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On Presenting the Master's 
Will to New Applicants 

Letter from the National Spiritnal Assembly 
Beloved friends: problem of choosing such excerpts 

In recent months the NSA has is left entirely to the discretion of 
noted evidences of some C?musion of the NSA. The main thing, as it ap
thought among the believers con- pears to the Guardian, is that the full 
cerning the way in whicb applicants station of the Bab, BaM'u'llah and 
for enrollm.ent are to be taught the 'Abdu'l-BaM be clearly explained, 
text of the Will and Testament of and that the origin, nature and work
'Abdu'I-BaM. Here and there the im' ing of the Administrative Order of 
pression seems to exist that because the Faith be clearly stated. The full 
one of the qualification~ of faith is implications of such a recogniti.on 
acceptance of all the provisions of are evidently beyond the compre
the Will, therefore the local Assem- hension of a'ny new believer. Such a 
bly or Regional Teaching Committee knowledge can be acquired gradually 
is in duty bound to provide- for read- and only when the essentials of the 
ing the complete document. Faith have been clearly recognized 
'The Guardian himself has specifi- and adequately understood." 

cally directed otherwise. The NSA Since the Guardian's words are 
brought this whole question to him conclusive, it is our blessed privi
officially, a number of years ago, lege to concentrate on effort to carry 
and Shoghi Effendi's reply was pub- them out. The National Spiritual 
lished in Baha'i News No. 83, dated Assemb~y is convinced that under
May, 1934. standing of the main elements of the 

For the clarification of this import- Testament is essential in the case 
ant matter the Assembly is very of applicants before they ~ are en
happy to publish the Guardian's· rolled. For this purpose the printed 
words again. pamphlet of excerpts is ideal, since 

"Concerning the best method of it contains supplementary excerpts 
presenting the Master's Will to the which clearly explain the Testament 
newcomers, Shoghi Effendi is of the itself. 
opinion that the NSA should first For study by the Baha'i comrnu
make some suitable extracts from nity itself, the complete text is avail
the Testament, and to send these to able, with the Guardian's commen
all the local Assemblies for their tary as found in his World Order 
use, so that there may be full unity letters and in "God Passes By". 
in circulating the provisions of the Faithfully yours, 
Will among the new believers. The -NATIONAL SPmrruAL AssEMBLY 

Canadians gather at. Franklin Ca.mp. _Georgian Bay. Ontarlo for Ute :first Bah8.'i 
conference held bere, Aug. 7-14. 194:8. 

NEWS 
YEAR 105 BAHA'I ERA 

Election of Member to 
National Spiritnal Assembly 
In the August is sue the National 

Spiritual Assembly announced that 
Mr. Leroy loas had been elected to 
fill the va caney resulting from the 
death of our friend and co-worker, 
Mr. George O. Latimer. The Assem. 
bly now publishes the complete elec
tion report as certified by the tellers. 

The three teliers appointed were: 
Mr. Stuart Sims, Chairman, Mr. 
Frank Baker: Miss Helen Campbell. 
The election was held at Green Acre 
at 2.00 P. M., Thursday , July :is, 
1948, on the occasion of the NSA 
. meeting .• 

The sealed ballots received from 
Convention delegates were turned 
over to the tellers with- a reading of 
the names of the delegates who 
served at the 1948 Annual Conven
tion. 

159 votes were cast out of the 168 
delegates, three delegates of· the 
total of 171 having died since the 
Convention. 

Of the 159 votes cast, one vote 
named a believer already on the 
National Assembly, and one vote 
named a believer now deceased. 
These two ballots were disqualified. 
The detailed tellers' report follows: 

Leroy loas, 57; Katherine True 
15; Matthew Bulloe!<, 12; MargerY 
McCormick, 8; Curtis Kels.ey, 8; 
Mamie Seto; 7; Rafi Mottahedeh, 5; 
Marzieh Gail; 4; Mildred Motta
hedeh, 4; Charlotte Linfoot, 4; Carl 
Scheffler, 4; Ali Yazdi, 4; Borah 
Kavelin, 2; Harla~ Ober, 2; Rex 
Parmelee, 2; Charles Reimer 2' 
Wm. Sears, 2. ' , 

One vote· was received by each of 
the following: John Allen, Arthur 
Dahl, David Earl, Bahiyyih Ford, 
Lawrence Hautz, Sarah Kenny, Wm. 
Lacey, Artemus Lamb, Loulie Math
ews, Nina Matthisen, Ruth Moffett, 
Richard McCurdy, Charles Mason 
Remey, Herbert Suhm, Dr. David 
Ruhe. 
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CRtl'SS-SECTION VIEW OF SIMPLIFIED BOURGEOIS INTERIOR DESIGN 



PLASTER MODEL OF SECTION OF 
ORNAMENTAL PANEL BETWEEN 

MAIN INTERIOR COLUMNS 

"Praying for Added 
Fervor" 

Message from the Guardian 
Greatly welcome initiated 

plans for Schools, delighted at 
progress of Temple work, ac
ceptance of resolutions by UNO 
Conference, election of loas. 
Urge unrelaxing vigilance in 
maintenance of status and con
solidation of Assemblies' in 
North America, to insure steady 
expansion of ma'nifold activities 
in Latin America and Europe. 
Praying for added fervor, 
speedy realization of high ob
jectives of God-given_ mission of 
much-admired American Ba
hati Community. 

SBDGBI 
Cablegram received August 9, 
1948. 

BAHA'i NEWS 

Where We Stand 
Dear Baha'i friends: 

One quarter of our Baha'i year 
has already passed and it might be 
well at this time to review just where. 
we stand. 

The National Assembly's Budget 
for the year of 1948-49 was $275,· 
000.00. A detail of this Budget was 
published in Baha'i News with a let
ter from your Treasurer. In addition 
to the Budget the Convention recom
mended that the deficit of last year, 
amounting to $69,226.00, be added 
to this amount, and it was generally 
felt that this deficit goal could be 
met through sacrificial contributions 
of 'our savings or other capital as
sets. 

For the first three months of this 
BahaJi year, May, June and JUly, 
$22,669.00 was contributed to the def
icit flUld; and during thIS same per
iod $5,410.00 was earmarked by the 
believers for the interior decoration 
of the Temple. Total co;ntributions 
excluding the $22,659.00 towards the 
deficit fund amounted to $49,281.99. 

You might think that this total of 
$22,669.00 contributed towards the 
deficit is good showing, but this reI>" 
resented a single contribution of al· 
most $lti,ooo.OO from one believer, 
and another contribution of $5,000.00 
from another believer. The balance 
has been contributed by the general 
body of the believers. So our united 
or collective showing has really been 
very poor. 

In the figure of cash receipts to
taling $49,281.99 there is a small leg
acy of $6,000.00. So actually the total 
cash receipts to the Fund this year 
against our Budget of $285,000.00 has 
only been $43,281.00, if we exclude 
this legacy. The work on the Temple 
will begin the first part of November, 
and the Special Temple Trustees 
will report to you on this. Work on 
the dome of the Temple and the first 
clerestory has already begun, and . 
both these jobs will be expensive 
ones and entail a sizeable outlay. 

A matter which I would like to 
bring to the attention of all commit
ees is the following. When budgets 
are voted by the N.S.A. they are not 
mailed out to the committee until 
we receive a request from the com
mittee. Won't you please direct all 
requests for money to the Treasur-
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Temple Construction 
A summary of developments In 

Temple construction since the An
nual Convention appeared in the Au
gust issue of Baha'i News. 

In recent weeks, further progress 
has been made in the development 
of the plaster models of sections of 
the interior ornamentation, and one 
of these models has been set up at 
the Temple site. 

These pictures show the architect's 
rendering of a cross-section~ of the 
simplified Bourgeois interior design 
which has been approved by the 
Guardian, and a view of the model 
of a section of the ornam~ntal pan
els which are to be placed between 
the main interior columns. The par
ticular section represented by the 
model is circled in the architect's 
rendering. 

The architect and the Baha'i Tech
nical Board have informed the Trust
ees that working drawings and speci
fications probably will be completpd 
sometime in October, and that bids 
can be -received and a contract let 
for the ornamentation of the main 
interior columns late in October or 
ea r ly in November. 

Programmer's Corner 
"The stage is set. The hour is 

propitious. The signal is sounded. 
Baha'u'llah's spiritual battalions are 
moving into position. The author of 
the plan that has set so titanic an 
enterprise into motion is Himself 
mounted at the head of these bat
talions, and leads them on to capture 
the cities of men's hearts." 

- SBDGRI EFl"BNDI:, Challenging 
Requirements of The Present Hour, 

p. 24 

Hints for Action 
(1) Have you visited your local 

library to s~cure film-strip loans? 
(2) Why not have a party and fea

ture the film-strips that serve best 
as spring-boards to the introducion 
of the Baha'i Message? (Brotherhood 
of Man, This World or None, etc.,) 
Lively dtscussion may follaw-and 
lead to a Fireside Study Class in 
your home! ! 
-NATIONAL PROGRAMMING COMM'1'1'1D: 

er's office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wil
mette, and by doing this your re
quest will receive prompt attention. 

FaithfuUII, 
PHILll' G. SPIwroB, Treasurer 
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Assemblies Contributing 
to Fund, lnly, 1948 

Alaska-Anchorage; Arizona-N. Phoe
nix, Phoenix, Tucson; Arka.nsas--Eureka 
Sprgs .• Little Rock; California-Arcadia, 
Berkeley. Beverly Hil1s, Burbank, Bur
lingame, Carmel, Geyserville. El Monte 
Twp .• Fresno, Glendale, Glendale Twp., 
Inglewood, Los Angeles. Monrovia, Mon
rovia Twp,. Oakland, Palo Alto. Pasa
dena, Sacramento. San Diego, San Fran
cisco, San Mateo, Santa Barbara. South
gate. 

Colorado - Colorado 'Springs,. Denver; 
Connecilcut - New Haven; Delawa.:re
Wilmington; Dlst. of ColumbiA-Washing
ton; Florida - Jacksonville, Miami; 
Georgia. - Atlanta, Augusta; Hawaii
Honolulu. Maui; Idaho - Ada County. 
Boise; II..mois-Batavia. Champaign, Chi
cago, Danville, Elmhurst, Evanston, 
Limestone Twp., Maywood. Oak Park, 
Park Ridge, Peoria, Springfield, Ur
bana. Wilmette. Winnetka. 

Indiana - Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend; lowa-Cedar Rapids, Water
loo; Kansas-Topeka; Louisiana-New 
Orleans; Maine-Eliot. Portland; Mary
land-Baltimore; Massachusetts-Bever
ly, Boston, Springfield; Michigan-Dav
ison Twp" Dearborn Twp., Detroit, Flillt, 
Grand Rapids, Grosse Pointe Farms, 
Kalamazoo, Lansing. Muskegon. 

Minnesota - Duluth, Minneapolis, St. 
Paul; MissJssippi-Jackson; ~ssouri
Independence, Kansas City, St. Louis; 
Montana - Helena; Nebraska - Omaha; 
New Hampshire-Portsmouth; New Je.r
sey-Bergenfield. Dumont, East Ora'J1ge. 
Englewood, Red Bank, Newark, Ridge
wood. Teaneck. 

New Mexico - Albuquerque, N. 10 
Albuquerque; New York - Bingham
ton, Buffalo, Jamestown, New York, 
Syracuse, Waterloo, YoRkers; Norib. Car
olina-Greensboro; North Dakota-Far
go; Ohio--Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dayton, 
Columbus, Lima, Mansfield.. Toledo; Ore
gOD - Portland; Pennsylvania - Phila
delphia, Pittsburgh, Scranton, West 
Chester; Rhode Island - Providence; 
SOUth Carolina - Columbia, Greenville; 
SOuth Dakota-Sioux Falls, 

Teunessee-Memphis, NaShville; Tex
as-San Antonio: Vermont-Brattleboro; 
Virginia - AlexandIia; Wa.2Shi.ngton -
Marysville, Monroe, Seattle, Spokane, 
Tacoma; Wisconsin - Kenosha, Racine, 
Madison, Milwaukee, Shorewood, Somers 
Twp. Wauwatosa, White Fish Bay; Wy
oming-Laramie. 
Total number of Assemblies .. , 179 
Assemblies contributing in July ... 144 
Assemblies not contributing .... . . . . 35 
Groups contributing 39 
IndividUals contributing .... , ... ".. 112 

In MemoriaIn 
Mrs. Frank Osborne-New York City-

6-29-48 
Mrs. Ivy Lorraine Barlet - Louisville, 

Ky.-7-21-48 
Mr. J. B. Wellendorf-West Allis, Wis.-

6-25-48 
Mrs. Bert Edgecombe-Chenango Bridge, 

N.Y.-7-48 
Mr. James S. Allman-Hot Sprin.E:s, Ark. 
, -Date not reported (Killed in England 

during war.) 
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Ba.hi'i community of Rome, Italy ~ Benjamin D. Weeden of Haifa. Sfaudin&. 
L. 10 R.. Franco Scola, Fernando Moros!, PhiUp A. Ma~a, Mr. WeedeD. U.-I) B. 
Giachery. Filippo Fer:n.aodo Volpi. Seated. Mrs. Verena Venturini, Mrs, ADgeliae 
Gia.chery, Miss El.i.zabeth Cofman, Mrs. Maria- MoJ'osi. Mrs. Marianna del Baoao 
Gasperini. Front rowy Mrs. June Marangella., :Miss Lucia del Buono. 

Europe Assnmes Responsibility 
It is a source of great happiness 

and gratification to receive reports 
from the newly-formed Assemblies 
in our "Goal Countries" of Europe 
which indicate that they are readily 
and efficiently, assuming their tasks 
both of consolidation and of promo
tion of the Faith, The approach to 
their administrative problems is a 
very mature one amongst these new 
believers, and their sense of respon
sibility toward spreading the Faith 
is apparent in the fact that many 
are developing into effective public 
speakers as well as fireside teachers. 

This summer all of the "Goal 
Countries" have had the privilege 
and benefit of a visit from Mrs. Bea
trice Ashton. At the request of the 
E.T~C. Mrs, Ashton has been con
ducting classes in Administration, 
and from each of the Countries 
visited have come enthusiastic re
ports of the results of her outstand
ing work. 

Our first pioneer, Mrs, Solveg Cor
bett, after serving in Norway for 
23 months, has just returned to the 

United States_ .Mr. Anders Nielsen, 
one of the early pioneers to Den
mark has also just returned, Elinor 
Gregory, who has been pioneering 
in Norway, ha s now 'gone to Amster
dam, Holland for a few weeks, to 
assist that new Assembly. 

In July the E.T.C. had the privi
lege of meeting with Mr. David HOf
man, a member of the British Na
tional Assembly. This meeting af
forded the opportunity for consulta
tion on the matter of translations 
and pUblications for our "Goal Coun

·tries." The services of the British 
National Assembly through its Pub
lishing Trust, and that of Mr. Hol
man's own publishing company, 
have been of inestimable value. 

The steady progress of the growth 
of the Faith in our "Goal Countries" 
of Europe should be a Source of 
pride and gratification to fr..e believ
ers all over America, because it is 
the interest and sacrifice of those 
on the 'lHome Front" that has made 
the work and the sacrifices of our 
pioneers abroad possibfe. 

-EUROPEAN TEACHING COMMITI'IZ 
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Your Community's· Share in the 
National Public Relatio~s Campaign 

The Public Relations Committee 
has been concentrating for several 
months on UIe preparation of ma
terial to carry the Baha·i. message 
to the public in a planned and sus
tained campaign. The material now 
at the stage of completion includes 
a number of new and· effective proj· 
ects for operation by either large 
or small communities as well as pub
licity and advertising schedules 
which directly influence several mil
lion persons. 

1. A Dramatic Theme 

This campaign is activated by the 
theme: "Religious Education for a 
Peaceful Society." Its importance 
grows as one thinks of its many 
meanings and far-reaching implica
ti01¥. The issue of religious educa
ton in the public schools of the 
United States has been carried to 
the Supreme Court, arousing intense 
interest and profound feeling. In the 
form on which the Court made its 
decisio~ the question was whether 
sectarian religious instruction can be 
carried on in public schools. 

But public interest has been awak
ened to fu.e broader and more vital 
rna tters involved. The real question 
has become whether and how spiri
tual education can be given to both 
youth and adults with enough force 
. and clarity to imbue them with 
sound social principles and world 
ideals. 

At present neither secular nor sec
tarian education can accomplish this 
end. Their failure leaves a great gap 
in our present-day life which only 
the Bah,,' i teachings can fill. The 
press is following this issue care
fully, and the Public Relations Com
mittee has noted that in one form 

. or another the problem is becoming 
intensified in many countries. 

The Committee does not deal with 
the theme as a subject or title, but 
as an area of public interest and 
spiritual importance. 

Z. A Compilation Keyed to the 
Public Campaiga 

To make. a strong foundation for 
the campaign, a compilation has 
been prepared entitled "What Mod
ern Man Must Know About Relig
ion. ,. 1V!any facets of the theme are 
developed by these selected passages 

• 

from Bahit·u·llah. 'Abdu·l-Baha and 
the Guardian. ' 

Six different groups of selections 
have been compiled: The Source of 
All Learning. The Purpose of Edu
cation, The Unity of the Prophets 
Spiritual Civilization, The Nobility of 
Man, ;md A New World Order-twen
ty-nine pages. with list of references 
and a prefatory statement. 

Here is the basic IDa terial assem
bled for the preparation of public 
talks and the conduct of a commu
nity study class or intimate fireside 
discussion group. Copies are avail
able from the Publishing Committee. 

3. The N ~tional StheduIe 

Advertisements which develop the 
campaign theme are appearing iIi 
two trade papers Editor & Pul>
~isheT, an~ Publisher's Auxiliary; 
mane na banal rna gazine having a 
large circulation, Newsweek·' in one 
magazine devoted to world' affairs 
United Natio= World; and in Sa';' 
'UTday Review oj Literature, which 
has a wide following among educa
tors as well as the cultural group 
most interested in developments in 
literature and current thought. 

Of the four million readers of these 
publications, 'a certain number live 
in your community. These persons 
are becoming familiar with the 
Faith. • Publicity bringing out the salient 
points of the campaign theme will 
go out to 750 newspapers and news 
magazines during September and 
October. Their readers number 
many millions more. 

Here is a powerful force which 
any local commUnity can draw upon 
to create local interest. 

4. The Loc al Teaching Plan 

The feature of this campaign is 
that it offers, any local community, 
large or small, a selection' of pub
licity aids and contacts material for 
conducting an effective public teach
ing work by its own initiative and 
under its own control. 

The weak point in local campaigns 
has been lack of contacts. The Pub
lic Relations Committee has devised 
a series of "World Questions" leaf
lets, and a new type of reprint of 
the national advertisements, ,which 

Fanny Leseh 
Cablegra m received Apr. 27 
1948 from Halla: . • 
"D E E PLY SYMPATHIZE 
LOSS LOYAL DISTINGUISHED 
HANDMlUD BAHA'U'LLAH 
FANNY LESCH - PRESENT 
WITH YOU IN SPIRIT ME· 
MORIAL SERVICE PRAYING 
ARDENTLY PROGRESS HER 
SOUL ABHA KINGDOM. 

SIJOGBI 
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can be handed out by the individual 
believer or mailed by a committee
to a selected list. 

Other snit able contacis material 
are: a one-page· statement on "The 
Work of Bah .. 'is in Promotion of 
Human Rights, H and a new folder 
"A School of World Religion." ' 

For distribution at nlt!etings there 
are to be a new -series' of our brief 
compilations to deepen the inquirer~s 
interest and further acquaint him 
with the teachings. The booklet 
keyed to the campaign theme -is en
titled cCReligious Education for a
Peaceful Society." 

The local campaign can include 
these features: one or more public 
meetings before December 1, one or 
more mailings, newspaper advertis
ing and publicity, a community study 
class, and fireside discussion gather
ings. 
. A detailed .outline of the campaign 
IS to be maIled to Assemblies and 
Regional Teaching Committees. 
Write us and let us know what your 
community wants to do. 

-B ....... 'i PUBLIC RD.o.:rroNs 

_'I N ..... is pubUshed by \be 
NaliolUOl SpIr1lua1 AIIIembly of \be 
Baba'is of tile Uulled Slates aa4 
Caaada. .s Ihe oI!lclal I1I!WB-IeUer 
of !he BahA'i Commllllit,-; TIle _ 
issue appeared ID December, UH. 

_'I News Is ediled tor uU. N .... 
lional SpIriIuaI AIIIembly by Ita 
Bahi'i News EdItorial CommlUee: 
Mrs. Roberta (lhrIsIiaD, clWrmaD, 
Miss Marpret YeuUer. Mr. GGr
don A. Fraser., EdHorial ofIlce: 
Mrs. Kebena CbrIsIian, 1001 West 
Genesee St •• l.anablc. ~ 

Please report chaDps of address 
10 which Baha'i News I. 10 be 
sem anet other inatten :pertabdnc 
10 Ita dis&rlbldlcm 10 ..... Baha'I N .... 
lioaal Otrtee, 031 Sberldaa _. 
Wllmdte. JJlInols. 

. 
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The Balui" Po.eition 
On Military Enlistment 

and Serviee 
Since many YOWlg believers will 

be affected by the new Selective 
Service law providing for compul
sory military training, the National 
Spiritual Assembly wishes to state. 
the Baha'i position and request all 
believers without exception to up
hold it. 

1. Saha'is are obedient to their 
civil government. Their faith obli
gates them to be good citizens. 

- 2. The Bah .. 'i teachings do not 
sanction pacifism, which is refusal 

Jo accept any military duty on 
grounds of personal conscience. The 
Guardian has said that pacifism is 
a form of anarchi!;m, and is anti
social in nature. 

S. On the oth/or hand, the Baha'i 
teachings have been revealed for the 
establishmeI.;;~ of world order and 
peace. The BabA'i is directed by the 
Guardian to apply for exemption 
from combatant duty because of his 
religious faith, if the statutes pro
vide for such exemption. In that case 
the Baha'i serves in some other ca
pacity, for example in the Medical 
Corps, which is non-combatant. 

4. When called for military -service, 
the BabA'l should apply for a non
combalant slatus under Section 6 
(j) of the Selective Service Act of 
1948. If BabA'i credentials are 
needed, he can obtain them from his 
local Assembly, or if he does not 
live in a Baha'i community, from the 
NSA. While training by itself is not 
combatant service, it is important 
for the BaM.'i to know what future 
military duty or obligation is in
volved. It is the first registration 
which counts. 

5. The latest instructions of Shoghi 
Effendi on the obligation of Baha'is 
in connection with military -duty are 
contained in a statement published 
on pages 9 and 10 of Baha'i News 
for October, 1946, and that statement 
should be read by all believers who 
are in the armed forces, or who may 
be called - for training under the 
new draft law. 

What the Guardian wrote at that 
time was: ,"As there ·is neither an 
International Police Force nor any 
prospect of one coming into being, 
the Baha'is should eontinue to apply, -
under all circumstances, for exemp.· 
tion from any military duties that 
necessitate the taking of life. There 
is no justification for any ch.ange of 
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Calendar 
FEASTS: 

Oct. 16-'nm-Knowledg~ 
ANNIVERSARIES: 

Oct. 2O-Birth of the Bab - (Sus. 
pend work) 
NSA MEETINGS: 

Oct. 8-10 

Suggested Dally Readiug8 
for October 1948 

o my God! Give me knowledge. 
faith and love. 0 beloved! Adorn 
my head with the crown of Thy 
providence, my heart with the light 
at knowing Thee. my tongue with 
the utterance of Thy greatest 
Name, and let my ear hearken to 
Thy holy Word." 

October 
1 B.W.F .• pg, 21 "The standard 

of His Truth?> 
2 W.D. of B. pg. 125 
3 B.W.F. pg. 141 "The knowledge 

of God." 
4 B.W.F. Pg. 94 
5 B.W.F. pg. 105 "The Morn of 

Divine Guidance'~ 
6 B.W.F. pg. 133 ''The root of 

knowledge" 
7 B. and N.E. pp. 108, 109, "Self 

realization" 
8 B.W.F. pg. 171 j"The Sixth 

Taraz" 
9 B.W.F. pg. 189 ''The Second Ta· 

jalli" 
10 & 11 B.W.F. pp. 251. 252, 253, 

254, UThe Divine Standard of 
Knowledge" 

12 & 13 B.W.F. pp 321, 322, 323, 
"Man's knowledge 01 God" 

14 B.W.F. pg. 246 ''To investigate 
truth" 

15 B. W.r. pp. 382, 383, "FaIth. 
knowledge, deeds" 

16 B.W.F. pp. 383. 384, ''Feast of 
Knowledge/' ''Spiritual Knowl· 
edge" 

17, 18 B. & N.E. pp. 93, 94, 95, 
"Search after Truth" 

19 D.A.L. pg. 99 
20 C.H. pp. n, 12, 13, 14 "Birth 

of the Bab" 
21, 22. D.A.L. pp. 96, 97 
23, 24 B. & N.E. pp. 98, 99, 100, 

• 'Obedience" 
25 D.A.L. pg. 161 
26 D.A.L. pp. 104, 105, "Learning 

to love Godu 

27, 28 D.AL. pp. lOS, 106. PraYers 
29, 30. 31 P. of U.P. pp. 221, 222, 

223. Vol. 1 
Key: B.W.F.-Baha'i World Faith 

W.O.B. - World Order 01 
Baha'u'l.lAh 
D.A.L.-Divine Art of Living 
C.H.-The Chosen Highway 

attitude on our part at the present 
time." 

-NATlONAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 

New Publications 
The Publishing Committee is 

pleased to announce three new publi
cations of special interest for study 
class and teaching use. 

What Modern Man Must Know 
About ReJ.igion~ a compilation made 
by the Public Relations Committee 
from the teachings whicb pertain 10 
the subject of the national campaign 
on "Religious Education for a Peace
ful Society." In six parts, with Fore
word and List of conlents ioclnding 
sources of selections. Adapted for 
fireside teaching and offers material 
for public lectures and study classes. 
Mimeographed. 29 pages. Per copy, 
postpaid, $0.50. 

The Fireside Teaching Method, a 
manual prepared by the Study Aids 
Committee. Years of practical 
experience has gone into the organi
zation of this malerial whicb serves 
as a gulde for believers wishing 10 
conduct an intimate fireside meeting 
to attract, inform and confirm new 
friends. Part one asks, .and answers, 
nineteen questions most frequently 
raised about . firesides. Part two 
gives a suggested outline for· use 
with ioquirers. Pari Ihree provides 
a list of sources for rna terial and 
ideas. Part four is a "true or false" 
test the believer can apply 10 him
self to find out how much he under
stands the fireside teaching method. 
Mimeographed. 11 pages. Per copy, 
postpaid, . $0.35 

Reading List fOT Study of the Cove
nant, compiled by Mrs. May P. 
Stebbins. Here the AssemblY, group 
or individual student will find where 
to look for the basic material needed . 
for study of the basic Baha'i subject, 
the Covenant. Part I lists the refer
ences to material readily available 
at this time. Part II refers to 
material in early Baha'i books and 
pamphlets and back numbers of Star 
of the ·West, etc., most of which can 
be found in reference libraries at 
Baha'i schools or in the private col
lections of a few believers. Mimeo
graphed .. 4 pages. Per copy, post
paid, $0.15. 

Corrections - BaIui'i Settlers 
(Jn1y Issne) 

Mrs. Edna Williams-from Washington,. 
D.C. to Alexandria, Va. 

Mr. Har~ey WIlner (not Wisner)
same 

Miss Feny Paulson-from Arlington. 
Va. to Bergenfield. N.J. 



Around the Bahii'i World 
HAlF A, ISRAEL 

(The following excerpts are taken 
from a recent letter from Mr. Ben 
Weeden who is now, with his wife, 
the former Gladys Anderson, in 
Haifa with the Guardian.) 

"The work on the Bab's Shrine is 
still going ahead, especially the stone 
work in Italy . . . It is not pos
sible to sbip any of the finished work 
at the present but arrangements for 
its storage were made at the time 
the contracts were signed ... Shoghi 
Effendi is very anxious to have it 
here in Haifa. 

HAt present we are working on the 
plans and laying of the foundation 
of the facade . . . It is not easy to 
find a contractor or labor with all 
the demand for air-raid shelters, 
defense work, repairing d!lmaged 
buildings and the armies' need of 
men. Still, with a bit of luck it would 
be possible to get this bele>w the 
ground work done before the winter 
rains put a stop te> it. 

"Another thing of which Shoghi 
Effendi wishes me to mention to you 
is what has resulted .from Gladys' 
and my marriage in Palestine rather 
than Egypt, as was first planned. 

"As you may remember, Gladys 
and I were married in Jerusalem by 
the Amman L.S.A. at the request of 
Shoghi Effendi. Due to the shifting 
and changes going on at that time 
at the American Consulate and other 
government offices of the British 
Mandate, we could not get our mar
riage recognized at tha t time. This 
worried us quite a bit as it was the 
first marriage of western Baha'is by 
eastern Baha'is. 

"After the British Mandate ended 
we took the matter up with the new 
State of Israel here in Haifa. It was 
surprising hoW smoothly the whole 
thing went. They registered and en
dorsed the records of our marriage 
as entered in the Baha'i book used 
here at the World Center to record 
such Baha'i marriages and filed their 
copy, giving full recognition to the 
Faith and its right to perform mar
riages . . . When we presented the 
records to the American Consulate 
there was no hesitation as to regis
tering Gladys as Mrs. Weeden, and 
so, it would seem now that 
through one of the consulates, the 
U.S. bas recognized the Baha'i mar· 
riage of two Americans . ~ . 

BAHA'i NEWS 

"At no time have we been in real 
danger here on Persian St. The gar~ 
dens have not been touched and work 
has continued on them every day. 
There was fighting at AkIta but it 
did not effect Bahji. They have not 
requested quartering of people there t 

though that has been done in many 
places nearby. There has been no 
time when the Baha'i Anniversa.ry 
observances could not be held. That 
is the broad picture to which should 
be add"ed on the other side of the 
ledger, restricted moving about 
Haifa until the Jews drove out the 
Arabs, no moving about the hinter
land until the truce. I won't men~ 
tion mail and cable difficulties! 

"Every night is blackout now that 
the truce is over . . . We have had 
air-raids and a few bombs dropped. 
No damage done ... Watching the 
birth of a new State and being at 
the spot where important history is 
being made is a very interesting 
event ... " 

JAPAN 
(Exerpts from a letter from Robert 

imagire) 
"On June 19, 1948, at the Shin

agawa Girls' School, assembled 11 
persons who recognize the Four Di
vine Stations of Forerunner, Author, 
Exemplar and Guardian. Though the 
formation of the Spiritual Assembly 
is authorized only on the 21st of 
April, a temporary body of 9 was 
formulated on the l!ml of this month, 
a body devoted to the sacred task of 
promulgating our beloved Faith in 
Japan, and to the building of the 
foundations of the Divine Plan in 
close association with the spirit as 
well as the form of the present-day 
Baha'i administration throughout the 
world." 

PERSIA: 
Persian National Spiritual Assem

bly: Shu'allah 'Ala'i - Chairman; 
Nur-id-Din Fath-i-'Azam - Vice 
Chairman ; '.Ali Akbar Furutan, See
retary; Munir Dirakhshan, Treas~ 
urer; Vali'ullah Varqa, Abdu'l Hus
ayn Nai'mi, Al;lmad Yazd~nit Zikh~ 
rullah Kgadim, 'Ali Mul).ammad Bar
afrukhtih. 

EGYPT and SUDAN 
The N.S.A. of the Baha'is of Egypt 

and Sudan: Mohammed Mustapha 
Sulaiman - Chairman; Iskandar 
Hanna-Vice-Chairman; jA1i Hussein 
Ruhi - Secretary; S()bbi Elias -
Treasurer; Dr. Rochan Yazdi, Abdul 
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Rahim Yazdi, Mustapha Salem, 
Abdul Fattah Sabri, Hussein Amin 
Ibrahim. 

A cable from Shoghi Effendi, May 
5, 1948 carried this message, "Only 
national assembly Baha'i World de
prived privilege formulation plan 
Egyptian Assembly. Appeal convene 
promptly special session National 
Assembly consider carefully inaugu
ration Five Year Plan with definite 
objectives aiming multiplication 
Baha'i Centers. Urge entire commu
nity rise as one man fulfill objectives 
by nineteen fifty-three. Eagerly 
awaiting response all believers en
sure success first collective enter
prise Egyptian Baha'i history." 

The NSA promptly met on the six
teenth of May and approved the fol
lowing objectives for their Five Year 
Plan. 

1. To increase the number of 
Assemblies to nine - esla blishing 
three ne~ assemblies. 

2. To increase the number of Cen
terS to thirty-three, establishing nine
teen new centers, so that the Faith 
be represented in all districts of 
Egypt. 

3. To purchase land for a perman
ent Summer School. 

4. To purchase a piece of land 
from those surrounding the National 
J:Ia;ira t'.l'l-Quds, to cope with the 
expected expansion of the Cause in 
Cairo. 

5. T() establish a Baha'i Magazine. 

6. To extend activities to other 
countries in Africa by . sending 
teachers' to these parts, and to re
establish the Assembly in Tunis. 

7. To ask the Spiritual Assemblies 
in Khartum and Addis-Ababa to dis
cuss a similar plan and the N .S.A. of 
Egypt will supervise their execution. 

Recently the "Will and Testament 
of 'Abdu}1~Bah8.~1J and the "Baha'i 
Declaration on Human Rights and 
Obligations" have been translated 
and printed in Arabic. Also the trans
lation of "The Faith of Bah,,'u'Il8h" 
by Shoghi Effendi is to be printed 
soon as a pamphlet and distributed. 
to the members of Parliament and 
others in an attempt to have recog
nized the Baha'i marriage certifi
cates. 

The newsletter still cannot be is~ 

sued as the authorities have stopped 
its issue pending certain formalities. 
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Native Latin Americans Arise 
The most significant aspect of the 

development of the Cause in La tin 
Am.erica during the last yeaJ;" has 
been how the native believers have 
arisen to shoulder its responsibilities 
and to dedicate themselves whole
heartedly to its service, sometimes 
at the cost of great personal sacri
fice. We see supremely able, entirely 
consecrated teachers take the field, 
abandoning their homes and worldly 
comforts; devoted, energetic Na
tional Teaching Committees are lab
oring earnestly to spread the Teach
ings far and wide and to lay 
a groundwork for future independent 
Latin American Bah;' 'I admfnfstra
tion; Bulletin,Publishing, and Radio 
Committees are performing admir
ably their functions .. 

Lately, Gwenne Sholtis returned 
from three years in Bolivia, where 
she helped in building up the com~ 
munity of La Paz, in establishing the 
Assembly of Sucre, and in incorpo
rating the Faith in Bolivia. In Peru, 
on her way back, she placed the 
first article on the Faith ever to ap
pear iIi a newspaper there. 

Jean Silver. who courageously and 
with exemplary devotion labored for 
several years in Cuba, first in Ha
vana and later in Cieniuegos, just 
returned home a"d is spending a 
month at Green Acre. 

Gayle Woolson returned to St. 
Paul, Minn., after two and a half 
years in Central and South America, 
where she performed outstanding 
services, being recalled by her fath
er's request to see her again before 
his passing. She is returning to Co
lorn bia and Venezuela the end of 
September, where seven n~w assem~ 
blies anxiously await her. 

Among the United States pioneers 
now in Latin America, appear the 
following: Leonora Armstrong, Bra
zil; Louise Caswell, Panama ; Jose
phme Kruka, Cuba; Artemus Lamb, 
Chile; Elena Marsella, Dominican 
Republic; Katharine Meyer, Vene
zuela; Edmund and Muriel Messler, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil; Eve Nicklin, 
Chile; Cora Oliver, Panama; Edris 
Rice-Wray, Puerto Rico; Sheila Rice
Wray, Dominican Republic; Marcia 
Steward, the Antilles; Margaret 
Swengel, Puerto Rico; Shlrlf'Y 
Warde, Argentina. 

The chairman of the South Ameri
can Teaching Committee, Esteban 
Canales. of Valparaiso, Chile, has 

reached Quito, Ecuador, on his 
round-the~continent journey, which 
will give to the Teaching Committee 
a complete picture of Bah-a'i· prog~ 
ress in every country. Esteban, him
self a newspaperman, has made 
splendid contacts among journalists 
and intellectuals in the various cities 
where he has been and has spoken 
on the Faith in Universities, cultural 
centers, clubs, etc., everywhere se· 
curing much valuable newspaper 
publicity. In Guayaquil, he spoke on 
the Faith in Ecuador's most elite 
hall, where an invitation to speak 
is very hard to secure. 

Besides this, Esteban's greatest 
work has been the help which he has 
given the Baha'i communities whicb 
he has visited, educating them for 
greater maturity, looking towards 
the day when the administration of 
the Cause will rest wholly in the 
hands of a Spiritual Assembly of 
South America. 

To strengthen the community of 
Sucre, Bolivia, the Teaching Com~ 
mittee proposes sending a vital 
young lady from Santiago. Chile, on 
a teaching visit there, Rosy Vodano
vich, who is also Continental treas
urer. A new assembly doesn't be
come strong enough immediately to 
stand on its own feet, even though 
its members be sincere. The tender 
sapling needs continual cultivation 
for some time. That is why resident 
pioneers are so vitally needed in 
many places. 

In Central America, good DewS 
comes from Guatemala, where the 
Faith has just been granted incorpo
ration, bringing to the half-way mark 
the number of countries where the 
Faith has been incorporated: Cuba, 
COsta Rica, Panama, Venezuela, Co
lombia, Chile, Peru, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Paraguay. 

The manuscript translation into· 
Spanisb of God Passes By has been 
received by the Publishing Commit
tee in Santiago, Chile, from Col. Ar
turo Cuellar, of La Paz, Bolivia, its 
translator. Very soon, it will be pub
lished in book form. Col. Cuellar had 
submitted his manuscript to a dis· 
tinguished literary critic for review. 
to .-3Ssure the perfection and excel· 
lence of the translation. 

An effort is being made by the 
two Latin American Teaching Com
mittees, in cooperation with the In-

Local Spirilu:aJ Assembly· of Bavanna, 
Cuba~ 

ter~America Committee, and es~ 
cially with our youthful me~bers, 
Cba r les loas and John Eichenauer ~ 
to initiate the organization of youth 
groups in Latin America. The Teach
ing Committees of Central and 
South America have .appointed lola 
Edwards, of Colon, Panama, and 
Eve Nicklin, of Punta Arenas, Chile, 
to be their youth counsellor-so 

Observance of the 
Nine Holy nays 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
publishes once more the Guardian's 
direction concerning the Nine HoJy 
Days which first appeared in Baha'i 
News of August, 1947. This direction 
is not an administrative ruling but 
an expression of a basic Bahil'i ordi
nance whlch previously had not been 
applied by believers in the West. Not 
only does proper observance of these 
days sacred to the Faith pertain to 
the spiritual life of the individual 
believer; our effort to impress upon 
employers, government departments 
and school officials the fact that these 
particular days are as sacred to us' 
as Christmas or Easter to the Christ
ians, or Passover to the Jews, will of 
itself contribute to the general re~ 
ognition of the Faith as an independ
ent religion. The strength of the 
Cause in our land emanates from the 
degree.of completeness to which we 
all observe and obey the ·Baha'llaws 
and ordinances. 

"He wish es also to stt1ass the fact 
that, according to the Baha'i laws, 
work is forbidden on our ·nine Holy 
Days. Believers who have independ
~nt businesses or shops should refrain 
from working on these days. Those> 
who are in government employ 
should, on religious grounds, make 
an effort to be excused from work; 
all believers, whoever their employ
ers, should do likewise. If the govern
ment or other employers refuse to 
grant them these days oil', they are 
not required to forfeit their employ
ment, but they should make evel') 
effort to have the independent statu ~ 



of the Faith recognized and their 
right to hold their own religious Holy 
Days acknowledged. " -Shoghi Ef
fendi, through his secretary, July 7, 
1947. 

In this connection the NSA wishes 
to advise the friendsJhat no national 
action can be taken to bring about 
.a recognition of the Holy Days by 
public schools, thus enabling Baha'i 
youth to remain absent from schor}} 
on these days. Public schools have 
more or less local jurisdiction in 
such matters, and therefore -the par· 
ents, with such help arid advice as 
the local Assembly can give, should 
approach the officials of the school 
where their children are enrolled. 

Request for Information 
About Words of 'Ahdu'l-Baha 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

would like information concerning 
the Tablet which the Ma ster is l>e
lieved to have revealed to the PreC:l
dent of the American University iA t 
Beirut. For many years certain pas
sages relating to educa tion have been 
attributed to the Master as excerpts 
from a Tablet actually revealed. 

These passages on education are of 
great importance, but it must be es· 
tablished whether they come from 
pilgrim's notes or an authentic Tab
let; and if from pilgrim's notes, 
whether the notes were in any man
ner certified by 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

The NSA will be grateful for any 
factual information which believers 
can provide. 

Readings at Nineteen Day Feasts 
Shoghi Effendi has recently clari-. 

fled the nature of readings at Nine
teen Day Feasts by stating that the 
program for the devotional part of 
the Feast should include only the 
reading of revealed prayers. This 
direction has not eliminated other 
readings from the whole Feast pro
gram. We 'are to conduct such other 
readings during the period of consul
tation, when excerpts from the 
Guardian's writings and passages 
from writings of Baha'u'llab and 
'Abdutl-Baha other than prayers can 
be read., 

It becomes evidetlt that the de
votional period is to be set aside for 
prayer and worship as a source of 
insprration and a deepening of the 
power of unity, so that consultation 
and action may produce fruit. 

A bulletin to be issued by the Pl'()
gramming Committee will provtd e 
suggestions and helpful advice cor..
cernmg the conduct of the Feast. 

BAHA'j NEWS 

Baha'i Relatio';"ships 
to United Nations 

In the Guardian's cablegram of 
April 16, addressed to the Annual 
Convention, we find this referenc~ 

to United Nations: "Recognition ex.
tended to the Faith by United Nations 
as an international non-govern:tnenral 
body, enabling appointment of ac
credited representatives to United 

~ Nations conferences is heralding 
world recognition for a univers.al 
proclamation of the Faith of Baha
'u'llflh." A few days later, in his 
cablegram beginning "Joyfully ac
claim brilliant achievements" dated 
April 26, the Guardian included rec. ... 
ognition by United Nations as one of 
the achievements of the American 
community: " ... whose spokesmen 
are securing recognition of the mstl
tutions of Baha'u'llah's rising wo!'ld 
order in the United Nations," 

On May 18, 1948, writing through 
his secretary t Shoghi Effendi advised 
the NSA as follows: "The recognition 
given your Assembly (as representa
tive of the other National SpirituaJ 
Assemblies) by UNO as a non
governmental body entitled to send 
representatives to various UNO con
ferences, marks an important step 
forward in the struggle of our be
loved Faith to receive in the eyes 01 
the world- its just due, and be recog
nized as an independent World Re
ligion. Indeed, this step should have 
a favorable reaction on the program 
of the Cause everyWhere, especially 
in those parts of the world where it 
is still persecuted, belittled, or 
scorned, particularly in the East." 

These passages give us a good 
background for a review of the de
velopment of Baha'i relations v,.;th 
Uni~ed Nations. 

The first stage was application for 
recognition of the NSA of the United 
States and Canada as a national 
non-governmental organization. Thi.s 
was obtained in the spring of 1947: 
bringing with it the status of an ac
credited observer. Under this -status 
the NSA submitted two formal state
ments:.A Baha'i Declaration of Hu· 
man Obligations and Rights; and A 
Baha'i Statement on the Rights (If 
Women, A Baha'i United Nations 
Commi~tee was appointed; a Baha'i 
observer attended UN sessions, and 
effective contacts made. 

The second stage was application 
for recognition of the Faith as :'in 
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international non-governmental body 
-a much more important status. The 
question was whether the Guardian 
would make application. as no 
other international Baha'i institution 
yet exists. He directed that the mat
ter be worked out with the other Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies. A form 
was thereupon suggested for each 
NSA to fill out, authorizing the Am
erican NSA to act for them in rela~ 
tion to UN matters. Thi-s form was 
executed by the seven· other Nationai 
Assemblies then existing (winter, 
1947-1948) and io the name of "The 
Baha'i International CommlUlity" the 
eight Assemblies were given recogni~ 
tion as an international organization. 
When the Canadian Baha'is formed 
their own National. Assembly, it ex
ecuted the same form, and this has 
been filed with UN. The Baha'; lnt",.. 
nationai Community is thus a union 
of nine National Spiritual Assemblies 
for the .purpose of maintaining a 
relationship to UN. "The Baha'i In
ternational Community" has no other 
function or authority, It is not an 
international Baha'i institution as 
such bodies are defined in the Mast
er's Will and Testament. It acts 
solely in relation to United Nations. 

There are two particular advnn
tages in having the status of interna
tional non-governmental orga·ni7."'~ 
tion: first, such organizations can 
send delegates to important UN con
ferences; and second, only such _or:' 
ganizations can apply for consulta
tive status, which gives the right to 
direct participation in activities of 
UNESCO. . 

The first Baha'i representation at 
an international UN conference took 
place in May, 1948, at Geneva. when 
Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh, Mr. Ugo 
Giachery and Mr. C. Mason Remey.
under appointment as representa 
tives of the "Bahati International 
:Ommunity," took part in a gathering 
of many representatives of inter
national non-governmental organiza
tions under UN auspices to confer on 
Human Rights. Five delegates were 
appointed, but Mr. Leroy Ioas and 
Mrs. Marion Holley Hofman. could 
not serve. 

A request was received prior to 
the conference for a brief statement 
on what Baha'is are doing to pr6-
mote human rights, and tlris state
ment bas been published·'in W!U'ld 
Order Magazine and also issued· by 
the Public Relations Committee. 

The Baha'i delegates introduced 
two resolutions which were appl;Oved 
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and accepted by the Geneva confer
ence. 

"RESOLVED: That the Non-G()v
ernmental Organizations endeavor 
through their local branches and with 
the permission of the governing au~ 
thorities to educate and prepare the 
peoples of non-member nations fo!' 
their eventual entry into the United 
Nations." 

"RESOLVED: That the Non-Gov
ernmental Organizations who here 
represent a good portion of the' 
world's population can go far in the 
implementation of Article No. 1 of 
the Declaration of Human Rights by 
themselves settiog the example with
in their own organizations by elim. 
inating within these organizations all 
sorts of prejudice whether it be that 
of race, creed or color. They wou!e. 
thus present a living example of the 
implementation of Article No.1." 

Both these resolutions are deeply 
significant, and their formulation and 
introduction at the conference was a 
distinct service rendered hy the 
BaM'l delegates. 

A third stage in the development 
of relationships with UN is pending. 
Action has not yet been taken by the 
UN body directly concerned. 

Meanwhile a truly providential con
nection with United Nations was 
made through the Guardian himself. 
The UN Special Commission on 
Palestine visited that country in 
1927, and its chairman addressed a 
letter to the Guardian asking for " 
statement on the Baba'i interests in 
Palestine~ The Guardian's written 
letter to the chairman, and its en· 
closure, his general statement on the 
history and aims of the Faith, reveal 
dramatically' the increasing stature 
of the Faith in the eyes of responsible 
international bodies. The letter was 
puhlished in BaM'i News, and the 
statement in World Order Magazine. 
It is now available as a pamphleT 
from the Publishing Committee. 

Moreover, we must remember that 
United Nations has succeeded to tile 
trusteeship of the Holy Land in which 
are located the Baba'i Shrines and 
the seat of the Baha'i worldwide ad
ministrative order. Due to the offi
cial status the Faith enjoys with UN, 
it ha-s been possible for the "Baha'i 
International Community," through 
our NSA, to file with the UN trustee
ship council a certified list" of Bah.' i 
religious properties in Palestine (now 
Israel) and record an official appeal 
for their protection. 

Daily the doors open to further 
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evolution in our collective relation- B~ok Review, which IS widely dig... 
ship to UN, and through it, in our tnbuted among the blind. 
contacts with ot.."Jer 'organizations. Sighted believers will find it suf
These possibilities are to be cher- ficient to mention to their blind 
ished by every believer. United Na- friends that this book is available 
tions is vital to the establishment of in their Distributing Libraries. 
the Lesser Peace, and in this role it A few copies are available for 
is part of the destiny unfolding within purchase. 
mankind under the guidance of 
Baha'tJ'llah. Balui'i Youth on the March 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL asSEMBLY The following are excerpts from 

The Baha'i Attitude 
Toward United' Nations 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has become accredited with United 
Nations as a national non-govern. 
mental organization. In addition to 
this, the nine National Spiritual As
semblies under the title of "The 
Baha'i International Community" 
have been accredited as an inter
national non-governmental organi7.a
tion. By express delegation from 
other National Assemblies the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States has been authorized to 
act for the Baha' f International Com
munity on matters related to UN. 
The NSA recommends a spirit of ut
most cooperation in reference to 
comments by Baha'is about United 
Nations. 

In view of these steps and the 
resulting official cooperation between 
the Baha'is and United Nations, thp. 
beilevers are asked to refrain front 
careless criticism of UN policies and 
from unfavorable comment upon 
crises now co~ronting UN: The 
Guardian has· approved the above-. 
mentioned relationships and en
courages their development. 

-NATIONAL SPuuTtrAi ASSEMBLY 

Renewal of Civilization 
Available in Braille 

From: Balui', Service fOT the Blind 
616 North Oxford Avenue, 
Los Anpeles 4, California 

The Committee wishes to an
nounce the completion of a Braille 
edition of The Renewal of Civiliza
tion by David Hofman. It has been 
presented as a gift to the 25 Dis
tributing Libraries for the Library 
of Congress; to the Canadian Na
tional Institute for the Blind, in To
ronto, Canada; to the New Zealand 
Institute for the Blind, Auckland, 
New Zealand; to the Institute for 
the Blind, Sydney, Australia; and 
to the National Institute for the 
Blind, London, England. 

A notice has gone to the Braille 

_ the Baha'i Youth bulletin for Sep
tember. 

~ National Youth Day 
THE FOURTH ANNUAL BAHA'i 

YOUTH DAY will be held on SUN
DAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1948! 

This is an excellent opportunity 
for you to present an outstanding 
program. _The theme for this year 
will be ""WoT~d Unity, a Reality." 
This theme can be introduced by 
one or more speakers as your par
ticular community or group desires. 

Here are a few ideas which might 
help you in making this a big event 
in your area. Hold a large public 
meeting with representatives of mi
nority groups as ushers, hosts or 
hostesses wheneV'er possible. Use 
the Baha'i Center and co-operate 
with and enlist the support of your 
local assembly, Have a forum, and 
if the group is small, plan a fire
side meeting. Then mvite other 
groups whose ideals coincide. Have 

. artistic members prepare posters, 
advertising your event. Notify your 
local. newspapers and use tile ra
dio ... take pictures!!! 

If you feel that the National' Ba
ha'i Youth Committee can be of as
sistance to you, please contact 
them. Also, send pictures and a re
port of your National Youth Day 
observance! 
Geyserville Conference 

A conference of the youth of the 
Western States was held July 25th 
at the Geyserville Summer School 
in California, with about twenty
four youth present. The- first topic 
for discussion was the formation of 
Regional Youth Committees. . .. 
The suggestions of. the National 
Youth Committee in regard to the 
College Bureau. were explaine~. It 
was recommended to the youth that 
they try to attain official standing 
in their universities and that a 
standard charter be prepared for 
all universities. 

The second part of the conference 
was in consideration of the place 
of the youth in the Summer School 
and the recommendations will be 



sent to the Geyserville Summer 
School Committee. 

College Bureau 
The College Bureau is being set up 

Wlder the direction of the National 
Youth Committee to co-ordinate and 
assist the youth in the colleges and 
universities. Its purpose is to com
pile, and supply information to 
Baha'i Youth in schools througho'Jt 
the country, which may aid them in 
forming groups, locating students, 
and ad vising youth in the selection 
of the right college. 

The Bureau is also attempting to 
standardize the charter or statement 
of purpose for presentation to all 
schools. 

At present the files at the National 
Youth Office are not at all complete. 
The College Bureau, would like to 
have the following information about 
aU Baha'i Youth in college - NAME, 
HOME AND SCHOOL ADDRESS, 
BIRTH DATE (DAY, MONTH AND 
YEAR), YEAR OF EXPECTED 
GRADVATION, AND PREVIOUS 
COLLEGES OR UNIVERSITIES AT
TEND,ED .. 

Send this information IMMEDI
ATELY to, The College Bureau 1017 
1st. Wis. Nat'!. Bank Bldg. Milwau
kee 2, Wisconsin U.S.A. 

Australia Speaking 
No doubt you wonder why so little 

is heard from the Austrailian Youth, 
but you must know that our members 
are as yet few and scattered. Our 
National Youth Committee is rela
tively young and it is just beginning 
to use its legs. There are five on 
this committee; three in Sidney and 
two in Adelaide--<>ne thousand miles 
away ... With a N.Y.C. representa
tive in Aukland, New Zealand, we 
hope to have stronger support from 
there in the future as they have 
made rapid strides in the past few 
months. Reports of their enthusiasm 
and activities sound very promising. 

Our main efforts have been 
expended in gathering our youth 
'forces together and in producing a 
youth letter which h,as already helped 
to bring a feeling of unity amongst 
the scattered groups and youth mem
bers. 

There are active youth groups 
in Sidney, Caringbah, Werriwa, Ade
laide, all in Australia, and Aukland, 
New Zealand. But apart from these 
groups, there are quite a number of 
isola Ie,<! youth scattered throughout 
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the country. The Adelaide group 
has met regularly each month for 
years. A year ago the group 
jncreased their meetings to one a 
fortnight. 

The Sidney Youth Group, consis
ting of but a handful of members, 
holds regular monthly meetings at 
the Baha'j Headquarters under most 
pleasant conditions, gathering togeth
er their interested contacts and 
friends to hear talks, discussions, and 
music. 

The Caringbah youth are much 
younger and mo.stly of Baha'1 par
ents. These children are being well 
guided and taught by the local secre
tary. meeting once every fortnight. 
It is the intention of this teacher to 
introduce arts and craft instruction 
as a part of the proceedure of each 
meeting, 

The Werriwa Youth Group tempor
arily disbanded when five of its act
ive members went abroad in 1946-
four to America, and one to Switzer
land to study. However we hope to 
have some of these back. with us 
soon. Just recently a group of young 
people have peen founded under the' 
guidance of adult me~bers. 

In a number of towns and country 
districts there are isolated members. 
Through the Australian Youth Letter, 
we are endeavouring to educate, en
thuse, and assist them to carryon 
with their breaking of the soil in 
order to establish active youth cen
tres. 

-THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL YOUTH 

COMMITTIE. 

Convention Echoes 
Do you remember the thrilling 

statement made by Mr. Winston 
Evans at the Fortieth Annual Con
vention ~ We reproduce it here: 

"If we are ever to reach any of 
the goals . . . we have all got to 
operate on much higher levels of 
"activity. I feel that the Baha'i Com
munity as a whole does not feel the 
urgency of the hour. Too many peo
ple in contacting Baha'i groups have 
been impressed with our complac~ 
ency, our smugness. They have said, 
'The Baha'is do not act as though 
they believe their story.' Do the 
Baha'is believe? Do we believe 
what the Guardian has been telling 
us? Do we really believe that 
America is on the verge, Americans 
destined, to experience tribulations 
on a scale. unprecedented in history? 
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I would like to quote a very dynamic 
editorial from the Ch:ristian. Sentry. 
They were commenting on the death 
of John Wynant. As you know, John 
Wynant said that he felt the people 
of today do not realize, did not ap
preciate, the urgency of the times. 
The Christian Century, in comment
ing on this, said. 'In the presence of 
such tragedy, judgement is stilled: 
But we must reckon with the fact 
'that lies behind the death of such 
a man as Jolm Wynant. Despair is 
creeping over us, and over the best 
of us most of all. The stars of pro
mise have all but faded from the 
sky. We are on the road to destruc
tion and destructon is drawing close. 
We need something tremendous to 
lift us out of our infatuation with 
doom. It must be something that 
extends all the way down to the 
roots of thought and action. It must 
set blazing beacons that would light 
a. new path, an entirely different 
path. Does the Christian church 
know what that tremeridous some.. 
thirig is? We -Bah .. ' is do know what 
that tremendous something is. 

"Someone has said, 'It is too late 
now for religion to be taught. It has 
to be caught. And caught from 
someone who is on fire.-' So, if we 
are to have 15 members in every 
local community next year, a lot 
of us have got to get on fire. The 
Guardian has told us recentiy-if 
I can quote correctly-he says, 'ill
timately all the battle of life is with 
the individual. There is no amount 
of organization that can cause or 
prevent victory or failure or resolve 
the iimer problems of life at a cru
cial moment, particularly at times 
like these.' He says, 'When great 
forces aTe loose in the world, we 
see some strong souls become 
weak, and some weak souls mirac
ulously strong.' We have beEm pre
pared, we should be the most pre
pared people on earth, but some
times I feel we are not. 

"What can we do 'about this? As 
one thing, we must realize that the 
stakes are pretty high now, that 
it is all or nothing. We can't just 
go part of the way. As Allen Hunt 
in his beautiful book Say Yes to 
the Light points out: 'If we don't 
say yes to a little light, we will 
not have the opportunity to say Yes 
to more light.' 

"I'd like to close with just one or 
two more quotations. Lots of times 
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I've been a part of sroan commu
nities and la"rge communities. I 
hear so much talk of 'I'm not on 
this committee - I can't do any
thing.' We should all be self-start
ers. We do not have to have a plat
form to give the Message. We 
should all, each, everyone of us, 
be so charged with the spirit, every 
day, that when we touch someone 
they will not be likely to forget it. 
I have had my greatest confirma
tions, I think, when I have been 
all· alone. 'Should a man, all alone, 
rise up in the name of Baha 'u'lIah 
and put on the armor of His love, 
him will the Almighty cause to be 
victorious, though the forces of 
earth and heaven be arrayed 
against him, . . . and . . .' with 
Thy love in my heart all the world's 
afflictions can in no wise harm me.' 

"The people want what we have 
got, but we have got to prove to 
them that we have this something, 
this tremendous something that the 
world is seeking, and an intellectual 
concept is not enough. The world 
wants more than our principles to
day. So I'd like to close with these 
words of 'Abdu'l-Baha: 'It all de
pends on faith now. I say unto you 
that if anyone should rise up in 
the name of God today, he will lle 
assisted by a spirit of God, and He 
will send His hosts from Heaven to 
help you, and nothing shall be im
possible if you have faith. And now· 
I give you a commandment which 
shall be as a covenant betweet;l you 
and me: that ye have faith; that 
ye have faith so strong that nothing 
can disturb it, that no storm can 
move it, that it should endure even 
to the end, Even should you hear 
that your Lord has been crucified, 
be not shaken in your faith, for I 
am with you always. According to 
·your faith so shall your blessings 
be. This is the .balance. This is the 
balance. This is the balance," 

Southe~ California 

"Memorial Service for Thornton 
Chase,. Inglewood Park Cemetery, 
September 30. This year, as every 
year, the services will be held at 
the grave of Thornton Chase on- the 
anniversary of his ascension. 'Abdu'J
-Bill121 has said 'You must celebrate 
yearly, annually, the· day of his de
parture from this life; all of you, 
on My behalf, may go and visit the 
tomb, and if p·ossible spread a feast 
for the poor. . _'.' (Star of the 
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West, Vol. 4, No. 13) Thornton 
Chase became the first American 
believer on the fifth of June, 1894. 
The date of his ascension was 1912, 
at the age of 65, On October 19, 
a few weeks after his passing, 
'Abdu'l-Baha visited the grave. What 
a bounty to us in Southern Califor
nia to be able to visit the only 
shrine in the Western Hemisphere!" 

Firesides and study classes are 
being held in the following assem
blies and groups, Alhambra, Bev
erly Hills, Burbank, El Monte Twp., 
Elsinore, Glendale Twp., Los Ange
les, Monrovia, Monrovia Twp., 
Oceanside, Pasadena, San Diego, San 
Marino, Santa Monica, Santa B ar
bara, Santa Paula, Southgate, and 
Phoenix and Tuscon, Arizona. 

Also, m·onthly public meetings are 
conducted in Beverly Hills, Ingle
wood, Glendale, Los Angeles, Pasa
dena and Tucson, Arizona. 

Study classes for Baha tis only are 
going fonvard in Burbank, Los An
geles, Inglewood, San Diego, San
ta Monica and Santa Barbara. 

Even classes for the training of 
children are being sponsored by 
Glendale, Los Angeles, and Tucson. 

Enrollments 
Enrolbnents reported by I.4>c .. 1 Spiritual 
Assemblies 

PhoenLx, Ariz. 1; Gr4;'!ensboro, N.C. 1; 
Waterloo, Iowa .2; New York, N.Y. 1; 
Dearborn, :Mich. I; Denver; Colo. 1; Bur
lingame, Calif. 2; Boise, Idaho (Ada Co.) 
I; Portsmouth, N.H. 1; Albuquerque, 
N.M. (North Ten)- 1; Kansas City, Mo. 
1; Milwaukee, Wis. 2; YOUTH 1 
• (Ada Co.) 
Enl'oUments repor1ed by· Regional 
Teachlng Committees 
WESTERN STATES 

So. Calif., Ariz. 2 
CENTRAL STATES 

Ill., Iowa 1 

Additions and Changes for 
Preliminary Directory 1948-1949 

Local Spiritual Assembly Secretaries 
Burlingame, Calif. 

Mrs. Phoebe Babo 
1620 Balboa Way 

Ridgewood, N.J. 
Mr. Joseph Galvin 
Box 239 

National Committees 
European Teaching Committee 

Correct address of Mrs. Julia 
Shows to 4034 N. Keystone Ave. 

Inter-America Committee 
Correct name of secretary to read 
Miss Julie Regal 

"'(Please note that North ·Ten must ap· 
pear after Albuquerqup, N.M. and Ada 
Co. after .Boise. Idaho as in each in
stance there are tw.") different Assem
blies with the same p'1st offiCe addres:;. ~ 

Bah.i.'j Addresses 

National Office: 
536 Sheridan Road., Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Trea.surer's Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Baha'j Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 
Lansing, Mich. 
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The Outpouring of His Grace 
Message From the Guardian 

Welcome Assembly's high resolve 
to insure uninterrupted Temple con
struction. Deeply moved and thank
ful for continued evidence of the in
flexible determination with which the 
rank and file of the clear-sigh
ted, high-nUnded, divinely-sustained 
American Baha'l community, its rep
resentatives! national, local and re
gional, its pioneers at home and ov
erseas, discharge in distant fields, 
despite the smallness of their num
bers and their limited resources, 
tasks of such vast dimensions, of so 
diversified a character, of such great 
moment, at so significant a stage in 

the declining fortunes 01 an imperil
ed society. I feel convinced that un
flinching maintenance of so exalted 
a standard of stewardship at the 
threshold of Bah .. 'u'llith must release 
in still greater _ measure the outpour
ing of His grace so essential and 
befitting the consummation of a Di
vine Plan deriving its authority from 
the Pen of the Center' of His Cove
nant and propelled by agencies cre
ated through the' generative influ
ence of His Will and Testament. 

SIIOGIU 

Cablegram received September 14, 
1948. 

Consolidation of the Baha'i Community 
Beloved Friend's: 

By November 15 the National Spir
itual Assembly desires a complete 
report from tbe four Area National 
Teaching Committees of the sta Ius 
of each local community which on 
April 21, 1948 had a membership of 
less than fifteen. The goal of our 
common effort this year in strength
ening the American BahB. '1 com
munity is to develop each small com
mUnity to that minimum. 

The task is great but the determi
nation is unprecedented and the fa
cilities we collectively employ are 
more effective than ever before. 

On April 21 there were one hund
red twenty-two local' Assemblies 
who s e community membership 
ranged from nine to fifteen. Of these, 
forty-one communities had the min
imum of nine. 

As of September 22 the records 
show the following condition after 
five months:-

Communities of nine having this 
same mem bership--seventeen. 

Communities of nine having a lar
ger membership-thirteen. 

Communities of nine which have 
less than nine--eleven. 

Communities which on April 21 had . 
more than nine, by September 22 
ha.ving less than nine-two. 

This picture shows the need of a 
greatly stimulated effort by Exten
sion Teaching Committees of the 
larger communities. by circuit, 
weekend and fireside teachers, and 
by the individual believers in the 
small communities, to generate the 
force needed to transform the weaker 
towns to a state of power and ef
fectiveness. The Faith has a titanic 
task to perform in carrying out its 
world mission. so much of which is 
assigned to North America. Let us 
count the moments, intensify our ~f
forts, resurvey our opportunities and 
resolve that by November 15 the 
losses will be made up and decisive 
gains won. 

-NATmNAl. SPIRlroAL AssEMBLY 

NEWS 
YE&R 105 BAHA'I ERA 

• 
From the Guardian 

(The following excerpt is from a 
letter from Shoghi Effendi to Miss 
Jessie Revell of Philadelphia in an
swer to a letter she wrote him thank
ing him for the book PrayeTs and 
!lfeditations). 

u • • • He is indeed pleased to 
know that the book of Prayers and 
Meditation.. by Baha'u'llith has been 
out in time to enable the friends to 
read it during the Fast, and he has 
every· hope that the perusal of such 
a precious volume will help to 
deepen, more than any other PIth
lieation, the spirit of devotion and 
faith in the friends, and thus charge 
them with all the spiritual power 
they require for the accomplishment 
of their tremendous duties towards 
the Cause. . . ." 

Enrollments 
_oUmenls reporied by Local Spl1'Itaal 
AssembUes: . ' 
Cleveland, Ohio 1; Indianapolis, Ind. 
1; Chicago, m. 1; Sioux Falls, S.D. 1; 
Washington, D.C. 1; Macy, Nebr. 2; 
SeatUe, Wash. 1; YOUTH 1. 
_oUmeDb reportecl by Beg\oDal Teach
Ing Committees: 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

Eastern New York 1 
Western New York 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
Michigan 1 

WESTERN STATES 
So. Calif., Ariz. 4 
No. Calif., Nev. 2 
Colo., Wyo. 1 

NEW GROUPS FORMED 

NEWPORT, ORE. 
Mrs. Cora Altree, Corres., Box ~ 

ASTORIA, ORE. 
Mrs. Zarah Dunne, Corres. Court 

M- Apt. 1, R;verwood Park 
BOZEMAN, MONT. 

Mrs. Betty Bennett, Corres., 411 
N. Tracy 

EL PASO COUNTY 
Mr. Walter Mason. Corres. t Palmer 

Park Blvd., Rt. 1, Colo. Spgs., 
Colo. 
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Indexing Project 

In this issue of Baha.'i News the 
Publishing Committee announces the 
publication of indexes for five books 
which have no indexes in them
the three volumes of the Tablets of 
'Abdtt't-Buha, God Passes By, and 
the Iqan. These indexes provide 
greater opportunities ier getting at 
the treasures in these books. 

Although it is more than a year 
since the NSA formally appointed an 
Index Committee, yet the work of 
preparing indexes has continued un
der NSA direction, There now exists 
a backlog of enlarged indexes which 
can be drawn upon as new editions 
of books COme out. 

The National Assembly wishes to 
thank the following people who have 
a ssisted in various ways in this 
project: Mr. Paul Pettit, Miss Gret
chen Westervelt, Miss Marie Chris
tian •• Mrs. Della Quinlan. Mrs. Ba
hiyyih Ford, Mrs. Beatrice Ashton. 
Mrs. Roberta Christian. Miss Clara 
Edge. Mrs. May Harvey Gift. Mrs. 
Dudley Blakely. Mrs. Marian Lip
pitt. Mrs. George A. Kent. Miss Ma
bel Kitchenmaster. Mrs. John Faily, 
Mrs. Oscar Ketels. Mrs. Emma 
Link, Mrs. George R. True, and Mr. 
Kenneth Christian. 

Calendar 

FEASTS: 
Nov. 4 - Qudrat - Power 
Nov. 23 - Qawl- Speech 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
Nov. 12 - Birih of Baha.'u'll8h

(suspend work) 
Nov. 26 - Day of the Covenant 
Nov. 28 - Ascension of 'Abdu·I-BahO. 

-(1 A.M.) 

NSA MEETING 
Nov. 5, 6, 1. 

Loubelen Winter Session 

Dec. 26--J an. 1, Incl. 

For reservations, write: 
Registrar, 

Loubelen Baba'i School 
3208 So. State Rd. 

Davison. Mich. 

OCTOBER, 1948· 

First CanaaJan NaUonal Spiritual Assembly. Front row, ~ to righ": Bnem.ary 
Sala. SieJ<fried Scbopflocher. Loa .... Davis, Ross Woodman. John Robarts. Back ..... 
left to right: Emeric Sal ... Rowland Estall, Doris B.lchardsoa.. Lloyd Gudaer. 

Ruhlyyih Khanum's Message to First 
Canadian Convention 

(Ed. Note: The first Annual Convention of the Baha'is of Canada. story of 
which appeared in the June, l.948 issue of Balui'i News, was held in Montreal 
at the former home of R~yyih ~anum. wite of Shoghi Effendi. This letter 
is of great historic interest and value to all th.. friends. although it is 
addressed specifically to the Canadian Baha'is. We are grateful to the,,! far 
sharing it with us.) 
To the Delegates and Friends attending the First 
Canadian National Bahii'f Convention. 
Dear Friends: 

What a blessing and privilege to be allowed to raise my voice on Ihis 
historic occasion, even though from across two seas, and addres.s these words 
to you in my own home. You who are gathered here see this room. these 
walls and doors clearly. but I assure you they rise up before my eyes dil7'
med by the passing years. sanctified by memory and longing, ana what come. 
to my mind is a nostalgic co.mingling of the past and the future. 

Strangely enough the most vivid picture is one neither 1-nor probably 
one of you-can remember as an eye witness: 'Abdu'I-BaM addressing in 
this very room, a group of believers and guests. The strong. sad. wise face; 
the silvery hair; the beautiful. understanding blue eyes that saw the 
reality of things. the reality of evil, the reality of error. of failure and 
deviation, and yet looked upon all men with a loving and gentle spirit and 
filled them with hope.-this is the first and most vivid imprint of all. which 
sUrely clings to this house so blessed by His presence. And what He said on 
that occasion must bave for you, I feel. now gathered here to carry on His 
work at such an important juncture in Canadian history. a special message 
and a special significance. He opened his speech with these words: 

"An hour ago a young man came here and we discussed toegther whether 
nature is perfect or imperfect. light or darkness. I wish now to complete 
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that conversation. Nature-that is, generally speaking, the physical world 
the wO.rId of .nature, if we observe it carefully and seek to probe it~ 
mystenes,-;-lbis world of nature is seen to be imperfect, to be dark. Consider 
carefully: if we leave a plot of earth in its natural state it will remain a 
field" of thistles, it will grow useless weeds; if we leave the hills to themselves 
the trees will remain fruitless, it is a jungle with no harvest no order 
Therefore, Ibis wor Id of nature is dark, it must be illumined. In ;ha t will it~ 
illumination lie?" 

'Abd~'l-B.aha then .went on to answer His own question and to point out 
that cultivation and training in the world of nature has converted the 
wild~mess into orchards and into harvest-bearing fields, and that just as the 
phySIcal world would, if left untended, revert to a state of nature which is 
~dark, wild, and fruitless, so men, if ~bandoned to themselves, if left un
ed1:lcated, revert to a state resembling that of animals-nay, even worse than 
arumals, for they can become like the cannibals of Africa, their hum an 
qualities of mind and soul remaining wholly undeveloped. Through one simile 
after another he pointed out that the physical world must be redeemed from 
its gross state of imperfection through training. 

In that speech he struck at the root of the materialistic philosophy 
dominating the world at present. He said: 

"In these days all the philosophers bllndly say that the world of nature 
is perfect. They are not aware that it is imperfect and must become perfect 
through. training.'J For) said He: OIl. we leave nature to herself she is dark, 
therefore we must educate man until this dark creature becomes illumned 
this ignorant one becomes wise, boorishness becomes mannerliness t 
imperfection becomes perfection, bad character becomes. good character: 
until this animal becomes a human. There is no doubt that man, untrained' 
is worse than an animaL" ' 

He went on, with caustic sarcasm, to point out that: "All animals are 
natural. All materiallsts have physical sensations just like animals. Th~y 
have no spiritual sensations. They deny the existence of God, they have no 
information about Him, they have no knowledge of the Prophets, of the 
Kingd!'m of Heaven, they know nothing. All animals likewise, are without 
tidings of the Divine Teachings. All animals are the slaves of sensation. In 
truth, the philosophers of Ibis age are like animals because these too have 
no knowledge ·of God, of the Prophets, of spiritual perception of the 
outpourings of the Holy Spirit, of supernatural things. Every animal enjoys 
such perfections as these. With the greatest of ~ease philosophers, after 
twenty years of study, deny God, deny spiritual power and divine inspiration. 
~als, without taking any trouble, are perfect philosophers, like Her 
Highness the Cow, who knows nothing about anything. She knows nothing 
about God, she knows ·nothing about spiritual perception or spirituality. All 
animals know nothing of the spirit. These philosophers, likewise, know 
nothing except physical things. They are like animals. But in spite of this 
they say we are philosophers because we acknowledge nothing but that 
which we perceive. Now Her Highness the Cow, without the acquisition of 
all these sciences, yet with perfect dignity, is the possessor of these same 
distinctions. This is not glory! Glory is that man should know of God·, should 
be the possessor of spiritual sensations, should be informed of supernatural 
things. The glory of man is in Ibis that he should inhale the breath of the 
Holy Spirit. The glory of man is in Ibis that he should imbibe the Divine 
Teachings. This is the Glory of man, otherwise, ignorance cannot be glory, 
it is foolishness, ignorance is foolishness." 

He then pointed out that Jesus Christ was obviously in every way 
superior to philosophers in His wisdom, His. conduct, and· convictions, why 
should a being like Him accept to forego the honours, comforts and pleasures 
of this world if He was not convinced that there was a spiritual condition 
which conferred infinitely greater benefits on man than the world of mere 
senses ever could? 

It was during the course of this lecture that 'Abdu'l-Baba became so 
engrossed in His subject, and spDke with such vehemence, that His turban 
fell from his head and rolled on the floor. He voiced His protest, here in this 
room, 46 years ago, against the materialistic philosophy Df the West which 
has gradually engulfed the thinking element of mankind, and which, if it 
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European New! 
The believers of Denmark, Nor

way and Sweden were greatly as
sisted in their work this summer by 
the visit of Miss Jeanne Bolles of 
the New York Community. Reports 
have been received that Miss Bolles 
did outstanding work in all the fields 
"f ~aching: public talks, fireside 
meetmgs and contacts work. This 
visit of Miss Bolles has been an in
valuable contribution to the Euro
pean teaching project. Other Ameri
can Baha'is visiting the goal coun
tries included Mrs. Clara Weir of 
the Los Angeles Community' and 
Mrs .. Joel Stebbins of Madison, Wis
consm. From the Denver Commu
nity, George Clark has gone to Oslo 
to join his wife, Mildred Clark. 

The teaching work in the goal 
countries has been further reinforced 
by the visits of beJlevers from one 
country to another. Two members 
of the Geneva Community spent 
their holiday in Brussels. These two 
young students entered wholehear
tedly into the teaching activities 
there. 

A definite and exciting new stage 
in the development of the E.T.C. 
project has been the recent opening 
of. a Center in Amsterdam and in 
Brussels. This shows. a most com
mendable maturity of responsibility 
amongst these new believers that 
they, so soon, are assuin:ing. 

The Baha'is were invited to send 
observers to the Third World Spiri
tual Congress held in Lausanne 
Switzerland, August 11 to 15. As thi~ 
or ganiza tion is very prominent and 
important througbout Europe the 
recognition of the Baha'j Faith 
through this invitation is an evidence 
of the growing prestige of the Faith 
on the Continent. Mrs. Etty Graeffe 
and Mr. Mason Remey were the of
ficial observers and Mrs. Graeffe 
gave one of the principal addresses 
in French during the Congress and 
both she and .Mason Remey were 
able to make very valuable contacts. 

The Committee is constantly in re
ceipt of testimonies of what the Faith 
means to the European believers and 
wishes to share with the friends the 
following communication: 
"Dear Baba'j friends: 

"Coming from Denmark wet after 
a tiresome travel through different 
refugees t camps, have come thither 
and settled here privately. That is 
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a great relief for us after four years 
living in refugees' camps. 

"The beautiful pictures, which you 
have sent us are like a sunbeam of 
a better world, since long not exist
ing for the greatest part of Eur
opeans. And in the Baha'i Writings' 
(p. 24) we found a prayer, which 
possibly will help to find our home 
again: ... 'Enable me then to return 
to my home by Thy power and Thy 
Might.' 

"We are much obliged for your 
kindness and 'love." 

Yours, 
A. Fridenbergs with family. 

Barciel-Kloster, 
Post Gildenhaus, 
Kr. Bentheim 
Germany, British Zone." 

-ElIIIOPmN TE.\cmNG CoMMl'l"l'EE 

Suggested Daily Readings 
for November 

Nov. 
1 Cb. H. 131-2 
2 BWF 356, 7. The world i. in

firm 
3 BWF 315-16 Man's relation to 

God 
4 Ch. H. 133 <Feast ot Power) 
5 BWF 176 Tablet of the World 
6 BWF 45 Moderation 
7 BWF 3M FuI1Illment of Proph

eq 
8 BWF 449 Care at Shogbi Effendi 
9 BWF 335~ Prayer tor cleanli

ness 
10 BWF 321 Lying 
11 GL 197 Be ye guided by wis

dam-
12 BNE 30-1 (Birth of BahA'u'llih> 
13 GPB 911-1110 Revelation of Baha-

·ul l.l6h 
l' G1. 267-9 GuIdance 
15 BWF 333-5 Tllblet on PurIty 
16 GI. 183 The Book of God ill 

wide open 
17 GL 313 TrIbulallon 
18 G1. 254 Kings of the earth 
19 BWF 94-5 He batb entrusted 

every erea ted thing 
20 BWF f38 The Divine Gardener 
21 G1. IB4-5 Creator 
22 BNE 161 
23 BNE ~ (Feast of Speeclt) 
24 BWF 126 Two duties 
25 GI. 276 Contenllon 
26 BWF 3257-8 (Day at the Cove

nant) 
1:1 BWF 445 
26 GPB 309-11 (Ascension of 

'Abdu'I-Baba) 
29 GPB 119 Remover ot Difficul-

lies 
30 GPB 101-2 BaM'u'llllh's dream 
It.,., 
Cb.D,--CboBen Dl&hW&Y 
BWF-II&hi'! World Faith 
GL-Gleaoinp 
BNE-Bahi'u'Dih and the New 

Era 
GPB-God P ........ By 
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has not directly produced. has certainly not hindered two catastrophic world 
wars and is now facing us with the appalling possibility of yet a third 
world war. 

It seems befitting, singularly befitting, that you-who are now about to 
have the spiritual destiny of this beautiful and promising land of ours 
entrusted to your exclusive care. through the election of your first and own 
National Assembly--<;bould harken again to the Master's words and realize 
the true implications of the responsibility you are assuming of playing a 
direct part in ushering in a spiritually based civilization as opposed to our 
highly faulty. purely materialistic civilization of the present day. For we 
Baha'is must not"forget for a moment that, without any mental arrogance or 
conceit, we nevertheless believe our concept of nature, of the purpose of life, 
and of God. to be inherently different from that commonly held and based nn 
a true interpretation of evolution and of the universe_ 

You nine people, whoever you may be wbo will have the privilege of 
bumbly serving the rest of the Canadian Bab8'ig as the trustees of tbe 
national affairs of our Faith in Canada during the ¢Oming year. are now 
opening a new door. Not only new to you, but new to the entire Babit'i 
world. This Canadian Assembly has great significance from many stand
points: it adds one more National Assembly to the small but strong group 
of national bodies already existing; by being loosed from its spiritual twin, 
the American National Assembly, it creates yet another pillar of the inter
national House of JustiCe, and it forms, significantly enough, the ninth 
National Spiritual Assembly to come into being. 

Now that your a1Iairs are being entrusted· to your own hands, now that 
you are opening this new door spiritually, you are likewise being given a new 
opportunity as Babit'is and members at our world community. You can go 
very far _ A new area of work in the New World is being born amongst you.. 
God surely never creates great occasions without likewise conferring great 
capacities and powers. You, profiting by past experiences and example and 
your maturity in the. Faith, can determine to create your National Assembly 
and its functions closer to the Divine pattern, more dedicated to its noble 
purposes, more purified of the dross of selfish shortcomings and limitations 
than any other Baha'i body hitherto constituted_ For you are free and this ;s 
the morn of your work, you come to your task fresh, exhilarated by the 
Guardian's bright picture of .your future possibilities and the important 
role you must play. 

Whenever one thinks of Canada one thinks of cultivation. Out at her 
virgin forests, her wildernesses, her barren North lands and lakes. has 
already been wrung a great and promising ,nation. The darkness of nature, 
as the Master said, has given way to cultivation and out of imperfection has 
risen the splendour of government, industry, trade, settlement, and the arts 
and sciences of human life. But spiritually the land is still dark, promising, 
but dark. Primarily the measure of spirituality radiated by your national 
body will be the measure of Baru..'u·Uiih's life directly available for Canada_ 
For He created the concept of your institution. You exist because of the 
functions He desired you to perform, and your fundamental function is to be 
the spiritual heart of Canada. I say spiritual advisedly, for we all know from 
now on you are the administrative heart of the Bahit'i work here-but that 
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is negligible compared to your spiritual position. You are elected to lead, at 
a fast and valiant pace, let it be said t the united efforts of the Canadian 
Baha'is, and however great the capacities of various individuals within the 
community may be, it is unlikely they can do more than you provide (c·r 
them to do. Upon your vision, your dedication, your eagerness and reliability, 
rest the fortunes of the work of the Cause of God in Canada. You are the first 
servants in the land, servitude being the highest station as 'Abdu'l-Baha 
demonstrated by choosing it for himself, and your responsibility to the 
people of this Dominion is thus very great. 

Unfortunately government in the world to-day, even in the so-cal1ed 
democracies, has come to be domination from above. The original ideal of a 
representative form of government whose members are the servants of the 
Nation, of the common man and of the common good, a government "of the 
people, by the people, fOT the peoplett has disappeared and in its plaCie too 
often we see the esconced handful of public servants looking upon themselves 
as a superior class t free to dictate to the masses just about what they please. 
Only at election time is there a rapid volte face in order to secure a pro
longation of their own privileges-not a prolongation of humble service to the 
public weal. We see in the world to-day the governing and the gOVErned "s 
two almost separate forms. The elders of the community, the shepherds of 
the flock, those whose constant thought should be for the welfare of each and 
every individual, who should be accessible to the public~ if not in person then 
at least in thougbt, have become a self-inflated, self-righteous, haughty 
minority. This is -in the world where democratic forms of government are 
still in practice. 

You, however, are about to elect your Baha'i governing body for the 
coming year. I only mention the current picture of governing bodies in order 
to point up the difference between it and our concept of those who are the 
elected representatives of the people. In the first place to accept election is a 
Baha'is duty. In other words from the very beginning we do not considf"r 
it a privilege to be sought but a duty wbich cannot be shirked. Nowhere in 
the teachings are we given to suppose that administrators are a special or 
nobler class than others. On the contrary, anyone, elected by the free and 
secret ballot of his fellow believers, can find himself suddenly an "adminis
trator," unlike the world, where politicians are a class by themselves and 
not usually a very savoury one! Once elected, our Baha'i governing body 
finds itself entirely free to pursue the dictates of its own joint conscience jn 
managing the affairs of the community it represents, for, unlike t..l}e 
ordinary concept of a governing body, it is no longer responsible to the 
electorate but only to its superior body, and not particularly esteeming or 
coveting the job of being an administrator and also realizing no ucareeru 
lies in it and no electioneering technique exists, the members of a Bahati 
Assembly do not have to be swayed by the ordinary fears and ambitions of 
most elected representatives. They can get down to the business of attendbg 
to the affairs of the Cause with minds and hearts divorced from a sense of 
personal pressure, personal ambition, or personal pride. Baha'u'llah's system 
is not only good for the characters 01 those who govern, and good for the 
welfare of those who are governed, but also eliminates at a stroke any 
room for the meannesses, abuses and temptations which are inherent in 
political systems. 

This world of ours to-<iay. as the Master emphasized in this very room, 
intensely dark, intensely materialistic, treading the path of error, firmly 
believing what is fundamentally wrong, has, in almost every field of human 
life, taken the down-hill road. One of the greatest .examples of this is the 
way governmental powers are being used all over the world. It is much, 
much easier, when you possess power and authority) to hit a person over the 
head and knock him unconscious, so to speak, than to lead him into the 
right. "V erboten.u . What a sway that word held in Germany and Europe! 
Indeed it is the easiest of all remedies: I 'We have the authority? we say no, 
do it or else . . . n The big stick! 

(To b. Ccmtinued) 

Treasurer's Letter 

Dear Baha'i friends: 

5 

In an insert in a recent Bahil!i 
News there ~as under the heading 
"Sacrifice Our Privilege - Our Op
portunity" a complete breakdown of 
the National Budget for the third 
year of the Second Seven Year Plan 
1948-49. Under Special Items "On 
Account of Purchase of Louhelen 
School Property . . . $1800", there 
has apparently been some mis1:Ulder
standing, because some of the 
friends are under the impression that 
this item of School property means 
the Louhelen School, when it should 
have been listed as the Eggleston 
House. 

You will recall some months ago 
Mr. and Mrs. Eggleston made the 
historic gift of Louhelen School and 
a bout 11 acres of land to the Trus
tees. This was spoken of at the COl1-

vention and also mentioned by the 
National Secretary in Baba'l News 
and this was a gift from the E ggle
stons. The only thing that the Trus
tees have purchased is Mr. and Mrs. 
Eggleston's private home, and I hope 
this is clear. 

There seems to be some misunder
standing, too, a bout the Deficit Fund. 
This Fund amounting to $69,000 rep
resented our deficit in meeting last 
year's Budget; and it was the sug
gestion of the Convention that this 
amount be added to our yearly oper
ating Budget 1948-49 of $285,000 and 
that it should be met out of special 
donations which would be given to 
the Fund out of savings or other 
capital assets, in addition to our 
regular contributions . . 

I reported in last Baha'i News that 
for the first three months of the year 
$22,669 bas been contributed towards 
the Deficit Fund and mentioned that 
this amount included a $16,000 con
tribution from one believer alone, 
and stated that our quarterly show
ing had not been too good. ~ 
~ In spite of the fact that we have 
received this $22,000 towards last 
year's deficit we have not as yet 
been able this year to allocate the 
$8,333.33 a month needed for the 
Temple interior. In fact, we have 
only received for the first three 
months of this year $5,410 earmarked 
for the Temple interior. When mak
ing your contribution to the National 
Fund please specify if any part of it 
is to be earmarked for the Deficit 
Fund or the current year's budget of 
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the interior decoration of the 
Temple. 

Work will begin very shortly on the 
interior and once the work is started 
our quarterly committments, believe 
me, will be sizeable. 

Faithfully, 
PHILlP G. 8mAGUE, TreaS1tTer 

As&enililies Contributing to 
Fund August, 1948 

Alaska-Anchorage. Arizona - North 
Phoenix' Phoenix; Tucson. Arkansa'S
Eureka 'Springs; Little Rock. California 
-Alhambra; Arcadia; Berkeley; Bever· 
ly Hills- Burbank; Burlingame; Carmel; 
Geys~le; El Monte Twp.; Escondido 
Twp.; Fresno; Glendale Twp. ; Ingle
wood; Long Beach; Los Angeles; Mon-· 
rovia; Monrovia Twp.; Oakland; Ocean
side; Palo Alto; Pasadena; S~cramen
to; San Francisco; San Marmo; San 
Mateo; Santa Barbara; Southgate. 

Colorado--Colorado Springs; Denver. 
ConDect1cat--New Haven. Dlst. of Col
umbia-Washington. Florida - Jackson
ville; Miami. Georgia-Atlanta, Augusta 
II&wali - Honolulu; County of Maui. 
Idaho--Ada County; Boise. m.lnois-Ba
tavia; Champaign; Chicago; Danville; 
Evanston; Limestone Twp.; Maywood; 
Oak Park; Peoria; Sprlng:6.eld; Urbana; 
Wilmette: Winnetka. Indiana-Indianap
olis; Fort Wayne; South Bend. 

Iowa-Cedar Rapids, Waterloo. Kan
sas-Topeka. LouJsia,na-.New Orleans. 
Main<>-Eliot. Portland. Maryland-Bal
timore. MassachuseUs-Beverly, Bost~. 
Brookline, Sprin,gfteld. Worcester. Hi.chi
g~Ann Arbor Battle Creek. DaVlson 
Twp., Dearborn' Twp., Detroit, ~t. 
Grand Rapids. Kalamazoo, Lansmg, 
Roseville. Minnesota-Duluth, Minne.
apolis. St. Paul. Mlsslsslppi-.Jackson. 
Mis-"I-Independence, Kansas City, St. 
Louis. Montana-Butte. Nebraska-Macy, 
Omaba. Nevada-Reno. 

New Hampshire - Portsmouth, New 
Jersey-Bergenfield, Dwnont, E a s t 
Orange, Englewood, Montclair, Red 
Bank, Newark, Teaneck. New Mexico
Albuquerque, N. 10 Albuquerque. New 
York-Binghamton. Buffalo. Jamestown, 
Ney York. Rochester, Syracuse, Wa.ter-
100. North Caro1ina-Greensboro. Ohio-
Cincinnati. Cleveland, Dayton. Colum· 
bus. Lima, Mansfield. Toledo. Pennsyl
va.ma-Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Scran
ton. West Chester. 

Soat.h Carolina-Columbia, Greenville. 
South Dakota-Sioux Falls. TeDD.esse~ 
Memphis, Nashville. Texa.s-Houston. 
Utah-Salt Lake City. Vermont-Brattle
boro. VlrgiDia - Alexandria. Arlington. 
Washington-Kirkland, Marysville, Mon· 
roe, Seattle, Spokane. West Virgin~a
Charleston. Wisconsin-Kenosha, Racme, 
Madison, Milwaukee. Shorewood. Somers 
Twp .• Wauwatosa. Wyoming-Laramie. 
Number of Assemblies .............. 179 
Assemblies contributing ...... , ..... 150 
Assemblies not contributing ......... 29 
Groups contributing ........••....... 40 
Individuals contributing ............ 108 
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Are Yon Prepared to Serve? 
The Guardian has emphasized 

thorough knowledge of the history 
and teachings of the Faith as "an 
essential preliminary" to the· disa 

charge of our duties in whatsoever 
place and capacity we serve. To 
make this knowledge possible we 
have at our command a wealth of 
sacred and other Baha'i literature 
and numerous aids to facilitate our 
study of it. 

For those who desire some guid
ance 'in choosing subjects and maa 

terial for individual or class study, 
the Study Aids Committee has 
attempted to classify the current 
study outlines according to whether 
they are sui table for beginners or 
advanced students, with a brief 
statement about the purpose and con
tents of each outline. Obviously, 
many new Baha'is, particularly those 
who have acquired. study habits. 
experience no difficulty with the so
called ~jadvanced" outlines; and 
many of the older Baha',s often find 
it profitable to review the more ele
mentary outlines when teaching 
study classes or preparing BaM'! 
talks. 

This classification, then, into "be
ginner" t "advanced", and "teacher
training" categories is a very loose 
one, but it is hoped that the summar· 
ies, at least, will enable individual 
Baha'is, groups and study classes to 
select the studies that they feel will 
best prepare them to discharge their 
responsibility of spreading the Word 
of God. 

Suggested for Beginners 

Introduction to the Baha', Teach
'ings. A 1()·lesson course using only 
two reference books. Excellent for 
inquirers. 

COUTse of Study Based on BaM'u'
Wih and the New Era. A IS-lesson 
course suitable for group discussion, 
study class and individual use. 

Fundamema1.s of Baha'i Membpr
ship. Valuable for preparing stu
dents for enrollment in the Faith. It 
is based on The Dispe1l$atJon of Ba· 
hd.'u'thlh and consists of a series of 
questions with page references for 
the .p.nswers. 

Study Aid on the Essential Veri
ties of the BaM'1 Faith.. An outi;he 
for the detailed study of the Baha', 
principles. Any one lesson can furn
ish excellent discussion material for 

one or more fireside meetings. Va1u~ 
able also for advanced students and 
for teacher-training. 

An Aid to the Study of the Adminis
trative Order of th.e Faith. of BaM
'"u'"lldh includes study of the au
thority and functions of the local 
spiritual assembly, the basis and 
characteristics of the Bahil'i com
munity, and the relationship of the 
individual believer to the commu
nity and to the assembly. The refer
ences are taken from nine texts. Val
uable or newly organized' assem
blies and for groups preparirlg for 
assembly status. 

Information for Temple Guides, 
prepared primarily for the training 
of Temple guides, is an excellent 
general study outline for all BaM.'io. 
Besides facts concerning the Tem
ple, its construction, symboJogy and 
significance, there are outlines and 
references on the history and teach
ings of the Faith. The 90 questions 
representative of those most fre
quently asked by visitors to tbe Tem
ple are a challenging test oJ: one's 
knowladge, not only of the Temple 
but of the Faith in general. 

Reading List fOT the Study of the 
Covenant is a list of references from 
many Baha'i sources. It is a valuable 
aid to all Baha'is who wish to deepen 
their understandng of this unique 
feature of the World· Order of Baha
·u'llilh. 

Suggested for Advanced Student. 

Study Outlines and Aids for the 
World Order Letters Of Shoghi Ef
fendi. An aid for study of the series 
of letters by means of· which the 
Guardian has gradually increased 
the comprehension of the American 
Baha'is and trained them for their 
role in the unfoldment of world civili
zation. For each letter_ t.."1ere is a 
topical digest, an outline, a glossary. 
and review questions for class dis
cussion or for testing individual 
knowledge. Essential for teacher
training. 

Study Outline fOT the Advent of 
Divine Justice. Thorough knowledge 
of this important letter by Shoghi 
Effendi is imperative for eve-ty 
Baha'i who strives to understand the 
mission and destiny of America in 
the Divine Plan and his personal role 
in bringing in the Golden Age of 
Baha'u'!lilh. The first part of the out-



line is a formal review of the letter, 
and the second is a topical study of 
the details, followed by questions for 
r~ass discussion and review. 

The Dispensation of BaM'u'/!ah -
A Study Outline. A thorough under
standing of the teachlngs contained 
in this pamphlet is one of the re
quirements for Baha'i membership. 
The greater our comprehension of 
the subjects covered, the greater our 
ability to serve the Faith. Th~ out
l;ne is suitable for either class or 
individual study, and is essential for 
teacher-training. 

Study Outline fOT God Passe, Bji 
While the outline is cia ssified a:.:; 
uadvanced"t the study of the bfl:·k 
itself is a "mustn for every Baha'i. 
The outline brings together under six 
major themes the vast range of mJ.
terial covered by Shoghi Effendi in 

the text. A new syllabus as a ful'tner 
aid to the study of this magnifico .. t 
work will be available soon. 

Study Guide for The Dawn Break
ers, includes (1) a synopsis of the 
book, (2) questionnaires that bring 
together the numerous references to 
each of the chief characters and 
events of the early history of the 
Faith, and (3) a key for the pronoun
ciation of the important names. 

For Teacher Training and 
Advanced Stndy 

Deepening the SpiTitual Life is an 
outline designed to assist the student 
to acquire a deeper understanding 
of such subjects as: the purpose of 
creation, knowledge of God, the at
tainment -of spiritual life. The refer
ences are chiefly from Gl.eaning .... 
from the Writings of BaM'u'Ii<ih. 
Excellent for individual study and 
meditation. 

StUdy Outline for th~ Kitab-i-Iq<h. 
The Guardian classifies the lqan as 
one of the most important works of 
Bahii'u'll£lh. Through study and med
itation of this sacred text, the believ
er becomes more deeply confirmed 
'n the Faith and f'nds the key to the 
study of comparative religion and 
prophecy. Excellent for either indi
vidual stuc..y or dass use. 
Mu~ammad and the Founding of 

Is!am. Shoghi Effendi stresses tte 
importance of acquiring a sound 
knowledge of the history and tE=nets 
of Islilm, - the source and back
ground of the BaM.'! Faith. This is a 
very . lengthy outline, recommended 
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Introduction to the Study of the 
Qu-r:'an-. Because the Qur'an is diffi
cult for occidentals to understand, 
this outline is very helpful for Baha'is 
who wish to study this great 
"authenticated Repository of the 
Word of God." It consists of ten les
son topics with lists of references 
from the Qur'an and certain Baha'i 
passages. 

Training fOT Baha'i Teaching. This 
is a guide for the organization and 
conduct of teacher-training classes. 
Sui table for class use only. 

The Study Aids Committee wili be 
very happy to assist the friends with 
their study problems and to receive 
suggestions of other outlines and 
courses that may be helpful. 

-STUDY AIDs COMMITl'[E 

(For prices of outlines see National 
Baha'i Programming Committee BUl
letin NO.1) 

"Regard man as a mine rich in 
gems of inestimable value. Educa
tion can, alone, cause it to reveal its 
treasures, and enable mankind to 
benefit therefrom," 

Gleanings, p. 260 
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Marriages 
The Editorial Committee has re

ceived permission from the NSA to 
list Baha'i Marriages. If they are of 
general historic interest, such as the 
first Baha'i marriage in a state, stor
ies may be run. Four such marriages 
were: 

CALIFORNIA: The state of Cali
fornia now recognizes the legality 
of Baha'i marriages. California law 
permits the marriage of two individ
uals before witnesses which is quite 
similar to the Baha'i Marriage. The 
first marriage under this provision 
was conducted in San Francisco be
tween Therese Groger and Hasan 
Tarafda.r; two other marriages were 
witnessed in Los Angeles-Tania Le
vandoff and Karl Schueck and that 
Df Rakhshandeh Behbehani and FiTUZ 
Kazemzadeh. The latter bride and 
groom are both of Tihran. Persia. 

MINNESOTA: The firs! BaM'1 
wedding in Minnesota took place July 
28 in SI. Paul between DaheIa Abas 
and John Hicks of Spokane. Other 
marriages: Eliza beth Sturdevant and 
Joh!l' Ashton, Sept. 4, Logansport, 
IndIana. 

particularly for those who wish to Northeastern States Area National Committee confers at Green Aere 
prepare themselves for teaching. this summer. 
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Edwin Mattoon. second from right, with the National Teachlnc Committee 01 
Central America. 

The Way Is Being Paved 
In accordance with the Guardian t s 

instructions for "the constant broad~ 
ening of the bases on which the pro
j ected Latin American N a tiona! As
semblies are to be securely founded H 

and encouraged by the high spirit 
of devotion and responsibility which 
the National Teaching Committees 
of Central and South America have 
displayed, the Inter-America Com
mittee has granted them certain new 
and complete responsibilities: to 
publish their bulletins, which corre
spond to our HBaha'i News" and to 
handle all funds appropriated for this 
purpose; to direct the activities of 
Regional Teaching Committees (one 
for each country); to receive contri
butions from the believers of their 
territories and to dispense these 
funds. The way is steadily being 
paved for the founding of the two 
Latio American National Assemblies 
in 1951. 

Full quarterly reports On the ac
tivities of their Regional Teaching 
Committees are to be submitted by 
the National Teaching Committees 
to the lAC. 

To assist the NTC for Central 
America, whose headquarters is in 
Mexico City, to clearly understand 
their increased and ever-increasing 
responSibilities, the chairman of the 
lAC, Edwin Mattoon, made a two 
weeks' visit in August to Mexico City 
to consult with them. Results of the 
meeting appear extremely gratify
ing. EspeciaIty impressed was. Mr. 
Mattoon with the perfect unity 

among all the members of the NTe 
and -their high resolve to exert them· 
selves to the utmost to fulfill their 
sacred obligations. 

The NTC of. South America has 
set November G and 7 as the dates 
for holding throughout that Continent 
the election of delegates to the Third 
Annual Baha'i Convention of South 
America, to be opened next January 
21 in Sao Paulo, BraziL Both NTCs 
are at present writing to all the As
semblies and groups throughout 
their territories asking suggestions 
for the Congress a genda and the sub
jects to be studied in the School ses
sions that will follow. Both the Con
vention and the School will la st four 
days, with a day's mterval between. 
The Central American Congress will 
also open during the third week of 
January_ 

The RTC of Chile held a wonderful 
meetiog September 11 and 12 in San
tiago, which was attended by believ
ers from various cities of Chi] e. 
The meeting was preceded by a lun
cheon in the Hotel de France, at 
noon on the 11th. Aftenvards, the 
friends went to the Baha'i Center to 
discuss the following topics: 

Improved methods of spreading 
the Faith 

Consolidation of Assemblies 
Legal incorporation 
Baha'i literature and pamphlets, 

and their distribution 
Acceptance of new members 
Teaching the Cause from the 

standpOint of a better world 

Goals until 1951 
A public meeting was held that 

evening in the hall of the newspa
per, "El Mercurio." 

The following day the Baha'is met 
from morning until evening in the 
home of Artemus and Janice Lamb 
to continue their discussion and to 
partake together of a delicious din
ner . . 

Chile has lately been reinforced 
by the moving of Ed and Mary Bode 
from Rio de Janeiro to Santiago. 
They left behind a strong commu
ni ty. The Portuguese Publishing 
Committee, on which they had lab
ored very hard-, has been moved to 
Bahia, and Roy and Margot Worley 
and Linda Gabrielle Gleig have been 
appointed to it for this year. 

On her way home from the D0-
minican Republic to South Dakota, 
where she will finish her college ed
ucation, Sheila Rice-Wray spent two 
days in Haiti, visiting the Baha'is 
of Port-au-Prince, and two in Chi
cago, where she conferred- with the 
lAC. It was a joy to hear her tell 
of the strongly lmit and enthusiastic 
BaM'; community of Ciudad Trujillo, 
where Sheila had labored for a year, 
and her warm praise of her devoted 
fellow pioneer, Elena Marsella, who 
preceded her and is staying on, as 
well as her glowing account of the 
zealous and radiant Haitian Baha'is. 

Eduardo Gonzalez, who since last 
March has been assisting Katherine 
Meyer in Caracas, Venezuela, is re
turning to his home in Guayaquil, 
Ecuador. to continue his outstanding 
services to the Faith in his native 
land. 

At the Guardian's request, Flora 
Hottes, Who has already labored for 
five years for the Cause in South 
America, is returning to MonteVideo, 
Uruguay, sailing on December 31-

The Miesslers in Sao Paulo, Bra
zil, a re looking for a downtown cen
ter, as their meetings _are fast out
growing their home. "We almost al
ways have 25 or 30 t

H they write, 
"and there must be at least 50 or 
60 really interested to the point 
of bringing others whenever they 
come." 

They relate an incident which 
shows how marvelous are the ways 
our Cause is spread: One of their 
believers, Rangvald Taetz, lent a 
New Era to a friend, whose father, 
from the Interior of the country, on 
visiting his son begged it from him. 
Now, at home in the Interior, 



he and several friends are holding 
weekly meetings to study the book 
together. 

PrO§l"llDllD er' 8 Corner 
"0 ye apostles of Baha'u'llith! May 

my life be sacrificed for you! Be
hold the portals which Bahlt'u'llllh 
hath opened before you!" 

SROOm EFFENDI 
Challenging Requirement.. p. 26 

mNTS FOR ACTION 

Why not telephone the Registrar's 
office of the local college in your 
town for the names and addresses 
of incoming foreign students. Invite 
them in fo. supper informally in 
your home. Offer love and cordial 
hospitality before you expect them 
to listen to the Bah .. '! Tea chings. 

SUGGESTED FEAST PROGRAMS 

For the Feast of Power, N01J. 4 
I. Devotional Period 

A. Musical Prelude: The Holy 
City by Adams (recording) 
B. Worship: Baha'i Prayers p. 19 

("I beg of Thee 0 my God .•. ") 
Prayers and Meditations 
p. 245-7 ("My God, Thou Whom 

I adore .... ") 
p. 248 ("Create in me a pure 

heart .... ") 
p. 236-7 ("Thou art He . . .") 

fi .. Readings for Consultation Period 
Divine Art oj Living 

p.45-7 (We understand that the 
Holy Spirit ... ") 

Challenging Requirements p. 28-9 
("Invested among ... firmly estab
lished. ") 
For the Feast of Speech, No". 23 
I. Devotional Period 

A. Musical Prelude: The Heavens 
are Telling from The Creation by 
Hadyn (recording) 

B. Worship: Prayers and Medita
tions p. Z1 (' 'Praised be Thou . . .") 

BaM'! Prayers p. 53-4 ("In the 
name of God ..•• ") 

p. 2S-9 ("Invested among . . . 
firmly established. ") 

p. ~ ("0 Lord! 0 Lord! ... ") 
fi. Readings for the Consultation 
Period 

Gleanings p. 264-5 ("That seeker 
must . . . life of the soul. ") 

p. 280-1("By the righteousness 
will never defeat.") 

Promised Day is Come 
p. 122 ("The great age to come. 

. paving the way.") 
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Around the Baha'i World 
JAPAN 

(From a letter from Robert Ima
gire:) 

"Since the end of the war, that 
which the people had faith in 
dropped' from beneath their feet. 
Only too well they know that it was 
wrong. What is right, in what can 
one have faith? People here move 
like automatons, drunk with despair. 

"Is the Bah;"! Faith needed here? 
The need is far greater than I can 
describe. It seems far too slow to 
change and assist hearts and souls 
inaividually .... 

u ••• With their foundations ripped 
away, they are groping and despa
rately want a foundation ... the 
result being the choice of scientific 
materialism, or individualism, or to 
tum agnostic. 

"It seems that the wealthy, cul
tured, professional class ... doctors, 
lawyers, etc. is suffering the most. 
Those who were a bout to :.etire on a 
nest egg of say 10,000 yen (enough to 
purchase a large beautiful hotel be
fore the war) accumulated after 
years of work, now due to the infla
tion can only live for two months 
with this amount (or buy one CRrn
era). The wealthy are now the black-

marketeers and it is too bad; the 
life they lead creates a bad standard 
of living. The intellectual and cul
tural group being in poverty have 
therefore little inlIuence in the pres
ent society. The BahA'i teaching i. 
indeed a healing remedy for these 
unfortunate ones .•.. 

"The contrast between light and 
dark is so great that when there is 
light, it seems so wonderfully bright. 
Some of the bright spots in the work 
here ha s been as most of you know 
finding amidst the ruins of the south
west section of Tokyo this lovely 
building containing Agnes Alexan
der's precious BahA'i library with 
pictures of Martha Root, old copies 
of Star Of the We.t and Sta~ of the 
East, a sister magazine formerly 
printed in .Japan, and about SO(} cop
ies of BaM'u'lIoih and .the New Era 
in Japanese. There was of course the 

• thrill of finding the old Bill'ls and 
Baha'i mends, Dr. Masujima, Mr. 
and Mrs. Torii in Kyoto. Mr. Tanaka, 
Mr. Inouye, Mr. Ito of Tokyo and 
Mr. Fugita in Yanaii, just two sta
tions away from Hiroshima. . . 

"It seems very hopeful that a 
BaM'! discussion group will be form
ulated at the Tokyo University this 
fall, and not just an English disCWI-
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sion group, thanks to the effort of 
Mr. Shozo Kadota, to whom also a 
great debt of gratitude is due for his 
tmtiring zeal and devotion in trans
lating many of the Writings. 

"Feasts are now once again regu
larly observed. There are weekly 
firesides, monthly public meetings~ 
and now hi-monthly Baha'i study 
classes. 

"Amidst getas and kimonos, rice 
paddies and straw huts ... jeeps 
and jinrickshaws, the Baha'I Teach
ings now flow from soul to soul, are 
discussed and meditated upon _ . . 
insha Allah, we may be ready for 
the Third Seven Year plan in 1957." 

PUERTO RICO 
From a letter from Margaret Swen

gel which arrived just one day too 
late to be shared with the friends at 
the Louhelen Homecoming.) 

"Edie and I have both worked hard 
this year but the work has been fun 
because it has been so esSential in 
every respect. She had her job, of 
course, before coming and it Was" the 
perfect kind of work for a BahIl'i
public health - the most splendid 
opportunity to serve all of mankind. 
And she has had nothing but success 
in her professional life and she real
izes that that is because she has not 
had to do all her work alone. We 
Bahil'is realize so clearly that as we 
do our. work .according· to· Baha'i 
ideals we do indeed receive all the 
help and the inspiration .thatmakes 
us successful. Ewe has been c~rving 
a place for herself in. the Health De
partment .. of Puerto Rico and her 
reputation and fame are spreading.,... 
terrific assets for the . spreading of 
the Cause. And· I got my position at 
the University of Puerto Rico just 
two days after we landed. Education 
and health are the two most impor. 
tant needs of thepeopie here and it 
is more than mel;'e coincidence that 
we happen to be in these professions. 
In both cases our jobs have dove
tailed so perfectly into our Baha'i 
work and ou~ Bahll'i training has fit 
us so well for our jobs and our jobs 
.give us such a wide field for opera
tions and have given prestige to the· 
E:'aith. But it wasn't our doing-never 
before had I seen so clearly how per
fectly BahIl'u'llllh will work out our 
lives for us if we only permit Him 
to do so. 

"But for the actual Baha'i work: 
It has happened that almost all of 
our teaching has been with Youth 
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and boys ... We feel that this teach
ing of young boys is just about the 
most important thing that we could 
be doing .... The Youth and the 
Youth alone can help Puerto Rico 
out of its difficulties and that is prol>
ably true of the world at large .... 

"When we began back. in Febru
ary with our little group of twelve 
we thought that they couldo't possi
bly be interested. Boys aren't inter
ested in religion, the conditions of 
the world, the remedies that can 
bring peace to the peoples of the 
earth. They came out of sheer curi
osity and after they had seen the two 
American ladies that would be there. 
We had· no social program to offer
there were only two of us and there 
were so many of them and they were 
but boys. We did usually have cokes 
in the house or -crackers or some
thing but they could have had that 
for the same amoWlt of money that 
it cost them to come on the bus. But 
these boys were dissatisfied with 
their own lives and the lives of those 
about them and when the Baha'i 
Faith held something new they want
ed it and they wanted their friends to 
have it. Now for eight months they 
have been coming - of course not 
every one every time and some we 
don't see very often but others have 
joined the group and they have 
brought others so through its own 
force it has grown. 

". . . some of the boys were not 
-attending because -they were hearing 
the same thing all the time because 
each meeting would have a few new 
ones and they had to have the in
troductions. So we drew off those 
who were a little older and had that 
tiny separate group, and I taught 
them while Edie drove out to Rio 
Pedras to take the lessons with the 
rest. Both groups have made tre
mendous progress and the group 
here will be ready for the final 
lessons before deGlaring themselves 
very """n, I wish you all could hear 
some of the discussions- 'How does 
the Baha'i meet the problem of be
ing the victim of prejudices of a 
society?' 'Specifically, how must I 
live as a Baha'i so that people will 
know I am a Baha'i without my tell
ing them?' 'How do Balla'is live to
gether when they have their own 
communities?' (Here all my sum
mers and winters at Louhelen be-
came vivid in my memory as I tried 
to give the picture). . .. after having 
them here every week for about 

three months I think that they are 
becoming so much less critical of 
each other, so much more willing 
to accept the ups and downs of life 
so eager to improve themselves a'; 
cording to the BaM'i ideal, and their 
viewpoints about society are grad
ually becoming less old-world and 
more neW-world Baha'i. 

"Our first Baha'i Youth, Marce
lino Alcala, left about a month ago 
for the Navy. . . . He has told sev
eral of his friends about the Faith 
and they are interested. 

"Leaving one's own way of living 
to go to teach the Faith is not all 
a big picnic .... Right now I'd rather 
not think of all the most important 
things that are not being done be
cause I have 144 students in five 
classes, an -apartment to take care 
of, meals to plan, and a business to 
run. 

Every minute is needed for a 
dozen jobs and one can't help being 
definitely tired. But for every day 
that is rushed, for every job that 
gets a quick going over instead of 
a thorough accomplishment. . . 
there is a moment when a face lights 
up because the Faith takes hOld, 
there is a realization that the BahIl'fs 
here in Puerto Rico have also 
started their teaching work inde
pendenty of Edie and me (we tave 
a fireside here on Friday nights that 
neither of us a !tends), and 'there is 
that wonderful assurance that we 
cannot be called upon to do more 
that we are able. Let me just close 
with some such idea as this ·(it won't 
be well stated as it is a feeling be
yond my words)-in coming here I 
have had the privilege of being in 
si tua hons and conditions in which 
many of the promises of BaM'u'
llIlh have been fulfilled for me and 
now beycind anything else I know 
what the power of this Faith can 
.be. That knowledge, that realization 
before was largely an: intellectual 
thing with me and now it is way 
beyond !.hat. Our world is not one 
world yet but as we find the BaM'is 
in the world then we are indeed es
ta blishing that world and we can 
move about without that dragging 
sense of being a foreigner, of living 
in an impossibly strange and wrong 
place. Time is so short to make the 
world one but 1'm sure that every
body who is at Loubelen this min
ute is devoting all his time to its 
realization.' , 
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First Louhelen Homecoming. 

The BaM'i Youth Committee 
has invited the Chung Jan Associ· 
ation to the Center for a Tea Social 
on Sept. 26, as another step to bring 
their guests into closer contact with 
the Baha'i youth, thus affording an 
opportunity for discussion of the 
Faith. The Chicago youth were 
guests of this Association at an aU 
day picnic at Promontory House O.i.~ 
the Point, recently, and found they 
too are sincerely interested in better 
racial Wlderstanding. 

. Homecoming at Louhelen 
The Homecoming held at the 1.ou

helen Baha'i School, Davison, Michi
gan, Sept. 5 and 6, has now become 
a part of the seventeen-year history 
of this Baha'i SchooL 

With a record atteodance of well 
over 150 people, (this is only an esti
mate sinqe an accurate count was 
impossible because many of the be
lievers came only for a few hours 
each day, practically all of whom 
were alumni) this Homecoming was 
voted a great success and it was 
voted to ask the Louhelen School 
Committee to make it an annual 
event. 

Each day began with what has be
come a tradiMon at Louhelen - a 
period of prayer and meditation. 
Monday morning before the discus
aion began the believers had one of 
those rare opportunities to listen to a 
balf-bour concert given by Baha'i art
ists which included vocal, violin and 
piano selections. 

The program was arranged into 
three periods of discussion and c0n

sultations: "Efficient Administra
tion" was conducted by Mr. Donald 
Corbin of Detroit, who briefly re
viewed the history of the growth of 
Baha'i Administration, and included 
the presentation of ·a play based on 
local Assembly administration, writ
ten by Rnl;liyyib Khanum. The sec
ond session entitled "Teaching -
The Challenging Requirement" was 
lead by Mr. Ellsworth Blackwell of 
Chicago. The last period on a topic 
that is very close to the hearts. of all 
the believers assembled was called 
L<:Louhelen - Past, Present and Fu
ture". Mrs .. George A. True of Grosse 
Point, Michigant and chairman of 
the Louhelen Program Committee, 
served as moderator with the aid 
of Mr. Edwin Eardley of Detroit, 
chairman of the LouheIen Mainten
ance Committee: A thorough history 
of the school was placed before the 
friends along with a resume of p,re~-

ent activities and operating pro
cedures. AlmQst immediately. the 
friends began making suggestions 
and giving ideas to the school com· 
mittees. 

Perhaps one of the highlights of 
the, Homecoming was the ~ostume 
party Sunday evening. Preceding the 
party a picnic supper was held at 
~jthe Glen". Mter a session of group 
singing, everyone returned to the 
campus to prepare for the evening 
costume party. Costumes were made 
of articles to be donated later to the 
school. 

Notes of greeting were received 
from alumni in Switzerland, Brazil, 
Japan, and other parts of the United 
States. Other fea lures of the Home
coming weekend included a wire re
cording of talks on "Seven Valleys"; 
slides of South America, the Na
tional Convention and Louhelen; and 
the writing of a letter to the Guard
ian. Five of the Latin American pio
neers, all alumni, were present for 
this memorable two days, and all 
who shared it hope it may become 
an annual event. 

Bahi'l Addresses 

National Office: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Oft'ice: 
112. Linden Avenue, Wilmette. 
Dlinois. 

Baha') Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden A venue, Wilmette, 
!llinois. 

Bahti'j News Editorial Office: 
1001 W. Genesee SI. 
Lansing, Mich. 

CORVALLIS, OREGON 
This centrally located city of the 

state was the scene, July 18, of the . 
First Annual All.()regon Baha'i Con
ference and Picnic. This first con
ference, limited to Baha'is only, was 
attended by 24 of the friends who 
heard reports of work by groups and 
individuals which were inspiring to 
them. Of particular note was. the fact 
that Astoria has been opened to the 
Faith; and that the manner in which 
individual contacts have been made 
clearly indicates that divine assist
ance is ready to aid any .earnest 
effort. Contact work in the Newport 
and Graltis Pass areas is progress
ing fa vora bly, partly with the a ssist
ance of Frederick Mickelson, loaned 
by the Washington RTC. 

DAYTON,OmO 
Summertime teaching activity 

here reached out in a new direction 
with this community giving a picnic 
for a small group from the local 
Veterans' Home. The 22 ladies who 
responded and enjoyed the fried 
chicken dinner were ex-war nurses, 
elderly since they were froin the first 
world war and even the Spanlsh
American War. They were delighted 
with such hospitality which they 
rarely see and eager to know wha t 
group was so kind to them. This was 
the opportunity for a brief explana
tion of the Faith which led to' an 
invitation for the BahitJis to 
visit Miller Cottage at the Veterans' 
Horne where 83 ex-war nurses live. 
Furthermore the picnic was written 
up in the· paper of the Veterans' 

More Settlers 
Additions to list of settlers responding to the Guardian's Emergency appeal: 

New Assembly SeWer 
Fremo, Cal. Melvin R Wilder 
Fresno. Cal. Lydia Wilder 
Palo Alto. Cal. Katherine D. McPhee 
Reno, Nev. Jessie Vanderford..::. ~. 

Former LocaiiOll 
Terra Bella, Cal. 
Terra Bella, Cal. 
San Ansebno, Cal. 
SaCJ'amento. Cal. 
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Home, read by the 5000 veterans 
resident there. Thus for a nominal 
expense more people were reached 
in a day than through other methods 
in months. 

SAN FRANCISCO 
The San Francisco Spiritual As

sembly has purchased for the local 
Baha'i community a very favorably 
located lot as the site of a future 
~a,m-atu'l-Quds. It is located on the 
southwest corner of the intersection 
of Dewey and Laguna Honda Boule
vards, half a block from the Forest 
Hill Station of the Municipal Railway 
and therefore ouly twenty minutes 
from the center of town. It has also 

. good direct cross-town transporta
tion, and in addition may be reached 
by street-car or bus from any point 
in the city with no more than one 
transfer. Besides its favorable loca
tion with regard to transportation, 
an item of decided' importance and 
one difficult to solve in this city out
side of the expensive down-town 
locations, it is located in a good resi
dential district, one that is unlikely 
to ever become either commercial or 
depressed in value as home property. 
From the corner there i. a wide out
look over broad boulevards. and city
owned and parked properties of con
siderable beauty. On this site San 
Francisco looks forward to someday 
soon being able to offer the use of a 
true Baha'i Center to the service of 
the Cause in this area~ 

In Memoriam 
Mr. Fred Doht, Moline, ID. 7~8 
Mr. Grover Cornell, Chicago, ID. 

8-18-48 
Mr. Wendell E. Bacon, Monson, 

Mass. abOut 7-28-48 
Mr. Geo W. Stewart, Kooskia, Idaho 

about 1942. 
Miss Wilhelmina Rogall, New York 

City 8-12-48 . 
Mrs. M. L. R. Movius, Buffalo, N. Y. 

9-S-48 
Mr. Robert Toms, So. Windbam, 
. Maine about 8-29-48 

"When it (the soul) lea veth the 
body, however. it will evince such 
ascendency, and reveal such influ
ence as no force on earth can equal. 
Every pure. every refined and sanc
tified soul will be endowed with tre
mendous power, and shall rejoice 
with exceeding gladness." 

Gleanings, p. 154 
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Publishing Announcements 

Twenty-Five Years of the Guardian
ship by RuJ:>iyyih Khanum 28 pages 
attractive colored cover ... ea ... 25 

Index to Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Bah<i, 
Vols. I, II, III .................... 15 

Index to Kitab-;-Iqan ........ ea .. 15 

Index to God Passes By ...... ea .. 15 

World Question leaflets: a series of 
five small 4-page leaflets prepared 
for helping individual believers and 
local committees make new con
tacts. Each leaflet asks a question 
of general interest, like "Has Re
ligion Failed?", and answers the 
question with direct quotations from 
the Bah .. 'i teachings. Sold ill sets 
of five only .OS. For 5() sets (250 leaf
lets) price is $2.25; for 100 sets (500 
leaflets) $4.00 

Pamphlet-size compilations; four 
new compilations, attractively print
ed, eight pages of text and colored 
cover. Each compilation contains 
brief introductory and explanatory 
text, adapting it for reading by non
Baha'i students and inquirers. The 
four subjects cover the themes of 
greatest general interest at the Prt' .. 
ent time. The titles are:-

"God is Man's Goal"--dealing with 
the basic aims of religion. 

IlMan: the Supreme Tallsman"
explaining mind, soul and spirit. 

"Human Relations for World Un
ity"-the teachings on the oneness 
of manking. 

"The Religion of World Unity"
the Baha'i basis for world peace. 

Prices: One each of the four-30c; 
25 each of four, $6.00: 100 each of 
four, $22.50; 100 copies of anyone 
title. $6.00 

"Man. One FamilylJ Excerpts from 
Race and Man, eight pages a ttrac
tive cover with color. 5 copies .50c 

Outline to accompany What Mod
ern Man Must Know About Re
ligion mimeographed 5 pages .1Oc 

Prophecy Fulfilled by Elisabeth 
Cheney. A new printing with at
tractive green paper cover new 
price per 100 $4.50 

(Note: Error in compilation What 
Modern Man Must Know About Re

.ligion Page 26, paragraph No. 64 
word "perfection" should be "per
ception. ") 

DabS. 'i News is published. by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Balui. 'is of the United states aDd 
Cana.da as the officiaJ oews-letter 
or the Bah8,'j Community. The .Jirst 
issue appeared ill December. 19U. 

Baha. 'i News is edited for &be Na.
tional Spiritual Assembly by Us 
Baha'i News EditoriaJ CGmmitiee: 
Mrs. Roberta Christian., ehairmaD, 
Miss Margaret Yeu~rJ Mr. Gor
don A. Fraser. Editorial offtce: 
Mrs. Robeda ChristiaD, 1011 West 
Genesee St.. LaDBing, Mich. 

Please repon chaDges 01 address 
to whlcb Bab.8.'f News Is to be 
• ."" aDd other mallen pertaining 
10 Us _bulle 10 the _'f Na-
1I0nal OlDce. 536 Shericbm _, 
WIlmette, DliDoiL 
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Champion Builders of Baha'u'llilh's Rising 
World Order Must Scale Nobler 

Heights of Heroism 
Me888ge from the Guardian 

The deepening crisis ominously 
threatening further to derange the 
equilibrium of a politically con
vulsed, economically disrupted~ so
cially subverted, morally deeadent 
and spiritually moribund society is 
testing the tenacity, taxing the re
sources and challenging the spirit 
throughout three continents of the 
chosen trustees and valiant execu
tors of 'Abduil-Baha's Divine Plan. 
This present hour, however critical, 
fraught with uncertainty, cannot and 
must not retard the unfoldment of 
the manifold tasks so brilliantly in-

augurated, so diligently prosecuted, 
so dazzling in their prospects. 

The record of the Baha'i com
muni ty since inception of the Form· 
ative Age conclusively demonstrates 
that accomplishment of signal acts 
accompanied, or followed upon, per
iods of acute distress in European 
and American contemporary history. 
The machinery of the Administrative 
Order was established, and prelim· 
inary stage of construction of the 
House of Worship was undertaken, 
by a grief·stricken community in the 
anxious years fol1owing the sudden 
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removal of its loving, watchful 
FOlUlder. The superstructure of the 
Temple was erected amid the strain 
and stress of an economic depression 
of an unprecedented severity grip.
ping the North American continent. 
The first Seven Year Plan, opening 
stage in the execution of the historic 
mission entrusted to the American 
Baha'i community was launched in 
the face of a gathering storm cul
mina ting in the direst conflict yet 
experienced by mankind. The Tablets 
of the Divine Plan were revealed 
amidst the turmoil of the first World 
War involving great danger to the 
life of their Author. The remains of 
'Abdu'l-Bahats Mother and Brother 
were transferred to site of manu· 
ments constituting focus of institu
tions of future World Administrative 
Center and erected on the morrow of 
the outbreak of hostilities while the 
Holy Land was increasingly exposed 
to the perils precipitated by the sec
ond conflict. The daughter communi
ties of La tin America were called 
into being and exterior ornamenta
tion of the Temple was consum
mated while the American mother 
commwrity was in the throes of the 
last, most harassing stage of the dev
asta ling struggle. The world-wide 
Centenary celebrations crowning 
these enterprises were undertaken in 
such perilous circumstances and car· 
ried out despite the formidable ob
stacles engendered through prolong
ation of hostilities. National admin
istra ti ve headquarters were esta b
Iished in Tihrim, Cairo, Ba@dad, 
Delhi and Sydney. national and inter. 
national endowments were enriched 
and Assemblies incorporated in 
countries confronted by growing 
threat of invasion and encirclement. 
Th e second Seven Year Plan in
aUj!urating the transatlantic mission 
embracing Scand"anavia, the Low 
Countries, Switzerland, the Iberian 
and Italian Peninsulas. was latmched 
on the morrow of the catastrophic 
upheaval. despite the exhaustion, 
confusion, distress and restrictions 
afflicting a war-shattered continent. 
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The first fruits of this newly-launched 
Plan were garnered through con
vocation of first European Teaching 
Conference and erection of the ninth 
pillar of the Universal House of 
Justice in the Dominion of Canada 
despite premonitory rumblings of a 
third ordeal threatening to engulf the 
Eastern and Western Hemispheres. 
The central structure of the Bab's 
Sepulchre wa s buil t while the pre
cious life of its Builder was hanging 
perilously in the balance. Plans were 
drawn. contracts placed and fOlmda
tions laid for its arcade while the 
Holy Places were ravaged by flames 
of the civil strife burning fiercely in 
the Holy Land. 

Precious years are inexorably slip
ping by. The world outlook is stead
ily darkening. The American com· 
munity's most arduous feats still 
lie ahead. Disasters overtaking Eu
rope and America, more afflictive 
than any tribulations yet suffered in 
either continent may yet attend still 
more majestic revelations in the un
foldment of concluding stage of the 
second Seven Year Plan destined to 
witness successively the raising of 
the tenth and eleventh pillars of the 
Universal House of Justice, and the 
celebration of the Golden Jubilee of 
the Mother Temple of the West. 
. The champion builders of BaM.

'u'Uah's rising world order must 
sc3J.e nobler heights of heroism as 
humanity plunges into greater depths 
of despair, degradation, dissension 
and distress. Let them forge ahead 
Into the future serenely confident 
that the hour of their mightiest ex
ertions and the supreme opportunity 
for their greatest exploits most coin~ 
cide with the apocalyptic upheaval 
marking the lowest ebb in mankind's 
fast-declining fortunes. 

(signed) SHOGHr RABMNJ 

Cablegram received November 3, 
1948. 

Letters from the Guardian 
On Admittance of Applicants 

"'He has noted with care what you 
had written him regarding the ques
tion of admittance of applicants into 
the Cause. This is certainly a mat
ter which calls for the utmost tact, 
wisdom and consideration on the 
part of Baha'i Assemblies. While, 
as he himself has repea tediy 
stressed, a unifonn procedure should 
be adopteti. and followed where by 
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every applicant should be required 
to express his whole-hearted and un
conditional acceptance of the essen
tial verities of the Cause, great care 
should also be taken not to insist on 
matters of a secondary importance 
which the newcomer cannot, for 
obvioUs reasons~ fully grasp and 
apprehend at the beginning. Once the 
applicant has been admitted in the 
Community with a clear understand
ing of the duties and responsibili
ties. and essential implications 
which such membership entails, 
there would be no difficulty for him 
in gradually adjusting his whole 
ideas according to the requirements 
set forth in the Teachings. The pro
cess of becoming a Bahiei is neces
sarily slow and gradual. The essen~ 
tial is not that the beginner should 
have a full and detailed knowledge 
of the Cause, a thing which is obvi
ously impossible in the vast majority 
of cases, but that he should, by an 
act of his . own will be wtlling to 
uphold and follow the trnth and guid
ance set forth in the Teachings, and 
thus open his heart and mind to the 
reality of the Manifestation." -
Through his secretary, t() Mrs. Ethel 
M. Hunt. November 28, 1939. 

On Increased Responsibility of 
American Bah.8.'is 

Now that the work carried on by 
the American Baha'is is becoming 
so important in both Europe and 
Latin America, their duties at home, 
likewise, are increasing in import
ance, and their sense of responsibili
ty towards the work they have 
undertaken in this new pha se of the 
Divine Plan must steadily increase. 
Their commitments are heavy; they 
must finish the Temple, send out 
more teachers. publish more litera
ture, be worthy of the pOSition they 
are taking in the eyes of the world, 
for the Public everywhere is grow
ing more conscious of the Faith as a 
real force in the world, and its ad
herents must stand forth as exemp
lars of what they preach. tI_ Through 
his secretary, to believers who at
tended the General Session at Lou~ 
helen School, July 29, 1948. 

On Inability of Modem Education 
to Produce a Mature Mind 

People today indeed do tend to be 
very superficial in their thinking, 
and it would seem as if the educa
tional systems in use are sorely lack
ing in ability to produce a mature 

mind in a person who has reached 
supposediy adult life! All the outside 
influences that surround the indivi
dual seem to have an intensely dis
tracting effect, and it is a hard job 
to get ·the average person to do any 
deep thinking or even a little medi
tation on the problems facing him 
and the world at large. Over and 
over again Baha 'u'llah cried out 
against the heedlessness of human
i ty, and warns of the fate such an 
attitude must lead to. Did we not 
know w ha t God plans to, and will 
do, with the world in the future, we 
should certainly be as hopeless as 
many of the best thinkers of our 
generation have become."-Through 
his secretary, to Mr. Wm. Kenneth 
Christian, September 22, 1948. 

Shoghi EiJendi 
Shoghi Effendi is the Great Grand

son of Baha'u'llah-tbe Grandson of 
'Ahdu'l-Baha. His mother - Ziah 
Khanum - is the oldest daughter of 
'Abdu'l-Baha and his father Mirza 
Hadi is a relative of the Bab. He 
therefore is descended from the two 
great Manifestations of the Bah8.'l 
Dispensation-the Bab and Baha
'u'llSh. 

He was born in the Prison City of 
'Akka on February 28, 1897-the eld
est Grandson of 'Abdu'l-Baha. He 
was a most unusually attractive 
child and greatly loved by both 
'Abdu'I-Baha and the Greatest Holy 
Leaf. Always he lived with his fam
ily in the home of 'Abdu'l-Baha and 
there was under the training of the 
Master from his birth. 'Abdu'l-Baha 
had private teachers (2 French gov
ernesses) in His old prison home for 
tho children in His family and later 
Shoghi Effendi went to a French 
school in Haifa and from there he 
went to Beirut College ~ and gradu
ated. In 1920 he entered Oxford Uni
versity in Baliol College and made 
English his major study and it was 
while still at Oxford when 'Abdu'l
BaM ascended Nov. 28, 1921. 

It was found that the Master had 
appointed him to be the Guardian 
of the Cause of Baha 'u'lIith and its 
Center after the Ascension of 
'Abdu'l-Baha and the Life Chairman 
or head of the Universal House of 
Justice whenever it is elected. He is 
the only authoritative Interpreter of 
the writings of the Bab and 
Baha'u'lIah. 

(Continued on pa.ge 4) 
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Public Recognition of Faith Increases 
From a group of college students 

in Athens, Greece, the Baha'i Faith 
last month received an enthusiastic 
boost. Wrote the association secre
tary: " ... We are so much inter
ested in having your programme 
which we will try to put into action. 
I personally am completely resolved 
to work at it that if I had the pos
sibilities to travel, I would gladly 
spend my lifetime to make it known 
all over the world . . . I wish to 
pay my respects to the Guardian, 
Mr. Shoghi Effendi, and all the mem
bers of the Committee •.. We shall 
form a Baha'i Committee for Greece 
if you allow it . . ." 

During the past year, responses 
to Baha'i advertising have come 
from persons in every state and from 
more than 30 countries of the world. 
Students from more than 50 colleges 
and universities have requested in
formation about the Faith. The Com
mittee maintains an active mailing 
list to educators, students and col
lege libraries. Wrote two college stu
dents "who feel that the religious 
concepts to which we have been ex
posed do not adequately answer the 
problems presented by the world to
day, we were very much interested 
in your advertisement in Newsweek. 
Would you please send us some lit
erature concerning the Baha'i 
Faith?" 

How well Baha'i observers at the 
founding of the United Nations in 
San Francisco (1945) succeeded in 
presenting the Baha'i viewpoint was 
evidenced in Great Britain, last sum
mer when the leader of India's del
egation to the UN, Sir A. Ramas
wami Mudaliar, had this to say to 
a British believer: 

"A little group of Baha'is who were 
at the conference and met me after
wards, congratulated me on having 
given expression on that world plat
form to some of the beliefs they held 
dear. That is how I have become 
acquainted and soon deeply inter
ested in the Baha'i Faith. I have 
since had the privilege of meeting 
Baha'is in various centers in India, 
Europe and America. I have a very 
happy and lively recollection of my 
VISIt to Wilmette, Ill., where I was 
taken around the "Temple of Light" 
-the Baha'i Temple--a beautiful.and 
inspiring structure, which in its very 
architecture, with its nine sides ded-

icated to the nine great religions of 
the world, emphasizes the univer
sality of all religions ... The Baha'i 
Faith remarkably speaks not of one 
Prophet for all time but of a SUC

cession of prophets as Divine Dis
pensation sees· need for them . . . 
How much the world needs such a 
spirit today . . . u 

Spotlight on the Temple: North
western university students reading 
their 1948 SyIlabus saw a picture 
of a group of NU editorial workers. 
Prominently displayed on a bulletin 
board in the background was a pub. 
licity picture of the Baha'i Tem
pIe ... Chicagoland's television aud
ience recently saw what was prob
ably the first televising of the Baha'i 
Temple, Occasion was a yacht race 
off Wilmette harbor filmed from 
lakeside . . . To the crew and 25 
leading press representatives aboard 
the Navy's huge flying boat "Mars," 
which recently flew non-stop from 
Honolulu to Chicago, went an air
view of the Temple. The famous 
craft circled maj estically near the 
Temple preparatory to landing in 
Chicago harbor . . . For years 
Great Lakes ships have been using 
the glistening white dome of the 
Temple as a landmark. Recently one 
ship's master paid a visit to the 
Temple. In appreciation to the "lit
tle lady who so graciously guided 
me through the Temple," the cap. 
tain sent a card of thanks and a 
note that he would wave as his ship 
passed far out on Lake Michigan 
ea ch Friday . . . One of the most 
successful publicity releases leatur· 
ing the Temple (nearly 800 clippings) 
was the wartime Navy photograph 
of "Point Oboe," as pilots tagged the 
Temple. Now, with a great reserve 
program at nearby Glenview air sta
tion once again filling north shore 
skies with planes, pilots circle "Pornt 
Oboe" as a trial run before leaving 
on training flights . . . In response 
to a recent ad, ODe reader wrote: 
"Only once in my life did I ever see 
your Temple, and then it was from 
an airplane. It is the most beautiful 
structure I have ever seen." 

Publicity notes: To the 46,265 read
ers of the Waterloo (Iowa) Sunday 
Courier~ staff writer Frances Jordan 
McHugh introduced the Waterloo 
Baha'i community. "They are but 13 
strong, and their faith is that 
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founded by Baha'u'llilhand called 
Baha'i. They have no sermons and 
very little ceremony-no more than 
a school classroom. Mostly they 
study-'investigate t they call it." Ac
companying the long article is a pic~ 
ture of the Waterloo Baha'is, cap
tioned: "Theirs is caned the World 
Faith of Baha'u'llah and their activi
ties are far from the 'weird and 
eerie' conception many people at
tacj to 'cults' and independent 
faiths. " 

In his widely-syndicated column. 
"The Deep South Speaks," Baha'i 
editor Robert Durr recently wrote: 
"I find that the Baha'is, even in the 
deep South, are the only group which 
includes persons of all races with 
various religious backgrounds who 
are building the type of men and 
women to live, love, worship and 
work on the basis of total equality. 
These people seem to know where 
they are going-what the world to
morrow must be like if we are to 
live, grow and be happy." 

Editorialized Editor .r essen in 
Jessen's Weekly, a Fa i r ban k s, 
Alaska, paper, "The Baha'i teach
ings are so sound and so simple that 
it is astOnishing that leaders have 
been imprisoned for their expres
sion." 

Smith College Alumnae Quarterly 
(August, 1948) carried this interest
ing item about artist Mark Tobey's 
"Arena of Civilization," which "de
picts in layers the different strata 
of civilization that evolve one out of 
the other, culminating in Toynbee's 
prophecy of the Baha'i spirit in the 
upper section devoted to our modern 
age." 

Results of long-range planning, 
good press relations for the Baha'i 
Faith was evidenced in recent weeks 
when at least a half-<lozen syndicated 
news stories and features appeared 
in papers, both large and smail, 
across the country. Many towns and 
cities covered were receiving Baha'i 
publicity for the first time. The out
standing faci is not to be found in 
the number of clipping returns, how
ever, rathe:r in that editors are ac
cepting our material as news. 411-
other item of interest is that editors 
and writers are using materials sent 
out in previous years by this com
mittee and local Baha'i publicity 
committees, indicating the value of 
such activity which at the moment 
seemed lost. 

-PUBLIC REl.A.TIONS CoM:Ml'1"D:E 
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The Heart of the BaIui'i 
Community 

Beloved Friends: 
The intention, and the ability, of 

the Bahit' is today to develop a 
world community inspired with love 
for God, reverence for His law, and 
justice and consideration for an 
types of human being, are not only 
the greatest matters being undertak
en on earth today: they are the 
greatest undertaking humanity has 
ever assumed. Town by town, coun
try by country, by tens and by scores 
and by hundreds, the believers who 
have responded to the Proclamation 

. of Baha'u 'llab pursue this sacred 
mission. 

Without changing their re sidence, 
they have changed their hearts; 
without abandoning their family or 
professional responsibilities, they 
work with a new mind. In a society 
stricken by fear they build a society 
of firmest conviction. Surrounded by 
conditions reflecting injustice, in
equity, prejudice and lawlessness, 
the Baha'is are they who by unity 
know that evil will be barred out, 
and by activity for the sake of His 
Cause soul sickness and contagion 
are left behind. 

This is the most mysterious 
process of the ages, It is as though 
in an ancient rug, once beautiful, 
now rent, discolored and outworn, 
certain threads could be used again, 
and these threads are pulied from 
the old rug and rewoven in a new 
design. 

The pulsating heart in this process 
of society-building is a social insti
tution imbued with spiritual signifi
cance, the Nineteen Day Feast. 

The Nineteen Day Feast is not one 
of many BaM'i meetings. It is not 
an occasion or gathering which any 
Baha'i can deem to be incidental to 
some other, more important duty. 
Th..:: Nineteen Day Feast is the -shut
tle which, in the hands of the Divine 
Artist, weaves into the new Pattern 
all those threads which are strong 
enough to serve ills purpose. 

Groups study, individuals pray, 
A:jsemblies' deliberate committees 
plan. All this is essential and neces
sary, but nothlng on earth today has 
the specific and functional purpose 
of the Nineteen Day Feast - the 
builder of the world community 
which must demonstrate the Most 
Great Peace. 

wfhe Nineteen Day Feast was in-
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augurated by the Bab and ratified 
by Baha'u'llab, in His Holy Book, the 
Aqdas, so that people may gather 
together and outwardly show fellow
ship and love, that the Divine my
steries may be disclosed." "The 
Nineteen Day Feast has been 
described by the Guardian as the 
foundation of the World Order of 
Baha'u'llah. . Baha'is should 
regard this Feast as the very heart 
of their spiritual activity. their parti
cipation in the mystery of the Holy 
Utterance, their steadfast unity one 
with another in a mystery raised 
high above the limitations of race, 
class, nationality, sect, and person
ality, and their privilege of contrib
uting to the power of the Cause in the 
realm of collective action." 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL AssEMBLY 

Correspondence on Budget 
and Financial MaHers 

The National Spiritual As
sembly requests all National 
Committees to address the 
Treasurer's Office, 112 Linden 
Avenue. Wilmette, TIlinois, on 
matters pertaining to their 
budgets and other financial 
matters. In general, all be· 
lievers are to deal directly with 
the Treasurer on such matters. 

Programmer's Corner 
"The full mea sure of your success 

is as yet unrevealed, its significance 
unapprehended. Erelong ye will with 
your O'WIl eyes witness how brilliantly 
everyone of you, even as a shlning 
star, will radiate in the firmament 
of your country the light of Divine 
Guidance, and will bestow upon its 
people the glory of everlasting 
life," SHOGBI EFFENJI[ 

Challenging Requirements p. 26 

Hints f .... Action 
Have you "as socia ted freely" this 

month with one outside society ha v~ 
and aims similar to those of the 
Bahalis? Which one? Did you report 
it to your L,S.A. Attend the public 
meetings or the organizational meet
ings of like-minded groups (for ex
ample, Church sponsored public for
UIDS, Book Review and Current Ev
ents Clubs, P .T.A., Health groups, 
Esperantists, World Federalists) and 
meet those prospective Baha'is who 
may be "ripe" for the teachingsl 

SHOGHI EFFENDI 
(Continued from page 1) 

In His Will and Testament 'Abdu'l
Baha writes that he is the primal 
branch of the Divine and Sacred Lote 
Tree that has grown out from the 
Twin Holy Trees (meaning Baha
'u'llah and the rub) and that he is 
the sign of God, the Chosen Branch, 
the Guardian of the Cause of God; 

"The Mighty Stronghold shall re
main impregnable and safe through 
obedience to him who is the Guard
ian of the Cause of God." 

Note: Translation of a letter from Mirza 
Hadi to Dr. Zia Bagdadi. written many 
years ago. in response to a request for 
information about Shoghi E1l'endi. 

"Appeal Entire Community" 
Appreciate Assembly's message. 

Praying for success of plans. Urge 
special effort expedite work of 
Temple, reinforce pioneer endeavor 
in Europe owing to deteriorating in· 
ternational situation. Appeal to en
tire community wholeheartedly per
severe irrespective darkened out. 
look. 

(signed) SBOOHI RABBANI 

Cablegram received October 21, 
1948. 

Green Acre Winter School 
There will be a winter session 

at Green Acre School during 
the week between Christmas 
and New Yearts. Classes will 
be in session from December 
27th through January 1st. More 
detaJls will be published later. 
Anyone interested in attend
ing and wanting information 
should contact: 
(MRS,) DOROTHYM. FISHER 

7153 BRYAN ST. 
PHILADELPHIA 19, PA. 

Because of limited accom
modations, reservations must 
be made by those planning to 
attend. Please make them as 
soon as possible. 

Calendar 

Dec. 12-Masa'il-Questions 

Dec. 31---liliaral-Honor 

NSA Meeting: Dec. 3·5 
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Prestige of Faith Grows in Europe and we need for them especially 
warm things like woolen stockings 
or wool to knit them, warm trousers 
and especially shoes. We are thank
ful for anything you send. All the 
believers are hardly able to work 
on account of lack of food .... We 
do not want to complain as we know 
you bring already so many sacri
fices for us. But you know it is hard 
to keep up the Baha'i work if you are 
so weak. It seems the whole world 
is hungry and we realize how hard 
it is to help the whole world." 

One of the most important peace 
organizations in Europe today is the 
uWorld Movement for World Feder~ 
al Government.!? Its United States 
representation is from the United 
WorW Federalists. 

TIlls year the organization held 
its annual Congress in Luxembourg 
from Sept. 5 to ll, and invited our 
NSA to send a Baha'i representative 
as observer. Mr. Ugo Giarchery. one 
of our pioneers in Rome, was chosen 
to be the representative. All the 
Baha'i pioneers living in Luxem
bourg were thoroughly alert to the 
significance of their opportunity to 
publicize the Faith on this occasion. 
They began before the Conference 
by offering their assistance to Mr. 
Henry Koch, Secretary of the Execu
tive Committee of the organization, 
This was gratefully accepted and be
cause of the valuable assistance giv~ 
en, the Baha'is were granted permis
sion to put up aBaba 'f display booth 
in the building where the Conference 
was held. 

Mr. Koch gave a dinner party 
after the Conference, and, of the help 
given him by our pioneers, he said 
the following: 

"It really seemed as though they 
had been sent to me by. a higher 
power ... I was afraid that I would 
have to turn the Conference to Par
is. I was so desperate for help ... 
but they came to me unheralded-it 
was a miracle. U 

The display booth was most 
attractive, dignified and impressive. 
It was placed at the top of the stairs 
in the building containing the Con
ference hall, a spot that everyone 
had to pass to get to the meetings. 
The effect of the large banner with 
·'Baha'i World FaithH printed on it, 
and hung over the display was 
arresting and dramatic. 

Envelopes were prepared contain· 
ing a copy of "The Baha'i Peace 
Program" and a copy of "Unity of 
Conscience," together with an at
tractively printed card saying: 

"To the Participants in the 1948 
Congress of the World Movement for 
World Federal Government: The 
members of the Baha'i World Faith 
realizing your interest in the cause 
of World Unity, and appreciating 
your effort toward its establishment, 
offer these booklets far your consid· 
era lion." These envelopes were gi v-

en to the delegates and observers 
from the display booth. 

Since observers were not allowed· 
to give a public verbal statement 
the Baha'is prepared a power: 
ful press release which Mr. Giach
ery gave to the delegates and to 
all the accredited press. Mr. Giach
ery 9.nd the Luxembourg believers 
were extremely busy throughout the 
Conference- personally contacting 
key people from all the different 
countries represented there. Direct
ly after the Conference the Baha'is 
heW a large public meeting and 
several smaller informal meetings 
inviting the people to hear Mr. 
Giachery speak on '·The Baha'i Pat
tern for World Order." 

'Ibis Conference is reported in de
tail because of the following signifi
cant facts: 1. An invitation from the 
World Movement for World Federal 
Government Organization to our 
NSA to participate in its 1948 Con
gress shows that the Baha'i Faith is 
growing in strength and prestige 
throughout Europe; 2. This Congress 
furnished a wonderful opportunity 
through its delegates to spread the 
knowledge of the Faith to many 
many countries of the world, and 3. 
it sho:ws what an invalua bIe service 
is rendered the Faith when such an 
opportunity is exploited to its fullest 
degree by our devoted believers. 
From Luxembourg Mr. Giachery 
went to Amsterdam and to Brussels 
to assist these Communities with 
public talks and firesides. 

"We must always bear in mind 
our self is but a shadow. That Baha
'u'llilh perhaps works through us 
means all. This is what all the heroes 
of the Faith including your pio
neers have been and are still now 
practicing. I am not as much ~Ger. 
man' as I have been. I am a Baha'i 
only, a World citizen. But my 
task is this German work and I know 
the needs here. Perphaps it is be
cause of this inner change that the 
American believers mean so much 
to us. . . . The time of this early 
fall has been hard for many friends 
as food has been, mostly wi thou! po
tatoes, very scarce . ... Your nice 
parcel well arrived. I divided it 
among some friends who have been 
in special need and had some for 
our own t with much great joy." 
-~'Wmter now has come and we 

have only a little fire in our kitchen,. 
the only room that may be heated, 
because the other fireplaces are de
stroyed, and besides that we would 
not have coal or wood enough. So 
it is well that inside is burning the 
fire of love to Baba'u'llith and each 
other." MBa. BEAmIt:E ASHTON 

International Relief 
Representative 

EvanshiTe Hotel, Evanston, n!~ 

The E.T.C. expresses its heartfelt 
gratitude to Miss Mildred Elmer and 
Mrs. June Marangella who have 
served devotedly in their respective 
fields of Switzerland and Italy, and 
have just returned to the United 
States. 

The latest pioneer to sail for Eur
ope is Mrs. Marion Little, who left 
on Oct. 16 to take up her post in 
Madrid. 

-EUlKPEAN TEACHING COMMIT".l'EE. 

International Relief 
The following excerpts from letters 

received recently from Germany il
lustrate the continued need for warm. 
clothing, especially shoes and woolen 
garments, and food for Baha'is in 
that country. 

;;Darkness hath encompassed every 
land, 0 my God, and caused most of 
Thy servants to tremble. I beseech 
Thee, by Thy Most Great Name, to 
raise in every city a new creation 
that shall turn towards Thee, and 
shall remember Thee amidst Thy 
servants, and shall unfurl by virtue 
of their utterances and wisdom the 
ensignes of Thy victory, and shall de
tach themselves from all created 
things. 

"It is so hard to get clothes for 
the children. as they are gro'l.Ving 

Potent art thou to do Thy pleasure. 
No God is there but Thee, the Most 
Powerful, He Whose help is implored 
by all men." BA.a:AJU·WB 
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'Ibis piCDic croup in Kaasas CHy~ Mo. represems JIahi.'is aDd Meads from 1Dde.. 
peDGieaoe. M.o •• Kansas City, Kan., LiHle Bock Alt. ... aDd Kansas City, Mo~ ea A1II'. 
8. II ...... IIIe idea of the yCJaJ>geSt Baha'I, Chari .. Doney, to hold _ gaiherIDg BO 
his __ led contacts ceuld meet some of IIIe Baha'is. Four of his Meads and live 
yooItil a_ed. 

The Home From 
DANVILLE, IU... 

A Fellowship meeting to bring bet
ter acquaintance between the Bah;,'ls 
of Champaign - Urbana and Dan
ville was held Oct. 4 in the YWCA 
of Danville. This meeting preceded 
the first of a series of public meet
ings sponsored by the Danville com
munity. Chris Leins preseoted the 
discussion topic, uThe Divinity of 
Economy.' I Evidence of increased 
grnwth was shown by the acceptance 
into the Faith that evening of three· 
new youth, Clifford Andrew Bige, 
Mary Lou Bige, and Wanda Weaver, 
due greatly to the firesides conduct
ed by Miss Weaver's mother. 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 
A BaM'i youth from New York, 

Donald Harvey has been actively 
publicizing the Faith through the use 
of his own experimentai radio sta
tion, WXBM. He has used twelve of 
the BahII'i radio transcriptions and 
further uses symphony music and 
popular forms as well. Now he is 
maiIiog out his broadcast schedule 
to about 120 names in his neighbor
hood. 

INGLEWOOD, CAL. 
OVer fifty friends from southern 

California atteoded the annual mem
orial service at the grave of Thorn
ton Chase, Sept. 30. The program 
was opened with the prayer revealed 
by 'Abdu'I-Bah" at the grave of Mr. 
Chase .. A beautiful address was 

given on the life of the deceased by 
Willard Hatch who had known him 
personally. 

FALSINGTON, PA. 
A Sukiyaki Dinner, combined with 

a Bah!!'i meeting held Sunday, Aug. 1 
in Faisington attracted 24 interested 
people. Annamarie Honnold's talk, 
"World Religion for World Peace," 
drew close attention and many ques
tions afterward, as well as a follow
up article in the UTrenton Times." 

GREAT FALLS, MONT. 
During the Northern Montana 

State Fair at Great Falls, Aug. 2-7 
a Bah!!'i booth was maintained. 
Some 400 to 600 people were per
sonally contacted and at least 10,000 
visitors to the Fair saw the name 
Bahati. 

PALMER, ALASKA 
The Mantanuska Valley Fair was 

the focus of cooperation between the 
Alaska RTe and the Anchorage As
sembly in the maintenance of a 
booth, Sept. 4-6. A display of the 
global theme, HOne World" was 
attractively enhanced by green 
leaves beneath the words, "The 
earth is one country and mankind 
its citizens." A minimum of 200 per
sons were given personal attention 
and showed sincere interest. A news
paperman from Juneau asked the 
friends to write an articIe for his 
paper telIiog of the Bah;' 'i move
ment in Alaska from the heginning. 

Suggested Daily Readings 
for December, 1948 

1 Pattern for Future Society
B&N. E. 328, 329 

2 Pattern for Future Society
B.&N.E. 330, 331 

3 Pattern for Future Soclety
B.&N.E. 332, 333 

4 Pattern for Future Society
B.&N.E. 334, 335 

5 Pattern for Future Society
B.&N.E. 336, 33"l 

6 God's Unerring Balance
B.W.F.-45,46 

7 Point of Adoration-B.W.F.-52 
8 E 1 e c ted representatives _ 

B.W.F.-57, 68 
9 Tablet to the People-B.W.F.-

64,65 
10 Tablet to the People-B.W.F.-

66, 67 
11 Tablet to the People-B.W.F.-

68 
12 "Feast of Questions"-D.A. 01 

L. 101 
13 "'Tablet of Tarazat"'-B.W.F. 

166, 167 
14 The First Iohn\q-B.W.F. 198 
15 The Second IoI>ri.q--B.W.F. 198 
16 The Third and Fourth Iabriq-

B.W.F. 198, 199 
17 The Fifth and Sixth Iohn\q

B.W.F.I99 
18 The Seventh and Eighth Iohriq 

-B.W.F. 200, 201 
19 -The N"mth Iabriq-B.W.F. 

201, 202, 203 
20 Ch H~1I'3, 194 
21 Gl. 16 
22 Gl. 35 
23 Tribulation-B.W.F. 154 
24 B.&N.E.-I78, 178 
25 Be FaIr-GL-181, 182 
26 Gl. Ch. cvn, cvm, CIX 
27 Gl. Cb. ex 
28 Gl. Cb. CXI page 217 
29 Gl.202 
30 Gl. 263, 284 
31 Feast of Honor-H. W., Per--

sian 82 
Key, 
B.N .E.-Bah&'u'llib & the New En. 
B.W.F.-Baha'f World Faitll 
D.A-L.-Divlne Ari oII.Iviq 
Db- H.--ch"""" Hiahwa7 
GI.-GIea.nbIp 

Bahi.'i Addresses 

National Office: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmetto, 
Illinois. 

Trea"surer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Baha'I Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 
Lansing, Web. 



Publishing Announcements 
Reli{lious Education fOT a Peace

fu! Society, pamphlet prepared by 
Public Relations Committee for its 
national mailing list of educators, a 
supply of which has been taken by 
the Publishing Committee for sale 
to Assemblies and individuals. This 
statement analyzes the failure to es· 
tablish peace by action of individual 
conscience, sectarian religion, na
tionalism, and secular education, 
and outlines the new, universal edu
cation developed in the Baha'i teach
ings. 24-page pamphlet. Paper cover 
with al1-<>ver Temple design. Text 
cites twenty-six quotations from the 
W ri lings. Per copy, 25c postpaid. 

A Baha'i Child's Song Book. A book 
of songs for the small child, illu
strated and bound in blue. This at
tractive book is the same size and 
shape as A BaM'i Child's ABC and 
contains songs designed to illustrate 
major Baha'i principles, a Grace be
fore meals song, a prayer before 
sleeping song, a Temple song, the 
Greatest N arne and others of· gen
eral appeal. . . . Per copy, $1.00 
postpaid. 

Memorial for Martha Root 
in Honolulu 

The Honolulu friends held a social 
meeting in their center on Sept, 19 
to welcome back Dr. and Mrs. Otto 
H. Swezey from an extended visit to 
the states and enjoyed aCcolUlts of 
their visits in California, Utah, and 
Vancouver. Later the group went to 
pray at the grave of Martha Root. 
The simple but beautiful stone ove, 
her tomb wa s on this day decorated 
with pink Mexican creeper and liana 
vines in a semi-circle against a back
ground of water lilies of blue, pink, 
yellow and purple while all around, 
plumeria trees and both golden and 
pink shower trees were bursting with 
bloom against the intense blue of the 
sky. 

While they stood beneath a pink 
shower tree ~ a fa vori te of Martha's, 
a friend read one of the best loved 
prayers of this bles sed soul. A gift 
of leaves from America and rose 
petals from the shrine of the 
Greatest Holy Leaf sent by a New 
Zealand friend were placed in the 
earth beside the headstone and then 
each of the nineteen friends read a 
special prayer for the occasion, with 
the closing one for the protection of 
our Guardian. 

BAHA'i NEWS 

Baha'is gathered in BeIena~ Montana for a state-wtae plcn10 In BemIDI. state 
Park,. Aug. %9, are from Great Falls, Helena, and BozemaD. 

Suggested Feast Programs 
FOR THE FEAST OF QUESTIONS, DEC, l%th 
DEVOTIONAL PERIOD 
A. Musical Prelude; It Is Fufilled---By Bach (recording) 
B. Worship 

Prayers and Meditations 255-"Lauded and glorified. " 
Prayers and Meditations 19O--"Magnified be Thy name ... n 

Divine Art of Living 87-"1 beseech Thee, 0 Thou .•. u 

PrayeTs and Meditations 248-"Create in me a pure heart ... " 
Prayers and Meditations 259--"0 Thou Whose face; .. n 

READINGS FOR THE CONSULTATION PERIOD 
Gleanings-149--"And now concerning thy question" to "His holy and hidden 

Tablets." 
150--U As to thy question concerning the origin of manu to "none 

can be found ready to answer." 
FOR THE FEAST OF HONOR, DEC. 31ST 
DEVOTIONAL PERIOD 
A. Musical Prelude; The Lords Prayer by Bach (recording) 
B. Worship 

Bahri.'i Prayers II "All praise 0 my God," 
Prayers and Meditations 227 "AI1 Glory be to Thee., " 
Prayers and Meditations 222 "Unto Thee be praise," 
Divine Art of Liping 76 "He is the Compassionate, U 

READINGS FOR THE CONSULTATION PERIOD 
Advent of Divine Justice--18-9-0-"Of these spiritual prerequisites" to 

"Ornament of holy and goodly deeds." 
-NATlDNAL B ..... 'j PIIoaRAMMING COMMl'I'lEB 

Baha'is of Urbaoa. Champaign, and Danville. minois at Danville. Oct. 4. 1948. 
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Around the Baha'i World 
GERMANY 

(From Geneva BUTeau News Ex
c/umge) 

The Baha'i Youth of Germany gave 
the entire month of August to the 
clearing work on the FTankfu:rt Na
tional Centre, "The building, (re
cently acquired by tbe NSA) is 50% 
ruin, and an enormous amount of 
work preparatory to reconstruction 
is necessary. The young people are 
to cart away rubble and to scratch 
off dirt and cement from every brick 
that can be used again, there are 
about 30,000 bricks .... Even ·~old" 
friends are so fired with enthusiasm 
for this "spadework" that many of 
them have sent in their names to 
volunteer for it, Martin Aiff and wife 
are in charge of the organizational 
part: a community kitchen will serve 
all volunteer workers. U 

CANADA 
(From Canadian Bahci"i News, Au
gust, 1948) 
This issue begins with the tbrilling 

words, UWE ARE ON THE MARCH" 
David Hofman, from England, au
thor of the book, uprhe Renewal of 
Civilization," who has just completed 
a teaching tour from Vancouver to 
Montreal made at the request of the 
Canadian National Spiritual Assem~ 
bly, was impressed witb the virility 
of the new communities~ their confi
dence in achieving Canada's goal, 
and tbe potentialities of the believ
ers. 

The Five Year Plan is gatbering 
momentum. Eastern Canada has 
chosen nineteen new localities to be 
settled before the end of this' Bahik' i 
year. The West already has to its 
crew t the settlement of the first new 
locality since the Plan started in the 
transfer of a believer to Nanaimo, 
B.C, The goal for this year is one 
hundred localities in Canada with at 
least one OJ;' more resident Baha'is. 
GREAT BRITAIN 

(From Baha'i Journal, published 
by the National Spiritual Assembly 
oj the BaM'is of the British Isles,) 
The thrilling story of tbe inception 

of the World Order of Bah,,'u'llah in 
Wales, by the declaration of tbe first 
cardiff L.s.A" April 21st, 1948, is 
told in this issue. It starts with the 
solemn dedication on April 21, 1947, 
of two Baha'i mothers, with young 
children to care for, to work for the 
Cause of BahO.'u'lIah in Wales. On 

May 30th came the news from the 
N.T,C, tbat Cardiff was to be a Goal 
Town, and have an assembly by Rig.a 
van, 1948. A pioneer, Fred Stahler, 
came in JIDle. In July, an informal 
meeting attracted two contacts. At 
the end of July, another meeting 
resulted in five contacts. At Summer 
School, two more pioneers were 
found, and arrived in September. 
Then active public teaching was be
gun, October 14th, tbe first widely 
advertised public meeting held in 
Wales was held, with eight enquirers 
present. In reply to a letter' concern
ing this meeting, the Guardian re
plied, 

"I wish to add a few words in 
person and assure every one of you 
my deep admiration of the spirit you 
manifest, the services you render, 
and the determination with which 
you are initiating the great historic 
teaching enterprise in Wales." 

"If spur were needed, this was 
sufficient to translate "total ac
tivity" into a practical fact! A suc~ 
cession of radiant teachers came 
monthly." On December 16, 26 non~ 
Baha'is attended a public meetiog, 
On December 27 a teacher, Charlie 
Dwuring, came for a two-month vis
it. In January a room was obtained 
for. weekly meetings, and regular 
and persistent publicity was start
ed, Large public meetings were held 
with increasing success. In March, 
the first declaration was received. 
In April three more settlers brought 
the number to nine in time for April 
21. 

"April 21 saw the declaration of 
the first Cardiff L,S.A.-tbe incep
tion of the World Order of Baha
'u'lIa.h in Wales-not taken by us as 
the end of our work, but as a further 
means whereby the challenging task 
of presenting the Faith to tbe Welsh 
people could be continued.' ~ 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 
(Excerpts from the BaM'; News 

Bulletin, Published by the National 
Spiritual Assembly Of the BaM'is of 
Austraila and New Zealand:) 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has changed its BaM'i Quarterly 
to a montbly BaM'i News Bulletin 
owing to the urgency of the Teach
ing Plan, so that news and activi
ties of all the communities can be 
forwarded to tbe believers as quickly 
as possible. 

In the June issuet the believers 
are reminded of the Yerrinbool Ba
ha'i Winter school, to be held Sept. 
1~9. ~ .. Recordings are being made 
of the voices of Mother Dunn and 
Effie Baker---early believers . . . 
friends are requested to have tele
phone number listed under the name 
Baha'i .. settlers are called for 
any and all parts of Australia and 
New Zealand, Local Spiritual Assem
bly of the Baha'is of Melbourne to 
sit witb N,S,A. for an hour in loving 
consultation on their plans. 

In the July issue mention is made 
of the forwarding of cash and book 
donations to tbe NSA of India and 
Burma, The Auckland Assembly re
ports that tbey have placed Baha'i 
books in the libraries of some of the 
overseas ships which call at their 
port, Mr, Frank Wyss,' one of the 
active youth of the Werriwa Youth 
Group has recently retunIed from 
America to his home at Tahmoor, 
N. S, W., having completed his 
course of studies. While there he had 
the privilege of atiending tbe 1947 
Convention a t Wilmette and also 
spent a few days at the Youth ses
sion of the Baha'i Summer School 
at Louhelen, Michigan, . . , Believ
ers are urged to set the goal of 
confirming one new believer each 
during this year. 

IRAN 

(From Balui'i News and Reviews, 
published by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the BaM'is oj Persia, 
Convention issue.) . 

"Convention time was indeed a 
grand, joyous' occasion. The resusci~ 
ta ting spirit of Ri~vim seemed ..0 

have breathed a new life into every 
form and substance. The towering 
dome of the I:Ia~ira'tul-Quds, batbed 
in the spring sunshine, stood high 
glittering like a huge star above the 
dark green view of the capital. 

''Within tbe walls of tbe Centre, 
tbe touch of colour wrought by the 
hand of Nature upon its green belt 
gave one tbe impression that Nature 
was bUSy decorating the place in 
preparation for the approaching 
event of the year. The trees were in 
bloom and buds were bursting 
open in luxuriant beauty. The strips 
o! lawn stretched along the soutbern 
and western approaches to the build~ 
ing were studded with lovely patches 
of white, red, purple and pink flow
ers, while the pines and cypresses 



ranged in line along the drive 
seemed to be standing at attention 
bending their heads in homage at 
every breeze. Such was the outward 
spectacle that greeted- the eye on 
entering the Centre during the Rid
van season, whereas iq the realm ~f 
spirit a profound sense of spiritual 
delight pervaded the hearts of all 
those who were privileged to visit 
the Centre during the Convention 
time. Everybody there seemed to be 
moving in a circle where love and 
dedication reigned supreme-a state 
of being in utter contrast to the un
enviable life that was going on be
yond those precincts." 

The paramount issue of discussion 
during the Convention was that of 
pioneering. uEnveloped in a rapt and" 
reverent silence the convention 
heard reading of excerpts from the 
beloved Guardian's inspiring mes
sages in which he earnestly appeals 
to the entire body of the Persian 
believers to make heroic and sus
tained endeavours for the timely con
summation of this historic enter
prise. n Then there were commis
sions reports on pioneering, contain
ing some constructive sugge~tions to 
help the NSA in steering this project. 

Lively discussions followed and the 
whole field of pioneering was . sur
veyed by delegates in the light of 
their experience and up-to-date 
knowledge. Delegates gave first-hand 
accounts of the position of pioneering 
in their respective districts, de
scribed the amount of work that so 
far bas been done and what still re
mains outstanding.· "They disclosed 
to the eyes of their fellow-members 
the hopes they cherish, the cares 
they harbour, and the difficulties 
they have encountered. and by so d-o
i.ng they portrayed a vivid picture of 
the whole project as it slowly takes 
shape through the organised effort 
of the believers." 

There was great interest and surg
ing enthusiasm. They did not belittle 
the setbacks and the trying and omi
nous circumstances _ that were likely 
to be encountered. "There was no 
lack of bold optimism in ultimate 
victory. In fact everyone cherished 
the ardent faith that no matter how 
adverse the force of OPPOSition may 
prove to be, the devoted, the hardly
pressed army of Baha'u'llah in this 
land, far from failing to fulfill its 
pledge, will surge forward and 
achieve the desired goal before the 
time expires." 
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Baha'is Assembly 01 Bucaram..&DCa, Colombia 

Latin American News 
All of the Baha'i communities of 

Latin America this year are receiv
.ing the stimulus and aid of a visiting 
teacher who spends from a few days 
to several weeks in each place: Este
ban Canales in South America, Nata
lia Chavez in Mexico and Central 
America, and Gayle Woolson in the 
Antilles. 

After six weeks in Quito, Ecuador, 
Esteban Canales has entered Colom
bia, where six Baha'i communities 
eagerly await his visit. From there, 
his route will take him thru Venezu
ela and' Brazil, and he will arrive 
in Sao Paulo in time for the third 
annual South American Congress 
opening January 20. The Congress 
will last four days and, after a day 
of rest, will be followed by four days 
of BaM'1 school. 

Natalia Chavez set out the middle 
of October from Mexico to visit all 
the Bahati commWlities of Central 
America, as far as Panama. 

Gayle Woolsont after meeting for 
a day with the Inter-America Com
mittee the end of September left for 
Cuba. In accord with the desires of 
that country's Regional Committee, 
she is visiting the capitals of four 
provinces. From there, in late Octo.
ber, she will proceed to Haiti, the 
Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico 
and Jamaica, then back to Cuba 
briefly and on to Guatemala to at
tend the Central American Con
gress and School, which will be held 
simultaneously with those of South 
America. 

The Regional Teaching Commit
tees of South and Central America 

are enthusiastically and diligently 
undertaking and carrying out teach
ing projects. In Cuba a correspond
ence campaign was launched several 
months ago which succeeded in at
tracting inquirers from several 
provinces to investigate the Faith. 
The Cuban Regional Committee has 
been meeting twice a week to study 
and answer the correspondence 
which this kind of campaign 
involves. 

Immediately following the splen
did Regional Teaching Conference 
held in Santiago, Chile, September 
11 and 12, Carlos BuJling, of Villa 
del Mar, set out for the town of Ran
cagua. He called on a family there 
whom he had previously interested 
in the Faith, who helped him to pre
sent some Baha'i programs over the 
local radio station. He was also able 
to explain the BaM.'1 Teachings to a 
newspaper editor and library direc
tor who promised him their full c0-

operation to publicize the Faith upon 
his return to Rancagua in October. 

A Regional teaching campaign is 
being launched by the Rio de Jan
eiro community in the neighboring 
city of Niteroi, with the hope of 
forming another assembly there next 
April. 

The Regional Committee of El Sal
vador is sending teachers from the 
capital tWice a month to the towns 
of Santa Ana and Sonsonate. 

High in the Andes of Sucre, Boli
via, a young Chilean lady is striving 
to plant the Faith of Baha 'u'llab 
firmly in that city, Bolivia's tra
ditional capital. She is Rosy Voda
novic, of Santiago, Chile, who ar
rived in Sucre early in September. 
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Convention Echoes 
Thursday afternoon. Reports on 

Workshops. The following are ex
cerpts from the report on the Work
shop in UEducation to Remove Preju· 
dice. U The report was given by Miss 
Elsie Austin and Mr. Borah Ka ve lin. 

Mr. Kavelin said, HWe had a very 
lively discussion upon this subj eet 
... and these points were brought out 
as creating prejudice: 1. Ignorance. 
2. The influence of traditional educa
tion and stereotyped attitudes. 3. 
Unpleasant personal experience with 
one of a group. and thereby labeling 
all of that same group. 4. Frustra
tion and inferiority complex, which 
sometimes results in prejudice. And 
5. Economic insecurity .... 

"Prejudice is of two types . . . 
voluntary and . . . involuntary . . . 
the involuntary type of prejudice can 
more easily be overcome. The volun· 
tary is more deeply rooted and obvi
ously, there the educational process 
must be somewhat more extensive. 

"The remedies for removing preju
dice were divided into two classifica
tions. . . . the first is spiritual en
lightenment. One way to start this 
educational process on a spiritual 
basis is perhaps to find one principle 
of the Baha'j Teachings upon which 
you can have common understand
ing. The best approach would seem 
to be not to label any form of preju
dice but rather to say that we have 
a human problem which is more gen
eral in its application and which 
embraces all forms of prejudice. 
Once you have established a com
mon basis for understanding which 
is acceptable to the individual or 
group that you are trying to influ
ence, you can go on from there and 
find other common bases ot agree
ment. and then perhaps eventually 
that individual or that group will ac
cept all of the Baha'i principles. 
which we know will call eventually 
for the e1imina tion of. prejudice. 

"Another very important means, 
spiritually, ·to remove prejudice is 
. . . the use of prayer. That cannot 
be over-empha sized. 

"The third point is the proof that 
we can offer that the only security 
that man can have lies in spiritual 
security. Therefore t we must stress 
spiritual values_ 

'·Another means is to stress the 
unity in the diversity of mankind 
through unity in God .... We must 
try by our actions to prove to others 
that prejudice can be e1imina ted. 
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R~yyih Khanum's Letter, Cont'd. 
(Ed. Note: This concludes the Letter, first parl of which 

appeared Ia.st month) 

I say this because I think anybody. even such spiritual bodies as our 
Baha'i Assemblies, does well to remember that when you have authority t..he 
easiest of all things is not to be gentle but to come down hard. It saves 
argument, patience, time, discussion. But it is wise to remember that 
although such a technique is highly effective it creates hurt feelings. alien
ation and often inertia. As you have not yet got a National Assembly this can 
in no way be construed as a criticism! But as you are about to have one, It 
seems to me there is no reason why you should not begin your national 
Baha'i work on a higher level than other Baha ti Assembly ever has. To 
be spiritually ambitious is surely the right attitude for the servants of 
God to take. Bahatis all over the world work in harmony with their 
National Assemblies, they carry the Cause forward under the direction 
of these bodies, are obedient to them and have confidence in them. But that 
does not mean this first Canadian National Assembly cannot. in conjunction 
with its electorate now forming an independent national community for the 
mst time. rise to a far greater spiritual heigbt. What BahiI'u'lliIh primarily 
brought to the world was love and unity. Everything He revealed. His la ..... s. 
His world system~ His teachings and explanations, is subordinate to and 
designed solely to promote. love and unity. 

Therefore. the very first thing for the Canadian National Assembly and 
the Canadian believers to do is to realize profoundly their unity with each 
other, their love for each other. The Baha'is must not see their National 
Assembly as something now apart from them and above them. managing 
them or doing all the work for them. The National Assembly must not gu 
into an Olympian huddle and get a "Nine complex" or become afllicted 
with the pox of aloofness; no. the believers must feel their National Assembly 
is their very heart. doing the most vital work for the whole body. needing 
support. protection. and full co-operation. and· the National Spiritual Assem
bly. on the other hand, must realize that although it is the heart~ the hands, 
the eyes, the ears and the mouth are the far scattered believers whom ;t 
represents and serves and without whom it can achieve nothing. 

And speaking of the mouth brings me to the National Fund! For surely 
this all important orifice is the National Fund? Neither the heart nor the 
hands will be of much use to the body unless it gets sufficient nourishment! 
As contributions to our Faith are voluntary this puts its administrators in a 
very di1Iicult position: They know they must ask and they cannot grab. They 
also know that the Baha'is get tired of being asked and yet. when they see 
the wheels of the work coming to a standstill from lack: of means) they are 
forced to ask again and again. So it seems to me each Baha'j should do his or 
her best to remember the embarrassing position of the National Assembly in 
this matter and try to ensure some measure of steady support to the work of 
the Cause. From now on Canada is on her own and must assume the neces
sary obligations and sacrifices along with the glory and distinction. 

As I look back it seems to me unbelievable that it is so many years 
since I left this home. But in these years I have learned that people abroad 
hold Canadians in high esteem. They are viewed as ha ving the virtues of the 
Americans arul the virtues of the British with fewer of the faults of either! 
It seems to be the commonly held opinion of Europeans that the Canadians 
are a very progressive, very well balanced more or less morally upright 
nation. I say more or less because no people possesses full moral rectitude 
to-day. I think our Guardian shares in this view. I think He is looking at 
Canada now with a keen and speculative glance, waiting to see what such 
a budding-great and coming nation is going to contribute to Baha'i history. 
Whatever you are going to contribute. I assure you, you cannot do it too 
fast to satisfy Shoghi Effendi's ambitions for you! To the Nortb. to the East 
and to the West of this room you are sitting in he sees nothing but goals for 
you to accomplish, victories for you to achieve, undertakings for you to 
launch, laurels for you to win, golden pages for you to write! His enthusiasm 
for you is unbounded. And, of course, we know from whence it springs. From 
'Abdu·l-Baha. For He is the one who. thirty-one years ago. impatient for 
time to roll by. and already seeing the future a s an accomplished fact, 
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addressed you as the believers in the King Provinces of Canada and IINew_ 
foundland, Yukon, Mackenzie, Keevateen, Ungava, Franklin Islands and 
Greenland". As He said in the course of His address in this room, before you 
came to this country it was all spiritual forest and '\Vilderness and look what 
your cultivation has brought it to. Now a fruitful forest and wilderness 
stretches out before your, waiting for the husbandman's hand, the wilderness 
in the hearts of your fellow Canadians, the Red Indians, and the Esk!mos. 

Montreal 'Abdu'l-Baha visited, Montreal He blessed-the heart of French 
Catholic Canada. He wrote of His visit to our city: uThe time of sojourn was 
limited to a number of days, but the results in the future are inexhaustible. 
When a farmer comes into the possession of virgin soil, in a short time he 
will bring under cultivation a large field. Therefore I hope that in the future 
Montreal may become so stirred that the Melody of the Kingdom may travel 
to all parts of the world from that Dominion and the Breaths of the Holy 
Spirit may spread from that center to the East and the West of America. 

"0 ye l;lelievers of Godl Do ye not look upon the smallness of your 
number and the multitudes of the nations. "Five grains of wheat will be 
endued with heavenly blessing whereas a thousand tons of tares will yield 
no results or effect. One fruitful tree will be conducive to the life of society, 
whereas a thousand· forests of wild trees offer no fruits. The plain is covered 
with pebbles, but precious stones are rare. One pearl is be~r than. a 
thousand wildernesses of sand; especially this Pearl of Great Pnce, WhlCh 
is endowed with Divine Blessing. Ere long thousands of other pearls will be 
born from It. When that Pearl associates and becomes the intimate of the 
pebbles, they also all change into pearls. 

"Therefore, again I repeat, that the future of Canada, whether from the 
standpoint of civilization or from the viewpoint of the vi~es of the ~gd~m 
is very great. Day by day civilization and freedom shall mcrease. LikeWlse 
the cloud of the Kingdom will water the seeds of guidance sown in that 
Dominion. Consequently, rest ye not, seek ye no composure, attach not 
yourselves to the luxuries of this ephemeral world-, free yourselves !rom 
Every attachment, and strive with heart and soul to become fully established 
in the Kingdom of God. Gain ye the heaveuly treasures. Day by day become 
ye more illumined. Draw ye nearer and nearer unto the Thresho~d of One
ness. Become ye ti1e manifestors of spiritual favors and the dawmn~~places 
of infinite lights! If it is possible, send ye teachers to other portions ot 
Canada, likewise dispatch ye teachers to Greeuland and the h~me of the 
Eskimos." -R t1HlYY1R-K'.H.u<l1M 

Convention Echoes, Cont'd. 
That calls for living the life. Aod we 
must also try to show great for bear· 
ance to those who do evidence preju
dice no matter how deep·rooted it 
ma; be. on that individual's part. 
Perhaps eventually, by constantly 
showing love" and uoderstanding of 
that individuars· problems. he may 
see the light. It is like dropping water 
on a stone; eventually, that will be 
worn away .. .. 

Miss Austin said: H. • • We felt 
that while the spiritual attack dealt 
with the creation of the heart for 
unity of mankind, education dealt 
with the creation of the means for 
writy of mankind, and necessarily 
d"ealt with attitude and programming 
on the part of Baha'is . . . which . .. 
would encourage and provide asso
ciation, afford the development of 
appreciation for the differences of 
humanity and promote and ini tia te 
avenues for cooperation between dif
ferent groups of humanity. 

"Under Association, we talked 
a bout the importance of individual 
approach, of avoiding the minority 
group attitude: 'We are being kind to 
you, dear Brother? because you are 
of the minority group, you know, and 
we just love minorities.' That is what 
a recent writer calls 'That wonderful 
oppressed approach.' 

~'We don't think that is Baha'i, nor 
do we think that the Baha'i tech
nique calls for a further exploitation 
of the historic interracial ciub ap
proach~ where people get together, 
air their hostilities and their differ
ences, and never really get to the 
things that bring them together .... 
We should educate Baha'is to educate 
other people on the importance of 
taking the individual as a member 
of the human race where he stands, 
not labeling him or wrapping him 
with the wrappings of a particular 
group or class. 
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"We discussed the Use of civic and 
community organizations which have 
objectives compatible with the Faith 
. . . such a s the Human Relations 
Committees in various cities. inter-
faith groups, World Citizen Associ
ation, and the· World Federalist 
group. We felt that under association 
programs of adult education which 
brought people of various groups to
gether were important, and pro
grams of child education, which 
brought children of various races 
together, were important, and one of 
the friends contributed the very in
teresting idea that in some of our 
programming and· education, we 
should teach children to face the fact 
of prejudice. 

HSO often, people want to make 
children believe there is no preju
dice, there is nothing but love and 
sweetness in life. Then they get loose 
in the school yard of the community 
and roo smack into it and don't know 
what to do with it .... There should 
be some programming to teach chil
dren the correct attitudes and the 
correct answers when they run into 
name calling t into discrimination 
and into hate attitudes. 

"Under Appreciation, we felt there 
should be more inter-cultural pro
grams, and these.· are a wonderful 
means for teaching people to appre
cia te the contributions which have 
come from mankind's differences. 

,~ .. . Friendly contacts and visits 
to the hea,ls :imd leaders of other 
faiths in the community are impor
tant. The Bah'; 'i Assemblies . . . 
should have some contact ... 

HTbere should be programs and 
understanding to teach the Baha'is 
the backgrounds of the various re
ligions, so that when they meet peo
ple from other faiths, they would 
know by what door to enter. 

'~Under Cooperation, the workshop 
came alive with many suggestions as 
to programs, one that Baha'is should 
be vigilant as individuals and as a 
community in seeing that all the 
community activities· of the Baha'is 
include persons of other races and 
backgrounds. One of our points of 
distinction can be the way in which 
we manifest the rainbow. 

~ ~ . . . Baba' is should provide a 
pa ttem for other groups of the com
munity in being courageous in their 
use of friends from minority back
grounds in positions of capacity and 
prominence. 
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Directory Additions and ChaDceo 

Local Spiritual Assembly SecTdarieo: 
SANTA MONICA, CALIF, 

Mrs. Leone Wallace 
I04B-A 19th St., Z 25 

PORTLAND, ORE. 
Mr. Ernest P. Haukedahl 
4504 S. E. 65th Ave. Z 6 

MADISON, WIS. 
Mrs. Maud Lacey 
112 W. Johnson St. Z 3 

NEWARK, N .•. 
Mrs. K. Mathewson 
71 Milford Ave. Z a 

SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Mrs. Grace R. Cody 
129 Fage Ave. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 
Mr. Stuart Kittredge 
757 Maple Ave. Z 6 

CHARLESTON, WEST VA. 
Miss Garnet Cr-a w10rd 
811 Lee St., Rm. 201 

TUCSON, ARIZ. 
Miss Mary Louise Kelsey 
1132 E. Mabel Ave. 

Regional. TeaclJIn& Committee 
Secretaries: 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Mrs. Anna Mikurlya 
P. O. Box 108 
Fallsington, Pa. 

MASS .. VT., R. I. 
Mrs. Helen LaVey. Cor. See",.. 
59 Parkside Ave. 
Braintree 84, Mass. 

ALABAMA, GA. 
Miss Olga Finke 
1247 Sells Ave., S.W. 
Atlanta, Ga. 

INDIANA 
Miss Louise Ann J"aclmon 
336 W. Washington St. 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 

Enrollinenh 
ED.ro)lments. reporied by Local 8pIrHuaI 
.&Bsemblies: 
Chicago, Ill., 5; Honolulu, T. H., 1; Wa· 
terloo, Iowa, 1; Spokane, Wuh., 1; 
Berkeley. Calif., I; New York City, 2; 
Lima, Ohio, 1; San Francisco, Calif.~ 1: 
Fresno, Call, 3; Waterloo, N.Y., 1; Los 
Angeles, Calif., 1; Brooklyn, N.Y., 1. 

Enro1lm_ reported by BegioDaI Teaeh· 
~ CommHiees: 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

Eastern N.Y., Conn. 1 
Western N.Y. 2 
Mas •. , Vt., R. I. 1 

SOUTHERN STATES 
Fla. I 

CENTRAL STATES 
Mich. I 

In Memoriam 
Mr. Solon Fieldman. Miami. Fla. 9-5-48 
Capt. James Scott, Miami. Fla. reported 

9-10.48 
Mr. Ole Hove, Templeton. Calif. 4-13-48 
Mrs. Mary Movius, Buffalo. N.Y. 9-5-48 
Mrs. Carol Rich, Arcadia. Calif. ~28-48 
Mrs. Bruce Munro, Big Bear, Calii'. 

9-'lH8 
Mr. William Carlile, Denver, Colo. 

10-4-48 

NOVEMBER,l948 

Assemblies Contributing to Fund~ 
Sept .. 1948 

Alaska. - Anchorage. Arizona. - North 
Phoenix; Tucson. Arkansas - EUl"eka 
;prings; Little Rock. California.--Alham
bra; Berkeley; Beverly Hills; Burbank; 
Burlingame; Carmel; Geyserville; EI 
Monte Twp.; Escondido Twp.; Fresno; 
Glendale; Glendale Twp.; Inglewood; 
Long Beach; Los Angeles; Monrovia; 
Monrovia Twp. ; Oakland; Oceanside; 
Palo Al to; Pasadena; San Diego; San 
Francisco; San Marino; San Mateo; San
ta Barbara. 

Colora.do----Colorado Springs. Connecti
cut----New Haven. FIOl'id.a.--Jacksonville; 
Miami. Georgia-Augusta. Hawaii-Hon
olulu. Idaho-Ada County; Boise. DJinois 
-Batavia; Champaign; Chicago; Dan
ville; Elmhurst; Evanston; Limestone 
Twp. ; Maywood; Oak Park; Peoria; 
Springfield; Urbana; Wilmette; Winnet
ka. Indiana-Indianapolis; Fort Wayne; 
South Bend. Iowa-Cedar Rapids; Water
loo. Ka.ns'a.s-Topeka. Kentucky-Louis
ville. Louisiana-New Orleans. 

Maine-Eliot; Portland. Maryland
Baltimore. Massa.cbusetts-Beverly; Bos
ton; Brookline; Springfield;' Worchester. 
Miob.igan-Ann Arbor; Davison Twp. De
troit; Flint; Grand Rapids; Grosse 
Pointe Farms; Kalamazoo; Lansing; 
Muskegon; Roseville. Minnesota.. - Du
luth; Minneapolis; St. PauL Mississppi
Jackson. Missouri-Independence; Kan
sas City; St. Louis. Montana.--Butte. Ne
bra.6k:a-Macy; Omaha. Nevada-Reno. 
New Hampshire--Portsmouth. 

New 'ersey - Bergenfield; Dumont; 
Englewood; Jersey City; Montclair; 
Newark; Ridgewood; Teaneck. New 
Mexic~Albuquerque; Albuquerque N. 
10. New York - Binghamton; Buffalo; 
Jamestown; New York; Rochester;. Syra
cuse; Yonkers. North Carol.lna----Green.s-
borD. North Dakota-Fargo. Ohio-Cin· 
cinnati; Cleveland; Dayton; Columbus: 
Lima; Mansfield; Toledo. OJdahoma,
Oklahoma City. Orec'on-Portiand. FeIlD
sy I v an i a - Philadelphia; Pittsburgh; 
Scranton; West Chester. 

Puerto Rico--San Juan, Rhode IslaJId 
Providence. South CaroJ.ina,--Columbia: 
Greenville. South Dakota-Sioux Falls. 
Tennessee-Memphis; Nashville. Texas--
Dallas; Houston; San Antonio. Utah
Salt Lake City. Vermont-Brattleboro. 
Virginia-Alexandria; Arlington. Wasb
ington-Marysville; Monroe; Richmond. 
Highlands; Seattle; Spokane; Tacoma. 
Wisconsin-Kenosha; Racine; Madison; 
Milwaukee; Shorewood; Somers Twp.; 
Wauwatosa; Whitefish Bay. Wyomlnc
Laramie. 
Number of Assemblies .............. 179 
Assemblies contributing ............ 153 
AssembJies not contributing ......... 26 
Groups contributing ................. 36 
Individuals contributing ........... 108 

Marriages 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 

Mabel C. Coxwell and Henry W. 
Kelsen. This was New Mexico's first 
Baha'i marriage. 

BahiOj News Is pabIlshed by !be 
National 8pIrihra.l Assembly of &he 
Baha"is of the United states as the 
official news-letter of &be Bah. 'i 
Community. 

Edited for the National Spiritaal 
Assembly by Babj.'i News Editor
ial Committee: Mrs. Roberta 
Christian, chairman, Miss Ma.r
ga..ret Yeutter~ Mr. Gordoa A. Fra.-
ser. Editorial office: Mrs. Roberta 
Christian, 1001 West Genesee St., 
Lansing~ Mich. 

Please report changes of address 
and other ma.tters perta.ining to 
distrlbolioD to tile Bah&'i NatloaaI 
Office, 536 Sheridan Road, WfI.. 
mette. Dllnois. 
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The Guardian's Message 
Beloved friends: 

The world in which we live has 
been pronounced "politically convul~ 
s~, economically disrupted, socially 
subverted, morally decadent and 
spiritually moribuhd" by the Guar
dian of the Faith of Baha'u'llah. 

This pronouncement is in essence 
a description of the condition of hu
man society today. It is not an ar
bitrary judgement, or an invective, 
nor an analysis which might possibly 
have overlooked certain salient 
facts. It is an exact description, one 
made from the only point of vie", 
able to see the world as a whole and 
in relation to. its fundamental pur
pose and responsibility. No one but 
the Guardian stands at that point of 
view, and no one but the Guardian 
can sum up the real meaning of what 
the view reveals. 

The "apocalyptic upheaval" repre
sents that shaking process by which 
a World Faith becomes something 
separate, distinct and apart from the 
body of death which civilization rep
resents. It is the death-struggle 
from which the living soul and the 
spiritual being emerge from their 
long imprisonment in a physical per
son. 

Now do we see why the Master'was 
impelled and inspired to formulate 
the Divine Plan; why His Will and 
Testament completed Baha'u'llith's 
design for a new order; why the 
Guardian so patiently directed the 
process of administrative evolution; 
why the Seven Year Plan was 
launched in 1007; and why the pres
ent Plan was given us in 1946: -
the spiritual and social basis had to 
be laid before the disruptive process 
active wi thin society could grow so 
disturbing that it could engu!f the 
-Baha'is themselves, city by city and 
nation by nation, and prevent, them 
from completing the pa Itern of a new 
world. 

But the Guardian's vision would 
not be so clear upon a stricken s0-

ciety if it were not open to the far 
more potent forces making for a new 
and better creation. He who sees 

man in his extremity also sees the 
omnipotence of God. 

OUr intention, our capacity and our 
effort today produce results altogeth
er out of proportion to. their O'Wll pow
er, To see the miracle of transform
ation now taking place on a world 
scale, one must go back to the very 
Book of Genesis and read again the 
sym bolie record of the creation of 
the world. This time it is not the 
physical sun and moon and stars, nor 
the physical Eden and the first man 
and woman. Now that sam-e God
ly mind and will acts again, but the 
high creative drama involves faith 
and unfaith in the creation of a new 
humanity and a new order. 

"Precious years are inexorably 
slippiog by." Let us try to choose 
consciously to be instruments for a 
divine creation, and not blind victims 
of that chaotic doom which stands at 
the end of the path of denial. To con
secrate that decision, let us perform 
a specific action on behalf the Faith. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL AsSEMBLY 

The Noah's Ark for 
The Flood of World C-a1amity 

It is natural for many persons, 
forewa:r:ned of approaching calamity 
of a general social nature, to think 
of some place of refuge that could 
be made ready before the floods rise. 

Among believers, too, for many 
years one has heard discussion of 
what Baha'is could or should do, as 
for example prepare some tract of 
land in a quiet and retired agricul
tural . area deemed comparatively 
safe from military attack or eco
nomic collapse or seizure by frantic 
hordes fleeing (according to this 
imaginary picture) from stricken in
dustrial centers. 

The authoritativ"e Baha'i view is 
in direct opposition to this policy of 
retreat from chaos into an artificial 
refuge prepared in advance. The Bab 
and Baha 'u 'Uah stood in" the fore
front of all the public calamities 
rained down. upon Their Faith. The 
Master went forth to meet the power
ful foe; He did not retire behind a 
mountain or seek to" hide beneath 
a tree. . 

NEWS 
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Moreover, the position assigned to 
every faithful Baha'i by the Mani
iesta tion has been definitely stated: 
"There is no place to flee to . . ." 
Our only refuge is trust in God. Tbe 
Divine Plan makes no allowances 
for the instinct of self-preservation. 
It enlarges from year to year the 
tasks which Baha'is are to carry out. 

Stand wherever we are. Security 
is from the will of God, and not 
~rom schemes of men. The difference 
between the attitude of spiritual 
faith and the instinct of self-preser
vation lies here: that while both are 
aware of future calamity, faith is 
also a ware that calamity is the mys
tery which conceals from unfaith the 
mercy and protection of God. 

Bahil'u'llah has built the Noah's 
ark for the world today. It is not 
a hideout but a new world order" 
~e Baha'is themselves are buil~g 
this ark as they spread the Faith 
in their local community or carry 
out a mission in Latin America Or 
Europe. 

Your investment in security de
rives from dedication of soul, not 
purchase of land. The Bah .. 'I ad
ministra ti ve order, aside from trus· 
tee property used for direct Baha'i 
purposes, recognizes no cooperative 
schemes for development of so.called 
Baha'i centers or Baha'j economic 
experiments. 

This friendly advice would not be 
complete without reference to one 
more item-interpretation of proph
ecy. Human society is full of psy
chic personalities who stand on the 
fringes between reality and imagi
nation. Many such persons claim to 
be interpreters of ancient prophecy. 
They can fix the very day and hOur 
when the calamities are to begin. 
and describe vividly many of the 
actual d"etails. 

To the Baha'i there is no soUnd 
and valid interpretation of prophecy 
nor forecast of social conditions saVe 
in the authentic teachinigs of the 
Faith. We have an Interpreter. Non
Baha'is do not. 

-NArIDNAL SPmrru.&L AsSIIMIILY 
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The Citadel of the Faith' 
of Bahil'u'lhih 

A Letter from the Guardian· 

To the National Spiritnal Assembly 

Dear and valued co-workers: 

As the threat of still more violent 
convulsions assailing a travailing 
age increases, and the wings of yet 
another conflict, destined to con
tribute··a distinct, and perhaps a 
decisive,' share of the birth of the 
new· Order which must signalize the 
advent of the Lesser Peace, darken 
the internatJonal horizon, the eyes 
of thE:! divers commWlities, compriS
ing .the body of the organized fol
lowers of BaM'u'llBh throughout the 
Eastern Hemisphere, are being in
creasingly fixed upon the progressive 
unfoldment of the tasks which the 
executors of 'Abdu'l-Baha's man
date have been summoned, to under
take in the course of the second 
stage of their world-girding mission_ 
Past experience, ranging over a 
period of many years, has taught 
them that no matter how formidable 
the .external obstacles that have con· 
fronted ·them during the turbulent 
and eventful decades since the Mas
ter's passing, and despite the strain 
and stress which internal crises, pre~ 
cipitated . by enemies from within 
and ~y .adverse econo~ic circum~ 
stances a:fl'licting their country, have 
imposed, the stalwart occupants of 
the citadel of the ,Faith of Baha
'u'll8h., have with eXtraordinary 
steadfastness, enviable fidelity and 
magnificent courage, not only shiel.d
ed the interests, preserv.ed. the in
tegrity and demonstrated the worthi· 
ness, cif the Cause they have em~ 
braced, but have sallied forth, with 
dynamic and irrepressible enetgy to 
implant its banner and establish.;ts 
outposts in countries and continents 
far beyond the original scene of their 
operations. 

Neither the irreparable Joss sus
tained by the termination of the 
earthly life of a vigilant Master, nor 
the acute distress caused by the fi
nancial collapse which suddenly 
swept their country, nor the unpre
cedented tragedy of a world crisis 
tha tswept their land and its people 
into its vortex, nor the perils and 
uncertainties, the exhaustion and the 
?isillp.siontllent associated with its 

aftermath nor even the soul~shaking 
tests which periodically assailed 
. them, through the defe ction and the 
attacks of Covenant·breakers,. oc
cupying, by virtue of their Kinship 
to or their long association with the 
Founder of their community, exalted 
positions at the world center of their 
Faith, or in the land from which it 
sprang, or in their own country,
none of these have succeeded in viti
ating the hidden spring of their spir
i tual life, in deflecting them from 
their chosen coUrse, or in even re~ 
tarding the forward march and frui
tion of their enterprises. In the toil
some task of fixing the pattern, of 
laying the foundations, of erecting 
the machinery, and of setting in 
operation the Administrative Order 
of their Faith, in the execution of the 
successive stages in the erection and 
exterior ornamentation of their 
Temple, in the launching of the ini· 
tial enterprise under 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
Divine Plan, which enabled them to 
establish the structural basis of the 
Order recently laid in their home
land in every Republic of Central 
and South· America; in the sustained, 
the systematic and prodigious effort 
exerted for the enlargement of the 
administrative foundations of the in
stitutions of their Faith in every 
State and Province of the United 
States and the Dominion of Canada; 
in the parallel endeavors aimed at 
the widespread dissemination of its 
literature, and the proclamation of 
its verities and tenets to the masses; 
h. the launching of the Second Seven 
Year Plan, which has extended the 
ramifications of the Divine Plan 
across the Atlantic to ten sovereign 
States of the European continent. 
which has already yielded a rich 
return through the formation of the 
first Canadian Baha'i National As
sembly and the convocation of the 
first European Teaching Conference; 
in the repeated, the timely, the spon· 
taneous and generous contributions 
they have made, on numerous occa~ 
sians, for the ·relief of the persecu
ted among their brethren, for the 
defense of their institntions, for the 
vindication of their rights, for the 

consolidation of their activities and 
the ·progress of their enterprises-in 
all these the champions of the Faith ' 
of Baha'u'llah have, with ever in. 
creasing emphasis borne witness to 
the sublimity of the faith which 
burns within their breasts, to the 
radiance of the vision that shines, 
clearly and steadily, before. .. their 
eyes, the sureness and rapidity that 
marks their gigantic strides, and the 
vastness and glory of the unique 
mission entrusted to the·ir hands. 

Milestones of historic significance 
have been successively reached and 
rapidly left behind. A still stonier 
stretch of road now lies before them. 
Rumblings of catastrophes yet more 
dreadful agitate with increasing fre
quency a sorely-stressed and cha
otic world, presenting a challenge to 
grapple with the unfinished tasks, a 
challenge graver and still more 
pressing than any hitherto experi· 
enced. The present and remaining 
contracts, designed to' consummate 
the magnificent enterprise, initiated. 
almost fifty years ago, in the heart 
of the North American continent, 
and complete· an Edifice consecra
ted for all time by the loving hands 
of the Center of Bahit'u'llaJt's Cove
nant, constituting the foremost sym
bol of the Faith, and incarnating the 
soul of the American BaM'i com
munity in the Western Hemisphere, 
must be speedily and systematically 
carried out, however onerous the 
task may become, in consequence of 
the inevitable fluctuations to whicl1 
the present economic conditions are 
subjected, in preparation for the ju
bilee that must mark the completion 
of that holy Edifice_ The recent 
broadening\ of the administrative 
basis of the Faith in a land that has 
served, and will long remain, the 
base of the spiritual operations now 
being conducted in both Hemi
spheres, . in response to the ringing 
call of 'Abdu'l-BaM, sounded three 
decades ago in His historic Tablets, 
must, no matter how arduous and in
sistent the tasks to be performed in 
La tin America and Europe, be tully 
maintained, and the process contin
ually . enlarged and steadily consoli
dated. The various agencies designed 
to carry the Message to the masses, 
and to present to them befittingly the 
teachings of its Author, must, like
wise, be vigilantly preserved, sup
ported and encouraged. The essen-



Hal preliminarie5, calculated to 
- widen the basis of the forthcoming 
Latin America's National Baha'i As
semblies. to familiarize the Latin 
American believers with the admin
istrative duties and functions they 
will be called upon to discharge, to 
enrich and deepen their knowledge 
of the essentials of their faith, its 
ideals, its history, its requirements 
and its problems, must be carried 
out with ever-increasing energy as 
the hour of emergenc.e of these Latin 
American communi ties into inde
pendent existence steadily and inex
orably approaches. The necessary 
guidance, which can alone be prop
erly insured through the mainten
ance of an uninterrupted extension 
of administrative assistance, through 
the settlement of pioneers and the 
visits of itinerant teachers to the 
daughter communities, must under 
no circumstances be completely 
withdrawn, after their independ
ence has been achieved. Above all. 
the momentous enterprise initiated 
in the transatlantic field of service) 
so vast in conception, so timely, so 
arduous, so far-reaching in its po
tentialities, so infinitely meritorious, 
must, in the face of Obstacles, how
ever insurmounta ble they may. seem, 
be continually reinvigorated through 
undiminished financial support, 
through an ever-expanding supply of 
literature in each of the required 
languages, through frequent, and 
whenever possible prolonged, visits 
of itinerant teachers, through the 
continued settlement of pioneers, 
through the consolidation of the As
semblies already established, through 
the early constitution of properly 
functioning Assemblies in the few re.
maining goal countries as yet de
prived of this inestimable blessing, 
and last but not least through the ex
ertion of sustained and concentrated 
effort designed to supplement these 
foci of Baha'i national administra
tive activity with subsidiary centers 
whose formation will herald the in
auguration of teaching enterprises 
throughout the provinces of each of 
these ten countries. 

As the dynamic forces, sweeping 
forward the First Seven Year Plan, 
on the last stages of its execution, 
rose rapidly to a crescendo, culmin· 
ating in the nation-wide celebrations 
marking the centenary of the Faith 
of Baha'u 'll8.h, synchronized with a 
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fUrther and still more precipitous 
decline in the fortunes of a war
torn, bleeding society. so must every 
aggravation in the state of a world 
still harassed by the ravages of a 
devastating conflict, and now hov
ering on the brink of a yet more 
crucial struggle, be accompanied by 
a still more ennobling manifestation 
of the ~pirit of this second crusade, 
whose consummation might well co
incide with a period of distress far 
more a cute than the one through 
which humanity is now passing. 

Not ours to speculate, or dwell 
upon the immediate workings of an 
ins crutable Providence preslding 
alike over the falling fortunes of a 
dying Order and the rising glory of 
a Plan holding within it the seeds of 
the world's spiritual revival and ~_ 
timate redemption. Nor can we at
tempt as yet, whilst the second stage 
in the operation of such a Plan bas 
not yielded its destined fruit, 
visualize the nature of the tasks, or 
discern the character of the circum
stances that will mark the progres
sive unfoldment of a third SUCces
sive crusade, the successful termin
ation of which must signalize the 
closing of the first historic epoch in 
the evolution of the Divine Plan. All 
we can be sure of, and confidently 
assert. is that upon the outcome of 
the assiduous efforts now being col· 
lectively exerted in three continents, 
by the North American, the Latin 
and European believers, acting un
der the Mandate of 'Abdu'l-Bahii, 
associated with the one and only 
Plan conceived by Himself, aided 
by the agencies deriving their inspir
ation from His Will and Testament, 
and assured of the support prom
ised by the Pen of His Father, in 
His Most Holy Book, must solely de
pend the timing as well as the na
ture of the tasks which must be suc
cessfully carried out ere the closing 
of an epoch of such transcendent 
brightness and glory in the evolu
tion of the mightiest Plan ever gen
erated through the creative power 
of the Most Great Name, as mam· 
fested by the Will of the Center of 
His Covenant and the interpreter of 
His tea ching. 

There can be no doubt whatever 
that with every turn of the wheel, as 
a result of the operation of IAbdu'l· 
B aha's Plan, and with every exten
sion in the range of its evolution, a 
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responsibility of still greater- gravity 
and of wider import will have to be 
shouldered by its divinely chosen ex
ecutors wherever its ramificationR 
may extend and however oppressive 
the state of the countries and con
tinents in which they may have to 
labor They must strive, ceaselessly 
strive, ready for any emergency. 
steeled to meet any degree of opposi
tion, unsatisfied with any measure 
of progress as yet achieved, pre
pared to make sacrifices jar ex. 
ceeding any they have already will
ingly made, and confident that such 
striving, such readiness, such Te-so

lution, such highR mindedness, such 
sacrifice will earn them the palm 
of a victory still more soul-satisfy
ing and resounding in its magnifi
cence than any as yet won since the 
inception of their mission. -

May He Who called them into be
ing and raised them up, Who fos
tered them in their infancy, Who 
extended to them the blessing of His 
personal support in their fears or 
childhood, Who bequeathed to them 
the distinguishing heritage of His 
Plan, Whose Will and Testament in-' 
itiated them, during the period of 
their adolescence, in the processes 
of a divinely appointed Administra
tive Order, Who enabled them to 
obtain niaturity through the inaugur
ation of the first stage in the execu
tion cf His· Plan~ Who conferred. upon 
them the privilege of spiritual par
enthood at the close of the initial 
Phase in the operation of that same 
Plan, continue through the further 
unfoldment of the second stage in 
its evolution to guide their steps 
along the path leading to the as
sumption of functions proclaiming 
the a ttainrnent of full spiritual· man
hood, and enable them eventually, 
through the long and slow processes 
of evolution and in conformity with 
the future requirements of a contin
ually evolving Plan, to manifest be
fore the eyes of the members of 
their sister communities, their 
countrymen and the whole world, 
and in all their plentitude, the po
tentialities inherent within them, and 
which in the fulness of time,. must 
reflect, in its perfected form, the 
glories of the mission eonstitiJ.ting 
their birthright. 

(Signed) SHor:m 

Haifa, Israel, November 8, 1948 



4 

Day of the Covenant 
This Anniversary is dedicated to 

'Abdu'l-Baha as the Center of Bah,;
'u'llcili's Covenant. The date of No
vember 26 was designated by the 
Master when He gave permission to 
observe a -day annually in His na me. 
However, the original title "Sou ve
rur of 'Abd'p'l-Baha" was chosen by 
American believers. 

In his capacity as Guardian, 
Shoghi Effendi prepared a correct 
Baha'i calendar some years ago for 
publication in The Baha'i World. He 
informed the N alional- Spiritual As
sembly that this calendar was cor
rect and should be used whenever 
the Baha'i calendar was observed, 
and when the calendar was reprint
ed. At that time the Guardian chose 
the more befitting and dignified 
term "Day of the Covenantu . 

On November 27, 1938, the Guard
ian wrote the National Spiritual As
sembly: ,. For further particulars on 
this subject you should refer to the 
section entitled 'BaM'! Calendar' in 
'The Baha'i World'." 

'The whole leiter was published in 
Baha'i News and was also reprinted 
in the four-page folder on the Calen
dar issued by the Publishing Com
mittee. It is also found on back of 
the "l948-Bah8.'i Era-1M" calen
dar distributed by the Publishing 
Committee. 

The gist of the matter is that 
whenever any question arises about 

. the calendar, the friends should 
consult that section in any recent 
volume of The Baba'i World. What 
they find there, and in the letter 
dated November 27, 1938, is authen
tic and final. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL AssEMBLY 

Baha'i Census 
A survey of the records in the 

N alional Office undertaken as of 
March 23, 1948, produced the follow
ing statimcs:-

1: Adult Baba'fs in the United 
States and its Territories, en
rolled in local communities .. 3802 

2. Adult Baha'is enrolled in 
groups ....................... 633 

3. Adult isolated Baha'is ........ 915 

4. Non-voting helievers (mental-
ly incompetent) .............. 18 
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5. Enrolled believers, present 
address unkno'WIl ...... 363 

6_ Enrolled BaM'i youth.... . 179 

7. Enrolled Baha'i Youth, pres· 
ent address unkown .. _ . 7 

5917 

In addition to this basic figure, it 
is interesting to note that there are 
(as of November 23) 26 American 
Baha'is settled in Europe under the 
auspices of the European Teaching 
Committee, 21 American Baha'is set
tled in Latin America under the aus
pices of the Inter~America Commit
tee, and in addition 22 Baha'is who 
have taken residence abroad and 
either permanently or temporarily 
transferred their membership outp 
side the United States. This little 
band of herQic: Baha'is is sprea d 
among the following cOWltries: Eng· 
land, Scotland~ Bulgaria, Sweden, 
Luxembourg, Israel (Haifa), Ber
muda, Mexico, Virgin Islands, Vene
zuela, South Africa, Tunis, New Zea
land, Japan , India, Iran, Iraq. 

These statistics necessarily ex
clude the Baha'is of Canada who last 
year fo:rmed such an important part 
of our community. 

-NATIONAL SPIBl'l'UAL ASSEMBLY 

Local Assemblies to Distribute 
Copies of Baha'i News 

In most communities, the individ
ual believer receives his copy 01 
Baba.'i News when he attends the 
Nineteen Day Feast next following 
the time when the local Assembly 
received copies in bulk from the Na
tional Office. The result is that a 
believer absent from the city or fail
ing to attend the Feast does not re
ceive Baha'i News. 

Baha'i News is the national Baha'i 
organ, the contact made by the na
tional Baha'i community with the in
dividual believer. As such Bah! 'I 
News should not be subject to local 
decision as to whether or not a per
son carried as a Baha'i on the mem
bership list receives his copy regU
larly. In fact, Baha'i News is more 
important for the inactive believer 
than for those who attend every 
Feast, for it maintains a contact and 
offers the inactive believer a larger 
and more impersonal view of the 
Faith than is possible locally, and 
hence provides a perspective capable 
of reactivating the indifferent and 
healing those whose feelings have 
been bruised. , 

Therefore the National Assembly 
requests each local Assembly to de
liver copies by mail to believers who 
do not receive them at Feasts or 
other meetings. 

-NATIONAL SPmrroAL Asso:MBLY 

Suggested Feast Programs 
FOR THE FEAST OF SOVEREIGNTY, JAN_ 19TH 
I. DEVOTIONAL PERIOD 

A. Musical Prelude; Selections from Symphony No. 6 in B minor, 
Tschaikowski (Recorded) 

B. Worship 
Prayers and Meditations 200 "Thou seest, 0 my God ... " 
Prayers and Meditations 150 "I know not, a my God ... " 
Prayers and Medi!ations 94 "Magnified be Thy name ... n 

Prayers and Meditations 174 "0 Thou Whose nearness. " 
READINGS FOR THE CONSULTATION PERIOD 

Advent of Divine Justice-5-6 "The darkness of error ... 
to "rise of the World Order of Bah';'-
'u'llah." 

FOR THE FEAST OF DOMINION, FEBRUARY 7TH 
II. DEVOTIONAL PERIOD 

A. Musicale Prelude. Selections from Parsifal, Wagner (Recordings 
B. Worship 

Prayers and Meditations 
Baha'i Prayers 

152 to 5 
66 

"Lauded be Thy name .. /' 
"He is the All-Glorious, 0 
God, my God 

PTayers and Meditations 212 "Glorified are Thou ... u 

PrayeTs and Meditations 59 "Lauded be Thy name.. " 
READINGS FOR THE CONSULTATION PERIOD 

A. The Promised Day is Come 122 "The Great Age to Come." 
-NATIONAL BAHA'i PROGRAMMING COMMI'l"l'EE 
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To a list of nearly 5,000 key people 
goes the quarterly public relations bul
letin. "World ReIlglon-The Goal of the 
Baha!i Faith." of which the Guardla.n 
says through his secreta.ry: t'Tlte bulle-
tin is an lmporatnt and unique step 
taken in the direction of teaching • • • 
can develop into an eilective aDd world
wide organ of teaching." 

Pasadena ''Town Meeting" 
Hears Bahit'i Speaker 

About 1500 people were in the Civic 
Auditorium of Pasadena, Oct. 22, to 
listen to a panel discussion uTown 
Meeting" on the subject, uBuilding 
For Peace." The Moderator and 
Broadcaster was Dr. J. E. Wallace 
Stirling, Director of the famous 
Huntington Library, and the Panel 
Speakers were, in their order: Miss 
Mary Beauchamp, Educational As
sistant to the Pasadena Superintend
ent of Schools; Mr. Raymond G. 
McKelvey, President of the Pasa
dena United Nations Association; Dr. 
Gertrude Laws, Director Education 
for Women, Pasadena City Schools; 
Mr. Ralph G. Lindstrom, Chairman 
Advisory Board, United World Fed
eralists; Mr. Horace Holley, 'I Exe
cutive Secretary National Assembly 
of the Baha'i World Faith"; Dr. Eu
gene Carson Blake Presbyterian 
Minister representing Pasadena 
Council of Chnrches. 

The speakers began at 8 p.m., fin
ishing at 9 p.m. Then the meetmg 
was open to written questions sent 
up from the audience. Meantime a 
synopsis of the proceedings was 
broadcast by Dr. Stirling. The pro
gram had required extensive re
he_arsal, each speaker using nine 
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Prepare the Future 
Once again from the Guardian 

comes guidance which alerts us to 
the opportunities which the future 
holds in our continual relations with 
the public. Recognizing that seldom 
does the future tak~ care of itself, the 
Public Relations Committee has 
long-range planning and activities 
designed not to just get publicity, but 
rather to get proper, effective mes
sages told in a dignified way in the 
proper places. This requires steady, 
continuous education of key people 
who are influential to the general 
public. 

One 9f these activities is the quar
terly bulletin entitled World Re
ligion, a -silent teacher which has 
made thousands of people aware- of 
the goals of the Baha'i Faith. A di
rect, economical and repetitive con
tact with a hand-picked public, the 
bulletin has, since 1932, told the story 
of the Faith with carefully selected 
Writings and timely and interesting 
facts. 

Community Puhlie Relations 
How Baha'j assemblies can per

form a community service and at the 
same time effectively give the 
Baha 'j teachings was illustrated re
cently at Pasadena, Calif., and Win
netka, m., where programs of gen
eral public interest were presented. 

Of particular interest was the 
"Seminar on World Affairs j " spon
sored by the Lima, Ohio, Baha'is 
during UN week. Complimented the 
Lima News in an open letter TO THE 
LIMA BAHA'IS: 

Dear Citizens: Observance of Uni
ted Nations week largely was a re
sult of the planning and foresight of 
your group. An approval of service 
rendered here is stamped. Speakers 
and programs were arranged in such 
manner that the theme remained in 
the spotlight ... Your object, to per
form an educational service, was ac
complished. " 

minutes -on the platform~ and alter
nating briefly in reply to questions. 
It was ·glorious to hear the words of 
Baha'u'Jlah, God's Manifestation of 
today, coming over the loudspeaker 
system from Horace Holley. The re
sult is bound to be a much wider 
recognition- by the general public of 
what the Baha'is know to be the 
Divine Solution of the complex hu
man entanglements by which a world 
"careless of God" has brought it
self such chaotic misery today. 

Newspaper Columnist 
Assails Bahit'i Faith 
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"While the members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly were in session 
November 5, 6 and 7, t!":!ey received 

.from several local Assemblies and 
individual believers copies of West
brook Pegler's column published on 
November 3. This column is a -syndi
cated feature distributed by King 
Features Syndicate of New York 
City to a large number of daily pa
pers throughout the country. 

Action was taken by the Assembly 
to authorize a letter to Mr. Pegler 
answering his attack, and the Pub
lic Relations Committee was re
quested to prepare a press release 
for local Baha'i use and send it out 
together with a copy of the NSA 
letter to Mr. Pegler. 

Among other things, Mr. Pegler 
wrote: "I do, however, venture a 
fearless rejection of babism as a 
hellish doctrine . . . a Persian de
lusion , . . known as Baha'i." 

The Public Relations Committee 
has also devoted its December space 
in "Editor & Publisher" and "Pub
lishers Auxiliary" to the subject of 
this syndicated column, explaining 
the persecutions suffered by t~e 
Faith in Persia, Turkey, Nazi Ger
many and Soviet Russia, the spread 
of the teachings to ninety-one coun
tries, and stating its basic princi
ple. A pamphlet summarizing the 
history and teachings is offered any 
newspaper man seeking information. 

This episode is significant, afford~ 
.:in.g believers one more evidence of 
the miraculous power of this Reve
lation to press forward to its goal, 
making use of enemies as well as 
friends to broadcast the teachings 
and· prepare the maSSeS to r<!Cog
nize and accept the Word of God, 

Perhaps some of the new believ
ers, startled by such an unexpected 
attack in a paper read by their 
friends and neighbors, might be -re
minded of the Master's assurance 
expressed during His visit to 
America in -1912, that when the 
Faith shall be bitterly assailed and 
denounced from all sides, its num
bers will grow with amazing ra
pidity. 

Nothing from outside can harm 
the Faith of Baha'u'llilh. On the con
trary. attempts to harm it will re
dound to its benefit and prove a 
blessing in disguise. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 
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Last farewells from the train wind ow 
in Frankfurt, Germany. as Mr. and Mrs. 
Davison ialre leave of the Offenba.ch and 
Frankfurt Baha'is. July 15. to return to 
America. as bas their son Bruce. The 
believers of Frankfurt "have been deeply 
toached by the tireless and fruitful work 
of the Da.visoDS for the Faith in their 
area. A fitting expression of their feeling 
is this quote from a. leUer: ·"Tbe Davi
sons belong to us and we to them:' 

Forel Jubilee Brings 
Tribute to Faith 

The name of Professor Auguste 
Forel, the noted scientist and scholar 
of Switzerland, is greatly revered 
throughout that country. It is to Pro
fessor Forel that 'Abdu'l-Baha in 1921 
wrote that memorable Tablet whicb 
is contained in ~'The Baha'i Peace 
Program, •• with which we are all 
familiar.' September 1 of this year 
marked the lOOth anniversary of tile 
birth of Auguste Fore!. This occas
ion was commemorated throughout 
Switzerland. Doris Lohse, our pio
neer in Zurich writes the following: 
"During the Jubilee celebration a 
Professor O. Volkard spoke twice 
in Zurich about Professor Forel and ure Baha'i Faith before an audience 
of 1000 persons. He mentioned that 
Professor Forel had recognized as 
the sole remedy for the ills of the 
world the Principles and Teacbings 
revealed by Bahil'u'llilh, the great 
prophet of the New Day." Miss 
Lohse later presented a brief state
ment of appreciation of Professor 
Foret to his son Dr. Oscar Forel, 
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Green Acre. Winter School 
ANNOUNCES: THE SECOND WINTER SCHOOL SESSION-I948-49 

Dec: 27 to Jan. 1, inc!. 
Reimer House-Eliot. Maine 
Phone: Kittery 4034W 

FEATURING: Study Class, 10 :00-11 :30 a.m. "Study of the Covenant" 
Discussion Leader: Mildred Mottahedeh 
TEA TIME: 4 :00-5 :30 p.m. Tea-Book Reviews-Dis

cussion. Reviews include: "Meeting ¢ 
East and West" "Of Flight and Life" 
"Screwtape Letters" "The Wild Flag" 

Discussion: 8:00-9:30 p.m. "Promulgation of Universal 
Peace.'.' Discussion Leader: Genevieve L. 
Coy 

PLANNED RECREATION AND WINTER SPORTS 

RATES: $22.00 - includes room, meals, and Course fee. 

RESERVATIONS: MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW! 
Due to limited space, reseI;vations will be accepted on 
a "First Come" basis only. 
A $5.00 deposit is required yith your reservation. This 
will be applied to the $22.00 rate. The remaining $17.00 
can be paid on registration at the school. . 
Send reservation with $5.00 deposit to: 

who received this with deep appreci
ation. This occasion served greatly 
to enhance the prestige of the Baha 'i 
Faith in Switzerland. 

The maturing process of the be
lievers in our European goal coun
tries is again demonstrated, this 
time by the formation of Regional 
and National Translating Commit
tees, made up of neWt native believ
ers. There is one for ·the Scandinav
ian countries; one for the French
speaking countries; one for the Ger
man and one for the Italian. These 
Committees have already begun to 
iwlction in a very systematic and 
orderly manner, and their contribu
tion to the teaching work through
out Europe will be of inestimable 
value. 

The total number of newly de
clared believers in the ten goal coun
tries of Europe is 124. 

--EUROPEAN TEI\CHING CoMMITI'EE 

(Ed. Note: For references to Dr. 
Auguste Forel, see God Passes By 
pp. 307, 316, 375). 

International Relief 
Address correction: 

Mrs. Beatrice Ashton 
Box 548 
Evanston, .TII. 

(MRS.) DOROTHY M. FISHER 
7153 BRYAN STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 19, PA. 

Louhelen Looks Ahead 
The Loubelen School Committee 

announces that its plans for the 1949 
season include an intensive five-day 
tea cherts training course which will 
be . given August 15-19 inclusive, to 
help meet the urgent appeal for 
trained teachers. Also, there will·be 
two Junior Youth sessions in 1949. 
Ages 8-11 to be held July 10-15 in
clusive, and ages 11-15 to be held 
July 24-29 inclusive, The senior 
youth, yOlUlg adult, and adult ses
sions are being planned as usual. 

Calendar 
Feasts: 

Dec. 31---1Waraf-Honor 
Jan. 19-5ultan-Sovereignty 

NSA Meeting: 
Jan. 7-9 

Bahi'i Addresses 

N a tionaJ Office; 
536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 linden A venue, Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, W"Jlm.ette. 
Illinois. 

Baha'f News Editorial 0!tice: 
1001 W. Genesee st. 
Lansing, Mich. 



-
And Now - South Africa 
The following is an excerpt }rom 

a South African newspaper, dated 
Sept. 23, 1948: THE STAR of Johan
nesburg, Transvaal: 

"A seasoned traveller who came 
to Soutl?- Africa in a freighter to lec
tUre on the principles of the Baha'i 
Faith, is Mrs. E. R. Mathews, from 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, who is 
accompanied by another student of 
Baha'i, Miss Ophelia Crum .... 

"Mrs. Mathews came here in 
1936, on the luxury liner, Franconia, 
Her freighter travels this time were 
quite different, hut both she and Miss 
Crum found them most enjoyable 
with sufficient amenities for comfort. 
They intended to travel South Ai
rica, which they both love, While 
Mrs. Mathews lectures to women's 
organizations on the new religion, 
Italian art, and books. 

She is a woman with a wealth of 
humour ... _ She was booked to 
give a lecture on Baha'i in New Zeal
and,' and was being conducted to the 
lecture room when I-.er shoe lace 
broke. She went into a shoe shop 

WriliDg For World Order 
In order to attract thinking people 

to the Faith, we ought to try to raise 
continually the standard of writiI)g 
in World Order. We hope that Baha.'is 
who have writing ability will can ... 
tribute frequently to the magazine. 
We are eager to receive new and 
fresh approaches to the Teachings, 
and articles which bring special 
information to bear on them. The 
same general ideas," restated in the 
same way, are not very interesting 
to regualr su bscri bers who, once 
they are familiar with them, want 
something new_ We need that origin
ality of statement which comes from 
having pondered the Baha'i Writings. 
thoroughly assimilated them, and so 
made them a part of us th~t when 
we write they emerge in a new and 
interesting form. This does not mean 
that we should alter the Teachings 
to suit ourselves, but that we should 
brmg what special information we 
have and our own experiences to 
bear on them. 

We do not wish to discourage ama
teur writers. Unless a large number 
of Offerings come in, we cannot make 
a good selection. But we hope that 
contributors whose work is rejected 
will understand that not all manu-
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to buy a new one and the proprietor 
recognized her from a newspaper 
portrait and invited her to tell him 
all about her new religion. He called 
the assistants in their leather aprons 
from the back premises, and to any 
customer who entered the "shop he 
said. "Sit there and don't talk." Mrs. 
Mathews ,gave her lecture, in en
tirely different circumstances from 
those :in which she was booked to 
give it, and then hurried along to 
her meeting~ and repeated it ... 

Miss Crum write s: " . , , This is 
a hard assignment in this strange 
land of diamonds, gold and natives. 
... Only one Baha'i here .. _ She _ . , 
is partly crippled but is making a 
great effort to introduce us about. 
On Tuesday morning we had a class 
of five and the next week it grew to 
twelve. Put an ad in the· paper for 
those who would be interested in our 
Principles, and have had six answers 
so "far. Will invite them to an evening 
class. We hope to find someone who 
wiU keep the people together and 
hold regular study groups after we 
leave .. _ ." 

scripts can be published_ 
All Bah.a'is are so busy that it is 

necessary to conserve our time and 
energies as much as possible. The 
editors have found that it is impos
sible to write long letters explaining 
just why· certain contributions are 
not suitable. Such letters would con
stitute a correspondence courfoe in 
writing, which would be a very good " 
thing, but which simply is not within 
our power at the present time. We 
have, therefore, adopted a form let
ter for the rejeCtion of manuscripts. 
hoping the believers will under~and 

_ that this is merely a necessary labor
saving device. 

Perhaps now is the time to develop 
a more professional attitude towards 
our Baha'i publications. A letter 
from one contributor, who has bad 
work published in a well-known 
magazine, illustrates this attitude 
perfectly. He wrote: "Please treat" 
me as if your were paying for what 
I write and you could find plenty 
more writers who could do as well." 
That sentence warmed our hearts. 

Here are a few suggestions which, 
if followed, would make the editorial 
work of the magazine much easler: 

1. Send double-spaced typewritten 
manuscripts, first copies, not car· 
bons. Single-spaced copy is very dif" 

Program.rner's Corner 
"Wherefore, "be thankful ""to 

G<!d, for having strengfuened 
thee to aid His Cause, for hav
ing made the flowers of knowl
edge and understanding to 
spring forth iIi the garden of 
thine heart. Thus hath His 
grace encompassed the whole" 
of creation." 

"':"""'BOOtU'WH, Gleanings 
p.303 

Hints "For A~tion: 
1. Are you a pamphleteer? 

Keep a complete supply on 
hand. 

2. Carry varied types of 
Baha'i pa·mphleis in your 
pockets, so that the most 
precious opportunity to 
hand one to a stranger or 
a friend may not escape 
y,?u. 

3. Scan the daily newspap"" 
before leaving home so'that 
you may provide yourself 
with the pamphlets which 
seem to answer the major 
social problems as they face 
the people in your town to
day. (Religion Returns 
might be appropriate near 
Christmas; A Pattern FOT 
Future Society when war 
clouds threaten; Industrial 
Justice "when strikes and 
picketing make headlines; 
The Destiny at America 
during inauguration week, 
etc. 

CoMMI'l'rI!:!' 
-NATIONAL PROGRAMMING 

flcult to edit and a good clear manu
script saves time or money for 
retyping. 

2. Do' ·not use thin paper unless 
you are in a distant country where 
postage rates are very high. It tears 
or becomes crumpled with much 
handling. 

3. Learn to. spell and accent cor~ 
rectly the Baha'i names, especially 
the words Baha'i," Bab, Baha'u.'U.a.h, 
and 'Abdu'I-Baha. The proper trans
literation of these words,' given us 
by the Guardian, can be found in any 
of the current Baha 'f literature. 

The committee" appreciates the con
tributions and the suggestions which 
have been sent in and asks your belp 
in making "the magazine a good 
teaching medium. . 

-WORLD 0RDm EIIlTORIAL CoMMlTTIIZ 
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Community Folk Festival in Binghamton, N. Y.ls the scene of a Baha'i display, 
Oct. 9 and 10 amid ihirty·foor Na.tional Origin exhibits which attracted many visitors. 

. The Home Front 
Seneca TownshiPJ New York 

This group has a worthwile plan 
for getting prospects. Each Baha', 
will select a person or family 'whom 
he thinks might be responsive and 
try to establish a friendship during 
the coming months. This follows out 
the idea of "each one, teach one," 
even though at the start it is only 
neighborliness. Seneca Township has 
no newspaper in which to publicize 
meetings so it must be done through 
personal contacts. 
Syra cuse, New York 

eels the U.N.' Developing a Consci· 
ence?' was the title of Hilda Yen's 
talk here on October 24. She drew 
a complete parallel between the U.N. 
and the Baha'i Faith. It was. a talk 
much appreciated by those attending 
and resulted in two good contacts. 
Bozeman, Mont. 

Though only two in number, the 
live-wire group of thls to"Wn provided 
a hotel room and fine publicity for 
a meeting ·on .Human Rights, Oct. 
24 with Harold Hunt of Butte as 
speaker. A prominent woman leader 
of Bozeman who knew of the Faitb 
through contacts ill- .California at
tended. SlJe is deeply ·interested in 
tp.e F.;:tith and considers the Baha'is 
to be outstanding people wherever 
foUnd. BaM'is attended the meeling 
fr~m . Helena. and Grea.t Fans. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
Miss Jessie Revell was guest 

speaker, Oct. 3 before a youth group 
at Fellowship House, which is com~ 
posed of citizens who are endeav
oring to bring greater understanding 
betvi!een people of various races, re
ligions, and na tionali ~ies. Her chair· 
man was a young Nisei girl· and the 
audience contained people of varied 
backgrounds. Following the talk, il
lustrated with pictures, Miss Revell 
answered such questions as the 
Baha'i attitude toward ·'military serv· 
ice and what is the Administrative 
Order. One of the young men who 
had met two Baha'i servicemen while 
in the army, ,gave valuable perspect· 
ive to the speaker's question period 
since he is acquainted with the teach~ 
ings. 
Ada c..uitty, Idaho 

A joint gathering of the Ada 
County and Boise communities was 
held at the home of Mrs. Avona Dun
can for the purpose of meeting her 
grandmother, Mrs. Solveig Corbit, 
pioneer to Oslo, NaJ;Way. The friends 
heard a very interesting ans stimu~ 
lating account of her experiences 
and of the Geneva ,Conference, il
lustrated with pictures. 
Hamilton, Mass. 

Open house. is maintained 'on each 
of the nine Holy.Days at the Hamil-

ton Center. On October 20, Mrs. 
N aney Bowdi teb showed pictures of 
the Holy Shrines and Gardens on 
Mt. Carmel and of the Temple in 
Wilmette in commemoration of the 
birth of the Bab. Also, in the morn~ 
ing she conducted a children's hOl..l.r, 
Berkeley, Calif. 

The third birthday of the United 
Nations, Oct. 24, was celebrated by 
the Berkeley community with a spe
cial event at the College Women's 
Club. Marzieh Gail's talk on "Will 
the Nations Unite," made the pOint 
that the BaM'j Faith gives opportu
nity for a world-wide loyalty and that 
this common faith is essential in the 
achievement of human unity. The 
na lions will be firmly united when 
their peoples adhere to the teachings 
of God's Messenger for our time, 
Baha'u'llah. The meeting was opened 
by the chairman, Dr. Robert L. Gu
lick, Jr., with motion pictures: 
"Americans All," a March of Time 
production dedicated to the elimina
tion of race, religious, and national 
prejudice; and "Now the Peace," 
a film tracing the history and out
lining the objectives of the United 
Nations. Films are scheduled at the 
start of programs to encourage peo
ple to come .an time and in order 
to have a maximum number of per. 
sons present during the lectures on 
the assumption that it is better for 
people to walk in during the films 
than to have them disrupt the lec
ture. 

It was a first Baha'i meeting for 
a number of persons in the sizeable 
audience which was truly interna~ 
tional and interracial. Baha'i litera
ture in many languages was promi
nently displayed and along with the 
free distribution of a "Pattern for 
Future Society" a State Department 
pamphlet, "The United Nations -
Three Years of Achievement" cor
related to the talk was given' away. 
this being a new idea of the Berke
ley friends to use related govern
ment literature. 
Topeka, Kan. 

A Baha'i Center was formally es~ 
tablished here· on Oct. 3, with a pub
lic meeting and tea, realizing at last 
a long-cherished hope. The opening 
of th·e newly decorated and furnished 
room was publicized by newspaper 
and personal invitation and is now 
being used for study classes, 
Independence, Missouri 

The. free time offered the Baha'is 
by radio station KIMO for five days, 



Sept. 27 to Oct. 1 was put to ex
cellent use by this community when 
it presented- its first self.produced 
broadcast7 mainly composed of di· 
reet quotations from the teachings, 
interspersed with soft organ music. 
'The first three days were tape-re
corded for actual use but the last 
two were done by personal appear
ance. Favorable comment~ came in 
and the station program director 
liked the presentation. 

Are Your Letters and Tablets 
Being Preserved for Posterity? 
Dear Friends: 

The longer the number of Tablets, 
as yet not received by the Archives, 
are retained, .the less the likelihood 
of their being preserved for future 
generations. The great historic 
importance of tile letters of the 
Guardian will be appreciated much 
more in the future than now. The 
Guardian has stated that nothing will 
be published or be considered as 
authori!ati ve in the future unless 
there is an original in hand. 

Newly formed groups and Assem
blies are especially encouraged' to 
begin at once to gather material for 
their archives as listed herein, lest 
the very impDrtant beginnings be 
forgotten. 

Friends with valuable collections 
and libraries should make provisions 
in their wills for the bequeathing of 
this material to the National 
Archives. 

-NArIONAL ABcmvF.s AND HIsTORY 

CoMMI'l'TEE 

714 Sheridan Road 
Wilmette, Illinois' 

October 1947 

Clll8sificatioD8 of Materials 
For Preservation in NatiODlll 

and Loeal Bahii'i Archives 
This classification has been made 

in order to clarify the nature of the 
material to be be preserved in the 
Archives, with a suitabl~ distinctiOIl 
between that which should be sent to 
the National Archives and that which 
should enter into the Archives estab
lished by a local Spiritual Assembly. 

I. Tablets and relics of Bah8-' 
'u'llah and the Bab, whether original 
Tablets or photostatic reproductions. 
This material is essentially National 
in character. 

II. Tablets and relics of 'Abdu'l
BaM. The Tablets should be original, 
signed Tablets, or authentic repro
ductions such as photostatic copies. 

BAH.~'f :'IIEWS 9 

At lUI Inler-<lOllull1mlty piCDtc In \he V'el'dDp BDI,;, ~ 12, BaIli'is aDd Meads 
from JIGrba.Dk, Van Nuys, and GleDdaie Twp'., Calli .... eShown listening to ODe· of 
\he -.-ken, M:r&. _ ~er. . . 

TO.blets should be accompanied by 
original translation if possible. All 
original Tablets should be preserved 
in the National Archives. Photostats 
of Tablets revealed to the Spiritual 
Assembly, or to individual believers, 
might well be placed in the local Ar
chives. As regards the nature of rel
ics, the Guardian has given the fol
[owing explanation: 

"The general principle should be 
that any object used by Him in per· 
son should be preserved for poster
ity, whether in the local or National 
Archives. It is the duty and responsi
bility of the BaM'i Assemblies to as
certain carefully whether such ob· 
jects are genuine or ~ot, and to exer
cise the utmost care and caution in 
the matter. tt 

III. Letters of Shoghi Effendi. . 
These are of three different ciasses
those written to the N.S.A. and the 
entire American Community; those 
written to local Assemblies; and 
those written to individual believers 
.. _ Original letters to local Assem
blies are for the most part not confi· 
Mntial and can be preserved in the 
National Archives, with photostats in 
the local archives. Letters to indi
vidual believers can be sent to the 
National Archives and photostats ob
tained for the recipient and for the 
local Archives. 

IV. National events and activi
ties. Such events as 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
American journey, the founding Df 
the Temple, early historical records 
of the Star of the West, BaM'! Pub
lishing Committee, Green Acre, Gey· 
serville, Temerity, and Louhelen 
RaSlch and other activities of more 

than local importance constitute .an 
impressive aspect of Baha'i history. 
and all original documents and rec
ords should be turned over to the 
N .s.A. if not already done, for its ex- . 
amination and subsequent deposit in 
the National Archive •. 

V. Local records and activities. 
Records and documents pertaining 
to such activities are of two classes: 
the Minutes and correspondence of 
the Spiritual Assembly, which are 
preserved by the Assembly itself, 
and non-administrative material of 
historical interest and importance, 
such as programs, newspaper clip
pings~ Historical Record Cards, etc. 
It is recommended that each Spixit· 
ual Assembly also provide a bound 
book in which its Archives Commit:. 
tee can keep a record of enrollments 
of new believers and also deaths or 
removals from the community. 

Baha'i publications: A complete 
file of all publications, such as books, 
pamphlets, and magazines, news let
ters, etc., of official Bahlt'! character 
is being developed in the National 
Archives, and the cooperation of the 
friends is requested to make this 
complete. Out of print Bahlt'f books 
and pamphlets will be appreciated. 

VII. Individual records and pa
pers belonging to such prominent 
workers as those named in "Amer .. 
ica and the Most Great Peace" WIll 
appreciate that such recDrds are 
part of the history of the Cause and 
might well be turned over to the Ar
chives and Historical Committee. 
Other personal records might sim
ilarly be turned over to the local Ar-. 
chives Committee. 
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_'I Allaembly of Qailo, Ecuador wiIh traveling teacher _ban Caaales, _ted 
.-from rIghl. 

Latin American News 
Delegates from each country of 

Latin America to the annual con
gresses to be held in January, one 
in Sao Paulo, Brazil, and one in 
Guatemala City, are being elected 
during November. The Regional 
Teaching Committee of each coun
try will hold a meeting of believers 
of the entire country at which will 
be discussed their recent activities 
and the tasks before them, and dur
ing which the election of their dele
gate will be held. Registered believ
ers unable to al.tend this meeting in 
person will be permitted to send 
their votes by mail. 

Gayle Woolson has met with a 
warm response to the lectures on 
the Baha'l Teachings which she has 
given before Masonic and Lions 
clubs in Havana and several other 
cities of Cuba. As a result, about 
500 persons have signed cards re
questing that correspondence lessons 
be sent them. (These were written 
and are mailed out by Elisa beth 
Cheney). Gayle explains the critical 
need for some kind of follow-up work 
after a teacher has given the Mes
sage and then moves on, if the seeds 
soWn are to germinate and yield 
permanent fruit. The Regional 
Teaching Committee of Cuba is also 
folloWing up, through personal cor
respondence, the contacts made by 
.Gayle. Besides, Sra. Viva Lismore, 
of Havana, will go every two weeks 

to Matanzas to teach a class just 
formed there, and Julio Perez, also 
of Havana. will go every other Satur
day to Pinal" del Rio to teach another 
class. 

On October 28 Gayle flew to Port
au-Prince. Haiti. She writes of the 
believers there: "1 have had to do 
much explaining to the friends on 
administrative points and it is en
couraging to see their eagerness to 
learn and to do things right." 

She also relates: "I went out to 
see the 'Baha'i Cultural Center' the 
other day. During the' day there are 
classes for. some thirty children who 
are learning to read and write, and 
they recite the twelve principles and 
the sayings above the nine doors of 
the Temple by heart. The school is 
a little hut with a straw roof? just 
as all the little huts around it where 
these poor childre" live .... At night, 
illiterate adults are taught and on 
Monday afternoons the sick are at
tended to by Dr. LaFleur and two 
nurses. . . . The services of the 
school and clinic are wonderful and 
so helpful to those poverty-stricken 
people who turn to them for help." 

About mid-November Gayle will 
proceed to the Dominican Republic, 
and. from there to Puerto Rico and 
Jamaica, returning to Cuba for a 
few weeks before going to the Con
gress in Guatemala. 

The assembly of Quito, Ecuador, 
wa s elected in October t during the 
stay of Esteban Canales, taking 
advantage of special permission 
granted by the National Spiritual As
sembly because of extraordinary 
conditions that had obtained there· 
last April. Esteban's strenuous lab
ors here were also rewarded by the 
enrollment of several fine new be
lievers, including the publisher of a 
local daily newspaper. (The Baha'I 
activity in QW to recently has been 
given wonderful write-ups in the 

. press). An a !tractive center was 
opened in the hear! of the city and 
the Assembly's teaching committee 
is diligently planning weekly public 
meetings. 

The Portuguese Publishiog Com
mittee in Baha'i Brazil, has just fin~ 
ished translating !lie Dispensation Of 
BaM'u'll<ih and the Will and Te.ta
ment of 'Abdu'! BaM. These are be
ing reviewed and will soon ba pub
lished. God Passes By has been 
translated and reviewed and will ba 
given to the printer very soon. 

In Buenos Aires a new edition of 
Baha'u'llli.h and the New ETa has 
just come from the press and"in San
tiago, Chile, a Spanish translation 
of God Passes By has been printed. 

Mr. and Mrs. E,dward Bode, after 
three years in South America, sailed 
from Santiago, Chile, for New York 
on Novembar 11. They hope to re
establish connections in this coun
try which will enable them to again 
serve the Faith in foreign fields. 

Among the more important ae
. complishments for the Faith made 
by the Bodes while in South America 
was the overseeing of the transla
tion of God Passes By and the pub
lishing of Some Answered Questions 
in Portuguese, the copyrighting of 
these books with the Brazilian Na
tional Library, and the obtention of 
incorporation of the Faith in Brazil. 

Pioneer Needa 
In Latin America 

The N a lional Assembly has been 
informed by the Inter-America Com
'mittee that some of the friends are 
under the impression that the Guard
ian has recalled American pioneers 
from the Latin American teaching 
field. 

The Assembly wishes to correct 
this erroneous impression. On the 
contrary, there are six countries in 
South America and seven in Central 



America which lack. American pia-
neers and need them. However, the 
Inter-America budget, tmiortunately, 
cannot make arrangements with vol
unteer pioneers which were possible 

. a few years ago. 
Whal the Cammittee hopes is that 

some of the friends can serve on 
a self-supporting basis. The Commit
tee believes that teachers and sle
r.ographers can readily :lind work 
.m most countries of La tin America. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL asSEMBLY 

The Guardian On Observance 
of Feut Date Calendar 

'I'hl' National Assembly wishes to 
make available some words from 
the Guardian answering a question 
rather frequently raised. One of the 
believers wrote Shoghi Effendi to 
inquire whether the Nineteen Day 
Feast date can be changed when 
it coincides wth a date assigned 10 
a publicly-advertised Baha 'f lecture. 

"This is really a matter of second
ary importance, and shonld be de
cided by the Assembly. Meetings 
which have been publicly advertized 
for a certain date cannot, obviously, 
be cancelled." - Shoghi Effendi, 
through his secretary, September 21, 
19411, to Mr. and Mrs. Ellsworth 
Blackwell. 

Corrections 
The November issue ran a picture 

on pg. 7 t of a gathering -of Montana 
BaM'is. 

The caption failed to include the 
friends from Butte, who submitted 
the picture. We apologize. 

Beware, Lest Ye Be Tempted 
"Beware, 0 men, lest ye be temp

ted to part with Him in exchange 
for the. gold and silver ye possess. 
Let His love be a storehouse of 
treasure for your souls on the Day 
when naught else but Him shall 
profit you; the Day when every pil
lar shall tremble, when the very 
skins of men shall creep, when all 
eyes shall stare up .with terror ... " 

"Say: 0 people! Fear ye God, 
and turn not away disdainfully from 
His Revelation. Fall prostrate on 
your faces before God, and celebrate 
His praise .in the daytime and in the 
night season. . . . Make . . . mention 
of thy Lord, that haply the heedless 
among our servants? may be admon
ished through thy words. . . ." 

Gleanings, p. ·38 

BAHA'i NEWS 

Publishing Announcements 
The Challenging Requirements of 

the Present HOUT by Shoghi Effendi. 
This letter, dated June 5, 1947, was 
addressed by the Guardian to "the 
prosecutors of the Divine Plan in the 
United States of America, and the 
Dominion of Canada; and their as
sociates throughout Central and 
South America; and their represen
tatives on the continent of Europe." 
It was printed as a pampblet by the 
National Assembly and a copy given 
to every believer. This communica
tion outlines in detail the essential 
tasks to be accomplished during the 
Second Seven Year Plan, and is 
therefore a constant guide and di· 
rective to every committee and indi
vidual Baha'i. Its text is not included 
in the volume "Messages to Amer
ica" becau,se it was written after 
that compilation had gone to press. 
Thirty six pages, paper cover pam
phlet. Per copy, 25'c. 

Your Experience as a Baha'i. This 
attractively printed pamphlet has 
been developed at the direction of the 
NSA to help orientate new believers 
and assist them to enter actively into 
community life. The contents include 
HWhat Is Different about the Baha'i 
Community. (1. Group life. 2. The 
lack of sharp distinction between 
spiritual and social living, 3. Get
ling rid of the partisan spirit, 4. Con· 
sultation,5. The Guardian)", "DeEUJ
ening Our Spiritual Understanding", 
"Tests,1' IIBuilding the Kingdom of 
God," and '·We Are Not Alone." The 

. friends will find this helpful for 
group discussion and in the prepara-

11 

tion of individuals for enrollment in 
the community. Price: .20 per copy. 

Security for a Failing W01"id by 
Stanwood Cobb. Condensation of his 
book in pamphlet form convenient 
pocket or hand bag size. Also easY to 
enclose in letters to friends. Sold in 
lots of ten only. .SOc. 

Baha'i Calendar 1949. Now avail
able. Price: .10c each. 

Correction: Price of Index for 
God P .... ses By was wrongly listed in 
Baha'i News for October 1948, as 
.1Sc. 'Carrect price is .2Sc oper copy. 

. Enrollments.
EDr.oUm.ents reported by Local. SptrUual 
A5sembUes: : . -

Urbana. Ill., 1; New York City, 3; Col· 
umbus. Ohio. 1; Greenwich, Conn., 1; 
Chicago, Ill., 2; Denver. Colo., 7; Okla. 
City. Okla .. 1; Colo. Spgs., Colo., 2; Oak
land. Calif., 1; YOUTH 4. 
EDrollments reporled by Regieoal Teacll_ 
ing Committees 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

Penna. 1 
New Jersey 1 
Western N. Y. 1 
Mass., Vi., R. I. 1 

SOUTHERN STATES 
Ala., Ga. 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
Ill., Iowa 1 
Wis .• Minn .• No. & So. Dakota 1 

WESTERN STATES 
Wash. 2 & 1 Youth 

Diredory Addltions & Changes 
LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY SEC· 
RETARIES: 

TACOMA, WASH. 
Mrs. Nettie Asberry 
1219 So. 13th St. 

ARCADIA. CALIF. 
Mr. Stanley M. Blakeslee 
P. O. Box 795 

EL MONTE TWP., CALIF. 
Mrs. Jessie B. Nash 
P.O. Box 4(}2 

HOD01ulu BahA'is """"",bled for praJ"'rs al Ihe grave of 1IIarih& Roo! In NIauma 
Cemetery. Sept. U, 1lH8 . 
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Suggested Daily Readingll 
for January, 1949 

"0 Lord, cause to descend upon 
us quietness and tranquility
shower upon us the clouds of Thy 
mercy in great abundance and 
make us to characterize ourselves 
with the characteristics of the 
spiritual." 
Jan. 

1 H. W. Arabic'll 
2 E.S.W.-48 
3 A.D.J. ''Staggering Beapond. 

billty'· 11, 18 
4 "DestlDy of Amerlca"-A.D.J. 

12, '13 
5 "Destin7 of Amerlca"-A.D.J, 

14 
6 "Destiny ot Americau-A.D.l. 

75 
1 Matthew 25-14 to 48 
8 H. W. ArabI< 50 
9 A.D.J. W, 11 

10 Jerusalem-E.S~W.-l44. 145 
11 A.D,J .-51 
12 A.D.J.-52 
13 Discrimination A.D~J. 45 
14 DiscriminatioD-A.D.J'. 48 
15 H. W. Arabic-1321 
16 E.S.W.-"Tbe Third Word"-

29,30 
17 A.D~J.-"Be Unrestra!ned'·..........u 
18 A.D.J.--43 
19 A.D.J .-"The time is ahortU

-

39. (Feast of Sovereignty) 
30 H. W. Arabic-44 
21-J esus Admonition - Matthew 

Ch. 10. 5 to 42 
22 '"Bab'&: Address to Letters of 

the Uving" 
23 Prejudic~A.D.J. 30 
24 Prejudice-A.D.J. 31 
25 Portals to Freedom-lay ITO 
26 E.S.W., Justice, 12, 13 
27 H. W. Arabic, 2? 
28 A.D.J.-6S 
29 A.D.J._ 
30 A.D.J.-'10 
31 H. W. Arabic-63 
Key: 
H.W.--Bldden Worda 
E.S.W.-EpIstJe 10 !lie s.a ..r lbe 

Wolf . 
A.D.l'.-Adverat of DivIDe "asUoe 

In Memoriam 
Mr. Charles W. Colebrook, Worces

ter, Mass. 10-4-48 
Dr. Thomas C. Chapman, Kansas 

City, M. IB-I448 
Mrs. Olive Thomasson, ·Los Angeles, 

Calif. IB-l8-48 
Mr. Robert T. Sims, Chicago, m. 

10-23-48 
Mrs. Ruth Blankenbicker, Milwau

kee, Wis. IB-l8-48 
Mr. Charles H. Niemarm, Washing

ton, D. C. IB-28-48 
Mr. Joseph J. Sawyer, Sr., Greens

boro, N. C. IB-28-48 
Mrs. Lillian Steed, Orange, Conn. 

·11-1-48 
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Contributions from Assemblies 
for the Month of October, 1948 
Alask.a~Anchorage. Arizona-Phoenix, 

Tucson. Arkansas--Little Rock. Caillor
nia-Alham bra, Arcadia, Berkeley Bev
erley Hills, B~rbank, Burlingame: Car
mel, Geyserville, EI Monte Twp., Es
condido Twp., Fresno, Glendale, Glen
dal Twp., Inglewood, Long Beaeh, Los 
Angeles, Monrovia, MonrOvia Twp., Oak
land, Oceanside, Palo Alto, Pasadena, 
San Diego, Sacramento, San Francis
co, San Marino, Santa Barbara, Santi! 
Monica, Southgate. 

CoIorado--Colorado Springs, Denver. 
CODDectieut-New Haven. Hartford.. Dlst. 
of Columilia - Washington. Florida _ 
Jacksonville, Miami. Georc1a-Atlanta, 
Augusta. KawaU-Honolulu, Maul. Idaho 
-Ada County, Boise. llliDol&-Batavia, 
Champaign, Chicago, Danville, Elm
hurst, Evanston, Limestone Twp.. May
wood, Oak Park, Peoria, Springfield, Ur
bana, Wilmette, Winnetka. Indlaua-In
dianapolis, Fort Wayne, South Bend. 
lowa-Cedar Rapids, Waterloo. Kansas
Topeka. Louis1ana-New Orleans. 
__ Eliot, Portland. Maryland

Baltimore. Massa.chnseHs--Beverly. Bos
ton, Brookline, Springfield, Worcester. 
Michigan-Ann Arbor, Davison Twp. De-
troit, Flint. Grand Rapids, Grosse 
Pointe Farms, K8.1amazoo-, Lansing, 
Muskegon. Minnesota. - Duluth, Minne
apolis, St. PauL Mississlppi-Jackson. 
Missouri-Independence, Kansas City, 
St Louis. Montana-Butte, Helena. Ne
braska-Omaha. New Hampshlre-Pom
mouth. 

New Jersey-Bergenfield, East Orange, 
Englewood, Montclair, Red Bank:,. NeW
ark. Ridgewood, Teaneck. New MexIco
Albuquerque. Albuquerque N. 10. New 
York-Binghamton, Buffalo, Jamestown, 
New York, Rochester, Waterloo, Yonk
er's. North CarGlina-Greensboro. North 
Dakota-Fargo. Ohio-Cincinnati, Cleve-
land, Dayton, E. Cleveland., Columbus, 
Lima, Manstleld, Toledo. Oreiron--Port· 
land. PeJUlSYlvaD1a-Phi1adelphia, Seran·. 
ton, West Chester. 

Puerto Rlco-San Juan, SoIIth Carollna 
-Columbia. Greenville. Souih DakiMa
Sioux Falls. Tennessee Mempbis, Nash
ville, Texas-Housion, San Antonio; U&ah 
-Salt Lake City. lVermont-Brattleboro. 
V/rgIDIa-Alexandria, Arlington. Wa.sb
metoD-Kirkland, Marysville, Monroe, 
Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma. WeN Virginla 
-Charleston. WfscoDSln-Kenosha, Ra
cine, Madison, Milwaukee, Shorewood, 
Somers Twp., Wauwatosa, Whitefish Bay. 
Wyoming-Laramie. 
Total number of Assemblies ........ 179 
Assemblies contributing-0ct. . ...... 154 
Assemblies not contributing-oct. . .. 25 
Individuals· c,ontrlbutmg-Qc1. . ...... 118 
Groups contrfbuting-oct. . .......... 44 

The Value of These Days 
HRender thanks unto God·the Eter

nal trUth, exalted be His glory, inas
much as ye have attained so won
drous a favor, and been adorned with 
the. ornament of His praise. Appre
ciate the value of these days, and 
cleave to whatsoever beseemeth 
thIs Revelation." 

Balla'; N-. ill published by ibe 
National IlpIrtiuaI Assembly 01 the 
Baha'is of the United States as the 
official news-letter of the Babj,'f 
Community. 

EdIted for Ibe NaUoaal Splrilul 
Assembly by Ba.!La'i News Edltor
ial Committee: Mrs, Roberta 
Christian, cllalrmaD. Miss Mar
garet YeuUer, Mr. Gordcm A, Fra
ser. EdItorial 0111",,: Mrs. 8.0_ . 
ChrIstia.n, 1001 West _ 81., 
L~,MIcb. 

Please report cbaDges of address 
and other matters ~ te 
dlstribulloD to lI>e _'j N&tIoaaI 
Ollrlce. 536 8heridaD. Road, WD
metie~ Dlfnois.. 
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Que s t ion n a i re : 
from the 

~TATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEHBLY 

The National Spiritual Assembly would like the views of as many believers as 
possible on the improvemen"; ern bu.ilding U]) at the programs at the four Balla'i Schools. 
In order to gat a wide su...-vey of views~ will you please fill out the following ques
tionnaire and mail directly to 

National Baha'i Office 
530 Sheridan Road 
Wil~tte. Illinois. 

Please check your choice of tho follOwing types of study at the Schools: 

1. Study of a particular Baba' i Book. 

2. Study courses with outlines. 

3. Disoussion 8cminars. 

4. Lecture oourses. 

Please ohock the subject matter which you feol ~ould be stressed in the School 
prograIIls : 

10 History of the Cause as in Dawn-oBreakers and God Passes lly. 

2. AWidntstration and understanding of Jlaha.1i oOl!!mW1ity lifo. 

3. Inspirational, personal belps in living tho :se.ha.11 lifo. 

4 .. Progressive revelation with s study of such historio religions as JudaiStl, 
Christianity and Is1aII1. and the Teachings cos given. in the Iqat4 

5. Inteneive study of Islam, correlated with the Faith. 

6. Baha'u'Uah's analysis of society in regards to aspects of the Lesser and 
the )40 at Great Peace. 

'. 
1. Tho Dlvinli' Plan and Americals tes("..hing mission. 

8. Intimate glicpses of the early ~s of the Faith: 
So The Apostolic Period 
b. The Age of Pilgr1moD.ge 
c. The Master1s D~s in America 
d. Rise of the Adl:linistrative Order. 

9. Varied allJl&cts of the Teachings not specified above, such asl the soien
tific ~roaoh. related Christian subjects, Gto. 
i'lease list ;your suggestiOIl.S: 
1. 
2. 
). 

'Ilbat othe~' suggestions have you for the improvement of School life? 
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ECONOMY 
This issue of Baha'i News 

carries no pictures and is lim. 
ited to eight pages. 

The Editorial Committee 
bopes the friends will under· 
stand that this is a way of 
saving money. Let your Baha'i 
News serve as a r~minder that 
w~ must all save in every pos
sible way in order to fulfill our 
Guardian's wish and complete 
the Temple interior on time. 

Advance Notice of 
Annual Convention 

The National Convention will be 
held in Temple Foundation Hall, Wil· 
mette, April 28, 29 and 3(1, and May 
1, 194&. Those wishing to make ad· 
vance reservations for living' 
quarters can write the Convention 
Committee in care of the National 
Baha'i Office. 

Will the friends please bear in 
mind the fact that only enrolled 
Baha'is can attend the busine~s ses
sions of the Convention. The Agenda 
provides for one public meeting open 
to all. 

From the Guardian 
"Dedieated to the Memory of the 
Immortal Herald of the BaIul'i Dispensation" 

Convey to believers the joyful news of the safe delivery on Mt. 
, Carmel of a consignment of thirty·two granite monolith columns, part 
of the initial shipment of material ordered for construction of the 
arcade of the Bab' s Sf'-',·J.lchre, designed as an envelope to preserve 
the sacred previous str.>cture reared by 'Abdu'I·Baha. Building oper, 
a tions are soon starting notwithstanding the difficulties of the present 
situation. I am supplicating the Almighty's guidance and sustaining 
grace for successive stij.ges ·of an enterprise envisaged sixty years 
ago by Bah,,'u'llah, initiated by the Center of His Covenant, designed 
to culminate as contemplated by Him in erection of a superstructure 
to be crowned by a golden dome ma>king the consummation at the 
heart of the Mountaio of God of the momentous undertaking born 
through the generating influence of the Will of the Founder of our 
beloved Faith, so 'dear to the heart of His blessed 'Son, and dedicated 
to the m:emory of the Martyr·Prophet, the immortal Heraid of the 
BaM'1 Dispensation. 

Cablegram received December 13, 1948 
Non-Interference in Polities 

"Regarding your question about politics and the Master's Will: the 
attitude of the Bahit'is must be two-foj,ll, complete obedience to the 
government of the country they reside in, and no inte:rfe~ence what
soever in political matters or questions. What the M~ster's statement 
really means is obedience to a duly constituted government, whatever 
that government may be io form. We are not the ones, as iodividual 

. Baha'is, to judge our government as just or unjust-for each believer 
would be sure to hold a different viewpoint, and within our own 
Baha'I fold a hotbed of dissension would spring up and destroy our 
nnity. We must build up our Baha'i system, and leave the faulty sys· 
terns of the world to go their way. We cannot change them through be· 
coming involved in them; on the contrary. they will destroy us. 

-From a letter to the National T..achiLlg Committee ,for Central 
America dated July 3, 1948, 

NEWS 
YEAR 105 BAHA'I ERA 

State Elections 
To every voting believer in the 

United States is being mailed a bal. 
lot and general instructions for vot
ing at the State Elections being held 
on February 6. 

The instructions list for each voter 
the place and the hour of the day 
for hi~ own State Convention, ancJ 
the number of delegates assigned 
to his State or Electoral District 
for the National Convention. 

A list of the volers of his State 
or Electoral District is also beiog 
sent. Correction of the voting list 
can be made at the State Election, 
so that every qualified voter resident 
in that State or Electoral District 
can cast a ballot. 

Finally, an Agenda iB provided for 
consultation on important matters. 
A number of the National Commit
tees have been asked to prepare a 
message which the NSA will send 
each Convention COI)lmittee in ad
vance. 

These elections call for the partici
pation of every adult Baha'i. On 
them depend the choice of the 171 
delegates who will be called upon 
to consult at the National Convention 
and elect the National Spiritual 
Assembly for the year 1949-1950. 

BalIi'I News I. publl_ by &be 
NatiODa! 8p/rlloal Assembly of &be 
Bahi'is 01 ibe United Slates as "&he 
o1ftcla1 De~letier of the BaJai,ti 

CommUDHy. 

Ediled for the NaUoaal Splrll1lal 
Assembly by BalIi'1 N ..... EcIJtor.. 
iaI Commli&ee, lIIn. Roberta 
ChrIstian, chairman, MIss Mar
garet Yeaiter, Mr. Gordoo A ......... 
ser. EcIIIorIai olIioe' Mn. Roberta 
ChristIaIl, ,1001 West Geuesee st., 
LaIISiD&. MIch. 

Please report cllaD.ges of address 
and other maUers ~ to 
_batloQ to the Baha'i NatioDal 
Ollie.. 536 SherIdan Road, Wil
mette. IIIiDoJa.. 

• 
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The Time of the Dawn-Breakers Returns 
Beloved Friends: 

You who have read The Dawn~ 
Breakers, and who have reverently. 
and prayerfully read the history of 
the Babi and Baha'i martyrdoms 
given by the Guardian in God 
Passes By-you are well aware of 
the sacrifices rendered for the Faith 
of God in its Heroic Age. 

Those days return for the Baha'is 
of America, not in physical martyr
dom, but in sacrifice of personality, 
time, energy, spirit and property to 
assure the fulfilment of our mandate 
as trustees appointed by 'Abdu'l· 
Bah". 

Considerations of convenience and 
self-preservation do not found the 
new order of Bahit'u'Uith in Latin 
America and Europe. They do not 
spread the Message to new souls in 
America. They do not and can not 
tr,,-nsform the shell of the House of 
Worship into an arena for the men
tion of the Name of God. 

Now is the hour to stop, indi vid
ually and by communities, and 
measure the immensity of our task. 
Up to five hundred and fifty tho,:,s
and dollars, as you have been In
formed, will be needed for the Tem
ple alone in the next two years. In 
addition we ar;e to provide the bud
gets needed for the work in Latin 
America and Western Europe, and 
maintain the truly essential work 
in the United States. 

Without determination to sacrifice 
the task would be impossible. That 
is why only Baha'is are given the 
sacred privilege to extend the Com
munity of the Greatest Name and 
provide in the heart of North Amer
ica a Temple which can conduct 
worship dedicate<! to the God of all 
mankind. We are like those who 
bulld a refuge before the extent of 
the public catastrophe has become 
generally realized. . . 

The determination to sacnjice! 
What does this mean'? Surely 
it means, first, a reorganization of 

Correction 
In October, we reported erroneous

ly that the Los Angeles Spiritual 
Assembly had witnessed the mar· 
riage of Mr _ Firuz Kazemzadeh and 
Miss Rakhshandeh Behbehani of 
Tehran, Persia. This marriage took 
place in San Francisco on August 28, 
We are sorry. 

our personal affairs so that every 
possible non-essential item is elim
inated. and everything left headed 
toward contribution of effort and 
funds. Until this is done, the ele
ment of sacrifice is not attained_ 
Next~ a reorganization of commun· 

ity and committee' plans which like
wise eliminates non-essentials~ and 
seeks to serve the Faith by spiritual 
means produced within the souls 
and not merely by material instru
ments. Every- community and group, 
as well as every individual believer, 
must look to the ultimate aim of 
the Faith and realize that what is 
spared to build the Temple' will re
turn to it a thousandfold when the 
Temple is co'mpleted and the 
Master's assurances concerning its 
public. influence are fulfilled . 

Foreseeing these conditions of test 
under tremendous responsibility, the 
Guardian gave us in Th,e Advent of 
Divine Justice the way to reinforce 
our inner lives. Today it is not too 
late to seek that reinforcement in 
the words of Baha 'u'llah which the 
Guardian cited for daily reading. 
Today it is not too late, but the 
beginning of the years oj decision 
has overtaken the American Baha'is. 

"Beloved friends!" the Guardian 
wrote (page 63), "I can do no better, 
eager as I am to extend to every 
one of you any a ssistance in my 
power that may enable you to dis
charge more effectively your 
divinely-appointed, continually mul
tiplying duties, than to direct your 
special attention, at this decisive 
hour, to these immortal passages," 
which "cannot fail to produce on the 
"minds and hearts of anyone of 
its members, who approaches them 
with befitting humility and detach
ment, such powerful reactions as 
to illumine his entire being and in
tensify tremendously his daily ex
ertions." 

-NATIONAL SPmITUAL A.13sEMBLY 

Calendar 
Feasts: Feb. 7-Mulk-Dominion 
Intercalary Days-Feb. 26, 27, 28, 

Mar. 1 
NSA Meeting: Feb. 11-13 

Marriapa 
Providence, R.I. Mary Elizabeth 

Bower and Everett William Warfield, 
Nov. 18, 1948. 

"No Lonely Ones" in Europe 
As impressive as is the ever-grow

ing number of new believers in the 
goal countries of Europe (there are 
now 132 newly declared Baha'!s) the 
spirit that exists a mongst them is 
truly wonderful_ This is exemplified 
in the follo"\Ving quotation from a re
cent letter written by one of the 
Danish pioneers: ~~We are all ages 
from 60 years down to 23 years and 
there are no lonely ones sitting 
apart. "GO" and "23" talk together 
as easily and as warmly as -if they 
were good and old friends. 

"Then the spiritual part of the 
Feast--one of the young Danish be
lievers acted as Chairman. Every· 
one had something to read and no 
scurrying around to find places, etc_ 
All done with- reverence and very 
quietly. We are doing 'Esselmon!' 
. . . each person reads a section 
and -all the rest of us follow in our 
own books. Then we discuss it_ . . ~ 

"From the youngest to the oldest 
they will say 'I talked with so and 
so, he or she seem to be sitting 
alone. We must not leave anyone 
out. ' It is truly magnificent when 
you think that none of these people 
were great friends before meeting 
the Cause and most of them did not 
know each other at all. tl 

The E.T_C. receives many such 
heartening letters but lack of Space 
prevents our quoting more of them. 

The following interesting report 
has just been received from the Oslo 
Community: "A young Norwegian 
lad has recently returned from the 
States where he studied for two 
years at the University of Chicago. 
He gave three public Travel-Talks 
with color slides, among them some 
of the Bah .. ', Temple. ~ter his first 
lecture some of our friends who 
heard him told us about it with the 
result that I got in touch with him 
and invited him to our public meet
ing in November. He was delighted 
to know that BaM.'is were here in 
Oslo. He was much impressed with 
the attitude and service of the 
BaM'js, ... At his next two lec· 
tures, one given at the University. 
he gave quite an extensive talk on 
the Temple and announced the fact 
that the Baha',s had a Community 
in Oslo and that they had a teach
ing program and gave the time and 
place of the classes." 

We are happy to report that Doris 
and Don Corbin of the Grosse Pointe 
Farms, Michigan Community re-
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cently sailed for Stockholm to be our 
resident pioneers there. This dedi
cated Baha'; couple will greatly re
inforce the teaching work in Sweden. 

-EUROPEAN TEAcHING COMMI"l'TEE 

Louhelen Plans Summer 1949 
DATES: June 26 through Sept. S. 

ADULT SESSIONS include: a two
weeks intensive Teach~r's Training 
course, sponsored by the National 
Programming Committee, June 26 
through July 8. Courses are; 1. Con
tact and Publicity, 2. Public Cam. 
paigns, ~. Seminar Teaching, 4. Fire
side Teaching. 

FOUR ADULT SESSIONS planned 
are: HCommunity Life", July 17.22, 
with Mrs. Mamie Seta teaching "The 
Bah8.'i Way of Life,'; "Fellowship 
Week", July 3I-Au~t 5; "Interna
tional Week", AugUst 7-12; and a 
short Teacher's Training course, Au- . 
gust 14-19, with Terah Smith teach
ing Effective Speech. Other teachers 
and courses for these sessions will 
be announced later. 

YOUTH - A lively program has 
been planned for youth, to be divided 
into three separate sessions. JUN
IOR YOUTH I., ages 8-11, Jury 10 
through IS includes: Babit'! History, 
Mrs . John F ailey; BaM.'; Tea chings, 
Mrs. Robert Love; Character Build
ing and Nature Study, Mr. Sam 
Clark; Crafts, Mrs. George True. 
JUNIOR YOUTH 2., 'n-IS, July 24 
through 29: History, Mr. Robert 
Gaines; Teachings, Mrs. Edith Mc
Laren; Personal Development and 
Character Bwlding, Mrs. Mildred 
Holmes; Recreation, including a 
course in Ballroom Dancing, Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley Bagley. SENIOR 
YOUTH, ages 15-20, Aug. 21 through 
26, includes: Effective Speech, 
Terah Smith; Choir, Esther Wilson; 
Latin American Dancing, Mrs. Ida 
Bates; a teacher for BahA'i His
tory and Teachings will be an
nounced later. 

YOUNG ADULT SESSION, Aug. 28 
through Sept. 2, includes: Islam and 
an easy ABC shorthand system, Mrs. 
Marzieh Gail; Administration and 
the Covenant, Mr. Borah Kavelin; 
Baha'i Way of Life, Mrs. Emeric 
Sala; World Current Events and the 
Baha'; Faith, Mr. Sala. 
• AND DON'T FORGET THE AN

NUAL LOUHELEN HOMECOMING, 
Sept. 4-5. This event is already be
ing planned. This year's commit
tee includes Mr. and Mrs. Stanley 
Bagley, Mr. Sam Clark, and the 
Detroit Area Youth. 
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Convention Echoes 
TIlE SEED·BED OF FUTURE CIVILIZATION 

HORACE HOLLEY 
(The following is a stenographic record 
of a report on coordination of activities 

presented at the Annual Baha'i 
Convention of 1948.) 

In the central eastern part of this 
country there- is an area which has 
in recent years been set aside as a 
national park_ It is a very dis. 
tinctive area from the point of view. 
of geology and natural history. I 
refer ·to the Smokies. 

A government scientist, speaking 
in the lob by of a hotel a few years 
ago told a group of us who happened 
to be there that evening that during 
the Ice Age, the Smokies were 
raised above the level of the ice 
and thus preserved the grasses, the 
herbs, the shrubs and· the trees 
which later, with the recession of 
the ice, were spread across the con· 
tinent_ The Smokies, according to 
this conception, were the seed-bed 
of our humanly inhabited North Am
erica. 

Now, today, we have another Ice 
Age. It is an Ice Age of the spirit. 
That is to say, humanity, iIi its 
condition of unbelief, lies under 
the oppression 01 this freezing cold; 
its hopes are inert; it is unable to 
live in the spiritual realm; and the 
Baha'l community is the seed-bed 
of the great continent of the new 
mankind. 

Now, if this is our function, if it has 
been given to us to be alive above 
the level of the desolation that lies 
so heavy on mankind, if we are the 
seed-bed of the future beea use we 
stand in the sunlight of the Holy 
Spirit, we have a responsibility to 
the world which eXceeds our cap
acity to express. 

The individual believer coordi
nates his teaching work because he 
has the faculty of sanity, and sanity 
is that element in man which results 
when we coordinate our facu1:ties 
and powers for a spiritual purpose, 
and my undertsanding of the Teach
ings is that 'when there is no coordi· 
nation for a spiritual purpose, the 
quality of sanity begins to recede 
from the human personality. 

Now let us take the individual be
liever as he carries the seeds of the 
new life to those he encounters from 

. day to day. He picks this person or 
that person; he gives them know· 
ledge of the existence of the Faith; 
he makes a contact with their inner 
life by stressing some principle or 

teaching which he thinks might be 
especially sympathetic; endeavors 
to bring about an attitude of 
reverence for something that has 
come into the world from a Higher 
Power, and eventually, if the soul 
is quickened, confirmation takes 
place and a new believer is enrolled_ 

Now, the process divides itself into 
several stages, but the mdividual 
believer· coordinates because his in· 
tention is fixed and he modifies his 
methods so as to deal in the most 
effective manner with different 
types of individual human being. But 
responsibility is more than individ
ual in the Baha'i Faith. There is 
the responsibility of the institutions 
and the communities. 

Now, let us step up this process 
from the individual to the first da wn
ing-point of a uthod ty and responsi· 
bility for the community in the body 
of nine members of a local Assembly 
and, to make it as simple as possible, 
let us think of a Spiritual Assembly 
where there are only nine Baha'is 
in the city. They are the community 
as well as .the Assembly, and they 
think of all the committee functions 
that larger communities have, they 
read the list of national committees 
and they are rather overwhelmed, 
becaUse, after all, they are the As
sembly, and the community, and 
they can't reach out and raise up 
the 50 or 60 people they need to 
carry out these functions_ So per· 
haps they form two committees, one 
committee that has to be responsible 
for all the activities of the Faith in 
relationship to other people and the 
other committee maintaining the 
Baha'i Feasts and anniversaries and 
the int4nate experiences of the' 
Baha'is themselves_ 

Now, under that simple CQndition. 
it is easy to maintain this process, 
beginning out in the public and 
bringing people,' stage by stage, to 
the point of confirmation and en
rollment. 

But, now, step up the problem to 
a large community that might have 
fifteen or. twenty committees and 
here you have a great number of 
personalities, you have attitudes that 
have been fixed in relationship to 
committee functions over many 
years, and the sense -of the process 
begins to be complicated unless the 
Spiritual Assembly keeps it firmly 

, 
~ 
\ 
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in mind and makes the committees 
conform to the needs of the process 
in its varied stages; and if there is 
this clarity of vision and an im
personal a tti tude on the part of the 
administrators, there is no reason 
why the principle of action which 
animates the individual or the small 
group cannot be multiplied thou
·sands of times, because, after all, 
the job of the believer is to spread 
the seed of Faith and bring people 
fully informed, spiritually' conscious, 
into the Baha'i community, so that 
as this ice recedes, the new hum an
ity will find prepared the institutions 
of a world civilization. 

Now, there is just one element in 
this process which changes when we 
reach the national level and that is 
our responsibility to a public which 
numbers some 130,000,000 human be
ings. It is obvious that at Our present 
stage of development we can bring 
into intima Ie fireside and teaching 
relationships only a comparatively 
few people at a time. 

What then, should be our Baha'i 
attitude toward the great masses 
of the people whom we cannot reach 
out and touch personally? It seems 
to me, that we might give a 
moment's consideration to this fact, 
that the word of God compels a 
response for or against on the part 
of every human being. There is a 
great mass of indifference, a great 
body of people who are completely 
unaware of the Faith, but sooner 
or later their hour of decision will 
come, and we know that it has been 
clearly foretold by the Master and 
by the Guardian that, in the evolu
tion of the American Bahit'i com
munity, the time will come when 
we 'Will have to encounter a 
supremely bitter, determined and 
well-conceived public attack. The 
lines are forming for that future 
event now. Even before people be
come aware of . the Faith, they are 
inclining either toward peace or ta
ward conflict; toward mercy or to
ward cruelty, and in my heart the 
feeling has come that we must win 
that future battle before the lines 
are drawn, that somehow or other 
we must find the ways and means 
of spreading some knowledge of the 
existence of the Faith and some 
understanding of its principal teach
ings to hundreds and thousands and 
millions of people years before we 
can reach out and make the personal 
contact, so that in the hour of the 
great division, there will be friends 
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of the Cause of Baha'u'lrah and that 
all the people, merely because they 
are not personally acquainted or 
have not read a Baha'i book. need 
not be thrown into a mob to bring 
about a complete misunderstanding 
of the nature of the Faith and per
haps a time of bitter turmoil and 
oppression. 

In summing up, I would stress 
again this sense of a continuous pro-

• cess which from stage to stage 
moves people from what we call the 
influence and Baha'i association, and 
that whatever you call it, however 
you divide your budgets, whatever 
pers.onalities are. involved, coordi~ 

nation means a clear picture of each 
stage of the process and a concent
ation of the best available resources 
of the Faith to do each task at the 
moment it should be done. If we 
take any commi Itee as the point of 
view, we do not arrive at coordi
na lion. We must take the point of 
view of the Spiritual Assemhly, 
whose duty it is to make the most 
effective use of every Baha'i worker 
at its command. And I would point 
out to you that ;,vhen there is con
fusion, either in the local or the 
national. community, it is the fault 
of the administrators. because every 
time a Spiritual Assembly works a 
program or a policy which has in 
it an element of confusion, the COD

fusion is projected out and the work
ers find themselves not in coordi
nation but sometimes at cross pur
poses, and I plead with you to share 
the conviction that that is not their 
personal or collective fault. We must 
h~ve a clear concept of· Baha'i policy 
and methods and have the courage 
to carry it out step by step, even 
through we do it only on a very 
small scale. 

EDrollmenta 
Enrollmenis reporie<l by 
L<>cal Spjril1lal AssembUes: 

El Monte Twp., Calif,. 2; Shorewood, 
Wis., 1; San Francisco, Calif., 1; New 
York City, 1; Chica,o, Ill., 1; Albuquer
que, N.M.~ 2; Duluth, Minn., 3; St. Aug~ 
ustine, Fla., 1; Lansing, Mich .• 3; Port
land. Me. 2; YOUTH 4. 
EnrGllmesds "'I!Oried by 
Regional Teaching Commi*tees: 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

Me. N.H., 1 
New .Jersey. 3 

CENTRAL STATES 
Mich., 4 
Obio,4 

WESTERN STATES 
Idaho, Utah, Mont., 1 
So. Calit.. Ariz., 2 
Alaska, 2 

Latin Committees Plan 
Congresses 

The fourth annual Baha'i Con
gresses of South and Central 
America will be held simultaneously 
January 21 thru 24 in' Guatemala 
City and Sao Paulo, and each will 
be succeeded by School sessions 
lasting from the 26th through the 
30th. 

Each country of the Central 
American area has elected one dele
gate to attend the Congress. South 
America, on the other hand, is· try
ing out this year a system of pro
portionate representation. 

The two National Teaching Com
mittees, under the guidance of the 
Inter-America Committee, have 
drawn up the Congress agendas and 
School curricula. Delegates will 
hear and discuss reports by the 
various national committees: Teach
ing, Publishing, Radio, Bulletin and 
Youth; and by the various Regional 
Committees; ax:td will consider ways 
and means for strengthening and 
spreading the Faith in ~ their terri
tories, besides deciding upon goals 
to be reached by 1951. Both School 
sessions will' include a course on 
Baha.' i Administration and the 
Baha'i Life. Other courses scheduled 
for Sao Paulo are entitled: "Review 
of God Passes By,'· "How to Pre
sent the Faith in Latin America," 
and "The Use of Prayer; to and for 
Guatemala: "Relationship of the 
Baha'i Teachings to Christianity and 
its Fundamental DoCtrines. Hand 
"Religion as the Basis of Civiliza
tion and Source of all Culture. tt 

The Chairman of the South Ameri
can Teaching Committee, Esteban 
Canales, is continuing through Vene
zuela and ·Brazil on his round-the
continent tour of South America, and 
will arrive in Sao Paulo for the Con
gress. The secretary of the National 
Teaching Committee of Central 
America, Mrs. Natalia- Chavez, left 
Mexico City early in November on 
a visit to all the Central American 
Bahati communities. 

From Buenos Aires we learn that 
Shirley Warde was injured severely 
in an accident last· November and 
is returning to New York, already 
much recovered. Shirley did office 
work during the day to earn a living 
and devoted her evenings and holi
days to working tirelessly for the 
Faith. Her leaving will be a great 
loss to the Argentine Baha:ls. 

On the last of December another 



pioneer, Flora Rottes, is sailing for 
Monevideo, Uruguay, to resume the 
work she had to leave two years ago 
when she returned home. 

Wonderful success seems to attend 
Gayle Woolson everwhere she goes. 
While in Haiti she visited the goal 
city of Saint Marc, and the Masons 
there invited her to speak in the 
town's only theater. She offered to 
help pay for the rent of the theater 
which represented a big expense ~ 
those people, but they would not 
accept it. Posters were put up all 
about the town and personal invi
ta tions were sent out, with the result 
that. about 200 people came. They 
recelved the Message enthusi
astically. 

The Regional Committee of the 
Dominican Republic sends in a 
thrilling report of the meetings held 
there during Gayle's visit to their 
island. Writes Elena Marsella, "S::e 
swept through like a conquering 
queen but worked like an unpaid 
serf. All doors opened m.i.racu
lously." Copious and comprehensive 
articles giving resumes of her talks 
appeared in the largest newspapers 
of the country. . 

Arrived in Puerto Rico, every door 
was opened for her by a believer 
there of only one week, Mr. Irizarry. 
He is manager of a radio station 
and knows many important local 
people; consequently, radio time 
and newspaper publicity were made 
available, and Gayle and the pi<>
neers of Puerto Rico, Edris Rice
Wray and Margaret Swengel, were 
presented to the high officials of 
Masonry, Lions, Rotary and Elks, 
and given speaking engagements 
before all of them to explain- the 
Baha'i Teachings. 

Another country has been added 
to those where incorporation of the 
Faith has been obtained - El Sal
vador, bringing the total to over 
half. 

Bahi .. i Addresses 

National Office: 
536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette, 
Dlinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue. WUmette. 
TIllnois. 

Baha"i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue. Wibnette, 
Dlinois. . 

Baha'i News Editorial 
1001 W. Genesee S~ 
Lansing, Mlch. 

Office: 
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Baha'i Public Relations 
The Guardian, in his letter of N 0-

:rember 8, 1948, stated: "The var
lOUS agencies designed to carry the 
Message to the masses, and to pre
sent to them befittingly the teach
ings of its Founder, must likewise 
be vigilantly preserved, ~upported 
and encouraged. " 

This direction calls for more in
tensive thinking and planning 
through the period when budgets 
are adjusted to the paramount 
needs of Temp.1e construction. Baha. 'i 
Public Relations, endeavoring to 
meet the challenge, plans to devote 
its space in Baha'i News to the 
presentation of definite suggestions 
for local projects and to new and 
interesting methods reported to the 
committee by Assemblies. 

Taking quick advantage of West
brook Pegler's widely-circulated re
marks about the Faith, Assemblies 
used various means to present a 
clear picture of the Baha'i Faith 
in the newspapers, In Peoria, -for 
example, the commUnity prepared 
an attractive advertisement which 
featured the· NSA letter to the colum
nist. In Miami. Fla., and Augus

. ta, Ga., good publicity wa s gained 
through the "letter to the eiditor" 
departments. Clippings from Boise, 
!daho, and Inglewood, Calif., papers 
indIcate effective use of the relea se 
prepared by the committee. Public 
Relations devoted its Decemher 
trade paper space to an ad featur
ing the Pegler incident - an ad 
which has drawn more letters from 
members of the press than any pre
vious insertion. Copies of the NSA 
letter were also sent to influential 
magazines 

The first annual Winter Institute 
for J3aha'i Education, sponsored by 
the Phoenix, Ariz., Assembly has 
for its general theme this year, 
"What Modern Man Should Know 
About Religion." The program is~ 
sued for the four-day session makes 
an interesting and effective tie-up 
with the national PR campaign. 

An interesting use of national 
Public Relations advertising has 
been made by the Indianapolis As
sembly. Their program for a pub
lic meeting held in December re
printed in the introductory material 
the advertisement headed, "What 
Is a Bahi'i, tI which the committee 
ran in national magazines a few 
months ago. Incidentally, Indianp<>
lis is ro.aking a wire recording of 
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their public meetings to take to a 
number of fireside meetings through 
the city. 

How "but two of the 5 000-6 000 
Baha'is scattered througho~t all 'the 
states" . can achieve publicity was 
amply illustrated when the Arvada 
Colo., Enterprise devoted nearl; 
tw? . columns of its Harvest FestiVal 
edi.tion to the story of the Bah3.'! 
FaIth. 

A bulletin containing suggestions 
for 'B series of brief local adver
tisements is now available to com~ 
munities for their own adaptations. 
The ads, illustrated by the familiar 
~ne-pointed -designs featured on na
bonal advertisements, are com
prised of short selections from the 
Writings. Included in the bulletio 
lS a page of ads used successfully 
py local Assemblies to proclaim the 
Faith. Copies can be obtained at 
ten cents each by writing to the 
secret.ary, Baha'i Public Relations, 
112 Lmden Avenue, Wilmette, llli
nois. 

Suggested Daily Readjng" 
for February, 1949 

"0 God! Familiarize us with the 
my steries of life so that the mys
teries of'-the Kingdom may be wit
nessed by us in the world of 
I."xistence and that we may confess 
Thy oneness." 
Feb". 
1 "Riches" DAL 66 
2 "GenerQ~ty" DAL 67 ! ~:;~~ent .. DAL ro, 71 

5 Luminaries Iqan 33, 34 
Acts 17, 23 

6 Luminaries Iqan 34. 35 
7 Feast of Dominion 

ESW 139, 140 
8 Spiritual Prerequisites ADJ 18 
9 ADJ 19 

10 ADJ 20 
11 ADJ 21 
12 HW (P) 19 
13 Trustworthiness ESW 136 
14 Spiritual Prerequisites ADJ 24 
15 ADJ 25 
16 ADJ 26 
\7 ADJ 27 
18 ADJ 28 
J9 . HW (P) 7'1 
20 m. untalling Light ADJ 13 14 
21 The Baht'l Youth ADJ 58 ' 
22 HW (P) 20 
23 ESW 107 
:l4 This decisive hour ADJ 63 
25 AD. 64 
26 AD. 65, 66 
27 ADJ 6'1 
28 ADJ 71, 72 
Key: 
DAL-DIvIDe _ of Livia&' 
JIW (PI _ Wo .... (~ 
ADJ-Atl.v_ of Dh1De I_co 
ESW-EpIAIe ~ _ Scm 01 _ 

Wolf 
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Around the Baha~i World 
India, Pakistan, and Burma 

(Baha'i News Letter 
published by their NSA) 

Urged by the Guardian's call for 
pioneers for Siam and Indonesia, two 
friends of Calcutta volunteered to 
settle at these two places. 

"The call to pioneer is principally 
a call to the spirit. It is not to satisfy 
any of the basic physical needs that 
one sets forth to pioneer. It i!5. in 
fact, a temporary upsetting of order
ed life, a discarding of all that one 
has built up for decades, maybe. It 
is what the natural instincts caution 
one against. 

"But yet we find men responding 
again and again to the call for pio
neers. All types of men-answering 
the call of Godl Pioneering may not 
allay our hunger or any other phys
ical want. It does much more. It 
satisfies the hunger of the soul. . . . 
Constantly the thought presents it
self: our Guardian has asked me 
to pioneer; how can I stay back? H 

It is with this spirit that the 
Baba.'is of India are responding to the 
Guardian's call for outposts of the 
Faith to be esla blished in Ceylon, 
Indonesia~ and Siam. 
Sapan 

(From a letter from 
Robert Imagire) 

A three-day religio\ls conference 
was held in Tokyo in September. 
All the religions of Japan presented 
their teachings. Mr. Horioka was in-

vited to speak for an hour and a 
half on the last day of this confer
ence on the Hahit'i Faith. This meet
ing was widely publicized in the 
newspapers and on the air. 

On Sept. 26 a public Baha'i meet
ing was held in Tokyo. Thirty-five 
persons attended, including the vice
chairman of UNESCO in Japan and 
the editor of the Yomiuri press. 

Some of the University students 
regularly attend a discus sian group, 
which uses the Baha'i Writings and 
pamphlets published by the NSA of 
the United States as textbooks. There 
is thorough discussion of the Faith 
from all view points, which interest 
them, such as economic, literary, or 
a gricu1 Iural. 

Australia 
(Baha.'i News Bulletin, 

published by the NSA of 
Austr aIia and New Zealand) 

"Summer School will be held Fri
day, Dec. 31, 1948, to Sunday, Jan. 
10, 1949. An interesting and instruct
ive programme is being planned. U 

The Australian NSA is following 
the policy' of consulting with local 
Assemblies on plans and suggestions 
for furthering the Faith, as well as 
teaching methods and administra
tion. Such meetings have been held 
with the Melbourne and Caringbah· 
Assemblies. It is felt that both As
semblies gain much from these 
meetings. 

The Home Front 
MarysviDe, Washington 

The weekend of Nov. 13 and 14 a 
Regional Teaching Conference and 
public meeting were held here. 
Methods of teaching were demon-· 
strated by cleverly done skits of a 
fireside, a public meeting, and a 
study class. About a hundred people 
sat down to a pot-luck dinner after
wards. In the evening, Reginald 
King held the eager attention of an 
audience of 135 persons as he spoke 
on the '·DaWn of a New Civiliza
tion". At least 80 were friends and 
contacts' and kept him busy with 
questions, particularly on the Tem
ple, for another hour. Paid adver
tisements as well as news articles· 
appeared in the local paper and in 
nearby Everett, besides the sending 
of invitations to all telephone sub~ 
scribers of Marysville. A special 

point was made of housing visi ling 
Baha'is in other than Baha'i homes, 
which, coupled with the spirit of 
Baha'i fellowship evidenced in pub
lic places, aroused interested com
ment from the local residents. 
Elmhnrst, illinois 

On October 23 the Baha'is of Elm
hurst sponsored a Smorgasbord Sup
per and a meeting, the theme of 
which was, "A Mature Society Re
quires a Mature Religion", and wa s 
attended by 5() people, a third of 
whom were not yet Baha'is. 

The variety of foods was im
mensely enjoyed as was the harp 
music and community singing done 
in the light of tiny candle favors. 
Marvin Newport and Dr. Katherine 
.True gave. short Baha'i talks related 
to the theme, concluding with a 
question and answer period: 

Anchorage, Alaska 
A new radio program twice a week 

over station KENI, sponsored by the 
Anchorage Assembly, consists of 
readings from the creative writings 
of Baha'u'llah against a background 
of organ music· by Simeon Oliver, 
noted Eskimo artist, whose wife is a 
Baha'i. 

To reach more people, advertising 
is being placed in Jessen's Weekly, 
published in Fairbanks, but which 
reaches all sections of Alaska, even 
in the very far north. 
Mattoon, Dlinois 

These are some things being done 
by a Baha'i "group" of two: 

"We are running the Baha'i dram
atized transcriptions on the air every 
Sunday morning over station WLHB 
at 9:15 ... a number of people have 
said they have been listening. We 
have run spot announcements also 
on the air and a front page reader t 
on the broadcast, in the local paper 
Friday evenings." . . . 

The-se friends attended a confer
ence in Peoria where there were 67 
adults present and as a result 
Springfield asked for a talk on "The 
Progress of Human Rights", Dan

'ville asked them for some time, "plus 
other· invitations". One of them 
spoke to a Club for the blind, taking 
some BaM'i books in Braille with 
him and was asked for, and gave. 
some literature. . . These active 
friends take care of all of their own 
expenses in teaching, Their service 
is an example. 
Los Angeles, California. 

At an R TC Conference held Oct. 
30, an unusual statement was made 
that new believers tend to giVe the 
message more often than old mem
bers. It was agreed that the more 
we give the message the more we 
are able to give it, and the more 
desire we have to tell --everyone. 
It is a habit which should be de
veloped. We are urge::l to take ad
vantage of casual opportunities as 
well as planned ones, using leading 
questions, such as headline news. 
world affairs, etc. 

In Memoriam 
Mr. George Worthington - Fort 

Wayne, Ind.-ll-12-48 
Dr. Conrad Baker-Windham Cen

ter, Conn.-1l-13-48 
Miss L. M. Holroyd-Los Angeles, 

Calif.-12-2-48 
Miss E. Hazel Haugse-Ada Coun

ty, Idaho--date unreported 
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Suggested Feast Program 
Suggested Feast Program for the Feast of Loftiness, March 2nd 
DEVOTIONAL PERIOD 

A Musical Prelude 
B Worship 

C 

Prayers & Meditation"s 127 "Praised be Thou, 0 Lord my God ... t! 
BaM.'i Prayers 29 (2) "Praise be to Thee ... " 
Prayers & Meditations 9 "Praise l1e to Thee, 0 Lord my God ... " 
Prayers & Meditations 65 "My God, my Fire and my Light ... " 
Bah • .'l Prayers 31 "Praise be to Thee, 0 Lord my God ... " 

READINGS FOR THE CONSULTATION PERIOD 
"Citadel of the Faith of Bahit'u'llith (Guardian's last letter of No· 

vember 8/48) Paragraphs 1·3-5·6·7-8. 
For the Feast of SpJendor-Naw.Ruz, March 21st 
DEVOTIONAL PERIOD 

A Musical Prelude 
B Worship 

C 

Prayers & Meditations 199 "Glory be to Thee, 0 my God ... " 
Prayers & Meditations 240 "I give praise to Thee ... ' t 
Baha'i Prayers 69 (1) "0 Thou Incomparable God ... " 
Prayers & Meditations 48 "Lauded be Thy name, ... to 

52 H ••• set themselves towards Him." 
READING FOR THE CONSULTATION PERIOD 

Gleanings page 5 Ch. III "The Revelation which ... " 
For the Feast of Glory, April 9th 
DEVOTIONAL PERIOD 

A Musical Prelude 
B Worship 

Prayers & Meditations 3 "Glorified art Thou ... n 

Prayers & Meditations 4 "Unto Thee be praise, a Lord my God ... " 
Prayers & Meditations 214 "All praise be to Thee ... " 
Prayers & Meditations 130 "All glory be to Thee, 0 Lord, my God ... " 

C • READING FOR THE CONSULTATION PERIOD 
Gleanings page 4 Ch. IV j;This is the Day in which ... " 

For the Feast of Beauty, April 28th 
DEVOTIONAL PERIOD 

A Musical Prelude 
B Worship 

C 

Baha'i Prayers 

Baha'i Prayers 
BahA'i Prayers 
Prayers & Meditations. 

20 "0 my Lord! Make Thy beauty to be 
my food ... " 

19 (1) "1 beg of Thee, 0 my God. , ." 
56 (2) "My God, My God, .. " 
87 "Praise be to Thee, to Whom ... to 
90 u ••• Thine all-embracing sovereingty ... " 

Prayers & Meditations 90 "Behold me, then, 0 my God ... " to end. 
READING FOR THE CONSULTATION PERIOD 

Gleanings page 1 Ch. V "This is the Day whereon the Ocean ... " 

New Publication for review and discussion, and addi
tional references are given. Mimeo
graphed, 28 p"ges. Per copy, pas!· 
paid, $.60. 

Assemblies Contrib~ 
to Fund, November, 1948 

7 

A1a'ika - Anchorage. Arizona. - North 
Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson. ArkaDSaS-
Eure>ka Springs, Little Rock.. California-
AL~ambra, Arcadia, Berkeley. Beverly 
Hills, Burbank, Burlingame, Carmel 
Geyserville, EI Monte Twp., EscOndid~ 
Twp., Fres'no, Glendale. Inglewood, Long 
Beach. Los Angeles, Monrovia, Mon
rovia Twp.'. Oakland, Oceanside, Palo 
Alto. San Dlego, Sacramento., San Fran
cisco, San Marino, Santa Barbara. 

Colorado - Colorado Springs, Denver 
Connecticut - New Haven. Greenw1~ 
Dist. of Columbia-Washington. Florida 
- Miami. Georgia - Atlanta, Augusta. 
Hawaii-Hono1ulu, Maui Idaho-BOise. 
Illino~s - Batavia, Champaign, Chicago, 
Danv llle, Elmhurst, Evanston, Lime
stone Twp., Maywood, Oak Park, Peoria 
Springfield, Urbana. Waukegan, Wi!: 
mette, Winnetka. India.na - Indianapolis 
Fort Wayne, South Bend. Iowa--Ceda; 
Rapids, Waterloo. Kansas-Topeka. Ken
tucky- Louisville. Louisiaua - New Or
leans 

Mlline - Portland. Maryland - Balti
more. Massachusetts - Beverly Boston 
Brookline, Springfield, Worcester. Mach: 
igan-Anil Arbor, Davison ':rwP., Dear
born TwP., Battle Creek, Detroit, Flint 
Grand Rapids. Grosse Pointe Fanns' 
Kalamazoo, Lansing, Muskegon, Ros~ 
ville. Minnesota - Duluth, Minneapolis. 
Missou~i - Independence. Kansas City, 
St. LoUls. Mont::Lna - Butte. Nebraska_ 
Macy, Omaba. Nevada-Reno. 

New Jersey - Bergenfield, Dumont, 
East Orange, Englewood, Jersey City, 
Red Bank. Newark, Ridgewood, Teanlf',ck. 
New Mexico-Albuquerque, Albuquerqul. 
N. 10. New York-Binghamton, Geneva 
Jamestown, Rochester, Waterloo, Yon: 
kers. N orib CaroJiDa.---Greensboro. Ohi.-
Clev-el~md, Dayton, Columbus, Lima, 
Mansfi<tki, Toledo. ()regoI1 - Portland. 
PeJlDSylvan1a-Philadelpma. Pittsburgh 
Scranton. Rhode IslaDd.-Providence. ' 

South CaroJiDa.-Columbla, Greenville. 
South Dakota-Sioux Falls. TeDDeSSee
Memphis. Texas--Houston, San Antooio. 
Uiah-Salt Lake City. Vermont.-BratUe
bora. 

Virginia-Alexandria, Arlington. Wash
ingt0!l- Kirkland, Marysville, Monroe, 
Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma. Wl8coasln
Kenosha, RaCine, Madison, Milwaukee~ 
Shorewood, Somers Twp. Wauwatosa, 
Whitefish Bay. Wyoming--!.Laramle. 
Total number of Assemblies ......... 179 
Assemblies contributing-Nov._ ...... 147 
Assemblies not contributing-Nov .. '. 32 
Individuals contributing-Nov. . ..... 116 
Grol~ps contributing-Nov .... , ....... 45 

The Covenant, an outline for study 
prepared by the Study Aids Commit
tee. This outline brings together 
some of the most striking passages 
and references from the writings of 
Baha'u'llilh, 'Abdu'I.Baha, and Shoo 
ghi Effendi on the subj ect of the 
Covenant. The material is. arranged 
under the following sectional head
ings: HOod and Man", "The Mani
festations of God," HGod's Covenant 
with Man, n "The Center of the Cove
nant," "The Will and Testament of 
jAbdu'l-Ba.h8., n and "The Believers 
-Party of the Covenant." Questions 

The Meaning of Sacrifi.~ 
"By the glory of Thy might, 0 Thou my Well-Beloved! To have sacri

ficed my life for the Manifestations of Thy Self, to have offered up my 
soul in· the path of the Revealers of Tby wondrous Beauty, is to have 
sacrificed my spirit for Thy Spirit, my being for Thy Being, my glory 
for Thy glory. It is as if I had offered up all these things for Thy sake, 
and for the sake of Thy loved ones ...•..... I am but a poor creature. 
o my Lord! .... Were I to render thanksgiving unto Tbee, through the 
whole continuance of Thy kingdom and the duration of the heaven of 
Thlne omnipotence, I would still have failed· to repay Tby manifold 
bestowals. -E!A.HA't1'uJ.:a 
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Convention for Baha'Is Only 
The believers are requested not 

to bring to the Convention any non
Baha'is, no matter how close to the 
Faith they may be. Only delegates 
and recognized enrolled believers 
will be admitted to the Convention 
session. 

Delegates to the Annual Conven
tion deal with issues and plans of 
far-reaching importance. The utmost 
concentration is required. This is 
the reason for limiting attendance 
at the sessions to Bah8. 'i only. 

The Public Baha'i Congress and 
the Naw-Rliz Feast are open to at· 
tendance by interested friends. 

-CoNVEMTION AlutANGEMEN'l"S 
COMMlTl'EE 

Positive Action 
Sioux Falls responded to Ihe 

Guardian's appeal and to the subse
quent letters from the NSA in the 
following /Danner: 

A special meeting for consultation 
was called on Nov. 9 and another 
special meeting was held on Nov. 28. 
Oul of a small community of 11 
aduJ ts and three youth, nine adults 
and one YOJIth attended both these 
meetings. 

In response to the question as to 
what could "be done at once and con
tinuously", their conclusion was as 
follows: 
1 "Each start with himself and live 
the life better" 
2 "Increase public meetings to once 
a week" 
3 "Group prayers for attainment of 
goals of "Second"" Seven Year Plan U 

4 "Speak to friends and neighbors of 
the Cause" 
5 "Re-dedicate ourselves, keep goals 
in mind" 
6 "Keep ourselves in line. apply our 
prayers" 
7 "Read words· of· Guardiim more 
often." 
8 HFind our place, learn to cooperate 
in group'" 
9 "Improve ConsUltation of Feastn 

Further resolutions ~ere: 
"Learn to be definite· and to the 

point" 
HGive out lists of contracts ·~nd as-

sign specific tasks" 
"Contact people studYing foreign 
. langu'ages and invite to mee-tin·g" 

"Use suggestions from National Pro-
gramming Committee .. /' 

ul\fake new friends for firesides." 
·1te'di!dicate~ 'Every belie·ver 'owes 

l a debt to an unbeliever' U 

JANUARY, 1949 

Directory Additions and Changes 
Local Spiritual Assembly Secretaries: 

MARYSVILLE. WASH. 
Mrs. Lorrol O. Jackson 
c/o Baha'i Center 
1417 2nd St. 

SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
Mrs. Emily Gillette 
98 Federal St., Zone 5 

MAUl, T.H. 
Mrs. Marian Macalister 
B:lX 388 
Kihei, Maui, T .H. 

PALO ALTO, CALIF. 
Miss Virginia Breaks 
Box 238 

AUGUSTA, GA. 
Mrs. J. P. Fulmer 
Bayvale Rd. 

MIAMI, FLA. 
Miss Ida Solomon 
137 N. W. 11th Ave. 

DAYTON, OHIO 
Mrs. Kathryn ABo 
204 Henry St., Zone 3 

FLINT. MICH. 
Mrs. Florence Bagley 
15" E. Hamilton Ave., Zone 5 

BE~ERLY HILlS, CALIF. 
Mrs. Mille A. Hendricks 
Bc:x 794-

GREENWICH. CONN. 
Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin 
63 Maple Ave. 

RACINE, WIS. 
Mrs. Florence Hansen 
921 Grand Ave. 

ARCADIA, CALIF. 
Mr. Stanley M. Blakeslee 
P.O. Box 795 

TACOMA, WASH. 
Mrs. Nettie Asberry 
1219 So. 13th St. 

Swnmer School COmmittees-l949 SeaSOD 
GEYSERVILLE 

Mrs. Louise Groger, ~ec'Y. 
64 Agua Way, San Francisco 16, Cali1. 

GREEN ACRE 
M!'s. Dorothy Fisher, Sec·y. 
7153 Bryan St., Philadelphia 19, Pa. 

1NTERNATIONAL 
Mrs. Harry E. Ford, Sec'y. 
B("Ix 1003, Colorado Springs, Colo. 

LOUHELEN 
Mrs. Marguerite True, Sec'y. 
1~2 Moran Rd.. Grosse Pointe, Mich. 

Regional Teaching" CommIUees 
DELAWARE 

Miss Miriam Newman, Sec'y. 
101 W. 8th St., Wilmington, Del. 

KY., TENN. 
Miss Mary Roche Watkins, Sec·y. 
913 Grove Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 

ILL., IOWA 
Miss Pari Zia-Walrath. Sec'y. 
tl639 N. Beacon St., Chicago 40, TIL 

ARK.,OKLA. 
Miss Idabell Sine, Sec'y. 
11119 N.E. 17th st., Oklahoma City, 

Okla. 
YOUTH 

CENTRAL STATES 
Miss Moneveh Weeks, See'y. 
Rm. 22'7, Susanna Wesley Hall. 

Albion College 
Albion, Mich. 

Programmers' Corner 
"God", Baha'u'll3.h Himself has 

unmistakably revealed, "hath pre
scribed unto every one the duty of 
teaching His Cause." j~.Say" He 
further has written, "Teach ye the 
Cause of God, 0 people of Baha, for 
God hath prescribed unto every one 
the duty of proclaiming His Mes
sage. and regardeth ita s the most 
meritorious of all deeds. " 

--8BOC11I E!T£NDl 

The Ad vent Of Divme Justice, p. 38 
lfints For Action: 

Did you ever give a book review? 
Try your talents on This Earth One 
Country by Emeric Sala. Your club 
or group of friends who hear your 
report may find themselves discuss
ing its major points, and opening up 
the way for you to present at great 
length the Baha'i Message. 

Other books which may serve as 
springboards for a logical presenta
tion of the Baha'I Teachings are: 

Heard, Gerald-Is God Evident? 
Heard. Gerald-A Preface To Pra..1Jf!T 
Schrodinger, Erwin-What Is Life? 
HuxleYt Aldous-The Perennial PhU· 

o.ophll 
Mumford, Lewis-The Condition of 

Man (Introduction & Chap. 11) 
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Messages from the Guardian 
On Using the Phrase "His Holiness" 

"In Persian it is impolite not to 
use the word !.Ia<:\ra t before the 
name of the Prophet, so that strictly 
speaking, a proper transl~tion 
should always have "His Holiness 
Moses" etc.; however, as this seems 
peculiar in English, and not in the 
best usage of our language, he feels 
it can be dispensed with. Pronouns 
referring to the Manifestation, or 
the Master, should, however, invari
ably be capitalized." 

Marion Jack 
"He feels that the spirit of Marion 

Jack, her evident desire to stay 
with the community she loves so 
dearly and has fostered through 
thick and thin, reflects glory not 
only on the North American com
munity, but on the entire Faith. Sh~ 
should be left free to remain io 
Bulgaria and your Assembly should 
see to it iliat she receives a sufficient 
income to end her life in peace and 
with no more hardships to be en
dured. She is a heroic soul, the 
finest example of the pioneer spirit 
wbich we have anywhere in the 
world, and the Guardian feels deep
ly iodebted to her, and loves her 
very dearly." 

(These are from 'a letter to the 
National Assembly dated November 
8, 1948.) 

Balui'i Article In Fate Magazine 
Fate Magazine, a quarterly publi

cation edited at 139 North Clark 
Street Chicago 2, Ill., by Robert N. 
Webn:,r, has featured the Baha'i 
Faith io its winter, 1949, issue. 

The leading article written by 
Myrtle W. Campbell, is entitled "Is 
This the New ReJigion?" and 
extends through twelves pages, with 
illustrations of 'Abdu'l-Bahlt and 
the House of Worship. 

Believers desiring copies may 
obtain them at 25c each from the 
Cbicago publisher .. The NSA has 
ordered copies to have on hand at 
the Annual Convention. 

Drastic Reduction Budget 
"Advise plan two~ Urge how

ever maintain permanent enp 

trance ways, vestibules and 
metal doors. Also permanent 
rubber tile or ter azzo floor. 
Considering soaring price~, 
shortness period, weighty is· 
sues involved, approve still 
more drastic reduction budget 
complete suspension during 
two years appropriations ac· 
tivities unconnected Europeal1 
project Latin Ameriean work 
Assembly consolidation United 
States. 
-Cable received from Shogbi 

Effendi Jan. 13, 1949 
(UPlan two" refers to a ser· 

ies of possible construction 
schedules submitted to the 
Guardian by the NSA.) 

A Correction 
The Guardian's cablegram of 

December 13, 1948, published 
in the January BaM'£ News, 
had this phras,,; "designed as 
an envelope to preserve". The 
correct reading, as the N.S.A, 
has been ioformed from Haifa, 
is ; "designed to envelop and 
preserve." 

Enrollments _Im_ reporIed by 

Local SpirIiuaI _biles: 
Monrovia Twp., Calif., I: Seatue, 

Wash., 1 Anchorage, Alaska, 1: Glen
dale Twp., Calif. 5: Batavia, Dl .. 1: San 
Antonio. Texas, 1j Nashville, Tenn.. 1; 
Philadelpbia, Pa., 1: New York City, 1 
Eurollm ....... reporied by 
Bc&i ..... TeacIdIo&" CommIttees: 
SOUTHERN STATES 

Md. Va., W. Va.-l 
CENTRAL STATES 

Obio-1 youth 
WESTERN STATES 

So. Callf., ArIz.-l 
Idaho, Utah. Moot.-2 
Wasblngton-1 
New Me>:Ic0-.2 

NEWS 
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Temple Interior 
Construction News 

Just as this issue goes to press 
news has come from the Temple 
Trustees. In accordance with the 
plan specified by the Guardian and 
on recommendation by the archi
tect and the Baba.'1 Technical Board, 
a contract has been approved for 
the ornamental work on the interior. 
The main piers and columns and 
interior tracery will be of architec· 
tural concrete similar to that used 
io the exterior. But this material 
will be smoother in texture and ex
ecuted in color. The prelimioary 
stages in the fabrication of the in
terior sections have already s!arlen_ 
The present schedule calls for ~e 
first placement of these sections in 
the Temple interior by July of this 
year_Construction will then move 
forward without interruption as 
urged by the Guardian. The interior 
will be completed by the end of 1950 
or early in 1951. Further details will 
be reported in following issues of 
BaM'i News. 

Convention for Balui'ia 
Only 

The believers are requested 
not t(} bring to the Convention 
any non·Bah8.'fs, no matter how 
close to the Faith they may be. 
Only delegates and recognized 
enrolled believers will be ad
mitted to the Convention ~ ses
sion. 

Delegates to the Annual Con
vention deal with issues and 
plans of far-reaching import
ance. The utmost concentration 
is req1liIed; This is the reason 
for limitiog attendance at the 
sessions to Bah,,'is only. 

The Public Bahlt'i Congress 
and the Ri<:\van Feast are open 
to attendance by interested 
friends. 

-CoNvI:N'l'ION .Amu.NGI<MI:NY!I 
CoMMl"l'lBB 
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1949-1950 
The Crucial Period for American Baha'is 

To the 1946 Convention the Guard
ian cabled four great objectives for 
the American Baha'is:-

First - consolidation of victories 
already won throughout North, Cen
tral and South America; 

Second - completion of the holiest 
House of Worship in the Baha'i 
world; 

Third - formation of three Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies, pillars 
of the future Universal House of Jus
tice, in Canada, Central America 
and South America; 

Fourth - initiation of systematic 
teaching activity in the ten goal 
countries of Western Europe. 

All four objectives have been car
ried forward sinultaneously by the 
American Baha'i community, but 
from time to time the Guardian has 
in tum stressed: one or other of -these 
great goals. . . first, teaching work 
in Latin America, then European 
teaching, last year the increase and 
consolidation of local Assemblies on 
the home front - and now the com
pletion of the interior of the House of 
Worship. 

Last fall, when working drawings 
01 the interior ornamentation were 
being completed, and for the first 
time it became possible to obtain 
actual estimates of costs, it grew 
evident that building costs had in
creased at' least 20% since last 
spring, and the, future trend was up
ward and not down. 

To safeguard the work in a soar
ing market the Guardian now urges 
us to concentrate efforts and funds 
on this all-important objective. We 
are to go forward' with this project 
without interruption to final comple
tion at the earliest possible date. 

The Guardian directed us to meet 
this challenge even if it compels tem
porary suspension of many present 
national budgets and activities. Here 
are his very words:-

"Urge curtail if necessary expendi· 
ture on Public Relations, National 
Programming and Radio during the 
next two years." (November 25). 

"Advise drastic reduction appro
priation activities except bndgets 
Latin Ametica, European c",mpaign 
if maximum sum Temple ex
ceeded." ,(December 10).. 

"Further drastic reduction bud
get next two years inclnding temper-

ary suspension Public Relations, Na
tional Programming, Radio activi
ties, World Order and Baha'i World 
publications, permissible if neces
sary. U (December 22). 

Finally, on January 19, when the 
Guardian had received the estimated 
cost of Temple interior ornamenta
tion, he summed up our financial pol
icy: "Budgets activities Europe, 
La tin America, consolidation work in 
United States should not be reduced 
owing to their vi tal relation to Sec
ond Seven Year Plan. All other acti
vities, whether connected with proc
lamation of Faith, publications Ba
ha'i Magazine, Baha'i World or 
Schools, should either be drastically 
curtailed or suspended during two 
years. Holding Annual Convention 
and maintenance of Bahci" News es
sential." 

A Clarion Can 
The Guardian has issued a clarion 

call to the entire American Baha'l 
community, to each believer, and not 
to the National Assembly and N a
tionaI Committees alone. 

Whatever the sacrifice involved, 
the Temple must be completed as 
rapidly as possible. Here is our 
greatest, our supreme spiritual chal
lenge. 

We must not fail. 

Here Is the Pieture 
The completion of the Temple in

terior as the Guardian directs after 
seeing blueprints' and learning costs 
will involve over $800,000. Once 
started (during the next few weeks). 
the architect and the general con
tractor figure continuous operation 
and completion within the next thirty 
months. 

Besides this, American Baha'is 
must carry forward the teaching 
work in Latin America and Europe, 
and maintain the consolidation acti
vities at home. 

The entire financial responsibility 
we legally and morally assume, un
der the Guardian's explicit direction, 
is therefore around $1,100,000 in 
about two and one-half years, begin
ning now. 

Here Is the Plan 
Such a total figure is tremendous 

- overwhelming. But it can be a.~ 
sured. The National Assembly 
offers this definite Pian to meet the 
bndgets from now to 'the end of this 

emergency period. 
1. Special contributions from Ba

ha'is able to donate from reserves 
or from capital. (Over the years 
such special contributions have 
ranged from $1,000 to $100,000) 

2. $400.00 per year for the next 
two years from 1000 believers. 

3. $100.00 per year for the next two 
years from another 1000 believers. 

4. $25.00 per year for the next two 
years from still another 1000 believ
ers. 

The plan goes into operation the 
moment individual believers arise to 
put it into effect, each according to 
his own sacrificial resolve. The 
amounts given, and the donors, are 
confidential - known only in the 
Treasurer's Office. Please write the 
Treasurer and report your intention 
- it will not be considered a pledge 
but a resolve. 

Not a Pledg_A Resolve 
Baha'i bndgets are not met by any 

system of "pledges" J but by the vol
untary and continuous resolve of 
those who sacrifice most for what 
they most love and revere. 

Now it is for each of us to search 
our own hearts, study our resources 
and our expenditures, ,decide what 
we can contribute to the point of sac
rifice, then resolve to meet that goal. 

Let each take his place in this in
vincible army. The rank we choose 
must be one that ·requires true sacri
fice. Each is his own judge. The 
Master gave us Our yardstick of giv
ing: true giving is what is given by 
sacrifice. That is what counts in the 
Cause of God. 

The ranks e1iable every Baha'i to 
take part. In the past we have unit
edly declared in conventions and 
conferences that "we" would meet 
all budget needs and make up all 
deficits. That anonymous "we" has 
acted in the contagion of. enthusiasm 
and the individuals of the com
munity have not always translated 
word into deed. 

We dare not let that happen now. 
The Guardian has committed us 
spiritually, and the Temple contracts 
and. other essential Baha'i activities 
are committing US legally to the 
whole sum. 

Your contribution to the Treasurer 
under this plan can be made on a 
monthly, quarterly, semi-annuaIly or 
annual basis. Let him have your first 
regular plan donation as soon as p0s

sible and tell him what you have re-

" 
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solved to do. 

Remember - contributions to this 
plan are over and a hove your re gu. 
lar support of the local Fund. 

In meeting this supreme challenge 
we will bring joy to the heart of 
the Guardian, and we will have safe
guarded the highest aims of the 
Faith during a period which brings 
crisis to all mankind. 

-NATIONAL SPnuTuAL AsSEMBLY 

Assemblies Respond to 
Guardian's Appeal 

A great wave of rededication is 
£lowing across the land. It is as 
though the engine stokers had sud
denly doubled their working speed 
and the great fires are re-energizing 
the powerful ship of the Cause. At a 
word from the captain. we are now 
launched "full speed ahead". 

To date, 23 assemblies have sent 
letters reporting the results of their 
special consultation on the Guardi
an's appeal of November 3. We have 
chosen at random SOme of the reso
lutions. These are the lumps of fuel 
which are igoiting and producing the 
power which will carry us to vic
tory: 

ATLANTA, GA. 
uOur Assembly is aroused and has 

been stirred by this message. . . 
We each and every one are putting 
forth more effort . ." This community 
is organizing a wholesale. mailing 
campaign. Each person on the list is 
to receive a total of nine separate 
pieces of literature over a set per
iod. 
RACINE, WIS. 

This community sends letters wel
coming new arrivals to the city and 
incloses "a piece of literature, a 
questionnaire and a notice of the 
regular public meetings. 
PWLADELPHIA, PA. 

"Teach others of our attitude of 
serenity among people who are all 
so disturbed and distressed." 
BOISE, IDAHO 

The friends are devoting a half 
hour of special prayer each week 
preceding their regular study class, 
and another quarter or half hour for 
consultation and meditation on the 
Guardian's messages. 
LANSING, MICH. 

"Each believer to add a special 
prayer daily immediately after the 
noon-day prayer, for guidance and 
assistance in finding new contacts 
and attracting them to the Faith." 

BAHA'i NEWS 

INDEPENDENCE, MO. 
The Saha'is here suggest smaller 

Regional areas so as to limit the ex
tensive and expensive traveling long 
distances to meeting s, as a possible 
way to increase the flow of funds. 

KANSAS CITY. MO. 
This community is advertising reg

ularly in three newspapers. 

BOSTON, MASS. 
1<, •• It was suggested that each 

one dedicate himself as if he were 
a pioneer in some new field, to try 
out in Boston what he would do if 
he were a pioneer, . , 

MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
Radio is being used here. They 

are putting on the transcriptions 
each Sunday evening for 13 consecu
tive weeks. 

KENOSHA, WIS. 
"We realize. too, the great respon

sibilities that rest upon the NSA. We 
are with you in spirit," 

WASlDNGTON, D.C. 
"" " . We are going to be driven 

more and more to prayer .... " 
These are simply typical excerpts 

which indicate the trend of thought 
and action. Similar statements have 
been received from Jackson, Miss.; 
Columbus, Ohio; Little Rock, Ark.; 
Colorado Springs, Colo.; Lima, Ohio; 
Arcadia, Calif.; Brattleboro, Vt.; 
Charleston, W. Va.; Portland, Ore
gon; West Englewood, N.J.; Butte, 
Mont.; and- Reno, Nev. 

Eight communities report regular 
weekly ads; 11 express resolution to 
increase contributions to the Fund; 
seven report monthly public meet
ings; weekly firesides are going on 
in almost every community; study 
classes for the believers themselves 
are numerOUS and two definite ef· 
forts to pioneer have been received. 

True indeed are these words of our 
beloved Shoghl Effendi: 

"The stage is set. The hour is pro
pitious. The signal is sounded. Ba
ha'u'llith's spiritual battalions are 
moving into position., The initial 
clash between the forces of darkness 
and the 'army of light. . . . is being 
registered by the denizens of the 
Abhil Kingdom. The author of the 
plan that has set so titanic an enter
prize in motion is Himself mounted 
at the head of these batallions, and 
leads them on to capture the cities 

" of mens' hearts." 

Balui'i News for Unity 
Of UnderstandiDg and 

Action 
The imperative drive for 

economy in order to build the 
Temple has not, at the Guard· 
ian's direction, diminished the 
size of Bahti'i News. 

Your copy of Bahd'! News 
becomes more and more im
portant in these days of world 
crises. It keeps you in unity 
with your fellow - believers 
throughout the United States, 
enhances your sense of citizen
ship in a world community, 
and above all attunes you to 
the keynote struck by the 
Guardian. 

Nationa1 Committees are re
quested to use Baha'i N2WS 
whenever possible for dissem
ination of material previously 
distributed ,in bulletin form. 
Therefore Barnfli News is es
sential reading for every be· 
liever. It keeps open the chan
nel of concerted action for the 
guidance and inspiration of 
every Baha'I. 

The Child's Way 

3 

THE CHILD'S WAY, a bulletin de
signed to be of aid to parents and 
teachers ·of children and' to all those 
interested in work with children, is 
being put out every two months by 
this Committee. It is available to all 
individuals, groups, assemblies and 
committees upon receipt of lOe per 
issue or SOc per year (6 issues) to 
be sent to our librarian, 

Mrs. Amy Dwelly 
397 Grand Street, 
Paterson, 1, N.J. 

The sheets, STORIES FOR CHIL
DREN, will be slipped in free of 
charge. Back issues of both the Bul
letin and story sheets are still avail
able. In making your request, please 
print' your name and address. 

-CHlLD EDUCATION COMMrrl'EI< 

Calendar 
Intercalary Days: Feb. 26, 27, 28, 

Mar. 1 ' 
NSA Meetings: Cbanged to Feb. 18· 

20, Mar. 24-21 
Feasts: Mar.2-'AJ8.'-Loftiness 

Mar. 21-Naw-Ruz (New 
Year) (Suspend work) 
Month of Baha-splendor 
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PhoeIIIx. Arizona _ere 63 Balli'is and pesta p.lbeTeoi. for Ihe Frleodsblp F .... I 
ell Uae first day of the uWJ.aier Institute for Bau'i Education" ~ 

Winter Institute Reading Matter for 
In the Southwest Japanese Baha'i Youth 

A new demonstration of the fruit- In response to a call from Japan, 
fulness of cooperation and unity was the NSA suggests that believers send 
evidenced in the first "Wmter Insti- used books and magazines of cur
tute for Baha'I Education", held Dec. rent interest for youth to the Jap-
26-29, 1948 in Phoenix, Arizona. anese Baha'I Center. 

"The Prince of Peace~' was the 
opening talk of the session at a pub
lic meeting, Sunday morning, and in 
the evening a Friendship Feast was 
held for fellowship. The friends from 
such far points as San Francisco, 
New JerseYt Oregon, Illinois, Color
ado, and Iowa met the ~ gnests who 
gathered for the occasIOn. 

Under the general theme, '''What 
Modem Man Should Know About 
Religion u, lecture and discussion 
were offered on the - subjects, "The 
Manifestations of God", by Mrs. 
Mamie Seta; "The Covenant of 
God", by Mrs. Bahiyyih Ford; and 
·'A New World Community'" by 
John Eichenauer and Clarence Iver-
8On4 Non-Baha'i speakers on various 
panel discussions included two local 
educators and a negro, director of 
the Phoenix Boys' Club. 

Various filmstrips, movies, music, 
and dancing filled the evening pro
grams, with Mrs. Seto speaking at ~ 
public meeting to climax the Insti
tute. 

Japanese youth is undergoing a 
reorientation. The young people 
crave knowledge of things western 
and things which throw light on the 
new, post·war world. Therefore the 
Baha'is of .Japan wish material to 
attract more youth to the Baha'I 
Center. The secondhand books and 
magazines should be sent parcel 
post to S. Fugita, P. O. Box 26, 
Janai, Yamaguchi ken,· Japan. 

Help National Office 
Maintain Accurate Membership 

Records 
Each year when the State voting 

lists are issued, the National Office 
receives protests that such and such 
a believer has been ommitted or 
listed with the wrong address, etc. 

The friends are requested to bear 
in mind that the membership rec
ords, revised continuousuly, are de
veloped from information received 
from Assemblies, Regional Teaching 
Committees, and individual Baha.'is. 
The records are incomplete or inac
curate to the degree that necessary 
information has not been supplied. 

To cite one of many instances. 
Nearly a year ago a be~ever was 
transferred from one community to 
another, and the records were 
changed to conform. This believer 
returned to his original place of 
residence after a few weeks but the 
N a tioniu. Office was not informed. 
Two of the State voting lists were 
thereby affected - that which listed 
him as resident when he was not a 
resident, and tbat which fa~ to 
list him when he had been reSldent 
there for months. 

The Office also notes that changes 
of residence within the community 
are frequently not reported, with the 
result that NSA communications 
are in such cases returned undeliv
ered. 

The procedure to follow in report
ing enrollments, transfers, with
drawals, deaths, etc., can be found 
in "The Baha'i Community". as a 
convenient source of information for 
new secretaries and con:espondents. 

Both the direct physical work of 
advance newspaper publicity, mailed 
programs, and personal invitation 
.and the spiritual effort of prayers 
together served to crown with suc· 
cess this new undertaking, from 
which have come many confirma-
tions. Assembly Ball iD: which Ule ~'W:lnter IDstftate fw BalIaJf EducaUoa" was held lit 

I'boenIx, _. 
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Economy 

DUE TO THE EMERGENCY 
OF THE TEMPLE FUND, 
THE NATIONAL LmRARY 
COMMITTEE CANNOT DON· 
ATE BOOKS TO LIBRARIES 
FOR THE REST OF TIlE 
CURRENT YEAR. 

THE BAHA'i WORLD 
VoL 1 - Baha'i Year Book 
The year 1926 saw the beginning 

of the first international Baba'i pub
lication. The Baha'i Year Book, deal
ing with the period April, 1925-April 
1926 was a pioneer work. The origi-, .,. 
nal suggestion of an annual Baba 1 

international record was approved 
by the Guardian in his letter to the 
National Spiritual Assembly dated 
November 21, 1924. 

In this small initial volume the 
form of the book was established by 
four departments, each organizing 
one type of material. 

Volume I, a book of 174 pages in
cluding 21 illustrations, is notable for 
a number of features such as: "The 
Passing of 'Abdu'I-Baba", "Brief His
tory of the MalllJ.riqu'I-Adhkar in 
America," "European and American 
Cities Visited by 'Abdu'l-BahiI.," 
"The Old and New Paths at Green 
Acre, n and nine comprehensive a~ 
icles and compilations. 

Copies of Vol. I are indispensable 
to a Baha'i Library, especially the 
collection of books developed by As
semblies for reference and study. It 
;.. stili obtainable from the Publish
ing Committee. Per copy, postpaid, 
$.75. 

Do Yon Know Yonr 
Baha'i World? 

-what great s-;';'s Bahl.~ 
entist had his vineyards de· 
stroyed when he took up temp· 
erance? 

See BaM'. World Vol. ill p. 
284 

Could you point out on the 
map' what places were visited 
by the Bab and Baha'u'nah? 

See Balui'. World Vol. III p. 
298 

Have you ever seen a Per
sian illuminated manuscript in 
the Master's handwriting? 

See BaM'. World Vol. ill 
frontispiece 

BAHA'i NEWS 

Time for Deepening 
Beloved friends: 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has lived through a period of sudden 
change and drastic readjustment in 
connection with its annual budget 
and its policies of committee action. 
Now the new picture has begun to 
emerge and can be shared with the 
ftiends. 

In this issue you have outlined a 
Plan for the raising of more than
$1,000,000 in about two and one-half 
years. That statement quotes direc
tions from the Guardian concerning 
curtailment of expenditures and 
activities during the emergency 
period. 

Now let us look at the new situa
tion from the point of view of _ its 
effect upon our daily Baha'i lives 
and our local activities. Such 
national helps to proclamation and 
consolidation work as magazine 
advertising, public meetings cam· 
paigns, radio programs, and acces~ 
sory aids like display material, 
special announcements, and even 
traveling public speakers sustained 
from national budgets are temporar
ily withheld. 

Bah .. 'is are to rely upon them
selves, assume personal initiative, 
and work out ways and means which 
reflect deeper levels of spiritual 
experience. Our Faith must find its 
glory and manifest its power under 
conditions which are outwardly 
simple and modest. Most of the 
great instrumentalities of mass 
influence are denied us, while acceSa 

ible to those who ignore or deny 
the Revelation of Baba'u'llllh. 

It is like a return to the conditions 
of primitive religion, when the life 
of faith is so rich that public cere
monials seem unnecessary. This is 
perhaps the most providential thing 
that could happen to the American 
Baha'is today. The nearer we draw 
to Baha 'u'lIab, the more we are 
spared entanglement with the forces 
of a decadent world. 

The individual Baha'i has become 
vitally important. What he does 
every day in his Baha'i life must 
represent the Faith to the public. 
He is the local teaching plan, the 
local advertising of meetings, to a 
great extent. When collective public 
enterprise becomes limited", the 
vacuum can only be filled by per
sonal initiative. 

The time for deepening is here. 

5 

What does it mean, to deepen in 
this Faith? It means to listen more 
intently to the Word of Baha'u'lUth 
and to accept full responsibility for 
doing what one can. There is no 
mysticism more profound than obe
dience to the Word. 

The community also must deepen. 
Besides individual initiative there is 
consultation. Local consultation deep
ens When it seeks for the best way 
to serve the Cause under new and 
different conditions. There need be 
no economy in the world of ideas. 

A new and more arduous period 
has begun for the American Baha'is. 
We are to pray that as individuals 
we may be freed from fetters that 
withhold us from servi"e. We are 
also to pray as local communities 
that we may be united, and" by unity 
receive the powers of the Spirit. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL AssmIot.y 

Believers Visiting Canada 
Baha'is of the United States who 

plan to travel in Canada and whil!, 
there would be able to accept public 
or fireside speaking engagements 
are requested to" communicate with 
the Eastern or Western Teaching 
Committee of Canada, through their 
NSA, Mrs. Laura Davis, Secretary, 
44 Chestnut Park, Toronto 5, 
Ontariot Canada. 

Directory Additiol18 and 
Changes 

LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEHBLY 
SECBETABIE8: 

ARLINGTON. VA. 
Mrs. MariOD D. Compton 
1622 N. McKinley Rd., Apt. 6 

DULUTH, MINN. 
Mrs. Grace Petersan 
R. 104. Box 290, Zone 2 

EL MONTE TWP .• CALIF. 
Mrs. J oyll!e Sparks 
1866 s. Rosemead Blvd. 

JACKSON, MISS. 
Mrs. Dorothy M. Campbell 
643 N. State 51. 

JERSEY CITY, N.J. 
Dr. Lillian Acheson 
118 Jewett Ave. 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
Mr. Orrin K. Fry 
clo Mrs. Mary Rublee 
118 W. Malone. Zone 4 

REGIONAL TEACHING COMMIttEES 
NEW JERSEY 

Mrs. Ellen Sims. Secty. 
17 Leroy Place 
Red Bank, N.J. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Miss Ethel Revell. Sec'y, 
1522 W. Poplar SI. 
Philadelphia 30, Pa. 

MIClUGAN 
Miss Mabel Kitchenmaster, Sec'y. 
132 Moran Rd. 
Grosse Pointe Farms 30, Mich. 
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Bahi'i grou:p 01. SaD .Juan.. Pa.erto Rico, Nov. 1918. Piobeers Mar&'aret Swencel 
... EdrIa Jl.ic&.WH.y. middle ...... fOlD1h ... _from leIi. 

Our Brothers to the South 
Our Habit'i brothers to the south 

are holding simultaneously their 
fourth annual Congresses, January 
21-24, one in Guatemala City for the 
Central American territory and one 
in Sao Paulo, Brazil, for South Amer
ican Baha'i Congress held in Pan
ama City in January. 1946, succeed
ing Congresses have been held in 
1947 in Panama City and in Buenos 
Aires, and in 1948 in Mexico City 
and in Santiago. Chile. How gratify
ing is this record when we reflect 
that the first Pan-American Congress 
at nations of the Western Hemisphere 
convoked by Simon Bolivar in Pan
ama City in 1826 was not followed 
by another until 18891 

It is hoped that each country will 
be represented by a delegate at the 
Congress for its territory. 

Both the. Congresses and Schools 
are under the direction of the Na· 
tional (Territorial) Teaching Com
mittees. Plans, agendas, and pro
grams were worked out by them 
in consultation with the Inter-Amer
ica Committee. 

. Shirley Warde, who because of ill
ness is returning to the United States, 
stopped in Sao Paulo en route, and 
gives us this picture of the commu
city there and the preparations they 
are making as hosts to the Congress 
and School: jjThis is a marvelous 
community and Murial and Edmund 
Miessler ha ve done a magnificent 
job t with fine help from Mar got and 
Bob. Hans Abeling has given his 

house for the delegates to live in and 
in which to hold the sessions. They 
have the beautiful big Municipal 
Library for the public meeting, and 
a nice hotel salon for the press con
ference and reception." 

Esteban Canales, Chairman of the 
South American Teaching Commit
tee. is swinging through the north 
of the Continent on the last leg of 
his present long teaching tour and 
will arrive in Sao Paulo a week early 
to assist with local preparations. 

In Guatemala City, Natalia Cha
vez, Secretary of the Central Ameri
can Teaching Committee, has been 
cooperating with the local commlUl
Hy in making preparations. 

Gayle Woolson will fly to Guate
mala from Havana to aid the Con
gress and School. She has just swept 
over the five larger Islands of the 
West Indies like a whirlwind. speak
ing before large audiences every
where" a.p.d has left a trail of fever
ish activity behind her, where the 
local friends and Regional Teaching 
Committees are endeavoring to· fol
low up the contacts which she has 
left them. 

Three pioneers of long and glorious 
service in the Latin American field 
set out again in the final days of 
last year for countries where they 
have already labored. Josephine 
Kruka returned to Cuba, Marcia 
Steward left California for Chile, 
and Flora Hottes sailed from New 
York for Uruguay. 

The National Spin toal Assembly 
and the Inter-American Committee 
will be represented at Guatemala by 
Mrs. Dorothy Baker and at Sao Pau
lo by Mrs. Amelia Collins. who on 
her return will visit Montevideo. Bue
nos Aires, Santiago, Lima, Guaya
quil, and Quito. ~'is and friend. at PImta Arenas, ChIle. __ oli;y ., \he _. N ..... _ 

11, lMI. Eye NickliD,. pioneer. back row cater. . 
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Programmer's Corner 

"How often have the lowliest 
adherents of the Faith, un
schooled and utterly inexperi· 
enced, and with no standing 
whatever, and in some cases 
devoid of intelligence, bee!} 
capable of winning victories 
for their Cause, before which 
the most brilliant achieve
ments of the learned. the wise, 
and the experienced have 
paled." 

SlJOOm EFFENDI 
The Advent of Divine Justice, 

p.38. 
Hints for Action: 

1. Withdraw one or two 
Baha'i books from your local 
public library in order to in· 
dicate to the librarians that 
Baha'i literature is in demand. 
Find an occasion to discuss 
vital issues with a friend either 
in his home or in yours (over 
a cup of coffee.) Express your 
Baha:'i view on politics, mar
riage, drinking, war, pea ce t 
unity in religion-or some such 
interesting topic. Then refer 
immediately te> the page or 
chapter in your library book 
te> corroborate and defend your 
view. Perhaps ye>ur friend will 
then want to borrow your 
book-a first step toward in· 
vestigating the BaM'! World 
Faith! 

2. Please ebeck the number 
of times eaeb Bah" 'I book has 
been withdrawn from your li· 
brary. If you will let the Pro· 
grammers know what titles 
and books have. greatest reader 
appeal, you will be helping us 
to plan new tecbnlques for 
reaching the masses. Drop a 
postal clird to Mrs. MyrtIe 
Wendler, Secretary, 'National 
Programming Committee, 3302 
W. Warner Ave., Chicago, 00-
nob. 

In Memoriam 
Mr. Reginald Miller-Kansas City, 

Mo., 11·11·48 
Mrs. Annie Bedford Herman-Liber· 

ty, Mo., 12-4-48 
Mrs. Elizabeth Duffield Wedlake

Washington, D.C., 12-6-48 
Mrs. Cora Ditmars--Spokane, Wash. 

12-11-48 
Mrs. Leila Husted-Miami, Fla., 

1-20-48 
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Participa.nts on the program of HA One World Concert" iII Wa.sb1ngt.on. D.C., Oct. 
u.. 1948 representing some eleven natioaaJities aad various embaMies. The Bahi'i 
Prayer for All Nations was given by Elsie Austin, exireme rigbt, aDd. musle wu 
provided by the United _ Navy IlaDd. 

The Home Front 
SIOUX FALUI, S.D. 

In the month of October, a te'aeb
ing trip was made by Lawrence 
!:lautz to Sioux Falls, in which he 
talked at three local colleges and 
three clubs with a total audience of 
600. He spoke over three of the local 
radio stations with a spot announce
ment on the fourth. Also he ad
dressed the Baha'i class for children 
and a public meeting for 50 with 
following dinners and luncheons. 

BERKELEY, CALIF. 
The International Howe at the Un· 

iversi ty of California was the scene 
of a meeting of Muslim students and 
friends, Oct. 15t to commemorate 
their Feast of Sacrifice. The arrange
ment committee chose as the sole 
speaker, Robert L. Gulick, even 
though knowing he is a Baba'1. Un
der the tiUe of "The Power of' Is· 
Jam," he explained at the beginning 
that as a Baha'i he revered all the 
Messengers of God. The talk met 
with enthusiastic applause and the 
comment of a student from Saudi 
Arabia, who had made the pilgrim
age to Mecca, "It was wonderful! 
Wonderful!" A Syrian eagerly shook 
hands and said,- "You know more 
a bout Islam than I do." Among the 
countries represented were E gyp!, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, ira.q, Lebanon. 
Turkey, Persiat Afghanistan, and 
Pakistan. 

WAILUKU, MAID, T.H. 
HThe Coming of World Religion" 

was the title of a talk by Miss Agnes 
Alexander in the Baldwin High 
School or Wailuku. Nov. 19. Anum· 
ber of new visitors came to this in
spirational lecture. 

A thorough perusal C of the "Will 
and Testament" .was made by a 
group under the direction of Miss 
Alexander at the beach home of Miss 
Voss, following a luncheon, Nov. 30. 
The friends felt a deeper measure 
of benefit was derived from. this 
study with one who has been able to 
meet our beloved Guardian. 

TACOMA, WASH. 
An audience of 200, composed of 

the congregation and visitors in the 
Truth Temple, Tacoma, heard an ad
dress by Reginald King on the Ba
ha'i Faith and the principles. The 
talk. was received with great atten
tion and comment afterward was 
that it had a convincing power. 

Baha'!s came from Seattle, Marys
\'ille, Kirkland, Richmond Highlands, 
and Spokane, making an enduring 
impression on the members of Truth 
Temple who had never heard of the 
Faith. Th~re were inquiries for days 
afterward and some attended a pub
lic talk in Tacoma. 

The opportunity for presenting the 
message in the Truth Temple came 
through the pastor, Dr. Morrison 
Helling who is conducting a course 
on. Comparative Religions. 
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JAMESTOWN, N.Y. 
Dorothy Holmlund of Ellicott 

Township has made a fine contact 
in a blind person from Gerry, N.Y. 
She is a .home teacher for the N.Y. 
State Assoc. for the Blind. She bor· 
rowed on her own, the talking book. 
"World Faith for World Freedom" 
from the Library of Congress. Her 
interest in the Faith has increased 
so that she purchased this book and 
the Braille copies of "Communion 
With God", "Nine Inscriptions 
over Entrances of ·the Temple''. and 
"Faith for Freedom' I • 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 
(National Baha'i Youth Balletin) 
Some 48 youth gathered to cele

brate National Youth Day in San 
Francisco. After a musical inter
lude the speakers were introduced: 
Vernon Skovgaard and Marzieh Gail. 

I'Vernon pointed out the dissension 
in the modern world, the false val
ues and gods; after which he pro
posed the Baha'i answer which is to 
make world unity a reality and cul
minate in a healthy age of ... hope 
and steadfast belief. Mrs. Gail 
brought home to the youth, a realiza
tion of their importance and position 
as leaders and teachers by'drawing 
examples from the Heroic Age which 
showed the youthfulness of the he
roes and martyrs of the early days 
of the Faith." 

OMAHA, NEB. 
At a public meeting in the center, 

Nov. 28, Mrs. Olivia Kelsey spoke 
on "The Progress of Human 
Rights" •. with 10 interested persons 
and 9 believers present. The eosuing 
discussion and question period con
tined into an evening buffet supper 
with everyone remaining. Of note 
was the fact that a former Methodist 
:minister, one minister's 50n, and two 
daughters of a minister were pres
ent. 

SII0REWOOD, WIS. 
ThIs community held a buffet din

ner, Nov. 18 with an illustrated talk 
afterward by Mrs. Marj orie McCor
mick. There were 130 people present 
and it was a very successful meet
ing. 
BARANOF ISLAND, ALASKA 

Ebony Magazine carried a 4 page 
story of a Baha'it Grace Bahovec 
and her husband in the October issue. 
The photc>-story describes the inter
esting life of the Bahovecs on this 
island. Ebony is the national N egre 
photo magazine. 

FEBRUARY, 1949 

Green Acre Winter School 
Dec. 27 through Jan 1. 

Most of the out-of-town students at 
the Winter School arrived in Eliot on 
Sunday evening, and were warmly 
welcomed by Janet and Manny 
Reimer. Because the dormitory and 
cottages that are used for the Sum
mer School cannot be adequately 
heated for winter use, the Reimers 
had put up enough extra cots so that, 
in addition to their own family of 
six, they housed seven adults and 
one eight-year old boy. Two other 
students had most of their meals 
with us, so we usually were twelve 
adults and four chlldren at table. 
Janet Reimer did the cooking (with 
occassional slight assistance from 
some of the guests). Manny did the 
shopping, and we students did such 
odd jobs as setting table and wiping 
dishes. We carmot say enough in ap
preciation and gratitude for all the 
thought and work of the Reimers, 
which resulted in such a comforta
ble and happy week for us. 

Each morning from 10:30 to 12:30 
we had a course on The Covenant~ 
which was ably and interestingly 
taught by Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh. 
Each day she suggested reading to 
be done in preparation for the next 
day's discussion. Topics considered 
during the week included the follow
ing :-some of the important Coveo
ants listed in the Bible; the Tablet of 
the Branch; 'Abdu'I·Baba's last Tab
let to America; the importance of 
steadfastness in the Covenant; the 
Ma ster' s Will and Testament; the 
difference between the Guardianship 
and the papacy; the Baha'i laws now 
in effect for the American Baha'is. 

The evening course, on 'Abdu'}· 
Baha's talks in America, as re
corded in The PromulgatiOn of Uni
versal Peace, was taught by Gene
vieve Coy. Since it was impossible to 
cover the whole book -in a week's 
time each student was asked to sel
ect one topic from a list and read 
several talks which were primarily 
concerned with the topic. Each eve
ning reports were given on these 
talks. Each report gave a summary 
of the material covered in the talk, 
and then analyzed the "teaching 
techniques" which 'Ahdu'I·Bahft bad 
used:, - how He began and con
cluded the talk, the logical progres
sion of ideas, the illustrative mater
ial used. After this procedure had 
been followed for four sessions it was 

suggested that on Saturday each stu
dent give a ten-minute talk for non
BahS. 'is on some aspect of the topic 
on which he had been reading. In 
this talk each was to try to apply 
what he had learned about 'Ahdu'l· 
Baba's methods of teaching. As a re
sult of this planning four short talks 
were given Saturday afternoon, and 
four more on Saturday evening. For 
the second set of talks we had nine 
visitors, several of whom were not 
Baha'is, and so our program had 
just the kind of audience we wanted! 
Two students gave the first Baha'i 
talk they had ever given, and we 
were all delighted at their success. 

On four afternoons at 4:15 reviews 
of non·Baha'l books which were of 
interest to Bah" 'Is were giveo and 
critically discussed. Since we were 
invited to attend the Eliot Commu
nity's celebration of the Feast on 
Thursday evening, we used n.urs
day afternoon for a session of the 
class usually held in the evening. 

Our memories of the week include 
not only classes and study, but also 
the much gay talk and laughter 
which characterized meal-time and 
and the late. evenings. When we left . 
Eliot on Sunday we had begun to dis
cuss the possibility of having several 
days of Spring School, perhaps over 
the Easter week-end! 

(Statistics:- Since several Eliot 
Baba'is attended as regularly as 
their home and business responsibil. 
ities permitted, our median attend
ance at classes was 11, with a range 
from 8 to 15.) 

_'I Neww Is pabIIsbed by \be 
NalioDai 8pIriI1Ial Aaemb17 or Iho 
_'is or Iho UnHe4 state. ... tile 
oIIici&l ...,..,..leUer of Iho _'( 
CommlUlHT. 

EdiIecl for Iho NaUciaa! Splrliul 
Assembly by BaIli'1 N""" Edit0r
Ial ConunUiee: Mrs. Roberta 
ChrIstiau., chalrm&n, MIss llfar.. 
pre! Yeu.Uer. Mr. Gordoa A. Fra
oer. E_rIsI olliee: Mrs. Roberta 
Cbrlsllan, 1011 Weft 0- 81., 
LaasIDg, MIch. 

Please repori cbanges of acltlrea 
aDd. otber ma-. pertammc to _00 10 Iho _'I N.u-J 
OIIiee. 538 Sbe_ BoacI, _ 

mette~ DIIDo.Is. 
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Publie Relations 

The national advertising campaign 
cGnducted by the Public Relations 
Committee from September, 1946 to 
January, 1949 has established the 
name ICBahll'j1' among countless per
sons. Thousands have written in for 
literature. Important by-products 
such as magazine articles and more 
newspaper publicity has resulted. 
Challenging subi ects fGr IGcal public 
meetings, reinforced by press re
leases and new free literature, have 
been developed. 

The temporary suspension of na
tiGnal adv~rtising and of its office 
staff has compelled the committee 
to revise its thinking. Public real
tions never stops. - the methods 
change as new conditions arise. 

Bah! 'i public relations is a tremen
dous force which operates favorably 
or unfavorably for the Faith at all 
times. Every BaM'i is the public 
relations committee of the commu
nity for his own circle of friends. 
Every Assembly is the organ of pub
lic relations for its civil community. 
The spirit of the Faith, and the tmity 
of the friends, are ultimately the 
determining factors of Baha'i public 
relations. The use of strong adver
tising mediums magnify what indi
viduals and communities do, but they 
are never a substitute for it. 
. Sound public relations ideas and 
methods can be carried out without 
great expense if we learn to work 
in the spirit of the F ai th with what 
we have. The Cause is much better 
known to progressive organizations 
and to professional people than it 
was three years ago. Our task now 
is to maintain this powerful accele
ration in every possible way. 
Two Public Relations Local Services 

At the request of the NSA the com
mittee has prepared a "Baha'i Pub
licity Calendar." This is a series of 
dates throughout the year which of
fer opportunity for local publicity. 
The dates represent Baha'i anniver
saries, and national events which re
flect some of the BaM'; principles 
and ideals. First we present the Cal
endar for three months. In later is
sues the Baha'; Publicity Calendar 
will be completed for the whole year. 

The Public Relations Committee 
will prepare a press release on each 
anniversary and event! copies of 
which will he sent the Assemblies. 
Each Assembly can rewrite the re
lease to mention whatever activity 
it may conduct for the occasion. 
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March: 2-2Q, Period of the Baha'i 
Fast; 21, Naw·Ru.. 

April: 12-18, Pan American Week; 
21, First Day of RiQ:van and annual 
election of local Assembly; 28-May 
1, Annual Baha'i Convention, 

May: 18, World Goodwill Day; 23, 
Anniversary of the Declaration of the 
Bah; 29, Anniversary of the Ascen
sion of Baha'u'llah. 

The other local service is the offer 
of a packet at free copies of "The 
Reality of Brotherhood" with a few 
suggestions as to how Ibis folder 
might be used. "The Reality of 
Brotherhood" consists of brief ex
cerpts from words of Bah .. 'u'llah and 
words of 'Abdu'I-BaM, with a pass
age- from the Guardian. 

With the severe reduction in the 
commiUee budget made in January, 
it is necessary for the committee 
to ask the local Assembly to meet 
the nominal packing and postage 
charge of 25c on each free packet 
ordered. Address Baha'; Public Re-. 
lations, 112 Linden Avenue, Wil
mette, illinois. 

, 
Winter Session at Loubelen 

Dec. 26 through Jan. 1 
"How New Will This New Year 

Be?" was Larry Kramer's subject 
for the public meeting held Sunday 
afternoon, January 1, 1949, climax
ing the loth Winter Session at 1.ou
helen. Characterized by Mrs. Ethel 
Furbush of Dearborn, Michigan, who 
has attended all of them, as one of 
the best sessions ever held" there, 
it gave the friends from several 
states a fine week of spiritual in
spiration, and plenty of fun, also. 

Mrs. Alice Bacon, Monson, Mass., 
led the morning class in "God 
Passes By," with special emphasis 
on the Covenant and the tragic re
sults of Covenant breaking, while in 
the afternoon, Mr. Elsworth Black
well of Chicago, led a discussiGn 
on Bahi' i views of" World Current 
Events. 

Other highlights included dis· 
cussion and consultation on the aims 
of the Guardian's recent cables, the 
Covenant, Teaching, and drawing-up 
and sending a letter to the Guard
ian. The Feast of Honor was held 
at the Eggleston home. Recreation 
was planned . by a different chair
man for each evening, and was cul
minated by a big New Year'. Eve 
Party. 
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Operation Tunis! 
, 'Veiled women are still the order 

of the day, and starving children and 
beggars roam everywhere! The 
whole picture, though set in a multi
colored charm of form and color. is 
one to wring and challenge a Baha'is 
mind, heart and' patience ... No wan
der the Guardian wants to raise a 
cleansing -breeze in this brain cell 
of the Continent . . . the housing and 
hotel shortage is the same here as 
in L.A., etc. But as Tunisia has made 
small effort at re-building, many· 
have flocked here from neighboring 
bombed-<>ut towns. The food situation 
is also a severe problem, no white 
bread, milk, butter, oil, bacon, tea, 
etc., being available to ordinary c0n

sumer, who has to he thankful how
ever for the golden dates and figs 
here in harvest. . . The Bah .. 'is here 
are seven." 

Into this atmosphere on the twen
ty-second of October, l.948, Beatrice 
Irwin arrived. With this prayer: 
"May His strength and grace open 
closed doors and" eyes, and set a 
pulse of progress beating," she went 
into action. Now, in January, she has 
gone to Marseilles and is now act
ive there, leaving ~ese accomplish. 
ments behind: 

"Operation I. Personal contacts 
with dispersed believers and with in
quirers, five to six hours daily. Re
establishment of Feasts, re-organi· 
.ation of literature. 

"Opera !ion 2. Five public weekly 
conferences in Public Library which 
were fairly attended by lawyers, 
doctors, city officials, pres.. Follow
up visits were made. Spiritual As
sembly established, two new confir
mations made. 

"Operation 3. Short trip in south
ern cities of Tunisia meeting new 
contacts. Foundations and study plan 
outlined for study class. Radio 
broadcast made in Tunis." 

Baha'I Mdreaes 

National O.fflce~ 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Oftice: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
IllinoiS. 

Baha') Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue~ Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Baba'l New. Editorial Offlce: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 
Lansln.g, Mich. 
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Gathering of Japanese students in Tokyo, ror discussioa. of the Bah.i'i teachin«s. 
Roberi lmaglre (with &,la.sses) """te<. 

Around the Baha'i World 
BRITISH ISLES 

(Baha'i Journal, published by the 
NSA of the Baha'is. of the British 
Isles) 

The basis of the work which is be
ing carried on in a carefully planned, 
highly efficient and iospired manner 
by the Bahi!is of Great Britain is 
outlined for them, and great prom
ise given, in a letter of Nov. 5t 1948, 
from Shoghi Effendi, excerpts from 
which follow: 

"-the organized band of the fol
lowers ()f the Faith of Baha'u'llilh 
throughout the British Isles, within 
sight of the conclusion of the Final 
Phase of the Six year Plan, stands 
on the threshold of a door which 
when opened will disclose to the eyes 
of its members a vista of vast dimen
sions, of majectic beauty, of infinite 
promise. 

Theirs is the unrivalled opportun
ity, should they bestir themselves 
and carry forward to a triumphant 
conclusion this first corporate effort 
to which they have consecrated 
themselves and their nascent insti
tutions, to embark, in the course of 
subsequent Plans, on' enterprises 
destined to safeguard and consoli
date, in all parts of the motherland 
the achievements so hardly won, to 
proclaim, unequivocally, systematic
ally, and effectively, to the masses 

throughout the length and breadth of 
the British Isles the verities en
shrined in their Faith, to ioitiate the 
establishment of a befittiog National 
I;Iaziratu'l-Quds io either the capital 
of the United Kingdom or further 
north to the very heart of the British 
Isles, to inaugurate national and lo
cal endowments, to incorporate 
newly constituted assemblies, to un
dertake the prelimioary measures 
for the erection of the first Mash· 
riqu'l-Adhkilr in the British Empire, 
and to launch crusades designed to 
implant the banner of the Faith and 
lay the structural basis of its Ad
ministrative Order throughout the 
diversified~ the numerous and widely 
scattered colonies of the British 
Crown. 

Not theirs, however, while the 
present tasks remain as yet unac
complished, to -dwell upon, or even 
visualize, however dimly, the course 
which the progress of their subse
quent labours must assume in a 
world whose stability is so lamenta
bly shaken, and whose immediate 
future is so dark. Theirs is the duty 
to derive from this fieetiog glimpse 
of the glories which their future des
tiny holds in store for them fresh 
inspIration and added stimulus for a 
befitting performance of the work 
that lies immediately ahead. 

Two brief years separate them 
from the hour destined to witness the 
total triumph of their first organized, 
:r:;ation-wide collective enterprise. 
Every minute of thi s interval is in
finitely precious. The gloom over
hanging the entire planet is deepen
ing ominously every day_ The Ameri
can followers of the Faith of Baha'-
u'llith, through the everswelling 
army of their pioneers and settlers, 
on the northern and and the western 
and southern fringes of the Euro
pean continent, as well as the newly 
resuscitated German and Austrian 
Baha'i Communities labouring in its 
very .heart, have nobly arisen, and 
are doing their part in paving the 
way for the spiritual awakening and 
the ultimate redemption of the teem· 
ing millions of its war-torn, discord
ant, fear-stricken ... - ... inhabi
tants. 

They who man the North-Western 
outpost of the Faith in Europe 
must, whilst pursuing their chart
ered course, play a distinctive part 
in this threefold crusade launched, 
almost simultaneously from three 
directions, in conformity with speci
fically laid out plans, at so critical 
an hour, in so vast a field, amidst· 
such diversified and conflicting races 
and nations of what may well be re
garded as the cradle of a civiliza
tion, and the mother of a Faith, 
whose fate now hangs so perilously 
in the balance. 

That the valiant Community of the 
British followers of the Faith of 
Baha.'u'llab. may assume an ever-in
creasing share io this gloriously un
folding, this herculean, this Divinely 
propelled enterprise is the dearest 
wish of my heart and the object of 
my constant prayers." 

.JAPAN 
(From Robert Imagire) 
"A young student in Osaka, Japan, 

an Esperantist, named -Kiji Akizawa 
learned of the Faith through Mr. 
Falk and Miss Orloff. They men
tioned that Robert lmagire was a 
Baha'i and was now in Tokyo. A1ter 
an exchange of visits and correspon
dence. Kiji Akiza wa and his brother t 
KaZl,lmitsu, wished to devote them
selves to the Cause. They pleaded 
with Robert Imagire for assistancet 

but he did not find it practical to 
move to Osaka. As though by divine 
guidance, Lt. Davenport, Chairman 
of the Beverly Hills Assembly, was 
called to the Services, assigned· to 



the Rescue Squad in Japan, specific
ally to Osaka. The lIami Airbase is 
located right next to Kohl's school, 
where he is now lodging! 

Shozo Kadeta and Robert Imagire 
went the tirst week in December to 
a ssist the Akizamas and to arrange 
to have the two meet Lt. Davenport. 
An interesting meeting was held at 
the college and also at the home of 
the Akizawas. n 

AUSTRALIA 
(BaM'; News Bulletin, publication 

of their NSA) 
Activity for teaching the Faith in 

this "land down Wlder" is unceasing. 
Advertisements in the Auckland pa
per, a public meeting in Caringbah, 
weekly lectures accompanied by 
weekly advertisements in the local 
paper at Mt. Baker, a public meet
ing with buses chartered to bring 
the people in Bowral, with followup 
tireside study groups, teaching tours 
to Tasmania and Kingston, a public 
lecture in Brisbane, are among the 
many things being done, as part of 
an organized teaching plan. 
fRAN 

(BaM'i News and Reviews, publi
cation of the NSA) 
A summer school was held between 

August 10 and 30 at Karaj, outside 
Tihran. There were two periods of 
about HI days each, and 40 persons, 
the maximum number who could be 
accommodated, attended each ses
sion. The number of weekend visi
tors r~ into hundreds. The school 
was a Baha'i owned house. Tents 
were erected around the premises to 
increase the accommodations. All 
those who came took turns in run
ning the camp, serving food, or ren
dering some other form of service. 

HThroughout the whole time Jenab
i-Fadil, our distinguished teacher 
and historian, acted as resident tu
tor. His vast knowledge and experi
ence, coupled with his urrfailing per
sonality, make him a real treasure 
indeed. Each evening after dinner 
all those present used to cluster en
thusiastically around to hear him 
speak about his wonderful experi
ences, travels and. exploits in fran 
and abroad, and about his visits to 
the Green Acre School, and to listen 
to those wonderous tales of heroism 
of which he possesses such a rich 
fund." 

"Living in a socially backward 
and morally decadent country . . . 
the value of the Summer School and 
the manifold benefits this institution 
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renders can hardly be exaggerated. 
When we look around we sadly no-
tice that in this country as in many 
others throughout the world, moral 
and spiritual integrity which forms 
the basis for an ordered society has 
been virtually undermined, leaving 
the present structure of social life 
wholly exposed to the grave dangers 
of disintegration. It is indeed the su
preme mission of the Summer School 
institution to evolve and demonstrate 
that noble Bah;,'j way of life based 
on love, cooperation and recognition 
of spiritual values, a way which 
i. destined to become the ideal social 
pattern for the progressive society 
of the future." 

A conference consisting of youth 
representatives from 18 districts and 
the members of the National Youth 
Committee, was held in Tihran from 
August 20 to 25, 1948. There were 
10 sessions during which such mat
ters as teaching, pioneering, educa
tion and various aspects of youth 
activities were consulted upon. 

"Youth reports from variou~ cen
tres are highly encouraging. It indi
cates that almost in every local com
munity Bah;,'i Youth have their regu
lar weekly or. hi-weekly meetings, a t
tend numerous study classes and 
participate in various teaching and 
administra ti ve activities." 

A teachers conference, the third 
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of its kind, was held at the. National 
Centre in Tillran in May .. 
INDIA, PAKISTAN, & BURMA 

(Bahd'i News Letter, issued by the 
NSA of India, Pakistan, and 
Burma) 
The following cable was received 

by the NSA fo!lowiRg the sending of 
copies of the New Era in Oriyya 
and Singhalese to Shoghi Effendi: 
"APPRECIATE PROGRESS NEW 
ERA PUBLICATION. URGE 
TRANSLATION CHIN, LAST RE
MAINING VERSION." 

The carrying out of their Plan con
tinues to be the uppermost object 
of the Bah;' 'js of India. Budgeting 
plans are under consideration by the 
NSA. 

EGYPT 
(From the American BaM'; Youth 
Bulletin) 
"Dr. Hussein Collesstaneh? Chair

man of the National Youth Commit
tee of Egypt, gives interesting news 
about his brother Ali, who has a 
Bachelor of Science degree in geolo· 
gy and who is now making oil explo
ration in southwestern Iran for the 
Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. He is actively 
teaching the British employees with 
whom he works and Hussein is hell>
ing by sending him books in English 
from his own small stock. Ali writes 
Hussein: 'It is such a wonderful 
chance of teaching these six geolo-

CbUdre:a's school eJa.ss. at the Bahi'i CUltural CeB.ter run by tile Bahi'is· of· Perl
.. ... Prince. Haiti.. Both cldldren and. adul:ts ·'wbo ca.nDOt ~ord regUlar school, come 
here and in adJUti.on io education, receive free meil1oal, d.eIltal, and Iec"al ~ 
as well as the Babi~i teacblnp. . . . ... ' 
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gists during our search for oil in 
the desert during the coming nine 
months. . . I just cannot afford to 
lose it. The desert has a wonderful 
and magic way of softening the hard ~ 
material hearts and making them 
most spiritual. Nothing on earth can 
prevent the mentioning of God and 
praying to Him at dawn of day. The 
SWl rises early and everyone gets 
up to bask in its glory and to worship 
God for His Glorious Sun of Truth 
We stay together a long time before 
and after breakfast and we have 
long talks. My small knowledge 
about the Faith is a treasure from 
which they draw much." 

Assemblies Contributlnf!; 
to Fund, Deeember, 1948 

Alaska - Anchorage. .&.rlzODa. - North 
Phoenix, Phoenix. Tucson. .&rk a"S3s 
Eureka Springs, LitUe Rock. CaJiforn:ia-
Alhambra. Arcadia, Be~keley, Beverly 
Hills, Burbank. Burlingame, Carniel. 
Geyserville, E1 Monte Twp., Escondido 
Twp., Fresno, Glendale, Glendale Twp" 
Inglewood, Long Beach,. Los Angeles, 
Monrovia. Monrovia Twp.. Oakland. 
Oceanside. Palo Alto, Sacramento. San 
Marino. Santa Barbara, Santa Monica, 
South Gate. 

Colorado - Colorado Springs. Denver. 
00Im.ecUcu.i - New Haven. De[a.ware
Wl1minglon. DIs&. 01 Columbia-Wash· 
inktoo. Florid& -Jacksonville. Miami. 
Geeqia - Atlanta, Augusta. Hawali
Honolulu. :MauL Idaho - Ada County, 
Boise. lWnois - Batavia, Champaign. 
Chicago, Danville, Elmhurst. Evanston, 
Limestone Twp.. Maywood, Oak Park, 
Peoria, Phoenix (Harvey), Springfield, 
Urbana, Wilmette. Wmnetka._ IucJiana_ 
Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, South Bend. 
Iowa-Cedar RapidSt, Waterloo. 1taDsas-
Topeka. LoaisIaIlll-N ow Orleans. 

_ - Eliot, PorUand. Ma .... land
Baltimore. Massachlll'eUs Beverly. Bos
ton~ Brookline, Springfield, Worcester. 
Klcblp.a - Davison Twp., Dearborn 
Twp., Detroit. Flint. Grand Rapids, 
Kalamazoo, I.pnsing, Muskegon, Rose~ 

ville. Minnesota Duluth.. Minneapolis. 
St. Paul. MI ....... ppi-.J"ack'on. __ I 
-Independence:xansas City, st. Louis. 
MAmbna. _ Butte. Nebn.sb, - Macy. 
Omaha. Nerada-Reno. New ua-mpsh1re 
-Portsmouth. 

FE:aRUARY, 1949 

Suggested Daily Readings 
for .Mareh, 1949 

"0 Thou Kind LordJ Praise be 
unto Thee that Thou hast shown 
unto llS th.;! highway of guidance, 
opened the doors of the Kingdom 
and manifested Thys"eIf through 
the Sun of Reality." 
M&rcb. 
1 H. W. Arabic 68 
2 Feast of Loftiness-Fast--c.H. 

Tablet 232 
3 Hidden Words-C.H. 243. 244, 

245 
4 Iqan-C.H. 245. 246 
5 P.T.F.-<lO to 63 
6 Stronghold of Faith-A.C.C.-

13 to 17 
7 "Fundamental Principle of Re· 

ligious Truth" W.0.B.-57, 58 
8 "Fundamental Principle of Re

ligious Truth·' W.O.B.-59, 60 
9 UN ecessity for a fresh Revel-

ationu W.O.B.--60, 61 
10 H. W. Arabic 71 
11 TU>ran-E.S.W.-I48, 1f9 
12 Outpouring ot Divine Grace

W.O.B.-'-63, 64 
13 ''Progressive Revelation"-

D.O.B.-I0, 11, P.D.C.-ll2, 113 
14 "Justice"--Gl. 218, 219 
15 Gl. ch. ·xx:iH page 56 
16 GI. ch. xxv page 60 
17 H. W. Persian 2 
18 Gl. ch. xxix page 70 
19 GL ch. xxxi page 74 
20 Gl. ch. Lii page 104 
21 "Feast of Splendor", "Naw-

RUz" -C.H. 96, 97, -98, 217, 218 
22 A.S.M. Tablet page 34, 35 
23 Prayer-E.S. W.--95 
24 The Kingdom at God-A.C.C.-

24 to 28 
25 Gl. ch.. :xc page 177 
26 Gl. cb xciv page 192 
rI H.W. Persian a 
.28 A true seeker-The Iqan-I92, 

193 
29 A true seeker-The Iqan-l93, 

194, 195 
30 True seeker's reward-lqAn-

195. 196 
31 H.W. Persian 9 
Key: 
H.W.--Bldden WOI"ds 
P.T.F.-Portals 10 Freedom 
A.C.C.-'Abclu'I-Bahi., the CeDier 

01 the Covenam 
W.O.B.-World Order of Balli

'.'Dib 
E.S. W.-Epistle 10 !be Son of !be 

WoOlf 
D.O.B.-DlspeDSa_ 01 Balli

'n"U:i.h 
CD-The ChooeD lIIghway 
A.S.M.-America's Splritaal ltfI:ls,. 

sf ... 

Virginia-Alexandria, Arlington. WaaJt.. 

New .Jersey - Bergenfield, Dumont, 
East Orange. Englewood, Montclair, 
Red Bank. Newark. Ridgewood, Tea
neck. New Mesfco-Albuquerque. Albu
querque No. 10. New York-Bingham
ton. Buftalo. Geneva, Jamestown, New 
York. Rochester, Waterloo, Yonkers. 
Norill CaroIiDa-Greensboro. North Da
kota - Fargo. Ohio - Cincinnati, Cleve
land. Daytnn, Colm:nbus. Lima, Mans
field, Toledo. ~k1.homa City. 
or __ Portland. PODII57IvaDIa-Phila
delphia, Pittsburgh, ScrantOll, West 
Chester. Rhode Jslaad - Providence. 
8H&h CanIi:Da - Columbia, Greenville. 
8Mdh Dakota-Siouz Falls:. Teaneslee 
Memphis, Nashville. TeD.s-Danas. San 
Antonio. _ Salt Lake City. Verm_ 
-Brattleboro. 

IDcWa - Marysville, Monroe, Richmond 
Highlands, _ Seattle. Spokane. Tacoma. 
West Vlrciala-Cbarleston. WIscoDsIa
Kenosha,. Racine, Madison, Milwaukee, 
Shorewood, Somers Twp., Wauwatosa, 
White6sh Bay. WyomlDa'-Laramie. 
Number of Asaemblie. . ............ 179 
Assemhlies contrihuting ............ 159 
Assemblies not contributing ...... _.. 20 
Individual. contributing ............ 181 
Groups contributing ............. ;.. 45 

The Essence of Faith 
and Certitude 

"Do thou beseech God to enable 
thee to r~main steadfast in this path. 
and to aId thee to guide the peoples 
of the world to Him Who is the mani
fest and sovereigu Ruler,· Who ha tb 
revealed Himself in a distinct a!tire 
Who giveth utterance to a Divin~ 
and speciJic Message. This is the 
essence of faith and certitude. They 
tha.t are the worshipers of the idol 
which their imaginations bave 
~arved, and who call it Inner Real. 
Ity, such men are in truth accounted 
among the heathen. To this hath the 
All·Merciful borne witness in His 
Tablets. He, verily, is the All-Know. 
ing, the AIl·Wise." 

-BABA.'U'WH 
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National Spiritual Assemhly Suspends 
Schools and Magazine - Adopts Drastic 

Measures to Complete Temple in Two Years 
The American Baha'is can realize The Editorial Committee working on 

. the vital necessity to which the Vol. XII is to continue gathering 
entire community ~s committed material and planning the contents. 
when they are- informed of the dras- Vol. XI is to be held in manuscript 
tic measures taken by the NSA to form. 
save every penny of income in order As directed in the Guardian's suc
to meet the obligations of the Temple cessive cables of February 26 and 28, 
this year and next. No srtuation ever publication of World Order Maga"zine 
faced by the American Baha'is has is to be suspended for two years~ The 
challenged their faith and devotion Business Manager and Editorial 
to' achieve such a tremendous sac- Staff have been given the Guardian's 
rifice both of funds and customary message, and steps have been taken 
programs of activity. to make the March number the last 

The watchword is concentration. one to appear until after the emer
First, concentration of resources gency. 
llpon the imperative needs estab- Public Relations national adver
lished by the Guardian-concentra - !ising ha s been suspended since J an
tion by the individual believer, by uary, and the Committee budget cut 
the local community, and by the to $200 for the remainder of the CUT

National Spiritual Assembly itself. rent Baha'i year. This. reduction 
Second, concentration of purpose makes it impossible for the Com
and energy by all Baha'i Commit- mittee to conduct its daily office 
tees, Assemblies and individuals. hours but the work of serving the 

This is what the National Assem- Assemblies and dealing with co:rres-
bly ha s done: pondence conti~ues. 

Drastic Reductions 
All school sessions -are suspended 

during 1949 and 1950 and the School 
Program Committees are dissolved 
for that period: The extensive prep
arations already made for the 1949 
summer sessions must be a ban ... 
doned. The lack of school courses 
creates a gap in our Baha'i develop
ment which must be overcome by 
more indIvidual study and teaching, 
and by more provisions for study 
arranged by local Assemblies. 
School Committee members, and 
teachers who have prepared mate
rial for School courses, are urged 
to reorient their vision and make 
their knowledge and experience 
available locally and regionally 
wherever opportunities are found. 

Publication of The Bahli', World 
volumes is suspended during the 
two-year period. Vol. X is to be pre
served in type for later publication 
when the emergency has been met. 

The Programming Committee has 
returned its unexpended annual bud
get and will function on the basis 
of a small balance on hand. 

The Radio Committee has given up 
its annual budget except for $100 
operating expense. 

The unexpended annual budgets of 
all Committees were in effect can
celled and reduced amounts allotted 
for operating without special pro
jects. For example:- Archives and 
History, allotted $12.00; Library, 
$10.00; Audio Visual Aids, $101.25; 
Questionnaires, no budget needed; 
Service to the Blind, no. further 
assistance needed; Youth Commit
tee, $200.00. 

Essential Activity 
The Area National Teaching Com

mittees, the Inter-America and 
European Teaching Committees, all 
carry on work which the Guardian 
establishes as essential to the Seven 

(Connnued on page '~ 
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TEMPLE INTERIOR: Se~_ of 
Main Floor Arch Treatment. Nine Point.
ed Star win have '!be Greatest Name su
perimposed on metal grU1e. The Ow ..... 
dian has sent a pbolograpb showing the 
proper symbol to be used. (Pbotograph 
of Model) 

First Responses to Temple Plan 
Dear Baha'i friends: 

Since many of the believers were 
unable to attend the State Conven
tions, the National Assembly feels 
that further clarification should be 
given to our new Plan. 

This Plan has nothing to do with 
your local contributions. It is above 
and separate from the support of 
your local community. Contributions 
to this Plan should be made directly 
to the Treasurer's Office. 112 Linden 
Avenue, Wllmette, IDinois, and not 
through your local assembly. All 
checks should be made payable to 
the National Baha'i Fund. ~ 

The completion of the interior dec
oration of the Temple at a cost of 
approximately $800,000.00 is a com
mitment which the Guardian has 
given the North American Baba'i 
community and not an obligation 
imposed upon the believers by the 
National Assembly. 

During 1949, we must meet $438,-
615.00 in contract payments for the 
Temple project. In order to meet 
this obligation, the National Assem
bly has devised a Plan and asked 
the believers to join the army of sac
rifice in order to consumate it within 

(Contift.,¥d on. pa.ge 4) 
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DETAIL OF BALUSTRADE WHICH wn.L SURMOUNT THE ARCADE OF THE 
SBBINE OF THE ~ ON MOUNT CARMEL. 

ftis. represents the ceJd.ra1 panel facing the sea and Ba.hji. The Greatest Name, 
III broase gilt,. will be on a. siar of greeD marble. Green Mosaic Is contemplated for 
the backgrOGDd of the 4'B~' and leafage. 

Shrine of the Bah Progresses 
With great joy we share the follow

ing letter from Ben Weeden in Haifa, 
dated Dec. 28, 1948: 

"Shoghi Effendi has asked me to 
write you a bout the progress of the 
building of the arcade about tbe 
Shrine of the Bab on Mt. Carmel 
from time to time, with the sug
gestion that it be printed in Baha'i 
News for tbe information of tbe 
friends. This is a rather large task 
for so poor a servant to undertake, 
for truly the erection of tbis arcade 
will be an epic milestone in the 
annals of the Baha'i Faith, and will 
foreshadow the erection of tbe 
golden dome, some one hundred and 
twenty feet in height, and the com
pletion of the enterprise conceived 
by Baha'u'llith sixty years ago. 

"Many of the friends will recall 
the circular group of cypress trees 
near the Shrine, under which Baha
'u'llah sat when He indicated to 
'Abdu'I-Baha the spot upon which 
the Shrine of tbe Bab was to be 
erected, and where the Bab's earthly 
remains should be placed at rest. 
That was a memorable day and it 
is fitting that one of tbe Baha'is pres
ent at tbe time should now ·be reSid
ing at tbe Bahit 'j Pilgrim House near 
the Shrine and acting as host to all 
visitors-Hussein Ekbal. He is a fine 
and kindly, elderly gentleman, and 
it is a privilege to meet and know 
him. 

All Baha'is know tbat 'Abdu'I-Bah9. 
was able to bring tbe precious 
remains of the Bab to Mount Carmel 
and to erect six of the nine rooms 
of the present Shrine building. Per
haps, something not as well known, 
is tbat one day in 1915, 'Abdu'l-Baha 
was sitting on the terrace at the top 
of the steps of His home looking up 
to the building tben on Mount Car
mel and remarked that as yet the 
Shrine of the Bab wilts "unbuilt" and 
tbat considerable sums of money 
would be needed, but God willing, 
they would be forthcoming. How sig
nificant that word "unbuilt, tt and 
yet, how precious are the rooms 
built at His direction! How indica
tive it was that He envisaged the 
beautiful structUre which is to be 
raised a bout tbe precious kernel He 
had placed on Mount Carmel. You 
may be sure no stone which was 
laid at His desire, will ever be dis
turbed. This same will hold true of 
the three rooms added by Shoghi 
Effendi after the passing of 'Abdu'l· 
Baha, and in accordance with His 
desire. The present nine room struc
ture will always remain the kernel 
of the Shrine and the present project 
will only be a beautiful and glorious 
shell to protect and preserve it. 

Even with this bit of background 
in mind, few will ever know 
the intense longing which has been 
in the heart of Shoghi Effendi, over 

ONE OF THE TWENTY-FOUR BOSE 
BAVENO GRANITE COLUMNS. 

Tb1s photograph was __ in the 
woJ'kshop at; PaJama, ItalYt and repre
sents a single column In Its fInIohed 
state. All twenty-four have siaoe beea 
J'eceived in Ba,ilat together with ei.cht 
pilasters or the same l'I'anite. and are 
awaiting erection. 

a long period of years, to start the 
construction of the edifice he knew 
was so dear to the heart of 'Abdu'l
Bahit. Then, suddenly, in the spring 
of .this year, 1948, he felt that the 
end of his patient waiting had come, 
even though conditions in the world, 
and especially in Palestine, were far 
from propitious. However, he well 
knew that every great step forward 
in our 'Baha'j Faith has been taken' 
under severe difficulties, therefore, 
he did not hesitate to send Mr. Wil
liam S. Maxwell to' Italy with his 
exquisitely designed plans, to con
tract for the cutting and carving of 
the stone necessary to bring out tbe 
full richness and delicacy of the 
arcade he, Mr. Maxwell, has con
ceived. It might be mentioned that 
his designs and drawings have 
excited the admiration of many of 
the finest stonecutters in Italy. This 
is justified and it is to be regretted 
that space does not allow the telling 
of the labor and devotion Mr. Max
well has put into this work. It is 
great, very great. 

The trip to Italy was most suc
cessful, with tbe very able assist
ance of Dr. Ugo. R. Giachery, con
tracts were entered into with Guido 
M. Fabbricotti, Successori, of Car .. 
rara, Italy, for twenty-four columns 



CLAY MODEL OF A STAR PANEL. 
There are twenty·foar of these panels, 

in three dUl'erent designs, and eight half 
BIar paae1s. They are placed a.bove ea.ch 
of the granite coIamns, and inset iD the 
masonry of the waDs. 

·and eight pilasters, with their bases, 
to be cut and polished from Rose 
Baveno granite, the capitals for 
these, together with the twenty-eight 
graceful arches, star panels and 
delicate, curved corner panels to be 
cut and carved of cream, Chiampo 
granite. The search" for a proper 
stone and the selection of Chiampo 
granite for this fine carved work is 
a tale in itself and could better be 
told by Ugo Giachery who rendered 
so great a service in all this work, 
and continues to act as Shoghi 
Effendi's appointed representative in 
Italy in the matter of stone for the 
Shrine of the Bab. 

Very quickly after the return from 
Italy, on May 15, affairs in Pales
tine took on a swifter tempo. The 
British Mandate had come to an end 
and the State of Israel came to birth. 
This latter event forced a change in 

"the construction plans for the Shrine. 
The first intent was to use Pales
tinian stone for the thresholds, the 
corners, walls, and the cornices, but 
circumstances left the quarries of 
the needed stone in the hands of the 
Arabs. This looked like a serious 
obstacle .. ;md m{ght cause a serious 
delay, but Shoghi Effendi imme
diately communicated with Ugo 
Giachery and wi thin a surprisingly 
short time U go was able to place 
a further contract with Guido M. 
Fabbricotti. Successori, for the cut .. 
ting in Chiampo granite, all the 
stone needed to construct the 
arcade. Everyone feels this has been 
a happy turn of events as this 
Chiampo granite is a very fine and 
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PILASTER CAPITALS. 
There are sixteen of these capitals, occurring iD pairs, four at each corner of 

the arcade. They are of cream colored Chi,..mpo granite, carved in Italy. 

beautiful stone. The placing of this 
latest contract means that all the 
stone of the arcade will be Italian 
and it -is possible that when the time 
comes to add the balustrade and the 
tall dome the rna ster stonecutters of 
Italy will have more work to do. 

With the matter of the stonework 
decided, Shoghi Effendi took' swift 
action toward preparing the site 
about the Shrine for the work to 
come. This is a huge task in itself 
and is not without a little heart
break for it means" disturbing the 
beauty Shoghi Effendi has devoted 
so many years to create about the 
Shrine to gladden the hearts of the 
pilgrims and visitors. There were 
hundreds upon hundreds of finely 
laid tiles to be carefully removed 
and properly stored, many yards of 
well-cared-for hedging and trees to 
take up and replant, four huge, lead 
vases ancf their pedestals dis· 
mounted, the laying of the founda
tion and the taking of many, many 
cubic yards of stone from the high 
wall on the mountain side of the 
Shrine. The laying of the foundation 
has been completed and the cutting 
of the rock wall progressing swiftly 
under Shoghi Effendi's direction. 

While work was progressing in 
Haifa much of the work in Italy was 
being fiuished and packed for ship
ment. The excitement of the day 
Shoghi Effendi asked U go Giachery 
to arrange· for the first shipment of 
stone was only equaled by the day 
we learned that the S. S. Norte had 
left Italy with some one hundred 
and twelve tons of columns, pi
lasters. bases, soccles. and thresh .. 
old stones, and would arrive in Haifa 
on November 28. Activities increased 
greatly here as there wa~ much to 

be done to clear the shipment 
through customs, arrange transpor
tation from the port and prepare a 
space near the Gardens where this 
precious cargo could be stored. And 
then came word- from Ugo that an 
additional forty tons was being 
loaded on the S. S. Campidoglio and 
would arrive in Haifa on December 
3. One hundred and fifty-two tons of 
cut, carved and polished stone on 
the high seas! Only a small part of 
the six hundred and fifty odd tons 
to come from Italy, but the flow of 
stone had started! 

At last the 28th came and the slow 
and careful unloading got underway. 
A good measure of the pieces were 
unloaded into lighters but the great 
columns and pilasters, weighing 
a bout three tons each, had to be 
taken from the S.S. Norte by one 
of the big shore cranes. It was a 
grand sight to see those huge crates 
rise slowly out of the hold of the 
ship and be gently lowered onto the 
quay. With the unloading completed 
the work of clearing the shipment 
was quickly fiuished and the trans
portation to the storage space near 
the Gardens started. Before this task 
was completed the S.S. CampidogIio 
arrived with forty additional tons, 
was cleared and in due time all 
stone transported to the storage 
space to await the day it can be 
placed in its position to form the 
arcade about the Shrine of the Bab. 

How everyone is looking forward 
to the day when the first stone will 
be laid on the foundation! Then d"ay 
by day this great and beautiful struc
ture will take form. The polished 
rose granite bases will be put into 
position, the twenty-four polished, 

(Continued on page 4) 
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CLAY MODEL OF ONE OF THE 
THIRTY-TWO CAPITALS. 

All these capitals. have been completed 
in Chiampo graDite, aDd a namber have 
already arrived iD Haifa. 

rose granite columns and eight pil
asters will be stood proudly erect 
ready to receive their intricately 
carved Chiampo stone capitals, the 
beautiful1y designed curved corners 
will rise stone upon stone, the 
twenty-eight graceful arches will 
rest secure on the capitals, the deli
cately carved star panels inset and 
at last the cornices put into place. 
Thus will be completed the first step 
in the construction of the glorious 
rose and gold edifice which will for
ever guard and protect the Shrine of 
the Bab on Mount Carmel. 

While this letter is mostly a recital 
of labors both great and small, it is 
to be hoped that the friends who 
read it will not forget the importance 
and great purpose behind these 
strivings. The structure 'Abdu'l
Baha hoped one day. God willing. 
would be raised upon the side of 
Mount Carmel is taking tangible 
form under the rumds of our beloved 
Guardian. t, 

. Schools and Magazine 
Suspended 

(Continued from page 1) 

Year Plan, along with Temple com
pletion. 

In addition; the Annual Conven
tion, the State Conventions, and 
Baha'i News are continued. 

As for the administrative work 
conducted by the National Assembly, 
this is under constant survey to cut 
costs and effect -every possible econ-
amy. 

BahA'i News 
Baha'i News is to be used as the 

main means of communication from 
the NSA and National Committees 
to the body of the believers. Each 
believer, to keep in the flow of Baha'i 
activity t will turn to each issue with 
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redoubled interest. Baha'i News 
should be brought up for consulta
tion at Nineteen Day Feasts, as local 
Assemblies have a responsibility in 
stressing national plans. Baha'i 
News places every Baha'i in contact 
with the Guardian's messages and 
with the national policies and plans. 
It abolishes all isolation within the 
Baha'i community, except that 
which is self-imposed by the imma
ture. 

The purpose of the Plan announced 
at the State Conventions and pub
lished in February Baha'i News is to 
provide a feasible method for pro
ducing a great increase in the flow of 
contributions to the National Fund. 
Members of local communities are 
to continue' supporting their local 
Fund as usual. The local Assembly 
is to continue sending regular con
tributions to the National Fund. But 
-inadition, fof' the emergency period 
of two years-the appeal is made to 
every individual Baha'i to make 
another, sacrificial donation direct to 
the National Treasurer in one of the 
four classes described in the Plan. 

This additional sacrificial dona
tion from three thousand more 
Baha'is is absolutely esential to meet 
the heavy obligat.io~s of Temple con
struction. 

-NATIONAL SPJRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Words of the Guardian 
"Tum To Your Baha'i Brothers" 

On May 8, ·1942 Shoghi Effendi 
wrote Miss Roan Orloff a message 
which can be pondered by all believ
ers at this time:-

uTurn to your Baha'i brothers and 
sisters. who are living with you in 
the Kingdom. Indeed, the believers 
have not yet fully learned to draw 
on each other's love for strength and 
consola !ion in time of need~ The 
Cause of God is endowed with tre
mendous powers, and the reason the 
believers do not gain more from it 
is because they have not learned to 
duly draw these mighty forces of 
love and strength and harmony gen
erated by the Faith." 

" .. Every Toil a Blissful Repose •• " 
" ... 0 Thou Who art the Desire 

of our hearts . ~ .! Every trouble 
that toucheth u.s in our love for Thee 
is an evidence of Thy tender mercy. 
every fiery ordeal a sign of the 
brightness of Thy light, every woeful 
tribulation a cooling draught, every 
toil a blissful repose, every anguish 
a fountain of gladness." 

TEMPLE INTERIOR: ~menl of 
Tracery-First Gallery Arch. (Photo
graph of Model) 

First Response to Pian 
(Continued from page 1) 

the next 2Jh years. This is the Plan:-
One thousand believers are asked 

to arise and contribute $400.00 per 
year for the - next two years; one 
thousand believers are asked to con
tribute $100.00 per year for the next 
two years; one thousand believers 
.::. re asked to arise and contribute 
$25.00 per year for the next two 
years. No rank is greater than an
other. The important thing is that 
we all join this army and sacrifice. 

In addition to the above, believers 
are urged to make special contribu
tions from investments, savings, life 
insurance. or any other capital as
sets they may have. 

The emergency is NOW and the 
iund needs our money during the 
next two years. Never again during 
our lifetime will the opportunity to 
build the "Holiest House of Worship" 
ever be offered. This Plan gives 
YOU an opportunity to become a 
part of this wonderful enterprise. 
This is how we stand on February 
17th, eleven days after the State 
Conventions. 

One hundred thirty-eigbt persons 
have responded to .the Plan resolv
ing to contribute $56,654.00, remit
ting against this amount the swn of 
$12,975.18. Twenty-six persons have 
joined the $400.00 rank, forty-one 
have joined the $100.00 rank, fifteen 
have joined the $25.00 rank, fifty-siX 
}lave made special contributions. 

Write to the National Treasurer's 
Office and tell him which rank you 
are joining, but do so NOW. We must 
all start at once in order to meet 
the obligation of $438,615.00 (for the 



Temple alone) before the end of 
1949. 

Below are a few excerpts from let· 
ters we have received recently. 

"I recall the Guardian saying the 
American Baha'is would not suffer 
thru bloodshed, but thru sacrifice of 
their financial resources and nOw 
the pressure for it has come. Al
ready I feel the bond of unity among 
us being strengthened and we?ll 
brush elbows together whether in 
Hew suits or old ones-all for the 
one Cause we love! ... a birthday 
gift and a Christmas gift which I 
I.adn't yet spent are in !bis contribu
lion. How better could I use it! 

"I am sure that the Baha'is all 
over America will fulfill the wish of 
our Beloved Guardian and when we 
look upon the beauty of the finished 
interior of our exquisite T~mple our 
hearts will ring with joy in the 
knowledge that we all had a part 
in its completion." 

"It is a wonderfu1 plan our N.S.A. 
made for us. It will work." 

"What a joy and privilege to be 
among those called to beautify the 
Interior of the House of Worship! 
And my only trouble is that it is NO 
sacrifice-I give it so gladly. You 
might like to know that my son was 
the one who conceived -the idea and 
carried it to completion of building 
a church in Guam for the natives 
while he was stationed there during 
the War." 

"This Plan -is inspiring. It is a way 
of teaching the Cause without meet
ing a blank wall of opposition. Let 
us thank God for the opportunity." 

"It is a precious, priceless privi~ 
lege for me to <lssist with the Tem
ple bullding, and in a small way help 
to lift the burdened heart of our 
Guardian and our National Assem
bly members. n 

l'In recent months I have ha,d hos· 
pital bills, a funeral bill and various 
places for cash to go. My little old 
house needs a new roof, paint, a new 
furnace and countless other things, 
however, that is only a transient 
~bode, it is much more important to 
get God's House in order, mine can 
wait. By doing His Will maybe I can 
earn a permanent home in the world 
beyond.?' 

"The enclosed money was ear
marked for Mrs. . . .' s (wife) grave 
bearing the Greatest Name, but I 
think that the Temple needs the 
money more so please accept this 
sacrifice.' , 
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Baha'i children are also arising to 
meet our challenge. These are let
ters. received in the Treasurer's 
Office. 

"Mother is not giving us a birth· 
day present. Sandra and I thought 
it would be nice to. give the money 
to the Baha'i Temple. We are very 
happy to do it. We go to Sunday 
School every Sunday." 

"I will contribute $25.00 per year 
to the Baha'i Fund for the l).ext two 
years. P .S. I am going to earn my 
money doing assorted jobs and er
rands. It might take me a little 
longer than the other people to get 
the money in." 

Faithfully, 
-NA.TIONAL SPmrruAL A.!!.SEMBLY 

An Emergency Policy 
for the Local Community 

The believers have discussed the 
Plan submitted by the National Spir
itual Assembly to provide funds suf
ficient to complete the Temple in
terior and maintain the essential 
work of the Faith. Each Baha'i is 
now aware of the drastic reductions 
made in the budget of many National 
Committees. 

The sum total of Baha'i contribu
tions made for local activities is no 
doubt an impressive figure in itself. 
How it compares with the annual 
amounts received for the National 
Fund cannot be estimated j as no one 
has before him all the local figures. 

However J the time has come for 
each local Assembly to examine its 
own schedule of expenses j and set 
up as its goal the elimination of ev· 
ery non-essential item---every i tern 
not sustaining a vi tal role in the life 
of the community. Economy is not 
reckless but wise curtailment of ex
pense, and there can be no wise cur
tailment until the Assembly has stud
ied the whole program of local ac· 
tivity . 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
does not feel that less teaching ef
fort is the answer to' our financial 
emergency. One. doesn't economize 
by sitting still for the sake of saving 
shoe leather, but by planning one's 
steps in advance so that each step 
is the best route to the highest goal. 

There can be mOTe teaching work 
than ever when individual believers 
realize that they can and. must teach 
daily as they live their normal per
sonal lives. Committees can re-sur-
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vey their objectives and strive to 
accomplish more results with less 
expenditure. 

The all.important matter is this: 
that every penny we put into Temple 
work now will redound to our local 
benefit a thousandfold. The com
pleted Temple, used for public wor
ship, is the greatest public relations 
project as well as teaching enter~ 
prise we could possibly have. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
feels that no local endowments 
should be set up at this time. Refer 
to the Guardian's words in "Chal
lenging Requirements." The Guar
dian has likewise advised one local 
Assembly not to maintain a building 
fund for a future local headquarter
ters. This is significant a s a matter 
of present emphasis. The day will 
come when scores of Baha'i" commu. 
nities will have attractive and even 
impressive centers, but we must pre
pare for that eventual blessing by 
doing our present tasks now. 

-NATIONAL SPIHlTUAL ASSEI\IIBLY 

Two Messages from Haifa 
Advise divert contributions for In. 

ternational Fund to Temple Fund 
and suspend World Order Magazine. 

(Signed) SlIOGBI' 
Cablegram received Feb. 26, 1949 

Advise suspend magazine next two 
years. Appeal on my behalf to sus
cribers in East and West to devote 
their subscription fee to Temple 
Fund. Owing to present- emergency 
such action would be highly merit
orious. 

(Signed) Saoom 
Cablegram received Feb. 28, 1949 

What Do. You Know? 
What eminent Negro BaMi 
visited and wrote about Haifa? 

See BaM'i World, Vol III, 
p. 280 

Do you know anything about the 
relation of the Bab to Islam? 

See BaM'i World, Vol. III, 
p.293 

How would you write the date 
April 21, 1930, in the Baha'i cal
endar, giving all details? 

See BaM'i World, Vol. III, 
p.139 

Who called the Temple a "Five 
Billion Carat Gem"? 

See BaM'i World, Vol. VI, 
p. 403 
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Delegates to Congress at Guatemala City, with Mrs. Dorothy Baker. center. 

Central and South American Congresses 
That a turn in the road has been Guardian was informed of this Plan 

taken by the Latin American believ- by cable and replied giving his ap
ers on their way to complete inde- proval. 
pendence, is shown by the reports The outstanding attainment of this 
received from the Congresses of both Congress~ Dorothy Baker thought, 
Central and South Aml'rica, The be- was the greater understanding which 
lievers have achieved a far greater the delegates acquired of -the Gnar
grasp of their responsibilities, to- dian and a tremendous deepening in 
gether with the determination to ful- their love for him. She was also 
fil them. The intense enthusiasm, much impressed by the maturity, 
devotion and joy which prevalied~ diligence, hard work and steadfast
made both Congresses memorable ness which they evinced. 
and extremely fruitful occasions. Dorothy Baker, in her report to 

"Supplicating Almighty's blessings the Inter-America Committee, gave 
deliberations, tt the Guardian cabled: as in her judgment the principal 
the Congress delegates at Guatemala factors for the smooth functioning 
City. UUrge attendants concentrate and splendid success of the Con
(on) methods designed (to) extend gress: a,) the thorough planning of 
scope (of) teaching, consolidate as- the National Teaching Committee for 
sembIies, deepen knowledge (of) Central America, b.) the highly ef
spiritual (and) administrative prin- ficient service of Natitlia Chavez, the 
ciples (of the) Faith, reinforce bonds general Congress Secretary, c.) the 
uniting Central American believers." fine and gentle leadership of the 

'·A special Congress committee chairman, Dr. David Escalante, and 
broke this-down into specific goals," d.) the arrangement whereby all the 
wrote Dorothy Baker, who was pres- delegates lived at the same hotel 
ent to represent the National Spiri- and had their m~als together at one 
tual Assembly and the Inter-America table. She also made special men
Committee, "and a new sense of col- tion of the splendid help contributed 
lective effort seemed to come." A by Gayle Woolson, who took her part 
Two-Year Plan was drawn up pro- almost as one of the Latins them
viding for 15 new assemblies by 1951, selves. 
with a minimum of 15 active mem- Represented at the Congress were 
bers in those already formed, and all of the countries of the Mid-Amer
the establishment. of deepening ican Territory, except Nicaragua and 
classes in all communities. The the Dominican Republic. 

Four large public meetings were 
held during the Congress, at which 
several prominent Guatemalans took 
part. Publicity secured in the local 
papers was excellent and three ra
dio programs were given over a local 
station. As a result, fifty persons in 
Guatemala City have signed cards 
declaring their desire to attend Ba
hit'i study classes. and Natalia Cha
vez is spending the month of Febru. 
ary in Guatemala to assist the local 
community in following up these con
tacts. 

After a day of rest, the four days 
of Congress sessions were followed 
by five days of School, whose courSes 
were designed to prepare those at
tending to teach and spread the 
cause. 

As yet, only one brief letter has 
been received from far-off Sao Paulo 
reporting on the Congress there. In 
it, Esteban Canales remarks that 
after the remendous activities of the 
Congress, he is very tired. Writes 

. Esteban: "The Congress has been 
a complete successt and this because 
of the wonderful spirit which reigned 
the vast work accomplished by the 
delegates, the assistance contributed 
by the marvelous Sao Paulo Com
munity, and especially the fine help 
which we received through the pres
ence of Mrs. Amelia Collins, Without 
a . doubt, the suc-;ess achieved by 
this Congress surpassed in every re
spect the previous Congresses, and 
the greater rna luri ty attained by the 
delegates privileged to attend the 
Congress of Sao Paulo has made this 
possible. The International School 
which followed was equally suc
cessful." 

Every country of South America 
wa s represented at the Congress and 
School sessions except Ecuador and 
Paraguay, 

From sao Paulo, Amelia Collins 
is going on to visit the communities 
of Rio de Janeiro, Montevideo, Bue
nos Aires t Santiago de Chile, Lima, 
Guayaquil, Quilu, Panama and Col
on, and will retum to this country 
early in March. 

-IN'l"E2t-AM!2tICAN COM:MITl"EE 

Around the Baha'i World 
THE BRITISH ISLES 

(From Baha'i Journal, published 
by NSA of British Isles) 

The story of the achievement of 
Assembly sta Ius in Edinburgh, the 
first Baha'i Assembly in Scotland, 
is fascinatingly told in the Novem-



ber J ouma!. Starting with its first 
acquaintance with the F ai th in 1911, 
carried to a full impact with its 
glory with the coming of 'Abdu'l
BaM himself to that city in 1913, 
its early contacts were glorious. In 
1926 many Baha'is sped there to help 
Martha Root in her presentation of 
the Faith in the World Esperanto 
Congress. These included such 
people as Lydia Zamenhof and Lady 
Blomfield. In 1946, Dr. M. Said, of 
Egypt, settled there and arranged 
fireside meetings at which David 
Hofman and Philip Hainsworth 
spoke. In 1946 Isobel Locke joined 
him. Together they made up a 
Baba'i Group and cabled the Guard
ian that a nucleus was being estab
lished, and received by cablegram 
assurance of his prayers for their 
teaching efforts. In April of that year 
John Marshall, a native Scot con
firmed by the Master in 1911, came 
as a pioneer from Birmingham, to 
devote what became the remaining 
months of his life to the service of 
the Cause in the land he loved. 

In June and July came Charles 
Mason Remey, Mrs. Marion Little, 
and Mildred Nichols to help with 
teaching. In October, two additional 
pioneers arrived, 

"It is impossible to recount ade
quately the magnificent assistance 
received from the many fine teach
ers who came in the following 
months or to describe the meetings 
and publicity that ensued. Suffice it 
to say that every possible opportun
ity was utilized for the promulgation 
of the faith. . ." 

In April the Edinburgh Spiritual 
Assembly was constituted, its num
ber being blessed with five· Scottish 
believers. " 

"Had he been with us there at 
Eastwood Grange; our Summer 
School home, nestied on the rolling, 
grassy slopes of Derbyshire's beau
tiful Amer Valley. our Guardian~s 
heart would surely have rejoiced to 
see with what earnest endeavour the 
friends, adults and youth alike, total
ing 142 in all, carried into effect-the 
distinctive curriculum formulated by 
the Summer School Committee and 
lived in the .true spirit of Baha'i 
C;ommunity life." 

During this summer school a new 
method of study was introduced. 
This was the "workshop" method, 
in which leaders, appointed by the 
summer School Committee, every 
week helped their fellow workers in 
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groups of from 6 to 15. to study, 
discuss, and compile a report on one 
of some specially selected subjects. 
This type of study was pronounced 
as' very valuable at the evaluation 
session held at the close of the Sum
mer School. 

HCharles Mason Remey, 50 years 
a Baha'i, our honoured guest from 
America, had graciously opened this 
year's session during the initial 
Unity Feast. The radiant joy that 
had been engendered on that occas
ion shone, still, from all faces, as 
we gathered together on that final 
evening for the closing Unity Feast
fathered to praise and give thanks to 
God, to pay homage to our Summer 
School Committee for their tireless 
la bours on our behalf, to express our 
gratitude to our hosts, to bid fare
well to our many visitors from 
abroad, and to drink deeply for the 
last time of the pure elixir of spirit 
which pervaded that spot and which 
was to sustain us as we wended our 
way back to all parts of England, 
to Ireland, Scotland and Wales, to 
Assemblies and Goal Towns
wended our way home to the work of 
building the Kingdom of God in these 
Isles. " 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

(From the Baha'i News Bulletin) 
Gifts of two properties have been 

received by the NSA, from believers. 
Both are situated at Yerrinbool. One 
is a building site which will be used 
as a Community Center for the Yer
rinbaol Assembly. The other is a 
large area which will be con
solidated with the "Bolton Place" so 
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that the combined properties ulti
mately will become the school. 

Mother Dunn has recently been 
able to take several _short teaching 
trips. One was to Wollongong and 
one to Hobart, where 70 people in all 
were present at the meetings. "The 
meetings were happy gatherings and 
the true Baha'i spirit prevailed-. 
There was lively discussion and 
great interest shown." 
CANADA 

(From Canadian Baha'i News) 
"Upwards of thirty-four happy peo

ple bulged the Beaulac accommoda
tion for the week between Christmas 
and New Years t during the second of 
the now famous winter ski sessions 
of the Laurentian BaM.' i School, l0-
cated in the heart of the Laurentian 
Motmtains. 

Paul Richardson, a 20 year old 
friend of the Baha'i-s, writes from 
Toronto: UNo better examp~e of the 
Spirit of Baha'u'llah, transplanted 
into the souls of everyone, could be 
found, than that which bubbled out 
of everyone attending the school at 
Beaulac. I feel certain that every
one who attended Beaulac must in 
some way feel thankful and privi
leged, to have had a preview of the 
world yet to come. Beaulac is a won
derful example of the Baba'i princi
ple of balance, for although there 
was plenty of good clean fun, there 
was always the ever-present feeling 
of the closeness of God. The daily 
schedule at Beaulac during the win
ter session was opened with morning 
devotions. It was unique in the 
classes that the students themselves 

Delegates to Congress in Sao Pa.lo. Brazil. with Mrs. Amelia CollinS'. third from 
lett. back row. 
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gave the talks, thus learning while 
teaching others. After class was dis· 
missed, everybody moved outdoors 
to be taught the fundamentals of 
skiing under a capable instructor. 
After sleeping off our delicious din
ner, prepared by Madame Pelletier, 
we again assembled to study Toyn
bee's HCivilization on Trial" in re
lation to the Bahit'i Faith. After sup
per, class was called for Work-shop 
sessions, in which we learned and 
discussed interesting and helpful 
subjects pertaining to the Bahil'i 
Faith. The evenings ended with long 
walks, dancing, and discussions." 
'!he Beaulac crowd gathered from 
such divers places as Moncton, N.B.; 
Flint, Mich.; New York City; Mon
treal; Toronto; Hamilton, Ont.; Scar
boro, Ont.; St. Lamberg, P.Q.; No
randa, P.Q.; Ottawa. Ont;. and one 
fellow recently arrived from Nor
way. 

The Baha'i Faith in India 
The Modern Review, a monthly 

magazine published in Calcutta, has 
a section devoted to excerpts chosen 
from articles published in magazines 
of America and England. This sec
tion over a period of ten years or 
more has several times quoted from 
World Order magazine. 

The latest reference, in their issue 
of January, 1948, reprints the article 
by Shirin Fozdar on the Baha'i Faith 
in India, published in World Order 
of August, 1947. 

His article sketches the decay and 
falling of the old barriers in India 
and how people are looking for 
something new and revivifying to 
tum to, which, as he points out. 
is the Baha'i Faith. 

The Home Front 
Yonkers, N.Y. 

An RTC conference was held here 
January 16 for Conn. and Eastern 
N. Y. ID. speaking on the theme of 
the conference, "How Can A Goal 
City Succeed," Charles Behrens sug· 
gested personalizing our contacts by 
writing and teiephoning a few days 
before firesides; to live the life, since 
we are publicity agents ot the Faith; 
realize we are not running firesides 
for Baha'is, but if they desire to 
come, their price of admisSion is one 
non-Baha'i; give the speaker of the 
evening full charge of the meeting, 
and ask the Baha'is in attendance 
not to differ with his remarks so 
that complete harmony will result. 
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Convention Notices 
NON·DELEGATES 

In making drastic reductions of the budgets in accordance with the 
Guardian's specific directions,- the National Spiritual Assembly ex
plored every possibility of effecting legitimate economies in the general 
work of the American Baha'i community. 

One suggestion advanced to the friends is that non·delegates, who 
under ordinary circumstances might travel some little distance in 
order to attend the Convention, might this year devote their travel and 
hotel budget to the needs of the National Fund. 

The more sacrifice each Baha'i makes, the more assured the suc
cess of our glorious mission. 
HOUSING 

The Committee on Convention Housing recommends that Baha'is 
who want to stay at a hotel during the Convention make their reserva
tions now. To avoid housing duplications, write directly to the hotel. In 
your letter, include (1) the time of your arrival, (2) the dates you 
expect to stay, and (3) a deposit for your room. Your reservation will 
be held until 6 p.m., unless you notify the hotel of a later arrival. 
Friends who plan to stay only a da.y or two aTe also requested to secure 
hotel reseTvations. 

Arrangements have been made with the following Evanston hotels 
to set aside a limited number of rooms for Convention reservations 
(To assure yourseif of a r09m, WRITE FOR YOUR RESERVATION 
TODAY!): 
ORRINGTON, 1710 Orrington (Rates: about $4 a person, single or twin 

rooms). 
NORTH SHORE, 1611 Chicago avenue (Rates: same as Orrington). 
EVANSTON, 840 Forest (Rates: $2.75-$3.50 a person). 
HOUSING RESERVATIONS -

Reservations in private homes will be made as long as lists are 
available. Those Baha'is assigned to private homes are requested to 
send a deposit to the hostess. For housing reservations t write: 

Mrs. Mineola Hannen, 1416 Lee Street 
Evanston, illinoist GReenleaf 5-2581 

BAHA'iS ONLY 
The believers are requested not to bring .to the Convention any non

Baha'is t no matter how close to the Faith they may be. Only delegates 
and recognized enrolled believers will be admitted to the Convention 
session. 

Delegates to the Annual Convention deal with issues and plans of 
far-reaching importance. Theutmost concentration is required. This is 
the reason for limiting attendance at the sessions to Baha'is only. 

The Public Baha'i Congress and the RiQ.vim Feast are open to 
attendance by interested friends. 

--CONVENTION AlmANGEMENTS ·ClMMIT'I'EE 

Providence, R.I. 
At the meeting for united worship 

of the Inter-Faith Groups on Feb. 
. 13, Clarence Newport has be.en asked 
to-give the invocation. He has chosen 
the UPrayer for All Nations," which 

. will be printed on the programs. The 
last meeting of Jan. 16 called fe>rth 
a goodly response. Around 2OOpeo
pie, colored, white, Jewish, Baha'i 
and others, enjoyed a service of wor
ship together at Pond Street Baptist 
Church. A social hour followed and 
refreshments were served.· These 
meetings are planned for once a 
month and" everyone is welcome. A 
quotation from "Hidden Words " was 
read among other scriptures. 

Kihei, Maw, T.H. 
The L.S.A. of the County of Maw 

reports that starting Feb. 2 they are 
being given 15 minutes free radio 
time once a month over KMVI their 
local station. Mrs. Mcalister will con
duct this program, using "World Re
construction" as her subject. 

Two book displays were arranged, 
one in the Maw Book Store of Wai
luku, and the other in the Mani 
County Library as advance publicity 
for a public meeting Jan. 21 in the 
Baldwin High School in Wailuku. 
"Religion and the Problems of To
day" was the subject of Dr. John 
Cornell of the Honolulu community 



Philadelphia, Pa. 
In celebration of National Freedom 

Day a program, attended by 1500 
people, was held in the Academy of 
Music, Sunday, Jan. 30, with Elsie 
Austin invited to be the main speak
er. She was seated on the platform 
beside the Mayor of the city. 

Miss Austin in speaking, men
tioned 'Abdu'l-Baha's visit to Phila
delphia when He came to America 
and she read a portion of "The Des: 
tiny of America" evoking in the au~ 
dience the silence- of great attention . 

. Asking the question, what does Free
dom mean to us, she said, is it in
ertia--doing nothing since we are 
free. or is it the other extreme, li
cense to do anything we please? 
Freedom means the power and- ca
pacity to ACT-t() achieve-to attain 
something-freedom ha rnessed to a 
purpose. We should use Freedom 
with a sense of trust and responsibil
ity. 

Chingo, III. 
On Jan. 11, the Temple guide class 

at the Matthisen home received a 
surprise visit from Miss Margaret 
Swengel, home for a short stay from 
Puerto Rico. where she is pioneering 
with Dr. Edris Riee-Wray. In rela
ting her teaching experiences she re
marked· that her training and experi
ence as a Temple guide were inval
uable. The first meeting they held 
in Puerto .Rico was an imaginary 
t()ur of the Temple, aided by a large 
photograph ()f it. Miss Swengel 
teaches English as a foreign lan
guage at the University of San Juan 
and spends her free time teaching 
the Baha'i Faith. 

Butte, Mont. 
Despite the extreme cold weather 

peculiar to the Rockies this winter 
as it was to Europe last year and 
which has been heralded to the world 
in death and suffering, Butte, in the 
heart of these mountains managed 
t() hold two public. meetings. One 
was devoted to the theme, "Are Men 
Immortal" with George Miller hand
ling the subject excellently. The 
()ther was "Modern Man and Relig
ion, n ably developed by our Baha'i, 
Leo Kottas, an attorney of Helena. 
Seven new frlends were attracted 
to the meetings besides the contin
uing number of friendly contacts al
ready made. ' 
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Photo'taken in Rome, It.a-ly, a.fter a meef~-.. held by Ra.ffi MoUabedeh on Dec :If 
l~ . - . , 

Europeau Believers Now Number 147 
. Because ()f the necessity of her 

returning to the United States t() take 
care of her aging parents, Etty Grae
fie, is sailing -from Holland in mid
April. She has been replaced as the 
Committee's representative in Ge
neva by Honor Kempton who is al· 
ready ather post and well started 
in her new work. In the intervening 
weeks until her departure Mrs. 
Graeffe is rendering a signal service 
as pioneer in Luxembourg where 
she is able to speak to the close 
contacts in both of the native lan
guages, French and German. The 
work in Luxembourg, one of the 
E.T.C.'s goal cities for' this year, 
has been greatly aided by a visit 
from Lucienne Migette of Paris and 
by the holding of a Conference of 
the French Translating' Committee, 
in this Center .. Several public talks 
were given by Lea Nys of Brussels 
and Etty Graeffe and a number of 
small informal occasions created for 
the visiting Baha'is to meet the var
ious interested contacts. 

Although the Guardian in the 
"Challenging Requirements" implies 
that extension teachin'g would come 
rather towards the end of the Second 
Seven Year Plan, in his message 
to the Geneva Conference he gave 
the newly established Assemblies as 
one of their immediate goals the be-

gipning of this important phase of 
the European Teaching project. Tbe 
Committee is very happy to report 
that in several of the goal countries 
systematic extension work has al· 
ready been initiated. In Switzerland, 
regular extension teaching has been 
developed under the auspices of the 
Bern Assembly, in Zurich, Wolfhal
den and now through the recent ac
ceptance of the Faith by a resident 
of Basel, in this important city. In 
Italy, regular extension work has 
been established under the auspices 
of the Rome Assembly in both Na
ples and Florence. M()st recently ex
tension teaching has been started by 
Virginia Orbison and Marion Little 
with the valuable assistance of an 
outstanding native Baha'i. 

In a letter to the C()mmittee, De
cember 18, as well as in a very re
cent cable, the Guardian has asked 
the European Teaching Committee 
to arrange for a Teaching Confer
ence during the summer months in 
one of the goal countries other than 
Switzerland. The Committee is there
fore planning to hold this Conference 
in Brussels over one of the week
ends in August. The newly declared 
believers in all of the goal countries 
now number 147. 

-'-EUROPEAN TEAcHlNG CDMMlT"l"IZ 
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Our Covenant with 'Ahdu'l-Baha 
(Stenographic notes of a talk given 
by Mr. Horace Holley. at the Los 
Angeles Baha'i Center, October 23, 
1948. Puhlished at the request of the 
Area NTC for the Western States 
and the Local Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of San Franoe::isco.) 

The human race is immersed in 
the ocean of the spirit. Baha,'u'llah is 
universal, and He _ has surrounded 
humanity with all the blessings of 
the Day of God. You and I are aware 
of the fact that we are immersed in 
the ocean of the spirit, but the ma
jority of the people are not. yet 
aware, and when we are not aware 
ofthe spirit.that surrounds and pene
trates us, and tries to act upon a 
reluctant heart and a mind that is 
full of the shadows of the past, the 
individual encased in this una ware
ness is fearful of' the spirit because 
the spirit, to him, is something that 
threatens what he thinks is the basis 
of his human personality. It is as 
though he were constantly being 
threatened by death-not physical 
death-but the extinction of what he 
considers to be his security. Those 
who are aware of the spirit, and 
know it can do nothing but bless 
those who become aware of it. have 
laid upon themselves the mission of 
the ages, to remove the obstacles 
from human personality which shut 
people out from the Spirit of Bah"
'u'llith. 

In this great Day of God there is 
no one way to free all souls. The 
number of ways which are necessary 
to learn is exactly the Dumber of 
the Baha'is themselves, which 
means that every Baha'i has a mis
sio~ and if any of us fail to do our 
part in the quickening of souls. it 
means we have left certain people in 
the prison of their human personal
ity, because we have thrown away 
the keys that would open the doors 
and make them Baha'is. 

When Baha'is meet together-and 
they always meet, whatever the in
tention of the program-they meet 
on three levels of experience. Baha'is 
meet - but other people in a 
room or gathering do not meet be
cause the meeting of human beings 
today IS only possible on the basis 
of the worship of the One True God. 
It is in-the world of Prayer and De
votion that human beings meet. 
Otherwis-e they encounter one an
other, and make some kind of a par-

hal impression, but they really do 
not meet. Baha'is meet on the level 
of prayer and devotion, and there
fore it is a true meeting. Baha'is 
meet also on the level of consuIta~ 
tiqn~ because we are all not merely 
interested in the activities of the 
Faith, but each of us is charged with 
his -particular concern. Finally t we 
meet in the spirit of a.ction, because 
n() matter how illumined we feel we 
are, or how pleased: we are With the 
beauty of the Teachings, if we do 
not give them action, the spirit does 
not flow through us, and that por
tion of the spirit which has entered 
us becomes stagnant, and the Holy 
Spirit itself can be our doom if it is 
not always renewed. This is a mysti
cal experience, the meeting of 
Baha'is on the three great levels of 
human experience. 

Since entering this hall, it has been 
close to my heart to try and speak 
of a certain attitude of the creative 
nature of this Faith, and I turn my 
heart to the time when Baha'u'llah., 
in the flesh, manifested the bounty 
of God, Bahit.'u'll.m came to conneM 
man with God. He delivered His 
message to mankind whether He was 
in meditation in the prison, or 
whether He was speaking to those 
with whom He walked in the gare 
den, or by the bank of the river, or 
whether He was revealing a Tablet 
to an individmil Baha'i or O1).e of the 
kings of the earth. Bahil 'u 'llilh was 
addressing Mankind, but theTe was 
no mankind to hear. There were the 
people of Persia, but they were not 
umankind"; they were a race, or a 
nation. There were the people of 
'Iraq, and Turkey, but they did not 
constitute "'mankind". They were 
separated from mankind, and there
fore we have this illimitable mystery 
of God's comprehension of the hu
man race and speaking with the ut
terance of the Infinite to mankind 
before mankind had become one be
ing. 

Now a message from God must be 
delivered, an4 there was no man
kind to hear this message. There
fore, God gave the world 'Abdu'l
Bah... 'Abdu'l-Bahi! received the 
message of Baha 'u'llah on behalf of 
the human race. He heard the voice 
of God; He was inspired by the 
spirit; He attained complete con
sciousness and awareness of the 
meaning of this message, and He 

pledged the human race to respond 
to the voice of God. My friends, to 
me that is the Covenant-that there 
was on this earth some one who 
could be a representative of an as 
yet uncrea ted race. There were only 
tribes, families, creeds, classes, etc., 
but there was no man except 'Ab
du'l-Baha, and 'Abdu'l-Baha, as 
man, took to Himself the message of 
Baha 'u 'llah and promised God that 
He would bring the people into the 
oneness of mankind, and create a 
humanity that could be the vehicle 
for the laws of God. It is because 
'Abdu'l-Baha was 'Abdu'l-Bahi>., and 
because He could be this Hearing 
Ear, this Answering Heart, this Con
secrated Will, that an Eternal Cove
nant was made, and because of 'Ab
du'l-Baha, you and I are here as 
Baha'is. You and I are here as parts 
of the Mankind that has to be, be
cause t;nan is not man until he is 
imbued with the qualities and life 
of" the Merciful, and there is no hu
manity until this one Spirit of Truth, 
and the guidance ()f the Divine Will, 
enters into the consciousness of all 
human beings to such an extent that 
each individual is not only drawn 
nearer- to- God, but he becomes one 
with all other men. 

This process has begun. 'Abdu'l
Bah.. came to this very city in pur
suance of His sacred mission to cre
ate the soul and mind of man, and 
you who are here are the servants 
of the Divine Covenant. When 'Ab
du'l-Bah" left this earth He laid upon 
the Baha'is the mission of fulfilling 
His promise to God, and He did not 
charge us with anything beyond the 
capacitY of faith. He charged us 
with something that is impossible 
without faith; something that could 
not be attained, or something if at
tempted could not be carried out by 
division and fear, but gave to us the 
capacity to fuIfill the promise He 
made to Baha'u'llith, and He told us 
the way to enter int() this capacity 
is to serve. 

'Abdu'l-Bahil never turned to any 
Baha'i and said, "My son, or daugh .. 
ter, I. want you to study fifty-eight 
volumes of psychology, ()r thirty
three volumes of history and 
science. I, He said:' 'I charge you to 
serve-to be active. U And with every 
step . you take on the path of the 
Covenant, the qualitles you need 
will be given you. 

Faith is the basic characteristic 
of the Baha'i in that it is not "I" nor 



"you" but that it is the Faith we 
have in God through the Covenant 
that will give us the capacity to dci 
the thing that is impossible, so that 
the unlettered Baha'i can be a serv
ant of God to a degree that the great
est ecclesiastical dignitary on earth 
does not possess. 

It seems to me that we have to 
continually draw back into that ex
perience of the mysterious meeting 
with jAbdu-l-Baha and the renewal 
of the Covenant, because I know, 
perhaps as well as anyone here, the 
feeling of utter incapacity, of com
plete discouragement and bewilder
ment that overtakes the souls of men 
if for even a moment they turn away 
from the Covenant. We are given 
that which is impossible for human 
beings to do, but not that which is 
impossible for faith, and we will 
not be measured in the Kingdom in 
accordance with any human stand· 
ard of failure or success, but I think 
the Master will face each one of us 
as we walk over the threshold into· 
the other side of the wall, and He 
will just simply ask one question: 
"Did you help Me fulfill My promise 
to Almighty God?" 

Now that is something that shollld 
raise us up out of the very guller of 
discouragement, from the feeling of 
personal inadequacy, and charge us 
with a conviction that despite our
selves, we are qualified to serve if 
we serve, but that no matter what 
remarkable human qualities we may 
have, if we do not serve, we will lose 
them, one by one. 

You and I are members of a World 
Faith, and from day to day that 
World Faith is growing more and 
more potent and decisive in the d-es
tiny of the human race. 0, if we 
could but increase our service--do 
things-daTe things! Is there a man 
with. whom we are seated on a 
train? Is there some one we meet in 
the normal, daily experiences of life? 
We have been too hesitant. I do not 
mean we can assail another soul, 

I wonder if it ;vould not be a good 
teaching technique for the individual 
BaM'i to begin to figure two or three 
very simple questions a bout world. 
conditions, or about certain spiritual 
attitudes reflected by the present, 
with a view to testing the response 
from the individual we meet for the 
first :time? Try such questions out. 
We are making an effort to contact 
the inneT man. If we do that and 
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fail nine or ninety-nine times, do not 
let us be discouraged, because our 
one task is to learn how to meet the 
inner spirit of the people, and not 
just revolve around and around their 
outer personality. The person in this 
room who may feel the lea st quaIi
tied, may prove to be, on the actual 
field of service, the most brilliant 
and successful exponent of the power 
of the Covenant. The only Baha'i 
who need really worry is the Baha'i 
who is vain-not the Baha'i 'Who is 
humble. But humility can be a 
screen if we use it as a reason for 
not serving, so remember the di
viding line is not how much we lmow 
-not how many books we have stud
ied-but whether we passed from in
action to action, because we are 
pledged to serve, and 'Abdu'l-Baha 
has pledged to serve us if we serve 
Him. 

We are just about to begin Con
structing the interior ornamentation 
of the Temple, and we know the 
Guardian has said this is the holi
est Baha'i House of Worship that will 
ever be constructed in this world, 
because- it was blessed by the Cove
nant. Now it was a great achieve
ment to lay the foundation; a great 
achievement . to' raise the super
structure; a tremendous achieve
ment to apply the exterior ornamen
tation, but the building is still only 
an empty shell,-it is not yet the 
Voice of the Holy Spirit. Not until 
the interior is completed and the 
public meetings begin-the doors 
thrown open to seeking souls-will 
the Master's assurance about that 
Temple appear in its fullness, be
cause the meetings conducted in that 
Temple will revolutionize religion on 
this continent. 

When we asked the Guardian to 
give us a clearer picture than what 
we have of the meetings to be held 
in the Temple, he said: HOnly :r;oead
ings from the Holy Books." Now, he 
did not say read only the words of 
the Bab, Baha 'u'llah, and 'Abdu'l
BaM. We can read words of all the 
Manifestations of God, but we can
not read anything else. Furthermore, 
the Guardian said even a non-Baha'i 
can be invited to be ODe of the 
readers. 

Let us visualize a public meeting 
conducted in the Temple, which 
seats about 1,650 persons. An indivi
dual who enters and stands under 
the central dome will see something 

11 

that is not on the exterior.,--he will 
see color. There is a different feel
ing in the interior than the exterior 
because the interior is the shell in 
which the mystery of worship will 
be conducted. This non-Baha'i will 
lind a place to sit and will remain 
through the service. Supposing he is 
a Jew. He will hear the words of 
Moses read with the greatest rever
ence. "Ah!" he will say, "This is of 
the essence of my ancestral faith." 
A few moments later he will hear a 
reading from the New Testament, 
and he will say, "ApparenUy this 
religion is not only my ancestral 
faith, but others· also." Next to him 
a Christian, after rejoicing that the 
Baha'is have proven their religion 
by reading from the New Testament, 
will listen to the words of MuI;tam
mad. And while this Jew and Chris
tian, seated side by side, are still 
indulging in a certain awareness or 
perplexity, they will then hear the 
words of the Bab and Baba.'u'llah. 
That experience is going to be in
finitely more potent than our outer 
teaching word can ever be, because 
they are listening to the Voice of 
God, and that experience, when they 
stop to reflect upon it, will not ouly 
demonstrate to them that on earth 
there is a religion which does not de
scend below the level of the 
Prophet, but they will then become 
aware of the fact that those who 
serve this ministry are just ordinary 
human beings. There isn't a clergy
man, nor a rabbi, Dor a Moslem 
priest, nor a Bishop among them. 
And the words they hear will be 
words applied to life, and will not be 
encased in a husk of theological ab
straction. It is the flower from the 
seed of Truth-the fruit. 

Through the heart of this Covenant 
there is a power being genera ted 
now by our devotion to the Temple, 
that, God willing, will be sufficient 
to hold back the forces of evil re
leased in our age, and demonstrate 
the victory of the Army of the Al
mighty. 

Now religion to a childish soul is 
a . joy-a personal j oy-but religion 
to an adlllt has to be more than a 
personal joy. It has to be a contribu
tion to the great Illtimate baWe be
tween lightness and darkness on 
earth. Why is the world so filled with 
destructive ideas-ideas that make 
human beings cruel-that bliDd them 
to every human consideration-that 
dehumanize them? Because this is 
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the time of the last great struggle 
between lightness and darkness, and 
you and I, with every penny that 
we can sacrifice to send to the treas~ 
urer, will help that construction 
fund; will produce the outer expres
sion of the potency of the Spirit, 
which the Spirit needs before it will 
free its force. Otherwis.e we could all 
sit down and dream, if the Spirit did 
our work for us. But the sacrifice of 
completing the Temple discharges 
our obligation to. the Covenant, and 
therefore the Holy Spirit can become 
vocalized in a way that is a udi ble to 
other human beings, We know of 
many instances - but what are 
words? You cannot throw a net and 
raise up the running water---:you can- . 
not use words that really contain the 
essence of anything, but it is because 
our hearts meet, as Baha'is that 
something happens, and it is bet
ter to forget everything any Baha'i 
may say if we can recall the spirit of 
meeting of the hearts. 

You have a particular and magni
ficent opportunity. You live in one 
of the great metropolitan areas of 
the human race. Where is the metro
polis of London today? It is spiritn
ally helpless. And Berlin? Paris? 
Where are they all? Darkness has 
overtaken them and they cannot con
vey the Voice of God. You not only 
live in one of the great vital free 
metropolitan centers where you still 
are able to decide whether you will 
go down or up, day by day, but you 
live also in the state which 'Abdu'l
Baba said would be the first civil 
embodiment of the Faith Of Baha
'u'Uah on this continent. What has 
happened to me in making this visit 
here is_ the realization that you are 
not too far from that great event. 
That is, we cannot say it is far or it 
is near; because there is a time for 
everyth.fug, but it is near enough to 
quicken and enlarge our hopes; not 
just something written in a book in 
1~12. It is an actual social situation. 
You are on the fringes of that social 
situation and it is unfolding and, can 
only unfold as the Master foretold 
thirty-six years a go. 

Forgive me if I have spoken too 
much, but really, my friends, all I 
wanted to say is if we could just 
open our hearts to the love and spirit 
of the Faith, and realize that when 
the Guardian gives us terrible jobs 
he is b'nly measuring how much 
higher we have to grow, and can 
grow~ If you want to make a man a 
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dwarf you give him a succession of 
easier and easier tasks, and eventu
ally he will crawl on the ground, his 
task will be so small. But the Guard
ian does not make us dwarfs. He 
puts the task up so high we break 
our necks trying to touch it, He 
wants us to be giants of the spiritual 
world. 

• • • 
"I Recommend This Faith" 

(A letter sent to 250 members of 
The Theosophical Society in the 
State of Florida. Mr. Algeo was their 
State President.) 
My Beloved Friends, 

Aristotle once said, 'IAU men 
desire by nature to know." This is 
no less true today than it was over 
two thousand years ago. 

The history of man's progress has 
been one of a continual search. Man, 
as he has trodden the path of exis· 
tence, has had his way illumined 
and brightened by great lights along 
the way-we call these lights the 
Prophets, or the War ld Teachers, or 
the Manifestations of God. We all 
know something of them. Moses, 
Buddha, Jesus, Mohammed are 
exalted orbs of brightness among the 
lights which flood our human road 
with understanding, wisdom and 
love. 

In the immediate past many 
people, recognizing the darkness of 
this world, have looked for the com
ing of a new World Teacher, a new 
Manifestation of God for our own 
era. All religions carry prophecies 
of Him; witness the second coming 
of Christ, the advent of the Messiah, 
the reappearnace of the 12th Iman 
among the Moslems, the new mani
festation of Vishnu among the Hin
dus. One could point out innum
erable accounts of this kind. Indeed 
it has been said that every religion 
has a legend of the appearance of a 
Great Teacher who is to come as 
"The Spirit of Truth" to lead His 
followers "unto all Truth". 

It is my firm conviction that this 
Great One, this Emissary from God 
has already appeared among men. I 
have been led to -this conclusion by 
a careful investigation of the claims, 
or rather the simple assertions made 
by an individual who lived in the 
Near East from 1817 to 1892; and 
who is known by the title of BaM.
'u'llab, i.e. "The Glory of God," 

Naturally I have no choice, no 
other way to tread, but to declare 

myself a believer in Him and 
attempt, in my feeble manner, to 
follow Him and the Cause of which 
He is the Author. This, then, may be 
considered my formal and official 
resignation both from the Presidency 
of the Florida Federation and from 
membership in the Theosophical 
Society. 

I shall always count each and 
everyone of you as my dear ~d 
personal friend; I hope that you may 
do the same. I shall always feel for 
the Society a deep and lasting affec
tion. When the moth flies from the 
candle to the floodlight it does not 
cease to love the candle. The true 
object of its devotion is the light and 
it naturally gravitates to the great
est source of that light. 

I do not presume to suppose that 
the teachings of The Theosophical 
Society are false--on the other hand, 
I am positive that the majority of 
them are true. I believe that the 
Society is founded on truth. But it 
appears to me that it~ teachings are 
like a great painting-a masterpiece 
of Di Vinci or a Madonna of Raph
ael which has been left unfinished 
by the Master-Artist and to which 
inferior painters, you and I, have 
come to attempt, in our faltering, 
fallible; human way to complete. 
The blotches which we have caused 
to appear on the painting are not 
really our fault (we were only 
unskilled in handling the brush) and 
most certainly they are not the fault 
of the original Painter, the DiVinci 
or the Raphael. 

Now I have been given the grace 
to catch sight of another painting, 
also by Di Vinci or Raphael, but 
this one is not incomplete, unfin
ished. This painting stands forth as 
a visible hymn of praise to the 
Painter. It is complete, perfect, com
prehensive, all-embracm.g. 

I am confident that all of you rec
ognize my reason for informing you 
of my resignation in this manner ~ If 
r did not make the attempt to share 
with you this "pearl of great price" 
(to gain which what man would not 
do as .the merchant who "went and 
sold all that he had and bought it.") 
I should be fulfilling neither my duty 
toward you nor . toward myself. 

I recommend this Faith, this 
Cause to you and to all men; were 
it not so I would not recommend it 
to myself. 

Sincerely and lovingly 
JOHN ALGm 



Legality of Balui'i Marriages 
(A Bulletin issued by the NSA July, 

1942, and revised June, 1948) 
The National Spiritual Assemb1y 

wishes to remind the members of 
local Assemblies of their 0 bliga tion 
to take the necessary steps to invest 
the Assembly with legal power to 
conduct a marriage service for 
Baha'is. The following information 
is therefore provided for special con
sideration by incorporated Assem
blies. 

In July, 1940, the NSA issued a 
statement prepared by the Spiritual 
Assembly of Chicago, and that state
ment is dupilcated as follows: 

. 1. The local SpIritual Assembly 
seeking to legalize its function must 
be incorporated under the laws of its 
State. 

2. Application must be made to the 
local Marriage License Bureau sup
plying the Bureau with the number 
of articles of incorporation in order 
that its authenticity may be veri
fied. (In the State of illinois the law 
states that any in'corporated religious 
body? not having a professional 
clergy, has the right to perform mar
riage ceremonies, but the law speci
fies that the ceremony must be per
formed by either the President or 
Secretary 0 ftbe governing body. As 
you know, the Guardian has desig
nated the Chairman of the local As
sembly to be the equivalent to the 
office of. President in other bodies.) 

It is most important that each local 
Spiritual AssembJy be sure that 
every requirement of the State in 
which it is located be complied with. 
In the State of Illinois this means 
that the prospetcive bride and groom 
comply with the requirements of the 
State in regard to the health exam
ination and the securing of a sworn 
statement certifying to their freedom 
from social disease. 

According to Baha'i Marriage Law 
the written consent of both sets of 
parents must be presented to the 
local Assembly before the marriage 
ceremony is performed. A form re
porting teh marriage must be filed 
with the proper State ed·partment. 
The "Certificate of Baha'! Marriage" 
can be used. 

The above is amplified with ex
cerpts fro mletters of the Guardian 
on this subject. 

"As you have rightly stated, such 
a marriage (Le. Baha'i mariage) is 
condi lioned upon the full approval 
at all four parents, ? , as Baha 'u'llah 
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has stated that the consent of the 
parents of both parties is required 
in order to promote unity and avoid 
friction, and as the Aqdas does not 
specify any exceptions to this rule, 
the Guardian feels that under all 
circumstances the consent of teh par
ents of both parties is required."
Bahci'i Procedure, p. 7 Second Ed. 
(Other words in the same instruction 
make it dear that the consent of 
the parents of a non-Baha'i entering 
into a Baha'i marriage ceremony is 
required in the same mannr as that 
of th parents of a believer.) 

"He would certainly approve that 
all incorporated local Assemblies 
make similar representationh to 
their respective civil Marriage Bur
eaus for the legal recognition of 
Baha'i marriage cere-monies. In the 
performance of a Bahia!i marriage, 
the chairman and secretary of the 
local Assembly should act as its 
representatives. The ceremony itself 
must be very simple." 

"With reference to the matter of 
the consent of the parents to a Baha'i 
marriage: as this is a binding ob
ligation, it is the duty of the Assem
blies to ascertain, before giving their 
sanction, that the consent obtained 
has been given freely by the parents 
themselves." 

"There is no objection to perform
ing a Baha'i marriage for- two non
Baha'is, if they desire to have our 
simple ceremony. This, on the co& 
tra ry, is yet another way of demon~ 
strating our liberality." 

"Baha'u'llah has clearly stated the 
consent ~ all living parents is re
quired Jor a Baha'i marriage. This 
applies whether the parents are 
Baha'is or non-Baha'is, aivorced for 
years ,or not. This great law He has 
laid down to strengthen the social 
fabric, to knit closer the ties of the 
home, to place a certain gratitude 
and respect in the hearts of children 
for those who ha ve given them life 
and sent their souls out on the eternal 
jiurney toward their Creator. We 
Baha'is must realize that in present
day society the exact opposite pro
cess is taking place: young people 
care less and l~ss for their parents' 
wishes, divorce is considered a nat
ural right, and obtained on the flim
siest and most unwarrantable and 
shabby pretexts. People separated 
from each other, especially if one 
of them has had full custody of the 
children, are only too willing to be
little the importance of the partner 
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in marriage also responSible- as a 
parent for bringing those children 
into this world. The Baha'is must 
through rigid adherence to the Baha 'f 
laws and teachings, .combat those 
corrosive forces which are so rapidly 
destroying home life and the beauty 
of family relationships, adn tearing 
down the moral structure of so-
ciety ." 

Now concerning the manner in 
which Baha'i marriage is conducted. 
In es~ence~ a Baha'i marriage is a 
relationship estabJihhed by the two 
parties themselves. Under the law of 
Bahit'u'llah, the Baha'i representa
tives present are necessary as wit
nesses to the marriage, but, wilike 
the marriage rite of the church they 
do not create or give the marriage 
to the bride and groom. 

'Ibis is made clear by these words 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha: 

"The Baha'i betrothal is the per
fect agreement and entire consent of 
both parties. They must show forth 
the utmost attention and become in
formed of one another's character. 
The firm covenant between them 
must becom.e an eternal binding, and 
their intentions must be everlasting 
affinity, friendship, unily and life. 

"The bridegroom must, before the 
bridesman and a few others, say: 
'Verily, we are content with the Will 
of God,' and the bride must rejoin: 
'Verily we are satisfied with the 
Desire of God.'!t (The Guardian has 
approved a new translation of this 
passage. The bridegroom and the 
bride both say: "We will all, verily~ 
abide by the Will of God.") 

,jThe mariage of Baha'is means 
that the man and woman must be
come spiritually and physically 
united, so that they may have eternal 
unity throughout ali the divine 
worlds, and improve the spiritual life 
of each other. This is Baba'i matri
mony." - Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
Vo!' II, p. 325, cited in Balui'u'll<ih 
and the New Era pp. 215, 216. 

The Baha'i teachings do not in
dicate that the reading of any so
called "Marriage Tablet" is a re
quired part. of the actual ceremony ~ 
The Tablets of Bahil'l'llah and 
'Abdu'l-Baha reprinted in the Certifi
cate are most appropriate. Whatever 
readings or remarks are added to the 
occasion should be regarded as un
official and informal, an the occasion 
planned in the light of the Guardian's 
statement: "The ceremon:r itself 
must be very simple." 
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Suggested Daily Readings 
for April, 1949 

1 Kitab-i-Iqim-C.H. 245, 246 
2 Dearly beloved friends-W.O.B. 

154-157 
3 Enemies-P.U.P. VallI 448 
4 Oneness of Manifestations

P.U.P. Vol 114e-1411 
5 Mary Magdalen-P.U.P Vol II 

415, 416, T.A. Vol II 268 
6 First Flag of International 

Peace-P,U,P. Vol II .371, .372 
7 Believer' 5 conduct in calami

ties-T.A. Vol II 372, 373 . 
8 H. W. Persian 7 
9 Feast of Glory-P.M. Ux, 

LVII, CVI, CVII 
10 C.H. 25&-260 
Jl C.H. 194 
12 Tablet of Visitation--C.H. 107· 

100 
13 Spiritual Meetings-T.A. Vol I 

10, Jl 
14 New Baha'i-T.A. Vol I 54, 65, 

66 
15 Guidance-T.A, Vol I 79 
16 Distinction-P.U.P. Vol I 184. 

185 
17 H. W. Persian 11 
18 Life after Dea th-C.H. 215-217, 

T.A. Vol I 51 
19 Qualifications-T.A. Vol n 432 
20 Life of Man-P.U.P. Vol 1180 
21 First day of Ridvan--T.A. Vol 

n 31B. 319 
22 Happiness-T.A. Vol II 320 
23 T.A. Vol n 347 
24 T.A- Vol II 358 
25 T.A. Vol II 359, 360 
26 G.P .B. 153·155 
27 H. W. Persian 18 
28 Feast of Beauty-D.A.L. 68, 69 
29 Ninth day of Ridvan-C.H. 122· 

125 
3& H.W. Persian 18 
Key: 
C.H.-Chosen HJg!tway 
W,O.B,-Worid Order of BabA-

'u'Dah 
P. U.P .-Promulgation 01 Universal 

Peace 
T.A.-TableW of ·'Abdntl~Bah& 
R.W. PersiaD:-Bidden Words. Per-

sian 
P .M.-Pra.yers and Medllali .... 
G.P .B.-Gos Passes By 
D.A..L.-DiviDe A.ri of L1viDg 

BaI!i.'i Address .. 

National Oftice: 
536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette, 
Dlinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Dlinois. 

Bah" i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, WllmeUe. 
IDinois. 

BaM.'! News Editorial Oft!ee: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 
Lansing, Mich. 

~ 
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International Relief 
The friends are again requested 

to use only addresses obtained from 
the International Relief Represen· 
tative for package sending (see 
Baha'i News, July 1948, p. 2-3). Word 
ha s again been received from Ger
many that some packages are still 
being sent to persons who have 
placed themselves outside the Cause. 

The plan for International Relief 
has been set up by the N .S.A. of 
the United States, approved by the 
Guardian, and is being whole-he art
edly cooperated in by the N.S.A. of 
Germany and by the other respon
sible Assemblies. It is thus operat
ing within the Administrative Order 
of the Baha'i Faith. The way to unity 
and the way to help the world, lies 
in supporting the institutions of 
Baha'i Administration. World unity 
and . world peace are not coming 
because we feel sorry for people. 
They are coming when we learn that 
justice is the way of love. uThe pur
pose of justice is the appearance of 
unity among men" (Baha'u'llilh, 
quoted in ADJ, p. 23). 

It is confusing and froslra ling to 
the Baha tis of Germany who are 
trying 10 build up their Administra
tive institutions, as a part of their 
Five Year Plan, when packages are 
still sent to persons who have chosen 
to place themselves outside the 
Faith. As the Baha'is of the United 
States set an example in obedience 
to the Teachings, we help strengthen 
unity and obedience in QUI' sister 
Communities, 

Through the cooperation of the 
friends, during the past year every 
Baha'i Community and Group in 
Germany, as well as isolated Baha'is 
through the Social Committee of the 
German N.S.A., has received· pack
ages, the number being in accord 
with the size and the need. This 
includes the Russian Zone, One or 
more CARE packages have been 
sent to every Baha'i Community or 
Group where possible, through 
Baha'is and Communities in the U.S. 
cooperating wit h International 
Relief, so that distribution could be 
guided. 

MRs. BEATRICE AsaToN 

International Relief Representative 
Box 548, Evanston, ill. 

Programmers' Corner 
"Let him (the believer) con

sider the degree of his hearer's 
receptivity, and decide for him
self the suitability of either the 
direct or' indirect method of 
teaching. whereby he can im
press upon the seeker the vital 
importance of the Divine Meg... 
sage, and persuade him to 
throw in his lot with those. who 
have already embraced. it~ u 

-SHOCllI EFFENDIt 

Advent of Divine Jutsice, p. 43 
Hints for Action 

The National Programming 
Committee announces a rental 
film library for slide or film 
strip projectors. 

Direct Bahci'i Material: 
Temple slides (with script) 
.25 color slides of Haifa scenes 
The Goal Is World OTder (with 
script, prepared by Visual Edu
cation Committee both in slides 
and in film strips). 

Indirect Teaching Material: 
How to Conquer War, a film 
strip with script, by Federalist 
Films Inc., cut down and re
adapted by NPC with permis
sion of the author. 
How to live with the Atom, film 
strip and script by Film Pub
lishers, Inc., cartoon stylet cut 
down by NPC to eliminate pol
itical suggestions. 
We Are AI! Brothers, film- strip 
and script by Public Affairs 
Committee, adapted to discus
sion of racial unity. 
Genocide, the Greater Crime, 
an official U.N.O. film strip 
protesting suppression of racial 
or religious groups. 

All indirect teaching material 
will be accompanied by pro
gramming suggestions. Rental 
price of slide sets, 50 cents for 
one week; film strips, 35 cents 
for one week. 

Calendar 
Feasts: 

Apr. ~alaJ-Glory 
Apr. 2S-Jamru-Beauty 

Anniversaries: 
Apr. 2l.-First day of RiQ.van 

(suspend work) 
Apr. 2!>--Ninth day of RiQ.van 

(suspend work) 
May 2-TweIfth day of Ricj.van 

(suspend work) 
NSA Meeting: Apr. 27 
National Convention: Apr. 28-May 1 



Publie Relations 
A report has been made to the 

NSA of the clippings received show
ing use of the NSA reply to the 
Pegler attack in local papers. The 
list includes: Chicago Herald-Ameri
can, November 26; Boise Statesman, 
November 28; Boise Evening States
mant November 29; Miami Herald. 
November 28; Inglewood. Calif., 
Daily News, December 8. The ma
terial was used as a letter to the 
editor in The Newark, Ohio, Advo
cate and American Tribune t Decem
ber 11; New Orleans States, Decem
ber 6; Atlanta Constitution, Decem
ber 14; The Augusta Chronicle, No
vember 7 (letter prepared by the lo
cal Assembly). In The Peoria Star, 
December 3, the local Assembly in
serted the reply in the form of a 
signed paid advertisement. The 
Committee hopes to'" receive addi
tional clippings. 

Newspaper publicity, now that na
tional advertising has been suspend
ed, becomes the sole source of con
tact with the masses of people. The 
Committee urges Assemblies and 
groups to develop every facility for 
producing their own news items and 
also for using those received from 
Baha'i Public Relations. 

An excellent example of what can 
be accomplished is the clipping re
ceived from The Atlanta Constitution 
of January 12. Under "The Pulse of 
the Public" we find a letter from 
Mrs. B. E. CU11Iiingham, a Baha'i, 
headed "Bahi'! Teachings". Nine 
inches of single column space were 
given by the paper to this communi
cation. Its occasion was a recent edi
torial reference in the paper to the 
Faith. The letter sets forth the Ba
ha'i principles and basic teachings 
very clearly. 

Non-Baha'is also are creating pub-
licity for the Faith, even though fre
quently inaccurate a.nd sometimes 
hostile in tone. But the essential 
point is that the Faith of Baha· 
'u'll3h has become a public issue, and 
in the near future we may expect 
serious studies of the teachings to 
appear. Meanwhile the Committee 
has been informed of the following 
references;-

The Law of Love and the Law of 
Violence, by Tolstoy (new edition) 
Field PubliShing Co., New York. 

Religions of the World, by Gerald 
L. Berry, Barnes and Noble, New 

- York. 
fran: Past and Present, By Don-
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aid N. Wilber, Princeton University 
Press. 

Please report all references to the 
Faith found in books and articles 
written by non-Baha'is, or by Ba
ha'is in non-Baha!i publications. 

Last month the Committee offered 
to send a packet of free copies of 
"The Reality of Brotherhood" for 
packing and mailing charge of 25c. 
This month the same offer is made 
to Assemblies and groups on another 
very effective compilation: uThe 
Principle of Religious Unity" . 

The Committee has been author
ized by the NSA to prepare publi
city and advertising material on two 
new Baha'i themes: 'CWhat Is My 
Religion?" and "New Life for the 
World". 

Address correspondence to Bahit'i 
Public Relations, 112 Linden Ave.; 
Wilmette, Ill. 

Publishing Announcements 
The Brilliant Proof by Abu'l-FaQl 

Gulpaygani a neW edition containing 
all salient passages. Mimeographed 
12 pages per copy $.35. 

In connection with the Publishing 
Committee's announcement of a 
new, mimeographed edition of this 
work of Mirza Abu'l-Fac;lJ, the NSA 
wishes to explain why excerpts, and 
not the complete text, ar,e now made 
available. This revered teacher pre
pared this text as the Baha'i answer 
to an attack made by a clergyman 
of London, many years ago. His 
treatise necessarily contained state
ments and references which are at 
present not relevant to the essential 
BaM'i argument. The vital- substance 
of this important work has been pre
served. 

On November 10, 1912, the Master 
referred to Mirza Abu'l-FaQl in a 
talk delivered in Washington, D.C., 
published in Star of the West, Vol. 
VI, page 104:-

" . . . It is my purpose to warn 
you against accusations, against cer
tain complaints, criticisms, revilings, 
and upbraidings in newspaper art
icles, or other publications. Be not 
disturbed· by theI1l. They are the 
very cause of confirming the Cause: 
the very source of up building the 
movement. I hope that God may con
firm it that ten or twenty ministers 
of the churches may arise and with 
bared heads cry at the top of their 
voices that the Baha'is_ are misguid
ed. I would like to see that day, 
and I want you to know that on that 
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day something is going to happen. 
That is the day when the Cause is 
going to spread. . . . 

HMy purpose is this-that his hon
or, Mirza Ahu'I-Fa<;ll has written a 
trea Use answering the criticisms of 
a London preacher. . . . Each one 
of you should have a copy of that 
book, and read, memorize and pon
der over it. Then, when anyone ad
vances accusations and criticisms 
you will be well armed." 

The Bah'; 'f World 
Vol. II-1926-1928 

In this volume appeared the per
manent title of the Baha'i Biennial 
International Record. It initiated a 
much larger and completer work, of 
more impressive appearance and 
varied contents. 

One notes first the colored Fron
tispiece, reproducing the photograph 
of 'Abdu'J-Bahil taken by Mr. A. C. 
Killius (a believer) in 1912. 

The four sections or departments 
of the book are now well defined: 
Part One, statement of purpose and 
survey of current activities. The fea
ture here is a repetition of the state
ment on the passing of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
Part Two, excerpts from the Writ
ings, statement on administration, 
the Calendar, a series of statements 
on· the Temple, the· Temple at 
'Is...bqabad, articles -giving Baha'i im
pressions, references to the Faith, 
and Queen Marie's tribute. Part 
Three directory and bibliography. 
Part Four, the papers read at the 
Conference in London, the appeal 
sent to the Stith of Persia to ter
minate the persecution of Baha'is, 
two artiCles about Islam, reports of 
two Esperanto Congresses, and an 
article on inter-racial amity. The 
worldwide influence of Qurratu'l
'Ayn is also presented. The sixty
five illustrations in Vol. n carry on 
the series of Baha'i photographs of 
supreme historical importance to 
members of the Faith. 

This book, containing 300 pages, 
can still be obtained from the Pub
lishing Committee, and the price is 
very low because of the large num
ber printed-$I.50 per volume. 

Bound volumes WOTld Order Maga
zine I to XIII price per volume, $3.00. 

The friends are reminded that the 
. best way to keep magazines intact 
for future reference is to have them 
in bound volume form. 

Baha'i-The Coming of World Re
ligion. Portfolio 12 pages with illu
strations of 'Abdu'l-Bahit and the Ba-



16 

ha'i House of Worship_ We still have 
some stock of this attractive port
folio suitable for a gift or for pres
enta tion to interest a friend in the 
Baha'i Faith. Price including mailing 
envelope, $.50. 

Directory Additions and 
Changes 

LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
SECRETARIES: 

JERSEY CITY. N.J. 
Mrs. Blanche J. Foster 
52 Tonnele Ave., Zone 6 

SANTA MONICA. CALIF. 
Mrs, Leone Wallace 
624 10th St. Zone 25 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
Mrs. O. H.' Blackwell 
6223 Marigny St. 

SAN JUAN. PUERTO RICO 
Mr. Jose Carlos Irizarry 
Box 1869 

MANSFIELD. OHIO 
Miss Eva Leonard 
193 Carpenter Rd. 

SIOUX FALLS. SO. DAKOTA 
Mrs. Vera D. Esfnhart 
608 South Duluth Ave. 

RICHMOND lllGHLANDS. WASH. 
Mrs. Ebnerene Neff 
18016 Linden Ave .• Seattle 33 

GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MICH. 
Miss Mabel Kitcherunaster 
132 Moran Rd., Zone 30 

SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 
Mr. Orrin K. Fry 
351 W. Sayers 

REGIONAL TEACHING COMMITTEES 
OHIO 

Mrs. Gladys Lemmcm, See'y_ 
2583 Wexford Rd. 
Columbus 12, Ohio 

NATIONAL COMMITTEES 
NTC FOR NORTHEASTERN STATES 

Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, Sec'y. 
63 Maple Ave. 
Greenwich, Conn. 

In Memoriam 
Miss Margaret Marshall, Carmel, CaIi1. 

-12·19-48 
Mr. Louis R. Vautrot, Wauwatosa, Wis.-

12·25-48 
Mr. Joseph Walters, Helena. Mont.-

12·25-48 
Mrs. Emily Bowler, Phoenix, Ariz.-

12-48 
Mr. Fred N. Haley, Marysville, Wash,-

1-1249 . 
Mrs. MaO'" J. Morris, Mason CIty, Iowa 

-12-30-48 
Mr. Crowell Eddy Carpenter, Berkeley, 

Calif.-1-21-49 
Mr. Richard W. Hartshorn, New Orleans, 

La.-1-15-49 
Mrs. Jennie L. Murphy, Evanston. Wy~. 

-12-2-46 
Mr. A. Abas, St. Paul, Minn.-5-48 
Mr. John J. Wallner. Sheboygan, Wis.-

1·2149 
Mrs. Carrie Gates, Tucson Twp. No. 14, 

Ariz.-ll-4B 
Mr _ George L. Loeding, Evanston, Ill.-

2·1349 . 
Mrs. L. N. Ball. L~ Gatos, Calif.-1-49 

MARCH, 1949 

Contributions from A .. emblies for 
the mobth of January, 1949. 

Alaska - Anchorage. Arizona - North 
Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson.' Arkansa&
Eureka Springs, Little Rock. California 
-Alhambra, Arcadia, Berkeley, Beverly 
Hills, Burbank, Burlingame, Carmel. 
Geyserville, El Monte Twp., Escondido 
Twp., Fresno, Glendale, Inglewood, 
Long Beach Los Angeles, Monrovia, Mon· 
ravia Twp.. Oakland, Oceanside, Palo 
Alto, San Diego, Sacramento, San Mar· 
ina, San Francisco, Pasadena, Santa 
Barbara. Co1Mad~lorado Springs. 
Denver. Connecticut-New Haven, Green· 
wich, Hartford. 

DeJawa..re--Wihnington. Dist. of Colum
bia-Washington. Florida-Jacksonville, 
Miami, St. Augustine. Georgia-Atlanta, 
Augusta. Hawaii-Honolulu, Maui. Idaho 
-Ada County, Boise. UliDo-is-Batavia, 
Champaign, Chicago, Danville, Elm
hurst, Evanston, Maywood. Park Ridge, 
Peoria. Springfield, Urbana, Wilmette, 
Winnetka. Indiana-Indianapolis, Fort 
Wayne, South Bend. Iowa-Cedar Rap4 
ids, Waterloo. Kansas-Topeka. Louisi
ana-New Orleans. Maine--Portland. 
Maryland-Baltimore. 

Massachusetts - Beverly, Boston, 
Brookline, Spr.ingfield, Worcester. MJchi... 
gan-Ann Arbor, Davison Twp., Dear· 
born Twp., Battle Cr~ek, Detroit, Flint, 
Grand Rapids, Grosse Point Farms, 
Kalam.azoo, Lansing, Muskegon. Ros~ 
ville. Minnesota-Duluth. Minneapolis, 
St. Paul. Mississippi.-Jackson. Missouri 
-Independence, Kansas Clty. St. Louis. 
Omaha. New Bampsh:ire- Portsmouth. 
MontaIia-Butte, .Helena. Nebraska-
Omaha. New Jersey - Bergenfield. Du
mont. East Orange, Englewood, Jersey 
City, Montclair, Red Bank. N~wark, 
Ridgewood Teaneck. New Mexico---Albu~ 
querque. New York......-Binghamton, Buf4 

falo. Geneva. J amestovro. New York, 
Rochester, Waterloo, Yonkers. 

Ohio - Cincinnati, Cleveland. East 
Cleveland, Dayton, Columbus, Lima, 
Mansfield. Toledo. Ok~oma-Oklahoma 
City. Oregon-Portland. PennsylvaDia.
Philadelphia. Pittsburgh, Scranton. West 
Chester. Rhode Island - Providence. 
Sonth Carolina - Columbia, Greenville 
South Dakota-Sioux Falls. Teunessee
Memphis. Texas-San Antonio. Utah
Salt Lake City. Vermont-;-.Brattleboro. 
ViJ'ginia-Alexandria. Arlington. Wash· 
ingtoD - Kirkland. Marysville, Monroe, 
Richmond Highlands. Seattle, Spokane. 
Tacoma. West VirgiDia - Charleston. 
Wisconsin - Kenosha, Racine. Madison, 
Milwaukee. Shorewood. Somers Twp., 
Wauwatosa, Whitefish Bay. Wyoming
Laramie .. 
Total number 01 assemblies ........ 1'19 
Assemblies contributing in January 158 
Assemblies not contributing in Jan... 21 
Individuals contributing in January .. 1'14 
Groups contributing in January ...... 43 

Marriages 
Los Angeles - Lillian Gertrude Motris 

and Leon Jean·Marie Lassus. Nov. 28, 
1948. 

LanSing, Mich.-Margaret Yeutter and 
Michael Jamir. Feb. 21.1949. 

New York. N.Y.-Jeanne N. Bolles and 
Challoner St. Clair Richard Chute. Feb. 
5. 1949. 

Baha'i News is published by the 
National IIpIriIaa.l Assembly of tile 
Baha'is 01 lite United Stales .. lite 
official news-leUer of the Bahj."( 

.Community ~ 

Edited for \he National Spirilaal 
Assembly by Bah&'i News Editor
ial Committee: Mrs. Roberta 
Christian, chairman. Miss Ibr
garet Yeatter. Mr~ Gordon A. Fra,.-. 

lIer. Editorial orrtce: Mrs. Roberta 
Christian. ltol Wesl Genesee S'L t 

Lansing. Mich. 

Please report changes .f address 
aDd otIJer matters perta.bdaa- Ie 
dlsirlbullon to !he Bahi.'. N"Uftal 
Office. 536 Sberidan Road. ~ 
mette. 11IIDo1s. 
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The Guardian Calls Every American Baha'i 
to Face a Testing Period of Severe Ordeal 
Reliant Upon Outpourings of Divine Grace 

Cablegram from the Guardian 
The first half of the opening Decade of the Second Baha'i Century is 

terminating. The great-minded, stout-hearted, high-spirited American 
Baha'i Community, laden with the trophies a'-ccnmulated in the course 
of their fifty years' magnificent stewardship of the Faith of Baha'u']];ih 
is irresistibly embarking upon a two and a half year period unsur
passed in its fateful consequences by any previous stage traversed 
in the Commtmity's eventful history. 

Its members, without exception, are called upon to steel themselves 
without delay to face an unexpected emergency, seize a G6d-given 
opportunity, meet a supreme challenge, and show forth a tenacity of 
purpose, a solidarity in sacrifice, an austerity in everyday life, worthy 
the Martyr-Prophet of their Faith as well as tb'eir heroic spiritual 
forebears, the Hundredth Anniversary of whose agonizing tribulations, 
including captivity, sieges, betrayals, spoliation and martyrdom, is 
being commemorated during this same period. 

No lesser tribute can be paid the memory of -the glorious Bcib, the 
immortal Quddus, the lion-hearted MulJ;i l;Iusayn, the erudite Va~d, 
the audacious Hujj at, the illustrious seven martyrs of Tihran and a 
host of unnumb~red heroes whose lifeblood flowed so copiously in the 
course of the opening Decade of the First Baha'i Century, by the 
privileged champion-builders of the World Order of Bahli'a'll;ih dur
ing. the present critical stage in the unfoldment of the Formative Age 
of His Dispensation, than a parallel outpouring of their substance by 
the builders of the most holy House of Worship laboring in the cor
responding Decade of the succeeding Century. 

The American Baha'i Community, exalted, singled out among sister 
CommlDlities of East and West through revelation of tbe Tablets of the 
Divine Plan, is unavoidably approaching a testing period, crucial, pro
longed, potent, purifYing, clearly envisaged by 'Abdu'I-Baha, difierent 
from but recalling in its severily the ordeals whicb afflicted the dawn
breakers in a former Age. 

The anticipated trials will enable its members to plumb _ greater 
depths of consecration, soar to nobler heights -of collective ~deavor ~ 
and disclose in fuller measure the future glory of their destiny. 

Might not the strain, the stress, of the strenuous period now being 
ushered in through inscrutable dispensations of Providence, be pro
ductive of perspicuous benefits and blessings reminiscent of the in
calculable outpourings of Divine Grace which followed closely in the 
train of the woeful trials immortalizing the initial, the bloodiest, the 
most dramatic period in the Heroic Age of the Baha'j Dispensation. 
March 16, 1949 (sigoed) SHOGW RABBANI 

THIS IS THE DAY 
"This is the day in which to speak. It is incumbent upon the people of 

Baha to strive, with the utmost patience and forbearance, to guide the peo
ples of the world to the Most Great Horizon. Every body calleth aloud for a 
souL Heavenly souls must needs quicken. with the breath of th~ Word of 
God, the dead bodies with a fresh spirit.-Advent of Diviw Jus,tice, p. 69, 

NEWS 
YEAR 186 BAHA'I ERA 

New Believers in European 
Goal Countries 

There are now believers in seven 
different localities throughout Swit
zerland. The Bern Community held 
its first Youth Symposium on Feb
ruary 27, 1949. This was a great sue. 
cess, because there is a splendid 
youth group in that city which is 
very active. 

The most newly dedared believers 
in the Goal Countries are: 

3 yOlUlg men in Stockholm, Swe
den 

1 YOWlg woman in Bern, Swit-
zerland 

1 man in Basle, Switzerland, 
1 man .in Bros sels, Belgium 
1 woman in Rome, Italy. 

The newest member of the Rome 
Community, Signora Scola, was 
taught by her husband and her 
daughter who have been Baha'is for 
some time:. Her entrance into the 
Faith i~ ,of significance because she 
and her husband and daughter rep
resent the first all-Bah~ 'i family in 
Italy_ 

Mr_ and Mrs. Edwarq Bode, who 
have recently returned from the 
Latin American teaching field are 
sailing ·on March 24 for Amsterdam, 
Holland, where they will tdke up 
their posts as pioneers. 

The Naw-RiIz greetings which the 
ETC has been receiving include 
warm and loving messages to all 
the believers on the "Home F.ront.'~ 
. 

"Joyful Historic News" 
Convey to friends the j oyM 

historic news of commence
ment of construction of Arcade 
of the Bab's Shrine coinciding 
with Fortieth Anniversary of 
the pIa cing of His Remains in 
marble sarcophagus in vault of 
the same shrine by 'Abdu'l-· 
BaM_ . 

-8HOOHI ErFENDI RABBANr 
Cablegram received Marc,h 21,. 
1949 
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Score to Date - March 30, 1949 
on Response to the Temple Fund 

Estimated 
Group Number for 2 years 
$400 86 ............................. $ 68,800.00 
$100 190 ............................. $ 38,000.00 
$ 25 126 ............................. $ 6,300.00 
*Special 381 ............................. $109,924.81 

Totals 783 ............................. $223,824.81 
Received against above resolves ............. $ 57,134.08 

* All resolves not falling in other three categories. 

This Is What it Means 
American Baha'is not directly in 

touch with daily developments as 
they are reflected in the actio~s of 
the National Assembly and National 
Committees have no doubt been won
dering just what has been happen
ing. Why are Schools closed for two 
years W OTId 0Td0T suspended (after 
forty' years of continuous public~
tion of a Baha'i magazine m 
America), and other Committee 
schedules drastically reduced? 

Now the Guardian's message of 
March 16 comes to tell us what it 
means. He deals with the crisis on 
all its levels. He encompasses our 
situation; gives us persp~ctive ~d 
understanding; places us ill our his
torical setting; exalts our difficul· 
ties by paralleling with them the 
ordeals of the early Babi heroes and 
martyrs; calls upon us to be. worthy 
of our Martyr·Prophet, the Bab; and 
makes our sacrifice of our wealth, 
dur substance, equal to the lifeblood 
shed by the illustrious souls a ceo
tury ago. 

The Guardian defines this period 
of time as a time of testing. Our 
faith is to be proved to God and not 
merely asserted to ~ur ~wn s~lf
satisfaction. The testing time sifts 
true from false. Nothing less co~d 
demonstrate the divine nature of this 
Revelation. The Centenary of the 
Martyrdom of the Bab draws nigh. 
Three years later, the Centenary of 
Baha'u'lliih's mystical experience in 
the dungeon of Tihran. The House of 
Worship must be built. The BahB.'fs 
must be worthy to be the builder.
those whom the world, when the 
Temple is completed. will recognize 
as the worshippers of the God of all 
mankjnd. 

-NIoTIDNAL SPutrruAL AssEMBLy 

Enrollment Cards 
A Notice to Assemblies 

The National Spiritnal Assembly 
has decided to extend to local com· 
munities the system of enrollment 
now operating for new isolated 
believers and new members of 
groups. 

That is each Baha '£, youth or 
adult wh~ applies for membership 
in th~ local community is to estalr 
lish his or her acceptance of the 
qualifications at a meeting with the 
Assembly, as hitherto, and ~e 
Assembly will continue to record lts 
acceptance of the applicant in the' 
minutes. 

However, when the applicant has 
been admitted, he or she is to be 
requested to sign an enr~llment car~ 
which the Assembly will transmlt 
to the National Office. 

The enrollment card lists the 
qualifications of faith and the sig· 
nature attests acceptance of them. 
The aim is not to ask the applicant 
to accept the qualifications twice
once orally and once in 'WI'i ting-but 
to complete the membership records 
in the National Office. The intention 
is to have on file a membership 
card signed by every newly enrolled 
believer, youth or adult, re~ident in 
or outside a local commuruty, The 
Regional Teaching Committees have 
cards for isolated believers, and the 
National Spiritual Assembly is send
ing a number of cards to each 
local Assembly. When these are 
'pxhausted, the Assembly can apply 
for more. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL AsSEMBLY 

Marriages 
Maywood, m. Marilyn Kasper and 

George H. LlUlge. Feb. 26 in Oak Park. 

Public Relations 
At the request of the National 

Spiritual Assembly, Baha'i Public 
Relations has sent local Assemblies 
a Questionnaire which seeks valu
able information on what types of 
material and service are most in use 
and what types appear most effec
tive for this new period of drastic 
economy. The Questionnaire -was 
also sent to Area National and 
Regional Teaching Committees. 

The- Committee hopes that the con
venient Answer Sheet sent with the 
Questionnaire will be filled out and 
returned by a large number of 
Assemblies and Committees. The 
information thus made available is 
to be tabled and analyzed '0 as to 
show what items of service are to be 
emphasized in future plans. 

In connection with this Question
naire, reference is made to another 
request for information mailed out 
by the Public Relations Committee 
at the request of the NSA a few 
months ago. The information sought 
was the list of organizations with 
which the local Assembly could 
effectively cooperate along inter-or
ganizational lines. 

The more Assemblies provide that 
information, the more complete and 
helpful the final result. Many Assem. 
blies want to know what organiza
tions have joined with the BaM'is 
on a common platform. or conference 
with good results. 

The Committee has reprinted the 
very fine illustrated article about 
the Faith which appeared in The 
Chicago Daily Tribune .on February 
26, 1949. The reprint is an offset 
sheet, letterhead size. As Public 
Relations projects must now be seH· 
liquidating, the Committee offers 
copies at the rate of 50 for 75c, 100 
for $1.50, etc. . 

This reprint can be used as free 
literature, as eoc1osure with local 
announcements, and in approaching 
the local editor with Baha'i publicity. 

Bear in mind that Assemblies aod 
Committees can obtain free copies 
of literature financed by the Com
mittee's budget in a previous year: 
a packet of "The Reality of Broth
erhood!?; a packet of "The Principle 
of Religious Unity" ; and also a 
packet of "Indw.strial .Justice"-each 
for packing and shipping cost of 25c 
per packet. 

Address for correspondence: 112 Lfndea 
AvenueJ Wilmette, m. 



Latin American News 
After attending the Congress at 

sao Paulo and then visiting several 
communities of South. America and 
Panama, Mrs. Amelia Collins has 
returned home and given us a vivid 
first-hand account of the Congress 
and these communities. She was 
deeply impressed by the de,~otion 

and dedication of the delegates at 
sao Paulo and by the eagerness of 
our Latin brothers everywhere to 
assume greater responsibilitIes. 

The community of Sao Paulo took 
full advantage of the opportunity the 
Congress offered them for local 
meetings and publicity, Mrs. Collins 
said. A very impressive public meet
ing was held in their Municipal Li
brary and was well attended. The 
press cooperated wonderfully and 
printed several fine articles about 
the Congress. 

A Friendship Ship, the Joan of 
Arc, arrived in Punta Arena3? Chile, 
at the tip of South America during 
February carrying students from 
France on a goodwill tour. Our pio
neer in Punta Arenas, Ew Nicklin, 
through a non-Baha'i frienfl was 
given an opportunity to be presented 
to the captain and passengers of the 
ship and to address them briefly. She 
quoted words of 'Abdu'I-Bahit on 
peace and friendship and left them 
a copy of Bahd'u'Udh and the New 
Era in French and several issues 
of World OrdeT. 

In San Juan, Puerto Rico. the al
ready large youth group is {'onlin
uing to grow and another has been 
formed in the nearby town of Ya
bucoa. International Baha', Youth 
Day was celebrated with an excel
lent program by the Group in San 
Juan, which was well reported in 
the newspapers with quotations from 
the various speakers. 

Two weekly study classes and a 
youth group have been formed in 
Guatemala City as a result of the 
Congress there and Natalia Chavez 
has stayed on in Guatemala !..ince 
-.he Congress to instruct them. 

In Memoriam 
Mrs. Frank R. Patterson, Indianapolis, 

Inc!. 12-30-48 
Mr. William Lew, New York, N.Y. 1-31-411 
.Miss Elsie Miller. Dayton. Ohio. 2-3-49 
Mr. George MacCraw. Montara. Callt.. 

2-8-49 
Mr. William H. Nichola., Santa Rosa. 

Calit.. 2-11-411 
Mrs. Rebecca Leach, Chicago, m.. 

3-9-49 
Mrs, Leona Fleteher, San Mateo. CalIf. 
~ 

BAHA'i NEWS 3 

From the Guardian to the Baha'is 
of Vienna 

(ThTough Mr, Franz PoUingeT) 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 
Your letter dated June 15th has 

been received, and our beloved Guar
dian has instructed me to answer 
it on his behalf. He can quite well 
understand that after so many years 
of isolation from the rest of the Ba
ha'! world it came as a surprise to 
some of you to hear that we, as 
Baha'is, must not have any affili
ations with churches or political par
ties. But he feels certain that when 
you meditate on this matter you 
yourselves will see the wisdom of 
it. We as Baha'is can never be known 
as hypocrites or as people insincere 
in their protesta tioDs and because 
of this we cannot subscribe to both 
the Falth of BaM'u'lLili and ordinary 
church dogma. The churches are 
waiting for the coming of' Jesus 
Christ; we believe He has come 
again in the glory of the Father. The 
churches teach doctrines-various 
ones in various creeds-which we 
as Baha'is do not accept, such as 
the bodily resurrection, confession, 
or in some creeds, the denial of the 
immaculate conception. In other 
words, there is no Christian church 
today whose dogmas we Baha'is can 
truthfully say we accept in their en
tirety.-Therefore to remain a mem-

ber of the church is not proper for 
us, for we do so 1..U1der false pre
tence. We should therefore withdraw 
from our churches but continue to 
associate, if we wish to, with the 
church members and ministers. Our 
belief in Christ, as Baha'is, is so 
firm, so unshakable and so exalted 
in nature that very few Christians 
are to be found now-a-days who love 
Him and reverence Him and have 
the faith in Him that we have. It 
is only from the dogmas and creeds 
of the churches that we dissociate 
ourselves; not from the Spirit of 
Christianity. 

Very much the same reasons mo
tivate us in withdrawing from all 
political moveme~ts, _ however close 
some of their ideals may be to ours. 
We Baha'is are one the world over; 
we are seeking to build up a new 
world order,. divine in origin. How 
can we do this if every Baha'i is a 
member of a different political par
ty-some of them diametrically op
posite to each other? Where is our 
unity then? We would be divided 
because of politics. against 0U1'
selves and this I;:; the opposite of 
our purpose. Obviously if one Baha'i 
in Austria is. "given freedom to choose 
a political party and join it, how
ever good its aims may be, another 

BalIi'I C!6IIlJIl1lDl1]' of La P .... Bolivia I&IIII&I'J'. ua. 
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Baha'i in Japan or America, or In~ 
dia, has the right to do the same 
thing and he might belong to a party 
the very opposite in principle to that 
which the Austrian Baha'i belongs 
to. Where would be the unity of the 
Faith then? These two spiriiUal 
brothers would be working against 
each other because of their political 
affiliations (as the Christians of Eu
rope have been doing in so many 
fratricidal wars). The best way for 
a Baha'i to serve his country and 
the world is to work for the estab
lishment of Bahit'u'llith's World Or
der, which will gradually unite all 
men and do away "With divisive po
litical systems and religious creeds, 
He does not force you to do this 
at once. But urges you all to decide 
to withdraw from your -churches and 
political groups within say, a year 
and then to help· each other to do 
this. You will find your spiritual 
strength greater for taking this step. 

Feasts: 

With BaM'i Love 
(signed) R. RABBANl 

Calendar 

May 17-'A~amat-Grandeur 
Anniversaries: 
May 2--Twelfth Day of Ric;lvitn 

(Suspend Work) 
May 22-Declaration of the Bab, (two 

hours after sunset) 
May i!3-Birth of 'Abdu'l-Bahit (De

claration of the Bab Observed as 
above.) 

May 29-Ascension of Baha'u ?llah, 
(3 a.m.) 

NSA Meeting: April 27 
Annual Convention: Apr. 28 - May 1 

Canada Needs Freneh 
Speaking Baha'IS 

The eastern Canadian Teach
ing Committee would very 
much like to hear from any 
French-speaking believers who 
might have SDme time to spend 
teaching the cause in Canada. 
particularly in the Province of 
Quebec. Short periods of time 
would be deeply appreciated. H 
you can help our newly-inde
dependent fellow-believers in 
this way, please write to EAST
ERN CANADIAN TEACHING 
COMMITTEE, AD ELI N E 
LOHSE, SEC., 3300 RIDGE
WOOD AVE., MONTREAL, 
P.Q., CANADA. 

APRIL,1949 

Suggested Feast Programs 
Fnr the Feast of GRANDEUR~ May 11th 
DEVOTIONAL PERIOD 

A Music a1 Prelude 
B Worship 

Prayers & -Meditations 294 "Praised be Thou, 0 Lord my God! ... to 
296 ", .. Thy most perfect Cause." 

Prayers & Meditations 327 "Exalted, immeasurably exalted _ .. -to 
329 ". _ . court of Thy oneness." 

Prayers & Meditations 252 Ch. CLX "My God, the Object of my ador
ation . , _ 

Prayers & Meditations 117 Ch. LXXI "Magnified be Thy Name. 
READINGS FOR THE CONSULTATION PERIOD 
Advent of Divine Justice 13 "His Unfailing Light" 

For the Feast of LIGHT, .June 5th 

DEVOTIONAL PERIOD 
A Musical Prel.ude 
B Worship 

Prayers & Meditations 
Prayers & Meditations 

59 Ch. XLIII "0 God, Who art the author. 
280 "I swear by Thy Glory, 0 Thou ... to 
281 ". . . and of Thy Power" 

Prayers & Meditations 282 "My God, and the God of all things 
283 ", . . of Thy crea tion. ~, 

Prayers & Meditations 253 Ch. CLXI "Praise be to Thee, 0 my 
God! ... " 

Prayers & Meditations 57 Ch. XLI "Thy unity is inscrutable. 
READINGS FOR THE CONSULTATION PERIOD 

Advent of Divine .Justice 11 "The Possibilities of the Future" 
For \be Feast of MERCY, June 24th 

DEVOTIONAL PERIOD 
A Musical Prelude 
B Worship 

" 

" 

.to 

" 

Prayers & Meditations Ch. XVI, p. 19 "Praise be to Thee, 0 Lord 
my Godl" 

Prayers & Meditations 24 Ch. XXI "Praised be Thou, 0 Lord my 
God!" . 

Prayers & Meditations 279 "Deny not Thy loved ones ... to 
280 ". . the Self-Subsisting." 

Prayers & Meditations 31 Ch. XXVII "Thou beholdest, 0 my 
God, ... U 

Baha'i Prayers 29 "Darkness hath encompassed ... " 
READINGS FOR THE CONSULTATION PERIOD 

"The Promised Day-l.s Come" 116. " ... This great retributive ... to 
118 ... "service of the entire human race." 

Enrollments 
EnrollmeDis reported by 
LooaI SpirItual Assemblies: 

Fargo, N.D .• 1; Chicago. m., 2; Ann 
Arbor, Mich., 1; Ft. Wayne, Ind., 1; 
Houston, Texas. 1; ,Berkeley" Ca1.i.f" 1; 
Newark, N.J., 1;, ·New-_~, ConD;,:-·!';-
Los.-Angeles, Calif., ,"1; '_J'a-ckson., Miss •• 2; 
Maw, T.H., 1: New Orleans, La., 2; 
W~lj:t Englewood. N.J., .2; Flint. Mich., 1; 
Rochester, N.Y., 1; Toledo. Ohio, 1; 
Miami, Fla .• 1; YOUTH 7. 
Enrollments reported. by 
Regional Teaching Commffiee: 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

Western New York, 2 
CENTRAL STATES 

m, Iowa, 2 
Wis .• Minn., No. & So. Dakota, 1 

WESTERN STATES 
Idaho, Utah, Mont., 1 
So. Caill., Ariz. 1 Youth 
WashiIigton State, l' 

DmECTORY ADDITIONS " CHANGES 

Local. Spirilaal Assembly Secrdarles: 

Portland, Ore. 
Mrs, Ernest p, Haukedahl 
723 S. E. 19th Ave. Z 14 

New York.City, N. Y. 
Mr,"Rustam Payman 
Baha'i iCenter 
119 W. 57th 1., Z 19 

Arlington, Va. 
Mrs, Bessie Barham 
1622 N. MoKinley Rd., Apt. 2 

Long ·Beach., Caill. 
Mrs. Leila Antonson 
5458'Lime St., Z 5 

Correction 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Mich. 

·Mrs. Floyd H. MWlson, Sec'y, 
4£! Fisher Rd., Z 30 

(Erroneously reported to be Mi.ss x.~ 
bel Kitchenmaster). 



BAiIA'i NEWS 

Around the Baha'i World 
fRAN 

(From Baha'i Ne1.V~ and Reviews~ 
published by the NSA of Persia) 

"Inestimable honour has been con-
ferred upon us through the receipt 
of a momentous, general commwri
cation in Persian from our beloved 
Guardian addressed to the Baha'is 
throughout the East on the occasion 
of Ri<;lvim. . . . this outstanding 
work of the Guardian enables us 
once again to catch a glimpse of the 
immeasurable greatness of the Rev
elation of Baha 'u'llah. . . . The key
note of this matchless work is the 
exposition of the dazzling greatness 
of this divine manifestation and the 
demonstration. of its supreme effi
cacy and power. . . 

liThe volwne of the Guardian's 
Persian writings has already 
attained a very high proportion. Out
standing among them is his eloq uen t, 
his glowing contribution to the his
tory of the Cause, written in com
memoration of the centenary of the 
faith. . . Its preamble in Arabic is 
indeed a masterpiece, irresistible in 
eloquence, rippling with rhythmic 
beauty, dynamic and soul-stirring 
beyond description." 

"The duties intrusted to our 
National Education Committee are 
manifold and exacting. Ever since 
the closing of Baha'i schools in this 
country the matter of training and 
education of Baha'i youth and chil
dren has assumed a grave and deli
ca te aspect. 

". . . 95 beloved youths have val
Wlteered for active service as pic
neerst 280 to go out on visiting trips 
and that amon~ the various forms of 
assistance offered by them is the 
pledge to give over 16,000 toomans 
:towards the prosecution of the Plan. 

"Such a spirit of enterprise and 
dedication, if fully developed and 
stimulated, seems to be quite cap
able of placing the youth in such a 
challenging position as to outnum· 
ber the adult settlers and pioneers 
now in the field." 

"On the whole, progress of pio
neering in the neighbouring lands 
remains slow mainly because of the 
existence of the blind hatred and 
opposition of the natives in goal 
areas. However, there are indica· 
tions that new possibilities are open
ing up. 

would be appropriate to describe 
briefly the nature of those tragic 
events that tend to retard the pro
gress of the Plan and at the same 
time cause undue suffering for those 
beloved souls who stepped forward 
into the arena of service. 

lIFor instance emigrants to sev· 
eral goal centres were unable to 
gain foothold in the appointed local
ities, because as soon as· the inha b-
itants came to know about their 
religious persuasion they withdrew 
their offers to let or sell houses and 
land to the new~omers. Thus being 
unable to find shelter, the friends 
were obliged to retrieve their steps 
with considerable loss ... At other 
places the natives are forbidden to 
associate or to have any busines s 
dealing with the friends. Conse
quently, they can neither procure 
the necessities of life, nor secure a 
job, nor engage in a profession, a 
condition not unsimilar to the exces
sive strain resulting from social and 
economic sanctions. In many local· 
ities Baha'is are denied access to 
public baths. It ought to be noted in 
this connection that except in Tihran, 
very few homes in fran do have pri.. 
vate baths. There have been ,occa· 
sions when believers employed in 
Government Departments we r e 
either discharged from service or 
transferred to another area solely 
because of their allegiance to the 
Cause. 

"However, cases such as .exposl,lre 
to ridicule and insults, pelting of 

5 

homes, damaging Baha'l-owned 
property. bringing false accusations 
against the friends-these and sim
ilar cruel deeds perpetrated against 
the person and property of the 
friends represent the milder type of 
persecutions and are matters of 
everyday occurence. 

"But sometimes these outbursts 
grow so fierce as to involve loss of 
life, such as the recent tragic inci· 
dent which took place in Chalih· 
Zamin, a small village in North 1rim. 

"At about midnight ... a group of 
assassins raided the home of one of 
the believers in that village ... As 
he was coming downstairs to answer 
the untimely call at the door he was 
greeted by no less than five bullets 
fired at him from outside the win
dow, as a result of which· his legs 
were shattered and he fell to the 
floor. Not satisfied with this odious 
deed, the raiders forced their way 
into the house and while using the 
vilest terms in reference to the 
Cause inflicted further fatal injur
ies upon the victim who passed to 
the realms beyond after a short 
while." 

(Note: The Persian N.S.A. uTgent
ly requests the believers not to pub
licize this because it would bring 
added persecutions.) 

"It is our hope that these winds of 
adversity . . . will serve to set our 
hearts ablaze with a radiant faith, 
with a renewed sense of love and 
dedication and to galvanize our 
humble efforts so as to be able to 
"a chieve a brilliant succ::;-ess for our 
beloved Cause through the fulfill-

"For the information of the 
beloved friends in other Jands it 

Ba.ha.'i Youth and friends at the First Youth Symposiam~ Sunday-~ Feb. 21~ INt. 
Bern, SwitzerlaDd. 
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ment of our cherished desires. We 
earnestly beg you, dear friends, to 
pray for the protection? deliverance, 
and success of ~e Persian Baha'i 
community_" 

Suggested Daily Readings 
for May, 1949 

• 'Wholly unto Thee do I turn,. fer
vently imploring Thee with all my 
heart, my mind and my tongue to 
shield me rrom all that rWlS coun-
ter to Thy Will. in this, the Cycle 
of Thy Divine Unity." 
1 Tablet from the Master-C.H. 

113, 114 
2 12th Day of RiQ-vim-G.P.B. 155 

~'Holy Day" 
3 Union of Holy families--C.H. 

87. 88, 89, 90. 
4 Tablet of BahA'u'UOh, C.H. 139· 
5 H. W. Persian 22 
6 Purpose of our Creation

P.U.P. Vol. I 181. 182 
7 Courtesy, B.W.F. 175, B.N.E. 

102. 225 
8 "The Plight of Mankind" B.A. 

52 
9 "The Plii!>t of Mankind" B.A. 

53 
10 • 'How unspeakably glorious are 

the signs" 269 
11 "The step of search"-GI. 264. 

265 
12 H. W. Persian 29 
13 Obedience to God-B.N.E. 98. 

99, 100 
14 GL - 267 
15 Gl. - 268 
16 GL - 266 "Golden Rule" 
17 Feast 01 Grandeur-Tablet of 

Visitation. B.W.F. 80, 81, 82 
18 Prayer for AssemblY-B.A. 20, 

22 
19 "Our Inner Life"-B.A. 56. 57 
20 Paramount Duty of every 

BahA'i-B.A. 59, 60, 61 
21 ''TrUth is for all"-B.N.E.-313 
22 Declaration of the Bab---C.H. 

14, 15, 16---Holy· Day 
23 Birth of 'Abdu'[-BaM-A.B., C. 

of the C. 6 to 13 
24 Bob's Message-C.H. 16. 17, 18 
25 "World-wide attacks foretold" 

-B.A. 113, 114 
26 America-P.U.P. Vol. II 390 

391 
2'1 lL W. Persian 21 
Z8 uAhandon Silence"-T.A. Vol. 

In 520, 521 
29 Ascension of BahA'u'llAh-C.H. 

105 to 111_U Holy Dayn 
30 Moderation-B. W.F. 138, 139 
31 H. W. Persian 34 
It.".: 
C_H.-Chosen HIghway 
G.P.B.-God P.sses By 
P.U.P.-Pl'Om1IIgatioD ef UDiversal 

Peace 
B.W.F.--Bahi.'i World Faith 
B.N.E.-Baha.'u'llih aDd the New 

Era 
B.A.-Bahio'; AoImiIIIskaUoD 
Gl-Gl.....,;"gs 
A..8., C. of ibe C. ·Abdu'l-Ba.hi, the 

CeDier of the Coveuaot 
T.A.-Ta.blets 01 'Abcla'J-Bahi 

APRIL,1949 

BRITISH ISLES 
(From Teaching News Bulletin) 

An intensive pioneering consulta
tion was held at a recent teaching 
conference. A five-point resolution 
was drawn up by the Conference 
and referred to the NTC for action. 
During the conference Meherangiz 
Munsiff in an appeal which touched 
the very soul of all present, offered 
herself as a pioneer and called upon 
her fellow Londoners and the friends 
from Manchester to realize that serv
ice to the Cause and to the Guard
ian and, the.re by, to hum ani ty and 
to ourselves, is the only way of life 
worth considering in this chaotic and 
war~threatened world of today. 

"The pioneers rose to emphasize 
their eagerness to pioneer once again 
if only someOne would arise and of
fer to release them from their pres
ent posts. Ursula Newman spoke for 
them all when she said, 'The hard
est test a pioneer must face is the 
knowledge that he can pioneer in 
only one town at a time, despite con
tinual appeals for settlers for other 
areas.'· 

"The conference was highly suc
cessful. Seventy-six believers and 
eight contacts attended. Providing 
evidence of the active and wide
awake quality of the newer believers 
was the fact that fifty-per cent of the 
Baha'is there had been confirmed 
in the Faith during the Six Year 
Plan, twenty-three per cent since 
Teaching Conference 1948. 

aThe Promise of All Ages'" is the 
nation-wide theme of public Meet
ings to be held in 22 centres in these 
Isles between 30th January and 6th 
February. Held in connection with 
a widespread publicity campaign, 
these meetings constitute the larg
est single effort of its kind in British 
Baha'i hiStory and all believers are 
urgently asked to make every effort 
to give them full support, by their 
own presence _ and that of their 
friends as well. Follow-up firesides 
should be arranged wherever possi
ble, and introduction to the current 
study-classes encouraged for all 
close contacts." 

Publishing Announcemenls 
Story Sapplemenl for Ged P........ By 
with map of the journeys of the Founders 
of the Faith. This compilatio. includes 
supplementary stories from many 
sources includtog the Diary of MatamM 
per copy .....................• ~ .... $1.00 
Additional maps sold separately, each .10 

, 

The Baha'i World, Vol. HI 
This biennial record covers the 

years April, 1928 to April, 1930. Its 
frontispiece, a treasure in itseH. re
produces in four colors a Tablet of 
Baha'u'llflh in 'Abdu'l-Baha's writing. 
Among the 109 different illustrations 
are many which the believer would 
wish to mount in a Baha'i album -
the inmost Shrine of Bah.a'u'llah, :in
terior of the Shrine of the Bab, in
terior of the Shrine of 'Abdu'I-Bah8, 
site of the dungeon where Bahil'u':tlAh 
was imprisoned in Tihran, p0r

traits of 'Abdu'l-Baha, The Greatest 
Holy Leaf and of The Most Pure 
Branch, House of Baha'u'll.3.h in 
which the Kitab-i-Aqdas was re
vealed, and many others. 

One notes that the illustrations 
are of Baha'! Shrines, Bahit'! Fig
ures, Documents, Baha'i Heroes and 
Martyrs, Baha'i gatherings, and Ba
hi'i institutions, and this pattern 
runs through all the volumes. H&e, 
without traveling, one can look into 
the faces of his spiritual brothers 
and sisters of the Orient, Europe, 
Africa and the Americas, Australia 
and the islands of the sea. A world 
community, indeed! 

Featured contents include: 'The 
Dawn of the Baha'i Revelation, 
NabiJ's Narrative; The Case of Bah';" 
'u'llith's House in Baghdad before 
the League of Nations; one of the 
Guardian's World Order letters; Dr. 
Forel's "World Vision of a Savant"; 
The Bah .. ' i Cause at the 20th Uni
versal Esperanto Congress; Martha 
Root's "Visit to Rustum Vamhery." 
The book contains 377 pages. Copies 
can still be obtained from the Pub
lishing Committee at a cost of $2.50 
per volume, postpaid. 
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The Home Front 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. 

Baha'is and their friends from Los 
Angeles and surrounding communi
ties attended a Baha'i open house, 
Feb. 18 at the center. The guest 
speaker was Dr. Ralph H. Lutz, 
professor of modern history . at 
Leland Stanford University and his 
subject: "Education in a Chaotic 
World". Following him, Mrs. Isabel 
Downing read from the Baha'i 
Teachings on education. Dr. Lutz 
was a friend of David Starr Jordan, 
at whose request, 'Abdu'l-Baha 
spoke at Stanford University in 
1912. 
SEATTLE, WASH. (from American 
Baha'i Youth BuHetin) 

"The Baha'i Youth Study Group of· 
the University of Washington has 
been holding some very excellent 
and well attended meetings, which 
have attracted the attention of other 
groups on campus. Religious Em
phasis Week was February 7-12 at 
this University, It and this group se
cured as one of the main speakers 
for this outstanding event, Rex 
King, well-known Baha'i. "As a re
sult of Mr. King's presence, the at· 
tendance of the Study Group has dou
bled. " 

uRalph Blohm, chairman of this 
group, writes that while Mr. King 
was in Seattle, he stayed at Ralph's 
fraternity house· and also gave a talk 
to these boys. Most of these fellows 
came up to Ralph and said, 'You 
know, this I eligion has what I have 
been thinking of for the last few 
years, all rolled up into one'." 

"A Baha'i woman living in Seattle 
has been washing Ralph's shirts for 
him. She has beeo sending the pro
ceeds of this ·work to the Temple 
Fund. So far, Ralph has succeeded 
in supplying her with shirts from 94 
fellows. and now that this proj ect 
has grown, several other women in 
the Assembly are helping in this 
wonderful work," 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. 
A radio play, writteo by Irving 

and Jane Lovely was· presented on 
radio station WEAN by the A.V.C. 
and Seminar on Human Relations. 
Many people made up the cast in
cluding Mr. Lovely and Nate Gould 
of the Brown University Lincoln 
Society. The aim of the broadcast 
was to show how easily people, even 
ourselves, can be prejudiced without 
rea1izi.ng it, and thus', commit the 

great crime of setting ourselves up 
as superior people. 

liThe Inter-Faith Meeting on 
February 13 was a good example of 
unity and brotherhood. High up in 
the old raised rostrum sat a smiling 
youog Jewish Rabbi, a friendly Ba
ha'i, and a keen young Brown Uni· 
versity student, also the speaker. 
Rev. Albert Thomas himself a son 
of missionary parents. There was a 
good congregation in the large and 
beautiful old Unitarian Church on 
Benefit Street, and the get-together 
in the church parlors was so friendly 
people were loath to break up. New 
friends were made and coffee and 
sandwiches were enjoyed. There was 
a literature table contributed by dif· 
ferent faiths. Several were interested 
to koow about the Baha'i Faith and 
we learned more of theirs." 

Contributions from Assemblies 
for the Month of Fehrnary, 1949 

Alabama. - Birmingham. Alaska - An~ 
chorage. &rizona--North Phoenix, Tuc
son. Arkansas-Eureka Springs, Little 
Rock. CaUforni.a - Alhambra. Arcadia. 
Berkeley. Beverly Hills, Burbank, Bur
lingame, CanneL EI Monte Twp., Es
condido Twp. Fresno, Glendale, Ingle
wood. Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monro
via, "Oakland. Pasadena, San Diego, Sac
ramento, San Marino, San Francisco, 
San Mateo. Santa Barbara, Santa Mon
ica, South Gate. Colorado - Colorado 
Springs, Denver. COJUJ.eC.ticut-New Ha
ven, Hartford. 

Dist. of Colambi&--Washington. Flor
ida-Jacksonville. Miami. Georgia-At
lanta. Augusta. Hawaii - Honolulu. 
Maw. Idaho-Ada County, Boise, ID:IDois 
-Batavia, Champaign, Chicago. Dan
ville, Elmhurst, Evanston, Limestone 
Twp" Maywood, Peoria. Springfield, Ur
bana. Wilmette, Winnetka. IocJ.iana.--In
dianapolis, Fort Wayne, South Bend. 
lowa.--Cedar Rapids, Waterloo. KaDS'9-

Topeka. Louisiana-New Orleans. Maine 
-Portland. Ma.rylaDd-Baltimore. 

Massa.cbusetts-Beverly, Boston. Brook
line, Springfield, Worcester. Michigan
Davison Twp., Dearborn Twp., Detroit, 
Flint. Grand Rapids, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, Kalamazoo, Lansing, Muskegon. 
Roseville. Minuesota-Duluth. Minneapo
lis, St. Paul. Mississippi-J acksoD. Mjs.. 
soari-Independence. Kansas City, St. 
Louis. MoDtana-Butte, Helena. Nebras
ka-Mtl-cy, Omaha. Nevada-Reno. New
Jersey - Bergenfield, Dumont, East 
Orange, Englewood, Jersey City, Red 
Bank, Newark, Ridgewood, Teaneck. 
New Mexico-Albuquerque, Albuquerque 
N. 10. New York-Binghamton, Buffalo, 
Geneva, Jamestown. New· York, Roches
ter, Syracuse, Waterloo. Yonkers. North 
Carolina.--Greensboro-. North Dako-ta.
Fargo. 

Ohio--Cleveland, Dayton, Columbus, 
Lima, Mansfield, Todelo. Oklahoma-Ok-
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lahom./i City. Oregon-Portland. Pennsyl
vania-Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Scran
ton, West Chester, Rhode Island-Prov
idence. South Carolina - Columbia, 
Greenville. Sou.tb Dakota-8ioux Falls. 
Tennessee-Memphis. Nashville, Texas
Houston, San Antonio. Utah - Salt Lake 
City. Vermoni-Brattleboro. Virginia
Alexandria, Arlington. Wa.sh:ington-Kirk· 
land, MarysvHle. Monroe, Richmond 
Highlands, Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma. 
Wisconsin-Kenosha, Racine, Madison, 
Mil waukee, Shorewood, Somers Twp .• 
Wauwatosa. Wyoming-Laramie. 

Total Assemblies , ..... , ............ ,179 
Assemblies Contributing ., ... , ....... 155 
Assemblies not Contributing .. ,..... 24 
Groups Contributing ........... __ . . .. 51 
Individuals Contributing .... , ........ 375 

Programmer's Corner 
"Let him (the believer) also 

attempt to devise such methods 
as association with clubs, ex
h~bitions, and societies, lectures 
on subjects akin to the teach· 
ings and ideals of his Cause 
such as temperance, morality, 
social welfare, religious and 
racial tolerance, economic co
operation, Islam, and Compar
ative Religion. or participation 
in social, cultural, humanitar
ian, charitablet and educ.a tional 
organizations and enterprises 
which, while safeguarding the 
integrity of his Faith, will open 
up to him a multitude of ways 
and means whereby he can en
list successively the sympathy, 
the support, and ultimately the 
allegiance of those with whom 
he comes in contact. n 

--SlroGm EFFCNIlI 
Advent of Divine Justice, p. 43 

Hints for Action: 
1. Watch the newspapers in 

your town for the anotUlcement 
of the meetings of World Fed· 
eralists, Unitarians, and ~ci
eties for Peace. (Pan-American 
Week, April 12; World Trade 
Week, May 22 ; Lessons in 
Truth Week, - Unity. School-, 
September 12; Religious Book 
Week, October 23; etc.) 

2. Associate freely as a cour· 
teous listener at first, and then 
attract listeners t one by one, to 
hear the Message of BahO.
'u'llah. 

3. Watch for opportunities to 
invite your associates to fire
sides or to public meetings. 

-TJm NATIONAL PROGRAMMING 

COMMl'l"I'EE 
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ANNUAL REPORTS 1948-1949, A SUMMARY 
National Spiritual Assembly 

This is the third year of the Second 
Seven Year Plan, dedicated to con
solida tion of victories already won 
throughout the Americas, involving 
multiplication of Baha'i centers and 
bolder proclamation of the Faith to 
the masses; completion of interior 
ornamentation of the Holiest House 
of Worship in the Baha'i world; for
mation of National Spiritual As
semblies, pillars of the Universal 
House of J ustice, in the Dominion 
of Canada, Central and South Amer
ica; and the initiation of sustained 
teaching activity leading to the for
mation of local Spiritual Assemblies 
in ten countries of Western Europe. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Canada was estab
lished by the First Annual Conven
tion of Canadian Baha'is in April, 
1948. We are now the Baha'i com~ 
munity of the United States. 

The progress achieved in the other 
three projects is reported in detail 
by the respective Committees con
ducting the work. 

The Baha'is of the United States 
have 179 local Assemblies. Of tbese, 
51 are incorporated Wlder statutes 
of their respective States or Terri
tories. Incorporations effected in the 
past two years are: West Chester, 
Pa., May 5, 1947; Anchorage, Alaska, 
October 15, 1947; Boise, Idaho, Feb
ruary 12; Beverley, Mass., March 
4, Albuquerque, N. M., March 29; 
and Jamestown, N. Y., July 26, 1948. 

The 1948 Convention was blessed 
with a cable from the Guardian 
which said: "Joyfully acclaim bril
liant achievements transcending 
fondest hopes and setting the seal 
of complete victory on the stupend
ous labors undertaken by Ame·rican 
Baha'i commWlity in the second year 
of the Second Seven Year Plan." 
Shoghi Effendi also said: "Appeal 
to members of the community so 
privileged, so loved, so valorous, en
dowed with such poten tiali ties, to 
unitedly press fOI\V'ard, however af
flictive the trials their countrymen 
may yet experience, however griev
ous the tribulations the land of their 
heart's desire may yet suffer, how
ever oppressive an anxiety the tem
porary severance of external com
mwrications with the World Center 
of their Faith may engender, hoV1-
ever onerous the tasks stilI to be 

accomplished until every single ob
ligation under the present Plan is 
honorably fulfilled. . . ." 

In annoWlcing plans for the cur
rent year in June Baha'i News, the 
National Assembly explained its bud
get of $354,000. This vast undertak
ing included $69,000 to offset the def
icit incurred by the Temple Con
struction Fund the previous year; 
Temple construction, $100,000; Na
tional Committees, $91,975; Trustee 
properties, $17,500; Schools, $1,000: 
Administration~ $35,000; special it~ 
ems, including repairs to Temple 
structure, $21,800; and reserve, $11,-
625. 

Serious consideration of the prob
lems faced by the National Teach
ing Committee in dealing with small 
communities and groups throughout 
the United States led to the decision 
to decentralize the whole operation 
of consolidation work by setting up 
an Area National Teaching Commit
tee for each of the four sub-divisions 
of the United States charted by the 
Master in His Tablets of the Divine 
Plan. The purpose was to concen
trate more executive direction 'ana 
energy, and d,evelop a greater fa
miliarity with conditions within a 
smaller teaching area. 

On May 14, the Guardian cabled 
that he was delighted at "appoint
ment of new committees for consoli
dation of teaching work." 

In July the Assembly conducted 
a j oint conference with the officers 
of the four Area Committees t going 
over matters of policy. method and 
material, and invited the Program
ming and Public Relations Commit
tees to explain their plans. Consoli-
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dation work this year has been en
larged to cover teaching assistance 
to new and small communities up 
to a memberShip of fifteen aduTf Ba
ha'is. From then on the commWlity 
is expected to be permanently es
tablished and stabilized, with collect
ive capacity to conduct its own local 
teaching and proclamation cam
paigns, choosing whatever assist
ance it wants from any national 
committee. 

Still concerned with the rigourous 
duty to maintain all the newly 
formed and all small communities, 
on July 8 the National Assembly 
wrote all local Assemblies with a 
community of less than fifteen 
requesting consultation with the 
Regional Te aching Committee; and 
all the larger Assemblies urging that 
their Extension Teaching Commit
tees assist small communities and 
also work with groups to form new 
Assemblies. 

Meanwhile a printed BCall to the 
American Baha'is for Unity and Sac
rifice" was sent to every individual 
believer. "You, the individual 
Baha'i, are the mainspring of all 
action, the instrument of every sac
rifice, and the ultimate object of all 
the love, intended to serve the Faith 
of Baha'u'lliili. The progress of our 
great world mission rushes forward, 
or halts, just because you lend your 
will to it, or relax in your zeal and 
effort. " 

A National Programming Commit
tee was also initiated this year in 
order to make available teaching 
helps and materials better known 
and to initiate themes and programs, 
so that local communities might 
have more assistance in planning 
their fireside and public meetings. 

On May 18 the Guardian, in his 
extensive letter we have entitled 
"My Appeal to This God-Chosen 
Community" (May 18, 1948) set 
forth our particular tasks for the 
current year: 

"The placing, with care and 
promptitude, the successive' con
tracts, designed to ensure the unin
terrupted progress of the interior 
ornamentation of the Temple, at a 
time when the international situa
tion is fraught with so many com
plications and perils j the accelera
tion of the two-fold process de$igned 
to preserve'the status of the present 
Assemblies throughout the States of 
the Union and multiply their num-. 



her; the constant broadening of the 
bases on which the 'projected Latin 
American National Assemblies are 
to be securely founded; the steady 
expansion of the work initiated to 
give wider publicity to the Faith in 
the North American Continent and 
in circles associated with the United 
Nations; and, last but not least, the 
constitution of firmly established 
Assemblies in each of the remaining 
goal countries in Europe and the 
simultaneous initiation, in the COtul

tries already provided 'with such 
Assemblies, of measures aiming at 
the formation of several nuclei cal
culated to reinforce the structural 
basis of an infant administrativ~ 

Order-these stand out as the pri
mary and inescapable duties which 
the members of your Assembly-the 
mainspring of the multitudinous 
activities carried on in your home
land, in the Latin American field, 
and on the European front-must in 
this third year of the Second Seven 
Year Plan, befittingly discharge." 

Except for the warning implied in 
the Guardian's message to the 1948 
Convention already cited, the cur
rent year appeared to be proceeding 
along expected lines, Then t on 
November 3 the Assembly received 
the cablegram which introduced the 
new and challenging conception of 
crisis compelling us all to purify our 
vision and revise our plans. 

"The deepening crisis ominously 
Urrea tening' further to derange the 
equilibrium of a politically con
vulsed, economically disrupted, mor
ally decadent and spiritually mori
bund society ... The champion build
ers of Baha'u'Utih's rising world 
order must scale no bIer heights of 
heroism as humanity pIWlges into 
greater depths of despair, degrada
tion, dissension and distress. Let 
them forge ahead into the future 
serenely confident that the hour of 
their mightiest exertions and the 
supreme opportunity for their might
iest exploits must coincide with the 
apocalyptic upheaval marking the 
lowest ebb in mankind's fast-de
c1ining fortunes." 

Spiritually, no doubt, we are in 
our Wlderstanding of reality like 
insects who encompass only as much 
of a surface as they con tact while 
movmg over it-unless we recognize 
and accept guidance from an 
inspired source. The Guardian's 
words raise our vision to a height 
where we can see a greater area of 
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events and meanings than our own 
minds could produce. 

With startling swiftness the con
ception of Baha'i activity we held 
has been changed. Soon after the 
Guardian's warning of November 3 
it became apparent that Temple con
struction costs had gone up with the 
rise of the general price level. The 
cash reserve intended for the 
Temple in successive annual budgets 
had only been accumulated in part. 

The months of December and Jan
uary brought successive messages 
from Haifa which called for drastic 
revisions, even suspensions, of much 
established work, and committed the 
community to Temple contracts 
which are to proceed without inter
ruption until completion within two 
or two and a half years. Inter
America, European Teaching and 
United States consolidation teaching 
has been maintained, 

In February, March and April 
issues o( Baha'i News the Assembly 
has sought to share this tremendous 
epic of spiritual obligation with the 
friends. For sake of the record it is 
stated that the Assembly itself, with
out specific direction and authoriza
tion from the Guardian, would not, 
at that stage, have felt compelled to 
suspend the Schools and the maga
zine, and practically eliminate any 
com mit tee project involving 
expense. Our national Baha'i scene 
has changed, Until the Convention 
assimilates the facts, and a new 
assembly formulates plans for the 
coming year, the pattern will not be 
entirely clear. 

The Guardian has more than once 
associated our Temple work with the 
Shrine of the Bab. His message of 
March 16, so recently received and 
circulated, calls upon us to be 
worthy of our Martyr-Prophet the 
Centenary of whose Martyrdom will 
fall next year; and expects from 
us a degree of sacrifice comparable 
to that of the Baha'i heroes of the 
Dawn. liThe anticipated trials will 
enable its members to plumb 
greater depths of consecration, soar 
to nobler heights of collective 
endeavor, and disclose in fuller 
measure the future glory of their 
destiny," 

In order to give effect to the yearn
ing of the believers to discharge 
their great financial responsibility, 
the Assembly adopted and circulated 
a Plan enabling individual believers 
to contribute directly to the National 
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Fund a s well as continue 'their reg
ular local contribution. Detailed ref
erence to its provisions and its 
results pertains to the National 
Treasurer. 

Lack of space makes it impossible 
to mention m.ore than a few of the 
many subjects suitable for an annual 
report. 

Internationally. the supreme event 
is the construction by the Guardian 
of the facade of the Bab's Shrine on 
the slopes of Mt, Carmel. overlook
ing the Mediterranean Sea, in the 
Holy Land. This work has gone for
ward in one way or another without 
cessation, though this Baha'i year 
we were c:ut off from communication 
with the Guardian for more than two 
months. 

Next, the representation of the 
Baha'i International Community by 
delegates in United Nations confer
ences open to accredited interna
tional non-governmental organiza
tions: Geneva, Switzerland; Paris, 
France; Lawrence. Kansas; and 
Lake Success, New York. Moreover 
the Faith was represented by a dele
gate at the World Congress of World 
Federation Societies conducted in 
Luxembourg. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Canada has taken all necessary steps 
to apply for a Charter from their 
Parliament. The Charter, when 
granted, recognizes that Assembly 
as a legal body and confers upon it 
a constitution. 

Each newly enrolled believer is 
presented with a copy of the Mas
ter's Will and Testament and other 
literature with his letter of greet
ing and fellowship. This year an 
excellent new piece was prepared 
entitled "Your Experience as a 
Baha'i," which serves to orient the 
new friend in terms of Baha'i fellow
ship and community life. 

Intensive study has been made of 
the role of the Baha'i School in the 
commtmity, and the fruits of this 
work will appear when School ses
sions resume. A new committee on 
pamphlet 'literature has also made 
an extensive survey on types of sub
ject needing treatment and styles of 
presen ta tion making for the broadest 
popular appeal. 

From the accompanying annual 
reports the friends will be able to 
fill in the essential parts of the year 
May 1, 1948-April 30, 1949. 
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(These reports from national com
mittees cover the period from May 
I, 1948, to January 31, 1949. Usually, 
these are mimeographed and given 
to each delegate attending the Na
tional Convention so that he will be 
better prepared to participate in con
sultation at the Convention. The NSA 
voted, in view of the present finan
cial needs, not to publish Annual Re
ports for all the believers this year. 
Therefore, to save money and to 
serve two purposes, these condensed 
reports are being published in Ba/ui'i 
News to inform the delegates to the 
National Convention and also provide 
a brief record for ea ch believer.) 

American Memorial 
To 'Abdu'I·Bahli 

Mrs. Edith Inglis, Roy Wilhelm. Borrah 
Kavetin, Miss Doris Raymond, Miss 
Ethel Revell. Emerson Walker. Ben 
Dacus, Mrs, Carrie Kinney, Mrs, Harriet 
Kelsey. Walter Goodfellow, Robert Ful
ler. Mrs. Amy Raubitschek, secretary. 

The Thirty-Sixth Annual Gather
ing to commemorate IAbdu'I~Baha's 
visit to America was held Saturday, 
June 26, 1948, at the Baha'i Centre 
in West Englewood. Mr. Curtis Kel
sey acted as chairman. The theme 
was uBasis for a Lasting World 
Unity. n Speakers were Mrs. Terah 
C. Smith, Saffa Kinney, Ali Kuli 
Khan, and Robert Gulick. Miss Ethel 
Revell read the address given by 
'Abdu'l-Baha in 1912. About 500 
people were present. 

Area National Teachiag 
Committees 

1. Northeastern States 
Borrah Kavelin, chairman; Rustam 

Parman, vice-chairman; Mrs. Katherine 
McLaughlin, corresponding secretary; 
Mrs'. Della Quinl.a.n. recording secretary; 
CUrtis D. Kelsey, treasurer; Sally 
O'N elll, Allah K. Kalantar. 

In order to assist the 25 communi
ties with a membership of less than 
15, the committee worked from two 
angles: 

1. Teaching. Every goal has been 
helped to carry on the three mini
mum teaching activities adopted by 
the NSA, of one publicized meeting 
a month, at least one regular fire
side, and a study class for Baha'is, 
for which all have been urged to 
use the new outline on the Cove
nant. In order to attract and confirm 
the needed number of new believers, 
the uNortheastern Plan" was inaug
urated, by which every goal com
munity would hold one public meet-
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ing and three follow-up meetings a 
month, all lead by an outside Bah,,'i 
whenever possible. 

2. Strengthening the Assemblies. 
A large number of the goal com
munities were found to be lacking 
in knowledge of the Administration 
and in unity. Many have personality 
problems. A concentrated attempt 
has been made to help them through 
consultation with the ATe, and 
RTCs, and individual teachers. 

Status of goals on January 31: 
Total number of Baha'is in the 25 

goals-266 in June, 1948; 261 in Jan., 
1949. Twenty-one Baha'is moved out 
of the goals, eight or nine of them 
settlers; 11 moved into the goals: 
five believers enrolled in the goals. 

Of the goals, four have less than 
nine Baha'is; one has reached 15' 
six give good promise of reaching 
15. All are working to improve both 
in number and strength. 

Conferences. Two area confer
ences for all believers; two area 
conferences with all six RTCs. 
Eleven conferences between the A TC 
and individual RTCs. Conferences, 
sometimes more than one, have been 
held with 18 individual goals, either 
by the ATC or the RTCs. 

Bulletins for all Baha'is, except in 
communities over 15, have been dis
tributed monthly by the RTCs. Help 
has been given to groups and iso
lated believers, especially in two 
regions. 

As a whole, the assemblies are 
stronger than they were, more uni~ 
tied, more aware of their respon
sibilities and more positive in their 
attitude. All of the RTCs have given 
a great deal of time and effort. Four 
goals are being helped by the Exten
sion Teaching Committees of three 
assemblies, New York, Binghamton, 
and Jamestown. 

Z. Southern States 
John Inglis, chairman; Mrs. Annie 

Romer, secretary; David Ruhe, Mrs 
Margaret Rube, Mrl}. Louise Taylor, Mrs. 
Verna Inglis, Mrs. Mary Edson. 

There were only six assemblies on 
last May 1 with 15 or more Baha'is. 
Three assemblies have attained the 
goal with several more nearly at 
that point. There have been approxi
mately 30 new Baha'is enrolled and 
about the same number of transfers 
into the area, but five deaths and 
25 transfers out of the region cut 
down the increase. 

The Labor Day Conference at Ash
ville had to be cancelled due to polio. 
A very successful conference was 
held in November at Atlanta with 
Margery McCormick as consultant. 
A late February conference is 
planned for Memphis with Mrs. 
Margery McCormick as consultlant. 

Traveling teachers have included 
Dr. Glenn Shook, Mr. and Mrs. 
Crane. and Mrs. Ruth Moffett. Mrs. 
Moffett spent a month in Charleston, 
W. V., and then went on to Jackson, 
Miss., and Augusta, Ga. 

Considerable newspaper publicity 
has been obtained. The Pegler 
article appeared in several places 
and created interest. It was followed 
by splendid articles bringing out the 
truth about the Faith. Motion pic
tures have been used to quite an 
extent. Questionnaire cards have 
been used extensively in Texas. 
Materials sent by the Programming 
and Public Relations Committees 
have proved helpful and been quite 
widely used. Every community has 
had some type of public meeting. 
A contact was made with the Chero
kee Indians in North Carolina. 

There have been many problems 
and in many cases it is felt that 
much has been done to ensure a 
sounder foundation. There is, we 
feel, a greater nearness to and 
understanding of the Guardian, a 
keener appreciation of the intense 
need of the time, and a sense of 
facing reality and assuming more 
responsibility. 

3. Central States 
Monroe loas, chairman; Mrs. May T. 

Scheffler. secretary; Mrs. Amelia Col
lins, Mrs. Florence Gibson, Clarence 
Suhm. Dr. Katherine True, Mrs. Sarah 
Walrath. 

During the first nine months of 
this year the NTC has carried for
ward the general plan' set by the 
NSA. Through the untiring efforts of 
the RTCs, the Extension Teaching 
Committees, and the efforts of all 
Baha'is, a certain measure of suc
cess has been attained. We have had 
excellent cooperation from the 
believers toward the objective of 
conSOlidating new 1 y-established 
assemblies and bringing their num
ber up to at least 15. 

There were 38 communities which 
had to be brought up to 15. In most 
of these the number of native 
believers actually was less than 
nine, because of the settlers moved 
there in 1948. Present indications 



are that we will succeed ill holdillg 
the assembly status with all native 
believers, but only ill a few 
instances will we actual1y reach the 
number that we have set as our 
goal. This does not mean that there 
was any lag in the teaching effort) 
for in all cases the general plans 
outlined have been carried out. Pub-
lic meetings) classes for deepening 
the understanding of the believers 
themselves, as well as fireside meet
ings have been conducted regularly 
in the goal cities in this area. The 
Extension Teaching Committees con
tlnued the efforts they had started 
the previous year. 

In most cases assembly status last 
year was achieved by the bringing in 
of settlers. In many instances these 
settlers have moved back to their 
homes. The number of new believers 
needed to bring these assemblies up 
to 15 varied and in most cases we 
will not be able to brillg the number 
of native believers up to 15. 
Assembly status, however, will most 
likely be held secure. 

We may summarize as of January 
31: there are 31 assemblies in our 
area _ under 15; there are three hav
ing 16 believers or more; there are 
nine still under nine. 

4. Western States 
Mrs. Robert Kenny I chaiITIlan; Mrs. 

Jesma Herbert. secretary; Mrs. F1or~ 

ence Mayberry. recording secretary: 
David Mayberry. Winston Evans; John 
McHenry, treasurer. 

The NTC has so far this year is
sued six bulletins to all regions as 
well as useful teaching material and 
references. We have regularly and 
promptly transmitted material and 
suggestions from the National Pre>
gramming Committee. Individual 
teaching problems have been an
swered promptly. Regional confer
ences have been encouraged, and 
smaller district conferences and 
workshop conferences on special top
ics suggested and developed. A feel
ing of closeness with the RTCs has 
has been striven for. 

The regions have been educated 
to rely more fully on their own 
teaching resources. Weather inter
fered with teaching assistance 
planned for Montana and Oregon. 
Mrs. Kenny mad·e a teaching circuit 
through Washlngton and Oregon ill 
late January and February. Mr. Me
HeJU1' and Mrs. Herbert assisted in 
parts of California and Arizona. 

The NTC assisted ill the promotion 
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and support of the Tovm Meeting for 
Peace held in Pasadena and initiated 
by that Baha'i community. 

A thum bnail sun~ey of the area re
veals the following as of January 30: 
Alaska - 1 goal, ncar attainment. 
They have used traveling teachers, 
radio, publicity, and participation in 
a Fair. Five groups have been 
formed. Colorado-Wyoming. 2 
goals, one goal attained. Conferences 
have been held in the goal cities, 
and a ten day seminar in Denver. 
Idaho-Montana-Utah - three goals, 
one attained and one new assembly 
anticipated. Participation in North
ern Montana States Fair proclaimed 
the Faith widely; the region is workw 
ing energetically . New Mexico - 1 
goal which may be absorbed by an
nexa tion to a neighboring city, Con
sistent meetings and a fine confer
ence held. Northern California and 
Nevada - eight goals; two attained, 
four near attainment, two in a weak 
condition. Oregon - no goal city, 
but groups have been formed and 
teaching work stimulated. Washing
ton - five goals. Progress has been 
difficult but there is a hopeful up
ward trend. Frequent conferences 
have been held, and the National 
Programming schedule has been fol
lowed for public meeting circui'ts. 
South,,", California and Arizona _ 
19 goals; six have attained and most 
of the others are working consistent
ly. A Willter Institute, held ill 
Phoenix, Arizona, lent additional im
petus to the Arizona teachlng pro
gram. Four assemblies are in great 
danger of losing their status. 

Archives and History 
Dr. Otto Zmeskal, chairman; Mrs. 

Gertrude S. Struven, secretary; Miss 
Ruth Dasher. recording secretary, Mrs. 
Nelle Heath, ].4, D. Roach. Mrs, Corrine 
True, Dr. Khan Zia. 

The plan of activities for the com
ing year may be summed up as fol
lows: (1) the determmation of the 
number and authenticity of all u ..... 
published Tablets (The recipients of 
the published tablets have, with few 
exceptions, been ascertailled.); (2) 
the classification and cataloging 
of photographs now in the Archives; 
(3) Cataloging of the Master's Tab
lets; (4) cataloging of the Guardi
an's letters; (5) classification of new 
and existing material received for 
preservation in the Archives. 

Among the gifts received this year 
are: the personal collection of Ba
ha'i mementos of the late George 
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La timer; 179 Koda c!lt(~me color 
slides of the Temple; a scrapbook 
cqntaining notices and reviews of 
Jenabe Fac;Il's lectures and activiw 
ties in America; several journals 
kept by Mason Rerney on recent 
teaching tours; files of HMinutes of 
the Executive Board of Bahit'i Tem
ple Unity", March 1909 - May 1919; 
some beautiful Persian embroideries 
and hangings; a copy of lj 'Abdu'l
Baha's Talks Given in Paris" "with 
His own signature, a gift of the Ba
ha'i of the British Isles. 

Receipts were issued this year for 
223 letters from the Guardian and 
10 Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

The friends are strongly urged to 
send in the original Tablets now in 
their possession, both for preserva
tion and as, to quote the Guardian's 
own words: "No Tablets will be pub
lished in the future for which the 
original signed or sealed manu
scripts are not available." 

Audio-Visual Education 
Charles Wolcott, chairman; Mrs. Clyde 

S, Longyear. secretary; Mrs. Donald B. 
Keyes, Mrs. Charles Wolcott, Dr. Clyde 
S. Long-year, Arthur S. Patterson. Dr, 
David S. Rube, Archie Tichenor, Clar
ence Welsh. 

Several radical changes were 
made this year in committee func
tions. Baha'i Sales Committee and 
National Programming Committee, 
both centrally located, took sales and 
distribution, and the program usage 
of all visual and audio-visual mater
ials produced to date. Research and 
prod\lction of new materials were 
thus the chief responsibilities for this 
year. 

Production work has been carried 
out entirely by the eastern section 
of the committee, a three-man unit 
consisting of Dr. Ruhe, Mr. Tichenor 
and Mr. Welsh. Dr. Ruhe has con
tinued work on the slide film "Ba
ha'i Administration." A slide film 
about Green Acre was started as a 
new proj ect this year. 

Experimental work with commer
cial film strips has shown that many 
of them have too strong a propagan

. distic element for Baha'i program 
use. Research work on script and 
pictorial material has been carried 
out with a view to later productions. 

BahA'i News Editorial 
Mrs. Roberta ChrIstian, chairman, 

Gordon Fraser~ Mrs. Marga.ret J'amir. 
Regular monthly meetings· were 

held throughout the year with full 



12 

attendance of all members. We sus· 
tained a great loss in the death of 
Mrs. Bertha Kirkpatrick last May. 
During her period of service she 
prepared the "Suggested Daily 
Readings" column. Since her loss, 
Mrs. Delphia Kent, of Binghamtcn, 
N. Y. t has undertaken this service. 

The limitation of space in Baha'i 
News is our greatest problem, and 
we regret that we cannot USe all 
the fine material sent in. We strive 
constantly to improve the readabil
ity of the paper, keeping in mind 
the fact that the Guardian said he 
hoped it would become "the fore
most Baha'i journal in the world." 

Our efforts to make the paper 
readable and vital are constant 
because it is the official organ 
through which the National Assem
bly keeps in constant touch with 
every believer. Not to read each 
issue carefully is to miss many 
important commwlications. 

Baha'i World Editorial 
Com mittee for Vol. XU 

Robert L. Gulick, chainnan;- Virginia 
Breaks, corresponding secretary; Victor 
Alexander. Duan Vinson Brown. Georg
ina FitzGerald, Marzieh Gail, Mrs. Loyce 
Lawrence, Christine Lofstedt. Mrs. Sarah 
Pereira, Robert Powers. Mrs. Myrtle 
Sylva, Mrs. Marion Yazdi, Ali Yazdi. 

Volume XlI of The Bana', World 
covers the two-year period from 
April 1948 tc April 1950. Its general 
theme is "The Sovereignty of God" 
and "The Emergence of World Civi
lization. u 

Our obj ectives are to furnish as 
complete a picture as possible of 
the many activities carried on in 
the Cause during this period, to show 
the growth of the world community 
and the vital contributions the Baha'i 
Faith makes in the world tcday. We 
hope to make Volume XII an a ttrac
tive and mspiring source of infor
'mation both to Baha'is and non
Baha'is. 

The same divisions and classifi
cations of subj eet rna tter will be kept 
in Volume XII as are found in pre
vious volumes. Effort will be made 
to improve the quality of the mater
ial within this general plan, 'to widen 
the range of subject matter, to 
include new contributing writers and 
to have material representing all 
geographic areas where the Faith is 
established. 

Please send all suggestions, 
articles, photographs and other 
material for The Baha'i World to the 
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secretary, P. O. Box 238, Palo Alto, 
California. 

Chlld Education 
Mrs. Annamarie Honnold, chainnan; 

Mrs. Raymond Rouse, secretary; Mrs. 
Sylvia Pannalee. Mrs. Kit Goldstein. 
Mrs. Margaret Gal"Ven, Mrs. Amy Brady 
Dwelly, Miss Arline Lindenstruth I Mrs. 
Elizabeth Fox. Mrs. Gaylord Christen
sen, Mrs. Ruth Foster. 

The year's work may be summar
ized as follows: (1) "The Child's 
Way," a bi-monthly bulletin· avail
able tc all persons interested in 
training Baha'; children. (Cost: 10c 
per copy, 50c ·per year.) Purpose: 
UTa cooperate with child education 
facilities maintained in local com
munities and to foster parent edu
cation from the Baha'i point of 
view. n (2) Story sheets - short 
accoWlts of incidents in the life of 
'Abdu'l-Bahit, for the small child; 
mailed free of charge to all who 
subscribe to the bulletin. (3) A song 
book-approved by a previous com
mittee, can now be obtained for $1.00 
from the Publishing Committee. (4) 
Prayer book-revision of one pre
viously published, now awaiting NSA 
approval for publication. (5) "The 
Kingdoms of God"-an instructivet 

illustrated book for the interme
diate child, approved by a previous 
committee, will soon be sent to the 
NSA for approval for publication. 

European Teaching 
Miss Edna M. True. chairman; Mrs. 

Julia Shows, secretary; Mrs. S. W. 
French, Mrs. Enos M. Barton, Mrs. 
Philip G. Sprague, Mr. Leroy 108.8, MrS. 
Sylvia 1035, Dr. Katherine True. Mrs. 
Thomas R. Wood. 

The First European Teaching 
conference was held in Genoa, 
Switzerland, from May 22 tc May 
26. Four Committee members, Mary 
Sprague, Edna True, Sylvia and 
Leroy Ioas, were in attendance. The 
American Baha'is were also repre
sented by Sara and Paul Harris who 
later undertook a leaching trip 
through several countries. In all, 92 
Baha'is from 18 cOWltries were pres
ent. The spirit of unity and loving 
fellowship prevailed and the results 
of the Conference far exceeded hopes 

. and expectations. (Reports of the 
Conference have appeared in past 
issues of Bah(Pi News.) 

Since the Geneva Conference, the 
committee has concentrated on con
solidation of goals already achieved, 
development of communities already 

established in seven of the goal coun~ 
tries aod establishment of local 
assemblies in the other three, the 
translation, publication and dissem
ination of literature, and the begin
ning of some extension work. 

Last summer the committee sent 
Beatrice Ashton to all of the newly
established assemblies to give them 
intensive study in Administration. 
Mason Remey visited many centers 
as an itinerant teacher, and Mrs. 
Joel Stebbins spent several weeks in 
Switzerland. Jeanne Bolles visited 
all the Scandinavian centers. Excel
lent results were reported from the 
visits of all of these itinerant teach
ers. 

Marion Little returned to Europe 
as a pioneer. Doris and Don Corbin 
went as pioneers to Sweden in Octo
ber. In late January an important 
change was made in the ETC Gen~ 
eva Office. Etty Graeffe went tem
porarily as a pioneer to Luxem
bourg en route home to care for her 
aging parents. Honor Kempton was 
asked to replace Mrs. Graeffe as 
the representative in the Geneva 
Office. 

Despite the financia 1 crisis here on 
the home front, the Guardian cabled 
that he waoted the Committee to 
hold another teaching conference 
this summer. Plans are therefore 
being developed for a second con
ference in August. 

The number of newly declared 
believers in the goal countries shows 
a gain of 62 since last Convention. 

International Relief 
Representative: Mrs. Beatrice Ashton. 

From the International Fund $1600 
has been received and been put into 
CARE orders to help pay workers 
restcring the building bought by the 
German NSA for their NatiOnal 
Headquarters in Frankfort. From 
this amount 125 Food Packages and 
65 SWiftning Packages have been 
sent, and acknowledged by the Ger
man NSA. Work has progressed so 
that a part of the building will be 
ready for their National Convention 
this spring. 

A special donation from iraq was 
used for German relief. 

A complete list of Baha'!s in Ger
many has been received from the 
Social Committee of the German 
NSA. A complete list of Bahit'is of 
France, received last year, has been 
kept up to date. The Bahit'i Interna-



tional Bureau, Geneva, keeps us in
formed of conditions· and needs of 
Baha'is in other countries of Europe 
not under the ETC. 

From May 1, 1948, to January 31, 
1949, a total of 115 requests has been 
received from Baha'is or Baha'i com
IDWlities for addresses for package 
sending. It is known that 199 pack
ages have been sent to addresses 
given out on these requests. Every 
Baha'i community and group, as \vell 
as isolated Baha'is, in Germany have 
received packages, the number be
ing in accord with the size and need 
of the community. 

One or more CARE packages have 
been sent to every Baha'i community 
or group in the U. S., British, and 
French Zones of Germany. This has 
been made possible through the re
quests of Baha'is and communities in 
the United States cooperating with 
the International Relief Representa
tive so that distribution could be 
guided. The local efforts can be illu
strated by the Baha'i Children's 
Class of Philadelphia which sent a 
CARE food package to the Baha'i 
children of a large German commu
nity. 

Any Baha'i or community or group 
that has had a share in thus encour
aging the Baha'is of these other 
countries during these days of diffi
culty has had a real and active part 
in helping to spread the Baha'i spirit 
and the Baha'i teachings in these 
lands. 

IBter-Arnerican 
Edwin W, Mattoon, chairman; Miss 

Julie Regal, secretary; Mrs. Dorothy 
Baker, Mrs. Amelia Collins. Miss Eliza
beth Cheney. Ellsworth Blackwell, John 
Eichenauer, Charles M. lOBS, Miss Eve
lyn Larson, Mrs. Loulie Mathews I Miss 
Gwenne Sholtis. 

During 1948-49 our Baha'i brothers 
to the South have awakened to the 
importance, the responsibilities, the 
functions, and the demands upon 
themselves of their own National 
(Territorial) committees and have 
arisen with great enthusiasm to 
meet the challenge set before them 
by the Guardian - the formation of 
their own independent National Spir
itual Assemblies in 1951. 

Last August, the following powers 
were turned over to their two N a
tional Teaching Committees: full au
thorityover the RTCs (one for each 
country) in their territories, over the 
gathering and disbursing of all funds 
contributed from their territories, 
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over their quarterly bulletins, In con
sultation with the lAC. they super
vise their traveling teachers and 
draw up the agenda for the Annual 
Congresses. 

Regional conventions (one for each 
country) were held during Novem
ber, at which reports on Baha'i activ
ities in that country were presented 
and discussed. and the delegate to 
the Congress was elected. 

The real d.evotion and genius and 
the rapid advancement of the Latin 
American Baha'is were demonstrat
ed at the Conventions held simul
taneously at Gua temala and at Sao 
Paulo. For weight of achievements, 
all previous Latin American conven
tions were eclipsed. The improve
ment and increase in the number of 
publications in Spanish and Portu
guese, preparation of radio scripts, 
publication of the bulletin, organiza
tion of youth groups, strengthening 
of communities, and broadcasting 
the Message were amply discussed 
and a series of recommendations 
made to the NTCs and the lAC. 

Latin teachers have stepped in
creasingly to the fore this year and 
have rendered wonderful service. 
Bolstering their efforts are 17 pio
neer teachers from the United 
States, most of them resident set
tlers. More pioneers who will be
come self-supporting resident set
tlers are needed. The lAC urges any
one who can tmdertake such a proj
ect to communicate with their secre
tary. 

A series of lessons on the Faith is 
mailed out by Elizabeth Cheney to 
contacts made by teachers in Latin 
America who request this kind of 
follow-up. 

A revised Spanish edition of 
Baha'u'lwh and the New ETa has 
been published this year; also a 
translation of an abridgement of God 
Passes By. A procedure entitled 
"The Spiritual Bahati Community" 
was written by Elizabeth Cheney 
and has been mimeographed and dis
tributed to all groups, assemblies, 
and RTCs. 

Library 
Mrs. Stuart Sims. chairman-secretary; 

Mrs. Dorothy Fisher. Mrs. Helen Lawser, 
Duncan McAlear. 

In this committee the secretarial 
work is distributed in the corre
spondence assigned in connection 
with various types of libraries, and 
each member has assigned tasks 
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and projects after consultation. The 
chairm an was elected to act as sec
retary.in keeping records and files 
together and to make over-all 
reports. 

This year 31 books and 16 sets of 
our most attractive pamphlets were 
given to 31 libraries; this literature 
was donated to 26 public libraries, 
four college libraries, one Army Post 
library. Letters were sent to 40 "bar
ren libraries" in the Southern States 
with a book offer. 

Cards were sent to all assemblies 
announcing Religious Book Week 
and suggesting arranging displays. 
Twelve assemblies reported interest
ing results where Baha'i books were 
given pra:minence. 

National Progran,.ming 
Mrs. Dorothy Baker, chairman; Mrs. 

Margery McCormick. vice-chairman; 
Mrs. Myrtle Wendler. secretary; Miss 
Elsie Austin, Mrs. Mary Haggard. John 
Haggard, Leroy loas, Mrs~ Ruth Moffett. 
Arthur Patterson, Mrs. Sarah Pereira, 
Mrs. Florence Reeb, Mrs. Gertrude Stru
ven, Mrs. Marguerite True. 

The functions a ssigned to this 
committee were: "To assemble, 
publicize and establish the coordi
nated use of all types of materials; 
to plan coordinated series of meet
ings on the public level and on the 
intimate fireside level; to program 
types of meetings for deepening in 
the Faith; to promote the develop
ment of teachers and to carry on 
such assigned public teaching activ
ities as the NSA may choose to pro
mote in the course of the years. n 

These fWlctions were given with 
the definite hope for public cam
p~igning, but this was given up 
because of the financial crISlS. 
Teacher training for campaign ser
vice was also laid aside. The motto 
for the year became "Help the 
believers help themselves.' ~ 

The committee recommended four 
minimums for teaching: one public 
meeting a month, one regular fire
side t one deepening class, and indiv
idual daily effort to attract and con
firm one person this year. 

The following bulletins designed 
particularly to assist the smaller 
communities have been issued: 1-
Teaching facilities, 2-Programming 
for Public Meetings, 3---Program
ming for Deepening our Faith, 4-
Programming for Revitalizing our 
Feasts, 5-Pioneering at Home t 6-
Reminder for Winter Term of Deep
ening, 7-:-Reminder for the Winter 
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Public Series, 8-Final Facilities 
Bulletin, 9---Preparation for Mem~ 
bership, 1000pring Reminder. 

The Programmers' Corner appear
ing monthly in Bahci'i News has been 
designed to assist the .individuaL It 
has stressed contact and fireside 
work and called attention to special 
public opporttUlities from time to 
time. 

After programming the Public 
Relations syllabus and the course on 
the Covenant prepared by the Study 
Aids Committee, the committee pre
pared a syllabus entitled Story Sup
plement to God Passes By. A map 
of the journeys of the Biib, Bahii
'u'llah, and 'Abdu'I-Bah.a, a directive 
sheet for pronunciation of Persian 
names, and a breakdown of the 
study of God Passes By into twenty 
convenient lessons accompanies the 
Supplement. The Supplement i tsel! 
is composed of mories taken from 
many accredited published sourceSt 
including Ma(imud's Diary. 

The lending library of films set up 
by the committee is listed in detail 
in Bulletin No. 10000pring Reminder. 

A fireside companion piece is 
planned to follow the Story Supple
ment to God Passes By. Based on a 
new approach to Baha'u'll<ih and the 
New ETa, this teacher's guide is 
geared to the new inquirer, and 
offers a few suggestions, questions, 
and stories for each chapter. 

Reference lists and suggested 
readings from which to draw for 
Bahit'i weddings, funerals, and anni~ 
versaries are now under review. 

Public Relations 
Horace Holley. chairman; Richard Mca 

Curdy. secretary; William C. Henning. 
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton. Mrs. Alice S. Cox. 
Mrs. Doris Holley, Mrs. ruchard Mc
CUrdy, William Foster. Clarence Ullrich. 
William R. Lacey. 

The function of pnblic relations is 
to develop a favorable awareness of 
and interest in the teachings of the 
Baba'i World Faith. The committee 
has tried to set in motion a process 
which tends to carry more and more 
individuals through three stages of 
Bab8.'i contact: (1) - acquaintance 
with the Faith, (2) - interest in and 
some familiarity with basic teach
ings, (3) - a desire to study the 
teachings and attend public Baba'i 
meetings. 

National publicity and advertis
ing have helped to create a recog
nition for the Faith. By mailings of 
the bulletin "World Religion" and 
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by special mailings, opportunity to 
attain knowledge is offered, In the 
third stage, the individual i~ pre-
pared to notice aIll10uncements of 
local activities and in time attend 
them. A by-product of this process 
is to win respect for the Faith from 
key people in a position to exert 
influence. An example of this is the 
increasing number of students who 
apply for literature in order to write 
a paper or term thesis on the Baha'i 
teachings, Other examples are the 
references to the Faith in current 
books and magazine articles. 

The Baha'i Public Relations theme 
adopted this year was practically 
handed to the committee by the 
development of a public crisis in the 
field of education and religion, The 
problem of teaching religious truth 
has blown up in schools and 
churches and has become an issue 
not merely in the United States but 
one way or another in every civi· 
lized country. 

By September the committee was 
prepared to send out a broadside 
announcement of a national adver· 
tising and publicity campaign in 
which local communities might par
ticipate. By October 29 all the new 
material was' ready and a packet 
of samples of fourteen different 
items was given each assembly. 

By December the committee had 
filled orders for mats, query cards 
or printed matter from no less than 
141 communities and groups. Clip
pings of publicity have been received 
from 115 communities and groups. 
The compilation called "What Mod
ern Man Must Know about Religion" 
which the committee started for its 
own guidance and inspiration, has 
gone through three editions with the 
Publishing Committee. 

The heart of our Public Relations 
work lies in the reflection of the Holy 
Spirit by the communities and 
groups. This is the third and final 
stage in the proclamation and con
solidation of the Faith in our coun
try. National public relations can 
but proclaim; local public relations 
must not only proclaim but attract, 
instruct and confirm. To serve the 
local community, Baha'i Public 
Relations goes farther than to offer 
an opportunity to participate in a 
national campaign. It strives also to 
help· train a body of local workers. 

Questionnaires 
Ward M. Calhoon. chairman; Herbert 

Suhm, treasurer; Mrs. Sylvia Calhoon. 
secretary; Dessel Suhm. Jean Bohn. 
Ruth Shulz, Barbara Perleberg. 

The Question Cards published this 
year were the number nine for Tem· 
pIe guides, number six mailing type, 
and the number six regular for per
sonal use and at public meetings. 

The Mailing type questionnaire 
again led in popularity for several 
reasons: I-low cost. 2-selective value 
since they may be directed to any 
desired segment of the population, 
3-the cards get at the subjects of 
greatest interest to the contact, 40-
each believer can take part by send
ing out cards. 

Reviewing 
Mrs. Marguerite Firoozi. chairman; 

Miss Elizabeth Brooks. Mrs. MarioD. 
Mills, Miss Gretchen Westervelt. 

The following manuscripts have 
been submitted to the Reviewing 
Committee from May 1, 1948, to Jan
u.ary 31, 1949, and reports thereon 
sent to the National Assembly: A 
Primer on the Baha'i Faith by Miss 
Helen Frink; Human Relations 1ar 
World Unity, a compilation by Mrs. 
Cox; What Modern Man Must K7IOto 
About Religion, a compilation from 
the Public Relations Committee; 
God IsM an t 8 Goal, a compilation by 
W. Kenneth Christian; Religimu 
Education for a Peaceful Society, a 
compilation from the Public Rela
tions Committee; Man: The Su
preme Talisman, a compilation from 
the Public Relations Committee; 
The Religion Of World Unity. a com
pila tion from the Public Relations 
Committee; Fundamental RequiTe
ments oj Membership, a compilation 
received from the N. E. Area 
Teaching Committee; Sarah J. FaT
mer, by Margaret Ford, received 
from the Green Acre Committee; An 
Awakening, by Cynthia Rather Lea
lie; Translation of the Foreword of 
an Italian edition of Hidden W ard$, 
received from the European Teach. 
ing Committee. 

Schools 
1. Geyserville 

Arthur L. Dahl. Jr .. chainnan; MnI. 
Louise A. Groger, secretary; Mrs. Mary 
Collison. Miss Blossom Hay. Mrs. Jesma 
Herbert, Paul Jones. Miss Charlotte IJD.
foot. Miss Glaciyce Linfoot, Gustav Lowe.. 
Dr. Mildred Nichols, Mrs. Arna Pernm. 
Mrs. Bernice Stroessler, JobD Stroessler. 
Mrs. Jessie Vanderford.. N. F. Ward, 
Mrs. Helen Wilks. 

The twenty-second annual session 
of the Geyserville Bahii'i School, 



from June 20 to August 1, 1948, pre
sented the most varied academic 
program yet offered, in three two
week sessions, to 165 different indi
viduals, including 13 inquirers and 
46 children under 15, whose stay at 
, the School was more than a visit of a 
day or two. The Annual Unity Feast 
was held on Sunday, July 4, between 
the first and second sessions so that 
students from both groups might at· 
tend it. Childrens' classes were of
fered for the first four weeks, an 
increase of two weeks in their pro
gram made possible by the new 
building for children's classes. It had 
been erected since last summer by 
the Maintenance Committee. New 
lamps in the Administration Build· 
ing, a paved patio in the back of it, 
and a public address system for use 
under the Big Tree were other much 
appreciated Maintenance Commit
tee improvements. 

The following ten courses were 
given in each two week period: 
Baha'i Administration, The Baha'i 
Way of Living, uGod Passes By", 
Research in the Spiritual Teachings 
of the Faith, Advanced Research, 
Fundamental Teachings of the Ba
M'i Faith, Isl<im, The Planning and 
Delivery of Baha'i Talks, Prog1'es. 
sive Religion, Principles of Bahci'i 
Teaching. 

Afternoons were used for study, 
rest, recreation and informal discus· 
sion groups. Evening programs in
cluded recorded music, motion pic· 
tures, art classes for adults, public 
meetings, panel discussions and 
dances. 

2. Green Acre 
Marguerite Sears, cbairman; Edith 

Segen, recording secretary; Dorothy 
Fisher, corresponding secretary; Dr. 
Genevieve L. COY. Dr. Glenn P. Shook. 
Rustam Payman. Clarence Welsh, Rene 
Welsh. Lucien McComb. 

In the 1948 season classes were 
held for nine weeks, from July 5 
through September 4. 

The lecture-discussion courses 
were as follows: Hidden Words, The 
Pit1ine Art of Living, What Modern 
Man Must Know about Religion, The 
lqan, Some Answered Question, Parts 
3 and 4, Changing Y OUT Thinking, 
The Advent of Divine Justice, 
BaM', Questions and AmweTs. 
Throughout the summer there was a 
course on the IntroducJ;ion to the 
Faith for those at the School who 
were not Bah .. 'Is. 
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Students had the advantage of Dr. 
Shook's experienced help in the Re
search Seminar which also was held 
during the nine weeks of the session, 
A course in Effective Speech was 
given .in July and in August. 

Other work-shop courses were: 
Psychology of Teaching, Baha'i Ad
ministration, Creating Public Inter· 
est, Training Teachers tOT Baha'i 
Children's Classes~ Current Events 
in the Light of the Bahti~i Teachings, 
Creative Writing, Radio Script 
Writing. 

The Junior School, for children 
from two to fourteen, was in session 
for six weeks. Three teachers were 
responsible for the "york in the morn
ings, 9:30 to 12:15, Mondays through 
Saturday. In the afternoons, five 
days a week, there are two hours 
of supervised recreation. 

During Youth Weeks, from July 25 
to August 7, the youth prepared their 
own program, selecting their own 
adult counselors and teachers for the 
courses they wanted. Another suc
cessful week was Young Adult Week, 
August 22 to 28, for young adults 
between the ages of 21 and 30. 

3. International 
Mrs. Loulle Mathews, chairman; Mrs. 

Bahiyyih Ford, secretary; Mrs. Gladys 
Roberts, Miss Ophelia Crum. Mrs. Wand~ 
en Kane, Mrs. Sylvia loas, Bishop Brown, 
Edwin Mattoon, Harry Ford. 

The International School held two 
ten-day seSSions, June 19 to July 10. 
Students registered from the States, 
South America, Europe and Asia. 

The subjects taught were: Book 
Study, Some Answered Questions; 
lectures and work~shops on interna· 
tional teaching, Latin America and 
Europe, Administration. The teach· 
ers were: Mrs. Loulie Mathews, Mrs. 
Gayle Woolson, Mrs. Marion Little, 
Miss Flora Hottes, and Mr. Leroy 
loas. 

Annual Regional Day 1 with a pic
nic dinner and all-day program, was 
largely attended. In cooperation with 
the Colorado Springs Assembly, pub
lic lectures and a concert by School 
persOlUlel were given. 

There was a unanimity of feeling 
that here at this beautiful School 
was an ideal place for spiritual, men· 
tal and physical sustenance. 

4. Louheleu 
Mrs. Marguerite True, chairman; Mrs. 

Helen Eggleston, corresponding secre-
tary; Robert Gaines, recording secre
tary: Mr.. Bertha Hyde Kirkpatriclt. 
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Mrs. Clinton Wideman, Arnold Ketels, 
Paul Pettit, Mrs. Addie Miller, Miss 
Phyllis Hall. 

T:~is was the first season when 
the Louhelen School did not depend 
completely upon the experienced 
guidance of its fOWlders Helen and 
Lou Eggleston. Maintenance of the 
School and the conduct of the seS
sions were the responsibility of the 
School Maintenance and Program 
Committees respectively. Mr. Arn
old Ketels acted as the able resident 
director, and members of the Pr~ 
gram Committee or their appointees 
served as teaching coordinators at 
each session. An unusually fine corps 
of vohmteer Baha'i teachers gave 
of their time as inspirational lead
ers of the courses. 

Each session was arranged arOlUld 
a new skeleton curriculum, in the 
hope that every week would present 
a variety of facets about the Faith, 
and that those students who stayed 
for several sessions would find no 
repetition, but rather a wide and 
ever-expanding field for thought and 
research. This new curriculum was 
the brain child of Mrs. Bertha Kirk
patrick. 

One more "first" that flowered in 
1948 was Homecoming for Louhe1en 
alumni over the Labor Day week
end. The School was showered by 
its students with linen, books and 
tools. The summer's work was 
marked by a deep feeling of dedi
cation to the tasks set us by our 
Guardian. The year closed with an
other successful Winter Session de-
voted to study and practice in the 
Baha'i way of life. 

Service for the Blind 
Mrs. Amedee Gibson, chairman; John 

F. Gibson. secretary; Dr. Vera Graham, 
Mrs. Melba Call King, Mrs. Mabel Per
ry, Mrs. Gertrude .Schurgast, Miss Ella 
Quant. 

The first nine months of the year 
brought many opportunities for the 
expansion of our work. We have re
ceived many requests for informa
tion, and s ales are increasing rap
idly. Books have been purchased for 
displays, for contact work, and gifts 
to blind people. There are now many 
more blind inquirers. 

The first Braille edition of The 
Renewal of Civilization was com· 
pleted in July. A step by step pro
duction by means of which the 
braille plates and the work done last 
year were paid for from that year's 
budget, made it possible to com-
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plete the work at a very little cost 
this year. 

A copy of the Talking Book World 
Order Through World Faith was ac
cepted by the Radley Correspond
ence School for the Blind, This school 
is the only correspondence school 
for the blind in the war Id. 

A gift copy of The Renewal of 
Civilization, in Braille Grade 2, was 
presented to each of the 25 Distribut
ing Libraries for the Library of Con
gress. Gift copies were also present
ed to five major libraries outside 
the United Stales. 

Correspondence \,Vith blind inquir
ers is carried out by committee 
members in both English and Esper
anto Braille. 

Study Aids 
Charlotte Linfoot, chairman; Burnice 

Brophy. Mary Collison, Nellie -Roche. 
Mamie L. Seto. . 
Material Produced: 

1. The Fireside Teaching Method. 
a -manual on developing and con
ducting fireside meetings, with sug
gestions of subjects to be covered 
in inquirers' classes. 

2. Study and Discussion Outline for 
What Modern Man Must Know about 
Religion. 

3. An outline for the study of The 
Covenant, consisting of quotations 
from the Writings. 
Articles Published: 

The committee prepared for Ba
ha'i News a review of current study 
outlines and also a Hquiz" designed 
to assist the friends in checking their 
knowledge and practice of the fire
side teaching method. 
Material Being Prepared: 

1. A general study, which will 
probably become a series of four 
outlines, to replace several excellent 
outlines now obsolete. One outline, 
God~ His Ma.niJestations, and Man, 
has been completed. The textbook 
is BaJui'i World Faith. 

2. Material used in three courses 
at the 1948 session at the Geyser
ville School has been made avall
able to the committee for possible 
use for study outlines. 
Special Projects: 

In April an appeal was made 
through Baha'i News for vohmteers 
to assist in looking up references for 
possible use in the proposed general 
study outline. Fifty-seven Baha'is 
responded, of whom 33 accepted and 
completed one or more assignment;s:. 

APRIL, 1949 

The committee is deeply gratefuJ 
for this valuable assistance. 

Temple Program 
Margarite Ullrich, chairman; Nina 

Matthisen, secretary; Florence Zmeskal, 
Helen Roach, Clarence Suhrn, Ruth West
gate, William Foster, Harriet Hilpert. 
Edwin Koyle. 

The work at the Temple Wlder the 
supervision of this committee is the 
planning of the public meetings on 
Sunday afternoons, the Children's 
Hour, and the guide work. 

There were 41 different speakers 
on the programs of the Sunday after
noon public meetings, 20 of these 
being out-ot-town speakers. Forty
three different chairmen served dur
ing this past year. (Space does not 
permit our listing the speakers or 
chairmen). 

One Sunday each month the Chil
dren's Hour is devoted to art les
sons and to art appreciation. Music 
is a regular part of their activities. 
The children presented an inspiring 
program at one of the Sunday pub' 
lie meetings. 

The Temple slides and recorded 
narra ti ve are shown on Sundays and 
holidays. 

The need for more guides is 
a continual problem. Two guide 
classes were conducted ~der the 
direction of the committee. 

The Temple was open daily for 
visitors from June 2 to October 16. 
The total of visitors from May 1 to 
January 31 inclusive was about 23,-
600. This includes tours made by or
ganizations of all kinds, numbering 
from 20 to 200. Many of the visitors 
were from out of the country. 

Station WNMP in Evanston each 
Saturday afternoon announces the 
next day's public lecture at tlle Tem
ple. Skokie papers have kept their 
readers informed of Temple activi
ties. Both National and International 

. Youth Days were observed at the 
Temple by appropriate programs 
presented by the youth. The Ques
tionnaire cards, which are given out 
with the souvenir folder to Temple 
visitors, are bringing increasingly 
good results, some requests for lit
erature having come from as far 
away as Turkey. 

World Order Editorial 
Dr. Garreta Busey, editor; Mrs. El

eanor Hutchens, managing editor; Mrs. 
Mable Paine, Mrs. Gertrude Henning. 
Victor de Araujo, Pearle Easterbrook, 
Mrs. Elsa Blakely, Robert Durr. 

The editors of World Order feel 
that with the inclusion of the pic
ture, the selection of articles of gen-· 
eral interest, the balancing of each 
issue, the elimination of articles that 
are too cozy or esoteric, the maga
nne has become a good teaching 
medium. The plan has been to' 
deepen the understanding and spiri-· 
tual capacities of Baha'is and to pro
vide a medium for teaching the Faith 
to new people. We hope that we suc-
ceeded in a measure, at least. 

The present emergency suspends. 
our work for the time being. 
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The Guardian's Message to 
The Forty-first Annual Baha'i Convention 

1949 . 
Desire share with attendants at Forty~first American Baha'i Convention 

feelings of joyous gratitude evoked by the steady acceleration of the dual 
process of expansion and consolidation of the Baha'i World Community as 
well as the perspicuous evidences of divine protection vouchsafed the 
World Center of the Faith during the course of the third year of the second 
Seven Year Plan. The number of countries included within the pale of the 
Faith is ninety-four. Languages into which BaM'i literature is translated, 
and Assemblies, local and national, incorporated, now total fifty-six and one 
hundred five, respectively. Baha'i literature now being translated into 
fourteen additional languages. The number of centers in Latin America is 
one hundred and nine. The fourth "bjective "f the present Plan has been 
achieved fnur years ahead of schedule through the formation of a Spiritual 
Assembly in each of the ten goal countries on the European continent. 
Centers established. in these countries total thirty-one, newly enrolled native· 
believers, one hundred fifty-four. Nearly a million dollar drive to complete 
the Mother Temple of the West has been auspiciously launched and 
construction of interior sections of the ornamentation initiated. Number of 
settlements in Greenland provided with Baha'i scriptures raised to forty
eight, including Thule, beyond the Arctic Circle and Etah near eightieth 
latitude. Number of American States, Territories and Federal Districts 
recogni2ing Baha'i marriage raised to eighteen. Restoration of the newly 
acquired German national f.Iap.atu'l-Quds at Frankfurt has been com
menced. Formulation of five year plans for German and Egyptian National 
Assemblies, culminating at the Centenary of the Birth of Baha'u'!l8h's 
prophetic Mission, completes the number of National Assemblies pledged 
to achieve within appointed time specified goals in five Continents. The 
European Teaching Conference convened at Geneva inaugurating series of 
annual gatherings designed to cnnsolidate the tremendously significant 
transatlantic project. Baha'i observers accredited by United Nations 
participated in Conference on Human Rights, Geneva; United Nations 
General Assembly, Paris. BaM', representative attended Luxembourg 
general conference world movement for world federation. First all-red 
Indian Assembly consolidated at Macy, Nebraska. Building operations on 
Arcade of Bilb's Sepulchre commenced forty years after official interment of 
His remains by 'Abdu'l-BaM. Prolonged h"stilities ravaging Holy Land 
providentially terminated. Baha'i Holy Places, unlike th<>se belonging to 
other faiths, miraculously safeguarde.t. Perils no less grave than those 
which threatened the World Center of the Faith under 'Abdu'I-Hamid and 
JamBl. Pasha and through Hitler's intended capture of the Near East, 
averted. Independent sovereign State within confines of Holy Land estab
lished and recognized, marking termination of twenty century-long provincial 
status. Formal assurance of the protection of Bah,,'i holy sites and continua
tion "f BaM'i pilgrimage given by Prime Minister of newly emerged State. 
Official invitation extended by its government on the histo-ric occasion of 
the opening of the State's first parliament. Official record of Baha 'f 
marriage endorsed, Baha'i endowments exempted by responsible a~thorities 
of the same State. Best wishes for the future welfare of the Faith of 
Bahlo'u'IlOh conveyed in writing by the newly-elected Head of the State in 
reply to congratulatory message addressed him upon assumption of his 
office. Appeal entire community, through assembled delegates, in thankful 

(Continued on pUQe 2) 
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Convention Cablegram to 
Guardian, Thursday, 

April 28, 1949 
This gathering, in solemn con

vention. turns with profound 
love to our Beloved Guardian in 
this fateful hour. Offer heartfelt 
thanks for expressions of en~ 
couragement. Pledge rededica~ 
tion, unremitting zeal in suc
cessful consummation all ob
jectives. Endeavor generate 
awareness of individual and col
lective responsibility. Implore 
continuing prayers for our 
greater obedience, unwavering 
devotion and sustaining grace. 

FORTY-FIRST ANNUAL BA.uA'i 
CoNVENTroN 

Annual Eieelion 

Election of nine members of 
the National Spiritual Assem
bly, April 29, 1949, and eleven 
names of believers who followed 
in votes cast. 

1. National Spiritual Assembly 

Mr. Horace Holley ....... 136 
Mrs. Dorothy Baker ...... 134 
Mr. Paul Haney .......... 129 
Mr. Philip Sprague ....... 126 
Mrs. Amelia Collins ...... lOS 
Mr. Kenneth Christian. . .. 95 
Miss Elsie Austin. . . . . . . .. 87 
Miss Edna True. "'" . . . . . .. 86 
Mr. Leroy loa •........... 84 

2. Next Highest Votes 

Mr. Matthew Bullock ..... 65 
Mrs. Mamie Seto ......... -1.2 
Mr. H. Borrah Kavelin ... 35 
Dr. Ka tbryn True. . . . . . .. 33 
Mrs. Marjorie McCormick 19 
Mr. Lawrence Hautz ..... 18 
Dr. Robert Gulick ........ 16 
Mr. Rafi Mottahedeh ... " 15 
Mrs. Marziah Gail....... 13 
Mr. Robert McLaughlin .. 13 
Mr. Carl Scheffler. . . . . . .. 18 
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recognition of the manifold blessings vouchsafed the Faith and in response 
to the alert sounded for the present emergency, to arise and demonstrate 
more conspicuously than ever before, through greater austerity at home 
and increasing audacity in foreign fields, both in Latin America and Europe, 
their grim determination at whatever cost, no matter how crucial the test, 
however long the period~ however herculean the labor, to carry forward 
unremittingly their task to its triun:phant conclusion. SROOHI 

First Things First 
Since within a few months the 

Guardian vitally changed our points 
of concentration in the present Seven 
Year Plan, the NSA urges the be
lievers to review the successive mes
sages from Haifa. If you will be~in 
by rereading the Guardian's message 
entitled "The Citadel" (either the 
pamphlet form or in BaM'i News for 
last December), you will see how he 
has been preparing us for speci al 
and concerted sacrifice. 

Then came the following mes
sages: 

"Approve committing community 
amounts proposed for 1949 and 1950 
in your letter of November 11th. Ur
gent curtail i1 neces sary expenditure 
on Public Relations) National Pro
gramming and Radio during the next 
two years. Ardently praying solu
tion problem, removal of difficulties, 
attainment high obj~t~ves." 

(signed) SHOGHI RABBANI 

Cablegram received Nov. 25,1948 
"Welcome preliminary contracts 

Temple, determina Hon ensure com
pletion. Advise drastic reduction 
appropriation activities except budg
ets Latin America, European cam
paign if maximum sum Temple ex
ceeded. Praying removal difficulties, 
continual divine guidance, wise con
duct manifold activities Faith. Deep
est love." (signed) SHOGHI RAE.ANI 

Cablegram received Dec. 10, 1948 
"Further drastic reduction budget 

next two years including temporary 
suspension Public Relations, N a.ti.on
al Programming, radio actlvlbes, 
World Order, BaluI'LWoTld publica
tions permissible if n~cessary.". 

(signed)· SHooHI RhIiBANI 

Cablegram TeceivedDec_.22, 1948 
"As he has just cabledyou, he feels 

the rapid completion of the Temple 
intenor is the most 'pressing financi~ 
obligation of the American believers, 
and practically every other activity
except European and La tin American 
teaching-can be legitimately sacri
ficed to it during the coming years. 

,He hopes, of-course, that very drastic 
sacrifices of other work will not be 

, neces~ary 1 but if they do, your As~ 

Cablegram received Apri! 25, ]949 

sembly should not hesitate to make 
them." 

In a letter to the N~A thro1)gh his 
secretary, dated Dec. 22,1948. 

Early in January the NSA was able 
to send the Guardian the final cop
struction figures, with a series of 
possible construction schedules. And 
this was his reply: 

HAdvise plan two. Urge however 
maintain permanent entrance ways, 
vestibules and metal doors. Also per
manent rubber tile or terazzo floor. 
Considering soaring prices, short
ness period, weighty issues involved, 
approve still more drastic reduction 
budget complete suspension during 
two years appropriations activities 
tulconnected European project, Latin 
American work, Assembly consol
idation United States." 

(signed) SHOGm RABBANI 
Cablegram received Jan. 13, 1949 

"Budgets activities Europe; Latin 
America, consolidation work in 
United States should not be reduced 
owing to their vital relation to Sec
ond Seven Year Plan. All other acti
vities, whether cormected with proc
lamation of Faith, publications 
Baha'i Magazine, Baha'i World -or 
Schools, should either be drastically 
curtailed or suspended during two 
years. Holding Annual Convention 
and maintenance of Baha'i News 

t' l" essen la . (signed) SHOGm R.'\BBAl'I,"! 

Cablegram received Jan. 19, 1949 
"Advise _divert' contributions for 

International. Fund to Temple Fund 
and suspend World Order mag-azine." 

. (signed) SHOGHI R'lI1!ANI 
Cablegram received Feb. 26, 194!J 

"Advise suspend magazine next 
two year~. Appeal on my behalf to 
subscribers in East and West to de
vote their subscription fee to Temple 
Fund_ Owing to present emergency 
.such action would be highly meri
torious.~' (signed) SRoom RABBANI 

Cablegram received Feb. 28, 1949 
On March 16 came the long cable 

which warned the American believ
ers "to steel -themselves without de
lay to face -an unexpected emer-
gency, seize a God-given opportunity, 

meet a supreme challenge, and show 
forth a tenacity of purpose, a solid
arity in sacrifice, an austerity in 
everyday life, worthy the Martyr
Prophet of their F ai th as well as 
their heroic spiritual forebears ... " 

All this is the immediate back
ground for the message of the Guard
ian to the 1949 Convention. Read that 
mesa ge again. 

-NA.TIONAL SPIRITUAL asSEMBLY 

Programmer's Corner 
The Radiant Future: "The 

flames which His Divine Justice 
have kindled cleanse an unre
generate humanity, and fuse its 
discordant, its warring ele
ments as no other agency can 
cleanse or fuse them. It is not 
oniy a retributory and destruc
tive fire, but a disciplinary and 
creative process, whose afm is 
the salvation, through unifica
tion, of the entire planet ....• n 

SHOGm EFFENDI, 
Selected Writings, p. 45 

HINTS FOR ACTION: 
Summer will bring more leis

ure for some. Why not profit by 
the opportunity to "deepen" 
and to prepare yourself for 
teaching? 

Suggested Sum mer Studies 
for deepening and teacher prep
aration: 
GROUP I 

Brief Studies 
'Selected Writings (Baha
'u'll8h, 'Abdul~Baha, Sho
ghi Effendi) 

"The Brilliant Proof 
"25 Years of the Guard
ianship 

'The Citadel 
*Your Experience as a 
Baha'i 

GROUP II 
Baha'i Administration 
(Course prepared by 
Study Aids Committee) 

'One page outline of ques
tions supplied on request. As 
there is no committee budget, 
please enclose a stamped, self
addressed envelope. Address: 
Mrs. Myrtle Wendler, Sec'y 

National Programming 
Committee 
3302 W. Warner 
Chicago, 18, Illinois 

-NATIONAL PIlOORAMMING 

CoMMlTlD 



Temple Construction Begins 
The Temple Trustees have been 

infDrmed by the architect and the 
general contractor that construction 
work on the Temple site inside the 
structure will begin sometime dur
ing the month of May. A consider~ 
able amDunt .of drilling and cutting 
of existing concrete will be neces
sary to prepare for the installation 
of the ornamentation of the main 
piers and columns and for the place
ment .of the heating and ventilating 
system, and this work will get un
der way befDre the end .of May. 

A contract has been awarded to 
the Earley StudiD for the fabrication 
of the ~terior ornamentation. After 
completion of working drawings, the 
Trustees sought competitive bids on 
this phase .of the work, and the Ear
ley Studi.o submitted a final bid ap
proximately $12,000 lower than the 
nearest competitor. Actually the 
margin was even greater than that 
figure indicates, since the other bid 
was for fabrication of the interior 
sections in ora mental plaster, a 
material greatly inferior to the Ear
ley stone. 

The contract with the Earley Stu
dio for the ornamental tracery pro
vides that if the actual C.ost of this 
work should be less than the guaran
teed bid price, any such savings are 
to be divided equally between the 
Temple Trustees and the Earley Stu
dio. 

Under the terms of the cDntract 
for the ornamental work~ the Earley 
Studi.o will deliver the .ornamental 
sections to the general contractor. 
the George A. Fuller Company, at 
the Earley plant in Rosslyn, Vir
ginia. The Fuller Company will then 
be responsible for the transportation 
of these sections to the Temple site, 
and f.or the actual erection of the 
ornamental sections. 

The work .of preparation of shop 
drawings at the Earley Studio and 
the making of the necessary molds 
for the main piers and columns has 
been completed, and fabrication of 
these sections will begin early in 
May. The first shipment .of finished 
ornamental work will be made 
from the Earley Studio on or before 
.July 1, 1949, and the setting .of this 
stonework in the interior probably 
will begin before the end .of .July or 
early in August. ' 

Following are the nine sentences 
chosen by Shoghi Effendi for use in 
the Temple interior: 

BAHA'i NEWS 3 

Architect's ske1ch of section of Temple interior as prepared for newspaper release 

1. "All the prophets of God pro
claim the same faith/' 

2. "Religion is a radiant light and 
an impregnable stronghold." 

3. "Y e are the fruits of one _ tree 
and the leaves of one branch_" 

4. "So powerful is unity's light that 
it can illumine the whole earth." 

5. "Consort with the followers of 

all religions with friendliness. " 
6. .. 0 Son of Being! Thou art My 

lamp and My light is in thee." 
7. "0 Son .of Being! Walk in My 

statutes for love of Me," 
8. "Thy Paradise is My lDve; thy 

heavenly home reunion with Me:_ u. 

9. "The light of a good character 
surpasseth the light of the sun." 
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A New Spirit of Nationwide Teaching 
Beloved friends: 

1. The Exigencies of This Hour 
The exigencies of this hour are 

very, very great. The tasks to which 
we are cornmi tted by the Guardian 
o{ the Faith would be overwhelming 
were we not as Baha'is assured that 
Shoghi Effendi has measured our 
capacity, weighed our devotion, and 
assigned tasks which by sacrifice we 
are well able to achieve. 

Now let us consider: the very exi· 
gencies which call for an unprece
dented budget likewise call for a new 
spirit of nationwide teaching. Our 
tasks are vital in the light of the 
supreme crisis overtaking mankind; 
and that very crisis proves and dem
onstrates that the Divine teachings 
alone provide the remedy and in
spire a new life. 

Let, us consider further: when 
these goals are attained-when Cen
tral and South America have raised 
up new pillars to support the future 
House of Justice; when in ten coun
tries of Western Europe ardent and 
vigorous Habit Pi communities reflect 
the light of the Holy Spirit to multi
tudes who walk in darkness, bereft 
of love of God; and when the House 
of Worship, completed with interior 
ornamentation and furnishings ex
quisite in design, uniquely impres-

....... 

sive in effect. and holy in their func
tion and purpose, throws open its 
doors to all who wish to worship the 
God of all mankind-then, and only 
then, "ill the great mass of the peo
ple, and their capable and influen
tial leaders, be seized with Urgeocy 
to heed the Message of the New Day. 

2. How Shall We Prepare? 
How shall we grasp with firm as

surance the challenging opportuuity 
to proclaim the Faith which crisis 
produces now? How shall we pre
pare ourselves individually and colw 

lectively to teach when the masses, 
stirred and troubled, beat against 
the gates of heaven, imploring to 
God? 

By a new spirit of teaching 
breathed into the whole Baha'i com
munity-deep as the soul of man, 
strong with the strength of unity, 
wise with the knowledge of the· 
Teachings entrusted to our care. 

Consider too: the same crisis 
which plows so deeply the cold and 
barren earth chilled and fruitless in 
the lingering winter of the world's 
unbelief-this same crisis deprives 
us now, today and for two years to 
come, of those very instruments 
which during the years we have 
slowly and laboriouslY constructed to 
organize our own study of the sac-

. 
"'This Is My Message" 

Words of 'Ahdu'I·Balui For a New Spirit of Teaching 
The time has arrived for the world of humanity to hOist. the standard of 

the oneness of the human world, so that solidarity and umty may bmd to
gether all the nations of the world, so that dogmatic formulas and ~u~er~ 
stitions may end, so that the essential reality underlying all the religlOns 
founded by the Prophets may be revealed. 

That reality is one. . 
. It is the love of God, the progress of the world, the oneness of humamty 
That reality is the bond which ean unite all the human race. 
That reality is the attainment of the benefits of the Most Great Peace, the 

discarding of warfare. . . 
'-That reality is progressiveness_, the undertakmg of the colossal tasks m 

life, the oneness of public opinion. . . 
Therefore strive, 0 ye people! and put forth your efforts, th.at this reality 

may overcome the lesser forces in life, that this king of reality may alone 
rule all humanity. . . 

Thus may the world of mankind be reformed. Thus maya new sprmgtJme 
be ushered in and a fresh spirit may resuscitate mankind. 

The individuals of humanity, like refreshed plants, will put forth leaves 
and blossoms and fruit, so that the face of the earth will become the long 
promised and delectable paradise, so that the great bestowal, the supreme 
virtues of man, will glisten over the face of the earth. Then shall the world 
of" existence have attained maturity. 

This is My message. 
The BaM'! Peace Program (1930), page 5 

~"""" ...... 

red literature and to proclaim its 
verities to our fellowm-en. The hour 
of supreme opportunity is the hour 
of supreme need. Therefore we must 
find ways to study without schoolst 

and to teach without a public maga
zine, and to contact without adver. 
tising, and to gather people to
gether withont formal public meet
ings sustained by the N a tiona! Fund. 

3. The Guardian's Message 
Recall the Guardian' s stirring 

words in the Messages to Amer
ica: 

"Called into being through the 
operation of the will of the Center 
of Baha'u'lhlh's Covenant ... this 
repeatedly blessed, much. envied 
community deserves to be ac
claimed the Torchbearer of .the civi
lization, the foundations uf which the 
Faith of Baha'u'llab is destined un
assailably to establish in the course 
of the Second Bah .. 'i Century." (May 
15, 1944) 

"No less urgent is the obligation 
to proclaim the verities enshrined in 
the Faith of Bahs'u'llab by every 
means which individuals, Assem
blies and committees can devise 

.. . . " (December 24, 1944) 
"A more audacious assertion of 

the challenging verities of the Faith; 
a mor~ convincing presentation of 
its distinguishing truths; a fuller ex
position of the character, the aims 
and the' achievements of its riSing 
Administrative system as the nuc
leus and pattern of its future world
embracing order . . . a more de
termined effort to exploit, to the full~ 
est extent possible, the talents and 
abilities of the rank and file of the 
believers for achieving these ends 
. '. ." March 29, 1945 

"The hour is ripe for the procla
mation, without fear, without re
serve, and without hesitation, and 
on a scale never as yet- attempted, 
of the One Message that can alone 
extricate humanity from_the morass 
into which it is steadily sinking, and· 
from which they who claim to be the 
followers of the Most Great Name 
can and will eventually res cue it." 
(March 29, 1945) 

" ... an intensification of effort 
is imperatively required aiming at 
a bolder proclamation of the veriw 
ties of a God-given Faith ... and, 
above all, at a more convincing rev
elation of Baha'i love·, unity, solidar
ity and sel1·sacrifice. . . " August 
10,1945 

" . . . Bolder proclamation of the 



Faith to the masses." (April 25, 
1946) 

;; . . . His even more specific tri
bute to the Great Republic of the 
West which He procloims to be Iwor_ 
thy of being the first to build the 
Tabernacle of the Most Great Peace 
and proclaim the oneness of man
kind' ". . . June 15, 1946) 

4. Prayer for the Teacher 
To those who seek to uinsure the 

victory of the cause of God," Baha
'u'IJ.ah wrote that they. would ufall 
down upon the ground, and exclaim: 

"0. Thou Who art the Lord of 
Lords! I testify that Thou art the 
Lord of all creation, and the Educa
tor of all beings p visible and invisi
ble. I bear witness that Thy power 
hath encompassed the entire uni
verse, and that the hosts of earth 
can riever dismay Thee, nor can the 
dominion of all peoples and nations 
deter Thee from executing Thy pur
pose. I confess that Thou hast no 
desire except the regeneration of the 
whole world, and the salvation of all 
them that dwell therein." (Glean
ings, 243) 

Here, then, is the new spirit of 
teaching. This new spirit and the 
actions it inspires are the balance 
American Baha!is imperatively need 
for their unprecedented national 
budget. It is the otheT wing-and 
both wings are essential to raise us 
above the level of the earthly hab
its to which we cling. 

5. A National Responsihility 
Baha'i teaching cannot be dele

gated nor professionalized. It has 
been made the life of the quickened 
souI and the animating spirit and 
preserver of the local and national 
community. The virtue of any 
method or material employed arises 
from its source in a unified body of 
believers, and its endorsement by a 
N ationa! or local Assembly acting as 
one mind and one will. 

Today, like the early Christians, 
we face the world with no weapons 
except His Revelation. Perhaps this 
very condition gives deeper meaning 
to our exigencies and signalizes the 
beginning of the purest, most mov
ing proclamation of the Faith we 
have ever made. 

6. The Voice of Balui'u'llBh 
"A new life is, in this age, stir

ring within all the peoples of the 
earth," Baha'u'llah revealed, uand 
yet none hath discovered its cause 
or perceived its motive." uThe 

BAHA'i NEWS 

Prophets and Messenger of God have 
been sent down for the sole purpose 
of guiding mankind to the straight 
Path of Truth. The purpose under
lying their revelation hath been to 
educate all men, that they may, at 
the hour of death, ascend, in the ut
most purity and sanctity and with 
absolute detachTIlent,· to the throne 
of the Most High." 

"The well-being of mankind, its 
peace and security, are tmattainable 
unless and tmtil its unity is firmly 
established. This unity can never be 
a,chieved so long a s the counsels 
which the Pen of the Most High hath 
revealed are suffered to pass un
heeded. 

"Through the power of the words 
He hath uttered the whole of the 
human race can be illumined with 
the light of unity, and the rememl>
ranee of His Name is able to set 
on fire the hearts of all men, and 
burn away the veils that intervene 
between them and His glory." 

From such passages a new and 
radiant spirit of teaching can and 
must be born in all our hearts. May 
we pray that like a luminous Angel 
it will be revealed to the whole 
American Baha'i community. Then, 
and only then, can· the genius which 
lies in true faith see our teaching 
problem as a whole, preserve it in 
its integrity, and find the most ef
fective· ways by which to penetrate 
the veils of prejudice and indiffer
ence preventing leaders and masses 
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alike from recognIZIng the Glory of 
God. -NATIONAL 8P.ImTuAL Assn.i:m:.y 

Youth Plan Circuit Teaching 
(From National Baha'i Youth Bullettn 
of America) 

"We know the value of circuit 
teaching in a town where there are 
not enough Baha'i Youth to do that 
sort of thing successfully alone. 
Since we know how important this 
is, it is up to us to put it into effect. 

"In these groups of four youths, 
and perhaps a fifth to supply trans
portation, not every youth has to be 
a speaker. In making youth contacts 
it may be just as valuable to be 
able to dance, swim, sing. play a 
musical instrument, or just plain act 
friendly . . . let them see us as a 
perfectly normal bunch of kids with 
the same kind of hobbies and inter
ests as theirs, and then they may be 
interested in knowing about the one 
additional thing that interests us so 
especially strongly: the Baha'i Faith. 

"A Negro youth in a circuit teach
ing group is a practical example in 
Baha'i principles. The same would. 
of course apply to anyone who has 
come from any kind of minority 
group. racial or religious. Since we 
want to be able to reach as broad 
an age group as possible, younger 
youth will be needed on these teams 
... A trip like this can be as much 
fun as any vacation . . . a chance to 
learn about the Faith as well as 
teach it." 

Mrs. Amelia Collins. far rIPt. staDdiDC". and Mrs. Stevison. second from ~ 
staDdi.ng, wUh some American IDdiaD Bahi'fs. 
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Hr. and Mrs. Edward Bode sailed Mar. 
24. 19019 as pioneers to Amsterdam. Bol
land. 

Naw·Rnz in Europe 
Beautiful letters have been re

ceived by the European Teaching 
Committee from the Goal Countries 
of Europe concerning their celebra~ 
tion of the Naw·Rfu: Feast. Lack of 
space prevents us from quoting from 
all of them, but in order to give the 
believers here at home something of 
the wonderful spirit prevailing in 
these new Communities, we quote 
the following excerpts from three re
ports. 

From Belgium: '"'Everyone who 
was present on the Feast of Naw
Ruz in our Centre will remember 
that memorable day. Some 53 people 
were gathered in the most joyous 
atmosphere of joy aod fraternity ... 
The devotional and spiritual part 
was covered with Baha'i lecture, 
talks (short ones, 10 minutes) by 
several members of the Community. 
.. Some readings of Sacred Tablets 
impressed very much all those who 
were present. After t it was an
nounced that a certain lady wanted 
to declare herself, and she arose 
with joy and light and said, 'Yes, it 
is fDr me a great privilege tD enter 
the Baha'i Confraternity. Thank 
you.' The emotion was great. H 

From Holland: "We decided to 
have a very simple dinner for the 
Baha'is and their friends ... Almost 
every Baha'i invited one, two, three 
or more guests. We were 32 people, 
and had the dinner in a large room 
next tD the Center, in the same build
ing. Jetty sj>Oke a short friendly wel
come, telling them about the Baha'i 
New Year and the Divine Spring 
TIme. After the dinner she recited 
a Dutch poem, and one of our con-
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tacts, a lovely YOWlg woman, sang, 
or rather said with guitar, some 
songs and poems_ She is a very well 
known radio singer and has a won· 
derful angelic, pure voice and very 
spiritual serious songs, The table 
was beautifully decorated (by us) 
with white, blue and pink hyacinths 
tulips and narcissus, and the spirit 
was wonderful ___ This was really 
the first entertaining we did, and it 
crea ted a lot of good will for us. n 

From Norway: "A guest list was 
prepared by the friends, and .invita
tions were sent out by the Secretary 
to thirty non-Baha I i friends . . . We 
had 24 acceptances, and with the 
Baha'is present, we were 37 gather
ed together for Naw-Rilz. The rooms 
were beautliul with blood·red tulips 
and golden narcissus. the gifts of 
some of our guests. 

"The program began with beauti
ful sacred music played by Tordis 
Lindeman. The Feast Chairman ... 
addressed the gathering in Norweg
ian, bidding them welcome in the 
name of the Community. 

"The Feast Committee had asked 
the American believers to be on the 
program, and immediately after the 
Chairman's talk, I explained the 
Baha'i Calendar and made a short 
talk on the meaning of N a w-R fu: ..• 
George followed with the reading of 
a Naw-Ruz greeting written by 
'Abdu'l-Baha to a believer. The pro
gram closed by Elinor reading the 
IPrayer for all Nations' _ .. 

"The Feast Committee took 
charge of serving tea and cakes I and 
Su ch a feast! 

UEveryone was carried away on 
the wings of fellowship, and the ex
pressions .of love and appreciation 
made, as goodbyes were said, were 
more than enough to compensate for 
moments of discouragement. • . " 

"The Community re~eived a num
ber of Naw-Ruz greetings from the 
Baha'is in Europe, and several ca
blegrams .•. These were shared with 
the Baha'is and guests, and_as every 
greeting except the cables carried 
quotations from the Baha'i Writ
ings, we were able to emphasize the 
significance of the N aw-Riiz." 

All of this is especially thrilling 
when we remember that on March 
21st of last year there was not one 
single organized Community in any 
of our Goal Countries. Therefore, the 
Naw-Ruz Feast of this year is their 
very first such celebration. 

-E UJU:I'&\N TE.u:mNG CoMMI'l"l'EI: 

Publishing Announcements 
8aha'i Prayers_ A new prayer book 
of 12.0 pages, printed on India paper, 
has Just come from the printer. The 
chief work of selecting these prayers 
was done by the late Bertha Hyde 
Kirkpatrick; it was her last major 
service to the Faith_ 

Designed to serve the daily needs 
of the individual Baha'i, small 
enough to be carried easily, the con. 
tents are grouped under the follow. 
ing heads: Dawn, Morning, Evening, 
Praise and Gratitude, Obligatory 
Prayers, Forgiveness, Spiritual 
Growth, Unity, Tests and Difficul
ties, Protection, Healing, Tablet of 
~mad, Tablets of Visitation All 
Mankind. America, House of 'Wor
ship, Meetings, Spiritual Assembly, 
Teaching, The Divine Plan (all Df 
these prayers included), Marriage 
Children, The F ast, Intercala~ 
Days, Naw-Ruz, For the Dead. 
Bound attractively in blue leather. 
Price: $1.25. 

World Order Magazine 
Last year we ran out of issues for 

May 1948 and August 1948 and we 
had constant requests for them' so 
many that we decided we must' re.
print a quantity of those issues. We 
announce the fact that they are now 
in stock. The May issue included the 
statement prepared by request of the 
United Nations Committee organiz
ing the Human Rights Conference 
at Geneva, Switzerland, May 19-20, 
1948. "The Work of Bah"-'is in Pro
motion of Human Rights." An art
icle by Stanwood Cobb "Beauty and 
Art in the Bahatj World" was often 
asked for. 

In August were many gDod art
icles and apparently many friends 
were desirious ~f having copies, 
some for one article and some for 
another. 

We have stock of most of the is
sues of World Order and shall be 
glad tD fill orders from the friends. 
Date does not change value of the 
contents and they are all invaluable 
for teaching work. 

The BaM', World Vol. W 
This volume, bound in black by 

direction of the Guardian, forever 
recalls the passing of the Greatest 
Holy Leaf. It records the years 1930-
1932. 

The frontispiece reproduces in 
color the Appreciation of the Faith 
written in her own hand and s.igned 
by Dowager Queen Mari" of 



Rumania. In addition there are 115 
half-tone illustrations selected from 
his collection of photographs by the 
Guardian. The Baha'i World Center 
is impressed upon believers through
out the world by views of the Holy 
Tomb of Baha'u'llah? the Mansion, 
the Tomb of the Bab, Bahji, the 
Garden of RiQ,van near 'Akka, and 
of the Room occupied by Baha
'u7113:h on the upper floor of the bar
racks in 'Akkit. 

We note also the Genealogy of the 
Bab, and the I:Ia~ira tul -Quds in 
'AV8@iq, first Baha'i edifice erected 
in 'Iraq, map showing travels of the 
Bab and Baha'u'llah. Here too is the 
first appearance of Louhelen School 
in a picture of the Eggleston farm 
near Flint, Mich. 

In Part One we come upon the 
Martyrdom of the Bab, from Nabil's 
Narrative; in Part Two many impor
tant legal and official documents, 
including those giving further devel
opments in the case of Baha'u'llilh's 
House at Baghdad, appealed to the 
League of Nations for the Guardian 
by Mountfort Mills. Among the con
tributors to articles in Part Four 
are some non-Baha tis - President 
Bayard Dodge, Dr. Edmond Privat, 
General Piola Caselli, Dr. Herbert 
A. MIller. 

To grasp the international Baha'i 
commwrity in its steady evolution, 
and to share in the history of the 
early days of the Faith, acquaint
ance with this and other volumes has 
become essential. 

Copies of Vol. IV can still be 
obtained from the Publishing Com
mittee, at $2.50 each. 

Special Publicity Releases 
Baha'i Public Relations has pre

pared two publicity releases which 
have special interest for all local 
commwrlties. 

First-the story of the building of 
the facade for the Shrine of the Bab 
on Mount Carmel, the Guardian'S 
own great project, from the most 
interesting account written by Mr. 
Weeden and recenUy puhlished in 
Bahli'i News. The Shrine of the Bab 
will throughout this cycle protect 
and preserve the remains, and sym
bolize the Mission, of the Martyr
Prophet who ended the Dispen
sations of the past and prepared the 
way for the Dispensation of Baha
'u'lLih. 

Second-a release on the Temple 
interior ornamentation featuring the 
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perspective drawing prepared by the 
architect at the request of the 
Temple Trustees for the Public 
Relations Committee. This release. 
with photograph of the drawing, is 
being sent direct to about fifty met
ropolitan papers which have facili
ties for production of half-tone illus
trations. Accompanied by a mat, the 
release goes to local Assemblies in 
smaller cities. The committee 
believes that the impressive beauty 
of the sketch, and the fact that con
tracts exceeding $800,000 have 
already been placed, assures a wide 
and favorable response by the press. 

In communities which have not 
yet secured any considerable inter
est on the part of the editor for 
Baha'i news. the committee suggests 
that in presenting the Temple 
release the editor be shown a copy 
of the recent stories on the Temple 
published in The Chicago Daily TTio
une and the Chicago Daily News. 
Reproductions of both these stories 
can be obtained from the committee 
at fifty copies of each for 75c, 100 
copies for $1.50, etc. 

It is gratifying to call attention to 
page 129 of COTtmet Magazine for 
April, where in a featured article on 
"The Answer to the 'Negro Prob
lem' n the author pays tribute to our 
fellow-believer, Mathew Bullock. 

Address correspondence to the 
committee at 112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, ill. 

BAHA'i PUBLIc RELATIONs 

~ • 
Where can you find pic

tures of the room in which 
Professor Browne interview
ed Baba'u'llab? 

See BaM?i World, 
Vol. III. p. 71. 

Where was the Book of 
Aqdas revealed? 

See Bahd'i WOTld, 
Vol. VIII, p. 543. 

Where is the text of the 
resolution presented to Pres
dent Franklin D_ Roosevelt 
by the N.S.A.? 

See BaM'i World, 
Vol. VI, p. 381. 

When were Baha'i teach
ings first broadcast over the 
radio from Iceland? 

See Baha'i World, 
Vol. VI, p. 684. 
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''The Only Source of Joy 
and Consolation" 

"We have all our petty material 
obstacles in this life4 We cannot to. 
tally get rid of them. The best thing 
to do, after all our efforts have failed 
to deliver us, is to concentrate on 
that which can alone bring real hap
piness and peace to our heart. And 
you shOUld be thankful to God for 
having enabled you to recognize and 
accept His Faith. For this is, assur
edly, the only source of joy and con
solation you can have in your mom
ents of suffering. Is there anything 
more worthwhile to work for than 
the teaching of the Message?" 

-From a letter from Shoghi Effendi 
through his secretary to Mrs. Kathleen 
Hall dated Oct. 4, 1937. 

The Child's Way 
Mrs. Amy Dwelly, Librarian and 

distributor of The Child's Wall 
announces a new address: 247 Acad
emy St., Jersey City 6, N. J. 

The friends are requested not to 
send stamps for subscription remit
tances. 

She also reports that there is a 
limited number of copies of NO.4; 
Nos. 1 and 3 are gone but No.2 can 
be sent along with No.4 at no addi
tional cost to new subscribers. There 
are also quite a few of the story 
sheets on hand. 

-CHILD EDUCATION COMMITlD 

Schedules 
Meetings of National Spiritual 
Assembly, State Conventions, 

and National Convention 
1949-1950 

NSA Meetings 
1949 

May 2, 3 
May 7, 8 
June 17, 18, 19 
July 22, 23, 24 
September 2, 3, 4, 5 
October 21, 22, 23 
December 16, 17, 18 

1950 
February 3, 4, 5 
March 24, 25, 26 
April 26 

State Conventions 
January 29, 1950 

National Convention 
April 27, 28, 28, 30, 1950 
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Latin American News 
The time has come again for the 

Inter-America Committee to ponder 
the reappointment of national and 
territorial committees throughout 
Latin America and it draws to our 
attention how immensely more de
veloped these are than a year ago. 
Besides, the increasing responsibil
ities which they have' steadily as
sumed. and their management of 
the Congresses of Sao Paulo and 
Guatemala especially, have made 
the body of the Latin believers clear
ly realize that by degrees the Inter
America Committee is constantly 
yielding to them more and more of 
its supervision of the Cause in Latin 
America. 

This trend has been reflected, par
ticularly since the Congresses, in a 
decrease both in volume of mail re
ceived by the Inter-America Com
mittee and in the amount of our cler
ical work. Accordingly, with the 
new administrative year we are dis
continuing the services of a full-time 
secretary and instead we will divide 
our work among various of our Com
mittee members who will perform it 
during their spare hours. 

Now to report on the latest de
velopments in Latin America. After 
seven arduous, continuous years of 
service there, Eve Nicklin is plan
ning to return soon to the United 
States. However, en route from her 
present post in PWlta Arenas, at the 
extreme southern tip of Chile, she 
will spend several weeks in Lima, 
Peru, whose CommWlity she 
founded. 

Recently) Louise Caswell left Pan
ama to spend six weeks in Haiti, 
stopping a few days in J amica on 
the way. 

Cuba has recently enjoyed visits 
from several Baha'is of this coun~ 
try - Mrs. Ruth Moffett, Mrs. Mary 
Magdalen Wilkin, and Mrs. Carolyn 
Dary. Mrs. Moffett and Mrs. Wilkin 
gave several lectures at the Havana 
Center and in private homes, and 
the latter also went, accompanied by 
some of the friends, to speak to a 
study group in Ma tanzas. Besides 
Cuba, Mrs. Dary also visited the 
Baha'is in the Dominican Republic 
and Jamaica, who were delighted 
with her stay. 

Captain Henry Jarvis, who has 
served the Faith so notably in Eur
ope7 is stationed now in Jamaica. 
From here he will be able to make 
occasional trips to Panama in can .. 
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Around the Baha'i World 
GERMANY (Geneva News auUetin) 

jjOne of the Berlin Believers has 
written to tell us how happy they 
were to have Mother Deistelhorst 
back with them. "She has again giv
en us a wonderful talk" ... She her
self writes fully of the struggle they 
have to sustain in order to get 
through their everyday life. "Many 
many thanks for the clothing par
cels! We distribute these, and sell 
the garments that fit none of us, 
then with the proceeds we pay rent 
for our public meetings room". The 
electric current in Berlin is given 
only from 1 till 2 a.m., so the public 
meetings have to be held in the dark. 
But . . . " "The speaker has a can
dIe! We are happy to have even 
this possibility." Regarding clothing 
parcels she says: "E specially need
ed is men's wear, Things have been 
patched and re-patched till they no 
longer hold together, Socks are a 
crying need. Never mind if they are 
in shreds! We shall patch and mend 
them and make new ones out of 
pieces .. , 

The NSA of Germany has been 
able to print the first issue of their 
Baha'i News. The "Hidden Words" 
have been translated into German, 
and included in a 126 page volume 
of Baha'i Prayers. This meets a very 
great need. Their Five-Year Plan 
has been worked out in detail up to 
1953. 
NORWAY (Geneva News Bulletin) 

Showing how the Temple teaches 
already in far distant lands, the 

nection with his work. At the Naw
Ruz feast celebrated in Panama 
City, Captain Jarvis contributed to 
the program by being the speaker. 

During her recent stay of ten days 
in Panama, Mrs. Amelia Collins was 
elated with the progress which she 
observed the Faith had made there 
since her previous visit three years 
ago. The friends are working zeal
ously and have wonderful plans for 
the coming months. 

Another highlight of Mrs. Collins' 
trip was seeing the Monument to 
May Maxwell in Quilmes Cemetery 
just outside Buenos Aires and ascer~ 
taining how exquisitely the sculptor 
had executed this precious work. The 
beauty and charm of this sacred 
spot7 she says, induce the visitor to 
linger and pray and meditate. 

story is told of a young Norwegian 
who returned from the U. S. after 
two years of study in Chicago, and 
gave a· lecture with colored slides 
in which was included pictures of the 
Baha'i Temple, and spoke at length 
of this beautiful building. The sec
retary of the Baha'is, Mrs. Mildred 
Clark, located him by phone. He was 
delighted to find Baha'is in Osl" and 
asked for a meeting. More slides 
were gi'V"en him, ·plus a Temple pam
phlet. At his next lecture he used all 
the pictures and had informed him
self so efficiently about the Temple 
that his Baha'i talk was the outstand
ing part of the program. He 
informed the audience that there 
were Baha'is in Oslo with a Spiritual 
Assembly and an active teaching 
program. He announced the weekly 
classes, the public meetings, giving 
the place of meeting of botb, and 
gave the telephone. letter for any 
further information. 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

(Baha'i News Bulletin) 
A lecture to the W oollongong Ro

tarians by Dr. Jack Bean, entitled 
"Full-Filling Australia'" dealt with 
Australia's population problems and 
her obligations and humanitarian re
sponsiblltiies towards refugee immi
grants. In tbe final section of his 
address. Dr. Bean stressed "the 
need for an intense inner realization 
of the oneness of all life of a basic 
binding unity amid infinite outer 
diversities. " "All this, however 7" he 
went on. j jneeds a fundamental re
orientation towards life, a complete 
change of heart and outlook. In our 
present dawnbreak of a New Era, 
three great rivers of influence from 
E astern sources are rapidlY bring
ing a bout this change. He spoke then 
of the Theosophical Movements and 
of Krishnamurti, and then conclud
ed: 

In Memoriam 
Mr. T. J. Grager, San Francisco--
3-2~ 

Mr. Henry Turner, Macy, Nebr.-
3-19-49 

Mr. Thomas Emerson Procter, Tops
field, Mass.-3-21-49 

Mrs. Lois A. Gorham, Boston, Mass. 
-4-6-49 

Mr. Waiter Whittaker, Berkeley, 
Calif.-4-1~ 

Mr. J. B. Richardson, Chicago, Ill.-
4-26-49 



~ 'The other, the Persian Prophet 
and Statesman, titled, BahB'u'llah, 
'The Glory of Allah' has been far 
the greatest Teacher and Educator 
and Peace Bringer and Unifier of all, 
for our present Era~ I am convinced. 

EGYPT AND SUDAN 
(FTom NSA Of Baha'is of E gllPt and 

.sudan) 
The first year's program of the 

Five-Year Plan has been fulfilled. 
This includes the establishment of 
four new BaM 'f centers in four dif
ferent districts of Egypt. All Baha'is 
in Egypt responded with zeal to 
the call of our Beloved Guardian 
to "arise as- one man fulfill objec4 
lives." In the Sudan the aim is the 
establishment of a Spiritual As
sembly in Port Sudan and three 
Baha'i centers in Atbara, Obaid, and 
Wadi-Madani. The Cause is spread
ing well in Egypt and there are 
many inquirers. Efforts to acquire 
buriai grounds in Port Said and 
Alexandria are becoming more sue. 
cessfuJ. There is still some diffiCulty 
in printing Baha'i literature in 
Egypt, due to martial law which is 
still in force. 

BRITISH ISLES (Bana'i Journal) 

"This year's Convention, to be held 
in Manchester . . . presents great 
opportunities. It comes in the mid
dle of the Six Year Plan's Final 
Phase, whose opening marked Hthe 
closing of a stage of tremendous his
toric significance . . . in the spiritual 
history of the British Isles." At this 
Convention we stand in mid-stream; 
a year of the only too brief period 
available for the completioo of the 
Final Phase has passed; next year 
the ultimate goals of the Plan must 
be achieved. Now is the time to take 
stock of the progress so far made, 
the methods used, our triumphs and 
failures~ now is the time to lay our 
plans for the coming year in which 
victory must be made certain.~" 

"Thirty-<>ight delegates instead of 
the former 18 will be called togeth
er. All nine of the local assemblies 
established by the Initial Phase of 
the Plan will be represented . . ." 

.JAPAN 
(From a letter from Barbara Davenport 

. . . Nov. 28, 1948) 
uThought you might be interested 

in the small experiences that Davy 
has written about thus far, on his 
arrival in Japan ... one-- of his 
tests (after serving five years in 
"the air corps) was to ask for nOn
combatant duty. So. this confirma-
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tion was of interest to the friends, 
he writes .... We were interviewed 
at the Headquarters of the 5th A,F. 
I was near the end of the day's in
terviews, most of the men asked for 
Rescue Squadron assignments, (the 
best outfit) and none of them got 
it. Before my .interview, I said the 
"Remover of DiffiCUlties," entered 
and asked for a non-combatant as
signment on the basis of my Faith." 
It was without delaly and easy, my 
assignment was to Rescue Squadron 
flights, with administration work for 
all pilots of R.S. . . . I miss the 
Baha'is very much, already, you 
never realize until you are away 
from their loving spirit, how much 
it means to our everyday living .... 
I have tried to get Robert Imagire 
on the telephone, his number is in 
the Tokyo telephone book, but he is 
always out, will contact him to-mor
row. I chatted with Mrs. Stallings, 
and will see her when she returns 
from Yokahama .... After a dread
ful time locating the telephone build
ing (in Tokyo) I can readily under
stand the need for the International 
language . . . it is most difficult 
when two people speak a different 
language, it is one thing to under
stand a univers al need . . . another 
to have experience in that need." 
CANADA (Canadian BaM'i News) 
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talent in the field of public speak
ing, a prepared talk of fi"ve min
utes duration is to be given at Feasts 
by the members in alphabetical or
der and without benefit of notes'." 

Contributions from Assemblies 
for the Month of March, 1949 

Alaska - Anchorage. Arizona - North 
Phoenix, Phoenix, Tuc:son. ArkaDsas-
Eureka Springs, Little Rock. CaUfOJ"Dia.
Alhambra, Arcadia, Beverly Hills, Bur. 
bank, BurJingame, Carmel, Geyserville, 
El Monte Twp., Escondido Twp., Fresno, 
Glendale, Inglewood, Long Beach, Los 
Angeles, OCeanside, Sacramento, San 
Diego, San Francjsco, San Marino, Santa 
Barbara, South Gate. CoIorado-Colo
rado Springs, Denver. Connecticut-New 
Haven. Delaware-Wilmington. 

Dist. of CoImnbia-Washington. F1er_ 
lda-JacksonviUe, Miami. GeorJia-At
lanta. Ifa.waU - Honolulu. Idaho - Ada 
County, Boise. IDiDois-Batavia, Cham
paign, Chicago, Danville, Elmhurst, Ev
anston, Maywood, Oak Park. Peoria, 
Springfield, Urbana, Wilmette, Winnetka. 
1Ddiana. - Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend lowa-Cedar Rapids, Water
loo. Kann&...-Topeka. Kentucky-Louis
ville. Louisiana-New Orleans. MaJne
Eliot, Portland. Ma.ry1a:nd - Baltimore. 

Massachusetts - Beverly, B 0 s ton, 
Brookline, Springfteld, Worcester. MieJd. 
pn--Ann Arbor. Davison Twp., Deal'" 
born Twp., Detroit, Flint., Grand Rapids, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Kalamazoo, Lan
sing. Muske-gon,' Roseville. M1DDesota
Duluth, Minneapolis, St. Paul. _ 
sipi-J ackson. Missouri - Independence-. 
Kansas City, St. Louis. MOIltana.-Butte. 
Nebraska-Ornaha. New BaDlpsblre_ 
Portsmouth. New Jersey-Bergenfield, 
Dumont, East Orange, Jersey City, Red 
Bank, Newark, Teaneck. New Mexico
Albuquerque, Albuquerque N. 10. New 
York - Binghamton, Buffalo, Geneva, 
Jamestown, New York, Rochester, Syra
cuse, Waterloo, Yonkers. North Car"llina. 
-Greensboro. Nortb Dakota-Fargo. 

uThe first six months of our new 
and independent existence have been 
memorable ones. Three twenty-two 
year old Toronto Babit'is, young in 
the Faith too, volunteered to pioneer 
to Charlottetown, and have now ar
rived there .... Twenty-six new be. 
lievers have been enrolled so far 
with many reported to be on the 
fringes. (November) . . . The Ca
nadian Temple Fund has been start
ed." "The Toronto secretary writes 
'for the purpose of unearthing hid
den and in some cases unexpected 

BaJui·. Addresses 
National Ofliee: 

536 Sheridan Road, W'1lm.ette, 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue~ Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Ohlo--Cincinnati, Clevel.and.. E. Cleve
land, Dayton, Columbus, Lima, Mans
field, Toledo. Ok1alulma-<lklahoma City. 
Oregon-Portland. PeDDSYlvaDia-Phlla
delphia, Pittsburgh, Scranton, West 
Chester. Rhode Island - Providence. 
South CaroJiDa, - Columbia, Greeltvllle, 
South Dakota-8ioux Falls. ~ 
Memphis. Texas-Dallas, Houston, San 
Antonio. Utah-Salt Lake City. Vermont 
-Brattleboro. Virginia - Alexandriat 
Arlington. Wash:ingt.oD-Kirkland. Marys
ville, Monroe, Richmond. Highlands, $eo
attie, Spokane, Tacoma. West Virginia..-
Charleston. WlscODSln-K.enosha, Racine, 
Madison, Mil waukee, Shorewood, Somers 
Twp., Wauwatosa, Whitefish Bay. Wyom
ing-Laramie. 

Make Checks Pa.yable to: 
"National BaJui,·i Treasurer" 

Baha'! Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Dlinois. 

Bah,'! News Editorial Office: 
1001 W. Genea:ee st. 
Lansing, Mieb. 

Total numbe-r of assemblies" ....... 179 
Assemblies contributing-March ... " .150 
Assemblies not contributing-March 29 
Individuals contributing-March ." .. 718 
Groups Contributing-MarCh ....... " 52 

Special ConlribuUons: 
Baha'i Community of Havana. Cuba 
N.S.A. of Australia and New Zealand 
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Score to Date - April 23, 1949 
on Response to the Temple Fund 

Estimated 
Group Nmnber . for 2 years 
$400 109 , ............................ $ 87,200.00 
$100 271 ............................. $ 54,200.00 
$ 25 235 ............................. $ 11,750.00 
*Special 507 .............................. $144,956.50 

Totals 1122 ............................. $298,106.50 
Received against above resolves ............. $ 86,777.95 

·All resolves not falling jn other three categories_ 

Annual Reports, Cont'd. 
PUBLISHING 
Clara R. Wood, Manager 

New Publicatiobs 
'Abdu'I-BaM the Center of the 

Covenant by Juliet Thompson, re
printed from World Order Magazine, 
March 1942. An attractive pamphlet, 
28 pages with stiff cover. 

How To Be And How Not To Be, A 
Spiritual Assemb ly' s Growing Pains. 
A one act play by Ruhiyyih 19lanum. 
Mimeographed, 19 pages. 

Reading List for Study of the Cov
enant compiled by ;Mrs. Mary P. 
Stebbins. Mimeographed, 4 pages. (2 
editions) 

What Modern Man Must Know 
About Religion a compilation made 
by the Public Relations Committee. 
Mimeographed', 29 pages .(3 editions) 

Outline to Accompany What Mod
ern Man Must Know About R,eligi<m. 
Mimeographed, 5 pages. (2 editions) 

The FiTeside Tea.ching Method 
manual prepared by the Study Aids 
Committee. Mimeographed, 11 pages. 

Index to Tablets of 'Abdu'I-BaM, 
Volumes I, 11 and ill. 

Index to Kitab-i-fqan. 
Index to God Passes By. 
Twenty-Five Years of the Guard· 

ianship by Ruhiyyih Khanum. 28 
pages, colored cover. 

Four new compilations pamphlet 
size: 

God is Man's Goal 
Man: the Su.preme TaHsman 
Human Relations for World Unity 
The Religion of World Unity 

8 pages of text and colored cover. 
Questions the World is Asking five 

small four page leaflets, sold in sets 
of five. Each leaflet asks a question 
of general interest. 

Man One Family~ excerpts from 
Race and Man. 8 pages with attract
ive cover in color. 

Religious Education fOT a Peaceful 
SOciety, 'pamphlet prepared by Pub
lic Relations Committee. 24 pages, 
paper cover with all-over Temple 
design. 

A. Bahd'i Child's Song Book. Verses 
by Roberta K. Christian, Music by 
Eugene Babcock. Illustrations by E. 
Butler McHenry. A book of songs for 
the small child. Attractive blue 
board cover with illustration of the 
Temple. 

Your Experience as a Baha'i, de
veloped at the direction of the N .S.A. 
to help new believers, an invaluable 
addition to Baha'i literature. 12 pages 
blue cover. 

The Covenant outline prepared by 
the Study Aids Committee. Mimeo
graphed, 28 pages. (2 editions) 

Security for a Failing World by 
Stanwood Cobb. A condensation of 
his book in pamphlet form. 16 pages 
self cover. 

Baha'i Calendar 1949. Civil calen
dar with Baha'i Feast Days and An
niversaries. 

Books, Pamphlets and Outlines 
Reprinted. 

A Pattern for Future Society 
Introduction to the BaM'i Teach-

ings 
Communion with God 
Baha'i Prayers 
America's Spiritual Mission 
Hidden Words of BaM'u'llah, fab-

rikaid and paper 
Seven Valleys and Four ''l'aUeys, 

fabrike>id and paper 
BaM'u'Uah and the New Era, fab

rikoid and paper 
An Aid to the Study of the Admin

istrative Order of the Faith of BaM
~u'Uah 

A BaM'. Child'. A.B.C. 
The Advent Of Divine Justice, 

paper 

Gleanings from the Writings of 
Bahci.'u'lZtih 

Manua.l oj Suggestions for Organ
izing a Bahci.'i ChildTen's Hour 

Prophecy Fulfilled 
COUTse of Study based on Baha

~u'llci.h and the New Era 
Faith for Freedom 
Se lections fTom the Will and Testa

ment of I Abdu'l-Baha 
Books Purchased for Re-Sale 

Character by Stanwood Cobb 
Portals to Freedom by Howard C. 

Ives 
Commentary of the WiH and Testa

ment of 'Abdu'I-BaM by David Hof
man 

El Gran Annuncio, Spanish 
Baha'i Answers by Olivia Kelsey 

Work in Process 
The Brilliant ProaL new mimeo

grap~ed edition containirig all sal
ient passages. 

Baha'i Prayers, new compilation. 
Story Supplement for God Passes 

By. 
Baha'i World Volume X. 

Enrollments 
EonUments reported by 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 

San Antonio, Texas, 1; Chicago, m., 3; 
Minneapolis, Minn., 5; Tucson, Ariz., .2; 
Philadelphia, Pa., 2; Dwnont. N. J., I; 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 5; Wauwatosa, Wis.,- 2; 
Los Angeles, Calif., 2; Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 3; Albuquerque, N.M., 1; New 
York City, N.Y., 3; Greenwich, Conn., 1; 
Brattleboro. Vt., 5; Portland, Me .• 1; 
Boise, Idaho, 1; Buffalo, N.Y., 1; Palo 
Alto, Calif., 1; South Gate, Caill .• 2; San 
Francisco, Cali!. , 1; St. Augustine, Fla .• 
2; Milwaukee, Wis., 3; Oceanside, Calif., 
1; Birmingham, Ala., 1; Cleveland, 
Ohio, 1; Atlanta, Ga., 2; Mansfield, 
Ohio, 1; Charleston, W. Va., ·1; Madi
son, Wis., 3; Seattle, Wash •• 2.; Beverly, 
Mass., 1; Ft. Wayne, Ind., 1; Marys
ville, Wash., 2; Flint, Mich., I; Roches
ter, N.Y., 2; North Phoenix, Ariz.~ 1; 
Helena, Mont., 1. YOUTH 6. 

Enreqmems reported by ~ 

Regional Teaching Commiitees: 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

Mass., R.L, Vt.-4 
Me., N.H.-l 
W. N.Y.-2 
E. N.Y., Conn.-2 
N.J.-l 

SOUTHERN STATES 
Fla.--4 
La., Miss.-2 

CENTRAL STATES 
Mich.-3 
Ind.-1 
Wis., Minn., N. and S. Dakota-2 
ill., Iowa-l 

WESTERN STATES 
Alaska-I 
So. CaIi1., Ariz.-4 and 1 Youth 
Washingtoo-l Youth 
Idaho. Utah, Mont.-l 
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The Home Front 
Spokane, Wash. 

With the spirit of rededication en
gendered by the more recent pleas 
of the Guardian, this community 
finds new avenues opening everyM 
where. Reginald King secured a job 
teaching English for the foreign
born at the Public Night School. Fif
ty-three students, representing 16 
foreign countries and three races, 
attended the first classes. Though 
state law forbids the teaching of re
ligion in the public schools, generali. 
zations of Baha'i principles were 
worked into the study of English. 
Small groups were invited to the 
King home and made aware directly 
of the Faith. In the second term, 23 
students enrolled and the term was 
ended with a party for them at the 
Baha'i Center. Now, five adults are 
attending Baba'i meetings, three 
Norwegians and two Japanese. 

On April 10, several Baha'is at
tended the services of the local Bud
dhist congregation in commemora
tion of the birth of the Lord Buddha, 
and later the same evening were 
guests at a party attended by about 
400 Japanese. Music was played on 
ancient Japanese instruments to ac
company the beautiful dances. The 
word spread rapidly that Baha'is 
accept the Lord Buddha as God's 
Messenger on the same level as the 
founders of other religions, so much 
may be expected from this group of 
contacts. 

Mr. King, as assistant program 
director of a local radio station, was 
instrumental in instituting a pro
gram, uKnow Your Neighbor", 
which for the first time locally gave 
voice to fue. minorities and they are 
gratefully aware of this fact. Fur
thermore, the Baha'is now have a 
recognized Baha. 'i representative on 
the board of the Spokane Race Re
lations Council with full voice and 
vote. The radio program in coming 
weeks will give air time to the Jew
ish, Buddhist, and Baba'i Faiths. Of 
interest is the fact that .one mem
ber in the English class first heard 
of the Faith from the Baha'i ploneer 
to Nicaragua, Mathew Ifaiab. 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

At a program sponsored by 
this community during Brotherhood 
Week, Feb. 27, William Foster of 
Chicago was the Baha'i speaker on 
the platform shared by a Christian 
Minister, a Hindu T~acher, a Jewish 

Rabbi, and a Moslem Teacher. Mr. 
Fosi;er appreciated the fine recep
tion accorded him and noted much 
enthusiasm in the local teaching of 
the Faith. 
Brattleboro, Vt. 

. Though this community nearly lost 
its quota number of 15 members 
through some moving away, it was 
sustained by the coming of a be
liever from South Vernon, Mass. 
During Naw-Ruz, William Sears 
spoke in Brattleboro and during 
firesides and other meetings, Mrs. 
Amy Raubitschek, Hormoz Brou
mond, Allah Kalantar, and Sammy 
Heywood gave talks. 
Waterloo, N.Y. 

A talk en "Brotherhood" was giv
en by John Leonard on Feb. 27, with 
10 students from Syracuse and the 
Baha'is of that city as guests. Gen
eva, Seneca Township, and Oswego 
friends were also present. In addi
tion to the talk, readings were given 
and after refreshments, a group dis
cussion on "Happiness" rounded out 
the evening. 
Southern California and Arizona 

At a Regional Conference on Mar. 
12, the main topic for consultation 
was "Confirmation", Relative to 
contacts it was remarked that it is 
easy to meet people and make 
friends anywhere if one truly likes 
people. It was agreed that the Spirit 
confirms believers. People are eas
ily confirmed when they understand 
the Cause. Relative to community 
difficulties, it was observed that lack 
of growth can fall under two main 
classes, LETHARGY or DISHAR
MONY. Babil'is must LOVE the 
Cause, and it must come first. Per
sonal differences may arise, but 
there must by unity within the com
munity. 
Anchorage, ~Iaska 

"rn ·the March issue of Glamour 
magazine, there was an article about 
Mrs. Frances Wells and her Arctic 
Trails Shopping Service, entitled, 
"Alaska's Proxy Shopper". To date, 
Mrs. Wells has received nearly 75 
letters of inqoiry about Alaska and 

Calendar 
FEASTS: 

June ~NUr-Light 
JURe 24-Rahmat-Meroy 

NSA Meeting: 
June 17, 18, 19 . 
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she is answering them by mimeo
graphed letter telling her reason 
for coming to Alaska as a Baha'i set
tler and enclosing Baha'i literature." 

The enrollment of a new believer 
is reported from Fort Richardson, 
Mr. James Cooper, a colored soldier. 
He has been enthUSiastically study
ing and disseminating the Faith 
since first hearing of it several 
months ago When he walked into the 
store of a Baha'i. "My life began on 
that day", he says. 
Tacoma, Wash. 

February, which was Race Rela
tions Month, was observed with a 
public talk being given by Mr. E. 
George Washington of Seattle. He 
delivered an excellent address to 
several hundred members of the 
Bethlehem Baptist Church on the 
subject, HBrotherhood of Man", with 
the audience evidencing great inter
est. The Rev. E. B. Wilson, minister 
of the chtirc8. was of assistance to 
the Baha'i Conference held the first 
week. in January. 

Brattleboro, Vt. 
Brattleboro has not only achieved 

its goal but will I'kely exceed it! The 
powers of attraction generated by 
the untiring and united e1Iorts of this 
community have been most fruitful. 
Not only have the four souls, neces
sary to reach their gOpl of fifteen, 
declared themselves but several 
others with wh:>m they ha ve been 
diligently working are voicing their 
profound interest in the Cause. Fur~ 
thermore, groups and individuals, 
isolated from the city, as well are 
in the process of enrollment. Let 
us express our heartfelt gratitude to 
Bahil'u'llah and to these faithful 
souls in their great and consol.i:i1.g 
triumph. Their activities have not 
ceased nor have they been lessened 
in any way. Hormoz Baurmond 
aided. them with a very successful 
series of meetings over the Feb. 20 
weekend and. their future schedule 
is as industrious as ever." 
Rochester, N _ Y. 

jjLast September the Baha'is of 
Rochester and vicinity started an. ex
periment which has proven most 
suc~ssful. Perhaps other cities sim
ilarly situated would like to try this 
cooperative plan. ·The believers of 
Rochester, its suburbs, and the near
by town of Victor, pool their finances 
and TIME AND EFFORTS to pro
mote weekly meetings open to th~ 
public and held in a Rochester 
hotel. These public meetings follow 
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the Northeastern Plan: one adver~ 
tised and publicized PUBLIC MEET
ING a month in a room that will 
hold 50 or so, and three Discussion 
Meetings in a smaller room, usually 
advertised. In addition to the paid 
ads

l 
and free publicity when it can 

be obtained, all these meetings at 
the hotel are given a free I'spot" in 
the evening paper in the "Midweek 
Services" column. This starts with 
the heading "Baha'i" and includes 
time, place. name of speaker or dis
cussion leader and title of talk. Be
cause these llstings are alphabet
ized, the BahA'i listing has come 
first. 
San Francisco, Cal. 

This community has for years held 
a weekly public meeting. At times 
it has been well attended. more often 
not, but the Assembly has felt it a 
necessary link with the general pub
lic. On the contrary special public 
meetings, to celebrate an anniver
sary or some other special occasion 
have always had a very good attend
ance of Baha'is and hon-Baha'is. At 
times the solggestion has been made 
that our regular public meetings be 
reduced to one a month and a special 
effort made to make them large 
meetings. In December the Assem
bly accepted the suggestion of the 
Program an.d Contacts Committee 
that the regular weekly meetings be 
continued but that once a month a 
special ellor! be made to get an 
outstanding speaker, have music and 
refresbments and make a big event 
of it. The first of these meetings was 
held January 21. The audience num
bered at least 85, more than half of 
whom were non~Baha'is. Many 
friends stayed to talk for some time 
after the lecture. 

"We are regularly holding four 
weekly study classes, two for youth, 
one for Baha'is only, and one for in
quirers. The first weekend in Janu
ary a teacher-training class on the 
Covenant Outline was given and was 
attended by seven potential teach
er. of classes on that subject." 

Richmond ffigh13nds, Wash. 
Last fall this community started 

discussion groups, mailing out form 
letters to strangers telling them 
briefly of the Bahit'i Faith and noti
fying them that once a week for two 
hours the Fellowship House was 
open for discussion time. A believer 
was there to greet those who came. 
and two appeared from this com
munity. Since then, twice a month, 
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the discussion time has been held 
with one lady in constant attendance 
whom we feel sure will become a 
believer soon. 

Suggested Daily Readings 
For June, 1949 

"Lord! Turn the distressing 
cares of Thy holy ones into ease, 
their hardships into comfort, their 
abasement into glory, their sorrow 
into blissful joy; 0 Thou that 
holdest in Thy grasp the reins of 
all mankind!" 
June 

I GI. Ch. CLV-3M to 333 
2 Gl. CLI-319 to 322 
3 "The Purpose of the One True 

God"-Gl. 299 
4 "Intone. 0 My Servant"-GI. 

295 
5 Feast of Light-E.S.W. - 139, 

14C1-P.U.P. Vol. n 453, 454 
6 The Three Degrees of Reality 

-R. of M.. 6, 7, 8 
7 Evolution of the Soul-R. of M. 

18, 19, 20, 21 
8 The Mediator-R. of M. 36, 37, 

38 
9 Soul, Mind and Spirit-R. of 

M. 9, 10, 11. 
10 Gl. Ch. CXXXIV, page 290, 291 
11 Tbe Ordinances of God-GL 01. 

CXXXIII page 289 
12 "The One True God"-Gl. 286, 

287 
13 Riches-GI. %76 
14 "Help Ye the One True God"

G1. %72 
15 "The Trinity"-T. of A. Vol. It 

117, 118 
16 "Union With God"-B.W.F. 134 
17 i"Two Duties Laid Upon Man" 

-B. W.F. 126, 127,128 
18 P.U.P. Vol. I, Ch X, page 200, 

2()1 
19 "Man's Perfection and Nobil

;ty"-B.W.F. llB, 117 
20 T. of A. VoL I, 124, 125, 126-

Spiritual Meetings 
2.1 The Center of Decision

B.W.F.408 
22 Tests and Trials_T. of A. Vol. 

J, 72, 73 
23 P. U .P. VoL I, Ch. m, 181, 182 
24 Feast of Mercy-P.U.P. 439, 

440 
25 "The Spirit That Animateth the 

Heart"-B.W.F. 128 
27 ''God Loveth Thooe Who Work 

in Grcmps't-B.W.F. 401 
%7 C. H. page 167, 170 
28 Tes_T. at A. VoL lII. '122 
29 Unity Feast at West Engle

wood, N. J.-P.U.P. Vol. I 208 
30 BaM'u'llllh's House at Ba@.-

dad-B. A. 154, 155 
Key: 
Gl-Gloa.DIIIp 
E.S.w.-EplstJe 10 the Son 01 the 

Wolf 
P.U.P.-PrOmulpUOD 01 UIIl"o:noal 

Peace :: ::,:~=:: .: .:a:::.'1-_ 
B.W.F.--Bahi'i World FaiUl. 
C.B.-Chosen BIchwa:.
B.A.-BalLi'i Adm1nlMratioa 

Ba.hi'i News is published by the 
National SpIrItual Assembly 01 the 
Baba.'is of &he United States as 1he 
official news .... etter of the Bah.a'i 
Communit.y. 

.Edited for the National Spiritual 
Assembly by Bab3,'i News EdItor
ial Committee: Mrs. Roberta 
Christian, chairman. Mrs. M&r~ 

garet .Jamir, Mr. Gordon A. Fra,... 

ser. Editorial oftice: Mrs. Roberta 
ChrisliaD, 1001 West GeDesee 81 .. 
Lansing. Mich. 

Please repor1 changes of address 
aDd. other matters penainlDc to 
distribution to the Bahi'i NaUonal 
Oft'ice~ 536 Sheridan Road, Wil~ 

mette, ~1s. 
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Words of the Guardian 
The Temple Dome 

The following statement is an ex
cerpt from the Guardian's letter to 
the NSA, written through his secre
tory, dated April 11, 1949. 

"_ . .in connection with the dome 
oi the Temple, he would like to point 
cut that a metal dome~ constituting 
a partition between the inside and 
outside light of the Temple, would 
have entirely done away with the 
original concept of the light of heav- . 
en coming into, and the interior il
lumination, at night, going out of, the 
Temple. The transparency, the 
"openness" would have been done 
away with, no matter how much per
foration remained, and thus the 
original idea have been lost." 

"No Turning Back, No Escape 
From Duty" • 

The following passage -is taken 
from the Guardian's letter to the 
NSA, written through his secretary, 
dated April 11, 1949: 

"He also wishes that it could be 
brought home to the believers that 
not only they, with the exigencies 
of their Temple and their foreign 
teaching work, are really being hard 
put to it to stand up to the time 
of test which is at hand, but all 
their brothers the world over! In 
fact in most other countries- the dif
ficulties to be overcome, though not 
spread over such a wide range, are 
more stubborn. In the East, for ex
ample, the friends have to surmount 
violent religious prejudices, prejJl
dices which debar them from so 
much as obtaining visas for the coun
tries their Plans embrace, and 
which, when they do get there, some
times endanger their lives. The Brit
ish Baha'is, a mere handful, ex
tremely limited financially, find 
themselves called upon to carry out 
their courageous Plan and forced 
to find ways and means of making 
one pound .do the work of ten and 
one pioneer the work of at least 
three 1 And yet they are wholly 
absorbed in winning their goals, 
and are bringing all the traditional 
British grit. into play! 

"The Guardian himself, already 
tired out with the work of the last 
twenty·seven years-which has been 
steadily growing with the growth of 
the Cause the world over - now 
finds himself simply engulfed in a 
sea of new problems, responsibilities 
and worries· in connection with the 

work on the Bab~s Shrine. Much as 
this glorious enterprise is dear to 
his heart, much as he sees the nec· 
essity for carrying it on, and fore· 
sees the tremendous advantages to 
the Faith which will accrue from its 
unfoldment, he cannot be blind to 
the fact that it has doubled his load 
and will be, for some years to come, 
a back.·breaking task for him and all 
concerned here with it. 

"So, as the American believers 
survey with some trepidation and 
dismay the gigantic work before 
them, and the tremendous sums that 
must be raised, let them remember 
that for them, even as for their 
Guardian and their spiritual broth· 
ers and sisters all over the globe, 
there can be no turning back, no 
escape from duty, no easy way out! 
Indeed, seeing the plight of all the 
peoples of the world, they should 
realize that this whole Planet is .in 
the throes of an unmistakable or· 
deal, a time of bitter transition and -
profound testing. If the spiritually 
dead are in this condition, how can 
the spiritually alive not be expected 
to be summoned to active duty, to 
be called upon to bear heavy burdens 
and to sacrifice deeply for the fu
ture," 

On Expulsion and Reinstate
ment of Covenant-Breakers 
The believers are requested to 

study the following statement by the 
Guardian, and grasp its meaning. 
By our understanding of it we can 
avojd confusion and division of opin
ion in any future cases that may 
arise. The passage is taken from 
the Guardian's letter of April 11, 
written through his secretary to the 
NSA. 

"The Guardian, like the Master 
before him. has not considered it 
advisable to as yet permit any per
son or Assembly to put another per· 
son out of the Cause of God. There 
is a sharp distinction between de
priving a believer of his voting 
rights, which is a severe disciplin
ary measure and not -a spiritual sane· 
tion, and pronouncing a former 
believer to be a truly spiritually dis
eased soul, a soul in the condition 
the Master referred to when, in His 
last cable to America before His as· 
cension, He said: 'he who sitteth \vith 
a leper catcheth leprosy'. The Guard· 
ian has, within the last few years, 
cc-nsidered the National Assemblies 

'.;.: .... 

strong enough to wield the instru
ment of sanction in the sense of de
priving a Baha'i of his voting rights. 
But no one but himself can pro· 
nOlUlce a person to be in that 'dis
eased condition we call 'Covenant
breaking', and no one but he can re
i.J1state a Covenant-breaker. No Na
tional Assembly has been given this 
right and cannot, therefore, review 
fr.l.e question or reinstate anyone. 
All any National Assembly can do 
is to report to the Guardi-an if they 
are approached by' a Covenant· 
bl'eaker, and then the Guardian will 
take action. It is a pity that some 
of the Western friends, with re· 
markable naivete, do not grasp the 
fact that there is absolutely nothing 
keeping those who have broken the 
Covenant, whether Baha'u'Uih's o'r 
the Master's, out of the Cause of God 
except their own inner spiritually 
sick condition. If they were sound? 
instead of diseased, and wanted to 
enter the service of the Faith, they 
would apply direct to the Guardian 
and he would be able to adjudge 
of their sincerity and. if sincere, 
would welcome them into the ranks 
of the faithful as he did with Sydney 
Sprague. Unfortunately, a man who 
is ill is not made well just by as
serting there is nothing wrong with 
him! Facts, actual states, are what 
count. Probably no group of people 
in the world have softer tongues? or 
proclaim more loudly their inno-
cence, than those who in their heart 
of hearts, and by their every act, 
are enemies of the Center of the 
Covenant. The Master well knew this 
and that is why He said we must 
ShWl their company, but pray 
fo,' them. If you put a leper in a 
room with healthy people, he cannot 
catch their health; on the contrary 
they are very likely to catch his hor
rible ailment." 

The Daily Prayers 
"The daily prayers are to be said 

each one for himself, aloud or si
lent makes no difference. There is 
no congregational prayer except that 
for the dead. We read healing and 
other prayers in our meetings, but 
the daily prayer is a personal ob
hgation, so some one else reading 
it. is not quite the same thing as 
saying it for yourself. 

,. If you find you need to visualize 
some one when you pray t think of 
the Ma ster. Through Him you can 
address Baha 'u 'ilah. Gradually try 
to think of the qualities of the Mani-
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THE TEMPLE • • . TRIU~1PH OF SACRIFICE 
Broken in health, frail in body, 'Abdu'l-Baha traveled night and day to reach the 

lovely shores of Lake Michigan, and there, with His own hands, He laid the cornerstone 
of the Holiest House of Worship; and still echoing down the years we hear Him saying: 

"Verily the founding of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar will lllark the inception of the King
dom of God on earth, It is the evident standard· waving in the center of that great conti
nent of America. Make the erection of the Temple in Alllerica conducive to the unity 
and oneness of the believers, of the maid-servants and servants of the Merciful, so 
that in one thought, one aim, they engage themselves in building the Temple. Think 
pot that this Telllple will be like the hundred thousand gigantic Temples you see about 
you. 

"Its building is the most illlportant of all things. This is the spiritual foundation, 
for the reason that it is the.most important of all foundations; from that spiritual foun
dation will COllle forth all manner of advancement and progress in the world of human
ity. Therefore, how great is its importance." 

- 'ABDU'L-BAHA 
The Baha'i World, VoL r, pp. 61-65 

HAVE YOU ARISEN FOR THE ASSISTANCE OF THE TEMPLE? 
JOIN A RANK IN THE ARMY OF SACRIFICE! 

Make your check payable to 
THE NATIONAL BAHA'I FUND 

Send it to 
THE NATIONAL BAHA'! TREASURER, 112 LINDEN AVENUE, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 

festation, and in that way a mental 
form will fade Qut, for after all the 
body is not the thing, Hi .. Spirit is 
there and is the essential, everlast
ing element." - From letter written 
by the Guardian through his secre
t;ry,January 31, 1949, to Mrs. Stu
art Sims. 

Corrections 
Errors have been made in typing 

two communications received from 
Haifa and published in Baha'i News 
during the past few months. These 
errors have been pointed out by the 
Guardian for correction. 

Letter dated November 8, 1948, 
published in December, 1948 Baha'i 
News under title "The Citadel of the 
Faith of Baha'u'lliLh": 

First paragraph, line 6, 'lshare 
of" should read !;share to"; second 
paragraph, lines 56 and 57 should 
read "of the European continent and 
which", etc.; line 79, 'same para
graph, should read "mark their gi
gantic strides": third paragraph, line 
57 should read, "to discharge and 
to"; same paragraph, line 63 should 
read, "hour of the emergence of"; 
paragraph four, line 7. should read, 

"of Baha'u'llah and synchronized 
with"; last paragraph, line 5 should 
read ~'in their years of"; line 13 
should read, "attain maturity". 

Cablegram dated March 16, 1949. 
published on page 1 of April Baha'i 
News: 

First paragraph, second sentence 
- instead of "their fifty years' mag
nificent stewardship" it should read 
~'i ts fifty years" j etc. 

European News 
On April 21 of last year seven of 

the ten goal cotultries of Europe 
elected their first Local Spiritual 
Assemblies, with two in Switzerland, 
making a total of eight Assemblies. 

On April 21 of this year all of the 
goal countries elected their Spiritual 
Assemblies and in Spain a second 
Assembly was formed. This makes 
a lotal of twelve Local Spiritual 
Assemblies in our goal countries. 

The number of newly declared 
believers has been more than 
doubled this year. This is a superb 
achievement, and one which has 
been attained through the ceaseless 
and selfless efforts put forth by the 

new believers themselves, and by 
the pioneers. 

Reports from these Assemblies 
demonstrate that they have a clear 
understanding of the Administrative 
Order. and that they are functioning 
in a very mature manner. 

Miss Etty Graeffe, who helped 
establish the European Teaching 
Committee Headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland, and who for two years 
was the ETC representative in 
that office, has recently returned 10 
the United States to be with her 
aged parents. Mrs. Hazel Perrington 
of Sierra Madre, California, left for 
Europe on May 9~ to join Virginia 
Orbison as a pioneer. 

Shoghi Effendi has given clear 
directives both to the Spiritual 
Assemblies and to the Committee for 
the work immediately ahead1 in the 
following excerpts from his cable of 
April 25: "Urge remaining years 
concentrate maintenance status 
elected Assemblies, consolidation 
superb achievements, multiplication 
groups through steady expansion 
extension work." 

-EUROPEAN TEACIUNG COM~ 
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The Most Important of All ThinO"s 
"In these days, the most important DEEPEN IN UNDERS~NDING 

o! ali things is the guidance of the AND LOVE 
nations and peoples of the world. 
Teaching the Cause is of utmost im· 
portance for it is the head corner
stone of the foundation itself." -
From Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l
Baha, 
National Teaching Plan· 1949·1950 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

summons the American Baha'is 
to a- new spiritual unity of ardent 
endeavor Wlder one simple, clear 
and nationwide Teaching Plan. Here 
i3 the source of our regeneration 
arJd progress, the means of our suc
cess, and the way of our happiness, 
in turning to the Master r S inspired 
utterance bequeathed to us all in His 
Testament. 
MEETING THE CRISIS 

The souls of men are burdened 
with oppressive fear and confused 

. by darkness of unfaith. Even tlie 
Baha',s live today In far less than 
their whole God-given courage, guid
ance and conviction. As individuals 
we wait for committees or assem· 
blies to do the work of the Faith, 
and in waiting. we waste away the 
powers which Baha'u'llah entrusts to 
His servants. 

Arise in the passionate ardor of 
the teacher! Seek and find each one 
his or her unique mission in the 
Baha'i community! Pray for faith· 
fulness to the inmost spirit of Di· 
vine law - the command to teach. 
For the teacher t doors of confirma
tion will be opened. To be a Baha'i 
is to teach. To teach is to live in 
the KIngdom and drink of the cup 
of inspiration and knowledge. 
SPEAK OF TIlE CAUSE YOU LOVE 

Our love of the Faith of Baha'u'liith 
overflows In telling its story day 
by day. Share tbe F ai th with the 
needy one whom you encounter on 
your path of life. Learn how to teach 
by teaching - this is the School in 
which all the great spiritual teach
ers of the ages have developed 
their powers. 

Open your lips so that the Message 
can be freed of confinement in your 
own heart and enter the ~e heart 
of your neighbor. Tell the Message 
daily if you can. Tell it weekly at 
first if you do not recognize the 
daily opportWlity that comes. Ask 
God to forgive you if at the end 
of the week you find that you have 
been silent about His Faith, 

True study of the Baha'i sacred 
writings is no mere lesson learned 
by rote. The writings offer us know!
edge~ yes, but above all they deepen 
the believer's lUlderstanding and kin· 
die in his heart the sacred flame 
of love. Study with soul, mind and 
spirit. Commune daily with the Man· 
festation through His holy Word. 

This year the Teaching Plan con
centrates upon teaching by the indi
vidual Baha'i. This is the "head ear
ner-stone of the fOWldation itself." 

To this Plan - the Plan given us 
by the· Master Himself - the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly wishes ev
ery Assembly to subordinate its col
lective programs and plans. That is, 
the local Assembly is to make sure 
that the effort to carry out collective 
programs is not so great a burden 
as to sacrifice the individual workers 
and prevent them from carrying out 
their 0'WIl personal obligations to 
teach with mind, heart and soul. For 
this personal obligation is our duty 
to God. By discharging this duty we 
fit ourselves to contribute usefully 
to the collective undertaking. Per. 
sonal tea ching underlies our whole 
relationship to the Faith of Baha· 
'u'llah. 

National Committees which de
velop teaching material, ideas, meth
ods and themes for local communi
ties are offering their service not 
as a substitute to this universal Plan, 
and not competitive with it, but as 
offering which the local Assembly 
is to accept and use or not, in ac
cordance with local needs and con
ditions. 

What the National Spiritual As
st::mbly emphasizes this year is in
spiration jor the souls oj the Baha.'is~ 
not burdens to fatigue the spirit and 
enmesh it in any degree of oppresive 
routine or the demands of too pow
erful a machine. 

STUDY AND LEARNING, ALSO, 
IS mE LIFE OF THE SOUL 

When we love the teachings we 
continue to drink deep of the cup 
of knowledge. 

Six books are suggested which the 
friends can well study this year -
one book every two months. Study 
material on these will be prepared 
b.y the Programming Committee and 
rWl in Baha'i News, beginning next 
month. 

The books are: Advent of Divine 
Justice, Foundations of World Unity, 
Dispensation of Baha'u'llab, Will and 
Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha, World 
Order of Baha 'u'liah, and Divine Art 
of Living. 

The National Assembly hopes and 
prays that the believers, one and 
all, will take part in this simple 
PJan as determinedly as they are 
contributing to the Temple Ftmd. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEl\fiSLY 

The Difference Between 
Administrative Titles and the 

Name of the Faith 
The National Assembly requests 

believers, assemblies and commit· 
tees to make a distinction between 
the title of an administrative body, 

. like a local Assembly or national 
Committee, and a designation 
employed to refer to the Faith In 
general and as a whole. 

An administrative body or institu
tion has a title which defines its 
functions and its area of juriSdiction. 
For example, an assembly letter. 
head like "Spiritual Assembly of the· 
Baha'is of Jonesville" or a commit. 
tee letterhead like "Regional Teach. 
ing Committee for Maine and New 
Hampshire." Such titles identify the 
body which is acting. 

On the other hand we say "Baba 'i 
World Faith," "The Faith of Baha· 
'u~llBh" or "Baha'i Revelation" when 
we mean" our religion in general, its 
teachings, its aims, 'its international 
community and its institutions. That 
is not the body which acts in a par
ticular local, regional or national 
area, but the Faith for which all our . 
individual or collective actions are 
performed. Thus, if " local public 
meeting is held, the program desig
nates the sponsoring body, just as 
when a letter is written the letter
head designates the body by which 
the letter is written. But a public 
program can also identify the relig
ion for which the meeting is held
Baha'i World Faith, for example. 
In such cases the typographical 
arrangement should make it clear to 
the non-Baha'i that <;Bahit'i World 
Faith" is not holding the meeting, 
but the meeting is held by such and 
such a body in, of or for Bah.a'i 
World Faith. Similarly, letterheads 
are not expected to convey the· idea 
that the letter is '\.\rritten by Baha"'l 
World F ai th but by a particular 
assembly or committee. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL AsSEMBLY 



Nineteen Day Feast 
Since the National Assembly pub

lished in the September, 1948 issue 
of Bahci'i News the statement L<Read
ings at Nineteen Day Feasts/' 
requests for further explanation 
have been received. To anSwer these 
with authority the NSA requested 
the Guardian to state what readings 
are proper and suitable for the 
devotional part of the Feast. 

Now we are a hIe to share with 
the friends this clear explanation 
written by Shoghi Effendi through 
his secretary on April 11, 1949. 

"The question regarding the devo
tional part of the Feast has been 
obscured because once he (the 
Guardian) used the term 'devotional' 
in its strict sense, which of course 
means prayer, and once loosely, in 
the sense, in which the Baha'is 
usually understand it, and that is 
the meeting together and reading 
from the teachings which precedes 
the administrative - or consulta
tive - aspect of the Nineteen Day 
Feast. The two statements in no way 
change the method of holding this 
part of the Feast which, in the East 
a1 any rate~ is ·always opened with 
prayers and afterwards Tablets and 
excerpts from Baha'u'llah's, or the 
Master's or the Guardian's writings 
may be read, or, for that matter, 
the Bible or the Qur' an quoted." 

In the light of this explanation the 
subject is now plain to all. We are 
to read Baha'i prayers, and after 
the prayers whatever excerpts are 
desired from Tablets of BabiL'u'lliLh 
and 'Abdu'l-BabiL, writings of the 
Guardian. or selections from the 
Bible or the Qur'an. Ail such read
ings constitute the devotional part of 
the Baha'i Nineteen Day Feast. 

-NATIONAL SPmnuAL ASSEM:BLY 

Conferenees· With the NSA 
During Convention Period 

The four days filled with sessions 
of the annual National Convention 
make such demands upon the mem
bers of the National Spiritual Assem
bly that they wish to inform the 
friends that in .future time cannot 
be provided for conferences "\iVitb. 
individual believers. Any exception 
made to this on account of emer
gency will have to be decided by 
the Assembly as a body and not by 
any Offi cer. 
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Score to Date - June 4, 1949 
on Response to the Temple Fund 

Group Nwnber 

137 

Est.imated 
for 2 years 

.............. $109,600.00 $400 
$100 421 ............................. $ 84,200.00 
$ 25 
*Special 

407 ............................. $ 20,350.00 
624 ............................. $175,937.80 

Totals 1589 ............................. $390,087.80 
Received against above resolves .... , .. , ..... $128,417.41 

*All resolves not falling in other three categories. 

Contributions From Assemblies 
For the Month of April, 1949 

Alaska - Anchorage. Arizona - North 
Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson. Arkansas
Eureka Springs, Little Rock. Califo-rnia
Alhambra, Arcadia, Berkeley, Beverly 
Hills, Carmel, ·GeyserviHe, El Monte 
Twp., Escondido Twp., Fresno, Glendale, 
Glendale Twp., Inglewood. Long·Beach, 
Los Angeles, Monrovia. Monrovia Twp., 
Oakland. Palo Alto, Pasadena, Sacra
mento. San Diego. San Bernardino. San 
Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, 
South Gate. C01orado---CoIorado Springs, 
Denver. Connecticut-New Haven, Green
wich, Hartford. 

Dist. of Columbia-Washington. }'101'
ida-Jacksonville, Miami. Georgia.-At~ 
Ianta , Augusta. Hawaii-Honolulu, Maui 
(Mar. and ApriD, Idaho-Ada County, 
Boise. Illinois-Batavia, Champaign, 
Chicago, Danville, Elmhurst, Evanston,. 
Limestone Twp., Maywood, Oak Park, 
Peoria, Springfield, Urbana, Wilmette. 
Winnetka. India.na-Indianapolis, Fort 
Wayne, South Bend. Iowa--Cedar Rap
ids, Waterloo. KansaS-Topeka, Ken
tucky-LOuisville. Louisiana-New Or
leans. Maine-Eliot, Portland. Mary-bod 
-Baltimore. 

Massachusetts - Boston, Brookline, 
Springfield. Worcester. Michigan - Ann 
Arbor, Davison Twp., Dearborn Twp., 
Detroit, Flint, Grosse Pointe Farms, 
Kalamaz.oo, Lansing. Muskegon, Rose· 
ville. Minnesota - Duluth. Minneapolis, 
St. Paul. Mississippi-J ackson. Missouri 
-Independence, Kansas City, st. Louis. 
Montana-Butte, Great Falls. Nebraska 
Macy, Omaha. Nevada-Reno. New 
Hampshire--Portsmouth. New Jersey-

Bergenfield, Dumont, Englewood, Jer
sey City, Montclair, Red Bank Newark, 
Teaneck. New Mexico-Albuquerque, Al
buquerque, N. 11). New York-Bingham
ton. Buffalo. Geneva, Jamestown.., New 
York, Rochester, Waterloo, Yonkers. 
North CaroJ.i.n.a.-Greensboro. North Da
kota-Fargo. 

Ohio-Cincinnati, Cleveland, E. Cleve
land, Dayton. Columbus, Lima, Mans
field, Toledo. Oklahoma-Oklahoma City. 
Oregon-Portland. Penosylvania-Phila
delphia, Pittsburgh, Scranton, West 
Chester. Puerto Rico-San Juan. Rhode 
Island-Providence. South Carolina.-CoI
umbia, Greenville. South Dakota-Sioux 
Falls. Tennessee - Memphis. Texas
Dallas. Houston, San Antonio. Utah
Salt Laiv City. Vermont-Brattleboro. 
Virginia-A.rli..ngton. WasbiJJ.giion-Kirk
land, Marysville, Monroe, RichInond 
Highlands, Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma. 
West Virginia-charleston. Wisconsin
Kenosha, Racine, Madison, Milwaukee, 
Shorewood, Somers Twp., Wauwatosa. 
Whitefish Bay. Wyoming - Laramie. 
Baha'i Assembly of Madrid. 
Assemblies contributing in April .... 161 
Groups Contributing· ................ 48 
Individuals contributing ............. 99 

Correction 
It has been called to our attention 

that twice in recent months the 
name of the Phoenix, Arizona ·Assem
bly has been omitted from the list 
of Assemblies contributing to the 
National Fund. This Assembly has 
maintained regular contributions 
and we regret this error very much. 

WHEN THE TEMPLE IS FINISHED 
nWhen the Ma@riqu'l.Adhkiir is accomplished, ~'hen the lights are eman

ating therefrom, the righteous ones are presenting themselves therein, the 
prayers are performed with supplication towards the mysterious Kingdom, 
the voice of glorification is raised to the Lord, the Supreme, then the be
lievers shall rejoice, the hearts shall be dilated and overflow with the love 
of the Ail·living and Self·existent God. The people shall hasten to worship 
in that heavenly Temple, the fragrances of God '!,>'ill be elevated, the divine 
teachings will be established in the hearts like the establishment of the Spirit 
in mankind; the people v.rill then stand firm in the cause of your Lord, the 
Merciful. Tablets of 'Abdu'I-BaM, p. 17-18 
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"Mount Your Steeds" 
By A.LrCE S. Cox, Con ven tion Reporter 

A cannon ball lay on the table 
in front of the convention, not smooth 
and shiny as ones 'iIoT€ so often see 
piled in pyramids in COWlty court
house squares, memorials of the vic

. tory for union; but rusted, and rough-
en~d by lying nearly one hundred 
years in the earth of the forests of 
Milzindaran. 

Not long after the morning call to 
prayer on Thursday, April 28, and 
the organizing of the convention, the 
meaning of this piece of Persian war 
iron in OUT consultation hall became 
knovm to us. From the moment it 
was placed before our view and its 
story of being dug up in the vicinity 
of the site of Fort Tabarsi was 
told, in it was dramatized the un
folding central theme of four days of 
thought, of consultation, of yearning, 
prayer and resolution that was to 
make forever memorable the Forty
first Annual Convention of the 
Baha'is of the United States. 

This New Martyrdom 
Heroism for American Baha'is as 

a whole will not be the spilling of 
lifeblood as required of the magnif
icent martyrs of l'abarsi, Tihran, 
N ayriz and ZanjAn one hundred years 
ago. This every Baha'i knew who en
tered the convention of 1949. But 
heroism of a different kind, supreme 
sacrifice particularly designed to 
meet the needs of a suffering world 
at this hour, must be the station 
which every American Baha'i must 
strive to reach in the quickly coming 
final years of the second Seven Year 
Plan. Sacrifice as a community, sac
rifice as individuals . ... money sac
rifice . . . we had been hearing 
these words from the Guardian and 
the National Spiritual Assembly be
fore the convention call. Could the 
new world civilization be born with
out this step toward our destiny? 
Was this why the convention theme 
had been set up ahead of time as 
"Spiritual Victory in World Crisis?" 

"Mount Your Steeds" 
Never before has the road ahead 

been so straight and rugged, the way 
so narrow, the danger of failure so 
imminent and the signiiicance of fail
ure more fearful for the world, the 
measure of sacrifice so great, the 
call to "Mount Your Steeds, Oh he
roes of God'\ so challenging as at 
this, the crucial hour. Never before, 
on the other hand, have we been so 

close in time span of years to the 
Kingdom of God on earth. 

Are You Prepared? 
Expression of the theme of con

vention, with its several ways of em
phasis, began shaping in the first 
hours when a brooding thoughtful
ness spread wings over Foundation 
hall. The first ke;ynoter, the chair
man of the NSA, Mrs. Dorothy 
Baker, suggested, "It is time to take 
hold of ne'i,l,.' powers together . 
We pull ourselves together to clothe 
the inner man, as we complete 
the interior of the House of Wor
ship ... Are we prepared to make 
the most of this time of new oppor
tunity? The opporttmity arises out of 
a special act: martyrdom. 

"Martyrdom \\oill release new pow
er. Who can guess the multitudinous 
forms this power will take? Who can 
foresee its accomplishments? Who 
can know how closely allied is that 
act with teaching? Who can say how 
far along the road to salvation this 
act can bring an agonized world? .. 
Power "ill go out from the completed 
Temple to raise up multitudes. We 
are to give that power release. Let 
us turn our hearts to Haifa and see 
that power and give it form and 
life. " 

Using the Divine Power 
The national secretary, Hora ce Hol

ley, in making his supplementary re
port of the year, spoke of the evi
dences of power now operating in 
the world. ~~W€ as Baha'is are re
ceiving the ultra-violet rays and the 
others are receiving the red. If we 
wish to use the power vouchsafed 
to us, we have got to learn to use 
it our Baha'i way." 

In any communication, he said, if 
there is not a receiver there is no 
receptivity. "If there were not a de
voted community in America the 
Guardian could not communicate 
with America. No community origin
ates the Message of God but serves 
it. We have to give thought to the 
spiritual preparation of ourselves. 
Ours is not to resist, to deplore, to 
criticize. " 

Among items reported: The Guard
i an has selected texts for over the 
doorways of the Temple interior; a 
permit has come through for ship
ment of paper to German N.S.A. 
in wooden boxes, which will safe
guard the contents; Dr. George To'WIl
shend has made a formal with-

drawal from the Church of Ireland, 
stating his reasons; Rul,liyyih Kha
num has written a statement called 
"Teaching Problems H to be made 
available to the believers; the N.S.A. 
spent 41 days in session during the 
year. 

The death of Mountfort Mills of 
Nev.r York City on April 24 he re
ported, explaining that Mr. Mills was. 
a trusted servant of the Guardian, 
whose health had been impaired 
when he went to Baghdad to save 
the house of Bahil'u'llili. (He was 
for long a member of the American 
NSA) 

Likewise was the death of George 
Latimer on JlUle 22, 1948 reported. 
"His brief case ·was packed for the 
next NSA meeting. " Leroy loas 
was elected to fill the vacancy. 

Prayers for these friends and for 
other Baha'is who had passed dur-
ing the year were said during one 
of the devotional periods. 

Cable from Haifa 
The eagerly welcomed cable from 

the Guardian, read the first mom~ 
ing and discussed in the afternoon, 
sustained the faith of the believers 
by its review of victories flowing 
from the spirit of the Cause, exhil
arated them with description of re
lationship with Israel and providen& 
tial protection of the Baha'i Holy 
Shrines, and stirred them to realiza
tion of their ·responsibili ty in arous
ing the entire American community 
to meet the herculean tasks nec
essary for the full achievement of 
the second Seven Year Plan. "Aus
terity at home", "audacity in for
eign fields", "grim determination at 
whatever cost" . . . these are the 
God-given signal lights now. 

The Gathering Stonn 
At the heart of things the thunder 

must rolL Everyone knew it, and 
everyone welcomed Philip Sprague, 
national treasurer, to make his ex
planations and answer questions on 
the national Fund and the Temple 
campaign. At the suggestion of the 
Guardian, he said in beginning, the 
service of the American Baha'is for 
the next two years must be chan
neled strictly to the requisites of our 
four goals: consolidation in North 
America, with United. States summer 
schools and World Order magazine 
suspended, other activities greatly 
curtailed; expansion and consolida
tion in Latin America, preparatory 
to election of two national Assem-



blies; continuation of the American 
teaching program in ten European 
countries; and completion of the in
terior of the Baha'i House of Wor
ship, the time schedule for this now 
being set ahead for finishing in two 
years. 

The two-year national budget calls 
for $1,100,000; of this $800,000 to com
plete the Temple ($850,000 including 
deferred maintenance) and S3oo,OOO 
to carryon the other activities. The 
N.S.A. hoped from its special plan 
designed for meeting the Temple bud
get during the next two years to re
ceive as many as 3,000 resolves. On
ly 1,122 came by convention time, 
18.7 per cent of the American believ
ers represented. Our future cannot 
be, must not be in the red. We must 
not fail. 

Ark of Salvation 
The profoWld significance the com

pleting of the Temple will have in 
relation to world affairs and the re
demption of mankind came forcibly 
home to the convention as Mr. 
Sprague read from an October 23, 
1939 message of Shoghi Effendi: "di
vinely-founded Temple ordained to be 
the Ark destined to ride triumphant 
the tidal wave of world-encircling 
calamities and offering sole refuge 
to storm-tossed sufferers of sinful, 
steadily-sinking civilization." 

The Road to Tabarsi 
"We may never again be asked 

to achieve so much with so little," 
the Treasurer emphasized. "We may 
never again be asked to have so much 
faith. Believe me, the signing of the 
temple contracts (as completed 
in April) meant faith and knowledge 
that through the Guardian comes 
pure guidance from Baha'u'llah. In 
two years we will never have oppor
tunity to have an historic part in 
this again!" 

How significant these words when 
viewed in the light of those spoken 
by Mulla I:Iusayn as he and his com
panions set forth from Barfuras.,h in 
midsummer of 1848 for Tabarsi: 
HLeave behind all your belongings 
and content yourselves only with 
your steeds a nd swords, that all 
may witness your renWlciation of 
all earthly things ... " How instant
ly they all obeyed, unburdened their 
steeds, and followed him! 

There is no turning back in OUT 

mission. The NSA, the whole con
vention saw with one acclaim, has 
chosen the glory road that leads to 
OUT Tabarsi. 

Bridle and Sword 
The "how" it will be done: a six

year old is selling his comic books 
to meet his $25.00 resolve; govern
ment bonds, now, not when matured; 
legacy money, now, not at death; 
your capital, dip into it; memorial 
gifts, in memory of anyone; secur
ities, give directly if selling would 
be a capital gain; accumulated Cen
ter property funds, decision lies with 
LSA after conference \vith donors 
(New York has given its large fund); 
"a dime a day, two dimes a day, 
three dimes a day . . ."; sell per
sonal things; double your resolve ... 

"A myriad .... vays to stress the aus
terity note, but we must never be 
small and petty and criticize the di
versions of others," Mrs. Baker 
sounded a loving warning, as the 
vital Fund discussion came to a 
close, to be resumed with vigor dur· 
ing later discussion. 

The Temple Interior 
All the friends are wanting to know 

how far the ornamentation of the 
Temple interior has advanced. This 
question was answered, and many, 
many more by Paul Haney and two 
members of the Temple Technical 
Advisory Board, Edwin Eardley and 
Robert McLaughlin, architects of De
troit and New York respectively. Al
len McDaniel, the third Baha'i on the 
board, could not be present. 

Contract for desigus to simplify 
the drawings of Louis Bourgeois, but 
retain the original flow of the design 
was made with the architectural firm 
of Shaw, Metz and Dalia in the sum
mer of 1947. After the 1948 conven
tion, when the Guardian advised to 
go ahead, the George A. Fuller Com
pany was engaged as contractors, 
but because of the riSing cost index 
final contracts for ornamentation 
could not be arranged for another 
year. In April, 1949 the John J. 
Earley Studio, Rosslyn, Va., received 
contract for the ornamental casting: 
this on a straight bid basis, and 
quality is assured. 

Mr. Earley's workmen, whose tal
ent prepared the ornamentation for 
the Temple exterior, are now mak
ing the molds. First shipment to 
Wilmette will be for the main piers 
and will come to be placed in July. 
Last shipment, late summer of 1950; 
completion, 1951. 

The exquisite beauty of the inter
ior ornamentation, already known to 
us by drawings, was radiantly ap
parent for those who climbed to the 

7 

auditorium and viewed the three sec
tions on display. Differing in design, 
similar in lacey appearance, smooth
er in surface than the exterior orna
mentation, and to be varied also by 
the inel usion of flecks of colored 
marble in the concrete aggregate. 
it gave us a breath-taking glimpse 
of a place of adoration, peace and 
joy of such wonder as the world has 
not known before. 

A legal point: The NSA, as such, 
does not sign the contracts, but the 
same people, organized as Baha'i 
Temple Trustees, incorporated under 
the state of Illinois, perform this 
function. 

Mystery of the Temple 
"The Temple that is going to be 

erected in the United States will be 
an important and magnificent one," 
quoted Mr. Haney from 'Abdu'I-BahO.. 
"Its influence and reaction upon the 
Cause MIl be tremendous and the 
impetus it shall give to the move
ment irresistible." 

"The founding of the Ma ... hriqu'l. 
Ag.bkar will mark the inception of the 
Kingdom of God on earth." 

References of great meaning may 
be fOlmd in: "Star of the West U

, 

Vol. VI, No.7, July 13, 1915; Vol. 
VI, No. 17, Jan. 19, 1916. 

The Baha'i World 
The Baha'i world came into focus 

for the convention with the pres
ence of Robert Imagire with his 
busy tape recorder in front of the 
speaker's platform. He is here for 
one month from pioneering in Japan, 
bearer of loving gifts from Japanese 
Baha'is, including a package of paper 
money equal to the wages of a Japa
nese workman for one month for the 
Temple. On Sunday he played for 
us a recording 'of a fireside meeting 
in Japan. Three European communi
ties have also sent Temple contri
butions with their love. 

And there were greetings and the 
best of wishes exchanged with two 
Canadian believers, John Robarts, 
chairman of the NSA, and Bert 
Weaver, on their way to the nation
al convention in Wirmepeg. "We 
have held our 16 Assemblies and 
added Caigary," Mr. Robarts said. 
"We are on the march in the cer
tain knowledge God will assist those 
who arise to serve His Cause." 

Jose Monge, delegate from Puerto 
Rico; Miss Agnes Alexander and 
First Lt. John B. Cornell, D.C., dele
gates from Hawaii; Etty Graefie, 
back from her work at the Baha'i 
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International Bureau, Geneva; Mrs. 
Jermie Anderson, returned from 
"heavenly" experience pioneering in 
Sweden; Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh, 
our "ambassador at large". with her 
screen pictures of the May t 1948 Hu
man Rights Conference at Geneva 
in which three Baha'is participated 
. . . her thrilling stories of official 
contacts of the Baha'i United Na
tions committee with United Nations 
meetings and personnel; Dr. Robert 
Gulick, delegate from northern Cali
fornia, pilgrim to fran in 1947, bear
er of the Persian cannon ball to the 
1949 convention; the historical re
ports of the European Teaching and 
the Inter-America committees (Miss 
Edna True and Edwin Mattoon, 
chairmen), both of which can be 
read in Bah(Fi News as brilliant 
preludes to the victories clearly fore
seen by the Guardian; and screen 
pictures of the recent Latin Ameri
can conference at Guatemala shown 
by traveling NSA representative, 
Dorothy Baker ... these pointed up 
our expanding world affairs. 

Notes by Keynoters 
Success of the second Seven Year 

Plan depends upon Hspiritual pre~ 

r~quisites". Let us apply the guid
ance and admonitions of the Guard· 
ian in The Advent of Divine Justice 
to this, our greater crusade (see 
p. 16 about a "binding material~ 
ism"!) (Mrs. Amelia Collins) 

HIn six and on~ha]f years the Babi 
martyrs gave a new meaning to the 
farewell words of the Bab. They lived 
them 1 The attributes of self.sacrifice, 
justice and fairness, devotion, joy 
in service, a spirit that no calamity 
can quench and above all, fearless~ 
ness. . . these qualities they renewed 
for us. What new meaning are we 
gomg to give the Guardian's recent 
words?" (Mrs. Bahiyyih Randall 
Ford). 

"Money and finances are connec
ted with spiritual grmvth ... Our Tem
ple is dependent upon the institu
tion of the National Fund. . . The 
Guardian has never mentioned the 
token gift. He has asked us to be 
generous. Take the first step. Rely 
on the tmJ'ailing bounty of the 
Source." (Mrs. Mamie Seto) 

"The crisis in the Temple fund 
reveals a weakness that has existed 
for some time. We have a Message 
to tell. The hour is ripe for proclam~ 
ation to the masses. But we get 
discouraged ... Form the -habit. .. 
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make an occasion of giving the Mes~ 
sage." (Winston Evans) 

"The Revelation of Baha'u'llah is 
the Source of power. The Guardian 
(as appointed by the Will and Testa
ment of 'Abdu'l-Baha) is to guide 
us in the erection of the new World 
Order and the new world civiliza
tion. '1 (:Miss Charlotte Linfoot) 

(Further notes: So many valuable 
suggestions, so many believers busy 
and aflame! We wish we had more 
space, for these things have to do 
with the lirst goal. And there is the 
matter of consultation principles and 
techniques keynoted by Miss Elsie 
Austin and Kenneth Christian.) 

Ridvan Feast 
Four supremely talented speakers 

proclaimed the Message of Baru.
'u'llah to the public on two occasions 
during convention. No sentence re~ 
views can give to you the sublime 
emotion of the Ri<;lvan night when 
Carl Scheffler, Mrs. Marzieh Gail an 
William Sears served as voices for 
the story of the Temple, the story 
of the RiQ-v{m, and the significant 
picturing of the life of Baha'u'IIa.h 
OD earth. Even the fragrance of our 
few dozen convention roses faded 
before the ethereal beauty of the 
spirit wafted to all that night. 

At the Bahit'i Congress Mrs. 
Charles Reed Bishop challenged a 
fine audience: "Seize what is given 
and what will end spiritual poverty
the Cause of Baha'u'llilh. If the 
world does not change there is no 
nleans of unification. Man can only 
solve his problems by meeting God, 
by being born again into the spiritual 
life." 

EledioDs 
In an atmosphere of pr ayer and 

dedication to a great duty 125 dele
gates (44 more by mail) on Friday 
evening voted for members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, con
scious they were laying foundations 
for the chief pillar of the Internation
al House of Justice. 

The first balloting of the conven~ 
tion had been for permanent conven
tion officers: Dorothy Baker, chair
man, and Horace Holley, secretary. 

Expressions of gratitude to all 
faithful administrative servants, in~ 

eluding convention committees, were 
spontaneous and official. 

Recommendations 
Originating from delegates on the 

floor and in the four successful work
shop periods \vere recommendations 

to the NSA, including a statement 
to be presented to the United Nations: 

"The Baha'is of the United States 
assembled at the Forty~First Annual 
Convention recognize and acclaim, 
in the adoption by the United Na
tions of a Declaration of Human 
Rights, the goal of human brother
hood and world order advocated by 
the Baha'i teachings for more than 
eighty years." 

Exemplifying "sacrifice" by inten
tion many Baha'i youth stayed home: 
36 registered at the Youth booth, 
eight of these-younger than 15 years, 
12 older. But they did a mighty work 
in recommending improvements in 
regional circuit organization so their 
teaching may proceed without sum· 
mer schools. Watch their bulletin for 
their ways to sacrifice r (Total dele
gates and Baha'i visitors registered 
about 750.) 

Prospect 
As I left Foundation Hall late on 

SWlday afternoon, passing the glor. 
ious painting of 'Abdu'l-Baha by Ivan
ow ski , I was one of many whose 
hands clasped the Guardian's second 
Message, which we had read to
gEther that day, and whose mind 
could for the moment see no lesser 
realities. Transfiguring in its com
pelling power and illumination, this 
Message climaxed the convention. 
It lifted us out of ourselves to that 
station of clear understanding, high 
resolve and sense of united endeavor 
which we had sought through the 
days, preparing us to make an 
U6utpouring of treasure H worthy of 
the House of Worship, the trimphant 
achievement of all our goals. . . 
and the attainment of that self-ab
negation which is the sign of spiritual 
victory. 

? 
• 

Can you name the cities of 
Europe and America visited by 
'Abdu'l-Bahti, 1911-1913? 

See BaM'; World 
Vol. I. p. 130. 

What did Helen Keller say 
about the Baha'i Teachings? 

See Baha'i World 
Vol. IX, p. 58l. 

What National Spiritual As~ 
sembly donated funds to assist 
Turkish earthquake victims? 

See BaM'; World 
Vol. VIII, p. 182. 



Committees Develop in Latin America 
Two years from this Rig.van our izing a Reviewing and Publishing 

Baha'i brothers to the South will Committee for their Territory, while 
erect two new pillars of the Univer- the Bulletin Committee is being left 
sal House of Justice by establishing in El Salvador. 
a National Spiritual Assembly of Concurrently with the appointment 
South America and another for Cen- of new National Teaching Commit
tral America, Mexico and the tees t the Inter-America Committee 
Antilles, in accordance with the plan is giving them broader powers: 
outlined by our Guardian in the 1. Complete charge over the Con
ChaUenging Requirements of the gress and School progr~ms. without 
Present HOOT. the need to submit them to the 

This near, supreme objective has 
inspired the Inter-America Commit
tee to steadily place more and more 
administrative as well as teaching 
responsibility in the hands of the 
native believers, in order that they 
might be trained for the responsi· 
bilities which they will have to 
assume when they are completely 
independent. Accordingly, in the last 
year or two the following committees 
were set up, with all or nearly all 
Latin personnel: National (Territor
ial) Teaching Committees, Publish
ing and Distributing Committees, 
Bulletin Committees, and Radio 
Committee. 

With the new administrative year, 
it has been thought wise to shift 
these committees as much as pos· 
sible to other countries in order that 
more people might be trained. 
Therefore, the National Teaching 
Committee of South America is 
being moved from Santiago, Chile, 
out of the hands of the capable and 
devoted believers who accompltshed 
its wonderful development in its first 
year, to Lima, Peru. Miss Eve Nick~ 
lin is leaving her post in Punta 
Arenas, at the tip of Chile, soon after 
the reelection of that Assembly to 
:fly to Lima, where she will act as 
counsellor to the new Committee. 
En route, she will stop a few days in 
Santiago to confer with the old Com
mittee. 

The Spanish Publishing Commit
tee, with its ever-growing responsi~ 
bilities and work~load, is being left 
ill Santiago, as well as the South 
American Bulletin Committee and 
the Radio Committee. 

In the Mid-America area, national 
committees are being scattered 
according to a 3-Way Plan. The 
National Teaching Committee is 
being moved. from Mexico to Pan· 
am a? and the Mexican CommlUlity 
which so brilliantly launched it is 
being given the challenge of organ-

Inter·America Committee for prior 
approval. 

2. Complete charge of all funds 
appropriated for the Congress and 
School. 

3. Encouragement to maintain 
crose correspondence ~th Local 
Assemblies and Groups, as well as 
with the Regional Teaching Commit
tees. (Complete control over RTes 
has already been granted to them.) 

The Bulletin Committees of each 
Tprritory are authorized to publish 
bi·monthly issues hereafter, instead 
of quarterly, as heretofore. 

The Publishing Committees hope 
to steadily, and at an accelerated 
rate, increase the number of Baha'i 
books available in Spanish and Por
tuguese. 

The Regional Teaching Committee 
of Jamaica has been responsible for 
the second Assembly on their Island, 
with the election last April of an 
Assembly in Spanish Town; and in 
Argentina, Sr. and 8ra. Torma have 
established the third Assembly of 
that country. 

In Honduras, Srta. Maria Fran
cisca Rivera, of Tegucigalpa, de
voted a month of her vacation to 
deepening in the Teaching's the 
Bahil'i Communities of San Pedro 
Sula and Taulabe. While in Bolivia, 
Sra. Yvonne de Cuellar, of LaPaz, 
also devoted a month to instructing 
further the communities of Sucre. 
Besides, she was able to give the 
Message at the University there, 
which was _ very well received. and 
presented ten Baha'i programs over 
the local radio. Sra. Cuellar enthus
iastically describes the zeal shown 
by one of that Community, Sr. 
Miguel Diaz, who ha 5 interested 
many of his friends in the Faith and 
assisted her in every way. 

To replace Eve Nicklin in Punta 
Arenas, the world's southermost city 
to which the Guardian has given 
such great importance, the National 
Teaching Committee of South 
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America has chosen Sr. Tony Filion, 
first Baha'; of Chile. He expects to 
arrive in PWlta Arenas in J1IDe. 
-INTER-AMERICA TEACHING CoMMrl"l'IZ 

The Home Front 
Baha '. Speaker Scores 
At Unitarian Forum 

Mrs. Mildred R. Mottahedeh, 
accredited representative of the 
Baha'; International Community to 
the United Nations, recently gave 
the history and principles of the 
Baha'i Faith during a forum lecture 
sponsored by the Unitarian Cburch 
of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

The forum, which opened at teo 
o'clock Sunday morning on May 
15th, was attended by an enthusias
tic audience of over 100 persons. 
After Mrs. Mottahedeh's presenta
tion, many intelligent questions were 
asked by the regular Unitarian con-

. gregation and other Lancasterians 
present. 

Eager to learn more about Baha
'u'llilh and the Baha'; Faith, the Lan
caster Unitarians were reminded 
that God has spoken through many 
Mouthpieces by the following per~ 

manent inscription engraved on the 
left side of the pulpit of the Uni
tarian Church at Lancaster, Pa.: 

"Great Founders and Teachers of 
Ethics and Religion: Moses, Zoro
aster, Buddha, Confucius, Plato, 
Jesus, Mohammed, Nanak, Baha· 
'u'ilith. God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all of His Holy Prophets 
.since the world began." 

Mrs. Mottahedeh's remarks were 
so warmly received. by the congre
gation of Dr. Swanson's Lancaster 
church that he has invited her to 
address a large and varied audience 
soon at another Unitarian Church 
which he services at Reading, Fa. 

Great Falls, Mont. 
With the recent addition of a new 

member, this group numbers 7, and 
their enthusiasm is reflected in this 
excerpt from their report: '~The 

Feast, Tuesday evening, was our 
first with SEVEN present and what 
a thrill it is to welcome new believ
ers to their first Feast." The com~ 
munity had the tmique experience of 
being invited to conduct the vesper 
service at the local student nurses' 
home one Stmday evening. Their re
port states: "We don't know yet 
whether we created any interest ... 
but at least . . . it was' a little dif· 
ferent service than most of them 
have been." 
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Miss Beatrice Irwin~ holding the Greatest Name, with the Assembly at Tunis, 
N ortb Africa. two members absent due to illness. 

Around the Baha'i World 
INDIA, PAKISTAN & BURMA 

(From the Bahd'i News Letter) 
A believer in Bombay who manu

factures school exercise books ha s 
offered to devote the book covers 
of those books to publicity on the 
Cause. This will .permit thousands 
of students to read the Baha'i Prin
ciples. 

"Just as through the compound 
of two different metals, an alloy, dif
ferent from, and superior to, either 
of the component parts, is ·formedt 

so ultimately through the blending 
and fusion of the different human 
races will a new race of men come 
in to being I infmi tely superior to any 
of the diverse elements from which 
it sprang. 

"The NSA feels that in India par
ticularly the opportunity is great, 
and should be availed of by the 
Baha'is, to realize and display the in
ternational character of our Faith 
through more intermarriages be
tween the various members of the 
Baha'i commWlity in this land." 

"Our National Hazira has not been 
requisitioned yet; our efforts to re
cover our Sagzimandi quarters from 
the hands of its illegal occupants 
have borne no fruit so far; our claim 
for compensation of the loss of our 
property, assessed at Rs. 39, 561, dur-

ing the Delhi riots has been turned 
down by the authorities; our appeal 
to Government for a reconsideration 
of the .inequitable rent determined 
for our National Hazira and the al
ternative accommodation allotted us 
has been unheeded up till now. 

"The NSA is embodying these 
grievances in an appeal which it is 
addressing to our Prime Minister, 
Pandit Jawoharlal Nehdu, for re
dress. 

"We await, with eagerness, the re
ply of the highest authority in 
the land which, we are confident 
,,,,ill be given with a sympathetic 
consideration of our rights and in
terests. 

"The Governments of India~ Pa
kistan and Burma are being ap
proached for official recognition of 
the Baha'i community .at the next 
census that will be taken in these 
three countries." 

Also in India the problem of se
curing land from the authorities for 
a burial grolUld is an important one. 
All centers are asked to take this 
important step. 

Active work continues in pioneer
ing, youth work, publicity, and teach
ing 01 the Faith. in spite of difficul
ties of means and generally tmset
tled conditions. 

HUNGARY 
(Geneva News Bulletin) 

Mrs. Renee Szante writes: " 
I hope and pray that we shall be 
successful in our endeavors. Please 
help us with your prayers. Please 
insert a note in the Baha~i News 
expressing our warmest thanks to 
all the kind friends and asking them 
to remember us again, and if pos
sible send warm clothing and strong 
walking shoes with low heels. Any 
old sheet or pillow slip, even in very 
bad condition, would be most wel-
come here. H 

Programmer's Corner 
HThe purpose underlying the 

revelation of every heavenly Book. 
nay of every divinely revealed 
verse, is to endue aU men with 
righteousness and understanding, 
so that peace and tranquility may 
be firmly established amongst 
them. Whatsoever instilleth assur
ance into the hearts of men. what
soever exalteth their station or 
promoteth their contentment, is 
acceptable in the sight of God." 

_B~·U'LLA.u 

Hints for Action: 
1. Are you a Pen Pan 

Why not send at least five letters 
a month to your chosen friends 
throughout the country, sharing 
with them your new found joy-the 
knQwledge of the Baha'i World 
Faith? Enclose a pamphlet such 
as Two Roads We Face, He Has 
Come To The Nations or Faith. For 
Freedo,m. 

If you send a different pamphlet 
with each successive letter, the' 
initial interest may increase until 
you are asked, "How does one 
contact a Baha'i Study Class in 
his own home town?" 

2. If you are a member of some 
Alumni group, or P.T.A., or fra
ternity, why not use that list of 
members? Send them a letter an
nouncing briefly: HMy diSCOVery 
of the year-The Bahil·i World 
Faith." 

This is one way to teach while 
still at home. By sending Question
naire cards to your list of club 
members, you may have planted 
seeds all over your area! 

-NATIONAL PROGRAMMING 

COMMrrrEE 



The Baha'i World, Vol. V 
Vol. V. records the international 

activities of the Faith from 1932 to 
1934, the years 89 and 90 of the 
Baha'i Era. It contains 711 num
bered pages, an insert Genealogy of 
Baha'u'lHth, and an lnsert map of 
the Baha'i World Community. 

Frontispiece one is a reproduction 
of a photograph of Bahiyyih Khitnum, 
The Most Exalted Leaf, Daughter of 
Baha'u'lLah; frontispiece two is a 
ff'production of the Memorial mark
ing the resting-place of the Most 
Exalted Leaf; frontispiece three 
reproduces a photograph of Her Maj
esty, Dowager Queen Marie of 
Rumania; frontispiece four repro· 
duces the handwritten Appreciation 
by the Queen: "The Baha'i teaching 
brings peace to the soul and hope to 
the heart. To those in search of 
assurance the words of the Father 
are as a fountain in the desert after 
long wandering." The volume con
tains 190 photographs and documents 
listed as Illustrations. 

This volume continues the division 
into four main parts which has 
become characteristic of this bien
nial record. In commemoration of 
the passing of the Most .ExaltedLeaf 
we find the Guardian's cablegram 
0; July 15, 1932, Tablets Revealed in 
Honor of the Greatest Holy Leaf, 
passages from Tablets of BahS.'
'u'lian, passages from Tablets of 
'Abdu'l-Baha, the Tribute written by 
the Guardian, Marjory Morten's 
essay, excerpts from the Diary of 
Keith Ransom-Kehler, and a poem 
by Willard P. Hatch. The believer 
becomes conscious not only .of the 
Greatest Holy Leaf as an exalted 
person, but as member of a Holy 
Family. 

Part Four presents a number of 
selected essays and statements by 
Baha'is and non-Baha'is. Of para
D10unt importance is the Guardian's 
statement on the Administrative 
Order in the Dispensation of Baha
'u'llah. 

The photographs continue to sup
ply their unique mission of providing 
a Baha'i exhibit in which the believer 
can behold scenes and objects 
sacred to the lives of the Founders 
of the Faith, the development of the 
B::ma'i World Center, and glimpses 
of the lar-flung Baha'i community. 
Thus, we see the Signets used by 
Baha 'u'llah. His Marriage Certi-

f'icate, the Shrine of the Imam J:1us
ayn where the Bab often prayed, 
8r.d an Egyptian Baha'i teacher v.;ith 
Abyssinian translator of Dr. Essle
mont's book. 

The successive volumes of The 
Baha'j 'N~orld mark the imprint of 
the ,"Vord of God upon human society 
in our day. The more we ponder 
their contents, the more we can 
serve the wUversal aims of religion 
and preserve them from the pres
sures of provincialism. 

Copies of Vol. V can be obtained 
from the Publishing Committee at 
$2.50 per copy. 

Enrollments 
EnroUments reported by 
Loca1 Spiritual Assemblies: 

Fresno, Calif., 2; Champaign, Ill., 1; 
Burbank, Calif., 1; Boise, Idaho, 1; Syra
cuse, N.Y., 2; Augusta, Ga., 4; CoJorado 
Springs, Colo., 1; Inglewood, Calii., 3; 
Bergenfield, N.J., 1; Los Angeles, CaBf., 
1; Seattle, Wash., 1; Glendale Twp., 
Calif., 3; San Bernardino, Calif., 3; 
Binghamton, N.Y., 4; Battlecreer'i:, Mich., 
2; Hartford, COllll., 2; New HaVen, Conn., 
1; Boise (Ada Co.) Idaho, 1; Springfiejd, 
Mass., 1; Penn Yan, N.Y., J; South 
Bend., Ind., 1; Marysville, Wash., 1; 
Lima, Ohio, 1; Duluth, Minn" 2; Dallas, 
Texas 1; Whitefish Bay, Wis., 1; Roche s~ 
ter, N.Y., 1; Evanston, Ill., 1; Wi!Ul~t~ 
ka, 111.,1; Greensboro, N. C., 1; Al€xan
dria. Va., 2; E. Cleveland, Ohio, ;}; An
chorage, Alaska, 2; YOUTH 5. 
Enrollments reported by 
Regiona1 Teaching Committees: 

NORTHEASTERN STATES 
New Jersey 3 and 1 youth 
E. N. Y., COllll. 2 
Pa, 1 
West. N. Y. 1 

SOUTHERN STATES 
Ky., Tenn. 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
Ind., 1 
Mich., 1 
Ill., Iowa, 2 and 1 youth 
Wis., Minn., No. and So. Dakota, 2 

WESTERN STATES 
Ore., 4 

Calendar 
FEASTS: 

June S-Nur-Light 
June 24-Ra!)mat-Mercy 

NSA MEETING: 
June 17, 18, 19 

In Memoriam 
Mr. C. D. Finn, San Francisco, Calif. 

4-19-49 
Mrs. Della M. Frye, Cleveland, Ohio, 

&-9-49 
Mr. GeQrge McCraw, Montara, Calif., 

11-2-48 
(correction in date of passing) 

II 

Public Relations 
This year the work of Baha'i Pub

lic Relations enters a new phase. 
Its effort .... "~ill for the most part be 
concentrated on the development of 
interest in and appreciation of the 
Faith among powerful non-Baha'i 
organizations '''lhich maintain na
tional programs of sotuld and con
structive social value, and among 
key persons and leaders throughout 
the country. 

The committee schedule approved 
by the National Assembly to accom
plish this purpose includes mail
ings each month to a carefully 
selected list. As far as possible the 
list of organizations and persons will 
concentrate on cities and towns hav
ing Baha'i communities. 

The significance of such contact 
lies in the fact that Baha'; Public 
Relations can establish lines of com
munication into areas beyond the 
present contact and influence of the 
local commWlity. These areas of 
public importance lie a few years 
ahead of the normal evolution of the 
Baha'i community. By cultivating 
these areas now, from a national 
Baha'i center, the future growth of 
the local community is stimulated. 

The committee is compiling its 
lists from all available sources: 
names supplied by local Assemblies 
in recent years; reference books and 
other official sources 'of information. 
Assemblies can help greatly by send
ing in names and addresses repre
sentative of the public leadership of 
their oV!-'11 city, giving in each case 
the position which the individual 
holds. For example, include news
paper editors, librarians, school 
principals, liberal clergymen, race 
leaders, heads of civic organizations, 
leaders of bodies working for world 
government, human rights, etc. 

'Wha t this amounts to is an effort 
to make a survey of the country ~ on 
a small scale at first, in order to 
extend the range of our Baha'i 
influence beyond the existing local 
limitations. 

The committee will in addition 
continue to prepare and distribute 
press releases, advise Assemblies on 
publicity and advertising matters. on 
request; and distribute and sell pub
lic relations material to the_ Baha'i 
commWlity. 

Address: Baha', Public Relations, 
112 Linden Ave., Wilmette, ill. 
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Publishing Announcement 
The following books have been 

selected for special study this year 
in connection with the National 
Teaching Plan announced by the 
National Spiritual Assembly. They 
are books which each believer, 
therefore, should try and pos sess. 

1. The Advent 01 Divine Justice~ 
by Shoghi Effendi. Bound in fabri
koid, $0.75. Paper cover, $0.50. 

2. Foundations of World Unity, 
selected addresses of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
from Promulgation of Universal 
Peace and other works. (Promulga
tion of Universal Peace is tempor
arily out of print) 178 pages. Bound 
i..'l paper. $1.00. 

3. Will am! Testament of 'Abdu'!
Baha. The pamphlet edition contain
ing the complete text is not handled 
by the Publishing Committee. A 
copy is -given free to eaCh new 
believer by the National Spiritual 
Assembly. 

4. The World Order of Baha'u'lltih, 
bv Shoghi Effendi. This book 
r~prints the succession of letters 
written by the Guardian which relate 
the Bah,,'i community to the unfold
ment of a world civilization in the 
period of the Most Great Peace. One 
letter. The Dispensation of Baha
'u'll3h, defines the stations and mis
sions of the B.ah, Bahit'u'llah, 
'Abdu-l-Baha and the Guardian, and 
expounds the nature of the House of 
Justice. ·226 pages. Bound in fabri
koid. $1.50. 

5. Divine Art oj Living, compiled 
by Mabel Hyde Paine. Selected pas
sages from Baha'u'llilh and 'Abdu'l
Baha, aranged in chapters: Trust 
in God, Entrance Into the Kingdom, 
Prayer and Meditation, etc. 132 
pages. Bound in fabrikoid. $1.25 

Send orders to Baha'i PubliShing 
Committee, 110 Linden Avenue, Wil
mette, Ill. 

Baha'i Addresses 
National Office: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette. 
Dlinois. 

Treasurer's Office; 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Make Checks Paya.ble to: 
"Naiional BaIui'i Treasarer"" 

BahA'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Dlinois. 

Ba.hA~i News Editorial Office: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 
Lansing, Mieb. 

JUNE, 1949 

Suggested Daily Reading 

for Jnly, 1949 
o Thou Who are sanctified from 

any created likeness, the Single, 
and the Onc. help us to ery amid 
Thy servants in a loud voice: 
• 'Verily, He is the one, the peer
less; the eternal. the Almighty, 
the pr€cious, the wiser" 
July 
1949 

1 "Arise to aid Thy LOl·d·'-Gl. 
296 

2 P,U.P. Vol. T. Ch V. pp. 155, 
156, 157 

3 Rev. 21-10 to 17 explained
T.A.B. Vol. I, pp. 92, 93, 94 

4 TAB. Vol. I, page 45 
5 Conduct of Baha'is-T.A.B. Vol. 

I, pp. 41, 42 
6 In Amity and Concord-

B.W.F. 137, 138 
7 • 'Observe equity in your judge

ment"-Gl. 204 
8 Hardships-T.A.B., Vol I, page 

38-Vol. III 547, 548 
9- Martyrdom of the Bt.b-G.P.B. 

Ch. IV, 49 to 54-"Holy Day." 
10 Prayer before meals and after 

-T.A.B. Vol. I, page 167, 168 
11 Love-TAB. Vol. III, 525, 526 
12 "Unless one love God"

-B.W.F .• 135, 136 
13 Feast of Words-Tablet of 

BaM'u'll~h--C.H. 232 
14 "Women"-T.A.B. Vol. I, p. 90. 
15 "Consort with all men"-Gl. 

289 
16 "Mankind is in danger"

B.W.F .. 215, 216, 217 
17 "0 friends of God"-T.A.B.

Vol. I p. 5 
IS "Baptism':-T.A.B. Vol. I, 

page 149. 150 
19 The soul's power-B.W.F .• j20, 

121 
20 "The Community of the Great

est Name"-B.W.F., 400, 401 
21 Chosen Highway-206, 207, 20S 
22 "Good Deeds"-T.A:B. Vol. III 

549 
23 P.D.P. Vol. II, pp. 233. 234 
24 "The results of violation"

B.W.F.119 
25 Freedom-C.H .. 166 
26 "Ye are the angels"-B.W.F. 

360 
27 GL Ch. LXXI. p. 137. 138. 139 
28 Gl Ch. LXII, p. 139. 140 
29 Gl, Ch. LXI, p. 118., 119 
30 Munirih Khanum-C.H. 7'2., 73, 

74, ''The Holy Mother. ,. 
31 Pedection is endless-B.W.F. 

328 to 330-
Key: 
Gl.-GIeaDiDgs 
P. U .P-Promulga.tion of Vniversa I 

P"""e 
T.A.B.-Tablets of ~Abdu'l-Baha. 
G.P.B-God Passes By 
B.W.F.-Bah&'j World Faith 
C.H.-cb.osen Highway 

Marriages 
J\fiss Monaver Bechtold of New 

York City and 1fT. Bruce Von der 
Heydt of Palmerton, Pa. Oct. 25, 
1948. 

Baha.'i News is published by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of "the 

Baha'is of the United States as the 
officIal news~letter of the Bah8. "i 
Community. 

Edited for the N atioDaJ. Spiritual 
Assembly by Ba.ha"i News Editor
ial Conunittee: Mrs. Roberta 
Christian,. chairman, Mr. Richard 
Nolen .. Mr. Gordon A.. Fraser~ 

Editorial office: Mrs. Roberia 
Christian, 1001 Wesl Genesee SI .. 
Lansing, Mich. 

Please report changes of address 
and other maHers perta.in.iDrg to 
distribution to the Bah&'i Na:Cional 
Offroe. 536 Sheridan Road~ wn
mette~ DliDois. 
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"Welcome Initial Victory" 

Cable from the Guardian 

Greatly welcome, much impressed 
(by) remarkable feat (of) initial vic
tory collectivelY achieved (by) self
sacrificing efforts (of) invjncible~ far
visioned, fon:vard-marcrung Ameri
can BaM'i community. Ultimate 
victory noW in sight bidding fair 
bring present emergency period (to) 
triumphant conclusion, seal fate 
second Seven Year Plan and open 
prospect (of) glorious inauguration 
(at) appointed time (of) third collec
tive Plan designed terminate initial 
chapter (in) story (of) mysterious 
unfoldment (of) Divine Plan. Re
joice particularly (at) formulation 
(of) teacbing plans so vitally linked 
(with) immediate destiny (of) Tem
p~e enterprise. Owing relaxation 
pressure occasioned (by) critical 
situation ad vise direct special atten
tion invigorate activities conducted 
Latin America (and) European con
tinent. Need for voluntary, self
supporting. wholly-dedicated pion
eers calculated (to) supplement 
newly launched undertakings (in) 
both fields (is) still pressing acquir
ing greater urgency owing approach
ing emergence (of) Latin American 
National Assemblies and necessity 
consolidate swiftly newly-formed lo
cal Assemblies (in) ten European 
goal countries. Heart uplifted (at) 
contemplation mighty range (of) 
accomplishments embracing so vast 
field (in) both hemispheres. Prayers 
continually ascending Abha throne 
both in thanksgiving (for) marvel
ous bounties already vouchsafed and 
(in) supplication (for) renewal (of) 
strength (for) attainment future 
goals. 

(signed) SHOGHI 

ltecei v~ _June 29, 1949. 

NEWS 
YEAR 106 BAHA'I ERA. 

MEETING THE CRISIS 
"Study the Word" 

Personal action in teachi~g Here are the questions: 
means two things: Study the 1. What difficulties do the 
Word and TeH the Story, Study American believers face? 
of the Word increases our 2. What are some of the 
knowledge and builds up our achievements of the American 
spiritual strength. Telling the believers? 
Story of the Faith to others 3. What future tasKs face the 
gives our knowledge an outlet believers? And what are the 
and brings the confirmations of stages in the growth of the 
Baha'u'llah. Faith? 

For each two-month period 4. Why was Iran (Persia) the 
this year, a specific Baha'i book birthplace of the Faith? And 
is being suggested for careful, why is America "the cradle of 
personal study. For,July and the World Order of BaM.
August we suggest study of The 'u'IHLh"? 
Advent of Divine Justice. 5.' What are the 3 spiritual re-

The Advent is that great letter quisites essential for the suc
from the Guardian written in cess of the Faith in America? 
1938. The Guardian reviews the 6. What are the implications 
services of the AInerican be- of "an abiding sense of undevi
lievers and points to future ating justice"? 
tasks. The purpose of Divine 7. What are the personal 
Revelation is to transform hu- standards of Baha'i conduct? 
man character. The success of 8. How should Babit. 'is face 
Baha'i teaching plans depends Hthe most challenging issue" in 
upon three spiritual essentials. bmerican lile? 
Every individual faces constant, '" 9. How should Baha'is dem
daily opportunities to teach the onstrate freedom from racial 
Faith. Establishing the Faith prejudice? 
beyond America depends upon 10. What effect will attacks 
dedicated pioneers. The ulti- upon the Faith have? 
mate goal is the establishment 11. How great are the con-
of the Kingdom of God. firmations to those who teach? 

Begin your personal study of 12. What does the Guardian 
The Advent of Divine Justice. say about Bahit?i study? 
We suggest: 1. Read carefully 13. What practical sugges
one section at a time. 2. Under- tions does the Guardian give for 
line major ideas. 3. Take notes personal, everyday teaching? 
or outline to get the main 14. What are the divine prom-
themes developed by the Guar- ises to those who pioneer? 
dian. 15. What advice is given to 

When you have finished your the pioneers? 
study of the book, check your 16. What is the challenge to 
knowledge by answerin g the BaM' i youth? 
follOwing questions. (Why not 17. What are the subjects of 
write brief answers to each the compilation of quotations 
question?) Then check these from BahA'u'll.ilh? 
questions with the book itself so 18. What is the destiny of 
ilia t in July and Augu st you America? 
may let the spirit of The Advent -NA1IDNAL PROOIlAMMINC 
enter your mind and heart. CoMMlT'l"EE 
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A Mighty Demonstration of Faith 
Aconvmcing demonstration of faith and service has been made by believers of the 

American Baha'i Community. The NSA are happy and grateful to report that immediate 
responses to the Temple Plan have assured the on schedule performance of work planned 
for the summer and fall. 

Score to Date-June 30, 1949 
on Response to the Temple Fund 

Estimated 
Group Number for 2 years 

$400 137 ............................. $109,600.00 
$100 458 ............................. $ 91,600.00 
$ 25 446 ..... ........... . .......... $ 22,300.00 
*Special 732 ............................. $186,704.15 

Totals 1773 ....... '., '" .. , ............. $410,204.15 
Received against above resolves ............ $155,962.98 

*All resolves not falling in other three categories. 

There is a story behind this demonstration! It is one of increasing awareness on the part 
of the friends that this is the last unique opportunity to be one of the Builders of the Holiest 
House of Worship in the Baha'i Dispensation. 

The payments ahead will soon be upon us. The work must go forward. Let us recall with 
eager, devoted hearts our beloved Guardian's words: 

" ... Nor can this campaign yield its richest fruit unless and until the community, in its 
entirety, participates in this nation-wide sacrificial effort. Nor can this collective effort be 
blessed, to the fullest extent pOSSible, unless the contributions made by its members involve 
acts of self-abnegation, not only on the part of those of modest means, but also by those 
endowed with substantial resources. Nor, Indeed, can these self-denying acts, by both rich 
and poor, be productive of the fullest possible benefit unless this sacrificial effort is neither 
momentary nor haphazard, but rather systematic and continuous throughout the period of the 
present emergency." .r -NATIONAL SPl1\ITUAL ASSEMBLY 

? • 
Who chose the design for the 

Temple at Wilmette? 
See Baha'i WOTld Vol. IX, p. 4!17 

To what early pilgrim did the 
Ma ster say: ". . . the more they 
(the believers) are united, the 
more they will receive God:' s 
confirm a tion.' ~? 
See Baha'i WOTld Vol. IX, p. 805 

Have you ever seen a photo
graph of the letter to Shoghi 
Effendi from Queen Marie of 
Rumania? 
See Balun WOTld VO!. VITI, p. 
vii 

:::.ic: 
Notice: Local Treasurers 

The National Treasurer's office 
has requested that the following be 
called to your attention: 

Please distinguish between the 
contributions which are sent in be
half of your AssemblY and your 
own personal contributions to the 
Special Fund. 

Also, if Assembly contributions are 
to be reported in Baha'i News 
for a particular month, they must be 
in the Treasurer's hands on or before 
the last day of the month. In other 
words, a contribution for July should 
be received in the National Trea
surer's office before the end of July 
and not in August; neither should 

one lump sum be sent covering three 
or four preceding months. Reports 
are made up each month, covering 
funds actually received during that 
period. 

Bab.i.'i Addresses 
National Office: 

536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Treasurerts Office: 
112 Linden Avenue~ Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Make Checlts Payable to: 
National Bahi.'i FaDd 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, 
DlinoiS. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 
Lansing. Mich. 



How Many Baha'is? 
Beloved friends: 

Once each year the local Assembly 
checks over its list of Baha'is, to 
assure an accurate voting list for the 
annual election on April 21st. Each 
year also, the National Assembly 
prepares lists of Baha'is, state by 
state, for the State Conventions held 
in February. 

Take your local list of names. You 
can count them up and say the total 
number of Baha'is in this city is 9, 
o~ 19, or 171. 

But the numerical evaluation is 
misleading. Of the 19 or 171 BaM'is 
how many are active; how many are 
ardent; how many support whatever 
program is adopted; how many love 
the teachings and study them; how 
many keep up with the affairs of the 
Faith throughout this country and in 
other parts of the world; how many 
can realize just what matters are of 
urgent and of general importance, 
and do not lose themselves in some 
little jungle of personal complaint or 
transitory local dispute between per
sonalities? How many have time 
and strength to serve? How many 
are trained to serve? How many are 
mature enough to serve and not ex
pect the whole Community to serve 
them? 

What are local Assemblies doing to 
awaken the dormant, provide useful 
activity for the eager, training for 
the inexperienced? How are these 
lists of declared Baha'is coming to 
fulltilment in terms of a-ctive believ
ers? H a believer seems dormant, 
is this because the vital fire has not 
yet been kindled in his soul, or does 
this condition represent withdrawal 
on account of hurt feelings, or does 
it mean that the individual believer 
finds the Assembly work and the 
work of committees going on so en
ergetically that he finds nothing to 
do? 

The time has come for every com
munity and every group to scrutinize 
itself, measure itself, understand it
self, and find ways to overcome its 
O'W'Il weakness and limitation. 

It means nothing to say ueleven 
members" or "ten thousand mem
bers", if the reckoning is by the 
adding machine and not by spiritual 
evaluation. Every member is a 
BaM",,; and a Baha'i is a human 
being to whom God offers in trust the 
powers and resources of His heaven
ly Kingdom. Five Baha'is can by 
unity produce in this world impres-

BAHA'i NEWS 

Commander Giuseppe Bera.J'di. 81 
years old. is the oldest believer in Italy. 
His home is in Florence wiOt his son-in
la.w, Colonel Do-mencio d'Ambrosio, also 
a beUever. 

sive manifestations of that Kingdom. 
The tasks laid upon the American 

Baha'i Community are tests as well 
as sacred opportunities. When the 
spring comes the living tree puts 
forth leaves, the dead tree cannot 
respond. When a sacred duty is laid 
upon the Baha'i Community, they 
respond who live in the Kingdom. 
It is not for us to pronounce any soul 
dead who does not work for the com
mon g()al. What we can and must 
say to ourselves is, what can we do 
to deepen the Baha'i life of the com
munity? How can we heal the sick 
soul? How can we train and develop 
the immature, the irresponsible per
sonality? How can we raise our
selves above the limitations of per
sonali ty, numbers, poverty, family 
obligation, ill health and all the other 
conditions of human existence, and 
help create that spiritual fellowship 
through which alone the Kingdom 
can be demonstrated with all its 
radiance, its vigor, its vision and 
its joy? 

Every Baha'i has two teaching ob· 
ligations. and not one. He must offer 
the cup to every seeker and point the 
way to the Revelation of Baha'u'llah. 
He must likewise so teach and train 
himself that he can actively assist 
in the process of unity among 
BaM'is which the teachings declare 
is the foundation of lUliversal peace. 

Sincerely, 
-NATIONAL SPmITUAL ~y 
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Contributions from Assemblies 
for the Month of May, 1949 
Alaska. - Anchorage. Arizona - North 

Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson. Arka.nsas-
Eureka Springs, Little Rock. California
Alhambra, Berkeley, Beverly H:illi;, Bur
bank, CarmeL El Monte Twp., Escondido 
Twp., Fresno, Glendale, Inglewood, Long 
Beachi Los Angeles, Monrovia, Mon
rovia Twp., Oakland, Oceanside, Pasa
dena, San Bernardino, San Diego, San 
Francisco, Santa Barbara, Santa Mon
ica, South Gate. Colorado - Colorado 
Springs, Denver. CoDoecticui-New Ha
ven, Greenwich. 

Delaware-Wilmington. Dist. of Colum
bia-Washington. Florlda-Jacksonville 
Miami, st. Augustine. GeGrda-AUanta: 
Augusta. Ha.waii-Honolulu. Idaho-Ada 
County. Boise. JIIiDois--Batavia, Cham
paign, Chicago, Danville, Elmhurst, Ev
anston, Maywood, Oak Park, Peoria, 
Phoenix (Harvey), Springfield, Urbana, 
Wilmette, Winnetka. Indiana-Indianapo
lis, Fort Wayne, South Bend. lo-wa-Ce
dar Rapids, Waterloo. Kansa.s-Topeka. 
Louisiana-New Orleans. Maine-Eliot, 
Portl"!-nd. 

MarylaDd-Baltimore. MassachaseUs
Beverly. Boston, Brookline, Springfield, 
Worcester. MichIgan-Ann Arbor, Battle 
Creek" Detroit, Flint, Grand Rapids, 
Grosse Point Farms, Lansing, Muske
gon, Roseville . MInnesota-Duluth, Min· 
neapolis, St. Paul M1ssouri--Independ· 
ence, Kansas City, St. Louis. Montana
Butte. Nebraska.--Macy, Omaha. New 
.Jersey - Bergenfield, Dumont, East 
Orange, Englewood, Jersey City, Red 
Bank, Newark, Ridgewood, Teaneck. 
New Mexico--Albuquerque. New York
Binghamton, Buffalo, Geneva, James· 
town, New York. Syracuse, Penn Yan, 
Yonkers. 

North Carolina-Greensboro. North Da
kota. - Fargo. Ohio - Cincinnati, Cleve· 
land. E. Cleveland, Dayton, Columbu'S, 
Lima, Mansfield, Toledo. Oklahoma-Ok
lahoma City. Oregcm-Portland. Pennsy1-
vaula.-Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Seran. 
ton, West Chester. Rhode IslaDd-Provi
dence. South Carolina-Columbia, Green
ville. Sooth Da.kota-Sioux Falls. Tennes
see-Memphis. Nashville. Texas-Hous· 
ton, San Antonio. Utah-Salt Lake City. 

VennoJrt.--Brattleboro. Virginia.-Alex
andria, Arlington. Wa.shington-Kirkland, 
Marysville, Monroe, Richmond High
lands, Seattle, Tacoma. _West VirginJa
Charleston. WlscODsin--Kenosha, Racine, 
Madison, Milwaukee, Sb.orewood, Som· 
ers Twp., Wauwatosa. Wyoming-Lara
mie. 
Total Number of Assemblies ........ 174 
Assemblies contributing ............. 151 
Assemblies not contributing .......... 23 
Groups contributing ........ . ... 49 
Individual'S contributing ..... 92 

NSA Meetings 
The dates -for NSA meetings for 
July and October have been 
changed as follows: 

JULy 15, 16, 17. 
OCTOBER 28, 29, 30. 
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Baha'is and friends following a lecture by Mrs. Ruth Moffet in the Baha.'i Center 
ef Havana, Cuba, Mar. 9. 1949. 

Latin American News 
With the arrival of Eve Nicklin in 

Lima, Peru, and Natalia Chavez in 
Panama City, about the first of 
June, the two new National Teaching 
Committees are launching upon 
their year's work. In accordance 
with the policy of placing responsi
bili ty more and more in to the hands 
of the Latin American believers 
themselves, only Eve in South 
America and Gayle Woolson in Cen
tral America are North American 
pioneers who are members of these 
committees. 

Eve flew from Punta Arenas on 
May 13, grateful for having seen her 
labors in that' rugged climate re
warded at last by the zeal to serve 
evinced by believers there, and 
arrived next day in Santiago. where 
she spent ten days conferring with 
the outgoing National Teaching 
Coromi ttee and obtaining the neces
sary vis as for her trip to Lima. 
Esteban Canales left Santiago with 
her but stopped off sever a1 day 5 in 
Antofagasta, while Eve proceeded 
direct to Lima. The two of them are 
carrying the files of last year's com
mittee to Lima. 

In Central America~ Natalia 
Chavez has had to leave Guatemala 

City, despite her desire to stay there 
longer and the even greater desire 
of the local believers to keep her, 
in order to go "to P~~mat ~s "a 
member of the new National Teach
ing Committee established there. 

As a result of Natalia's intensive 
post-Congress teaching in Guate
mala, six new believers have 
entered the Cause and the Commun';; 
ity there has been greatly strength
ened and deepened in the Teaching 
and in the Administration. 

While in Guatemala, Natalia sev
eral times went by bus over a dirt 
road to San Salvador, to assist the 
CommWlity there, on whose enthus
iasIIl and maturity she comments 
highly. 

The files of the outgoing National 
Teaching Committee of Central 
America are being mailed, some by 
boat and some by air, from Mexico 
to Panama. 

Louise Caswell has arrived in 
Mexico City after two months' teach
ing in- Haiti. The intense activity of 
the Haitian friends she describes as 
outstanding, and expresses the high
est praise for the labor and sacrifice 
of Amelie and John Bates, Ameri
can pioneers. Mr. Eustace Bailey, 
of the Regional Teaching Committe 
she reports, has translated into 

French, RuJ.:tiyyih Khanum's play, 
'~How To Be and How Not To Be." 

Another La tin American pioneer 
will" very soon be stepping out into 
the field - Srta. Mary Binda, of 
Chile, but who has been living re
cently in Bolivia, where she became 
a Baha'i. In consultation with the 
National Teaching Committee of 
South America and the Inter-Amer
ica Committee, she has chosen 
Caracas, Venezuela, as the scene of 
her endeavors. Here she can easily 
obtain employment as a secretary 
and be able to devote her evenings 
and week ends to the service of the 
Faith. She will reinforce our gallant 
North American pioneer, Miss R. 
Katharme Meyer, who is anxiously 
awaiting her. 

-INTER-AMERICA CoMMn"l'EE 

Public Relations 
The Committee continues its list

ing of references made to the Faith 
in non-Baha'i publications, and 
thanks the friends who call such ref
erences to our attention. 

jjThese Also Believe", by Charles 
S. Braden. Macmillan, 1M9. Dr. Bra
den of Northwestern University has 
published his study of religions in 
America outside the orthodox faiths. 
He refers in friendly and sympathetic 
manner to the BaM'i Faith in a brief 
statement on Page 464, in Appendix 
B. Dr. Braden has recently visited 
the national Baha'i office to verify 
his knowledge of the teachings for a 
lecture on the Faith, and to obtain 
copies of the most recent literature. 

"Two on the Aisle", by Harold L. 
Cail, a newspaper column, evidently 
syndicated, clipped from the Port
land Evening Express, Portland 
Maine, April 28, 1949. Mr. Cail pre
sents his interview with Bettina Ed
wards, member of the cast of "Okla
homatt

• The interview features Miss 
Edwards' deep interest in the Baha'i· 
teachings, which became the subject 
of the interview after Mr. Call no
ticed her BaM'i ring. 

"Headline Events in Chicago", 
June, 1949, issued by Chicago Asso
ciation of Commerce and Industry. 
This monthly folder lists the Baha'i 
Temple under the heading "Year
Round Attractions"" 

Membership window display, Wil
mette Chamber of Commerce. The 
Chamber of Commerce of WHmette, 
has reproduced the silhouette of the 
Temple on the sticker furnished its 
members to display on their store 



windows. Surprinted is the text, 
"Member Chamber of Commerce. 
Stand by Wilmette. Stay and buy
Wilmette, 1949." Here the Temple 
was selected because it is the dis
tinctive symbol of the Village. 

At the suggestion of Prof. Piper of 
the University of Syracuse, the edi
tor of "The Encyclopedia of Labor'\ 
Washington, D.C., requested a 1500 
word statement on "The Baha'i Faith 
and Labor", The statement, after ap
proval by the Reviewing Committee, 
was furnished. It developed the 
theme through ten selections from 
the teachlngs. 

Will the friends please note that 
Baha'i Public Relations is authorized 
to sell and distribute this material. 
1. Public Relations Service Bul

letins. One bulletin is on local 
advertising, another on publi-
clty-per copy ............... $ .10 

2. Mats for publicity or adver
tising use: 

Temple interior design ..... .50 
Temple exterior views ..... .25 

3. Literature for local mailings 
or free distribution: 
a. Baha'i Declaration of Hu

man Obligations and Rights 
10 copies for ........... . .. 1.25 

b. The Work of Baha'is in 
Promotion of Human Rights 
50 copies for .............. 1.10 

c. A School of World Religion 
40 copies ..... ,",' _. " ... 1.25 

d. The Reality of Brotherhood 
50 copies .. ' _ .... _" .. , , '" 1.25 

e. The Principle of Religious 
Unity---5'O copies ,.". _. , '. 1.25 

f. A Pattern for Future So
clety-50 copies .. , , ",. _ '. 1,25 

g. Industrial Justice-50 cop-
ies ........... " , " .... , .. , '. 1.25 

h. Summary of Baha'i Aims. 
Teachings and History 
50 copies .. " .. ____ , " " ." 1.25 

1. World Religion (Public 
Teaching Bulletin) 
50 copies ....... ,,''', _ 1,25 

(To eliminate extra correspondence 
and bookkeeping, please send remit
tance with order. All prices include 
postage.) 

The distribution of its service rna· 
terials develops for the Committee a 
revolving fund which supplies its 
budget for the year. The Committee 
has no budget from the National 
Fund. 

BA.HA'f PUBLIC RELATIONS 
112 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois, 
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POJ1..au--Prince. Haitt, BaIli'i commUDity with Gayle Woolsoa. pioneer, December, 
1948. 

Publishing Announcements 
BaM'; World Faith, bound in red 

leather, Ii you have not yet obtaioed 
a copy of this book published in com
memoration of the Centennial of the 
Baha'i Faith~ there are a limited 
number of copies still available. 466 
pages, gilt topped, bound io flexible 
red leather. containing over 1600 

excerpts from the Writings of Bahil.
'u'lliih, The Bab and ~Abdu'l-Baha. 

Price per copy," .............. $5.00 

The Balui'i C entenaTll; Record of 
America's response to the Call of 
Baha 'u'Uah, published for the Cen
tenial of the Baha'i Faith, 254 pages. 
Price per copy" ....... " ...... $2.00 

Mexico City Ba.h&'is and frieDds at a picnic, Jan. 1, .1949 
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EngJisb class for foreign-born in Spoka.ne, was entertained at the Spokane BahA'i 
Center. Pictured are students from Norway. Sweden. Bessarabia . .Japan, Nicaragua. 
Germany, and Italy. Reginald King, their teacher is seated next to the Httle girl. 

Annual Reports From 
Local Spiritual Assemblies 

Annual reports for Baha'i year 105 
received from 21 Local Spiritual 
Assemblie! reveal activities varied 
in scope but united in purpose. The 
fascinating story of heroism and 
loyalty, of devotion to God and serv
ice to His Cause is found in the 
simple and sincere accounts of 
their deeds, their hopes and aspira
tions during the past year. 

Behind the mere statistical' num
bers of people, meetings and things, 
there is a universal spirit working 
for the Kingdom of God among all 
humanity. Inadequate to express 
that spirit, here nevertheless are a. 
few high lights from each of the 
reports received: 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 
This community engaged in exten

sion teaching by participating in the 
Ma tanuska Valley F air at Palmer, 
where a booth was set up for dis
tributing Bahil.'! literature. During 
the three days of the Fair, an esti~ 
ated '200 souls were given the 
message ... souls who came from a 
great many different to\Vl1S and 
localities in Alaska. 

The Anchorage group sponsored 
weekly 15-minute programs over 
radio station KEN!, using transcrip-
tions sent by'the National Program
ming Committee. In November, 1948, . 
station KBYR was so impressed with 
the educational aspect of the Baha'i 
teachings that they offered the group 

15 minutes of free evening time each 
week "in the interest of the public 
service." From November to March 
15th, the group averaged 30' minutes 
a week of radio broadcasting, using 
talks given by 10 local Baha'is aod 
one non~Baha'i professional reader. 

More than 40 came to the public 
meetings or asked for literature as 
a result of the radio programs. In 
addition to study classes, firesides 
and special armiversaries, 51 public 
meetings were held in Anchorage, 
and five new believers were con~ 
firmed. 

LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 
Highlighting public meetings for 

the year was the visit of Mrs. Mar
gery McCormick. She presented a 
lecture to the colored groop and 
spoke at the first mixed meeting at 
the Y.W.C.A.; showing slides and 
conducting the discussion that fol
lowed. 

Regular Sunday afternoon meet
ings were held at the Bah .. '! Center, 
presenting Temple pictures, pre
pared papers, panel discussions and 
round table discussions. 

Beginning June 18, 1949 and con
tinuing to the present, a series of 
weekly articles was written for the 
Arkansas State Press. Each article, 
10 to 18 inches in single column 
length, contained direct or approved 
Baha'i writings. 

BERKELEY, CAWFORmA 
The first public meeting of the 

year was held at the College Wom
an's Club on August I, 1949, at which 
.l\1rs. Marion Hoffman spoke on 
"Unity, the Life of Nations. Jt 

The second large public meeting 
commemorated United Nations day, 
October 24th, at which Mrs. Marzieh 
Gail spoke on "Will the Nations 
Unite?" 

Berkeley believers maintain a 
large stock of books and pamphlets 
to sell, loan, and give away. Books 
were exhibitied at ali public meet
ings. 

The lending library, according to 
the Berkeley report, has been help
ful in interesting people who have 
inquired as a result of the listing in 
the telephone direc.tory. 

CARMEL, CALIFORNIA 
Many firesides were held contin

ually throughout the year by this 
commlUlity and resulted in new con
tacts. In addition to this activity the 
believers deepened their own faith 
by holding weekly study classes. 

During the weeks of UNESCO and 
United Nations meetings in the Car
mel vicinity the group gained much 
publicity. To 50 key societies the 
group sent individually typed letters. 
Free publicity including Temple pic
tures, and paid advertising rOWlded 
out the public relations activity. 

GLENDALE, CALIFORmA 
Extremely ·successful among the 

Glendale community activites were 
the children's classes held each Sun
day for children four to six, and 
seven to nine years of age. 

Each class had a teacher and an 
assistant who foliowed definite objec
tives chosen at the beginning of the 
year. The children were requested 
to learn prayers at home, partly to 
acquaint non-Baha'i parents with the 
beauty and reverence of those pray
ers. 

At classes, Baha'i songs were 
learned, and the ABC book was stud~ 
ied, as well as "Creation" and "The 
Oneness of Mankind." 

In their scrapbooks, made in the 
shape of the Chicago Tribune picture 
of the Temple glued to the front 
cover, the children pasted typewrit
ten copies of the pr ayers. Each 
prayer was illustrated by pictures 
cut from magazines. The activity 
period included handiwork, hikes 
and gardening. 



GLENDALE TOWNSHIP, CALIF. 
Seven new believers were added 

to this community during the year 
through the prayers and activities 
of the believers. 

The Baha'i School for children 
ages 3 to 10 was started in Septem
ber and held every Saturday morn
ing at 9:30 o'clock except on Christ
mas, New Year's Day, and the day 
before Easter. At the request of their 
parents, seven non-Baha'i children 
attended the classes. 

The Birth of the Bab was appro
priately celebrated with a birthday 
cake. Baha'u'llcili's birthday With a 
present for each child. and the Inter
calary Days with a party, each child 
receiving a small favor. 

The Christian Holy Days duriog 
this period were discussed and their 
true significance explained to the 
children. 

Ma terials used were uTo Live the 
Life," the "Creation" lessons, A 
Baha'i Child's ABC, A Baha'i Child's 
Songbook, handicraft, Li LUR, Lad 
of Courage by Treffinger, story 
rna terial, and various story books 
with the stories adapted to Baha'i 
attitudes and purposes. 

NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 
In addition to their many other 

activities such as firesides and pub
lic meetings, the New Haven friends 
sponsored a book display in several 
libraries. 

The display of Baha', books and 
pictures of the Temple were on exhi
bition for two weeks at the main 
library. Then the display was trans
ferred to the library in West Haven, 
where it remained for two weeks, 
after which it was exhibited for 10 
days at the Westville library. 

By this means many free leaflets 
and booklets were taken by the 
library patrons, introducing the 
Faith to many new people. 

Three books were presented to the 
Yale Divinity School library, for 
which a letter of thanks was 
received. 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
A variety of programs featured 

regular SWlday evening meetings 
held at the Baha'i Center. Book 
reviews, devotional meetings, guest 
speakers and out-of-town speakers 
were enjoyed by the believers and 
their guests. 

Regular firesides were also held 
at the homes of believers. These 
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were successful in attracting and 
teaching several people in the Faith. 

Un til the Center was temporarilY 
closed in February, a study class 
for Baha'is and interested persons 
was held weekly throughout the 
year. Some Answered Questions and 
BaM'i World Fa'ith were among 
books studied. 

BOISE, IDAHO 
Non-Baha'i speakers used on var

ious programs during the year 
included a college professor, an 
attorney, a labor representative, a 
League of Women Voters' president, 
a League member, and a Negro 
speaker. 

A guest book was maintained at 
all public meetings, and contains the 
signatures of 48 non.Baha:is? 17 of 
whom also signed their addresses. 

Using both Baha'i and non-Baha'i 
suitable material, the various 
group meetings included sympos
iums, panel discussions, forums, 
open house with refreshments, a 
dramatic sketch by children, film 
slides and film strips. 

SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
Rustam Payman of New York 

City, and Matthew Bullock of Bos
ton were speakers at public meet
ings held by the Springfield Baha',s 
during the Pl'st year. 

An annual outiog was held in June 
at Porter Lake in Forest Park, with 
Baha'is from surrounding commu· 
nities, and many non-Baha'is attend· 
ing. 

World Order magazine was sent 
to 10 individuals in Springfield for a 
period of three months as a means 
of interesting them in the Faith. 

LANSING, MICHIGAN 
This community has enrolled 

three new adult believers and one 
youth through its advertising, pub
licity, firesides and public meetings 
during the past year. 

A total of 27 weekly public meet
ings began in October. There were 
21 talks, five of which were given 
by out-of-town speakers. Two non
Baha. ?is took part in panel discuss· 
ions. 

In addition, four special public 
meetings were held at which Dorothy 
Baker, John Robarts, L~wrence 
Hautz and Charles Monroe Ioas gave 
addresses. 

Three weeks before one special 
public meeting,a believer spent sev
eral days making personal calls on 
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a list of contacts. For another meet
ing, each believer invited his own 
contacts, instead of having the com
mWlity mail out invitations. 

For still another meeting, a spe
cial planning committee was ap
pointed with one person acting as 
executive to check final -details. 

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 
A well·rounded program of public 

meetings, discussions, advertising, 
publicity, and free literature char
acterized activity of the Kansas City 
believers during the year. 

A Baha'i study class was held 
weekly at which The Dispensation of 
Bahci'u'lldh, the "New . Covenant 
Course", and "What Modern Man 
Must Know About Religion" were 
studied. 

The group also used the subi eels 
and outline sent to them by the Pro
gramming Committee. Non-Baha'i 
attendance throughout the year was 
29 people. 

HELENA, MONTANA 
The Helena Baha'is held a regu

lar public meetiog each month at 
which several visiting Baha'i speak· 
ers gave very able assistance. 

Study classes, group public speak
ing classes, and firesides completed 
the group activity. 

The Helena believers report the 
maintenance of a literature display 
in the public library, from whlch 
free literature has been generously 
distributed. 

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 
An unusually successful inter-racial 

meeting was held on September 
12, 1948. Following the dinner served 
to the Baha'is and their guests in 
the patio of the Heights Community 
Center, talks were given in the ad
jacent halL 

Dr. Miguel J orrio of the Inter
American Affairs department of the 
University, Hobart LaGrone, presi
dent of the local chapter of the 
NAACP, Mrs. Muriel Ives, and Paul 
Sanford were speakers on the pro-
gram. 

The birth of Baba 'u'lli:ih was cele
bra ted by an original narration with 
musical accompaniment on the life 
of BahiL 'u 'llih. 

One of the believers, Mrs. Mary 
Lou Ewing, spoke by invitation to 
the class in the Philosophy of Re
ligion at the University. The. lecturer 
was accompanied by a fellow be
liever who recorded the questions 
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asked by her appreciative audience. 
Rustam Payman, a believer from 

New York City. was later engaged 
to give four lectures to this same 
University group. 

JAMESTOWN, N.Y. 
Jamestown Bahiltis are enthusias

tic about the use of radio for teach
ing the Faith. Station WJOC carried 
a Baha'i sponsored program honor
ing United Nations Day, with script 
prepared by the teaching committee 
and approved by the Assembly. 

Mrs. William Sears participated 
in an interview program, and a ser
ies of 12 transcribed programs was 
also presented over station WJOC. 

The Jamestown believers elected 
a "Goodwill Ambassador", whose 
duty was to send cards and notes of 
sympathy, congratulation, or what
ever was called for by illness, mar
riage, birth, deatll, graduation, or 
other personal occasions. 

GREENSBORO, N.C. 
A series of public meetings held 

Sunday evenings at the Baha'i 
Center proved instrumental in at
tracting many people and confiIm
iD.g three in the Faith. 

Every Sunday morning at 11 
o'clock the group held a study class 
for deepening theiI faith. In addi
tion to this activity, several mem
bers held firesides at theiI homes 
during the year. 

In January when the road show 
"Oklahoma" played at Greensboro, 
Bettina Edwards, a member of the 
cast, and a believer, held a fireside 
at the home of Mrs. Haitti. 

COLUMBUS, OHlO. 
A deepening class, public meet

'iUg's'," "diScuSEdons and panels .were· 
among the activites of Columb~s, 
Ohio Baha'is. . 

Some of the discussion topics 
were: "What is the purpose of .God 
in creating man? H, "The two sta
tions of the Prophet", ,jThis day is 
God's new Springtime?>, HAre you 
conscious of tile reality of man?", 
HThe power of the Word of God", 
"This earth one country", "Man
kind's release from bondage", "Re
ligion builds a better world" t "The 
progress of human rights" , .. God 
speaks again", and "Individual se
curity in a chaotic war ld" . 

BRATl'LEBORO, VT. 
The Brattleboro community held 

one public meeting a month, which 
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which was well advertised and 
well attended. Posters and notices 
of meetings were placed in various 
loca tions in town. as well as on the 
outside entrance door of the Baha'i 
Center. Very satisfactory newspaper 
publicity was given these public 
meeti:pgs. 

Mrs. Hilda Yen Male filled a re
quest to speak at Marlboro College, 
Vt. The college had previously been 
given a subscription to World Order 
magazine, and wanted to hear a 
talk by a Baha'i who was also con
nected with the United Nations. 

In Brattleboro, Mrs. Male also 
spoke at a meeting of the World 
Federalists, giving the Baha'i point 
of view on world government. 

This community held an aver age 
of one fireside a week in a home, in 
addition to special classes for per
sons wishing to join the Faith, and 
discussion classes 'on the Covenant 
for believers. The believers held 
prayer services every evening at 
the Center for 19 days during the 
Fasting period. 
MADISON, WlSCONSIN. 

The teaching committee sponsored 
a "Children's Garden" which began 
the year with an enrollment of 10 
pupils from five to 13 years of age. 

Average attendance was five pupils, 
with five visitors. 

The believers enlarged their faith 
and abilities through a study group 
held during the Fall and Winter 
months. 

People from five foreign countries 
attended the Naw-Ruz feast spon
sored by the Madison Baba'i Youth 
Group. 

WAUWATOSA, WlSCONSIN. 
Radio broadcasting activity of the 

Wauwatosa community included 13 
broadcasts of 15 minutes each on 
station WEMP Sunday evenings at 
6:45 o'clock. 

The speakers at a series of buffet 
supper public meetings held at Hotel 
Underwood included Mrs. Moffett, 
Horace Holley, Carl Scheffler ~ and 
Leroy loas. 

Principles of the Baha'i Faith are 
kept before the public by regular 
weekly advertisements in the Wau
watosa News. 

Four different fireside classes for 
non-Baha'is were held each week, as 
well as regular study classes for 
believers. 

The immediate result of these act
ivities is eight new believers, one 
youth, and five believers who are 
not residents of Wauwatosa. 

L.S.A., of San Pedro SUla, Honduras, April~ 1949 
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Colon. Panama, L.S.A., Jaouary. 1949. Mrs. Louise Caswell bolding Greatest Na.me. 

L.S.A .• Santiago, Chile, AprU, 1949. 

Bahii'i News Mailing 
Beginning with this issue. 

Baha'i News will be sent direct
ly to each believer from the 
National office. If there is 
more than one believer in your 
family and one copy is suffi
cient, please notify the National 
Baha'i Office, listing the mem
bers of your family and indi
cating the one to whom it 
should be addressed. 

Programmer's Corner 
"In these days, the most im

portant of all things is the guid
ance of the nations and peoples 
of the world. Teaching the 
Cause is of utmost importance 
for it is the head cornerstone 
of the founda tion itself. This 
wronged servant has spent His 
days and nights in promoting 
the cause and urging the peo
ples to service. He rested" not a 
moment, till the fame of the 
Cause of God was noised abroad 
in the world and the celestial 
strains from the Abhii Kingdom 
roused the East and West. The 
beloved of God must follow the 
same example, This is the se
cret of faithfulness, this is the 
requirement of servitude to the 
Threshold of Baha! " 
-ExceTpts from. the Win and Testa

ment of 'Abdu'l BaM. in Selected 
Writings of Shoghi Effendi, pp. 
3-4. 

Hints for Action. 
1) Has your community had 

a summer picnic? 
2) Could you play host or 

hostess with a few other Baha'is 
at a summer garden party? 
Your guest list could include 
prospective believers. And if 
you timed your program c1ev~ 
erly you could feature a fifteen 
minute talk by your best local 
Baha'i speaker on one of the fol
lowing subjects of current in
terest: 

The Baha'i Attitude toward 
Brotherhood, The Baha'i Atti
tude toward Wealth, BaM'. At
titude toward UniveTsat Peace, 
th~ Baha'i Attitude toward Gov
ernment, The Baha'i Attitude 
toward Race, The Baha'i Atti
tude toward Marriage, The Ba
ha'i Attitude toward Education, 
etc. 

9 
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The Edifice of God 
HO Concourse of creation! 0 peo

pIe! Construct edifices in the most 
beautiful fashion possible, in every 
city, in every land, in the name of 
the Lord of Religions. Adorn them 
with that which beseemeth them. 
Then commemorate the Lord, the 
Merciful, the Clement, in spirit and 
fragrance. 

"Teach your children what hath 
been revealed through the Supreme 
Pen. Instruct them in what hath 
descended from the Heaven of great
ness and power. Let them memorize 
the Tablets of the Merciful and chant 
them with melodious voices in the 
galleries built in the Temple of the 
Ma~riqu'I-A4bkar. ft 

-:-BAHA'U'LLAH 
Balun WOTId, I, 59-60 

"Temples are the symbols of the 
divine uniting force, so that when 
the people gather there in the house 
of God they may recall the fact that 
the Law has been revealed for them 
and that the Law is to unite them. 
. . . That is why Baha'u'llah has 
commanded that a place of worship 
be built for al the religionists of the 
world; that all religions, races and 
sects may come together within its 
universal shelter; that the proclama
tion of the oneness of mankind shall 
go forth from its open courts of holi
ness; the announcement that human
ity is the servant of God and that all 
are submerged in the ocean of His 
mercy." 

-~Almtr'L-BARA 
-P.U.P., I, 62 

"Now the day has arrived in which 
the Edifice of God, the Divine Sanc
tuary, the Spiritual Temple shall be 
erected in America. I entreat God to 
assist the confirmed believers in ac
complishing this great service and 
with entire zeal to rear this mighty 
structure, which shall be renowned 
throughout the world. The support of 
God will be with those believers in 
that district, that they may be suc
cessful in their undertaking. For this 
cause is great because this is the first 
Ma~riqu'l-Acfukar in that country 

" 

"Its building is the most important 
of all things. This is the spiritual 
found a tion, for that rea son it i~ the 
most important of all foundations; 

from that spiritual foundation will 
come forth all manner of advance
ment and progress in the world of 
humanity .... H 

"Today, the establishment of the 
Maffiriqu'l-Adhkar is of paramount 
importance .... This is the begin
ning of organization; it is like unto 
the first church founded in ehri s
tianity; it is an expression of the 
eleva lion of the Word of God " 

"When the Ma'lbriqu'l-Adhkar, with 
its accessories, is established in the 
wor1d, aside from its religious or 
spiritual influence, it will have a tre
mendous effect upon civilization. 
Aside from the religionists, who will 
feel its influence, materialists will 
not be exempt therefrom. Moreover, 
it contains divine wisdom, spiritual 
effects upon the intellects and 
thoughts. Subsequent to its erection 
these will become evident." 

"Some material things have spirit
ual effect, and the Ma'lbriqu'l-Adhkar 
is a material thing that will have 
great effect upon the spirits of the 
people. Not only does the building 
of the Ma'lbriqu'I-AcfukSr have an 
effect upon those who build it, but 
upon the whole world." 

"This Baha:i Temple is a supreme 
house of worship, and a place of 
spiritual gathering and of thE'- mani
festation of divine mysteries. The 
friends of God must endeavor with all 
their hearts and souls that this struc
ture may be raised and completed. 
... It has a great effect because it is 
the beginning of the foundation. After 
centuries it is not so important as it 
is now, but now it is very important. 
At first they build the Temple and 
worship in it and grow. In past times 
they could not build it so outwardly. 
This building will be the cause of 
unity and prosperity of the Cause. 
The unity comes; from every part 
the believers will assist. This is a 
heavenly society and also it will be 
the cause of strength. The believers 
will get blessings and bounties. It 
cannot be compared with the church 
of the old time. You have only to 
begin, everything will be all right." 

jjThe mystery of the edifice is great 
and cannot be unveiled yet, but its 
erection is the most important under· 
taking of this Day." 

- j ABDu-'lrBA.H.A 
Baha'i World, I, 59--65 

"All the inhabitants of the world 
are in these days engaged in warfare 
and strife, but the friends of God are 
striVing 'With heart and soul to lay the 
basis of the Palace of the Kingdom; 
so that the call of prayers and sup
plications may ascend to the heights 
of heaven. The flowers of material 
and divine ci viliza tion shall grow in 
the Ma'lbriqu'l-AcfukSr perfuming the 
nostrils with the Fragrances of 
Truth. Its doors will be opened be
fore the face of all nations, religions 
and sects. Whosoever enters therein 
is welcomed." 

-'AlIDu't.-BAHA 
Baha'i WOTld, VI, 400 

"Know you for certainty that ye 
will be confirmed by the aids of the 
Holy Spirit, and that you will render 
the Kingdom of God a distinguished 
service, whereby you will become 
dear in both realms and' will shine 
forth as morning stars from the 
horizon of the love of God. 'T'his or· 
ganization of the Maroriqu'l-Adhkar 
Mll be a model for the coming cen~ 
turies, and will hold the station of the 
Mother ... " 

-'A.BDU'r.-BABA 
BaM'i World 1 IX, 495 

(Ed. Note: These quotations arc from a 
compilation prepared by Mrs. Mary M. 
Wilkin.) 

Maui County Assembly 
Authorized to Conduct 

Baha'i Marriages 
A letter received from the Spirit

ual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
County of Maui, T.H., advises us 
that on May 7, 1949, the Chairman 
of the Assembly was authorized to 
conduct Baha'i marriage ceremonies 
by the civil authorities of the Terri
tory of Hawaii. This authorization 
was conveyed in License No. 2079. 

The friends are reminded that the 
National Spiritual Assembly can 
provide copies of the Baha'1 Mar
riage Certificate at 25c each. 

Information about the conduct of 
Baha'i marriage is available in a 
special bulletin for local Assembly 
use. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSSM:BLY 
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The Home Front Our degree of sacrifice will measure 
our achievement. Never will there 
be another opportunity to help build 
the Holiest House of WorShip in the 
world. Completion of the Temple is 
essential now because when com
pleted a power will be released 
which will be felt around the world. 

BUTTE, MONTANA 
The glorious challenge to finish 

the Temple before the allotted time 
and the austerity in living it entails 
is already reflected in plans laid 
down by the Assembly for a Summer 
Study Session in Butte. One of the 
believers has generously offered" the 
use of her lovely tree-shaded cottage 
for this purpose. The enthusiasm 
generated by this resolve is remark
able. 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 
Word comes that Captain S. A. 

Pelle is being transferred from Fort 
Richardson here, to Fort Dix, N.J. 
Long an active force in local civic 
affairs as well as in work for the 
Baha'i Faith, his departure will 
leave everyone with a sense of loss. 

In seeking to establish the legal 
authority of the Anchorage Assem
bly to perform valid marriage cere
monies, a letter was written to the 
Territory Attorney General. The 
Alaska Territorial Laws state in 
part (Chapter 24 of the 1947 session 
laws) : 

"All marriages to which there are 
no legal impediments solemnized be
fore or in any religious organization 
or congregation according to the es
tablished ritual or form commonly 
practiced therein are also valid." 
Word has- recently been received 
from the Attorney General's Office 
that "if the Bahit'; Faith is a reli
gion, " any marriage conducted 
according to its prescribed form is 
legal. This letter has been recorded 
in the U.S. Commissioner's Office 
in Anchorage and the Assem bIy is 
now ready to perform marriages. 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 
On March 2Q an advertised public 

meeting was held, with the speaker 
being Mr. Arthur Kuhl, editorial 
writer of the Star Times t one of the 
large St. Louis dailies. His subject, 
"The Necessity for a World Govern
ment" was followed by reading from 
the Baha'i Peace Plan and distribu
tion of copies of "The Pattern. for a 
Future Society". The 37 people 
attending remained for an hour of 
discussion and nearly all stayed for 
the ensuing Naw-R-uz program and 
supper. 

WICHITA, KAN. 
In April at a meeting of the Pan

American Club in the EI Chana 

Caie, Mr. Ronald Preuss gave a 
Baha'i. ta1k to an audience of some 
75 persons. This meeting was in the 
interests of the UNESCO inter
community affiliation project be
tween Wichita and Orleans, France, 
a cultural and educational type of 
interchange. Ronald was one of ten 
persons under final considera tian by 
the Board of Judges for the position 
of Community Ambassador. Though 
not the one finally selected, still 
Ronald made many fine contacts. 

ELMHURST, ILL. 
In response to a request by the 

Student Christian Association of 
Elmhurst College, Car! Scheffler 
spoke in the college chapel at their 
Wednesday morning assembly on 
April 27. Most of the lecture was 
on the historical background of the 
Faith. About 150 students attended 
this lecture, and at least 30 
remained another hour afterwards 
to have questions answered, at 
which time Robert 1magire told 
them of the growth of the Faith in 
Japan. 

GENEVA, N.Y. 
On April 3 a conference was held 

with many attending, to hear Philip 
Sprague on the importance of the 
Temple work. These were some of 
the higblights: We have only one life 
to live and it must be connected 
with the Faith by giving it service. 

"Eyes to the Blind . . ." . 
Following are excerpts from a 

letter from a blind inquirer to our 
National BaM.'i Service for the Blind 
Committee: 

". . . I believe that I was the first 
reader to take the braille copy of 
The Renewal oj Civilization out of 
the New York Library. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the book, and consider it 
the most fascinating and complete 
piece of Baha'i literature I have 
yet been privileged to read. . .But 
to return to your book: it answers 
so many questions and presents such 
a clear picture of the Baha'i Faith, 
that it deserves a very wide read
ing. . .1 believe that the excellent 
write-up which the book received In 
The BTaille Book Review will do 
much to give it that well deserved 
circulation. -The article was well de
signed to draw the attention of all 
readers who are sincerely interested. 
.in the future of humanity." 

(The BTaiUe Book Review goes 
to blind readers not only in this 
country but in all countries where 
English Braille is read.) 

L.S.A., Tepcical]la, HODduras, April, l!1t9. 
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An Appeal to the Believers 
The National Programming 

Committee is· interested in re
ceiving material relating to the 
world's great Religions and 
Progressive Revelation, and we 
are asking the believers to sup
ply and send us any copy that 
can be spared' of compilations, 
or research of any sort, text~ 

books, or visual material on 
this subject. 

The Committee is interested 
in receiving material which can 
be kept permanently in its files. 
If you have such copies to 
spare, will you send them to: 

Mrs. Myrtle Wendler, 
Secretary, 
3302 Warner Avenue, 
Chicago 18, Illinois. 

In Memoriam 
Mrs. Philomeme Altman, Detroit. Mich. 

5-17-49 
Mrs. Edwinna Powell, Corvallis, Ore. 

6-1-49 
Mrs_ A. D. Taite, Cartersville, Va. 3-16-49 
Mrs. Josephine Perkins, Kansas City, 

Mo .• 5·25-49 
Mr. J. S. Marquardt, Milwaukee, Wis. 

6-7-49 
Mrs. Emma Johnson, Somers Twp., Wis. 

6-l!-49 
Mr. J. Allen Gorrell, Lima. Ohio 5-27-49 
Mountfort Mills, New York City, 4-24-49. 

JULY. 1949 

Enrollments 
Enrollments reported by 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 

Alaska, Anchorage. 2; Calif., Glendale, 
Twp., 1; Santa Monica, 1; District of Col
umbia. Wash., 1; Fla., St. Augustine, 1: 
Hawaii, Maui, 2; TIl., Champaign, 2; 
Ind., Indianapolis, 1; La., New Orleans, 
1; New Jersey, Red Bank, 1; New York~ 
Geneva, 1; Yonkers, 1; Ohio, Lima. 1; 
Ore., Portland, 1; Texas, San Antonio, 
1; Wa-sh., Seattle, 1; Wis., Milwaukee, 1; 
Wyo, Laramie, 1; YOUTH 5, 

Enrollments reported by 
Regional Teaching Committees: 

NORTHEASTERN STATES 
E, Mass .• R.I., 3 
N. J .• 1 
E. New York! 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
Mich., 5 and 1 Youth 
Ohio, 2 

WESTERN STATES 
So. Calif., 1 
Alaska, 1 

Calendar 
FEASTS: 

July 13-Kalimiit-Words 
Aug. l-Kamal-Perfection 
Aug.20-Asma-Names 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
July !>-Martyrdom of the Bab-at 

noon (suspend work) 

NSA MEETING: 
July 15. 16. 17 

Bah8'i community of ·Sacre~ Bolivia, April~ l.M9. 

BaM'i News is published by the 
National Spiritual Assembly 01 "tile 
Baha. 'is of the UnJted States as the 
official news-letter of the Bah.i.'j 
Community. 

Edited for the Nat.ional Spiritual 
Assembly by Ba.h3.'j News Edltor
ia1 CO'JDmJt1;ee: Mrs.. Roberta 
Christian, cha.irman,. Mr. Richard 
Nolen. Mr. Gordon A. Frasel'~ 

Editorial office: Mrs. Roberia. 
Christian. 1001 West Genesee St •• 
Lansing, Mich. 

Please report. changes of address 
and o1;ber maUers perlainln,g to 
distribution to the BahB'j Natloaal 
Office, 536 Sheridan Road~ WiI
mette~ IDbwis. 
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The Guardian Writes 
Public Relations Committee 

A letter has been received by the 
Public Relations Committee from the 
Guardian which the National Spirit
ual Assembly has voted to publish 
in Baha'i News. It was written in 
reply to a letter which the Commit
tee addressed to the Guardian a few 
weeks before the Convention. In its 
letter the Committee wrote, in part, 
as follows: 

"Though it has been grievous to 
us to forego our advertising schedule 
and rearrange our work in other 
fields, the Committee recognizes that 
a completed Temple holding meet
ings of public worship will create the 
most effective form of Baha'i public 
relations that could be ima gined; 
and that a strong Baha'i community 
in Latio America, Europe and the 
United States will be the final and un
answerable proof of the validity of 
the Faith. 

"Therefore our hope is to con
tribute all we can to the development 
of an alert, well-informed and vigor
ous community demonstrating in 
spirit and in action the supernal 
truths whose symbol the House of 
Worship is to be throughout the 
Americas for ages to come." 

The Guardian's reply, dated June 
6, 1949, was as follows: 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 

Your letter of April 7, with the 
book you forwarded, was received, 
and the Guardian was very pleased 
to see all you have done this past 
year. 

He regrets that much of the work 
SO enthusiastically undertaken, and 
carefully built up by the various 
committees, must now be sacrificed 
for some time to come. But there is 
no choice, and the friends must, as 
the Master said, give up the import
ant for the most important of all -
which is certainly the Temple's 
completion and the far-flung teach
ing work being carried on. Indeed, 
such is the preoccupation of man-

YEAR 106 BAHA'I ERA 

THE WORK BEGINS 

On Honday, July 11, workmen began to assemble on Ute Temple gro1lDlls. The 
first operations have beeD the preparing of runwa.ys leading up to. the Temple steps 
for Ute transporting of :ma.terial. and the laying of a base for the stDring uf the 
interior decoraiion units. The da.te set for the beginDtng o.f work. inside the Temple 
was July 18. The Ear]ey Studio. has scheduled fur the shipment of two cars uf cast 
stone every Ou'ee weeks. 

kind with purely material evidences 
of power that the solid accomplish
ment of a House of Worship at last 
ready to fulfill its ftulction, and the 
constant addition of new countries 
and assemblies to the family of 
Baha'i communities, are more likely 
to attract the attention of the public 
than meetings or publicity. 

Far from awakening from its 
slumber mankind seems to be plung
ing deeper into the nightmare of 
present-day society. We Baha'is see 
only too clearly where this is lead
ing, but this must not par alyze us, 
but rather stir us to new spiritual 
consciousness and force us to take 
a firmer grip on the Rope of our 
Faith, determined not to be pulled 
into the undertow and to do all we 
can to pull others out of it. 

He urges you all to exert your 
utmost in helping the believers to 

mature spiritnally, and to unitedly 
work to consolidate the community 
in the laws of the Faith and the ad
ministration of its msti tutions. 

He will pray for all of you, and 
he deeply values your devoted serv-
ices. 

With Baha'i love, 

- R. RABBANI 
(In the Guardian's own handwriting) 

May the Almighty bless your high 
and meritorious endeavors, enable 
you in the days to come to extend 
the range of your activities to which 
I attach the utmost importance, and 
aid you to consolidate your past 
achievements, and win in this new 
and vast field now stretching before 
you notable victories for His Faith 
and its institutions. 

Your true and grateful brother, 

-SHoGm 
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"IDS SPIRIT IS THERE" 
Words of the Gua rdia n 

"The daily prayers are to be 
said each one for himself, aloud 
or silent rna kes no difference. 
There is no congregational 
prayer except that for the dead. 
We read healing and other pray
ers in our meetings, Lut the 
daily prayer is a personal ob
ligation, so some one else read
ing it is not quite the same thing 
as saying it for yourself. 

"If you find you need to vis~ 
ualize someone when you pray, 
think of the Master. Through 
Him you can address Baha
u'Jl;ih. Gradually try to think of 
the qualities of the Manifesta
tion, and in that way a mental 
form will fade out, for after all 
the body is not the thing, His 
Spirit is there and is the essen
tial, everlasting element-It 

-SHOOHI EFFENDI 

Through his Secretary, to Mrs. 
Stuart Sims, January 31, 1949. 

Consultation 
Dear Friends: 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
desires to strengthen the bonds of 
unity between the administrative 
body and the individual Baha'is. 
Only full understanding on basic 
matters, and cooperation in carry
ing on the tasks of the Divine Plan, 
will enable us to succeed in the mis
sion which the Master laid upon the 
American Baha'i Community. 

As a means to that end, indi vidual 
Baha'is are requested to send the 
National Spiritual Assembly their 
thoughts and views and such recom
mendations on plans of action which 
they feel will help build up the 
Baha'i community and stimulate the 
work of spre ading the F ai tho 

This letter is a request directed 
through you to each believer asking 
for consultation. The subject on 
which personal views are desired 
are particularly: 

How to spread the teachings 
How to develop the solidarity of 

the American Baha'i community 
Hm ... · to release more spritual 

power 
How to assure completion of the 

goals of the Second Seven Year Plan 
The National Spiritual Assemb~y 

also wants the considered views of 
local Assemblies on these subjects. 

AUGUST, 1949 

MEETING THE CRISIS 
"Tell the Story" 

Can we make a simple teach
ing resolve to match yO?J.-T finan
cial resolve fOT completion of 
the Temple? 

Tell the story of the Faith to 
other people. Set yourself a per
sonal teaching goal-to tell one 
new person about the Faith each 
month, or each week. To help 
form the habit of doing this, 
why not list every possible per
son to whom you can mention 

, the Faith and explain one or 
more of the Baha'i teachings? 
It may help if you keep a little 
record of the people to whom 
you ha'le talked about the Faith. 
This will enable you to pray that 
their interest may deepen. It 
will also remind you to continue 
to mention specific Baha'i teach
ings in future conversations. 

Your Contacts 
To increase awareness of op~ 

portunities to tell a bout the 
Faith, we offer the following: 

1. Can you contact one or 
more persons in the block in 
which you live? 

2. Isn't there a business asso
ciate whom you can invite to 
your home to discuss the Faith? 

3. Can you form the habit of 
steering a conversation by ask
ing such a question as: "What 
do you think religion can do to 
help establish world peace?" 

4. Read the summary of con
tacting hints listed in this issue 
of Baha'i News. 

Fan Public Meeting 
Since it is time now to begin 

planning for public teaching in 
the fall. we suggest you plan to 
use the Public Relations Com
mittee theme: "What Is My 
Religion?" Aim of the theme is 
to challenge the individual non
Baha 1 i to re-examine his re-

Please send in your letter by Sep
tember 1 so that the National Spiri
tual Assembly can study the results 
of this appeal and incorporate every 
possible suggestion in the national 
plans for this emergency period. 

Yours sincerely, 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

ligion and determine for him
self how its doctrines and prac
tices meet the tests of spiritual 
tm th and how it fits him to deal 
with the problems of life today. 
These criterions are offered the 
non-Baha'i by which he can 
conduct this re-examination. 
Each criterion leads him to 
compare his religion with the 
World Faith of BaM'u'llah. The 
result is to awaken in him a 
new understanding of what is 
1a eking in his own faith and how 
it fails to fulfill his spiritual 
needs and to meet the needs of 
a disintegrating society. 

This theme could be devel
oped around the following: 
Seven Baha'i Criterions of Reli
gion: 

1. Religion must be divine in 
origin. 

2. Its aims must be universal. 
3. It must control and guide 

character. 
4. It must demonstrate the 

continuity and progressiveness 
of divine revelation. 

5. It must fulfill ancient pro
phecy. 

6. It must bring new teachings 
able to solve the particular 
problems of the age. 

7. It must reconcile science 
and worship and provide the 
basic truths of all cultures, arts 
and philosophies. 

This theme could be used for 
a single public meeting, or it 
could furnish material .Eor a se
ries of simpler home or fireside 
meetings. This adaptability fits 
in with our need for economy. 

Public Relations will an
nounce details in the September 
Balui'i News. 

-NATIONAL PROGRAIVLMING 

COMMITrEE 

Calendar 
Feast']: 

Sept. S-'Izzat-Might 
Sept. 27-Mai!l!iyyat-Will 

NSA MEETING: 
Sept. 2, 3, 4, 5 



WE MUST NOT PAUSE • • • 
"Ultimate victory now in sight bidding fair bring present 
emergency period (to) triumphant conclusion ... " 

-SHOGHI EFFENDI 
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The magnificent sacrifice of the Baha'is up to the present has brought us to the position 
where the Guardian sees the possibility of our achieving success. However, let us all resolute
ly face the fact that we still have a long and difficult road ahead - demanding unprecedented, 
continued sacrifices. 

Here is the record of our financial position and requirements as of July 15th: 

TEMPLE CONSTRUCTION FUND 
Cash on hand - Temple Construction Fund .............. $330,000 
Bndget requirement for balance of calendar 

year of 1949 ........ . .............................. $305,000 
Note: Due to Temple construction work not starting until July 11, the payments on construction in 1949 have been 
reduced from $438,615 to $305,000. 

THIS MEANS THAT IN 1950 THE TOTAL PAYMENTS 
WILL BE APPROXIMATELY $500,000 

From the foregoing you will see that as of July 15, 1949, we have on hand only $25,000 to 
apply towards our 1950 Temple Commitments - not enough for one month's operation. 

It is necessary also to point out that of the $330,000 now on hand, about 33 per cent was the 
sacrificial gift of one believer, from which source a similar donation cannot be again anticipated_ 

GENERAL FUND 
This is how we are progressing with the general fund. The monthly budget under the 

present austerity program is .................................... $12,500 
During May, the receipts amolj.nted to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 9,655 
Dur'ing June, total contributions were .................... 8,567 

Thus it is evident that during the first two months of the current Baha'i year there is al
ready a DEFICIT of $6,777. 

Our present financial position should make us all reflect deeply and pray. Let each and 
every one of us weigh our individual responsibility, review our resources, and ACT. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Gnardian Calls for Pioneers 
Heartened by the way in which the 

American believers are responding to 
the Temple Plan, the Guardian has 
called for self-supporting pioneers 
and itinerant teachers to assist in 
Europe and Latin America. 

" ... advise direct special attention 
invigorate activities conducted Latin 
America (and) European continent. 
Need for voluntary, self-supporting, 
wholly-dedicated pioneers calculated 
(to) supplement newly launched 
undertakings (in) both fields (is) 
still pressing acquiring greater ur
gency owing approaching emergence 
(of) L-atin American National Assem
blies and necessity consolidate swift
ly newly-formed local Assemblies 
(in) ten European goal countries. ~~ 
(From his cable received June 29~ 
published in July Balui'i News_) 

This appeal should be deeply and 
prayerfully pondered. Any believer 
who can render any service under 
this call from the Guardian is urged 
to write at once to the European 
Teaching Committee or the Inter
America Teaching Committee. Let 
us neglect no opportunity to win as 
great a victory as possible illlder 
the present Seven Year Plan. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

Baha'i News Mailing . 
In addition to each individual 

believer receiving his copy of 
BahlI.'i News by direct mail, 
each Assembly Secretary will 
receive a copy to file for the As
sembly. 

Enrollments 
Enrollments reponed by Local Spiritual 
Assemblies : 

ALASKA, Anchorage, 1; CALIF., Glen
dale, 1, Los Angeles 1; FLA., St. Aug
llstine, 1; ILL., Chicago, 11, Urbana, 1; 
MASS., Boston, 1; MICH., Detroit, 4, 
Flint. 1; N. J., W. Englewood, 1 PUER· 
TO RICO, San Juan, L 

EnroUrnents reported by Regional 
Tea.c.hing Commitiee: 

CENTRAL STATES 
111., Iowa 1 
Ind. 1 

WESTERN STATES 
So. Calif. 1 
No. Calif., Nev. 1 & 1 Youth. 

SOUTHERN STATES 
E. Division 
Va., W. Va. 1 
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Recommendations from the State 
Conventions, 1949: 

Southern California. 
That the National Spiritual Assembly 

instruct tellers, that in counting ballot'S, 
any ballot with more or fewer than the 
allotted numb-er of delegates, is to be 
invalidated. 

Voiec1 10 turn this over to the state 
convention planning committee. 

Connecticut 
That some interesting ways be de

vised for bringing the attention of the be
lievers to the needs for immediate com
pletion of the Temple.' (Specific sugges
tions were enclosed) 

Voted to record that this was turned 
over to the special Temple fund ca.m
paign commUtee. 

Northern Dlinois 
L That the National Spiritual Assem

bly issue calls during the year for con
sul ta tion meetings such as the State Con
vention. 

Voted &0 record the view that durin£" 
the present emergency period. i& does 
not seem justifiable to call statewide 
consultation meeU.ngs which would 
involve heavy expenditure for travel. 
2. That the Nationa1 Spiritual A-ssem· 

DIy consider some sort of program of col· 
lectible pledge commitment in order to 
help meet the costs of the Temple. 

Voted to record that the NationaJ 
Spiritual Assembly feels ibis speci
fic SIlggesiion ca.nnot be adopted. 
~ mce tbe Guardian has prohibited the 
use of pledges in cOllDectiOD with the 
raising of Baha'j funds. The National 
Sltiriiual Assembly feels that the 
present emergency plan, caUing for 
..i'resolves" on the part of believers. 
~s as far in the direction of tile 
:iDtention of t.bis SUgg-estioD as is pos
:siW.e aDder the iDstructions of the 
Guardian. 

:'Ioifuma . 1 As 1. That the National SplI'itua. sem-
bly exercise great care in selecting C?l!l
:mitieeS by consulting with local SpU'It~ 
nal Assemblies as to capa~le work~rs to 
-serve on National CommIttees WIthout 
hurting the work of ~e local Asse;nbly. 

Voted to record that the Na.1Jonal 
Spiritual Assembly will weJcome sug
gestions for national committee per
smmeJ from the local Spiritual 
Assemblies. . 
2 11tat in drawing up State ConventIOn 

Ag~nda-s, at least 5 hours be allowed for 
consultation so that all the agenda may 
be covered. . 

Voted to tarn this suggestion over to 
the sta.te convention planning com~ 
mittel!!. 

Maine . C ·t That the Regional Teachmg amml -
tee write all groups in the area to spe
cifically ascertain teaching help needed, 
and that the Regional Teaching Com· 
mittee contact personally, isolated be· 
lievers and groups. 

Voied to rec3rd tbat this suggestion 
wID be passed OD to the Regional 
Teaching Committees. 
Voted to write the Area.. NatioDal 
TeacbiDg Committees and ask them 
1.0 consult wit.h their Regional Teach
_ing Committee as 10 ways and means 

for establishing more direct and 
personal contact wjth isolated be
lieve!'s and groups. 

Michigan 
1. That the National Assembly might 

cut mailing costs by avoiding duplicates 
to members 01 one family and accumu
lating messages and sending in one en· 
velope. 

Record that this economy action has 
already been taken and is under way. 

2. That Mr. L. W. Eggleston's plan 
(submitLed to the National Treasurer a 
vear or more ago) to raise $750,000 by be· 
lievers giving up smoking and movies, 
be pub1ished in Bahft'i News. 

Voted to record that tbe National 
Spiritual A.ssembly ca.nnot dictate 
the specific economies and sacrifices 
tha.t. might be undertaken by the be
lievers. 

Minnesota 
That local Spiritual Assemblies send 

letters to inactive members regarding 
the National emergen cy and urging sup· 
port of the Temple Plan. 

This bas been brought to the attention 
of the believers in BaM'i News. Like· 
wise the National Assembly has taken 
a ction to a sk a ssi stance of the local 
Spiritual Assemblies in fulfilling the need 
of the Fund Raising Program. 
Vi:r~a 

1. That in future years copies of Na
tional Committee reports be included 
wi tl;l information and ballots sent to in· 
dividual believers prior to the State Can, 
vention. 

Voted to repnrt tha.t. the National 
Assembly hopes to cut dOWD rna-te
l'iallY on the amount of reported ma
teria] to go to the state cODventions 
and that sucb material will, if pos-

. 'Sible. be published in Baha.'i News 
issued immediat.ely preceding the 
date of the convention. 

Suggestions from the State 
Conventions 

The members of the National As
sembly have been impressed with 
the suggestions contained in the re
ports of the last State Conventions. 
They represent an earnest effort to 
consult creatively about ways and 
means for achieving the goals of 
the Seven Year Plan. While the res
olutions from these conventions are 
reported separately, the NSA voted 
to have a brief selection of sugges
tions presented in Baha'i News. 

Here are some of the suggestions, 
with identification by state. Space 
limitations require that only a few 
be given. 

Southern Calilornia 
Communities should gather to

gether more often to study the lat~ 
est directives in Baha'i NelL'S. 

it is well to do things with people 
and not always have them come to 
hear what we have to say. Work 
with them and they will want to 
work with us and know what we 
think and believe. 

Idaho 
Individual teaching suggestions: 
1. Teach by example. Mirror forth 

the attributes. 
2. Exercise hospitality. This is an 

avenue to find those who are inter~ 
ested. Cordial hospitality has an ef
fect on the outsider. 

3. Give literature. 
4. Don't be dogmatic. Never let 

people feel that we know more than 
they. No superiority. 

Deepening in the F ai th, sugges. 
tions; 

1. Live the life. 
2. Become associated with the 

work of teaching the Faith. 
3. Observe the Fast. Understand 

the laws and purpose of the Fast 
and how we should benefit from 
that phase of the teachings. 

4. The purpose of deepening is so 
that we may demonstrate God's 
Kingdom on earth. 

5. How to deepen and get better 
llilders tanding; 

a. Prayer and meditation 
b. Eliminate non~Baha'i feelings 

from our hearts 
c. Look at all people and all things 

with an unbiased vision. 
d. Keep learning. We are obliged 

to study till the gr ave . 
N oTthern Illinois 

The financial groups in the Tem
ple Plan are not a limit that we 
must set ourselves to. 

For those individuals who can -
do not spread the amount you de
cide upon over a two year period, 
but pay the whole amount at one 
time, and get the work done more 
quickly. 
Maine 

The use of films and visual aids 
for the teaching work of small 
groups and isola ted believers was 
suggested. 
Montana 

Let us avail ourselves of all op
portuni ties to teach; hold prayer 
meetings; conduct classes in inter
ested people's homes if they are con
fined with a family and cannot come 
to Baha'is meetings; meet an in
terested or prospective seeker on his 
OVi,'TI basis first before introducing 
the Faith. 



Western New York 

Local expenditures should be cut 
down, but not local work. A great 
deal can be accomplished simply by 
application of adequate effort and 
time. All frills should be eliminated. 

In the past the Temple work has 
been a great consolidating force for 
the believers. Now the Guardian is 
asking us to complete the interior 
in order to bring this force into ef
fect again and to make the Temple 
the great teaching medium 'Abdu'l
Baha said it would be. 

Teaching is a "grass roots" prop
osition, and each community or 
group should consult prayerfully on 
how local teaching can be contin
ued. Part of the consultation should 
give careful consideration to hereto
fore unused talents and unused ap
proaches to interest and confirm 
new people. 

We should respond to the new sac
rificial Plan as in the case of the 
call for pioneers in 1939; when nine 
were asked for, eighty-one volun
teered. 

Ohio 

Certain. balance must be used. Pull 
ill your belts_ We all need to learn 
to live as simply as the Europeans 
and Latin Americans. Settle down 
and live simply, and give every dol
lar tc the Temple Fund. 

Relief Shipments to 

Baha',s of Vienna 

The American believers are 
informed that no more relief 
packages need be sent to 
Baha'is of the community of 
Vienna. A letter received from 
there indicates that conditions 
in Vienna have improved. 
Bah3.'i international relief is 
still an important service, and 
the friends are advised to send 
their parcels to names and ad
dresses sponsored by the Inter
national Relief Representative, 
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton. Mrs. Ash
ton maintains an up to date list 
of believers in relief countries 
of Europe and is in touch with 
the various organizations like 
CAR E, who ship food a broad. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSElYIBLY 
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Score to Date - July 20, 1949 
on Response to the Telllple Fund 

Esti.rn.ated. 
Group Number for 2. years 

$400 140 .............. S112,000.00 
$100 488 . _ ..... _ . _ .... _ ............ $ 97,600,00 
$ 25 
*Special 

480 ................. _ .. __ . _ .. _ .. $ 24,000,00 
784 ........................ _ .... $195,912.31 

Totals 
Received 

1892 ............................. $429,512,31 
against above resolves ......... , ... $186,863,35 

:tAll resolves not falling in other three categories. 
Many friends have asked if they could send in their next year's 
resolve now. This would be very helpful. 

Contributions from Assemblies 
for the Month of Jnne, 1949 
Arizona-North Phoenix, Phoenix, Tue-

'Son; Arunsas-Eureka Springs, Little 
Rock; Ca.1iforni,a-Alhambra, Berkeley, 
Beverly Hills, Burbank. Burlingame, 
Carmel. EI Mc.nte Twp., Escondido Twp., 
Fresno, Glendale. Glendale TwP., Ingle
wood, Long Beach. Los Angeles, Mon
rovia, Monrovia Twp., Oakland, Ocean
side, Palo Alto, San Bernardino, San 
Francisco, Santa Barbara, South Gate. 

CoIorado--Colorado Springs, Denver; 
Connecticut-New Haven., Greenwich; 
Delaware-Wilmington; Disl. of Colum
bia-Washington; Florida,.-Jacuonville, 
Miami, St. Augustine; Georgia-Atlanta, 
Augusta: Hawaii-Honolulu. Maw.ldaho: 
-Ada County, Boise; Dlinois-Batavia. 
Champaign, Chicago, Danville, Elm· 
hurst. Evanston, Maywood, Oak Park, 
Peoria, Phoenix (Harvey}, Springfield, 
Urbana, Wilmette. Winnetka. 

lDdiana-Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend; lowa-Cedar Rapids, Water
loo; K.aDSas.-Topeka; Louisiana. New 
Orleans; Maine-Eliot, Portland; Mary
land-Baltimore; Massachuset.ts-Bever
ly, Boston. Broo:.tline, Springfield, Wor
cester; Michigan-Ann Arbor, Battle 
Creek, Detroit, Flint, Grand Rapids. 
Lansing, Muskegon, Roseville Minnesota 
-Duluth, Minenapolis, St. Paul; Missls· 
sippi-Jackson. 

Missouri-Independence, Kansa5 City, 
St. Louis; Montana-Butte, Helena,.Great 
F aUs; N ebraska-Macy, Omaha: Nevada. 
-Reno: New Jersey-Bergenfield, Du
mont, East Orange, Englewood, J"ersey 
City, Montclair, Red Bank, Newark. 
Ridgewood, Teaneck; New Mexico-Al
buquerque; New York-Binghamton, Buf
falo, Geneva. Jamestown, New York. Ro
chester, Syracust:!, Yonkers; North Da..
kota-Fargo; 

Ohio-Cleveland, Dayton, Columbus, 
Lima, Toledo; Oregon-Portland; Penn· 
sylvania - Pi::Iiladelphia, Pittsburgh,. 
Scran!0n, West Chester: Rhode Island
Providence; South carolina-Columbia, 
Greenville; South Dakota-Sioux Falls; 
Tennessee-Memphis; Texas--Houston, 
San Antonio; Ubh-Salt Lake City; Ver
mont - Brattleboro; Virginia - Alexan-

~ TREASL"RER 

dria, Arlington: Wasbington-Kirkland, 
Marysville, Monroe, Richmond High
lands, Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma; Wis
consin-Kenosha, Racine, Madison, Mil
waukee, Shorewood, Somers Twp., Wau
watos8.; Wyominl!-Laramie. 
Total number of assemblies ....... 1'74 
Assemblies contributing-June ...... 1. 
Assemblies not contributing-J"Wle .... %5 
Groups contributing .. _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 46 
Individuals contributing ......... ,.,., 76 
Special contribution from the Baha'is 

of Montevideo 

Library Books 
The National Library Committee 

has a small budget for book dona
tions this year which should supply 
a total of around twenty-five librar
ies with one or two basic books. It 
is essential that library requests be 
given careful consideration in terms 
of local demand for Baha'i books 
and continued circulation. There
fore, it would be best if all requests 
are sent in after consultation with 
your Regional Teaching Com
mittees, who are in a position to 
judge where Baha'i books will have 
the greatest teaching value. We 
should like to stress the fact that 
Baha'i books are accessible to 
every sincere seeker throughout the 
country by using the established 
routine of asking local librarians to 
obtain Baha'i literature from the 
State Library, Library Extension 
Committee, State University or 
from the large Public Library sys
tems in leading cities. Our chief con
cern is to provide every small com
munity with some basic literature 
which will lead seekers to further 
research from the above sources. 

-NATIONAL LIBRARY COMMITTEE 



6 AUGUST, 1949 

Around the Bah:n World 
AUSTRALIA; NEW ZEALAND 

The New Zealand believers have 
reached the beginning of a stage of 
expansion, with Auckland as the cen
ter from which teaching activities 
emanate. 

The Regional Teaching Committee 
and the Summer School Committee 
are both located at Auckland~ and 
speakers go out from that commu
nity almost_ weekly to an parts of 
the North Island to groups and iso
lated Baha'is, 

The New Zealand believers have 
received magnificent responses 
from their extensive advertisements 
in the North and South Island news
papers. Many people, according to 
.a recent report, are ready to be
come believers just from reading 
and correspondence_ 

Three of the correspondents atten
ded the summer school session just 
concluded at Auckland, and were so 
impressed that they want to lay the 
grotmdwork for future public meet
ings in their localities. 

Manuchihr Ala'i, who is' a fifth 
generation Bahil.'i, is the first Per
sian visitor to New Zealand. He is 
studying agriculture in one of the 
universities. 

The Sidney Youth -were particu
larly glad to meet Mr. Manuchihr, 
who was an inspiration to all who 
met him on Baha'i World Youth-Day. 

The coming of Mr. Manuchihr to 
New Zealand has created unusual 
publicity for the Faith in that coun
try. The young Iranian attends 
Auckland Youth Group activities 
regular:y, although he lives about 
24 miles from the town. 

The ~ielbourne Baha'i Youth 
Group conducts weekly study meet
ings in the friendly atmosphere of 
a Baha'i home, and reports much 
interest :in the Faith among young 
people of the town. 

An address, with pictures of the 
Temple, given by Stanley Bolton, 
Jr., was attended by an enthusiastic 
group of 24 young people, only four 
of whom were Baha'is. 

In Sidney, the Youth are printing 
a local news sheet for members, 
and have drawn up a- six-month pro
gram of lectul'es based upon the 
theme, "Comparative Religion", 
Judaism, Moslem, Catholic, Jeho
vah's Witness, Oxford Group, and 
Theosophist speakers are being in
vited to lecture on their religions. 

300 Attend Annual Souvenir 
Commemorating the first Unity 

Feast at which 'Abdu'l-Baha was 
Host in America, more than 300 be
lievers and their friends gathered 
June 29 at the West Englewood, N,J, 
Baha'i Center grounds to observe the 
37th Annual Souvenir of the Master's 
visit there. 

The occasion was one of national 
significance due to the' words of 
'Abdu'l-Baha given there on June 29. 
1912: 

"This is a delightful gathering ... 
This assembly has a name and signi
ficance which will last forever. Hun
dreds of thousands of meetings shall 
be held to commemorate this occa
sion and the very words I speak to 
you today shall be repeated in them 
for ages to come ... " 

Activity began at 10 a.m. with an 
Area Teaching Committee confer
ence until noon, after which picnic 
lunches and a social time were en
joyed until the program began 
a t three 0' clock 

The formal part of the program 
consisted of "Prayer and Greet
jngs", Bernard B. Gottlieb, chair
man; piano solos, Gertrude Rennert; 
Vocal selections, Rhoda Marilyn 
Spencer; reading of the address giv
en by • Abdu'l-Baha at the original 

Exterior aDd interior views of what was on<:e the Fori of Sbaykh Tabars( in Mizinda.ra.n. Ira.n. It was here that the "liO&
hearted MuUa. Bna Husayn" sacrificed bis life for the World Order of Baha.'u'lh\h. The tomb of Shaykh Tabarsi is shown ~ 
the inkrior view. The bnilding in the center remains from those days of heroism in 1849. This property is Dot owDed by Barul!ls. 



Unity Feast, Agnes Tichenor; "The 
Covenant", George W. Goodman; 
~'The Center of The Covenant-Sta
tion and Personality", Marzieh Gail; 
'~Closing Prayer", chairman; and 
service in the Pine Grove, Amy G. 
Raubitschek. 

"Such gatherings as this", de
clared 'Abdu'l-Baha at the first feast 
in the fellowship of world amity and 
cooperation, ';have no likeness or 
equal in the world of mankind where 
people are drawn together by physi
cal motives or in furtherance of ma
terial interests, for this meeting is a 
prototype of that inner and complete 
spiritua1 association in the eternal 
world of being." 

Second European Conference 
The Guardian has instructed the 

European Teaching Committee to 
hold a conference in one or another 
of our goal countries every year dur
ing the remainder of this Seven Year 
Plan. The historical First Conference 
was held in Geneva, Switzerland, in 
1948. This year's Conference is to be 
in Brussels, Belgium, from August 5 
through 7. 

The Brussels community is a 
strong and active One and they have 
executed the arrangements and de
tails connected with the Conference 
in a most efficient malU1er. There 
will be present Baha'is 'from all of 
our goal countries and in addition, 
some of the friends from France, 
Great Britain, Germany and trim. 
M:r. John Robarts, Chairman of the 
NSA of Canada, will also attend 
and he is to be one of the two spe ak
ers at the public meeting held in 
connection with the Conference. 
Mlle. Lucienne Migette is to be the 
other speaker. Letters of great en
thusiasm have been coming to the 
E.T,C. from the Baha'is in Europe 
expressing their anticipation and 
pleasure at being able to be present 
in Brussels and this Conference is 
certainly to be a very happy and in
spiring experience for all who are 
able to attend. 

Mrs. Anna Kunz of Urbana, Illi
nois, who has spent the past two 
years doing splendid pioneer work in 
Bern, Switzerland, has just returned 
home. Mr. Mason Remey has recent
ly sailed for Europe where he will 
visit aL of our goal countries and 
will also attend the Brussels Confer
ence. 

-EUROPEAN TEACHING COMMITTEE 
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Indiyidual Contacting aud Teaching 
(Remarks of Winston Eva.ns. taken from the Convention Record) 

The crisis in the Temple fund re
veals a weakness which has existed 
for some time in the Cause. We have 
the greatest story in the world to 
tell and we don't tell it, at least, not 
enough of us. The Guardian has said 
the healing message of Baha'u'IUl.h 
must be brought to the attention of 
the masses in this, their hour of 
greatest misery, confusion, and need. 
There is no time to lose. 0; The 
hour is ripe for the proclamation 
without fear, without reserve, with
out hesitation, of the one message 
which can extricate humanity from 
the morass into which it is steadily 
sinking.' , 

I have often wondered why we 
don't tell the story more often than 
we do. I think there are two rea
sons. When we first come into the 
Cause with a burst of enthusiasm, 
we immediately tell all our friends, 
and very little happens. We get dis
couraged. And then, the old law of 
habit begins to operate. The longer 
\\Te go without giving the message, 
the more difficult it is to give the 
message; the more often we tell the 
story, the easier it is to tell the story. 

I think the greatest danger that we 
have today, and one that the Guard
ian has tried to protect us from, is 
the sleeping sickness. You know, 
Baha'u'llah said the people of the 
world are wrapped in a strange 
sleep,A lot of people are trying to 
sleep through this difficult period. 
Our job is to wake them up. The 
Guardian has been trying to keep us 
awake with these dynamic mes
sages, but often we wake up only to 
tUTn over and go back to sleep. 

How can we give the message? 
How can we reach more people? Ob
viously, if we are going to pay for 
this Temple in the next two years 
we have got to get more believers. 
We can't get more believers unless 
we get more inquirers, and we can't 
get more inquirers unless we make 
more contacts. There are two very 
simple questions that we can put to 
most anyone which will lead to an 
interview. "May I give you a mes~ 
sage of hope?" It is very easy to get 
people started on discussing the cur
rent issues of the day. 

Then there are three books which 
have appeared which are sold in the 
millions, tVifO by Lloyd Douglas, The 
Robe~ The Big Fisherman~ and now, 

The Greatest Story by Fulton Ours
ler. A million have read those books. 
It is very easy to ask someone, 
"Have you read one of these 
books?" And if they reply that they 
have, then it is easy to follow up 
with something like this - "May I 
tell you the greatest story that is 
being told in the world today?" And 
then I think Martha Root gives us 
the clue. She says, "Make an occa
sion of giving the message." We 
have something priceless to give. We 
don't want to give it in a careless 
manner. 

Where we have a chance to make 
a definite date, I don't tell them any
thing at first except to say that we 
have the greatest story that is being 
told in the world today, or some
thing like that. Then, when we get 
this interview and make a special 
occasion of giving the message, I 
think it is wise not to shoot too soon. 
"Don't shoot tmtil you see the white 
of their eyes. H It is best to soften 
them up a bit, I think, with quota
tions from some outstanding periodi
calor leade·r. The Christian Cen
tUTY has opened many doors for me. 
It softened up a lot of people. There 
is one editorial which I might quote 
in part: 

"By sacrificing principles, all of 
us may be engulfed in an atomic 
holocaust. Today we stand cynical 
and resigned, without peace, without 
honor. We stand helpless in the face 
of ever-mounting disaster to regain 
control of our destiny. In a world 
where we exercise preponderant 
power, civilization is sliding towards 
the abyss and we refuse to stop it. 
So, leaderless and morally bankrupt, 
we are drifting' towards disaster." 

Then the writer tries to end up on 
a more positive note by saying, 
"The highest duty which the church 
can render the nation today is to call 
to Almighty God in prayer that He 
will send a leader or leaders who 
will gulde our thoughts in wholly 
new directions, and we will pray 
night ~md day that when that leader
ship appears, we will have the cour
age to follow him and not crucify 
him." 

I have found that that is a perfect 
opening. The Chairman asks that I 
mention something of an interview 
I had with the writer of that article. 
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I went in and, as soon as we ex~ 

changed greetings, I began to quote 
this editorial and another one. He 
sat back and he said, "Well, this is 
a new experience. I have never had 
anyone come in here and quote my 
own stuff," He said, "Who are you, 
anyway." I didn't tell him. But hI'" 
relaxed and began to say, "Well, 
Mr. Evans, in my position here I get 
so discouraged sometimes." 

I let him talk for a few minutes 
and then I said, "Doctor. may I give 
you a message of hope?" 

I think the time has come when 
the Guardian has been stressing the 
fact that we must give a bolder proc
Jamation. I think the time has come 
for us to take the offensive. Too often 
we have been on the defensive. The 
Christian leaders are very vulner
able at the moment. Our technique, 
I think, will work with 85 per cent of 
the Christian leaders and works 
much easier, of course, with their 
followers. Too often we have just 
taken it for granted that everybody 
has been prepared for the Baha'i 
message, that the peoples of the 
world have been expecting the Prom
ised One or the so-called return, That 
is simply not the case, with the ex
ception of perhaps 10 or 15 per cent 
of the Christian world. Those peo
ple are known as fundamentalists. 

Your great liberal Christian lead
ers, like Dr, Fosdick and E. Stanley 
Jones, all these people, have noth~ 
ing to say on this subject. So, in 
talking with these leaders, or any 
Christian, for example, it is very 
easy. They won't argue with you if 
you say the Christian world is badly 
confused today. So I try to point out 
that only an enlightened and sincere 
reading of what the Bible has to say 
about these latter days will help the 
average Christian understand the 
period in which we are living. But 
unfortunately the only branch of 
Christendom that seems to attach 
more importance to this subject is 
the fundamentalist branch. All the 
others have nothing to say except 
that it is unimportant. Therefore, we 
have a condition of the blind lead
ing the blind. 

To drive the point home, to show 
you what a wholly illltenable position 
most of the Christian leaders are in 
today. if you ask them to go back 
to these books I mentioned, I think 
that Lloyd Douglas and Fulton Ours-
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ler have been responsible for pre
paring millions for the Baha~j story. 
A great many people are thinking 
about what actually happened 2,000 
years ago, the conditions that pre
vailed then, how the story of Christ 
was received. The majority of the 
Christians don't believe in prophe
cies or these promises in the Bible. 
So I always ask them if the coming 
of Christ was foretold in the Old 
Testament. A former President of 
the Chicago Theological College 
would not admit to me the coming of 
Jesus was foretold in the Old Testa
ment. To do that would be tanta
mount to a belief in prophecy. Well, 
if one set of prophecies could be 
fulfilled, one would have to admit 
the possibility of these latter nay 
prophecies being fulfilled. 

So, the reason I mention this: 
when we tell our story with great 
love and enthusiasm, the natural' 
question for the average Christian 
is, "Well. what does Dr. So and So 
think of this? Why haven~t our spir
itual leaders told us about the story 
if it is so important?" So we have 
just pointed out that they couldn't go 
along with the fundamentalists: 
they know the fWlda mentalists are 
wrong and they are not at all sure 
about their own position. They are 
sure the fundamentalists are wrong 

and bit by bit through the years they 
have been forced into the pOSition 
\vhere they have to ignore the whole 
subject. 

After telling our story with as 
much enthusiasm as possible, he in
variably asks, not what our Chris
tian leaders have to say, but what 
have our great educators had to say? 
"Can you give us some report from 
someone who can speak with author
ity?" And there, with the many 
expressions regarding our Baha'i 
Faith, why, we can meet any situ
ation. 

The one thing about the Baha'i 
story is where our Chairman spoke 
in a southern college many years 
ago and, after her talk, the Presi
dent got up and said, "This Baha'i 
story is tmanswerable." And it is. 
There is no question that comes up 
that we can't meet. 

Just to give them a quotation from 
a leader, it always seems to silence 
them for the time being when we 
quote from Dr. Jowett, what Dr. 
Jowett had to say to Prof. Law
rence Campbell, "This Baha'i Faith 
is the greatest light since the time 
of Jesus Christ. You must watch it 
and never let it out of your sight. It 
is too great and too new for our age 
to comprehend. The future alone 
will reveal its import." 

Spiritual Assemb1y of the Baha'is of Boise. Idaho. incorporated February 12. IM8. 
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A Summary of Some Key Points on Contacting 
Recorded at the 1949 Convention 

1. Form the habit of giving the message. Make it a 
habit. 

2. Make an occasion of it. Claim that it is the greatest 
story. 

3. Build it by a softening period of indirect quotations, 
using such periodicals as the Christian Century, and 
books. 

4. Take the offensive, Don't wait for the other fellow. 
5. Use the Bible approach in fulfillment of the prophecy 

with Christian peoples. 
6. Use quotations of leaders-at-large in educational 

fields. 
7. Minister to the individual needs in your conversa

tions. 
8. Use your own austerity and emphasis to meet people 

on a common level, 
9. Use your daily selling capacities. 
10. Slip pamphlets into your mail over a long period of 

time and watch for the results in your communities. 
11. Speak or write of the Temple because of its natural 

a ttra etian. 
12. Realize that humility also attracts the power of 

God. Do not have a false humility. 
13. Be willing to turn over your contacts to those able to 

carry them in the teaching field, if your chief power does 
not lie in classwork. 

14. Develop the technique of appreciation and inject it 
into all your relationships. 

15. Contact organizations. 
16. Get permission to place literature on the tables of 

other groups when it is related and helpful. 
17. Use radio presentations with friendly organizations. 
18. Participation on other platforms, ready-made. 
19. Attend forums and general meetings, watching for 

contacts and ready people. 

20. Offer really good speakers and help organize joint 
meetings. 

21. Use World Affairs Week or other timely opportuni
ties for publicity and meetings. 

22. Revise your thinking to include contacting in your 
reactions all of the time. 

23. Let your outside friends help you more. Use the 
opportunities they give you. 

24. Make use of the advantages of free newspaper 
notices. 

25. Repeat your publicity constantly. 
26. Never give the entire Faith in one sitting with any 

individual. 
27. Call on those who reply to your advertising but do 

it in a delicate way. 
28. Use placards to catch the eye. Post them in li

braries with additional material for stimulating attend
ance at meetings. 

29. Use bulletin boards in public meeting places. 
30. Put literature on the tables of your meetings for 

greater contact. 
31. Headline your appeals under such subjects as: 

Happiness-Peace--and Why Pray? 
32.- Send copies of all Baha'i events to newspapers 

widely. 
33. Use group action for big things and aim at big 

people and big organizations. 
34. Use dinners as a basis for fraternal contact, pos

sibly selling dinner tickets to all who attend. 
35. Put your emphasis on religion as the present day 

opening wedge. 
36. Adopt a plan-for example, 1,000 people to resolve 

to tell a story once a month, another 1,000 to tell the 
story at least once a week, and I say 6,000 can tell it once 
a day. 

BahA'i News is published by the 
Nationa.l Spiritual Anembly of the 
Baha'is of tbe United Staies as the 
otIlclal news .... etter .f the Baha'i 
Community. 

Edited for the National Spiritual 
Assembly by Bab8.'i News Editor~ 
lat CommIUee: Mrs. Roberta 
Christla.n, chairman,. Mr, Richard 
Nolen, Mr. Gordon A. Fraser, 
Editorial omce: Mrs. Roberta 
Clu'is1i.a.D, 1001 Wesi Genesee SL, 
Lansing, 'Mich. 

Gravestone of Mrs. H. Emogene Boan at Charleston. S. C. designed and placed 

by Charles Mason Remey. 

Please report changes or address 
and oUter matters peria.:In:ing to 
distributioD to the Baha'i National 
Oft'lce, 536 Sheridan Road, W"d· 
mette, Dlinois. 
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Annual Reports 
Baha!i Trustees 

1948 ·1949 
For the information of the newer 

believers, it is pointed out that each 
of the seven national Baha'i proper
ties now existing in the United States 
is held by trustees for the benefit of 
the National Spiritual Assembly. All 
these properties come under national 
Baha'i ownership and control by vir
tue of a gift recorded in the form of 
a deed of trust. 

All seven indentures are identical 
in form and purpose, but each trus
teeship operates as a separate legal 
entity. The nine persons serving as 
trustees under the seven indentures 
are the nine persons elected as mem
bers of the National Spiritual Assem
bly at the successive Annual Conven
tions. 

The following brief annual reports 
list the dates when the Indentures 
of Trust were recorded and the 
names of the individuals or bodies 
by whom the deeds were executed. 
The new friends will note with great 
interest that the property in Malden, 
Massachusetts, was deeded to Baha'i 
Trustees by the Guardian. The pre~ 
vious owner. :Mrs. Maria P. Wilson, 
left it in her will to the Guardian, 
and the Guardian transferred it to 
the Trustees. This particular prop~ 
erty is significant because of the fact 
that the Master remained in the Wil
SOn home several days for rest dur· 
ingHis journey through the United 
States and Canada in 1912. 

Temple Trustees 
(Executed by Baha'I Temple Unity) 

Indenture recorded November 13, 
1928, in office of County Clerk, Cook 
County 1 Illinois, in Book 26427, page 
586 .. 

Maintenance Committee: Robert 
S. Hammond? Chairman, Clarence 
Ullrich, Secretary, Lloyd Robinson, 
Leroy Ioas. Repair and maintenance 
items: repair of decks of main story 
and first gallery. Repair of glass in 
dome deferred, may cost $20,000. 
$20,000 estimated for cost of Hde
ferred maintenance" i terns required 
before construction work begins. 

Mr. Stewart has moved to 121 Lin
den Avenue and 112 Linden is used 
for Treasurer's office, Secretarial 
office and National committees. 

Mrs. Amelia Collins has deeded the 
house at 121 Linden Avenue to the 
Trustees. This is now tax exempt. 

Insurance matters formerly super
vised by Mr. Latimer transferred to 
Mr. Sprague and a new schedule of 
insurance has been adopted. 

Rugs inspected and found in good 
condition. To be stored during the 
period of construction. 

All Temple drawings being cata
loged by a speCial committee. 

The National office, 536 Sheridan 
Road, has been painted inside by the 
caretakers. 

Green Acre Trustees 
(Executed by Green Acre 

Fellowship) 
Indenture recorded January 1, 1930 

in Registry of Deeds, York County, 
Maine, in Book 813, page 366. 

Superintendent of Properties and 
Grounds: Emanuel Reimer. No 
Maintenance Committee appointed, 

A Committee of the Trustees act
ing with Mr. Reimer examined all 
the properties, and reported recom
mendations on repairs. Mrs. Flora 
Valentine was invited to spend a 
week at Green Acre as guest of the 
Trustees. Mr. Reimer managed the 
dormitory and dining room in 1948. 

A special committee was appoint~ 
ed in September to study how addi· 
tional resources of income can be 
developed, through rentals during 
seasons Green Acre is not open. 

$1200 authorized for painting Fel
lowship House and Ole Bull Cottage. 

The Rives Cottage was leased to 
Rinaldo Quigley for a period of five 
years. 

The Eliot Assembly was author
ized to use Fellowship House for 
public meetings and other Baha'i so
cial gatherings. 

Consideration given to possi
ble sale of Thompson and Atkinson 
cottages and Fellowship House. 
Total accommodations in all build
ings 198 persons. 

Effort is being made to have Green 
Acre property tax exempt. 

After the National Spiritual As
sembly suspended the Schools, the 
Trustees decided to try and rent Ole 
Bull C<Jttage, Lucas Cottage, Thomp
son Cottage, Fellowship House. At
kinson Cottage, Arts and Crafts Stu
dio. 

The Superintendent of Bnildings 
and Grounds has found work locally 
which makes him self-supporting, 
with free use of the cottage. 

A new schedule of insurance has 
been adopted. 

Mrs. Villa Vaughn deeded her cot
tage in Eliot to the Trustees and this 
has been recorded in the County 
Registry of Deeds. 

The Trustees have received from 
local real estate agents a schedule 
of rentals which represent fair val
ues on the following properties, if 
tenants can be found; 

Fellowship House $750.00 to $1,000 
Atkjnson Cottage 200.00 to 275 
Thompson Cottage 200.00 to 325 
Ole Bull Cottage 500.00 to 600 
Lucas Studio 200.00 to 
Arts and Crafts Studio 100.00 to 200 
The Treasurer has been authorized 

to procure the best possible rentals 
through local agents. 

An offer to purchase the Ball Cot
tage, now rented, which Mr. Schop
£locher gave to Green Acre some 
years ago has been received, but the 
Trustees are unwilling to sell. 

Wilhelm Trustees 
(Executed by Roy C. Wilhelm) 

Inden lure recorded March 12, 1935 
in office of the County Clerk, Bergen 
County. New Jersey, in Book 1.953, 
page 590. 

Ma'intenance Committee: - Curtis 
Kelsey, Amy Raubitschek, Roy Wil
helm, Walter Goodfellow. 

Mr, Norman Smith has been given 
living quarters in this property in 
exchange for the assistance he can 
render the caretaker1 Mr. Goodfel
low. 

A budget of $1,000 was allocated 
last year for repairs and mainte~ 

nance items. 
It has been decided to rent the 

Wilhelm residence and the care
taker's cottage, with Mr. Wilhelm's 
approvaL 

Mr. William de Forge studied this 
rental possibility. About $1900 esti
mated for cost of getting the two 
houses into proper rental condition. 
He has been authorized to rent the 
property and to place it in good rent
able condition, and the Treasurer 
has received authority to take what
ever action is necessary to facilitate 
the renting. 

Wilson Trustees 
(Executed by Shoghi Effendi) 

Indenture recorded September 27, 
1935 in Middlesex Registry of Deeds, 
Middlesex ColUlty, Mass., Southern 
District, in Book 5962, page 399. 

Mrs. Helen LaVey has performed 
the service of a Maintenance Com
mittee. 



The Malden House has been rented 
for some years. Received .in very 
bad condition it has gradually been 
improved as funds were available. 

The principal business this year 
was to evict an undesirable tenant, 
invest enough in repairs to make the 
rental income larger, and find the 
right tenant. 

About $1000 was spent in renovat
ing the house in 1948 and 1949. 

A new tenant has been found for 
the house. 

Bosch Trustees 
(Executed by 

Mr. and Mrs. John Bosch) 
Identure recorded November 25, 

1935, in office of COWlty Recorder. 
Sonoma County, California, in Book 
397, page 20. 

Maintenance Committee: - Ted 
Groger (deceased), Fred Babo, Al
fred Zahl, Mrs. Louise Bosch, L. 
Wyatt Cooper, Rex Collision, John 
Allen, Tom Lisota, Anthony Seta, 
Harmon Jones, Ray Bracket, Rich
ard Groger, Louis Bourget, Edith 
Rowland, Winifred Bennell, Thomas 
Yates. 

The Maintenance Committee was 
authorized to open a bank account 
for payment of expenses of maintain
ing the property. Receipts from 
School room and board to be de
posited in this account. 

The total operating profit for the 
1948 season would amount to $1263.12 
except for repair items costing 
$682.03. 

The Maintenance Committee has 
been requested to report a schedule 
of fixed expenses, essential repairs 
and possible sources of income 
through rental. 

Due to suspension of the School 
activities, the local bank accoWlt has 
not been opened. 

The Treasurer has been authorized 
to rent the properties if tenants can 
be found. 

Mathews Trustees 
(Executed by Loulie Albee Mathews) 

Indenture recorded October 30, 
1939 in Registry of Deeds, El Paso 
COWlty, Colorado, in Book 976, page 
307. 

Mrs. Mathews retains life interest 
in the School property. She main
tains the property without cost to the 
Trustees. The School program itself 
is conducted by a School Committee 
appointed by the National Spiritual 
Assembly, but housing and meals 
are arranged by Mrs. Mathews 
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through her 0\V!l selection of associ
ates and staff. Mr. Harry Ford is 
the executive in charge of the School 
property for her at present. 

Eggleston Trustees 
(Executed by 

Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Eggeston) 
Indenture recorded August 1, 1947, 

in Registry Office of Genesee COlUl
ty, Michigan, in Book 998, pages 596-
604. 

The Louhelen School property was 
donated to the Cause in 1947, with 
the exception of the Eggleston fam
ily residence and a piece of land 
around it. The residence was pur
chased by the Trustees for S15,ooO, 
in cash and $5,000 on a note. 
The cash was raised by a" mortgage. 

Approximate valuation recorded in 
January, 1948 came to a total 
of $54,250. 

Maintenance Committee: Edwin 
Eardley, Mrs. Eardley, Stanley Bag
ley. Clinton Wideman, Oscar Ketels, 
Sr., J. Murdoch Eaton, Mrs. Etty 
Graefe, Gerald Horne, Earl Herider. 

Latin American News 
Especial consideration is being 

given at present by the Inter-Amer
ica Committee and the National 
(Territorial) Committees of Latin 
America to the development of plans 
and projects for carrying out the in
structions given by the Guardian in 
"The Challenging Requirements of 
the Present Hour" to the Latin 
American believers. Certain goals 
will be fixed upon in the light 
of these instructions to be achieved 
before the formation of the two new 
National Spiritual Assemblies in 
1951. To insure the closest possible 
collaboration between the Inter
America Committee and the Na
tional Committees in evolving these 
plans, the Inter-America Committee 
is sending its Chairman, Mr. Edwin 
Mattoon, on a long trip through La
tin America. 

His first stop will be Mexico City, 
where he will arrive on July 9 to 
confer with the Reviewing and Pub
lishing Committee of the Central re
gion. Then San Salvador, to confer 
with the Central American Bulletin 
Committee, and on to Panama for 
several days of conferences with 
the Central American National 
Teaching Committee and a cansnlta
tion with the Central American Dis
tributing Committee. Next principal 
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The major item of maintenance 
work this year was installation of 
septic tank and tile connections. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Kete1s were 
placed in charge of the School regis
trations and the housing and mails. 

Mrs. Etty Graefe was requested to 
serve as Maintenance Manager in 
1949, but suspension of School oper
ations made it necessary to with
draw this appointment. 

About $1,000 has been spent on 
equipment and repairs. 

The School income for 1948 was 
$4,671.11, the expenses $4,477.41. 

Philip Sprague, with the assistance 
of Mr. and Mrs. Eggleston, secured 
tax exemption of the School property 
from the Civil authorites. 

Since the suspension of the School 
program, the Trustees have asked 
the Maintenance Committee to re
port on the possibility of renting the 
Eggleston house. The Treasurer has 
been given authority to take what
ever action is necessary to facilitate 
the renting of the property. 

stop is Lima, Peru, where our Chair
man will confer with the South 
American National Teaching Com
mittee. Afterwards he will proceed 
to Santiago, Chile, where the South 
American Spanish Publishing, Radio, 
and Bulletin Committees are lo
cated. From there he will go to 
Buenos Aires to arrange with the 
former Publishing Committee there 
the final disposal of books and prop
erty on hand. Sao Paulo. Brazil, seat 
of the Portuguese Publishing· Com
mittee, will be Mr." Mattoon's last 
principal stop on his journey, though 
he will stop briefly in other cities en 
route home. 

The launching of intensive teach
er~training courses in the various 
countries is a paramount objective 
of our Chairman'S consultations with 
the National Teaching Committees. 
An expanded teaching program will 
require many more teachers and 
these must be developed from the 
r auks of the La tin believers. The 
South American National Teaching 
Committee, realizing this need, has 
alre"ady outlined such a course, and 
it is being given during July and 
August in Lima, under the auspices 
of the Regional Teaching Committee 
of Peru, in collaboration with the 
Local Spiritual Assembly. 

Our newest Latin American pia-
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neer, Miss Mary Binda. has left Bo
livia and is stopping several weeks 
in Lima on her way to Venezuela, 
to rest and improve her health in 
Lima's low altitude. While there, she 
is assisting the South American Na
tional Teaching Committee. 

Robert Miessler, young pioneer of 
Sao Paulo. Brazil, has decided to re
main in Latin America rather than 
return to the United States for a col
lege education, in accordance with 
advice which he has received from 
the Guardian. Bob is now in Chile 
and will proceed soon to Peru. He 
has had the good fortune of 0 btain
ing employment that carries him 
through a number of countries in 
South America and permits him to 
serve the Cause on the side. 

-INTER-AMERICA COMMI'lTEE 

The Baha'i World, Vol. VI 
This biennial international record 

of the Baha'i Community, a volume 
of 771 pages and two supplementary 
maps, deals with the events of the 
years 1934-1936, 

Its first Frontispiece is a reproduc
tion of a photograph of 'Abdu'I-Baha 
selected by the Guardian. This is the 
picture which Shoghi Effendi sent to 
America for presentation at an An
nual Convention. The second Frontis· 
piece illustrates the Temple after 
completion of the exterior ornamen
tation of the dome and clerestory. 
The third Frontispiece is a Persian 
translation of the appreciation writ
ten by Dowage'r Queen Marie of Ru
mania. This faces the fourth Fron
tispiece, a reproduction in color of 
the appreciation as written in Queen 
Marie's own hand. with her signa
ture: "Marie, 1936!' 

In Part One we find a statement 
on the Aims and Purposes of the 
F ai th, a survey of Baha'i Activities 
in the East and West, and excerpts 
from Baha'i Sacred WritingS. 

Part Two contains statements and 
documents pertaining to the World 
Order of Baha'u'llw, to the institu
tion of the Ma@riqu'l-Adhkilr, to the 
Baha'i Calendar and Festivals, to 
Youth activities throughout the 
Baha'i World, a section On Plays and 
Pageants, references to the Faith 
made by a large number of represen
tative men and women of our time, 
and In Memoriam statements on 
leading believers who had recently 
entered the Kingdom. 

Part Three contains the current in-
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ternational Baha'i directory, and bib
liography. 

In Part Four the Guardian made 
a selection of articles by Baha'is 
and non-Baha'is. Among the latter 
we find Prof. Raymond Frank 
Pi per and Renwick J. G. Millar. 
These selections are followed by 
Song Offerings. (poems by Baha'is), 
Echoes from the Spheres (music by 
Baha'fs). a map of fran and of the 
United States showing their respec
tive Baha'i Centers. 

In Part Two there are documents 
concerning the Corporate status of 
six National Spiritual Assemblies, 
and of fourteen local Assemblies, in 
several different countries; certifi
cate of the Palestine Government in
corporating the Palestine Branch of 
the American NSA; Trade Mark 
Certificates, Marriage Certificates 
Divorce Certificates, the excerpt~ 
from Baha'i Laws submitted by the 
NSA of Egypt to the civil govern
ment; the Farman issued by the Sul
tan banishing Baha.'u'llah to 'Akka' 
Resolution presented to President 
Roosevelt by the American NSA' 
maps showing Travels of the Baht 
Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha; and 
reproduction of the Master's Tablet 
addressed by 'Abdu 'I-Baha to the 
HHouse of Justice" in Chicago. 

The Baha'i Bibliography in Part 
Three lists the titles of works pub
lished in thirty..,ight different lan
guages, and in Braille. 

Martha Root, in Part Four, has six 
different articles: on President 
Benes of Czechoslovakia; Queen Ma
rie of Rumania, King Haakon of Nor
way, on Denmark's Oriental Scholar, 
Prof. Arthur Christensen, on the Soul 
of Iceland, and on Russia '5 Cultural 
Contribution to the Faith. The late 
Lidja Zamenhof contributed an arti
cle in Esperanto on the "Baha'i Phil· 
osophy." 

Copies of Vol. VI can still be ob
tained from the Publishing Commit
tee. Price, $3.00, postpaid. 

In MelllOriam 
Miss Clara M. Meggett, Worcester, Mass. 

May 20, 1949. 
Mrs, Florence J. Bosse, Elizabeth, N . .J. 

March, 1949. 
Miss Louise Drake Wright, Brookline, 

Mass. July 2, 1949. 
Mrs. Henry Luehr. Waterbury, Nebr. 

June 6, 1949. 
Mr. Walter Holsinger, Burbank, Calit. 

July 1. 1949. 
Mrs. Ben Jackson. Downey, Calif. May 

31, 1949. 

Ba.hj'i Addresses 

National Office: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette. 
Dlinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, 
Dlinois. 

Hake Checks F'ayable to: 
Na.tional Daba.'i F'mld 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110. Linden Avenue. Wihnette. 
IllinOis. 

BabA'i News Editorial O1f1ce: 
1001 W. Genesee SI. 
Lansing, Web. 

"Any community, group o-r individual 
having more copjes than needed of July 
Baba.'j News, No. 2Z1, please forward 10 
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The Second European Teaching Conference 
(Reported by Garreta Busey) 

The Conference at Brussels, Aug~ 
ust 5, 6, and 7, was an exhilerating 
experience to everyone who p artici
pated, and especially to one who 
had so recently come from the 
United States. It is hard for us to 
realize in America that, in the space 
of three years, so strong and rad
iant a Bah"i fellowship could have 
grown up in that part of Europe 
hitherto untouched by the Faith. 
Only the sight of it there before my 
eyes could make me believe it pos
sible. 

We began to gather on Thursday 
afternoon at one of the dormitories 
of the Universitk Libre, a modern 
building, spacious and airy, in a 
beautifu1 part of the city. Honor 
Kempton and Marion Little had 
been there a fortnight before us, 
working with the tireless Belgian 
Community so that everything was 
perfectly prepared and all went for
ward, throughout the whole Confer
ence, without a hitch. Honor wel
comed us warmly, and, from the 
beginning, the Bahiti spirit was so 
evident that when one of the mana
gers of the dormitory saw the 
friends greeting each other in the 
lobby, she remarked that she 1iked 
these people, they were so happy 
to be together. At the end of the 
Conference she added that, in its 
harmony, its kindly spirit, and the 
courtesy of its members to those 
who served them, it was the best 
group that had ever met in that 
building, where many international 
gatherings are held. 

There was a large convention hall 
at one end of the main building, 
and there, on Friday morning, Au
gust 5, assembled one hWldred and 
thirty-four Baha'is of all ages and 
more than sixteen nationalities. Be
sides representatives from all the 
goal countries, there were visitors 
from England, France, Germany, 
the United States, Canada, Aus
tralia, and several of the Near East
ern countries, wearing blue and 

white badges prepared by the Swiss 
believers. It turned out, by a happy 
coincidence, that blue and white are 
the colors of the Universite Libre. 

The hall, which was bright with 
gladiolas furnished by the friends 
from Holland, laRd of flowers, was 
arranged with a speakers' table on 
an elevated platform. Below it were 
tables at which those who spoke Ital
ian, German, French, Dutch, and 
the Scandinavian languages were 
seated. English-speaking friends oc
cupied the rows of seats beyond the 
tables. 

The Conference was opened by a 
prayer from the Tablets of the Di
vine Plan, read by Lea Nys, the 
first Belgian Baha'i, followed by an 
address of welcome on the part of 
the Brussels Commuaity by Robert 
Decocque. Edna True then spoke 
for the European Teaching Commit
tee. She explained that this was in 
no sense a convention, nor even the 
fore-runner of future European Con
ventions, but was a gathering of the 
Baha'i folk of Europe. It represented 
twelve Spiritual Assemblies in ten 
eouatries and more than double the 
number of declared believers of last 
year. The agenda, she said, would 
emphasize the Baha'i Covenant and 
the need for the spiritual deepening 
of the believers. Up to this time, 
she pointed out, development has 
been horizontal. Now we must grow 
vertically, putting down roots of con
stancy and faith and reaching up
ward in aspiration and prayer. She 
closed with a quotation from the 
Guardian, which contrasted the war
ring nations of the world with the 
handful of those who are destined 
to heal the wounds. 

One of the young Dutch believers 
had told me on the train of his 
dream, that the Guardian would be 
present at the Conference. And in
deed. with the reading of his cable, 
Shoghi Effendi did really seem to 
be there. To have been instrumental 
in enabling him to write: "My 
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Shrine Progress 
Cable from the Guardian 

"INFORM FRIENDS COM
MENCEMENT CONSTRUC
TION THREE CORNERS AR
CADE SHRINE SIX GRANITE 
PILASTERS A L REA D Y 
ERECTED TWELVE COL· 
UMNS WILL BE RAISED 
SHORTLY FORWARDING 
PHOTOGRAPHS PUBLICITY 
PURPOSES." 

(signed) SHOGID 
dated Aug. 7, 1949 

hopes, fondly cherished at the in
ception of the transatlantic projectJ 

have been fulfilled, nay far 1Ur
passed,H was a sustainirig joy to all 
who had had any part in the work. 
14The establishment of twelve as
semblies," he continued,. "and the 
formation of twenty-two additional 
groups and isolated centers ere the 
halfway mark of the plan has been 
reached, constitute an outstanding 
exploit unparaUelled since the inaug-· 
uration of cAbdu'l~Bahci's Divine 
Plan,· Wlsurpassed in vastness of 
range and of spiritual potency by 
any coUecti ve enterprise yet under .. -
taken by the followers of the Faith 
of Baha.'u'llilh in any continent of the 
globe since the inception of the For
mative Age of His Dispensation. U 

The first day, after committees 
had been appointed, was devoted to 
the subj ect, "The Rebirth of the in
dividual H , and in the evening we 
went, by chartered trams, to the 
Palais des Beaux Arts in the center 
of the city, where Lucienne Migette, 
although she had been injured in 
an accident several days before, 
spoke to some three hundred people 
on the spiritual dynamic of the 
Baba.'i World Faith, and John Robarts 
told of its social teachings. The Eng
lish speech was brilliantly summar
ized by the young chairman, Louis 
Henuzet of Brussels. 

The three sessions On Saturday 
were given over to a very deep 
study of the Covenant, with the aid 
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of an excellent compilation on that 
subject and on the administrative 
order, provided by the European 
Teaching Committee. On Sunday ad

,ministrative problems were pre-
sented and threshed out in discus
sion until four o'clock., when sight
seeing bu~es took us for a tour of 
the city. stopping at the Bahati Cen
ter, a charming little house, where 
Jack, EWlice, and little Francie 
Shurcliff, along with others of the 
Brussels friends, welcomed us with 
warm hospitality. The Shurcliffs live 
at the Center and have, with the 
help of the rest of the Community, 
made it veritably the heart of Brus
sels. 

The Conference closed with a Un
ity Banquet at one of the best res
taurants of Brussels. The delicious 
dinner, the gift of Amelia Collins, 
hostess in absentia, was followed by 
speeches of greeting from the var
ious cOWltries represented. John Ro
barts, speaking from Canada, 
praised uthe great American Com
mWlity" which had done so much 
to help his own country and had 
now made such a conference pos
sible. And Mason Remy deepened 
the tone of the evening by telling 
of his meetings with the Master. 
The Conference came to an end with 
the repetition of the ·'Remover of 
Difficulties" in nineteen different 
languages. The good cheer of this 

. banquet (without the aid of wine), 
its genuine unity, and the affection 
for one another displayed by those 
who were lliere, made 50 great an 
impression on the manager of the 
restaurant that he indicated a de
sire to know more about this bond 
which drew us so strongly together. 

No mere account of the events 
of the Conference can in any way ad
equately describe it. It was a mir
acle, but not a surface miracle, evi
dent to any superficial observer, al
though outsiders did sense that it 
was remarkable. The miracle be
came evident only as one became 
increasingly a ware of the quality of 
the European believers and the dif
ficulties which had been overctlme 
to bring them thus together. 

The mere physical difficult
ies were enormous. When one real .. 

-izes that travel by Europeans out 
of their own lands is almost pro
hibited by money regulations, which 
permit only a very small sum to be 
taken out of each country, it is re .. 
markable that so many had man-
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International Relief Report 
for Baha'i Year 105 

Number of Packages actually sent, to addresses obtained 
from International Relief Representative 

GERMANY '-';0 
Communities: 

Pack. 
ages' 

Bergstrasse " Darmstadt B 
Esslingen: Adults 9-j 

Children 7 
Frankfurt 

am Main 22 
Gcleppingen 3+ 
Hamburg 20 
Heidelberg 18 
Karlsruhe , 
Leipzig (R) , 
Nuernberg 4 
Plochingen 3+ 
Schwerin (R) ., 
Stuttgart 39 
Wies aden 6 
Vienna 3 

Groups: 
B€"rl1n 7+ 
Heilbronn , 
Pfi.illim~en • Rostock (R) B 
Warne· 

muende (R) , 
Ueberl:iI;l.gen 4 
Murnau. Immenstadt. 

Muenchen. Ebingen, 
Kuessnach. 
Zwickau HI 

Social Committee: .. 
... + 

BRITISH ISLES 
(includ. Dublin) a 

FRANCE 12 
FRENCH 

MOROCCO 2 

AUSTRIA 

CARE 
Food Lard 

1 
2 1 
1 2 

3 
1 
2 
Z 

1(S) 
2 
2 
2 

3 2 
I 
2 

5 
4 1 Seeds 

35+ 10+1 

ITALY :l :2: 

.5WJtGARIA 2 5(S) 
TOTAL reported 

sent (European-
Relief) 316+ 42 + 11 

'Chiefly clothing, some food, Plus sign indio 
cates that 'many Communities and Baha'is 
in U.S. continued sending to addresses given, 
reporting onlY "packages sent 'regularly'''; 
total is therefore higher. (S) means Steneck 
food parcel, as CARE does not send to Russian 
Zone (R). 

aged to come. Imprisoned within 
their own bonndaries though they 
may be financially, the European 
Baha'is are by no means imprisoned 
spiritually. Their harmony was not 
theoretical, nor was there any la .. 
bored attempt to uoderstand each 
other. They did understand one 
another and were like com patriots 
of one spiritual commonwealth, thus 
proving the efficacy of Bahau'lJ8h's 
prescription for an ailing world: one 
common faith. 

Another external difficulty was 
that of language, and the interpre
ters were, I thought, the hardest 
working group there. In the pause 
after each' paragraph of an address 
or each- portion of the discussions, 
the hum of translating voices would 
go up all over the hall-and often 
the pauses were too short. The room 
seemed sometimes like a subdued 
Tower of Babel, pointed, however, 

This report is by no means indica
tive of the true total number of pack
ages sent by Baha'is in the United 
States, as many Baha'is have sent 
without obtaining addresses from 
the International Relief Representa
tive and without reportiog when a 
package is sent. But through c0-

operation with the plan of our Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, it has 
been possible to guide, distribution 
more equitably and to places where 
help is needed most. 

Mrs. Beatrice Ashton 
International Relief Representative 

Box 548, Evanston, m. 

towards unity, not dispersion. And 
understanding was, in spite of all, 
achieved, 

Behind all these difficulties one 
sensed others of the past-the many 
problems that have been solved by 
the organization, the ceaseless en
ergy. the devoted personal care of 
the European Teaching Committee, 
the loneliness of the first pioneers, 
the grueling work all of them have 
done, the ironing out of misunder
standings, the training of Bahit'is. 
One felt the pioneers (supported by 
the National Spiritual Assembly and 
above all by the Guardian) as a 
great sustaining power in these 
youog communities and wondered 
at their strength and their devotion. 
For the believers which they have 
attracted by love and trained by 
patience, have done in three years 
what it took the American believers 
decades to accomplish, and they, in 
their turn, will soon become torch
bearers of the new civilization. They 
themselves are the great miracle 
performed by Bahil'u'llah in Europe. 
They seem, in their intelligence, 
their humility, and their devotion to 
the Faith, specially prepared by 
Him as a repository for His Faith 
on this continent. Their generosity 
and their feeling of unity with us 
in America is shown by the fact 
that many commUnities, on the jni ... 

tiative of the European believers 
themselves, have started" Temple 
funds to help us in our emergency. 
Their devotion is shown by the fact 
tbat such an Assembly as that of 



Rome has offered to dispense with 
the budget for Assembly purposes, 
although, as U go Giachery told me, 
many of the believers can hardly 
afford the necessities of life during 
the present inflation in Italy_ "How 
then," I asked, Hean they do with
out the budget?" "They have 
learned to put the Cause firstt" he 
answered. ' 'At every feast there is 
a very generous contribution." 

One longs for the time when there 
will be more give and take, more 
travelling back and forth, a freer 
circulation of spirit between Europe 
and America. We need to warm our
selves at the blaze of the newly 
lighted fires on this side of the At
lantic and to learn from those whom 
we have taught. 

Baha'i Constitution 
and 

By.Law. Amended 
As result of the formation of the 

separate and independent Nationa1 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Canada. it became necessary to 
amend the Declaration of Trust adop
ted by the Baha'is of the United 
States and Canada in 1927, and its 
By-Laws as adopted then and as 
amended from time to time there
after. 

Had the National Baha'i legal form 
been the usual type of constitution 
used by incorporated bodies, the 
amendments could have been ef
fected by simple resolution of the 
National Spiritual Assembly mem
bers after due notice. oUr Declara
tion of Trust, however, began with 
a Preamble whicb stated that the 
members then constituting the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States and Can
ada adopted the Declaration of Trust 
on a certain date. This P ream ble 
could neither be deleted nor 
amended, because its text was an 
historic fact. 

Under legal advice, the National 
Spiritual Assembly adopted on July 
16, 1949, a resolution to follow the 
1927 Preamble, and add to.the Dec
laration of Trust a new statement 
of fact, namely, that the Canadian 
Assembly has been formed and 
therefore the Declaration of Trust 
is now tile Declaration of Trust by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States as 
successor "body to the National Spiri. 
tual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
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United States and Canada. This res
olution served not merely to provide 
for cbauge of name of the National 
Spiritual Assembly-it also made it 
a matter of legal record that the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States repre
sents the continuity of the former 
National Spiritual Assembly, and 
that the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the Baha'is of Canada is a 
new body which has no legal title 
to Baha'i properties or funds in the 
United States, and that the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the. United 
States has no legal title to Baha'i 
properties or funds in Canada. Thus 
any confusion as to the status of 
the various properties involved di
rectly or indirectly-the Temple for 
example, in the United States, and 
Bahit'i School in the Province of Que· 
bee-is effectively removed... ..... 

Mter adopting that resolution the 
Na~onal Spiritual Assembly pro
ceeded to amend the text of the Ar
ticles of the Declaration and of its 
By-Laws in such manner as to omit 
references to Canada throughout. 

The amended text of the Declara
tion of Trust and By-Laws has been 
published in pamphlet form, as an
nounced by the Publishing Commit
tee. The National Spiritual Assem
bly commends this pamphlet earn
estly to the friends and to the lOCal 
Assembly members in particular. It 
provides our legal and corporate 
body functioning at this stage of the 
evolution of the Baha'i world com· 
munity. 

Please note in this issue of Baha'i 
N eW8 a special notice to incorpor
ated local Assemblies pointing out 
that the standard local By-Laws 
have also been changed. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

Publishing Announcement 
Decla.ration of Trust and By-Laws; 

By-La.ws of a. Loca1 Assembly 

New, revised edition of pamphlet 
containing all amendments up to 
July 16, 1949. This pamphlet sets 
forth the constitutional structure of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States and 
of a local Assembly. Baha'is should 
inform themselves as to the basic 
constitutional law of the American 
Baha'i community, as it defines the 
local Assembly, the State Conven
tion, the National Convention and 
the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Price per copy, postpaid, $.15. 

Notice to Incorporated 
Local Assemblies 

In consequence of the amend
ments made in the national 
Declaration of Trust and By
Laws, certain minor changes 
have been made by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly in 
the standard By,Laws approved 
by the Guardian for all local 
Assemblies. 

These changes merely consist 
in removing the word "Canada n 

or HNorth America," ~o that 
the By-Laws now relate the 
local Assembly to the National 
Spiritual AssemblY of the 
Baha'is of the United States, 
and no longer relate it to the 
former National Spiritual As
sembly "of the Baha'is of the 
United States and Canada." 

The new form of standard By
Laws is included in the new 
pamphlet edition of the Declara
tion of Trust and the National 
By-Laws. 

It is legally incumbent on all 
incorporated local Assemblies 
to act on amendments to their 
By-Laws which embody the 
changes made by the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

These amendments should be 
voted: after due notice has been 
given all members of the local 
Assembly by its Secretary:-

Article II, amended to delete 
the word "and Canada." 

Article IV, amended to delete 
the words HNorth America" and 
substitute the words "the United 
States." 

Article X, Sectio.n 2, amended 
to delete the words "North 
America" and substitute the 
words "the United States." 

Unincorporated Assemblies 
are not required to act on these 
amendments because they are 
expected to a bide by the stand
ard By-Laws as issued by the 
National Spiritual Assembly. 

(Incorporated Assemblies will 
take care to see that the amend
ments listed above are identi~ 
lied by the right Article N 0_ in 
their own particular form of 
By-Laws). 

-NA'I'lONAL SPIRl"I'UAL ASSEldBLY 
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Score to Date - August 31, 1949 
on Response to the Temple Fund 

GrouJl Number 
Estimated 
for 2 Years. 

$400 
$100 

140 ............. . · .. $1l2,OOO,00 
507 .......... . · .. $101,4-00.00 

$ 25 
*Special 

509 ................ . · . . . $ 25,450.00 
· .. $203,221.33 886 .. .. 

2042 ...... . · ... $442,071.33 Totals 
Received against above resolves .. , ... , .. · ... $204,291. 78 

*All resolves not falling in other three categories. 

Many friends have asked if they could send in their next year's 
resolve now. This would be very helpful. 

The Baha'i Teachings 
on Baptism 

In answer to questions received 
from anum ber of believers, the N a
tional Spiritual Assembly wishes to 
publish for the information of all 
the friends two excerpts from the 
writings which establish the Baha'i 
a ttitude on baptism and other tradi
tional religious rites and ceremo
nies. 

On page 327 of the Tablets of 
'Abdu'l-Balui (and page 390 of Balui', 
W OTId Faith) the Master explains 
the paramount claim of the Revela
tion at Bahil'u'llah over the obliga
tions of church membership. 

"Thou hast questioned how thou 
canst- accept this divine Cause, for 
thOu art a member of the church. 
In the day of the Manifestation of 
Christ, many souls became portion
less and deprived because they were 
members of the Holy of Holies in 
Jerusalem. According to their mem
bership, they became veiled from 
the brilliant Beauty. Therefore, turn 
thou thy face to the Church of God 
which consists in divine instructions 
and merciM exhortations. For what 
similarity is there between the 
church of stone and cement and the 
celestial HolY of Holies! 

"Endeavor that thou mayest en
ter in this Church of God. Although 
thou hast given oath to attend the 
church. yet thy spirit is under the 
Covenant and Testament of the 
spiritual Divine church. Thou 
shouldst protect this. Although they 
consider the wine and the bread in 
the Church as the blood and body 
of Christ, yet this is but the appear
ance and not the reality. But the 
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reality of Christ is the words of 
the Holy Spirit. If thou art able, 
take a portion thereof. 

"The performance of baptismal 
celebration would cleanse the body, 
but the spirit hath no share; but 
the divine teachings and exhorta
tions of the Beauty of Abha will 
baptize the soul. This is the real 
baptism. I hope thou wilt receive 
this baptism." 

The explanation is carried for
ward by the Guardian on page 22 
of the volume, World Order of 
Baha'u~Hah. 

'-'We should also bear in mind that 
the distinguishing character of the 
Baha'i Revelation does not solely 
consist in the completeness and un
questionable validity of the Dispen
sation which the teachings of Baha
'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha have es
tablished. Its excellence lies also in 
the fact that those elements which 
in past Dispensations have, without 
the least authority from their found
ers. been a source of corruption and 
of incalculable harm to the Faith 
of God, have been strictly excluded 
by the clear text of Baha'u'llah.'s 
writings. Those Wlwarranted prac
tices, in connection with the sacra
ment of baptism, of communion, of 
confession of sins, of asceticism, of 
priestly domination, of elaborate 
ceremonials, of holy war and of 
polygamy, have one and all been 
rigidly suppressed by the pen of 
Baha'u'llah; whilst the rigidity and 
rigor of certain observances, such 
as fasting. which are necessary to 
the devotional life of the individual, 
have been considerably abated." 

It is natural for the new believer 
to feel that the Faith of Baha'u'llah 

should have rites and ceremonies 
corresponding to those of his former 
religion. The foregoing passages do 
more- than state specific facts about 
the Bahill teachings-they inspire a 
deeper confirmation and enlighten
ment as to the unique character of 
the Baha'i Dispensation. When this 
deeper tmder standing is attained, 
the new believer becomes firm and 
steadfa s t, an adult and responsible 
member of the Religion of God. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL AsSEl\orBLy 

Visual Education Conference 
On Saturday. August 20, an infor

mal conference was held by the Vis
sual Education Committee in the stu
dio of Mr. C. L. Welsh at Greenwich, 
Conn. The committee invited the 
Area NTC and the near-by regional 
committees to send representatives 
who could present the teaching needs 
which might be met through visual 
aids. Believers particularly inter
ested in photography and other tech
nical aspects of visual aids, also 
were in attendance. About forty pe<>
pIe participated in the discussion. 

The Committee asked Kenneth 
Christian to serve as moderator. C. 
L. Welsh and David Ruhe spoke 
briefly for the committee. Emphasis 
was placed upon the fact that the 
austerity period gave excellent op
portunity for research and long
range planning. Many suggestions 
were made to the committee, includ
ing a list of subjects which the be
lievers present felt needed visual 
treatment for more effective public 
presentation. 

? • 
What precious ornament from 
Baha'u'llBh's Tomb did the Guard
ian give to the Temple? 
See Bahd.'i World, Vol. VIII. p. 505 
When and where was the first Inter
national Baha'i Congress held in 
America"! 
See Baha'i World, Vol. VIII, p. '197 
Have you ever seen a picture of the 
site of the next Baha'i Temple? 
See BaM'!': WOTld, Vol. VIII, p. 535 
(Note error: the upper picture is 
the closeup.) 
Can you tell the remarkable story_ 
of Henderson Business College, a 
Baha'i Enterprise? 
See Baha'i World Vol. VIII, p. 901 



BAHA'i NEWS 

1949 National Convention Recommendations 
The following recommendations were 

made by the National Convention and 
are reported to the friends with the 
actions taken by the National Spiritual 
Assembly: 

1. Tbat the resume on teaching as 
presented by the Convention· Chairman 
be published in Bahd'i News. 

Voted to publish the resume on 
teachjng. 

2. That the National Assembly publish 
in Ba.M'i News the material on work
shops and Baha'i conSUltation presented 
by Miss Austin. 

Vo&ed 10 publish this material. 

3. That the following suggestions 
(taken during discussion following Meth
od 00) be submitted to the National AJ:.
aembly. The suggestions were in re
sponse to the question "What is the ODe 
best thing that can be done to improve 
the State Conventions?" 

a. Means should be devised to increase 
attendance and voting. 

b. There should be better planning by 
the State Convention Committees. 

e. Details sbould be ellminated and 
reports condensed. 

d. The Regional Teaching Committees 
should participate in drawing up 
the Agenda. 

Voted 10 iarn these recommenda.
UoDs over 10 the special Nail""" 
Assembly committee en Rate con· 
TeD.tious. 

4. That the entire report of recom· 
mendations from the second question 
.mmitted under "Discussion 66" be rec· 
m:m:nended to the National Assembly. 
'l'Ite delegates were asked to answer the 
fDllowing question: "What is the chief 
additional study material needed by the 
Ameriean Bahi'is?" The following were 
recommended: 

8. Outlines giving more guidance in 
the study of other holy books, es
peciauY the Bible for new Baha'fs, 
Including Youth. 

b. Have one book of dictionary type 
. with questions and answers to all 

present.ciay Baha"f problems with 
references of tuIl quoted answers. 

c. An outline correlating the Guard· 
ian's comments in World Order 
letters and The Promised Dav with 
the trends of world events. 

d. Motivation needed to study ample 
material already available. 

- e. Bah3.'i Administration in the Guard· 
ian's words, using modern study 
techniques s u c h as Ruhiyy!h 
Khanum's play, discussion tech· 
nique, and audio-visual materia1. 

t. A pamphlet to teach the best way 
to meet the everyday problems of 
life and tap the great power 01 
our Faith. 

I. Helps for developing tecbniquefs 

such as this experim.ent as applied 
to use of present materials, group 
planning and Baha'i Administration. 

h. A pamphlet on the understanding 
of the spiritual significance of the 
economic law of God. 

L A compilation of correlated subjects 
from comparative religions. 

j. Better study material on Adminis
tration and procedure. 

k. Material that will impress on the 
minds of Baha'is the definite im~ 
portance of study of the Covenant. 

1. Handbook on teaching technique in
cluding material. 

rn. Glossary of Baha'i terms and Ori
ental words, namcis and places per
taining to the Faith. 

n. An education in consultation, coop
eration and living the life together. 

o. To have available teaching tools and 
technique's. 

p. Something more easily read on the 
history of the Faith, to better 
Wlderstand the allusions of the 
Guardian and our relation to the 
development of the Faith. 

q. To supplement the use of historical 
texts with vUmal aids, such as pic
tures, maps, charts, graphs, etc., 
to enable us to reach aU age lev
els. 

r. A new translation of Suratu'l·Hay· 
kal. 

s. A textboOOt- comprehensive- some
what similar to Esslemont - but 
adapted for instruction in Baha'i 
Faith developing Administration
oneness. (A textbook for today). 

t. A general cross index o! all Baha'i 
material. 

u. Outline and references to study dif
ferences between the Caliphate, 
Sultanate, I:m.imate, Papacy and 
Institution of the Guardianship. 

Voted to -tam these s~ns over 
to the National Programming Com
mittee for st.udy and development 
when and if a.vailable. 
The following 8 recommendations came 

from the Youth Workshop:· 
5. That the National Youth Bulletin be 

continued as a publication. 
The National Spiritual Assembly has 
already voted to continue the Youth 
Bulletin. 

6. 'lbat the National Youth Committee 
be given the privilege of soliciting the 
letters to Youth through the National 
Assembly from the Guardian and to re.
produce for American Baha'i Youth a 
compilation of his letters of a general 
nature. to Youth. 
V_ 10 permit !he National Youll1 
oommlUee 10 request, Ibrough the 
N&tloD.al Spiritual Assembly, a Ie&
ter from the Guardian to the Amer
Ican yoaIh. 

Voled 10 Inform the National Yoalh 
Committee that they may publish 
a compilation of letters from "the 
Guardian to various young Bah&'is 
in their youth bulletin ·if such letters 
are first cleared by the National 
Spiritual Assembly in th~ method 
set up by the Guardian. The National 
'Youth Committee is to make plain 
to. the youth of America that at pres
ent. clue to the Guardian'S increas
ing pressure of work in Balla, it 
would not be wise to make Ods a 
reason for further SOlicitation for let
ters from him. 
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7. That the N alional Spiritual As
sembly appoint Regional Youth Commit· 
tees with personnel concentrated in one 
metropoliatn area to facilitate conSulta
tion, plus one member from each state 
in the region who can be a liaison for 
youth activities within that state. 

Voted to consult about Ibis with the 
National youth Committee. 
Voted 10 defer action on this 1lDW 

consultat.1on with the National Youth 
Committee at the next meeting. 
B. That consideration be given to pre

paring a simple, straightforward history 
of the Faith which can be more easi.1y 
grasped in its entirety by younger and 
new BaM'is. 

Voted to defer declSio:n until the 
end of the austerity period. 

9. That parents give immediate and 
continuous attention to the Baha'i edu· 
cation of their children, since independ· 
ent investigation after the youth age is. 
reached does not automatically acquaint 
Youth with a knowledge of tht! Faith 
and its lill;:tory. 

Voted "to- jJQint out to the believers 
by aJIIlOUDOmg hi. Babi'i News thai 
the Cbild Education COl!lmittee is 
publisbiDg .. mimeographed bulletin 
entitled "The CbUd's Way'" which 
is deslgDed to assist. parents in the 
education of their children. in the 
Baha.'i Fallb.. 

10. '!hat local Spiritual AsSemblies, ap
point a Youth, wherever available, on 
committees of the Assembly, in order 
to better integrate Youth activities into 
the Baha'i community. 

Voted to give hearty approval to 
the suggestion that local assemblies 
appoint capable youth to various 
committees iD the community in or· 
der to give tbem elQ)'elience and get 
!he youthful viewpoint. 

11. That Youth be used in circuit teach-
ing. 

Voted to express 1he feeling of_ the 
N atioaal Spiritual Assembly that 
youth are best used when given aD 

opportunity to teach youth and that 
in any circaits planned for yoaih 
tha.t Utis be given major emphasis. 
Voted 10 .... blish ibis recouunewIa
tioo with -!he observation !hat eden
slve clre_ calUlOt be pI_d dar,-. 
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ing !.he currem a_ly period be
cause of lack of funds for this pu .... 
pose. The National Spiritual Assem
bly would see great value in placing 
strong emphasis on local_ raresides 
for youth. 
12. That Local Spiritual Assemblies 

check universities and colleges in their 
area as to major subjects in which in
struction is given and furnish this in
formation to the National Youth Com
mittee so that they might better advise 
Baba'i Youth about college attendance. 

Voted 10 record !.he feeling of /he 
National Spiritual Assembly that if 
local assemblies are to carry through 
the requiremeuts of teaching a.& the 
present time this woold. be too. great 
an extra burden to place upon 1bem. 
The following 9 recommendations came 

from the Public Relations Workshop: 
13. That the Public Relations Commit

tee prepare and issue at cost a looSe 
leaf manual on public relations as it 
affects the Baha'i community. 

Voted 10 recerd t.hal !.he NalioDaI 
SpirlIuaI Assembly recogDizes !.he 
peat value t.bat sucll a maDual 
weuld have. anel regrets 'iba$ flmds 
are net available at; the present; 
time to 1Ulderiake such & project. 
14. That the Public Relations Com-

mittee take over the non-Baha'i mailing 
list of WorUi. Order magazine and send. 
special mailings to this group during 
the time the Magazine is suspended. 

Voted to approve ibis recommeDda-. 
ilon and 10m II over 10 !.he Public 
B.elaUons Comm.itee for action. 

Temple Stamps 
The Sales Committee is dis

tributing sheets of Temple 
stamps, 215 stamps per sheet. 
These miniature stamps !Carry 
a beautiful illustration of the 
Temple against a blue back
ground. They are perforated 
and gummed, like postage 
stamps, but of a larger size. 

The price, sent postpaid, is 10 
sheets (250 stamps) for $2.00, or 
50 sheets (1250 stamps) for 
$9.50. Single sheets cannot be 
supplied by mail. They can be 
used on postcards, letter paper, 
local programs and in other 
ways, and each stamp will 
carry a beautiful pictorial mes
sage of the Temple. 

When resold by local As
semblies, the price per sheei is 
25 cents. 

Send orders (with check or 
P. O. Money Order) to H. E. 
WaJra th, 4639 Beacon Street, 
Chicago 40, lllinois. 
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15. That the Public Relations Commit
tee work more closely with the Regional 
Teaching Commiteels to help make the 
groups more conscious of their public 
relations. 

Voted to reoord that monthly articles 
by the PubJic Relations Commitee 
in Ba.b.3..'i News are serving this pur
pose. 

16. That representatives 01 local Baha'i 
communi ties make themselves known to 
local newspaper editors to maintain a 
friendly personal contact so that the edi
tor will have more understanding at our 
pUblicity and public relations. 

Voted_ to pabl1sh this recommenda.
tion in Bam'i News. 
17. That each and every non~Baha'i 

attending a Baha'i meeting be greeted 
and made to feel welcome since this 
is the beginning of public relations. 

Voted 10 urge local commUDities 10 
work out simple ways a.nd meaDS 
for m.akIng non-Bahitis welcome at 
meetings and also to give them sim
ple pamphlet literature. 

18. That signs be placed along Sheri· 
dan Road, next to the Baha'i Temple, 
explaining that construction work is pro
gre!ssing on the interior. 

Action already taken to pat 1b.is reo
ommeadation into efteet. 
19. That the Public Relations Commit

tee make special contacts with colleges 
and uniVersities where comparative re
ligions is taught. 

Record !.hat Ibls acllon is approved. 
20. That all local Assembly Secretar

ties pass public relations material on to 
the Public Relations Chairman. 

Voled 10 p1lll1ish ibis sarcesllon In 
Babio'i News. 
21. That the Public Relations Commit

tee prepare a '''flow chart" for such ma
terials as publicity releases, service to 
the community, bulletin and other proj
ectls released by Public Relations. 

Voted to tak.e DO action oil this reo
ommenda1htD a1 the present time.. 
The following are general recommeoR 

dations from the Convention ODor: 
22. That the National Spiritual assem

bly ask the Guardian for the message 
he sent to the israeli Government and 
the reply sent to him. These to be put 
into a pamphlet for teaching the Jews. 

Voted 10 ask !.he G1I&rdian if he 
would wish to release these two docu
ments for publica-lion at UIis time. 
23. This resolution was adopted by the 

Convention regarding the UN Declara~ 
tion of Hum.an Rights: "The Baha'is of 
the United States, assembled in this 41st 
Annual Convention recognize and ac
claim in the adopting by the UN of 
a Declaration of Human Rights, the goal 
of hwnan brotherhood advocated by the 
Bahe.'! teachings for more than 70 
years." 

Vo1ed 10 publish 1h1s In BaIui.'i News. 

24. That the National Spiritual Assem.. 
bly arrange national observance by 
Baha'i communi~ies of UN Day and Hu~ 
man Rights Day, with the suggestion 
that there be an invitation to other 0r

ganizations in the city to participate 
with the Baha'is as sponsors and hosts. 

Voted to publish in Bahi.'i News &be 
suggestion 1hat local Baba'i commu
niUes talre advantage 01 the oppor
tunity offered by UN Day and Du
man Rights Day observances to PUb
licize 1he teachings on Universal 
peace aDd Human Rights. 
Voted to :request the Public. Rela-
1i0DS Commillee 10 ...... Iish In 
BahB'i News the da.tes of these two 
eveots together with a number of 
suggestions for suJtable ti1era.ture to 
tie in with these events. 
25. That the National Spiritual Assem

bly, clarify the question of receiving 
donations by the children of Bab'~1s. 

Voted to refer tIPs QUestion to ihe 
Guardian. 

26.. That the "Discussion" method 
of. consultation be given place in the 
Convention Agenda when deemed help
ful by the Natlooal Spiritual Assembly. 

Voled 10 record t.hfa """'_ .... 
110n of the 1949 OonventioD I. u.e 
,pidaace 01 !.he Nail..... SpIrfIuaI 
Assembly In pI!LI8Im , fIBare C_VeD

iloas. 
27. The Convention voted overhwelm~ 

ingly in favor of having some form of 
workshop method continued as part of 
the Convention Agenda. 

Voted 10 record t.hi. expressed 
OplaiOD by /he delegates &1 /he 1M9 
Couventien lor 1b.e guidance of the 
Nati ..... Assembly in pI.-g .... 
ure CODVeniMns.. 

28. Thai the National Assembly wrile 
a letter to the Local Spiritual Assemblies 
clarifying the matter of jurisdiction over 
funds which have been accumulated to 
establish local endowments. 

Voted 10 record ...... p1IIItisb. In _'I 
News !.he Iollowing new a( The 
NaiioDal SpIritual Assembly on tile 
mailer a( jarisdlcllon of ~I As
semblies ever earmarked cOllR'lba
ilOBS: The Nail ..... SpiriIuaI Assem
bly feels _ in !.he __ lID 

assembly wishes to use aD ear
marked fund for JIIIl1IOSe& oOhei- ilIaD 
it; is specified by the donor, '&be_ per
:mission oIlbe doaor must; be secured 
before any mch differeD1 use is mlWle 
of the oriPnal contribution. slnce 
ihe Guardian has riveD every -
Dever !.he privilege of earmarkinc 
conUibailoDo Iw speciIIc _'I _ 
poses. However, the NatioDal Ae
sembly feels !.hal In cases where & 

local aaaembly wvuId like 10 _ 
WI orIcIn&l _ fer 1-' end_
",ems w /he Temple ~ darinc 
the current em~, u.e A.sseIa
bly _aid call 10 /he aMenUMI 01 

" 



the donor the followiDg instructiODS 
of the Guardian to the New York 
Assembly: 
"He fully realizes how important it is 

lor New York to have a suitable meeting 
place, both for its large Baha'i member
ship and for the public, but he feels 
that at the present time such a step as 
the purcbase of suitable premises is pre
mature. 

• 'As you no doubt know by now, he has 
given the American believers a new 
seven year Plan which is of the u.tmost 
importance, not only to their own in
temal affairs as such a privileged and 
ble'ssed comnumity, but also the affairs 
of the believers all over the world. This 
new plan is going to place heavy burdens 
on the National Fund, and in view of 
Uris he cannot possibly approve of an 
assembly embarking at this time on a 
project such as that you have in mind. 
The interestls of local communities must 
at this time be subordinated to those 
of the national community of believers, 
to whom 'Abdu'l-Baha has confided such 
mighty tasks ... " (through his secre
tory, dated Maya, 1946) 

29, That the statement of 'Ab<!u'I
Baha beginning "The most wonderful and. 
thrilling motion" in the Guardian's let
ter oi April 11, 1949, be made a special 
heading for all letters that, come out in 
the near future with regard to raising 
funds. 

Voted &0 tarn this ~&,esUon over 
Ie the special Campaip FaDd. Com .. 
miUee for possible ase in any :In
seris or material released by that 
COJDJDiItee-

30. That the National Spiritual ASsem
bly give special attention to setting up 
the Public Relations committee to pre
pare for the opportunities that will come 
when the emergency period is over and 
the Temple is completed. 

Vo&ed to record that a special com
mittee has DOW been appotMed by 
&he N.UODaI Spiritual As6embly 
_reed wilb the respousibIHty 01 
formulaliDg coordlnaled pi""" for 
the future wide proclamatioo of ihe 
Faith.. 

31. That the paragraph from the Guar
dian:is cable calling every Bahil' i I'to 
face a testing period ... " be reproduced 
in Ba.h4~i News in the same type as the 
tiUe over the March 16 cable in April 
Bahd.'i News~ 

Voted to direct. the Bah8.'i News 
Committee to teatme &he pan.grapb 
referred. kI. 

32. That the National Spiritual Assem
bly address a letter to local Assemblies 
'suggesting that they point out to all 
of their members their opportunity to 
share specifically in assisting in the in
ception of the Kingdom at God on Earth. 

Voted 10 turn this SGaestio1l over 

BAHA'i NEWS 

to the Campaign Fund Committee 
askiDg them 10 prepare a suitable 
letter to be sent by the N atiODal 
Spiritual AS3e1llbly to local a.ssem.
blies at a time thai is appropriate 
within the workiDg out of the cam
paip urging the local asseJIlblles to 
do everything possible to stimulate 
participation in the special Temple 
Plan. 

33. That the talk given by Mrs. Mamie 
Seto on Friday morning of the Conven
tion be published in Baha'i News. 

Voted to publish Mrs. SetD's ta.lk 
in Baha'i Ne'WS. 

34. That the Convention send a mes
sage of loving appreciation to the Japa
nese Baha'is for their kind remembrance 
of us at the 41 st Convention. 

This action has been ta.ken. 

German National Spiritual 
Assembly Eleeted 

A recent News Letter from Ger
many informs us that the ele<:tion 
of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Bah,,',s of Germany and Aus
tria was held JWle 20, 1949. 

The officers reported are:-Dr. 
Eugen Schmidt, Chairman, Mr. 
Paul Gollmer, Vice-Chairman, Mr. 
Ruprecht G. Kruger, Secretary, 
(Resedenweg 10, Karlsruhe-Rup
purr, Germany, U. S. Zone), Mr. 
Albrecht Nagel, Treasurer. The full 
membership was not listed. 

Four of 8ve Babi'i Delegates to the 
United NatioDS International Non-Govern
meDtaJ. OrgaDiza.UODS CoDference at Lake 
Success New York, Apr. 1949. From left. 
to right. AmiD Banari, Mildred MoUa
bedeh, Hilda. Yen Male, aDd Matthew 
Ballool<, (Fifth delegate, Emeric Saia.) 
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Meeting the Crisis 
~4Study The Word't 

The book chosen for study during 
September and October is Founda
tions Of World Unity by 'Abdu'l
Baha. This book is a selection from 
the public addresses of "Abdu'l
Baha and from some of His letters. 
The selections cover maj or themes 
essential to an understanding of the 
teachings: the purpose of the Mani
festa tions of God; the power of 
Wlity; the necessary foundations for 
peace and world Wlity; some -key 
principles of economics; the criter
ions of truth; the spiritual spring
time. There are many others_ as 
well. For here we can see the Mas
ter's teaching technique. We can see 
the many, simple analogies He used 
in illustrating great truths. (For ex
ample, near the top of page 15, note 
the sentence beginning, "The ocean 
is one hody of water ; , . ") 

This book contains so many con
centrated truths that we want to 
suggest a special approach to it. 
Read one talk a day. Read it a 
second time, slowly, so that you may 
reflect upon the ideas. During this 
second reading, do one or more of 
the following: 

1. Ask yourself: What questions 
asked by non-Baha'is are answered 
in this talk? 

2, What examples and analogies 
does the Master use? (It will be 
helpful n. you write these down in 
a note book.) 

3. What are some key sentences 
which it would be helpful to under
line and memorize in order to use 
in telling the story of the Faith to 
others? 

For example: 
"AU created things have their 

degree or stage of maturity," (p, 9) 
~~Man is he who forgets his own 

interests for the sake of others." 
(p, 42) 

4. Outline the main ideas in each 
selection. 

This careful study will help you 
teach the Faith more accurately and 
easily. R"eflection upon these talks 
will aid in the transformation of 
character, so that your daily life 
will improve in spiritual quality. 
-NATIONAL PROGRAM:MING CoMMITTEE 

Marriages 
Wilmington, Delaware: Miss Mir

iam Newman and Mr, Harvey Wie
ner, May 30, 1949. 
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Local Spiritual AsSembly of the Baha.'is of Guatemala City 

Latin American News 
Another plea for devoted Baha'is 

from the United States to pioneer 
in Latin America has been raised 
by our beloved Guardian in his cab
~egram of June 29 to the American 
Baha'i CommWlity, wherein he says: 
"Owing relaxation pressure OC· 

casioned by critical situation advise 
direct special attention invigorate 
activities conducted Latin America 
and European continent. Need for 
voluntary, self-supporting, wholly
dedlcated pioneers calculated to sup
plement newly launched undertak
ings in both fields is still pressing 
acqniring greater urgency owing ap
prOl'ching emergence of Latin 
American National Assemblies." 
There is urgent need that at this 
crncial time the number of North 
American pioneers in Latin Amer
ica, rather than being"lessened-must 
be increased? notwithstanding the 
rise of new and capable teachers 
in these countries. Will those per
sons who desire to respond to the 
Guardian's call, please write to the 
Inter - America Committe~, giving 
pertinent details. * 

Plans for teaching campaigns to 
be carried out in the remaining year 
and a half before the two new Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies are 
formed are taking on much more 
concrete shape as the Chairman of 
the Inter-America Committee pro
ceeds aloog his route through Cen
-Mi5s lulie Regal, Secretary, 121201: Normal 
Ave., Chicago 28, ID. 

tral and South America, holding in· 
tensive consultations with all of the 
Territorial Committees. Mr. Mat
toon will return to Chicago late in 
August, after a six weeks I stren
uous trip. 

The two Territorial Teaching Com
mittees, o:pe in Panama City and the 
other in Lima, Peru, discussed at 
length with Mr. Mattoon the holding 
of several regional conferences this 
year at scattered places within their 
areas, lasting three to four days, 
during which time classes for prepa
ration of new teachers will be con~ 
ducled. 

Courses of instruction for teacher
training and also for teaching new 
believers have been prepared and 
are at present being revised. 

At the request of the National Spir
itual Assembly, a series of letters 
will soon be sent out by the lnter
America Committee to the believers 
in Latin America, through publica
tion in their Bulletins, for the pur
pose of orientating them to assume 
the responsibility of their own N a
tional Spiritual Assemblies in April, 
1951. These letters will outline the 
history and background of the col
lective efforts of North American 
and Latin _ American believers to es
tablish the Faith in Latin America. 
The first one gives quotations which 
trace the origin of this mission back. 
through the messages of the Guar
dian to the Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
as specifically given in the Divine 
Plan, and ultimately to the words 

of Baha'u'llah. It mentions that Can
ada with her own National Spiritual 
Assembly now stands beside her sis
ter National Spiritual Assembly of 
the North; that Europe has prac
tically reached her goals; and that 
it is peculiarly fitting that the COm

pletion of the House of Worship in 
Wilmette should coincide with the 
raising up of the two La tin Ameri
can National Spiritual Assemblies
these: two new pillars of the future 
Universal House of Justice, 

Pioneers ~eeded 
"Owing relaxation pressure 

occasioned by critical situation 
advise direct special attention 
invigorate activities cl)nducted 
Latin America ... Need for vol· 
untary, self-supporting, whoUy. 
dedicated pioneers ealeulated to 
supplement newly lannched un
dertakings _. _is still pressing 
acquiring greater urgency ow .. 
ing approa ching emergence of 
Latin American National As. 
semblies." -Shogbi Effendi, 

June 29, 1949 
Will those persons anxious to 

respond to this appeal of our 
Guardian please write to the 
Inter-America Committee, Miss 
Julie Regal, Secretary, 12124 
Normal Ave., Chicago 28, Ill. 

Bune Bahii'is Hold Loeal 
Summer Session 

The Baha'is in Butte, Montana~ 
have seen opportunity in the auster
ity period. To meet the challenge 
for greater study and "grass roots" 
teaching of the Faith, they held a 
summer session in the home of one 
of the believers during the week of 
July 17 to 24. (Although the bostess 
was confined to a wheel chair with 
a broken leg, she insisted that the 
session go on). 

Under the theme "A School of 
World Religion" daily lecture-discus
sion classes were held. Among the 
subjects discussed were: 'The Place 
of the Baha'i Faith in the World To
day/' "Essenthils of a World Re
ligion/' "Deepening the Spiritual 
Life," "Education in a Changing 
World/' and "World Order of Baha~ 
'u'llah." Special activities were 
arranged for the children. Evenings 
were devoted to art, music, the 
showing of slides, and talks on spe
cial subjects. 



The Home Front 
Urbana, Ill. 

Prior to the sailing of Miss Gar
reta Busey , July 16 for Europe, a 
farewell picnic supper was held in 
the new temporary Baha'i center lo
cated in her home. Miss Busey, who 
holds the post of professor of Eng
lish ill the University of Illinois, is 
taking advantage of a year's leave 
of absence to visit Europe and a t
tend the second European Baha'i 
Conference at Brussels, following 
which she will visit the other goal 
countries. She then expects to settle 
in Luxembourg to assist the pion
eers there. Dr. Busey's report of 
the European Conference appears 
in this issue. 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Another new believer was admit
ted to the Anchorage community in 
June, Miss Agnes Parent. This was 
an especially significant occasion 
because it marked the first time an 
Alaskan native had become a 
BaM'i in Alaska. (Melba Call, Alask
an Eskimo, became a Bahati in the 
Southwestern States some time 
ago.) Agnes' home is on the Yukon 
and she is residing in Anchorage 
when not attending the Washington 
Women's College of Education in 
Bellingham, Wash. 
Glendale Twp., Cal. 

To raise additional money for the 
Temple Fund, this community in
stituted a plan which they, find is 
very successful. A series of monthly 
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Sunday night potluck suppers are 
being held. Each member or fam
ily brings one item of - food for the 
supper and then contributes what 
.they believe would have been the 
additional cost if they had had sup
per at home. Other friends are in
vited who are close to the Cause~ 
and they too, bring food but do not 
contribute financially. Of course, 
during the evening, the Baha'i Mes
sage is given in an informal way. 
This plan accomplishes three things 
-additional money is raised, the 
Baha'is and inquirers become better 
acquainted, and the latter learn more 
of the Teacl1.ings. 

San Bernardino, Cal. 
This Assembly was approached 

recently in regard to furnishing a 
Baha'i speaker for the Bloomington 
Music Festival. The RTC was very 
happy to have Mrs. Sara Kenney 
fill the speaking engagement. It was 
an opportWlity to reach several hun
dred people and acquaint them with 
the name Baha'i. This Festival in 
Bloomington is held every year and 
is composed of local musical talent 
as well as speakers from several 
churches. 

Arlington, Va. 
Alert individual contact work 

teamed with cooperative official ac
tion by a local Assembly brought 
fine results as the following will 
demonstrate. Two local Baha'i la
dies learning from the newspaper of 
a series of lectures on Comparative 

Some of the friends attending the Butte BahA~i Summer SessIon, July 17-24~ the first 
of its kind ever held in Montana. Tbe banner was made by the Butte friends who 
now oft'er U; OD a loan basis to other Babi'i communities havtug need 'or ll. Size: 
over 21 ft.. IODC" by lS~ inches wide, with cords nmniBC' top aDd bottom; royal blue 
Ietiers on white backgTouDd. chambray mJlierial; weight approximaieJy 3 pounds. 

Address Bah:a'i Assembly. P. O.Box 585. BaUe-~ Montana. 
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Religions, sponsored by the Wom
en's League of the Jewish Commu
nity Center, attended them. The 
young Rabbi conducting the meet
ings stressed the importance of good 
public relations between all Faiths, 
and that knowledge is power and 
ignorance breeds the conditions of 
poverty and conflict rampant in the 
world today. 

After three meetings, talks were 
given by outside speakers on Cath
olic, Protestant, and Unitarian his
tory. The Baha'is had the Assembly 
consult on the matter and offer a 
speaker, Philip Marangella, who 
was accepted and shared the plat
form with the Unitarian Minister. 
In the course of these talks, the 
Unitarian speaker regrettably ad
mitted the inability of Unitarians to 
reach the masses, and said he had 
thought of using an emotional ap
peal to approach them. In his talk, 
Philip revealed be had been super
intendent of a Unitarian Sunday 
School and twice president of their 
Laymen's League so knew their 
viewpoint well. Then he went on to 
give the Baha'i answer to this and 
other problems, which brought stim
ulating questions and gave oppor
tunity to present literature to the 
more responsive people. 
Palo Alto, Cal. 

The Baha'is of Palo Alto recently 
sponsored a series of four semi
monthly meetings on "Comparative 
Religions" at the Palo Alto Com
munity Center. Publicity led off with 
a letter from ~e Assembly to each 
minister in Palo Alto explaining the 
purpose of the series, inviting him 
and his congregation to attend, and 
asking for his comments on the pro
ject. Six Baha~i speakers gave the 
talks. Graham Conroy on Hinduism, 
Duart Vinson Brown on Buddhism, 
Max Gumbo in Zoroastrianism, Dr. 
Gustav Lowe on Judaism, Firuz 
Kazemzadeh on Islam t and Dr. Mil· 
dred Nichols on Christianity and 
Firuz again, on the Baha'i Faith. 
The chairman, Arthur L. Dah17 Jr., 
presided at all meetings and gave 
continuity by a brief statement of 
purpose and of the Baha'i viewpoint. 
The attendance averaged over 50 
for each meeting and many people 
attended the entire series, some ex
pressing desire for a study class or 
further meetings. 
Jamestown, N. Y. 

This community sponsored a 
youth conference on July 9-10 at a 
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Baha'i home in Lakewood. Eleven 
youths from Buffalo, Hamburg, 
Jamestown, and Lakewood, ranging 
in age from 8 to 17, took charge 
of the observance of the Martyrdom 
of the Bah on Saturday afternoon: 
Prayers, music, readings from the 
Dawnbreakers, and a talk by Vir· 
ginia Vullo comprised the program. 
On Sunday, classes were held on 
some of the heroes from the Dawn
br"eakers t which were very in· 
spiring. 

Summer Teaching 

SEPTEMBER, 1949 

With the BaM'i schools closed for 
this and the next swnmer, several 
communities have instituted planned 
periods of study locally to deepen 
the believers and instruct inquirers. 
RICHMOND lllGHLANDS, WASH. 
conducted a full time series of talks; 
Aug. 7-14, morning, afternoon, and 
evening, with two public lectures on 
Sundays. BUTTE, MONT. held lec
ture courses, special children's pro
grams. and music, art, and color 
slides throughout the period July 17-
24. Noon lunch was brought by each 
student and folks went home for 
their evening meal. ClllCAGO, ILL. 
decided to hold stndy courses on the 
llWill and Testament", Looking 
Ahead With the Guardian", Spirit
ual Deepening," and "Islam," on 
three days a week with only one 
course being in the daytime. These 
will run from Aug. 1 through Sept. 
B. CENTRAL AND EASTERN NEW 
YORK scheduled a series of picniCS 
every two weeks, s~rting June 26 
through Sept. 25, with a Fall Work
shop for two days on Sept. 10-11 in 
Waterloo, N.Y. 

N. Y. State Regional Picnic at Onondaga County Park, July %4, 1949. sponsored by 
the Local Spiri~l Assembly of the Baha'is of Syracuse. N.Y. 

Public Relations 
In the August number of Baha'i 

News, the Programming Committee 
announced a theme for public meet
ings: "Wba t Is My Religion?" 

This theme 'was recommended to 
the NSA by Baha'i Public Relations 
in January. 1949, and the committee 
was authorized to develop publicity 
helps on this subject. In doing so this 
committee compiled references for 
its own use. Now that the Program
ming Committee has suggested the 
theme, BaM'i Public Relations 
wishes to assist with the service it 
can supply. 

The theme primarily has public 
relations value by the challenge it 
makes to the individual suggesting 
the urgency of a revaluation of his 
own religious convictions. The role of 
the Baha'i speaker is to suggest 
criteria by which the non-believer 

TweI1ty years of Bah3.'j gTGWth and development were celebrated- 'by 1;be Binghamton, 
N.Y., coDlDlunity in Chenango Valley state Park Aug. 14. Eighty friends, representing 
sIxteeD commmrlties were present. ODe guest, Miss Cba.turi Va.swa.ni., a. student at 
Syracuse University. is a resident of Bombay, India. Principal spea.k_er was W. Ken
neth Christian. 1riLo becam.e a believer in _Binghamton. Mrs. Terah Smi'lh, Mrs. 
Delphia -Kept and Harlan Ober also spoke. The meeting was conducted. by Chairman 
Harle Christian of Bi.D.«'hamton. Lowell Johnson} of Syracuse, read from 1;be ·~DaWD. 
Breakers." Mrs. Kent, Mrs. Belen lDderUed and Mrs. Grace Palma.tier were origiDal 

members of the community present at the meetiD&". 

can determine far himself how his 
faith meets the severe tests imposed 
by the conditions of the world today. 

References: For general background of 
theme-the Master's talk at Unitarian 
Conference. Boston, May 24, 1912, P.U.P .• 
138. 

Opening Prayer: p, & M., 94; Closing' 
Prayer, P. & M. t 14. 

1. Religion must. be- divine in origin:
Selected Writings of Bafuj.'u'Uci:h., 4, 5- (pp. 
8-9); BWF, 19·21, 254·255; Gleanings! 
49-50. 

2. Us aims must be universal: Selected 
Writings of Baha'u 'Uih, 41 ; Selected 
Writing8 of 'Abdu'I·Baoo, 4, 5; Gteanings, 
215-217. 

3, It; must have power to pde amI 
transform. character: Selected Writings
of Bahci'u'!!dh, 14. 15. 18. 19, 20; Iqan, 118-
120. 156-158; Gleanings, 206, 275..277; BFW, 
116-118,282, 323-325. 

4. It must cI.em.Oostrate the CODtlnuJty 
and progressiveness of diviDe revelation: 
Selected Writings of Bahti'u'Udh, 6, 7; 
Selected. WTitings of 'Abdu'I·Ba.hti, 9, 10;
Selected Writings of Shoghi Effendi, 2, -3~ 
4; BWF, 224-228. 

5. It must fulIiU ancient prophecy: Se
lected Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahci, 1, 6, 8; 
BWF, 10.12; lqan, many passages; New 
Era, Chap. 13, . 

6. It must bring new teachings suitable
for 1;be age: Setected WTitings of Bah-a
'u'Udh, 34, 36, 37. 38, 40; Selected Writ
ings of 'Abdu'l-Baoo, 11, 22, 23; Selected" 
WTitings of Shoghi Effendi, 13, 17; Glean
ings, 95-98, 213; BWF, 238·242 or 24&-248. 

7. It must reconcUe science and W'OI'-

ship: Selected. Writings of 'Abdu't,..Bahd ... 
7. 31, 32, 33, 34; Gl.eanings, 164-166; 194-
195. 317-318; BWF, 240, 242-244, 247, 341_ 
343. 

Publicity for a local meeting on this 
theme is available. Please send lOe for 
mimeographing and mailing. cost. Ad
dress the committee at 112 Linden Aft •. 
Wilmette, Dl. 
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The Law of Giving 
(Remarks of Mrs. Mamie Sew, taken from the Convention Record) 

You may be surprised to know that 
money and finances are coruiected 
with our spiritual growth. But in or
der to understand this completely, 
we must free our minds from our 
·:former conception of spiritual things. 
1n the past, we associated poverty 
with spirituality and I don't believe 
that that idea is completely disas
sociated from our thoughts today. 

Baha'u'llah has come to free the 
world from poverty. It is as abhor
Tent as war or He would never de
stroy it. So we have to reinstate in 
our minds the value of material 
tbiogs. God does not despise mater
ial things. Because of this miscon
ception, we have disassociated 
science and religion, the practical 
and the spiritual. He was most spir
itual years ago who retired, from 
practical affairs, in the monastery, 
away from activity. That is all dis
carded. That is 'a thing of the past. 
I! was all right for that time. 

Now we have s aid that science and 
Teligion are like the two wings of 
the bird, that equality of men and 
women are like the two wings of a 
bird, and so is the material and the 
spiritual. Bahit 'u 'Uab. says m an has 
two powers, and in his development 
he has one power which is connected 
with the material world and with it 
comes material advancement. The 
other power is spiritual and through 
its development our inner, potential 
nature is awakening. These powers 
are like two wings of a bird. Both 
must be developed for flight is im
possible with one alone. 

OUr Guardian, taking up this great 
truth, stated that when he first be
came our Guardian and gave us the 
great reason why we must have fi
nancial assistance. It isn·t wi aston
iShing statement when viewed in the 
light of our past ideas regarding re
ligion. He says, "As the progress and 
extension of spiritual activities is 
dependent and conditioned upon 
material means. . . " Let us stop 
there. 

That is a tremendous state
ment. It is a fundamental truth re
garding life. There is no separation 
because oneness is the order of crea .. 
tion. OUr spirit cannot function on 
this plane without a material body. 
God tests us and reveals to us our 
strength and our weakness according 

to the way that we function with ma
terial things. It is the only way that 
our spiritual qualities are known. 
Outside of the talent of singing, I 
can think of no other talent that can 
be expressed without the medium of 
material things. If an artist is an 
artist, you will not believe him if he 
says, "1 am an artist." But through 
the medium of crayons and oils and 
paints, he demonstrates to you that 
he is an artist and you will believe 
him. If a man is honest, how do 
you know he is honest? Because he 
has been given a place of responsi
bility. He handles finances. He has 
control of material things. 

Therefore, all things are condi
tioned, all spiritual things, our latent 
talents. The unseen is made known 
by the seen. And "So our Guardian 
tells us this great truth. Therefore, 
our financial obligations are the 
most important obligations. 

Yes, none of us could be present 
at this convention if we could not 
first use money to get here. It is so 
important. And here I will read our 
Guardian's words, for they need to 
be studied and meditated upon so 
that we will actually free our minds 
from former conceptions. 

He says this idea of the progress 
of spiritual activities is so depend
ent and conditioned upon material 
means that at the moment we form 
an Assembly, the first thing to do is 
to establish a local fund. He says, 
"Therefore, it becomes the sacred 
obligation of everY conscientious and 
faithful servant of Baha'u'llah' Who 
desires to see His Cause advance to 
contribute freely and generously for 
the increase of that fund." 

And it goes further in its import
ance. He says, "The national fund 
is the foundation on which all other 
institutions must necessarily rest 
and be established." Our Temple is 
dependent upon the institution of the 
National Fund if it is to be erected. 

Again he goes on and he gives us 
the analogy of the blood to the life 
of man_ He says the supply of funds 
in support of a National Treasury 
constitutes at the present time the 
lifeblood of those national institu
tions which we are laboring to erect. 

His analogy is perfect. Can any 
man live who is anemic? What does 
pernicious anemia do to us? Death. 

II 

Then our lack of a supply of funds 
is death to our Cause. And because 
of this, our Guardian .in the ~rliest 
days of his position in the Cause 
gave us the promise that he would, 
busy person that he is, pray for us 
at the three Holy Shrines. What for? 
That the Baha'is should attend the 
19-day feasts? That they should say 
their obligato:cy prayers? No - no 
- no. But for this all-important 
thing of our prosperity to the end 
that we would have our money to 
support the Cause of God. 

That will, I think, help us to elimi
nate from our minds the glory of 
poverty. Friends, there is no glory 
in it. It is a limitation. We cannot 

. move without financial organization. 
We know that only too well. We 
spend most of our time trying to get 
the means by which we are to live. 
Our Cause follows the same pattern. 

You see, we have taken a cove
nant.·It appears in the Will and Tes
tament, and one of the requirements 
is that we must be familiar and 
obedient to :every clause in the Will 
and Testament.of 'Abdu'l-Baha. We 
have taken a covenant with God that 
we will support His religion. Let me 
read to you briefly where we have 
done this. 

In the Will and Testament, page 
17, it says that the greatest gift of 
God is the gift of teaching. It draws 
unto us the grace of God and is our 
first obligation. Of such a gift, how 
can we deprive ourselves? 

Hear our covenant. That our lives, 
our goods, our comforts, our rest, 
we offer them all as a sacrifice for 
the duty and for teaching the Cause 
of God. So we have taken that cove
nan t, we have agreed to support the 
religion of God. 

If we hold back one single thing 
from God, we will never rise to a 
higher station. In 1930, our Guardian 
sacrificed the most beautiful posses
sion he had. Let us remind ourselves 
of this. In 1929, these are the Guard
ian's words: "I am sacrificing the 
most valuable ornament of Baha
'u'llah's Shrine in order to conse
crate and reinforce the collective en
deavors of the American believers 
speedily to consummate a plan for 
unified action." (This ·was the beau
tiful rug which the Guardian sent to 
the Temple.) 

There is our example. In 1946, the 
beginning of this 7-year Plan, our 
Guardian gave us· a generous dona-
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tion of $10,000. Again he set us the 
example. I have searched through 
his wiritings and I have never found 
a place where he has mentioned 
the token gift. He has always asked 
us to be generous. Will that harm 
us? No, because we are to proceed 
upon the promises of God, and the 
law of life is the law of giving. 
Baha'u'llilh says He ·will doubly re
pay the generous one. Are we to 
take that literally? Are we to doubt 
the words of God, the words that are 
true? Will we not go forward and 
demonstrate that? How will we do 
it? By taking the first step and 
showing God that we believe. 

r have knO'\Vll cases and cases, be
cause people have told me that 
whenever they sacrifice lovingly, in 
some mysterious way. for all men 
arise and stand by the power of 
God, they have actually received 
double the amount that they contri
buted. 

Yes, the very thing our Guardian 
tells us to do is to rely on this un
failing bounty. of the source of. all 
that is good. There is great wisdom 
in the fact that our Guardian took 
us way back a hundred years be
cause what we do in the next two 
years will shed shame or glory on 
the noble sacrifices of all the heroes 
of the past, for our work crowns or 
shames the activities of the past. We 
will not fail just as American believ
ers, we will not fail as a group on 
this -Western continent, but we will 
fail as people carrying on and con
tinuing the work of the noble heroes 
of the past, including the Bab. 

You know the last phase of any 
enterprise or any endeavor is the de
termining phase, not the beginning. 
Everyone of us starts fresh and 
strong and enthusiastic in the begin
ning but it is the last lap of a race 
that determines the winner. 

We are coming now to the final 
work of the decoration of our Tem
ple. We naturally get tired. But 
there is a saying? "A quitter never 
wins, and a winner never quits." 
So, here we are, on the last phase, 
and we are apt to be tired. But with 
the help of God and the prayers of 
our Guardian, .the filost powerful on 
the planet, can we doubt that we can 
go forward? 
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In Memoriam 
Mrs. Anna Bell Fitch, Gillham, Ark. 

7-21-49 
Mr. Robert Schilaty, Monroe, Wash. 

6-13-49 
Miss Marie Fingerlin, Quincy, ill 

3-11-49 
Mr. Walter Olitzki, Beverly Hills, Cal. 

8-2-49 

Enrollments 
Enrollments reported by LOCal Spiritual 

Ass'emblies : 
Calif., Glendale 2; San Francisco 2; 
Mich., Lansing, 1 

Enrollments reported by Regional 
TeILching Committees: 

NORTHEASTERN STATES 
W. New York, 1 
New Jersey, 2 

SOUTHERN STATES 
Va., W. Va., 1 

WESTERN STATES 
Alaska, 2 

Directory Additions and 
Changes 

Local SpirlluaJ AIlsembly Seeretaries: 
HARTFORD, CONN. 

Mrs. Patricia Rothman, 
32 Russell St, 

MARYSVILLE. WASH. 
Mrs. Lorrol O. Jackson 
520 C.olumbia St. 

National. Committees: 
CHILD EDUCATION 

Miss Arline Lindenstruth. Chairman 
Mrs. Margaret Gawen, Sec., 

5917 14th St., N. Arlington, Va. 
R~onal TeaehiDg CGmmi_: 

WASillNGTON 
Mr. Harold Neff, Chairman 
Mrs. Helen Wilks, Sec .• 

9547 12th N.W .. Seattle 7, Wash. 

Calendar 
NSA MEETING - October 28, 29, SO 
FEASTS - October 16 -

'11m, Knowledge 
ANNIVERSARIES - October 20 

Birth of the Bab (Suspend Work) 

Bahi'i Addresses 

National Office: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Trea surer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Make Checks Paya.ble 10: 
National Balui'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Dlinois. 

Make checks for books and pamph
lets pa.vable to: 

Baha'i Publishing Comm.itiee 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 
Lansing, Mich. 

Baha.'j News is pllbLished. by the 
National Spiritua.l Assembly of tile 
Bahi!is of the United States as the 
official news..[etter of the Bah&~i 

Community. 

Edited for the National Spiritual 
Assembly by Ba.ba'j News Editor
ial Committee: Mrs.· Roberta 
Christian. chairman, Mr. RIchard 
Nolen, l\-lr. Gordon A. Fraser, 
Editorial office: Mrs. Roberla. 
Christian, 1001 West Genesee St., 
Lansing, Mich. 

Please report changeS of address 
and other matiers pertaining to 
distributioD to the Baha'j Natiooal 
Oftice, 536 Sheridan Road, WU
mette, lliinois. 
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Northeast comer showin.c' part of panel nearly half completedl9 exhibUJ.a.g a. bit of 
the fine carving 

Stone by Stone, Arcade of the 
Bab's Shrine Rises 

(Letter received by NSA from Ben 
D. Weeden) 

Our beloved Guardian has again 
asked that a report of the progress 
of the arcade being erected about the 
Shrine of the Bab on Mount Carmel, 
be forwarded to you, in order that 
the friends may know the advance of 
this vital and important step in the 
growth of the Faith. The importance 
of this task cannot be stressed too 
greaUy. Much could be written to 
enlighten the friends on this - but 
perhaps that is not needed. as, no 
doubt, their hearts tell them. 

With completion of the foundation 
toward the end of 1948, the enlarging 
of the site of the Shrine began. This 
meant cutting in to the side of the 
mountain and the removal of many 
hundreds of yards of earth and rock. 
It was a difficult work and was not 
made easier by the very cold and 
rainy winter such as has not been 
experienced in Israel for many 
years. Yet, despite the adverse cir
cumstances, under the direction of 
Shoghi Effendi, this work, including 
the necessary retaining wall, was 
completed within a period of time 

NEWS 
YEAR ~06 BAHA'I ERA 

that amazed the engineers. It was 
truly a herculean task in itself and 
is the more remarkable if consider
ation is given to the faet that Shoghi 
Effendi also extended the terrace of 
the Garden upon which the Shrine is 
located, by a matter of some two 
htmdred feet. A truly large Wlder
taking .in itself due to the steepness 
of the mountain. 

As this work neared completion a 
new drainage system for the Shrine 
was put in and the day the first of 
stones so carefully cut in Italy, was 
to be laid, drew close. On March 14, 
194-9, one week before the fortieth an
niversary of the placing by 'Abdu'l· 
Baha of the Bab's blessed remains in 
the sarcophagus presented by the 
Burmese Baha'is for this purpose -
the first threshold stone weighing 
half a ton, was set in its exact place 
upon the foundation. The beautiful 
arcade for the Shrine of the Bab on 
Mount Carmel, conceived by Mr. 
William S. Maxwell, was really tak
ing form. Drea ms were taking on 
reality. 

The setting of the one hundred and 
forty thresho41 stones proceeded 
swiftly and the base stones for three 
of the corners were put in position. 
At this point there was an interrup
tion due to the long drought in Italy 
cutting the use of electric power to 
three days a week, This delayed the 
arrival of stone we needed to con
tinue. How we would ·have liked to 
have sent some of our excess rain to 
Italyl Still. this interruption was not 
without its benefit, for it did give 
time to devise a special gantry to be 
used to lift the huge Rose Baveno 
pilasters and'columns into place, and 
other pieces of stone work ranging 
up to a ton or more. 

With the arrival of the needed 
pieces of stone the work was re
sumed with renewed vigor and with 
lightened hearts. It is progressing 
swiftly and in a most encouraging 
manner. The three corners upon 
which work is being done have taken 
on a strength and promise of beauty 
difficUlt to picture, with the erection 
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Carved piece of Chiampo grauite for up
per pari of curved panel, just _ from 

case, 

of the two great, square Rose 
Baveno pilasters with which each 
finely proportioned corner is bound. 
To see one of these solid pieces of 
granite some fifteen feet long rise into 
position is a sight never to be for. 
gotten. It is raised slowly and with 
infinite care until it is above its base 
and then, with much measuring, 
lowered into the position it will hold 
for ages. Six of these fine monoliths 
have been put into position and the 
stone work of Chiampo granite 
forming these comers is over half 
way to the top of the pilasters. This 
includes some of the very fine 
carved work of the curved section of 
the comers. Even in the present 
construction stage of these corners, 
they bring exclamations of delight 
from those who view them. Who can 
say how the first sight of the com
pleted arcade will ravish the hearts 
of all who behold it? 

Silting within sight of the Shrine 
of the Bab as this report is being 
written, makes it difficult to keep 
thoughts within due bounds of a true 
report. Knowing that on the morrow 
a start is to be made in prepara tiOD 

for raising twelve of the graceful 
Rase Baveno columns tends to dis ... 
tracting thoughts of the· future. Aye, 
that future! Those twelve great 
columns, and the twelve to follow, 
with each its carved capital, the 
graceful arches, the walls with the 
inset star panels, then the balustrade 
and -()ver all the great dome! That is 
what a - Baha'i would envisttge if 
sitting here. That is what a' Baha'i 
would envisage upon seeirig just one 
stone set in place and to be able to· 
touch it. Further, a Baha.:, would 
sense -something of the g.:eat import 
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"This Hour, Crowded With Destiny" 
Letter From The Guardian 

Dear and valued co-workers: 
The efforts exerted, and the results 

achieved, by the members of the 
American Baha'i community during 
the opening months of the twoeyear 
emergency period are such as to 
merit the highest commendation and 
praise. They will, if the effort be 
sustained, evoke the admiration of 
the entire Baba '} world, which is now 
watching 1 with feelings of wonder 
and expectancy, the outcome of the 
tremendous labor of this community 
now confronted with one of the most 
challenging, arduous and far-reach
ing tasks ever undertaken in its 
history. 

The great forward stride that has 
already been undertaken, during so 
short a period, augurs well for the 
ultimate Victory, now within sight -
a victory which will pave the wajo
for the successful execution of a 
seven-year enterprise, destined? in 
its turn, to enable its executors to 
launch, at the appointed time, the 
third and most glorious sta.ge in the 
initial unfoldment of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
unique and grand design for that 
privileged and conspicuously blessed 
community. 

No less striking has been the 
achievement of the representatives 
of this community in t».e vast and 
most recent field of their historic 
and highly meritoriOUS endeavors, 
exerted beyond the confines of their 
homeland, where over so vast a ter
ritory, on a continent, so agitated, 
and "amidst peoples so disillusioned, 
so varied in race, language and ;)Ut
look, so impoverished spiritually so 
paralyzed with fear, so confused' in 
thought, so abased in their moral 
standards, so rent by internal 
schisms, victories so rich in promise? 
so startling in their rapidity,·so mag
nificent in their range, have been 
won, and enobled, to such a marked 
degree, . the deathless record of 
American Baha'i service to the Faith 
of Baha'u'llilh. 

Now that so prodigious and suc
cessful an effort has been exerted 

of what our' beloved Guardian is 
creating on the side of Mount Carmel 
for the future of the world. How the 
Baha'is would strive and pray for 
the.eompJetion of the glorious cover
ing for the Shrine of the Bab if they 
but knew something of this. 

on behalf of the Historic and sacred 
Temple, whose completion consti
tutes so vital an objective of the 
Second Year Plan, and 50 conspicu
ous a triumph won in the trans-atlan
tic sphere of its operation, its needs 
and other vital objectives, both at 
home and in the La tin American 
field, must receive, in the months 
immediately ahead, the particular 
attention of both the national elected 
representatives of the community 
who supervise the working of the 
Plan and the mass of believers who 
participate in its execution. 

While the financial requirements 
of the Mother Temple of the West are 
being met with unabated heroism 
by rich and poor alike in the critical 
months that lie ahead, and the meas
ures to ensure the 1.Uldiminished sup-. 
port, and the uninterrupted consoli
dation of the European enterprise 
are being assiduously carried out, 
a parallel effort, no less strenuous 
and sustained should be simultan
eously exerted in the North Amer
ican continent and in Central and 
South America, for the purpose of 
preserving the prizes already won 
over the length and breadth of the 
western Hemisphere, where the ini
tial impulse of this mighty.and 
Divine Plan has been felt and its 
initial victories in foreign fields reg
istered. 

The Assemblies of the North 
American continent, constituting the 
base for the gigantic operations des
tined to warm and illuminate, under 
American Bahi'i auspices, the five 
continents of the globe, must, at no 
time and under no circumstances, 
be allowed to diminish in number 
or decline in strength and in infiu
ence. The movement of pioneers 
whether settlers or itinerant teach
ers, which infields so distant from 
this Base, has exhibited so marvel
ous a vitality, must? within the limits 
of the homeland itseH, be neither 
interrupted. nor suffer a decline. The 
groups and isolated centers so pains
takingly formed and established, 
must, conjointly with this highly 
commendable and essential duty, be 
maintained, fostered and if possihle 
multiplied. 

No less attention, -while this emer
gency period taxes, to an unprece
dented degree, tlie combined 
resources of the envied Trustees 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine Plan, should 



be directed to the vast network of 
Baha'i enterprises 'initiated through
out Latin America, where the work 
so nobly conceived, so diligently 
prosecuted, so conspicuously blessed, 
is rapidly nearing the first stage of 
its fruition. TlW flow of pioneers, so 
vital in all its aspects, and which 
has yielded such inestimable bene
fits at the early stages of this widely 
ramified enterprise, must, however 
urgent the other tasks already shoul
dered by an over burdened yet un
failingly protected community, be 
neither arrested nor slacken. The 
outpost of the newly born communi
ties, established in the Straits of 
Magellanes in the South, must be 
held with undiminished vigor and 
determination. The major task of 
ensuring the breadth and solidity of 
the foundations laid for the establish
ment of two National Baha'i Assem
blies, through the preserva tioD of the 
present Assemblies. groups and iso
lated centers and the restoration of 
any of these Vital centers, now dis
solved, to their former status, must 
be scrupulously watched and con
stantly encouraged. The. process of 
the dissemination of BaM.'i litera
ture, of Baha'i publication and 
translation, must continue unabated, 

'however much the sacrifice in
volved. The newly-ftedgedinsti
tutiGllS of Teaching and Regional 
committees, of summer-schools and 
of Congresses, must be continually 
encouraged and increasingly sup
ported by teachers as well as admin
istrators, by pioneers from abroad, 
as well as by the native believers 
lbemselves. The highly salutary and 
spiritually beneficient experiment of 
encouraging a more active partici
pation by these newly won suppor
ters of the Faith in Latin America, 
and a greater assumption of admin
~strative responsibility on their part, 
In the ever expanding activities to 
be entrusted wholly to their care in 
the years to come, should be, in 
particular, developed, systematized 
and placed on a sure and unassail
able foundation. Above all, lbe 
paramount duty of deepening the 
spiritual life 6f these newly-fledged, 
these precious and highly esteemed 
co-workers, and of enlightening their 
minds regarding the essential veri
ties enshrined in their Faith, its 
fundamental institutions, its history 
and genesis - the twin Covenants 
of Baha'u'llall . and of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
the present Administrative Order,. 
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the Future World Order, the Laws 
of the Most Holy Book, the insepar
able institutions of the Guardianship 
and of the Universal House of Jus
tice, the salient events of the· Heroic 
and Formative Ages of the Faith 
and its relationship with the Dispen~ 
sat.ions that have preceded it, its 
a ttl tude toward the social and poli t
ical organizations by which it is 
surrounded - must continue to con
stitute the most vital aspect of the 
great spiritual Crusade launched by 
the Champions of the Faith from 
among the .peoples of their sister 
Republics in the South. 

The magnitude of the tasks these 
heroes and champions of the Faith 
are summoned, at this hour, crowded 
with destiny, to discharge from the 
borders of Greenland to .the southern 
extremity of Chile in the western 
Hemisphere, and from Scandinavia 
in the North, to the Iberian peninsula 
in the south of the European contin
ent, is, indeed, breath-taking in its 
implications and back-breaking in 
the strain it imposes. The sacrifices 
they are called 'upon to voluntarily 
make for the successful performance 
of such herculean, such holy, such 
epoch-making tasks, are compara
ble to none but those which their 
spiritual forbears have willingly ac
cepted at the hour of the birth of 
their Faith more than a hundred 
years ago. Theirs is the privilege. 
no less meritorious and perhaps as 
epoch-making to preside, in their 
own homeland and its n.eighboring 
continents over and direct the forces 
generated by, the birth of an order 
that posterity will acclaim as both 
the offspring of that F ai th, and the 
Precursor of the Golden Age in 
which that same Faith must, in the 
fulness of time. find its fullest ex
pression and most glorious consum
mation. 

How great the opportunity which 
the present hour, so dark in the 
fortunes of mankind and yet so 
bright in the ever-unfolding history 
of their Faith, offers them. How un
speakably precious the reward which 
they who serve it will reap! How 
pitiful and urgent the need of the 
waiting multitudes of these contin
ents, summoned to sustain the initial 
impact of the operation of a divinely 
impelled Plan which no force can 
resist and no power can rival! 

For what this superbly equipped 
community. this irresistably advan
cing army of the chosen warrior s 
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of Bahft'u'llith, battling under His 
banner, operating in conformity with 
the explicit mandate voiced by His 
beloved Son, has already achieved. 
over so extensive a field, in such a 
brief time, at such great sacrifice, 
for so precious a Cause, and in the 
course of such turbulent years, I 
cannot but feel the deepest sense 
of gratitude the like of which no 
achievement,. single or collective 
rendered in any other part of th~ 
globe, by any commWlity associated 
with the Cause of the Most Great 
Name has evoked. For what it will 
and must achieve in the future I 
entertain feelings of warm expecta
tion and serene confidence. For it, 
I will continue, from the depths of 
a loving and grateful heart to 
supplicate blessings immeasurably 
richer than any it has yet experi
enced. 

Your true and. grateful brother, 
(signed) SBOGKI 

Haifa. Israel 
August 18, 1949. 

Messages from the Guardian 
. (Cablegram received from the 

Guardian, July 20, 1949: 
"Delighted progress temple work. 

Highly approve deeply apreciate sug
gestion defray expenses German 
representative Brussels conference. 
Supplicating Almighty's blessing 
manifold· activities pursued unrelax
ing vigilance Wlfiinching determina-· 
tion exemplary self sacrifice three 
continents by divinely sustained 
American Baha'i commWlity. 

(signed) SIElGKI 
(Excerpt from letter by the Guard

ian dated March 6, 1949 to: I'The at
tendants at the Regional Youth Con
ference held in Washington February 
19, 1949.") 

"He assures you all he will pray 
for your success, and that you may 
win many victories for the Faith. 

"He himself is frightfully busy 
these days VJith his routine work and 
the new and tremendous work of 
building lbe arcade of the Holy 

. Shrine of the Bab. The degree to 
which you serve and assist the Cause 
there will lighten his load and help 
him, you may be sure, for much of 
his correspondence and time is taken 
up in attending to detaus which, if 
the friends studied the Teachings and 
administration, and followed their 
precepts and laws, would never arise 
or need to be referred to him! So he 
urges you to study, ponder what you 
read, and do your part." 

(signed) R. RABBANl 
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Group of repJ'esentath'es present at the Eu,ropean Teaching Conference in Brussels, 
Agg. 5--'1. 'rakeD on the steps of the UDiversUe Libre where the entire cOllfe.rence 

was beld. 

Guardian Hails European Conference 
Heart overflowing (with) joyous 

exaltation (on the) occasion (of the) 
holding (cf the) Second European 
Teaching Conference celebrating 
attainment (of the) objectives (in 
the) historic Second Seven Year Plan 
(in) all (the) ten goal countries (of 
the) European continent. 

(My) hopes fondly cherished (at 
the) inception (of the) transatlantic 
project (have been) fulfilled,' nay 
far surpassed. (The) establishment 
(of) twelve assemblies, (the) forma
tion (of) twenty-two additional 
groups (and) isolated centers ere 
(the) halfway mark (of the) Plan 
(has been) reached, constitute (an) 
outstanding exploit, unparalleled 
since (the) inauguration (of) 'Abdu'l
Baha's Divine Plan, unsurpassed in 
vastness, range, (and) spiritual pot
ency by. any collective enterprise 
wldertaken by (the) followers (of 
the) Faith (of) Bahil'u'llah in any 
continent (of the) globe since (the) 
inception (of the) Formative Age 
(of) His Dispensation. 

(I am) moved (to) offer (my) 
warmest congratulations (to the) 
American National Assembly (as the) 
trustees (of the) Plan, (to the) Euro
pean Teaching Committee (as) its 
appointed executors, (to) all pio
neers whether settlers or itinerant 

teachers, (to) all native -believers 
both new -(and) old, (to) all newly
formed assemblies, (to) all groups 
(and) all isolated believers who 
directly (or) indirectly participated 
so valiantly (in) this unique~ bril
liant (and) greatest single victory 
since (the) Plan (was) set (in) 
motion. 

.(The) stage (is) set, (the) moment 
propitious for no less spectacular 
(an) exertion (of) effort, concentr:i
tion (of) attention (and) expendi
ture (of) energy (during the) course 
(of the) final pha se (of the) Plan 
(on the) European continent, aim: 
ing, though above (and) beyond (the) 
prescribed objectives, at (the) broad
ening (and) consolidation (of the) 
structural basis already laid: 
through (the) preservation (of the) 
prizes recently won, (the) conversion 
(of the) larger groups (into) assem
blies, (the) expansion (of the) recent, 
ly instituted extension work, (the) 
increased participation (of the) na
tfve believers (in) both (the) 
administrative (and) teaching acti
vities, (the) acceleration (of the) 
translation (and) public~tion (o!) 
Baha'i literature, (the) gradual insti
tution (of) regional summer schools, 
(the) promotion (of) closer fellow
ship (and) more active collaboration 

despite great distances, paucity (of) 
resources, diversity (and) range 
(ofY customs (and) language among 
(the) budding communities, scat~ 
tered (in the) north, west, south 
(and in the) heart (of the) Euro
pean continent, \vhich posterity will 
recognize (as the) bedrock (of) 
Baha'u'Uah's fast evolving Adminis
trative Order, (the) torchbearers 
(of) His embryonic World Order, 
(the) heralds (of the) yet unborn 
world civilization, amidst (the) tu:
moil (of the) travailing age, (and 
the) overspreading gloom (of the) 
pre"sent chaotic social (and) politi
cal order. 

(The) firmly knit, sacred bonds 
(of) spiritual fellowship (are) more 
enduring t (are) possessed of greater 

_cohesive strength than any ties (of) 
kinship or race, (are) more potent 
(than) any social ideology or politi~ 
cal alliance, (are) deriving constant 
sustenance from (the) :Mandate 
Issued (from the) pen (of the) 
Author (of the) Divine Plan, (and 
are) assured (the) overshadowing 
protection vouchsafed by (the) Lor.! 
(of the) Covenant Himseli, presid
ing (over the) Plan's unfolding des
tiny. Let them (on) this auspi
clous. occasion dedicate themselves, 
through their assembled representa
tives (to the) dual task (of) steadily 
consolidating their infant strength 
(and) tirelessly diffusing (the) holy 
influences inherent (in) their mis~ 

sian. until (the) visionless, slumber~ 
ing, spiritually-impoverished conti
nent (is) awakened through (the) 
saving grace (of) Baha'u'Uah's Reve
lation and its peace (and) security 
unassailably established through 
(the) redemptive power released 
through (the) emergence (of the) 
institutions (of the) divinely 
appointed World Order. 

(signed) SHocm 
Received July 29, 1949 

Copy of Reply from the 
Conference to the Guardian 
Beloved Guardian: Your loving. 

inspiring message (to) second Euro
pean Teaching Conference, Brussels, 
received with hearts overtlowing 
(with) love (and) gratitude by all 
believers gathered in unity from 16 
countries t with 130 representatives. 
Deeply, humbly thankful being per
mitted by aid (of) divine bounties 
and your guidance (to) attain pri
mary goals (in) Europe. All now 
pray (for) greater inspiration, re
newed energies (to) enable us to 



carry on toward early realization 
(the) further goals your message has 
established for us. Inmost thought 
(of) each one is (to) gladden heart. 
lighten burden (of) our beloved 
Guardian. Deepest devotion. 
Signed - EUltOPEAN TEACHING CoN

FERENCE CoMMITrEE 

August 5, 1949. 

Second Message from the 
Gnardian to the Brussels 

Conference 
Delighted large attendance, repre-

-, sentative character, second historic 
conference. Welcome determination 
(of) representatives (to) enrich fur
ther record (of) initial successes re
spective communities. Overburdened 
heart cheered, comforted (by) loving 
message. Praying still mightier con
firmations. 

(signed) SHOGHI 
August 7, 1949 

Book by Ruhiyyih Khanum 
to Be Published 

A book written by Rlli,J.iyyih Khan
urn and entitled PTescription fOT Liv
ing is now on the press. It is being 
published in England by George Ron
,aid, Publisher. The Baha'i Publishing 
Committee has already ordered cop
ies and will start filling ad vance or
ders from believers in this country 
as soon a s shipment ha s been re
ceived. The prices are: $1.25 for the 
stiff paper edition, and $2.50 for the 
full cloth with dust cover. 

The book is a' straightforward dis
cussion of the "laws of inner hy
giene. to Some of the chapter headings 
are: Work; Love and Marriage; 
Habit; Death; The Road to Happi
ness. The last three chapters are 
beautiful pen portraits of the 
Founders of the Faith. 

Temple Construction Progress 
Workmen have been busy in the 

Temple preparing the concrete col .. 
umns in the auditorium for the appli
cation of the cast stone. By the 
middle of September they had 
started to put in place the cast 
stone mosaics around some of the 
columns. 

Four car loads of cast mosaics for 
the circular columns in the alcoves 
and the pilasters at the entrances 
and exits have been received on the 
Temple grounds. 
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.. 
Correct symbol of the Greatest Name 
as sent by the Guardian to- the NSA 

The Greatest Name 
From letters written by the Guar

dian on this subject t the NSA has 
compiled brief and clear statements 
on the meaning and use of the Great
est Name. 

"The Greatest Name is the name 
of Baha'u'llilh. 'Ya-Baha'u'l-Ahha' is 
an invocation meaning '0 Thou Glory 
of Glories.' ~Allah~u-Abhat is a greet
ing which means 'God the All-Glor
ious.' Both refer: to Baha 'u 'llah. By 
Greatest Name is meant that Baha
·u·l1ah has appeared in God's great
est name, in other words, that He is 
the supreme Manifestation of God." 
(from letter dated December 26, 
1941. written through nis secretary. 
printed on page 2 of Baha'i NeWs 
Bulletin (Australia and New Zea
land) April, 1949.) 

"The Greatest Name is a distinc
tive mark of the Cause and a symbol 
of our Faith." (1) 

HWhen using the Greatest Name 
the words 'Allah-u-Abha should be 
used and not 'Ya-Baha'u'l-Abhil." (a) 

"The term 'Allah-u-Abha' ... 
means 'God the All-Glorious'." (3) 

"(It) is a form of Baha'i greet-
ing." (4) , 

"The use of the Greatest Name 
ninety-five times a day is not abso
lutely binding. This and other sim
ilar matters will be clearly and fully 
explained when the Aqdas is pub
lished. At present, however, the 
friends should he careful not to lay 
undue emphasis upon them." (5) 

U 'Ya-Baha 'u'l-Abha is an invo
cation, meaning, '0 Thou Glory of 
Glories!' and is used, whenever the 
believer wants to use it. as an 
address to Baha'u'llah Himself. If 
can be used at any time." (6) 

(1) (3) (4), excerpts from letter 
to Ella C. Quant, December 8. 1941. 
(2) (5), excerpts from letter to Har
lan Ober. October 10, 1936. (6) from 
letter to NSA, April 11, 1949. (All 
these letters vlritten through his sec
retary). 

National Consultation on 
Achieving Our Goals 
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The National Assembly has been 
very deeply moved by the numerous 
and remarkable responses received 
from the Friends, Committees, and 
Assemblies, to the request for sug
gestions as to how we can accomplish 
our tasks under the second Seven 
Year Plan, and at the same time 
release the tremendous spiritual 
power latent in the Faith of Baha
'u'llah. The distracted world is crying 
in despair for the healing breezes of 
Divine Compassion and Love; and 
ours is the great opportunity to be 
the vehicles for its diffusion. 

That we will gain our goals-there 
is no ·doubt whatsoever-as the spirit 
contained in the letters to the NSA 
is felt. Such a record' of dedication 
to duty, determination to win ever 
new victories for the Faith, regard. 
less of whatever sacrifice is required, 
has never ,before been written by the 
American Baha'is. Perhaps the most 
outstanding a spect of the responses 
is that almost everyone offers sug
gestions that call for application by 
the individual, not discussions of 
what "they" should do but what "I» 
must do. 

The secret bf su·ccess, of diffusing 
the spirit of Baha'u'llah is the living 
of a radiant enthusiastic Bahati life· 
individually and collecti'V>'ly. Th~ 
Key is prayer and meditation; the 
vehicle, action. As one of the Friends 
wrote, "How can we diffuse the 
spirit. unless it is continuously radi
a ting in and through us .. • 

It has been impossible up to the 
present to send acknowledgments of 
the numerous communications that 
have come to hand, but this will be 
done. In the meantime, so we may 
all catch the spirit of devotioR con
tained in the suggestions, one typical 
letter is quoted: 
"1. HOW TO SPREAD THE TEACH
INGS 

A. Each day I will discuss some 
principal of the Faith, applying it to 
my daily duties: by my actions prove 
to my co-workers that I not only 
teach this Divine plan, but live it. 
First. live my Faith in my home7 and 
office. 

E. I will always be prepared to 
answer any question pertaining to 
our Faith. 

C. I will know the history of our 
Faith, and have been studying other 
religions so when a question is asked, 
I will understand why the questioner 
is seeking something beyond what is 
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being received. and will have a solu· 
lion to that problem, by having an 
understanding of our Faith. Meet 
with other religious groups. 

D. I have resolved to live as nearly 
as I possibly can the principles of 
our Faith and let my deeds exceed 
my words. 

E. I will never be satisfied with 
what I know-but will use every op
portunity to learn more, for I want 
to grow t and in this way spread the 
teachings. 

F. Organize a study group, and 
meet with them. 
2.HOW TO DEVELOP THE SOLID
ARITY OF THE AMERICAN BAHA'I 
COMMUNITY. 

A. I will put our meetings above 
everything else. 

B. Consider it is my duty to ob
serve every Feast, and other anni
versaries. 

C. I will be cooperative in our con
sultation periods, and will put the 
Faith and the Teachings above 
everything else. 

D. I will share the responsibility 
with our Community and National in 
helping to build the Kingdom of God .. 
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E. I will be a good "Ii stener" -and 
serve those who are in distress, help 
to keep unity and peace in Our group. 
3. HOW TO RELEASE MORE SPIR
ITUAL POWER. 

A. Be silent when the faults of 
others are discussed, seek only the 
good in my friends, and develop my 
inner spiritual life ; whenever the op
portunity comes I will be ready to 
comfort those in distress. 

B, Study the Faith regularly, ever 
keep the prayers in my heart, and 
pray for strength-for it is only 
through practice can we release spir
itual power and comfort. 
4. HOW TO ASSURE COMPLETION 
OF THE GOALS OF THE SECOND 
SEVEN YEAR PLAN. 

A. Give financial assistance to the 
Temple Fund regularly. 
. B. Attend all Feasts, strive to teach 
a different person every day. 

C. Sacrifice and .give." 
It has been impossible as yet to 

digest all the responses. A special 
NSA committee is working on that 
ass1gnment. 
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harmonize them, and then the dis
cussion can go forward. 

The second .thing we want to re
member about the workshop is that 
it, more than any other technique, 
ena hIes a group of people to get 
cooperative decisions, because it 
brings out differences of fact and 
differences of opinion. Each of us, 
to a great extent, moves in a little 
world, and we see only what is in 
that little world. We see only the 
interpretation of the facts that we 
have in that little world. When we 
get together and really talk things 
over with a "larger community of 
people, other people have other facts 
and other interpretations, and we 
need to, with honesty and with a 
spiritual desire, to get at the truth, 
measure those facts, appraise them, 
measure those interpretations, and 
then get something on which we can 
all agree. 

Consultation - An Adventure in 
Mature Discussion 

The third thing we want to re
member about the workshop is that 
it trains people" to more mature 
thinking. When you sit in a work~ 
shop and you hear different opinions 
and different facts, then you are 
not going to always lean upon your 
own little sources of truth and under
standing. You are going to learn 
to think without props, to enlarge 
your perspectives and to get a real 

(Remarks of Hiss Elsie A.ustin, taken from the ConventiGn Record) 

Friends, as we approach a more 
mature world, we are going to un· 
derstand what a really mature art 
the art of talking together is and 
how much spiritual and intellectual 
grov."'1h the principle of Baha'i con~ 
sultation calls for. 

You remember as far back as 
Isaiah, that great prophet addressed 
the people and said t Heome now and 
let us reason together, saith the 
Lord." 

So important has the art of talk
ing together become that in current 
times we find a great deal of at
tention being devoted to it. Did you 
know that there was an agency 
called the National Institute of S0-
cial Planning which spent hundreds 
of dollars going all over the country 
training church groups, women's 
groups and civic groups in the art 
of conducting workshops, so that the 
people of a community could come 
together and could talk over the is
sues and problems of their com~ 
munity and go forward? 

What does a workshop really ae
complish?-because we are using 
the workshop this year and we used 

it last year as a sort of primary appreciation for the opinions of 
step in understanding what consul- other people, to analyse and criti
tatian is and what it demands from cize your own thought habits. 
us as mature individuals. 

First of all, we ought to look upon Did you ever stop to think how 
the workshop a 5 an ad venture in many people are influenced by the 
human understanding and honest opinions of people that they like, 
thinking. Why? Because in the work- people who are close to them? They 
shop we aim not to cover up the never question its authority or truth, 
differences between people, but to but they accept it because John said 

. bring them out. People get so ex- so or Mary said so. But if we really 
cited and alarmed when in a group want to arrive at truth, we want to 
of harmonious thinking, suddenly get at unbiased facts. . 
someone jumps up with a different The last thi.ng we want to remem
point of view and upsets the apple~ ber is that a discussion such as we 
cart, so to speak, hut that is very have in a workshop is an excellent 
healthy. We have to learn that there means of attracting new people to 
are different understandings, dif- the Faith and of integrating them 
ferent opinions and different con·". into the work of the Bah&. '£ Com
cepts. When we really talk together, munity. Why? Because it allows 
if we just politely agree upon sur- them to share, it allows them to 
face things and never bring out the put their understanding beside yours 
real differences which exist between and to find how the Baha'i principle 
us, then we haven't got at the truth applies to the facts and brings out 
and we haven't got to the first prin- something better for all mankind. 
ciple of going forward together, And people like to belong to those 
which is some sort of agreement. things in which they share, so a 
So don 't try to cover up differences discussion group is a fine way of 
in the workshop. Bring them out, attracting people and interesting 
appraise them, analyze them and them. 



There are a few things perhaps, 
we ought to remember in workshop 
technique. Remember that the suc
cess of a workshop depends a great 
deal upon the kind of leadership it 
has. The leader of a workshop is 
not to give a lecture or to make a 
speech. His function is to draw out 
the opinions. the differences of fact 
and the differences of understand
ing, which exist on the subject the 
workshop has before it. 

Now, there are many ways in 
which we can draw out people. We 
can sometimes call on various 
people in a workshop group in order 
to get them to act as starters. "Well, 
Mr. So and So, what do you think 
about this?" And of someone else, 
"What do you think about this?" 
Then you have two different opin
ions, and then other people begin to 
get up and express their views. 

Sometimes we can use' the ques
tion starter: "How many people in 
this group believe that such and 
such a thing is the truth? r, And then 
people begin expressing themselves. 

Sometimes we can use charts or 
graphs or cartoons and build ques
tions around them in order to stirn· 
ulate the audience. But remember, 
all of this must be short, and it 
must be just enough to get the group 
started on the business of expressing 
itself-no speeches? no lectures. 

The second thing we want to re
member in a successful ~rkshop 
is the importance of keeping dis
cussion on the track and timing it. 
Have you ever been in a group 
where Mr. X got up and when he 
sat down, 30 minutes had been used 
up and there was no time for any
body else to say anything? Have 
you ever been in a group wheI;'e 
you could always depend upon Miss 
Y or Mr. Z at some point to get 
up and hog the show completely? 
Have you ever been in a group 
where you watched the deviltry of 
minute details function? Here is the 
person who is going to talk about 
every tree in the forest but never 
the forest. She is going to discuss 
the elm tree, the oak tree, etc., but 
neveI:" gets to a large point of view, 
which is necessary in a workshop. 

And then we have the great gen
eralizer and the great giver of mis
information, a man who will get up 
and tell you, "Oh, yes, everybody 
in Z City is bankrupt. I know it, 
because I have been there-." 
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Now, these are the things that we 
have to watch for in workshops. We 
must insist upon people timing their 
talks; we must insist upon them 
keeping to the point; and when we 
catch people getting up and giving 
great generalizations which are not 
true and which misinform. we must 
challenge them, ask them the source 
of their authority, ask them where 
they can point to the facts which 
support such a statement. 

Appeal to the sepse of fairness of 
the per son who gets up and talks 
too long. 

"Yes, Mrs. So and So, we under
stand your point of view, but, now, 
you know, our workshop has so much 
time and you have used so much 
time. Don't you think it is fair to 
let some of these other people around 
here get up and say what they want 
to say?" Or you may have the group 
agree beforehand that there is going 
to be a time limit. Where you have 
a large group of people, you some· 
times have to agree that no one is 
to speak more than three minutes. 
Also, where you get the person who 
is so devoted to details that he never 
gets the large idea, you may ask 
him if he thinks that it is fair and 
conducive to truth, if we have 30 
minutes of time, to spend 20 min
ues of time on one aspect of the 
truth, so that no one else gets a 
chance· to bring out anything which 
might also be considered. 

The last important thing to re
member in the workshop is that its 
atmosphere must be friendly and 
conversational. If we get hostility, 
if we get heated discussion of opin
ion, then it is time for the Chairman 
to come in, interrupt and remind 
the friends that the object of the 
workshop is to bring out all phases 
of opinion. And what we want to 
do is to think with our minds rather 
than to feel with them. Sometimes 
you c an turn edginess with humor, 
which lightens the aimosphere. 

The last thing, no workshop is com
plete if it does not allow you time 
to summarize and evaluate what has 
been brought out by the people who 
participated. There must always be 
time to sum up the thinking of the 
workshop, to point up the problems 
which the friends brought out' and 
the action which they agreed was 
necessary. I think if we can keep 
this atmosphere and if we can keep, 
as Baha'is, above all things the de-
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sire to bring out the truth, whether 
it is something we agree with or we 
understand, but to bring out the truth 
in the service of Baha'u'Uah and the 
Cause, then we will have used this 
interesting modern technique of talk:· 
ing together to bring us that much 
nearer a fuller understanding of the 
great principle of consultation. 

Directory Additions and 
Clumges 

LOCAL SPffilTUAL ASSEMBLY 
SECRETARIES: 

Inglewood. Calit. 
Mrs. Harriette E. Petersen 
225-B Olive St. 

South Gate, Calif. 
Miss Mary Ellen Reese 
8978 Victoria Ave. 

Topeka, Kansas 
Mrs. Edna R. King 
1030 Grand Ave. 

Muskegon, Mich. 
1\frs. Bernice B. Neal 
332 J ackson Ave. 

Toledo, Ohio 
Miss Beulah I. Magruder 
2701 Oatis 

Portsmouth, N.H. 
Mrs. Ruth Price Silva 
24 Salter St. 

REGIONAL TEACHING COMMITTEES: 
West. New York 

Mrs. P. R. Meinhard 
Zone 16 instead of 10 

Central New York 
Address mall to: 
Mr. Wm. Hart 
R.D.3 
Waterloo, N. Y. 

New Jersey 
Mrs. Amy B. Dwelly 
300 Park St. 
Hackensae.k, N.J. 

La., Miss. 
Mrs. Evelyn Bivins. Chairman 
Miss H'Eloise Hullinghorst, Secretary 
1638 Gentilly Rd., 
New Orleans 19, La. 

Ore. 
Mr . John Clifford, Chairman 
Mrs. Zara B. DU'nne, Secretary 
Nava] Housing, Unit 37, Rt. I, 
Box 915, Astoria, Ore. 

Alaska 
Mrs.· Frances Wells. Chairman 
Mrs. Helen Robinson, Secretary . 
Box 1835, Anchorage, Alaska. 

North ilk South Carolina 
Mrs. Louise Sawyer, Chairman 
Mrs. I. N. Simmons, Secretary 
501 Banks St. 
Greensboro, No. Carolina 

What well-known English 
Baha'i gave a recepti"" for 
deJega tes to the Conference of 
Some Living Religions within 
the British Empire? 
See Bd-M'i World, Vol. II, p. 226 
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"Meeting the Crisis" 
"Tell the Story" 

Firesides 
Besides your many daily contacts, 

the big medium of teaching for you 
is holding a fireside in your home. 
The term "fireside" suggests two 
things: 

(1) a single evening for a few 
invited guests, or· 

(2) a continuing class on an infor· 
mal, invitational basis. 

If you plan a single evening as a 
starter t we suggest that you start a 
discussion of current events bringing 
in some of the Baha'i principles 
and explaining how they would ap
ply, or use a book review as a means 
of approach to the Faith, or have an 
evening of pictures, using some of 
the slide films which the Program
ming Committee has for rent. 

The thing to work for is a continu· 
ing class on an informal, invitational 
basis. Several study outlines are 
adaptable to this type of fireside. 
As soon as you get a continuing 
fireside class under way. you are on 
the road to deepening interest and 
confirmation 01 those who attend. 
New Study Course 

Shoghi Effendi has stated that 
Baha'u'ltah and the- New ETa remain 
the basic text to acquaint the seeker 
with the facts and truths essential 
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to an understanding of the Faith. 
We are happy to announce a 

study course entitled " A New 
Approach to Bahci'u'Ucih and the 
New Era." It is adapted for use 
in the informal, continuing fireside. 
It has one page of clear directives 
which any beginner can use. 

There are lists of suggested gift 
pamphlets to accompany study of 
each chapter. The course offers var
ious devices and helps, such as: 
thought questions, true~false tests, 
visual aids, discussion suggestions, 
and a story supplement. 

It provides brief one-page pre~ 

sentations for general class dis
tribution on such subjects as: Words 
of Christ, specific promises of what 
prayer can do for you, listed Bible 
prophecy references. 

Anyone can use this course. It is 
designed for beginners to use. It 
provides sufficient material so that 
it can be adapted to various condi~ 
tions. 

The members of the Assisting 
Panel of the National Program
ming Committee have mimeo
graphed this course. It can be pur
chased from the Baha'i Publishing 
Committee, and the. price is $.75 
per copy, 
-NATIONAL PROGRAMMIN"G CoMMI'ITEE 

Dol SpriDp, Ark" bolds RePonal Teaching Coaf ......... In Its center, ..sib 14 beUevers 
&00 ., visiting frleDds. from Ark. and Olda., July z...3. 

The Home Front 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

Three new believers, all soldiers 
of Ft. Richardson, have been wel
comed into the Alaskan Baha 'i lam~ 
ily. 

The first Baha'i marriage cere
mony in Alaska since it was legal
ized was performed by the Anchor
age Assembly for two friends who, 
through this, have been attracted 
to the teachings. 
ARLINGTON, VA. 

Dentist spreads Faith. The Baha'i 
Center here is indicated by a sign 
and arrow beneath a dentist's win
dow. Since he and his nurse were 
unacquainted with the Faith they 
could not answer their patients' fre
quent questions about it. The nurse, 
feeling her inadequacy, sought infor
mation, receiving the New Era and 
pamphlets which now answer hers 
and patients' questions. Though doc
tor and nurse are active in their 
own church they thus open-mindedly 
spread the Word of Baha'u'llOh. 
BERKELEY, CALIF. 

RTC holds Baha'i Children's Day_ 
To fill the gap of a closed sum
mer school, N. Calif. and Nev. RTC 
arranged a special day for children, 
Aug: '14 at John Hinkle Park, Berke
ley. Aged 6 to 14, they attended 
lour preliminary classes in their 
local areas, co-ordinated by the RTC 
toward the· focal point of uthe dayt\ 
When the forty youth gathered for 
the big occasion, each small group 
had a part: telling of the major 
figures of the Faith and their teach
ings; animating puppets while giv~ 
ing glimpses of the Baha'i Faith; 
dramatizing some of our universal 
principles; explaining the meaning 
and history of the House of Worship 
with placards of the symbols and 
design; discussion by six member 
panel of "The Distinguishing Charac
teristics of a Baha'i". The children 
gave convincing evidence of their 
serious interest in the Faith and 
parents and friends were gratified. 
BRIEFS 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA holds 
Youth Summer School with Temple 
talk, history and three "Central Fig
ures 01 our Faith", need for Admin~ 
istration ... ARIZONA RTC, now 
separately constituted, met with 30 
believers, discussed theme HThe 
Most Important of_ All Things". _mat~ 
erial taken from Rlll).iyyih Khanum's 
teaching message . . . NEW YORK 
RTC reports from Area Teaching 



meetmg, to make contacts, "be more 
friendly: to neighbors, \velcorne new. 
comer to commilllity, give loving 
service to others, join organizations 
whose aims parallel ours ... HAM
BURG, N. Y. was the scene of west. 
ern state regional picnic attended 
by 74 from 17 towns to hear Dr. 
James Shanney and Ala'i Kalantar 
... WAUKEGAN, ILL. witnessed a 
Regional Teaching Conference Aug. 
20-21, well attended bv the friends 
who engaged in a si~.section talk 
and discussion Wlder general theme 
HA World Crusade" . . . HAVER: 
FORD, PA. Following a 15 minute 
talk by Mrs. Marguerite Sears to 100 
people at a recent NAACP meeting, 
some good contact work de\~~loped 

. ADA COUNTY, IDAHO held in
ter-community meeting with BOISE 
attended by 20 contacts, to hea; 
Raphael Pumpelly speak. Also, dur
ing summer, children from 3 to 11 
years met weekly for nature studies
handicraft, supervised play ... SY~ 
RACUSE, N.Y. was host for Regional 
Picnic enjoyed by 102, of whom 48 
were non-Baha'is. There was a hike, 
talk, negro quartet, Temple Fund 
consultation. child play supervision 
one folding chair left over . . . MIAMi 
FLA. sponsored a weinie roast Wlder 
its Extension Teaching Comm., self
serve around open fire which after
wards was center of a circle seated 
on the lawn for informal. lively chats 
about the Faith .... PROVIDENCE 
R. I. says its Baha'i library is no~ 
indexed, well supported by pamph
lets, and set up in the Murray 
home for friends· constant use . . . 
PASADENA, CAL. offers the believ
ers for consideration, its LSA decis- . 
ion to send to Temple Fund money 
ordinarily spent on. flowers for 
deceased Baha'is ... 

youth CoDlerence at Jamestown. N.Y. 
011 .July 9-11. 
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Around the Baha'i World 
BRIT1SH ISLES (Baha'i J'oumal) 

In its supplementary report, the 
NSA annollllced that the prizes 
newly won during the period of the 
Six Year Plan have been maintained 
and one new assembly established 
in Norwich. 

. The report added, however, that 
m Beliast, Oxford and Liverpool the 
assemblies originally planned had 
not yet been established; and the 
Bournemouth believers have been 
reduced again to a Group, after hav
ing won and lost As sembly status 
three times. 

Edinburgh and Cardiff Assemb
lies also needed reinforcing, which' 
w:as accomplished by transferring 
pIOneers from their goal towns to 
these communities. 

Calling for great effort and sac
rifice on the part of the British be
lievers, the NSA report declared that 
50 believers would be needed in the 
goal towns and that replacements 
would be required for some of the 
settlers who had so valiantly trans
ferred their membership to save tot
tering assemblies. 

CANADA 
Progress of the Canadian believe:r;:s 

is indicated in their report of a 20 
per cent membership- increase dur
ing the past year. Goal during the 
next four years includes establish
ment of 15 new assemblies. 

Five summer conferences have 
been planned, in British Columbia, 
Alberta~ Manitoba, Ontario and the 
Maritimes. 

In the last hours of the dissolved 
House of Commons, the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha';s of 
Canada was granted an Act incor
porating them as a relig·ious organi
zation with their head office at To
ronto. News of incorporation was 
hailed by the Guardian as a "mag
nificent victory unique in the annals 
of the East and West". 

INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BURMA 
(From "Baoo'i News Letter") 

Baha'is gathered at the New Delhi 
Convention displayed a tulity which 
appeared to have attracted the Holy 
Spirit and guided their elections and 
decisions. A Convention resolution 
was prepared and sent to the Hon

.orable Pandit J'awaharal Nehru, 
Prime Minister of India, requesting 
the return of the National Baha·i 

Headquarters at 6, Canning Road, 
New Delhi. These quarters were 
built at the express direction of 
Shoghi Effendi, and represent the 
sacrifice of Baha'is of India, Pak
lsian and Burma as well as contri· 
butions of their co-religionists in the 
different continents of the world. The 
government of India had requisi
tioned the Baha'i property with a 
pledge to de-requisition it at the end 
of a year. 

Pioneering was a topic high On 
the Convention agenda. It was made 
known that the conflict between the 
desire for comfort and the rigors 
of homel!=!,ssness, between the ma
terial and spiritual, had to be fought 
and won by every pioneer. 

Baha'is from India. Pakistan and 
Burma elected to the NSA at their 
20th annual convention are as fol
lows: A. C. Joshi, G. Amreliwalla 
K. K. Bhargava, K. H. Payman' 
Prof. Pritam Singh, M. H. Ilmi' 
M. M. H. Afnan, S. H. Koreshi, and 
D. C. Khanna. 

News came from Calcutta that two 
believers had volunteered to pioneer 
in Siam and Indonesia, and that a 
pioneer for Ceylon had also been 
found. 

Charles Mason Remey, who so 
many years ago visited the East 
and India,_ plans, with the Guard
ian's full approvai and encourage
ment, to go there again. Although 
advanced in years, his .love for the 
Cause and his strong desire to meet 
"With the believers in distant lands 
and help them in their teaching 
work, impels him to undertake this 
long journey. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 
(From "Annual RepoTt of N.S.A.") 

A survey sent to believers by the 
History Committee produced 61 re
plies which revealed personal con
tact as the most effective means 
of attracting people to the Cause. 
Of the 61 Baha'is responding to the 
circular, two were attracted to the 
faith through personal contact, 19 
came through fireside meetings, 10 
came through public lectures. six 
came tllI~ough reading books and lit
erature, one came through seeing 
an advertisement in the newspaper, 
and one came through a Summer 
School. 

The Educational Department of 
the State of Victoria has recognized 
the Baha'i Holy Days in response to 

I· -~--.. 
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an application for leave of absence 
on those days, requested by Mr. R. 
Cover, a Baha'i in the employment 
of that department. The NSA 
noted a similar case t that of Mr. 
C. J. Easey who is employed with 
a private firm-aod urged that 
whenever possible, Baha'is should 
observe the Holy Days set aside in 
the Baha'i calendar. 

During the Baha'i year 105 (1948-
1949), the summer and winter seg· 
sions at Yerrinbool Baha'i School 
witnessed nine declarations of ac
ceptance of the Faith. Although 
equipment at the school has been 
expanded to accommodate 30 people 
with catering for 50, the need for 
extra facilities has led to. NSA ap
proval for the erection of a new 
dormitory. 

The Committee on the quarterly 
"Herald of the South H, have given 
the pocket-size magazine a '4new 
look" in line with other rn6dem 
magazines, and invite Baha'is of 
America, Canada, England, India, 
Iraq, Egypt, and other parts of the 
world to subscribe. Additional sub
scriptions are -needed to make the 
magazine self-supporting. 

CANADA 
(From '"'Canadian Baha'i News") 
Total attendance was 95 at a ser

ies of five public meetings held in 
Ottawa during May. Speakers in
eluded Mrs. Terah Smith of Bing
hamton, N. Y., Rowland Estall of 
Montreal, arid Lloyd Gardner of To
ronto. 

The Faith is also invading the 
north country with regular firesides 
at the home of Elsie Beecroft Mar
tel of Sudbury. 

From Greater Toronto comes 
news of a visit by Miss Agnes Alex
ander who flew from Honolulu to 
visit the American convention. Miss 
Alexander taught for many years 
in Japan, and was the first Baha'i 
teacher in Korea. The Greater To
ronto area Baha'is entertained her at 
luncheons, teas and firesides, where 
she shared with them and their 
mends her reminiscences of Haifa, 
Japan and Hawaii. Her picture al
bum contained scenes of Mount Car
mel, the BaM'i shrines and gardens. 

Scarboro and Toronto communi
ties combine their social activities 
for youth. Some of the occasions 
include swimming, beach parties, 
dancing classes, and hikes. 

Further news from Canada in-
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eludes the tenth Annual Interna
tional Picnic held at Queenston on 
June 12th with 250 present. The first 
picnic was started by Howard and 
Mabel Ives with 40 present. Visitors 
from the United States, India, Trini
dad, Barbadoes, and England were 
present to hear talks by Mrs. Edith 
MacLaren aod John Howe. 

Latin Ameriean News 
The BaM'is of both Central and 

South America are increasingly fix· 
ing their attention and efforts on 
their emergence as independent 
national communities in 1951, when 
their own National Spiritual Assem
blies will come in to being. The 
National (territorial) Committees 
throughout Latin-America seem fully 
aware of their own great responsi
bilities in laying the IlecessarJ 
foundation by 1951, and many indi
vidual Latin-American believers as 
well as the Local Spiritual Assem
blies are laboring valiantly for the 
successful realization of this goal 
in our second Seven-Year Plan. 

This heartening, inspiring picture 
of the Cause in Latin-America at 
this moment. was presented to the 
Committee by our Chairman, Mr. 
Edwin Mattoon, who returned on 
August 28 after spending nearly two 
months travelling throughout Latin
America. meeting many of the 
BaM'is and consulting with all of 
the National Committees, in Mexico, 
El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, 
Panama, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, 
Chile, Argentina, Uruguay and 
Brazil. His impression is reinforced 
by the new plans and projects now 
being initiated. 

The National Teaching Committee 
of South America, as well as that 
of Central America, are completing 
plans for a series of Regional Teach
ing Conferences. These Conferences 
will replace the school which has 
been held each year in connection 
with the national congress for each 
territory. Some of these Confer
ences will be for one country only, 
as in Chile and Brazil; others will 
take in two or three countries, such 
as the one to be held in Montevideo, 
which will be attended by Baha'is 
from Uruguay, Argentina and. Para
guay, another conference to be held 
in Bogota and attended by repre
sentatives from Colombia, Ecuador 
and Venezuela, and a fifth confer
ence in La Paz, for Bolivia and" 
Peru. There will be four such con-

ferences' in the Central American 
territory, although we do not yet 
know the exact locations, These con
ferences will concentrate upon train
ing of Latin-American Baha'is as 
effective teachers of the Cause, and 
their effect, we are sure, will be to 
strengthen the bonds of love and 
unity among the Latin-American 
believers. 

The National Reviewing and Pub
lishing Committee in Mexico City 
is now in the process of reviewing 
the Spanish version of HThe Bahit. 'i 
Community" and this valuable aid 
to the Latin-American believers in 
their study and understanding of 
the Baha'i Admiuistrative Order 
should be printed and ready for dis
tribution within the near future. 

The National Radio Committee in 
Santiago, Chile, is enthusiastically 
preparing radio programs for dis
tri bution throughout South America. 
Some of these programs will be for 
30 minutes, some for 15 and others 
for only five, and will include many 
different types I such as dramatiza
tions of episodes in Baha'i history? 
skits, dialogues and brief discourses 
on the Faith. 

The National Publishing Commit
tee in Santiago is hard at work on 
many promising ideas for improving 
the distribution and stimulating the 
sale of Baha'i literature. The Baha'is 
of Santiago have recently rented a 
very fine new Center, part of which 
is being used by the Publishing Com
mittee for storage and office space; 
and this is proving to be a great 
help to the Publishing Committee in 
carrying out its work effectively. 

Alexander Reid, who is a na
tive of Punta Arenas. will be com
pleting his medical training within 
a few months and is then going to 
Punta Arenas to establish his prac
tice. He will at the same time be 
able to render a great service to 
the Cause by pioneering in a city 
whose importance has been often 
stressed by our beloved Guardian, 
because of PlUlta Arenas' "geogra
phical position at the extrem.e south
ern tip of South America. 

We learn through our pioneer in 
Colombia, Gayle Woolson, that 
Gloria Sanchez, a Baha'i Youth from 
Bogota tooK the initia ti ve of making 
a trip to Medellin, Colombia, for 
experience as a Baha'i teach~r. She 
took part in two meetings, at one 
of which she gave a very fine talk. 
According to Gayle, she left a won-



derful impression on all present, and 
everyone admired her capacity and 
devotion to the Cause, especially 
in view of her being only 17 year s 
old. 

Meanwhile, the Inter-America 
Committee has had the pleasure of 
consulting with Artemus Lamb Who, 
with his wife, has returned tempo
rarily to the United States, after 
their having served the Cause so well 
in Chile. Artemus is planning to 
return to South America, however, 
just as- soon as possible.· 

It has also been the Committee's 
pleasure to consult with Sheila 
Rice-Wray, who is returning as a 
pioneer to the Central American 
field. She will leave Chicago a bout 
September 10 and will visit several 
of the Central American republics. 
She plans to settle in one of the 
Central American countries for an 
indefinite period of time. 

We are happy to know of Sheila's 
return to Latin-America not only be
cause of the fine work which she 
has already done, but particularly 
because of the pressing need, 
stressed by the Guardian in his cable 
of June 29, for more North American 
pioneers now, to the La tin-American 
field. 1951 is not so very far away, 
and although the Latin-American 
believers are responding magnifi
cently to the challenge facing them, 
nevertheless dedicated, self-support
ing North-American pioneers are 
urgently needed to insure the suc
cessful completion of our mission 
in Latin-America. If you feel willing 
and able to participate in this glori
ous task, please contact the Inter
American Committee, c/o Miss Julie 
Regal, 12124 S. Normal Avenue, Chi
cago .28, Illinois. 

New Deadline 
An eff<lrt is being made to 

have Baha'; News in the mail 
not later than the fifth of each 
month. Therefore all material . 
for any one issue must be in 
the editorial office on or before 
the tenth of the preceding 
month. 

Material received after this 
date cannot· be considered for 
use. 

-BAHA'f NEWS EDlTORI.&L 

CoMMrrI'EI: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 

Lansing, Mich. 
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Score to Date - September 28, 1949 
·on Response to the Temple Fund 

G:roop 
$400 
$100 

Estimaled 
N1ll1lher for 2 yean 

140. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $112,000.00 

$ 25 
*Special 

516 .......................... $103,200.00 
515 ................. _ ........ $ 25,750.00 
886 ...... - ................... $209,319.87 

Total. 2057 ......... _ ................ $450,269.87 
Received against above resolves ................ $214,455.56 

• All resolves not falling in other three categories. 

Many friends have asked. if they could send in their next year's 
resolve now. This would be very helpful. 

Contributions from Assemblies 
for the Month of July, 1949 

Alaska - Anchorage. Arizona - North 
Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson.- Arka.Dsas
Eureka Springs, Little Rock. California
Alhambra. Berkeley, Beverly Hills, Bur
bank, Burlingame, Carmel, E1 Monte 
Twp. Escondido Twp .• Fresno. Glendale. 
Glendale Twp., Inglewood, Long Beach, 
Los Angeles, Monrovia, Monrovia Twp.,. 
Oakland, Palo Alto. Pasadena, Sacra· 
mento, San Bernardino, San Diego, Santa 
Barbara, South Gate. Colorado--Colorado 
Springs, Denver. COIIDecUcut. - New 
Haven. Greenwich, Harttord. Delaware
Wilmington. Disi. el Columbia - Wash
ington. Florida. - Jacksonville. Miami, 
St. Augustine. Georgia-Atlanta, Augusta. 
Hawaii - Honolulu. Maui. Idaho - Ada 
County. Boise. D1IDois--Batavia, Cham
paign. Chicago. DanVille. Elmhurst. Ev
anston, MayWood. Oak Park. Peoria. 
Springfield. Urbana. Wilmette, Winnetka. 

Indiana - Indianapolis, Fort Wayne. 
Soutb Bend. lowa.-cedar Rapids, Water
Joo. Kausas - Topeka. lAaisiana - New 
Orleans. Maine - Portland. Maryland
Baltimore. Massachuseti:s-Beverly, Bos
ton, Brookline. Springfield, Worcester. 
Mlchlpu-Detroit. Flint. Grand Rapids, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Lansing, Muske
gon. Roseville. Mbmesota-Duluth,. Min
neapolis. St. Paul. Mississippi-Jackson. 

Missouri-Independence, Kansas City. 
St. Louis. Montapa-Butte. Great Falls. 
Nebraska-Macy, Omaha. New Damp
sbire--Portsmouth. New lersey-Bergen
field, Dumont, East Orange, Jersey City, 
Montclair , Newark, Red Bank. RidgE"
wood. Teaneck. New Mexlco--Albuquer
que. New York - Binghamton, Buft'alo, 
Geneva, Jamestown, New- York, Roches-· 
ter, Penn Yan, Syracuse, Yonkers. Non .. 
Carolina - Greensboro. North Dakota
Fargo. 

Ohlo--Cleve]and, E. Cleveland, Dayton, 
Columbus. Lima, Mansfield. Toledo. 
Oklahoma - Oklahoma City. Oregon -
Portland. PetmaylvaDia. - Pbiladelphia, 
Pittsburgh, Scranton, West Chester. 
Puerto Rico-San Juan. Bode Islaud
Providence. Soatb. CaroUDa - Columbia 
Greenville. Sogtb Dakota.--Sioux: Falls. 
Temaessee Memphis, Nashville. Tesas
Dallas. Houston, San Antonio. Vermont-

Brattleboro. 
Virginia-Alexandria, Arlington. Wash

i.ng1on - Kirkland. Marysville, Monroe, 
Seattle, Tacoma. West. Virginia.--Charles
ton. Wisconsin - Kenosha, Madison. Ra
cine, Milwaukee. Shorewood, Somers 
Twp .• Wauwatosa, Whitefish Bay. Wy
oming-Laramie. 
Number Assemblies ................. 174 
Assemblies contributing .............. 154 
Not Contributing ............. ~ . . . . . .. 20 
Groups contributing ................. 50 
Individuals contributing ............. 68 
Special contribuiions from Baha'is ot 
Australia & New Zealand. 

Contribution8 from .A8sembIfes 
for the Month of August, 1949 

Alaska - Anchorage. AriPDa - North 
Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson. Ar ... ·N· ..... 
Eureka Springs. LitUe Rock. Callfomia
Alhambra. Berkeley, Beverly Hil..ts, Bur
bank, Carmel, Geyserville, El Monte 
Twp., Escondido Twp., Fresno. Glendale~ 
Glendale Twp., Inglewood, Long Beach. 
Los Angeles, Monrovia, Monrovia Twp... 
Oakland, Oceanside, Palo Alto, Pasa· 
dena, San Bernardino, Sacramento, San 
Diego, San Francisco, Santa Barbara, 
Santa Monica. South Gate. Colorado
Colorado Springs, Denver. CoIIIlecticut-
Greenwich, Hartford. Nelt' Haven. Dela
ware-Wilmington. Dlst.. of Columbia
Washington. Florida. - Jacksonville, Mi· 
ami, St. Augustine. Georgia - Augusta. 
HawaU - Honolulu, Maul Idaho - Ada 
County, Boise. DDIloIs-Batavia, Cham
paign, Chicago. Danville, Elmhurst, Ev
aHston. Maywood. Oak Park, Peoria? 
PhoeDix (Harvey), Springfield, Urbana, 
Wilmette, Wmnetka. 

Indiana - Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend. Iowa-Cedar Rapids, Water
loo. Kansa.s - Topeka. LoaisiaDa - New 
Orleans. Ma.ine-Eliot. Portland. M ..... 
chaseiis-Boston, Brookline. Springfield, 
Worcester. MlchiPD--'"Ann Arbor. Battle 
Creek. Flint. Grand Rapids, Lansing,. 
Muskegon, Roseville. Mj"aesot. Duluth,. 
Minneapo!is, St. PauL Mlssissippi-J ack~ 
son. 

Missouri-Independence, Xansas City. 
St. Louis. MOD1:aDa-Butte, Helena. Great 
Falls. NebraBlla-Macy, Omaha. Nevatt& 
-Reno. New .Jer&eT....:.....Bergenfield. Du-
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mont, EngJewood, Jersey City, Mont
clair. Newark, Red Bank, Ridgewood, 
Teaneck. New Mexico- - Albuquerque. 
New York-Binghamton, Buffalo. James
town, New York, Rochester. Waterloo, 
Yonkers. North Carolina - Greensboro. 
North Dakota-Fargo. 

Ohio - Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dayton, 
Columbus, Lima, Mansfield, Toledo. 
Oklaboma - Oklahoma City. Oregon -
Portland .. Pennsylvania - Philadelphia~ 
Pittsburgh, Scranton. West Chester. 
Rhode Isla.nd-Providence. South Car
olina..-Columbia, Greenville. South Da
kota-Sioux Falls. Tennessee--Mernphis, 
Nashville. Texas-Housto:n, San Antonio. 
Utab-Salt Lake City. Vermont-Brattle
boro. 

Virginia-Alexandria, Arlington. Wash
jng1.on - Kirkland, Marysville, Monroe, 
Richmond Highlands (July & Aug.), 
Seattle. Tacoma. Wisconsin - Kenosha, 
Madison, Milwaukee. Racine. Shorewood. 
Somers Twp. Wauwatosa, Whitefish Bay. 
Wyoming-Laramie. 
Number Assemblies ........ . ... 174 
Assemblies contributing .............. 154 
Not Contributing ...... 20 
Groups contributing .......... . . .. 48 
Individuals contributing . .. 81 
Special contribution from City of Ade
laide, South Australia. 

Enrolhnents 
Enrollments reported by 
Local Spiriiual Assemblies: 
ARK., Eureka Springs. 1; CALIF., Bur
bank 1 Long Bea ch 1; Los Angeles 3; 
Palo Alto 1; South Gate 2; COLO., Colo
ra80 Springs 1; DEL., Wilmington 1; 
WASmNGTON. D. C. 2: IDAHO, Boise
Ada Co. -1.; MICH., Grosse Pointe 1; 

.Muskegon 1: OIDO. Cleveland 1; WIS., 
Madison 1-1 Youth 
Enrollments reported by 
Regional Teacbi.nz" Committees: 

NORTHEASTERN STATES 
So. N.Y., Conn. 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
Ind. 1 
Ill .. Iowa 1 
Mich. 2 
Wis. 1 

WESTERN STATES 
Ariz. 1 
So, Calif. 1 
Alaska 1 
No. Calif., Nev. 2 

TOTALS-Adwts 29 
Youth 1 

In Memoriam 
Mr. Walter Bowman, Washington, D,C. 

8-7-49 
Miss Mabel Anita Craig, 'Newark, N. J. 

8-7-49 
Dr. 3. E, Foster, Scranton, Pa. (reperted 

8-30-49) 
Dr. A. Lawrence Morris, Albuquerque, 

N.M. 9-610 

C.rrectiOIl 
Mr. Ben Jackson. Downey, Calit. 

passed away on May 31, 1949 and not 
. Mrs. Jackson as published in the Aug. 
issue. This was a typographical error. 
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Publishing Announcements 
Messages to America, 1932-1946 by 

Shoghi Effendi. As an outstanding 
. feature of our glorious Faith, the 
118 letters and cablegrams as pre
sented in this fabrikoid bound vol
ume, is unquestionably appealing to 
every Baha'i. Inspiring and stimu
lating, every message contributes 
a feeling of personal contact with 
our beloved Guardian and covers 
step by step the progressive growth 
of our Faith in this period. It should 
be owned by every member of the 
Baha'i Faith. 118 pages, bound in 
blue fabrikoid, with Notes and Glos
sary, and an Index. $l.00 

Religious Education fOT a Peace
jul Society, by Horace Holley. This 
pamphlet is more timely than ever. 
as questions involving public and 
sectarian education press for solu
tion by the Federal Government and 
divjde the people into different 
camps, For High School teacher, 
librarian or college educator this is 
a challenging Baha'i statement. Per 
copy $.25 

Calendar 
Feasts: 

November 4-Qudrat-Power 
November 23-Qawl-Speech 

Anniversaries: 
November 12-Birth of Baha'u'Uab 

-(suspend work) 
November 26-Day of the Covenant 
November 21-Ascension of 'Abdu'l

Bahil-1 a.m. 

N S A Meeting: 
October 28. 29, 30. 

National" Office: 
536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Otf1ce: 
112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Make Checks Payable N: 
Natioaa1 BaIul'1 FuM 

Bahll.'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden A venue. Wibnette. 
Illinois. 

Make cbecks for books and. pamph
Jets pavable to: 

Balul'i Pul>1lshing CommlUee 

Bahfll'! News Editorial Otfice: 
IDOl W. Genesee ·St. 
Laming. Mich . 

Baha'j News is pub1ished by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha:is of the United States .as the 
official news-letter of the Baha'i 
Community. 

Edited for the National Spiritual 
Assembly by Bahi,'j News Editor

ial Committee: ~lrs. Roberta 
Christian.. chairman. H:r. Richard 
Nolen, Mr. Gordon A. Fraser, 
Editorial office: Mrs. Robena 
Christian., 1011 West Genesee St .• 
Lansing, Mjch. 

Please repon changes of address 
and other matters pertaining- to 
distribution to the BaJui, 'i National 
OtTice. 536 Sheridan Road, W'd
mette, Illinois. 
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PROGRESS REPORT: TbJs picture. taken on August 31. is publisbed to gJve a 
elearer "dea 01. the first stailres or interior const.rucUon. If you will look particula.riy 
at i.be oolumns at the rigbt. you will see bOW' it has been neces:!Cary to cut. away -par. 
of the coocre&e in order to a.pply the cast stone mosaics. More iha.n 75 percent of 'be 
1so1a1ed. round colmnDS were finished by :the -midd1e of Octo1:ter. The recirculatlna: 
n;atila.tion ducts have been Installed in the dome. and ducts are. being iDsiaUed. on 
ibe celliDg below Ole first gallery. Conduit, wirinc". etc.; is being' iDstaUed as the 
'IIFOI'k prop'eSSe5. 

Every Day Is Important . . . 
When- the austerity period started, 

it looked like along time. Two years 
seems a long time. But one fourth 
of the austerity period is now past. 
And events begin to crowd upon us. 
We have won a great spiritual vic· 
tory in Europe. Too, our Latin Amer
ican brothers will soon have their 
'own National Assemblies. 

The daily news brings us a pic
ture of discord and a growing threat 
of atomic war. 

Every day is important, for the 
heart of our Temple is being com· 
pleted. While fear may increas-e. we 
have the promise of the Mas
ter: "Verily the founding of the 
Ma'l!!riqu'l-Adhkilr will mark the in
ception of the Kingdom of God on 
earth." 

We must not falter or hesitate. Our 
dally sacrificial acts can bring healR 

ing to the whole world. The first re
sponse to .the Temple Plan was tre
mendous. But the crisis has not yet 
passed. We still have much to give. 

In briefest form, this is our finan
cial position. On September 30, we 
had $450,000 in the bank for Temple 
construction. The greater part of -this 
has been a single large, non~recur
ring contribution from one individ
ual. ($305,000 is .due for construction 
work in 1949.) About $355,000 will be 
needed Jar construction in 1950. We 
n.eed more res.olves and more sacri
fke to meet the needs of 1950. The 
general budget (regular contribu
tions from individuals, groups, and 
Local Assemblies) is $16,233.87 be
hind. This affects our vital non~Tem· 
pIe activities. 

Day by day, the final beauty of the 
Temple unfolds. We can see it take 

NEWS 
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shape through the dust and confu
sion of construction. fu the future 
men will marvel that we had faith. 
Men will envy us the opportunity we
had to be Temple-builders. 

The Master said the completion of 
the Temple will umark the inception 
of the Kingdom of God on earth:' 
And He promised: "Whosoever 
arises for the service of this build
ing shall be assisted with great 
power from His Supreme Kingdom 
and upon him spiritual and heavenly 
blessings shall descend, which shall 
fill his heart with wonderful consola
tion and enlighten his eyes by be
holding the Glorious and Eternal 
God. tp 

Every day is important.. 
~NATIONAL SPIRITUAL A..ssl:Mm.y 

Echoes of European Conference 
The news received by the Euro

pean Teaching Committee in letters 
from abroad demonstrates the stim
ulating effect that the recent Brus
sels Conference had on the believers 
in all of our "goal Countries", firing 
them with a renewed sense 01 dedi
cation, and with zeal and enthusi
asm. This had tangible expression in 
the post-Conference tl'f(Hiay meet
ing, the "echo", conducted by the 
Baha'is of Holland, .. in Bussum (near 
Amsterdam). This was held directly 
after the Conference, and was at
tended by believers from Norway, 
Denmark and Sweden, as well as be
lievers from many other countries. 
This occasion afforded an opportun
ity for real Bah,,'i fellowship and for 
further discussion of basic Baha'i 
Teachings. The pleasure and the 
benefit derived from this little 
"echo" was very real, as expressed 
to the ETC in letters and reports. 

One of the happiest surprises for 
the visiting believers to the recent 
Conference was the Baha'i Center re
cently established in Brussels (the 
first in Europe under the Seven Year 

Plan). This center is so very digni
fied and attractive, so effeciently' 
functioning and r adia ling such a 
spiritual atmosphere that all were .. 
deeply. impr~ •• ed by it. 
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This center has also proven a 
great boon to the Brussels Commu
nity, as a great deal of interest in 
the Baha'i Faith has been aroused in 
that city due to the Conference and 
the large public meeting held in 
connection with it, and the Center 
affords a most appropriate place to 
meet with inquirers and to hold 
classes for newly interested people. 

The Bern, Switzerland Community 
r.as just acquired a Center of its own 
and it is to be opened most auspi
ciously by the holding of an all-Swiss 
Conference on November fifth and 
sixth. The idea of holding this Swiss 
Conference was inspired during the 
Brussels Conference by the desire 01 
the Swiss representatives to share 
with the believers at home the spirit 
of the Conference and the material 
used there lor the consultations. 
Those participating will be the 
groups of Wolfhalden and Zurich, the 
Communities of Geneva and Bern 
and the isolated believers throughout 
Switzerland. 

The believers in our "goal coun~ 
treH are very aware of the sacri
fices tha t are being made by the 
Bah8'is on the uhome front" in car
rying out the objectives of the second 
Seven Year Plan, and they have a 
deep "",nse of gra ti tude to them for 
the bounty of receiving the Faith into 
their own countries. A tangible ex
pre$sion of this has come in the form 
of contributions to our Temple Fund 
from several of these countries. 
This indeed represents great sacri
fice, as these struggling new com
munities are giving their Hall" for 
the promotion of the Faith in their 
home lands. 

Mrs. Mildred Mottehedeh and her 
two attractive children visited many 
of our I' goal countries" this sum~ 

mer, and Mrs. Beatrice Ashton 
visited some of them on her return 
from Germany. These visits were of 
the greatest help to the newly estab
lished communitie<!., and the ETC 
adds its warmest thanks to theirs 
for this assistance. 

After the Brussels Conference Mr. 
John Robarts of Toronto, Canada 
paid a visit to most of our u goal 
countries" , and we have received 
glowing reports of these visits from 
all of them. Miss Rita Von Sombeek, 
one of the first pioneers to answer. 
the call of the Guardian, has just 
returned to the United States from 
Holland. 

- EUR<lI'Z&N Tlw:BIN<l CoMMrI"1'EE 

NOVEMBER, 1949 

Mr. Geol'l:'e Townshend, author of THE 
HEART OF THE GOSPEL, THE PROM
ISE OF ALL AGES. and the introduc
tion to GOD PASSES BY y aDd many 
others. Mr. Townshend bas recently left 
his . position as Banon of St. Patrick·s 
Cathedral in Dublin and Archdeacon 01 
C1OD1ert, Ie devale his whole ilme Ie 
pioneering in DubHn a.nd-- in wriUn,g' for 
the Bah. 'i Faith. 

"The Old Churches and the 
New World-Faith" 

George TO'Wl1shend, former -Canon 
of St. Patrick's Cathedral in Dublin, 
formally withdrew from the Church 
recently. In a published statement 
printed as a pamphlet, Mr. Town
shend declared his relinquishment 
of . Orders in the Protestant Episco
pal Church of America into which 
he has been ordained in 1906 in the 
diocese of Utah. 

Because of its potential signifi
cance throughout Christendom in the 
West, Mr. Townshend's statement 
was distributed by the British NSA to 
1:,100 leaders of thought in religious, 
educational. social and cultural 
fields. 

Mr. Townshend received a ;Ore
markably kind" reply from the Bish
op of Utah. He also had questions 
from the Primate of Ireland, an in
vitation to speak to a religious so
ciety in London with an offer to print 
the address, and a number of pri
"I,a te letters_ 

Copies of ·Mr. Townshend's pam
phlet have been received in this 
country and may now be purchased 
from the Bahil.'! Publishing Commit
teet 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
IllinoiS, price $.25. 

Public RelatioD.8 
As have most Baha' f committees 

during these times, Baha '\ Public 
Relations has minimized certain 
phases of its activities. These in
elude national advertising and mail
ing of the familiar red-bordered 
"World Religion" bulletin. This 
month. however, the committee re
sumes use of its office at 112 Linden 
avenue, Wilmette. To those friends 
who have experienced delays in 
receiving requested PR rna terials 
this announcement comes as looci 
news. All correspondence should be 
directed to the PR secretary at this 
office. 

Meanwhile, the relations between 
the Baha'I community and the pub
lic continued witho\!t lnterruption. 
Impressions continued to be made. 
Latest of national magazine refer
ences to the Faith appeared in the 
September issue of the pocket-size 
'"Negro Digest." The Baha'I Temple 
was displayed on the cover of 
Ward's HAutomobile Topics" and 
well described in the recently pub
lished uAmerican Guide." From an 
E astern minister came a request for 
Temple slides to illustrate his lee>
ture. Information and photographs 
were sent to a writer for a book on 
religions he was authoring. From 
their vantage point overlooking Chi
.cago, thousands of visitors to the 
towering Board of Trade building 
were handed pamphlets describing 
the Baha'i Temple, rising promi. 
nentiy to the northward. Elsewhere 
Baha'i pamphlets were listed in th~ 
Vertical File, distributed to libraries 
and colleges. And plainly marked.on 
Rand-MeN ally maps of Chicagoland 
is found "Baha'i House of Worship." 

To the Assemblies last month went 
a special 19-day Feast bulletin. This 
time it featured ways and means of 
promoting the Baha'l Faith on UN 
Day, valued by the Guardian for· its 
publicity use. Also included were 
publicity items of national interest 
with suggestions for local adapta
tion. 

To the public the committee con
tinued its selected mailing program, 
national publicity coverage, re
sponses to queries, aids to -colleges 
and libraries and other PR activi
ties essential _"to its program. 

Budgetless, the committee de
pends upon the friends as the only 
source of publicity items and refer
..nces to the Faith made acr08s the 



nation. A publicity map of the U.S. 
is being prepared for the Guardian. 
Will your community be included' 
We need your help. 

Alaska Is R. New State 
Gold, dog-teams t ESkimos, and 

timber may be your picture of this 
northern land, but our Baha'is are 
bringing forth a new gold, that of 
human hearts, and a new state, that 
of an actively lived Faith out among 
the people. Inquirers are so num er
ous that ..• "Believe me ... when 
I say there are not enough of us 
Baha'is up here to take care properly 
of the new contacts. We are all 
worked to a frazzle .... We learned 
how true RUl).iyyih Khanum's sug
gestion is when she said reach in to 
the 'pockets r • " 

Of isolated Baha'Is invited in for 
viSits, Floyd Overhauser said: "I 
just can't imagine living without the 
teaching and will surely do every
thing possible before leaving Woody 
Island to spread the Faith." He goes 
then to University of Washington and 
will work closely with youth there. 
Agnes Parent (Indian and French) 
will return to T"achers College in 
Washington state and work with 
Floyd in teaching Indians. 

Agnes and James Cooper appeared 
on a panel discussion with several 
speakers from various races. The 
room was crowded with new people. 
"One colored man who had studied 
for the ministry said that in all his 
travels in many parts of the world 
he had never found such a group 
that lived what they preached." 
(This was said to the entire audi
ence.) "Our lovely negro soldier Jim 
Cooper answered him so sweetly and 
intelligently that even our modera
tor was so moved it was difficult to 
speak . . . A very fine looking man, 
a Buddhist, stood up and gave quite 
a talk and wants to study our 
books. U A tourist from New Mexico, 
ill lady from Norw-ay and one from 
Puerto Rico expressed the wish to 
know more of the Faith. More con
tacts were made for Fairbanks than 
by going there to live for a month. 

A man came into Robinson's Radio 
Shop for a radio to fill his time, but 
he got the Baha'i Faith instead, re
marking: "This is what I am going 
to investigate". Two Mormon Elders 
stopped to talk to Mrs. Robinson as 
sbe swept the walk. They talked for 
over an hour about Baha'u'llah and 
wanted to come next week. 

BAHA'i NBWS 

"All the friends have these won
derful things to tell. Some arc grow~ 
ing a Baha'i garden to send the pro
ceeds to the Temple. All are arrang~ 
ing their affairs to give more." This 
is: the new state. 

"Meeting the Crisis" 
''Study the Word" 

The book chosen for study in N 0-

vernber and December is The Dis
pensation oj Bahri.'u'Hah, written by 
the Guardian in 1934 on the 90th 
anni versaJP.Y of the founding of the 
Faith. In it the Guardian reviews 
the root principles of Baha'i belief. 
So that there may be no misumler~ 
standing he explains the sta lions of 
the Chief Figures of the Faith, their 
relations to each other, and their re
lations to the Manifestations of the 
past. He divides his theme into four 
great parts - Baha'u'llah, the Bab, 
'Abdu'l-Baha, and the Administrative 
Order. 

Notice how the Guardian brings to~ 
gether quotations to illustrate and 
prove his theme. Regarding the sta
tion of Baha 'u'llah, he gives us eight 
quotations from the Bab, 46 quota
tions from Bahalu!llab., and nine quo~ 
tations from 'Abdu'I-Bahil. In this 
way absolute testimony from the 
writings of the Chief Figures Them
selves is brought together for us. The 
Guardian uses this method in each 
section. 

EssentiaJ Verities 
The Guardian states that his pur

pose is to clarify the root principles 
or essential veri ties of the Faith. In 
order to teach and prepare individ
uals for enrollment in the Baht..' i 
Community, tnese Toot principles 
should be absolutely cleaT to us. 

We would like to suggest that you 
as an individual undertake one major 
effort in your study of the Disp.ma
tion. Study each section by itself; 
then go back and copy out the sen
tences which set forth the root prin
ciples of the Faith stressed by She>
ghi Effendi. 

Number your verities. 'When you 
have finished a careful study oi all 
four sections, you should have a list 
of at least 18 verities. If you have 
less than that, we suggest you re~ 
study the whole letter. 

This is also an excellent letter to 
outline. Outlining the letter and list

. ing the essential verities will. enable 
you to take stock of your O'WIl knowl
edge to see what major principles 

you need to study more thoroughly. 
We are asking you to study the 

Dispensation in November and De
cember as preliminary to study of 
the Will and Testament of 'Abdu"l
Bahci in January and February. The 
January issue of BaM'i News will 
contain special suggestions for that 
study. 
-NATIONAL PROGRAMMING CoMMIT'I'EE 

". • • Eye!! to the Blind • • ." 
During the first six months of the 

year 1949-1950 the demand for lit
erature for tlleblind has been en
couraging. Request for literature in 
Esperanto Braille for Holland was 
received from the European Teach
ing Committee Representative in 
Geneva. This came as a result of the 
ialk in Esperanto given by Etty 
Graeffe on her last night in Europe. 
Orders for Braille books and pam
phlets were received. from as far 
south as Rio de Janeiro and as far 
north as Anchorage, Alaska. 

The Committee has no budget from 
the National Fund so that orders 
received constitute a revolving fwld 
for the continuance and expansion of 
its service. .. 

Most in demand are the following 
Braille Parnphlets:-

World Order Through World Faith 
and 

The World Faith of Baha'u'llah 
(The set of these two pamphlets 

is ordered as THE SET) ...... $1.25 
Faith For Freedom $1.25 

The price quoted, which should ac
company orders, includes postage. 
BAHA'I SERVICE FOR THE BLIND 

616 N. Oxford Avenue 
Los Angeles 4, California 

Bab'-'. Addresses 

National Office: 
536 Sheridlul Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's OOice: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make Checks Payable to: 
National BalIi'i FuDd 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette.. 
Illinois. 

Make checks for books a.Dd pamph
Jets paya.ble to: 

Bau'j PubUshiDg commHiee 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
1001 W, Genesee St. 
Lansing, Mieb.. 
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Score to Date - October 15, 1949 
on Response to the Temple Fnnd 

Estimated 
Group NumbeJ' foJ' 2 ypars 
$400 
$100 

140. . . . . . $112,000.00 
521. . . . . . $104,200.00 

$ 25 
*Special 

524. . . . . . $ 26,200.00 
972. . . . . . . . .............. $212,811. 78 

Totals 
Received 

2,157. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. $455,211.78 
agaiD8l ahove reoolve8. . . . . . . . . .. .... $228,654.17 

-All resolves not falling in other three categories. 

Many friends have asked if they could send in their next year's 
resolve now. This would be very helpful. 

ContributiOl18 from Assemblies 
for the Mouth of September 

Alaska - Anchorage. Arizona - North 
Phoenix, Phoenix,. Tucson. ArkaD&aIJ-
Eureka Springs; Little Rock. California
Alhambra, Berkeley. Beverly Hills, Bur· 
bank, Burlingame. Cannel. Geyserville I 
E1 Monte Twp., Escondido Twp., Fresno. 
Glendale, InglewQl.ld, Long Beach, Los 
Angeles, Monrovia, Monrovia Twp., Oak
land, Oceanside, Palo Alto. Pasadena. 
San Bernardino. Sacramento, San Diego, 
Sa'h Francisco. Santa Barbara, Santa 
Moruca, South Gat... Colorado-Colorado 
Springs. CODD.eCticut - Greenwich, Hart
ford. New Haven. Dp)aware-Wilmington. 
Dts'~ ot Colombla.-Washington. Florida
Jacksonville, Miami. Georgia - Atlanta, 
Augusta. Hawali-Honolulu, MauL Idaho 
-Ada County. Boise. IUinojs - Batavia. 
Champaign, Chic-ago, Danville. Elmhurst, 
Evanston, Maywood, Oak Park, Peoria. 
Phoenix <Harvey). Springfield. Urbana, 
Wilmette, Winnetka. 

Indiana. - Indian"lpolis, Fort Wayne. 
South Bend. Iowa-C'edar Rapids, Water
]00. Kaas&s - Topeka. Louisiana - New 
Orleans. Maine-EJiot, Portland. Mary. 
laDd-Baltimore (Ang). Massachusetts
Beverly, Boston. Brookline, Springfield. 
Worcester. Michigan - Detroit; Flint, 
Grand Rapids, GTosse Pointe Farms, 
Lansing, Muskegon, Roseville. Mllme
sota.-Dulutb, Mifu,eapolis, St. Paul. Mia
Sissippi - Jackson. Missourl- Independ
ene-e, Kansas City, St. Louis. Montana
Butte, Helena. Gr~~t Falls. Nebraska
Macy, Omaha. Nevada. - Reno. New 
Bampstdre- Portsmouth. New :Jersey
Bergenfield. Dumont, East Orange, En
glewood. Jersey City, Newark, Red 
Bank, Ridgewood, Teaneck. New Mexleo 
-Albuql!erque. New York-""Binghamton. 
Bulfalo. Geneva, J'" mestown, New York 
Rochester, Waterloo, Yonkers. Nortb 
Ca..roI.i.na - Greenc;bClro. North Dall:ota~ 

Fargo. 
Obio--Cincinnati, Cleveland. E. Cleve~ 

land, Dayton, Columbus, Lima, Mans· 
fl-;ld. Toledo. Oklaboma-Oklahoma City. 
Oregon-Portland. Peansylvanla-Phila~ 

delphia, Pittsburgh. Scranton. West 
Chester. Rhode Island-Providence. South 
Carolina - Columbia. Greenville. South 

Dakota-Sioux Falls. Tennessee-Mem· 
phis, Nashville. Texas-Houston, San An· 
tonio. Utab-Salt Lake City. Vermont
Brattleboro. 

Virginla.-Alexandria, Arlington. Wash
ington - Kirkland, Marysville, Monroe, 
Richmol1d Highlands, Seattle. Spokane, 
"':':lcoma. West Virgiu.i~arleston. WIs
consin-Kenosha, Madison, Milwaukee, 
Racine, Shorewood, Somers Twp., Wau
watosa, Whitefish Bay. Wyom.1n..c"-Lara· 
mie. 
Number of Assemblies ............... 174 
Assemblies contributing .... . .159 
As sem'oiles not contributing 15 
Groups contributing ... 44 
Individuals contributing .... 82 
Special contributions from Assemblies 0' 
Adelaide, So. Australia; Geneva, Switzer
land, a.nd Rome. Italy; Brussels Confer
ence and Fresno BahA~i Children's CIalS. 

Attention Local 
Treasurers : 

If you wish the name of your 
as~embly to appear monthly in 
the list of contributors, please 
see- that yeur contribution is in 
the hands of your N a tiona', 
Treasurer no-l:.later than the last 
day of that month. 

A deaOlip(> must be met for 
Baha'i News material. We, 
therefore, cannot assure you 
that you will be included unless 
contributiof':s are received no 
later than the above date, 

? • 
Who reconstructed the Sacred 

House of Bahit'u'llah in 
Bag)1dild? 

See Balui'i WOTld Vol. II, p. 68 

The Home Front 
YOUNGSTOWN, N.Y. 

Heavy September rains were no 
deterrent to over 100 Baha'is who 
came to a teaching .conference on 
the eighteenth. Guest speaker. Mrs. 
Victor Davis, secretary of Ca· 
nadian NSA counseled that every
one should pioneer for the Faith, if 
not abroad, then in your neighbor· 
hood; budget time and find out how 
much you are devoting to the Cause 
of God. God wants this new Word 
given to every member of the human 
rAce , . . let us subordinate every
thing to fulfillment of this. One new 
believer reported inviting 16 neigh
bors, of whom nine came, to share 
in an explanation of the Faith. 
RICHMOND HIGHLANDS, WASH. 

An eight-day summer teaching 
conference beginning Aug. 7 at the 
Fellowship House averaged attend
ance of 15 to 20 to participate in 
classes on j·Personal Contacts," 
'·Functions of a Chairman," "Baha'i 
Speaking Technique," "The Baha'i 

. Speaker," HNewspaper and Ra· 
dio Publicity,' and "Comparative 
Religions and Their Branches." 
Complementing this day-time activ
ity, some 50 people gathered nightly 
to hear The Promised Day is Come 
reviewed, Race and Man discussed, 
The Open Door presented, "Let's 
Get Rid ot Prejudice," given by the 
children, and to enjoy a well-directed. 
evening of entertainment. Fourteen 
children under the age of 15 camped 
on the grounds for the week, en· 
gaging in sports and helping in the 
kitchen. Two Sunday public meet
ings during the conference saw some 
85 people gather to hear talks by 
Mr. King and Mr. Nordquist. 
'WATERLOO, N.Y. 

The 27 people attending the Fall 
Workshop, Sept. 10-11 felt that new 
insight was gained on the topics dis· 
cussed: "Aids in Teaching," HHow 
to Live the Baha'i Life," and "Deep
ening Our Understanding ot the 
Teachings." The spirit of the week
end was characterized in this phrase, 
"Everybody worked, everybody ben
efited." Evaluation of the session 
was carried on the last evening and 
plans projected for a Winter Work· 
shop at Christmas. Housing and eat· 
ing were cooperatively handled by 
the Waterloo Baha'is. 
ELIOT, ME. 

Under a five-class program this 
community has averaged an atten.d-



ance of 45 for Sunday study from 
July until Labor Day. The classes, 
two for Baha'is, two for friends, and 
a Forum for both sometimes held 
a picnic lunch and intermission for 
tea. Related cultural and sociological 
topics occupied the Forum and the 
coming fall program will be such a 
group activity, conducted as round
table workshops. 

To correct an impression which 
some of us may have had regarding 
the Greenacre School area, it is 
brought to attention that the nearby 
town of Eliot has been a duly con
stituted Local Spiritual Assembly 
since 1925 and actively carrying on 
work throughout the year. The Sun
day activity reported. is indicative of 
teaching going on most of the year. 
MILWAUKEE, WIS. 

Baha'is are active on the -Mayor's 
Commission on Human Rights. 
Chairman George Brawley is a 
Baha'i, as are Miss Boimer, assistant 
to the Executive Secretary, and Law· 
renee A. Hautz, chairman of the Fact 
Finding Committee. 

BRIEFS 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. Representa
tive grou'p of 81 from 26 communities 
met for Regional Conference Sept. 
10. on "New Spirit of Teaching". 
Cardinal points were: know the 
Teachings in WOrd and spirit; 
way to learn to teach is by actual 
teaching; we must not just read 
the Writings but also act according 
to them. PEORIA, ILL. 
This community begins a Sun
day Worship Hour, Oct. 2 at the 
YWCA with readings from the sa
cred scriptures of the W9rld and 
music. Monthly an outside speaker 
will talk .... ALEXANDRIA, VA. 
A recent fireside discussion was 
led by Jimmie Fozdar, young Bahati 
from lndiat whose grandfather. was 
one of first Persian pioneers to India. 
Several guests from Indian Embassy 
were among 30 who participated in 
an evening so enthralling that sev
eral walked out without umbrella. 
hat, and gloves ... CHARLESTON, 
W. VA. A three-session summer con
ference, Aug. 28, 100 percent at
tended, used the approach of each 
person acting as a teacher during 
the OODference to strengthen their 
natural method of telling the story. 
All were enthusiastic about speaking 
and listening. _ .. DENVER, COL. 
The Bahli'j center, crowded to its 
doors, saw Mrs. Ann Howard of In
dependence, Mo. speak on UThe Na-
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Dear Baha'i friends: 

As you can well imagine the Treasurer's Office is under great pres
sure because of the special drive and the continuing increase in our 
daily work. 

I am making every effort to keep expense! down and am at the 
present time operating with just one assistant who is making great 
sacrifices in both time and effort. 

It is becoming increa~ingly difficult for us tn keep our records 
straight because local Assemblies and groups are sending in their own 
personal checks with no explanations as to who should be credited. 
When they are credited '0 the individual believers we receive letters 
from them asking us to change this because they meant the contribution 
for the Assembly. or group. or vice versa. 

This situation is growing continually worse and can only be straight
ened out by the immedia_te cooperation of the frienns. 

If a contribution is sent in on a personal check. please see that it is
accompanied by a letter or note stating that it is a pe'rsonal contribu· 
tion, a contribution from a group, or a contribution from an Assembly. 
We have no way of knowing unless .you tell us. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

tions Live Together", Aug. 13 Audi
ence was almost half non-Baha'is. 

BROOKLINE. MASS "Idle 
Worship" was Ibe talk given by Mrs 
Ethelinda Merson before 35 guests in 
rt Baha'i -home, keynoting neceSSity 
for a Faith which takes expression 
in deeds.. HOUSTON. TEX.-The 
R TC for Texas expresses gratitude 
for the new direct mailing system of 
Bah.a'i News and foresees greater c0-

hesion between isola ted believers 
and communities, besides reduction 
of mailing costs.. HAMILTON, 
MASS. An estimated 100,000 persons 
attended Topsfield Fair, Labor Day 
week, at which area Baha'IS manned 
a disolay booth, distributing litera
ture from their favorable site at the 
main entrance. 

New Deadline 
An effort is being made to 

have Baha~i News in the mail 
not later than the flftb of each 
month. Therefore all material 
for anyone issue must be in 
the editorial office on -or before 
the tenth of the preceding 
month. 

Material received after this 
date cannot be considered for 
use. 

-BAHA'i NEWS EDlTOIUAL 

CoMMI'I"I'EE 
1001 W_ Genesee St. 

Lansing, Mich. 
. 

PMLIP G. SPRAGUE, TreasuTer 

Local Spiritual Aaeembly 
Annual Reports, COIlt'd 

Additional annual reports of L()Cal 
Spiritual Assemblies have been re
ceived from Butte, Montana: Inde

"pendence, Missouri; Providence, 
R.I.; and San Francisco. California. 

BUTTE, MONTANA 
Color slides of the Temple, of 

Green Acre and Louhelen swrimer 
schools and other Baha'i activities 
were shown by Mr. George D. Miller 
to over 400 non-Baha'i adults and 58 
children at various meetings held in 
Butte and elsewhere in the' state_ 

Window displays in the store win· 
dows of a flower shop and a candy 
shop in Butte received much atten
tion. The displays featured a very 
large photograph of the Temple, 
around which were placed selected 
groups of Baha'i books and" pamph~ 
lets. . 

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI 
Regular newspaper advertisements 

produced a number -of inquir
ies from interested readers, includ· 
ing a telephone call from a high 
school student who was writing a 
paper on the Baha'i Faith for one of 
his cla •• es_ The youth had read 
about the Faith and noticed the tele
phone number in an advertisement. 

At the request of the radio ata
tion KIMD program director, the 
Local Spiritual Assembly prepared 
and gave a program on the de
votional period from 9:30 to 9:45 
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o'clock on the mornings of Septem
ber 27 through October 1st. 

The progr am consisted of direct 
quotations from the writings of the 
Baha'i Faith against a background of 
soft organ music. The readings 
occupied six or eight minutes of the 
time, with breaks of solo organ 
music. 

PROVIDENCE, R.l. 
In cooperation with the Jewish 

Community Center t the Providence 
believers sponsored a meeting last 
spl"ing, which was part of the pro
gram for World Affairs Week. 

The Jewish Community Center fur
nished the place, and the Baha'is fur
nished the speaker, Hilda Yen Male. 
She spoke from her United Nations 
background to an audience of 200 
persons. 

"Services for Brotherhood," which 
consisted of inter-faith and inter-ra
cial services in churches and tem
ples held once a month, also re-· 
ceived cooperation from the Provi
dence Baha'is. Clarence Newport, 
chairman of the Assembly, was the 
Baha'i representative at the com
mittee meetings. Mr Newport read 
from the "Hidden Words of Baha
u'llilh;' and also read the UPrayer 
For All Nations" by 'Abdu'l-Baha 
at some of the meetings. After each 
meeting, at which Baha'i literature 
was made available. there were al
ways some inquirers about the 
Baha'i Faith. 

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF. 
, Regular Friday night public meet

ings were maintained throughout the 
year with an aver age attendance of 
26 people. Suceessaf the meetings 
was attributed to the innovation of 
designating one evening a month as 
uspecial," with refreshments and 
music together with the best Baha'i 
speakers available. 

TWo af the four Anniversary meet
ings with special programs, publici
ty and mailed invitations were at
tended by 115 people each, while one 
'meeting was attended by 79 people, 
and another by over 200. 

The commW"lity also provided Mr. 
Firuz Kazemzadeh as the Baha'i 
speaker' to explain principles of the 
Faith to a class on Comparative Re
ligion given at San Francisco State 
College. 
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BUSINESS MANAGER-Mrs. Clara R. Wood started her huslDesa career as faBhIaD 
editor of "Bon Too" magazine and was for 14 years with .1. J. LltUe aDd 1ve8p New 
York publishers. For ZO years she has been busmess JDaDager' of the Bahai.'i PuhUU
ing- Committee with headquariers a1 110 LiDdeD Ave •• wUmeUe. (from uWDmette 
Life") 

Publishing Announcements 
The Citadel 0/ the Faith 0/ Baha

'u'llah. To herald the approach of 
the half-way mark in the Second 
Sev~n Year Plan, the Guardian gave 
us a soul stirring message. This was 
sent individually to every Baha'i and 

'it is' hoped that every Baha'i has 
read and re-read it. It should be 
kept continually before us. There 
are still copies available, and they 
may be obtained from the Publishing 
Committee. Price per" copy lOc or 
12 copies for $1.00. 
Questions the World Is Asking. The 
problem how to make favorable 
cOlltacts is uppermost in the minds 
of every active believer. One effect
ive method of developing contacts 
by individual" believers or by com
mWlity action is through use of the 

series of five leaflets entitlep; "Ques
tions the World Is Asking." The five 
questions successively raised are. 

Has Religion Failed? 
Why this World Upheaval? 
Is there a Wor!d Leader? 
Can Peace be Mamtained~. 
Can Human Nature be Changed? 
Each leaflet stresses the import-

ance of the five questions, and gives 
the Baha'i teachings which answer 
them. The series can be used as a 
campaign for mailing lists or indi
vidual leaflets can be given out at 
meetings as free literatuie~ TIle cost 
of this contact literature is very moo
erate. Five sets (25 leaflets) 25c. 
50 sets (250 leaflets) $2.25; '100 sets 
(500 leaflets) $4.00. Order from Baha'I 
Publishing Committee, 110 Linden 
Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. 



BAHA'f NEWS 

Hawaiian Bahi.'is aDd friends OIl tile island of Maul, gathered for a luncheon in bonor 
of Morris Freedm.an from Honolulu. Mrs. Mary Fa.ntom. (hoJd.i.ug the Grea.test 

Name) is the first Baha:i of Hawaiian ancestry in the Terrltory. 

Around the Baha'i World 
IRANIAN WOMEN CONFER 

A conference composed of Baha'i 
,,"'Omen representatives from 20 
provincial centers and of members 
of the National Committee for the 
Advancement of Baha'i Women was 
held in 'fthrim at the National Ha~i
ratu'l-Quds during the week before 
Ridvan. The conference lasted for 
three days and was the third one of 
its kind to be organized and directed 
entirely by Baha'i women. Its main 
object was to survey the vast field 
of work courageously undertaken by 
Persian Bahit' i women under their 
four-year project. to exchange views 
and to propose lines of action where
by progress in feminine education 
and welfare could be effectively in
sured and the existiog handicaps and 
hinderances removed, 

No one attendiog the conference or 
reading a report about its proceed
ings could fail to be impressed by 
the manifestations of ability and re
sourcefulness on the part of the 

. members in conductiog business and 
in directirig the course of the conver· 
sa tion so as to produce concrete re
sults. On the whole the conference 
was a great success. It enabled both 
the representatives and -the commit
tee members to obtain a fuller 
appreciation of what is being done 
by Baha'i women in Iran In the way 
of 'self-advancement and' to get 
acquainted with the .nature of cares 
and problems with which each parti
cular community is burdened. More-

over it awaken~ a rare spirit of 
love, joy and enthusiasm, a renewed 
sense of assurance and dedicatio~ in . 
the heart of all those present and 
afforded a precious opportunity to 
strengthen ties of intimate fellowship 
between one another. 

On April 14, the day on which the 
inaugural session was held. the con
ference members were invited to a 
lllOcheon arranged by the NSA in 
their honor. Also during the subse
quent days they were befittingly en
tertained by various Baha'i commu
nities and organizations in Tihran. 
GREAT BRITAIN 

The Crusade for World Govern
ment received active cooperation of 
the Edinburgh Bah';' 'is when Eric 
Manton, pioneer from Northampton 
to Edioburgh, spoke at the first pub
lic meeting held by the World Gov
ernment crusaders in Edinburgh. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BURMA 
(Year 105 Annual Reports) 

The Jaipur Congress Souvenir for 
1948 carried a two-page advertise
ment consisting .of excerpts from IIA 
Pattern for Future Society" by the 
Guardian. This was one of the publi
city projects undertaken by the 
Baha'is of India, Pakistan and 
Burma, according to their Annual 
Report. 

Copies of jlThe Faith of Baha~ 

'u'lJa.h", and HA Baha'i Declaration 
of Human Obligations and Rights", 
and "The Work of BahA'is in Pro
motion of Human Rights" were- sent 
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to all legislators in India, Paki
stan and Burma, and in Ceylon to 
high·placed government officiall, al 
welL 

Principles of the Baha'f World 
F ai th were printed on the back of 
700,000 copies of school exercise 
books published by Mr. Ghulam 
Husayn Amreliwalla of Bombay, 
giving cOllo try-wide publicity to the 
principles. 

Further publicity resulted when 
the Higginbotham railway booItstalJ. 
agents offered to display and sell 
Baha'i literature at the 78 stations 
where they operate. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 
In an effort to achieve the goall 01 

their Six Year Plan the NSA at a 
recent meeting voted to increase 
their public relations, teaching and 
pioneering activities. 

In metropolitan areas where con
ditions are favorable, the NSA 
adopted the policy of immediately 
establishing groups in towna nearby 
with the expectation that these small 
Baha'i groups will eventually become 
Assemblies. 

The "Act of the Governor's 
Office" 

(Received by Dr. Robert L. Gulick 
from A. H. Collesstaneh, M.D. Dated 
at Cairo, Egypt, 713/48) 
" . . . Amongst the Bah .. 'I group of 
friends in Cairo, there is a poor old 
Ba.hil'f painter or 'Khatta.t' as it is 
called in Arabic, who lives in a dis
trict called Siyyidih Zaynab in old 
native Cairo. Nobody ever heard of 
the activities of this humble servant 
of the Cause W1til he introduced 
three new believers (an engineer, a 
dentist, and a merchant) .who came 
to be registered. as members of the 
Baha'i compllmity. They met the 
special committee and in the Jast 
Nineteen Day Feast they were de
clared as Bah';' 'is and moreover they 
said that they are the headliners for 
a big group which will soon follow 
their steps and will come forward 
to be registered! They were all 
from Siyyidih Zayrra b! Who taught 
them the .. Bah .. 'I principles and 
guided them to the path of God? The 
answer was poor old lQIatjat 
'Abdu'l-Biisit of wbose activities very 
few lroew anything! 

"'Abdu'l-Blisit has a small shop 
in which, I later found; he used to 
receive lots of visitors of different 
classes who went to him to enquire 
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about the Faith. His neighbors know
ing that he was a Baha'i began a 
series of troubles to his person and 
his family which ended in a severe 
beating of his poor old wife who sub
mitted and was so coura,2eous and 
spiritual to forgive and not to com
plain. But attacks continued special
ly from the inhabitants of their 
house (that has eleven flats of which 
they occupy two rooms in the base
ment or lowest flat). The neighbors 
frankly showed that they. aimed at 
dislodging the old couple and their 
children. 

" • Abdu'l-Basit then was compelled 
to address the police but he didn't 
point to . any particular person. Some 
time later the police, receiving a lot 
of letters of warning about 'Abdu'l
Basirs 'anti-government activities,' 
called him to come on a special date 
to meet. at the Governor's Office with 
special authority to be questioned 
about- the Faitil. He went there, and 
let me quote his own words, he 
said: 'Before going I made a short 
prayer and read the Tablet of 
AJ:tm ad and asked God' to direct me 
in His Path and to let my weak 
tongue utter His own words and say 
His own message. So. I was received 
in the Governor's Office by ... Bey 
who a~ the ~sual.questions about 
my age, occupation, relations, resi
dence, etc. and then he told me 
frankly that he had <eceived lots of 
letters that I am working against 
the State and against its religion. 
I told him it is just the opposite be
cause I am serving my State in a 
way no other patriot does or did; 
and I am serving and establishing 
true religion as muGh as my poor 
being can afford in the proper way 
it ought ·to be served. Puzzled by 
my answer, the man enquired for 
an explanation, when I ·told him that 
the present difficulties and tribula
tions not only in Egypt but in the 
whole world can only be solved by 
World Union and that can only be 
achieved by establishing the Faith I 
am serving. He said~ ','But you're an 
infidel (kafir); you are a Baha'i 
aren't you? How would you say you 
are serving Isl8.m . when your Faith 
or whatever it is, is destroying the 
fundamental principles of Islam?" 
At that time other employees were 
in and listening to my talk, so I 
raised my voice- to a degree of shout· 
ing so that other people in and out 
could hear and listen. I, in my poor 
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language and knowledge, began to 
describe the meaning of Islam, the 
neC€ssity of religion, what is meant 
by renewal of faith, etc .. etc., and 
then I shouted to those who were 
present that I acknowledge that I 
conveyed to you the message of 
God: Oh ye who wait for the Mani
fesiation t He is come. Come to me 
and ask for His proofs; He has come 
to save you from the blackness of 
ignorance, come and search and 
don't lose this chance because the 
day will come when you will be re
sponsible for your subjects, you are 
their heads that think and govern 
and it is through you that the Faith 
of God must be carried to those weak 
ignorant groups like myself. You 
learned people heard and were in
different and not only that but fought 
the new Faith of God in such a man~ 
ner that my heart has grieved. That 
is why I, the poor old ignorant weak 
individual, have fOWld myself com
pelled to convey the message of God ' 
Wlder any circumstance, instead of 
you.. Later I mentioned some of 
Baha 'u'llah's holy Tablets which I 
had in memory in such a loud voice 
that even those 100 meters away 
could hear and I declared that the 
Manifestation of the Age, the Savior 
of the whole world can be no one but 
Baha'u'llah. During that time every 
attempt to stop me failed. I don't 
know what force pushed me and how 
I was talking but I am sure it was 
Him, the Glory of God. The men 
found at last that the only thing they 
could do now was to get rid of me 
so they did and still shouting I was 
taken outside the Governor's Office 
where Icon tinued my talk to the big 
group of people who were waiting 
outside. Everyone was pointing to 
me saying, "He was the Baha'i who 
was chanting and talking loudly in 
the Governor' 5 Office!" Later the 
visitors increased in my shop and 
we were compelled to rent a special 
room for meetings. And here you 
see the result. I hope soon others 
will come or I will find another oc
caSion like the "act of the Gov
ernor's Office.'" 

"Very few can dare do or speak 
as this pure hearted man did. He 
was simply ready to accept anything 
up to martyrdom for the benefit of 
his Faith, and what a reward he had 
-8 group of new believers whose 
hearts he assisted .. 

Latin American News 
Approximately one and a half 

years remain before the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Central Amer
ica and the National Spiritual 
Assembly of South America are to 
come into being. With the achieving 
of this goal of the second Seven Year 
Plan now so clearly in sight, it is a 
source of joy and inspiration to see 
the native believers throughout 
Latin America taking a more and 
more active part in the work ,of the 
Cause, and shouldering an ever-in
creasing share of the manifold re
sponsibilities which, in such a rela
tively short time, will be exclusively 
theirs. More and more, they are 
ariSing to spread the Word of God. 

But· happy though we are to see 
this happening, it is equally evident 
that this spiritual prize has not yet 
been won, and that much work re
mains to be done before 1951. The 
role which the Baha'is of the United 
States must play in this crucial per
iod acquires greater urgency, and 
our responsibilities toward our fel
low-believers in Latin America re
main as great as ever. 

This has been given renewed em
phasis in the Guardian's recent mes
sage. so _much of which is devoted 
t.o Latin America where, in his own 
words, "the work is rapidly nearing 
the first stage of fruition ". The many 
ta sks still to be carried out are 
clearly set forth. It is a t onc~ the 
vital responsibility and the unique 
privilege of the North American be
lievers to aid in deepening the spir
itual life of "these newly-fledged, 
these precious and highly esteemed 
co-workers?> and enlightening their 
minds regarding many aspects of 
their Faith and its Teachings. 

Before. these two new National 
Spiritual Assemblies. are elected. 
there must be laid a foundation of 
sufficient breadth and' depth to sup
port them. The materiais making_up 
this spiritual foundation include· 
more than simply knowledge of the 
Teachings on the part of the Latin 
American believers. There must also 
be a true understanding of the in
separable institutions of the Guardi
anship and the Universal House of 
.Tustice; of the Baha'i Administrative 
Order and the manner in which it 
fWlCtionS; the twin Covenants out of 
which it was born; the laws from 
which it is fashioned; and the future 
World Order which it is destined to 



produce. 
The work of laying this foundation 

has been carried. on for some time, 
but it is not yet complete; and only 
a year and a half now rem ain in 
which to finish this task, From its 
inception, it has required the cooper
ative efforts of the Latin Ameri
can and North American believers, 
working side by side. This is equally 
true of its completion. 

This is why t during such a crucial 
period for the North American 
Baha'is, the Guardian has issued an
other call for pioneers to Latin 
America - "voluntary, self-support
ing, who 11 y-dedicated pioneers" 
whose efforts will insure that our 
fellow-believers in Latin America 
will be fully prepared to enter upon 
the great spiritual adventure begin
ning for them in 1951. 

-INTER-AMERICAN CoMMITrEE 

Outdoor Teaching 
The two Regions of upper New 

York State have completed a, very 
tull summer of picnics. Held on 
Sundays at two or three week inter
vals in public parks or the ground~ 
of the believers' homes, the picnics 
began with a basket or buffet lunch 
after which an interesting and infor
mative talk, for both Baha'is and 
friends, was delivered by, someone 
from a nearby region. Games for 
all ages, hiking and swimming 
offered vClriety and spice. Children 
were cared for by ~ special commit
tee of young adults. 

Each picnic was announced in the 
Regional Bulletin together with a 
map showing how to reach the 
groWlds and signs were posted to 
mdicate the exact spot where it was 
to be held. From 25 to over 100 were 
present on each occasion including 
as many as 48 inquirers. Much im
petus and encouragement was lent 
by these regional programs to 
groups sponsoring local projects, 

_ among them an outdoor sWlrise serv
Ice and breakfast held by the Baha'is 
of Rochester and vicinity. 

'Seven regionals in the Northeast
ern Area sponsored successful teach
ing picnics, often in comm1.Ulities 
where Baha 'is were very few in 
number. These outdoor activities 
offered a wonderful opportunity to 
strengthen the bonds of friendship 
betw'een believers and inquirers and 
to start fall programs. 
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Bahia.. Brazil, Loca.l Spiritual Assembly, July, 19019. 

Regional Visiting Meetings 
NORTHEASTERN AREA 

The Regional Teaching Commit
tees in the Northeastern Area have 
been carrying out a plan of going out 
through their regions to meet with 
all the isolated believers. groups 
and small communities. These visits 
have taken various forms, but all of 
them have proved a source of joy 
and inspiration and have produced 
concrete teaching results. 

The regions which have shown the 
greatest results so far are those in 
which the entire committee took 
part. Usually a social gathering, 
such as lunching or dining together, 
has been followed by intimate con
sultation on concrete ways in which 
the regional committee can help the 
lac al believers. The committees have 
helped the Baha'is to hold public 
meetings, firesides, study classes 
and Feasts, and to place books in 
local libraries. They have also been 
able to give the Baha'is information 
on the progress of the Second Seven 
Year Plan. 

Two outstanding results have been 
the holding of a well-publicized pub
lic meeting by a group of two in 
Petersham, N.H., and a very large 
firesicie. full of glowing Baha'i spirit, 

given by a, group of two in Budd 
Lake, N.J. 

Not all of the committees have as 
yet completed their visits, but they 
all plan to try to meet every Baha'i 
in their region before the year is out. 
These meetings have brought us all 
closer together and have made us 
more aware of the fact that we are 
all a part of the American Baha'i 
Community and of the Second Seven 
Year Plan. 

RTC FOR MARYLAND AND 
DELAWARE 

A very successful Baha:i Get-To
gether was held on Sunday,. October 
2, 1949 at the home of Mrs. Amelia 
Watson in Chestertown, Maryland. 
There are only two Baha'is in Ches
terto'WIl, but at this gathering there 
were 45 people - about half 01 whom 
were Baha'is, from Wilmington, Del
aware; Baltimore, Maryland; Wash
ington, D.C.; and isolated believers 
in Maryland and Delaware. The rest 
of the people were non-Baha'i.s from 
Maryland and Delaware who were 
invited by the Baha'is. Mrs. Watson 
served a delicious dinner. Then in 
the afternoon, on the lawn overlook
ing the Chesapeake Bay, Mrs. Hazel 
Langrall, of Baltimore, Maryland~ 

spoke to the group on the subject 
"Thy Kingdom Come". 
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Baha~i Summer School. Esslingen Germany, August, 1949 

Visit to Baha'is in Germany 
The Baha'is in Germany send most 

loving greetings to the Baha'is in the 
United States and other parts of the 
world, and are deeply grateful for 
the pa ckages of .food and clothing 
sent to them. This message is 
brought by Mrs. Beatrice Ashton who 
visited the Baha'is in Frankfurt-am
Main, Stuttgart, Berlin, Hamburg, 
Heidelberg-Neckargemuend. Karls
ruhe, Esslingen and attended botb 
weeks of the Baha', School in Ess
lingen.Krummenacker this past sum
mer, during a thirty-day visit to 
Germany approved by the Guardian. 
It is impossible to express in words 
the depth of love and gratitude 
poured through this open door of 
contact after the many years that the 
Baha'is in Germany have been shut 
off from the rest of the Baha'i world, 
and the happiness of the Bah .. ',s 
there that contact has aga:n been 
established. Conditions are "better" 
in Germany but this is a relative 
statement; there is still great need of 
food. and clothing because there is 
no money with which to buy the 
supplies now available, and all 
money that the Bahatis in Germany 
can scrape together they wish to givE' 

toward building their National Ad
ministrative Headquarters in Frank
furt am Main~ a project very dear to 
the heart of the Beloved Guardian. 

For this building the Baha'is have 
bought part of a ruin at Westend
strasse 24, Frankfurt, and are restor
ing it. At present three rooms have 
been made ready: two large rooms 
on the first floor, one of which is 
used for meeting 5, and a kitchen in 
the basement. The project of the 
Baha'i Youth a year ago in clearing 
away the rubble aided greatly in 
hastening the restoration of these 
rooms, and was an experience which 
all who worked there say is never 
to be forgotten, because of the con
sciousness of unity and spiritual 
confirmation felt by all. 

I! the BaM'is in the United States 
could realize how much the Baha'is 
in Germany look to us to shov..~ them 
the way, in teaching and in putting 
into effect the Baha'i Administrative 
Order, it would make us very humble 
and more determined to ftet the 
exa mple they expect from us. The 
great love and the courage sho\VIl by 
the Baha'is in Germany throughout 

their suffering can well stand as 
exampleS to us. The Baha'i in Ger
many ha s no money for travel, but 
the first week of the Summer School 
was well attended. The Baha'is came 
quietly through the garden path and 
one did not know that some had come 
long distances by bicycle, one had 
;, thumbed" her way the entire length 
of Germany, and others walked 
many miles with pack on the back, 
often bringing with them their bread 
and cheese. At the Summer School 
one could get soup and fruit, and with 
this one lived wen. All were happy to 
be there. 

All were eager to hear news from 
the U. S. and to ask questions. How do 
you teach in the United States? What. 
do the pioneers do? How do they 
live? What is the progress on the 
House of Worship? What are 'Ifire_ 
sides" like? 

A visit to the Baha'is in another 
land is a humbling experience, for 
one realizes how easily something 
that seems unimportant in one local
ity of one country becomes important 
and has an effect that may be far
reaching in the other country-that 



the onenes.s of mankind is not a 
ni tore condition but is a very 
present reality. And that every 
Baha'i i.s a responsible member of 
that oneness whether he realizes it 
or not. 

-MRs. BEAnucE ASHTON 

Balui'is Participate in 
Conference 

"World Faith and World Peace" 
was the theme of a conference spon· 
sored by prominent representatives 
of leading faiths and by the World 
Alliance for International Friendship 
Through Religion, in San Francisco 
on Septem ber IS, 1949. On the co
operating CDmmittee Df the World 
Amance were two Baha'!s, John W. 
Allen and Graham Conroy. The open
ing session featured an addI:ess by 
Mrs. Ruth Cranston of the Church 
Peace Union on "Together We 
Work." This was followed by group 
discussion of plana for a future insti
tute on what contribution religion can 
make to world peace. Three Baha'is, 
one each from the Oakland, San 
Francisco, and Berkeley communi
ties, participated in the discussion. 

Dr. Robert Gulick urged those 
present to center their attention on 
those things that unite and he ad
vocated !be setting up of a radio pro
gram on world order through religion 
to be sponsored and arranged by 
leaders of Ute various religiOUS 
groups. Mrs. Cranston strongly 
favored the radio idea,' stating that 
it would be a pioneer effort that 
could set the pattern for similar 
programs all over America; she 
added that she believed t.o.at the 
Reader's Digest would be interested 
in featuring a story on such a 
project. 

• Each of the Baha'!s stated his re
ligious affiliation and ql<otations from 
Baha'u'llah were given. A repre
sentative of the Federal Council of 
Churches remarked that the Baha'is 
had taught them a great deal about 
unity. Afterward, we were swamped 
vrith requests for information and 
literature. One man said, "I heard of 
Baha'i twenty-five years ago in De
troit. This must be the reason why I 
have come here today. U In the 
eleva tor a young woman asked, 
"Would it be too much trouble for 
you to tell me a bout the Babit' i prin
ciples 1" At dinner. a prominent San 
Francisco minister inquired, "Could 
I give a thousand dollars to the 
Baha'i Temple?" 

BAHA'i l'i EWS 

The man who presided at the din
ner was Bishop Edward L. Parsons. 
When asked privately whether he 
remembered 'Abdu'l-Baha, he re
plied, "Yes, indeed, very well, I 
spent at least a half hour with Him 
and He wa!:; very kind and courteous. 
We discus sed the troubles in the 
Balkans. I also attended one of His 
lectures.' , 

The evening session included music 
by an inter-racial choir, "Voices 
United, to a group that will later sing 
under the auspices of the Baha'i 
youth of this area. Then came a 
panel discussion on "World Faiths 
for World Peace" by Mrs. Cranston, 
John Zucker, a Jewish Rabbi, Muriel 
Lester, a Quaker, and Firtiz Kazem
zadeh, a Baha'i. In this way, some 
two hWldred persons, mainly non
Baha'is, were acquainted with the 
main tenets of the Baha'! Faith. 
There was also a Baha'i literature 
table but the supply of pampblets 
was altogether inadequate to meet 
the demand. 

Jamestown Teaching 
Conference 

A teaching conference, sponsored 
by the Baha'i community of James
town, N.Y., was held Sunday, Oct. 16 
at the Hotel Jamestown. The theme 
of the Conference was "Completion 
of the Temple." 

The program was in the form of 
questions with direo;t answers from 
the Word of Baha'u'llilh, 'Abdu'l
Baha and the Guardian concerning 
the importance of this Mother 
Temple; its significance, spiritual 
and material; its bounties 'to the 
Bahs'is who make sacrificial con~ 
tributions; its ultimate benefit to the 
whole world. 

Both questions and answers were 
given by the assembled believers 
with Miss May Lawson acting as 
chairman, and Dr. Shamey and Mrs. 
Wilkin serving as moderators. All 
Baha'!s participated. 

One of the highlights of the confer
ence was a beautiful talk given by 
Mrs. Dorothy Holmlund on "Obedi
ence. H Dr. Shamey concluded the 
conference with a short and vibrant 
talk on "The Twin Covenants of 
Baha'u'lliih and ~Abdu'l-Bahit." 

Marriages 
Lima, Ohio. Janet E. Spahr to John D. 

W ood~en, August 26, 1949 

West Chester, P a. Marguerite M. Bowers 
to A Granville McCardell. August 31, 
1949 
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For Greater Under8landing 
"DElarly-beloved friends r I feel it 

incumbent upon me, by virtue of the 
obligations and responsibilities which 
as Guardian of the Faith of Bahs· 
'u'1l8.h I am called upon to discharge. 
to lay special stress, at a time when 
the light of publicity is being increas· 
ingly focused upon us, upon certain 
truths, which lie at the basis of our 
Faith and the integrity of which it 
is our first duty to safeguard, These 
verities, if valiantly upheld and 
properly assimilated, will, I am con· 
vinced ~ powerfully reinforce the 
\dgor of our spiritual life and greatly 
assist in counteracting the machina
tions of an implacable and vigilant 
enemy. 

"To strive to obtain a more ade· 
quate understanding of the signifi
cance of Baha'u'llah's stupendous 
Revelation must, it is my unalter
able conviction, remain the first 
obliga lion and the object of the con
stant endeavor of each one of its 
loyal adherents. An exact and 
thorough comprehension of so vast 
a system, so sublime a revelation, 
so sacred a trust, is for obvious rea· 
sons beyond the reach and ken of 
our finite minds. We can, however. 
and it is our bounden duty to, seek 
to derive fresh inspiration and added 
sustenance as we labor for the propa· 
gatiqn of His Faith through a 
clearer apprehension of the truths it 
enshrines and the principles on which 
it is based ... " 

-8HOGHI EFF!:NDI 

The Dispensation of Balui'u'll4h 

Enrollments 
EJU"oIlmenis reported by 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 
ARIZ., Tucson 1; CALIF,. EseondJdo 1; 
Los Angeles a; San Bernardino 1; Santa 
Monica 1: CONN., Greenwich 1; HAWAII, 
Honolulu 1; ILL.. Chicago 1; Evanston 
I; MICH., Detroit 1; FlInt 1; MINN.. 
Duluth 2; NEW JERSEY. Newark 2; 
NEW YORK. New York City 2; VA.. 
Alexandria 1: WASH.. Spokane 2; Till· 
coma 1. YOUTH 4, 
ElU"OlImenis reported by 
RegiODaI TeaclllD&" Cemml_: 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

East. N.Y. 1 
West. N.Y. 1 
E. Mass., R.I. 1 

WESTERN STATES 
So. Calif. 2 
Alaska 1 
Idaho. Utah 2 
Ore. I 
New Mexico 1 

TOTALS; Adult., 33 
Youtb, 4 
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. Directory Additions 
and Changes 

Local Spiritual. Assembly Secretaries! 
Greenville, So Carolina 

Mrs. W. T. Bidwell (Temp.) 
639 North Main St. 

San Diego, Calif, 
Mrs. Gladys Loudon 
403'1 39th St. 

Mo'TIroe; Wash. 
Mr. Ernest Walter 
General Delivery 

Duluth, Minn. 
Mrs. Grace Peterson 
Rt. 126, Box 200 

New York, N,Y. 
Miss Helen Campbell 
clo Bahfl'i Center 
119 W. 57th St., Z. 19 

Santa Barbara, Calif. 
Mrs. Berdette Matteson 
2820 Hollister Ave. 

Syracuse, N _ Y. 
Mr. Fred£!rick Schechter 
1100 E Genesee St. 

Regional TeachIDg Committees: 
No .. So. Dakota. Minn. 

Mrs. Marie Tetu. Chairman 
Mrs. Helen Frink, Secretary 
24 W Grant 
Minneapolis. Minn. 

Tenn .• Ky. 
Mrs. Ethel Gabbard, Chairman 
Miss Mary R, Watkin!, Seereta~' 
913 Grove Ave. 
Nashville 4, Tenn. 

In Memoriam 
Mr. Arthur J, Page. Roseville, Mich. 

8-27-49 
Mr. Chester Evans, Milwaukee. Wis .. 

8-00-49 
Mrs. Nellie Winters, Milwaukee, Wi£., 

9-9-49 
Dr. Harriet GiUespie. San Francisco. 

Calif., 9-19-49 

NOVEMBER, 1949 

Forwarding Mail 
Baha'i News cannot be for

warded, so if you are going on 
a vacation or going to be away 
for a time, request the one tak
ing care of your mail to either 
hold it un til you return or to 
re-address it and re~stamp it. 
If a forwarding address is 
marked on the envelope, it is 
returned to t.l-J.e Nati(..nal Office. 
This causes confusion. because 
we do not know whether this in
dicates that you have moved or 
are only away temporarily. 
When mail comes back, we 
must removp your mailing sten
cil and this Y'leans that you will 
receive no more mail until we 
have received word regarding 
your correct address. 

Calendar 
FEASTS: 

Nov. 4, Qudrat-Power 
Nov, 23, Qawl-Speech 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
Nov. 12. Birth of Baha'utllah 

(Suspend work.) 
Nov. 26, Day of the Covenant. 
Nov. 28, 1 a.m. Ascension of 

'Abdu'l-Baha. 

Habiti Youth Committee of Alaska holds conference. attended by 19 In Ancbo-rage, 
Au&,_ 1«_ 

Bahi. 'i N ew-s is pubUsbed by the . 
National Spiritual Assembly 01 the 
Bahi'is of the United States, as the 
official news-letteJ' of the Baha'j 
Community. 

Edited foJ' the National Spiritual 
Assembly by Ba.hA 'i News .Edltor. 
jal Committee: MH. 'Roberta 
Christian, chairman:;- Mr. Richard 
Nolen, Mr. GGrdoa A. Fraser, 
Editorial oflice: Mrs.- Roberta 
Christia:.;t. 1001 West Genesee St .• 
Lansi..ng, Mich. 

Please report changes of address 
and otheJ' matters pertainIug to 
distribUtion to the Bahi'j National 
Office. 536 Sheridan Road. WIl
mette, DUnois. 
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Temp\e IDieriot" PrOgress 

Temple Progress Report 
Work is progressing at the Temple 

site on schedule. The ornamental 
casts have been put in place on the 
isolated round columns rising from 
the Temple floor (see picture), with 
the exception of those requiring spe
cial treatment due to the installation 
6f the stairway and the entrance ves
tibules. 

The cast stone sections for the pi
lasters at the entrances and exits 'Will 
be set in the spring of 1950, when 
present doors and partitions can be 
removed witb.~ut causing excess ex
penditure for temporary enclosure. 

As of the first week in November, 
approxima t~y 8,000 square feet of 
ornamental castings had been set in 
place. 

Calendar 
Feasts 

December 12-Masa'H-Questions, 
December 31-Sbaraf. Honor. 

NSA 
Meeting: Dec. 16, 17, 18. 

The casting of the ornamental trac
ery sections was scheduled to begin 
at the Earley Studios around the 
middle of November, and the first 
of these sections will probably be 
put in place early in 1950. 

Meanwhile the ornamentation of 
the main square columns will pro
ceed, and the next progress photo 
will show a view of one or more of 
these columns encased in the orna-
mental casting. . 

Work on the heating and ventilat
ing system is continuing and ventil
ating ducts are 80 per cent complete 
above the Temple floor. The duct 
work in two of the alcoves can be 
seen in the accompanying picture. 

? • 
Where can you find a photo

graph of Baha'is in Paris, about 
1900? 

See BaT,,;'i World Vol. II, p. 29 

NEWS 
YEAR 106 BAHA'I ERA 

"Praying (For) Increasing 
Success" 

Cablegram from the Guardian 
"Delighted (at) progress (of) 
Terpple work; urge Wlinterrupted 
reinforcement (of) Latin America 
(and) European enterprises 
through steady flow (of) pioneers, 
continued self-sacrifice; praying 
(for) increasing success (of your) 
high endeavors. Deepest loving 
appreciation. 

SRoom" 
Cable received November 6, 1949. 

"Direct" Teaching 
(Excerpt from a letter by the 

Guardian dated April 24, 1949, to 
Mrs. Orpba Daugherty of Honolulu, 

. T .H., written through his secretary). 
UHe approves of your desire to 

teach the principles of the Faith 
through radio. But he urges you to 
do all you can to always, however 
small the reference you are a hIe to 
make to it may be, clearly identify 
or associate what you are giving out 
"With Bahit'u'llah. The time is too 
short now for Us Baha'is to be able 
to first educate humanity and then 
tell it that the Source is this new 
World Faith. For their own spiritual 
protection people must hear of the 
name BaM 'i-then, if they tum 
blindly away, they cannot excuse 
themselves by saying they never 
even knew it existed! For dark days 
seem still ahead of the wgrld, and 
outside of this Divine Refuge the 
people will not, we firmly believe. 
find inner conviction, peace and se
curity. So they have a right to at 
least hear of the Cause as such." 

NSA Meeting 
Schedule Increased 

At the October meeting, the NSA 
revised its schedule of meetings by 
adding one session on October 31 to 
the meeting held October 28, 29 and 
30; by adding a new meeting on J an
uary 20, 21 and 22, 1950; and by 
changing the date of the February 
meeting to February 17, 18 and 19. 
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ShriDe of the Bib, wan of NorIheasIo 
COmer. 

The Guardian on 
Convention Workshops 

Although the delegates at the last 
National Convention voted in favor 
of work£hops, the National Spiritual 
Assembly felt it advisable to ascer
tain from· the Guardian if work£hops 
should be made a permanent part 
of the Convention-procedure, and the 
answer from the Guardian follows: 
'<He does not feel that workshops are 
suitable at the National Convention; 
the time at the disposal of the dele
gates is short, and the whole purpose 
of delegates to a Convention is that 
as a body they should take up the 
affairs of the Cause presented for 
discussion and air ideas and make 
recommendations. No doubt the 
workshop itself is a good technique 
and should be used: at summer 
schools and even if found desirable, 
at Conferences, but for the Conven
tion it is out of place.' t (in a letter 
written through his secretary and 
dated August 25, 1949). 

Shrine of. the Bib, Northeast corner with 
Rose Ba.veDO' pJIaster about to be put; in 

place. 

DECEMBER, 1949 

The Gnardian's Explanation 
of Theocracy 

. In a letter dated September 30, 
1949, addressed to Mrs. Oni Finks, 
the Guardian answers a question ad
dressed to him which arose during a 
study class discussion of David Hof
man's Commentary on the Master's 
Will and Testament. The question 
was sent to the Guardian at the re
quest of the Los Angeles Assembly, 

"He thinks your question is well 
put. What the Guardian was refer
ring to was the tbeocra tic systems, 
such as the Catholic Church and the 
Caliphate, which are not divinely 
given as systems, but man-made t 

and yet, having partly derived from 
the teachings of Christ and MuJ.>am
mad are, in _ a sense, theocracies. 

'The Baha'i theocracy, on the con-
n'ary, is both divinely ordained as a 
system and, of course, based on the 
teachings of the Prophet Himself. 
This seems to reconcile the Guard
ian's statement with Mr. Hofman's. 

uTheophany is used in the sense of 
Dispensation. 

"He will certainly pray that Los 
Angeles may continue to grow in 
BaM'; membership and the believ
ers become ever more united and 
more active in serving the Faith." 

'Abdu'l-Bahii's Description 
of the Great Master 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has been requested to authenticate 
the well known passage in which 
'Abdu'l-Baha. in speaking in Buda
pest in 1911, gave the nine qualifi
cations of the Great Master. Finding 
no signed Tablets on the subject, 
the N.S.A. referred the passage to 
the Guardian, and the following re
ply has been received. 

"The statement the Master made 
about the 'Great Master' can be used 
for the present: It is quite possible 
that in Persia some copies of this 
can -be iOlUld which ""ill authenticate 
it." - Shoghi Effendi, through his 
Secretary, August 18, 1949. 

Proof of Nobility 
"Anybody can be happy in the 

state of comfort, ease, health, suc
cess, pleasure and joy; but if one 
will be happy and contented in the 
time of trouble, hardship and pre
vailing disease, it is the proof of 
nobility." 

-'ABDU'L-Bw 

Sh!'ine of the Bab. Northeast Corner. 
Gantry with Rose Baveno pilaster half 

ra.ised. 

Bahii'i Attitude 
Toward the Chnreh 

"The article of Dr. Townshend 
should be widely circulated and 
used. No matter what the attitude 
of people towards the cburches in 
general may be it has nothing to do 
with our Baha'i attitude, and Town· 
shend has courageously stated this, 
and it has weight, in· view of his 
former position in the Church." -
Shoghi Effendi, through his Secre
tary, August 18, 1949. 

This reference to Dr. Townshend's 
article means the statement he pre-
pared in cOl'lllection with his with· 
drawal as an ordained minister of 
the Episcopal Church. This import
ant article has been published as a 
pamphlet by the British National 
Spiritual Assembly, and copies are 
available through the Publishing 
Committee at 110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois_ The title is, "The 
Old Churches and the New World 
}'aith ... 

ShriDe of the Bib, Noriheaa corner willi 
Rose Raven... pilaster erecied. 
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Score to Date - November 20, 1949 
on Response to the Temple Fund 

Esllmated 
Group Number for Z years 
.$400 142 ..................... " ... $1l3,600.00 
$100 521 .......................... $104,200.00 
$ 25 533 .......................... $ 26.650.00 
*Sp",,;aI 986 .......................... $214,500.28 

Totah 2182 .......................... $458,950.28 
Reeeived agaio., above reoolveo ... . .. . . . . ...... $248,304.53 

-All resolves not falling in other three categories. 
Temple grounds geitina' face--liftiDC by 
Larry Bautz, N arr~ Kluge, Larry 
K.ra.m.er, and Pbyllis itenshaw. among 
many who spent several weekends haul-

Many friends have asked if they could send in their next "ear's 
resolve now. This would be very helpful. 

Ing away dellris. 

"THE SUPPLY OF FUNDS, iN SUPPORT OF THE 
NATIONAL TREASURY, CONSTITUTES ... THE 
LIFEBLOOD OF THOSE NASCENT INSTITUTIONS 
YOU ARE LABORING TO ERECT. ITS 
IMPORTANCE CANNOT, SURELY, BE OVER
ESTIJlfATED. " 

. FIVE MONTIll..Y DEFICITS 
The American believers are informed that while the 

Temple Building Fund is in excellent condition, the 
National Baha'i Fund sustaining all Committee budgets 
and all national activities other than Temple has a 
deficit amounting to $16,235.00 as of October 1. 

The activities and budgets cannot be reduced, they 
are already at a minimum. 

There is but one solution-believers contributing to 
their local Assembly Fund, in addition to their Temple 
resolves paid directly to the National Treasurer, must 
know the facts and make a great increase in their 
regular monthly donations. 

NATIONAL SPmrruAL AsSEMBLY 

Publishing Announeements 
Prescription for Living, by RUJ.Uyyih 
Khanum. Publication announced in 
October Baha'i News at prices given 
to us previous to devaluation of Brit
izh pound, is now to be sold at the 
following prices: Full cloth with dust 
cover $2.00; Stiff paper cover $1.00. 
Credit will be allowed for any pre
paid orders at first quoted price. 
Lest We Forget. The Publishing 
Committee reminds the friends that 
although World Order Magazine has 
been temporarily suspended, back 
numbers of the magazine, in which 
many most valuable articles appear, 
are available at 20c per copy. Also 
back numbers with exception of 
some issues of StaT of the West, later 
named Baha'i Magazine, are avail
able at 10e per copy. These maga
zines contain so much good material 
and are useful for teaching work and 
for interesting inquirers. They are a 
reservoir of Baha'i teachings. 

"SEIZE A GOD-GIVEN OPPORTUNITY" 
(The following paragraph, taken from the Guardian's cable of March 16, 

recalls to our minds the great spiritual significance of our national sacrificial 
efforts.) 

"Its members, without exception, are called upon to steel themselves without delay to 
face an unexpected emergency, seize a God-given opportunity; meet a supreme challenge, 
and show forth a tenacity of purpose, a solidarity in sacrifice, an austerity in everyday life, 
worthy the Martyr-Prophet of their Faith as well as their heroic spiritual forebears, the 
Hundredth Anniversary of whose agonizing tribulations, including captivity, sieges, be

. trayals, spoliation and martyrdom, is being commemorated during this same period." 
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Your Personal 
"Baha'i Plan" 

American Baha'is, whom the Mas
ter termed His Trustees in carrying 
out the Divine Plan, are accustomed 
to associate the word "plan" with a 
mandate conferred upon them by 
'Abciu'l-Baha or the Guardian_ Many 
years ago the Master revealed a 
Tablet to an American believer 
which stated that the Temple was 
the inception of the organization of 
the IGngdom. Thus almost our entire 
American Baha'i history has been a 
record of how our community has 
been fostered and cherished in the 
arms of Divine guidance. 

But it is essential for each of us as 
individual Baha'is to form our own 
Bah-a'i plan as well---{)ur considered, 
prayerful and consecrated way of 
life as a follower of Baha'u'llah, No 
two individuals are alike. We differ 
.in character. temperament, prates· 
sian, knowledge, health and mate
rial means, Some of us are members 
of a -large, well-ordered BaM'~ com
munity; others carry o~ theu ~a
ha'i lives in groups of five or SIX; 

some live their Baha'i lives in spir
itual' solitude with infrequent oppor
tunitY- to n~t"with other believers. 

·But whe~ and however we live 
today, we owe· it to ourselves and to 
the Cause we claim to love and re
vere, to lay do"WIl and abide by a 
steadfast spiritual plan. Perhaps one 
element of this plan is the propor
tion of income we resolye to devote 
to the Faith; another element is our 
determination to set aside a definite 
time for studying the teachings, 
either by ourselves or in a study 
c1ass j still another aspect of OU~ per
~onal plan is to examine our list of 
acquaintances and sel:ct one or 
more who -seem most likely to re
spond to our presentation of the 
Message, Endless are the fact?rs 
which affecting our personal hfe, 
can b~ made servants of the Faith 
of God, 

Though a few souls serve by in
spiration, and are checked and 
tl-~warted by arrangements planned 
in advance, the majority of us are 
like gardens of which only a small 
area is seeded for the harvest, or 
lIke houses wherein only a few 
rooms are furnished and used as the 
dwelling place of mind and hear:. 

May more of us be caught up m a 
strong movement of the will, in
spired by devotion to the Faith, and 
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"Meeting the Crisis" 
"Tell the Story" 

World Religion Day 
The National Assembly has ac

cepted the plan of the Public Rela
tions Committee to promote Janu
ary 15 as World Religion Day. Each 
Baha'i group and assembly is urged 
to plan some type of public meeting 
on that date. Here is an opportunity 
to'tell a ·key part of the Baha'i story 
- the great theme of P~ogressive 
Revelation. 

A public meeting on this theme 
can easily be adapted to a rented 
hall, a Baha'i center, or a home. 
The essential thing is to plan now 
for an active part in this unified ef
fort. 
Suggested Plans: 

I. An evening of music and se
lected readings from the' world~s 
great Faiths, 

(1) A psalm, the ten Command
ntents, or Hebrew promises of 
peace. 

(2) The Sermon on the Mount, 
(3) Verses from the Qur'an, show

ing emphasis on moral laws. 
(4) Selected Bahil'i Writings, 

stressing the Day of peace and the 
coming together of religions. 

(5) Readings about other religions, 
.fl'om the following sources: 

a. Seven Great Bibles - Alfred 
Martin 

b. Sacred Writings oj the World's 
Great ReHgions - Frost 

c, WOT~d's Living Religions -
Hume 

succeed in ordering our paily exist· 
ence for a fuller response to the in
finitely precious opportunity we en
joy while yet on earth. 

We might read once more the cab-
1egram which the Guardi~ sent. us 
on March 16 of this year ill whlCh 
he calls upon the friends to steel 
themselves without delay . , , "to 
seize a God·given opportunity, meet 
a supreme challenge, and sh~ fo~th 
a tenaCity of purpose, a solidanty 
in sacrifice, an austerity in every
day life- worthy the Prophet-Martyr 
of their Faith. , . ,. 

The unplanned life can make only 
an occasional and partial response 
to such a challenge. Within a Divine 
Plan our personalities must take on 
new qualities of purpose and order. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEl'dBLY 

d. Preface to Philosophy, Book of 
Readings - pp, 307-382 - Hoople, 
Piper, Tolley, 

II. A simple talk on Progressive 
R evela tion. 

(1) Basic similarities of the re
vealed Faiths. (See Alfred Martin's 
Seven Great Bibles, or his World's 
Great Religions.) 

a. Identical Golden Rules listed, 
b, Comparatively similar morals, 

spiritual sentiments, yearnings, and 
strivings for actual realities. 

c, Duplication of the tenets in the 
Old Testament Ten Command
ments. 

(2) Pro g res s of civilization 
through the revealed religions, 

a. Contribution of Judaism; Some 
Answered Questions, 14-19, 

b. Contribution of Christianity; 
Security fOT a Failing World, Chap, 
III - Cobb, 

c. Contributi'on of Islam; This 
Earth One Country, Chap. IV-Sala. 

d. The Civilization of Baha'u'llah; 
The Promised Day Is Come, 122-129 
-Shoghi Effendi, and Unfoldment of 
World CiVilization, (closing pages) 
- Shoghi Effendi. 

III. A review or talk based upon 
the- lqan, In such a talk, the follow
ing points might be made: the pur
pose of the Manifestations of God, 
the reaSons why people rej ect the 
Manifestations, the spiritual signifi
cance of religious symbolism, the 
two-fold nature of revelation, the 
lack of finality in any revelatiOn, the 
the fulfillment by Bahit'u'llah, 

IV ~ A guest speaker on compara
tive religion, plus a Baha 'j speaker. 
In this case, the guest speaker 
should be sympathetic to the Faith, 
The Baha'i speaker could well base 
his talk On those given by 'Abdu'l
Bah;' and found in Foundations of 
World Unity, or Promulgaticm Of 
Universal Peace, especially the talk 
given at Temple Emmanu-El in San 
Francisco, pp. 355-365. 
Important 

Keep in mind the key objective for 
this meeting - a public proclama
tion no rna tter how simple the set
tmg', of the theme of progressive 
revelation. Do not try to present too 
much in the way of facts about the 
other Faiths. Present them with 
beauty and dignity; the sincere seek-



er 't\oill respond to this. 
Be sure to offer a key pamphlet 

OI two. The Principle of Religious 
[inity (purchasable through Public 
Relations) is excellent. You may 
also wish to offer Religion Returns 
and Christians, Jews, and Muham
madans (obtained through the B~ha'i 
Publishing Committee.) 

Also, announce follow-up meetings 
and direct people -to Baha'i books in 
the public library. 
-NATIO:fAL PROGRA.'f\.1MING CoMMITTEE 

Audience Courtesy 
What Can I do Personally 
fo Make the Meeting Better? 

The importance of our service in 
the Cause cannot be over-empha
sized; 'Abdu'I·Baha has said: 

"I hope that whosoever hears your 
words, sees your deeds and beholds 
your manners and behavior; may 
declare that these people are real 
Baha'is, the incarnation of love and 
amity." 

1. By attending the public meet
ings-not every meeting necessarily 
but AT LEAST once a month. 

2. By remembering that these 
meetings are primarily for the pub
lic-and not social meetings just for 
the Baha'is. My constant thought 
must be, how to make them happy, 
joyous meetings that will attract the 
stranger. 

Do I Need to Learn 
"Audience Courtesy?" 

1. Whenever the door opens-after 
a meeting has started-do I turn 
around to see who came in, thus giv
ing attention to the newcomer, in
stead of to the speaker, chairman 
or musician? 

2. Have I beel! guilty of w hisper
ing after the meeting has started? 
If I have, I must put myself in the 
place of the chairman or speaker, 
and think how I would feel if two 
people should begin to whisper while 
I was speaking. 

3. As a Baha'I, I know full well the 
great power of prayer. Do I give 
to each speaker that aid and assist· 
knee? As the Faith grows-we are 
promised opposition; would it not be 
well to train myself NOW in the habit 
bf upholding those taking part in a 
Frogram-through the great power 
ilfPRAYER. 

4. Do I congregate with others in 
\be hall directly in front of the door, 
\bus making it difficult for the 
stranger to get in? Should not the 
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National Mel"chandising Women tour the Temple. One of the many special groups 
~hich have .. along ,with business. fl"atenml, reUgious, educational, journalistic. med
~ca1, and diplomatic personages comprised the 400,000 visitors to Ole Temple since 
It was open to the public. One distine""Uished visitor was the Abbot Kocho Otani from 
.Japan, who he:,ds ,~om.e ~ milI!-0n El!-ddhists. 'lOpen ye the gates of the Temple to 

all mankind, saId Abdu I-Raha, and we can see how ibis is being. done. 

Public Relations 
The Public Relations Committee 

has prepared and distributed a news
paper release on the celebration of 
the Birth of Baha 'u'llah. 

The committee calls the special 
attention of the friends to the procla
mation of World Religion Day by the 
National Spiritnal Assembly. This 
annual calendar event, sponsored by 
the NSA and conducted under Baha'i 
control, offers every local com
munity and group a new and very 
important public relations lnstru
ment which, used effectively from 
year to year by the friends, can de
velop immense influence. 

In most of our shared platforms 
the Baha'is act illlder the aegis of 
the former faiths. Here the believers 
can themselves initiate a public 
movement and invite others to re
spond to the call. 

To assist in the promotion of this 
new annual celebration, the Public 
Relations Committee has announced 
World Religion Day to the press and 
prepared a local release for the As
sem blies. The Public Rela lions 
pamphlet entitled liThe Principle of 
Religious Unity" has been endorsed 
py the NSA for use as free litera
ture and in preparing Baha'i talks. 

Copies of the pamphlet can be ab· 
tamed at the rate of 50 copies for 
$1. 25. Send order to Bah .. ' i Public 
Relatio,ns, 112 Linden Avenue, Wil
mette, Ill. 

stranger be met at the door only by 
an usher? 

5. Do I get to meetings on time
or better still 5 minutes early? Many 
returned pilgrims have told how 
Shoghi Effendi is the soul of punc
tuality. 

World Religion Day 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

has instituted an annual World Re
ligion Day to be observed publicly 

. by the Baha'i communities wherever 
possible throughout the United 
States. The third Sunday of January 
each year has been designated 
for this celebration. In 1950 the date 
will be January 15. 

Acting on recommendation of the 
Public Relations Committee, the 
NSA hopes that the Assemblies and 
groups, large and smail, will make 
every effort to conduct some form 
of public meeting which will impress 
non-believers with the universality of 
the teachings and the power of the 
conviction of the friends. 

The program can include non
Baha'i guest speakers as well as be
lievers. It can be a lecture, a sym
pOSium, a series of readings from 
the Holy Books, or whatever the lo
cal Assembly or committee decides. 
The purpose is to associate the 
term "World Religion" with the 
Fajth of Baha'u'Ilah, and to proclaim 
His Faith as the quickener of souls 
and the unifier of races and nations_ 

The National Assembly has re
quested the Programming Commit
tee to prepare suggestions for the 
meeting. The Public Relations Com
mittee is making a general an
nouncement of World Religion Day 
to the press, and will provide local 
communities with a copy of this an~ 
nouncement and also with a releas~ 
for the local press. 

Marriages 
Chicago, Ill. Kathryn Mortensen to Fred 

Hanson, August 4, 1949. Adrienne 
Richardson to Paul Louberge, Oct. 27, 
1&49. 
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First "All Swiss" Conference Held 
at Bern, November 5 and 6, 1949 

(By Miss Honor Kempton, ETC T.epresentative in Geneva) 
The Faith marches on in Europe. Miss Elsa Steinmetz Wlfolded the 

These are history making days. The story of the "Divine Plan of 'Abdu'l
first ~~An Swiss" Conference has BahaH

, from the time of its incep
been held. November 5 and 6, eighty lion down to the present day de
af the Swiss friends gathered to- velopment, It was beautifully told, 
gether to discuss the best way to It revealed to all the individual re
achieve these goals set for us by sponsibility that goes with the bounty 
the Guardian in his message to the of being a Baha'i, showing how those 
Brussels Conference. early Martyrs-our spiritual ancest-

In the new "Baha'i Center," in ors-accepted this responsibility and 
Bern, the friends gathered. Only gave their lives. Today the people 
opened three days before, this Cen- of Europe are also rising to fulfill 
ter already had taken on a Baha'i their responsibility towards their 
atmosphere. It is a large light room. particular task in the development of 
Upon the walls hang fine oil paint- the Plan of God. 
ings-the gift of one of the believers. In an effective, compelling man
A large clock hangs on the wall- ner, Mrs. Anne Lynch presented the 
the gift of the Geneva Community.· structure of the Baba.'; Administra
A space has been set aside where tive Order. She brought it down from 
will stand a standard lamp-the gift the International House of Justice 
of the Zurich Baha'i community. The to the local Spiritual Assembly, 
smiling face of 'Abdu'l-Baha looks again pointing out' our individual 
down on all, One has a warm gay need for thoroughly studying and 
feeling as you enter the room. It knowing the Administrative princi
is like the Brussels Center-a live pIes of the Baha'i Faith so that we 
spiritual nucleus. Registration was can conduct our lives accordingly. 
held in this room. Each person re- The Covenant: Miss Doris Lohse 
ceived an attractive badge. As the explained this profound subject with 
friends began to pour in from G,en- a clarity which revealed her deep 
eva, Zurich, Wolfhalden, Lausanne, lmowledge of this important teach
Nyon, Neuchatel, and Gossau and ing. As the European Teaching Corn
Basle, it became evident that the mitee has \VTitten: "so important is 
big new Baha'i Center would not be 
big enough. A larger room, in the 
same bullding, was quickly obtained, 
prepared with flower decorations, 
temple pictures, book 'display t and 
the friends quickly settled down for 
the work ahead ,of them. 

The Conference commenced with 
prayers and music. Madame Vau
tier, from Zurich, the oldest resi
dent Baha'j in Switzerland, read the 
opening prayer. Mr. Fritz Schar, 
Chairman of the Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Bern, presided dur
ing the entire Conference. His ad
dress of welcome was followed by 
the- formation of a Committee to 
send a message to our beloved 
'Guardian . 

. At the opening session SWlday, Mr. 
Fritz BernIe of Wolfhalden gave a 
resume of the history of the Baha'i 
F ai th in Switzerland. 

The three main sessions of the 
Conference were devoted to: 

this basic teaching they feel that it 
should be taken up with deep and 
·prayerful study in classes especially 
prepared for this purpose." 

A high note was struck Saturday 
evening with six new declarations
all of them Swiss residents from Gen
eva. Two more declarations came 
on SWlday-one from Bern and an
other from Wolfhalden: Another dec
laration from a young man in Gen
eva was received Monday morning, 
which brought the total number of 
declarations up to nine. This was :ri.ot 
emotionalism. All have been study
ing the teachings, attending classes .. 
public meetings for many months. It 
was the deep and powerful spirit, 
the result of our Guardian's prom
ised prayers, that touched their 
hearts. Their shining faces confirm
ed their simple words-"They too 
wanted to rise and serve Baha 'u'llah 
and keep their Covenant with God." 

The final session was given over 
to ways and means of achieving the 
goals set for us by our Guardian. 
Plans were made for developing a 
HSwiss Baha'j Journallt to promote 
closer· feUowship and more active 
collaboration amoug the budding 
communities. 

How easy, if we could walk: into 
the Conference Hall, put on ear 
phones and listen in to French, Eng
lish, German or Italian, by just.turn-" 

L The Divine Plan 
2. The Administrative Order 
3. The Covenant. 

Sahli'i delegates to U.N. Conference in Geneva, Switzerland, .June %7-28, 1949. From 
left: A. R. Bosein (specta.tor). Miss Honnur Kempton, Mrs. Anne Lynch, Mrs.- Anna 

Kuuiz, Amin Banani. 
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ing a button, as it is in the United 
Nations Building. Here we .were all 
gathered together at an "All Swiss 
Conference," yet again the external 
barrier of language. Friends from 
Geneva, Neuchatel, La-usanne, speak
ing Frenc~ the others speaking only 
German, and when the Cause 
reaches -down in to the Tessine C an
ton the Italian language will have 
to be considered. So, translation was 
necessary. It was no easy task to 
translate on sight such profound ma
terial as the Covenant or Adminis
trative Order. 

Latin-American News 

On her way to England, Germany 
and Poland, Mrs. Amelia Collins 
stopped off at Bern especially to at
tend the Conference. We were deeply 
grateful for such a bounty. Also, Mr. 
Mason Remey, Mr. Raifi Mottahedeh 
and Mr. Manoutch Zabih shared with 
us the joys of this historical Confer
ence. 

The Faith marches on: These are 
the "budding communitiesH which 
the Guardian says "posterity will 
recognize .as the bedrock of Baha
'u'lliili's fast evolving administrative 
Order, as the torch-bearers of His 
embryonic World Order, and as the 
heralds of a 'yet unborn world civil
ization .... " 

-EUROPEAN fu.cmNG COMMI'1"I'EE 

The first results of a new experi~ 
ment in Latin-America are in, and 
have proven very encouraging. 

It has been the practice in Latin
America to hold a summer school 
each year following the annual terri
torial congress. The summer schools 
have meant 'much to the Latin-Amer
ican believers, but they have never
theless had their drawbacks- the
principal one being that there was 
only one school for all of Central 
America and the island countries, 
and only one for the en tire South 
American continent. Then, too, these 
summer sc.hools being held in con
nection with the annual territorial 
congress, could be attended only by 
the delegates' to that congress. When 
these delegates returned to their 
respective countries, they naturally 
reported on the summer school as 
well as the. congress, but inevitably 
the benefit of this was rather limited. 

This year p. however t it has become 
increasingly evident that, with the 
election of the Latin-American Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies approach
ing so rapidly, some changes would 
have to be made in the summer 
school setup. Therefore, at the sug
gestion of the Inter-America Com-

Wma.ow display during week preceding UN Day. Oct. 24 in M:bmeapolis. Theme-used 
was a 1ribuie $0 the UN ,pal of peace. aDd much attention of passersby was observed. 

. mittee , the National Teaching Com
mittees for Central and South 
America both have planned a series 
of so-called regional teaching confer
ences for their respective territories. 
The primary purpose of thes-e con
ferences is to replace the annual 
territorial summer schools with 
courses of instruction on a more 
nearly local level. In South Amer
ica, conf.erences have been planned 
in 5 cities; not more than 3 countries 
will be represented at anyone of 
these conferences and some will take 
in only one or two countries. In Cen~ 
tral America, 4 conferences have 
been planned, each one taking in 
from 1 to 5 cOUI;ltries of that area; 
for the most part, of course, the 
countries in that area are much 
smaller than in South America, 
and the distances' to be covered 
are therefore considerably less. 
In addition to the fact that each 
conference will cover a much 
smaller area than the former terri
torial summer schools, there will be 
no ofi'i'!=ial delegates. Rather, any 
Baha'! who is able to attend the con
ference for his particular area is 
urged to do so. At this writing, re
ports have been received on two of 
these conferences. 

On October 9, nineteen Baha'ls, 
representing four Baha' f communi
ties in Brazil (Rio de Janeiro', Sao 
.Paulo, Bahia and Belo Horizonte) 
met in Rio de Janeiro for the open
ing session of a four-day conference. 
Courses of instruction prepared by 
CEBSA (the National Teaching 
Committee for South America) were 
given on Teacher Training; on 
Baha'i Administration; on "Teach
ing· Problems" (by RUJ:>;yyih Khan
um); and review of a study outline 
on Bahci'u'!!cih ami the New Era. 
The teachers included Edmund and 
Muriel Miessler, Rangvald Taetz, 
Leonora Armstrong and Esteban Ca~ 
nales. Esteban was also the official 
representative of CEBSA and in ad
dition to the course which he gave, 
he led consultation on a number of 
vital matters connected with. the 
teaching of the Faith, which are be
ing submitted by CEBSA to the be
lievers at all of the South American 
conferences. Esteban is to attend 3 
of the other conferences in South 
America (in Montevideo, Uruguay; 
Santiago, Chile; and La Paz, Boli
via); and, as at Rio de Janeiro, he 
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Ba.h.i'is attendjng the opening session of the First Regional Teaching Conference for 
Brazil held in Rio De Janeiro from October 9 10 October 12, inclusive. 

will act both as one of the teachers 
and as CEBSA's official representa
tive. In his glowing report on the 
conference in Rio de Janeiro, he 
men tions tha t they had very fine 
publicity; that there was a very suc
cessful public meeting held follow
ing the conference; that, as a result 
of attending the conference, two 
more of the Brazilian believers have 
arisen- to become teachers of the 
Cause; and that, throughout the con
ference, there was the greatest har
mony and unity among all of the 
teachers and belie"·ers present. 

In Bogota, also on October 9, an
other of these conferences got WIder 
way. It was intended for the be
lievers of Colombia, Ecuador and 
Venezuela, but these latter two coun
tries were represented by only one 
Baha'i each, both of whom were 
acting as teachers. However, the 
Colombian commWlities 6)f Bogota? 
Barranquilla, Cali and Medellin all 
sent one or more representatives, fo~r 
a total attendance of twenty-six. The 
same courses of instruction were 
given here as at Rio de Janeiro, and 
the teachers were Gay Ie Woolson, 
Mary Binda (who just recently left 
her home in Bolivia to pioneer in 
Caracas, Venezuela) and Eduardo 
Gonzales. Eduardo also acted as 
CEBSA's representative at this par
ticular conference. Gay Ie writes that 
a thrilling spirit of joy and unity 
permeated all the sessions t and the 
believers present described the con-

ference as having "surpassed our 
hopes," They are eagerly looking 
forward to the next time that they 
can have a conference of this type. 

'Moving still further north, we find 
that the first of the conferences for 
Central America should be getting 
under way in Havana at this writing. 
It is hoped that this conference 
will be attended by believers from 
Cuba, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, the 
Dominican Republic and Haiti. The 
teachers are to be Carlos Irrizarry 
(from Puerto Rico), Viva Lismore 
(from Cuba), Natalia Chavez, and 
Elizabeth Cheney~ -Natalia, as offi
cial representa live of C EBMA (the 
National Teaching Committee for 
Central America and the Antilles), 
and Elizabeth, as representative of 
the Inter-America Committee, will 
participate also in the other 3 con
ferences in Central America (Tegu
cigalpa, Honduras; San Jose, Costa 
Rica; and Mexico City.) CEBMA 
has prepared the material to be pre
sented at all 4 of these conferences, 
although, as in South America, the 
conference is under the direction of 
the Regional Teaching Committee 
for the country in which it is being 
held. The courses of instruction in· 
elude a study of Baha'i Administra
tion; a course on Teacher Training; 
review of a study outline on Baha
'u'llah and the New Era; a course 
on the responsibilities of Regional 
Teaching Committees; and study of 

the work plan which CEBMA has 
formulated for their territory. 

The Inter-America Committee is 
greatly encouraged by the resutts of 
the conferences about which we have 
already received reports; and we 
confidently look forward'" to equally 
thrilling reports from the remaiiting 
7 conferences. The success of these 
gatherings means a great deal, for 
they represent a long and significant 
step forward in the evolution of the 
Faith in Latin-America. 

-INTER-AMERICA COMMITI'EE 

The Home Front 
MONROVIA, CALIF.' 

Racial segregation at a municipal 
swimming pool in Monrovia, Cal. 
was ended on demand of NAACP 
with local Baha'is backing plea. Har
old Gates, representing the Baha'i 
community, appeared before the 
City Council, saying in part: "All 
humanity are the children of God, 
they belong to the same original fam
ily, and the same original race. 
There can be no multiplicity of races, 
since all are descendants of Adam. 
This signifies that racial assump
tion and distinction is nothing but 
superstition." With this and the pleas 
of a minister. a lawyer, and a labor 
leader the council took action the 
same evening to end the discrimina
tion. 

When Mr, Gates visited the mayor 
the next day to thank him for the 
quick action by the Council, the may· 
or said, "That was a fine. appeal 
Gates; if ttte colored people only 
realized that it is not force which 
will soften hearts, but your kind of 
spiritual appeal." 

The background for this thrilling 
situation was the invitation of a Ne
gro lady in a speech class to Mrs. 
Gates to come to an NAACP meet
ing as her guest. The meeting was 
for the purpose of considering action 
on the swimming pool matter. So out 
of it arose the opportunity for calm, 
courageous Baha'i action. Further
more, as the affair was under con
sideration, the Baha!i group placed 
relevant quotations in the local pa
pers, Publicity following the Coun
cil's commendable -action spread far 
beyond the local scene, to many 
other papers. The way also opened 
for Baha'i speakers to give the Faith 
in places hitherto closed, 



A"TLANTA, GA. 
In an. A.T"C" conference OcL 8-9 

here, Harry Ford compared the LSA 
to a lock with tiny bolts under pres
sure, each of which is released by 
a certain part of the key. The LSA 
is a lock with nine bolts. The KEY 
is the Holy Spirit-each individual 
bolt in the lock must be released
the door opens to PROGRESSION 
in the Cause of God. Consultation 
is the act of unlocking the door. Con
sultation is a NEW SKILL - this 
should be a challenge to develop it, 
and it develops by practice. 

'Abdu'l-Baha promised that for 
those who used the precious gift of 
consultation, "day by day there will 
be progression." BaJ:tiyyih Ford, 
fresh from sitting in on .some United 
Nations sessions, spoke of the pa~ 
thetic absence of that PROGRES
SION there, challenging us at the 
start to make our sessions different. 
She said that nothing ever made her 
appreciate Baha'j consultation so 
much as watching the helplessness 
of groups that don't have it. 

MADISON, WIS. 
Baha'i youth at the University of 

Wisconsin were greatly aided by the' 
12 day series of evenin·g talks by 
Mrs. Ruth Moffett, begun Sept. 21, 
on " New Amazing Keys to the Book 
of Revelation," and various world 
subj eels. Having attended a World 
Youth Council prior to the last war, 
she brought some of the most dis
cussed questions out to stimulate the 
discussions after her University 
talks. Publicity on the series was 
given on bulletin board, campus pa· 
per, and a Madison paper. 

CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 
The Seabury Foundation here was 

the scene of the opening one of a 
series of talks on great religions of 
the world, sponsored by four local 
churches Wliting in the Foundation. 
Farhang Javid spoke on the Baha'; 
Faith and his presentation of pro
gressive revelation was enthusiasti
cally received by the 75 University 
students attending. He emphasized 
the need for turlty and praised Sea
bury Foundation for recognizing that 
need. Discussion afterward lasted 
nearly an hour and it was felt his 
talk was well received. Publicity by 
posters and announcements in the 
participating churches helped ma
terially. 

B.lliA'i :'IIEWS 9 

Around the Baha'i World 
GERMANY 

(From September Baha'i Nach
r1('hten) 

Referring to the Five-Year Plan 
which the Baha'is in Germany have 
undertaken, the German National 
Spiritual Assembly and its Commit
tees reminds all Baha'i communi
ties, groups and the isolated believ
ers that Hthis plan can be fuHilled 
im mediately if every believer puts 
into effect, literally, and with self
less dedication. the instructions of 
the Guardian: 

L' E aeh and every believer, un
daunted by the uncertainties, the 
perils and the financial stringency 
afflicting the nation, must arise and 
insure, to the full measure of his or 
her capacity, that continuous and 
abundant flow of funds into the na~ 
tional Treasury ... which, in these 
early days of the administrative de-
velopment of the Faith. is the indis
pensable medium for the growth and 
expansion of the Movement. Contri
butions to this fund consti lute, in 
addition, a practical and effective 
way whereby every believer can 
test the measure and character of 
his faith, and prove in deeds the 
intensity of his devotion and attach
ment to the Cause . . . 

"We must be like the fountain or 
spring that is. continually emptying 
itself of all that it has and is con
tinually being refilled from an invisi
ble source. To be continually giving 
out for the good of our fellows unde
terred by the fear of poverty and re
liant on the tulfailing bounty of the 
Source of all wealth and all good
this is the secret of right living. PO 

(Baha'i Procedure, p. 8.) 

• 'When . . . a crisis sweeps over 
the world no person should hope to 
remain intact. We belong to an or'
ganie unit and when one part of 
the organism suffers all the rest of 
the body will feel its consequences. 
This is in fact the reason why Ba
ha'u'Uah calls our attention to the 
unity of mankind. But as Baha'is we 
should not let such hardships weaken 
our hope in the future . . . We may 
be suffering at present but that will 
soon cease and glorious days will 
dawn. It (Baha'i PTocedure, p. 19) 

The statement of the German 
NSA contiriues: 

"We are always hearing that in 
the supposedly 'rich' America the 

completion of the Baha'i Temple is 
only possible through the bravest. 
ever-continuing joy of giving on the 
part of the poorest of the poor, who 
are completely 'Without means. Let 
us not lag behind in work and sacri
fice for the Ho]y Cause, but also do 
our part, until we are all convinced 
that many li tt1e drops do make a 
sea. " 

(F:-om August Baha'i Nachrichten) 
German representatives of the 

Baha'i International Community to 
the UN, apPOinted by the NSA of the 
Baha'is of Germany and Austria, 
are: Gunther Heyd, Ruprecht G. 
Krueger, and Eugene Schmidt. 

. CANADA 
(From Canadian Baha'i News) 

John Robarts, chairman of the 
Canadian National Spiritual Assem
bly, was among the 13 Baha'is rep
resenting 17 countries at the Euro
pean Teaching Conference held in 
Brussels last August. Mr. Robarts 
reported that j'even the differences 
of language proved to be little bar
rier to those bonds of spiritual fel. 
lowship" which held member 5 of the 
conference together. 

At the Laurentian Summer school, 
Dr. Genevieve Coy, Dalton S~ool 
psychologist of New York, taught a 
course on "Personality and Charac
ter", and Marguerite Sears of Phila
c1.elphia taught courses on "Stories 
on the Faith" and "Public Speak· 
ing". Average class attendance was 
27 persons. 

The first public meeting eVer 
held in Quebec City was on August 
11, with Mrs. Hilda Yen Male as the 
speaker. Publicity was obtained in 
four newspapers, and a radio inter· 
view was arranged during which 
direct questions about the Faith 
were asked. 

Baha'i Article in 
Encyclopedia Britannica Junior 

The current edition of Brita.nnica 
Junior, the reference work edited for 
children and youth, contains an illus
trated article about the Faith contri
buted by Horace Holley at the edi
tor's request. The Public Relations 
Committee has written to ency loped
ias regularly in recent years to offer 
them authentic material on the 
Faith. 
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Some Thoughts on Giving 
By RUl;iiyyih Khanum 

'What most astonishes any 00. 
partial observer of the Baha'i Reli
gion is that here is a Faith that not 
only believes that its greatest privi
lege is to give to the world, but that 
actually puts the sublime theory into 
practice. Not only do we Baha'i's 
give our spiritual teachings, our 
principles, our unique World Order
which we are fully convinced can 
alone become the guarantee for in
ternational security, permanent 
peace and" universal brotherhood
but we freely offer the advantages 
of our institutions, and the privilege 
of visiting and worshipping in our 
Holy Shrines and Temples, to all 
who seek their benefits and bless-
ings. We go even furtber than giv
ing, for we refuse any financial help 
from any person who is not a Baha'i! 
We might say with truth that to be 
a Baha'i is to be a giver, a bene
factor of his fellowmen in the fullest 
sense of the word. 

There are religions to which no 
one" can belong except by right of 
birth, but I doubt if such bodies re
fuse to take a penny from any well
wishing non-member. We, on the 
contrary t open our arms and our 
doors to every human being, his 
color, his class, his creed, his abase
ment or exalted state, can never bar 
him from our midst, but his m0l:ley 
we will never accept to finance our 
gifts to the world unless he becomes 
one of us. Within the Faith, for its 
avowed adherents, there is likewise 
a rather extraordinary attitude to
wards the question of financing it
for finances it must have, like any 
other form of undertaking. No Baha'i 
is forced to give to the Faith: he has 
no entrance fee, no dues to pay; no 
collections are made. He is at liberty 
to give to the fund or not, just as he 
pleases. He receives all the benefits 
bestowed by the Faith entirely free: 
the services of his local assembly, 
his national assem.bly, all the sup
porting committees forming part of 
the Baha'i administration, are at his 
disposal gratis. He never pays for 
Baha'i News for his programs. for 
the messages of guidance received 
from the Guardian of the Faith. He is 
lovingly married and lovingly buried 
by his fellows with no fee a t
tached. He attends the Conventions, 

the sessions of various schools and 
conferences, with no charges being 
made for such attendance. His tem~ 
pIe is his own and no plate will be 
passed, no demand for money be 
made of him. He can be born a 
Baha'i and die a Baha'i without ever 
giving a penny to the Faith that 
shelters and cherishes him, and he 
will not be exposed to reproach for 
this. I think it would be difficult to 
find any denomination in the world 
that treats its members like this! 

On the other hand a Faith which 
mIght appear to a shrewd material
ist as havmg a very dreamy and un
l'eallstic way of allowing its vast 
worldwide organization to function, 
nas very emphatIC teachings upon 
me subject 01 that harsh reality
,Money. 

OUr teachings force nothing on the 
indiVIdual Baha'i, but they are 
grbphic, wtique and profound on the 
subject of gIVing: you do not have to 
give if you do not want to, you are 
free, but if you do choose to give to 
the work of the Cause-in order to 
enable it to give to the whole world 
its light-you set spiritual machinery 
"at work: for, teaChes Baha'u'llab., to 
give is to receive. One should be like 
a spring that bubbling over its pre
cious waters, finds that from a deep
. er source they are replenished. To 
give, in the truest analysis, is to con
ier on one's self. God, the Ali-Pos
sessing, rich in His Essence, in the 
highest sense of the word, the Pater
nal, the Munificent, the Ever-Lasting 
Giver, really never permits us to 
give Him anything for, every ges
ture of giving we make to Him
even to giving our lives for Him-He 
returns a thousandfold in blessings, 
tangible and intangible, which he 
showers upon us, He can never be in 
our debt, we are eternally in His 
debt. The joy of giving seems to be 
one of the joys the Creator has par
ticularly reserved for Himself. Our 
joy in giVing must always be a faint 
echo of His joy, a token, a symbol of 
the vahle He Himself has placed on 
giving. 

We know that when we give a gift 
to a friend it conveys a sense of 
happiness and satisfaction when we 

'See it as well received, or truly 
needed. What then do we feel when 
we give to the Cause of God? That 
money, Ii ttle or a lot as it may be, 
we know is truly money well spent, 
for it is impartial, unselfish. It flows 
out to bring good to the world 
through enabling the Faith to carry 
on its work, execute its plans, pub~ 
Esh its literature and erect. its edi~ 
flees, which aTe beacons of idealism 
to despairing humanity. 

In theory I believe every Baha'i 
sincerely desires to give some meas
ure of financial support to the Cause 
so dear to his heart, and for many 
years I have been trying to find the 
answer to why each one of us does 
not always give. I have come to the 
conclusion there are a number of 
reasons: In the first place, I do not 
believe any Baha'i anywhere, actu
ally does not want to give. People 
with that psychology do not become 
Baha:is, only givers become Baha'is, 
people who so long to in some way 
uplift man's lot, to draw nearer to 
God, to offer their hearts to Him, to 
build a belter world. Though much 
self-seeking is satisfied through be
coming a Baha'I and finding what 
the individual soul has longed for
a means of greater self-expression, a 
new and deeper happiness, an at~ 

mosphere of tolerance and friend
ship, a stability and direction in life 
-yet essentially those who embrace 
the Faith are true givers in tile 
finest sense of the word. They are 
willing too, to sacrifice many foi
bles, some bad habits,. many pre
conceived ideas and prejudices in 
order to become Baha'is. No, Baha'is 
are no in~gro"Vffi, miserly lot, far, 
far, from it. 

But, as I see it, we are, most of 
us at any rate, not very methodical 
or co-ordinated in our way of doing 
things, (this, I may say, I have often 
felt in myselfl) As no actual sum is 
ever demanded of us individually, as 
we are never solicited for money 
directly t as no form is handed us 
which we must fill in, we ·ar-e a bit 
vague about when and bow much to 
give. How I envy those people who 
are so efficient they have every
thing budgeted, and into their bud
get, big or little, is a sum for the 
Fund and the Fund actually gets it! 
I think that is the right way to do it. 
But I never did! When I was a girl, 
I don't think I ever remember send
ing anything to the National Baha'i 



Fund except on one occasion. I gave 
at Feasts, but it was in a vague sort 
of way, such as finding I had a sum 
in my purse and going and giving it, 
on the spur of the moment, to the 
Treasurer. My mind just never grap
pled with the thought that I had a 
moral obligation, and what did I in
tend to do about it? Nor did I then 
really grasp what I now see so 
clearly, that the little contributions 
must always be the drops that form 
the s~a of the Baha'i Fund. Some 
very seli-sacrificing, or very wealthy 
believer may now and then pro
duce a deluge which carries the 
work over a crisis or enables some 
great project to leap ahead, but such 
outpourings should never be consid
ered the source of Baha'i monies, 
the- source, spiritually and financi
ally, should be each ·single believer. 

Another reason, asipe from this 
disorderly way of not arranging 
one's giving on a systematic basis, 
why so many Baha'is do not give is 
because they have so little to give. 
This I know is -true, for there are 
many who feel that as their can tri
bution could ouly be in cents and 
not in dollars, it is too little to give. 
They are ashamed, perhapsJ or dis
couraged by the smallness of what 
they could really afford to contri
bute. But this is not right, for I am 
sure the less you have, but give out 
of your meagre store, the more pre
cious it is in the Sight of God, the 
more truly needed by our Faith, for 
such money is surely blessed? being 
little and from one whose means are 
restricted, it represents a token of 
true love and devotion, it is the pre
cious widow's mite. 

This "mite" reminds me of a Chi
cago Baha'i, now dead, and perhaps 
many will recall to whom I refer in 
this story. She lived alone in a, very 
poor part of the city and earned her 
living by giving piano lessons. All 
she could do on her slim earnings 
was to exist, frail, and I suspect, 
undernourished. When we had our 
great drive to build the Temple's 
exterior crust of ornamentation, she 
had no way of getting any money 
to give to it, but, she told my 
Mother, she found a way: she 
walked to her lessons instead of 
taking the street car. Such self-sacri
fice? on the part of a delicate~ often 
ailing, middle-aged woman, must 
seem far out- of proportion to the 
tiny sum she was able to save, over 
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a long period, and send in to the 
Temple Fund. The work was com
pleted, but she had never seen it. One 
day, thought she said she just could 
not wait any longer, so she blew her
self to the trip out to Wilmette, and, 
as she said, when her eyes lighted 
on the erected Temple, all she 
could find to say was: "Oh you dar
ling r" Can anyone doubt how that be
liever's contribution has added to the 
spiritual blessing our Temple con
fers? We often say: Hit's not what 
you do, but how you do it;H or Uit's 
not what you say but how you say 
it." It is also true: Hnot what you 
give, but how you give it." 

Another reason I think many are 
hindered in giving is because their 
type of mind is, shall I say, intimate 
in its approach to life. My mind, I 
know, works like that. If I con tact 
something, if it seizes my imagina
tion, I become really interested, but 
a big vague generality does not grip 
me so easily. I suppose there must 
be many others like me in this re
spect. For instance, the only sum I 
ever sent in for the Temple was a 
birthday present which I gave for 
the Dome. I could see (or thought I 
could) the little piece of lace-like de
sign I had been instrumental in get
ting up there. I got a tremendous 
thrill out of this feeling! I need 
scarcely add I consider this a very 
imma ture a Iti tude - but maybe oth
ers have it too? I often wonder, 
when I read in the Baha'i News the 
general appeal for funds (which is as 
far as any Baha'i body can go, in 
accordance with the spirit of free 
giving) if the very abstractness of 
it, the generality of it, does not fail 
to capture the attention of minds 
which work like mine? 
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We know a pioneer costs the Fund, 
let us say, a minimum of at least 
twelve hundred dollars a year. Most 
people could not possibly afford to 
support a whole pioneer a year. But 
suppose they were a sked to do this: 
"Can you support a quarter 01 a pio
neer?" Then they could feel that a 
quarter of that precious pioneering 
believer who is 1a houring in Chile l 

or Ala ska or Nebraska, or Luxem
bourg, is kept at that historic task by 
the contribution they are making. Or 
why could not a little group decide: 
"we six (or we eight) wili send out a 
deputy teacher; we will agree to
gether to give a hundred dollars a 
month and ask. that it be used for a 
pioneer to Europe, or some other 
place." I see no reason why they 
should not ask whom their contribu
tion is supporting and follow with in
terest - but not with interference -
the activities of their "deputy." For 
Baha'u'llah has clearly stated: if you 
cannot go forth and teach, send one 
in your stead. 

Similarly, the interior decoration 
of the Temple is now under way: 
if say, a whole window, or an arch, 
or a section of the interior dome, 
could be broken down into a unit 
prfce, why should not an individual 
Baha'i, or a commturity, or a group 
of friends, finance that particular 
section? Naturally, they must not 
expect their names to be affixed 
to the piece they were instrumental 
in erecting! But they would know 
that they got it up there. I realize 
this is perhaps an appeal to the im
mature side of human nature. The 
fill1ds- of the Cause must be essenti
ally fluid if the work is to go on un
interrupted. But some minds may 
be more like mine, which can re-

The Local Spiritual Assembly of San Salvador, El Salvador, 1949-1950. 
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spond much quicker to a thought like 
this: "Do you see that twenty-foot 
pipe? Do you think you can manage 
to lay it do"WIl for the system?" than 
to HNow friends, we '\\"ill not get our 
harvest in if we do not get more 
water." 

(To be Continued) 

Contributions from Assemblies 
For the Month of October, 1949 

Alaska - Anchorage. Arizona - North 
Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson. Arkansas
Eureka Springs, Little Rock. California. 
-Alhambra, Berkeley, Beverley Hills 
Burbank, Burlingame, Carmel, El Mont~ 
Twp., Escondido Twp., Fresno, Glendale, 
Glendale Twp., Inglewood, Long Beach 
Los Angeles, Monrovia Twp .• Oakland' 
Oceanside, Palo Alto,> Pasadena Sa~ 
Bernardino, San Diego, San .Fr~cisco. 
Santa Barbara, Santa MODlca, South 
Gate. Co1ol'ado--Colorado Springs Den· 
ver. Connecticut - Greenwich, Ha~tford, 
New Haven. Dela.ware - Wilmington. 

Dis". of CGlumbia-Washington. Florida 
-Jacksonville, Miami, St. Augustine. 
Georgia - Atlanta, Augusta. Hawaii -
Honolulu, Maw. Idaho.- Ada County, 
Boise. Illin~is-Batavia, Champaign, Chi
cago, Danville, Evanston, Maywood, Oak 
Park, Peoria, Phoenix (Harvey). Spring
field, Urbana, Wilmette, Winnetka. In
diana-Indianapolis, _Fort Wayne, South 
Bend. Iowa - Cedar Rapids, Waterloo. 
Kansas-Topeka. Kentucky - Louis\"iUe. 

Enrollments _em. reported by 
Local Splrllual Assemblies: 
CALIF., Carmel 2; Burbank 2; Los An~ 
geles 3; WASH., D.C., I;. GA., Augusta I; 
IDAHO, Ada Co. 1; BOlse 1; D..L., Chi~ 
cago 4; Urbana I; MASS., Boston 2; 
N. H., Portsmouth 3; N.Y., New York 
City 2; OHIO, Cleveland 2; TEXAS, 
Houston 1; WISe., Milwaukee 1; YOUTH 
I. 
EDrGllmeols reported by 
Regional Teaching Committees: 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

E. N.Y. 4 
So. N.Y., Conn. 1 
New Jersey 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
Mich. 2 
m., Iowa 1 

WESTERN STATES 
So. Caill. 1 
New Mexico 1 

TOTALS: Adults 38, Youth, 1. 

Directory Additions 
and Changes 

Local Sp1r1taal Assembly Secretaries: 
Southgate, Calli. 

Miss Mary Ellen Reese 
3616 Arcbnore Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 
Mrs. Cora Rockwell 
1954 Semple St., Z-12 

Mansfield, Ohio 
Mrs. Henriette Corradi 
323 Park Ave. W. 

Omaha, Nebr. 
Omaha Baha'i Assembly 
Mrs. Alvin Myers, Act. Sec'y. 
4520 S. 25th St., Z. 7 

DECEMBER, 1949 

Louisiana, - New Orleans. Maine-Port
land. Maryland-Baltimore (Sept.). Mas
sachusetts---Boston, Brookline, Spring
field, Worcester. 

Michigan-Ann Arbor, Detroit, Flint, 
Grand Rapids, Grosse Pointe, Lansing 
Muskegon, Roseville. Minnesota-Duluth' 
Minneapolis, St. Paul. Missouri-Inde~ 
pendence, Kansas City, St. Louis. MOD
tana-Butte, Helena Great Falls. Nebras
ka-Macy, Omaha. Nevada-Reno. New 
Hampshire-Portsmouth. New Jersey
Bergenfield. Dwnont, East Orange, En
glewood, J er.sey City . Newark, Red Bank, 
Ridgewood, Teaneck. New Mexico--Albu
querque. New York-Binghamton, Buf
falo, Geneva, Jamestown, New York, Ro
chester, Syracuse, Waterloo, Yonkers .. 

North Dakota-Fargo. Ohio--Cincin
nati, Cleveland, Dayton, Columbus, 
Lima, Mansfield, Toledo. Oklahoma.-Qk
lahoma City. Oregon-----Portland. Penn.syl
vania,-Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Scran
ton, West Chester. Rhode Island-Provi
dence. South Caro1ina-Columbi~, Green
ville. South Dakota-Sioux Falls. Teones
see-Memphis. Texas-Houston, San An
tonio. Vermont-Brattleboro, Virginia
Alexandria, Arlington. Washington-Kirk
land, Marysville, Monroe, Richmond 
Highlands, Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma. 
West Virginia-Char-Ieston. Wisconsin
Kenosha, Madison, Milwaukee, Racine, 
Somers Twp., Wauwatosa. Wyoming
Laramie. 
Total number of Assemblies ........ 174 
Assem bHes contributing ............ 152 
Assemblies not contributing .......... 22 
Groups contributing ................. '54 
Individuals contributing ....... . . . . . .. 67 
Special contribution from Baha'i Junior 
Youth of Maywood 

In Memoriam 
Mr. Perry Alexander,· Upton, Mass. 

9-20-49 
:Miss Sarah Jane Jellett, Duluth, Minn. 

5-15-49 
Mrs. Tillie Schend, Kenosha, Wis., 

10-13-49 
Mr. Horace D. McAbee, Jacksonville, 

Fla. (reported 10-19-49) 
Mrs. Martha Shaw, San Francisco, Calif. 

(reported 11-1-49) 
Mr. Arthur Williams, Chicago, Ill. 

10-26-49. 

Bahi!i Addresses 

National Office: 
.536 Sheridan Road, Wibnette, 
TIlinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make Checks Payable 10: 
N ational Baha.~i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden A venue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks for books and pamph
lets paya.ble to: 

Bahi.'j PubUshing Committee 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 
Lansin g, Micb. 

Baha/i News is published by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of &.be 
Baha/is of the United States as the 
official news-letter of the B;rJu\'i 
CommWlity. 

Edited for the National Spiritual 
Assembly by Bah&'i News Editor
ial COV'mittee: n.f:rs. Roberia 
Christian, chairman, Mr. Richard 
Nolen, Mr. Gordon A. Fraser, 
Editorial office: Mrs. Roberia. 
Christian, 1001 West Genesee. St.., 
Lansing, Mich. 

Please report changes of address 
and other matters pertaining to 
distribution to the Baha.'i National 
Office~ 536 Sheridan Road, Wi1~ 

mette~ Dllnols. 
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New Volume of the 
Bahli'i World 

A new volume of The Baha'i Wor1.d 
is now available. VoL X, for the 
period 1944-1946 is a book of 800 
pages. with 269 items listed in the 
contents, two colored frontispieces, 
and 197 illustrations. 

This volume features the Cen
tenary of the Declaration of the Bil b 
as cele bra ted in the Holy Land and 
other cOWltries. The section devoted 
to the Centenary contains statements 
on the Signlficance of the First 
Bah .. 'i Century by Archdeacon 
George Townshend and Shoghi Ef
fendi, the Guardian's World Survey, 
an article by RUJ:llyyih Khanum on 
Celebrations in the Holy Land, and 
Centenary addresses by Marion 
Holley, Harry C. Kinne, the radio 
program conducted at the Banquet 
in Chicago by Shirley Warde, Albert 
W. Windust, Alfred E. Osborne, 
Elsie Austin, Eduardo Gonzales 
Lopez, Dr. Fernando Nova, Firuz 
Kazem-Zade and Hilda Yen. The 
story of the Banquet was written by 
Gertrude Henning. 

Other Centenary addresses appear 
in Part IV: talks by Sir Ronald 
Storrs, Dr. Raymond Frank Piper, 
Philip Leonard Green, Elsie Austin, 
Edna M. True, Dr. H. O. Overstreet 
and Dorothy Baker. The talk on the 
Temple design by Earl H. Reed 
appears in Part Two with other 
material on the Hau'se of Worship, 
including statement by Carl Schef
fler on Flood-Lighting the Temple. 

Vol. X follows the same genera] 
order of contents as the previous 
books. There are four Parts, each 
assembling current material under 
one particular classification. Thus 
P art one has the Aims and Purposes 
of the Faith, the International Sur
vey, excerpts from the Writings, and 
the Centenary. Part Two contains 
material on the World Order of 
Baha'u'lliili, with reproductions of 
many national and local legal docu
ments, followed by the subjects of 
the Ma,wriqu'l Adhkar, the Calendar, 
Youth Activities, References (66) to 
the Faith, and In Memoriam. 

In Part Three the reader finds the 
Baha'i Directory for 1945-1946, and 
the Bibliography of Bah .. 'f literature 
in all languages. This Part also ex
plains the transliteration of Oriental 
Words, and definitions of Baha'i 
Terms. 

In Part Four there are 28 articles 
and reviews, verse, and music. The 
list of contents of all previous vol
umes is a decided convenience for 
the student. 

The two colored frontispieces 
selected by the Guardian are: a view 
of the Interior of the Tomb of the 
Bab, and the photograph of the flood
lighted Temple taken by the Chicago 
Tribune and featured in its Sunday 
issue of June 17, 1945. Two insert 
maps and four area maps complete 
the contents. 

Shoghi Effendi has frequently 
stressed The Bahci.~i World as source 
of information for the believer and 
impressive evidence of the world
wide character of the Faith for the 
public. The price per copy is $10.00. 
Order from Baha'i Publishing Com
mi ttee, 110 Linden Avenue, Wil
mette, Ill. 

Temple Progress Report 
Most of the structural steel instal

la tion on the main columns at the 
ground floor level was completed 
early in December. Steel to hold the 
tracery at the first gallery level 
has been delivered. 

Electrical work has been installed. 
Three of the five fans for tempering 
and circulating the air from the 
dome have been delivered. 

The erection of cast mosaics on 
the main columns was scheduled to 
start the second week of December. 

Calendar 
World Religion Day: 

Jan. 15 
Feasts: 

Jan. 19-5ultim-Sovereignty 
NSA Meeting: 

Jan. 20, 21, 22 
State Conventions: 

Jan. 29 

NEWS 
YEAR 106 BAHA'I ERA 

Fanny Knobloch's Passing 

(Cable from the Guardian 
received Dec. 14) 

"Grieve passing (of) beloved, 
distinguished, . exemplary pio
neer (of) Faith, Fanny Knob
loch. Memory (of) her notable 
services imperishable, her re
ward (in) Abhil Kingdom boun
tiful, assured, everlasting." 

-SHOGHI 

Take Your Part 
In State Conventions 

Last summer the National Assem
bly invited all the believers and the 
local Assemblies to write in any 
suggestions a bout the development 
of the Faith which they wanted to. 
The many constructiva answers, 
which will be reported on later, show 
that there are many valuable ideas 
latent in the minds and hearts of the 
believers. 

With the hope that this flow of con
structive thinking may be further ex
tended, the NSA has adopted a very 
simple agenda for the State Conven
tions. 

There are two simple themes
"Tell the Story" and "Study the 
Word." Your regional committee 
may have added a few suggestions 
to point up this discussion. 

The important point is that the 
State Conventions - scheduled for 
Sunday, January 29 - are your coo
t'ention. Make effort to attend it. 
Meet the believers in your state or 
electoral district. Be prepared to con
tribute your ideas about teaching and 
developing knowledge of the Faith. 
Make this Convention an opportunity 
to contribute suggestions for the de
veloping of teaching throughout the 
country. 

And, above all, vote for the number 
of delegates as signed to your state 
or electoral district. If you cannot 
attend the Convention, at least vote 
by mail. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 
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"Meeting the Crisis" 
"Study The Word" 

In November and December we 
suggested the study of The Dispen
sation of Bahu'u'lldh. The book se
lected for study in January and Feb
ruary is the Will and Testament of 
'Abdu'I-Baha. For ihis study, use ihe 
complete printed pamphlet edition. 

Your ihorough knowledge of ihe 
Dispensation and ihe Will will better 
enable you to prepare others for 
confirmation and enrollment in the 
Faiih. To grow and deepen in ihe 
Faiih, it is essential ihat ihese two 
documents be restudied at regular 
intervals. 

A Thorough Study Method 
We want to suggest a ihorough 

meihod for your study of ihe WH!. 
(1) Carefully read through ihe en

tire Will so ihat you get a sense of 
its scope. 

(2) Consult page 328 of God Passes 
By, and here you will find ihat ihe 
Guardian has listed ihe main themes 
in ihe Will and Testament. If you 
will number these with pen or pencil, 
you will have a list of twenty·one out
standing themes. Here are the key 
verbs (place your number before ihe 
verb) which states each iheme: (in 
ihe first sentence of the paragraph) 
l-"proclaimsu

, 2-"revealstt
, 3-

Hdiscloses H, 4 -"asserts", 5-
"stresses", 6-"establishes", 7-
:'provides", 8--"prescribes", 9-H em_ 
phasizes", lQ-uextolls", (in the sec
ond sentence of the paragraph) 11-
··lauds", 12-"expatiates", 13-"re· 
calls", 14--uexposes", 15-"reaf
firms", 16-"summons", 17-
'''warnsu , 18--"counsels"; (in the 
third sentence of ihe paragraph) Uf
"reveals", 2O--"enjoins", 21-"ex
presses" . 

Now that you have numbered 
ihese chief points, we suggest that 
you copy them out in numbered 
order on several sheets of paper. Be 
sure to leave a good amount of space 
after each of these statements made 
by the Guardian. This will give you 
a skeleton outline wiih headings in 
the Guardiants O'WIl words. Now 
carefully reread the Will, making 
brief notes, including the page refer
ence, tmder the main headings which 
you have already outlined. Because 
ihe Guardian has not listed ihese 
themes in the order in which ihey 
are found, you will have several 

different notes under most of your 
headings. 

After this, you will be re ady to 
relate the ideas in the Will and Tes
tament to other Baha'i books. 

ANew Compilation 
(3) An extensive new compilation 

entitled God's Eternal Legacy has 
been prepared by Mrs. Mary Mag
dalene Wilkin, Mrs. Della Emery, 
Mr. Ralph Emery, Mr. Herbert 
Hem, Miss May Lawson. This com
pliation is in two parts. Volune I 
takes the statement of Baha'i affi
liation given by ihe Guardian and 
relates it to the Wi!! and oiher 
Baha'i writings. 

The following topiCS are covered: 
1. The Forerunner - ihe Bab 
2. The Author - Baha'u'llilh 
3. The True Exemplar - 'Abdu'l-

Babit 
4. Guardianship and Guardian 
5. The Hands 
6. :E.!uquq'u'I1ilh 
7. Universal House of Justice 
8. The Supreme Tribunal 
9. Secondary House of Justice 

(National Spiritual Assemblies) 
10. Covenant-Breaking 
11. Believers 
12. Local House of Justice 

Volume II consists of a series of 
"Questions and Answers" concern
ing the main themes in the Master's 
Will. The answers in each case 
consist of direct quotations, most of 
ihem from the Will, but oihers from 
Baha 'u'llan and the Guardian are 
included. 

A great value of this new com
pila tion is that it brings together 
so many valuable quotations from 
different sources. This would make 
good basic discussion material for a 
deepening class. 

(Copies of God's Eterna! Legacy 
may be ordered from the Bahati 
Publishing Committee, 110 Linden 
Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, for $.75 
per copy.) 

(4) After you have gone ihrough 
these thorough steps, read again 
David Hofman's pamphlet A Com
mentary on the Wi!! and Testament 
oj 'Abdu'l-Bah<1. 

Armed wi ih a deeper understand
ing of ihe Wi!! and Testament, you 
will be better able to serve and 
teach ihe Faiih in the years ahead 

when great efforts will be made to 
oppose the riSing strengih of ihe 
World Order of Baha'u'Uilh. 
-NATIONAL PROGRAMMING CoMMrrl'EE 

Publishing AJUlouncements 
The. Glad Tidings of Bahu'u'U<ih, 

edited by George Townshend, has 
just been published by John Murray 
of London as one of the new 
volumes in the Wisdom of the East 
series. Mr. TO'Wllshend has written 
a moving Introduction so ihat the 
non-Baha'i reader can have some 
background for appreciation of ihe 
selections from the Baha'i writings. 
The chapters are also introduced by 
notes which give a continuity to this 
beautiful new compilation. Chapter 
headings are: "Building the World 
Anew", "God's Command and Exhor
tation", "The Proclamation of the 
Day of God", and "The Journey of 
the Soul." This book would make a 
splendid gift, or it will be useful 
in introductory teaching. Copies may 
be ordered from ihe Publishing Com
mittee, at $1.25 per copy. 

God's Eternal Legacy, new mimeo
graphed compilation, 108 pages, per 
copy $.75. 

New World Order Diary for 1950, 
published in England, bound in fabri
koid, per copy $.60. 

Temple Guiding 
'Abdu'l-Baha said: "It is known 

and clear ihat today ihe Unseen 
Divine Assistance encompasses those 
who deliver ihe Message, and if 
the work of delivering ihe Message 
be neglected, the assistance shall 
be entirely cut off." 

There is no place that one has 
more opportunity to give the Mes
sage and there is no place in which 
it is easier to give it than to visitors 
at ihe Baha'i House of Worship. 
Many, no doubt, will say ihey live 
too far away, but it is not necessary 
to live in the immediate vicinity 
of the Temple to avail yourself of 
this great privilege. This past sum
mer many Baha'is came from long 
distances, rented a room in Wilmette 
and spent iheir vacations guiding 
visitors ihrough ihe building. But 
whether from near or far, all who 
have guided will concur wiih the 
sentiments voiced in this j oint letter 
from a Baha! i in Peoria and one in 
Lincoln, III. who spent part of iheir 
vacations in this great spiritual 
adventure: 

"If you are ever asked to guide 



at the Temple, deem it as one of 
God's· bounties, for the compensation 
you receive is an outpouring of 
spiritual power which enriches the 
soul and as the days follow it grows 
and grows. 

"Too, it increased the desire to 
study with the idea of answering 
more c1early questions which are 
uppermost in the minds of the travel
ing audience one meets in the course 
of the day. These are as many and 
varied as the culture and the needs 
of these inquiring seekers. 

"A day may be enriched by con
tact with the student from Brazil, 
the mystic of India, fellow Baha';s 
from the near East, travelers from 
the Aleutian Islands, or the many 
students from the universities in the 
Chicago area, the students from 
ministerial schools, artists from the 
Art Institute, exchange students 
from Europe-these are but a few 
with whom we had converse. 

"We must mention the opportunity 
to contact the children from the 
Evanston and Wilmette areas who 
wished to build a talk for their class
room on some vacation experience. 
We led them to the children 1 s room 
where they saw and copied the idea 
expressed by the mural, depicting 
the Oneness of Mankind. We talked 
about slides that could be made 
for the projector. They went away 
happy, delighted with the picture 
material that they could use to other
wise supplement these talks. 

"The association with other Baha'i 
friends who were guiding, the inter
change of ideas, plans, experiences 
while guiding, proved to be most 
stimulating. We wish all the friends 
may some time share this service. 

"It has been one of the richest 
weeks of living while guiding through 
this most beautiful building of the 
world-a service which is distinctive. 
unique and a joy-giving privilege." 

-TEMPLE PROGRAM CoMMrI"I'D 

In Memoriam 
Mr. Kenneth Kadrie. Long Beach, Calli. 

11-7-49 
Mr. Ed C. Stenson, La Mesa. Calif. 

10-15-49 
Mr. Henry S. Merry, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Hf-24-49 
Mrs. Augusta Olsen, Racine, Wis., 

11-14-49 
Miss Anise Rideout, Brookline, Mass. 

11-17-49 
Mrs. Byron S. Lane, Lakeland. Fla. 

11-17-49 
Miss Fanny KnObloch, Glenview, Ill. 

12-9-49 
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Score to Date - December 15, 1949 
Oil Response to the Temple Fund 

Eslima_ 
Group Nwnber for 2 years 
$400 142. . .............. 8113,600.00 
8100 522.. . . .............. 8104,400.00 
$ 25 540. . . . . . .............. $ 27,000.00 
*Special 1007 .......................... 8215,129.66 

Totals 2211 .......................... $460,129.66 
Received against ahove resolves . . . .'. . . . . . . . . . .. $263,275.82 

• All resolves not falling in other_three categories. 
Many friends have asked if they could send in their next year's 
resolve now. This would be very helpful. 

Contributions From Assemblies 
for the Month of Nov., 1949 
Alabama-Birmingham. AJaska.-An-

chorage. Arizona-North Phoenix. PhoeR 

nix, 'Iilcson. Arka.nsas-Eureka Springs, 
Little Rock. California - Alhambra, 
Berkeley, Beverley Hills, Burbank, Bur
lingame, Carmel, Escondido Twp., 
Fresno, Glendale, Glendale Twp., Ingle
wood, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Mon
rovia, Monrovia Twp .• Oakland, Ocean
side, Palo Alto. Pasadena, San Bernar
dino, San Diego, San Francisco, San 
Mateo. Santa Barbara, Santa Monica. 

Color&clo--Colorado Springs, Denver. 
CotmecUcut-Greenwich. Hartford, New 
Haven. Delaware-Wilmington. Dist. of 
Cola.mbia-Washington. Florida.-J ack· 
sonville, Miami, St. Augustine. Georgia 
-Atlanta, Augusta. Hawaii-Honolulu, 
MauL Idaho-Ada County, Boise. IlIinoi& 
-Batavia, Champaign, Chicago, Dan
ville, Elmhurst, Evanston, Maywood, 
Oak Park, Peoria, Springfield, Urbana. 
Wilmette, Winnetka. Indiana - Indian
apolis, Fort Wayne, South Bend. Iowa
Cedar Rapids, Waterloo, 

Kansas Topeka. Louisia.Da.--New 0r
leans. Ma.:ine--Portland. Maryland-Bal
timore. MassachUsetts-Beverly (Oct and 
Nov.), Boston. Brookline, Springfield, 
Worcester, Micbigan-Ann Arbor, De· 
troit, Flint, Grand Rapids, Lansing, 
Roseville. Minnesota - Duluth, Minne
apolis, St. Paul. Misstssipi-Jackson. 
Missouri-Independence. Kansas City. St. 
Louis. Monta.na.-Butte, Helena. Great 
Falls. Nebraska. - Macy. Omaha. Ne
vada-Reno. New Hampshire - Ports
mouth. 

New Jersey-Bergenfield, Dumont. EnR 
glewood. Jersey City, Montclair, Newark, 
Ridgewood. Teaneck, New Mexico--Al
buquerque. New York - Binghamton. 
Geneva, Jamestown, New York, Roches R 

ter. North Carolina--Greensboro. Nortil 
Dakota.--Fargo. Ohio-Cincinnati, Cleve
land, Dayton, Columbus, Lima, Mans· 
:field, Toledo. OklabDma-Oklahoma City. 
Orecon-Portland. Pennsylvania-PhilaR 
delphia, Pittsburgh. Scranton, West 
Chester. Rhode Island - Providence. 

South Cal'Gllna-Columbia. Greenville. 
South Dakota-Sioux Falls. TeDDeSsee
Memphis, Nashville. Texas - Houston, 

-TREASURER 

San Antonio. Utah-5alt Lake City. V~ 
mont-Brattleboro. Virginia - AlexanR 

dria, Arlington. Washington-Kirkland. 
Marysville, Monroe, Richmond High
lands, Seatle, Spokane, Tacoma. Wis
consiD--Kenosha, Madison, Milwaukee. 
Racine, Shorewood, Somers Twp., Wau
watosa, Whitefish Bay. Wyoming-Lara
mie. 
Number of Assemblies ..... , ....... 174 
Assemblies contributing , ..... ,., ... 154 
Not contributing ..................... 20 
Groups contributing ................. , 46 
Individuals contributing ............. 75 
Study Class & Children of Ridgewood. 

. N. J. 
Baha'is of Australia & N. Z, 
Mass. & R. 1. Youth Conference 

Enrollments 
Enrollments reponed by 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 

ARIZ., Phoenix 1; CALIF., Berkeley 1; 
Glendale 1; Long Beach 2; Los Angeles 
2; San Francisco 2; Santa Monica 1; 
South Gate 1; ILL.; Oak Park I; IND., 
Ft. Wayne 1; MICH., Detroit 1; MISS., 
Jackson 1; MO .• St. Louis I; N. H., Ports
mouth 3; N. M" Albuquerque 1; omo, 
Cleveland 3; VA., Arlington 1; WASH., 
Seattle 1; WIS., Kenosba 1; Madison Ij 
Milwaukee 2; Wauwatosa 2. YOUTH 3, 
Enrollm_ reponed by 
Regional Tea.ebing committees: 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

E. New York 1 
Long Island 1 
Me., N. H., 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
Ill .• Iowa 2 & 1 Youth 

WESTERN STATES 
Ore. 1 
New Mexco 1 

SO. STATES-E. Div. 
No. & So. Carolina 1 

TOTALS: 
Adults-39 
Youth-4 

? • 
What leading feminist of Aus-
tria was influenced by Tiihirih? 
See BaM', World Vol. n, p. 257 
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The Home Front 
BOISE, IDAHO 

Coming as far off as 375 miles, 
44 people attended an R TC meeting 
for Idaho and Utah. Youth opened 
the conference with music and sing
ing. Adults later took up main theme, 
"The Individual's Teaching Plan", 
willi one point being: if contacts 
don't present an opening for 'telling 
the Story', be original, make an open
ing. Youth, separately, held a round
table on "Youth Looks at Religion", 
also deciding on four conferences 
for the coming year. 

CLEVELAND,OIDO 
"The Baha'i World Faith-A Guide

post to World Peace" was David 
Earl's subject before an audience of 
100 in the St. James A.M.E. Church's 
Forum Program, Nov. 20. Questions 
on growth of the Faith, outlook for 
a true practice of the principle of 
the oneness of mankind, and steps 
involved in becoming a Baha'i came 
in floor discussion. Newspapers gave 
excellent publicity preceding and fol
lowing the talk. 

OBERLIN, OHIO 
Dr. Sarah Martin Pereira of Cleve

land gave a talk on "Search 
for Faith", before the regular chapel 
audience of Oberlin College. She was 
presented by Dr. Stidley, Dean of the 
Graduate School of Theology, and 
from the audience of 110 came such 
questions afterward as: why do 
Baha'is need a Guardian if they 
believe in independent search for 
truth, what unique aspects mark the 
Baha'i Faith as different from past 
religions, and what international 
language wtll the Baha'is recom
mend? Free literature was eagerly 
accepted. 

BUDD LAKE, N.J. 
Starting wtth a fireside attracting 

39 non-Bah.3.'is this group has moved 
into a continuing Friday night fire
side, after initial help from the New 
Jersey RTC. The Morris County Fair 
in August gave opportunity for a 
Baha'i booth which, spanning one 
entrance, saw a good share of the 
fair's 135,000 visitors pass through 
it. Many stopped to talk and some 
signed the guest book for meeting 
notif'ica tion. 

"International Friendship Square" 
was the center and theme of the fair, 
housing besides the Baha'I booth, the 
American Women's Committee of 

UN, United World Federalists, In
terfaith and Inter-racial Committee 
of Christians, Jews, and Negroes, and 
Miss Dorothy Thompson's WOMAN, 
Inc, (World Order Mothers of All 
Nations). 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

The first land to be owned by the 
Anchorage Assembly was 20 acres 
presented in November by two local 
Baha'is from their hard-won home
steads. The two 10 acre rural tracts 
adjoin, with the Seward to Anchorage 
road separ a ting them. 

Mrs. Frances Wells and Mrs. Eve
lyn Huffman, in preparation for the 
coming visit of Charles Mason 
Rerney, on world tour, made ex
cellent contacts among faculty of 
University of Fairbanks, while they 
were there attending a special short 
course for homemakers. 

Following the Alaska RTC re
commendation, the Anchorage As
sembly is undertaking the re
sponsibility of selecting passages 
from the Teachings for translation 
into Eskimo language by Simeon 
Oliver, native Eskimo. This is in 
accord with the Guardian's goal 
mentioned in his uChallenging Re
quirements. . ." As the Guardian 
had written a local believer, the 
translation must be uncomplicated 
and possibly employ illustrations to 
demonstrate the principles. 

BRIEFS 
HARTFORD, CONN. The modern 

Unitarian Church of Hartford was 
full to capacity, Snnday, Oct. 30 when 
George Goodman gave the Baha'i 
message from the pulpit on in
V itation from the minister. Mr. Good
man, Director of the North End Com
munity Center, was designated on the 
program as Hbeloved and respected 
citizen" as well as Chairman of the 
Hartford Baha'i Assembly .... LOS 
ANGELES, CAL. Attracted by the 
way Miss J osephlne N e1son "lived 
the life under conditions of ill-health" 
seven friends came to her home to 
hear talks on the Faith by Mrs. 
R. W. K"nny and Robert Powers .... 
MIAMI, FLA. A large, easily scan
ned display of Baha'i literature used 
at feasts and public meetings for a 
year and a half brings the result of 
making people want to own the 
books, says this community. . ~ . 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL,'The Ameri
can "Bill of Rights" and the French 

"Declarations of the Rights of Man" 
were observed by a panel discussion 
on UReligion and Human Rights" 
by the Baha'i Youth, Oct. 16. The 
speakers were in accord that society 
is not the source of human rights 
but merely the trustee. . . . VIR
GINIA BEACH, VA. A six-week 
teaching visit here by Jeanne and 
Challoner Chute with added discus
sions of Eastern Art. brought. in ad. 
dition to inquiring audiences, a news
paper interview and 3-column ar
ticle in the "Norfolk Virginian.Pilot," 
and a half-hour program over station 
WTAR ... OSLO, NORWAY In July, 
Charles Mason Remy flew here from 
Iceland and was met by Miss Scho
barth and the George Clarks. He 
learned that two Baha'is from Den
mark had been living in Reikjavlk, 
Iceland, so it is planned to have 
them meet some of the people who 
had treated him so kindly in Ice
land .... HONOLULU, T.H. The 
eight islands of Hawaii were on Au~ 
gust 26, 1949 granted authority to 
conduct Baha'i marriage ceremonies 
by the civil authorities of the Terri
tory of Hawaii .... READING, PA. 
George Miller, pioneer to Butte, 
Mont. broke into print here through 
the effort of his sis~r, a non-Baha'i. 
She thought his color slide showings 
of the Temple would be of interest 
since he is a native of Reading, so 
the Sunday paper ran a spread of 
George's work with a Temple pic
ture .... ANCHORAGE, Alaska. In
teresting contact work carried on 
with Miles Brandon, Eskimo tenor 
from Bristol Bay and George Aghe
puk, original artist working on rein
deer skins. They were guests of Sim
eon Oliver (Eskimo) and wife Ethel. 

To All BaM'i Communities 
The National Child Education 

Committee is making an effort 
to discover what age groups 
and general locations have the 
greatest need of the help of this 
committee. They ask, therefore. 
the Baba' i communities and 
groups send them, as soon as 
possible, the number and ages 
of all the children of Baha'is in 
their community. Please send 
this information to : National 
Child Education Committee, 
Mrs. Margaret Gawen, 5917 
Fourteenth St. N., Arlington, 
Va. 
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Bahi'is of Santa Monica. Cal, aDd friends celebrated the Birth of Bah.&'u'uah 
wHb • potluck supper, special Temple Fund donations. followed by a short talk and 
discussion. 

Around the Bahii'i World 
BRITISH ISLES (Baha'i Journal) 

The Baha'i Summer School was 
held at Eastwood Grange, Ashover, 
Derbyshire, from August 27th to Sep
tember 17th with the theme, "The 
Destiny of Man" t developed in three 
weekly series of morning lectures, 
each week complete in itself but 
presenting different aspects 'of the 
main subject. 

Between 13.5 and 140 people 
attended, including about 20 non
Bah .. 'is and 32 children. Visitors 
came from several different parts 
of the world. 

The two most popular study courses 
were on "The Covenant", and 
"Speaker Training." Consultation 
meetings on assembly development, 
a play by RUl).iyyih Khamim, a lec
ture with lantern slides, and addres
ses on the work in Europe, the Brus
sels Teaching Conference, and Dr. 
Lotfullah Hakim' s reminiscences 
about 'Abdu'I-Bab3. were further high 
lights of the school. 

A Unity Feast and consultation on 
a letter from the Guardian which had 
just been received occupied the clos
ing evening session. 

A new method of attracting seekers 
was tested in Edinburgh. A large 
newspaper advertisement containing 
the principles and inviting all those 
interested in promulgating such prin
ciples to investigate further, was 
placed in five local newspapers. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 
(BaM'i News Bulletin) 

The ninth session of the Yerrin-

bool Baha'i Winter School was held 
August 30 to September 8 with an 
average of 12 people in residence 
throughout the week, but with youth 
swelling the number to 26 during 
week-ends. 

Sessions on HThe Renewal of Civ
ilization" and "Some Christian Sub
jects" were conducted, and during 
the week-ends, the program was ar
ranged by the National Youth Com
mittee. 
CANADA 

(Canadian BaM'i News) 
The Canadian NSA held a special 

two-day meeting in September for 
the purpose of viewing their Five
Year plan as a whole. freed from 
the pressing detail of administrative 
problems. 

With the arrival October 8th in St. 
John's of Miss Margaret Reid of 
Toronto, a Baha'i of one. year, New
foundland received its first Baha'i 
pioneer. 

Miss Reid engaged a room with 
fireplace at $40.00 a month. She 
purchases coal from her landlady at 
50c a bucket, and thereby keeps 
warm at 25c an evening. Employ
ment was soon obtained with an 
Electrical Supply and Contracting 
firm in the accounting department. 
Working hours: 8 to 6:00 p.m.; 
Wednesday afternoons off, but work 
hours Saturday are until 9:30 p.m. 

In spite of the difficulties, Miss 
Reid has been asked to lead a busi
ness girl's club, and to join a 
Business and Professional Girl's 
Club which meets Thursdays for 
sopper and talk. 
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The Faith Attracts Attention 
The U American Calendar" for 

1950, published by Louis Mariano, 60 
East Bellevue Place, Chicago 11, 
Illinois, is a book calendar consisting 
of a series of left hand pages for the 
successive weeks, faced by a right 
hand page reproducing the photo
graph of some American scene -
landscapes, city buildings, etc. Fac
ing the week of July 2-8, is an aerial 
photograph of the Temple taken by 
Edward F. Etter. This is an attrac
tive and striking picture. Believers 
wishing this calendar can order 
directly from the publisher. 

Other references to the Faith 
which have been brought to our 
attention are: 

The E aTtn Could B. Fair, by Van 
Passen, page ~69. 

Why I Know TheTe Is A God, by 
Fulton Oursler, in Liberty Maga
zine t March, 1949. 

"The Religion That Teaches and 
Practices Race Equality,'" by Gina 
Cerminata, in Negro Digest, Sep
tember 1949. 

The Small Sects in AmeTica, by 
Elmer T. Clark, pages 18, 147, 
233, published by Abigdon-Cokesbury 
Press, revised edition. 

An Encyclopedia of World History, 
edited by Wm. L. Langer, Harvard 
University. 

A HistoTJI of Palestine, by James 
Parkes, pages 251, 252, Oxford Uni
versity Press. 

Iran, Past and Present, by Donald 
N. Wilber, pages 79-80, published by 
Princeton University Press. 

From September 1 to December 1, 
seventy-seven different Baha'i Com
munities have sent newspaper clip
pings to the Committee, some of 
publicity items and others of local 
paid notices of meetings. 

-BAHA'i PUBLIC RELAT.IONS 

Italian New Era Praised 
In 1947 the Italian translation ot 

BaM'u'lldh. and the New Era was 
made by Ugo R. Giachery. He sent 
copies of the book to librarians and 
other outstanding people in Italy. 
The following numbered excerpts are 
culled from the many personal res
ponses which Dr. Giachery received. 

l_uIt seems to me that the 
Baha'i Faith can truly give to man 
the spiritual comfort which he is 
expecting after the upheaval caused 
by the war, and the reversal and 
changes of traditional values. The 
word of Bah"'u'llah, revealing the 
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one truth which is above all nation
alism, all distinction of caste and 
races, all superstitions and preju
dices which deter the progress of 
the people, can be the basis of a 
pacific understanding in which races 
and peoples will unite7 conscious of 
the common spiritual nature and 
common ultra·mundane destiny ... " 

2-" The purity of the F ai th is truly 
absolute, and the men of today as 
those of yesterday, are primarily in 
need of it. The Revelator draws from 
the summit of light, a concrete guide, 
and attracts souls. Let this progress 
come! ... " 

3-" ... I want with a few strokes 
to express to you what I have under
stood through many years of patient 
meditation and reflection, that truth 
is one, even when manifesting itself 
under various aspects, adapted to 
the various minds and various 
peoples, and that man, if he wants to 
be truly 'a wise lover of himself', 

JANUARY, 1950 

must humbly bow before the great Baha'is of Cfudi.d Trujillo, Dominican Republic. Nov. 1949, with Natalia Chaves~ 
sublime mystery which surrounds seated, center. 
us and is within us. and say cO God 
create in me a pure heart and renew 
wi thin me a spirit of righteous
ness' .... As you see, the Baha'i 
Religion already has a place within 
my soul." 

Latin-American News 
In the additional reports being re

ceived on the Regional Conferences 
in Central and South America, a 
very encouraging picture is being 
unfolded. 

At the conference in Montevideo, 
·only Baha'is from that City were 
able to attend, although the confer
ence had originally been intended 
for Uruguay, Paraguay and Argen
tina. Nevertheless, this gathering 
seems to have generated a much 
greater enthusiasm for both studying 
and spreading the Teachings. Much 
was accomplished through the efforts 
of Muriel and Edmund Miessler, as 
well as Esteban Canales, all of whom 
in addition to acting as teachers at 
the conference, gave further instruc
tion in various subjects to the be
lievers in Montevideo. 

The s arne increase in the unity 
and enthusiasm of the believers in 
Havana was evident at the close 
of the conference there. This con
ference was intended for Cuba, the 
Dominican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica 
and Puerto Rico; but in addition 
to Havana, only Puerto Rico was 
able to send a representative. How-

First Regional Conference of Ecuador. Colombia, and VeDeZUela, Det. 8-11, 1H8. 
in Bogota, Colombia. 

ever, on her way to the conference 
in Havana, Natalia Chavez stopped 
in all of these -other communities, 
visiting with those believers who 
could not go to Havana, and giving 
them some of the courses to be used 
in Havana. In addition to Natalia, 
Elizabeth Cheney (representing the 
Inter-America Committee), Viva Lis~ 
more (from Havana), and Carlos 
Irizarry (from San Juan, Puerto 
Rico) gave the various COurses at 
the Havana conference. An inter-

esting sidelight, reported to us by 
Elisabeth Cheney, is that a number 
of non-Baha'is kept coming to the 
sessions of the conference; so they 
developed the practice of having a 
brief general question period at the 
end of each session, thus turning the 
conference into a teaching -medium 
for non-Baha'is as well. 

The conference a t Mexico City was 
attended by representatives from 
both that community and the com
munity of Puebla. At this particular 
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)la.vana. Cuba. Baha'is with Natalia Chavez, ceD.t.er~ during first Regional Ctmfer
eDCe of the Babi.'is 01 the Antilles, Nov. 6, 1949. 

Miss Nina Boward. pioneer. wtIh BODle Philippine JIahj,'Is. 

gathering, however. Mexico was the 
only country to be included; the 
other Central American countries 
being represented at other con
ferences. 

The teachers at Mexico City were 
Elisabeth Cheney. Harold Murray, 
Zenayda Jurado and Carlos Vergara. 
In addition to the r.epresentative 
from Puebla, the Mexico City com-

munity turned out in very good num
bers for this conference. 

If all goes according to schedule, 
there will be another conference in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, a bout the 
middle of December; with the fourth 
and final conference for the Central 
American area being held in San 
Jose. Costa Rica a few weeks later. 
We have also been informed that the 
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conference in La Paz, Bolivia for 
both Bolivia and Peru, has been 
postponed and will now be held on 
December 18, 19, 20 and 21. 

It has been the practice in both 
Central and South America to hold 
their annual territorial congresses 
dur.ing the month of January. How~ 
ever, in view of the fact that from 
1951 on their armual conventions will 
have to be held during the Rio;lvan 
period, plans have been made to 
hold their 1950 congresses during the 
Ric;lvan period also. 

Mrs. Sheila Rice-Wray, who re
turned to the pioneering fold in Cen
tral America a few months ago, has 
visited several of the Central Ameri· 
can communities, stimulating their 
enthusiasm and assisting them in 
their teaching efforts. At last reports 
she was in Managua, Nicaragua; and 
it is possible that by now she has 
arrived in San Jose, Costa Rica. 

The revised Spanish edition of the 
Baha'i Procedure will very soon 
be published and ready lor distri
bution. In order to take care of the 
need in Haiti, a French translation 
is in the process of being completed, 
based on the same material as the 
Spanish version. Both the French and 
Spanish editions should prove very 
yaluable, as this is especially the 
kind of material that is increasingly 
needed as we approach the election 
01 the Latin-American National Spir
itual Assemblies in 1951. 

-INrm-AMElnCA COMMITI'EE 

Temple Stamps 
There is now ready for dis

tribution another printing of the 
beautifnl Baha'i House of Wor
ship stamps. The use of the 
stamps is an excellent way to 
publicize the Cause, and should 
be used by all Assemblies, 
Groups, Committees and Be
lievers on their correspondence. 
Cash with order, please. 

5 sheets, 125 stamps 
10 sheets, 250 stamps 
50 sheets, 1250 stamps 

$1.00 
2.00 
9.50 

Harry E. Walrath, Chairman, 
Baha'i Sales Committee, 4639 
Beacon Street, Chicago 40, IDi~ 
nois. 

MarriatJee 
West Chester, Penn. Mrs. Marian Lee 

and Mr. Frank A. Snyder, Nov. 11. 1&&8. 
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Some Thoughts on GiviBg 
By Rti/.liyyih Khamim 

(Continued from l(}.St month) 

There is room for all kinds of 
people in this Faith, and all kinds 
of minds must be dealt with and 
stimulated. It seems to me that each 
believer's particular impediment to 
giving should have a particular 
approach to remove it. As no one 
is allowed to go up to another Baha'i 
and say, ('where is your contribu-

. tion?" there must be an approach, 
general in nature, but suited to all 
types. The executives of the work 
of the Cause, local and national, 
must put a way before the believers. 
Some do not need any help, but 
others do, and would welcome it. 

There are always going to be a 
number of categories of Baha'i 
givers: the senSible, conscientious. 
business-like souls who give regu
larly, and who are the backbone 
of the Fund; those who, God bless 
them, have the means, and with the 
means, the wisdom and generosity 
to give this world's goods where it 
will do the most good. They are the 
ones who are really saving the situa
tion a great deal of the time. They 
have gotten us (I say H US", for we 
are all one in this Cause) through 
many a ~ crisis; those who, their 
hearts being wholly bound up in our 
work of redemption give bequests 
to the Faith; those who should give, 
and want to give, but never quite 
pin themselves down to; those who 
feel their contribution is too small to 
be worthy of giving. These la tier 
should by all means· give this blessed 
tokeo 01 sacrifice and unity, even if 
it is only five cents a week. 

During the great drive to build 
the structure of the Temple (not 
the exterior ornamentation) we in 
Montreal tried to find ways of giving 
more. One thing we did was to have 
a weekly Temple dinner. It worked 
something like this: at a 19 Day 
Feast one of the friends would offer 
to hold the next dinner, then those 
who planned to attend told the future 
hostess they would come. She cooked 
a simple dish, like macaroni, or rice 
with minced meat, or stew, and that 
was all the food there was, plentifu1, 
but just one dish. Then she figured 
out how much it cost, divided it by 
those present, and each one paid 

his share and added the difference 
in price between this simple meal 
and what he would ordinarily have 
spent - and usually a little more 
to boot. The sums gathered were 
never very large, but some of my 
happiest Baha'.1 associations were 
those "Temple" dinners, when we 
were all united in our desire to .give, 
and all so happy together! 

If there were only a few hundred 
believers in America such humble 
efforts as Temple Dinners would not 
go very far towards accomplishing 
anything. But when we re alize there 
are now thousands of American 
Baha'is, a weekly Temple Dinner, 
no matter how small the community 
that held it, would produce a modest 
but respectable flow of funds to the 
National Treasury, and, what is 
more, would add something above 
and beyond the normal contributions 
being made, because it comes out of 
one's food, which must be eaten in 
any case, and it would thus be not 
a-sacrifice but an economy. Besides, 
the comradeship developed, the 
sense of common striving to achieve 
the beloved goal is an experience 
not to be missed. There should, how
ever, be nothing obligatory about 
such dinners. Those who attend 
sbould do so because they like the 
idea, and wish to. 

We are all travelling down the 
road of Jile. Some of us are far, 
far more advanced than others. But 
all of us, if we are true Baha'is, must 
be making progress, slowly or 
quickly, according to our efforts. 
To be in the world but not of it, to be 
grateful when we have and patient 
when we have not, to take the good 
things of this earth if they come to 
us, but not to attach our hearts to 
them. This is the Baha'i standard. 
Of course the pinnacle of perception 
is to realize that this world is a 
handful of dust, a snare and a delu
sion, a dream that passes and leaves 
us in the presence of eternal real
ities. But not many souls seem to 
progress to this great inner height 
while still in this world, least of 
all when they are young. And yet 
this is the true vision, if we see with. 
the eye of the spirit. This is what 

the mystical teachings of every Faith 
our own included, are about: that 
only the eternal, spiritual life and 
its values are real, that this life is 
a lesson, a proving ground, but no 
goal in itself, and at best fleeting 
and filled Vlith trial and sorrow, 
mixed, in large proportion with its 
joys. But even if we have not yet 
attained to this highest state of con
sciousness, this does not mean that 
we are exonerated, whatever our 
level of development may be, from 
striving to be better. In this struggle 
should also come a struggle to really 
carry, be it ever so small, our por
tion of the financial burden of the 
Faith we love and serve. 

One of the things that often strikes 
me as being Short-sighted and pecul
iar, is how little thought the human 
race gives to death. To be alive 
means one will die, and yet we so 
seldom let our eyes rest on that 
door called "death'\ which we must 
all pass through one day, when, we 
010 not know. To a Baha'i death 
means you, and your consciousness 
of being you, pass beyond that door. 
The body, all its ways, surround
ings, and habits (and thank heaven, 
all its tiresomenesses!) stays behind. 
The real you goes into the next room, 
so to speak. 'Abdul'I-Bah" aSSures us 
that in that other room, that other 
world, that new life, we are conscious 
01 ourselves and of those we loved 
and knew. We will be with them 
again. He also said those who have 
died are aware of this world and 
what goes on itt it. This means you 
can look back and see what is going 
on in the life you formerly shared in 
on this planet, and, of course, you 
can think. What I am afraid of is 
not so much having to look back 
on the mistakes I made (that will 
be bad enough) but on the things 
I left undone. That, to me is the 
threat of a very real form of suffer
ing. Long before we leave this world 
we look back over the years and re
gret wasted opportunities. How awflil. 
it must be, in a higher clearer state 
of consciousness, to look back and 
see the many achievements that lay 
ready to our hand, but which, through 
selfishness, or obstinacy, or laziness, 
or frivolity, we failed to carry out! 
And I think one poignant regret could 
easily he, seeing life in this material 
world as a panorama spread out be
fore us, that we did not help the work 
of the Cause more, in a thousand 
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ways, including that of giving it 
greater financial support. 

I have been wondering now, off and 
on, for over 20 years how two Baha'is 
I knew, a man and wife, with no 
Jil'"mg issue, but possessed of consid
erable wealth, feel about the fact 
that they did not leave the Cause 
a penny, but willed all their money 
to already well-to-do relatives? Of 
course, I fully realize this is none 
of my business! But I cannot help 
wondering what went on in their 
minds when they looked back, I hope 
calmly, on this world, and saw more 
clearly than they ever could in this 
life what the Cause means, how 
vastly it has grown smce they de
parted, and how much good every 
Baha'i dollar does. I feel they cannot 
help wishing they had another 
chance. 

We all know Baha'u'llilh! has left 
people free to make their, wills, has 
enjoined on them the ~ecessity of 
doing so and has, in the! Aqdas, pro· 
vided an automatic arYld elaborate 
will for those who die 'intestate. No 
one should ever infrin'ge on the sa
cred. freedom of the~' individual, in 
regard to this rna tt.rer, as protected 
by the Manlfesta~ion of God Him
self. All I am. 'trying to point out 
is that Bahio"is should be mature in 
their thinking and in their actions, 
and not just slide along carelessly 
and irresponsibly through life. They 
should decide if they want to give 
tn the Cause, and then carry their 
decisions out, fully aware that they 
are free, but exercising their free
dom, in whatever way they wish. 
,uter careful analysis. 

There are many wonderful and 
profound teachings in our Faith. One 
of them which is particularly 
marvelous, but too often overlooked, 
is that through prayer we can 
change. Of course the desire and the 
will to change must also be there, 
just mouthing words is not sufficient. 
But we are assured that if we 
sincerely ask to be changed, we can 
be changed. Through prayer We can 
modify and even revolutionize our 
characters, and most of the world's 
troubles today are due to the bad 
characters inhabiting it. We Should 
take hold of this strong rope of 
prayer and haul ourselves up higher. 
All of us have good qualities, all of 
us some bad. There are all kinds 
of combinations: generous back
biters, virtuous misers, good-doers 

who are immoral, chaste upright 
souls who. are. uncharitable and intol
erant. We must look into ourselves 
and be wise h'ld honest enough to 
see what is our failure, our weak
po;"t, and then ardently pray to 
God to replace it with its opposite 
virtue. This means' jf we know (or 
suspect!) We are mean, we must 
pray and strive to be noble, if we 
are unchaste, to become chaste, 
if we are in tolerant, to become tol
erant, if we are stingy, to become 
generous, and so on. 

We see therefore that we can 
actually, through prayer, give more 
to the Cause. We can not only pray 
for greater means in order to support 
it more liberally, we can pray to 
have the things in us, in our cha r ac
ters, which hinder us from giving
be they fear of the future, worry, 

9 

greed, selfislmess, or self-indulgence 
----:transmuted into their opposite quaU· 
ties-trust in God, reliance on Him, 
generosity, unselfishness, self sacri
fice. 

The Cause needs financial help. 
Vie have no excuse for not giving 
it; however small the amount, the 
duty and privilege of giving lies 
squarely on every Baha'i's shoulders 
I repeat, however small the amount. 
For it is not so much wealth we 
must think of when considering the 
question af giving, but Wlity. This is 
our Cause, this is the ocean that has 
bathed us with its healing waters. 
Back in to that ocean should go Some 
token, however infinitesimal, of our 
love, some tangible thing that will 
enable it to spread out further, and 
reach other souls, and quicken them 
'With its waters of eternal life as it 
has quickened us. 

The Attitude of Baha'is Toward 
Non-Baha'i Relatives 

(By Mrs. Mamie Seto at the request of the NSA) 

When a person becomes a mem
ber of the Baha'i Faith, that person 
has not only embraced a new re
ligion, he has also become a party 
;y, the Covenant of God. (Outline of 
~ovenant, Page 21.) Since this Cove
·nant is made with the Manifestation 
of God, it transcends the obligation 
of human relationships, yet enables 
human relationships to be main
tained on a truly enduring basis. In 
upholding the obllgations of the 
Baha'i Faith, there is no danger of 
estrangement from loved ones. The 
purpose of the Covenant is unity. 
Firmness in the Covenant will ce
ment the marriage bond, unite fam
ilies, and draw together all factions, 
groups and classes. 

The believer in his efforts to carry 
out his Baha 'f responsibilities will 
encounter difficulties, obstacles and 
oppasitio~ on all sides, and fre
quently, many of these troubles will 
arise from those nearest to him. 

This opposition is to be expected, 
for trouble is inherent in this earthly 
existence, and no one is exempt 
therefrom. Since God has given man 
free will, this necessitates choice, 
and choice implies at least two 
things from which to select. Man 
must constantly choose the thing he 
is to do; likewise, he must choose 
the path to God. 

"Know ye," wrote Bah3'u'llah, 

Hthat trials and -tribulations have, 
from time immemorial, been the lot 
of the chosen ones of God and His Be
loved .... 'CSuch is God's method 
carried into effect of old, and such 
will it remain in the future. Blessed 
are the steadfastly enduring, they 
that are patient under ills and hard
ship, who lament not over anything 
that befalleth them, and who tread 
the path of resignation." (Gleanings, 
page 129). 

When the married partner is not 
a Baha'i, it would not be surprising 
if the believer met opposition from 
this source, and would face difficulty 
in fulfilllng his Baha'i duties. One 
way to safeguard Baha'i rights is 
to have a complete understanding 
with such married partner, or other 
non-Baha'i relatives regarding this 
matter. In this way the believer can 
protect his Covenant with God. In 
this sacred matter, hesitancy or tim-. 
idity should not deter the believer 
from asking for the necessary tUne 
to fulfill his spiritual obligations. 
Time should be provided for meet
ings, the 19-Day feasts, Holy Days 
and anniversaries. The 19-day fast 
should be explained. In this respect 
the believer is not asking for more 
than he would require as an active 
member of any religious body.' In 
both cases, time, effort and fina..nces 
are necessary. 
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UBe fair to yourselves and others," 
enjoins Baha'u'llclh, "that the evi~ 
dences of justice may be revealed 
through your deeds among our faith
fu] servants."-(Gleanings~ page 278.). 

Through an understanding with the 
non~Bahati relatives regarding the 
time necessary to carry out Hahi'! 
obligations, the danger of inharmony 
in the home is avoided. 

Devotion to the Bah';" i Faith shoold 
not, on the other hand, cause neg
lect in the believer's secular respon
sibilities. Rather it should aid the 
believer to become a better wife, 
husband, parent and home-maker. 
'Abdu'l-Baha advised a seeker on one 
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occasion as "follows, BBe faithful in 
your care of those to whom God 
has trusted you: never waver in 
this." 

Regarding the matter of donations 
to the Baha'i Fund, where a believer 
is married to a non-Bahil,'!: this 
should create no problem, if mar
riage is t:r;-eated as a partnership. 
In partnerships things are shared
duties, responsibilities and finances. 
One way to handle the rna Iter would 
be to share equally what remains 
in the family income after all ex· 
penses are met. One of the privileges 
enjoyed by all who receive a salary, 
or an allowance is freedom in the 

£RN~ FIIIIDIOHT TITTL.£ 

~MT~o.tUIlltCH 

~,ILu_ 

March 19. 1948 

Mr. Horace HolloT 
53& SbeTldan Road 

Wilmette. Illinoi. 

I a •• arue.tIT hopl~ that hotel re.ervationo 

in Eftnoton can be • .cared for locro de1oc"te. and 

d.lton to the &DI1\1Bl con .... ntion. of the National 

SpIrItual A •• embIT of tho !aha'l. of the UnIted 

Stat •• and Canada. It 1. hl&h ti •• that we Americana 

demonstrate to the world that a free 80ciety can 

a •• uro to all 1 h I118l1bera enualltr of opportunltT and 

J v.et and COLl;l'teouB trea tllent. 

Sincerely 7our., 

--=~--

Photosiat of letter giving evidence of support lent to the effort 10 secure equal ae-
cmntnOdatkta for all races attending the Bah.a/i Conventions. by ihe late and prom. 
iDem Dr. Ernest; F. Tittle of ibe Fir!loi Methodist Church. Evanston, JU. A. release of 

this leUer was also placed in Wilmette aud EvaDSton pa.pers. 

use of the money received. The re
Cipient is then free to spend, save 
or donate his money as he sees fit. 
Also the believer could sacrifice on 
personal things, and donate the 
money saved to the Ftmd. 

In the vital matter of the religious 
tr aining of the children of a mixed
religious marriage, this should be 
carefully decided upon by the par
ents. If the decision is to give the 
children a Baha'i education, no prob.
lem exists for the believer. If, re
gretfully, the religious training of 
the children is to be non-Baha'i, the 
believer can still wield a spiritual 
influence, by setting the example of 
the Baha'i way of life. This way of 
life enjoins turning the children to 
God, instilling the practice of pray
er, teaching good morals, obedience 
and cooperation in the children's du
ties and activities. Such teachings 
can confliq with no religious beliefs. 

What shOl).ld be the believer's atti
tude toward. the non-Baha'i partner's 
or relative'~ religion? The attitude 
here should ~e one of respect and 
reverence, arid at the same time, 
firmness and deyotion toward one's 
own belief. A syni',pathetic interest in 
the religious belids.. atfairs and 
problems of the non·Baba'i relatives 
by Baha'is, in turn should awaken 
a desire on the part of the relatives 
to learn something of the Baha'i 
Faith. Interest in the near one1s re
ligion should reveal points of simi
larity and create a close bond, while 
interest in their affairs and prob
lems should draw the non·Baha'i reI· 
atives even nearer to the believer 
and strengthen the bond of love, 
thereby making them more re
ceptive to the Faith. 

The foremost concern of the be
liever with close non-Baha'i relatives 
should be to win them over to the 
Baha'i Faith. With such a victory, 
the problems of a divided house van
ish; such situations offer precious 
opportunities for teaching the Faith. 
In this endeavor, victory through the 
power of Baha'u'I18.h is assured us 
in these words: 
"By the righteousness of God, should 
a man all alone arise in the name 
of Baha, and put on the armor of 
His love, him will the Almighty 
cause to be victorious, though the 
forces of earth and heaven be ar· 
raigned against him." (W.O.B. page 
106) 
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Financial report . .. 

WHERE WE ARE 
A $23,149.17 deficit in the General 

Fund (to Nov. 30, 1949). 
$243,844.00' short on the Temple 

goal. 

What about Europe? 
What about Latin America? 
What about Consolidation? 

Even with all the resolves and spe
cial contributions, we are not where 
we need to be! 

These with the Temple were objec
tives set by the Guardian. Failure 
anywhere betrays the confidence which 
the Guardian holds in the American 
believers. 

More resolves! 
Increased amounts for 1950! 
Immediate payment of present re-

solves if you can! 

'Unpaid resolves ............. $196,854 
If we hold the line, there must be a 

40% increase in contributions to the 
General Fund coming from all believers 
and assemblies. 

Additional resolves and 
sacrifice needed ........... 46,990 

Total Temple need ........... $243,844 

1950 - Baha'i Year 106-7 - Must Be Our Year of Heroic, 

Vnprecedented and Sustained Sacrifice!! 

GREAT BRITAIN 
(FTom "Teach.ing News BuUetin~') 
Relyillg upon God and continually 

praying for His confirmations, the 
British believers report that devo
tional programs are most successful 
and best attended. In Liverpool, six 
contacts bought prayer books after 
one such meeting and requested that 
all meetings include prayers. In N ot
tingham the devotional program has 
been adopted as a regular part of 
their activities, and in Northhamp
ton, the LSA has inserted the en
tire UPrayer for All Nations" in the 
local newspaper. 

Strivillg to complete their six-year 
plan by 1950, the British believers 
are working with self-abnegation and 
determmation. With the help of a 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Glaswegian Baha'i, Mrs. McKech
nie, Ada Williams of Manchester is 
working constantly against the odds 
of conservatism and religious ortho
doxy among the people of Clyde-side. 
She has succeeded, however, in stim
ulating the mlerest of a large group 
of contacts who are already attend
ing the six-week intensive teaching 
course. Every morning Miss Wil
liams arises at 4:50 a.m. and travels 
46 miles to her work in Glasgow. 
To save precious time, she eats a 
meagre cafe supper each evening 
and immediately sets out for the 
study course meeting, or visits in
terested. friends. It is often nearly 
midnight before she arrives hornet 
where her bed is two chairs pushed 
together in a friend's sitting room. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN, AND BURMA 

(from Baha', News Letter) 

Four new assemblies were formed 
last year as part of the goals of the 
teaching Plan of the believers m 
these countries. 

In Sialkot a pamphlet was issued 
by a local Muslim "who, incensed 
at the recent activities of the Baha'is 
and the establishment of an as
sembly, has secured a 'fatwa t from 
the local divIDes to the effect that 

(a) Intermarriages with Baha'is 
are forbidden. 

(b) Participation in any of their 
functions, whether festive or other ... 
wise, is illegal. 

(c) To greet them or shake hands 
with them is illegal. 
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(d) To eat the flesh of an animal 
slaughtered by them is forbidden." 

The Guardian approved suspend
ing the Summer Schools in India in 
order to concentrate on the Plan 
goals. 

With the arrival of Dr. M. E. Luk
ami at Ceylon and Mr. J. Sabit at 
Siam, on May 12 and 20 respectively, 
settlement began in two of the three 
goal countries assigned the Indian 
believers. Only Indonesia remains 
for settlement. 

For the third time within the past 
four years, Mr. Izzadyar has re
sponded to the need for pioneers and 
at the request of the N.S.A. has this 
time moved to Madras. 

From Srinagar came the report 
that two or three articles on the 
Faith have been published in the an
nual number of the Amar Singh De
gree College Magazine. The Srinagar 
community also reported the grant 
of a plot of land for their Gulistan 
cemetery. 

Our Privilege 
"To be privileged to render, in His 

stead, on so colossal a scale, at such 
a challenging hour, and in the serv· 
ice of so sublime a Plan, so great 
and enduring a service, is a bounty 
which we can never adequately ap
praise. We stand too close to the 
noble edifice our hands are rearing, 
the din and tumult into which a 
war·devastated world is now plung· 
ing are too distracting, our own 
share in the furtherance of those 
global aims, tasks and problems that 
are increasingly absorbing the at
tention of mankind and its leaders is 
as yet too circumscribed, for us to 
be in a position to evaluate the con
tribution which we, as the executors 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Mandate, as the 
champion-builders of Baha'u'J.Iah' s 
Order r as the torch-bearers of a civ
ilization of which that Order is the 
mainspring and precursor p are now 
being led, through the inscrutable 
dispensations of an almighty Provi
dence, to make to the world triumph 
of our Faith, as well as to the ultim
ate redemption of all mankind. n 

-5BOGm EFFEN1Il 
Messages to America, p. 102 
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Directory Additious 
and Changes 

Local SplrituaI Assembly Secretaries: 
EL MONTE TWP. CALIF. 

Mrs. Joyce Sparks 
1860 S. Rosemead BlVd. 
EI Monte, Calif. 

WORCESTER, MASS. 
Miss Fanny M. Holmes 
103 Webster St. 

CHAMPAIGN. ILL. 
Mrs. Dorothy Underwood 
920 W. Columbia 

MARYSVILLE, WASH. 
Mrs. Lorrol O. Jackson 
1616 6th St. 

INDEPENDENCE, MO. 
Mrs. Opal H. Winans 
120 E. Elm St. 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 
Mrs. Verna Inglis 
1137 11th Ave., So. 

KANSAS CITY, MO. 
Mrs. Idabel Kent 
2245 Poplar Ave. 

SANTA BARBARA, CALIF. 
Mrs. Berdette Matteson 
490 Paseo del Descanso 

SAN BERNARDINO, CALIF. 
Mrs. Ailene V. Fletcher 
479 16th St. 

Regional Tea.ch:lng Committees: 
ALASKA 

Mrs. Dorothy Anne Frey, Sec'y. 
Box 992 
Mountain View, Alaska 

KAN .. MO .. NEBR. 
Mrs. Opal Winans, Sec·y. 
12V E. Elm st. 
Independence, Mo. 

NEW JERSEY 
·Mrs. Amy Dwelly, Sec'y. 
119 Passaic 
Hackensack, N . .1. 

COLO., WYO. 
Mrs. Kay Zinky, Sec'y. 
230 Alsace Way 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 
-Mrs. J oseophine Johansen, Chairman 

Bah' ~i Addresses 

National Office: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Dlinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Dlinois. 

Make Checks Payable w: 
National BaW.'1 Ftmd 

Bah~'f Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, 
TIlinois. 

Make check:s for books aDd pamph
lets ·payable to: 

Balui.'j PublishiDg CGmmlHee 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 
Lansing, Mich. 

BaM 'j N em; is pubUshed by the 
National Spirilual Assembly of the 
Bau'is of the United States as the 
official news-letter of the Bah:i~i 

CommUDity • 

Edited fOT the National SpiritaaJ. 
Assembly by Baha'i News Editor
ial Committee: Mrs. Roberta 
Christian, chairm&ll, Mr. Richanl 
Nolen, Mr. Gordon A. Fraser, 
Editorial omce: Mrs. Roberta 
Chrislia.n, 1801 West Genesee SI., 
Lansingt Mich. 

Please report chan~s of address 
and other matters pertaining to 
distribution to the Baha'i Natiooal 
Oft'ice. 536 Sheridan Road. Wil
mette. Dllnois. 

CONTENTS 

Guardian 
Fanny Knobloch's Passing 

"Our Privilege" .... 

Addresses .. 

1 

12 
12 

Around the Baha'i World 

Attitude of Baha'is Toward 

. .. 5 

Non-Baha'i Relatives 

::a1endar ... 

Child Education Comm. 

Directory .... 

Fund 
Assemblies Contributing 

Score to Date .. 

Where We Are 

Home Front ... 

Italian New ETa. 

La tin America 

Marriages 

M~moriam 

Pictures 
Bogota, Columbia 

Ciudad Trujillo 

Havana, Cuba . 

Philippines 

Santa Monica, Calif. 

Programmers' Corner .... 

Publishing Announcements 

..... 9 

9 

4 

12 

3 

3 

11 

4 

5 

6 

7 

3 

Baha'i WOTld, Vol. X ........... . 

6 

6 

7 

7 

5 

2 

2 
1 

Public Relations .. 5 

Rubiyyih Khamim, "Some Thoughts 
on Giving" .... 8 

State Conventions 1 

Temple 
Guiding .... 

Progress Report 

Stamps .............. . 

.. .......... 2 

......... 1 

......... 7 



, ~ 

BAHA'I 
NO. 223 FEBR U AR Y, 1950 

First Rose Baveno colQ1nD5 erected on the east side of the Shrine. 

" A V" . Th' H " . . . ISlon In err earts... 
This is anotheT Teport from Mr. 

Weeden of Haifa, about the progress 
of the Shrine of the Bab. 

"Our beloved Guardian has asked 
that a third report be made to the 
friends on the progress of the work 
at the Shrine of the Bab on Mount 
Carmel. A goodly amoun I of pro
gress has taken place since the last 
report, in fact, the arcade has been 
over half completed, but not without 
difficulties. 

The continued drought In Italy still 
delayed slone shipments, as men· 
tioned in the last report. This made 
the planning of construction progress 
difficult. Plans would be made for 

the arrival of a shipment and then 
it would be delayed. This was an
noylng but when a lighler load of 
.sixty~ne cases of stone sank in the 
harbor one stormy night we felt we 
had a real burden on our shoulders. 
However, like ali burdens and tests 
we found it not as severe as we 
thought and that it did add to our 
experience. It was not long before 
a diver had salvaged the cases from 
the bottom of the harbor and not a 
stone had been damaged. We had a 
further experience of a like nature 
when a case was dropped into the 
water when it slipped from the sling 
while unloading. We also had the 
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Shrine Progress 
"Announce (to the) friends (thai) 

six hundred tons (of) stones destined 
(for the) Arcade (of the) Bab's 
Shrine, received (in) successive 
shipments (to the) Holy Land, (have 
been) safely transported (to) its pre
cincts despite repeated accidents -
(the) sinking (of a) lighter (In the) 
harbor (and) outbreak (of) fire (in 
the) hold (of the) ship. (An) addi· 
tional two hundred tons (of) mate
rial including carved marble mosaic 
(have been) ordered through recent 
contract for erection (of) parapet 
designed (to) crown (the) columns 
(and) arches (of the) Arcade. North 
and east sides (of) structure with 
three corners virtually completed. 
Construction (of) cornice (and) roof, 
last stage (In) erection (of the) 
Arcade, (will) soon be undertaken. 
Majesty (and) beauty (of Ibe) colon
nade enveloplng (the) central Holy 
Edifice built (by) 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
hands steadily unfolding, presaging 
revelation (of the) full glory (of the) 
completed Sepulchre manifesting 
(the) plenitude (of the) splendor (of) 
the constructed. dome." 

Feasts: 

(signed) SBIlGM 
Received Nov. 13, 1949 

Calendar 

Feb. 7-Mulk-Dominion 

NSA Meeting: 
Feb. 17, 18, 19. 

experience of a ship catchlng afire 
while she was unloading, and it was 
necessary to flood her to put out the 
fire. We were very worried about 
this as can be imagined, but we 
fotmd that not a single one of our 
precious cases had been harmed in 
the slightest. With the vicissitudes 
many of our shipments have passed 
though it is miraculous that no dam
age was done to a single stone which 
would have called for a long delay 
In the work while it was belng recut. 
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Two cohmms and a pilaster with capitals. 

Five of the arches on the east of the Shrine. 

While these difficulties were heart· 
rending, still the work on the arcade 
went steadily on. The three magnifi
cent curved corners took on more 

height and grandeur. Twelve of the 
huge Rose Baveno granite columns 
were set upon their bases, each with 
its beautifully carved Chiampo gran-

ite capital. A momentous occasion 
truly! Then followed the placing of 
the finely cut graceful arches. seven 
on the east side and seven on the 
north. This led to the building up of 
the walls to the height of the archi
trave, including the star panels and 
half star panels, those gems which 
relieve the austerity of the walls and 
balance the fine, ornate, curved cor
ners. With the completion to the 
architrave of the beautiful corners 
at the southeast, northeast and 
northwest and the walls to the east 
and north, the summer came to a 
close and plans for the winter work 
were made. 

One of the first steps in this work 
is already nearing completion, the 
excavation of the mountain on the 
west and south sides of the Shrine. 
This has meant the removal of many, 
many hundreds of cubic yards of 
rock and earth and the building of a 
retaining wall which on the south 
side will reach a height of nearly ten 
meters. The earth and rock exca
vated will be used to extend the ter
race upon which the Shrine stands, 
to the east or the right as you stand 
facing the sea and the city of Acre. 

As soon as the wall is completed, 
work will start on the southwest 
curved comer, the setting of its two 
great pilasters and the placing of the 
twelve rem~ining columns with their 
capitals. Then the arches and the 
wall stones of the west and south 
sides. As this work progresses the 
concrete ceilings will be poured, and 
the stones of the architrave and cor
nices set in place. Then will come 
the momentous setting up of the 
parapet, which is to be such a fit
ting crown for this splendid and glo· 
rious arcade the labors of our beloved 
Guardian is bringing into being 
about our holY Shrine of the Bab on 
Mount Carmel. 

In mid-summer, in anticipation of 
this last momentous part of the 
work, our Guardian instructed Dr. 
Ugo R. Giachery, as his representa
tive in ItalY, to negotiate a fourth 
contract with Guido M. Fabbricotti, 
Successori, of Carrara, Italy, for the 
fabrication of this intricate stone 
work. On September 7, 1949, the con ... 
tract was signed and calls for close 
to two hundred tons of fine carving 
and delicate mosaic work. Mr. W. S. 
Maxwell has created a masterpiece 
of beauty and design. There will be 
thirty-two Chiampo stone posts with 
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carved caps. There will be twen
ty-seven large panels carved in low 
relief with a background of varie
gated blue-green opaque glass mo
saic. These panels will be in single 
slabs and weigh nearly a ton each. 
There will be a special central panel 
for the front fa~ade of the arcade, 
with a large star with radiating gold 
rays, and there will be the Greatest 
Name done in metal and gilded su
perimposed upon the green marble 
star. This panel will be complete 
with the intricately designed 'B's' to 
the right and the left of the circle 
of green marble enclosing the star 
and the golden rays. The 'B's' will 
be in low relief and the background 
mosaic. The four curved corners 
will have beautifully designed orna
mentation in which there will be a 
large oval of green marble and again 
the Greatest Name will be superim
posed upon each oval. This is a very 
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inadequate description, and while the Northeast carved comeI' showing a.rches OD &he easC; side and colamns on the DOrib 
lack of space might be pled, the real side 01 Shrine. 
need is the abilities of a poet or a 
great artist to picture what is now 
being created in Italy. 

The expreSSions of admiration 
made by the many many visitors to 
our beautiful Baha'i Gardens on the 
work already done on the arcade, 
when they get a partial view of it 
from the unrestricted part of the 
Gardens, are heartwarming, and one 
wonders to what length they will go 
when the arcade is finished and open 
to the public. What will they feel 
and think when they see the delicate 
rose of the tall columns, the light 
Cl"eam of the impressive and strong 
corners and walls and last, but not 
least, the crown of glory t the para
pet, with its green panels (the green 
emblematic of the Bab'. lineage) 
and the gold of the Greatest Names 
and the rays to add the final touch 
of color and balance to it all? To 
this beautiful harmony of color will 
be added the superb carving, so ex
quisite in design, and the proportions 
which convey such a feeling of 
strength and ageless endurance. Do 
you doubt but what it will leave a 
vision in their hearts that will last 
throughout a lifetime? 

Please do not ask what it will mean 
to a Baha'i making a pilgrimage to 
this holy spot. My prayer is that you 
all may have this privilege and 
bounty, God willing." 

Faithfully 
(signed) BEN" D. W__ Norihe&st Curved __ completed 10 archlln.ve a1l4 a smallseclloD or __ wall. 
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Messages from the Guardian 
(From a letter,fro.m Shoghi Effendi, 
through his secreta1'Y, to Nina Mat
thisen, dated October 28, 1949) 

"Regarding your various ques
tions: We must avoid giving the im
pression of being all tied up with 
peculiar religious theories; on the 
other hand, the 9 sides of the Tem
ple, and the 9-poin ted star require 
an explanation, and he feels the best 
one is this: 

,jNine is the highest digit, hence 
symbolizes comprehensiveness, cuI· 
mination; also, the reason it is used 
in the Temple's form is because 9 
has the exact numerical value of 
"Baha" (in the numerology con
nected with the Arabic alphabet) 
and uBahaH is the name of the Re
vealer of our Faith, Bahatu'llah. The 
9-pointed star is not a part of the 
teachings of our Faith, but only used 
as an emblem representing "9". In 
telling people of the 9 religions of 
the world, that is, existing religions, 
we should not give this as the reason 
the Temple has 9 sides. This may 
have been an idea of the architect, 
and a very pleasing idea. which can 
be mentioned in passing" but _. the _ 
Temple has 9 sides because of the 
association of 9 with perfection, 
unity and "Baha." 

"The Guardian feels that with in
tellectuals and students of religion 
the question of exactly which are the 
9 existing religions is controversiill, 
and it would be better to avoid it. 
Re does not want the friends to be 
rigid in these matters, but use their 
judgment and tact, sometimes one 
statement is exactly the right thing 
for one type of mind and the wrong 
thing for another. 

"Strictly speaking the S-pointed 
star is the symbol of our Faith, as 
used by the Bab and explained by 
Him. But the Guardian does not feel 
it is wise or necessary to compti· 
cate our explanations of the Temple 
by adding this. 

"Shoghi Effendi himself uses the 
King .James version of the Bible, 
both because it is an authoritative 
one and in beautiful English. 

"The statement in 'Seven Days of 
Creation' certainly cannot be can· 
sidered authoritative or correct. 
The Ark and the Flood we believe 
are symbolical. 

uHe feels that it- is. not necessary 

to present, prematurely, to every 
new Baha'i the teachings regarding 
the use of the Greatest Name. Some 
souls need and are ready for this: 
others are not. Judgment must be 
used in such matters. It is more 
essential to stress the importance of 
prayer and to urge the use of one of 
the obligatory prayers. n 

"Return of the Qualities" 
Recently Miss Honor Kempton 

wrote to the Guardian as follows: 
"During the Conference, while 
watching this gathering, I was sud· 
denly reminded of the words 'the re
turn of the qualities.' Does this mean 
that the return of the qualities? such 
as those possessed by the early dis
ciples of Jesus Christ, or of any of 
the Manifestations of God. are still 
returning and become evident in 
certain people, or does this happen 
only when the J\'lanifestation is on 
the earth '? .. Also, another ques
tion ... 'What happens to the atoms 
of the Manifestation of God 7' " 

The Guardian's reply through his 
secretary (dated October 28, 1949) 
to Miss Kempton's questions, fol-
lows: . - -

"The reflection of the qualities of 
holy souls can take place at any 
time; it is not confined to the period 
when the Manifestation is on earth. 

,urhe atoms of the Prophets are 
just atoms, like all others, but the 
association of this great spiritual 
power with them leaves in the place 
they are laid to rest a spiritual at
mosphere, if one can u'se this ex
pression. They are, no doubt, en· 
dowed with a tremendous spiritual 
influence and far reaching power. 
But the physical character of their 
atoms are not different from other 
!Jeople's, any more than their bodies 
and physical functions are differ· 
ent." 

? • 
Where is "the Village of 

'Abdu'I·Baha?" 

See BaM', World 
Vol. II, p. 141 

Grave of Thornton Chase 
The following statement was made 

by the Guardian through his secre
tary in a letter to Mr. Willard P. 
Hatch dated October 23, 1949: 

"It is not important whether 
Thornton Chase's resting-place is 
referred to as his grave or his 
shrine. We should not be rigid in 
such matters. Likewise it is not im
portant whether the friends gather 
on the 30th or the 1st of the month.· 
The keeping of the anniversary is 
the important thing." 

*'Mr. Hatch explains that the "Star of the 
West" reports Thornton Chase as having died 
after sunt5et on September t30th. SO the ref· 
erence to the 30th and the 1st means the 30th 
of September or the 1st of October. 

Experiences with 'Abdu'I·Baha 
The following passage was written 

by the Guardian through his secre
tary in a letter to Mr. Willard P. 
Hatch dated October 23, 1949: 

"It is very important that the old 
Baha'is should accurately record 
their experiences with the Master, 
and events in the Cause's progress? 
for these things form data for future 
histories of the Cause. They have 
not, however, the authority of the 
revealed Word of the Tablets, 
etc ... " 
Baha'u'I1ah's Prayer in 
"Dispensation" 

The following was written by the 
Guardian, through his secretary, on 
February 8, 1949, to Mrs. Kathryn 
Frankland: 

"The names of those cited in 
Baha'u'llah's prayer in the Dispen
sation are quite correct as you gave 
them. (Abraham, Moses-, Joseph, 
John the Baptist, Christ, Muham· 
mad, Imam 1,Iusayn, the Bah' and 
Bahii'u'llah) 

"The Prophets 'regarded as one 
and the same person' include the 
lesser Prophets as well. and not 
merely those who bring a 'Book.' 
The station is different, but They 
are Prophets and Their nature thus 
different from that of ours. 

"In the prayer mentioned above 
Baha'u'llilh identifies Himself with 
Imam !:Iusayn. This does not make 
him a Prophet, but his position was 
very unique, and we know Baha
'u'lliili claims to be the 'return' of the 
Imam !:Iusayn. He, in other words, 
identifies His Spirit with these Holy 
Souls gone before, that does not, at 
course, make Him in any way their 
re--incarnation. Nor does it mean all 
of them were Prophets." 
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Correction of Guardian's Cable 
To European Conferenee 

On November 5 the Guardian 
through his secretary. sent the fo]~ 
lowing letter: 

"The Guardian wants me to call 
your a tten tion to an error in the 
published version (October Bahci:i 
News) of his cable to the European 
Conference. It should read as fol
lows: right hand column. beginning 
of the second paragraph: "Firmly 
knit (by the) sacred bonds (of a) 
spiritual fellowship more enduring, 
possessed of greater cohesive 
strength than any ties (of) kinship 
or race, (and) more potent (than) 
any social ideology or political al
liance; deriving constant sustenance 
from (the) Mand a Ie is sued (from 
the) Pen (of the) Author (of the) 
Dlvme Plan.; (and) assured (of the) 
overshadoWing protection vouch
safed by (the) Lord (of the) Cove· 
nant Himself presiding (over the) 
Plan's unfolding destiny, let them 
(on) this auspicious occasion, dedi~. 
cate themselves, through their as
sembled representatives, (to the) 
dual task (of) steadily consolidating 
thelr ~nfant strength (and) tirelessly 
dlflusmg (the) holy influences in· 
herent (in) their mission. until (a) 
~sion1es.s, slumbering, spiritually
lmpoverIshed continent (is) awak
ened through (the) saving grace (of) 
Baha'u'llahts Revelation and its 
peace (and) security unassailably 
established through (the) redemp. 
tive power released through (the) 
emergence of (the) institutions of 
(a) divinely appointed World Order." 

Ba.rul/i Addresses 
National Office: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette 
IUWnois. ' 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
lliinois. 

Make Checks Payable to: 
N a&iona.l Baha'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette 
lliinois. ' 

Make checks for books and pampb
lets payable tG: 

Bahi~i Publ.ish.ing Committee 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 
Lansing, Mich. 
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Fabrication of the tracery sections to be placed between the maiD colUJDDS is under 
way, and the general contractor has informed the Temple Trustees thaI: the place
men'L of t.bese sectioDS of the interior ornament&Uon at the Temple site probably 
will begin in February. Shown here is the installation of the steel support.s for tbe 
stone 'Lracer}". Installation of the hea.ting and ventilating systems has been pro-
ceeding along with the erection of the oma.menta.l mosaics~ and these mechan1caJ 

and engineering portions of the work are well along toward compJeti.on_ 

Architecture of the Temple Interior 
by Robert W. McLaughlin 

(This is the first of a series of 
articles by members of the Baha!i 
Technical Advisory Board on various 
phases of the Temple interior war k. 
The first, by Mr. McLaughlin, covers 
the general architectural features of 
the interior_ Subsequent articles by 
Mr. McDaniel and by Mr. Eardley 
will describe the materials being 
used, the structural work, and other 
subjects of interest)_ 

About thirty-five years have 
passed since Louis Bourgeois con
ceived and developed the design for 
the Temple in Wilmette. These thir
ty-five years have seen perhaps as 
rapid and violent a change in pre
vailing concepts of architecture as 
the world has ever known. In 1920 
and the years immediately preced
ing, American architecture was in 
the grip of rigid stylism, of painstak
ing archaeology_ In 1950 American 
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architecture has abandoned eclecti
cism and is committed to a whole
hearted expression of function and 
structure as the supreme objective. 

The Babit'i Temple typifies neither 
point of view. Had Bourgeois been 
content to swim along in the main 
stream of 1920 American architec
ture he would have clad his design 
in a medley of architectural styles. 
Instead he put away his books of 
archaeology and brought forth a 
flowing, dynamic type of ornamenta
tion that defies placing as to speci
fic source. Were we to follow the 
prevailing fashion of 1950 as we com
plete the interior we would simply 
leave exposed the concrete frame
work of the interior and probably do 
a lot of talking about the honesty, 
integrity and beauty of nakeC!, un
abashed structures - perhaps a lit
tle whitewash and a few accents of 
color and form and we would consi
der it complete. 

But an of us who are Baha'is dur
ing this thrilling period of complet
ing the most holy House of Worship, 
know that our Temple is something 
quite apart from any architectural 
fashion of the moment. -When our 
Temple is completed it will be a uni
fied, integrated entity, although de
signed and built in a period of 
swifUy moving change. The Guard
ian has directed that it be so, and 
of course that is the only way that a 
Baha'i Temple can be. 

When we enter one of the nine 
entrances to the Temple, sometime 
in the spring of 1951, we will find 
the old temporary wooden doors re
moved. and simple but fine alumi
num and glass substituted. The 
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wooden cross bars above are to be 
removed and two large pieces of 
clear glass installed in ea ch open
ing - there would be only one piece, 
except for the pressures. of high 
winds off -Lake Michigan. These 
large areas of glass will show, from 
the inside of the Temple the orna
ment on the back of some of the 
exterior columns and arches. 

The concrete piers in the bays 
have already been finished as round 
columns. A picture of these appeared 
in :the Baha'i News for December, 
1949. The design of these columns 
makes no attempt to copy heavy, 
masonry forms. They taper towards 
the bottom rather than towards the 
top as has been the case with mas
onry columns for milleniums past. 
In so doing they register as surface 
treatment and not as massive ma
sonry, for the load is carried by the 
concrete pier within. Vertkal joints, 
instead of being staggered in usual 
masonry fashion, are lined one 
above the other, further recognizing 
the surface qualities of the material. 
The marble base of the column will 
be recessed rather than projecting in 
the usual manner. We can see a]~ 

ready, at the 'l:emple,the lightness 
and grace, as well as the great dig~ 
nity of these columns. 

The ceiling of each bay consists 
of a pair of ogee curves meeting in 
a straight line at the top. A lighting 
trough carries around each bay be
tween columns, and silhouetted in 
front will be the nine inscriptions 
selected by the Guardian. Color can 
be applied to the ceilings, and there 
is space for draperies against the 
outside wall, between windows. 

Balli'; pioaie, __ Va .. Aupai, lH9 

In the main portion of the Temple 
there are. of course, the nine pairs 
of columns which rise to the spring
ing of the dome. These columns are 
even now being finished with square 
sections of the surface material, and 
between each pair of columns rises 
a brilliant panel of ornament, clear 
to the springing of the dome. Our 
architect, Alfred Shaw, has felt from 
the very start of his work that he 
wanted to recapture the scale and 
quality of the exterior ornament of 
the dome. That he has at last fully 
done so is clear to those who have 
watched his designs progress from 
sketches to detailed drawings, to 
clay models, plaster casts, and fin· 
ally to the executed panels. These 
nine great vertical panels of vibrant, 
flowing ornament eventually find 
their way into the detail of the dome. 

Between the nine panels and pairs 
of piers are first the main storey 
arches, then the gallery arches, and 
finally the smaller interlacing 
arches of the Iriforium gallery. At 
each of the main storey arches is a 
nine pointed star on which will be 
inscribed the Greatest Name. The 
Guardian has sent a detail of this 
inscription, which is to be followed 
exactly lest any Occideotal liberties 
with epigraphy offeod a practiced 
eye. 

The dome has been brillianUy de
signed with an interlacing of flow
ing ornament, culminating in the 
Greatest Name at the zenith. The 
interior dome, like the exterior 
treatment, will be pierced, to trans
mit light. 

To have watched the development 
of the interior design has been a 
thrilling experience. The complete 
willingness and desire of our distin
guished architect, Alfred Shaw, to 
merge his great creative powers into 
the background of the over-all con
cept of the Temple has been stirring 
and deeply and gratefully admired. 
The problem has been difficult tech
nically if only because of the abso
lute necessity of integrating what is 
being done in 1950 to form a harmon
ious entity with what was conceived 
before 1920. 

But in only a little more than a 
year from hOW, given the necessary 
flow of funds, the Temple interior 
will have been completed. And it is 
going to be very beautiful. 



From view of DIe building In Fra.DkfDrt~ 
being restored by tbe German National 
spiritual Assembly for use as national 

beadqaart.ers. 

Holy Year for All Mankind 
Beloved friends: 

On July 9, 1950 Baha'is throughout 
the world will observe the Centenary 
of the Martyrdom of the Bab. The 
Guardian has expressly called for 
national and local meetings in the 
United States, and the NSA will an
nounce its plans when all arrange
ments are approved. 

It is the meaning, not the observ
ance, of this Centenary which may 
well seize our hearts in these days 
when the Event i~ drawi1.!g mgh. 
The Day of July 9 has surpassing 
importance in the history of revealed 
religion, for on that date the world, 
save so few, repudiated and con ... 
demned Him who arose in the Name 
of all ancient Prophets to unveil the 
Word by which will com e the King
dom on earth. 

So may we recognize for ourselves 
that 1950 is a Holy Year, a year for 
pilgrimage in the realm of sacrifice, 
and worship before the Throne on 
which the will of God had its seat 
and His love its scepter. For what is 
holy except that which pertains to 
the Manifestation of God. 

HA Traveller's Narrative" re
lates the story. "The Dawn-Break
ersu

• relates the story. "God Passes 
By", relates the story. In the Baha'i 
sacred writings the Pen of Bahs
'u'llah illumines the Station and Mis
sion 01 the Bab; and the perfected 
vision of 'Abdu'l-Baha recreates the 
scene as it occurred. 

The year becomes holy as we 
make effort to attain worthiness to 
take part in this Anniversary, dem ... 
onstrating to the world that the Sun 
has risen because we are living by 
its light. 

-NATIDNAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

BAHA'i NEWS 

Gennan NSA Pian. 
New Headquarters 

The NSA of Germany has pur
chased a building in Frankfurt, half 
of which they are restoring for use 
a s their national headquarters. The 
newly purchased building is in a 
good residential neighborhood a few 
blocks from the center of the city. 
Baha)i youth were organized in to 
work teams by Martin Aiff to clear 
a way the rubble piled to a depth of 
twelve feet in the garden area be
hind the house. CARE packages pro
vided by the Bah8..'i International 
Fund at the Guardian's direction 
furnished food for these workers 
who, starting with a dawn prayer 
labored into the night with a spirit 
of joy and unity knowing no fatigue. 

United Nations Informed of 
the BaIui.'i Concept of Worship 

At the request of the United 
Nations Committee, a letter was 
addressed by Baha'i International 
Community to the Secretary-General 
of United Nations on November 9, 
1949 explaining the Baha 'j concept 
and method of community worship. 
The occasion was presented by the 
effort of United Nations to formulate 
an acceptable mode of worship for 
its future prayer building. The let
ter was acknowledged on Novem
ber 28. Excerpts from both letters 
follow. 

"The members at the Baha'i Inter
national Community have a particu
lar interest in the development by 
United Nations of a prayer building 
or center designed to promote the 
spiritual unity of its representatives 
and delegates. 

I'Since Otll" community has brought 
together in one religious fellowship 
a worldwide body of believers, the 
question of a common worship re
conciling the traditional views and 
practices of men and women in nine
ty-four countries, representing more 
than thirty races, and possessing 
backgrounds reflecting the influences 
of all revealed faiths, has been for 
Baha'is a matter of supreme and 
vital importance. 

"The fact that for such a varied 
and diverse body the problem of 
common worship has been complete
ly solved, and the uni versali ty of 
Baba'i prayer and" worship demon
strated for many years, should make 
the Baha'i practice interesting and 
significant to United Nations. 
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Baha'j youtb, clearing grounds of sHe of 
new Gennan Nationa.J Headquarters. 

.. Funda mentally, the Baha'is feel 
equal reverence for the fOWlders of 
all revealed religions. The Baha'i 
teachings recognize that all the Pro-
phets are one in spirit, that all reveal 
God to mankind as successive mani
festations of His will. Their revela
tion is continuous and progressive. 
On this foundation the Baha'is of 
East and West realize and accept the . 
unity of all religions. 

'iCongrega tional worship among 
the Baha'is consists of the reading of 
passages from all extant Holy 
Books, with no ritualistic device, no 
racial. denominational or national
istic discrimination. This worship 
fosters reverence for all the Pro
phets of the past, cultivates spiritual 
lUlity among participants, and em
phasizes the true aim of the religion 
01 God as the unity of the human 
race. 

"To demonstrate this new concept 
the American Baha'is are complet
ing their House of Worship on Lake 
Michigan, near Chicago, in the vil~ 
lage of Wilmette. Over each of its 
nine entrances is inscribed a text 
defining a particular approach to the 
spiritual reality common to man
kind. These texts are: (The nine 
texts were then quoted in full) 

"The following brief passage des
cribes the type of public worship 
which will be conducted in the House 
of Worship when completed. 

.. 'The BaM.'1 House of Worship is 
not one more religious edifice of de
nominational character. It has been 
built according to a new and higher 
pa ttem of worship, wherein persons 
of all races, nations and creeds may 
enter the unifying Spirit which 
emanates from the Word of God. 
Baha'i worship includes no sermon, 
no physical drama, no man - con
ceived. prayer, invocations or con-
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ventionalized response. The Mani
festation of God, He alone, has utter
ance in this holy place.' " 

From the reply. signed by Andrew 
W. Cordier, Executive Assistant to 
the Secretary-General: 

"You will be interested to note 
that notification of the receipt of 
your commWlication has been trans
mitted to the delegations of all the 
Member States participating in the 
present session of the General As
sembly. I am also transmitting the 
material you have forwarded to the 
officers of the Secretariat responsi
ble for planning the permanent head
quarters of the United Nations in 
New York City. 

"The Secretary - General desires 
me to say that he deeply appreci
ates the interest in the United Na
tions which prompted you to submit 
this rna terial to him." 

The letter, it should be explained, 
was submitted through the Baha'i 
United Nations Committee, together 
with a copy of the Temple pamphlet 
issued to commemorate the com plea 
tion of the exterior ornamentation, 
1942. 

"Meeting the Crisis" 
"Tell the Story" 

More About Contacting 
With the great emphasis placed 

on individual teaching today, the 
question comes from many friends: 
"But how do we start giving the 
Message? I never know where to 
begin." 

Individual teaching, unlike a 
plarmed, well-organized1 fifteen-min
ute or half-hour message for a 
group, can begin anywhere, wherev
er we find an opening to bring in 
some phase of our teachings. But 
first, it is necessary that we know 
what we' are talking about. Individ
ual teaching sometimes must be 
done in a hurry-five minutes on a 
street corner, perhaps-and we can
not do in a few words what we do 
not know and thoroughly understand. 

Our obi ecti ve should be to know 
the teachings well enough to con
nect them with the interest of the 
moment of the inquirer to whom we 
are speaking. In this way, when we 
can start out agreeing with or ad
vancing a reason for a particular 
subject, our friends do not feel they 
are hearing something entirely 
strange, but instead thoughts which 
very simply tie in with their own 
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and at the s arne time give them 
something new to think about. Our 
principles are excellent bridges-the 
best we have - for injecting the 
Baha'i Faith into a conversation. 

We have been told that one of the 
best ways to give the Message is 
to listen more. This is not difficult 
to do if we are patient and wait for 
our cue. For few conversations 
today get very far without some re
mark about the Jew; the Negro; the 
Protestant; the Catholic; war; peace 
movements; the government; the 
economic situation; the school sy
stems; and the many current issues, 
all of which are covered by our prin
ciples. 

Some Examples 
Here are some examples: 
1. When our newspapers were full 

of publicity about the Hale Telescope 
on P a10m ar Mountain, one article 

" stated: "Man now knows for the first 
time by unquestioned evidence that 
the un.iverse of which he is a part 
is at least a billion years ald." This 
is an excellent subject to bring into 
a conversation. For if the world is 
at least a" billion years old, what 
about religion? Christianity is only 
two thousand years old. Here is a 
place for our principle, ,. Religion 
and Science must agree," which in 
this instance leads right into pro
gressive revelation and "The foun
dation of all religions is one." 

2. One afternoon two ladies 
boarded a crowded street car in Chi
cago-the street car which passes 
Riverview, the huge amusement 
park on the north side. The car was 
filled with children coming from the 
park a good percentage colored. 
One lady very impatiently tried to 
elbow her way toward the center of 
the car, mumbling the while about 
people "staying where they belong" 
and finally saying to the other lady 
(who happened to be a Baha'i): "We 
have to put up with this all summer t 
un til Riverview closes. The cars are 
always full of these colored kids." 

uWell/' the Baha'i replied, u per_ 
haps colored children like a little 
fun, too, and since the south side 
amusement park has been closed, it 
leaves only this one for the entire 
city. " 

This lead to many points of di5~ 
cussion about the races, of places 
which have recently lessened their 
ban against the Negro. The Baha'i 
ca sually mentioned the wonderfully 

mixed groups that congregate at the 
Baha'i Temple and in Baha'i meet
ings. From then OD, the Baha'i was 
answering questions, giving the mes
sage little by little. 

3. Several people were invited to 
the home of a friend for a social 
evening. The f~ct that the host and 
hostess were Baha'is meant nothing 
as far a s the plans for the evening 
were concerned, for they had never 
felt capable of doing any teaching. 
This was to be just a social get~to
gether. However, quite innocently 
the eldest son in the family was 
glancing through the evening paper, 
came to the church page and re
marked, "My, there seem to be 
more little churches springing up all 
the time. Just look at this religious 
page, I wonder where they get theiI: 
authority. It seems to me true re
ligion should be the cause of unity, 
not a constant splitting up into smal~ 
ler and weaker links." 

The guests picked this up with 
much enthusiasm, and by the time 
they left knew a lot more about the 
Baha'i Faith than if an evening's 
program had been planned. The 
host and hostess then realized how 
easy it was to "entertain and tell 
about the Faith at" the same time. 
So they opened their home for 
weekly fireSides, with wonderful re
sults. 

Sometimes just a mention of the 
Baha'i Temple, or a Baha'i Center, 
or a Baha'i picnic, is enough to bring 
out a question or two from our con
tact. 

Individual teaching has Wllimited 
possibilities. There is the Baha'i who 
intentionally forgets a book when 
leaving a friend's home. She tele
phones upon returning home, asking 
if the book is there because she 
wouldn't want to lose it. She says 
she will pick it up in a few days 
and casually invites the friend to 
read it in the meantime. 

Each individual finds himself con
fronted with situations nearly every 
day where some part of the teach
ings might be presented. All we 
must learn to do is be on the alert 
- know our teachings well enough 
to talk about them - and last, but 
not least, know when, where, and 
how much to give. 

(The National Programming Com
mittee wishes to thank Mrs. Ger
trude Jacoby from whose excellent 
material this discussion was taken.) 
-NATiONAL PROGRAMMING COMMr1TEE: 
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First BaM'i cbiJdren's class in 
Denmark. 

First Baha'i Children's 
Class in Denmark 

The following is taken from a re
cent report sent in by our pioneer in 
Denmark, Miss Dagmar Dole. We 
thought it was delightful and so sig
nificant of things to come that the 
Committee wishes to share it with 
the American believers. , 

"The enclosed pictures are of our 
children's class. Tove Deleuran is 
conducting it on Saturday after
noons-She has her problems. They 
are supposed to come at three 
o' clock, but do they come then? 
Heaven forbid! They arrive at one 
~rty _ a!ld staY. untiL shetbrows 
them out. They have asked for two 
classes a week instead of one! 
They are making their own ABC 
books as it was impossible to trans
late into Danish the English one. 
So many of the words did not start 
with the proper letters. On each 
page they draw an outline of the 
Temple, inside the Temple draw
ing they put writing and on the 
outside they decorate--many flow
ers, birds etc! They review the 
previous lesson at the beginning of 
each class; they are really clever 
young ones and all are ve~ anx
ious to answer the questions. There 
was a question on good deeds
then some one said: "What about 
deeds? With colossal scorn another 
one replied - 'Everything that is 
not good.' If anyone gets a little 
quarrelsome they are reminded in 
no uncertain terms by the others 
that a Baha'i does not quarre11 
Quote from a party for Bente De
leuran, where there were three of 
the Baha'i youngsters--'-While they 
were all playing (about twelve of 
them), one of the others began to 
sound angry and one of the girls 
(whose parents know nothing of the 
Baha'i Faith) saici-jare you mad? 
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I cannot quarrel with you. I am a 
Baha'i.' They are all tremendously 
proud of the fact that they are the 
first Baha'i children's class in Den
mark and also of the fact that they 
have learned to Sing the Baha'i 
Children songs in English as well 
as Danish. They arc a little osten
tatious about this. They are very 
cute as well as being very funny. 
Tove keeps them interested in an 
amazing fashion. It is very good. 
They all have 'Bahati Tea' and set 
the table without being told and 
clear it before they leave." 

-EUROPEAN TEACHING COMMITTEE 

United Nations Conference 
Montevideo, Uruguay 

From Mr. E. J. Miessler, one of 
the Baha'i delegates, we have re
ceived an interesting report of the 
UN Regional Conference· held at 
Jl.'lontevideo, Uruguay. October 27, 
1949. The Baha'is present were Sra. 
Carola Escofet and Sr. Acosta, dele
gates from Uruguay, Sr. Estaban 
Canales of Chile who came as an 
observer but was invited to partici
pate as delegate, Mrs. Muriel Mies
sler of Br aziI also invited to serve 
as delegate, and Mr. Miessler, dele
gate from Brazil. 

"Delegates from forty-one non
governmen tal organizations were 
represented at this, the third Latin 
American Conference. The object of 
this Conference was outlined as be~ 
ing to give to the non-governmental 
mem ber organizations a clear un
derstanding of the activities of the 
UN and affiliated organizations, and 
tn establish means of transmitting 
information of its activities and ob
jectives to the citizens of member 
countries through these organiza
tions. 

"The delegates were earnest and 
sincere and even enthusiastic. There 
was much talking and discussion, the 
need of real Baha'i consultation was 
quite apparent. The Baha'i dele
gates . . . took active part in the 
discussions . . . 

"The (following) recommenda
tions were made by the Baha'i dele
gates following consultation. The 
first one was incorporated in item 
34 of the recommendations which 
were adopted. In addition, speakers 
were offered to the United Nations 
representative at Rio de Janeiro, to 
assist in spreading the message of 
the aims and objects of UN ..•. 
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HIt was a privilege to attend this 
conference and we feel we gained 
much through its attendance and 
some valuable contacts were made 
with UN officials through offers of 
cooperation. " 

The recommendations or proposals 
advanced on behalf of the Baha'i In~ 
ternational Community: 

1. "That there be established in 
each country, and if possible in each 
city a permanent office of the UN 
in which all of the non~governmental 
organizations would participate and 
collaborate. The Baha'i International 
Community, which is represented in 
all countries, offers to collaborate in 
this respect to assist in the great 
work of the ·UN." 

2. "That the goals and objects of 
UN be given to children giving them 
a universal consciousness through 
means of pictures (telling the sto
ries and adventures of UN) in maga
zines, etc., to prepare the new gen
erations for this so necessary uni
versal consciousness for the estab
lishment of permanent peace and 
unity." 

Latin.American Ncws 
At the .moment, there are many 

plans still in the tentative stage, all 
directed toward the successful com~ 
pletion of our mission in Latin-Amer
ica. It is the hope of the Inter-Amer~ 
ica Committee to be able to very 
soon report in detail on all of these 
plans. In the mean time, however 
there are several items of interest, 
such as: 

Matthew Bullock of Boston, has 
recently completed his tenure as 
chairman of the Massachusetts Pa
role Board. Now that he is free to 
serve the Cause full time, he has 
responded to the Guardian's urgent 
plea for N orth~American pioneers in 
Latin-America and is making plans 
to leave very soon for Haiti. He will 
take up residence in Port-au-Prince, 
assisting the Haitian believers in 
spreading the Teachings and in pre
paring themselves to play their part 
in the formation of the National 
Spiritual Assembly for Central 
America in 1951. 

Josephine Kruka has been in the 
United States for a few months, 
after ha.ving spent considerable time 
in Cuba as a pioneer. However, she 
is planning to return to Cuba very 
soon, accompanied by Mrs. Ruth 
Moffett. They intend to work togeth-
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er to assist the Cuban believers not 
only in teaching the Faith in 
Havana, but also in the goal cities 
which have been chosen in other 
cities of Cuba. 

Natalia Chavez and Elizabeth 
Cheney have been spending as much 
time as possible in each country of 
Central America, as they travel 
from the site of one Regional Con
ference to the next. They report that 
none of the Guatemalan believers 
could attend the conference which 
was supposed to include Guatemala. 
Therefore, a special conference was 
arranged in Guatemala City, using 
essentially the Same courses prea 

pared by CEBMA (The National 
Teaching Committee for Central 
America) for use at the other Re
gional Conferences. Though the 
meetings in Guatemala City were 
not as well attended as had been 
hoped, the Guatemalan Baha'is 
gained much good from this confer
ence, of which they would otherwise 
bave been deprived. 

Natalia and Elisabeth are continu
ing through EI Salvador, Honduras 
and Nicaragua, completing their 
journey in Costa Rica with the final 
Regional Conference for the Central 
American area. More about their 
travels and these conferences SOOD. 

As a final note on Central Amer
ica, we learn that plans are under 
way for publishing a study course 
on Baha'i Administration in install~ 
ment form in the Central American 
Baha'i Bulletin. Thus, all of the be
lievers in Central America will 
be recelvmg a "correspondence 
course" in Baha'i Administration. 

Taking a long journey to the south, 
we have received a brief, prelimi
nary report on the Regional Confer~ 
ence for Bolivia and Peru, held in 
La Paz. This first report indicates 
that this conference, along with the 
public meeting held afterwards, was 
a great success, particularly in the 
fine cooperation of the Regiona] 
Teaching Committees of Bolivia and 
Peru. There should be more details 
very soon on this conference, as well 
as the one held in Valparaiso, for 
the believers of Chile. 

Speaking of Chile, there will be a 
Summer School for that country held 
at Loncoche for several days dnring 
January. 

Even thongh the plans referred to 
before are not yet complete, it is 
becoming increasingly evident that 
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there are several countries of Latin
America which urgently need resi
dent North-American pioneers. It is 
the heartfelt hope of the Inter-Amer
ica Committee to be able to soon 
report that more North-American 
believers are arising to meet this 
urgent need. 

Three Current Magazines 
Mention the Faith 

The Saturday Evening Post of Jan
uary 7, 1950, on page 25, in an article 
about the American Ambassador to 
Luxembourg written by Martha Gel
horn, says, "In Luxembourg City, 
aside from the legation staH, there 
are six native Americans ... There 
is a first rate young man named 
Ned Blackmer, who is proselytizing 
for the Baha'i sect. U 

Dane Rndhyar, noted author and 
student of spiritual truth, has arti
cles about the Faith in American 
Horoscope for September, 1949 and 
January, 1950. 

In Pageant for January, 1950, 
there is a feature entitled "The Gol
den Rule" which contains excerpts 
from the Scriptures of nine different 
religions. Ninth and last quotation: 
IIBaha'i Cause says: If you look to
ward mercy, regard that not which 
benefits yourselves, but hold to that 
which benefits mankind. If you·look 
toward justice, choose for others that 
which you choose for yourself/' The 
selections were made by Zelma 
Caldwell Weismann. 

"Chicagoland Directory of Re
ligion" compiled by Rev. John 
Evans, D.D. of the religious depart
ment of The Chicago Daily Tribune, 
is a paper-bound book of 310 pages 
recording and listing religious 
groups within the forty-mile metro
politan area of Chicago. The table 
of contents refers to listings of 108 
different religious bodies. The Baha'i 
Faith is represented on pages 20-1 
and 202, with an introduction by Hor
ace Holley outlining the history of 
Baha'i activities in Chicago, followed 
by a listing of the National Assem
bly, Chicago BaM'i Center, and ten 
local Baha'i secretaries of the area. 
The Directory is published at Civic 
Opera Building, Room 442, 20 North 
Wacker Drive, Chicago 6. 

The National office of WCTU re
cently issued a general letter asking 
religious bodies for statements of 
policy on bills now before Congress 
to prohibit advertising of liquor 

through press or radio. The Baha'i 
command forbidding use of alcoholiC'" 
liquors by believers was brought to
their attent.ion. 

A preliminary report on public re· 
lations activity in connection with. 
World Religion Day. Up to January 
9 the committee had received and 
filled order s from 92 local centers 
and Regional Committees. These or
ders called for 6,250 copies of "Prin
ciple of Religious Unity," 3,500 
copies of World Religion Map, and 
225 copies of "The Reality of Broth
erhood" which had to be shipped 
when the stock of "Religious Unity" 
had become completely exbausted: 
a total of 9.975 units. 

Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, General 
Secretary of The Church Peace 
Union. founded by Andrew Carnegie 
in New York, on January 5 ex
pressed his good wishes in a letter 
as follows: "1 am greatly interested 
in the announcement of your World 
Religion Day to be observed on Jan
uary 15th. May it be a real success. 
In a world filled with so much strife 
and uncertainty, and downright 
stark fear of the future, we need all 
the leadership possible to express 
the oneness of our faith in the pos
sibili ties of a· united humanity in a 
united world." 

A few clippings have already ar
rived making use of the releases 
furnished by the committee for 
World Religion Day: Wilmette. 
Evanston, WinnetkaJ m. Rochester,. 
N. Y., St. Augustine, Fla., Norwich" 
Conn., Grand Haven, Mich., Flint, 
Mich.} Palmer, Mass., Arcadia. 
Calif., Urbana, Ill., Arlington, Va., 
Champaign, Ill. 

-BAHA'i PUBLIC fu:LATIONS 

Australia and 
New Zealand 

(From Baha'i News Bulletin) 
House-ta-house canvassing for the 

Faith was introduced and used by 
Mrs. Bertha Dobbins in teaching 
trips to Perth and to Lismore, New 
South Wales. The Mayor of Lismore 
was one among many people visited. 
by Mrs. Dobbins. Of this viSit, she 
recalled, "We spoke, firstly, on the 
spread of the Movement throughout 
the world, the Bill of Human Rights. 
the recognition of the Faith by civil 
authorities, and the latest recogni
tion of the Faith in the Dominion of 
Canada. He asked about our atti
tude toward Christianity and this 



gave me an opportunity to speak 
about Progressive Revelation. I told 
the Mayor that I called on him first 
purposely to tell him about the 
Movement because it would grow in 
Lismore and he was bound to hear 
more and more later on, and it was 
good for the Mayors to know all 
about movements being born in their 
areas of jurisdiction and to have first 
hand facts about the Teachings. He 
appreciated this very much." 

Mrs. Dobbins' method of canvas
sing consisted of dropping a leafiet 
.in a number of letter boxes with a 
little note such as "We hope you 
will like this pamphlet. A friend (or 
two friends) will call on you in a 
few days' time, and would be glad to 
hear what you think of it." 

In evaluating this method of teach
ing, the LSA of Perth made the fol
lowing comments:. 

"(a) Where a Baha'i shows cour
tesy and respect, and does not try to 
force his ideas on another person, 
no harm can possibly be done by 
this method. If we visit in the atti-
1ude of having something to learn 
from the other (as well as some
tning to share with him) we will 
learn to -meet- them where they are 
in understanding of spiritual and so
cial things, and walk with them in 
the direction which they find most 
important at the moment. 

"(b) If a believer does not feel 
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competent to start on this work, he 
should accompany a more seasoned 
veteran for a while. 

(c) It is probable that a number 
of people, who would normally be 
interested in the Baha'i Faith, would 
not hear of it for many years except 
by this method." 

Permanent site of the first New 
Zealand Baha'i School is 15 miles 
from Auck1and. N. Z_ 

The formation of a new group in 
Toowoomba was reported by the 
RTC for Queensland recently_ The 
group) which consists of four mem
bers) is already directing its efforts 
toward the ultimate establishment of 
a local assembly in that city_ Theos
ophists of Toowoomba are reported 
to have received the Baha'i Message 
favorably and have allowed the 
Baha'i group of the city the use of 
their room for holding meetings .... 

Further news from Australia in
cl •• ded a three-weeks' teaching trip 
to Hobart, Queenstown, and Launce
ton by Stanley Bolton, Jr. In addi
tion to talking with several student 
groups and many interested friends. 
Mr. Bolton gave public lectures and 
personally talked with Senator 
O'Byrne of the Australian Federal 
Parliament; Bruce Kekwick, who is 
the endorsed liberal candidate for 
the House of Representatives; the 
public librarian of Launceton; sec
retary of the Y.M.C.A.; and other 
prominent citizens.-

Some 3.5,000 people attended the six-day Boston Antiques Exposition in mid-N ovem
her where the ETC ra.n ibis exhibit. staffed by local Assemblies and RTe personneL 
The Exposition director and. Ute RTe secretary discovered they were n~ghbors in 
their home town and he accepted Uteraiure besides extendibg privilege of future 
exhibition space semi-a.JlDually _ About 350 people stopped at the booth longer thaD 

merely to. receive pamphlets. 

II 

Publishing Annonncements 
Prescription fOT Living by RUl).iy

yih Khanum. There has been a delay 
in receiving copies of this much her
alded book, and although we under
stand some copies are now en route 
from England, we do not have defi
nite information as to date of ar
rivaL We are recording all orders 
and have re-ordered as advance 
orders now exceed first order from 
publisher. We regret so much this 
delay, but hope everything will be 
straightened out soon. 

The Old ChuTches and the New 
WOTld Faith, by George Townshend. 
Regrets also for delay in :filling or
ders for this pamphlet. Although we 
ordered a large quantity from Eng
land, stock was soon exhausted and 
a re-order is hoped for soon. We are 
recording these orders also and shall 
send pamphlets the moment they are 
received. 

Baha'i Calendars 1950 are in stock. 
and we' are glad to fill orders 
promptly. Price each .10e 

Final Reminder 
To Spiritual Assem blies, Groups 
and Individual Believers: 

All rna terial for Volume XII of 
The Baha'i W OTld should be in the 
hands of the Editorial Committee by 
March 1, 1950 or as soon as possible 
thereafter. Here is one more oppor
tunity to help tell the story of the 
Baha'i world community during the 
period, April 1948 to April 1950. We 
need specifically: 

1. Reports of important activities 
and developments in the Baha'i com
munity 

2_ Human interest stories related 
to teaching the Cause 

3. Articles on current trends or 
problems .in society from the Baha'i 
point of view 

4. Good clear photographs of 
Baha'i events or institutions 

Send all material to the Editorial 
Committee for Volume XII of The 
Balui'i World, P.O. Box 238, Palo 
Alto, California. 

Another Historic Event 
Is Celebrated 

Please send reports of what your 
community or group did to celebrate 
World Religion Day, January 15, 
1950, together with any photographs 
to The Baha'i World, P.O. Box 238, 
Palo Alto, Calilornia. 
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Score to Date - January 15, 1950 
on Response to the Tel1;ple Fund 

Estimated 
Group Number for 2 years 
$400 
$100 

142. . . . . . $1l3,600.oo 
523. . . . . $105,600.00 

$ 25 
*Speciai 

544. . . . . . . . . . . . $ 27,200.00 
1031. . . . . . . . . . .. .. $225,94.~.67 

Totals 
Received 

2295 .............. , ... , . . . .. ,$472,343.67 
against above resolves .. , ............. $292,973.93 

*All resolves not falling in other three categories. 

Many friends have asked if they could send in their next year's 
resolve now. This would be very helpfu1. 

Contributions From Assemblies 
for the Month of Dee., 1949 

Alaska - Anthor-age. Arizona. - North 
Phoenix, Phoenix, Tuc son. AJ'kansas
Eureka Springs, Little Rock. caUfornia
Alhambra. Berkeley, Beverly Hills, Bur
bank, Burlingame. Carmel, El Monte 
Twp., Escondido Twp., Fresno, Glen
dale, Glendale Twp., Inglewood, Long 
Beach, Los Angeles. Monrovia, Monrovia 
Twp., Oakland, Palo Alto, Pasadena, 
San Bernardino, Sacramento, San Diego, 
San Francisco. San Mateo, Santa BarM 

bara. Santa Monica, South Gate. 
Colorado-Colorado Springs, Denver. 

Coanecticut--Greenwich, Hartford, New 
Ha vent Delaware-Wilmington. Dis&. of 
Colum.bia- Washington. Florida - JackM 

sonville, Miami, St. Augustine. Georgia
AUanta, Augusta. Ha.waii - Honolulu. 
MauL Idabo--Ada COWlty, Boise. Illi
nois-Batavia, Chicago, Danville, ElmM 
hurst. Evanston, Maywood, Oak Park, 
Peoria, Springfield, Urbana, Waukegan, 
Wilmette, Winnetka. 

lDdia.na - Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend. Iowa-Cedar Rapids. Water
loo. Xansas-Topeka. MaIne-Eliot, PortM 

land. MaryIand-Baltimpre. Massacbu:s
eiCs--Beverly, Boston, Brookline, Spring
field, Worcester. lWchi,can - Ann Arbor, 
Detroit, Flint, Grand Rapids, Grosse 
Pointe Farms, Lansing, Muskegon, Rose M 

ville. Mbmeso1a - Duluth, Minneapolis, 
St. Paul. Mississippi-J ackson. MIssouri 
-Independence, Kansas City. 

Montana-Butte. Great Falls. Nebras
ka-Macy, Omaha. Nevada-Reno. New 
lersey-Bergenfield, Dmnont, East OrM 

ange, Jersey City, Newark, Red Bank 
(Nov. & Dec.), Ridgewood, Teaneck. 
New Mexico-Albuquerque. New York
BinghamtoD, Buffalo, Jamestown, New 
York. Syracuse, Waterloo, Yonkers. 
Norlh CaroliDa-Greensboro. North Da
kota - Fargo. Ohio - Cincinnati, Cleve
land, Dayton, Columbus, Lima. MansM 

field, Toledo. 
Oklahoma. - Oklahoma City. Oregon-

Portland. Pennsyh·ani&,. - Philadelphia, 
Scranton, West Chester. Rhode 1sJa.nd
Providence. South Caroli.na-Greenville, 
Columbia, Soutb Dakota - Sioux. Falls. 
Tennessee-Memphis, Nashville. Texas-
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Houston, San Antonio. Uta.h-Salt Lake 
City. Vermont-Brattleboro. Virgiuia.
Alexandria, Arlington. 

Washington - Kirkland, Marysville, 
Monroe, Richmond Highlands, Seattle. 
Spokane, Tacoma. West Virginia
Charleston. Wisconsin - Kenosha, MadM 

ison. Milwaukee. Racine, Shorewood, 
Somers Twp., Wauwatosa, Whitefish Bay. 
Wyoming-Laramie. 
Number 01 Assemblies 174 
Assemblies co:ntributing . . . . . . . .. 154 
Assemblies not contributing . 20 
Groups contributing ......... 42 
Individuals contributing ............ 82 
Children's Class of Washington, D.C. 
Baha'is of Lisbon 
Baha'is of City of Adelaide, S.A. 

PLEASE NOTICE 
Will the friends please take 

special note of the addresses 
given in each issue of Baha'i 
News for the various types of 
commtmication: 

When sending money to the 
National Fund or the Temple 
Fund, please make checks pay
able to National BaM'. Fund 
and mail them to: 

112 Linden Ave., 
Wilmette, m. 

To order books or pamphlets, 
or pay invoices? make checks 
payable to Baha'i Publishing 
Committee and mail to: 

110 Linden Ave., 
Wilmette, m. 

Plea se report changes of ad· 
dress and other matters per
taining to distribution of BaM'i 
News to the BaM.'! National Of· 
fice, 536 Sberidan Rd., Wil· 
mette, Dl. 

BaM'j News is published by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Balta.'is of the United States as the 
official news-letter of the Ba.h&'j 
Community. 

Edited for the National SpJrUual 
Assembly by Baha'j News Editor
ial Committee: Mrs. Roberta 
Christian. chairman, Mr. Richard 
Nolen, Mr. Gordon A. Fraser, 
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Lansing, Mich. 
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and other matters pert.a.iD.iDc to 
distribution 10 the Baha.'i NaUODaJ . 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS 

page 
Shrine of the Rib 

Story, cable, and pictures 1.2.3 

Guardian 
Correction of cable to European 

Conference ............... , . . .. 4 

Messages to Individuals .......... 5 

Addresses ............ ,............... 5 

Australia and New Zealand .......... 10-

BaM~i World 

Calendar ..... 

".,.,.,." .... ,.,.11 

1 

First Children's class in Denmark ... 9-

F~d . 
Assemblies contributing ........... 12;. 

Score to date ...................... 12: 

German Headquarters 

Latin America ..................... ,. 

NSA - "A Holy Year" 

Pictures 
Bab's Shrine ................... 1,2,3: 

Denmark ...... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9' 

Exhibit, Boston .................... 11 

Germany. . ..................... ,..... 7' 

Staunton. Va. .. ... "................. 6' 

Temple Progress ..................... 5· 

Programming Committee ............ 8: 

Public Relations ..................... 10-

Publishing Announcements ....... ,., 11 

Temple 
"Architecture of Interior" ...... t.. 5, 

United Nations 
Conference Montevideo ............ S ' 

Informed of Baha'i Concept of 
Worship ......................... 7C 



BAHA'I 
NO. 229 MARCH. 1950 

First Annual World Religion Day 
Proof that every little effort made 

by a Baba'i is of such great signi· 
ficance that we can have no. real 
adequate idea of its power, lies in a 
recent experience in Syracuse, N. Y. 
The Assembly had prepared its 
plans for a public meeting in the 
routine way, and had invited a 
teacher from New York to speak. 
She gave a presentation of the Faith 
in a most inspiring manner, which 
was followed by a fine demonstra· 
tion of Baba'i fellowship. 

But, the hand of Providence was 
working and directing details with 
far greater wisdom than the believ· 
ers might have conceived. Here's 
what happened: 

Throughout the week the believers 
had watched the papers, anxious to 
see if articles on their meeting would 
appear. Not until Saturday morning 
did it come, in either the college or 
city paper, but then it appeared in 
all its fullness-greater than usual 
on that day. And, most important, 
the Industrial Bank of Syracuse 
chose that Saturday's papers to be 
enclosed in a "time capsule" to· be 
buried beneath the bank in a con
crete casket to be opened Jan. 21 in 
the year 2050. 

So, one hundred years from now, 
it will be read that Miss Dorothy 
Champ of New York City gave the 
first World Religion Day talk in Sy· 
racuse-hlstorical proof at that time 
that Syracuse was even then laying 
the foundation for the new civiliza· 
tion, which by 2050 will be well on its 
way in its creative expression. 

With this high point of interest in 
one part of the country, another was 
reached by the PASADENA com· 
munity where their observance of 
World Religion Day saw Mrs. Shir
ley Warde speak before some 400 
guests, all made possible with the 
cooperation of 11 surrounding com· 
munities. In the 40 or more commun
ities reporting activity for World Re
ligion Day, a summary may be 
drawn of methods used. 

Of the programs using outside help 
on a mUltiple speaker platform, in 
addition to aBaba 'i speaker, SPO· 
KANE had a Rabbi, a Buddhist 
Priest, and a minister of the Truth 
Church; ALEXANDRIA, VA. was 
favored by a Dr. of the Philosophy 
and Religion Dept. . of Wa shington 
College; SAN FRANCISCO had the 
support of a Rabbi. and a speaker 
from the American Friends group; 
GEYSERVILLE'S assisting speaker 
was not mentioned; BURBANK, 
CAL. received the cooperation of a 
Presbyterian minister and a Rabbi; 
SOUTHGATE, CAL. had a minister 
of the Christian Chapel; LANSING, 
MICH. shared its platform with Dr. 
Shao Chang Lee, head of Mich. State 
College's Institute of Foreign 
Studies; and PALO ALTO, BURL· 
INGAME, REDWOOD CITY, and 
other peninsula communities 
grouped together, had a Christian 
minister, a Rabbi, and a Persian 
student. 

Publicity methods reported used 
were: ELMHURST, ILL., library 
and store post.ers; CLEVELAND, 
newspapers, good coverage; SPO
KANE, newspapers, best in two 
years with reporter interviewing 
Bahli'i speaker iust before meeting; 
FLINT, MICH., three newspapers 
and two radio stations for announce
ments; ARLINGTON, VA., 1000 
cards mailed; BURBANK, CAL., 
three newspapers; LONG BEACH, 
CAL. store display and newspapers; 
PASADENA, CAL., all newspapers 
and library display; SAN DIEGO, 
CAL., two newspapers; SANTA 
BARBARA, CAL., several newspap
ers and radio; LANSING, MICH. 
posters on college campus; and AL
HAMBRA, CAL., library display and 
newspapers. 

Other than straight speaking·pan
els, CHARLESTON, W. VA. used the 
readings and music method sug
gested in BaM'i News; BOISE, 
IDAHO put on a radio broadcast; AN
CHORAG E, an art display of religi' 

NEWS 
l'EARI06 BAHA'I ERA 

"Faithless Brother" 
Cablegram from !be Guar

dian received Dec. 19, 1949. 
"Faithless brother Hussein, 

already abased through dishon
orable conduct over period 
(of) years followed by associa. 
tion with Covenant-breakers 
(in) Holy Land and efforts (to) 
undermine Guardian's position, 
recently further demeaned him
self through marriage under 
obscure circumstances with 
lowborn Christian girl (in) Eu
rope. This disgraceful alliance 
following four successive mar
riages by sisters (and) cousins 
with three sons (of) Covenant· 
breaker denounced repeatedly 
by 'Abdu'l-Baha as His enemy, 
and daughter (of) notorious p0.
litical agitator brands them 
with infamy greater than any 
associated with marriages con
tracted by old Covenant·break
ers whether belonging (to) fam
ily (of) MuI).ammed 'Ali or 
Badi'u'll3:h. " 

(Signed J SHOGm 

ous nature; JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
KY. used selected readings;. and 
FLINT, MICH. besides a speaker 
had a readers' panel. Of followup 
mentioned, GEYSERVILLE held a 
tea, and CLEVELAND gave are· 
ception for 100 people. 

Groups and communities using a 
Baha'i speaker as the only one, and 
in some areas representing a joint 
effort, were: ALHAMBRA, CAL; 
ELMHURST, ILL.; SYRACUSE, 
N. Y.; NIAGARA FALLS, N. Y. 
with Ross Woodman of Canada; 
BUFFALO, N. Y. ; KIRKLAND, 
WASH.; MARYSVIU.E, WASH.; 
RICHMOND HIGHLANDS, WASH.; 
GREENWICH, CONN.; YONKERS, 
N.Y.; HARTFORD, CONN.; GREAT 
FALLS, MONT.; ARLINGTON, VA.; 
NEWPORT NEWS, VA.; OAKLAND, 
CAL.; SACRAMENTO, CAL.; 
FRESNO, CAL.; RENO, NEV.; 
CARMEL, CAL.; WILMETTE, ILL. 
had three speakers; LOS ANGELES, 
CAL.; BEVERLY HILLS, CAL.; 
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INGLEWOOD, CAL. ; LON G 
BEACH, CAL.; OCEANSIDE, CAL.; 
PASADENA, CAL.; SAN DIEGO, 
CAL.; and SANTA BARBARA, CAL. 

Although this available data does 
not cover all communities in the 
COtmlry, other pomts of note may be 
learned from later reports. 

Communities Needing 
Pioneer Settlers 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
call$ attention to the communities 
whose Assembly status at the time 
of the election on April 21 seems at 
this time to depend on help from 
volunteer settlers. Since there are 
no funds available at this time fat 
travel and living expenses, this ap· 
peal is directed to believers who can 
establish residence in one of the en
dangered communities on a self-sus
taining basis. Any BahB. 'I of voting 
age able to volunteer should get in 
touch with the Area National Teach
ing Committee, or the Regional 
Teaching Committee at once. Write 
the committee of the locality where 
you are able to establish residence 
before April 20. 

Northeastern States: Red Bank, 
N.J., Waterloo, N.Y. Other commu· 
nities near the danger point in this 
area are: Dumont, Jersey City, 
Montclair and Newark, N.J., and 
Geneva, N.Y. 

Southern States, Eastern Division: 
Greenville, S. C. Near the danger 
point: Greensboro, N.C., Alexan
dria, Va., and Charleston, W. Va. 

Southern States, Western Division: 
Settlers needed in Eureka Springs, 
Ark. Help will be welcome in Dallas 
and San Antonio, Tex. 

Central States: Elmhurst, Winnet
ka, ill., Grosse Pointe Farms, Mich.! 
lodependence Mo., Mansfield, Ohio. 
Near the danger point: Phoenix
Harvey, Waukegan, Ill., Somers 
Township, Wisc. 

Western States: Oceanside, Calif., 
Great Falls, Mont. Near the danger 
point, EI Monte Township and Es· 
condido, Calif., Salt Lake City, Utah, 
Tacoma, Wash. 

Correspondence with the ANTC 
and RTC is important, because there 
is need to coordinate volunteers and 
moreover the facts may change in 
some cases· between now and April 
.21. The ANTC will 'direct volunteer 
help into the most urgent post. 

l\1.utCH, 1950 

Tbe r~ircuJating heating system in the Temple proper has beeD completed aDd Is 
in operaUoa. AD direcl ra.dla.iion from the Temple floor up Is a.lso in operaUen. a.nd 
faDS, mters, coils. etc. for 1he main ventila1ing: system a.re belDg bast.Ded. Form 
work Is compl_ fo. spiral stairs to _ ganery and win be poured. in Feb........,.. 
A sub-contrac1 has been made for entrance doors aDd. frames which will be brGBse 
finish. Conduit, outlet box, etc. ioslalla1loa Is practically completed aDd wirin& is 

proceeding. 

Material for the Interior Ornamentation 
of the Temple 
By Allen B. McDaniel 

The design for the interior orna
mentation of the Temple, embodying 
the same general type of tracery as 
the exterior) with its flowing lines 
and spaces, indicated the use of a 
plastic rna terial. In the study of a 
suitable material for the execution 
of the exterior ornamentation, the 
final choice was a plastic material, 
the exposed aggregate type of archi
tectural concrete. The Temple struc
ture today is a beautiful demonstra
tion of the wisdom of this selection 
of material. 

The architect and the Technical 
Advisory Board, while realizing the 
practicability and economy of a 
plastic material, however, realized 
that in the interior of the Tern pIe a 
material less hard and durable than 
stone might be used. Ease of mold
ing and casting, lighter weight, and 
cheapness of material were factors 
to be considered, as an over-aU cost 
of the project had been set by Shoghi 
Effendi. Other important factors 
were the acoustical properties of the 

material to be used and its adapta
bili ty to the use of color. 

As the architect, Mr. Alfred P. 
Shaw, developed the design, it be
came increasingly evident that there 
would be two primary divisions: the 
structural including the columns, 
piers, ribs and arches, and the 
panels of tracery. As the structural 
elements would logically requlre a 
permanent material, it was assumed 
that the Earley concrete (used for 
the exterior) would be the most suit
able material. Ornamental plaster, 
'l,.~hich has been used for centuries 
in monumental buildings of this 
COWltry and abroad, was considered 
as the most feasible material for the 
tracery. 

The general contractor, the George 
A. Fuller Company of Chicago, upon 
the advice of the architect and the 
Technical Advisory Board, secured 
bids on both the Earley concrete and 
the architectural plaster, and to the 
surprise and delight of all concerned, 
the lowest bid for the entire oma-



mental material was received from 
the Earley Studio, Rosslyn, Virginia. 

The methods and techniques which 
were developed by the Studio in t.be 
preparation and placing of the exter
ior ornamentation are being utilized 
10r the interior work. As the Earley 
Studi.. was not equipped with suit
able personnel, the preparation of 
the original models for the sections 
of the tracery was done at the studio 
of Rochette and Parzini, New York 
City_ Beginning this modelling early 
enabled the architect, with the colla
boration of the Techuical Advisory 
Board, to develop the design. 

The procedure at the Studio in
volves the following steps: the mak
ing o:f a plaster of Paris model from 
a plaster of Paris impression; the 
carving of the outer surface of the 
model to give the final surface tex
ture and modelling; the preparation 
of the plaster of Paris mold in which 
the required number-usually nine
of C'oncrete cast sections are made. 

The cast tracery sections, as well 
as all of the column and pier sections 
are made o:f a mixture of clear white 
quartz and o:f crystalline quartz so 
that the surface of the casts where 
cleaned have a radiant appearance. 
The mterior tracery is being cast 
with a background composed o:f rose 
quartz which will give a rose color to 
the spaces between the ribs o:f the 
tracery_ 

The column and pier sections have 
been made at the Studio and shipped 
to the Temple where they are being 
erected in place on the concrete-steel 
columns o:f the original superstruc
ture. The tracery sections are 
shipped after cleaning and curing in 
the yard of the Studio, and will be 
placed in the panels between the 
columns. The narrow panels are be
ing built first, beginning about 
twenty feet above the main floor 
level and extending to the base of 
the dome. The tracery sections of the 
wider panels between the groups of 
columns will be cast, shipped and 
erected in the near future. 

Studies are being made of suila bIe 
sound absorbent materials to be used 
on the rear walls of the -alcoves and 
galleries. It is likely that draperies 
will be hung between and in front of 
the window spaces. This cloth back
ground will have high acoustic value 
and afford a color background for 
these nine outer areas of the audi
torium. 

BAHA'i NEWS 

Workmen sart'aciDg a smaU bay Wacery cast, to be followed by acid wasbluz. 

Since the clothing of the Temple 
superstructure began in April 1933 
with the placing of the exterior or
namentation on the dome, at various 
stages in the work, efforts have been 
made to utilize the best available 
materials and workmanship. Over a 
period of nine years a ceaseless 
search was carried on to locate the 
person or concern which could and 
would execute Louis Bourgeois' vi
sion-the Temple of Light. The only 
person or organization that would 
even attempt the work was John A. 
Earley and his craftsmen of the 
Earley Studio. After the completion 
of the Gallery story, again· a search 
was made and the Earley Studio 
was chosen and did complete the 

Publishing Announcement 
Th~ Promise of A l! Ages, by 

George Townshend M.A.- A new re
vised edition of this title just reo 
ceived from England. 
172 pages Bouod in red cloth $2.00 

Bound in blue paper ....•. 1.00 

exterior ornamentation after a nine
year working period. And now the 
quarter century old dream of Mr. 
Earley and the craftsmen of the 
Studio is being realized; that they 
will have the blessed privilege of the 
fulfillment of the execution of this 
glorious symbol of the Baha'i World 
Faith. 
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Centenary of the Martyrdom 
of the Bab 

July 9, 1950, as the Centenary of 
the Martyrdom of the Bab, will be 
observed with extreme reverence 
and devotion throughout the Baha'i 
world. Most important of all observ
ances is the construction by the 
Guardian of the Facade to the Shrine 
on Mt. Carmel built by the Master 
Himself for the sacred remains 
transported from Iran. 

For the Baha'is of the United 
States, the National Assembly has 
approved plans for both national and 
local meetings-one national meet
ing for Baha'is only in the House of 
Worship, and one national public 
meeting also in the Temple; one 10-
eal meeting. JR. each community for 
Bahit'is only, and one public meeting 
in every Baha'i center where the be
lievers can make suitable arrange-
ments. . 
Ii .The Guardian's Statement 
. Last summer the National Spiri

tual Assembly wrote the Guardian 
about the Centenary and asked his 
advice. The following letter, written 
through his secretary, is dated Au· 
gust :!S, 1949, 

"In regard to theCenteunialof the 
Bab's Martyidom: he feels that this 
should ·by all means be used as an 
occasion . not . only for meetings. of 
cOmmemoration amongst thebellev
ers, but also for wide publicity re
garding this occasion, the Shrine be
ing built on Mt. Carmel, and the 
Temple work. 

"He also feels that every center 
should make a successful effort to 
hold a large public meeting at this 
time, preferably with outside speak~ 
ers invited, in addition to their 
Baha'i commemoration for the be
lievers. 

"There Should be a big meeting 
in Foundation Hall in the Temple 
for the general public, and promi
nent sympathizers with the Faith 
should be assured for the platform 
on that occasion. Likewise, in Ule 
Auditorium the believers should 
gather for a Baha'i ceremony. 

"He, likewise. approves of the pub
lication of a Centenary Memorial on 
the Bab." 
2. The Baha'i Commemoration 

July 9, 1950 falls on a Sunday. Tbe 
National Commemoration, which all 

Baha'is who can do so are invited 
to attend, will be held in the House 
of WorShip at 1:00 p.m. on that date. 
A program of readings has been ap
proved for this meeting, and the 10' 
cal committees can use these same 
readings if they wish or modify them 
as they deem advisable. 

OPENING PRAYERS 
1. Prayer of Al).macj..· 
2. Prayer revealed by the Bab: 

"Verily, God sufficeth ... ;" 
Prayers and Meditations: bot
tom of page 272 to end of sec
ond paragraph, page 276. 

READINGS 
3. God Passes By: pages 3, 4 

and first half of 5; last half 
of page 5 to end of first full 
paragraph, page 6; the full 
paragraph on page 7; first 
full paragraph page 8 to end 
of second line, page 10 . 

4. God Passes By: page 49 to 
end of paragraph top of page 
52; Nabil's NarTative: page 
512 (first full paragraph) to 
end of third line, page 514; 
beginning of second para
graph page 514 to top of il· 
lustration, page S17. 

S. God Passes By: beginning 
first full paragraph page 0'4 
to end of paragraph runoing 
into page 55; beginning first 
full paragraph page 56 to 
middle of page 57. 

6: Gleanings: XXXI (pages 74-
75); LXXVI, page 144 to end 
of first full paragraph, page 
146. 

7. God Passes By: pages 275-277. 

CLOSING PRAYERS 
8. Prayer revealed by the Bab: 

"Is there any remover of dif~ 
ficulties u

; Prayers and Medi
tations, pages 84-86 (Magnify 
Thou, 0 Lord") to end of 
page 86. 

The portrait of the Bab will be 
shown to the believers present on this 
occasion. 
3. The N aiional Public Meeting 

This gathering will take place in 
Temple Foundation Hall at 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday, iuly 9, 1950, replacing the 
regular weekly lecture scheduled at 
that time. 

While the chairman and speakers 
are not yet chosen, the pattern of 
the public meeting has been ap
proved and is reported here in case 
local committees would like to adopt 
the same type of program. (The lo
cal public meeting can be held at 
any convenient time between July 
9 and July 15). 

A. A Baha'i chairman to preside. 
B. First topiC: "A Century of 

World Crisis/' by a prominent non
Baha'i sympathetic to the aims of 
the Faith. This talk to trace the de
velopment of world crisis through 
science, education and civilization. 

C. The second topic: "The Mar
try-Prophet of a New World Faith." 
This talk t by a Ba.b.3. ti, to present the 
essential points in the Life, Mission 
and Martyrdom of the Bab. 

D. Tbe third topic: "A Century of 
Spiritual Revival." A Baha'i speaker 
to emphasize the hope and guidance 
brought by Baha'u'llilh and His cre
ation of a.new world order. It offsets 
the outer rise of crisis by the inner 
renewal 

4. A Centenary Memorial 
In addition to the meetings, the 

Centenary calls for wide publicity 
both local and national, and the Pub
lic Relations Committee has been re
quested to carry out this part of the 
program. A pamphlet on the Bab 
suitable for free distribution at the 
public meetings is to be issued. Ar
rangements under which local As
semblies and groups can obtain a 
supply will be announced as soon 
as possible. 

A Centenary Committee has been 
appointed consisting of Horace Hol
ley, chairman, Dr. Katherine K. 
True and Carl ScheIDer, to carry 
out the plans and conduct the two 
national meetings in the House of 
Worship. 

-NATIDNAL SPmrnrAL ASSEMMY 

Identify Archives Material 
The National Archives Committee 

respectfully requests that the friends 
try to be more careful about the ex
explanatory data accompanying 
rna terial sent by them for permanent 
keeping. 

Each item should have with it a 
detailed explanation or complete in
formation, so that it is understand
able and can be properly filed or 
placed in the Archives. 



Analysis of Our Funds 
The very heavy sacrifices of the 

friends during the past year have 
carried our financial operations for
ward in a steady manner - invok
ing the praise of our Beloved Guard~ 
ian, and even causing him to indi
cate he could see us gaining the 
goals ahead. 

We have not, however, achieved 
those goals. Increased contributions, 
resolves, and heavier sacrifices are 
needed - in the critical months 
ahead if we are fully to complete 
our tasks. 

Following is an analysis of the 
Temple Interior Construction Fund, 
from which Temple construction is 
paid for; and of our General Fund, 
which must carry all other activities 
of the Faith, such as teachlng in 
Europe, Latin-America and the 
United States, administration, as 
well as the numerous other responsi
bilities of Baha'i community life. 

TEMPLE mTERIOR 
CONSTRUCTION FUND 
Total estimated cost to 

complete interior ...... $860,000.00 
Paid as of 

December 31, 1949 .... 195,133.00 
Amount still to be paid .. 664,867.00 
Cash on hand ............ 421,003.00 
Balance to be paid for 

out of future income .... 243,864.00 
Unpaid Resolves ......... 196,854.00 
Amount which must be 

raised by Decernber 31, 
1950, by contributions 
outside of present re-
solves, or by new 
resolves ................ 46,990.00 

BAHA'i NEWS 

GENERAL FUND 
Budget - May 1, 1949 to 

November 30, 1949 .... 
Contributions received .. 
Deficit ................. . 

(This is a cash deficit, 
as our expenses paid 
out of the General 
Fund have amounted 
to a little more than 
the budget of $87,500.00 
for the period May 1 to 
Nov. 30, 1949) 

To balance the budget 
for $150,000.00 by 
April 30, 1950, we 
require contributions 
in the five month 
period, Dec. 1, 1949 to 
April 30, 1950 of .... .. 

This means monthly 
contributions must be 
received in the 
General Fund of ..... . 

87,500.00 
64,351.00 
23,149.00 

85,649.00 

17,130.00 
For the first seven months of the 

Baha'i fiscal year, the friends con
tributed an average of $9,193.00 to 
the General Fund. It is thus, clear, 
if we are to complete our budget in 
the General Fund by April 30, 1949, 
we must increase our contributions 
to the General Fund during this five 
months period by 85%. 

We thus have a standard each one 
can use to measure whether we are 
fulfilling our own responsibility to 
the General Fund. Whatever amount 
we have contributed to the General 
Fund in the past, should be in
creased by 85%; and any who have 
not contributed to the General Fuod, 
through their local Assembly, should 
establish a practice of doing so regu-

Score to Date February 15, 1950 
on Response to the Temple Fund 

Estimated , 
GJ'OUp Number, for %: y~rs 
$400 139 ...... , ................... $1l1,200.00 
$100 528 .......................... $l05,6()(),OO 
$ 25 546 ........ _ . __ .............. $ 29,800.00 
*Speeial 1076 .... ' ... _ . __ ............... $241,526.69 

Total. 2289_ ......................... $488,126.69 
Received. against aI>ove resolves ................. $309,711.52 

• All resolyes not falling in other three categories. 
Many friends have asked if they could send in their next years 
resolve now_This would be very helpful. 

-TREASURER 
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lariy. Local Assemblies can likewise 
rneasure their efforts with regard to 
the General Fund by the standard 
of an increase of 85% over the pre
vious seven months. 

Perhaps a word of explanation is 
necessary with regard to the two 
funds - the General Fund and the 
Temple Interior Construction Fund. 
The General Fund is supported al
most exclusively from contributions 
received from local Assemblies and 
Groups, while the Temple Interior 
Construction Fund is supported by 
payment of resolves and special con
tributions. 

Many friends are associating their 
loved ones who have passed on with 
the Temple Interior Construction 
Fund, by rnaking special gifts in 
their names. The Master has told us 
that gifts made in the name of a de
parted one bring special blessings to 
that one in the Abha Kingdom. 

'Abdu'l-Baha said, "The progress 
of man's spirit in the divine world, 
after the severance of its connec
tion with the body of dust, is through 
the bounty and grace of the Lord 
alone, or through the intercession 
and the sincere prayers of other hu
man souls, or through the charities 
and important good works which are 
performed in its name." (Some An
sWeTed Questions, p. 278.) 

The analysis given above, dear 
friends, rnakes it clear that while 
the American Baha'is have achieved 
tremendous gains in the fulfillment 
of their tasks, we have by no means 
reached the goal, and that renewed 
and ever greater sacrifice is re
quired. We need $46,990.00 in new re
solves to cornplete the Temple In
terior Construction Fund, and we 
must increase our contributions to 
the General Fund 85% during the 
balance of the BahA'i fiscal year. 

Feasts: 

Treasurer, 
NATIONAL SPIlUTUAL ASSImoIBLY 

Calendar 

Mar.2-'AIa'-Loftiness 
Begin 19-day Fast 

Mar. 21-Baha-Splendor . 
Naw-Ruz, Suspend Work 
End 19-day Fast, . 
Begin new year 107 

NSA Meeting: 
Mar. 24, 25, 26 
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Reservations for 
Annual Convention 

Believers planning to attend the 
National Convention are urged to 
act immediately on their hotel or 
room reservations. 

Those who wish to stay in pri
vate homes are requested to write 
the Housing Committee at 221 
Sheridan Road, Wilmette, Ill. 

Hotel reservations are to be 
made by believers direct. If you 
wish a hotel reservation for the 
Convention period you can malle 
your own arrangement with any 
of the following hotels: 
The Evanston Hotel, 
840 Forest Ave., Evanston, Ill. 
The Evanshire Hotel, 
860 Hinman Ave., Evanston, Ill. 
The North Shore Hotel, 
1611 Chicago Ave., Evanston, Ill. 
The Orrington Hotel, 
1515 Sherman Ave., Evanston, m. 
The Georgian Hotel, 
422 Davis Street, Evanston, IiI. 
The Ridgeview Hotel, 
901 Maple Ave., Evanston, Ill. 

Deposit must accompany Hotf:l 
reservations. 

1950 Convention 
Housing Committee 

The Master's Testament 
for Teaching Applicants 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has received a cablegram from the 
Guardian which states: "Advise im
mediate publication (of) full text 
(of) Testament for use admission all 
applicants (for) membership." 

Copies of !be full text have been 
available for ten years, and a copy 
has been given every enrolled be~ 
liever. Copies have also been sent to 
other believers who for some reason 
did not possess a copy of the earlier 
edition. 

This informs the friends that the 
full text of the Will and Testament 
is to be used in the preparation of 
applicants for enrollment. 

-NATJONAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 

Believers Can Order Complete 
Text of Will and Testament 
The Publishing Committee has 

been authorized to sell copies of the 
printed pamphlet containing the full 
text of the Master's Will and Testa
ment. The Committee will not list 
this publication in its catalog be
cause it is not for 'sale to non
Baha'is. Price per copy, -25c. 

MARCH, 1950 

Appeal for Convention 
Reporters 

The National Assembly 
wishes to receive word from 
volunteers able to help re
cord stenographically the 
transactions of the 1950 Con
vention, April 27, 28, 29, 30. 

The cost of enga ging a 
professional reporter was re
ferred to the Guardian last 
year. He replied: "He does 
not feel too large a sum 
should be expended for the 
verbatim report of the Con
vention during these two 
years of rigid economy; 
could not some of the be
lievers who are capable of 
doing such work volunteer 
their services? This would 
make it possible to have the 
report, and the cost would 
only be for paper. Otherwise 
it should be given up. "_ 

The NSA hopes that sev
eral Baha'i workers able to 
record convention proceed
ings will volunteer to act, so 
that the four days of session 
can be shared. 

In writing the National Of
fice please state your train
ing and experience. 

Literature for the Blind 
The committee on Baha'I Service 

for the Blind anJ:lounces the comple
tion of The Reality of Man in Braille 
Grade One and a Half. Copies may 
be purchased for $3.00 a copy. 

Please send orders to Baha'i Serv
ice for the Blind, 616 North Oxford 
Avenue, Los Angeles 4, California. 

Warning to Believers 
The New Orleans Assembly bas 

advised the NSA that a man known 
as W. Jean Bolles introduced himself 
as a Baha'i who had lost his creden
tials. He claimed San Francisco as 
his community. Alter borrowing 
funds he left without notice. 

In San Francisco recenUy a Jack 
Downes of New York, also tempo
rarily without credell,uals from his 
Assembly, borrowed 30ney from be
lievers and likewise left unexpect
edly. 

The New York Assembly reports 
that a new believer t Jack Downes, 
is wanted by the police for theft in 
Albany. They advise that the friends 
be warned not to lend him any 
money. 

There is a possibility that Downes 
and Bolles are one and the same per· 
son. In any event, the friends are 
reminded that the Baha'i stalus of 
travelers personally unknown to the 
community visited is contingent 
upon possession of credentials from 
a local Assembly or from the NSA. 

Further information bearing upon 
this person or persons should be sent 
to the National Office. 

A Correction in 
The BaM', Warld, Vol. X 

On page 131 of Vol X of The 
Balui'! World recently puh!ished 
is an article, '~The Significance 
of the first Baha'i Century", the 
authorship of which is attrib
uted to Archdeacon George 
Townshend. This is an error, as 
the statement is by Shoghi Ef
fendi, and was written as his 
Foreword to God Passes By. 
(The Introduction written for 
that book was by Dr. Town
shend). 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 

World Bellglon nay was observed by the Baha'is 01 Pi Idem __ 's home tewa, 
lDdepeodence, Mo. with • d.iDDer and forum in the Amerlcau Le.rioD BaUdh .. ", well 
publicized by a pa~ leogfll siD&'le 00_ '" free aDd paid material In !be local 

paper. . 
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This aUraoCive display of the Babi and Baha'i dispensatiODS was the culmioat;bag 
poIM 01 aD art exb1blllon depicting the "EvolWiOll of Religion", the theme .... ed by 
the Anchorage communily for World ReUgioo Day. An est1m.a.ted !to visitors viewed 
the an objects aDd sacred books of the iDdIvtdaal dJsp]&yW. for BiDduism. Judaism., 
Budtfhism~ CoDfucianism, ZoI"Ola8biaDism. Mohammedanism, Christianity, Babism. 
aDd The Baha'i Faith. The Golden Rules {)f each religion gave a 1hread of COD
_tv 10 the exhibits aDd recorded salon mnsic _shed a p1easiug backgronnd. 
All 8 by 11 foot (Jonfw,lan Temple hanging worked with gold thread drew D1ADY 
people because of its mention In tbe newspaper publicity. Persona-J invitations to 
&he cler&'Y aDd. Fon Ricbardson army Chaplains were extended. aDd frleuds of 
BaI!i.'is ._bated greally to the exb1biis with one BwIdhisl priest, IIaDs A_, 
of the Zend sect. presidIDg at that table 10 answer queries. TIwse attending de
scribed the displays as inspiring, educational, and a great iribu'le to the BaJui,'i Fal1b... 

Publie Relations Report 
On World Religion Day 

The committee wishes that every 
believer could see the letters and 
press clippings received from As
semblies and groups - reporting 
results of their efforts for W <>rld Re
ligion Day. The committee has filled 
orders lor material wanted by 110 
Assemblies, groups and Regi<>nal 
Teachlng Committees. World Reli
gion Day press notices have been 
sent in up to February 4 by 71 As
semblies and groups. 

Analyzing these results, the com
mittee notes fua t more copies of a 
national Bah .. 'i release have ap· 
peared in l<>eal papers through the 
initiative of the local believers than 

ever before, and in most cases the 
entire text was used. There is no 
truer criterion of "press accept
ance" than this test of how many 
papers are interested in using a re
lease devoted to a national theme 
unaided by connection with some
thing important locally. Large and 
small papers, east, west, north and 
south, have helped the American 
Bah .. 'is launch World Religion Day 
as a significant annual event. This 
means that the good notices re
ceived this year will carryover and 
assure favorable response next year 
and thereafter. It means that a 
paper which paid no attention to 
World Religion Day this year can 
next year be shown so much evi-
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dence of national press interest that 
the appr<>ach in 1951 will be much 
easier than in 1950. 

Going over the letters received by 
the committee, it is evident that 
many co=unities felt a stimulUS 
and an -encouragement to conduct a 
public meeting on a theme offering 
them a basis for favorable contact 
with the local public. Some write 
that it was the best meeting ever 
held in their city. The full story 
would include reports 00 World Re
ligion Day programs and displays 
which are outside the province of 
this committee. To sum up: when· 
ever Baha'is, locally or nationally. 
make use of themes which harmon· 
ize a teaching with some eiement 
of public awareness, they have a sit· 
uation which can be exploited 
through public channel8----ilress, 
radio, displays, etc.; and this, who 
ever accomplishes it, is Baha'i pub-
lic relations. It is reasonable to hope 
that World Religion Day can evolve 
into an annual BaM'i event produc
tive of serious and widespread pub
lic interest. 

-BAHA'i PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Baba'i in tbe News 
This title carries along the prac

tice begun by the Public Relations 
Committee years ago to list all reo 
ferences to the Faith made by non· 
Baha'is in books, magazines, press 
and other public channels. 

The GTand Rapids Pres., Dec. 26, 
published an illustrated story about 
a local craftsman, Mr. GerrU T. 
DeY<>ung, who had completed work 
on his hand·carved model of the 
Baha'i Temple. N<>t a believer, Mr_ 
DeYoung had been attracted by the 
beauty of the Temple picture run 
by the Chicago Tribune, and used 
that illustration as his model. Arkan· 
sas Democrat, Little Rock, Novem
ber 13, contained a Baha'i feature 
article, illustrated, by George Leiper 
in its Sunday Magazine. In Boston 
Sundall Post, October 30 appears a 
long interview with Matthew Bullock 
of the Massachusetts State Parole 
Board. Mr. Bullock's reputation has 
been further enhanced by a recent 
reference to him in Atlantic Month
ly. The Bulletin of the University of 
Minnesota, General Extension Divi
sion, 1949-1950, Jist a course on 
"Comparative Religious Thought To
day," I and n. Course I includes 
Baha'i among the "living religions of 
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the world presented by leading ad
vocates of each religion." The Voice 
of AmeTican Women., published at 
Portland, Oregon, reprints the Mas
ter's Prayer for All Nations and His 
Prayer for America, in its issue of 
February-March, 1949. A sentence 
from the writings of Bah;' 'u'IlOh was 
also used. The editor explains that 
the prayers were published at the 
request of se,'eral delegates to the 
recent meeting of the Portland Fed
eration of Women's Clubs at which 
the president, Mrs. Dorothy Sanford 
Wilson, presented the prayers. 

Youth Needed for 
Temple Guiding 

Shoghi Effendi said, "No greater 
demonstration can be given to the 
people of both continents of the 
youthful vitality and the vibrant 
power animating the life and the 
institutions of the nascent Faith of 
Bah .. 'u'llab than an intelligent, per
sistent and effective participation of 
the Baha'i Youth of every race, na
tionality and class, in both the teach
ing and administrative spheres of' 
Baha'i activity/' 

For an opportunity to train your· 
self in teaching the Faith, guiding in 
the Temple offers a real chance to 
"learn by doing." Guide courses are 
available on request and some actual 
experience guiding in the Temple 
afterward might make the great 
difference btween timidity and con
fidence. An immeasurably valuabl .. 
way to spend a weekend, or a few 
days of summer vacation. 

There are many colleges in the 
Temple area-Northwestern Univer
sity, University of Chicago and ot.'>
ers; there are the Great Lakes Naval 
Training Station and Ft. Sheridan. 
Many of these young people visit 
the Temple and they like to be 
greeted and guided through by other 
young people. 

Write for further information to: 
'I'EMPLE PROGRAM COMMITrEI' 

Mrs. H. Hilpert 
924 Judson Ave., 

Evanston, Ill. 

In Memoriam 
Mr. John Griewank, El Monte Twp., 

Calif.. 11-23-49 
Mrs. Laura Moravec, .Chicago, ill,. 

12-1:H9 
Mr. Edward A. Myers, Hamburg Twp., 

N.Y., 11-30-49 
Mr. Ezra jasper Smith, Dallas, Texas, 

12-2-49 
Mr. John Henry Crawford, Dallas, Texas. 

H4-50 

MAaCH,195O 

Baha'j Community of Rome, Italy. Taken December 23. 1949. on the occaston of the 
visit of Mrs. Marion Little and Mr. Robert. R. Mew. 

European Friends 
Plan Summer Schools 

In his ca hIe message to the Brus
sels Coillerence last August, the 
Guardian mentioned. as one of the 
immediate objectives of the newly 
established European Assemblies, 
the initiation of regional summer 
schools. Therefore, The European 
Teaching Committee plans to have 
the third European Teaching Con
ference to be held in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, from July 24 through July 
26, followed immediately by a Sum
mer School session from July 27 
through July 29. The Guardian has 
said that these European Teaching 
Conferences are the precursors of 
the great global gatherings which 
will be held in the future, and there
fore he wishes these Conferences to 
be completely international in char
acter. For this reason the Confer
ence and the Summer School will 
be entirely separate. They fall within 
the same week only as a matter of 
convenience for the friends coming 
from the different countries. The 
main objective of the Summer School 
is to assist the new believers to un
derstand the functions and the con
duct of summer schools. Eventually 
each country will establish its own 
Summer School. This is indeed a 
mighty step forward in the consoli
dation of the Faith in Europe! 

J obn and Eunice Shurcliffe and 
their small daughter Frances have 
recently returned from Belgium 
where they have spent almost three 
years as pioneers in Brussels. . Be
cause of their selfless and devoted 

service there, they have left a 
strong, active and wrlfied Commu
nity to carryon. 

Mildred and George Clark have 
recently gone fr<un Oslo, Norway to 
Amsterdam, Holland, and Mrs. 
Amelia Bowman has been trans· 
ferred from Stockholm, Sweden to the 
Oslo Community. Mary and Edward 
Bode have been transferred from 
Amsterdam to Lisbon, Portugal, to 
work with that Community. Mrs. 
Hazel Pennington has recently reo 
turned home from Spain where she 
did outstanding work in Madrid. 

Mrs. Arna True Perron sails on 
February 15 for Europe. She will go 
directly to Switzerland to assist Miss 

. Honor Kempton in the Geneva 
E.T.C. office. Later she will travel 
as an itinerant teacher to other of the 
goal countries. 

-EUROPEAN TEAcHING COMMITI'EE 

Letter to a Bishop 
George Townshend, author of "The 

Old Churches and the New World 
Faith" and many other pamphlets 
and bookS, wrote the following letter 
to the Bishop of Utah, the head of 
the diocese in which he was or
dain ed in 1906: The letter was writ
ten on the occasion of Mr. Town
shend's formal withdrawal from the 
Church. We reprint it from the 
Baha'i News Bulletin of Au.ITalill 
and New Zealand. 

"In the year 1906 I was ordained 
to the priesthood of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in America by the 
late Right Reverend F. S. Spalding, 
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Meeting the Crisis 
"Study the Word" 

For many years one of the most loved compilations 
of the Baha'i teachings has been The Divine Art of 
Living. We urge this a s your point of study and re
lIection for the months of March and April. 

This book brings together many of the finest quota
tions in the Baha'i writings about the spiritual prob

. lems of everyday living. A careful study will bring 
greater insight into how to live as a Baha'i. 

New Study Outline 

Mrs. Marian Lippitt has made an outline for study 
of The Divine Art of Living. It covers seven periods 
which may be used for individual study or for group 
discussion. She has approached the contents of the 
book from the pcint of view of what the Faith offers an 
individual. 

The National Programming Committee is able to 
offer free copies of this outline to any believer who 
sends in a self-addressed stamped envelope to 

MRs. MYRTLE WENDLER, SecretaTY 

NATIONAL PROGRAM:MI:NG COMMlT'rE'E 

3302 Warner Avenue 

Chicago 18, lllinois 

Be sure to put six cents in stamps on the self
addressed envelope. Copies will be sent free as long 
as the supply lasts. 

Sample Lesson 

Understanding Yourself Better 
Page Sec. 

OPENING PRAYER ....................... ~ 14 
j~In man there are two natures; his 
spiritual or higher nature and his 
material or lower nature. In one he 
approaches God, in the other he 
lives for the world alone." 

1. What determines the direction of a per-
son's development? ................. 24 13 

2. What will happen if we became domi-
nated by the instinct of self-preser-
vation or our animal nature? ....... 119 35 

3. How is our spiritual nature quickened?. 43 4 
4. What special instructions have we for 

developing our higher nature? ...... 81 20-1 
79 14 

5. What can the "meditative faculty" do 
for man? ............................ 39 51 

6. What is the difference that "spiritual 
birth" makes in a person? .......•.. 14 2 

7. What is your soul, and what two alter-
natives does it have? ............... 123 2 

8. Where does the responsibility for my 
faith in God lie? .................... 51 14 

9. How can "nervousness" be avoided.? ... 58 14 
10. 'What is my duty as a "seekerH? ........ 82 4 

1st par. 

11. What is the most impcrtant knowledge 
in this life? ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 99 4 

102 10 

To show the approach worked out by Mrs. Lippitt 12. How can one know God? ................ 101 7 
as well as the value of this study outline, here is a CLOSING PRAyER ......................... 25 15 

sample lesson: 

at that time Bishop of Salt Lake. I 
took charge of Provo Mission near 
Salt Lake City, but after some years 
returned to Ireland where I entered 
the service of the Church of Ireland 
and became incumbent of Ahas
cragh, Archdeacon of Clonfert and 
Canon of St. Patrick's Cathedral, 
Dublin. 

"I have now identified myself with 
the Faith of Bahit'u'llBh, and that I 
might do so have resigned my place 
in the Church of Ireland. In order 
that my posi tien may be unequivocal 
I send this letter to you to relinquish 
the American Orders which I re
ceived in 1906. 

"It is with very real regret that I 
loosen in any way my· old and pre
cious associations with the Ameri
can Ministry. My motive is to -be 

loyal to Christ as I know Him and 
to give to His Church the best serv
ice which in the special circum
stances I have to offer. It is my set
tied conviction that the Glad Tidings 
brought by the Prophet of Persia, 
Baha'u'llilh, represent the promised 
return of Christ; that Christ is and 
has ever been through all our diffi
culties in our midst though we have 
recognized Him not; that the Chris
tian Churches in recent years have 
missed their way, and have lost their 
hold on human hearts because they 
are out of touch with their Lord; 
and that the path back to Him and 
to His Father lies wide open before 
them though they have chosen not 
to walk in it. I feei I must make any 
sacrifice in order to be free to help 
in transmitting to my fellow-Chris-

NATIONAL PROGRAM MD'lG COM:ME"I'EE 

tians a Message which presents the 
one and ouly hope of respiritualizing 
mankind and rebuilding the social 
order. 

"I published some years ago two 
books on the relationship of the 
Baha'i Teachings to Christianity: 
uThe Promise of All Ages" and uThe 
Heart of the Gospel". With this let
ter I enclose a shorter statement on 
the subject, directed especially to 
yourself as head of the diocese in 
which I was ordained. It is really ad
dressed to all Christian people since 
its message vitally concerns every 
one of them, and I propose to send 
copies of it to a number of repre
senta tive members of the two great 
Communions for which I have had 
the high privilege of working. 

(Signed) GEOBOJ: TOWNSRIlND 
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Carload of smaU bay tracery casts for Temple Interior. 

Consultation Report 
Last summer the National Assem

bly invited the believers to write in 
their ideas and suggestions concern
ing four general questions. Re
sponses from individuals, groups, 
and assemblies totaled 264 letters. 
The National Assembly was de
lighted at the amount and quality of 
the letters received. In every case 
an effort had been made to advance 
one or more positive ideas. 

Personal responses have been 
made to all these letters over a pe
riod of some weeks. This was done 
after a special committee had read 
and studied all the letters_ Some of 
the suggestions received have been 
passed on to various national com
mittees. Some ideas have been 
t.urned over to the Convention 
agenda committee. 

Now the National Assembly wants 
to share with all the believers the 
results of this consultation by mail. 
The following summary report has 
been prepared_ Under each of the 
four headings below are brief sum
mary answers of suggestions re
ceived; a.lso included are direct quo
tations taken from many of the let
ters. A final section consists of direct 
quotations from letters which are 
grouped under the heading "Sugges
tions to Local Assemblies." 

All these letters reflect a spirit of 

eagerness and devotion which shows 
that the American believers are de
termined to achieve their goals in 
service to Baha'u'llBh. 

-NATIONAL SPIItlTUAL AssEMBLY 

1. How t() spread the Teaehings: 
Live the Life-Be an example to 

others. 
Emphasize our high moral stand

a rds-by living them. 
Manifest Baha'i Love in all our as

sociations. 
Seek the Holy Spirit to confirm 

new contacts. 
Deepen your Faith so as be a bet

ter vehicle for teaching. 
Broaden contacts daily. 
Attend liberal meetings, etc., for 

new contacts. 
Bring up the word "Baha'iu in 

every conversation. 
Determine to "Give the Message" 

at least once a week. 
Show enthusiasm in "Giving the 

Message." 
Prayer is a powerful instrument 

in teaching. 
Pray for guidance. 
Pray for confirmation of contact 

or student. In all public efforts, all 
members of the area should pray for 
its confirmation and success-that 
new souls will be If quickened." 

Study teachings regularly-partic
ularly as they apply to current 
events-so we may explain Bahli'i 

answers-and Goals. 
Organize Discussion Groups. 
All Public Meetings to be well ar

ranged in attractive Halls, etc. Have 
good speakers. If questions per
mitted, have qualified person an
S"'1,\rer. 

Use a series of Public Meetings_ 
For example, comparative religions. 

Distribute literature freely. 
Use radio more freely and regu

larly. 
Plan effective and continwng 

newspaper campaigns. 
Use Audio-Visual materials more 

frequently. 
Observe Holy Days-advising our 

associates what they are--and why 
we observe them. Parents advise 
teachers why children remain at 
home on Holy Days. 

Unity among the friends is a basic 
necessity to spreading the Faith. 
Direct Quotations: 

"One thing every Saha'i and every 
Bahe. 'i group should remember is 
that, even though we may not at 
times seem to be making any pro
gress, we must not become disillu· 
sioned, and that a graceful follow
through is as important as the orig
inal swing, even should it somewhat 
miss the mark. By a continuous and 
constantly unremitting effort we 
cannot but succeed." 

"Our community discovered that 
during our growing years, concen
trated effort on week-long Teaching 
Projects was effective. This plan 
was built around the visit of an out
standing Baba'; teacher, who could 
give public talks, be an inspiration 
to fireside groups, and help confirm 
'on the fence' believers." 

"One of the best ways, already 
pr()ved, is through meetings_ The 
meetings should be large for the 
public, fair-sized by invitation, and 
small for complicated inquirers. The 
important thing is not the size but 
that the meetings should be alive_ 
People will go where there is life 
and beauty and spirituality; they 
will stay away where there is death 
and decay and DO true spiritualIty _" . 

"Too often believers give cold 
facts about world order and carry 
no spiritual power." 

"Funerals: Regard every funeral 
as an opportunity for giving the 



message._ Abandon doleful music. 
Don't leave arrangemeI!-ts up to an 
undertaker; he will follow Christian 
ceremonies and traditions of gloom. 
Us~ young Baha'i ushers with bright 
faces. Keep the coffin lid closed. 
Don't parade to the cemetery; just 
meet there. Keep the talks joyful. 
Remember the quotation on page 227 
of the Iqan: 'Wish for death, if ye 
are men of truth.' " 

"Baba'i Holy Days: Don't just 
keep a child out of school on these 
days. Write a letter, in advance, to 
the attendance officer requesting 
that the child be excused. He'll have 
to go to the vice-principal, and the 
principal, and call in the child, and 
probably go to the board of educa
tion. Maybe the child will have an 
opportunity to give the message. In 
one instance this method has re
sulted in a number of people hear
ing of the Faith." 
2. How to develop the solidarity of 
the American Baha'i Community: 

Firmness in the Covenant. 
Unity in all communitieS-bedrock 

of solidarity. 
Realize our administrative order 

is Divine. 
Greater consultation between indio 

viduals and administrative bodies. 
Be impersonal in consultation -

seek reality rather thao acceptance 
of our own view. 

Be active - lethargy creates in
difference and dissatisfaction. 

Have complete confidence in each 
other. 

See only good in all services. 
Be enthusia stic over spiritual vic

tories of others. 
See help in our own efforts to 

serve the Faith. 
Be humble. 
Show a sincere interest in our fel

low believers and serve them. 
Contact Regional believers as of

ten as possible and draw them into 
the flow of activity and spiritual 
confirmation. 

Have more Inter-Assembly or Re
gional Gatherings. 

Attend all 19 Day Feasts. 
Attend the State and Annual Con

ventions. 
More meetings for Baha'is on)y

to deepen fellowship - discuss serv
ices to the Faith, aod experiences 
in our activities. 

More social contacts among the 
believers. 

BAHA'i NEWS 

Evaluate Bah8.'is lor special tasks... 
Live the Life. 

Direct Quotations: 
"I suggest as a remedy a 

stronger emphasis. on the organized 
teaching work, so that it may be· 
come imperative that all students 
must contact a number of teachers 
before enrollment. Individual effort 
should attract and interest but no 
one should be enrolled without at
tending study classes conducted by 
a series of teachers .... Every stu
dent should learn as a basic mini
mum his responsibility toward the 
Cause as it effects his personal life t 

his relationship to the Administra
tive Order and his relatiooship 
toward his government and the non· 
Baha'i world around him." 

"1. Have a meeting at which each 
of the friends brings his treasure. 
Let him tell about it - show it off. 
The treasure may be a tablet, a let
ter from the Guardian, a sacred 
relic, a rare book, or a quotation 
from the Star of the West. Briog the 
believers into the stream of life of 
the community. 

H2. Prepare a list of simple ques· 
tions on the history and priociples of 
the Faith. Choose up sides and have 
a spelling bee. 'Vie with one an
other.' 

"3. Have a 'get-together' where 
each one present recites something 
he's learned if it be only the noon
day prayer. Encourage effort by 
applauding those who 'stumble' be· 
cause of effort beyond capacity. 

"4. Have a meeting -at which each 
person present tells of some out
standing job of teaching, or of giv
ing the message, by some othe?" 
Baha'i. Compare experiences in giv
ing the message." 

"We will practice self-discipline in 
our consultation periods; we will en
deavor to develop our independent 
thinkiog. Through our study of the 
administrative procedure, we will 
strive to gaio spiritual poise, thus 
learn to think and act with our mem
bers. We will practice patience, 
working in tmlty. n 

"We will share responsibilities 
with each other, resolving to be co· 
operative, and share in the building 
of the Kingdom of God upon earth." 

"The first step up Jacob's ladder 
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has been an organized program of 
deepening, revolving about the nine
teen-day feasts: . . . We have 
announced the themes of the feast 
readings with an explanation of their 
purposes. Several feasts ago the sub
ject was perfection in general. Now, 
following that, we are teaching the 
specific perfections through the cre
ative Words." 

"Consultation is the backbone of 
the administration. With the end in 
view of drawing all the believers 
ioto the orbit of Baha'i activity, we 
have asked two believers each feast 
to give two·minute talks on any 
phase of the Faith (without nQtes)." 

"I believe that at the present 
time, judging by my own commu
nity, the Baha',s do not meet each 
other sufficiently in social gather
ings other than those connected with 
the Nineteen-Day Feast. We must 
develop social programs which will 
enable us to know each other bet
ter and to love each other more." 

3. How to Release more Spiritual 
Power: 

Live the Life. 
Prayer is the touchstone of the 

Hearts. 
Pray to become a channel through 

which the Holy Spirit may flow. 
Meditation - opens doors to spiri

tual development - and releases 
spiritual power. 

Deepen ourselves in the Faith. 
Be selfless - so the spirit can use 

us. 
Examine our motives so as to pu

rify our lives and intentions. 
Demonstrate such love that the 

Holy Spirit must be attracted. 
Show consistent courtesy and tol

erance towards our fellow workers. 
Teach continuously - teaching re

leases creative forces of God. 
Unity of Assemblies and Commu

nities necessary to show Baba'i 
spirit. 

Observe all Holy Days. 
Consult more freely on all our re

spoosibilities. 
Be impersonal io our consultations 

- so we may find God's Will rather 
than our own. 
Direct Quotation:. 

"We believe in the equal worth of 
all believers - each as a unique 
product of God's love and law - giv
iog -theD!- equal opportunity to ex
press _themselves and to participate 
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according to their ability to do, and 
capacity to learn what and how to 
do." 

"Close and constant communion 
with Ule Source of spiritual power, 
and application of divine teachings 
on the spiritual life - at home, at 
work, and in all of our associations 
both in and outside the Baha'i com
munity." 

··We cannot release spiritual 
power until we first empty our lives 
from all prejudices and refill our 
hearts with the love of GOO, practice 
the teachings, so that this love will 
30 master our lives that those who 
are seeking the truth will come to 
us for companionship, thus we will 
be able to teach the Cause." 

"Pray to become a worthy chan
nel, to be purged of self, to be
come a magnet to attract divine con
firmations." 

"Love each other for His sake.?' 

4. How to assure completion of the 
7·Year PIan: 

Live the Life. 
Pray for guidance and confirma

tion. 
Meditation. 
Completion of Plan - mwt be our 

first objective in Life. 
Planned sacrifice and service. 
Seek sacrifice as a constructive 

step in our spiritual development. 
Contribute regularly to the Funds. 
Strict economy in our daily living. 
Attend all Feasts. 
Become channels which the Holy 

Spirit may use. 
Teach all the time and under all 

circumstances. 
Can we serve as Pioneers in new 

lands? 
All must study goals - and have 

them constantly before us. 
Direct Quotation.<: 

"Have as many believers as possi
ble paTticipate in plans, methods for 
carrying them out (organization and 
activities). Try to have well-defined 
jobs z:eady for new believers as soon 
as they are coofirmed so that they 
feel immediately related to the 'big
ness and importance' of the Divine 
Plan." 

"Since most of the committees. in 
the larger cities are working for • one 

MARCH, 1950 

main goal, maximum efficiency in 
teaching, the meeting of all commit· 
tees together with the Assembly at 
least once during its term to discuss 
methods of intercommittee coopera
tion and extent of function would be 
a valuable asset." 

Suggestions to Local Assemblies 
"Don't leave the same people too 

long in their appointed jobs, so that 
cliques harden." 

"When a person offers himself to 
a committee, don't brush him off. 
Put him 00 your list and suggest 
some job for him in connection with 
the oommittee~s work." 

"Don't block personal initiative. 
Don't worry so much about believers 
doing the wrong thing. Even if a few 
boners are pulled, that's better than 
preventing thousands of valuable 
services." 

"Nothing unifies like shared work; 
nothing attracts public attention like 
a group of people working together. 
Total Bah8.'f employment - a suit
able job for every believer - would 
work wonders." 

"Always develop an agenda (for 
the LSA meeting) after prayers and 
before reports are made." 

"Set a time of adjournment after 
considering the probable amount of 
necessary consultation. This set time 
need not be adhered to, but it should 
be aimed at." 

"Regard wa sted time as wasted 
money and wasted opportunity. An 
Assembly can be 'austere' with time 
as well as with funds. Devote at 
least one meetiIig a year to dis· 
cussion of procedure and techniques 
of operation." 

"Inculcate the idea that unless we 
make mistakes we 'are not progres
sive. " 

"Schedule a 'visiting hour' im
mediately following adjournment so 
that a kindly chairman may say, 
'That is a most :interesting story t but 
let's save it for the visiting-hour, do 
you mind?' n 

---
"Make an effort to inform near·by 

isolated believers of the feasts and 
special public meetings." 

Latin America 
At the State Conventions in J anu

ary, a National Spiritual Assembly 
report was presented which dealt 
with the current situation in Latin
America as regards the progress of 
the Cause, and which emphasized 
once again the urgent need for pio' 
neers. The Inter-America Committee 
would now like to review some of 
the facts presented in National Spiri
tual Assembly's message to the 
Stale Conventioos: 

In the 10 countries of South Amer
ica, there are 20 Local Spiritual 
Assemblies; but they are distributed 
in such a way that there are 4 coun
tries with 1 Assembly each, 2 coun
tries with 2 Assemblies each, 1 coun
try with 3 Assemblies, 1 country 
with 4 Assemblies, 1 country with 5 
Assemblies - and 1 country with no 
actual Local Spiritual Assembly at 
all, as of the moment. There are 8 
North-American pioneers in all of 
South America, and three countries 
do not have a single resident North
American teacher. According to the 
report of CEBSA (the National 
Teaching Committee for South 
America) there are 12 experienced 
Latin·American teachers in South 
America - and CEBSA considers 
that there are 3 countries without 
any really experienced native teach
ers. 

In the Central·American area 
(which includes Mexico, Panama 
and the island republics of the Carib
bean), although there are 12 coun
tries, there are only 14 Local Spiri
tual Assemblies - 8 of these coun
tries having 1 Assembly each, 3 
countries having 2 Assemblies each, 
and: again J there is one country 
without an actual, functioning Local 
Spiritual Assembly at present. There' 
are only 5 North-American pioneers 
in this territory at the moment, leav
ing 7 _countries without a single resi
dent North-American teacher. Ac
cording to the report of CEBMA (the 
National Teaching Committee for 
Central America and the Antilles) 
there are 12 experienced Latin
American teachers in this territory, 
but CEBMA considers that there are 
two countries with no experienced 
native te'achers. 

The foregoing may seem to be just 
a collection of statistics - bnl to 
the Inter-America Committee, and to 
the National Spiritual Assembly, 
these "sta listics" tell a very mean· 



ingful story. For we must ask our· 
selves "Could two National Spiritual 

. Assemblies - additional pillars of 
the future International House of 
Justice - be raised and maintained 
on such a foundation?" The answer 
is all too obvious. 

Yet two National Spiritual Assem
blies aTe to come ioto beiog io Latio
America in less than a year and a 
half. Does this mean, then, that we 
may be facing failure io our Latio
American mission? The anSwer to 
this question is not quite as obvious, 
but it is just as definitely "no" as 
the answer to the first question_ The 
preliminary work is almost com
pleted; the difficult task of bringiog 
the Faith into these Latio-American 
countries for the first time and there 
establishing it, lies behind us. We 
have passed througb a spiritual 
"pruniog" which has left the tree 
of the Cause in Latin-America sta tis
tically weaker, but actually mucb 
better able to continue growiog and 
flourishing. For, as the Guardian 
poioted out several months ago, the 
work of the Cause in Latio-America 
is rapidly "approaching its first 
stage of frul tion. " The next few 
months may very well determine 
whether we shall gather the rich, 
bountiful harvest for which we have 
labored, or allow it to go by default 
just before the harvesting season 
arrives. 

The answer lies in the hands of 
the North-American Baha'is. The 
Latin-American friends are eagerly 
looking forward to the establishment 
of their own National Spiritual As
semblies. Though young io the 
Cause, for the most part, they are 
nevertheless devoted, sincere and 
possess great capacity. Despite 
smallness of numbers, despite weak 
Assemblies, despite a limited sup
ply of Bahs. 'i literature in Spanish, 
Portuguese and Frencb - and io the 
face of other conditions much more 
difficult than those we face in the 
United States - the Latin-American 
believers have come a long way in 
the relatively short time that they 
have been in the Cause. Neverthe
less, just as they have required the 
assistance of the North-American 
believers to come this far, they can~ 
not complete their journey to inde
pendent national status unless their 
North-American co-workers continue 
to walk and to work side by side 
with the~: 
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The Latin·American believers 
must learn to fully understand and 
thus be able to effectively utilize, 
the Administrative Institutions of the 
Faith; through working with a resi
dent North-American pioneer, they 
can draw upon and benefit from 
our m ucb greater experience with 
the Administrative Order. 

There are many sincere and de· 
voted Latin-American believers who 
wish to be teacbers of the Cause; 
with the knowledge we have gained 
from both our successes and failures 
in the tea ching field, North-American 
pioneers can very effectively train 
those who are to be the future teacb
ers of the Cause in Latin-America. 

Many of the Sacred Writiogs, as 
well as the Guardian's invaluable 
messages, which are published in 
English, are not yet available in 
Spanish, Portuguese or French, so 
that there are many aspects of the 
Faith with whicb a North-American 
believer is familiar, but which are 
not fully known or understood by the 
friends in Latin-America, simply be
cause of their more limited supply 
of literature. 

A number of Local Spiritual 
Assemblies in Latin America have 
been dissolved; these Assemblies 
must be re-established, especially 
those in the two countries which, at 
the moment, have not one actual, 
functioning Local Spiritual Assem
bly. This can best be accomplished 
through the devoted efforts of N orth
American believers who are experi
enced in teachiog, who know the 
Teacbings, and understand the Ad
ministrative Order. 

Refer again to the information out
lined at the begioniog; read it now 
with the foregoing thoughts in miod; 
and the meaning of these "mere sta
tistics" becomes quite clear: 

We are at a poiot of crisis for the 
Faith in Latin-America. The believ
ers there have amply demonstrated 
their worthiness to have their own 
National Spiritual Assemblies; they 
have repeatedly shown that they 
possess the necessary capacity, the 
love of and devotion to the Cause, 
and the sincere desire to Jearn. to 
grow, to achieve in the path of God's 
Faith. The North-American believers, 
as a result of the development of the 
Cause in the United States, possess 
the experience, the knowledge and 
the understanding whicb alone can 
enable our fellow-believers io Latin-
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America to realize their great 
potentialities. It is only through the 
realization of these potentialities 
that we can be assured of full vic
tory io 1951. 

This, then, is the challenge which 
faces us. Our Latin brothers _ . _ 
our beloved Guardian... Bah3.
'u'lliili Himself - all await our re
sponse. What will it be? 

. -IN"l"ER-AMImCA COMMI'rl"EI: 

Around the Bahii'i World 
CANADA 

(From Canadian BaM'; News) 
Canadian Ba.h.a'i progress was re· 

vealed in a recent report of Emeric 
Sala's sixth westward teachiog trip 
in ten years, duriog October and N 0-

vember, 1949_ Mr. Sala, who lives at 
SI. Lambert, Quebec, journeyed for 
23 days, visiting nine assemblies. In 
1939 there was only one, at Van
couver. 

On the 1939 trip, Mr. Sala visited 
five cities, and gave eight talks to a 
total audience of 250. In 1949, the 
same traveler visited 10 cities, giving 
24 addresses to a total audience of 
over 1,000 people. 

BBITISH ISLES 
(From tne BaM', Journal) 

From the British Isles comes news 
that the first Bah3.'i Spiritual As
sembly of Oxford was established 
November 22nd, 1949_ 

At a subsequent meeting, officers 
were elecied and the Assembly was 
organized with David Hofman, cbair
man; Marion Hofman, vice-chair
man; Philip Hains-worth, secretary; 
Constance Langdon-Davies, treas
urer; and Cyril J' enkerson, librarian. 
Other members included Jane M. 
Campbell, Louisa Charlot, Lizzie 
Hainsworih, and Margaret J enkerson. 
IRAN 

!BaM'l News and Reviews) 
Although success on the home 

front promises to crown their efforts, 
the Baha'is of Iran have had dilIicui
ties in achieving their current aims. 

One report of difficulty inclnded a 
newly-formed Assembly whicb had 
come into existence after mucb pain 
and labor only to be dissolved be
cause same of the members who had 
recently arrived "were Obliged to re
treat because oPPosition by hostile 
elements made their position unten
able." 

Many sucb valiant souls are said 
to have been rendered homeless or 
reduced to poverty because of being 



14 

successively expelled from one place 
after another. 

Restrictions stan<ling in the way of 
establishing assemblies and groups 
in lands adj oining Iran have also 
presented difficulties. Most of the 
friends who managed to travel to 
these territories were forced by the 
authorities to leave the country, 
while the position of those who set· 
tled in goal towns remained precar· 
ious. 

An encouraging n<>te was the very 
successful 4th Annual National Youth 
Conference held las! July in 'fihran, 
at which youth representatives from 
17 regions took part. 
JAPAN 

A very interesting report of BaM'l 
meetings in Japan was recently 
sen! to friends in America by Mrs. 
Barbara Davenport who joined her 
husband in Tokyo where he is sta· 
tioned on an army mission. 

An unusual "Feast of Welcomeu 

was the firs! meeting, held at the 
home of a sister of Mr. Horioka, 
chairman of the Assembly in Tokyo. 
Fourteen of the 25 gathered there 
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were declared Baha'is, while the rest 
were in different degrees of inter
est, or were becoming Baha'is. 

Mrs. Davenport was introduced to 
the group by Dr. Fujisawa, repre· 
sentative to the League of Nations 
in 1921, who had heard of the Faith 
about 15 years ago from Agnes Alex
ander, and who had made his dec· 
laration only six weeks prior to the 
gathering. Mler speeches and re-· 
freshmen!s, a happy discussion pe
riod lasted for two and one-half 
hours. 

The next meeting was the Feast 
of Nashiyyat (Will), held at the home 
of Mr. Horioka. Mr. Inouye, Robert 
Imaglre, Mrs. Mochizuki, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Davenport were among the 
19 present. After five minutes of 
medi ta tion, prayers were handed out 
which Shozo had translated on little 
scraps of paper due to the scarcity 
of printed transJa tions, and the high 
price of paper. Mrs. Davenport de
clared that tremendous love and 
power of the Holy Spirit was poured 
out through these sincere prayers. 

The Home Front 
URBANA, ILL. 

(from American "Baha.'i YouthU 

bulletin) 
HMore discussion of religion, ac

cor<ling to Jerry Lewis, flows over 
the coffee cups in the Union and the 
bull sessions in the dorms than is 
ever mentioned in all the Baha'i cen
ters, churches, and Sunday schools 
combined." Making these remarks 
at a public meeting celebrating Na
tional Youth Day, he further stated: 
"Youth are thinking about religioo 
all the time, and they don't miss a 
single aspect of the problem. They 
discuss the existence of God, the 
place of churches in our society and 
the possibility of solving our univer
sal problems through religion. The 
churches are giving youth a substi
tute for religion in their social activi
ties but they have failed to meet 
youth's demand for solution. to their 
problems through religion." 

SOUTHERN CALIF. RTC 
Meeting in Los Angeles , Nov. 9, 

82 Baha'is, representing 27 commu
nities, examined closely "the part 
each of us plays in the Admin
istrative pattern and how we ·fune
tionin unity and harmony." Their 
method was to move from the small
est unit, the individual, to the 

largest. 
Mrs. Shirley Warde pointed out that 

an isolated Baha'i is really a Baha'i 
Pioneer, proving the practicality of 
this Faith by living it. Miss Beatrice 
Irwin showed the function of Baha'i 
Groups to be that of "g7"ow;nlMloints, 
the living cells from which the whole 
vast structure of the Administrative 
Order grows and expands." Charles 
Wolcott emphasized in the Local 
Baha'i Spiritual Assembly, the im
portance of a frank and free discus
sion, and a one-consciousness, a re
alization that we ·are all working for 
the same thing - the Baha'i World 
Faith. Mrs. Jesma Herbert carried 
the friends from the R TC through 
Area NTC to the plane of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly to stress 
the interlocking coor<lination in stim
ulating groups to become larger and 
form Assemblies, deepen themselves 
in the teachings, and remember 
function of RTC is not administra-· 
'live but teaching assistance. 
N. CALIF. and NEVADA RTC 

In the closing months of the past 
year a great upsurge of collective 
teaching activity came, with four of . 
the smaller Baha'i communities giv
ing series of leoteres presenting 
from four to six' of f'The World's 

Great' Relig:ions. " Carmel overcame 
difficulties to gain audiences of 61 
and 65; Fresno totaled 75 non
Baha'is at three meetings, with 58 
contacts completely new; Sacra
mento averaged 35 for each talk, 
with one young man traveling 50 
miles an evening to attend; and 
Reno, the smallest and most isolated 
of communities, attracted 35 to 40 for 
its series average. 

BRIEFS 
WIC:EflTA, KAN. Germany, Eng

land, France, Iran, China, J apant 

India and Africa are some of the 
nationalities to which this commu
nity has given literature in contact 
work. Sbowing Temple slides in First 
Methodist Church· brings one girl to 
study teachings after she visited 
Temple .... KAN. NEB. MO. RTC 
Teach when you travel; use a cour
teous, friendly approach - "Where 
are you from?" or "Where are you 
going?"-this was brought out at re
cent conference. ". . . there must be 
action to spread the Word and not 
just prayer alone .... " GUILFORD 
VT. Mr. A. J. West showed movies of 
the local school, tied in with those of 
his trip to Europe, then led into a 
Baha'i talk for the audience of 121. 
In MEDFORD, Mass. 100 saw the 
European films. ANTe advised oth
ers try renting· films of local or 
timely interest. . . . BURLINGAME. 
CALIF. A four speaker panel pre
sented, ''Will Mankind· Accept a Com
moo Faith," Nov. 18 to 85 people. 
Claude Petty and Richard Marsh of 
San Mateo Junior College shared 
platform with· Baha'is, Dr. John 
StroessJer and Dr. Robert Gulick ..•. 
GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MICH. 
Three adjoining communities spon
sored Dr. Edris Rice-Wray in a talk, 
"Prescription for Living," -before 
some 150 persons in Grosse Pointe 
Community Center. Announcement 
by radio, newspaper, poster, and per
sooal invitation brought the people 
out, about half non-Baha'is. . . . 
BUTTE, MONT. Initiates novel mode 
of bringing Faith to non-Baha'I chil
dren. Braille exercises made of ffid
den Words and Baha'i Prayers are 
taught to normal children with the 
hope they· will later correspood in 
Braille with blind children of their 
own age-interest group. . . . COLO
RADO SPRINGS, COL. Vincent 
Brown, advocates, in his talk, "Can 
Science and Religion Agree?" , 
the broadening of "departmental 



minds," that is, minds open to some 
subjects and closed completely to 
others. Mr. Brown also spoke to 22 
guests at PUEBLO, COL. home of 
Drs. Peterson, Sr. and Jr. Mrs. Pet-. 
erson, Jr. came from Australia a.s 
Miss Mariette Bolton. . . . LITTLE 
FALLS, N.Y. Received 6-inchfront 
page story locally when they elected 
officers at last Feast. The 3-line head 
article also told of future public 
meetings for Little Falls .... FLINT, 
MICH. First of the speakers in a 
series on comparative religions at 
the First Baptist Church, Mrs. Donna 
Diehl addressed 27 young people, 
Jan. 8. Several had seen the Temple 
and it appeared from their questions 
that they grasped the idea of pro
gressive revelation as presented in 
Mrs. Diehl's talk. The assistant pas
tor took an active part in the discus
sion. ANCHORAGE, ALASKA Miss 
Agnes Parent and Sgt. Wallace Har
rison were married, Dec. 19 in the 
first Baha'i wedding fOT Baha'is, 
without an additional civil ceremony. 
It ~s also the first marriage of an 
Alaskan native Bahit'i, and brought 
a line picture and newspaper write
up. 

Baha'i A.ddI"esaes 
National Office: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
llIinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
1Ill Linden Avenne, Wilmette, 
DIlnois. 

Hake Checks Payable kI: 
National Ba.hi'i FUDd 

BaluI'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
lliinois. 

Hake ebecks for books aud pampb
leis payable kI: 

I!ahi'i PnbUslIIng Commltlee 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
1001 W. Genesee st. 
Lansing, Mich. 

? • 
Who was the teacher sent by 

Bahit'u'UBh to India and Burma in 
1875? 

See Bana'i W <>rId 
Vol. IV, p. 285 
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Enrollments 
Enrollments reported by 
Local Spiriiual Assemblies: 

CALIF., Berkeley 1; Los Angeles 5; San 
Diego 1; FLA., Miami 1; n..L., Maywood 
2;; IND.,Ft. Wayne 2; Inruanapolis1; ME., 
Eliot 1; MICH., Battle Creek 1; Detroit 
4; MO., Kansas City 1; N.J., Bergen
field 1; Ridgewood 1; N. Y., New York 
City 1; PA, Scranton 1; West Chester 3; 
WIS .. Milwaukee 2. YOUTH 7. 

EnroUmezKs reported by Regional 
Teacblllg Commii1ees, 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

E. New York 2 
W. New York 1 
Me., N.H. 1 & 1 Youth 
E. Mass., R.I. 1 
New Jersey 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
Wise. 5 
Mich. 1 

WESTERN STATES 
Ore . .2 
Idaho, Utah 2 
New Mexico 2 
Alaska 1 
Ariz. 1 

SOUTHERN STATES 
. E. Division 

Fla. 1 
W. Division 

TellO., Ky. 1 
TOTALS: Adults-51 

Youth-8 

Memorial Gifts 
(October 1948 tbru January 1950) 

Memorial gifts have been made in 
the names of the following: 
Carol Smiley Rich. 
James Wilcox 
Mary J. Revell 
Dayna Farrand 
Fred Wendler 
The Mandells 
George C. Worthington 
Bennie Bonowitz 
Mrs. Olive Thomasson 
Hassen Abas 
Amelie Conrow 
Mary Livingston Willard 
Margaret Marshal 
Mrs. Pattenon (Frank) 
D. Seymour Willard 
Amelia B. Willard 
Louis Vautrat 
Fred N ebon Haley 
Rerancourt Esonodi 
Mr. Lugier 
Jack Murdock 
Mrs. Ida S10ckman 
Fred Wolferding 
Grace Peterson 
Dr. Wm. Young Allen 
Dr. Howard Carpenter 
Mrs. H. F. Herman 
Parents of Mrs. Idabel Kent 
Evelyn Watson 
Charles W. Campbell 
George L. Loeding 
E. Hazel Haugse 
Mary M. Munson 
Charles A. Munson 
Morris Small 
Sophia Small 

MuIla J:Iusayn (Martrydom) 
Lillian Bonawitz 
Bessie G. Miller 
Conrad S. Baker 
Christine Loeding 
Rebecca Leach 
Elsie Miller 
James N. Matins 
Arvilla H. Makins 
Theodore Groger 
Martha Basare 
Mary Paulson 
Lena Grossman 
Carrie Gates 
George L. La timer 
Walter Whittaker 
Father o! Mrs. Eleanor Stewart 
A. G. Bechtold 
Frank C. Kelsey 
Valleria D. M. Kelsey 
Elizabeth Endicott Gallagber 
Mother of LUCile E. Whitney 
Dr . .r ames P. McCormick 
Pearl Gallup 
George Gallup 
Thomas Emerson Proctor 
Carrie Norvell 
Bertha Kirkpatrick 
Mabel F. Geary 
Effie M. Snyder 
Joan Svendsen 
Florence A. Riedle 
Qudd11s (Martyrdom) 
Mary B. Martin 
Mary Yoder 
Charles Greenleaf 
Elizabeth Greenleaf 
Lillian Greenleaf 
Edith Dakin 
Edgar Dakin 
John Boyd Richardson 
Josie M. Suter 
Anna Schoeny 
Georgina Maitre 
Sarah C. Mason 
Dr. Theodore Engelder 
Ben Jackson 
Jacob Lothes 
Minerva Pyles Lothes 
Elmer K. Lathes 
.J obn Lothes 
Dr. Homer Jury Davis 
Margaret Bowers 
Robert Hemminger 
Thomas W. Fleming 
Priscilla Marcoux 
Parents of Zahra Suzanne Heber 
Mrs. J. H. Chamberlin 
Jerry Didier 

. Edwina Clliford 
E. T. Adolph,on 
J. Allen Gorrell 
John otis Benton 
Bab <Martyrdom) 
Walter Holsinger 
Ben Jackson 
Wendell Hatch 
Florence Mayer 
Alex Stern 
Anna B. Stern 
John Suhm 
Beulah Storrs Lewis 
Ella Beeson 
Julia K. Threlkeld 
Florence Sullender 
Susan J. Vickers 
Dr. Harry W. Vickers 
H. C. White 
Mrs. H. C. White 
C. C. White 
Peter Johnson 
Carrie .. T ohnson 
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Frances E. Allen 
Woodson J. Allen 
James Frey 
Mrs. James Frey 
Sarah T. Mason 
S. A. Bonowitz 
Wm. Frank Lucus 
Walter Olltski. 
Marie Flngerlin 
Ann Burch 
Father cd Mrs. Leonard J. Braun 
Pauline Hasin Beamer 
Husband of Mrs. Laura Kelsey Allen 
Helen S. Goodall 
Lorraine Johnson Dailey 
William DeWitt Alexander 
Abigail Charlotte Alexander 
William. Douglas Alexander 
Henry Edward Mansfield Alexander 
Sidney Stem 
Roman Stern. 
Leon Stern 
John L. Gibson 
W. G. Hedburg 
Annie Belle Killius 
Percy L. Platt 
Wm. H. Nicholas 
Prof. Wm. S. Hendrix 
Clarence W. Utzman 
Annie L. Libby 
Edgar H. Libby 
Kezrneth Kadrie 
Frederick Lothes 
Dr. A. L. Morris 
Mother of Donald McKinstry 
Arthur J. Page 
William G. Meyers 
Minnie Ristow 
Mrs. William Klatt 
J eaQette Pam 
Mother of Pauline Z. Luehr 
Judge Joseph Franklin Ellis, Sr. 
Mrs. Joseph Franklin Ellis, Sr. 
Dr. Gillespie 
Martha Botts 
Robert Botts 
Robert Schi1ilaty 
Alexander Stem 
Mrs. William C. Schend 
Thornton Chase 
Martha L. Shaw 
Stuart B. Martin, Jr. 
Wenden E. Bacon 
Augusta Olsen 
William B. Remey 
Louis Magley 
Clara Blesch 
Sara L. Young 
Florence Crawford 
Anne L. Lelande 
John P. Vollmer 
Donald Gibson 
Fanny Knobloch 
Blancb Bruln 
Esther L. Squires 
W. John Griewank 
Rice. Proctor, Mandell Memorial 
Corabelle Troxel 
Chas. D. Pennock 
Duane B. Pennock 
H. B. Hammond 
Elizabeth Hammond 
M. C. Jackson 
Rev. Percy B. Cornelius 
Ella M.. Beeson 
Ferdinand Peterson 
Jennie Peterson 
Charles Kent 
Mother at Mrs. R. T. Ashlock 
Sophia Kappes 
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Diredory Additions " Changes 
Looal Spiritaal Assembly Secrecartes: 

ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA. 
Mrs. May Verhoeven, 87 Evergreen 
Ave. 

JAMESTOWN, N.Y. 
Miss May E. Lawson, 640 E. 6th St. 

KANSAS CITY, MO. 
Mrs. Madelon Becktel. 4222 Olive St .• 
Z.4 

RIDGEWOOD, N.J. 
Mr. Joseph Galvin, 25 S. Monroe St. 

Contributions From Assemblies 
for the Month of January, 1950 

Alaska. - Anchorage. Arizona - North 
Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson, Arkansas
Eureka Springs, Little Rock. California
Alhambra, Berkeley. Beverly Hills~ Bur
bank, Burlingame, Carmel, EI Monte 
Twp., Escondido Twp., Fresno, Glendale. 
Glendale Twp., Inglewood, Long BeaCh. 
Los Angeles, Monrom, Oakland, Ocean
side, Palo Alto, Pasadena, San Bernar
dino, Sacramento~ San Diego, San ~an
cisco, Santa Barbara,. Santa Monica. 

Colorado - Colorado Springs, Denver. 
Connecticm-Greenwicb, Hartford, New 
Hav-en. Delaware-Wilmington. Dist. of 
Columbia- Washington. FlGrlda-Jack
sonville, Miami, St. Augustine. Georgia
Atlanta, Augusta. Hawaii - Honolulu. 
Jdaho--Ada County, Boise. Dlinois-Ba
tavia, Champaign, Chicago, Danville, 
Elmhurst, Evanston, MayWood, Oak 
Park. Peoria, Springfield, Urbana~ Wil
mette, Winnetka. 

Indiana - Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend. lowa--Cedar Rapids, Water
loo. Kansas-Topeka. Looisiana.-New Or
leans. Maille - Eliot, Portland. Massa
chuseUs - Beverly, Boston, Brookline, 
Springfield. Michigan - Ann Arbor, De
troit, Flint, Grand Rapids. Grosse Pointe 
Farms, Lansing, Muskegon, Roseville. 
MiDnesota. - Duluth. Minneapolis, St. 
Paul. Mississlppi-J ackson. 

Missouri-Independence, Kansas City, 
St. Louis. Montana-Butte, Great Falls. 
Nebraska-Macy, Omaha. Nevada-Reno. 
New Hampshire-Portsmouth. N ew ~er ... 
sey-Bergenfield, Dumont, East Orange. 
Englewood. Jersey City, Newark, Ridge
wood, Teaneck. New Mexico-Albuquer
que. New York - Binghamton, Buffalo, 
Geneva, J"amestown, New York, Roches
ter, S)7acuse, Waterloo, -Yonkers. North 
Ca.rolina. - Greensboro. North Dakota
Fargo. 

Ohio--Cincinnati. Cleveland, E. Cleve
land, Dayton,. Columbus. Lima. Mans
field. Toledo. Oklahoma-Oklahoma City. 
Oregon-Portland. PeJmsylvania.-Phila
delphia, Pittsburgh, Scranton. West Ches
ter. Rhode Island - Providence. South 
Ca.rGliDa. - Greenville, Columbia. South 
DakoCa-Sioux Falls. Teu.nessee-Mem
ph.is. Texas-Houston. 

Vermont-Brattleboro. VlrPni_Alex
andria, Arlington. Wa.shIDgI<m - Kirk
land. Marysville, Monroe, Richmond 
Highlands. Seattle. Spokane. Tacoma. 
Wisconsin-Kenosha. Madison, Milwau
kee. Racine. Shorewood, Somers Twp .• 
Wauwatosa. WyomiDg-Laramie. 
Number of Assemblies ..... ,., .... ,. 174 
Assemblies contributing ............ 151 
Assemblies not contributing . . . . . . . . . 23 
Groups contributing ................ 57 
Individuals contributing ., ........ ,. 119 
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Community. 
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ChrIsUan, obalrm_ lIIr. RIchard 
Nolen, Mr. GordOD A. ~. 
Editorial omce: Mrs. Roberta 
ChrIsUan, 1101 Wesi aeae.e st.. 
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d1slrlbuUon 10 the Baha'I National 
0fIice. 536 Sberldaa Road, Wll
mette, IWDofs. 
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Joyous Naw.R1iz Message: 
SHRINE PARAPET COMPLETED 

(Cable from the Guardian received March 21, 1950) 
"Announce (to the) friends (the) completion, .(on the) eve (of) 

Naw-Ruz, (of the) erection (of) parapet crowning (the) eastern facade 
(of) Holy Shrine one year after placing (the) first threshold stones 
upon (the) foundation (of the) arcade. (The) beauty (and) majesty 
(of the) finely carved panels surmounting (the) soaring arches 
spanning (the) rosy monolith columns, emblazoned with emerald green 
and scarlet mosaic symbolizing (the) Bab's lineage and martyrdom, 
(is) strikingly revealed. (The) original pearl-like structure raised 'by 
(the) hands (of the) Center (of the) Covenant, enshrining (the) remains 
(of the) Martyr Prophet (of the) Faith, acquiring, through construc
tion (of the) shell designed (for) its embellishment (and) preservation, 
additional height by one-third, additional width by one-fifth, enhancing 
(the) massiveness (of the) edifice embosomed (in the) Mountain of 
God, heralding (the) erection (of the) lofty gilded dome that will 
eventually shine forth in solitary splendor from its heart." 

From the Guardian 
Fannie Lesch 
(CaNe received Apri!, 1948) 

"Deeply sympathize loss loyal dis
tinguished Maid·servant Baha'u'llah 
Fannie Lesch. Present with you in 
spirit memorial services. Praying 
ardently progress her soul Abha 
Kingdom:" 

(Signed) SHOGHI 
(This cable was received by an individ

ual and only recently sent to the N.S.A.) 

Julia Culver 
(Cab!e received Jan. 30, 1950) 

HGrieve passing devoted pioneer 
(of) Faith, Julia Culver. Her exem
plary spirit, unshakable loyalty, gen· 
erous contributions unforgettable. 
Fervently praying (for) progress 
(of) her soul (in) Abhit Kingdom." 

(Signed) SHOGHI 

Love for Baba 'u'lhih 
(Excerpt from letter trom Shoghi Et· 

fendt, through. his seC1'etary, to- M-r-s. Bea· 
trice A$hton~ dated October 25, 1949) 

"You are quite right to say that 
much more emphasis should be 
placed on the heart in America, 
Without the spirit of real love for 
Baha'u'llab, for His Faith and its 
Institutions, and the believers for 

(Signed) SHOGHI 

each other, the Caus.e can never 
really bring in large numbers of peo· 
pIe. For it is not. preaching and rules 
the world wants, but love and action. 

I 'He also feels that this period of 
l austerity , will do no harm, and 
that it can and should arouse the in· 
dividuals to undertake more respon· 
sibility, Too many instructions and 
procedures deaden the initiative of 
people and confuse them." 

The Apocalyptic Upheaval 
(Shoghi Effendi, through hi. seere

taTY to WaUer R. Wootten, November 
21,1949. 

HWe have no indication of exactly 
what nature the apocalyptic up
heaval will be; it might be another 
war . . . but as students of our 
Baha'i writings it is clear that the 
'longer the "DiVIDe Physician" (Le., 
Baha'u'llah) is withheld from heal
ing the ills of the world, the more 
severe will be the crisis, and the 
more terrible the sufferings of the 
patient." 

So-called Pyramid Prophecies 
(Shoghi Effendi, through his seere

tary, t~ WaIter R, Wooten, Novern.ber 
21, 1949.) 

"We have nothing in our Baha'i 
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writings about the so-called Prophe
cies of the Pyramids; so he (the 
Guardian) does not think you need 
attacJ. any importance to them." 

I\olaintain Momentum 

(Cab!e received Feb. 25,1950) 
"Delighted progress (in) Latin

American field. Temple construction 
(and) publicity activities. Announce 
~rrival (of) ftrst shipment (of) para
pet panels. Anticipate early comple
tion (of) eastern facade (of) Shrine 
including mosaic panels. Urge main
t~nance (of) momentum (in) triple 
field, home, inter·continental enter
prises. Praying (for) bountiful bless
ings (from the) Almighty." 

(Signed) SHOGHI 

Individuals and Committees 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

wishes to make a suggestion in
tended to clarify the question of the 
individual believer's relation to 
Committees. 

It happens on many occasions that 
believers wish to make suggestions 
or protests concerning the work of 
some committee. Usually they act 
through the local Assembly. 

The suggestion is that if the be
liever has a criticism or complaint 
he get in direct touch with the com
mittee concerned. Frequently this 
consultation will remove misunder
standings and prove that the criti
cism is tmfounded. It can also help 
the committee improve its work. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
feels that this method will maintain 
courtesy to the committee, remove 
misunderstandings, create greater 
unity on policies and programs of 
action, and spare the local Assembly 
much unnecessary minor detail. The 
principle under which the individual 
can appeal to the local Assembly 
a bout any branch of the work is not 
weakened. It can still be invoked 
when direct consultation with the 
committee fails to satisfy the 
believer. 

The s arne suggestion applies to the 
committee work on the national 
level. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEl\.OL"Y 
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Year of Dedication 
Before us is a year of Past and 

Present in which we consecrate the 
Beauty of the Blessed Balr
remembering pages of our history 
crimson with martyrdom and poign
ant with scenes of sacrifice. The 
knowledge of His suffering and His 
love should bring us humbled to an 
inspired reverence. 

How fitting was the prelude to this 
year ... our Fast-symbolic of the 
will to sacrifice and wholly yield the 
self to God. As we abstained from 
food and drink, we became deeply 
conscious of the things for which He 
forfeited His life ... the cherished 
hopes of men for promised peace, 
and unity of mankind. 

He chose our hearts and asked of 
us surrender of the ancient hurts, 
the active fears and failings with 
which we wound each other and mar 
the splendid unity we seek in Faith. 

Can we find strength and will to 
cancel out the caustic criticisms, the 
long embroidered slights, the out
raged pride, the unexplained hos
tility, the bitterness of ingrown lone
liness, the cruel edged perfection 
with which we weigh each other? 
These are the heavy weights which 
ground our spirit and our prayers. 

Then. let us turn our hearts to God 
and pr~y with fervor for that sense 
of love to truly do Him honor, since 
this alone can change all things and 
men, because it changes us. 

The NSA suggests for voluntary 
action by individual Baha'is: 

1. Meditation on the mystery of 
the Martyrdom of· the Bab. 

2. Reflection on the basic spiritual 
laws and principles of the Faith. 

3. Love for and trust in the com
munity of the Greatest Name--{lUr 
spiritual family in all the worlds of 
God. 

4. Abandonment of prejudice and 
a healing of our inner wounds, that 
we may be sources of joy and radi
ance to Bahik' is and our fellow 
men. 

5. Conscientious observance of all 
occasions set aside in the Baha'i 
calendar for the gathering of the 
friends. 

6. Prayer for confirmation of our 
fullest ability to serve the Faith. 

7. Dedication to our task of "Tell
ing the Story" to at least one new 
person each week. 

8. Determination to hold a fireside 
at least once in each Baha'i month. 

-NATIONAL SPIRl'TUAL AsSEMBLY 
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Main Temple column facings have been complet.ed somewhat above t.he first gallery 
level and all st.one work on two of the main piers facing the alcove has been set. 
Steel work has been erected to near the mid-point between first and second galleries. 
Heating work is practically complete; ventilating 'WOrk is 95 pe!'" cent finished; and 

electrical work is 80 per cent done. 

Structural Features ~f the 
Interior of the Temple 

By Edwin H. Eardley proper, and later the construction of 
It hardly seems possible that al- the exterior concrete walls above 

most thirty-eight yea.rs have passed grade, and balcony floors. All of this 
since that memorable occasion in has· been completely described and 
1912 when our beloved 'Abdu'I·Bahii 
met with the friends to dedicate the 
ground upon which the Temple was 
to be built. That meeting was held 
in an extraordinarily large tent -
indeed a far cry from the beautiful 
structure now nearing completion. 
How many of us could then visu
alize the magnitude of the work 
ahead! 

Mter preparation of the architec
tural drawings by Mr. Louis Bour
geois, and the selection of Major 
Burt of Holabird & Root as the 
supervising engineer t the first major 
operation was the sinking to bed 
rock of the nine unusually large 
caissons. In addition to the caisson 
work the primary structural features 
included the foundation walls, and 
the domelike roof over what is now 
called Foundation Hall. Following 
this came the fabrication and erec
tion of the structural steel columns 
supporting the steelwork of the dome 

illustrated in' previous articles in 
the Baha'i News) The Baha'i WQrld~ 
a number of architectural and 
engineering magazines, and daily 
newspapers. 

The structural items of the interior 
of the Temple are of a secondary 
nature in comparison with those 
mentioned in the previous para
graph. They are, nevertheless, im
portant. The interior tracery) as 
well as the plain or solid surfaces, 
must be precast and suspended in 
place by being attached to the 
columns, the interior balcony span
drels, and to the steel arches of the 
dome. 

From the layman's standpoint, the 
work might be compared to the old 
fashioned crazy quilt consisting of 
numerous pieces of odd shapes sewn 
together to form the finished design. 
The interior surfaces, being precast, 
must be of such size as can be 
readily handled. and, at the same 
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Ya.rd siorag-e of sma]] bay tracery for Temple, at Earley Studios. 

time of such shape that the joints 
occur only where indicated on the 
architectural drawings. 

Suspending of the dome tracery is 
carried out in a similar manner with 
each piece of tracery bolted to the 
dome steel. At the time of building 
the dome the decision had not been 
made as to what material would 
eventually be used for the facing~ 
and, therefore no definite arrange
ment was made for suspending such 
material. Now that precast shapes 
have been decided upon, it means. 
that additional ribs of circular steel 
must be attached to the existing 
dome steel and so located as to 
receive the bolts set in the castings. 

The shape of the building, that is, 
nine-sided below the dome, and cir· 
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cular at the dome, involves rather 
interesting mathematical calcula· 
tions as well as careful measure· 
ments in the field. 

An approximate estimate of the 
weight of all the interior ornamen~ 
tation furnished by the Early Studio 
amounts to 1,450,000 lbs .. of which 
the dome tracery will \veigh approx
imately 293,000 lbs. 

One of the interesting features 
is the exposed spirally-shaped re
inforced concrete stairway. Since the 
decision to have the main entrances 
to the Temple on the West side, it 
became necessary to remove the 
existing steel stairs from the main 
floor to the first balcony. The archi- . 
tect chose the spirally-shaped stair 
as being more in conformity with 
the interior design, not cutting off as 
much light as an enclosed stairway. 
According to budget limitations the 
railing will be of aluminum or stain
less steel. 

The ne'w steel work required for 
the suspension of the interior finish 
is bein g furnished and set by the 
Butler Steel Foundry. The structural 
design has been tmder the super· 
vision of Mr. Carl A. Metz of the 
architectural firm of Shaw, Metz & 
Dolio of Chicago. It is interesting to 
note that Mr. Metz, while at the 
University of Illinois, was a former 
pupil of Mr. Allen B. McDaniel. Dur
ing the several phases of the con· 
struction of the Temple it was Mr. 
McDaniel who sacrificed much of his 
time and energy toward the execu
tion of the original structure. 

A great deal of preliminary work 
must be done at the site before these 
castings can be set into place. The 
method of supporting the cast sec
tions is by means of vertical and 
sheH angles attached to the present 
steel an.d concrete surfaces. Shelf 
angles are pieces of steel formed in 
the shape of the letter "L", one leg 
of which is bolted or welded to the 
present- structure while the out
standing leg supports the casts. To 
be able to attach the new steel Ie the 
existing steel it has been necessary, 
in many instances, to cut away the 
concrete fireproofing, Once the casts 
are set in place upon the shelf 
angles, each piece must be bolted to 
the .vertical angles to prevent dis~ 
placement. Since each separate cast
ing must be accurately placed, it 
follows that each shelf angle must 
also be accurately located at the 
joint between the castings. To a per
son viewing the work of cutting the 
concrete and placing· these pieces 
of steel the process may appear 
confusing, but each piece of steel 
has a definite function. Once the 
castings are set and bolted in place 
the several surrounding castings are 
doweled together to prevent any 
possible movement. At the Earley 
Studio, detail and full size drawings 
are made of the various pieces 
showing location of each bolt. re
inforcing rods, dowels, and gal
vanized wire mesh. Assembly rig for checking large bay tracery models at Earley Studios. 
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Convention Notices 
Convention Reception 

There will be an informal re
ception for the delegates and 
friends attending Convention on 
Wednesday evening, April 26~ in 
Foundation Hall. 

Meals at Convention 
The Food Committee for the 1950 

Convention announces that this 
year's food will again be handled 
by the P. C. McCullough Catering 
Service with the price of dinners 
reduced to $1.50 and luncheons at 
$1.25. Dessert is included in din
ner price. All items will also be 
priced a 1a carte for those Who 
wish. Breakfast will also be avail
ahle because of the demand last 
year for this service. The Com
mittee hopes that the friends will 
patronize this service generously. 

Temple Work Protected 
The following excerpt from a re

port on the work of casting the Tem
ple interior sections at the Earley 
Studio, su bmi tted to the chairman 
of the Temple Construction Commit
tee by Mr. Allen McDaniel. a mem· 
ber of the Temple Technical Advi
sory Board, will be of interest to the 
friends: 

". . . At the 'beginning of a week 
ago, Mr. Taylor and his staff mem
bers at the Earley Studio decided to 
employ a night watchman-a prac-
tice discontinued shortly after the 
end of World War II. The watchman, 
an elderly man, of long experience 
in this field, began his duties on the 
evening of Wednesday, February 
22nd at 6 o'clock. About one hour 
later in making his rounds, he no
ticed a bright light toward the rear 
of the plant. In rushing out to the 
yard, he found a large shed and piles 

as the food is excellent and the 
prices were set espeCially low for 
us. 

-1950 Convention Food Cornm. 

Convention for Baha'is 
Only 

The believers are requested not 
to bring to the Convention any 
non·Baha'is, no matter how close 
to the Faith they may be. Only 
delegates and recognized enrolled 
belivers will be admitted to the 
Convention session. 

Delegates to the Annual Con
vention deal with issues and plans 
of far-reaching importance. The 
utmost concentration is required 
This is the rea son for limiting a t
tendance at the sessions to Baha'is 
only_ 

of old lumber in a contractor's stor
age yard, adjacent to the rear crush
ing, storage and woodworking build
ing of the Studio, in flames. An im
mediate telephone call to the Ross· 
lyn, Virginia fire department brought 
prompt arrival of the apparatus 
which extinguished the flames as 
they started to consume the north 
wall of the Studio plant building. 
The Studio suffered a loss of about 
$2000. If the fire had not been de
tected promptly, the loss would have 
amounted to some $45,000 and re· 
sulted in a delay of at least 6 months 
in the work of the Temple ornamen
tation. Is this episode not but an
other evidence of the Divine Protec
tion under which this Universal 
House of Worship has been erected 
since its inception some twenty·nine 
years ago? 

Faithfully yours, 
ALLEN B. McDANIE[/' 

Summon the People 
"It is incumbent upon thee to summon the people, under all conditions, 

to whatever will cause them to show forth spiritual characteristics and goodly 
deeds. so that all may become aware of that which is the cause of human 
upliftment, and may, with the utmost endeavor~ direct themselves towards 
the most sublime Station and the Pinnacle of Glory. The fear of God hath 
ever been the prime factor in the education of His creatures. Well is it with 
them that have attained thereunto~" -BAHA'U'LLAH 

A Policy for Publicity 
Publicity has become so important 

a function of the Faith that the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly v,.;shes to 
explain some of the basic points. 
The following Simple explanation 
will clarify some of the questions 
raised in recent correspondence. 

1. Level.<; oj operation. The pur. 
pose of publicity affects the Baha'i 
community on four different levels: 
International, National, Local and 
Personal. Believers are requested to 
consider to which of these four levels 
a particular opportunity for news
paper publicity should be referred. 

2. International. Facts and events 
come to us from three sources: the 
Guardian, another National Spiritual 
Assembly. and the Baha'i Interna. 
tional Community as recognized by 
United Nations. Such pulblicity as rea 
sults from this material is for the 
National Spiritual Assembly to han
dle direct through its Public Rela
tions Committee. 

3. NationaL Activities, policies and 
plans adopted or sponsored by the 
National Spiritual Assembly, and 
situations affecting the whole Baha'i 
community in the United States, 
create publicity of national charac.
ter. In most cases this publicity is 
prepa red and distributed by the 
Public Relations Committee in re
leases sent directly to the press 
or supplied to local committees. 
Matters involving national Baha'i 
authority and decision would be 
handled by the National Assembly 
direct. 

4. Local. Most local Assemblies 
have committees which publicize the 
local programs and activities, and 
make use of the releases furnished 
iby the Public Relations Committee. 
These releases in most cases are re:
written locally to contain local refer
ences which make them more in
teresting to the editor. Local com
mittees are free to prepare publicity 
on any national event which can be 
connected with the interests of the 
local community. 

5. Personal. Many opportunities 
arise for the individual believer to 
serve the Faith by publicizing his 
0\VI1 Baha.'i activities or interests, 
apart from matters of direct interest 
to the local community. Some bea 
lievers have written excellent letters 
to the press containing references 
to the Teachings. In this field of 
voluntary personal action the eri-



terions are: knowledge of the Teach
ings and administra tive order. and 
sound judgment in dealing with the 
public. As long as the individual 
makes it clear that his 1ette» or 
press statement is written as his own 
responsibility and does not represent 
any official Baha'i view, he does 
not exceed his right and duty as a 
Baha'i to teach the Faith. 

6. Rel,iew. Publicity material does 
not have to be submitted to the 
national Reviewing Committee. If 
advice is needed. it can be discussed 
with the local publicity committee or 
the national Public Relations Com~ 
mittee. 

What the National Spiritual As~ 
sembly longs for is a growing body 
of trained, responsible Baha'i pub
licity workers qualified to develop 
the resources of committee work to 
its highest potential. 

-NATIONAL SPmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Corrections 
Mr. Willard Hatch calls our 

attention to an error in the let
ter from the Guardian to him 
which we published on page 4 
of the February issue of Baha 'f 
News. The phrase Hrevealed 
Word oj the Tablets" should 
read "revealed Word or the 
TabJets. H 

In God's Eternal Le gacy, 
page 84, question 2 should read 
<I ••• what constitutes direct vio
lation to the Covenant since the 
passing of 'Abdu'l- Baha?", 
rather than " ... what directs 
direct violation to the Covenant 

A Word About Inactive 
Believers 

In 1947 the NSA published a state· 
ment adviSing local Assemblies how 
to deal with the question of the long 
inactive believer. There has been 

. further discussion of this subject in 
effort to assist local Assemblies. 

Inactivity of believers, first of all, 
is a challenge to the local Assembly 
itself, to try and reactivate the be
liever with a vision of Baha'i life 
and his or her responsibility for 
sacrificial service. 

It is also a responsibility of the 
Assembly to pursue its investigation 
of inactive believers (after efforts to 
quicken their interest seem to have 
failed) to the point where the in
active believer himself is given full 
opportunity to record his own desire 
either to remain a member of the 
commtmity or to withdraw. This 
may be accomplished by personal 
visits or by correspondence. 

In this connection the local Spirit· 
ual Assembly is urged to make a 
thorough study of its own conduct 
of Baha'i activities so as to make 
them as attractive as possible to the 
friends. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

? 
• 

Where is the letter from the 
British Government regarding 
the Sacred House of Baha'u'llah 
in Ba g/ldild ? 

See Bahd'i World 
Vol. IV. p. 243 

Score to Date - March 15, 1950 
on Response to the Temple Fund 

Group Number 
$400 139. . ....... . 
$100 530... . ....... . 
S 25 549. . . . ....... . 
*Special 1122 .................. . 

Totals 2340 .................. . 
Received against above re8olves ......... . 

·All resolves not falling in other three categories. 
Many friends have asked if they could send 
resolve now. This would be very helpful. 

Esti.ma.ted 
for 2 years 

.. $1l1,2oo.oo 
... $106,000.00 
. . .!II 27,450.00 

· $244,128.00 
· $488,778.00 
· $328,736.24 

in their next yea T' s 
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Contributions from Assemblies 
for the Month of February, 

1950 
Alaska - Anchorage. Arizona - North 

Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson. Arkansas
Eureka Springs, Little Rock. California 
Alhambra, Berkeley, Beverly !fills, Bur~ 
lingame, Carmel, Escondido Twp., Fres
no, Glendale, Inglewood, Long Beach, 
Lon Angeles, Monrovia, Monrovia Twp .. 
Oakland, OceanSide, Palo Alto, Pasa
dena, Sacramento, San Berna.rdino, San 
Diego. San Francisco, Santa Barbara, 
Santa Monica. 

COlorao--Colorado Springs, Denver. 
Connec.ticnt-Greenwieh, Hartford. New 
Haven. Delaware-Wilmington. Dist of 
Columbia-Washington. Florida-Jack
sanville, St. Augustine. Georgia-Atlanta, 
Augusta. Hawaii-Honolulu, Maui (Jan. 
& Feb.), Jdaho--Ada County, Boise. DB
oois-Batavia, Champaign. Chicago, Dan~ 
ville, Evanston, Maywood, Oak Park, 
Peoria, Springfield, Urbana, Wilmette, 
Winnetka. 

Indiana-Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend. Iowa-Cedar RapidS. Water
loo. Kansas - Topeka. Louisiana - New 
Orleans. Ma.ine-Portland. Massachusetts 
-Beverly. Boston, Brooklyn, Springfield. 
Worcester. Michigan-Ann Arbor, De4 

troit, Flint. Grand Rapids, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, Lansing, Muskegon, Roseville. 
Minnesota - Duluth, Minneapolis, St. 
Paul. 

Missouri-Independence, Kansas City. 
st. Louis. Montana-Butte, Great Falls. 
Nebraska-Macy, Omaha. Nevada-Re~ 
no. New Hampshire - Portsmouth. New 
Jersey - Bergenfield, Dumont, East 
Orange. Englewood. Jersey City. Mont
clair. Newark, Ridgewood, '1'eapeck . 
New Mexic:o--Albuquerque. New York
Binghamton, Buffalo. Jamestown, New 
York. Rochester, Wa'terloo, Yonkers. 
North Carolina-Greensboro. North Da
kota.-Fargo. 

Obio--Cincinnati, E. Cleveland., Dayton 
Columbus. Lima, Mansfield. Oklahoma
Oklahoma City. Or€-gon-Portland. Penn
sylvania - Philadelphia, Pittsburgh. 
Scranton, West Chester. Rhode Island
Providence. South Cal'olina--Greenville. 
Columbia. South Dakota-Sioux Falls. 
Tennessee-Memphis. Nashville (Jan. & 
Feb.) Texas-Houston, San Antonio. utah 
-Salt Lake City. 

Verm.ont-Brattleboro. Virgima-Alex
andria, Arlington. Washington-Kirkland, 
Marysville, Monroe, Richmond High
lands, Seattle, Spokane. Tacoma. West 
Virginia - Charleston. WisconsiD - Ken~ 
osha, Madison, Milwaukee. Racine, 
Shorewood, Somers Twp., Wauwatosa. 
Wyoming-Laramie. 

Number of Assemblies 
Assemblies contributing .. 
Assemblies not contributing 

. ... 174 

. ... 148 
26 

Groups contributing ..... 51 
Individuals contributing ... . . . .. 92 
Contributions not previously listed: 

Nov.-Muskegon & Buffalo. 
DeC.-Pittsburgh. 
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This 1700 piece model of the TeDlp]e done by Genit DeYoung of Grand Rapids was 
a featuJ'e of the World Religion Day display of Ute Bab.3.'is of thai city, 

More About World Religion Day 
World Religion Day found the bus· 

iness manager of the local Cham
ber of Commerce attending the AR
LINGTON, VA. talk by Jeanne Chute 
and remarking, "'Why aren't there 
more people to hear this wonderful 
truth?" He came as an aftermath 
of an exchange of letters on spiritual 
responsibilities of "mankind in local 
and world life, between the Chamber 
and the LSA., prompted by the 
Christmas season. In reply to the 
Chamber's initial appeal to the 
LSA for help in formulating a 
program of community ibetterment, 
the principle of "work performed 
in the spirit of service is an act of 
worship", was offered with the 
thought that in business and public 
office, a dherence to this principle 
would eliminate the parasitic class 
and provide man with spiritual im· 
petus. In BUTTE, MONT. the day 
was observed by a symposium com· 
posed of a Methodist lady? a Mormon 
Elder (young man), a young man 
student for- the Salvation Army min· 
istry, and a Baha'i lady, all speak
ing on "World Unity Through My 
Faith". A Mormon listener :invited 
Baha'is to her home to discuss their 
respective Faiths with her and two 
Mormon Elders, one of whom then 
took "The New Era?> to read and 
one Baha'i is reading the Book of 
Mormon. George Miller had sent 
postcards annOlUlcing the meeting. 

to his relatives in the east, and a 
niece has asked for literature to dis
tribute to her church group of young 
adults ... BOSTON'S meeting of 100 
was advertised in four newspapers 
and Dr. Manucher Javid's talk. met 
with fine response. Past six months 
has seen more and better publicity 
than ever before. ___ A film '~One 
God" was used by the SPRING· 
FIELD, MASS community and fol· 
lowed by Theodore L uca 5 1 talk show
ing the progression of revelation, 
before an audience of 50_ _ _ The 
panel discussion of BRATTLEBORO, 
VT. moderated by the president of 
Marlboro College, was made up of a 
Zoroastrian, a Christian minister, 
and a Baha'i discussing the need for 
spiritual unity to save organized 
community life. The 150 people 
heard the talks in the Parish house· 
of the All Soul's Church and en
joyed as well, the 25 voice women's 
choir .... ADA COUNTY, IDAHO 
presented a recc>rded half hour 
broadcast on Sunday morning using a 
script approved by the N.S.A. and 
adapted to a panel discussion with 
six Baha'is doing the job under pro· 
fessional speech and radio super· 
vision .... NORFOLK, VA. The new
ly organized group here celebrated 
World Religion Day with music and 
selected readings from various re
ligions, and the newspaper an
nouncement of the meeting brought 
an interview by a reporter_ 

The Home Front 
GALEN, MONT. 

Isolation and inactivity are not 
nec.essarily companions. as is shown 
by Mrs. Gail Avery of Galen. who 
holds a weekly study class with two 
to six attending. The friends in Butte 
say she seldom misses their Nine
teen Day Feast, which is a sixty 
mile round trip for her. Thinking 
of this, would anyone say the 
weather was too disagreeable or that 
they were too tired to walk a few 
blocks to the bus line to attend their 
local feast? 
LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK 

Children's classes held in various 
homes in rotation is the· highly suc
cessful plan begun last fall by the 
Long Island RTC. In each home 
visited, that child is the host, and 
every fourth SWlday there is a field 
trip. There are 16 children, with Mrs_ 
Kavelin instructing those from 4 to 
8 and Mr. Thorne, those from 10 to 
15. Little· drawings with quotations 
are reproduced by photo process 
and given as favors. One idea is 
carried out in story, song, and draw~ 
ing, such as creation, in simple 
terms_ Then the children draw and 
act out the idea themselves_ 
PASADENA. CALIF. 

At the State Convention. compar
ing Baha'is to leaven, Charles Wol
cott said a yeast cake can make 
many loaves of bread when used 
properly, not when it sets in the ice
box with the wrapper on it. Are we 
Baha'is acting as the leaven? It is 
time to take off our wrapper and go 
to work_ 

BRIEFS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. Bernard 

Leach, visiting British Baha'i, spoke 
on "Tbe Meeting of the East and 
West in Art. U The greatest authority 
on pottery in the world, he is con
nected with the Royal Academy of 
Art and Pottery in England, and 
. was here. to lecture and exhibit 
his work at the Corcoran Galleries 

. CHARLESTON, W.V., Tbis 
community felt that it noted im
provement in consu1taton of assem· 
bly meetings by insertion of a short 
prayer period participated in by all, 
just after the routine business of 
minutes, correspondence, and re
ports ... SPOKANE, WASH. A 
three day tC?ur took Rex King 
through SEATTLE, KIRKLAND, 
MONROE, to address audiences of 
61, 34, 550, 33, 61, 14, and 31 and 



meet newspaper editors and 
reporters. Some were direct Baha'i 
talks, others just on world horizon 
principles.. and simply discussion
at luncheon, banquet, high-school 
assemblies. ANCHORAGE. 
ALASKA. The annual Anchorage 
Fur Rendezvous falling during the 
Intercalary Days gave opportW1ity 
to Mrs. Helen Robinson as head of 
the women's club to host the group 
of Eskimo dancers from King Island, 
brought to entertain during the fes
tivities. They were thrilled by all the 
sights and one woman asked to 
correspond with Mrs. Robinson ... 
HONOLULU, T. H. World Federal
ists and Baha'is met to talk on 
"World Peace", in January. In the 
ensuing discussion, the Federalist 
speaker said after hearing the Baha'i 
material especially Shoghi Effendi's 
letters, that· the Federalist ideas 
seemed to have been borrowed from 
the Baha'i Cause ... PROVIDENCE, 
R.I. Through Matthew Bullock, Beth 
Newport spoke at the Negro College 
Club forum, Jao. 15, on "Is the 
Universal Church the Answer to 
Christiao Unrest Today", a happy 
coincidence for World Religion Day. 
Five men wanted to come· to a fire
side for more information ... HART
FORD, CONN. The Unitarian min· 
ister invited Mrs. Howard Drew to 
teach the Baha'i Faith to a church 
and she reports students enthus
iastic. 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

Taking statistics during Jr. High 
School chest examinations, in J an
uary. the nurse .asked Robbie Robin
son his religion. "Baha'i" he said. 
With a puzzled look she asked again, 
getting the same reply. Annoyed, 
she said, "Young man, I am asking 
you what your religion is." Politely, 
Robbie said, "get your pencil ready 
and I'll spell it for you, I'm sorry 
if you've never heard of it." The 
next boy in line, his friend, is inter
ested .in the teachings and gave 
Baha'i as his religion. The third boy. 
Daniel Russell, registered B aha'.i 
youth, gave his answer and the nurse 
no longer hesitated. 

Count Harvey, who works for the 
District Engineers at Ft. Richardson 
was approached about the Faith :by 
a lady in the office who had seen 
his name in the paper, heard Baha'i 
broadcasts, and read a book by the 
man who accompanied Louis Bour
geois to see 'Abdu'l-Baha in Pales
tine. 
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Great FaIIs, Mont. arranged this display for World Religion Day. besides paying for 
a fuJ] page newspaper reprint of "The Old Churc~s and the New World Faith", by 
Dr. George Townshend. The flags of the Nations fonn the leaves on the little tree. 

Around the Bahli'i World 
BRITISH ISLES 
(From Baha'i Journal) 

At an "eleventh hour" teach
ing conference recently, the British 
Baha'is received an encouraging 
message from the Guardian, made 
plans for reaching their current 
goals. and dedicated themselves 
anew to the task before them. 

Mrs. Amelia Collins addressed the 
group, and the secretary of the Na
tional Teaching Committee presen
ted graphically the needs of the plan 
by means of a six foot map of Brit
ain, first showing how the Faith had 
grown in those islands, and then 
calling upon representatives from 
each goal town to describe the ac
tivities and requirements of their 
own group. 

In order to complete the plao, 32 
people were needed in eight goa] 
towns, and 15 for weak assemblies. 
Seven htuldred pounds was spontan
eously donated at the conference to 
promote teaching work in the Brit
ish Isles. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 
(From Baha'i News Bulletin) 

In response to a request from the 
New Zealand community, the Guar
dian suggested that the name "Hyde 
DUIUlH be given to the first school 
property acquired by that com
munity as a gift from Mr. Albert 
Styles. The purpose of the name 
"Hyde Dunn" was to "perpetuate 
the m emory of the spiritual con-

queror of Australasia." 

Progress of the Faith in Australia, 
according to the BuUetin, included 
the establishment of a spiritual 
assembly in every capital city of 
the various states in Australia, and 
official p~rmission received by cer
tain Baha'is not to work on Baha'i 
Holy Days. National Spiritual Assem
bly meetings a re being held in 
various centers in order to stimu
late unity and enthusiasm in the 
local work. 

Teaching activities were varied. 
Mrs. Dulcie Dive, went on an 
extended teaching trip in New Zea
land, Mrs. Hilda Yen Male addressed 
an audience of 15 friends at Auck
land, and Miss K. Carpenter 
pioneered for a while in Rockhamp
ton. 

Miss Carpenter, who obtained 
work sewing at the Mater Miseri
cordia hospital. was discharged after 
having been overheard mentioning 
her religious beliefs to one of the 
staff. By that time, however, many 
people had been informed of her 
beliefs. 

Correction 
We regret an error in the listing 

of the members of the National Spir
itual Assembly of India, Pakistan and 
Burma. The correct listing is: 

A. Samimi, Chairman, Dr. M. E. 
Lukmani, Vice·Chairman, R. K. Sab
it, Secretary, 1. Bakhtiari, TreaSUTeT J 

N. A. Khavari, A. Butt, Mrs. S. Foz
dar, Prof. D. L. Khianr a, K. Izzad
yar. 
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Pioneer Teaching in South Africa 
By Louhe A. Mathews 

The death of Fanny Knobloch, our 
first pioneer for the Faith in South 
Africa brings us to a consideration 
of the achievements of this believer_ 
Armed with a tablet from 'Abdu'l
Baha she set out alone for that vast 
unknown Country. During her stay 
Martha Root .l'pent 10 days there on 
her way -to the East and none can 
estimate the blessing she left in that 
land. Mrs. Hanen, Fanny's sister 
joined her for a time and together 
they established an Assembly in Pre
toria, the capitol City of the Union. 
When Miss Crum and I entered that 
City 28 years later the Assembly was 
no more and we fOWld only one per· 
son, a blind musician, Peter Cruse, 
who had been a member of the orig
inal group. We learned that Mrs. 
Agnes Carey, once a member of the 
Assembly, nOw lived in Durban and 
we took a plane to that queen City 
on the Indian Ocean. Our meeting 
with this faithful believer was an 
event never to be forgotten. She had 
not seen a Baha'i in all ~ese years, 
yet so well had she been taught, that 
she followed the administration. cor~ 
responded with Shoghi Effendi and 
was vibrant with spiritual life. It 
was our privilege to carry a gift 
back to the States for Fanny from 
her spiritual daughter. While in Dur
\ban we held a public Baha'i meeting 
and found that our American Consul 
and his wife knew of the F ai th and 
held it in profolUld admiration. Our 
finding of one real believer in South 
Africa reminded me of my visit in 
1935 when I journeyed through the 
countries of South America and 
found just one believer, Leonore 
Holzapple (Armstrong) and today 
we read the aCCOtUlts of local As~ 
semblies. teaching committees, con
gresses, publishing, and itinerate be
lievers. So it will be in South Africa, 
perhaps even in less time. 

Arriving in Johannesburg we in
serted a paragraph in the uThe 
Star" giving the principles of the 
Faith and the proposed class that 
would follow. From this newspaper 
column we established two weekly 
classes and taught many individuals. 
I spoke at a women's club of which 
there are many. As here all the work 
is done by natives for comparatively 
little money, women have time on 
their hands and they flock to meet
ings, to lectures and social gather-

ings in great numbers. Excellent and 
flattering notices appeared in the 
News which resulted in more and 
more invitations to speak. 

When we arrived in Capetown 
again a tea was given that enabled 
me to give the Message to 65 people 
notable for their. civic activities. 

There is a similarity !between the 
discovery of land and the search for 
souls to embrace the Faith, The dis· 
coverer faces the unknown~ he must 
wrest the land from the native 
tribes, he must gauge the fertility 
of the soil, the depth of the rivers, 
the closeness of the animals hidden 
in the forest. The pioneer also enters 
the unknown, arm ed with the Word 
of God and instructions from our 
beloved Guardian. As the wild ani-
mals keep man in view t though hid
den, so do the enemies of the Faith 
watch with hostile eyes, every step 
taken by the pioneer. The Baha'i 
teacher is constantly asked his opin
ion on the problems of the country 
to which he comes, but no matter 
how evident the failures and fal
lacies of the body politic, he must 
not criticise the government, only 
using the mistakes as a backdrop 
against which to give the Baha'i 
teachings. Mr. Ives speaks in Por
tals to Freedom~ of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
method of giving the Message Has 
though bringing a gift to a king." 

Our Guardian by means of his in
spired letters has awakened us to 
purposeful living. His faith in our 
capacities has resulted in making us 
believe in our own powers. ~o 
among us ha s not said "1 carmot do 
this-I could not go there, someone 
must, but not me" and then the 
Guardian has patiently explained 
that the destiny of the hour is ours, 
not something to be done in the 
future but NOW. Gradually he has 
brightened our ideals, and in every 
city and town believers have arisen 
to go into action that will eventually 
cover the earth. Great must be our 
appreciation for those who answered 
that first call and went forth to un· 
known lands. 

In the Challenging Requirements 0/ 
the Present Hour, Shoghi Effendi has 
quoted 'Abdu']·BahO.: 

"The moment this Divine Mess age 
is carried forward by the American 
believers . , . through the continents 

Faith Presented at Seminar 
"It was one of the most provoca

tive, if not the most provocative 
session to date." This is what the 
program chairman of the seminar 
on "Moral Responsibility and U.S. 
Power" wrote Arthur L. Dahl, Jr., 
of Palo Alto, California, following his 
presentation of the Baha'i Faith at 
the January 4th meeting of the 
seminar. 

The seminar is composed of ap
proximately fifty leading business, 
religious and educational leaders in 
the San Francisco Bay area who 
have been meeting for several 
months under the auspices of the 
World .A..:ffairs Council of Northern 
California in San Francisco to study 
the extent to which the American 
people and their institutions are con
cerning themselves with the moral 
responsibility devolving upon OUf 

nation by reason of the position of 
power it occupies in the world today. 
Mr. Dahl was invited to become a 
member of this study group because 
of the opinions and views he had ex
pressed concerning world problems 
to his business associates. Because 
he was known as a Baha'i he was 
invited to present the position of the 
Baha'is on this subject. 

A month before he is scheduled to 
appear, each speaker is expected to 
place in the hands of the seminar 
members some background material 
on his subject. Wishing to make the 
most of this Wlique opportunity t Mr. 
DahJ distributed copies of the port
folio, "The Coming of World Reli
gion," to -which the program chair~ 
man also referred in her letter by 
saying: "Your generousity in sup
plying us, free of charge, with those 
beautiful copies of your prospectus 
is also deeply appreciated." 

Mr. Dahl's address was the sev
en th in the seminar series, the 
preceding ones having been devoted 
to the Quaker movement, JUdaism, 
Protestantism, etc. Dr. Ronald 
Bridges, head of the Pacific School 
of Religion in Berkeley, presided 
and following Mr. Dahl's address 
remarked that it was by far the 

of Europe, of Asia, of Africa, and of 
Australia, and as far as the Islands 
of the Pacific, this community will 
find itself securely established upon 
the throne of an everlasting domin
ion. tt 
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most challenging One that had been 
presented thus far. 

The- address was very direct and 
forthright. Mr. Dahl spoke first of 
the principal aims of the Faith to 
bring about conditions of harmony 
and unity in all aspects of human 
relationships in the world, made the 
claim that the only way to world 
order is to be found in the teachings 
of Baha'u'llah, and spoke of the 
cyclical nature of Society and the 
influence of the Prophets in the 
evolution of human society, and then 
gave a very brief sketch of the his
tory of the Faith and some of the 
Baha'i principles. He referred to 
some of the attempts being made by 
the Baha'is to accomplish the aims 
of the Faith, emphasizing the fact 
that in all their commWlity efforts 
they are developing techniques and 
establishing models for a future 
world society. 

A haH hour is allotted for dis· 
cussion following the speaker's pres
entation, but so lively and so nu
meroUS were the questions directed 
to Mr. Dahl that by common consent 
the meeting continued for almost an 
extra half hour) with several remain
ing even longer to ask further 
questions. To provide spiritual sup· 
port and to assist in answering 
questions, Mr. Dahl had as his 
guests Charlotte Linfoot and Firuz 
Kazemzadeh whose participation 
was also recognized which apprecia· 
tion in the letter of thanks to Mr. 
Dahl. 

The excellent presentation of the 
Faith by Mr. Dahl, the copy of the 
portfolio and the summary prepared 
for the seminar reporter for distri
bution to the seminar members 
afterwards have all been regarded 
as an important contribution to the 
study of the group as well as an 
outstanding public relations achieve
ment for the F ai th in the San 
Francisco Bay region. 

Latin-American New8 
With the completion of the Region· 

al Conferences for Central America, 
toward the end of January, Elisabeth 
Cheney and Natalia Chavez returned 
to Panama to give full first-hand re
ports on these Conferences. Because 
of the need for pioneers now, 
Elisabeth has agreed to remain in 
Latin America as long as she is 
needed. This has made the Inter
America Committee very happy, as 
it means another experienced North-
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American pioneer in the field now, 
and throughout the time that this 
need exists. 

Another pioneer, Larry Kramer, 
will be in Mexico City before April, 
to work with the believers there and 
in nearby Baha'i communities, help
ing to prepare them. to function prop
erly under their own National Spir
itual Assembly in 1951. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has contacted a number of North
American believers, most of whom 
ha ve had previous experience in the 
pioneering field, and asked them 
whether they could help to meet 
this urgent need in Latin-America 
during the next year or so. We hope 
that we shall be able to soon report 
affirmative replies from some of 
these believers. 

The Annual (territorial) Congress 
for Central America will be held in 
San Salvador, El Salvador from 
April 25 through April 29. The Con
gress for South America will be held 
in Lima, Peru from Ma y 2 through 
May 6. These Congresses will be of 
especial importance this year, as 
they will actually be the last of such 
gatherings for Latin America. Next 
year will witness the historic first 
Annual Conventions for each terri
tory. Because of the importance of 
these Congresses, and the need for 
full consultation on the particular 
problems which the Latin-Ameri· 
can National Spiritual Assemblies 
will face when they come into exist
ence next year, Mrs. Dorothy Baker 
will represent the National SpirituaJ 
Assembly and the Inter-America 
Committee· at both Congresses and 
will lead special consultation on 
these problems which the Latin be
lievers will face in little more than 
a year. 

The Inter-America Committee has 
been receiving very glowing reports 
on the fine work Bob Miessler has 
been doing for CEBSA (The National 
Teaching Committee for South Am
erica), particularly in Quito, Ecua
dor where he has been helping the 
Baha'is for several weeks now. His 
sister, Margot, is being left to "hold 
the fort" so to speak, in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil while their parents transfer 
residence to Buenos Aires, to lend 
their assistance to that community. 
Of course, Margot will have some as
sistance from Mr. and Mrs. Sylbert 
Holmes who have agreed to go to 
Sao Paulo, to take the Miessler's 
place there. 
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We have also had a report from 
Dr. Alexander Reid, telling of some 
encouraging results in th~ efforts he 
made while travelling southward 
through Chile to Punta Arenas. He 
is now getting settled in Punta 
Arenas, and will be able to give 
valuable help to this community 
which is of such unusual importance 
because of its location at the very 
southern tip of Chile. 

Recent reports also indicate that 
Mrs. Sheila Rice-Wray, who re
turned to the pioneering fold severa] 
months ago, has been able to consid
erably stimulate and assist the com
munity of Managua, Nicaragua. 
Through holding exhibitions of her 
paintings, inCidentally} Sheila has 
been able to meet many, many peo
ple in Managua, all of whom have 
thereby learned of the Message of 
Bah. 'u'llah. Sheila will continue 
working in Managua indefinitely, 
helping to reinforce and strengthen 
that commWli ty . 

We have had similarly encourag
ing reports about the work done by 
Louise Caswell recently in San Jose, 
Costa Rica. Louise ha s succeeded in 
reactivating this commtUlity to an 
inspiring degree and will remain in 
Costa Rica for another year or so, 
to make sure that the Faith in that 
country will be on a firm fotUldation 
in April of 1951. 

Mrs. Cora Oliver has volunteered 
to devote her vacation to making a 
trip through the Central American 
area. In consultation with. C EBMA 
(the National Teaching Committee 
for Central America and the an
tilles) an agenda was worked out 
which will assist Mrs. Oliver to visit 
those communities which will bene
fit most from such a visit, and to 
spend more tim.e in the communities 
which are in particular need of such 
assistance. 

Thus t as this Bahati year draws 
to a close, the Inter·America Com· 
mittee is very much aware of the 
urgent needs in Latin-America, but 
also is very encouraged by this pic
ture showing how both pioneers al
ready in the field and those who are 
on their way, are ariSing to "fill the 
gap't and meet these needs now, 
when it COtults so much. We do not 
doubt that we can soon report that 
the additional pioneers who are still 
needed, have arisen to serve and 
are on their way. 

-INTER-AMDUCA COMMl"l"lU 
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The Conduct of Workshops 
The Workshop technique lends 

itself to any type of learning situa
tion where the intention of the 
learner is to learn how to do some
thing, rather than to merely acquire 
information. It implies that practice 
in the activity will go on in the 
class sessions, as well as during the 
study period. The following jlJustrate 
types of Workshops in which groups 
of Baha'is might engage: 

1. Speaking-at Firesides; at pub
lic meetings; chairmanship of a 
meeting; leading a discussion; 
individual contacts. 

2. Writing-articles, poems, radio 
scripts. 

3. Construction and use of visual 
materials-exhibits; announcements; 
films, etc. 

4. Teaching children's classes
telling stories; teaching arts and 
crafts; games and sports; music, etc. 

5. Dramatics-----pageants; one-act 
plays; pantomime. 

6. Race relations. (Include drama
tization of desirable and Wldesirable 
methods of making contact with a 
member of another race.) 

7. Publicity campaigns. Actually 
put on a campaign for a public 
meeting and follow-up meetings in 
a near-by to'k'll. 

8. Baha'i administrative proce
dures. 

Frequency and number of classes; 
size of group. 

At summer schools Workshops 
should meet five or six times a 
week, for at least two weeks. Where 
a Community organizes a Workshop 
for study, classes should be held at 
least once a week. for ten or twelve 
sessions. The class periods should be 
at least an hour and a quarter; an 
hour and a half is probably better. 
Most Workshops function best when 
there are between fifteen and twenty 
people in the group. 

Essentials for the Leader of a Work
shop 

1. Skill in chairmanship. (See sec
tion, "A Word to the Leader H in 
Bulletin no. 3 of the National Pro
gramming Committee. 

2. Must think through carefully 
the steps (stages) in the doing of 
the activity. 
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"Meeting the Crisis" 
"Tell the Story" 

3. Provide clear, simple refer
ence materials which will help stu
dents in perfecting themselves in the 
various aspects of the activity. 

4. Exercise ingenuity in setting up 
concrete situations in which stu
dents can actually practice the vari
ous aspects of the- activity. 

5. Build up confidence in the 
learners, so that participation is a 
happy experience. 

6. Help students to be objectively 
sell-critical, and to take suggestions 
from the group objectively. In criti
cism, students should give "good" 
points first, followed by suggestions 
for improvement. The Leader 
should summarize each set of criti
cisms, stressing positive comment. 

7. Where possible, have a demon
stration or exhilbit at the end of the 
sessions, to show class and others 
what they have accomplished. 

What the Leader must particularly 
avoid. 

1. Tatking too much. Lecture 
only when the material is inacces· 
sible, or when it is too complicated 
to get from references. 

2. Too much time on theory; too 
much giving of information al "back
ground". If the majority of the stu
dents need a great deal of "back
ground", they are not ready for the 
:particular Workshop. (For exa~ple, 
a student who does not know correct 
English usage is not ready to learn 
to write articles or radio scripts. 
A Workshop in Baha'i Administration 
should need to spend no more than 
half an hour in tracing the source 
of authority for the Administration.) 
By the second class session students 
should actually be practicing s-ome 
aspect of the activity. 

3. The Leader must be objective. 
He must avoid any tendency to try 
to impress students with his own 
knowledge and experience, rather 
than to draw ideas and activity from 
them. (This does not often happen 
with Baha'i teachers, but the Leader 
should watch himself for the least 
hint of it.) 
Illustration-Main topics and activi
ties in a Workshop in Baha'i Admin
istration (first half of course only). 

I. The Local Spiritual Assembly. 
Class lists the qualifications of 
members of an Assembly; then goes 

through complete procedure of elecl
ing an Assembly from among their 
own number-readings, balloting, 
cOWlting ballots, report to the Com
munity. Same for election of Assem
bly officers. (Leader should have 
brief references ready, for a student 
to read to the group, in case 
questions arise.) Elected Assembly 
discuss their duties and responsibili
ties. 

II. The class, acting as an Assem
bly, discuss typical problems which 
Assemblies often meet. The Leader 
has these worked out before class 
meets, in concrete terms. For ex
ample, (a) Mrs. Cooper, chairman 
of the Feast Committee, complains 
to Assembly that of the four other 
members of the committee, only one 
attends committee meetings and 
helps with the work. She wants to 
resign from the Committee. (b) Mrs. 
N crth who has a small business asks 
for a loan of $50.00 to make a pur
chase of goods at an advantageous 
price. This is the second time in a 
year that she has asked for a loan. 
Shall the Assembly loan her the 
money? 

III. Same as II, except that the 
specific problems are suggested by 
the students. 

IV. General· principles governing 
responsibilities of chairman and 
members of group, in any meeting 
of consultation. Draw on experiences 
of two preceding days for illustra
tions. 

V. Committees in a Baha'i Com
murtity. Now decide what commit
tees are needed; relation of COm
mittees to Assembly and Community. 
Class go through procedure, as an 
Assembly, of appointing and listing 
duties of two or three important 
committees. Appoint one committee 
to work on a specific problem the 
following day. 

VI. The appointed committee "act 
out" a committee meeting. Then 
class discuss, pro and COD, the PTo
cedure of the committee. Finally. 
add other ideas they might have 
considered. (If this discussion can 
be about a real activity in the School 
or Community it will be mOfe useful 
than if about a "made-up" problem.) 
-NATIONAL PROGRAM:MING CoMMrrrEE 



Temple at night, winter 194!!-1950. 
(Used by peTmisstcm of the pfwtogTapher, Nancy Wa[b~Ts, KenilwO'P1:n., Ill.) 

To the Baha'i Youth 
(A lelter from R1i/;!iyyih Khanum) 

This afternoon, I was reading an article written by an army nurse, and 
recounting some of her impressions and experiences. She told of a soldier 
who had lost both eyes and both legs . , . and who was thinking of how 
best to break the news lovingly and gently to his mother and brothers 
and sisters. It seemed to just strike me between the eyes for a moment and 
overcome me. I thought what on earth I would do and feel if I had been 
both blinded and lost the use of my legs. indeed. lost the legs themselves. 
Then a wonderful Jeeling came over me. 1 can help that man right here by 
the way I behave as a Baha'i! 

It was as if a great realization of our duties a!=i believers swept into 
my consciousness. Everyvlhere we look we see suffering, a suffering so 
great that one cannot tolerate the thought of it mentally, one pushes it out of 
one's consciousness because it is too soul-crushing. To really seriously, for 
even a moment, picture the feelings and condition in which millions of peo
ple find themselves, is absolutely unbearable. To think of the people who are 
hungry and cold; the old people who are debilitated through slow starvation 
and illness, with no one to help them in the daily tasks now far beyond their 
strength; the children . we'd bettf>r pass over the children and not even 
try to think about them; the soldiers, living always in the hell of war or 
on leave and exposed to the terribly degenerating influence of liquor and 
bawdy companions, opiates to produce -forgetfulness of what lies behind 
and what lies ahead; to think seems to risk breakdown and so we don't 
think, if we can help it. What can we do for them, these nameless, 
endless minions and millions of fenow men? 

To be continued next month 

.Bah3.'i Addresses 
National Office: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make Checks Payable to: 
National Baha'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. 
illinois. 

Make checks for books and pamph
lets yayable to: 

Baha'i Publishing Committee 

Bab.B.'i News Editorial Office: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 
Lansing, Mich. 

Calendar 
Anoua] Convention; 

April 27, 28. 29, 30 
Feasts: 

April 28-J am:iJ-Beauty 
May 17-'A:?amat-Grandeur 

Anniversaries: 

II 

April 21.May 2. Feast of Rigvirn, 
the Declaration of Baha'u'llah. Ob
serve first day at 3 P.M. on April 21. 
Suspend work on 1st. 9th, and 12th 
day. 

May 23-Birth of 'Abdu'I·Baha. 
Declaration of the Bab. Observe 

about 2 hours after sunset on May 
22. Suspend work on May 23. 

May 29-Ascension of Baha'u'llah. 
Observe at 3 a.m. Suspend work. 
NSA Meeting: 

April 26. 

Baha 'j News is pubUshed by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Ole 
Baha!is of the United States as a.e 
omclal news-letter of the Babi'i 
Community. 

Edited for the Na.tional Spiritual 
Assembly by Baha.'i News Editor
ial Committee: Mrs. Roberta 
Chrislian, chairman. Mr. Richard 
NoleD, Mr. Gordon A. Fraser, 
Edliorial omee: Mrs. Roberla 
Christian, 10111 West Genesee 8L. 
Lansing, Mich. 

Please report; changes of addreu 
and other matters pertaining to 
distributioD to the Ba.bi'i NaUonal 
Office, 536 Sheridan Road. 'WU
mette, lBinois.. 
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ANNUAL REPORTS~ 1949-1950 
National Spiritual AsseDlhly 

of the Baha'is 
of the United States 

Mrs. Dorothy Baker. Chairman. Mr. 
Paul E. Haney. Vice·Chairman, Mr. 
Horace Holley. Secretarll, Mr. Philip G. 
Sprague, Treasurer, Mr. Leroy J03S, 

Assistant Treasurer, Miss Edna M. True, 
Recording Secretary. Mrs. Amelia E. 
Collins, Miss Elsie Austin, Mr. Wm. 
Kenneth Christian. 

The American Baha'is draw near 
the end of the fourth yea r of the 
second Seven Year Plan. This means 
that the worth of our collective effort 
is determined, not by sporadic activ
ities, however impressive they 
might seem, but by its effect upon 
the Faith in ten countries of Western 
Europe; consolidation of the Faith 
in all countries of Central America 
and South America and preparation 
for establishment of two National 
Assemblies; completion of the Tem
ple interior; development of the 
Baha'i community within our own 
country. One goal of the Plan has 
been attained: the formation of a 
National Spiritual Assembly in Can
ada. Progress in the intercontinental 
work is reported by the committees 
immediately concerned. The Temple 
itself speaks eloquently of the great 
strides made by the architect and 
contractor this year, which is 
affirmed by the reports of the Trea
surer and the Construction Com
mittee acting for the Temple Trus
tees. 

As the year began, the exigencies 
of Temple construction had become 
plain to us all. A new phase of our 
Baha'i life took form in the months 
preceding the Convention, when the 
austerity foreseen and applied by 
Shoghi Effendi had compelled the 
closing of Baha'i Schools for two 
years t the suspension of World Order 
Magazine~ the interruption of na
tional advertiSing, and temporary 
elimination of public meetings spon
sored and financed by the national 
Assembly. 

The spiritual expression of this 
new phase was made by the Guar
dian in his cablegram received 
March ]6, 1949: "The first half of 
the opening Decade of the Second 
Baha'i Century is terminating. The 
great-minded, stout-hearted, high
spirited American Baha'i Commu
nity, laden with trophies accumulat-

ed in the course of their fifty years' 
magnificent stewardship of the Faith 
of Baha'u'Uah, is irresistibly embark
ing upon a two and a half year 
period unsurpassed in its fateful 
consequences by any previous stage 
traversed in the CommlUlity's event
ful history. 

"Its members, without exception, 
are called upon to steel themselves 
without delay to face an lUlexpected 
emergency, seize a God-given oppor
tunity, meet· a supreme challenge, 
and show forth a tenacity of pur
pose, a solidarity in sacrifice, an 
austerity in everyday life, worthy 
the Martyr-Prophet of their Faith as 
,vell as their heroic spiritual fore
bears, the Hundredth Anniversary 
of whose agonizing tribulations, 
including captivity, seiges, betrayals 
spoliation and martyrdom, is being 
commemorated during this same 
period." 

"The American Baha'i CommlUlity, 
exalted, singled out among sister 
CommlUlities of East and West 
through revelation Df the Tablets of 
the Divine Plan, is unavoidably ap"
proaching a testing period; crucial, 
prolonged, potent, purifying, clearly 
envisaged by 'Abdu'l-Baha, different 
from but recalling in its severity the 
ordeals which afflicted the dawn
breakers in a former Age." 

That statement holds together all 
plans, activities, hopes and efforts 
during the two and a half years of 
the austerity period. It gives us the 
vision without which the great future 
of our community cannot be attained. 

The Convention this year was for 
the first time realized by the 
National Spiritual Assembly as an 
occasion for considering the needs 
and opportunities of the future year 
rather than summing up the records 
of the past. Emphasis was laid upon 
the supreme cha1lenge now facing 
the individual Baha'i to live in the 
very spirit of the Faith and to teach 
by his mvn inner resources with little 
or no adventitious aid from national 
programs, lecturers and budgets. 

The May and June issues of 
Bahti/i News presented the new con
cept to the friends: "A New Spirit 
of Nationwide Teaching", "Meeting 
the Crisis" and "The Most Important 
of All Things." Teaching and living 
have become one. 

The Guardian's letter of April 11, 
1949 stated that the "completion of 
the Mother Temple of the West .... 
in time for the- celelbration of its 
Jubilee, is the one remaining objec
ti ve . tha t now hangs precariously in 
the balance .. _ . The sacrifice de
manded is such as to have no par
allel whatsoever in the. history 
of that community." 'nlat same 
message likewise spoke of the com
pleted Temple: that it will "release 
the full measure of the regenerativt: 
power with which it has been 
endowed." 

In keeping with our increa se- of 
personal responsibility, the National 
Spiritual Assembly this year pro
vided for mailing of Baha'i News 
directly to individual Baha'is, at 
the same time endeavoring, with the 
Editorial Committee, to make Baha'i 
News serve not only its -own special 
purposes .but also to carry to the 
believers many urgent messages 
previously conveyed to communities 
and groups by leiter or bulletin, as 
for example, the appeal "Take Your 
Part in State Conventions" published 
in January, 1950. 

In the international field the salient 
matters are: official Baha'i greeting 
has been conveyed by the National 
Assembly to President Weizmann of 
Israel. to Prime Minister Nehru of 
India, and to His Imperial Majesty, 
the Shah of Iran. Baha'i delegates 
have attended United Nations Con
ferences in Geneva, Switerland, in 
Santiago, Chile, at Lake Success, 
N. Y., and Lawrence, Kansas. 

International in a more universal 
sense has ibeen preparation of plans 
for the Centenary of the Martyrdom 
of the Bab to be observed next July, 
as announced in Baha'i News for 
March. 

The shining Symbol of the Martyr
Prophet for all the world to behold 
is the exquisitely beautiful design 
which lUlder the Guardian's direc
tion has been taking form this year 
at the Shrine of the Bab on Mount 
Carmel. 

Enrollments reported from May 
to February by Assemblies and by 
Regional Committees, 339. One hun
dred and seventy·three Assemhlies 
were elected on April 21, 1949, n 
number of which may not !be re· 
elected in 1950. 



Under legal advice, action was 
taken this year to amend the De
claraUon of Trust by changing its 
name, omitting Canada, and deleting 
references to Canada in the text. 

As a matter of record: Building 
operations on the Temple interior 
began July 11, 1949. 

Assuming the initiative in develop
ing plans for the era of greater pub
lic interest which will follow this 
austerity period, the Assembly has 
appointed a special committee to 
submit general campaign plans and 
recommendations; and has a s signed 
to a number of committees a scru~ 

tiny of Baha'i publications, to weed 
out what no longer serves and to 
recommend new additions. At the 
same time steps have been taken 
to obtain expert advice for improve
ment of the typographic.l style of 
books and pamphlets. 

The simplified teaching plan an
nounced this year followed consult
ation with members of the Area Na
tional Teaching Committees immed
ha.tely after the 1949 Convention. In 
February 1950 the AssemQoly invited 
members of these committees to at
tend sessions of an Institute at the 
National Office providing courses 
and discussion on the Covenant and 
on the Administration expressing the 
aim and power of the Covenant. 
The Institute was adopted and its 
leaders appointed in order to set 
forth a plan of teaching enabling 
individuals, groups and communities 
to attract and prepare applicants 
more effectively, and to produce 
commWlities better qualified to act 
with unity, courage and understand
ing. The year witnessed a crisis in 
the handling of weak communities, 
large or small, since it is no longer 
possible to send settlers here and 
there to make up the number needed 
for Assembly status. 

The present National Assembly 
feels strongly that no radical chan
ges in national plans should be made 
next year. The fr.iends nee? one year 
to grasp the new plan, which be
comes more effective as the result 
of experience in operation and fuller 
understanding of its deeper implica
tions. 

-NATION AI. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

BAHA'i NEWS 

Treasurer, National 
Spiritual Assembly 

"Its members, without exception, 
are called upon to steel themselves 
without delay to face an unexpected 
emergency, seize a God-given op
portunity, meet a supreme challenge 
and show forth a tenacity of purpose, 
a solidarity in sacrifice, an austerity 
in everyday life, worthy the Martyr
Prophet" of their Faith, as well as 
their heroic spiritual forbears, the 
Hundredth Anniversary of whose 
agonizing tribulations, including cap
tivity, sieges, betrayals, spoliation 
and martyrdom, is being commem
orated during this same period." 

SHOGHI EFFENDI 

Cable MaT"h 16, 1949 

The American Baha'i Community, 
responding to the stirring call of ow' 
Beloved Guardian, has arisen with 
exemplary tenacity and inspiring 
austerity to achieve the goals set 
by Shoghi Effendi, during this unique 
period of.our history. 

The Guardian has held high before 
us, the four goals which must be 
gained, if we are to achieve total 
victory during this second seven 
year plan. These tasks- ·call for the 
completion of the interior ornamen
tation of i.he House of Worship; the 
establishment of two National Spirit
ual Assemblies in Latin America; 
the expansion of our teaching work 
in Europe; and the consolidation and 
stronger proclamation of the Faith 
in the U ni ted States. 

These mighty responsibilities re
quire stupendous funds! Only the 
utmost devotion and sacrifice on the 
part of the friends can make them 
available. 

Realizing how difficult the pro
blems would be, the Guardian ad
vised the National Assembly a little 
over a year ago, to curtail all other 
Baha'i activities, and even abandon 
some temporarily (such as Summer 
Schools, the Baha'i Magazine, etc.), 
so the work of our goal responsibil
ities might go forward' uninterrup
tedly. 

The budget for General Expenses 
for the current Bahati fiscal year1 

was cut to $150,000.00 which amount, 
the studies of the National Assembly 
indicated, was the very ffi-inimum 
needed to carryon our general 
activities, including the specific goal 
tasks of teaching in Europe, Latin· 
America, and the United States. All 
other committees had their budgets 
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drastically cut; while certain COm

mittees, such as Public Relations, 
Programming, Service to the Blind, 
and Visual Education are function· 
ing with no budget. 

The Technical Board, the Archi
tect, and the Construction Engineers 
have continuously studied the inter
ior ornamentation work of the Tem
ple, and numerous steps have been 
taken to bring about savings. Most 
notable of these is the arrangement 
to use Earley Stone for the interior, 
instead of ornamental plaster; thus 
giving us the same material and type 
of construction on the interior as on 
the exterior-and this at no in
creased cost over the original bud
get estimate. 

The task of raising the large sums 
needed for the Temple work was 
simplified by the plan of Resolve 
payments, which brought the prob
lem down to a level where each of us 
could see where we could fit in and 
take our part in this great enter
prise. The response has !been truly 
amazing. This is the last opportunity 
to take part in the construction of 
the Holiest House of Worship ever 
to be reared in the Baha1 i Dispensa
tion. Thus, while there is yet time, 
it is hoped the name of each and 
every Baha'i in the .United States 
will be on this scroll of devoted 
Baha'!s sacrificing to build the 
"House of the Lord. t t 

In order to present all the facts 
surrolUlding the Temple work, a 
panel of believers, including Na
tional Assembly members, visited 
all Assemblies, etc. to explain in 
detail the requirements and its 
urgency RUJ:>iyyih KMnum, herself, 
entered the campaign by contribut
ing two stirring articles on the divine 
benefits of giving to the Faith. The 
names of our departed loved ones 
have also been entered in the lists, 
through contributions made in their 
names by some of the friends. 

Statistics never carry the sacri
fices and glorious deeds of the 
friends in reaching a goal. They do, 
however, in this instance, revea] 
that sacrifice has reached the realm 
of true r.piritual devotion, and that 
austerity in the love of God has be
come the pattern of daily living of 
the Bahiltis of the United States. 
Otherwise, the near approaches to 
victory we have gained could not 
have Ibeen won. In passing, it might 
be well to mention that the various 
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financial institutions, with whom we 
are doing business, all express won
der and amazement at the manner 
in which the funds have been con
tributed to this great enterprise. Let 
us all drink more deeply of the mys
terious sources of our strength r 

The following figures, simplified, 
tell the story, 

At this writing our books are 
closed, as of January 31st, 1950; thus 
the figures will show the results of 
this year's financial operations, from 
April 30, 1949, to and including Jan· 
uary 31, 1950: 

Genera.l Fund 

Deficit, April 30, 1949 .......... $25,940 
Receipts, April 30, 1949 to 
Jan. 31, 1950 90,118 
Disbursements April 30, 1949 to 
Jan. 31, 1950 ... 110,279 
Deficit, January 31. 1950 46.101 
These deficits are not bookkeeping 

figures, but cash, and will indicate 
at once that we must find ways and 
means tc increase our contributions 
to the General Fund, above the 
Budget requirement of $12,500 per 
month. Unfortunately, we are falling 
short each month of approximately 
$2,500 of our budget' needs, and 
therefore, if there is not an immedi
ate change, our deficit will be more 
than $50,000,00 by the end of our 
Baha'i year (April 3, 1950), 

Temple Interior COllstruciiOD Fund 
Cash on hand April 30, 1949 .... $261 ,530 
Receipts, April 30, 1949 to 
Jan. 31, 1950 .... . ...... __ . 314,561 
Dishursements AprH 30, 1949 to 
Jan. 31, 1950 ........ 143,719 
Cash on Hand, January 31, 
19':;0 .... __ .. __ ....... ____ .. . . .. 432,372 
The friends are . na tur ally in ~ 

terested in complete financial figures 
surrounding the entire Temple In~ 

terior construction project. There~ 

fore, the following is given, covering 
the financial operations from its in
ception, to the end of 1950; at which 
time, it is anticipated the work on 
the Interior will be completed. 

Estimated cost of 
construction ......... . .. $860,000 
Paid as of February 28, 1950 .. 196,388 
Amount still to be paid ,. 663,612 
Cash on hand February 28, 
1000 .... ________ .. .. . 475,637 
Balance to be paid out of future 
resolves .. ,......... . .. 187,975 
Unpaid Resolves ......... . ... 178.415 
Balance needed aiter all Resolves 
paid .,............. . . . . . . .. 9,500 
Again, attention should he called 

to the fact that all Resolves must be 
paid, and even after that is done~ we 
require additional gifts or resolves 
totaling $9,560 to complete our 
Temple needs. 

APRIL,1950 

A word of explanation is desire
able with regard to the two year 
period of Resolve payments and the 
period ot austerity. 

Our contracts for construction 
work are on a calendar basis, and 
therefore, our Resolves likewise are 
on a calendar basis. Thus we are in 
the second year of the Resolve 
period, and second year resolves are 
now payable. It will be helpful in 
meeting our payments if these can 
be paid up as quickly as possible. 

So far as the austerity period is 
concerned, it would seem logical 
that it will end only when we have 
completely discharged our responsi~ 
bilities. These responsibilities are 
not met while we have a deficit in the 
General Fund, and still have not 
completely paid for the Temple In· 
terior Construction work. It should 
be clear, therefore, if the austerity 
period is to end with the close of the 
calendar year 1950, we will have to 
complete the Temple Fund require~ 
ments and payoff the General Fund 
deficit. 

-NATIO:-lAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBI,y 

-PHlLlP G. SPRAGUE~ Treasurer 

Trusteeships 
Since the Guardian has laid special 

emphasis on our concentrating on 
the completion of the interior of the 
Temple, the teaching work in Eu
rope, the teaching work in South 
America and the teaching work here 
at home., many changes have taken 
place in the operation of the various 
Trusteeships for the benefit of the 
National Spiritual Assembly. 
Bosch Trustees MaIntenance Committee 

Thomas Lisata, Chairman, Alfred Zahl. 
SecretaTY, Fred Rabo, Mrs. Louise 
Bosch, L. Wyatt Cooper, Rex Collison, 
Anthony Seta, Harmon Jones, Ray 
Brackett, Richard Groger (deceased), 
Louis Bourget, Mrs. Edith Rowand, Miss 
Winifred Bennell, Thomas Yates. 

During the period of austerity 
the Geyserville Summ er School has 
closed for a period of two years. 
Several excursions to the School 
have been made by the Maintenance 
Committee for the purpose of clear
ing away dried weeds in order to 
lessen the fire hazard. Electric 
power has been cut. off on all build~ 
ings except the Administration 
House, ~ which is now rented. to a 
local high school teacher for the 
sum of $45.00 per month. 

Efforts are being made by the 
Maintenance Committee to place this 
whole property on a tax free basis. 

For years now the Maintenance 
Committee in Geyserville has done 
outstanding \I,.Tork. Most of the 
repairs and improvements on the 
properties owned by the Trustees 
have been made completely by the 
Maintenance Committee and groups 
of the friends in that area Who have 
volunteered their services, The Trus· 
tees are very grateful for the fine 
work that this Committee has done. 

EggJeston Trusiees Maintenance 
Committee 

Stanley Bagley, Chairman, Mrs. Bea
trice Eardley, Secretary, Edwin Eardley, 
Clinton Wideman, Oscar Ketels. Sr., 
J. Murdoch Eaton. 

At Louhelen, as all the other Sum· 
mer Schools, the School sessions 
have been shut down for a period 
of two years. 

The Maintenance Committee has 
very carefully inventoried every 
thing on the property; mattresses, 
blankets have been packed away 
and periodic inspections have been 
made of the books in the Library. 

A satisfactory tenant has been 
procured for the Eggleston house 
and it is now being leased at a 
rental of $15.00 a month. In addition 
to the above, the Trustees were able 
to rent the upper floor of the Library 
at a rental of $400.00 for a period 
of four months. 

Green Acre Trus.tees 
Emanuel Reimer - Superintendent Of 

Properties, Philip G. Sprague - Tru.stees 
Representati.ve. 

The Green Acre School, as you 
all know. has been closed, and will 
be closed for two years. The Super· 
intendent of Properties voluntarily 
took a salary cut of a bout 60 per 
cent during this period. 

Since the closing of the School, 
inventories have been taken of sup
plies, blankets, towels and all equip
ment. During the summer of 1949, 
the Lucas Cottage (known as The 
Studio) was rented; the Atkinson 
house was rented; the Thompson 
house wa s rented; and the Ole Bull 
cottage was rented for a period of 
one month. This, of course, is in 
addition to those other Green Acre 
cottages which are rented yearly to 
the Mottahedehs, Quigleys and Miss 
Wilki.Pson. The Green Acre houses 
have been offered to the believers 
through Bahci'i News again during 
the 1950 season and also have heen 
placed in the hands of several local 
real estate agents. 

Since the closing of the Summer 
School the Superintendent's cottage 



has been completely painted on the 
outside, and the Library, the Ole 
Bull Cottage, has been completely 
painted. Efforts are being made 
through a local attorney to place 
this property on a tax free basis. 
Mathews Trustees 

No ~Iaintenance Committee is 
required for this Trusteeship, 
Ibecause the expense and manage~ 

ment of the property is being taken 
care of completely by Mr. and Mrs. 
Mathews. Here, as with the other 
Summer Schools, there has been a 
shut down during the austerity 
period. 
Temple Maintenance Committee 

Mr. Wm. Foster, Mr. Robert Ham~ 
mond, Mr. Lawrence Bautz, Mr. Leroy 
loas, Mr. A. P. Matthisen, Mr. Lloyd 
Robinson, Mr. Clarence IDlrich. 

During the year the Temple 
Maintenance Committee set up a 
program of help for the caretakers 
and kept the Temple grounds in 
much better shape than ever before. 
A new type of mower was purchased 
and help was solicited from among 
the Baha'is, and Saturdays and SlUl· 
days were used to cut the slopes, 
cut dO\\-""!l brush and undergrowth, 
even on the Sanita ry District of Chi
cago Caral banks, so that the 
Temple had a cared-for look. 

The oil·burning equipment which 
has been in use for many years 
needed repairs, and people in that 
business were contacted t bids were 
received and specifications drawn 
up and this information was turned 
over to the N.S.A. for further action. 

A physical inventory of small parts 
which are kept on hand for emer· 
gency repairs and general use 
around the Temple and its surroWld
ing buildings is now being made so 
tha tit may be used as a perpetual 
inventory system. 

The stand from which the projec. 
tor and ~ound equipment is operated 
was partially enclosed to eliminate 
drafts as far as possible. It Was 
felt the fire department would object 
to further enclosure. 

Some other work which was 
started but not finished was design
ing but not the building of two signs 
requested by the N.S.A. The build· 
ing of these is to take place in early 
spring. 

There was the usual cleaning I 
grass cutting, sprinkling, sweeping, 
etc. 

The pigeon and starling problem 
has had a great deal of thought 
given to it, and we believe that a 
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definite long-range program will 
soon evolve from this. 

Authorization has been given by 
the N.S.A. for grass seed to be 
planted and the grounds fertilized. 
Wilhelm Trustees Maintenance 
CommJttee 

Curtis Kelsey, Mrs. Amy Raubitschek. 
Roy C. Wilhelm, Walter Goodfellow. 

During the last year the Mainten· 
ance Committee has repaired and 
reshingled the roof of Evergreen 
Cabin. 

The Trustees appointed Mr. Wil
liam DeForge as their agent to rent 
the Wilhelm house and the two apart· 
ments in the caretake.r's cottage. 
These two properties in question had 
to be changed over to tax paying 
projects and permission was obtained 
from the City Council. The Wilhelm 
home has been rented to a very re
liable tenant for $130.00 per month 
and the two apartments in the care· 
taker's cottage are now rented at 
$55.00 and $50.00 a month respective· 
ly. Negotiations with the OPA were 
necessary to set a fair rental for the 
three dwellings and permission to 
rent at the above figures was 
granted. 

It was necessary, however, to 
paint and clean the ground floor 
apartment of 130 Evergreen Place 
to make it tenantable. The top floor 
of 130 Evergreen Place was rented 
as is, and the tenant made his O'Wtl 

improvements. 
The only expenses in connection 

with this property was the installa· 
tion of an indoor cellar oil tank and 
a few minor repairs. After renting 
130 Evergreen Place it was discov
ered that the Public Service would 
not install the necessary separate 
electric meters for each apartment 
unless the property was rewired 
(wiring throughout the building was 
old, inadequate and hazardous). The 
steam boiler at 130 Evergreen Place 
when originally installed was second· 
hand and after long years of service 
was beyond repair. This has been 
replaced at a cost of $400. 

Although the repairs and improve. 
ments made have been somewhat 
costly, even though every effort has 
been made to keep them dawn to 
a minimum, it must be remembered 
that the property has been un ten· 
anted for many years and a mini· 
mum amount of money put into up· 
keep. 

The rental of the Wilheim house 
and the two apartments in the care-
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taker's cottage will be of great as
sistance to the .Trustees in defraying 
the expenses of the property. This 
property, of course is all tax free 
"With the exception of the buildings 
which are now being rented. 

Wilson Trustees 

Mrs. Helen LaVey, Custodian 

For many years the house in Mal· 
den, Mass., has been rented for 
::;41.40 per month. The tenant who 
had occupied the property was not 
taking care of the house and, 
through the efforts of Mrs. LaVey, 
moved. 

A satisfactory new tenant was pro· 
cured, the Housing Expediter gave 
the Trustees permission to raise the 
rent to $48.40, and the interior of the 
house was put in order. The back 
hallway of the interior was repaired 
and painted. A new stove was in· 
stalled, linoleum covering the en· 
tire kitchen floor was laid and a 
complete check up of the electrical 
system was carried out, including 
rewiring of the fuse box to conform 
to the current State requirements. 

Floors. in the living and dining 
rooms, which had been buckling, 
were leveled and resurfaced; locks 
on all outside doors were renewed 
and replacemeni of cellar windows 
and broken glas s in the window 
sashes were taken care of. Parts 
of the roof had to be repaired, in· 
terior rooms had to be repapered 
and woodwork repainted. Many of 
the floors had to be reshellaced. The 
interior of this house, which the 
Guardian has requested the Trus· 
tees to preserve, is now in very 
good condition-the exterior will 
have to be painted in the near future. 

Your Treasurer in expressing the 
deep appreciation and gratitude of 
the Trustees to Mrs. LaVey for the 
outstanding work which she has done 
with this property, brought forth the 
following comment, which I am go· 
ing to quote. "On page 111 of the 
BaM'; C<mtenary 1844 to 1944, under 
Wilson Trust, the following closing 
sentence reads, quoting from the 
Master, 'to take care of that house, 
because the light of the love of God 
was ignited in it'. It has given me 
supreme joy to carry out that care. 
That, indeed, is sufficient recom
pense to me." 

Faithjutty, 

PmLIP G. SPRAGUE, Treasurer 
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Centenary of the Martyrdom 
of the Bah 

Horace Holley, Chairman, Dr. Kath
erine K. True, Carl Scheffler. 

This committtee was first ap
pointed to submit a recommenda~ 
tion on observance of this Centen
ary. It was then appointed the com
mittee to carry out the plans which 
the National Assembly has approved. 
Since the plans were reported in 
detail in Baha'i News for March, the 
purpose of the committee report has 
been attained. 

Baha'i News Editorial 
COlllDlittee 

Mrs. Roberta Christian, Chairman; 
Mr, Gordon A. Fraser, Mr. Richard 
Nole'n, Mrs. Doris Holley. 

By the action of the N .S.A., the 
copy deadline was moved ahead 
from the 15th of each month to the 
lOth of each month, and a new mail
ing policy instituted whereby Baha'i 
News is mailed directly to each be
liever, resulting in earlier receipt 
of each issue. 

Annual reports of committees, 
conventior 5, and assemblies were 
given space in Baha'i News, along 
with such features as illustrated re
ports on progress of the Temple in
terior, and of the Shrine of the Bab. 

Special inserts on three different 
occasions covered financial resolves, 
a letter from the Guardian) and 
"Teaching Problems H by RulJ.iyyih 
Khanum. 

The need for more p ages is still a 
problem in editing. Lack of space 
prohibits the printing in each issue 
of much interesting material. 

Baha'i Publishing Comntittee 
Clara R. Wood, Manager 

Due to the Emergency Period for 
two years, publishing activities have 
necessarily been somewhat cur· 
tailed. However, we have Ibrought 
out some new publications, and are 
giving much thought to plans for 
future development of Baha'i Litera
ture. 

WOTld Order Magazine was sus
pended for the emergency period 
and in accordance with a suggestion 
from the Guardian, remittances for 
renewal of subscriptions were diver
ted to the Building Fund. In addi
tion, amounts due for unexpired sub
scriptions were either refunded, 
transferred to Building Fund or held 
for resumption of publishing as au
thorized by the subscriber. 

APRIL, 1950 

New Publications 
Baha'i Prayers, a new compilation 

selected from the Writings of the 
Baha'u'llah, the Bab and 'Abdu'l
Baha. The chief work of selecting 
these prayers wa s done by the late 
Bertha Hyde Kirkpatrick. Printed on 
India paper and bound in blue fab
rikoid. 

Bahci'i World, Volume X 1944-1946, 
especially featuring the Baha'i Cen
tenary. Eight hundred pages, 197 il
lustrations and two colored frontis
pieces. Bound in red cloth. 

Story Supplement for God Passes 
By with map of the journeys of the 
Founders of the Faith, 95 pages 
mimeographed. 

The Brilliant Proof by Mirza Abu'l
Fac;ll Gulpaygani, a new edition con
taining all salient passages. Twelve 
pages mimeographed. Now out of 
print. 

Declara-tion of Trust, a new 
revised edition containing all amend
ments to July 16, 1949. 

A Neu' Approach to Bahci'u'Uah 
and the New Era, compiled by the 
Programming Committee, adapted 
for use in informal fireside meetings. 
Forty·six pages mimeographed. 

God's Eternal Legacy, a new com
pilation by Della Emery, Ralph 
Emery, Herbert Hern, May Lawson 
and Mary M. Wilkin. One hundred 
and eight pages mimeographed. 

Baha'i Calendar for 1950. Baha'l 
Feasts and Anniversaries and civil 
calendar for the year. 
New Publications imported from 
England 

The Glad Tidings of Baha'ullah, 
edited by Dr. George Townshend, 
published by John Murray, London, 
England. Copies purchased in 
December were soon exhausted. A 
new supply is now en route from 
England. 

The Old Churches and the New 
World Faith, by Dr. George T<>Wll
shend, an important message declar
ing Dr. Townshend's relinquish
ment of Orders in the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of America into 
which he had been ordained in 1906 
in the diocese of Utah. Twenty 
pages, paper binding. 

The Prcnnise of All Ages, by Dr. 
George Townshend, a new revised 
edition made in England. One hun· 
dred and seventy-two pages bound 
in red cloth and blue paper. 

New World Order Diary 1950, 
bound in fabrikoid. Stock exhausted. 

Prescription for Living, by RU1).iy
yih ~banum. This important book 
ordered from England in September 
1949 and promised for prompt deliv
ery has not arrived as we go to 
press. We regret so much the delay. 
Reprints and re-purchases for re
sale. Books, Pamphlets and Outlines 
The Covenant, an outline for study 
Junior's Book of Religion 
The Bab's Address to the Letters 

of the Living 
Divine Art of Living 
Two Roads We Face 
The Spiritual Meaning of Adversity 
Baha'i Teachings for a World Faith 
Renewal of Civilization 
Baha'u'Uah and the New Era, 

German 
Commentary on the Will and Testa

ment Of 'Abdu'I-BaM 

Reviewing Committee 
Marguerite Firoozi, chaiTman. Eliza

beth Brooks. Marion Mills, Gretchen 
westervelt. 

The Reviewing Committee has 
received a variety of manuscripts 
during the past year and up to March 
4, 1950, has submitted to the National 
Spiritual Assembly reports on two 
books~ one copdensation of a Bah.a'i 
publication, four articles, one com
pila tion on prophecy I and one leaflet 
on prayer. Another article, a poem 
and a study course are at present 
in the hands of the committee. 

Archives Comntittee 
Mrs. Gertrude Henning, Chairman, 

Mrs. Gertrude S. Struven. Secrero.ry, 
Mis!:; Ruth Dasher, RecOoTding secretaTl/, 
Mrs. Nelle Heath, Mr. M. D. Roach, 
MI"S. Corinne True, Dr. Khan Zia. 

The committee has held seven well 
attended meetings this currel't year; 
five of them were held in the vault 
rooms of the Temple, where we have 
nearly completed an inventory of 
the sacred relics and keepsakes in 
the vaults. Lists of these articles, 
which have been numbered, have 
been placed on each of the metal 
containers. The most sacred relics 
are placed in a special case apart. 
This work refers only to the contents 
of the safes, the outer vault having 
a great deal yet to be inventoried. 
The committee sessions go on. One 
person has worked identifying, filing 
and mounting photographs. Three 
members have been indexing the 
recipients of IAbdu'l-Baha's Tablets, 
Volumes 1-2-3, and noting data rela
tive to the future publishing of other 
volumes. 
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About 95 per cent of the recipients 
of published Tablets are known, a 
large proportion of which have no 
originals. It is regrettable that so 
many of the Tablets, both published 
and unpublished. have either no orig
inals or no translations. 

We are indexing all Tablets which 
have originals. as the Guardian has 
stated that no Tablets will be pub
lished in forthcoming volumes for 
which no originals are a v aHa ble. 

Receipts for 135 letters from the 
Guardian have been issued to date, 
Feb. 15_ 

European Teaching Committee 
Miss Edna True, Chairman, Mrs. Julia 

Shows, Secretary. Mrs. Mary Sprague, 
Mrs. Sylvia Ioas, Mr. Leroy Ioas, Mrs. 
Clara Wood, Dr. Katherine True, Mrs. 
Nellie French. 

The growth in the European teach
ing field during this last year has 
!been in consolidaticn rather than in 
greater numbers and special empha
sis has been placed on assisting the 
12 newly fledged Spiritual Assem
blies to assume and carry out their 
manifold and new r~sponsibilities. 
These communities have been going 
through the difficult stage, encOWl
tered by all new Baha'is, of trying 
to put into practice, in their daily 
lives and relations with each other, 
the glorious teachings which· they 
have accepted so completely in their 
hearts. 

The Conference in Brussels August 
5, 6 and 7 marked a very heartening 
and impressive development in the 
spiritual maturity of the new Euro
pean believers. It was very notice
able to those who had attended the 
Conferences in both Geneva and 
Brussels that the native Baha'is were 
participating more in the consulta
tions and discussions at the latter 
and were readily assuming the 
responsibilities which had fallen to 
them. The "Covenant" and "Admin
istration" were again emphasized 
in the consultation material pre
sented. 130 representatives from 19 
different countries gathered together 
for three unforgettable days_ The 
attractive and modern University of 
Brussels made a perfect setting for 
this gathering and the Europeans, 
especially, enjoyed the experience 
of living with their fellow Baha'is 
from other comdries throughout the 
Conference period. The public meet
ing, held in the principal hall in 
Brussels. with an attendance of 450 
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pevple, was an outstanding success. 
The repercussions from the Confer· 
ence were most heartening and a 
new impulse and strength were 
gained for the Cause in the Brussels 
community. 

Another important occasion during 
the past year was the All·Swiss Con· 
ference held in the new Center in 
Bern, in November, 1949. Eighty 
representatives, from the two Swiss 
communities and other groups, con~ 
sulted together for two days on the 
objectives given to the European 
communities hy the Guardian, in 
his greeting to the Brussels Con
ference, and discussing their part 
in achieving these goals. Eight con· 
tacts, who had been studying the 
Faith, declared themselves during 
the Conference period and six of 
these all native Swiss were from 
Geneva. 

One of the most important and at 
the same time most difficult phases 
of the European teaching work is 
that of translating and publishing 
the Baha'i literature in the nine 
languages. The different Commit
tees appointed for this purpose are 
laboring selflessly and devotedly in 
this vital task, one which has been 
especially stressed by the Guardian. 

Extension teaching is now being 
developed in most of the goal coun
tries. This was not anticipated 
within the framework of the second 
Seven Year Plan but was especially 
requested by the Guardian in his 
Brussels Conference cable message. 

During this last year, the follow
ing pioneers have had to return to 
the United States for various per· 
sonal reasonS: Eunice and John 
Shureliff, Rita Van Sombeek, Hazel 
Pennington, Anna Kunz. All of these 
had contributed richly and invalu
ably to the European teaching work 
and their necessary departures were 
a definite los s. 

The foilowing new pioneers were 
placed in the European field: Doris 
and Don Corbin, to Stockholm; 
George Clark, to Oslo, later to Am
sterdam; Mary and Ed Bode, to 
Amsterdam, later to Lisbon; Ama 
Perron, to Switzerland. Elsr;. Horne
man, a native Norwegian who 
!became a Baha'i in Peru, was sent 
by the Committee from Oslo to assist 
with the work in Madrid. 

At the moment the following pio
neers are serving in the 10 Goal 
countries: 
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Norway: Elinor Gregory, Amelia 
Bowman 

Sweden: Doris and Donald Corbin 
Denmark: Dagmar Dole, Nancy 

Gates, Eleanor Hollibaugh 
Holtand: Mildred and George 

Clark, Jetty Straub. Itinerant tea
cher: Garreta Busey, 

Belgium: Anita loas 
Luxembourg: Sally Sanor, Ned 

Blackmer. 
Switzerland: Fritzi Shaver, Elsa 

Steinmetz, Doris Lohse, Arna Perron. 
Italy: Angelina and Ugo Giachery, 

Marion Little 
Spain: Virginia Orbison t Else 

Horneman. 
Portugal: Valeria Nichols, Louise 

Matthias, Charlotte Stirratt, Mary 
and Edward Bode. 
ETC Geneva Representative: Honor 
Kempton_ 

The number of newly declared 
believers, as of March 1, is 238 and 
the total number of Baha'is old and 
new and including the pioneers is 
324 in the 10 Goal countries of 
Europe. 

Through the magnificent and sus
tained efforts of the pioneers, rein
forced by the valuable assistance 
of the newly declared believers, 
the foregoing results have been 
achieved; and behind their dedicated 
efforts has been the staunch backing 
and support of the American Baha'i 
Community. All of the newly 
declared believers in the European 
field are deeply appreciative and 
grateful for the loving and selfless 
assistance which has been so abtUl
dantly given them by their American 
brothers and sisters. 

The Balul'i World 
Editorial Committee 

for Volume XII 
Robert L, Gulick, Cha.irman; Virginia 

Breaks, Secretary; Victor Alexander, 
Duart Vinson Brown, Georgiana Fitz
Gerald, Mrs. Marzieh Gail, Mrs. Loyce 
Lawrence, Christine Lofstedt, Dr. Sarah 
Pereira, Robert Powers, :Mrs. Myrtle 
Silva, Mrs. Marion Yazdi, Mr. Ali Yazdi. 

During the second year of the 
period for Volume XII, this Com
mittee completed and put into effect 
its plans for collecting materiaL Fol
low-up ietters to National Spiritual 
Assemblies, to Committees and to 
individuals were written repeatedly 
during the year. In addition to cor
respondence, two appeals for con
tributions were printed in the Bahli'; 
Youth BuHetin of the United States, 
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one was printed in the Geneva Bu.
reau News EXchange and one final re
quest \vas printed in BahiL~i News. 

Due to the austerity period in the 
United States, the suspension of pub
lication of Volume XI and to inten
sive work toward teaching goals in 
other countries, contrjbutions on the 
whole came in slowly. 

In January 1950, this Committee 
received instructions from the Guar
dian to begin shipping material not 
later than February 15. Nationa] 
Spiritual Assemblies and other con
tri.butors were promptly informed 
of these instructions. This resulted 
in a greatly jncreased and acceler
ated flow of material to the Com
mittee. 

First shipment of the manuscript 
for Volume XII was made on Febru
ary 15 and contributions received 
after that date are being forwarded 
as quickly as possible. 

In addition to collecting material 
the Guardian has instructed the 
Baha'i World Committees to "make 
the believers more Baha'i World con~ 
scious." As One means of doing this 
mem hers of the Committee prepared 
a set of questions with references 
to answers in volumes of The BaluPi 
World. These have been printed 
monthly in a box in Baha'i News. 

Souvenir of 'Ahdu'l-Baha 
Mrs. Amy Raubitschek. Secretary, 

Mrs. Edith Inglis, Mrs. Harriet Kelsey, 
Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm, Mr. Paul Wright, 
Mrs. Arnie Wright, Mr. Bernard Gottlieb, 
Miss Doris Raymond, Mr. Walter Good
iell'ow, Miss Ethel Revell, Mrs. Carrie 
Kinney. 

With austerity in mind, this year's 
"Souvenir" was planned according
ly. The program was printed on 
small-sized folders and no dessert 
was served-only tea and coffee, and 
for the children, plain and chocola te 
milk. Believers coming by car were 
asked to bring their own folding 
tables and chairs, to reduce number 
of hired ones needed. 

More than 300 guests came, sdme 
arriving early in the morning to 
attend a conference called by the 
Area Teaching Committee. Picnic 
time was scheduled for h'lelve~thirty 
to two~thirty. 

Three P.M. The Program 
Prayer and Greetings 

Chairman, Bernard Gottlieb 
Pianist, Gertrude ReIlllert 
Vocalist, Rhoda Marilyn Spencer 
Reading of address given by 'Abdu'l~ 

ApRrL,195O 

Bah; June, 1912 
Agnes Tichenor 

Theme: God's Covenant Fulfilled 
The Covenant-Will and Testament 

George Goodman 
The Center of the Covenant-His 

Station and Personality 
l\.1arzieh Gail 

Service in the Pine Grove 
Amy Raubitschek 

Though darkness was drawing the 
day to a close, many friends lingered, 
loathe to leave the grounds made 
sacred and blessed by the footsteps 
of the Beloved Master. 

International Relief 
Representative: Mrs, Beatrice Ashton 
During the Baha'i Year 106 (to 

March 1. 1950) a total of 239 
addresses has been given out for 
sending packages to Europe; the ad~ 
dresses have been given to 131 
Baha'is or CommWlities. A total of 
268 packages has been reeported sent 
but trus figure doe .. not include all 
packages actually sent, because no 
report has been received on 74 ad~ 
dresses given out and a few pack
ages are sent without contact being 
made with ~e International Relief 
Representative. There has been ex
cellent cooperation this year with 
the N.S.A. plant and this is reflected 
in the harmonious distribution in the 
Baha'i Communities and Groups 
where the packages are received. It 
is again requested that no packages 
of any kind be sent to Vienna. 

Details of the package·sending fol
low: To Germany, 248 clothwg or 
food packages, plus 11 CARE par· 
eels (6 food. 2 knitting Wool. 3 lard) 
and I Steneck food parcel: to all 
14 Baha'i Communi ties, 11 Groups, 
and the Sozialausschuss (German re~ 
lief committee) for isolated Baha'is, 
Russian Zone included; to England, 
7 packages and 1 CARE food; to 
Italy. 3 packages and 1 CARE food; 
to French Morocco, 3; to Budapest, 
2; to Sofia, 6 packages and 6 Sten· 
eck food parcels. 

Uniled Nalions Committee 
. Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh, Secretary, 

Mrs. Hila Yen Male, Mrs. Etta Mae 
Mikael, Mr, Rafi Mottahedeh, Miss Isa~ 
bel Silk, Mr. Amin Banani, Dr. David 
Ruhe, Mr. Matthew Bullock. 

Tbe U N Commi !tee has this year 
p articipa ted in two La tin American 
conferences of Non·Governmental 
Organizations which were held to 
secure the cooperation of these organ· 
jzations in the distribution of .infor~ 

mation on the U N and in layw& 
plans to build up popular opinion for 
its support. Reports were received 
from both these conferences and 
the Committee was delighted with 
the intelligent and constructive 
part played by our delegates, es~ 
pecially since they had had no pre~ 
vious experience in this field. 

We also took part in a U N Eur· 
opean Regional Conference of Non
Governmental Organizations in Gen
eva. Switzerland, last June. The 
comments of our delegate were much 
appreciated. 

We were again invited to partici~ 
pate in the meetings of the Kansas 
Non~Governmental Organization. The 
same delegates who so ably repre~ 
sen ted us last year continued their 
fine work. Here it should be said 
that the chairman of the Kansas con
ference has several times remarked 
on the outstanding work done by our 
delegates. 

During the past year we have had 
the unique opportunity to present 
the story of the Bahil'j Temple and 
our plan of worship at the express 
request of one member of the U N 
committee concerned with the con~ 
struction of a prayer room or build
ing at the new U N headquarters. 
She told us that after a lengthy dis· 
cussion with the architects and tech· 
nical experts as to how to overcome 
the various religious objections each 
group would bring to any suggested 
plan, it suddenly occurred to her 
that the Baha'is were the only ones 
who had been able to solve the prob
lem of bringing people of all reli
gions together. 

The committee continues to hold 
occasional fireside meetings in an 
effort to confirm some U N mem
bers. We plan to redouble our efforts 
on this score in the coming year_ 

Inter-Am.erica CommiHee 
Mr. E. W. Mattoon. Chairman, Miss 

Julie Regal. Secretary, Mrs. Amelia 
Collins, Mrs. Dorothy Baker, Mr. Larry 
Kramer, Mr. Ellsworth Blackwell, Miss 
Elizabeth Cheney, Miss Evelyn Larson, 
Mrs. Loulie Mathews, Miss Gwenne 
Sholtis. 

Baha'i teaching activities in Latin 
America have undergone great 
changes from the period of the first 
Seven Year Plan to the present. 
Then the work was planned and 
directed entirely from this country ~ 
and carried on by North American 
pioneers. Now there are no less than 
ten National Committees jn the two 



regions of Central and South Amer· 
ica, composed primarily of Latin be
lievers, who for the most part plan 
and - put into effect teaching pro
jects, with National Spiritual Assem
bly approval; who translate, publish, 
and distribute Baha'I literature: who 
prepare and issue study courses,
seven during the current year; who 
prepare radio scripts and publicity 
material;who publish Baha'i Bulle
tins and distribute them to individual 
believers throughout the two regions, 
and who organize and are given full 
responsibility for conducting an an
nual International Baha'i Congress 
in each of the two regions. 

This year CEBSA, the National 
Teaching Committee for South 
America, conscious of the extreme 
need for more trained native 
teachers capable of deepening the 
Latin believers in the essential veri
ties of the Faith. such as the Cove
nant, and in its history and admin
istration, has prepared study guides 
and supplied instructors for each of 
five Regional Teaching Conferences 
held in Bogota, Riof Montevideo, 
Valparaiso. and La Paz. 

A similar project has been carried 
out by CEBMA, NTC for Central 
America, with conferences held in 
Havana, Mexico City, Tegucigalpa, 
and San Jose. Representatives of 
Baha'i communities in from one to 
four countries attended each confer
ence. A member of each NTC was 
sent to all conferences in his region, 
and North American pioneers also 
gave valuable assistance. 

While the constructive results of 
these r'egional conferences have far 
exceeded expectations, the picture 
has also been clarified with respect 
to weaknesses and critical needs in 
certain areas. Both CEBMA and 
CEBSA have drawn up surveys, 
country by country, in which they 
not only point out the stronger areas, 
but attempt to diagnose the illnesses 
of certain localities and recommend 
a s remedies pioneer proj ects by 
North American teachers in a num
ber of cases and by native teachers 
in others. 

Severe growing pains have been 
evident at times as added duties 
have been turned over to the Latin 
believers through their Nationa1 
Committees, but the initiative and 
energy shown by the Latin friends, 
as they press on toward their first 
Annual Conventions in 1951 out of 
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\'Vhich \~lil1 be born two National Spir
itual Assemblies, are most gratify
ing. 

The International Congresses this 
year """,'ill be held in Lima for South 
America. and in San Salvador for 
the Central region. The National 
Spiritual Assem bly will be repre
sented at both Congresse::; by its 
Chairman. 

As the wonderful day of realiza
tion approaches for the erection of 
two new pillars of the International 
House of Justice~ let us respond 
more fully and readily to the Guard
ian's often repeated appeal that a 
re-emphasis be given to the Latin 
American work and that new pio
neers enter this field. At the same 
time we will be answering the cal] 
of our fellow believers to the South, 
"Come over into Latin America and 
help us" 

Programming Committee 
Mr. Wm. Kenneth Christian, Chair

man, Mrs. Dorothy Bakc-r, Vice·Ch.ai.r
m.an, Mrs. MyrUe Wendler, Secretary. 

,A,ssisting Panel: Mrs. Mary Haggard. 
Mrs. Margery McCormick, Dr. Sarah 
Pereiera. Mrs. Florence Reeb, Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot, Mrs. Marguerite True. 

The season 1949-50 was stream
lined to meet the requirements of 
the austerity period and the com
mittee was reduced to three memo 
bers, assisted by a panel. 

Following the summer studies, a 
program of stimulation, through 
Baha'i News, was worked out, in col
laboration with the four Area 
National Teaching Committees, who 
met with the National Assembly im
mediately after the 1949 Convention. 
The theme adopted for the year was 
Meeting the Crisis. The alternating 
emphases were to Stud.y the Word., 
Tel! the Story. From July, 1949 
through April, 1950 articles were set 
up and published on these emphases, 
using as text books: Advent of Di
vine Justice, Foundations of Wor~d 
Unity, New Approach to Balui
'u'llah and The New Era, Dispensa
tion of Bahci'u'tlcih, God's Eternal 
Legacy, Divine Art of Living. 

Early in the fall the second sy 11a
bus of the Programming Committee 
was offered for publication, The New 
Approach to Bah6.'u'llcih and The 
New Era. As the essential purpose 
of the syllabus on God Passes By 
had been one of deepening, the pur
pose of the syllabus on New Era was 
one of fireside attraction and teach-
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ing. This syllabus gave a few simple 
directives for the fireside teacher in 
presenting the New Era to new in· 
quirers and include several apt sto
ries taken from the authentic WTit· 
ings and attuned to the inquirer, to 
be used in connection with each suc
cessive chapter, as needed. It in
cluded also inserts of Bible Proph
ecy references, words of Baha'u'llah, 
'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi on 
the Christ, and a page of brief quo· 
tations entitled, What Can Prayer 
Do FOT You? Recommendations of 
film slides and strips were inter
spersed in the course, and a simple 
list of questions as an accompani
ment to each lesson. 

In addition to The New Approach 
to Buha'u'Ucih and The New Era, the 
following works were brought out 
and programmed: God's Ete-rna! 
Legacy, compiled by Della Emery, 
Ralph Emery, May Lawson, Mary 
Magdalene Wilkin, and Divine Art 
oJ Living, a study and discussion out
line, compiled by Marian Crist Lip
pitt. 

The Committee has distributed 
where requested. the radio trans
cription series; also a request for 
the series has been received from the 
Baha'is of Edinburgh, Scotland. The 
Committee has entered this record 
series in a contest conducted by The 
Institute for Education by Radio, 
Ohio State University. Columbus, 
Ohio. 

The motto of the Programming 
Committee continues to be "Help the 
believer help himself." 

Child Education Committee 
Miss Arline Lindenstruth, Chairman, 

Mrs. Margaret Gawen, Secretary, Mrs. 
Sylvia Parmalee. Mrs. Amy Dwelly, 
Mrs. Kit Goldstein. Dr. Genevieve Coy, 
Mrs. Mickey Rafaatt, Mr. Hilary Thorne. 

The meetings of the Child Educa· 
tion Committee have been held bi
monthly in Philadelphia and New 
York, with almost 100 per cent at
tendance. 

The mailing list for our Bulletin, 
"The Childfs ~~ay" is growing 
rapidly and being mailed all over 
the United St a tes and other parts of 
the world, one being translated into 
Spanish. A Children's Page has been 
added this year. 

A Symposium was held in the New 
York center, which included a dem
onstration of teaching methods, rhy
thm band, display of materials, and 
discussion on "Why do we need a 
World Religion?" 
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At last year's Convention a 
committee member supervised a 
planned workshop for parents and all 
interested in teaching children. 

The committee has personal1y re
viewed many manuscripts and out
lines submitted. 

We were successful in encouraging 
Mrs. Fitch to include an article on 
the Faith in her new book. 

Due to financial limitations and 
our desire to have publications meet 
the highest possible standards, as 
well as the needs of the most people, 
we have not been able to recom
mend anything for publication. The 
committee is trying to give encour
agement and help to teachers and 
parents through the Bulletin. We are 
making a survey of the age groups 
and locations throughout the coun
try, of Baha'i children, so that our 
Bulletin will meet the needs of the 
most of our readers, both actual and 
potential. 

Baha'i Youth Committee 
Miss Helen Blohm, Chairman, Miss 

Florence Piepenburg, Secretary, Miss 
Jane Hassman, Mr. Lawrence Suhm, 
Miss Maybelle Perry. Mr. Farhang 
Javid, Miss Carol Holcombe. Mrs. Mary 
Elizabeth Norcham, :Miss Helen Niss, 
:Miss Edith, Segan, Miss Narrine Kluge. 

The main objective of the National 
Baha'i Youth Committee has been 
to exist as a central coordinating 
body through which the regional 
youth committees in the Northeast
ern, Central, Southern, and Western 
areas, could organize and operate. 
This was accomplished by furnish
ing these regional bodies with the 
necessary organizational facilities, 
such as mailing information of geo
graphical areas, reports and news of 
regional activity published in the 
youth bulletin, issued monthly, and 
organizational directives from the 
committee. Each of the regionals 
has a chairman, secretary, youth 
bulletin reporter, Pen Pals repre
sentative, College Bureau represent
ative, and Compilation Bureau repre
sentative. 

The necessity of these regional 
committees has become even more 
evident, since these regionals can 
actually establish contact with iso
lated Baha'i youth and Baha'i youth 
groups throughout the nation, some
thing which the committee during 
previous years had tried to do, but 
failed. The regionals hold confer
ences where groups of youth meet 
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together either in one central area 
or in different areas under one 
agenda with these results: youth are 
stimulated to greater activity, teach
ing is accomplished, and organiza
tional experience is obtained. Such 
conferences held during the year 
have served to compensate in a 
small way for the absence of sum
mer schools. The regionals have 
been constantly encouraged and 
urged to plan conferences for the 
coming summer, since summer 
schools win not yet be open. 

The central office of the commit
tee has been in Milwaukee, Wiscon
sin. The chairman and bulletin 
editor, Helen Blohm, operated in 
Madison, Wis" while attending the 
university, and the secretary, Flor
ence Piepenburg, coordinated work 
in the Milwaukee office. A Youth 
Advisory COW1cil was appointed by 
the NSA, upon whom the committee 
could call for consultation and in
formation. Four adults in the Mil
waukee area comprised the body and 
met with the committee members at 
several committee meetings. 

National Youth Day, held in Nov· 
ember, and World Youth Day, held 
in February, were celebrated by 
Baha'i Youth, with the committee 
choosing the central theme to be 
followed on these days. The theme 
for National Youth Day was, 'IYouth 
Looks at Religion," and the theme 
for World Youth Day was, "United 
Nations Today ... United Nations 
Tomorrow," which was presented by 
Baha'i Youth throughout the world. 

Committees fW1ctioning under the 
Baha'i Youth Committee are the Col
lege Bureau, Pen Pals Bureau, Com
pilation Bureau and the Youth Bulle· 
tin. 

Public Relations 
Horace Holley, Chairman, Richard 

McCurdy, SecretOoTy, Mrs. Alice S. Cox, 
L. Paul Harris, William C. Henning, Mrs. 
Doris Holley, William R. Lacey, Mrs. 
Barbara McCurdy, Clarence Ullrich. 

The committee has transferred its 
plan of action from a public advertis
ing campaign to the improvement 
of its facilities for service without 
cost to the National FW1d. It has 
worked on press releases, service to 
Assemblies and groups, reporting 
references to the F ai th in books and 
magazines by non-Baha'is, and spe
cial projects. 

Its outstanding events have been: 
The Guardian's letter written to the 

committee on June 6, 1949, published 
in Baha'i News for August; develop~ 
ment of theme "What is my reli
gion" for local meetings, in Septem
ber issue; recommendation of World 
Religion Day, approved by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. the an
nouncement appearing in Baha'i 
.. r.,,Tews for December; preparation of 
,"Vorld Religion Map; and develop
ment of special publicity for World 
Religion Day and for the Centenary 
of the Martyrdom of the Barb; re
search on sources for a representa
tive national mailing list. 

The committee appreciates the op
portunity given during the present 
austerity period to widen its vision 
and perfect its techniques for the 
new and greater era of "proclama
tion" fa cing the believers when the 
Temple is open for public worship, 

Questionnaires Committee 
Ward M. Calhoon, ChaiTman) Sylvia 

Calhoon. Secretary, Herbert Suhrn, 
Tr€Qsurer, Dr. Jean Bonn. Dessel Suhn, 
Barbara Perleberg, Ruth Schultz. 

Another Year of Questionnaire ac
tivity has continued to demonstrate 
the popularity of this service. 

Thousands of new interested souls 
from nearly every state of the union 
have chosen this means of indicating 
their desire to investigate the Baha)j 
teachings. Each and everyone of 
these seekers ha ve received lit· 
erature answering the questions they 
checked. Some of these question
naires came through the office at Wil
mette. However, the greater portion 
came directly to the committee ad
dress at Oconomowoc. 

It has been gr atifying to receive 
personal letters of appreciation from 
many of those who received answer 
literature. Some of these letters re
vealed that the answers gave them 
a new outlook on life. A larger per
centage than usual checked the 
statement, that they would appreci· 
ate receiving notices of Baha'i Pub
lic meetings. It is hoped that the 
assemblies, regionals, and groups re
cei ving the returned cards, have 
complied with such requests and 
have contacted these interested in
quirers. 

The Questionnaires Committee 
wishes to take this occa sion to thank 
those who have reported cases where 
the questionnaire service was instru
mental in originating a seeker who 
became a believer. 



Just to refresh your memories. 
The prices of questionnaire cards are 
as follows: 
Single cards for meetings or per

sonal presentation; are priced at 
75c per hundred. 

Folding type for mailing 
$1.10 per hundred. 
The Committee would appreciate 

check or money order with your reo 
quest for additional cards. 

Temple Program Committee 
Mrs. Margarite Ullrich, Chairman, 

Mrs. Nina Matthisen, SeCT€taT!/, Mrs. 
Harriet Hilpert. Mrs. Sylvia Ioas, Mr. 
Edwin Koyl, Mrs. Rosa Lewis. Mrs. 
Helen Roach, Mr. Clarence Suhm. 

The duties of the Temple Program 
Committee might be divided into two 
categories-guide work and planning 
and publicizing of all meetings and 
activities at the Temple with the ex· 
ception of the Convention meetings. 
This latter means planning Sunday 
afternoon public meetings, the super· 
vision of the Children's Hour and 
the preparation of the Naw-Rtiz 
Feast. 

The public meeting on Sunday aft
ernoon starts promptly at 3:30. 
Through the splendid co-operation of 
speakers and chairmen, this prompt
ness is maintained at all times. 

Forty-two different speakers and 
47 different chairmen were used at 
these Sunday meetings during the 
past year, some, of course, more 
than once. 

Special programs were arranged 
for World Religion Day and in honor 
of Brotherhood week. The youth had 
charge of the program on National 
and International Youth days. 

We have used speakers from the 
local areas of Chicago, Evanston t 

Oak Park, Park Ridge and Evans
ton; as well as out-of-town speakers 
from Detroit, Grosse Point and Lan
sing, Michigan; Batavia, Mattoon, 
Peoria and Urbana, Illinois; Cleve
land and Lima, Ohio; Kenosha, Mad
ison and Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Bos
ton, Mass., Puerto Rico, and Spo
kane, Wash. 

The lecture each Sunday is pre
ceded by recorded music t and each 
lecture is followed by a showing of 
the Temple slides with the recorded 
script as the first part of the tour 
of the Temple. 

'Abdu'l-Baha said that the Temple 
would be renowned throughout the 
world, and so it is, because it is 

B.wn NEWS 

visited by people from all over the 
world, including many distinguished 
guests, and a surprisingly large num· 
ber of young people. Did you know 
that since the Temple was opened 
to guided tours about 400,000 people 
have been shown through the build
ing? Last year there \~lere some 
25,000 visitors. Over the Labor Day 
weekend, 1155 visitors were counted 
and on Sunday, October 16, 1949~ 
there were 553 visitors. Do you see 
why guide work presents not only a 
great pri~ilege, but also a problem 
to the Baha'is? The problem is to 
get sufficient guides to handle this 
vast throng of people. We are par· 
ticularly grateful to the believers 
who came great distances to guide, 
some devoting their entire vacation 
period. It would have been difficult 
to keep the Temple open at the 
scheduled hours without their assist
ance. The privilege is the outpouring 
of spiritual power which enriches the 
soul and which is received in great 
abundance when giving the Message, 
as one does in guiding at the Tern· 
ple. 

Library Committee 
Mrs. Ellen Sims, Chairman, Mrs. 

Dorothy Fisher, ·Mrs. Helen Lawser, 
Duncan McAl~ar. 

Books were donated to 16 libraries, 
including 13 public libraries and 3 
college and university libraries. The 
following public libraries accepted 
books: Redlands, Cal.; Biloxi, Miss.; 
Fishers Island, N.Y.; Marysville, 
Wash.; Princeton, Ind.; West Brook· 
field, Mass.; Inglewood, Cal.; Berk
ley, Mich.; Santa Rosa, Cal.; Key 
Vlest, Fla.; Miami Shores, Fla.; 
Prescott, Ariz. and Newark, N.Y. 
Books were given to the following 
colleges and universities: Antioch 
College, Ohio, University of South 
Carolina and Montana University. 
Antioch College and the Newark Pu'b
lie Library also accepted pamphlet 
collections. 

The Library Committee contacted 
all the local assemblies suggesting 
that a Li hrary Display be arranged 
in connection with World Religion 
Day. From reports sent to the COffi k 

mittee, a two week's display was 
held in Urhana, Ill.; a display of 
the sacred books of all religions was 
arranged in Springfield, 1fass.; Mon
rovia, Cal. held its first display with 
books, pictures and free literature 
arranged on two tables; Newark, 
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N.J. also had the first display of 
Baha'i literature including a pam
phlet collection t for two weeks. 

A Bulletin giving suggestions for 
more effective use of public library 
collections is being mailed to all as
semblies at this time. 

We are trying to 'make arrange
ments through the United Nations 
Committee to place a set of Baha'i 
books in the United Nations library 
soon. Res!llts will be reported. 

Visual Education Committee 
The report from this committee 

has not been received as we go to 
press. It will be puhlished later. 

Service for the Blind 
Mrs. Amedee Gibson, chairman; John 

F. Gibson, secreta.ry; Mrs. Melba Call 
King, Mrs. Dorothy S. Mitchell, Mrs. 
Mabel Perry, Miss Ella Quant, Mrs. 
Gertrude Schurgast. 

The committee is happy to report 
the reprinting of The Reality Of Man 
in Braille; the binding of the hand
transcribed' manuscripts on hand; 
the transcription in English Braille 
of Religious Education fOT a Peace· 
ful Society, Radiant Acquiescence~ 
The Spiritual Meaning of AdverSity, 
Religion Returns, The Old Churches 
and the New World Faith, The Open 
Door, and in Esperanto Braille of 
Bahaaj Instruoj pOT Mondkrec!o. 
Other transcriptions are being com
pleted. 

The transcriptions of Dorothy Mit
chell, appointed to the committee in 
October, are widely circulated 
among her blind contacts. Lessons 
in Esperanto Braille transcribing 
were given to a "friend," who is' 
doing splendid work. 

As the request of the ETC repre
sentative in Europe, Paris Talks in 
Esperanto Braille was sent to Gen· 
eva, pamphlets in English Braille 
were also provided. The NSA of Ger
many rejoiced when a visiting friend 
brought them literature for the blind. 
Orders were filled for as far as Bra
zil, South Africa and Alaska. 

Our "radius of contacts" has aiSo 
been extended in this country not 
only through the work of committee 
members but also through the splen
did cooperation and initiative of the 
friends. All expenses have been met 
~y a revolving fund, kept alive by 
the sale of literature prepared in 
former years. 
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Area National Teaching 
Committees 

Northeastern States 
Mr. H. Borah Kavelin, Chairman, Mrs. 

Katherine McLaughlin. Corresponding 
Secretary, Mr. Rustam Payman. Mrs. 
Della Quillian, Mr. Curtis Kelsey, Miss 
Sallie O'Neill, Mr. Ala'i Kalantar, Mrs. 
Margaret Ruhe .• 

This year's teaching program 
marked a change in emphasis from 
the last 3 years, when our goals 
were basically numerical~ The two· 
fold policy adopted by the Kational 
Spiritual Assembly of "Study the 
Word" ,and "Tell the Story" is basic, 
but the degree of success cannot be 
statistically measured. Rather a pic~ 
ture of the Area emerges with 
shaded values, representing various 
intensities of activity) of growth and 
of service to the cause. 

Some of the bright spots in this 
picture are: the surge of spirit ac
companying the World Religion Day 
meetings, held by most of the As
semblies and many groups, one of 
which, that in Brattleboro, Vt., was 
attended by 135 non-Baha'is; the 
Baha'i exhibits at 3 county fairs, in 
New Hampshire, New Jersey and 
New York, and 1 at the Boston An
tiques Exposition; the week-end 
work-shops, especially valuable with 
the summer schools closed, held in 
Maine, New York and New Jersey; 
the summer picnic meetings for 
Baha'is and seekers, always well-at
tended, held throughout the Area, 
especially emphasized in New York; 
the public presentation of the Faith 
at the regular services of 2 Unitar
ian Churches, in Hartford, Conn., Iby 
George Goodman and in Portland, 
Maine, by the minister, the Rev. 
Arthur N. Moore; a few very well
attended Firesides, especially those 
held monthly by Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 
DeForge, in Tenafly, N. J. t where 
from 52 to 89 persons,. two-thirds of 
these seekers, have been present. 

Throughout all the Regions the 
Teaching Committees have held 
meetings of consultation with the 
small Assembly, groups and isolated 
Baha'is. These meetings have proved 
most valuable in increasing the unity 
of the believers. as well as promot
ing the teaching. 

Statistically, on March 1st, 4 As
semblies had fewer than 9 members, 
5 had just 9, 14 had between 10 and 
14, and 3 had 15. Three groups are 
working to achieve assembly status 
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this April. There have been about 40 
new enrollments to March 1st. 

Southern States Area~ Eastern 
Division 

Mr. .fohn Inglis. Chairnwn. Mrs. Ba
hi:'l-'Yih Ford, Sec-retary, Mrs. Louise Tay
lor, Mr. Harry Fora, Mrs. P. D. Cun
ningham. 

The work of the year may be re
ported in four parts: 1. Consolida
tion, 2. Research on conditions, 3. 
Gro",'th, 4. Plans. 

Consolidation: Numerically, there 
has been little change: 'there are 
fifteen communities in the nine 
states and the District of Columbia. 
Seven are under fifteen in member
ship. Four of the states have com
munities so small that they may be 
called critical. However ~ they have 
held without importing settlers. 
Much time has been spent by the 
Area and Regional committees in
tegrating the work in this area. 
There have been many meetings and 
many visits to individual commun
ities. There seems to be a greater 
acceptance of the personal responsi
bility to '·study-teach." 

Research: By questionnaire and 
visits to communities, groups and 
nearly all isolated believers, we have 
a picture of the activity and the gen~ 
eral make-up of the Area. Part of 
the results of the Study indicate: 

56% believers are active 
51% attend most Feasts 
34% actively teach or make con-

tacts 
11 % hold firesides 
69% are white 
31% negro 
69% women 
31% men 

The number of new BahaTs during 
the last three years averages not 
more than one per year per com
munity. 

Except in a couple of instances. 
groups are not functioning. Isolated 
believers find it most difficult to pro~ 
mote the F ai tho 

Growth: There have been few 
new enrollments. Many contacts 
have been made. Study classes are 
being held. Openings have been 
found in colleges, clubs~ civic groups, 
radio. 

There are forces at work in the 
south which are bringing about 
changes in attitudes. Here and there 
restrictions on accOlUlt of color are 
being relaxed, not much~ but even 
a faint light is bright in utter dark
ness. 

Pfans: Every community has been 
visited at least once, and most twice 
by members of the Area committee, 
The many meetings~ Regional, Com
munity and public have stirred up 
much ground, and seeds have been 
planted. The Area Committee, with 
the Regional, plan to keep the earth 
watered and CUltivated. This means 
increasing the number of contacts, 
more firesides and improved teach
ing. There will be a general confer
ence immediately after Convention 
to map out a continuance of study
teach effort. Materials for contacts 
and for teaching are being organ
ized, and courses to help teachers. 

Washington, D. C. is now a part 
of this Area. There is already evi
dence of mutual benefit from this 
arrangement. Washington through 
an extension teaching committee is 
of great value to 1Ihe Area. Area 
speakers and teachers are, by in
vitation, available to the Washington 
community. 

Southern States Area, Western Di
vision 

Mrs. Olivia Blackwell, SecretaTy~ Mr. 
Edward Campbell, Mrs. Dorothy Camp
bell, Mrs. Mary Beal Edson, Mrs. Grace 
Balboaca, Mrs. Margaret Ellis, Mrs. An
nie Romer. 

During the past Baha'i year, this 
Committe€! decided that in order to 
make a complete survey of the seven 
states comprising the Division~ that 
personal visits by one or more of 
the Committee members be made to 
each LSA and RTC in the Division. 
This was done, and after a careful 
analysis of the actual need in each 
case, the Committee then proceeded 
to do whatever it could to meet those 
specific needs. In operating in this 
manner, we feel that we have not 
only assisted each place with its in
dividual problems, ibut that in the 
process a warm bond of union and 
affection grew within this Area 
which in itself is a tri bu te to the 
power of the Cause. 

This Division of the Southern Area 
consists of four RTCs and 11 LSA's. 
Members of this Committee were 
sent as speakers to three RTC Con
ferences during the year. A teaching 
circuit was made by Mr, Philip A.. 
Marangella: at the request of this 
Committee, which included Jackson, 
Miss., New Orleans~ La., Dallas, 
Houston~ San Antonio, and Austin, 
Texas. Mr. Marangella's teaching 
tour took three months to complete, 



during which time he gave 24 public 
lectures, spoke at 4 firesides, and 
met with small groups of Baha'is 
and· their friends at 6 gatherings 
during the course of the circuit. 

The RTC of Texas is very active 
and doing exceptionally fine teach
ing work through correspondence as 
well as through an orderly and 
methodical mailing out of Baha'i 
pamphlets (553 pamphlets were 
mailed to date). The Arkansas-Ok
lahoma RTC 'is -doing splendid work 
in contacting isolated believers in 
that region. Three conferences were 
held by this RTC during this year. 
This RTC has also actively assisted 
one of the weaker Communities in 
the State. The RTC of Kentucky-Ten
nessee had two meetings this year, 
and resolved to bridge the gap be
tween the Baha'is of a Community 
and the isolated believers of the Re
gion. They prepared Baha'i book lists 
showing all books available in the 
Nashville Community library, and of
fered to lend anyone in the Region 
any book of his choice. The Louisi
ana-Mississippi RTC had two con
ferences during this year. A fireside 
meeting is being held at the home 
of the RTC Chairman weekly. Copies 
of the press release in connection 
with World Religion Day was sent 
out by this RTC to 62 newspapers 
in the Region, and to two radio sta
tions. 

Central States Area 
Mr. Monroe loas, Chairman, Mrs. May 

Scheffer, Secretary, Mrs. Anlelia Collins, 
Mrs. Florence Gibson, Mrs. Sarah Wal
ra th, Mr. Clarence Suhm. Dr. Katherine 
True, Mr. Charles Reimer. Miss Sophie 
Loeding. Mrs. Arabelle Haywood. 

In accordance with plans evolved 
durin g la st year's Convention which 
were endorsed by the National Spirit
ual Assembly, the Area National 
Teaching Committee for the Central 
States organized itself to promote 
greater participation in the teaching 
work by the individual Baha'is in 
their area. 

The first active step .in this di
rection was made by calling a con
ference with the regional teaching 
committees early in September. 
There the plans for teaching were 
thoroughly discussed and the re
gional teaching committees as a re
sult have been following this general 
directive throughout this entire per
iod. In many of our cities increased 
activity is notice8lble. They have had 
a marvelous success in Highland 
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Park, Michigan, starting off from 
scratch, they now have seven be
lievers and there is a possibility that 
their assembly may be formed ·be
fore very long. In Phoenix, IlL sus· 
tained teaching work has resulted in 
an addition of four new believers 
this year. Similar things could be 
said of other communities. In these 
cases the believers themselves are 
largely responsible for the successes. 
Through active functioning by the 
believers themselves,- a keener de
sire to cooperate with the regional 
teaching committees and in other 
ways, the plan originally presented 
has proven itself good. If it is con
tinued steadfastly we feel sure that 
the teaching work in the entire coun
try will be on a better basis than 
ever before. 

On February 22nd the National 
Spiritual Assembly called a meeting 
of the Area National Teaching Com
mittees to attend an Institute for 
four days. At this Institute several 
of the members of the National Spiri
tual Assembly presented teaching 
plans which when they have been 
carried through to the regional teach
ing committees and then in turn to 
the Baha'i communities, will, we fee] 
further greatly augment the individ
ual believers' capabilities as teach
ers of the Faith. 

In conclUSion, we would say that 
there is a general feeling among the 
believers that while every opportu
nity to speak of the Cause must be 
taken by every believer the whole 
teaching plan as organized through 
the teaching committees should. be 
regarded as a long range operation, 
which if consistently followed up will 
bear fruit in deepening the under
standing of the teachings in the body 
of the believers, encouraging them 
to greater activity, inspiring confi~ 

fidenee and lU1iting their effort 
through organized work. 

Western States Area 
Mr. Robert Powers, Chairman; Mrs. 

Jesma Herbert, Secretary; Mrs. Charles 
Wolcott. Mrs. CharleS' Ellis-, Sr., Mr. Win
ston Evans, Mrs. Gertrude Jacoby; Mrs. 
Robert W. Kenny, and Mr. Charles Wol
cott. 

Against a backgrot.md of prevail
ing austerity, necessitated by the 
Temple Fund, the overall theme of 
the Teaching Work as given out !by 
the National Spiritual Assembly, 
that of "Telling the Story" and 
"Studying the Word," has been 
pressed continuously upon all be-
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lievers through the Regional Teach
ing Committees. The common ex
perience of the R.egional Committees 
has been that while individual teach
ing has been greatly augmented, it 
has been very hard to measure re
sults with finality. It has been diffi
cult, also, to measure the extent to 
which individual believers have part
icipated in "Studying the Word." 
l\:Iany RTC's have felt the goal was 
too vague to produce measurable re
sults, and that the over-all theme 
should have been linked, nationally, 
with a definite goal of accomplish
ment. 

The teaching program was given 
impetus by the representatives of 
the National Spiritual Assembly, 
sent through all regions to develop 
individual responsibility towards the 
Temple Completion, and whose 
available time was scheduled for 
firesides and public meetings, and 
this Area was fortWlate in hearing 
from Mrs. Mamie Seto, Miss Char
lotte Linfoot and Mrs. Margery Mc
Cormick. 

Traveling teachers passing through 
the Area have been utilized, and Mr. 
Duart Vinson Brown, of Northern 
California, has been of assistance to 
four Regions. Mr. Rex King, of Wash
ington State, is planning teaching 
assistance to Montana, en route east. 
Mr. Robert Powers of this Com
mittee assisted in Arizona, New 
Mexico, and Northern California. 

World Religion Day was· seized 
upon by every Region and by practi. 
cally every community as a high 
point of focus for their teaching act
ivity, and from Alaska to New Mex
ico reports pour in which evidence 
the far-reaching influence this move 
on the part of the National Spiritual 
Assembly is to have. 

In two regions a constructive part 
was played by RTC's with the sup
port of the ANTC in adjusting prob
lems of racial discrimination within 
communities. 

Fine results have been obtained by 
advertising followed up- by COrres
pondence or other con tact; by pre
sentation of a series of lectures on 
the World's Great Religions; by par· 
ticipation in State Fairs and cooper
ation with groups with some allied 
aims. 

Final standing of the groups and 
assemblies within the regions is not 
available this early in the Baha'i 
Year, but it may yet be necessary 
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to call for pioneer assistance for 
Colorado-Wyoming, where Laramie, 
Wyoming, is the only assembly in 
the state; and for Montana, Southern 
California, and Washington State, al] 
of which have assemblies nearing 
the danger line. fuo regions are hop
ing for new Assemblies. 

The Committee hopes, next year 
will see the application of this year's 
theme to more distinct goals, and 
that seeds planted this year will have 
a fuller unfoldment by April 20, and 
in the next Baha'i year. 

Directory Additions and 
Changes 

Local Spiri1ual AssembJy Secret.a.ries: 

GLENDALE, CALIF. 
Mrs. Garnette Whitefield 
1335 S. Adams St., Z. 5 

SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 
Mrs. Gladys Loudon 
1670 4th Ave. 

ELMHURST, ILL. 
Miss Phyllis M. Rachau 
458 Fairview Ave. 

GREAT FALLS, MONT. 
Mrs. Ethel McAllaster 
1305 First Ave .. So, 

SHOREWOOD, WIS. 
Mrs. Beula Brown 
3514 N. Murray Ave. 
Milwaukee 11, Wis. 

MONROVIA, CALIF. 
Mrs. Harold Gates 
144 Lincoln Rd. 

TOPEKA, KANSAS 
Mrs. Edna R. King 
1180 Buchanan St. 

MANSFIELD, OHIO 
Miss Alice E. Grabler 
244 S. Dia mond St. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Mr. Harald Peter Bye 
1833 New Hampshire Ave., N. W. 
Washington 9, D. C. 

JERSEY C1TY, N. J. 
Miss 3. E. Davenport 
P. O. Box 495 
Journal Square Station 
Jersey City 6, N. J. 

Regional Teaching Committees: 
WESTERN PENNA. 

Mrs. Ruth Brown, Sec. 
R. D. 7 
Pittsburgh 29, Pa. 

In Memoriam 
Mr. Robert Bradley, West Haven, Conn. 

12-3t-49 
Mrs. Mary M. Davis, Birmingham, Ala. 

10-15,49 
Mr. Jfjhn Beilhart, Birrn.ingham, Ala. 

Approx. 1 year ago 
Mrs. Clarence H. Lunt, Wenham, Mass. 

1,21-50 

APRIL,1950 

Mr . .fohn B. Freitas, Honolulu, Hawaii 
1-2.5-50 

Miss Julia Culver, Berkeley, Calif. 
1-22-50 

Mr. Edward Mecha. Milwaukee, Wis. 
1,29,50 

Miss Dora Meyers, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
1·16·50 

Mrs. Jessie T. Beecher, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla. 2-14-50 

Mrs. Adeline Duff, Muskegon. Mich. 2·50 

Mrs. Vida Kelly, Berkeley, Calif. 2·14-50 

Mrs. Clara Knox, Andover, Mass. 2-27~40 

Mr. Dimitri Marianoff, New York, N.Y. 
2·20·50 

Mrs. Emma Henry, Glen Ellyn, Ill. 
(d3t~ unknown) 

Enrollments 
(These C<lver the period from Jan. 19 to 

Mar. 8, 1950) 
Enrollments reported by 
Local Spiritua.l Assemblies: 

ARIZ., Tucson 2: ARK., Little Rock I; 
CALIF., Alhambra 1; Burbank 3; Los 
Angeles 4; Oakland 2; Pasadena 2: San 
Bernardino 1; San Francisco 1; FLA., 
.Miami 1; GA., Atlanta 2; Augusta I; 
HAWAII, Honolulu 1; ILL., Phoenix .3; 
IND., Ft. Wayne 3; MASS., Boston 1; 
MICH., Battle Creek 2; Flint I; Grand 
Rapids 1; Lansing 1; MISS., Jackson 1; 
MO., Kansas City 1; St. Lows 1; NEV., 
Reno 1; NEW YORK, New York City 2; 
Waterloo 1; OHIO, Cleveland 1; PA., 
West Chester 1; UTAH, Salt Lake City 1; 
WISC .. Milwaukee 2; YOUTH 6. 
Enrollments repo-rted by 
Regional Teaching Co-mmittees: 

NORTHEASTERN STATES 
E. New York 1 Youth 
W. Mass., Vt. 1 
E. Mass., R.I. 2 
E. Pa. 1 
So. N.Y., Conn. 2 
Long Island 1 
East N.Y. 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
No. & So. Dakota, Minn. 1 
Ind. 1 Youth 
Ohio 4 
Mich. 1 

SOUTHERN STATES 
E. Division 

No. So. Carolina 1 

WESTERN STATES 
Alaska 1 
Colo., Wyo. 1 
So, Calif. 1 

TOTALS: 
Adults-64 
Youth-8 
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Temple Interior Construction 
Progress to April 17, 1950 

Temple Progress 
By the early part of April the stone 

facing of the main Temple columns 
was more than 60 per cent com
pleted. At the Earley Studios the 

casting of the large bay sections at 
the first gallery level is underway, 
and at least one bay was scheduled 
to be in place by Convention. 

Almost all the structural steel 

NEWS 
YEAR 107 BAHA'I ERA 

From the Guardian 
(Excerpt from a letter to Mr. Has
c/e Combleth, dated Aug. 5, 194!J, 
from Shoghi Effendi, through his sec
retary): 

"As we suffer these misfortunes 
we must remember that the Proph
ets of God Themselves were not im
mune from these things which men 
suffer. They knew sorrow, illness 
and pain too. They rose above these 
things through Their spirits, and that 
is V(hat we must try and do too. when 
alflicted. The troubles of this world 
pass, ::Ind what we have left is what 
we have made of our souls: so it is 
to this we must look-to becoming 
more spiritual, drawing nearer to 
God. no matter what our human 
minds and bodies go through." 
(Excerpt from another letter to Mr. 
CornbIeth, concerning the illness of 
Mr. Walter Olitzki, dated Sept. 5, 
1949. frhm Shoghi Effendi, through 
·his secretary): 

"Cancer is such a terrible scourge 
in the world today! But when the 
believers are called upon to go 
through such bitter ordeals they 
have the faith to sustain them, the 
love of their Baha'i friends to com
fort them, and the glorious words of 
Baha'u'llah regarding immortality to 
give them confidence and courage. 
Blessed are we, indeed, even in the 
midst of our greatest trials." 

Calendar 
19.Day Feasts: 

June 5-Nur-Light 
June 24--Ral;lmat-Mercy 

work is in place. Heating and venti
la ting is ins taIled complete, except 
for a few items which must WRit un
til the balance of the interior work 
is done. The electrical installation 
is practically complete except for 
things which must also wait until 
other work is done. 

Pole scaffolding has been erected, 
which will remain in position until 
such time as all stone work is com
pleted. The curved concrete stair has. 
been poured. 
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State Conventions 
The following a ctions were taken 

by the National Assembly on recom~ 
mendations received from State Con
ventions: 
Alabama: recommends that record
ings be made of the talks of out
standing speakers in the Temple. 

ACTION ALREADY TAKEN, 
Northern California: recommends 
that clarification be made as to 
whether it is obligatory to vote for 
the full number of delegates allotted 
for each district. The Convention felt 
the same course as followed by the 
National Spiritual Assembly elec· 
tions should prevail-that is, if the 
ballot is not completed, it should be 
discarded_ 

VOTED TO PUBUSH IN BAHA'I 
NEWS THAT THE SAME OBUGA· 
TION EXISTS FOR CASTING FULL 
VOTES AT THE STATE ELEC· 
TIONS AS EXIST FOR ELECTION 
OF ASSEMBLIES, EITHER NA· 
TIONAL OR LOCAL. 
Southern California: recommends 

(I) the desirabilitv of compiling in 
pamphlet form, excerpts of teaching 
a bout the Prophets of God in pro· 
gressive revelation as a first step in 
teaching. 

VOTED TO FILE THIS WITH 
TIlE MATERIAL ON SURVEY OF 
BAHA'I LITERATURE. 

(2) that next year's state conven
tion have a means of badge identifi
cation for members in attendance. 

VOTED TO TURN THIS RECOM· 
MENDATION OVER TO NEXT 
YEAR'S STATE CONVENTION 
PLANNING COMMITTEE. 
District of Co1umbia: recommends 
pamphlets supplied for distribution 
at special public meetings (for in
stance, World Religion Day) should 
be smaller. more convenient size to 
carry in pockets. 

VOTED TO PLACE THIS IN TIlE 
FILE FOR THE CONTINmNG 
STUDY OF OUR PUBLICATIONS. 
Idaho: recommends 

(I) clarification of point of afford· 
ing opportunity to the friends 
convening at State Conventions, at 
special holiday gatherings and anni
versaries, to participate in special 
Temple contributions. 

VOTED TO RECORD THE VIEW 
OF THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY THAT CONTRIBU· 
TIONS CAN BE MADE AT HOLI· 
DAY GATHERINGS AND ANNI· 
VERSARIES IF NO PRESSURE IS 
EXERTED UPON THE FRIENDS. 

(2) that more extensive and all· 
inclusive plans for State Conventions 
be inaugurated and encouraged and 
brought to the attention of all future 
Convention committees. 

VOTED TO POINT OUT THAT 
TIlE DELEGATES AT TIlE NA
TIONAL CONVENTION COULD BE 
ASKED TO DISCUSS WAYS AND 
MEANS OF IMPROVING THE 
STATE CONVENTIONS. 
Northern Illinois recommends 

(I) that the financial report pre· 
sented by Mr. loas be suggested to 
the National Spiritual Assembly as 
Baha'i News material. 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT THIS 
WAS PUBUSHED IN BAHA'I 
NEWS. 

(2) that the National Assembly 
consider in instructions for State 
Conventions next year, the setting 
up of a specific procedure in con
nection with casting of ballots which 
will overcome the policy of roll calls 
and the necessity of roll calling the 
votes of the absent members. Also 
that mailed ballots be counted be· 
forehand. 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IS MAK· 
ING AN EFFORT TO WORK OUT 
A SlMPUFIED PROCEDURE. 

(3) that the National Spiritual As· 
sembly make it part of the teaching 
program that teachers' and ·spiritual 
Assemblies give a more definite un
derstanding to the new believers of 
the financial obligation. 

VOTED TO RECORD THE FEEL· 
ING OF TIlE NATIONAL ASSEM. 
BLY TIIAT INCREASING ATTEN· 
TION SHOULD BE GIVEN IN 
PREPARATION OF INCOMING 
BELIEVERS TO THEIR OBLIGA· 
TIONS. 

(4) that an article be put in 
Baha~i Nev)s pointing out that the 
·,deficit in the General Fund may tem
porarily have to be made up by 
borrowing from the Temple Fund, 
but since contributions to the Tem
ple FWld are earmarked, it still 
must be repaid. 

VOTED TO RECORD THE VIEW 
OF THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY THAT WE FEEL TIllS 
WAS MADE CLEAR IN THE 
TREASURER'S ANNUAL REPORT. 

(5) that the National Spiritual As· 
sembly institute special gatherings 
to raise funds for the General Fund 
to carry forward the teaching work. 

VOTED TO RECORD THE VIEW 
OF THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY THAT SUCH GATHER. 
INGS SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN 
ON THE INITIATIVE OF LOCAL 
ASSEMBUES AND SHOULD IN NO 
WAY BRING PRESSURE TO BEAR 
ON INDIVIDUALS. 

(6) that the National Assembly 
communicate to the Area National 
Teaching Committees the technique 
that has been described (by the Ev
anston community) and that a brief 
written statement about the tech
nique be furnished to the National 
Assembly by Evanston so they may 
send it to the other communities for 
their use. Also that it be put in 
Bahd'i·N ews so everyone can have it. 

VOTED TO REQUEST TIlE EV. 
ANSTON ASSEMBLY TO WRITE 
THIS METHOD UP FOR BAHA'I 
NEWS. 

(7) the National Assembly be 
asked to request the Regional Teach
ing Committee if a plan outlined in 
the recommendation could be insti
tuted for this region. 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT TIlE 
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEM· 
BLY HAS DEVEWPED A TEACH
ING INSTUTUTE WHICH IT IS 
HOPED WILL BE USED IN ALL 
THE ASSEMBUES THROUGHOUT 
THE COUNTRY. 

(8) that in the State Elections the 
names of only the first 14 (or what
ever number of delegates is to be 
voted for) be read at the meeting~ 
that the number of votes only be 
put in the official record going from 
the Convention Committee to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, and the 
number of votes not be given. 

VOTED TO APPOINT A SPECIAL 
COMMITTEE TO STUDY T1DS 
RECOMMENDATION. 
Southern Illinois: recommends sug
gestion to the National Assembly 
that in the future the meeting place 
of the Convention be planned on a 
rotation basis. 

VOTED TO RECORD mE POL· 
ICY THAT THIS RECOMMENDA· 
TION IS DESIRABLE, BEARING 
IN MIND, HOWEVER, THE NE
CESSITY OF MEETING IN AN 
AREA WHICH WILL BEST SERVE 
THE CENTERS OF POPULATION; 
THE LOCATION TO BE DETER· 
MINED BY THE NATIONAL AS
SEMBLY. 
Montana: recommends 

(1) that we should have (when the 
austerity program does not inter
fere) a good basic index to all the 



writings of the Baha'i Faith, and the 
Koran and the Bible, which will be 
under topic headings. 

VOTED TO POINT OUT THAT 
EXCELLENT BIBLE CONCORD_ 
ANCES ARE AVAILABLE IN MOST 
OF TIlE LARGE CITY BOOK 
STORES_ 

VOTED TO TURN THE INDEX 
SUGGESTION OVER TO TIlE IN
COMING NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY_ 

VOTED TO RECORD IN BAHA'I 
NEWS TIlE INDEX BY MARMA
DUKE PIKTHALL IN HIS TRANS
LATION OF THE KORAN_ 

(2) we should have a good pro
nouncing gazette that would cover 
the Persian names as well as other 
pertinent terms relative to this Faith 
which would be phonetically broken 
down and make for correct and com
mon usage. 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT DUE 
TO TIlE AUSTERITY PROGRAM 
PROJECTS OF THIS NATURE 
WERE DROPPED, BUT TIlE 
FRIENDS MAY FIND ONE PAGE 
OF PERSIAN PRONUNCIATION IN 
THE STORY SUPPLEMENT OF 
"GOD PASSES BY_" PHONOGRAPH 
RECORDS ARE SCHEDULED TO 
APPEAR AT A LATER TIME. 

(3) we need a good primer that 
could be used to give to new seekers, 
that would contain more than the 
"principles" pamphlet but would not 
be as inclusive as the New Era. 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT ALL 
PAMPHLET LITERATURE IS BE
ING STUDIED FOR THE POST
AUSTERITY PERIOD_ 

(4) that Assemblies and groups 
study RUlfiyyih Khanum's sugges· 
tions as published in the December, 
1949 and January, 1950. Baha'i News 
on l'Some Thoughts on Giving" with 
the idea of developing the highest 
potentialities out of our present 
membership. This would not be sol
iciting, merely a deeper sense of the 
ideas presented so that we would be 
using our resources to the fullest in 
fhis time of need. 

VOTED TO APPROVE THE SUG
GESTION THAT LOCAL ASSEM
BLIES CONSIDER THIS_ 

(5) that other states might be in
terested in the summer study ses
sion similar to the one held in Butte 
last summer which, in addition to 
attracting non-Baha'is, helped deep
en the knowledge of the Baha'is_ 

VOTED TO APPROVE THE IDEA 
TIIAT LOCAL ASSEMBLIES HAVE 
SOME CONCENTRATED SUM_ 
MER STUDY PROGRAMS_ 

BAHA'i NEWS 

Nevada recommends that the num
ber of delegates allowed to each 
state or district be indicated on the 
voting list as well as on the Conven
tion Call. 

VOTED TO TURN THIS RECOM
MENDATION OVER TO THE IN
COMING NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY FOR ITS STATE CON
VENTION PLANNING COMMIT_ 
TEE. 
New Jersey; recommends 

(1) that the National Assembly 
ask the Guardian if a state Conven. 
tion can be called, soon after the 
National Convention, to give a re
port of the highlights of the National 
Convention, by the delegates. 

VOTED TO CALL ATTENTION 
TO TIlE FACT THAT INTER
ASSEMBLY CONFERENCES GIVE 
A LOGICAL PLACE FOR POST
CON V E N T ION REPORTS AT 
WHICH VARIOUS COMMUNITIES 
OR ADJOINING ASSEMBLIES, AS 
WELL AS GROUPS AND ISO
LATED BELIEVERS IN THE 
AREA CAN BE PRESENT_ THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HOPES 
MORE INTER-ASSEMBLY TEACH
ING CONFERENCES WILL BE 
HELD IN THE FUTURE AND 
SUGGESTS THAT ONE FOLLOW 
THE NATIONAL CONVENTION AS 
QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE_ SUCH 
CONFERENCES CAN BE CALLED 
BY THE REGIONAL TEACHING 
COMMITTEES_ 

(2) that future State Conventions 
be held in two sessions, with a re
cess for dinner, in order to compJete 
the agenda. 

VOTED TO APPROVE TIlE SUG
GESTION AND TURN OVER TO 
THE INCOMING NATIONAL AS
SEMBLY FOR ITS STATE CON
VENTION PLANNING COMMIT_ 
TEE_ 
New Mexico recommends 
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A PRACTICE TO GIVE ALL TIlE 
PRACTIOAL ADVICE TIlEY CAN 
CONCERNING EMPLOYMENT TO 
PROSPECTIVE PIONEERS AND 
WOULD WELCOME ANY ADDI
TIONAL INFORMATION ANYONE 
COULD SUPPLY_ 

(2) that the National Spiritual As
sembly make a point of sending res
ident active, successful, qualified 
teachers to those communities whose 
activities are below par or weak. 
ened. 

VOTED TO POINT OUT THAT 
TWS IS ONE OF THE REASONS 
WHY THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY ADOPTED TIlE POLI
CY OF HAVING LOCAL ASSEM
BLIES UNDER FIFTEEN CON
TINUE TO RECEIVE TEACWNG 
ASSISTANCE FROM TIlE REGION
AL TEACHING COMMITTEES_ 

(3) that Baha'i literature be left in 
reception rooms of bus stations, hos
pitals, railroad stations and hotel 
lobbies in order that others may 
have greater opportunity to come in 
contact with the Baha'i Faith. 

VOTED TO POINT OUT THAT 
THE LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEM
BLIES ARE AT LIBERTY TO ACT 
ON THESE SUGGESTIONS 

(4) that BaM.'is obtain more infor
mation about progressive movements 
iu order to make it possible to better 
present the message to the various 
progressive groups. 

VOTED TO WARN TIlE FRIENDS 
THAT WHILE THIS IS A GOOD 
SUGGESTION IT WOULD BE UN
WISE TO INVEST MUCH TIME IN 
OTIlER MOVEMENTS DURING 
THIS PERIOD OF CRISIS_ 
Northern New York recommends 

(1) that the State Convention Call 
of the future include the recommend
ation that believers-whether isolat
ed or member of a community-who 
are unable to attend the Convention t 

plan to meet together in prayer in 
their own locality, during those hours 
and give their spiritual support to 
the Convention. 

VOTED TO RECORD APPROVAL 
OF TIlE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
OF THIS SUGGESTION AND TURN 
OVER THE SUGGESTION TO THE 
INCOMING NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY_ 

(2) that tbe National Spiritual As-

(1) that the National Assembly set 
up an ernp~oyment office to help se
cure employment for those who wish 
to pioneer in the cotultries recom. 
mended for pioneering by the N a
tional Office, and that anyone hav
ing friends or relatives having busi
nesses in those countries that might 
be able to employ pioneers, write 
that information to the National Of
fice in order that the National Office 
may be able to recommend them as 
pioneers. 

VOTED TO POINT -OUT THAT 
TIlE EUROPEAN TEACHING COM
MITTEE AND TIlE INTER-AMER_ 
ICA COMMITTEE HAVE MADE IT 

. sem bly find a medium of more per· 
sonal contact between that body and 
the other believers for the purpose 
of creating greater unity and sup
port amongst themselves and the be
lievers a s a whole. 
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VOTED TO RECORD THE VIEW 
OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
THAT ANY PRACTICAL IDEAS 
FOR CARRYING THIS OUT WILL 
BE VERY WELCOME. 
Southern New York: Teaching meth· 
ods in the United States: Part of the 
report of the Long Island Committee 
indicated the great value of getting 
Baha'i representation in strong com
munity groups, such as Nassau Coun· 
ty Women's Forum, on which onc 
of our Baha'is. Mrs. Cowan, is a rep
resentative. 

VOTED TO APPROVE IN PRlN· 
CIPLE 
North CaroJina recommends 

(1) a condensation of The Glorious 
Kingdom of the Father Foretold as 
Stanwood Cobb's Security JOT a Fail
ing World. 

VOTED TO TURN TIDS OVER TO 
THE INCOMING NATIONAL AS· 
SEMBLY FOR THE CONTINUING 
STUDY OF PUBLISIDNG NEEDS. 

(2) that effort be made to have 
authentic articles on the Bahatj Faith 
published in some of the better class 
popular magazines, such as Life, 
American, Reader's Digest, etc. 

VOTED TO TURN TIDS SUGGES
TION OVER TO THE PUBLIC RE
LATIONS COMMITTEE AND RE
MIND THE BELIEVERS AS WELL 
TIlAT THEY ARE ENCOURAGED 
TO ATTEMPT SUCH ARTICLES. 

Question from North Carolina: 
Would asking believers if they could 
attend the Convention, if elected, be 
considered "electioneering"? 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT DIS
CUSSION OF WHETHER A PER
SON IS OR IS NOT COI\IING TO 
THE CONVENTION IS MOST EM
PHATICALLY A FORM OF ELEC· 
TIONEERING. 
Ohio recommends 

(1) to ask the believers in the city 
chosen for the State Convention to 
arrange housing for those attending, 
through a committee, as the Nation
al Assembly does for those attending 
the National Convention. 

VOTED TO TURN TInS SUGGES
TION OVER TO THE INCOMING 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FOR ITS 
STATE CONVENTION PLANNING 
COMMITTEE. 

(2) to ask the Regional Teaching 
Committees to plan a teaching con
ference for the day before the State 
Convention. 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT THE 
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
HAS INCLUDED DISCUSSION OF 
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THE STATE CONVENTIONS IN 
THE NATIONAL CONVENTION 
AGENDA. 
Pennsylvania recommends 

(1) that the ·National Spiritual As
sembly clarify the relation of the 
isolated believers to the communi4 
ty-that is, whether or not an iso
lated believer is to be encouraged 
to attend the Nineteen-Day Feasts 
of a nearby community. 

VOTED TO STATE THAT THERE 
IS NO PREVENTION OF ATTEND
ANCE BY AN ISOLATED BELlEV
ji:R IN ADJACENT FEASTS AND 
IT WOULD BE CONSIDERED A 
COURTESY TO INVITE HIM IF HE 
DOES NOT BELONG TO A GROUP. 

(2) that the National Assembly cla
rify the status of Baha'is in regard 
to voting in a political election. 

VOTED TO REQUEST THE 
FRIENDS TO REFER TO THE 
GUARDIAN'S WORDS IN "THE 
BAHA'I COMMUNITY." 
Virginia recommends 

(1) that any appeals made for spe
cific things (pioneers, etc.) by the 
Guardian be brought to the atten
tion of the believers through spe cial 
letters to the local Assemblies, Re
gional Teaching Committees, isolat~ 
e-d be-Hevers-this special letter to 
be in addition to the regular inser
tion of such appeals in Bahd:'i News. 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT THIS 
liAS BEEN DONE IN CASES 
WHERE THE NEED SEEMED TO 
WARRANT IT. 

(2) that if any particular teaching 
theme be adopted for the coming 
year, consideration be given to "The 
Appearance of the Manifestation" as 
being the most important event of 
our time. 

VOTED TO TURN THIS SUGGES
TION OVER TO THE INCOMING 
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMB
LY FOR THE NATIONAL PRO
GRAMMING COMMITTEE. 

(3) that in order to give children 
in small communities (or isolated 
children) the feeling of belonging to 
a large group of children (wherein 
there would be greater challenges, 
exchanges of ideas, opportunities for 
meeting other children, etc.) region
al child training centers be estab
lished. 

VOTED TO RECORD THIS SUG-
. GESTION IN THE HOPE THAT 
THERE WILL BE GROUPS THAT 
CAN ADAPT IT TO THEIR OWN 
USE AND NEED. 
Washington recommends considera
tion of re-issuance of The Oriental 

Rose by Mary Hanford Ford. 
VOTED TO TURN THIS OVER TO 

THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICA
TIONS FOR CONSIDERATION. 
"Vest Virginia recommends to the 
National Spiritual Assembly that 
when printing the State Convention 
Agenda, to include the page num
bers of the selections to be read 
from Baha'i Administration. 

VOTED TO TURN THIS OVER TO 
TilE INCOMING NATIONAL AS
SEMBLY FOR THE STATE CON. 
VENTION PI,ANNING COMMIT. 
TEE. 

The Home Front 
MIAMI, FLA. A week's visit by 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Ford brought 
two interviews on radio stations, 
public talks at one negro and one 
white high school, talk before 50 at a 
women's club, public addresses on 
"One World or None" at Miami 
Beach and Fort Lauderda]e, and a 
picnic with blackboard explanation 
by Mr. Ford of the Administrative 
Order. This community further says 
it has been getting free announce. 
ments of Baha'i affairs weekly over 
the two most important radio sta· 
tions. 

Seeking to arrange a book display 
for World Religion Day the librarian 
gave permission on the condition lit
erature be included from all 
churches. So at least one minister 
of many of the Protestant denomina
tions and a priest of the Catholic 
Church was rcached and all gave 
literature for the display, besides 
hearing of our Faith in turn. The 
di splay made use of the World Re
ligion Map and a Temple picture, as 
well as the literature, and was 
placed in the downtown library. 

MADISON, WIS. With the thought 
of unity as the keynote of our teach
ings, this community set up a proj
ect to draw members closer together. 
Once a month Baha'is and their fami
lies only, meet on Sunday for brief 
talks and discussion, followed by pot
luck supper, then games and fun; 
with all pha ses of the gathering be
ing organized by committees. The 
friends are delighted with the spirit 
of these meetings, some ask that 
they be held oftener, and capacity 
and talent is continually being un· 
covered. 
BRIEFS 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. Charles 
McAllister of this community has 
been speaking of the Faith on a team 
representing various religions at sev~ 
eral places in the city ... MIAMI, 



FLA. On Mar. 5. James Whitehead. 
associate director of National Confer
ence of Christians and Jews was 
guest speaker on program with Phil- . 
ip Marangella. At Sunday public 
meetings, program committee has 
been givmg Vlsitors boutonnieres 
thus having a chance to talk with 
them ... TUCSON, ARIZ. At an or
ganizational meeting of youth in Ari
zona, Miss Rosella Schoeny was 
elected secretary of Baha'i Youth for 
that state. Everyone had a grand 
time, enjoying the dinner prepared 
by one youth . . . ANCHORAGE, 
ALASKA. Commenting on the March 
7 public meeting at which a Chris
tian, a BUddhist, a Moslem, and a 
Baha'i held a round table on uThe 
Aim of Religion Is World Unity," be
fore an audience of 33, a visitor ex
pressed admiration for willingness of 
Baha'is to have public discussion on 
various religions ... SYRACUSE, 
N.Y. Observing a notice of a new 
book on religions on a Utica College 
bulletin board, Lowell Johnson found 
the Baha'i part to be inadequate and 
unauthorized and called it to the at
tention of the Philosophy instructor 
who was the means of his bringing 
the real Message to 120 students, la
ter, in his classes .. WATERLOO, 
N.Y. Central New York Baha'!s gath
ered Feb. 11-12 for a workshop on 
"What is Religion" and 'IBahil'j Prin
ciples in Action ... noting among other 
conclusions that all principles and 
solutions to problems are contained 
in the love of God ... N. E. AREA 
TEACHING COMMITTEE (excerpt 
from letter referring to a new be
liever). '"You find you cannot help 
by working alene - that -you must 
give along with the efforts of a 
group ... He entered into the Baha'i 
Faith to be able to give it whatever 
s'Uppo1"t he can, not to a.sk jor the 
solving of his persona! problems." 
(irom same letter) "This particular 
chap (another seeker) I speak of, 
told me that every time I said the 
word 'Baha'i' I looked beautiful[ He 
will realize some day that it wasn't 
I who looked beautiful, but the Word 
itself!" ... KNIGHTSEN, CALIF. 
Speaking on "The Underlying Causes 
of Juvenile Delinquency", at Brent
wood High School, Dr. John Stroess
ler so impressed the group that he 
and other Baha'i speakers 'Will be in
vited in the future. Though not speak
ing directly on the Faith, he was fol
lowing the Guardian's advice in tiThe 
Advent of Divine Jtlstice" to associ
ate with educational organizations 
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and enterprises " HAMILTON, 
MASS. The New England Teaching 
Conference, Mar. 12 brought out this 
point to the 70 attending: the Cove
nant is not only an agreement of stu
pendous proportion, but a promise 
as well; a promise, the fulfillment 
of which is conditioned solely by the 
active acceptance by each Baha'i of 
his share of the responsibilities in
volved in this Document. 

ArOlmd the Bahii'i World 

CANADA 
(From Canadian Baha'i News) 

Twenty-five people enjoyed a week 
of study at the Baha'i winter school 
at Beaulac in December~ Baha'is 
from England, Calgary, Greater To
ronto, Hamilton, Montreal, New 
York, Brooklyn and St. Lambert 
were represented at the session. At 
the morning class, some aspects of 
individual growth were considered 
Wlder the theme, "Faith For Today." 
Social emphases of the Baha'i teach
ings were discussed at the evening 
sessions under the topic, "This 
Earth One Country." 

World Religion Day programs 
across Canada were reported suc
cessful. In spite of a howling bliz
zard, 40 people (of whom 10 were 
Baha'is) attended a Winnipeg World 
Religion Day sumposium on the 
theme, "The Foundation of World 
Unity." 

INDIA, PAKISTAN, BUR~lA 
(From Baha'i News Letter) 

To the growing success of the Ind
ian Baha'i teaching and pioneer ef
forts, was added a note of tragedy 
on October 2, 1949 at Kamarhatti, 
near Calcutta when Akaloo Mian was 
stabbed to death by a Moslem fan
.1tic. 

To protect themselves against ris
ing resentment among a portion of 
the Moslem population of the city, 
the local Baha'is had petitioned the 
Government for protection and had 
received it. 

However, an armed Moslem en
tered a room where Baha'is were 
assembled for a daytime meeting 
and fatally stabbed Akaloo Mian, 
who was nearest, before losing his 
nerve and running from the bUilding. 

The assassin surrendered himself 
at the nearest police station after 
the crime. Authorities assured the 
Baha'is that justice would be done, 
and that no further injury would be 
done to them. 
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Latin Ameriea 
Before these notes are published 

tJ:e Baha'is of Latin America, thirty
eIght Assem bIies and a bout twenty 
groups, will have entered their last 
challenging year before the electio~ 
of National Spritual Assemblies in 
the _ Central and Southern regions. 
"While these two new "pillars of the 
International House of Justice" will 
be under the wing of the NSA of the 
United States until the termination 
of the Second Seven Year Plan, the 
Latin believers have their hearts set 
upon the realization of this great 
goa.l, and they, too, are sacrifiCing 
theIr means and their time in 
dedicating themselves toward its 
achievement. 

International Congresses 
The friends will remember that 

last year two members of the NSA 
attended the Latin Baha'i Congresses 
in Guatemala City and Sao Paulo. 
This year the same two representa
tives, also members of the Inter
America Committee, have again un
dertaken journeys into Latin Amer
ica_ Amelia Collins has gone to the 
Caribbean region for guidance and 
consultation with several of the As
semblies in the IslanEls before the 
Annual Meeting, while Dorothy 
Baker is sa crificing attendance at 
the Convention this spring in order 
to be with the Latin friends in their 
Congresses at San Salvador for the 
Central region, which is being held 
early in the Ric;1van period, and at 
Lima for South America. which 
starts late in the Ric;lvan. Each Con
gress lasts for five days. 

Delegates have been chosen in 
each country and we believe that 
all countries will be represented at 
their respective Congresses this 
year; also, that one or mOTe mem
bers of most of the Assemblies will 
attend. Only delegates are given fi
nancial assistance, when necessary, 
and a number of delegates are pay
ing all of their own expenses. We 
can appreciate what this means 
when we remember that average dis. 
tances traveled by delega1es to the 
South American Congress are at 
least twice as great as in the United 
States. 

In addition to reports of National 
Teaching, Publishing, Bulletin and 
Radio Committees, the agenda for 
the Congresses includes a study of 
the responsibilities, methods, and 
problems of a National Spiritual As
sembly, led by Dorothy Baker; re
views and discussions on Administra-
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tion and Baha'i procedure, methods 
of teaching. preparation of native 
teachers, and consolidation of local 
Assemblies, led by Latin teachers 
and delegates. 

North American Pioneers 
During the past month (March) 

two new pioneers have gone to Cen~ 
tral America, Idabel Kent of Kansas 
City to J amaiea, and Larry Kramer 
of Chicago to Mexico. At the time of 
writing North American pioneers in 
the Latin field, by countries. are as 
follows: 

The Central Region 
Costa Rica. Louise Caswell 
Cuba, Josephine Kruka and Ruth 

Moffett 
Dominican Republic, Marsella 

Elena 
Guatemala • None 
Haiti, Amelie Pumpelly Bates 

and Matthew Bullock 
Honduras, Elisa beth Cheney 
Jamaica, Idabel Kent 
Mexico, Larry Kramer 
Nicaragua, Sheila Rice-Wray 
Panama, Cora Oliver 
Puerto Rico, Margaret Swengel; 

Edris Rice-V{ray soon to reR 

turn. 
EI Salvador, None 

N ole thaI two of the above coun
tries are without pioneers, and in 
two others (1) the projects are tem
porary. 

South America 
Argentina, None (1). 
Bolivia, None 
Brazil? Leonora Armstrong, Ed R 

mund and Muriel Miessler. 
Roy Worley 

Chile, None at present; Marcia 
Steward may return this sum~ 
mer 

Calom bia. Gay Ie Woolson 
Ecuador, None (2). 
Paraguay. None 
Peru, Eve Nicklin 
Venezuela, Katharine Meyer 

1. Mr. and Mrs. Miessler expect 
to go to Argentina for a six months 
teaching project in the near future. 

2. Bob Miessler recently stayed in 
Quito for two months helping to con
solidate the Assembly. 

There are six countries in South 
America which are at present with
out a pioneer. It is a '~Challenging 
Requirement of the- Present Hour," 
one which the Guardian has called 
upon us to meet,-that of sending 
qualified teachers to these lands still 
50 much In need of deepening in the 
teachings of our beloved Faith. 

MAY,1950 

To the Baha'i Youth 
(A letteT fTom Rul;!iyyih Khanum) 

(Continued from last month) 

Rolling bandages and knitting mufflers and buying bonds and doing our 
part as civilians or workers, or even in some form of war service is not 
muc.h, .it's just a minimum. It helps and it must be done. but it is only a 
pallIatIve. The Baha'is' task is big~~r and harder; it is to BE a Baha~i. 

The other day a man asked Shoghi Effendi: "What is the object of life to a 
B h'F'I'H A th G . a a ~. s. ~ ua~dlan repeated his answer to me (I had not been pres-
ent WIth the VISItor), mdeed, before he did, I wondered in my own mind what 
it had been. Had he told the man that to us the object of life is to know God 
or perfect our character? I never really dreamed of the answer he had 
given. which was this: the object of life to a Baha'i is to promote the one
ness of mankind. The whole object of our lives is boWld up with the lives of 
all human beings; not a personal salvation we are seeking, but a universal 
one. We are not to cast eyes within ourselves and say: "Now get busy 
saving your soul and reserving a comfortable berth in the Next World!" 
No, we are to get busy on bringing Heaven to this Planet. That is a very 
big concept. The Guardian then went on to explain that our aim is to pro
duce a world civilization which will in turn react on the character of the 
individual. It is, in a way, the inverse of Christianity which started with 
the individual unit and through it reached out to the conglomerate life of 
men. 

This does not mean we must neglect to pI"lll1e our personalities and weed 
out our faults and weaknesses. But it does mean we have to do a lot of 
radiating out to others of "What we know to be true through the study of 
Babit'u'llah's teachings. It also means, it seems to me that our "Adminis
trative Order'" our Spiritual Assemblies, Committees. Nineteen Day Feasts 
and Conventions, present a near-at-hand and very challenging testing 
ground to us, If we don't and won't learn to work with our fellow believers 
as we can and should in our Baha'i community life, then we cannot very well 
expect that the world is going to listen to us or follow our example; we 
are prone to think of our Administration as a set of procedures, a way of 
conducting Baha'i business. Maybe that is why we do not get the results 
from it which we know we should get. It is not a bunch of regulations, it is 
a mould of oneness, a mould of joint life. Every single thing we conceive 
of as being Baha'i-love, justice, lack of prejudice, fairmindedness. liber
ality, understanding, etc.--should find its living embodiment in our way of 
conducting as a group our affairs. When we have oneness on our assembly 
we will more than likely have it or be able to produce it in our community; 
when we get it as far as that, people will start entering the Cause in droVie-s. 
Why shouldn't they? What is the world looking for except just this, some
thing that actually does enable pepple to work and live harmoniously to
gether? Until we can do it ourselves why should we believe anyone else is 
going to be interested in our ideas really seriously? 

That is why I felt that I could help that soldier, and beyond him all the 
others of my kind, suffering so grievously today. if I just made it a point of 
being a Baha'i. A real one. 'Abdu'l-Baha is credited with having said that 
the secret of self-mastery is self~forgetfulness. If there is anything wrong 
with the way our administration works it is this, that We just don't forget 
ourselves. Our own little ego--or big one, as the case may be--goes right 
along with us into our Assembly or any other meeting; there we sit with 
our superiority complex or our inferiority complex or just our normal? 
healthy selves, waiting to impose our views or to get upset over an imag
lnary insult, or just to monopolize unconsciously time, or to be too tired to 
make the effort to contribute our legitimate share. I should be allowed to 
say this, in all humility and with deep sympathy for all my fellow Babit'is, 
as I served on many committees and once on an Assembly, and I look back 
with horror and amusement on my past follies and attitudes. I can remem
ber how very important my point of view was to myself, how offended or 
distressed I got if it was not at least weighed with great consideration, how 
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I sometime believed only I was a firm Baha'i amongst those present who 
were about to wreck the Cause by a majority decision in which I did not 
share! We must be patient lNith not only others, but with ourselves too. But 
also we must try much harder to be Baha'is in the place where it counts 
most heavily-in our joint Baha'i life. 

There is really nothing easier in this world than to tell other people what 
to do; the pinch begins when you try to tell yourself what you ought to do 
and get yourself to do it! Even we Baha'is share in this commonest of hu
man weaknesses. We are prone to fix our attention on the failings of our 
fellow believer, and thinking that if she (or he) were not such an impedi
ment, the affairs of our group, assembly or community would run smoother. 
Of course. there is probably justification for our criticism. But the criticism 
is not going to help matters much; on the contrary. it is more likely con
tinually to divert our attention from more important tasks. At the same 
time, some bias, some defect of our own, is no doubt a test and a hindrance 
to others as much as theirs is to us. The best way to overcome our weak. 
nesses is, it seems to me. twofold: Try to perfect yourself, for if you are 
better it stands to reason the sum total of the community is that much bet
ter too; and direct your energies into really working according to the ad
ministration which is a living, dynamic thing, and not a' set of do's and 
don'ts. 

Baha'is, quickened as they are by the fire of a living religious convic
tion, are for the most part conscientious in following the laws and prin
ciples of their Faith. They take pride in their teachings; they really love 
them and sincerely seek to live up to them. The sacrifices (for such they 
seem in the eyes of the sophisticated and the worldly) they make, such as 
not drinking, when it is the commonest social custom of the age, living a 
chaste and noble life in a society that for the most part believes any re
striction on its sensual life to lie unnecessarY and unhealthy, accepting cen
sure and even ostracism rather than go against the belief that all colors 
and classes are to be treated with absolute equality and associated with 
freely and lovingly-are gladly accepted as a means of demonstrating the 
reality of their Faith. 

There is no doubt. too, that the believers have a high reputation for char
acter and integrity amongst those who contact them. But for some reason 
or other. all our little weaknesses seem to come out in the working of the 
Administrative Order, perhaps because it is the touchstone Baha'u'llili has 
applied to the ills of the world. I have thought about this very much and 
wondered why it is so; for what my conclusion is worth, I offer it to others. 
It can't be the whole answer-but maybe it will help a little towards find
ing it. 

We have a tendency to put aside spiritual laws when we deal with admin
istrative problems. If one thinks about it, this is the exact opposite of the 
whole concept of Baha'i government. Baha'u'IIah, the "Father," has come 
to establish the Kingdom of Heaven on earth. If we really believe this (which 
of course we do) then we must analyze it. It implies a world run by law, but 
spiritual law. It implies order, discipline, organization, but based on the 
principles given by God's unerring Prophet and not constructed by the 
little, seH·interested minds of men. It follows that the place where a Baha'i 
should be most actively one, living up to his teachings to the fullest extent 
of his capacity, is in any gathering representing the Administrative Order. 
And yet so often you see a very fine Baha'i put aside a lot, if not all, of his 
spiritual attitudes when he enters an Assembly meeting, or a committee or 
a Convention, and become a business man, a mere executive. or even some
thing faintly resembling a politicianl When this happens we may well 
suppose that inspiration and guidance from on High flies out of the 'Window! 
We have plugged up the pipe line, and we are not going to be moved by the 
great spiritual forces of our Faith, but, just like the members of all other 
floundering councils of the world. by mixed motives, personality problems, 
individual aggressiveness, etc. I wonder why? Is it because we have the 
age old belief that God is s-omething connected with a purely inner state, 
and there for the salvation of the soul and the after~life? Or because we 
feel we are competent to run any mundane affairs according to our own 
lights? Whatever it is, it is the thing that is preventing our Baha'i commu
nity life from attracting large numbers to the Cause, because it is the 

(Continued on page 8) 

Annual Report, Audio-Visual 
Edueation Committee 
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c. L. Welsh, Dr. David S. Ruhe, Miss 
Doris McLandish, Secretary. 

The Audio-Visual Education Com
mittee has concentrated on the plan
ning, organizing and writing that 
must precede future production. Un
til funds are available, no new pro
duction can be considered but much 
slow groundwork both in planning 
and writing can be accomplished. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
appointed this year a number of spe
cialized panels to aid in this work. 
They were Planning, Reporting and 
Archives, Utilization, Distribution, 
Posters and Exhibits. This has great
ly facilitated the v.rork as each panel 
was able to concentrate upon its 0'W11 

particular phase of visual production 
and prepare for an efficient assem
bly line. 

In the fall, the Visual Education 
Committee held a meeting of many 
believers in the Northeastern area 
who were interested in visual aids 
to teaching. At that time, those 
present voted "Progressive Revela
tion" as being of greatest importance 
as a film. The temple was also con· 
sidered an important subject, Acting 
on these and other suggestions, the 
Planning Panel began a script for a 
second motion picture on the building 
of the temple intended as a means 
of conveying the spiritual signifi
cance of this structure. The prepara
tion of a film on Progressive Revela
tion was considered to be a longer 
term project. 

The Reporting Panel has made 
plans for a completely equipped 
darkroom to be installed in the Cabin 
at West Englewood, New Jersey. 
Members of the Panel have donated 
their equipment f.,nd time to make 
this possible. Duplication of motion 
pictures is also planned but will not 
yet be done in any quantity due to 
the expense of equipment, a pictorial 
a rchives was begun to aid in prepar
ing slide films and it is hoped that a 
liaison, may be established with 
every Baha'i community to aid with 
this and with the recording of Baha'i 
activities for Bahcfi World and 
Bahcl/i News. 

The Utiliza tion Panel began re
viewing of films and film strips which 
are available from outside sources. 
Temporarily they also functioned as 
the Distribution Panel in answering 
requests for information about 
sources. 
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To the Baha'i Youth (Cont'd.) 
thing that is preventing us. from showing that love and unity, amongst a 
body of people, for which the whole human race is starving. 

We think too much of our capacities and abilities, and altogether too 
little of what the power of God can do through any little soul, however in
significant, who opens himself to that power, The greatest living example 
of what one person can do who hitches herself to the power of God, that 1 
have seen, was Martha Root. Not that she was insignificant, she wasn't: 
she was a fairly gifted and intelligent woman-. But what she accomplished 
was infinitely beyond her O~"ll resources. And she knew it. She also well 
understood the process at work. She used to say: "Baha'u'lliili does it. n She 
was too modest to put the matter even more pointedly and say: "I let Baha
'u'liiili do it." 

"Meeting the Crisis" 
"Study the Word" 

In previous months this past year 
we have urged careful study of the 
Dispensation of Baha'u'IUih and of 
the Master's wm and Testament. 
Now that our Annual Convention is 
just past, a time when we turn our 
hearts to Haifa and think of the 
world growth of the Faith. we sug
gest a restudy of RM.liyyih Khanum's 
pamphlet, Twenty-five Years 0/ 1M 
Guardianship. 

In this pamphlet RuJ:tiyyih Kha
num reviews the work of the Guard
ian in _ tl1~ first quarter century _ a~er 
the passing of 'Abdu'I-BaM. We see 
in perspective the gigantic problems 
which Shoghi Effendi faced, and we 
see how, under his leadership, the 
believers grew in understanding and 
arose to extend the frontiers of the 
Faith in all parts of the world. We 
can better Wlderstand our present 
Seven Year Plan with a background 
of this pamphlet. 

After you have read the pamphlet 
thoroughly, check your knowledge 
with the following questions, looking 
up the answers when you are not 
certain. 

Twenty-Five Years of the 
Guardianship 

1. What titles and functions did 
'Abdu'l-Baha center upon the Guard
ian? (pp. 3-4) 
2. When was Shoghi Effendi first ap
pointed, unknown to himself? (pA) 
3. When did he become informed of 
his God-given responsibility? (p.6) 
4. In what way does the Master's 
Wi!! complete the jlqdas? (p. 4) 
5. To whom is the Huququ'llah pay
able? (pA) 
6. Of how many documents is the 
Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahil 
composed? (pA) 
7. How old was Shoghi Effendi when 

'Abdu'l-Bahit as Qended ? (p. 5) 
8. What University did the Guard
ian attend? (p. 5) 

9. What was the state of the believ
ers at the time of the ascension of 
'Abdu'I·Baha? (p. 6) 

10. Did Shoghi Effendi ever attend 
the services in a Mosque'! (p. 7) 
Why? 
11. What two major tasks had the 
Guardian accomplished by 1923? (pp. 
7-8) 

]2. What was accomplished in the 
Administrative--'fuder between '1923 
and 1934? (p. 8) 
13. What is meant by the Guardian's 
"vision of the Cause"? (p. 8) 
14. What is the ultimate purpose of 
the present day Administrative Ord· 
er? (p. 9) 
15. 'Which community became the 
arch pattern? (p. 9) 
16. What is known as the "Spiritual 
Mandate," as the uVehic1es of the 
Divine Plan"-for the American be
lievers? When were they disclosed 
to us? When did the Guardian call 
American believers to action? (pp. 
10-11) 
17. When did the Guardian ask for 
pioneers? Who were they? (p. 11) 
18. What were· some of the achieve· 
ments, by the Baha'is in the Cause, 
during this first 25 years, under the 
guidance of the Guardian? (p. 12-13) 
19. How many local Assemblies ex
isted in the Western Hemisphere by 
1944? (p. l3) 
20. What are the goals of the Second 
Seven Year Plan? (p. 13-14) 
21. Why have our enemies failed to 
establish anything outside the Faith 
which could thrive or prosper? (p. 
14) 
22. Trace the world advancement of 
the Cause (pp. 14-15) 
"!:3. Trace world development of 

For Meditation 
The following quotations are sug

gested for Meditation during the 
month (one for each "leek). 

(1) "0 People of God! Be not oc
cupied with yourselves. Be intent on 
the betterment of the world and the 
training of nations." 
(Bahli'u'l!cih and the New Era, p. 164) 

(2) "Religion is the greatest in
strument for the order of the world 
and the tranquility of all existent be-
ings. 

(BaM'; World Faith, p. 180) 

(3) "Verily justice is My gift to 
thee and the sign of My loving-kind
ness. Set it then before thine eyes." 

(Htdden Words, A2) 
( 4) "It beseemeth all men, in this 

Day, to take firm hold on the Most 
Great Name, and to establish the 
unity of all mankind. There is no 
place to flee to, no' refuge that any 
one can seek, exCept Him." 

(Gleanings, p. 2(6) 

BaM'i literature. (pp. 15-16) 
24. What did the Guardian himself, 
Singlehanded, accomplish -during this 
period? (pp. 16-18) 
25. Who was the first Baha'i Queen? 
(p. 18) 
26. What units comprise the founda
tions of the structure calculated to 
hold up the future "dome" (InteIila~ 
tional House of Justice) of the 
Baha'i World Faith? Why was not the 
International House established 
first? (p. 19) 
27. List some of the Covenant-break
ers. (pp. 20-22) 
28. What discipline of the personal 
ego is necessary to achieve "unity"? 
(p. 22) 
29, How are we to regard our tri
umphs over the Covenant-Breakers? 
(p. 23) 
30. How does the principle of "suc
cessorship" resemble the hub of a 
wheel? (p. 23) 
31. What recent publication has been 
the greatest single factor in helping 
the American believers to appreci
ate the significance and station of 
the Bab and Bahil'u'llah, (p.24) 
32. Name some of the translations 
by the First Guardian for the Eng
lish-speaking believers. (p. 24) 
33. What helps to sustain the Guard
ian? (p. 26) 
34. What should be the aim of the 
first recipients of the Will of 'Abdu'l
Baha in "history's darkest years"? 
(pp. 26·27) 
("See BaM'i News No. 191, pp. 9-15) 
-NATIONAL PROGRAM:MlNG CoMMITl"!Z 



European News 
The spirit of the new believers in 

Europe is exemplified in the follo-v,:
ing quotation from a letter recentlv 
received from Denmark: v 

"Thank you ever so much for your 
heart-warming letter to me, for the 
pictures of the House of Worship and 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha. and for the little 
book. ... 

"Please forgive me my long si
lEo·nee. I have been ill in bed for over 
two months, and I have been feeling 
depressed because I could not help 
in the Cause, but I have fead a lot 
and the Writings of Bahit 'u'llah and 
Shoghi Effendi have encouraged me 
immensely .... 

"You are right in saying that this 
wonderful new spiritual adventure is 
the great blessing that can be vouch
safed to any of us, and I cannot tell 
you how thankful I am to have had 
the chance of getting in touch with 
Baha'i pioneers; and how much I 
admire you Americans for undertak· 
ing the task of sending pioneers out 
to the world. . . . 

"We are a very small group here 
in Copenhagen, but a very happy one. 
We are trying our best to spread the 
Wonderful News and we realize that 
we must devote all our spare time 
to translate as much as possible .... 
only by reading does one begin to 
understand many things, and by 
reading more and more one gets the 
courage and the hope to live a real 
HIe .... " 

Naw·Ruz was the 'Occasion for a 
wonderful celebration in all of the 
cities of the goal countries. Reports 
have come that this meeting was the 
best attended one of the year and 
was truly a joyous occasion. The 
ETC received many Naw-Ruz greet· 
ings from the different communities 
with the request that they con· 
vey to all the American believers 
their love and gratitude. 

On April 1, the first Baha'j wed
ding in Switzerland took place in 
Easle. The bride is the first Baha'i 
of Basle and the bridegroom a Per· 
sian, a third or fourth generation 
Baha'i from Teheran. Miss Honor 
Kempton of the Geneva ETC of
fice officiated at the Baha'i service. 
She reports that the family of the 
bride were so deeply impressed with 
the beauty and the significance of 
this service that they now wish to 
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Library display set up in East Providence, R.I. 

make a systematic study. of the 
Teachings. Thus through this happy 
e\~ent the city vf Basle will be opened 
to the Faith. 

Plans for the Conference to be held 
in Copenhagen in July are going for
ward, and from all reports this Can· 
ference will have the largest attend· 
ance ever yet assembled. Th~s year, 
for the first time, a summer school 
session is to be held, directly follow· 
ing the Conference. 

- E UR.':1PEAN TEACHING COMMIl"'lXE 

Souvenir of 'Abd.u'I.Baha 
1.he Annual SOllvenir of 'Abdu'l

Baha will be held June 24 at West 
Englewood, N. J. from noon until 
evening. This is to rem ind the 
friends that they are welcome to at
tend this annual gathering in rem em· 
brance of the visit of our beloved 
Master to America. 

Publishing Announcements 
Baha'i World Faith~ bound in red 

leather. This important book, was 
published in commemoration of the 
Centennial of the Baha'i Faith and a 
copy should· be in every Baha'i Li
brary. 466 pages gilt tops, bound "in 
flexible red leather and containing 
over 1600.excerpts from the Writings 
of Baha'u'llah, the Bah and 'Abdu'l-
Baha. Price per copy ......... $5.00 

The Baha'i Centenary. Record of 
America's response to the Call of 
Baha'u'Ilah, published for the Cen
tennial of the Baha'i Faith. 254 pages 
.bound in blue fabrikoid. Price per 
copy ........................... $2.00 

In years to come these books will 
be invaluable, and when present 
stock is exhausted, will probably not 
be available. 
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Cedar Rauids, Iowa L.S.A. incOf1)Orated A])r. 25, 1949. with the L.S.A. members 
at th.a4 tline. 1. to r. (seated) Charlotte Thornton, Edna. Mackinson. Ruth Burrill 
(Mu. John A.). Etta Little (Mrs. C. C.). (standing) Fra.nk Mittvolsky, LuelJa 

Ba.lsiger. Marguerite Ashlock (MJ'S. Ray). 'Anne Iben. Ted (C. C.) Little. 

Florida State CODveution, Miami. ,Jan. 29, 1950 

LSA's Please Note 
The budret for the National 

Library Committee does not al
low donations of The Baha'i 
World, Vol. X to the important 
large public libraries in the 
country. Will the local- Assem
blies make an effort to con
tribute this volume in large 
cities and notify us for our files? 

-NATIONAL LIBRARY COMMI'I"l'EE 

Direetory Additions 
and Changes 

Local Sr-iritual .o\ssembly Secretaries: 
OCEANSIDE, CALIF. 

Mrs. Louise Sweeney 
1632 S. Nevada St. 

GREENWICH, CONN, 
Mrs. Margaret Ruhe 
41 Center Drive 
Old Greenwich, Conn. 

OMAHA, NEBR. 
Mrs. Josephine Jones 
6714 Lake St., Zone 4 

BERGENFIELD, N, J. 
Miss Doris McCandlish 
87 N. Washington Ave. 

In Memoriam 
Mrs. Henriette Corrodi, Columbus, Ohio 

3-5-50 
Mrs. Margaret Beinecke. Carmel, Calif. 

3-9-50 
Mrs. Hampton Williams, Vienna. Va. 

10-5-48 
Mr. George Haecker, Jamestown, N,Y. 

3-19-50 

Marriages 
Wilmette, Ill. Miss Bahia Faraju'llah 

and Mr. Robert L. Gulick, Jr .• Jan. 17. 
1950. Mr. E, W ~ Mattoon, chairman 01 
the Wilmette Local Spiritual Assembly 
presided. A story and picture appeared 
in Wilmette Life, . 

Davison. Mich. Miss Laura Moore and 
Mr. Robert Markovich, Feb. 25, 1950. Mr. 
Gordon Fraser, chairman 01 the LocaJ 
Spiritual Assembly of Flint presided. 

Urbana, ill. Miss Kathleen Boland and 
Mr. Farhang Javid, Dec. 22, 1949, at the 
Baha'i Center. 

? 
• 

Where is an early photograph 
of Babik'is of Tokyo? 

See BaM', World, 
Vol IV, p, 491. 
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Prayer for the House of Worship 

o Lord, make these holy souls who have arisen to build 
this Temple the dawning points of light and the manifestors 
of Thy signs. Make each a leading cornerstone in this great 
edifice, a pillar of its pillars, for Thou art the Helper, the 
Supporter, the Rewarder! These souls have arisen to serve 
Thee well, and have begun their servitude. Confirm, aid and 
encourage each by the promise of Thy divine favors and 
make them of the elect. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the 
Powerful, the Able, the Giver, the Shining, the Hearer and 
the Seer! 

o God! 0 God! I implore Thee with throbbing heart and 
streaming tears, to aid each one who endeavors for the 
erection of the House of the Lord, the building wherein Thy 
Name is mentioned every morn and eve. Send down Thy 
benediction on whomsoever endeavors for the uprising of 
this Edifice among the sects and religions, and confirm him 
in every good deed of mankind; open the doors of riches 
and wealth unto him and make him an inheritor of the 
treasures of the kingdom which perishes not; make him the 
sign of giving among the peoples and reinforce him by the 
sea of Thy generosity and bounty, which is surging with the 
waves of grace and favor. Verily, Thou art the Generous, 
the Merciful and the Bountiful! -'ABIlU'L-BAHA 

Ruhaniyyih Moffett stands between the Masonic Yout.b and Cuban N aUonal Ha.gs with 
U1e group of enthusiastic young Masonic men, on.e (0£ the eager audiences when she 
and J osephiue Kroka flew to Cuba to belp open up new goal cities. In tbe first month 
therey February, Mrs. Moffett gave lectures in many Masonic Lodges, oihe University 
fJI. Havana, Rotary Club, Ha.vana Women's Club, Cultural Circles in Havana. :n.'[a.ntan~ 
zag, Santiago de Cuba. Sania Clara.. CienfuegO'S, and also the Tbeosophical Society. 
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Contributions from Assemblies 
for the MO'Ilth of March, 1950 

Alaska. - Anchorage. Arizona - North 
Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson. Arkansas _ 
Eureka Springs, Little Rock. Califor
nia - Alhambra, Berkeley, Beverly Hills, 
Burbank, Carmel, El Monte Twp., Es· 
candido Tv."P., Fresno, Glendale, Glen· 
dale Tv;p., Inglewood, Long Beach, Los 
Angeles, Monrovia, Monrovia T9;rp., Oak
land, Palo Alto, Pasadena, Sacramento, 
San BI2'I'llardino, San Diego, Santa Bar
bara, Santa Monica. 

Colora.do - Colorado Springs, Denver. 
Connecticut - Greenwich, Hartford, New 
Haven. Delaware - Wilmington. Dist. of 
Co1urnbia - Washington. F10rida -
Miami. Georgia - Augusta. B-awa.ii
Honoluh..:., Maw. Idaho - Ada County, 
Boise. DUnois - Batavia, Champaign. 
Chicago. Danville. Elmhurst. Evanston, 
Maywood, Oak Park, Peoria, Phoenix 
(Harvey), Springfield, Urbana, Wilmette, 
Winnetka. 

Indiana. - Indianapolis. Fort Wayne, 
South Bend. Iowa - Cedar Rapids. 
Waterloo. Kansas - Topeka, Louisiana
New Orleans. Maine - Eliot, Portland. 
Massacbusetts - Beverly, Boston, Brook
line, Springfield, Worcester. Michig:m
Battle Creek,. Detroit. Flint. Grand 
Rapids, Grosse Pointe Farms, Lansing, 
Muskegon, Roseville. 

Minnesota - Duluth, Minneapolis, St. 
PauL Mississippi -Jackson. Missouri
Independence, Kansas City, St. Louis. 
Montana - Butte, Helena. Nebraska
Macy. Omaha. Nevada. - Reno. New 
Hampshire - Portsmouth. New Jersey
Dwnont, East Orange, Englewood. Jersey 
City, Newark, Ridgewood. Teaneck. New 
Mexico - Albuquerque. New York -
Binghamton, Buffalo, Geneva, James
town. New York, Syracuse, Waterloo, 
Yonker£. 

North Carolina - Greensboro. North 
Dakota. - Fargo. Ohio - Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, E. Cleveland, Dayton, Colum
bus, Lima, Toledo. Oklahoma. - Okla· 
homa City. Pennsylvania - Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh. Scranton, West Chester. 
Rhode Is1a.nd - Providence. South Care],. 
ina - Greenville. South Dakota. - Sioux 
Falls. Tennessee - Memphis, Nashville. 
Texas - Houston, San Antonio. 

l.ltab-Salt L3.ke City. Vermont-Brat
tleboro, Virginia - Alexandria, Arling
ton. Washington - Kirkland. Marysville, 
Monroe, Richmond' Highlands, Seattle, 
Spokane, Tacoma. Wisconson - Kenosha, 
Madison, Milwaukee. Racine, Shorewood, 
Somers Twp., Wauwatosa. Wyoming -
Laramie, 

Number of Assemblies 

Assemblies contributing 

Assemblies not contributing 

174 

148 

26 

Groups contributing .... 

lndividuals contributing 

.. ....... 59 

Special contributions: 
Copenhagen, Denmark. Assembly 
Long Island Baha'i Children's Class 

101 



12 MAY, 1950 

Score to Date - April IS, 1950 
on Response to the Temple Fund 

Grou:n 
$400 
$100 
$ 25 
*Special 

Total. 

Number 
139 
530 
549 

1122 
2340 

Estimated 
for 2 yea.rS 

· $1lI.200.00 
· .IH06,OOO.OO 
· $ 27,450.00 
· 5244,128.00 
· $488,778.00 

Received against aboye resol\,es ....... . · $348,253.91 
,. All resolves not falling in other three categories. 

Enrollments 
Enn)llments R-e:;:Joded b~' 
Local Spiritual Assem blips: 

CALIF., Fresno 1; Glendale 1: Los 
Angeles 4; Monrovia 1; Monrovia Twp. 
2; Palo Alto 1; COLO., Colo. Spgs. 1; 
ILL., Chicago 4: Oak Park 1; MASS., 
Boston]; MO., St. Louis 1: NEW YORK. 
Jamestown 1; ~ew York City 1; SO. 

CAROLINA, Greenville 1; WIS .• Wauwa
tosa 1: YOUTH 7. 

Enrollments Reported by. 
Regional Teaching Commi Uees: 

NORTHEASTERN STATES 
E. Mass .• R.I. 2 
E. New York 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
Mich. 3 
m., Iowa 1 

WESTERN STATES 
No. Calif., Nev. 3 
Alaska 1 
So. Calif. 7 
New Mexico 
Ore. I 

TOTALS: 
Adults, 42 
Youth, 7 

Bahi'i Addresses 
National Office: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make Checks Payable to: 
NatJonaJ Baha'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
IlHnois. 

Make checks for books and pamph
lets pa.:'{able to: 

Baha 'j Publishing Commiltee 

Baha'i News EditoriaJ Office: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 
Lansing. Mich. 

Memorial Gifls 
Cl:lerr.orial gifts have been made during 

the months of February and March in 
the names of the following:) 

A. Charles Adams, Mrs. Everett An
derson. 

B. Horace Benton, Ella M. Beeson, 
Margaret Beinecke, Henry Benning, Mrs. 
Elvira Benning. A. C. Bechtold, Wenden 
Bacon, n'lr. and Mrs. S. A. Bonowitz. Ben
nie Bonowitz, Theodore Sylvester Baker. 

C. Henrietta Corrodi, Eugene F. Cur
ley, Dr. Frederick Hills Cole, James W. 
Champir;D, Sr .. Grace Call, Oliver Call, 
Ray CEdI, Harvey Call, Amelia Conrow. 

D. Elinore E. Duckett, Mrs. Adeline 
Duff. Kirk Dooley. 

F. Stuart W. French, Mrs. Maverette 
A. Fisher, Husband of Mrs. Maude 
Fisher. 

G. Robert Lee Gulick, Mrs. Adeline S. 
Gulick, Wm. E. Goetting, Gustaf Wilhelm 
Gustavson, Donald P. Gibson. 

H. Lida M. Harvey, Wm. T. Harvey, 
Joseph F. Haylen, Carl L. Henning, 
Anna H. Henning. 

K. Helen Kent, Earl Kent, George Kuhl
man, Mrs. Clara Knox. 

L. Brother of Lester Long, H. Morto;1 
Langrall. 

M. Khaykh Faraju'llah Zaki Al-Kurdi 
Marivani, Mary B. Martin, Ada Mary 
Murray, Max McArthur, Elizabeth Muth
er, Mr. McVicker, Ella J. Meissner. 

N. Mario Nie, Mother ot Margaret Nais
mith. 

O. Christ Olsen, Augusta Olsen. 
P. George Pappas, Jeannette Pam, 

Martin Parks, Charles Parker. 
R. Mn"". Ida Rinne, Adolph Rinne. 
S. John Stahlheber, Hannah Sobel, 

Margaret Schneider, Bruno Schneider. 
Robert SchIilaty, Leon Stern, Mildred' 
Rae Smith, Mrs. Thomas Stroppel, Harry 
Lucius Sehmer. 

T. Alphonse Tetu, Anthoma Tetu, Mrs. 
Emma Thuerrnan. 

v. Ralston Vollmer~ Frederick Van 
Meer. 

W. David Seymour Willard, Amelia B. 
WHlard, Richard Wilkinson, Mrs. Rich
ard Wilkinson, Mary Livingston Willard, 
Evelyn Watson, William Weisman, Gus
tave Sherman Wistadt, Mrs. Cornelia 
Ann Whicker. Augustme F. Wilburt. Eve
lyn Watson. 

Y. Harlan R. Young. 

Baha. 'j News is pubUshed by the 
National Spiritual Assembly 0' the 
Baha'is of the Un:ited St&tes as the 
official news-leUer 01 the Babi.'i 
Community. 

Edited for the Nation.a.l Spiritual 
Assembly by Baba.'j News Editor-
ial Committee: Mrs. Roberta 
Christian, chairman, Mr. Richard 
Nolen, Mr. Gordon A. Fraser, 
EditoriaJ office: Mrs. Roberta 
Christian, 1001 West Genesee St., 
Lansing, Mich. 

Please report changes of address 
and other matters pertaining to 
distribution to the Baha'i National 
Office, 536 SheridaD Road, Wil-
meUe. IDinois. 
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The Guardian Reviews World Progress 

of the Faith 

In Message to Convention 
Haifa, 

April 25, 1950. 
Hail (the) valiant acts (during 

the) course (of the) last tweJ ve 
months (of) members (of) firmly 
knit world embracing divinely pro
pElled Baha'i Community, singly, 
collectively, both sexes, all ages la
bouring (in) near, (and) distant 
fields, (in) Eastern (and) Western 
hemispheres, gathered (from) di
verse classes, creeds (and) colors; 
as administrators, in (the) respec
tive home lands or (as) settlers (or) 
itinerant teachers overseas; whether 
serving (in) private capacity or (in) 
official association (with) authori. 
tIes. 

Second half (of) opening decade 
(of) second Baha'i century befit
tingly u,hered in. 

Recent exploits (in) virgin terri
tories (of) Western hemisphere, Ara
bian Peninsula, South and East Asia 
raised (to) one hundred (the) num
ber (of) sovereign states, (and) de
pendencies, enrolled (tmder the) 
banner (of the) Faith. 

Forthcoming celebrations, com
memorating (the) Hundredth anni
versary (of the) Martyrdom (of the) 
Herald (of the) Faith, doubly glori
ous, through association this his
toric victory. representing (an) in
crease (of) no less (than) twenty
two countries (in the) brief span (of) 
six years, since (the) Centennial (of 
the) Declaration (of) His Mission. 

Number (of) centers (in) Austral
asia now exceeds sixty; Canadian 
Community nearing ninety centers 
already established; Alaskan terri~ 
tory eleven centers; European goal 
countries thirty-five, number (of) 

Baha'i literature enriched (by) 
translation (into) Welsh, Eskimo, 
Swahili, Hausa, Chinyanja t raising 
(the) total number (of) languages 
(to) sixty-three. 

Languages (in) process (of) trans
lation, eleven. 

Official recognition, constituting 
(a) unique victory (in the) annals (of 
the) Faith (in the) East, (and) West, 
extending (to) newly formed Na
tional Spiritual Assembly (of the) 
Dominion (of) Canada, through 
granting act (of) Parliament, ena1b
ling (the) National elected represen· 
tatives (to) incorporate (as) relig
ous organization. 

Additional contract placed (for 
the) construction (of the) parapet. 

crowning (the) Arcade (of the) Bab's 
Ivlausoleum (on) Mount Carmel, rais. 
ing (the) total tonnage ordered (to) 
almost eight hundred. 

(The) erection (of the) ornamen
tal columns (of the) Temple interior 
commenced; ventilation (and) heat~ 
ing systems installed; number (of) 
visitors since (the) opening (of the) 
edifice (to the) public, over four hun
dred thousand. 

Six year plan (of the) British 
Baha'i Community triumphantly con
cluded; almost quintupled number 
(of) Assemblies (in the) British 
lsl~s) laid basis administrative struc
ture (of the) Faith (in the) capital 
(of) Eire (and in the) chief cities (of) 

newly declared -believers almost dou. Delegates aDc1. visitiDI' Ba.h.i'is entering Temple during 1950 Convention to inspect 
bled (during) course (of) past year. pncr.esa--ot interior ornamentation of maiD audlioriam. 



2 

North Ireland (and) Scotland. 
Plan initiated Persian Baha'i Com~ 

munity consummated 31 Assemblies. 
17 Groups, 11 Isolated Centers 
formed beyond prescribed objectives. 

Recognition, long last. accorded 
(by) 'Iraqi authorities (to) all mar
riages solemnized (by) Baha'i As
semblies (in) 'Iraq through official 
registration (of the) marriage cer
tificate by court, first instance set
ting (a) momentous precedent 
throughout (the) Moslem East, con
stituting (a) significant landmark (in 
the) process· (of the) emancipation 
(of the) Oriental followers (of the) 
Faith (from the) fetters (of) religious 
orthodoxy_ 

Certificate authorizing (the) cele
bration (of) Baha'i marriages issued 
(by the) District of Columbia court. 

Eight islands (of) Hawaii granted 
authority (to) recognize Baha'i mar
riages. 

Baha 'j marriage contract legalized 
(by) attorney general throughout 
(the) territory (of) Alaska. 

Baha'i Holy Days recognized (by) 
Educational Department (of the) 
State (of) Victoria, Australia. 

Second European Teaching Confer
ence convened (in the) capital city 
(of) Belgium, attended (by) hundred 
(and) thirty representatives (from) 
nineteen countries. 

(The) historic first all-Swiss 
Baha'i Conference (the) latest. most 
promising fruit (of the) transatlantic 
enterprise initiated (by the) Ameri
can Baha'i Community, held (in the) 
Swiss capital, presaging (the) acqui
sition by (the) goal countries (of an) 
independent status within (the) fam
ily (of) Baha'i national Commu
nities. 

(The) process (of) extension (of) 
Baha'i endowments accelerated 
through (the) donation (of) !wen ty 
acre property (near) Anchorage, 
Alaska; purchase (of) twenty-two 
acres (in) neighborhool (of) Auck
land, site (of) projected New Zealand 
summer school; grant (of) burial 
ground by Egyptian authorities (to) 
Port Said Baha'i Community. 

Ties binding (the) Baha'i Interna
tional Community (to the) United 
Nations reinforced through participa~ 
tion (in) European Regional Confer
ence (of) nongovernmental organiza~ 
tions (in) Geneva; (and in) Latin 
American Conferences (in) Chile, 
Uruguay; (and in) similar confer
ences (in) Kansas (and) Lake Suc
cess; (through) submission (in) re
sponse (to the) request (of the) UNO 

JU'I'E,1950 
;;( 

Committee (of) statement (on the) 
BaM" concept (and) method (of) 
community worship~ subsequently 
transmitted (to the) Secretariat re~ 
sponsible (for the) planning (of) per
manent headquarters (in the) United 
Nations. 

Last (but) not least, nay (the) 
crowning achievement (of the) year 
just concluded (are the) stupendous 
exertions (of the) vanguard (of the) 
resistlessly advancing Baha'i World 
Community resulting (in the) raising 
(of) half (a) million dollars, virtual
ly attaining (the) objective set (for 
the) two-year drive (to) ensure (the) 
completion (of the) interior orna
mentation (of the) Mother Temple 
(of the) West (in) anticipation (of) 
its approaching jubilee. 

First stage (of) austerity period 
resolutely embarked upon, success
fully traversed. 

Resolution no less grim. self ab
negation no less heroic t solidarity in 
sacrifice no less striking, must needs 
distinguish (the) final phase (of the) 
stern struggle, atill facing (the) 
dauntless highminded spartan-souled 
American Baha'i Community, de
signed (to) liquidate (the) deficit (in 
the) General Fund, marring (the) 
othe>;Wise spotless record (of) collec
tive achievement, as well as (to) pro
vide financial support imperatively 
required (to) meet, through prompt 
despatch (of) substantial number( of) 
competent pioneers, (the) emergen
cy existing (in) Central (and) South 
America, there by ensuring (the) 
glorious consummation (of the) thir
teen-year-old enterprise through 
(the) formation (of the) projected 
twin National Assemblies (in) Latin 
America. 

The Convention sent the following 
reply to this messag('!: 

Wilmette, April 27, 1950 
Shoghi Effendi Rabbani, 
Haifa. Israel. 
Beloved Guardi an -' Deepest love, 
heartfelt gratitude, your soul
strengthening message. Rejoice vic
tories won sister communities 
throughout world. Fe€l profound 
admiration their accomplishments. 
Beg acceptance our inexpressible 
appreciation unequaled blessing your 
unfailing guidance all activities 
Baha'i World. In new spirit of dedi
cation this centenary martyrdom 
blessed Bab we resolve fulfill obli-

ga tions balance seven year plan, 
increase sacrifices for National 
Fund, extend range activities, fortify 
consolidate institutions Faith. Im
plore your prayers, enabling AIneri
can community progress toward 
greater maturity, collective and 
personal service, beloved Faith. De
voted Love. 

DELEGATES 42ND ANNUAL CONVENTION 

The following cable was sub
sequently receiv ... d from the 
Guardian: 

Haifa, Israel, 
April 29, 1950 

42nd Annual Convention, 
Wilmette, Illinois 
Deeply appreciative noble resolve, 
Assembled Delegates. Praying still 
greater victories. 

--5HOGHI EFFENDI[ 

Gnardian Emphasizes 
lnunediate Needs 

CabJe from the Guardian received 
March 29, 1950: . 
U Approved recommendation regard
ing treatment walls. Meeting deficit 
budget must have precedence over 
purchase land near Hazira owing· 
critical situation Latin America, 
vital needs Europe. Steady flow pio
neers both continents imperative, 
urgent, sacred task present hour." 

-(Signed) Saoom 
(For explanation of the reference to 
t"'eatment of the Temple walls, see 
special stOTY in this issue.) 

Centenary of the Martyrdom 
of the B8b 

The Guardian advised the NSA that 
the readings selected for the Com
memoration should not include pas
sages from God Passes By, and 
the readings have therefore been re
vised. 

Here are the readings which will 
be carried out at the National meet
ing of Commemoration on July 9 in 
the House of Worship. They are suit
able for 10cal meetings if the Assem
blies wish to use them. 

Tablet of Al;tmad, Prayer Book, 
p.67. 

"Say: God sufficeth ... ," Prayer 
Book, p. 57. 

P & M, bottom p. 272 to end of sec
ond paragraph p. Zl6_ 
Some AnsweTed Questions, pp. 30-31. 

Quotations used by the Guardian 
on pp. ~ of Dispensation, p. 20 of 
Promised Day, p. 34 of Dispensation. 
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Delegates aDd Bahi'i visitors at the 1950 Convention gathered Ob Ole Temple steps. Saturday. April 29, ;ast prior to entering 
Ute Temple to inspect the progress of the interior construction. 

G!eanings, pp. 74-75. 
Gleanings, p. 144 to end of first full 

paragraph p. 147. 
Gleanings, p. 291 to end of first full 

paragraph p. 293. 
"Is there any Remover ... ". 

Prayer Book, p. 56. 
'P & M, pp. 84-86 (from "Magnify 

Thou, 0 Lord .. " to end " c· excerpt). 
The National Commemoration be

gins at 1:00 P.M., preceded by a 
showing of the Portrait of the Bab in 
Foundation Hall from 12:00 noon to 
12:45 P.M. 

The Commemoration meeting and 
the showing of the Portrait are for 
BaM'is only. 

The National Public Meeting in ob
servance of the Centenary will be 
held in Temple Foundation Hall at 
3:30 P.M., Sunday, July 9, in place 
of the regular Sunday afternoon 
BaM'i lecture. 

Local communities and groups 
throughout the country are expected 
to make special plans for this Cen
tenary. All Commemoration meet
ings are to be held on July 9 and the 
public meeting on that day if pos
sible. 

The March announcement listed the 
three subjects chosen for the Na
tional Public Meeting. The program 
will be carried out by Miss Elsie 
Austin, chairmant Dr. G. A. Borgese, 
editor of "Common Cause" for the 
first subj~, Mrs. Dorothy Beecher 
Baker taking the second subject, and 
Mr. Wm. Kenneth Christian the third. 

---CzNTI:NARY COMMlTl'EIl 

Convention Report-1950 
By Miss Charlotte Linloot 

"He is the Kingl the All-Knowing, 
the Wise." With these first words 
of the Tablet of Ahmad the forty
second Convention of the Baha'is of 
the United States was in session, 
-a Convention that was to be distin
guished for a degree of maturity and 
dedication far surpassing that of any 
previous year. 

Present were 118 delegates and 
approximately 400 visitors. Absent 
were the three chief officers of the 
National Spiritual Assembly. Mrs, 
Dorothy Baker. Chairman, was in 
San Salvador attending Central 
America's Baha'i Congress; Hora ce 
Holley. Secretary, was recovering 
from a serious operation, and Philip 

NSA Election 
The membership and organ

ization of the incoming National 
Spiritual Assembly, is as fol
lows: 

Chairman-Paul E. Haney 
Vice Chairman - Dorothy B. 

Baker. 
Secretary-Horace Holley 
Recording Secretary - Edna 

M. True 
Treasurer-Leroy C. loas 

Elsie Austin 
Wm, K. Christian 
Amelia Collins 

.. H.BorrahKavelin 

Sprague, Treasurer, was still very 
ill from an earlier operation. 

Paul Haney. Vice-Chairman of the 
NSA, in calling the delegates to or
der, referred to this Baha'l year 107 
as one of foremost significance. 
Not only does it mark the hundredth 
anniversary of the supreme sacrifice 
of the Bab, but it is the one that will 
witness the completion of c'the holiest 
House of Worship in the entire 
world," and. the formation in Latin 
America of two more pillars of the 
Universal House of Justice. "We are 
on the threshold," he said, "of the 
period when the mystery of the Tem
ple will be revealed to us,-r-when ~the 
spirit of teaching will permeate to all 
parts of the world'." 

As always, there was eager antici· 
pation of the Guardian's message, 
and it was put in our hands im· 
mediately following the election of 
Paul Haney as Convention Chairman 
and Leroy loas as Convention Secre
tary. Hailing "the valiant acts (dur
ing the) course (of the) last twelve 
months (of) members (of) firmly 
knit. world embracing, divinely 
propelled Baha'i commtmity,'t the 
Guardian gave us a kaleidoscopic 
review of the tremendous progress 
in the Faith throughout the world, 
referred to the closer ties with the 
United Nations, and to "the crOWD

ing achievement" in raising half a 
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million dollars to insure the com
pletion of the interior ornamentation 
of the Temple. The final paragraph 
struck the keynote for what we 
already knew must be the primary 
concern of the American Baha.'i 
community in the year ahead, 
namely, greater sacrifice to Hliqui. 
date the deficit" in the General Fund 
"marring the otherwise spotless 
record' f of our "collective achieve
ment," and to alleviate the emer
gency existing in Latin America. 

OUf first action was to cable the 
Guardian our appreciation of his 
"unfailing guidance in all activities 
(of the) Baha'i world," and on behalf 
of all the American Baha'is pledge 
our determination to fulfill the 0 bli
gations of the Seven Year Plan, 
imploring his prayers for greater 
maturity in our collective and per
sonal sacrifices to the F ai tho 

Then, to the accompaniment of 
muffled sOlUlds of construction work 
going on in the Temple above us, 
we addressed ourselves to the busi~ 
ness of the agenda. It was quite 
unlike any we had had in the past. 
Instead of subjects to be introduced 
by reports or keynote addresses t 

there were questions covering the 
subjects that had been submitted for 
consultation by the delegates before
ha!a.d. Here we" were to find answers 
to such problems as; "How can we 
develop the solidarity of the BaM'i 
community?" "How can we become 
more mature Baha'is?H How can we 
improve the structure of our present 
teaching organization?" "What kind 
of public teaching program, and 
what kind after the austerity pe
riod?" 

The questions that were uppermost 
in the minds of all who participated 
in the first period of consultation 
were these; Why are we not grow· 
ing in numbers as we should? "What 
must we do as individuals and in 
our communities to attract and re
lease those great spiritual forces 
that 'Abdu'I-BaM promised would 
be set in motion with the completion 
of the Temple? 

The answer to the first was that 
iu our communities there is lack of 
unity, lack of understanding of the 
Teachings, and lack of fellowship, 
while as individuals we persist in the 
practice of "rugged individualism" 
and want to change others "rather 
than ourselves. Many constructive 
and practical ideas were offered to 
remedy these conditions. George 

JUNE, 1950 

True said: "Instead of talking about 
personalities, let's talk about places 
and things and ideas. Let us stop 
trying to force all individuals into a 
uniform mold, and strive instead to 
lift the negative results of differences 
into the positive field of generali· 
ties." William Sears suggested that 
each of us attack our own faults one 
at a time by doing the constructive 
things. uIf we erase one weakness 
a year," he said, "we are that much 
nearer perfection and the commWli
ty is that much nearer perfect be
cause of us." 

William Lacey proposed that we 
allow each individua1 three faults 
and then forget about them, and he 
told about the program of group 
study and fellowship that has "ce
mented the hearts of the members" 
of his community. Charles Reimer 
said: "Baha'u'Uiili changed the 
emphasis from rugged individualism 
to one of group action as the only 
means for the establishment of a 
new world order. We mow the plan 
and we know how it is to be achieved. 
It is our individual responsibility to 
become the instruments for the cre
ation of that new society," 

Curtis Kelsey said: "No soul is re
vitalized without an understanding of 
the Coven ant of God. Through prayer 
our hearts are knit to the 'Most 
Great Ocean' and through the Cove
nant we arrive at a spirit of coopera
tion with the Guardian and thus be
come united in our activities." 

Oscar Nordstrom claimed that 
"the biggest job we have is teaching 
ourselves." All we can do for others, 
he said, is to open the door for 
them, but they must enter it them· 
selves. But we must learn how to 
reach the hearts, Being well-versed 
in the Teachings is not enough. 

Mrs. Della Quinlan commented: 
"In our concentration on the impor~ 
tance of individual teaching and 
deepening, we often overlook the fact 
that the Baha'i Faith is one of com
munity living, community feeling 
and community experience. This is 
a very wonderful thing, and if that 
feeling can be transferred to all the 
Baha'is we will have no inactive be
lievers. " 

Over and over again there was ref· 
erence to the Conference Institute 
program launched .in February at a 
meeting of the Area Teaching Com
mittees. Out of these workshops 
there seems to have come a much 

deeper recognition of the individuars 
responsibility to the Covenant and 
through it to the Guardian, and a 
greater tu1derstanding of the Admin
istr a tive Order as the framework 
within which the individual finds his 
greatest freedom in service to the 
Faith. One delegate said: "If the 
spirit generated at these Institutes 
is carried to the grass roots level 
throughout the country, a new wave 
of unity and teaching energy will be 
released that will be irresistible. n 

The Convention requested the NSA 
to make this valuable experience 
available to as many Baha'is as 
possible in the coming year. 

Mrs. Bahia Gulick, recently ar
rived from Ba@dad, told us of her 
several visits to the Guardian in re
cent years, and of his unceasing la
bors; how he, with his own hands, 
arranged the innumerable things .in 
the archives and tends the Holy 
Shrines in addition to his volumi~ 
nous correspondence; how he suffers 
when he hears of the attacks on the 
Cause and the believers, and how 
happy he is when the Baha'is 
achieve success in some Wldertak
ing. The Faith. will continue to suf
fer for some time to come, he told 
her, but the attacks are like the 
waves of the ocean, and the deeper 
the ocean the greater the waves. But 
the Faith is under the protection of 
Baha'u'llilh and nothing can pre
vent its ultimate triumph. She spoke 
of the martyrs whose numbers are 
being increased to this very day in 
the land of its birth, and closed by 
saying that in the Orient the Faith 
has been and is still being watered 
with the blood of believers while in 
America it "is watered by the service 
of the Baha'is. 

Over and over again we looked at 
the goals of the Seven Year Plan 
still to be completed within three 
years. We were especially thrilled 
over the report that the European 
field now possesses fourteen spiritual 
assemblies and 226 believers. Mrs. 
Anna Kunz returned from Switzer
land, l',oIiss Rita Von Sombeek from 
Holland, Nancy Gates enroute from 
Denmark to Greenland to pioneer 
under the Canadian NSA, and Jack 
and Eunice Shurcliffe and four
year.old Francie home from Bel~ 

gium, all spoke of the gratitude 01 
the European believers for the Amer
ican pioneers, and asked that we 
draw ever closer to these new 

(Continued on 1'lage 6) 



We Are Mid-Way 
Dear friends: 

A National Convention t with con~ 
sultation at a new level of maturity, 
bas just passed. The delegates and 
visitors viewed together the progress 
of the interior construction of the 
Temple. Next year we anticipate 
seeing the beauty of the finished 
auditorium and the holding of regu. 
lar services of worship. This genera
tion long project of sacrifice and 
devotion will be ready to confer the 
rich blessings of Bahil'u'llah's Word. 

We stand now at about the mid· 
point of our austerity period. We 
have successfully met the challenges 
of the first year. Ahead of us are the 
two needs emphasized by the Guard~ 
ian is his Convention cable: 

1. We must wipe out the accumu
lHted deficit in the National Fund. 

2. We must greatly reenforce the 
teaching work in Latin America, 
prior to the forming of the two new 
National Assemblies. 

The way to win a race is to keep 
on running. To the Baha'i, sacrifice 
and service are the great goals of 
life. They are the crown of laurel for 
the victor. In the twelve months 
ahead we can surely prove that we 
are ··Spartan-souled." 

Next month, throughout the great 
breadth of our country, we will 
observe the Hundredth Anniversary 
of the Martyrdom of the Ba b. Be· 
cause He gave His life, every 
moment of our existence is richer. 
Is not this the best possible time 
for each of us to surrender with 
complete joy to the Will of God? 

Faithfully yaurs, 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Solidarity in Sacrifice 
The soul stirring message from the 

Beloved Guardian to the National 
Convention, quoted elsewhere in this 
issue, conveys the most heartening 
news that we have successfully tra
versed the first stage of the auster
ity period; -that one more year of 
intense devotion "no less grim, self
abnegation, no less heroic, solidar
ity in sacrifice no less striking" is 
necessary to gain complete and total 
victory in meeting our financial re
sponsibilities. 

Half a million dollars is a tremen
dous sum ilf money. That is the 
amount the American Baha'is con
tributed to the National Treasury, 
during the past BaM'i year. It is a 
superb achievement; and one of 

Centenary Pamphlet 
The Martyr-Prophet of a 

World Faith is a new pamphlet 
written by William B, Sears for 
the Centenary of the Bab's Mar
tyrdom. This is a dramatic tell
ing of the story of the life of the 
Bab. The pamphlet is available 
from the Baha'i Publishing 
Committee at 15 cents per copy. 
For orders of 50 or more, the 
cost is 10 cents per copy. 

Also available from the Pub
lishing Committee is a fourteen
minute radio script on the Mar
tyrdom of the Bab. The cost per 
copy is 20 cents. 

which we may be justly proud. 
This $500,000. consisted of contri· 

butions to the Temple Interior FWld 
of approximately $380,000 and to the 
General Fund of $122,985. It must be 
explained, that the General Budget 
for last year, including $10,000 ad
vanced to permit printing BaM'i 
World Vol. X, was $158,685. Thus with 
contributions of $122,985 to the Gen
eral Fund, we were short $35,700 of 
meeting the budget. Adding to this 
the deficit of $25,000 at the beginning 
of the past year, we aTe now faced 
with a deficit of $61.640 in the Gen
eral Fund. 

Now, dear friends, what about this 
second year of sacrificial devotion '1' 
The financial requirement during 
this year will be approximately 
$300,000 made up as follows: 

To complete the Temple Interior 
Construction Fund .......... $119,000 

To payoff the Deficit in the Gen-
eral Fund ................... $61,640. 

General Budget for the forthcom. 
ing year (Estimated) ....... $187,500 

The Delegates at the Convention, 
solemnly assumed on behalf of the 
American Baha'is, the "liquidation of 
the deficit in the General Fund," and 
the "provision of financial support 
imperatively required" to meet Hthe 
emergency existing in Central and 
South America. tJ The increase in the 
General Budget is for forming N a
tional Assemblies in Latin America. 

Thus, friends, our path is clear! 
Last year we contributed $500,000 

which included some $100,000 non
recurring gifts. This year we must 
contribute approximately $365,000 to 
fully clear our uotherwise spotless 
record of collective achievement. tt 

NATIONAL TREASURER. 
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The Golden Chain 
Baha'i Assemblies, groups, and 

individuals all over the world are 
the links in a golden chain of frater
nal solidarity which is destined to 
hold the world together. The follow
ing cables tell their own story of the 
reality of that love and unity of pur
pose: 

London, April 17, 1950 
Baha'i. 
Wilmette, IlL 
Total victory assured. 24 Assemblies 
forming. Loving gratitude assistance 
whole Baha'i World. 

Baha'i, London, 

Wilmette, April 26, 1950. 
National SpiritUal Assembly 
Baha'is of British Isles. 
London, England. 
Rejoice in news of your glorious vic
tory. Devotion and sacrifice demon
strated by British Baha'is in attain
ment of most difficult goal inspires 
and encourages entire Baha'i World. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Wilmette, April 28, 1950. 
NSA British Isles, 
London, England. 
Congratulations thrilling victories. 
Profoundly impressed - inspired 
emulate glowing example. Loving 
Greetings. 

42nd Annual Convention 

Wilmette, April 29, 1950. 
Annual Convention, 
Baha'is of iran. 
Teheran, fran. 
Beloved Guardian has cabled news 
surpassing achievement, brilliant 
consummation. Delegates humbled 
in admiration. Praying ever closer 
bond East and West. 

42nd Annual Convention. 

Teheran, May 4. 1950 
42nd Annual Baha'i Convention, 
Wilmette, Illinois. 
Your loving message inspired, re
joiced hearts, Seventeenth Annual 
Convention Friends, Iran. Delegates, 
Assembly, Community Friends, ow
ing success, solely due Guardian's· 
bleSSings, profoundly jubilant. re
solved continue exert consolidation~ 
multiplication centers Homeland, 
Foreign fields. Humbly, fervently 
supplicate ever increasing success 
Triumph dearly beloved American 
friends who so devotedly, admirably 
fulfill Guardian' s instructions. 

Seventeenth Convention. 
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(Continued from page 4) 

Baha'is, to try to understand their 
special problems in developing the 
Administrative Order, and above all 
to demonstrate to them in all our 
actions the maturity that the Baha'i 
Faith demands. 

The status of the Plan with re
spect to Latin America in general, 
as reported by the Inter-America 
Committee, was far from bright. 
Lack of experienced pioneers, lack 
of understanding of the Administra
tion, and the various problems that 
arise in all newly formed Baha'i 
commWlities have created the emer
gency which the Guardian says it is 
imperative for us to meet through 
"the prompt despatch of a sufbstan
Ual number of competent pioneers." 
A minimum of eighteen pioneers for 
Central America and seven for South 
America, to supplement the seven
teen in the field, plus a number of 
itinerant teachers must be supplied 
at once. Lack of funds has been the 
greatest obstacle during the past 
year. Only through greatly increased 
contributions to the General Fund 
will we be able to ensure the con
summation of these twin goals 
within the allotted time. With great 
emphasis, Leroy loas pointed out 
that "if we fail to achieve this ob
jective in 1951 we will have lost the 
Seven Year Plan! It 

The condition of our General Fund, 
Umarring (the) otherwise spotless 
record (of) collective achievement" 
was of tremendous concern to the 
delegates. In presenting the Treas
urer's report. Mr. leas spoke of the 
great sacrifices of many of the be
lievers and the general austerity 
practices of all of them that have 
made it possible for the work on the 
Temple to go forward. If all the Te
solves are paid, he said, we will be 
within $6,500 of meeting the esti
mated cost of construction ($860,000), 
and surely additional re solves and 
gifts will supply that balance. But 
the picture with respect to the Gen
eral Fund was very different. Start
ing the year with a dedcl t of almost 
$26,000, we had fallen steadily behind 

. until, as of April 1st, the deficit 
amounted to $65,000. The estimated 
budget for the coming year must pay 
off this deficit, cover all operating 
costs and provide a much larger 
budget for Latin America, calling for 
a total of $245,000, exclusive of the 
balance needed to complete the 
budget for the Temple_ 

The situation is critical, Mr. loas 
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said. All the sources for large can· 
tributions have been tapped. Only 
through the grimmest resolution, 
"self-abnegation" and "solidarity in 
sacrifice" will we be able to remove 
the blot from our record and ensure 
the successful consummation of 
those two remaining major goals of 
the Seven Year Plan-the completion 
of the Temple and the formation 
of the two National Assemblies in 
Latin America. 

We learned of the availability at 
a very moderate price of additional 
property upon which future acces
sory buildings could be erected, and 
while the delegates felt it highly 
desirable to acquire' it at once, we 
were told that the Guardian would 
not approve the addition of any new 
items in the -budget until the present 
deficit has been met and funds 
ensured for the other goals. 

The doubling of contributions to the 
General Fund the payment of all 
Temple Fun~ resolves, the urgent 
necessity of selling all copies of 
Bah-ai World to cover the cost of 
printing this valuable reference 
work, the further increase in me
morial contributions, and the impor
tance of remembering the Faith in 
one's will, were stressed over and 
over again as we faced the financial 
crisis, and the delegates solemnly 
pledged themselves to bring the 
situation to the attention of all their 
fellow believers at home. 
. And what of the Temple? 
The first evening session was 

devoted to reports on the progess 
toward its completion. Present to 
pay tribute to the greatness and 
lUlique character of this edifice was 
the architect, Mr. Allred P. Shaw, 
who commented that nothing but 
the completed ornamentation itself 
can portray its beauty which is even 
more magnificent than had been 
anticipated. He described it as com
pletely original, "not copied after 
any structure or design conceived 
in the past, and the patterns of the 
following design are most character
is.tic of it." He spoke in appreciation 
of the members of the Technical 
Advisory Board who have made him 
and the contractors "feel the high 
spirit and faith that ibrings us 
together and that is the motivating 
spirit in building the structure." 

Mr. Robert McLaughlin, member 
of the Technical Board, spoke of the 
problems that have been encountered 
and how "through consultation and 
the use of the 'Remover of Difficul-

ties Prayer' things considered impo~ 
sible on technical grounds have hap
pened, and now the goal is in sight." 
Among others, he told the story of 
the long search for materials to be 
used for contrast with the Earley 
stone, and how, just at the last 
moment, a new rose quartz mine 
was discovered from which there 
has been supplied exactly what is 
needed to relieve the clear white
nes s of the stone tracery in certain 
areas. 

Paul Haney reviewed the instruc
tions given by the Guardian regard
ing the services that will be held 
in the completed Temple only a year 
hence, and he read from the state
ments of 'Abdu'l-Bahil concerning 
the effect upon the world of the 
Temple and the mystery which it 
enshrines so soon to be made plain 
to us. 

It was difficult to believe that 
when the delegates meet again, it 
would be beneath the completed 
Dome of this, the "holiest House of 
Worship in the entire world," whose 
foundation stone was laid by the 
hands of 'Abdu'l-Baha Himself, the 
edifice for which the American 
believers and their fellow Baha'is .in 
so many lands have made great 
sacrifices for more than a genera· 
tion, and that will be long-waited
for "beginning of the Kingdom of 
God on earth." But so it will be, 
barring any unforseen emergencies. 
We were assured of that when we 
visited the auditorium on Saturday 
and saw much of the stone tracery 
already in place and many other 
pieces being made ready for their 
special positions. At last we could 
begin to grasp the impresive mag· 
nificence of the pure white stone, 
relieved here and there by soft rosy 
tones and the warm wood hues of 
the floor t and the enormous bronze 
doors through which soon will pass 
thousands seeking spiritual solace 
and inspiration. 

To make it more exciting, groups 
of Babit'is were being photographed 
inside the Temple, and coming down 
the ramp following the official 
Convention photograph. Cameras 
flashed when delegates were speak
ing, when they deposited their bal· 
lots for the incoming NSA, when 
voting on important resolutions, in 
conversation at the exhibit booths, 
visiting the book stall, and at work 
or relaxing in the area outside Foun
dation Hall. These, we soon learned, 
were professional photographers and 



reporters from Life Magazine, gath
ering material for a possible -two
page story on the Convention. If it 
"makes" the publication, who can 
venture a guess as to what new 
doors of teaching service will be 
suddenly flung open to us! We hoped 
so much that the pictures and the 
reporter's notes would reveal us . as 
we want to be known to the public! 

Much consultation took place con
cerning the public teaching cam
paign which might well be launched 
as a result of the hoped for Life 
publicity before the end of the aus· 
terity period. Preparation for better 
teaching on the part of the individual 
resulting from a deeper knowledge 
and understanding of the Faith 
through Conference Institutes and 
service to the Faith, adequate prep
aration of new believers for mem
bership, and the publication of more 
attractive and appealing pamphlet 
material were among the matters 
receiving special consideration. 

The delegates expressed a need 
for two new committees-one to 
make an "efficiency surveytl of 
teaching problems and methods as 
a possible basis for improved teach
ing techniques, and the other a cen
tral teaching committee responsible 
for crea ti ve planning and to serve 
as a clearing house for the Area 
Teaching Committees and a coordi
nating link between them and tbe 
NSA. 

Further solidarity of the American 
Baha'i community, it was agreed, 
will be achieved when there is more 
emphasis on the development of the 
individual through the structure of 
the Baha'i Administrative Order 
operating through the community, 
and above all by a deeper under
standing of the Covenant and his 
relationship to the Guardian and to 
the BaM 'i World Community. 

The youth members, too, made an 
important contribution to the agenda 
through their report presented by the 
Chairman of the National Youth 
Committee, Helen Blohm.-a report 
which revealed a remarkable degree 
nf maturity and an earnest desire 
on the part of the youth members 
to strengthen the solidarity nf the 
Baba'i family. The organization of 
Area Youth Committees to follow the 
pattern of the adult structure, youth 
memroers on Regional Teaching 
CommitteesJ annual reports in 
Balun News, and the publication nf 
Youth Committee addresses in the 
annual directory were recommended 
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and approved by the Convention. 
The importance of limiting youth 
activities to those in the youth age 
range defined by the Guardian and 
drawing them at the age of twenty
one into Baha'i community activities 
was stressed, not only to enhance 
their maturity but also to bring to 
the commWlities the fresh vigor and 
viewpoints that youth can su·pply. 

Child education. also, had its spe
cial place. The importance of secur· 
ing permission from local schoo] 
boards for Baha'i children to remain 
away from classes on Baha'i holy 
days, the necessity of classes for all 
Baha'i children and especially be
tween the ages of ten and fifteen 
years, and ways of attracting chil
dren of non-Baha'i families to Baha'i 
classes were discussed at length. 
Need for more Baha'i material for 
children, instructions for teachers, 
and suggestions on how to coordinate 
B aha' i instruction with the child's 
studies at school were requested of 
tbe Child' Education Committee for 
the coming y..ear. 

Space permits only mention of the 
Ric;ivim Feast and the inspiring ad
dresses of Mrs. Joy Earl, Mrs. Bahia 
Gulick, and William DeForge, and 
of the Public Congress on SWlday 
evening with Dr. Sarah Periera and 
William Sears as speakers. These 
two events filled Foundation Hall to 
overflowing with Baha'is and their 
friends and gave them something of 
the spirit of the Convention. 

The two most solemn occasions of 
the Convention were the election 
of the National Spiritual Assembly, 
mentioned first because this is one 
of the primanr functions of the dele
gates, - and the viewing of the 
portrait of the Bab. 

Fully aware of the tremendous 
responsibilities resting upon the 
elected representatives at all times, 
and of the special problems facing 
the American Baha'i community as 
it stands on the thresbhold of a 
momentous year in its history, the 
election of the National Spiritual 
Assembly was carried. out in a most 
prayerful attitude, and on accept· 
ance of the tellers' report the follow
ing day, the CODveniton asked. for 
the reading of the Tablet of Al;tmad 
for the protection and guidance of 
that body of hard-working, self
sacrificing servants of the Faith. 

It being the centenary of the 
Martyrdom of the Bab, arrange
ments were made for the delegates 
and visitors to view the photograph 
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of that Prophet of God Who gave 
His life that we might have the 
eternal joy of helping to establish 
the Kingdom of God on earth. It is 
impossible to describe one's own 
feelings or to depict the reactions 
of others on gazing on the picture of 
that Holy One, for one is conscious 
only of the spirit that seems to 
emanate from the photograph and 
to bind us all into one closely· knit 
band of unworthy but greatly blessed 
servants to His Cause. On that occa
sion our hearts drew very near to 
the Guardian from whom came this 
sacred gift in 1944, and we remem· 
bered our Convention Pledge: "'In 
new spirit of dedication of this cen
tenary Martyrdom Blessed Bah, we 
resolve fulfil obligations. . . . Im
plore your prayers enable American 
community progress toward greater 
maturity in . . . sacrifice beloved 
Faith. " 

NSA Expresses Appreciation 
The National Assembly wishes to 

express to each and every individual 
Baha'i serving on the Convention 
Arrangements Committee, as well as 
all others, who assisted, in arrang
ing for and fulfilling the func
tions of the Convention I its heartfelt 
appreciation. Everyone carried on 
their work in a most efficient and 
pleasant manner. Special mention is 
made of tbe Youth and Children who 
so untiringly manned the Check 
Room. 

The Delegates expressed their 
gratefulness by appropriate votes on 
the floor of the Convention. 

The 1950 Convention has passed 
into history-lbut the new spirit of 
dedication, of unity, and Baha.'i soli
darity which it created, will go on 
forever. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEM:BLY 

Assembly Meetings 
for Members Only 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
wishes to remind the friends that ses
sions of Spiritual Assemblies, local 
and national, are to be attended only 
by the elected members, except 
when individuals or committees have 
been invited in for consultation. At 
such times the discussion is carried 
on with. the guests, but Assembly ac
tion is deferred until after the non· 
members have retired. The same ap
plies when the Assembly is meeting 
with applicants for membership in 
the Baha'i Community. 

-NATIONAL SPnu:ruAL AssEMBLY 
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Divine Guidanee 
The following words were written 

by the Guardian through his secre
tary to Miss Helen Campbell on 
November 25, 1948: 

"He feels that if . . . ponders 
more deeply about the fundamentals 
of Divine Revelation. she will also 
come to understand the Guardian
ship. Once the mind and heart have 
grasped the fact that God guides 
men through a Mouthpiece, a human 
being, a Prophet, infallible and 
unerring, it is only a logical pro
jection of this acceptance to also 
accept the station of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
and the Guardians. The Guardians 
are the evidence of the rna turity of 
mankind in the sense that at long last 
men have progressed to the point of 
having one world, and of needing 
one world management for hUman 
affairs. In the spiritual realm they 
have also reached the point where 
God could leave, in human hands 
(i.e. the Guardians'), guided directly 
by the Bab and Baha'u'llah, as the 
Master states in His Will. the affairs 
of His Faith for this Dispensation. 
This is what is meant by 'this is the 
day which will not be followed by 
night: In this Dispensation, divine 
guidance flows on to us in this 
world after the Prophet's ascension, 
through, first the Master, and then 
the Guardians. If a person can 
accept Baha'u'll3:h's function, it 
should not present any difficulty to 
them to also accept what He has 
ordained in a divinely guided indi
vidual in matters pertaining to the 
Faith. " 

Baha'j Addresses 
National Office: 

536 Sheridan Road, W1lmette, 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue, wUmette, 
Dlinois. 

Make Checks Payable to: 
N aUonal Babi'( Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
illinois. 

Make cheeks for books aDd pamph.
lets payaNe to: 

Baha.'i Pu:blish.ing Cemmittee 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 
Lansing, Mich. 
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Teaching Suggestions 
of Delegates at 42nd Annual Convention 

Lift ourselves above personal plane, and function on basis Collective action. 
so spirit may flow. 

Raise our sights ;-stop all criticism-stop all negation-accentuate the con
structive services of everyone. 

Everyone find the niche into which he fits-then get active. 
Find our own faults, and eliminate them. Do not look for or find the fault 

of others. 
Examine ourselves and our deeds-but do it according to the standards of 

the Faith. 
Everyone today is seeking spiritual security. There is great spiritual hunger, 

as the hearts are empty. 
Teach the spiritual life of the Faith; that it is the gift of the Kingdom of God. 
Baha'u'lli!h gave the Divine Plan. His spirit is sweeping the world. We are 

the channels through which His divine spirit may be disseminated. 
The spirit can function only through the Baha'is, and the Administrative Or

der. Let us perfect ourselves, and the Administrative Order of the Faith. 
The Baha'is are the ransom of God on earth. 
Let us teach that Baha'u'llah has come to save the world, and His teachings 

are the Ark of Salvation. 
Teach that Baha'u'lLtih is the source of Salvation. 
Be more audacious. Audacity calls for knowledge of the Faith, wisdom, 

tact, and forceful presentation of the Teachings. 
Unity is the source of spiritual confirmation. 
We must be unified in service to the Guardian. 
Unity is seeking association with the Guardian's instructions. 
Baha'is must stress the basic difference between the old, and the new 

(Baha'i) way of life. We must slough off the old world customs. 
We must minimize discussions on the personal plane. There is a whole world 

of things to be thought out and acted upon other than personal differences. 
The material presented by the NSA at the Conference Institute held for 

members of the Area National Teaching Committees in February, ,:Should 
. be the bedrock of the teaching plan for the coming year. 

Lack of knowledge and understanding of the Covenant is the root of most of 
our difficulty, and the Institute material will fill this gap. No soul can 
truly be revitalized without a thorough knowledge of the Covenant. 

The "spirit of teaching" was released by the coming of the Manifestations of 
the Baha'i Dispensation. Our problem is how to absorb this spirit-to 
inspire ourselves and others to live by the Teachings. 

After we are Baha'is we must become adjusted to functioning on the basis 
of applying the principles of group action, as contrasted with the tradi
tional American rugged individualism. 

One smaller community has made great progress in achieving unity within 
the group by holding monthly meetings for Baha'is only. The community 
carries on a study period of two hours, during which every member of 
the group prepares and gives a five minute talk on some phase of an as
signed subject. Following this study period there is a community sup
per, and after this an evening devoted to relaxation and fun. The results 
have been most encouraging, both from the standpoint of the consolidation 
and unity of the commWlity, ~nd also in preparing the individual mem
bers to do more effective teaching. 

In the recent past the.re has perhaps been too much emphasis in Baha'i 
teaching efforts on the corollaries of the Faith, such as world government, 
international language, etc. In these critical times we should stress the 
coming of the Manifestation as the greatest event of our time, and a re
turn to God as offering the greatest hop8 for solution of the problems of 
all mankind. We will find many more receptive souls throughout this ap
proach. 

The spiritual needs of the world today can be met only by an approach to 
the heart rather than to the intellect, and the time has come for au
dacious, and even perhaps evangelistic, teaching efforts. 
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Ornamea1ation of the main a-uclItorhm1 of the Temple as viewed by the delega.tes 
aDd visltinK' Bahi'is OD Apr. 2:9. 1950. 

Guardian Approves Permanent Treatment 
of Walls of Temple Auditorium 

During Current Construction Project 
The final plans for the Temple in- be unused at the conclusion of the 

terior, approved by the Guardian in work. No exact estimate can be given 
January, 1949, contemplated the this far in advance of the completion 
omission of any permanent treatment of the project, but on the basis of 
of the walls of the alcoves of the the experience to date, there appears 
main interior auditorium, and the re- to be a very good chance that the 
tention of the present windows and total cost will be as much as $2(>
surrounding steel sash. Under these 30,000 thousand less than the $860,000 
plans the walls of the auditorium ad- estimate. exclusive of the unused 
joining the windows would simply portion of the contingency item. 
have been painted, and any other Against the background of the 
treatment deferred to some future above information, the architect, the 
time. general contractor, and the members 

At meetings »lith the architect and of the Bah,,'i Technical Advisory 
the Baha'i Technical Board in Febru- Board strongly recommended to the 
ary and March of this year, the Tem- Trustees that serious consideration 
pIe Trustees were informed that it be given to treating the walls of the 
now appears there is a very good auditorium with the permanent Ear
chance that a substantial portion of ley stone material before completion 
the $50,000 included as a contingency of the present construction work, not 
item in the $800,000 overall cost esti- only because of the contribution 
mate for the interior construction will which this would make to the homo-
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geneity and general appearance of 
the finished interior, but also because 
it would cost a great deal more to 
complete this portion of the work at a 
future time, after the present con
struction project is completed. Esti
mates were submitted which indicat
ed that the cost of furnishing and in
stalling Earley cast stone for the wall 
areas of the auditorium would be ap
proximately $32,000. 

These facts and recommendations 
were submitted to the Guardian in 
March of this year, with a request 
for advice as to whether he would 
permit the Trustees to proceed with 
plans for treating the walls of the al
coves of the main floor auditorium 
with the permanent Earley stone ma
terial during the present construction 
project, even though such a decision 
might bring the overall cost of the 
finished interior slightly above the 
estimated figure of $800,000. 

A month before the annual con
vention, on March 29, 1951}, the Guar
dian cabled the National Assembly 
the following reply to the question 
submitted to him regarding perma
nent treatment of the auditorium 
walls during the present construction 
proj ect : "Approve recom menda tioD 
regarding treatment walls". 

This means that the interior walls 
adjacent to the doors and windows 
viTlil be finished in the same perma
nent Earley stone rna terial which is 
being used for the other portions of 
the interior, and that this work will 
be done as a part of the present con
struction proj ect. The result will be 
an even more beautiful and homog
eneous interior than was called fbr in 
the plans approved last year, and 
probably at a cost only moderately, 
if at all, above the original $860,000 
estimate. 

-TEMPLE CONSTRUCTION CoMMI'JTEE 

What 
tribute 
book? 

? • 
Chinese scholar paid 
to Dr. Esslemont's 

See Baha'i World 
Vol. IV, p. 424 

What Columbia University 
professor arranged for Martha 
Root to address his class? 

See BaM'i World 
. Vol. IV, p. 467 
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A Greater Loyalty Is Born 
All agreed that one of the great 

ga.ins at the fifth and final teaching 
Congres s of the Centr a1 Am erican 
Territory, celebrated during the Rid
vim days in San Salvador, was the 
laying of a real basis for a greater 
and deeper loyalty to the Guardian 
and to the New World Order. and 
for vigorous participation in the task 
of spreading the Cause through its 
divine institutions. This grew out 
of a special study of National Assem
bly objectives, of the qualities of a 
good administrator, of the messages 
of the Guardian since 1946, copies 
of which were given to all delegates 
to take home to their countries for 
further study, and of the reality of 
Baha'i institutions, from the Local 
Spiritual Assembly, through the nat
ional body to the Universal House 
of Justice, the Ha.nds of the Cause 
and the Guardian. This course was 
presented by Mrs. Dorothy Baker, 
who was sent for the occasion by 
the National Spiritual Assembly. 

A new consciousness and under
standing of Baba'i administration 
also grew out of the experiences of 
the delegates during the Congress. 
On the closing day a brilliant young 
painter, Humberto Solorzono, repre
sentative from Nicaragua, rose and 
declared: "Before coming to the 
Congress, I was already confirmed 
in the spiritual teachings of Bahit'
'u'llah, which r had sought vainly in 
the universities of Europe and the 
East, a.nd which r finally found in 
Nicaragua, with the result that my 
life. has been completely changed; 
but in this Congress r have also 
become confirmed in the administra. 
tion and I mean to devote my life 
to the Cause." 

Other advances over Congresses 
of previous years included a growth 
in order; the confusions of other 
years vanishing as the Convention 
got under way. Growth was observed 
in the power of the delegates to 
think prdblems through and to make 
useful final resolutions. More initia
tive and responsibility was shown 
by those attending. The most unusual 
public meetings of any Congress as 
yet held, were produced, evidencing 
a great capacity in the Community 
of San Salvador, for reaching key 
people of importance. 

The Ateneo, the chief cultural 
group of EI Salvador, placed entirely 
at the disposal of the Congress its 
fine hall in the center of the capital, 
participated in an official welcome 
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to the incoming delegates and in a 
farewell banquet for them at the 
finest hotel in the city, where more 
than 50 guests attended. This group 
also lent some of its notable speak
ers to occupy platforms together 
with Baha'i lecturers. Among these 
were Juan Felipe Toruno, well known 
poet and president of the Ateneo; 
Prof. Br. Jorge Larde y Larin, 
Consul of Haiti and Ecuador, di
rector of the National Museum and 
Professor of History at the Univer
sity, and Sr. Braulio Perez Marchant, 
author of many books well known in 
La tin America. Sr. Marchant is vice 
president of the Ateneo and also 
a Baha'i. Other Baha'i speakers 
included Dona Olimpia Varela y 
Varela of Honduras, editor of the 
review "Pan America"; J. A. 
Edwards of Jamaica, and Mrs. Doro
thy Baker, who captured all hearts 
with a beautiful plea for world unity 
couched in clear Spanish. 

Nine countries were represented 
b)' thirteen delegates, including: Srta. 
Zenayda Jurado C. of Mexico, Aris
tedes Marchena of Guatemala, Dr. 
David Escalante, Braulio Perez Mar
chant and Saturnino Rodriguez Cani
zales of El Salvador; Srta. Blanca 
Victoria Mejia and Humberto Solor
zano of Nicaragua; Dona Olimpia 
Varela y Varela and Humberto Por· 
tillo of Honduras; Srta. Criselda 
Alvarez, Costa Rica; Sra. Natalia 
Cha vez and Manuel Cor gas of P an
ama; Maximo Sainz of Cuba and 
J. A. Edwards of Jamaica. 

The principal theme for study, 
arra.nged by C.E.B.M.A., was pre
sented by efficient committees 
formed by the delegates. The three 
sections considered included the Con
solidation of Groups and Assemblies, 
Increasing the Baha'I FWld contri
buted b)' the native believers, and 
Spreading the Faith. Objectives 
adopted included resolutions to 
increase membership of all Com
munities to a minimum of 15, to try 
to raise up new teachers of the Cause 
through intensive Regional Institutes 
in each of the 12 countries this year, 
and to include in the courses given 
in these institutes a study of Baha'i 
Administration; to make every effort 
to strengthen the Baha'i FWld; to 
make contacts with persons of 
influence, choosing for this task 
those persons best adapted to it; to 
increase the present 16 Assemblies 
by at least 14 before 1953, and to 
seek to obtain incorporation of 
Assemblies wherever this has not 

already been accomplished. A cable 
and letter. were sent to the Guardian 
hy the delegates. 

The entry into the Cause of two 
new members with rather high posi
tions in the country. opened the door 
to a number of important contacts 
during the Congress. 

A Ric;lvan breakfast was arranged 
by Mrs. Baker, followed by pictures 
of the Master and of Haifa. She is 
con tinlling on her way south to serve 
a.!) special representative and teacher 
at the South American Congress .in 
Lima, Peru. 

All 12 countries in the territory 
re-elected their assemblies and 
three, that had been lost, were 
restored. The latter included Mana~ 
gua, Nic.; San Pedro Sulat Hond., 
and Puebla, Mex. 

Among visitors from various COWl

tries were Mrs. Louise Caswell of 
Costa Rica, Mrs. Cora Oliver of Pa.n
ama and Miss Elisabeth H. Cheney, 
Member of the Inter.America Com
mittee, who has been serving in ·the 
Central American territory since 
October. 

Co-operation "¥fith Baha'is 
in the Philippines 

A few years ago the National kl
sembly received a letter written by 
th" Guardia.n in which he stated, 
through his secretary: "He is not in 
favor . . . of sel}ding the Philippine 
friends any other assistance than 
food parcels and some Baha'i liter~ 
a ture, and he does not want money 
forwarded to them as the American 
believers have already a very heavy 
program to carry out, in connection 
with their present Seven Year Plant 
and cannot afford to dissipate their 
resources. The whole Philippine 
question needs to 'be investigated and 
clarified On the spot. n 

This investigation has been carried 
out for the NSA by Miss Nina How
ard who has a position in Manila. 
She has at considerable risk visited 
Baha'i centers and consulted with 
the most active friends. Miss How
a.rd has recently visited the United 
States a.nd came to the National 
Office. She advises that conditions in 
the Philippines are much better than 
they were and food is not needed_ U 
the American believers wish to send 
gifts of literature it would be wise to 
correspond with her first as she can 
pass upon the validity of the many 
calls for help which klsemblles and 
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individual believers receive from the 
Philippines_ This is a service which 
the National Assembly deeply appre· 
ciates. Her address is: American 
Embassy Manila, APQ 736, c/o Post· 
master, San Francisco, CalifOrnia. 
(No not send to the NSA the letters 
you receive from these friends? but 
kindly report to the International Re
lief Representative, Box 548, Evans
ton, Ill., whatever you ship after 
consultation with Miss Howard.) 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Temple Guides Needed 
The week.day guide season at" the 

Temple begins May 30, and the build
ing will then be open daily to visitors 
from 10:30 to 4:30_ 

Our various pleas for' guides, 
Which have appeared in BahcPi News, 
have not been directed to youth alone 
as a few people helieved. These pleas 
were meant for every Baha~f. young 
or old alike, who knows the veri ties 
of the Faith and is willing to read 
and assimilate the knowledge in the 
Short-cut Guide Course, now avaH
able to those interested. Guiding at 
the Temple is an immeasurably val. 
uable and productive way to spend 
a week-end r or a few days, or a 
week of summer vacation. 

It behooves one to take cogni· 
zance of these dynamic words of 
'Abdu'I·BaM: 

""Whosoever arises for the service 
of this building shall be assisted with 
a great power from His Supreme 
Kingdom and upon him spiritual and 
heavenly blessings shall desceod, 
which shall fill his heart with won· 
derful consolation and enlighten his 
eyes by beholding the Glorious and 
Eternal God." 

Write for further information to 
Mrs. Harriet Hilpert, 924 Judson 
Street, Evanston, Illinois. 

In Memoriam 
Mr. Geor&e Ferrill, St. Louis, Mo., April, 

1950 
Mr. EUClid G. Simpson, Berkeley, Calli., 

April 1. 1950 
Mrs. Emma Shields, New York, N.Y" 

March 27. 1950 
Mr. A O. Harris, Santa Rosa, Calif., 

March, 1950 
Mr. Elmer Kapischke, Chicago, m., 

April 12, 1950 
Miss Agne:; O'Neill, Boston, Mass., April 

19. 1950 
Mr. John Dawson, Seattle, Wash., De~ 

cernber. 1949 
Mrs. Frances Robertson, Seattle Wash~ 

ington, March 23, 1950 
Mr. Levi Levering, Maey, Nebr., August, 

1949 
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NSA Actions on Convention Recommendatiollil 
Following are the recommenda· 

tions of the Convention upon which 
action was taken by the National 
Spiritual Assembly at the meeting 
immediately following Convention. 
This does not include teaching 
r{-commendations which will be con
sidered later, 

"That the National Spiritual 
Assembly reproduce for the beIiev· 
ers the particular excerpts from the 
Guardian's Jetters of July 20, 1946 
and April 11. 1947, which were read 
at this evening's session of the Con
vention, relating to the services of 
worship in the Temple." 

VOTED TO DIRECT THE 
BAHA'I NEWS COMMITTEE TO 
PUBLISH THE' EXCERPTS FROM 
THE GUARDIAN'S LETTERS ON 
SERVICES IN THE TEMPLE AS A 
SPECIAL INSERT IN TIlE JUNE 
ISSUE OF BAHA'I NEWS. 

"That we see that a Committee 
be appointed to prepare a display 
and article that would be explana· 
tory of the subject (The Temple and 
the Faith) for technical people; and 
to incorporate in the article Mr. 
Earley's statement made at the Con· 
vention of 1~4. u 

VOTED TO TRANSMIT 
RECOMMENDATION TO 
TEMPLE TRUSTEES. 

THIS 
THE 

"That the National Assemhly set 
up a special Grounds Committee so 
that the Baha'is in the Temple area 
and elsewhere might supplement the 
work of the already overburdened 
caretakers in keeping the grounds 
at all times in keeping with the 
teachings on cleanliness and neat· 
ness and also to take advantage of 
the opportunity to get fill and top. 
soil as opportunity presents at little 
or no cost." 

VOTED TO TURN THIS RECOM· 
MENDATION OVER TO THE TEM· 
PLE TRUSTEES, 

"That the National Spiritual 
AssemblY sponsor a campaign to 
move the current stock of The 
Baha'i World volumes. both current 
and past issues, and that a time pay
meot plan 'be worked out to enable 
the believers to make payment for 
these volumes over an extended 
period." 

VOTED TO REQUEST THE PUB
LISIHNG COMMITTEE TO SUBMIT 
NOT LATER THAN TIlE MAY 
MEETING A PLAN FOR DRAMA· 
TIZING THE AVAILABILITY OF 

THE CURRENT VOLUME OF THE 
BAHA'I WORLD. IT IS SUGGESTED 
TO THE COMMITTEE THAT IN 
THIS CONNECTION ATTENTION 
BE GIVEN TO THE POSSIBILI· 
TIES OF USE OF TIlE BULLETINS 
ISSUED BY AREA AND REGIONAL 
COMMITTEES. 

VOTED TO RECORD THE VIEW 
THAT TIlE PORTION OF THE 
RECOMMENDATION RELATING 
TO THE USE OF A TIME PAY· 
MENT PLAN IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE SALE OF VOLUMES 
OF THE BAHA'I WORLD SHOULD 
NOT BE ACTED UPON AT THIS 
TIME, DUE TO THE MECHANI
CAL DIFFICULTIES AND CUR
RENT EMPHASIS ON THE REGU· 
LAR CHANNELS OF BAHA'I CON· 
TRIBUTIONS, 

"That this Convention recommend 
to the incoming National Spiritual 
Assembly that it sponsor a campaign 
similar to the resolve campaign for 
the Temple which will eliminate the 
deficit carried over from the last 
two years and meet the increased 
goal of the Geoeral Fund in the 
coming administrative year. the 
point to be brought to the attention 
of the believers and emphasized is 
that if the deficit is met and the 
goal reached perhaps the Guardian 
will permit us to purchase the Gold· 
blatt property _" 

VOTED TO TURN THIS RECOM
MENDATION OVER TO THE SPE· 
CIAL NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FI· 
NANCE COMMITTEE FOR CARE
FUL CONSIDERATION. 

'~Tha t we recommend to the 
National Spiritual Assembly that 
proper forms be worked out for each 
of the states so that the individual 
believers may have access to these 
certificates so that they may know 
how to go about making out their 
wills and so that these documents 
may be deposited with either the 
local or National Spiritual Assem· 
bly/' 

VOTED TO REFER THIS RE· 
COMMENDATION TO THE LEGAL 
COMMITTEE WITH A REQUEST 
THAT THEY MAKE A REPORT 
TO TIlE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
ON THIS PROPOSAL NOT LATER 
THAN THE JULY MEETING. 

"That it be the sense of the dele. 
gates of this Conveotion that the 
Inter-America Committee and the 
National Spiritual Assembly make 
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it possible for the pioneers to get to 
South America at the earliest pos
sible moment, and if they do not 
have jobs that we send them there 
at the expense of the Fund." 

VOTED TO ADOPT THIS RE· 
COMMENDATION AS A POLICY 
OF THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY AND TO SO INFORM 
THE INTER·AMERICA COMMIT· 
TEE. 

"That the National Spiritual As· 
sembly organize an institute for a 
week or nine days to prepare pi
oneers going to Latin America." 

VOTED TO TAKE THE FOLLOW· 
ING ACTIONS ON THIS RECOM· 
MENDATION: (A) TO RECORD 
THE VIEW OF THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY THAT THE INSTI· 
TUTE METHOD OF PREPAR· 
ING PIONEERS IS ONE WmCH 
SHOULD BE STUDIED FROM THE 
STANDPOINT OF FUTURE USE 
AND TO SO INFORM THE INTER· 
AMERICA COMMITTEE; (B) TO 
INFORM THE INTER·AMERICA 
COMMITTEE THAT, ALTHOUGH 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY RE· 
COGNIZES THE URGENT NEED 
OF SENDING A NVMBER OF 
PIONEERS INTO THE LATIN 
AMERICAN FIELD, THE NA· 
TIONAL ASSEMBLY URGES THE 
COMMITTEE TO MAKE A MOST 
CAREFUL SCREENING OF ALL 
APPLICANTS FOR PIONEER 
SERVICES AND TO INTENSIFY 
THE PREPARATION GIVEN EACH 
APPLICANT ACCEPTED BY THE 
COMMITTEE. 

uThat the Convention recommend 
to the incoming National Spiritual 
Assembly that it investigate all pos· 
sible steps to obtain recognition of 
the Baha'i holy days by school 
authorities to permit students to 
remain away from school on those 
days (and not be considered a b
sent) 0" 

VOTED TO DIRECT THE SEC· 
RETARY TO PREPARE A BRIEF 
STATEMENT ON THE BAHA'I 
HOLY DAYS AND THEIR OBSERV· 
ANCE BY MEMBERS OF THE 
FAITH IN A FORM SmTABLE 
FOR USE IN OBTAINING PER· 
MISSION FOR STUDENTS TO BE 
OFFICIALLY EXCUSED FROM 
ATTENDING SCHOOL ON BAHA'I 
HOLY DAYS. 

VOTED TO DIRECT THE SEC
RETARY, WHEN THIS STATE· 
MENT IS READY, TO PLACE AN 
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ANNOUNCEMENT IN BAHA'I 
NEWS CALLING ATTENTION TO 
ITS AVAILABILITY AND OUR 
EMPHASIZING THE INSTRUC· 
TIONS OF THE GUARDIAN ON 
THE REFRAINING FROM WORK 
AND SCHOOL ATTENDANCE ON 
BAHA'I HOLY DAYS. TillS AN· 
NOUNCEMENT IS TO INCLUDE 
A RESTATEMENT OF THE PAR· 
TICULAR DAYS UPON WHICH 
WORK IS TO BE SUSPENDED. THE 
BAHA'I NEWS ANNOUNCEMENT 
IS ALSO TO STRESS THE RE· 
SPONSmILITY AND OBLIGATION 
OF PARENTS ASSISTING THEIR 
CHILDREN IN A PROPER OB
SERVANCE OF THE HOLY DAYS. 

HThat the Convention recom
mend to the National Assembly that 
it make a compilation of the utter· 
ances of Baha'u'llah, 'Abdu'l-Baha 
and the instructions of the Guardian 
on the spiritual and administra ti ve 
status of children of Baha'is and 
publish it in Baha~i News, and also 
any instructions bearing on the 
observance of the holidays of the 
Christians and other religions." 

VOTED TO REFER TO THE 
CHILD EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
THE RECOMMENDATION RE· 
GARDING A COMPILATION O.F 
MATERIAL IN TIlE WRITINGS 
CONCERNING THE EDUCATION 
AND SPIRITUAL TRAINING OF 
CmLDREN AND THEIR STATUS 
WITH THE REQUEST TllAT THEY 
SUBMIT SUCH A COMPILATION 
FOR PUBLICATION IN BAHA'I 
NEWS NOT LATER THAN THE 
JULY MEETING, 

VOTED TO ASK THE SECRE· 
TARY TO PREPARE A STATE· 
MENT REGARDING THE BAHA'I 
ATTITUDE TOWARD TIlE HOLY 
DAYS OF OTHER RELIGIONS. 

"That the radio script of the Mar
tyrdom of the Bab be distributed 
in mimeographed form for believers 

- during this centennial year.u 

VOTED TO ASK THE SECRE· 
TARY TO SECURE THE SCRIPT 
IN QUESTION AND TURN IT OVER 
TO THE PUBLISmNG COMMIT· 
TEE. 

VOTED TO ASK THE PUBLISH· 
ING COMMITTEE TO MIMEO
GRAPH 500 COPIES OF THIS 
SCRIPT FOR SALE AND TO 
ANNOUNCE ITS AVAILABILITY 
THROUGH A NOTICE IN BAHA'I 
NEWS. 

"That at forthcoming Conventions 
microphones be installed so that 

delegates need not go to the front of 
the hall to speak." 

VOTED TO RECORD THE VIEW 
OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
THAT ADOPTION OF TillS RE· 
COMMRNDATION IS NOT ADVIS
ABLE BECAUSE GOING FOR· 
WARD TO ONE CENTRAL MICRO· 
PHONE PERMITS THE DELE· 
GATES TO BECOME BETTER 
ACQUAINTED AND IS BETTER 
FOR THE CONVENTION RECORD. 
FURTHERMORE THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY HAS BEEN INFORM. 
ED BY A COMPETENT ENGI· 
NEER THAT THE PLAN AS 
PROPOSED PRESENTS SERIOUS 
TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES. 

"That the Convention recommend 
that the incoming National Spiritual 
Assembly make a gift of a copy of 
Stanwood Cobb's Security fOT B Fail
ing World to every member of the 
Congress of the United States, to
gether with a summary of the 
purposes and objectives of the De
clara tion ('If Trust of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the United States; that the National 
Spiritual Assembly also ask Mr. 
Cobb to recjuest his friend Sir John 
Boyd Orr, to use his good offices to 
secure a similar distribution to the 
members of the Parliament of Great 
Britain, through the offices of the 
British National Spiritual Assembly. 
This recommendation is to be re
ferred to Shoghi Effendi for his 
advice before taking any action." 

VOTED TO SUBMIT TillS CON
VENTION RECOMMENDATION TO 
THE GUARDIAN WITH REQUEST 
FOR SHOGm EFFENDI'S VIEWS 
AS TO (A) THE ADVISABILITY OF 
CIRCULARIZING THE MEMBERS 
OF THE UNITED STATES CON
GRESS AND THE BRITISH PAR
LIAMENT; (B) AND IF THE 
GUARDIAN APPROVES SUCH AN 
EFFORT, A REQUEST FOR HIS 
ADVICE AS TO WHAT DOCUMENT 
HE WOULD CONSIDER MOST 
SmTABLE FOR SUCH DISTRmU
TION. 

"That the Convention recommend 
to the National Spiritual Assembly 
that a master index of Baha'i litera
ture be compiled." 

VOTED TO RECORD TllAT 
SOME WORK HAS BEEN DONE 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE DE
VELOPMENT OF A MASTER IN
DEX OF BAHA'I LITERATURE BY 
VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS. 

VOTED TO REFER TillS BE· 
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COMMENDATION TO A GENERAL 
LITERATURE COMMITTEE AP
POINTED BY THE NATIONAL AS
SEMBLY FOR FURTHER STUDY 
AND REPORT TO THE NATIONAL 
SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY. 

"That the incoming National 
Spiritual Assembly make an effort 
to obtain new expressions of appre
ciation of the Bah.a~i Faith from 
leading public figures and make 
these available." 

VOTED TO REFER THIS MAT
TER TO TIlE PUBLIC RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE FOR STUDY AND 
RECOMMENDATION AS TO TIlE 
BEST METHOD OF CARRYING 
OUT THIS CONVENTION ACTION. 

"That the incoming National 
Spiritual Assembly seek counsel of 
the Guardian as to whether the by
laws should be amended with regard 
to time of election and the reference 
to age." 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT TIlE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HAS SUB· 
MITTED TO THE GUARDIAN TIlE 
QUESTION OF POSSIBLE AMEND· 
MENT OF TIlE BY-LAWS IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE ELEC
TION OF A LOCAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY. 

VOTED TO ASK THE GUARDIAN 
IF HE WOULD ADVISE AMEND· 
MENT OF . THE BY-LAWS IN 
ORDER TO INCLUDE BAHA'IS BE
TWEEN THE AGES OF 15 AND 21. 

uTo recommend to the incoming 
N alional Assembly that they check 
with the four national networks for 
a possibility of obtaining half hour 
free time for a special events broad
cast on the Martyrdom of the Bab." 

VOTED TO ADOPT THIS RE· 
COMMENDATION AND TO TAKE 
STEPS TO REQUEST BAHA'I 
INDIVIDUALS DOING PROFES· 
SIONAL WORK IN THE RADIO 
FIELD TO EXPLORE THE POSSI
WLITIES OF OBTAINING SUCH 
RADIO TIME. 

"That the National Spiritual 
A ssem bly be requested to clarify, if 
necessary through the Guardian t if 
he has not already instructed us, the 
observance of the Naw-Riiz Feast 
and the Nineteen-Day Feast of 
Splendor, from the standpoint of the 
time at which those Feasts should 
be observed." 

VOTED TO REFER THIS QUES· 
TION, ,TO TIlE ,GUARDIAN FOR 
HIS ADVICE AS TO THE APPRO· 
PRIATE TIME FOR THEOBSERV-

BAHA'i NEWS 

ANCE OF THESE BAHA'I FEASTS, 
AS IT IS THE PRACTICE IN MAlI.'Y 
STATES TO OBSERVE BOTH THE 
NINETEEN-DAY FEAST AND THE 
NAW·RUZ FEAST ON THE EVE. 
NING OF MARCH 20. 

,jThat this Convention record its 
deep appreciation of the services of 
Mr. Shaw in carrying forward the 
work of Mr. Bourgeois in completing 
the Temple, a contribution which has 
far exceeded Mr, Shaw's profes
sional obligation under his contract," 

VOTED TO DIRECT TIlE SECRE· 
TARY TO INFORM MR. SHAW OF 
THIS ACTION OF TIlE CONVEN· 
TION. 

UThat the Convention record its 
deep appreciation of the services of 
the members of the Baha'i Technical 
Advisory Board." 

VOTED TO DIRECT THE SEC· 
RETARY TO INFORM MR. MC
DANIEL, MR. MC LAUGHLIN AND 
MR. EARDLEY, THE MEMBERS 
OF THE BAHA'I TECHNICAL AD
VISORY BOARD OF THIS ACTION 
OF THE CONVENTION. 

"That (a) the National Spiritual 
Assem'bly be asked to place before 
all new believers and all believers 
in the cOWltry who have not actually 
been given full WiH and Testament 
the four basic requirements stipu
lated in our general incorporation 
that has been filed with the Govern
ment; and (b) that the Win be 
translated into Spanish and Portu· 
guese for the use of the Latin 
American cOWltries.'· 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT 
EVERY VOTING BAHA'I HAS RE
CEIVED A COpy OF THE FULL 
WILL AND TESTAMENT, THAT 
THE APRIL BAHA'I NEWS CAR
RIED THE INSTRUCTIONS OF 
THE GUARDIAN TIIAT THE FULL 
WILL AND TESTAMENT ARE 
NOW TO BE USED IN THE PREP
ARATION OF NEW BAHA'IS. THE 
SAME ISSUE OF BAHA'I NEWS 
CARRIED ADVICES THAT ADDI
TIONAL COPIES OF THE FULL 
WILL AND TESTAMENT CAN BE 
OBTAINED FROM TIlE PUBLISH· 
ING COMMITTEE. IT IS LIKE
WISE RECORDED THAT THE NA
TIONAL ASSEMBLY HAS ASKED 
THE GUARDIAN IF TIlE FULL 
WILL AND TESTAMENT SHOULD 
BE USED IN THE r..ATIN AMERI
CAN COUNTRIES INPREPARA
TION OF APPLICANTS FOR 
ENROLLMENT. 
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"That the National Assembly be 
asked to publish in Baha'i News 
the requirement for believers that 
they must first of all endeavor to 
establish themselves in relation- to 
the Cause itself as believers, as des
cribed in the booklet which Mr. Kel
sey presented, and that they must 
then align themselves with the great 
task of completing the Baha'i House 
of Worship and to become active Ba
ha'i teachers." 

VOTED TO REQUEST TIlE PRO
GRAMMING COMMITTEE TO 
PREPARE FOR INSERTION IN 
BAHA'I NEWS A SERIES OF 
QUOTATIONS FROM THE TEACH
INGS ON THE SUBJECT OF RE
QUIREMENTS FOR LIVING THE 
BAHA'I LIFE, THE FIRST OF 
WHICH TO BE A QUOTATION 
FROM TIlE TABLET OF EAST 
AND WEST REFERRED TO IN 
THE ABOVE ACTION OF TIlE 
CONVENTION. 

HThat to improve the Convention 
in the future we prepare enough 
copies of the agenda so that every 
BaM'i registered gets an agenda 
at the registration booth," 

VOTED TO ADOPT THIS RE
COMMENDATION. 

uThat the National Spiritual as· 
:!5embly print a statement of author
ity for the use of the noon-day prayer 
during the noon hour instead of pre
cisely at noon." 

VOTED TO REQUEST THE SEC
RETARY TO SUBMIT FOR PUB
LICATION IN BAHA'I NEWS 
ANY INSTRUCTIONS WHICH 
HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM 
rHE GUARDIAN ON THIS QUES. 
TION. 

"That the National Assembly in
clude in the functions of the State 
Convention Committee the providing 
of housing for the representatives to 
the State Conventions," 

VOTED TO PLACE THIS RE· 
COMIIIENDATION ON FILE AND 
TRANSMIT IT TO THE SPECIAL 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY COMMIT
TEE TO PLAN TIlE 1951 STATE 
CONVENTIONS WHEN THIS COM
MITTEE IS APPOINTED. 

"That the National Spiritual As
sembly suggest a procedure of count
ing of ballots at the State Conven
tions that would expedite the work." 

VOTED TO' PLACE THIS RE· 
COMMENDATION ON FILE AND 
TRANSMIT IT TO THE SPECIAL 
NATIONAL SPIRITUALASSEM-
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BLY COMMITTEE TO PLAN THE 
1951 STATE CONVENTIONS WHEN 
TIllS COMMI'ITEE IS APPOINT· 
ed. 

"That the National Spiritual As
sembly publish in Baha'i News at 
least once a quarter a list of memo
rial gifts made, and oftener if possi
ble." 

VOTED TO ADOPT THE PRO· 
POSAL OF PUBUSHING THE UST 
OF PERSONS FOR WHOM MEMO· 
RIAL GIFTS HAVE BEEN MADE, 
IN BAHA'I NEWS, AT LEAST 
EVERY TllREE MONTHS AND 
OFTENER IF POSSmLE. 

VOTED TO INSTRUCT THE 
BAHA'I NEWS COMMITTEE TO 
MAKE THIS EFFECTIVE. 

"That the following question be reo 
ferred to the National Spiritual As· 
sembly for an answer from the 
Guardian if not already covered: 
Whether Baha'i children should be 
encouraged to attend Sunday Schools 
and training classes sponsored by 
other religious faiths, and a clari
fica tion should be made between oc· 
casional visits to many such classes 
and regular attendance at any ene 
of them. u 

VOTED TO REQUEST TIlE 
CHILD EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
TO MAKE A COMPILATION OF 
ANY UTTERANCES OF 'ABDU'L· 
BAllA OR INSTRUCTIONS OF 
TIlE GUARDIAN WIIICH MAY BE 
IN EXISTENCE ON THE TWO 
POINTS COVERED IN THIS AC· 
TION OF TIlE CONVENTION, THE 
COMMITTEE IS ASKED TO SUB· 
MIT THIS REPORT TO THE NA· 
TIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
BY THE MEETING OF JULY IF 
POSSIBLE. 

"That the Convention Arrange
ments Committee provide facilities 
for care of children whose parents 
wish to attend sessions of the Con· 
vention." . 

VOTED TO FILE TIllS RECOM· 
MENDATION WITH TIlE MATE· 
RIAL WIIICH WILL BE TURNED 
OVER TO TIlE COMMITTEE 
WIIICH THE NATIONAL ASSEM· 
BLY WILL APPOINT TO PLAN 
TIlE 1951 ANNUAL CONVENTION. 

"That some way be found to codify 
adequa~ Baha'i material into a 
primer for child education for chilo 
dren of various age groups." 

VOTED TO ADOPT THIS RE. 
COMMENDATION. 

VOTED TO REQUEST THE 
CHILD EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

JUNE, ]950 

TO SUBMIT A RECOMMENDA· 
TION TO THE NATIONAL SPIRIT· 
UAL ASSEMBLY ON THE FEASI· 
BILITY OF PREPARING SUCH A 
PRIMER. IT IS TO' BE SUG· 
GESTED TO TIlE COMMITTEE 
THAT IF IT CAN RECOMMEND 
ANY INDIVIDUAL OR INDIVIDU· 
ALS WHO ARE PARTICULARLY 
QUALIFIED TO PREPARE SUCH 
A PRIMER TIlE NATIONAL AS
SEMBLY WOULD WELCOME 
SUCH RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
ADDITIONS TO THE COMMITTEE 
MEMBERSfflP. 

"That the National Spiritual As· 
sembly investigate the possibility of 
establishing an East and West Com· 
mittee to promote the solidarity of 
the Cause and exchange mutually 
beneficial information.' t 

VOTED TO RECORD THE FOL
LOWING VIEW OF THE NATION· 
AL'ASSEMBLY: THAT SINCE THE 
CONTACTS WIIICH THE NATION· 
AL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY NOW 
HAS WIm OTIlER NATIONAL 
SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES AND 
BAHA'I COMMUNITIES IN mE 
NEAR EAST AND ORIENT ARE 
BEING CARRIED FORWARD UN· 
DER THE SPECIFIC INSTRUC· 
TIONS OF TIlE GUARDIAN, IT IS 
THE FEELING OF THE NATION· 
AL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY THAT 
IT WOULD BE INOPPORTUNE 
AND INADVISABLE AT THIS TIME 
TO APPOINT SUCH A COMMIT· 
TEE. 

"To recommend to the incoming 
National Spiritual Assembly that a 
summary be made available in 
Baha'i News of the suggested distri
bution of estates by Baha'is accord4 

ing to the laws of Baha'u'Uah and 
to check this point with the Guardian 
to see if he wishes to have it em· 
phasized or dramatized at this time.' 

VOTED TO DIRECT THE SEC· 
RETARY TO SUBMIT TO THE NA· 
TIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY A 
COMPILATION OF ALL REFER· 
ENCES IN THE TEACHINGS TO 
THIS SUBJECT, INCLUDING ANY 
SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS OF THE 
GUARDIAN AS TO WHETHER 
THIS SYSTEM OF DISTRmUTION 
OF ESTATES IS TO BE MADE EF· 
FECTIVE BY BAHA'IS AT THE 
PRESENT TIME. 

"That the National Spiritual As· 
sembly, in drawi.n.g up the agenda 
for next year's Convention, include 
a period at the close of each day in 
the agenda whicb would provide an 

opportunity for discussion of points 
which have had to be deferred. It 

VOTED TO REFER TfflS RE. 
COMMENDATION TO TIlE COM. 
MITTEE WIIICH THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY WILL APPOINT TO 
PREPARE mE AGENDA FOR 
THE 1951 ANNUAL CONVENTION. 

"That the incoming National 
Spiritual Assembly or Public Rela
tions Committee reply to the Chi
cago University ROWld Table discus
sion of April 15, 1950 on the subj ect 
"One Philosophy for One World, U 

with a statement of the Baha'i 
teachings on the rna tter. 

VOTED TO REFER THIS RE· 
COMMENDATION TO THE PUBUC 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE WITH 
INSTRUCTIONS TO MAKE SUCH 
A REPLY. 

"Bring to the attention of the 
incoming National Spiritual Assem· 
bly for action: the creator of the 
United Nations flag has offered to 
decorate the Foundation Hall of the 
Temple with the flags of all na tians, 
including the honor flag of the UN, 
for any important event for which 
these flags might be appropriate." 

VOTED TO RECORD THE VIEW 
OF THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY THAT SINCE TIlE 
TEMPLE STRUCTURE IS USED 
SOLELY FOR PURPOSES OF 
BAHA'I WORSHIP AND PROCLA· 
MATION OF THE BAHA'I TEACH· 
INGS, IT WOULD BE INAPPRO· 
PRIATE TO DECORATE ANY 
PART OF THE TEMPLE ~ 
FLAGS OF INDIVIDUAL NATIONS 
OR EVEN OF TIlE UN. THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WILL, 
HOWEVER, ACKNOWLEDGE THIS 
OFFER WIm DEEP APPRECIA
TION AND A CAREFUL EXPLAN· 
ATION OF TIlE REASONS WIlY IT 
CANNOT BE ACCEPTED. 

"That the National Spiritual As· 
sembly have a Baha'i World Faith 
booth at the Freedom Fair in Wash· 
ington, D. C., commemorating the 
150th anniversary of Washington as 
the capital, and that they aid the 
Washington, D. C. community to get 
the necessary material to put thif 
project across in a successful Baha'j 
fashion." 

VOTED TO APPROVE THI~ 
RECOMMENDATION AND TO RE, 
QUEST TIlE WASHINGTON D. C 
LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY T(] 

MAKE A THOROUGH INVESTIGA 
TION OF THE SPECIFIC CONnI 
TIONS 'AND COSTS OF SUCH A 



PROJECT AND REPORT BACK 
TO THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY. IT IS THE VIEW OF 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY THAT 
TmS OPPORTUNITY SHOULD BE 
TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF PRO
VIDED THAT IT DOES NOT IN· 
VOLVE A SUBSTANTIAL COST TO 
THE NATIONAL OR LOCAL 
FUNDS. 

"'That the Convention go on record 
as approving the type of agenda 
presented as a suggestion to the 
Conv.:ention by the National Assem
bly this year, and that it recommend 
to the National Assembly that a 
similar type of agenda be suggested 
for the next annual Convention, with 
even more free time if possible. 

VOTED TO APPROVE rIDS RE· 
COMMENDATION AND TO REFER 
IT TO TIlE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
WHICH WILL BE APPOINTED 
TO PREPARE THE SUGGESTED 
AGENDA FOR THE 11151 ANNUAL 
CONVENTION. 

uThat all national Baha7 i Commit
tees be published in our directory." 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT THIS 
IS TIlE POLICY OF TIlE NA· 
TIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
AND WE REGRET IF ANY NA· 
TIONAL COMMITTEES WERE 
OVERLOOKED IN THE LISTING 
OF COMMITTEES IN THE D1REC· 
TORY OF LAST YEAR. 

Baha'i News Mailing 
Baha'i News is mailed from the 

National Baha'i Office, 536 Sheridan 
Rd., Wilmette, TIl., and not from the 
editorial office; therefore, please re
port changes of address and other 
matters pertaining to distribution to 
the National Baha'i office. 

In addition to each individual be
liever receiving his copy by direct 
mail, each Assembly Secretary will 
receive a copy to file for the Assem
bly. 

If there is more than one believer 
in your family but one copy is suf
ficient. please notify the National 
Baha:i office, listing the members of 
your family and indicating the one 
to whom it should be addressed. We 
prefer not to address it to "Mr. & 
Mrs." as this upsets our filing sys
tem which is used for other pur
poses besides maili.ng Baha'i News. 

BAHA'I NEWS CONNOT BE FOR
WARDED, so if you are going on a 
vacation or going to be a way for a 
timet request the one taking care of 
your mail to either hold it until you 
return or to re-address it and re
stamp it. 

BAHA'i NEWS 15 

Members of the five Area. NTC's gathered for the Teaching Institute in Wilmeti;e, 
Feb. J!2..25, 1950. 

Publishing Announcement 
"The following errors in Prescri p

tion For Living have been called to 
our attention by the publishers, who 
wish to apologize for them. Errata 
slips are available should they be 
required, and the errors will be cor
rected in subsequent editions of the 
book. 
Page 126. 2nd line and 4th line from 
bottom: for 27 read 25 

Page 132. 3rd line, last paragraph: 
for 27 read 25 

Page 157. 7th line, sentence begin
ni1"lg "He was born . . ." should 
read: He was born, in 1817, into the 
family of an official, serving in a 
high position the Governor of the 
captial city. Teheran. 

Page 158. 5th line for 29 read 27." 

In Honolulu four of the beUevers are 
serviceD1en. Shown at the Balli'i Center, 
I. to r., Cayt. 301m B. CGrneU (army), 
petty officer L. W. ThODlSOb (navy). Sgt. 
RoJlis H. EstiU (air force). Pic. WaHer 

R. Wootten. (marines). 

Eskimo dancers from King IsI.aDd. Alaska, eolertained. at dinner by AnchOl"age 
B.a.ha'is during annual Fur Rendevous. Feb. 20-25, 1950. 
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Memorial Gifts 
for the Month of April, 1950 

A. Alvina Ayers, Orley G. Ayers, Wm. 
Henry Ayers. 

B... Parents of Mrs. Eolah Bartley 1 

Charlotte Barrick. W. W. Barrick, Mar
garet Beinecke, Joseph G. Bray_ 

C. Crowell Eddy Carpenter, Mrs. Hen
rietta Corrodi. 

D. Mary niue, Mary M. Davis, Stella 
Clement Dewart, Edwin John Paul 
Dwel1y. 

E. Mrs. Cartherine Engelder, Clifford 
A Esinhart, Hartley L. Esinhart. 

F. Dayna Farrand, Mabel Freeman, 
William A. Fricke. 

G. J. W. Gitt, Mrs. Emma Goodale. 
B. Grace Sterling Holsapple. 
.J. Stella Barrick Jochrnus, Martha Bell 

Johnson. 
K. Edward M. Kuhnle, Prof. Jakob 

Kunz. 
L. Mrs. Byron Lane, George Orr Lat

imer. Grace P. Lunt. 
M. Mary B. Martin, Rev. & Mrs. 

Frank McNamer, Mary Magdalena 
Mogg. 

P. Albert C. Pabst, Louisa Peatman 
Pabst. 

R. N. Gambetta RO-ldan. 
S. Euclid G. Simpson. Leonora G. Ster-

ling. 
T. Anna Lana Thrum. 
V. Lucille Van Meer. 
W. Evelyn Wats::m, Maria Wendler, 

Frank Nelson Wilkin. Minnie 'Claggett 
Wilkin. 

y ~ Eliza beth YOlL"l.g. 

NSA Meetings Schedule 
APRIL 29, 30, 1950 

MAY 1,2 
MAY 19, 20, 21 
JUNE 9, 10, 11 

JULY 7,8,9 

Enrollments 
Enrollments reported by 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 

ARK., Little Rock 1; CALIF., :Beverly 
Hills 1; Escondido 1; Inglewood 1; Los 
Angeles 1; Monrovia 4; Sacramento 1; 
Santa Monica 1; CONN., HartfQrd 1; 
IDAHO, Boise 1; ILL., Chicago 1; Ev· 
anston 1; Winnetka 1; KAN., Topeka 1; 
MAINE, Portland 1; MICH., Grand Rap· 
ids 1; MO., St. Louis 3; N.H., Ports· 
mouth 1; N.C., Greensboro 1; OHIO, 
Cleveland 2; Mansfield 1 ; Toled:o 1; 
TEXAS, Dallas 1 ; VA., AlexandrIa 1; 
WASH., Seattle 2; WIS., Whitefish Bay 1; 
YOUTH L 
En",UmeDJs reported. by 
Recional Teaching Committees: 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

West N.Y. 1 
So~ N.Y., Conn. 1 
New Jer;;ey 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
Kan" "Mo., Nebr. 1 
Ill., Iowa 1 Youth 

WESTERN . STATES 
New Mexico 1 
No. Calif., Nev. 4 

TOTALS: 
42 Adults 
2 Youth 

JUNE, 1950 

Contributions from Assemblies 
for the Month of April, 1950 

Alaska - .A:nchorage. Arizona. - North 
Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson. Arkallsas
Eureka Springs, Little Rock. California
Alhambra, Berkeley, Beverly Hills. Bur
bank, Carmel, Geyserville, El Monte 
T"I,."YJ)., Escondido Twp .• Fresno, Glendale, 
Glendale Twp., Inglewood, Long Beach, 
Los Angeles, Monrovia, Oakland, Ocean
side, Palo Alto, Pasadena, Sacramento, 
San Bernardino, San Diego, San Fran
cisco, San Mateoy Santa Barbara, Santa 
Monica. South Gate. 

Colorado - Colorado Springs, Denver. 
CODlleCticui-Greenwich, Hartford, ~f!w 
Haven, Dela.ware-Wilmington. Disi. of 
Columbia - Washington. F10rida -Jack
sonville, Miami. Georgia.--AUanta, Au
gusta. Ha.waii-HonoluIu, MauL Idabo-
Ada County, Boise. nIinois - Batavia, 
Champaign, Chicago, Danville, Elmhurst, 
Evanston, Maywood, Oak Park, Peoria, 
Phoenix (HarveY)t Sprin.gfi.eld, Urbana. 
Waukegan, Wilmette, Winnetka, 

Indiana - Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend. IO'Wa--Cedar Ra?ids, Water
loo. Kansas - Topeka. Louisia..Da - New 
Orleans. Maine-Eliot. Portland. Massa
chusetts - Beverlv, Boston, Brookline. 
Springfield. Worcester, Mlchigan - Ann 
Arbor, Detroit, Flint, Grand Rapids, 
LanSing, Muskegon, Roseville, MlnDe-
sota-Duluth, Minneapolis, St. Paul. 

Mississippi-J ackson. Missouri-Inde
pendence, Kansas City, St. Louis. Mon.
tana-Butte, Helena, Great Falls. Ne
braska-Macy. Omaha. New Hampshirl!-
Portsmouth. New Jersey-Dumont, East 
Orane:e, EngleWood. Jersey City. New
ark, Ridgewood. Teaneck. New Mexico-
Albuquerque. New York - Binghamton, 
Buffalo, Geneva, Jamestown, New York, 
Rochester, Syracuse, Waterloo, Yonkers. 

North Dak:ota.-Fargo. Obio--Cincin
nati, Cleveland, E. Cleveland, Dayton, 
Columbus, Lima, Mansfield, Toledo. 
Oklahoma. - Oklahoma City. 4)Tegon
Portland. Pennsylvania - Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. Scranton. West Chester. 
Rhode Island-Providence. South Caro
lina.--Greenville, Columbia. Soutb Da.
kota-Sioux Falls. Tennessee-Memphis, 
Nashville. 

Texas-Houston, San Antonio, U&a.h
Salt Lake City. Vermont-BratUeboro. 
VirgiDia-Alexandria, Arlington. Wash
ington-Kirkland, Marysville, Richmond 
Highlands, Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma. 
West Virginia - Charleston. WISconsin

'Kenosha, Madison, Milwaukee, Racine, 
Shorewood, Somers Twp., Wauwatosa. 
Wyonring-Laramie. 
Number of Assemblies .......... ,174 
Assemblies contributing .......... 156 
Not contributing ...... . .. 18 
Groups contributing . .. . .. . . . . . 4.'5 
Individuals contributing .............. 139 
Special contributions: 

B'lha'is of Citv of Adelaide, S.A. and 
Baha'i youth of Milwaukee, 

Calendar 
NSA Meeting: July 7, 8, 9 
t\.nniversarics: July 9, C:entenary of 

the Martyrdom of the Bab. Ob
serve at noon, suspend work. 

IS-Day Feasts: 
.Tuly l3-KaIimat-Words 

Baha'i News is published. by &be 
National Spiritual Assembly 01 u.e 
BaIU.'is of the United Stales as the 
official news·letter ot the Baha'i 
CommllDity. 

Edited roJ' tbe NaUenal Spiritual 
Assembly by Baha'j News Editor
ial CommJUee: Mrs. .Roberta 
ChrisIIaD, chairman, Mr, BIchanI 
Nolen, Mr. GGrdon A. Fraser, 
Editorial o.fll.ce: Mrs. Roberta. 
Christian, lott West Geaesee St.. 
Lansing, Micb. 

Please report. chaJLcea 0' address 
and other matters pertaiDiDc to 
distribution to the Bahi'j J(aUoaaJ 
OffIce. 536 SberidaD Road. WIJ. 
meUe, lJl1Dols. 

CONTENTS 
Guardian 

Approves Permanent Wall treatment 9 
<!:onvention Cable . . . . . . . . . I 
Cabled response to delegates 2 
Divine Guidance ............... . 8 
Message on immediate needs 2 

Assembly Meetings fur Members Only 7 
Baha'i Addresses 8 
Baha'i News Mailing...... 15, 
BaM'i World questions ..... 9 
Calendar .................... . 
Centenary of Martyrdom of the Bah. 
Centenary Pamphlet .. 
Contributions from Assemblies .... ' 

Convention 

16 
2 
5 

16 

Convention Report-1950 ......... 3 
Message sent to Guardian ........ ' 2 
Teaching Suggestions of Delegates.. 8 

Cooperation with Baha'is in the 
Philippines .... 10 

Enrollments ... 16 
Inter-America News 10 
Memorial Gifts, April, 1950 J6 
Memoriam ......... 11 
Messages between National BaM'i 

Communities "The Golden Chain" . . 5 
National Assembly Message 

"We Are Mid·way" 5 
NSA Actions on Convention 

Recommendations 11 
NSA Election ......... 3 
NSA Expresses Appreciation ....... ,. 7 
NSA Meeting Schedule .... . ....... ' 16 

Pictures 
Area NTC's at Teaching 

Institute ............. , . lS 
Baha'is entering Temple. ........ J. 
Delegates, visitors at Convention 3 
Eskimos Entertained in Anchorage 15 
Four Honolulu believers IS 
Interior Ornamentation as viewed 

at Convention ................... 9 
Publishing Announcement ........... IS 
Temple Guides Needed , ............. 11 
Treasurer's Message 

"Solidarity in Sacrifice" ,.......... 5 



NEWS 
NO. 233 JULY, 1950 YEAR 10'7 BAHA'I ERA 

The Guardian's Cable to the 
British Bahit'i Convention, 1950 

Shrine Progress 
Announce to friends (that) 

centra] panel (of) north facade, 
adorned with green mosaic 
(with) gilded Greatest Name, 
(the) fairest gem set (in) crown 
(of) arcade (of) Shrine, clearly 
visible from city by day, flood
lit by night, (is) now in position. 

"Heart flooded (with) joy (at the) 
striking evidence (of the) bountiful 
grace (of) Baha'u'llith, enabling (the) 
valorous, dearly loved Baha'i Com
munity (of the) British Isles (to) tri
umphantly conclude (their) first his
toric Plan (at the) half-century (of) 
British Baha'i history. Herald, Auth
or (of) Faith, Centre (of) Covenant, 
(the) Concourse on High acclaim 
(the) superb collective achieve
ment, immortalising (the) opening 
decade (of the) second Baha'i Cen
tury (in the) unprecedented history 
(of the) Faith (in the) British Isles. 
Unrivalled (by the) annals (of) any 
Baha'i Community (on the) Europe
an Continent, unparallelled (in the) 
percentage (of) members (of) com
munity responding (to the) pioneer 
call throughout (the) Baha'i world 
since (the) termination (of the) 
Apostolic Age (of the) Baha'i Dis
pensation. Historic pledge (of the) 
British Baha'i Commuoity (is) nobly 
redeemed. Tribute (to the) memory 
(of the) Martyr Prophet (of the) 
Faith (is) worthily paid. Spiritual 
potentialities (to) prosecute (the) 
subsequent stage (of the) unfolding 
mission (are) fully acquired. Tri
umphant Community (is) now stand
ing (at the) threshold, catching 
(the) fir,,! glimpse (of the) still dim
ly outlined future enterprises avera 
seas. 

"(The) hour (is) propitious (for) 
galvanized, firmly knit body (of) be
lievers (to) brace itself (to) embark, 
after one year respite, (on) yet an
other historic Wldertaking marking 
(the) formal inauguration (of the) 
Two Year Plan constituting (the) 
prelude (to the) initiation (of the) 
systematic campaign designed (to) 
carry (the) torch (of the) Faith (to) 
territories (of the) Dark Continent 
whose northern (and) southern 
rringes were successively illuminated 
(in the) course (of the) ministries 
(of) Baha'u'llah (and) 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
(The) hour (has) struck (to) under-

take (the) preliminary steps (to) 
implant (the) banner (of the) Faith 
amidst African tribes mentioned in 
the Tablet (of the) Centre (of the) 
Covenant signalising (the) associa
tion (of the) victorious British Baha'i 
Community with (her) sister Com
munities (in the) United States (and) 
Egypt, designed (to) lay (the) struc-' 
tural basis (of) Baha~i Administra
tive Order (on a) scale comparable 
(to tho) foundation already estab
lished (in) North (and) South Ameri
cant European (and) Australian con
tinents. (The) projected Plan itself 
(is a) prelude (to the) double task 
to be undertaken (in the) course (of) 
future Plans destined (to) simulta
neously broaden (the) base (of) oper
ations (on the) home front and pros
ecute (the) systematic campaign (in 
the) dependencies (of the) British 
Isles. 

"(The) first objective (of the) Two 
Year Plan (is the) consolidation (of 
the) nineteen assemblies painstak
ingly established (in) England, Scot
land, Wales, North Ireland (and) 
Eire. Second objective (is the) for
mation (of a) nuclei (in) three (of 
the) dependencies (of the) British 
Crown, either (in) East (or) West 
Africa. (The) third objective (is the) 
translation, publication, (and) dis
semination (of) Baha'i literature 

Three eorner panels bearing 
symbol (of) ringstone erected, 
presaging completion (of) both 
parapet (and) arcade (on the) 
occasion (of) approaching Ceoa 
tenary (of) martyrdom (of) 
Blessed Bab. 

(signed) SHOGm 
(Received ;rune 17, 1950.) 

through (the) Publishing Trust (in) 
three African languages (in) addi
ti on (to the) three already under
t,.ken (in the) course (of the) first 
Plan. 

"Successful prosecution (of the) 
contemplated Plan will pave (the) 
way (for) large-scale operations cal
cula ted (to) lay (the) foundation (of 
the) promised Kingdom (on) Earth 
through (the) establishment (of 
the) Administrative Order, infinitea 

ly more glorious (than the) Empire 
built (by the) rulers (of the) British 
Isles throughout that continent, and 
will enable (the) British Bahit'i Com
munity (to) share honour (with) sis
ter Community across (the) Atlantic 

EMERGENCY 
"PROMPT DESPATCH SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER COMPETENT 

PIONEERS, EMERGENCY EXISTING CENTRAL, SOUTH AMER. 
ICA. tt This is our Guardian's latest appeal! 

Can you answer this Call for Emergency Service to the Faith? 
Do you speak Spanish, French, or Portuguese? 

Write to. the Inter-America Committee at once and hear about their 
plans, prospects, and new training course for pioneers. 

PRAY-SACRIFICE-ARISE to play your part in the "glorious 
consummation ... formation projected twin National Assemblies Latin 
America. ,~ 

Inter-America Committee 
Mary Binda, Sec., 112 Linden Ave .. Wilmette, TIL 
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On) prosecuting successfully t\,,ro 
successive Plans, (thus) registering 
(a) double victory (and) laying (a) 
!.\\·ice repeated sacrifice (on the) al
t.ar (of the) Faith (in) anticipation 
(of the) approaching celebrations 
commemorating (the) Centenary (of 
the) birth (of) Baha'u'llilh's Pro
phetic :::\iission. (1 am) contributing 
one thousand pounds (as the) first 
contribution (toward the) further
ance (of this) noble purpose," 

-SHOGm 

On Criticism 
(The following is an excerpt from a 
letter to an individual believer re
ceived from the Guardian. through 
his secretary, dated December 18th 
1949, from Australian Baha'i News.) 

". . . Vicious criticism is indeed a 
calamity. But its root is lack of 
faith in the system of Baha'u'IIa.h, 
i.e., the Administrative Order-and 
lack of obedience to Him-for He has 
forbidden it! If the Baha'is would 
follow the Baha'i laws in voting, in 
eJecting, in serving and in abiding 
by Assernbly decisions, all this waste 
of strength through criticising others 
could be diverted into cooperation 
and achieving the Plan ... " 

Schedule of NSA Meetings 
1950-1951 

April 30, May I, 2 
May 19, 20, 21 
June 9, 10, 11 
July 7, 8, 9, 10 
September I, 2, 3, 4 
October 20, 21, 22 
December 1, 2, 3 
January 12, 13, 14 
February 22, 23, 24, 25 
March 30, 31, April 1 

Building The Temple 
A novel and resu}t·prQduc;:ipg 

means of raising money for the Tem
ple interior work was started by a 
special committee of the :Miami, Fla. 
community. A beil-sbaped bank was 
brought to Feasts and placed in front 
of an outline drawing of the Temple 
beneath the words, "Temple Dimes." 
The friends dropped their dimes in 
the bank and afterward the commit
tee s tuck them on the outline 50 tha t 
at later meetings, graphic evidence 
of a swelling fund was sho,,""Il. With 
each filling of the drawing the money 
is sent to the Temple Fund and the 
Temple is now being built for the 
third time. 
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Unexcelled Victorv 
Won By British Baha'is 

One of the most dramatic events 
in Baha'i history \vas unfolded in the 
year 1949-1950 by the believers in the 
British Isles. 

In the final year of their Six·year 
Plan. they faced the grim task of 
completing sixty percent of their 
goal. Nothing less than a miracle 
was required to bring about a total 
vlctory. 

By turning to the Guardjan for 
guidance, by the zeal with which 
every believer faced this problem, 
by their singleness of purpose and 
complete dedication, their goal \vas 
won. 

The Teaching Conference held De
cember 31, 1949 and January 1, 1950, 
'",'as the crucial turning point to· 
wards ultimate success. An excerpt 
from the Guardian's cable to that 
Conference read: "Entreat once 
again all believers, young and old, 
men and women, native born and 
visitors from overseas, newly en
rolled and veterans brace them
selves." Ninety·eight believers at· 
tended this meeting, representing all 
organized communities and groups. 
With but seven and a half weeks to 
go, every participant in the Confer
ence pledged himself to carry with 
him at all times the marvelous spirit 
of the Conference and endea var to 
share this with all those who had not 
been privileged to attend. 

By the middle of March the N a
tional Teaching Committee was 
meeting at the rate of fourteen times 
in twenty days, which included three 
days of ten consecutive hours each. 
Even then it was impossible to deal 
with everything on the agenda. From 
this time onward to the end of the 
Plan, there was no respite. Cam
paigns were soon under way in all 
the goal cities. 

DuriIig the final seven and a half 
weeks, progress towards completion 
of the objectives became so accel
erated that the N.T.C. sent out week
ly bulletins to every individual Ba
hit 'j to keep them posted as to the 
progress of their goals. Forty·six be
lievers offered themselves and were 
accepted as pioneer settlers. 

There is not space here 'to give the 
details of these thrilling happenings. 
They can be summed up in the final 
paragraph of the N.T.C. report: "All 
the pioneers moved to their posts as 
soon as could be arranged and all 
were present for the Rig van meet
ings in the twenty-four Assemblies." 

\Vith their goals safely won they 
were rewarded by this message from 
the Guardian: "Overjoyed, deeply 
grateful, immensely proud of the sig. 
nal victory achieved by the Baha'i 
Community of the British Isles shed
ding luster on the opening years of 
the second Baha'i century." 

The believers in the U.S. can find 
much to emulate in the pattern of 
self-sacrifice and devotion \\'hich our 
B.ritish brothers have set. They have 
clearly demonstrated that miracles, 
in the sight of Bah,,'u'llilh are the 
result of our complete faith, courage 
and dedication to our appointed 
tasks. 

''The Final Phase 
of the Struggle" 

Beloved Baha'i Friends: 
The ever-vigilant, ever-firm and 

ever-loving Guardian has in his mes. 
sage cabled to the 1950 National Con
vention, balanced the noble achieve
ments of the Baha'i World Commu. 
nity with the urgent summons ad
dressed to the American believers 
calling them to fulfill their mission 
under the second Seven Year Plan. 

He said: "First stage (of) auster
ity period resolutely embarked up
on, successfully traversed." 

He then, as the climax of this 
ardently-awaited annual message? 
added these words: uResolution no 
less grim, self-abnegation no less 
heroic, solidarity in sacrifice no less 
striking, must needs distinguish the 
final phase (of the) stern struggle 
still facing (the) dauntless, high
minded, Spartan-souled American 
Baha'i Community ... " 

On what front is this stern struggle 
now to be waged? 

"To liquidate (the) deficit in the 
General Fund, marring (the) other
wise spotless record (of) collective 
achievement, as well as (to) provide 
financial support imperatively re
quired (to) meet, through prompt 
dispatch (of) substantial number 
(of) competent pioneers, (the) emer
gency existing (in) Central (and) 
South America, thereby insuring 
(the) glorious consummation (of the) 
thirteen-year-old enterprise through 
(the) formation (0£ the) projected 
twin National Assemblies (in) Latin 
America." 

The friends are requested to note 
the Guardian t s description of our 
deficit as a condition "marring (the) 
otherwise spotless record" of our 
collective achievement. Ours, there
fore, is not merely to perform a 



certain task but the far deeper obli
:gation to clear our record as a na
tional Baha'i Community of a blem
ish which causes our Guardian real 
concern. 

(The National Treasurer is report
ing the condition of the Fund else
where in this issue). 

Moreover, the amount of the defi
cit represents funds direly needed 
to intensify the work required to pre
pare the Baha'is of Central and South 
America for the establishment of 
their respective National Spiritual 
Assemblies in 1951. There are more 
pioneers to send; more books and 
pamphlets to translate and publish 
in Spanish and "Portuguese: more 
local and regional teaching projects 
by Latin American believers to sus
tain. At present the Baha'i World 
Community includes nine National 
Spiritual Assemblies. By this time 
next year there are to be eleven-a 
most impressive extension of the 
foundations of the new World Order 
of Baha'u'llilh. 

The Bahil'js of East and West, 
sobered and steeled as they cele
brate the Centenary of the Martyr
dom of the Bab, move swiftly to
ward the majestic iubilee marking 
the Centenary of Bahit'u'll.ih's mys
tical experience in Siyah-CMI dur
ing 1853. For this we construct the 
House of Worship; for this we extend 
and consolidate the American Baha'i 
Community; for this we establish 
the Faith in all the countries of 
Central and South America; for this 
we raise up strong new Assemblies 
throughout Western Europe. 

An austerity period? Yes! How 
otherwise save by "resolution no less 
grim, self-abnegation no less heroic, 
solidarity in sacrifice no less strik
ing," can we be worthy to partici
pate in the Divine Plan for the re
demption of a stricken world. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL AsSEMBLY 

Notice 
The National Spiritual As

sem bly regrets very much in
deed to inform the believers 
that it has been necessary to re
move the name of Mr. James 
Overbeck from the list of voting 
Baha'is in· the United States. 
This action cancels his Baha'i 
credentials. 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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Our Victory Fund 
Dearly Beloved Friends: 

This is the year of Crisis! This is 
the year of Devotion! This is the 
year of Victory: 

In his message to the Convention, 
the beloved Guardian directed our 
specific attention to two very criti
cal conditions in the onrushing tide 
of the second seven year plan: first, 
"the emergency existing in Central 
ar~d South America," and "of our re
sponsibility to "provide financial 
support imperatively required" to 
permit formulation of two National 
Spiritual Assemblies in the Latin 
American field; and, second, our 
obligation to "liquidate the defiCit 
in the Geoeral Fund, marring the 
otherwise spotless record of collec
tive achievement" of the American 
Baha'i Community. 

The major considerations before 
the National Assembly therefore, 
since the Convention, has been the 
formulation of plans to gain the 
goals set by the Guardian for this 
year. 

After lengthy consultations with 
the Inter-America Committee, the 
budget for our Latin American work 
was set at $50,000.00. It was felt this 
amount would permit the work to 
go forward and crown this unique 
spiritual campaign with the glory of 
two new pillars of the Universal 
House of Justice, (two new National 
Spiritual Assemblies). 

The General Budget for the Baha'i 
year 1950·51 has thus been set at 
$187,500.00. This contemplates the 
same austerity in all our operations 
as existed in the first year of our 
austerity period; but with no lessen
ing, as the Guardian requested, in 
the momentum of the work in the 
other specific tasks of the plan, in
cluding teaching in Europe and 
America. 

The deficit to which the Guardian 
referred, as marring our otherwise 
spotless record, amounts to $51,-
345.00 - less, we are happy to be 
able to tell you than was estimated, 
at Convention time. This amount in
cludes $10,000.00 needed to publish 
Balui'i World Vol. X. 

Combining the General Budget of 
$187,500. with the Deficit of $51,345. 
we have a total re"quirement of 
$238,845. which we must contribute 
this year of crisis to achieve VIC
TORY - in addition, of course, to 
the payment of all Resolves for the 

Temple Interior Construction Fund. 
The National Assembly has desig

nated this fund of $238,845, as the 
VICTORY FUND. 

If we meet it, and meet it we 
must; we will have achieved our 
goals from a financial standpoint; 
and will have removed the mar from 
our spotless record. 

The banner of the F ai th is being 
raised to ever new heights by the 
American Bahatis. Surely, we can
not, and will not, permit anything to 
long stain the brilliance of its glory. 

In order that each of us may un
derstand the part we must individu
ally play in this great undertaking, 
the National Assembly wishes to 
point out that the contributions to 
the General Fund last year were 
$119,544. Thus our VICTORY FUND, 
i:::: almost double that amount. This 
means that each individual con
tributing to the VICTORY FUND, 
must double the amount he contrib
uted to the General Fund last year; 
- and each Assembly and Group, 
in sending their contributions to the 
VICTORY FUND, must double the 
amount sent to the National Treas
urer for the General Fund last year. 

This is the year of crisis, during 
which we have the supreme bless
ing, to vindicate the suffering, the 
martyrdom~ of our beloved Bab, in 
this year of the centenary of those 
d ark days 100 years ago. By our 
united resolution, our unified self
abnegation, our solidarity in sacri
fice for another year t will we meet 
the spiritual grace of these days. 
When we gather under the com
pleted Dome of the House of Wor
ship next year, it must be in com
plete VICTORY. 

-NATIONAL TREAStJ'Rm: 

IMPORTANT! ! 
The Friends are urgently re

quested to make all checks, drafts, 
or money orders, paya bIe to the 

"National Baha'i Fund" 
when making remittances to the Na
tional Treasury. Checks, etc. should 
not be made payable to the Treas
urer. 

Contributions intended for other 
th an the Victory Fund, should be 
accompanied by a note, stating for 
what purpose the contribution is 
made; i.e. "Resolve Payment", 
etc. 

-NATIONAL TREASURER 
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Status of Temple 
Interior Construction Fund 

as of May 31, 1950 
Important ! ! 

Temple Interior Construction Fund. 
as of May 31, 1950 

Estimated Cost 
of Construction .......... $860.000. 

Paid as of . 
May 31, 1950 .......... 365,168. 

Amount still to 
be paid .................. 494,832. 

Cash on hand 
May 31, 1950 ............ 397,538. 

Amount still to be raised 
from Resolves ....... . 

Unpaid Resolves .......... . 
97,294. 
95,234. 

Thc Bahit'i Holy Days 
Since August, 1941, two statements 

by Shoghi Effendi have been pub
lished in Bahci'i News on the impor
tance .Jf observing the Baha'i Holy 
Days. Prior to these statements the 
matter was brought to our attention 
in the Guardian's explanation of the 
Baha 'j Calendar which has been pub
lished on the calendar card annually 
for a number of years. 

In August, 1947 the NSA published 
the Guardian's directive as written 
through his secretary in a letter 
dated July 7 of that year:-

"He wishes also to stress the fact 
that, according to our Baha'i laws, 
work is forbidden on our nine Holy 
Days. Believers who have independ
ent businesses or shops should re
frain from working on these days. 
Those who are in government em
ploy should t on religious grounds, 
make an effort to be excused from 
work; all believers. whosoever their 
employers. should do likewise. If 
the government or other employers 
refuse to gr.ant them these days off, 
they are not required to forfeit their 
employment, but they should make 
every effort to have the independent 
status of their Faith recognized and 
their right to hold their own religious 
Holy Days acknowledged." 

In Baha'i News for May, 1948, the 
Guardian gave further emphasis to 
these laws:-

"He wishes the Baha'is to press 
for recognition of their right to ob
serve their own Holy Days, and to 
observe them whenever possible in 
strict accordance with our teach· 
ings." 

FinaJly, in September, 1948 Bahci~i 
News the NSA republished the 1947 
statement with comment. The As· 
sembly stressed the importance of 
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Progress of Temple iDterior ornamentation as of June '1. 1950. 

applying the law to attendance of 
Baha'i youth in schools. "In this con· 
nection the NSA wishes to advise 
the friends that no national action 
can be taken to bring about a recog
nition of the Holy Days by public 
schools, thus enabling Baha'i youth 
to remain absent from school on 
these days. Public schools have more 
or less local jurisdiction in these 
matters, and therefore the parents, 
with such help and advice as the 
local Assembly can give, should ap
proach the officials of the school 
where their children are enrolled," 

Since it has seemed advisable to 
review this record, already clearly 
set forth in the Guardian's ov.--n 
words, the Assembly wishes to take 
the occasion to point out that Baha'i 
News is employed as the medium of 
communication between the Guard~ 
ian and the ibody of the believers as 
well a s between the NSA· and the 
Bahiiti commWlity. When matters of 
fundamental Baha'i law and teach
ing are involved it would be well if 
the believers. ~nd especially the lo
cal Assemblies, could make such 

matters part of their permanent rec
ords as otherwise they tend to be 
displaced by the contents of later 
issues of the news letter. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSE:MBLY 

Holy Days of Other Religions 
The Bah,,'; attitude toward the tra

ditional non-Baha'i Holy Days wa"s 
defined by the Guardian in a state
ment published in Baha'i News of 
March, 1940:-

"As regards the celebration of the 
Christian Holidays by the believers; 
it is surely preferable and even high· 
iy advisable that the friends should 
in their relation to each other dis
continue observing such holidays as 
Christmas and New Years, and to 
have their festival gatherings of this 
nature instead during the intercal· 
ary days and Naw-Ruz. .. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

"Let your vision be world-embrac
ing, rather than confined to your 
own self." 

-Baha 'u tllab 



(Excerpts from the account of the 
Martyrdom of the Bab as given in 
Dawn Breakers by NabiL 

Deprived of His turban and sash, 
the twin emblems of His noble line
age, the Bab, together with Siyyid 
~usayn. His amanuensis, was driven 
to yet another confinement which He 
well knew wa s but a step further on 
the way leading Him to the goal He 
had set Himself to altain. That day 
witnessed a tremendous commotion 
in the city of Ta briz. The great con
vulsion associated in the ideas of it.:; 
inhabitants with the Day of .Judge· 
ment seemed at last to have come 
upon them. Never had that city ex
perienced a turmoil so fierce and so 
mysterious as the one which seized 
Its inhabitants on the day the Bab 
was led to that place which was to 
'be the scene of His martyrdom. As 
He approached the courtyard of the 
barracks, a youth suddenly leaped 
forward who~ in his eagerness to 
overtake Him, had forced his way 
through the crowd, utterly ignoring 
the risks and perils which such an 
attempt might involve. His face was 
haggard, his feet were bare, and his 
hair dishevelled. Breathless with 
excitemenl and exhausted with fa
tigue, he flung himself a I the feet ~f 
the Bab and, se,zmg the hem 
of His garment, passionately im
plored Him: HSend me not from 
Thee, 0 Master. Wherever Thou go· 
est, suffer me to follow Thee. " 
uMul)ammad 'Ali," answered the 
Bab, "arise, and rest assured that 
you will be with Me. To-morrow you 
shall witness what God has de
creed." Two other companions, un
able to contain themselves, rushed 
forward and assUred Him of their 
unalterable loyalty. These, together 
with Mirza MuI).ammad-'Aliy·i-Zu
nuzl, were seized. and placed in. the 
same cell in which the Bab and Syyid 
l;Iusayn were confined. 

I have heard Siyyid !:Iusayn bear 
witness to the following: 

"That night the face of the Bab 
was aglow with joy~ a joy such as 
had never shone from His counte
nance. Indifferent to the storm that 
raged about Him~ He conversed with 
us with gaiety and cheerfulness. The 
sorrows that had weighed so heavily 
upon Him seemed to have com
pletely vanished. Their weighl ap
peared to have dissolved in the con-
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sciousness of approaching victory. 
'Tomorrow/ He said to us, ''Will be 
the day of My martyrdom. Would 
that one of you might now arise and. 
with his own hands, end My life. I 
prefer to be slain 'by the hand of a 
friend rather than by that of the 
enemy." Tears rained from our eyes 
as we heard Him express that wish. 
We shrank., however, at the thought 
of taking away with our own hands 
so precious a life. We refused, and 
remained silent. Mirza Mul)ammad
'Ali suddenly sprang to his feet and 
announced himself ready to obey 
whatever the Bab might desire. 'This 
same youth who has risen to comply 
with My wish,' the Bab declared, as 
soon as we had intervened and 
forced him to abandon the thought, 
'will, together with Me, suffer mar
tyrdom. Him will I choose to share 
with Me its crown.' " 

Early in the morning,· Mirza Ha~ 
san Khan ordered his farra@-bashi 
(head attendant) to conduct the Bab 
into the presence of the leading muj
tahids of the city and to obtain from 
them the ~i~.ation re.quired f,Or 
His execution. As the Bab was leav
ing the barracks. Siyyid Ijusayn 
asked Him what he should do. "Con
fess not your faith," He advised him. 
"Thereby you will be enahled. when 
the hour comes, to convey to those 
who are destined to hear you, the 
things of which you alone are 
aware." He was engaged in a con
fidential conversation with him when 
the farra~·bashi suddenly inter· 
rupted and, holding Siyyid Husayn 
by the hands drew him aside and 
severly rebuked him. "Not until I 
have said to him all those things 
that I wish to say," the Bab warned 
the farralID-bashi, "can any earthly 
power silence Me. Though. all the 
world be armed against Me, yet 
shall they be powerless to deter Me 
from fulfilling, to the last word, My 
intention." The farni@-bashi. was 
amazed at such a bold assertion. lIe 
made, however, no reply, and bade 
Siyyid !:Iusayn arise and follow him, 

* * * 
The Bab was, in His turn brought 

before Mullit Mu1)ammad-i-Mama. 
qimi. No sooner had he recognized 
Him than he seized the death-war· 
rant he himself had previously writ
ten and, handing it to his attendant, 
bade him deliver it to the farra,w.. 
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bashi. "No need." he cried. "to 
bring the Siyyid-i-Bab into my pres. 
ence. This death-warrant I penned 
the very day I met him at the gath
ering presided over by the Vali
'Ahd. He surely is the same man 
whom I saw on that occasion, and 
has not, in the meantime. surren. 
dered any of his claims." 

From thence the Bab was con
ducted to the house of Mirza Baqir, 
the son of Mirza Al;lmad. to whom 
he had recently succeeded. When 
they arrived, they found his attend
ant standing at the gate holding in 
his hand the Bab's death-warrant. 
"No need to enter." he told them. 
"My master is already satisfied that 
his father was right in pronouncing 
the sentence of death. He can do no 
better than follow his example." 

Mull" Murtada-Quli, following in 
the footsleps of the other two mujta
hids, had previously issued his own 
written testimony and refused to 
meet face to face his dreaded oppo
nent. No sooner had the farrash
bashi secured the necessary doc-U
ments than he delivered his Captive 
into the hands of Sam Khan, assur
ing him that he could proceed with 
his task now that he had obtained 
the sanction of the civil and ecclesi
astical authorities of the realm. 

Sam Khan was, in the meantime, 
finding himself increasingly affected 
by the behaviour of his Captive and 
the treatment that had been meted 
out to Him. He was seized with great 
fear lest his action should bring 
upon him the wrath of God. "I pro
fess the Christian Faith," he ex
plained to the Bab, "and entertain 
no ill will against you. If your Cause 
be the Cause of Truth, enable me to 
free myself from the obligation to 
shed your ,blood." "Follow your in
structions," the Bab replied," and if 
your intention be sincere, the Al
mighty is surely able to relieve you 
from your perplexity." 

Sam Khan ordered his men to 
drive a nail into the pillar that lay 
between the door of the room that 
Siyyid l:Iusayn occupied and the en
trance to the adjoining one~ and to 
make fast two ropes to that nail, 
from which the Bab and His com
panion were to be separately sus
pended. Mirza MuI).ammad-'Ali beg
ged Sam Khan to be placed in such a 
manner that his own body would 
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shield that of the Bab. He was event
ually suspended in such a position 
that his head reposed on the breast 
of his Master. As soon as they were 
fastened, a regiment of soldiers 
ranged itself in three files t each of 
two hundred and fifty men, each of 
which was ordered to open fire in 
its turn until the whole detachment 
had discharged the volleys of its 
bullets. The smoke of the firing of 
the seven hundred and fifty rifles 
was such as to turn the light of the 
noonday sun into darkness. There 
had crowded onto the roof of the 
barracks, as well as the tops o( the 
adjoining houses about ten thousand 
people) all of whom were witnesses 
to that sad and moving scene. 

As soon as the cloud of smoke had 
cleared away, an astounded multi
tude were looking upon a scene 
which their eyes could scarcely be
lieve. There, standing before them 
alive and unhurt? was the companion 
of the Ba b, whilst He Himself had 
vanished Wlinjured from their sight. 
Though the cords with which they 
were suspended had been rent in 
pieces by the bullets, yet their bodies 
had miraculously escaped the vol
leys. Even the tunic which Mirza 
MuJ:tammad-'Ali was wearing had, 
despite the thickness of the smoke, 
remained unsullied. uThe Siyyid-i
Bah has gone from our sight." rang 
out the voices of the bewildered mul
titude. They set out in a frenzied 
search for Him, and found Him, 
eventually, seated In the same room 
which He had occupied the night 
before~ engaged in completing His 
jnterrupted conversation, with Siyyid 
I;Iusayn. An expression of unruffled 
calm was upon His face. His body 
had emerged unscathed from the 
shower of bullets which the regi
ment had directed against Him. "I 
have finished My conversation with 
Siyyid 1;Iusayn," the Bab told the 
farrash-bashi. "Now you may pro
ceed to fulfil your intention." The 
man was too much shaken to resume 
what he had already attempted. Re
fusing to accomplish his duty, he, 
that same moment, left that scene 
and resigned his post. He related 
all that he had seen to his neighbor, 
Mirza Siyyid Mul;1.sin, one of the 
notables of Tabriz~ who, as soon as he 
heard the story, was converted to 
the Faith. 

Sam Khan was likewise stunned 
by the force of this tremendous reve· 
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lation. He ordered his men to leave 
the barracks immediately and re
fused ever again to associate him· 
self and his regiment with any act 
that involved the least injury to the 
Bah. He swore, as he left that court
y:a:rd, never again to resume that 
task even though his refusal should 
entail the loss of his ovm. life. 

No sooner had Sam Khan departed 
than Aka Jim Kh~m-i·Khamsih, colo
nel of the body-guard, known also by 
the names of Kbamsih and Nasiri, 
volunteered to carry out the order 
for execution. On the same wall and 
in the same manner. the Bah and His 
companion were again suspended, 
while the regiment formed in line 
to open fire upon them. Contrari
wise to the previous occasion, when 
only the cord with which they were 
suspended had been shot to pieces, 
tiris time their bodies were shattered 
and were blended into one mass of 
mmgled flesh and bane. "Had you 
believed in Me, 0 wayward gener a ~ 
Hon," were the last words of the 
Bah to the gazing multitude as the 
regiment was preparing to fire a 
final volley, '·every one of you would 
have followed the example of this 
youth,who stood in rank above most 
of you. and willingly would have 
sacrificed himself in My path. The 
day will come when you will have 
recognized Me; that day I shall have 
ceased to be with you." 

The very moment the shots were 
fired, a gale of exceptional severity 

arose and swept over the wbole 
city. A whirlwind of dust of incredi
Ue density obsured the light of the 
sun and blinded the eyes of the peo· 
pIe. The entire city remained en
veloped in that darkness from noon 
till night. Even so -strange a pheno~ 
menan. following immediately in 
the wake of that still more astolmd. 
ing failure of Sam Khan's regiment 
to injure the Bab, was unable to 
move the hearts of the people of 
Tabriz, and to induce them to pause 
and reflect upon the significance of 
such momentous events. They wit
nessed the effect which so marvel
lous an occurrence had produced 
upon Sam Khim; they beheld the 
consternation of the farra@-bashi 
and saw him make his irrevoca hIe 
decision; they could even examine 
that tunic which. despite the dis. 
charge of so many bullets, had re. 
mained whole and stainless; they 
could read in the face of the Bab, 
who had emerged unhurt from that 
storm, the expression of undisturbed 
serenity as He resumed His conver~ 
sa tion with Syyid l:Iusayn; and yet 
none of them troubled himself to 
inquire as to the significance of 
these unwonted signs and wonders. 

The martyrdom of the Bah took 
place at noon on Sunday, the twenty· 
eighth of Sha'ban, in the year 1266 
A.H. (July 9, 1850), thirty-one lunar 
years, sev~n months, and twenty
seven days from the day of His 
birth in ~iraz. 

The Call of the Martyrs 
By GEORGE TOWNSHEND 

Now in this CrlS15 of our fortunes 
time brings round to us the centen
nial of the great martyrdoms in 
Persia. 

The siege of Tabarsi closed in the 
spring of 1849 with the death of al
most all its defenders including one 
half of the "Letters of the Living"
Muila Husayn and Quddus among 
them. fu March, 1850 the Seven Mar
tyrs were beheaded in the great 
square of Tihrim. In May of that 
year t.he investment of the Babis in 
Zanjim opened. In June Vahid the 
"unique and peerless jigure of his 
Age" was martyred, and most of 
l'js companions at Nayriz after him. 
On July 9th the Bah was shot to 
death in Tabriz. Early in 1851 Huj· 
jat was killed, and some 1800 fellow 
believers perished with him. Then 

in 1852 came the universal holocaust 
of torture and massacre which in· 
volved Tilhirih and thousands of oth
ers and did not cease till every dis
coverable Bitbi was slain or cowed or 
driven into exile. The authorities 
then were assured the movement 
was at an end and its fires quenched 
forever. 

Little did those blind and wicked 
men know the power hidden in this 
cause or the profound effects of 
self·sacrificing faith. 

With unflinching firmness the mar· 
tyrs went to the doom for which they 
had longed and prayed, counting 
such a death a boon and a reward. 
They endured their sufferings with 
superhuman patience, breaking their 
stubborn silence, if at an, only to 



utter words of forgiveness to their 
executioners or to chant a hymn of 
thanksgiving to the Beloved into 
whose presence they were passing. 

So unexampled was their resolu
tion and their fortitude that it as
tonished and bewildered beholders, 
attracted hearts. made converts (se
cret or open) to the Bab, spread His 
fame and that of His followers be
yond the borders of Persia and in
spired many a revering tribute from 
western scholars or diplomats and 
others who told In glowing phrases of 
the "rare and beautiful spirit of 
self·sacrificeH which distinguished 
the Bibis and of utbe sublime and 
unmurmuring devotion" with which 
they defied their torture·mongers. 

To an American correspondent 
who in after years wrote of these 
dreadful scenes, 'Abdu'l-Baha re
plied in a Tablet which has since 
found its way into print that these 
martyrdoms fanned the fire of the 
Jove of God, spread the Word of God, 
uplifted the standard of God and 
drew from the Tree of Life fra
grances of holiness that were dif
fused through the world. We of the 
West have seen the proof of the 
enduring effects of this heroic de
votion to God in the deep, strong, 
steadfast faith that distinguishes to
day the Baha'is of the Land of the 
Martyrs. Baha'u'Uah in a great pray
er for forgiveness of sins has per
mitted us to plead "the blood of Thy 
lovers who were so attracted by Thy 
su.'eet utterance that they betook 
themselves to the lofty summit Of 
the Mount of GTeat Martyrdom.') 
His Pen has written, HO Son of Be
ing! Seek a martyr's death in My 
Path ... 0 Son oj Man! By My 
beauty! To tinge thy hair with thy 
blood is greater in My sight than 
the creation of the universe and the 
light of both wOTlds. StTi ve then to 
attain this 0 servant. U 

They gave their lives simply for 
love of God, that they might be true 
to Him, be close to Him, be united 
with Him. Love and longing for God 
uplifted, transformed them, gave 
them a strange new strength and 
held them firm through every trial. 

Nothing less than this divinely giv
en rapture could have animated such 
utter self-abandonment as was theirs. 
It was not firmness of character. not 
love for the principles of the Faith, 
not love for its ideals, nor for its 
reforms, nor even love for virtue 
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and for the attributes of God, which 
inspired their heroism: but rather 
an unreserved, all-absorbing, all-for
getting devotion for one in Whom 
they saw God Manifest. 

Before they knew Him, they had, 
one and all (even the valiant J:!usayn, 
even +ahirih) been ordinary men 
and women, with their selfishnesses 
and their doubts; till love came upon 
them and transmuted their whole 
being, changed the gnat into an 
eagle, the hare into a lion, gave 
them the mastery of life and ushered 
them into new ranges of ecstasy 
and Dower. 

That Heroic Age is past. The mar· 
tyrs stand to us as an example and 
a challenge. They show us what an 
appeal, a charm lies in this Faith 
for hearts that are sensitive to its 
influence. 

But the battle which they fought is 
still unwon, the Faith for which they 
died ha s not as yet prevailed. In a 
world, perverse, preoccupied, O'bfus+ 
cated with doubt and pride, a new 
opposition has taken form, a new 
foe has reared his gloomy ramparts 
against the advancing Truth.~ From 
their bloodstained graves the voice 
of the martyrs calls on us believers 
of a later day, for a love? a courage 
as deeply ba sed as theirs that shall 
now achieve that ultimate victory 
which their Lord promised them and 
which their hearts foresaw. 

Their courage was infinite. None 
can measure it. Tried to the utter
most it showed no tremor but only 
triumphant strength. Earth's bitter
est cruelty tried to break it but only 
made it burn hlgher and with an 
intenser flame. 

Bahit'u'llith in a Word oj Wisdom 
reveals the secret of their power. 

HThe essence Of courage/' He tells 
us, "is the promotion of the WOTd of 
God and steadfastness in His love. n 

The- Qu'ran writes, «The truly 
brave are those who stand firm and 
behave patiently 1mdeT ills and haTd
ships; thelr patience is only lor God 
and not to display bravery." 

It is the Cause that matters. It is 
t~e Cause that distinguishes from all 
lesser kinds of courage the courage 
that rises in the soul, that lasts on 
into the hereafter, that is a perma
nent possession. It is the Cause that 
opens these hidden reserves oJ 
strength and rapture; and this all
hallowing Cause is none other than 
the selfless service of God and of 
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His Beloved. 
The story of the martyrs as handed 

down to us shows on every page. in 
every word that the ground of their 
heroism was the ardour of their 
faith. In Nabil's record and in· the 
testimony of Babis quoted in it, doc
trine fills but little place; faith is 
all in all. The Bab's imprisonment 
separated Him from His disciples 
and they had few opportunities of re
ceiving His instructions; but through 
their deep, strong, ardent faith they 
reached the end of all learning and 
exhausted. knowledge-they became 
one with God. To us in this Forma
tive Age doctrine is much, teaching 
problems are urgent, constructive 
work is vital; yet no service can 
take the place of Faith. 'Abdu'l-Bahit 
gave us a command and imposed on 
us a Covenant: "As your faith is~ so 
shall your blessings and your pow
ers be. That is the standard. That is 
the standard. That is the standaTd.~' 

Unquestioning belief in the Mani
festation; an unshadowed vision of 
God in Him; impassioned love for 
Him; this is the handle of every 
weapon in the armour of the Soldiers 
of Light. 

It is not enough that we should 
believe; we are required to deepen 
our faith continually. It is not enough 
to acknowledge Baha'u'llilh and love 
Him; we must love Him more and 
more. Faith and love are living, 
growing, expanding things, as seed, 
as leaven. A Ibeliever once started on 
his way, cannot stand still without 
incurring. grievous loss. If he does 
not grow forward, he slips back:. 

H Let yOUT morning be better than 
your evening, and your day an im
provement on the morning/' was the 
command of Bahit'u'IUth. 

"It is not permissable for two days 
to resemble each other/' said Muw 

J:tammad. 

The Babis were forever eager and 
active in the Cause of God, forever 
facing danger. They associated with 
one another. They called on the Sa
cred Name, they chanted their pray
ers together. The joy of their love 
so radiated from them that it was 
commonly said one could not have 
tea with them without wishing to 
join their society. Their enemies 
charged them with magic" with cast· 
ing spells of love on those who came 
to them. And when the summons 
came to dare and to die for their 
Beloved. they were ready. 
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The Source on which they drew for 
their strength is within the reach of 
all of us .. _ 'Abdu'l-Baha has ex
pressed it in these words:-
"Our Strength is the Strength 01 the 

Biessed Perfection! 
'l'hough an mankind unite against 

us, 
Yet shaH His Strength be OUTS; 

NOT can aU the wOild despoit us of it. 
llis Strength is our weapon to wield 

fOT evermore, 
With it we shan conqueT all things. 
His StTength is a sword that r .... Lsteth 

not 1 

A treasure that knows no bounds." 

"0 My beloved lriends! You are 
Ihe bem-ers of fM name of Cad in 
this Day. You hmJe been chosen as 
the repositories of Hi. mystery. It 
behoves each one a/you to mani
fest the aLtribule. of Cod, and to 
""em pli Iy by your deeds and word. 
the signa of His righteousnes., Hi. 
power and glory. The very memo 
ber. of your body mull bear wit· 
nell to the loftiness of your pur
pose, the integrity of your life, the 
re6lity 01 your failh, and the exalted 
character of your devolion. For 
verily I say, 'his i. the Day spoken 
of by Cod in Hi. Book." 

-TheBab 

Enrollments 
_ents Reporied by 
Local Spirihlal Assemblies: 

ARIZ .. Tucson 1; CALIF., Burbank 2; 
Escondido 1; Inglewood. 1; Los Angeles 
1; Santa Bar-bara 1; CONN., Greenwich 
1; MASS., Beverly 2; Boston 2; N.J., 
Englewood 1; N.Y., Syracuse 1; New 
York City 2; ORE., Astoria 1; Portland 
3; WIS., Milwaukee 3; Wauwatosa 2; 
YOUTH 7 
Enrollments reporietl by 
RegiOGal Teaching Committees: 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

East N.Y. 1 
New Jersey 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
Wis. 1 Youth 
Mich. 1 
m., Iowa 2-

WESTERN STATES 
So, Calif. 2 
Wash. 2 

SOUTHERN STATES 
W. Division 

Texas 1 
TOTALS: Adults, 35, 

Youth,8 

• Calendar 
Feasts: Aug. 1, Kamal, Perfection 

Aug, 20, Asma', Names 
N .s,A. Meeting: Sept, 1, 2, 3, 4 
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The Bib was imprisoned while in Tabriz in this now crumbliDlf prison room of the 
014 brick Al"k. Fwd Abmad:iJ'th". former chairman of Nation.a.l. Baha'i Yeuib Com
mittee of Iran, and Robert Gulick, reached it through a. -beautJfol garden of tbe Li .... 

and the Sun, the lranla. Red Cross. 

Fourth Baha'i Congress in South America 
Well organized committees of prep

aration facilitated the Baha'i Con
gress at Lima, Peru to begin the 
session with dignity and order; and 
with the aid of a very efficient Chair~ 
man this dignity and order were 
maintained throughout every ses~ 

sion. 
The keynote of the Congress was 

a desire to deepen in the fundamen~ 
tal knowledge of our God-given insti
tutions and in the Spirit of our Faith, 
The opening chord was struck when 
the delegates demonstrated their fer
vent desire to have a deeper under
standing of the Covenant around 
which revolves all Baha'i life. A plea 
for more material was made in or
der that study classes may be formed 
for deepening purposes. 

Again the keynote was manifest in 
the wish to amplify their knowledge 
of the history of our Cause and to 
know how to familiarize the friends 
with historical materials. It was at 
this session that C.E.B.S.A. present~ 

ed the Ibooklet, Bocestos Historicol 
de la Fe Baha'i, a collection of sto
ries translated into Spanish from the 
English. It represented the coopera
tive effort of the friends in each of 
the South American countries. 

And yet again the keynote was 
heard in the hour dedicated to meth
ods of maturing in the spiritual life, 
through obedience to the laws of 
Baha'u'lJhll. 

A high note of the Congress was 
the presence of Mrs. Dorothy Baker t 
a representative of the National Spir
itual Assembly of the United Slates. 
The eagerness on the part of the 
delegates to give as much time as 
possible in order to gain first~hand 
knowledge of the working of aNa· 
tional Baha'i Assemb1y which has 
been functioning for many years, 
demonstrated anew the earnest de
sire of the friends of Latin America 
to make ready for the time when 
they will have their National Spirit~ 



Gal Assemblies. The precise as wen 
as inspirational way in which this 
material was presented by the rep
resentative caused the delegates to 
remark over and over, "We see it 
all so much clearer now." It was 
perhaps this thirst for more profound 
knowledge of our spiritual institu
tions that helped the congress mem
bers to eliminate the lesser things 
that often waste precious time at 
congresses, and to go straight to the 
heart of the more important issues. 

The emphasis that the delegates 
placed on action, and not simply 
words, showed a spiritual maturity 
that was indeed heartening. They 
seemed eager to go back to their 
countries to reestablish lost assem
blies, make groups into assemblies, 
and consolidate present assemblies. 
Latin American pioneers arose to go 
into fields where help is sorely need
ed. 

This observer at the Fourth Baha'i 
Congress of S.A. prays that our high 
enthusiasm may be sustained 
throughout the year and that vic
tory in the Power of God shall be 
won. (From notes by Eve Nicklin.) 

Dedic:: ation of the Spirit of Fil'st 
Latin Teachers' Institute 

The students at the first Latin 
American Institute for teachers, pio
neers and members of C_E.B.M.A., 
just concluded in the City of Pan
ama have sent their profoUnd love 
to the dear Guardian and assured 
him of their new dedication, their 
devotion and their firm intent to 
carry through the projects of this 
crucial year to a successful conclu~ 
sion with the election of the new Na
tional Spiritual Assembly for this 
territory in April, 1951. 

The purpose of this institute was 
specifically to prepare as many as 
possible of the teachers, who will 
present the material on the majesty 
and greatness of this Cause, on the 
Covenant and the Divine Institutions 
of Baha'u'!lah in month-long insti
tutes to be held in each Assembly 
city of this territory, and to be linked 
up with a campaign to attract and 
teach new believers, during July~ 
August, September and October. 

The program for the Baha'is and 
those near to the Cause among the 
students, is divided into two gen
eral sections, the first being "The 
Kingdom of God on Earth" and in
cluding four main topics: "The Ma-
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jor Covenant of God". "The Laws 
and Institutions of the Most Holy 
Book," "The Twin Covenants of Ba
ha'u'lHlh and 'Abdu'l-Baha," and 
'-The World Order of Baha'u'llah." 
The second main section is on 
"Building the New World Order" 
and includes as its main topics: 
"'Your National Spiritual Assembly" 
and HThe Divine Plan." 

Instructors participating in the in
stitute, who will later give these pro
grams in the various cities, included 
Larry Kramer of Puebla, Mexico; 
Sheila Rice-Wray of Managua, Nica
ragua; Louise Caswell of San Jose, 
Costa Rica; Natalia Chavez, Rac
quel Francois and Cora Oliver of 
Panama City, and James Facey of 
Colon. C.E.B.M.A. members attend
ing included Alfred Osborne, chair
man; James Facey, recording sec
retary; Natalia Chavez, out-going 
general secretary; Elisabeth H. Che· 
ney, incoming general secretary ; 
Sra. Blanca de Campos, Racquel 
Francois and Manuel Corgas. Mrs. 
Mabel Soeider and Mrs. Ruth Fen· 
dell were guests. Other teachers 
and pioneers of the Central Ameri
can territory, who will participate 
in giving the institutes in the vari
ous countries, include Dr. Sarah 
Pereira and Miss Lydia Martin of 
Cleveland, Ohio; Matthew Bullock of 
Port-an-Prince, Haiti; Antonio Bon
illa of San Pedro Sula, Honduras; 
Srta. Maria Francisca Rivera 
of Guatemala City, Mrs. Dorothy 
Campbell of Jackson, Miss.; Z~n

ayda Jurado C. of Mexico City, Mrs. 
Ruth Moffett of Chicago, Dr. Edris 
Rice-Wray of Puerto Ric01 Elena 
1I.iarsella of Ciudad Trujillo, Domini
can Republic, aod Sra. Viva de Lis
more of Havana, Cuba. Dr. Pereira 
and Miss Martin of Cleveland and 
Mrs. Campbell of Jackson are ex
pected to reach their pioneer posts 
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this month, while Dr. Rice-Wray is 
expected to return to Puerto Rico in 
June. 

Several students were asked what 
they wished to say about the insti~ 
tute. Natalia Chavez replied: "We 
have been immensely happy for 
three days with our dear Dorothy 
Baker, who has directed the study 
in the first mstitute for BaM'i teach
ers in Latin America. We had an 
opportunity to hear from her ample 
and interesting explanations about 
the formation of the future institu
tions of Baha 'u'llah. After this insti
tute we believe that the teachers 
who took part in it, will be divinely 
oriented and prepared to go forth 
to their various countries and there 
to give this knowledge to our broth
ers and sisters. Dorothy made us 
feel very close to the Guardian and 
to RUl:).iyyih Khanum. We believe 
that we have now attained a better 
capacity to collaborate with the 
Guardian in preparing and form.ing 
our future National Spiritual Assem
bly in 1951." 

"I had not fully realized this Light 
befor-e-, H said-· Manuel- Corgas, first 
of the indigenees of Panama to be
come a Baha'i. "For me, this has 
been a great step forward; an in
centive to work harder for the 
Cause, as the Guardian wishes. I 
beg that he will pray for us, that 
the Cause may progress, with com· 
p\ete harmony and in spite of all 
difficulties. It is the first time that 
we have had this type of instruction 
and I feel that it has been a great 
success, and will mean new progress 
for the Faith through each of us." 
(From notes by Elizabeth Cheney.) 

"Bend your energies to whatever 
may foster the education of men." 

-Baha'u'llah 

Banquet held May 1, 1950. by the Assembly of Lima, Peru, in honor of the delegates 
and guests of the FIJIll1h Annual Coagress of South Ame-rica~ 
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European News 
Mrs. Florence Holsinger of the Los 

Angeles community sailed for Eu~ 

rope on May 2 to pioneer in Sweden. 
J,.'lrs. Holsinger stopped off in Nor
way en route and the Oslo believers 
have written very enthusiastically of 
he.T visit with them. 

Across the world, Australia has re
cently made its contribution to the 
spread of the Faith in Europe in the 
person of Miss Lilian Wyss. :Miss 
Wyss is the daughter of an Australi
an Baha'i family who has been liv
ing in Switzerland. On the attain
ment of her 21st birthday. Miss Wyss 
offered to pioneer for the ETC and 
has been sent to Norway_ 

Plans are :being consummated for 
the coming Conferen.ce .in Copenhag
en, Denmark. This year it will be 
followed by the First European 
Tea,hing Summer School. The Con
ference and Summer School will be 
held during the week of July 24 to 
30th. This year many of the native 
new believers will take an active 
part in the program both of the Con· 
ference and of the Summer School. 
From reservations already made it 
appears that these occasions will be 
very well attended. 

Mary and Edward Bode have re
cently returned from Lisbon, Portu
gal after serving over a year in the 
pioneer field. They performed a 
great service in the spread of the 
Faith both in Holland and in Portu
gal. 

Corrections: 
In the April issue we stated that 

Else Horneman had become a Baha'i 
in Peru. This was incorrect. Miss 
Horneman was a member of the 
first Spiritual Assembly in Guaya
quil, Ecuador. 

In the May issue, it was reported 
that "the first Baha'I wedding took 
place in BasIe." (Switzerland) This 
was incorrect. The first wedding of 
native Swiss believers was that of 
Mrs. Olga Apreng and Mr. Friedrich 
Schar, which took place in Bern, 
July, 1948, and was reported in the 
August, 1948 issue. 

"This is a Revela tion which in
fuseth strength into the feeble, and 
crowneth with wealth the destitute." 

-Baha'u'llah 
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"Meeting the Crisis" 
"Tell the Story" 

Why Tell the Story? 
The Cause of God can be estab

lished only through human instru
ments. The sooner the Faith 
becomes known. the more quickly 
will the World Order of Baba'u'IIilh 
come into being. 

The urgency of the present hour. 
and the enormous tasks still to be 
accomplished in fulfilling America's, 
spiritual mission require more mem
bers of the Faith. 

The Will and Testa.ment of 'Abdu'l
Baha places on each and every 
individual the obligation to promote 
the Faith, to teach the Cause. 

The peace of soul and the under
standing of the purpose of life which 
we derive from our Faith must be 
shared with others who are seeking 
the same solace and understanding. 
What Story Shall We Tell? 

The Promised Day is come! God 
has spoken to our age through Baba· 
'u 'lIah. That, in essence, is the story. 

Baha 'u'lhlh has revealed a plan 
for world order and has provided the 
means through which universal 
peace and brotherhood may be es
tablished. 
When and Where Shall We Tell the 
Story? 

Do not sit at home and wait for 
people to ask for the Faith. Be alert 
to every opportunity to speak of the 
Falth and of Baha'u'llah. Openings 
come in many different ways. For 
example: comment on today's news; 
propose to orthodox people that 
prophecy has been fulfilled; stimu
late interest by referring to the ptLTe 

teachings of the Prophet in whom 
the individual believes, and then 
explain our belief in progressive 
revelation; reach parents through 
their _ children by discussing spir
itual principles of education, the need 
for religion, etc. 

Never fail to mention the Faith 
when the opportunity presents it
self. Remember that the One with. 
whom you are talking may not 
cross your path again and you may 
never have another opportWlity to 
enkindle the spark tha t may be 
burning in his soul. 

Baha'is must be extroverts. We 
must get out and associate with 
people. make as many contacts as 
possible. Whenever you find a recep_ 
tive soul, utilitze the fireside method 

of teaching (whether it be on the 
street corner, at the soda fountain, 
or at home); think ahead, control 
the conversation and lead up to an 
opening for mentioning the Faith_ 

Endeavor to attract individuals 
and appeal to organizations whose 
principles are in line with ours. and 
we will win ufree carriers" and have 
others "rooting for us." 
How Shall We Tel! the Sotry? 

Teach with wisdom and utterance. 
Keep in mind that the Faith is 

like a life-giving water to the thirsty. 
Many are thirsty but are not aware 
of their thirst. Be discreet, but not 
too discreet. We are hindering the 
promotion of the Faith more by our 
tendency to he too discreet than by 
our indiscretions. 

Be direct in your mention of the 
Faith and of Baha'u'llah. We have 
the greatest story of all time to tell 
the world, and we have been prom
ised divine assistance when we 
make the effort to teach. 

Show interest in the spiritual needs 
of your fellowmen. Interpret their 
fears and give the Baha'i remedy. 

Give the individual something to 
which he will readily respond and 
then go on from there. 

Be enthusiastic. If you are not 
enthusiastic, you cannot teach. 
Enthusiasm is contagious. 

Live the Baha'i life. Show that we 
mean what we say and teach. Rad
iate the Baha'i spirit. A radiant spirit 
comes from a deep inner conviction, 
and that in turn comes from study 
and knowledge of the Falth. 

Stress the positive values. Avoid 
the "thou shalt nots." 

Give the right impression of the 
Faith. Create confidence by letting 
people see that we know what we 
are teaching. Avoid a "sloppy" pres
entation of facts. 

Find your own best teaching 
method and develop it to gain Con
fidence. Do not adopt the methods 
of another individual unless they 
seem natural to you. 

Make a practice of holding fire
side meetings regularly, with or with
out the help of others. The fireSide 
method is still the best method of 
attracting and interesting individuals 
because it makes possible an 
approach on a personal level. 



Make the most of visual aids.
Baha'i pictures, the ringstone, the 
Baha'i books, etc. - to stimu· 
late inquiry. Discuss or give reviews 
of books such as The Mature Mind. 
The Story of History, etc .• as bridges 
to the Bahlt'i teachings. 

Make consistent and sutained USe 
of all teaching opportunities. Keep 
in touch with your community and 
your Regional Teaching Committee 
in order to integrate your efforts 
with the larger teaching program. 

(The suggestions given above are 
a summary of reports of discussion 
groups during the constdtation per
iod of the State Bahd'i Convention 
oj Northern California, held January 
29, 1950. We wish to thank Miss 
ChaTlotte Linfoot for making this 
report available.) 
-NA'l'lDNAL PflOGRAMMING CoMMITTEE 

Baha'i Youth Scout the West 
A bold plan is underway by the 

Western Regional Baha'i Youth Com
mittee for a month-long round of 
traveling teaching to stimulat"e youth, 
consolidate administrative institu· 
lions of the Faith, and celebrate and 
proclaim the spirit and signifcance 
of the Bab. Members of the commit
tee leave the San Francisco Bay area 
June 20 to swing through four week· 
end conferences in Portland, Ore., 
and Los Angeles, Calif. 

Pattern of the conferences will be 
a public meeting the first day on 
the subject, "At Mid-Century-Half
way to Where?", followed by a social 
evening. Second day will be a teach
ing conference and lunch. The talk 
will emphasize the spirit of the Bab 
and the spirit and destiny of youth 
in today's world. Conference theme 
is the spirit of sacrifice and service 
exemplified in the life and death of 
the Bab. Tentative plans include be· 
tween-conference talks in local com
munities en route. The entire trip is 
planned to strengthen youth effort 
and give them m~h-needed recogni
bon and assistance. 

Braille Around the World 
The Committee's first shipment of 

Baha'i literature for the blind to 
Central America high-lighted Our 
first month's work for 1950-51. It 
seems significant that this request 
from San Salvador, reaching us 
through the Inter-America Commit
tee, came so soon after the Annual 
(territorial) Congress for Central 
America. 

BAHA'i NEWS II 

Members of the Na.iional Spiritual Assembly of the Bahi'is of Egypt and Sudan, 
19.';0-51. 

Around the Baha~i World 
'IRAQ 
(FTom Arabic Bahli'i News Letters) 

Official recognition of Baha'i m'ar
riages was recently achieved in jlraq 
when the government passed a 
decree to the First Instance Courts 
that they would register the mar~ 
-riage certificates of the non-Moslem 
minorities other than Christians and 
Jews. Specifically inc1uded were Sa
Ibeans? Yezidis and Baha'is. 

There has been progress in the 
material fortunes of the Baha'is of 
<Iraq. Construction wa s finished on 
National Hall, which joins the ad
ministra bve part of the F.Ia~ir atu '1-
Quds with the Guest-House. 

The NSA recently purchased a 
large tract of land in one of the most 
modern districts of Ba@dad. This 
land will be a B'3.hil'i cemetery, dt:'!
scribed as "The Eternal Garden of 
Bag!ldad. " 

And, national endowments recent
ly added include: three -houses in 
the direct vicinity of the Blessed 
House of Baha'u'llah. given by the 
late J:laji MalJ.mud Qassabchi ... a 
large orchard in Basra (Southern 
'Iraq), dedicated to the Cause by 
I:Iaii Al;!.mad Hamdi of that city in 
order that a local I;Ia?-iratu'l-Quds 
might be built there in the future 
. . . and a new house in Sulaymim
iyyih. presented by a Baha'I couple. 

EGYPT AND SUDAN 
Members of the new NSA of the 

Baha'is of Egypt and Sudan were 
announced in a letter received from 
the secretary of that body as being 
Mohammed Mustafa Sulaiman? pres
ident; Iskandar Hanna? vice-presi
dent; Ali Hussein Rubi, secretary; 
Sobhi Elias, treasurer; Dr. Rocban 
Yazdi, Badi'i Bishnriy, Abdul Fatah 
Sabri, Abdul Rahim Yazdi, and Hus
sein Amin. 

Bright spot in their 27th annual 
convention April 28-30, 1950, was an
nouncement that satisfactory prog
ress had been made toward fulfil
ment of their Five-Year Plan. The 
second year's efforts had been 
crowned by the establishment of four 
new Baha'i centers in four different 
districts of Egypt. 

A wall is to be erected around the 
Baha'i burial gounds, located a 
very short distance from the sea
shore and a bout four miles from 
Port-Said. The grounds were offici
ally delivered to the local Assembly 
in Port-Said. 

More Baha'i literature will be 
printed in the near future due to the 
recent abolition of Martial Law in 
Egypt with its censorship of book 
printing. Communication with the 
Guardian is still impossible. 
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Correction: 
"Around the Baha'i World," Aus

tralia and New Zealand. issue of 
April, 1950, page 7, first paragraph. 
The statement that the property was 
a gift from Mr. Albert Styles is in
correct. This property was purchas
ed Iby the New Zealand believers. 
The gift from Mr. Styles was a block 
of land at Yerrinbool N.S.W. Austral
ia, which he gave to the LSA of 
Yerrinbeol, and is being held by 
the NSA until such tim e as the 
Local Spiritual Assembly is entitled 
to hold property. 

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA 
Teaching work connected with 

their Five-Year Plan has been 
greatly retarded by lack of funds, 
according to the Baha'i News of Ger
many and Austria. Available funds 
are being directed toward com pie
tion of their Center, and the publi
cation of needed literature. 

The Social Service committee an
nounced that friends of the East 
Zone are being given increased as
sistance due to their great need. 
Letters received from that zone in
dica ted that much help is needed 
but that iri the face of great difficul
ties the friends there are remaining 
loyal. 

STUTTGART AND FRANKFURT 
World Youth Day was held Febru

ary 12. The theme chosen was, "The 
United Nations of the Future." 

A summer school was held May 
26 to June 2 in Frankfurt. Future 
sessions this year include one from 
July 30 to August 6 during Youth 
Week at Branberg Castle, Hochst; 
and one to be held at Esslingen Au
gust 6 to 13, with Mrs. Beatrice Ash
ton participating. An additional week 
will be held in North Germany. 

The German N.S.A. has appointed 
Dr. Eugene Schmidt as the German 
delegate to the Third European 
Teaching Conference to be held in 
Copenhagen July 22 to 29. 

In Memoriam. 
Mr. Don Shepard, LaCrescenta, Calif., 

3-28-50 
Mr. Edward Riedel, Medina, Ohio. 1-18-49 

(reported April, 1950) 
Mrs. Anna L. Moeller, Chicago, IlL. 12-46 

(reported April, 1950) 
Mrs. Mary Manrillg, La J ol1a, Calif., 

4-22-50 
Mrs. Helen Harper, Gre-enwich, Conn. 

5-25-50 

JDLY, 1950 

The Home Front 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 

Evidence that the use of the Baha'j 
principle of free and frank consulta
tion has reached a more mature 
stage was seen at the April confer
ence of the Northeastern ANTe. 
Reviewing a teaching survey 'by the 
NSA, Leroy Ioas noted that when 
Baha'is are not Sufficiently centered 
in the Faith, they are deprived of 
the spirit. Whera teaching work is 
successful, the believers are unified. 
It was clearly pointed out by several 
people that until we are clear in 
our minds about our Covenant and 
have firmness therein. we have no 
solid foundation. Borrah Kavelin_ 
quoting from Ruhiyyth Khanum's 
"Teaching Problems," made it clear 
that we have an unfolding Covenant, 
with Shoghi Effendi as the Center of 
the Covenant of Divine Guidance on 
earth today. A pioneer teacher cut 
through to the heart of our problems 
with a quote from 'Abdu'l-Bah8.: HAs 
ye have faith, so shall your powers 
and blessings be. This is the bal
ance-this is the ba.lance-this is 
the' balance." 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 

The newly instituted class for chil
dren 'of the region; the last Saturday 
of the month, was a big success. 
Meeting in the spacious Bahit'i Cen· 
ter, 60 children, aged 3 to 14, wearing 
name cards bearing the Temple pic· 
ture and their community, joined 
in singing several songs by Baha'is. 
Thi s was followed by the showing 
of Temple slides with a special nar
ration containing many questions, 
and those Baha'j children really 
knew the answers. Another round of 
singing and they retired to their 
various rooms for short presen.ta
tions of the Faith and to get better 
acquainted. 
WASIDNGTON, D.C. 

In the nation's capital, the World 
Youth Day audience of 108 over
flowed the Baha'i Center to hear 
Mrs. Hilda Yen Male, Baha'j and 
member of UN Speakers' Research 
Committee. speaks on "The UN Today 
and the UN Tomorrow." The hall 
was attractively draped in flags 
through the courtesy of Mr. Brooks 
Harding, designer of the UN Honor 
Flag representing the four freedoms, 
who further provided a photographer 
to take a picture of the meeting 
which will appear in the "World 
Fiag Encyclopedia," now in prepara
a Hon for publication and world. wide 
distribution in 1953. Not only this, 

but Mr. Harding evinced sincere 
interest in the Faith and later 
accepted from the youth a copy of 
the "New Era. It 

Unique in observances of Naw-Riiz 
this year. the Washington commu
nity held an all-day festival beginning 
at six in the morning with prayers 
and continuing at various times 
throughout the day with readings 
from the Bible~ Koran, and Baba'i 
books; picnic, music and meditation, 
and talk on "The Springtime of 
Bahit'u?llah" by Allen McDaniel. 

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIF. 
A Spring Festival, celebra ling the 

joyous New Year season was held 
by the Baha'j Youth of Calif., Mar. 
25-26, with some 40 attending from 
twelve communities and five coI
leges. The public meeting drew some 
of the townspeople including mem
bers of the NAACP and the Council 
for Civic Unity, and was followed 
'by a dance. On the sunny shores of 
!vIorro Bay next day, a picnic and 
teaching conference were held. Amin 
Banam, recently returned from 
Europe and the Near East, said, 
"If we could only realize that we 
are not really alone, that we are not 
only youth in Fresno or Burbank, 
trying to do something, but are mem
bers of a Baha'i world community 
which is working with a universal 
energy which is carrying the hope 
of the entire world-if we try to 
realize this-we will have a great 
deal more to inspire us." 

BRffiFS 
WATERLOO, N. Y., one of the 

communities reporting to their ANTC 
on their most successful Feast pro
gram, asked everyone to bring a 
Baha'i reading on subject uUnity"; 
the chairman afterward summing up 
and correlating them _ .. BUTTE, 
MONT. On a teaching tour through 
Missoula, Poulson, Ronan, and Kal· 
ispell, Harold Hunt and George Mil
ler gave talks, showed Temple slides, 
placed books in libraries. Ronan, on 
the Flathead Indian Reservation, 
gives llkelihood of reaching another 
group of Indians. Twenty -five people 
besides entire Baha'i community 
turned out to bear Rex King speak 
in Butte, and Baha'j attendance 
was 100 per cent for him also in 
GREAT FALLS and HELENA, 
bringing from him stirring com men
da lion for their efforts .:" ~. : so. 
CAL. RTC at meeting, Apr. 1 weigh
ing fact that we are not confirming 
as many new Baha'is as we shouldt 



came to the answer that unity is 
the focal point of successful teach
ing. Suggested deeper study Cove
nant and Administration with its es
sential theme of unity .... IDAHO
UTAH RTC has set up a loan li
brary of Baha'i books to help iso
lated ·believers, also reports seven 
Baha'i books in Idaho State Travel
ing Library . . . . PLAINVILLE, 
MASS. Reading Miss Roushan Wil
kinson's insert on the Faith in local 
paper, Ben McGrath of the Pawtuck· 
et Times interviewed her and ran 
half page story of the Cause, with 
pictures of three Baha'i communi
ties . ., BOSTON, MASS Mention 
of citizens of Israel paying visits to 
the Baha'i Gardens on Mount Car
mel was made in one of Boston's 
larger newspapers, thus indirectly 
publicizing the Faith . . . . RAN-
80M, W. VA. As the only Baha'j 
here, James Stone, Jr. has been nIn

ning paid ads in a local paper, get 
ting only one direct request for liter
ature, but hearing indirectly about 
twenty people who follow the teach
ing excerpts regularly. 

LAKEWOOD, N.Y. Forty or more 
people gathered here recently to 
bear discussion of religion by a 
Ra:bbi. a Unitarian minister, a Mos
lem student from India, and a 
Baha'i. The latter showing stepping 
stones to universal peace. Students 
from France, Damascus, and Syria 
were there .... BOSTON, MASS. 
Announcing the new location of its 
Baha'i Center in a home where sev
eral Baha'is are residing, this com
munity will resume weekly Sunday 
public meetings besides keeping 
open 'daily for inquirers. . . . CHI
CAGO' ILL. Dr. Hushang Javid and 
Rouhollah Zargapur are conducting 
a six-week deepening course on "The 
Dawn Breakers", which began June 
5 at the center .... ANCHORAGE, 
ALASKA. Excellent opportunity to 
spread the Faith comes through 
Betty Becker being named official 
"Housing Hostess" by Anchorage 
Chamber of Commerce to find 
rooms for newcomers this summer. 
A1so the Baha'i Children's Workshop 
will enter the 4th of July parade 
with a float, "This Earth Is One 
Country" with children dressed in 
costumes of other lands .... MT. 
VIEW, ALASKA. The first public 
meeting bere, in April, used film 
strip and commentary "Man One 
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Family", with four brief talks. 
1\.-ewspaper, radiO, and poster sup
plemented 500 mail invitations to 
boxholders besides personal invita
tion to public school faculty. . . . 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. About 500 
guests came to the commemoration 
of the Bab's Declaration, with the 
theme, "Baha'i World Faith: 'The 
Great Announcement." With back
ground music fading and swelling, 
the dramatic story of the Bah was 
sketched in various readings by sev
eral voices. . . . This community is 
instituting a 12-week summer course 
in teacher training, lasting to mid
July. 
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Baha'i News Mailing 
If there is more than one believer 

in your family, and one copy is suf
ficient, please notify the National 
Baha'i Office, 536 Sheridan Road, Wil
mette, Ill., listing the members of 
your family and indicating the one 
to whom it should be a<idressed. We 
prefer not to addres s it to 'IMr. and 
Mrs." as this upsets our tiling sys
tem which is used for other pur
poses beside mailing Baha 7 i News. 

Baha'i News cannot be forwarded, 
so if you are going to be a way for a 
time, request the one taking care of 
your mail to either hold it until you 
return or to re-address and re-stamp 
it. 

Lt. J. C. na.veDpor1. and Mrs.. Barbara. Davenport. (BaM'is stationed in Japan) eaJo7 
tea in oriental garb, during the Feast of Naw·Ruz in Tokyo. with :&obe:r1. Imaeire of 

Chicaco aDd Shozo Kadato. (J1&"ht) .Japanese BaIu\'L 

A .croup.of members aDd friends at the Naw-Ruz celebration iu Honolulu, 19M. 
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Baha'i In the News 
A number of very helpful refer

ences to the Faith have been appear
ing in newspapers and magazines. 

"Common Cause," January, 1950, 
the magazine edited by University 
of Chicago editors dealing with plans 
for a world constitution, reprinted 
the press release issued by the Pub
lic Relations Committee for World 
Religion Day. "Common Cause" cir
culates among leaders of public opin
ion in many countries, Dr. G. A. 
Borgese, editor, published this ma
terial as result of the contact made 
by Mr. Lawrence Hautz of White 
Fish BaYt Wise., who entertained 
Dr. Borgese during a World Govern
ment conference sponsored by IVnl
waukee Stale Teachers College. 

In a letter written to Mrs. Helen 
Inderlied of Binghamton, N.Y., Dr. 
Borgese stated on January 27: "The 
reference to Baha'i was the first; I 
do not think it will be the last. To the 
purity and intensity of this religious 
movement I have given long since 
the attention which should be given 
to it by any one-worlder aware that 
a political union is empty if a tulify
ing religion does not overarch the 
variances of the creeds." 

In an illustrated brochure entitled 
"Architectural Concrete Slabs" puJ>. 
Iished by Universal Atlas Cement 
Co. , New York, the Temple is repro
duced with the following text: 
"Baha!i Temple, Wilmette, Ill. The 
beauty - of Architectural Concrete 
Slabs made with crushed glistening 
quartz aggregate and Atlas White 
cement is exemplified by this 
Te~ple. The intricate, lace·like de
sign was obtained economically· by 
use of, a single mold for each repeli· 
ti ve pattern." 

Mrs. Behjal Joy Arnold of Nor
folk, Va. has established friendly 
relations with representatives of the 
local paper, with the result that in a 
Sunday issue the paper published a 
detailed interview with Mrs. Chal
loner Chute 01 Washington, stress
ing the Baha'i teachings on peace. 
A few weeks later space was given 
to a letter by Mrs. Arnold concern
ing iran, and this was followed by a 
column reporting lectures delivered 
by Mrs. Margaret Randall Ford over 
the radio and at the First Presby· 
terian Church on "One World Or 
None." Mrs. Ford has been accred
ited as a lecturer for United Nations. 
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The significant point here is that 
Norfolk has no strong Baha'i com
munity to influence the press. This 
publicity reHects the effort of a single 
Baha'f. 

The same success has been 
achieved in Trenton, N.J. by Mrs. 
Tafafumi Mikuriya. "The Trentioni
an" has published a two-column cut 
of the Temple accompanied by an ex
cellent outline of the Faith and refer
ence to a local conference held ,by 
the Regional Teaching Committee at 
the Mikuriya home. 

The Federal Radio Education 
Committee's "FREC Service Bulle· 
tin" for January, 1950~ carried an 
article on "Empire State Network 
Carries Syracuse World Citizen Ser
ies." It states: "Three world-minded 
radio students of Syracuse Univer
sity Radio Center have taken upon 
their shoulders the research, writing 
and production of 'We Are World 
Citizens,' a series of educational chil
dren's programs for the Empire 
State FM School of the Air. The ser
ies is in its second year of broadcast 
to the schools of New York State 
over a 21-station cooperative net
work. 

I'Conceived by Lowell Johnson, in
structor in radio writing at SU and 
regional vice-chairman of Alpha Ep
silon Rhot national honorary radio 
fraternity, the series ran 33 weeks 
during the 1948·49 school year. Pur· 
pose of the program is to bring the 
children of the world closer together 
through true-to-life visits to overseas 
COWl tries ... 

I 'Commendations have been re
ceived from Miss Olive McHugh. 
part-time coordinator of children's 
programs at the United Nations; 
Max Bildersee, director of audio ed
ucation in New York State; the 
English-3peaking Union, the Bah,,'i 
World Community and local groups. 
As. a direct result of in-school listen
ing, over a thousand children in the 
State have requested names of pen
pals in overseas countries." It would 
be difficult to find a better example 
of a Baha'i serving the public by 
finding a way to apply the principles 
of his Faith to his professional work. 

One more example of the result of 
personal initiative comes in a news
paper clipping nearly one-half page 
in size taken from "The Pawtucket 
Times," Pawtucket, R.I, The article, 
written by a staff reporter, was 

based on an interview with Miss 
Roushan Wilkinson extended to in
clude a group of local and area be
lievers. Two group pictures of Baha'is 
arc featured, The history and 
teachings are summarized with clar
ity and dignity. Such an article can 
exert an immense direct and indi
rect influence for a long time to 
come throughout the area covered 
by the paper. The Faith has been 
favorably introduced to the public. 

- BAHA'f PUBLIC RELATIONS 

International Relief Annual 
Report BaIui'i Year 106 

Number of Packages actually sent 
-to addresses obtained from Inter
national Relief Representa tive_ 

Germany (including Austria). 
Baha'i COmmittees: 

CARE 
Pkgs.· Food. Lard Knitting 

Wool 
Bergstrasse 11 
Darmstadt 18 
Esslingen 22' 2 
Fr'kfurt a/MD. 16 2 
Goeppingen 2' 
Hamburg 6 
Heidelberg 15 
Karlsruhe 15 1 
Leipzig (R) 8 
Nuemberg 11 1 
Plochingen 2' 
Schwerin (R) 41 I(S) -
Stuttgart 53 
Wiesbaden 5 

225 
Baha'i Groups: 

Berlin (R) 16 1 
Rostock· (R) 9 
Wa ... 
nemuende (R) 4 

12 groups 20 

274 
Baha'i Sozialausschuss 

(Relief Com. for i50· 
lated Baha'is) 25 1 

Total packages to 

1 

2 

Germany 299 7 3 2 
Other .Countries in Europe: 

England 8 1 
Bulgaria 

(Sofia) 9 6 (S) 
Hungary 

(Budapest) 2 
French Morocco 3 
Italy 3 1 

Total packages sent 
during year 324 15 3 2 

-------
Total addresses 

given out on re-
quests .265 

Total number 
Baha'is or Com
munitiees par-
ticipating 151 



·Chiefly clGthing, some food. "Plus Sign" 
indicates s()me U.S. Communities and 
Baha'is sending to addresses "regular
ly" but not reporting number of pack
ages sent, therefore not included in to
tal given here. (S}-Steneck food parcel 
(shipped from Denma-rk), as CARE does 
not send to Russian Zone. 

There is stil1 great need among 
the German Baha?is. The following 
quotation from a letter from the 
chairman of the Stuttgart Distribu
tion Committee for tbe Stuttgart 
L.S.A. explains the present need: 

"You may have heard that at the 
present time it is possible again to 
buy everything in Germany, but un
fortunately the money reform took 
place and that means perhaps a 
greater bandicap for buying things 
than meant the system of tickets 
[rations]. We have a lot of very poor 
Baha'i friends in Germany whom we 
can so well help with your packages, 
and many grateful thoughts will be 
sent aver to you in the United States. 
I am explaining Ute sitUation to you 
sa that you may qnderstand that 
your help is as much welcome as it 
ever has been. We pray for the 
friends in the United States and for 
the success of our holy Cause, so that 
peace and unity may come to this 
world." 

Mrs. Beatrice Ashton 
Interna tional Relief Representative 
Box 548. Evanston, Illinois 

Books Mu.st Talk 
With completion of the Temple in 

the focus of every believer' 5 con
sciousness and recalling the promise 
that that time will see "spiritual 
effects taking place on the intellects 
and thoughts", we can readily pre
sume that public figures will speak 
about the Faith in the press. over 
radio. and in pulpits. Where will 
they get their information and how 
accurate will it be? Though some 
may interview Baha'is, even these 
will supplement their knowledge with 
research and study in public and 
school libraries. Now is the time 
to be certain no one can misrepre
sent the Faith throtigh dependence 
on inadequately translated older lit
erature, missionary treaties, New 
History publications, etc. 

The following suggestions are 
made by the National Library Com· 
mittee~ 

Let us look at your local public 
library. Is it well·stocked with up· 
to-date books, including the Guar· 
dian's matchless translations? What 
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does your community do about keep
ing books circulating? 'When recom
mending a book to a friend, do not 
loan him your personal copy, but 
instead draw out the library copy 
as the time limit may cause him 
to read the book at once. Have Baha'i 
speakers give titles of reference 
books used in preparing their talks; 
study classes short on books USe 
those in library; book reviewers 
announce whenever the book is pro. 
curable in local library and if not 
a Baha ~i book, mention one of our 
books closely related to the subject; 
and give new Baha'is list of library 
boaks for further study. 

Some organizations supply free 
book m arks to li'braries with hours 
open, reading room facilities, and 
some of their recommended books. 
Give civic organizations and clubs 
lists of our books with specific ref
erences to subjects they may be 
preparing talks upon. Try library 
displays wherever acceptable and 
fer Hcrowded shelf" libraries~ seek 
their permission to place in the files 
a title card-HBaha'i Faith>? listing 
Baha'i books obtainable from Assem
bly library or individuals. 

Third Canadian Baha'i 
Convention 

Tne third Canadian Baha'i Con
vention was held in Toronto 
April 29-30/50 at 22 Callege Street· 
with attendance of all 19 delegate; 
from Vancouver to St. John's, New
foundland. The total number of thase 
present was about 125. On the eve of 
the convention many Came together 
at a reception, and the pioneers were 
given an especially warm welcome. 
On Saturday morning, after a devo
tional period, the Five Year Plan 
was reviewed and our effort com
pared to that of the British and Eu· 
ropean Baha'is-making it· obvious 
that there is much to be done in the 
three remaining years. We shall need 
determination, early decisions in or
der to avoid frantic moving about at 
the last, training tor pioneering, faith 
and enthusiasm. 

The consultation of the delegates 
was alive-ideas flowed. and there 
was a real sense of communication. 
Many suggestions and recommenda
tions were made concerning every 
problem on the agenda-in fact. these 
were further supplemented and dis
cussed, and will finally be presented 
to the National Spiritual Assembly. 
!'hough the sessions were within their 

15 

time limit lor the most part, it was 
apparent that two days does not give 
time for full consultation. Among the 
suggestions and recommendations 
were: a fireside committee be set up 
to provide suggested programs-not 
study outlines, but a guide for the 
teacher; courses for pioneers and 
resident teachers; outline of func
tions and relationships of committees 
and groups so that each will know 
where its own responsibility lies; :five 
area teaching committees directly 
connected with the NSA;, a circuit 
teaching committee; a member of 
the NSA to be a member of the 
National Youth Committee; improve
ment in plans for conducting provin
cial election meetings; a local review 
of Baha'i News at the feasts! limit 
goals to the number now needed and 
concentrate on them; someone to pre
pare material that would show the re
lationship between B~a'i principles 
of education and those commonly 
held; take as our own responsibility 
some one person who is lonely and 
apart, and keep in touch; criticism of 
group action to be directed through 
proper channels and suggestions for 
improvement brought to the local as. 
sembly at the feast. 

The inspiration of the Word was 
felt thro:ughout the convention in a 
prevailing spirit of love and unity 
vigour and enthusiasm. The need fo; 
more training, more techniques and 
skills was apparent, .if the power of 
the Word is to bear real fruit in all 
our relationships. to ourselves, to 
each other and to Baha'utllah. With
out dwelling on the past or the future 
our task is to increase activity and 
complete the Plan. All were remind
ed of the devotion of the Guardian, 
of the stirring address of the Bab, 
recalling that we are the bearers of 
the message of God in this day. and 
were reassured that if we arise to 
aid this Cause we shall be assured of 
ultimate victory. 

After the close of the sessions a 
banquet followed. a !tended by about 
170 Baha·is and friends. then a large 
public meeting at which about 350 
people heard a short program of mu
sic by Wray Downes, and talks by 
Dr. Elizabeth Kidder and Mr. Harlan 
Ober. The previous evening the 
RiQ.van feast, planned by the Hamil
ton community, wa s attended by a 
large number who heard stories of 
<Abdu'l-Baha. 
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Contributions from Assemblies 
for the Month of May, 1950 
Alaska - Anchora ge; Arizona - North 

Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson. A.rkansas
Eureka Springs, Little Rock. Califor
Ilia-Alhambra, Berkeley, Beverly, Hills, 
El Monte Twp., Escondido Twp., Fresno, 
Glendale. Glendale Twp., Inglewood, 
Long Beach, Los Angeles, MonrOvia, 
Monrovia Twp_. Oakland, Oceanside, 
Palo Alto, Pasadena, Sacramento. San 
Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, 
San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Monica. 

Colorado--Colorado Springs, Denver. 
Couneclicut--Greenwich, Hartlord, New 
Haven. Delaware--Wilmington. Dist. of 
Columbia - 'Washington. FJorida-Jack
:sanville, Miami. Hawaii-Honolulu, Maui. 
lda.b.o - Ada County, Boise. Ulinojs -
Batavia, Champaign. Chicago. Danville, 
Evanston, Maywood, Oak Park, Peoria, 
Phoenix (Harvey), Springfield, Urbana, 
Wilmette, Winnetka. 

Indiana - Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend. lowa-Cedar Rapids, Water
Joo. Ka.Dsas--Topeka. Ma.ine-Eliot, Port
land. Massachusetts - Beverly, Boston, 
Brookline, Springfield, Worcester. Mich. 
igan--Flint. Grand Rapids, Lansing, 
Muskegon, Roseville. Minnesota-Duluth, 
Minneapolis, St. Paul. Mississippi
JacksoD. Missouri-Independence, Kan· 
sas City, St. Louis. 

MODtaDa - Great Falls. Nebraska
Macy, Omaha. Nevada. - Reno. New 
Hamp&bire - Portsmouth. New Jersey
Dumont, East Orange, Englewood, Jer
sey City, Newark, Ridgewood. Teaneck. 

New Mexico-Albuquerque. New York 
-Binghamton. Buffalo, Geneva, Ham
burg, Jamestown, Mount Vernon, New 
York, Rochester, Syracuse, Waterloo, 
Yonkers. North Carolina. - Greensboro. 
Ohio - Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, 
Dayton, East Cleveland, Lima, Toledo. 
Oklahoma-Oklahoma Cjty. 

Oregon - Astoria, Portland. pennsyl
vania. - Philadelphia, Scranton, West 
Chester. Puerto Rico--San Juan. Rhode 
lslaDd - Providence. South Ca.rolina.
Greenville. Columbia. Seuth Dakota-:-
Sioux Falls. TeDDessee-Memphis. Texas 
-San Antonio~ Vermont - Brattleboro. 
VirlJinia - Alexandria, Arlington. Wash
iD«f.eD - Kirkland, Monroe, Richmond 
Highlands, Seattle. Spokane, Tacoma. 
WiscOnsin-Madison, Milwaukee, RaeiDe, 
Somers Twp. Wauwatosa. Wyommg
Laramie. 
Number 01 Assemblies ...... 167 
Assemblies contributing ... 
Assemblies Dot contributing 
Groups contributing ..... 
Individuals contributing ........... . 
Special Contributions: 

141 

26 
51 

136 

Baha'i Assembly of City of Adelaide, S.A. 
Junior Youth of Maywood 

'·'Valiant acts will insure the tri
umph of this cause, and a sainUy 
character will reinforce its power." 

-Baha'u'l1ah 

JULY, 1950 

Memorial Gifts 
A. Adams, Charles Q.; Aden, Anna 

Krause; Afdem, Syver; Anderson, Mr. 
and Mrs. Abram E.; Angell, Ann; Angell, 
William. 

B. Bah, the; Barnett, Mary J.; Bar
nett, N. W.; Becktold, A. G.; Bennell, 
George Henry; BenneIl, Elizabeth Avis; 
Best, Mrs. Anna Rieger; Bla ckwell, 
Philip E.; Bailes, Randolph, Sr.; Brock
hoff, Elizabeth; Brockhoff, Gerhard; 
Broste, Hans 0.; Broste, Mary; Brown, 
Hyman Eugene: Buettner, Herbert. 

C. Chavous, Charles; Christian., Hazel: 
Cochrane, Edwin; Cochrane, Jeanette; 
Conrow, Amelie; Crossen. Elmer H. 

D. Dobbjns, Joy Rose; Duckett, Ches
ter; Duckett, Percy. 

E. Everely, Elwood; Everely, Wasa. 
F. Farrand, Dayna; Fieldman, Solon; 

Freiburger, Dorothea; Freiburger, Hil~ 
mer; Frye, Charles; Frye, Della; Frye, 
Esralite; Frye, Martha. 

G. George, Andrew L.; Greenhaw, 
Elizabeth A.; Grocock, Samuel 

B. Haley, Mrs. Clara B.-mother of; 
Hargis, Mrs. Emma; Harper, Mrs. 
Helen; Heinemann, RiC!hard Karl; 
Heinemann, Mathilda Franciska; Her
man, Mrs. Henry F.; Heywood, Mrs. 
Winifred-mother of; Hilgers, August L.; 
Hills, Mrs. Kate. 

I. Irani, Behl'am Sarosh; Irani, Mrs. 
Xaisar Sarosh. 

S. Jacobson., Mrs. Anna; Jersey, 
Henry; Jers~y, Mary; Johnson, Arthur. 

K. Keeling, Henry; Keeling, Lena; Kin~ 
caid, Elizabeth; Kmcaid, Zalman; Knox, 
Mrs. Clara T.; Kurka, Mrs. Sustava. 

L. Latimer, Lafayette; Locke, Aaron 
Giles; Lundquist, Axel 

M. Martin, Mary B.; Matthisen, 
Hanna; Meeha. Edward; Mereness, 
Mason L.; Morgan, Charles L.; Morgan, 
Henry P.; Muther, Elizabeth. 

Me. McFarland, Mrs. Ona Pearl. 
O. Okell, Florence Clapp; Orff, Anna 

Margaret; Orff, Christian .r. ; Owens, 
Louise Benton. 

P.' Phelps, Ray C. 
R. Rainboth, LeRoy; Redmond, Albert 

Byron; Berney, William B.; Rietschneid· 
er, Frederick; Robarts, Ella; Robertson, 
Frances. 

S. Sawyer, Joseph Jefferson; Scherer, 
Anna; Scherrer, Frederick; Schlecht, 
Erwin Louis; Sehmer, Harry Lucius, 
Sims, Catherine; Sims, Ernest; Sobel, 
HalUlah; Sobel, Irving; Sothman, Mrs. 
Mary; Stern, Alexander; Stern, Anna 
Baum. 

T. Taubert. Conrad; Taubert, Mary. 
U. Uebner, Charles Frederick. 
V. Van MeeT. Aaron; Van Meer, Fred; 

Van Meer, Mrs. Margaret; Van MeeT, 
Milton; Vie, Mario (previously listed as 
Marie Nie). 

W. Wagner, Berbara; Wagner, Ferdi
nand; Walters, Mrs. Katherine Rief
schneider: Watson, Evelyn; Watson. Ida; 
Webb, 1st. Lt. Kermeth: Wells, Gertrude: 
Willard, Amelia; Willard, D. Seymour; 
Willard. Mary Livingston; Williams,'~ 
Bertha M.; Windust, Lucy Roberts; Win
dust, Sarah R.; Wohlstein, Morris; Wohl
$tein, Mrs. Morris; Woodruff, Charles 
E.; Woodruff, Selma. 

Baha'i News is published by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of '&be 
Baha.'is of the UDlted States as the 
oO'idal Dews--leUeJ' of the BaJaa,'i 
Community 4 

Edited for the National SpiritaaI 
Assembly by _'I N ..... EdI ....... 
lal Committee: Mn. Roberta 
ChrIstIan, chalrmaa, Mr. BIcbanI 
Noleu. Mr4 GordOll. A. Fraser, 
Editorial o:lllce: Mrs. Roberta 
CbrIstia... 10111 W....t ae..e- st., 
Lansing, Mich. 

Please report ch.aaces of adillren 
a.d other matters perta.iDjag 10 
distribution tG !he _'f Natioaal 
Ol!ke, 536 SberidaD Road, W11-
mette,lIIIDois.. 
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"Confident Exemplary 
, Loyalty" 

"Inform friends (that) Ruhi, 
his mother, with Ruha, his alUlt, 
and their families, not content 
(with) years (of) disobedience 
(and) unworthy conduct, (are) 
now showing open defiance. 
Confident (that) exemplary loy
alty (of) American believers 
will sustain me (in) carrying 
overwhelming burden (of) cares 
afflictmg me." 

(Signed) SHOOHI 
Received July 15, 1950 

Bahii'i Funeral Services 
(From a letter from tbe Guardian 

to the NSA through his secretary, 
dated July 20, 1946, Reprinted from 
the October, 1946, Baha'i News). 

J. Southwest curved corner under construction, showing tw"e]ve columns on the west. 
and south sides of the arcade about the Shrine of the Bib wiih capitals. 

uThere is no objection whatsoever 
to non~Baha'is being present when 
the long prayer for the dead is 
read,* as long as they respect our 
manner of reading it by rising and 
standing as the Baha'is do on this 

Report on Shrine Construction 
by Ben D, Weeden ,. occasion. Nor, indeed, is there any 

upon which the Shrine of the Bab objection to. non~Baha'is being pres
stands was extended to the east. ent during the reading of any Baha'i 
This extension required the building prayer for the departed. 

Haifa, Israel 
May 30,1950 

With the passing of an unusually 
severe winter, and one of many and 
diverse labors, OUI beloved Guard
ian. with you all ever in mind, has 
directed that another report on the 
progress of the work on the arcade 
about the Shrine of the Bab on 
Moimt Carmel be made to you. De· 
spite the adverse weather the con
struction plans for tqe winter were 
more than fulfilled and the comple~ 
tion of this glorious and sacred ar
cade is rapidly approaching. 

At the beginning of the winter, 
construction on the west and south 
sides of the arcade began in ear~ 
nest. The southwest curved corner 
1J.ri.th its huge rose granite pilasters 
rapidly took shape. t\velve great 
rose columns and. their capitals 
were put in place. While this work 
was going on, the' wall of the moun·
tain on the south side of the Shrine 
was strengthened and the terrace 

of a high retaining wall and was a "An official Baha'i funeral service 
major engineering undertaking.in should only be given for a believer, 
itself, but under the guidance of our but there is no objection to the 
Guardian it \vent forward at amaz~ reading of Baha~i prayers, or in
ing speed and is now a flourishing deed to a Baha'i conducting the flUl
garden. eral service of a non~Baha'i if this 

With these activities at their has been requested. ' 
height the first shipment of the par- "In reporting Baha'i marriages it 
apet stones arrived. Included in this is much better to mention that the 
shipment were the first of the twen~ ceremony was performed by the As
ty-seven mosaic panels which the sembly t as this is the proper thing 
artistry and beauty of design con- to do, and an individual only acts 
ceived by Mr. Maxwell will so en- for the Assembly on this occasion_ 
hance the majesty of the glorious As a funeral is not a legal cere
crown. now being placed upon the mony more latitude can 'be allowed, 
towering walls of the arcade which especially as the family of the de
is to protect the holy Shrine of the cE~ased may want some particular 
Bab for all posterity. Our impa- Bahil'i friend to officiate." 
tience to open one of these cases 
of panels knew no bounds. When, 
at last, one of the panels had been 
carefully exposed it is needless to 

. ·(Continued on page 2) 

*This explanation deals with the 
question raised by the NSA in a letter 
to the Guardian: uThe Assembly 

(Continued on page 11) 
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and the full beauty of these labors 
stood revealed. The delicate rose 
of the huge columns and the pilas. 
ters; the graceful arches, the light 
cream of the wall stones and then 
the wondrous and glorious crown of 
glory the balustrade with its panels 
of carved Chiampo granite with a 
background of light green, glass 
mosaic with a few flecks of red 
and a narrow green border of Ugo 
Vert granite, with subdued touch of 
color so masterfully added to bring 
out the full beauty, dignity and 
glory of this magnificent edifice. 
And how symbolic of the Bab's mar
tyrdom are those panels - those 
gems set in the crown of glorious
ness, the balustrade ~ The white Chi. 
ampo stone denoting the pure light 
of His Message, the green symbolical 
of His lineage and the red flecks 
the drops of blood of His Martyr
dom. As one stands before this 
beauty one's heart is near to burst· 
ing. 

n. Colmnns and cayitals on the south side of the Shrine of the Bib and showing the 
bigh WaU excavated into the side of Mount Carmel. 

There is little more to be added 
to this report but you may all be 
assured that construction of the ar
cade a bout the Shrine of the Bab 
is nearing its conclusion. A great 
step forward will have been taken 
when the last stone ha's bee~~ laid. 
A breath-taking edifice of beauty 
will stand in a garden of great 
splendor, which our beloved Guard
ian has already created, for all 
the world to be drawn to in admira
tion, and all Baha'is in reverence 
and devotion. 

(Continued fTom page 1) 

say our admiration also knew nO 

bounds. The bowl of our expecta
tions overflowed. The craftsmanship 
of the Italian artisans in stone and 
mosaic work was beyond compare 
and Mr. Maxwell's design and plan 
had become a noble fruit. As Mr. 
Maxwell is extremely reticent In 
speaking of his work and is not 
given to a display of his emotions 
one will never know the extreme 
pleasure it must have been for him 
to stand before this beautiful crea
tion and know that he .had inspired 
it. 

With these wonderful panels on 
hand the workmen went forward 
with added zest to prepare for the 
setting of them. Soon the day came 
when the first panel on the east side 
of the arcade was brought carefully 
into place and raised into position. 
At the end of the second day the 
other six. panels were placed with 
the small pillars standing between. 
Not long after the cover stones and 
the finials of the pillars were added 

thus completing the east side of the 
arcade. 

Now the staging needed for all 
this construction could ,be removed 

m. East; side of the arcade of t.he Shrine of the BAb with the seven huge mosaic 
panels in place but wlt.hout the cover stones and small plllar fillials. 
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IV. Finial of the small plUars of the Balu'StJ'ade. 

Limited Copies Life EterlllJl 
Now Ayailahle 

Life Eterna~, compiled by the late 
Mary R. Movius. A limited number 
of copies have been made available 
from her estate and proceeds from 
the sale of these copies will be given 
to the Temple FWld in the name of 
Mrs. Movius. 178 pages bound in 
blue cloth. price each $2.50 

Calendar 
NSA Meeting 

Sept. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
Feasts 

Sept. 8, 'Izzat, Might. 
Sept. 27, MaM-iyya t, Will. 

"The best beloved of all things in 
My sight is Justice." 

-Baha'u'lldh 

The Home Front 
WHEATRIDGE, COLO. 

3 

By presenting the ,jPrayer for All 
Nations" to a UNESCO group which 
meets monthly near them, the 
Wheatridge and Mountain View 
Baha'is established a valuable con
tact with the result that the UNESCO 
group is planning a series of meet
ings this fall, presenting the teach
ings of all religions, including the 
BaM'i Faith. 
LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 

Visiting here, April 11 thru 13, 
Mrs. Dorothy Baker met the friends 
a t a closed buffet supper for discus
sion of the Temple and believers? . 

~responsibilities. Later she met the 
editors of two local newspapers and 
then attended a luncheon for a col
l'ege professor and several students. 
Another luncheon for contacts from 
Hot Springs and a public meeting 
with 47 attending were held. Mrs. 
Baker's talk. "Is World Peace Possi
ble?" was covered by a newspaper 
reporter and prefaced by spot . an
nouncements on station K.A..RK. 

BRIEFS 
FRESNO, CAL. emerges from 

"small community" category, re
cently enrolling 17th member. Their 
public meetings monthly continue to 
get good publicity and new contacts, 
total attendance ranging 35 to 45 ..• 
DENVER, COLO. At Leroy loas' 
talk in Albany Hotel, June 13, the 
place was "full-up" and folks just 
wouldn't go home, keeping him busy 
with individual questions. One aside 
comment-"U I weren't already a 
Baha'i I surely would be- one now." 
.... RENO, the only Baha'i com
munity in Neveda, holds regular Sat
urday night meetings and follows up 
contacts. Its remoteness denies as
sociation with nearby groups such as 
many regions enjoy. so what others 
may offer is prayet::s for their growth 
.... MILLBRAE, CAL. maintains an 
active youth and adult teaching pro
gram and reports applying for per
mission for Baha'I high school stu
dents to remain out of school on 
Baha'i Holy Days. While this was 
pending. the attendance officer ac
cepted their absence on day of the 
Declaration of the Bab .... LARA
MIE, WYO. A party of friends drove 
to Fort Collins in May to visit a 
Baha'i at the Rest Home and show 
Temple slides to her friends, fol
lowed by a talk and discussion. 
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Y. Present garden 01 Shrine terrace on north or sea side showing great extension 
to the west. 

Baha'is and the 
Military Draft 

Believers subject to the draft are 
advised to refer to statements on 
this subject published in Baha'i 
News. Such statements appear in 
April 1943, pages 3 and 4; October, 
1946, pages 9 and 10; and September, 
1948, page 6. Your local assembly or 
regional teaching committee can 
assist you to locate these issues. 

Reporl Your Local Cenlenary 
Programs 

Local Assemblies are requeseed to 
send to the National Office a- report 
on their observance of the Centenary 
of the Martyrdom of the Bab. This 
material is important for the prep-· 
aration of a report to the American 
Baha'is in Baha'i News, and as a 
source of material for The Baha'i 
World. 

Derrick unloa.ding ca.st stone for the Temple int~rior for trucking' up the long ramp 
into the Temple. 

New Edilorial Commitlee 
for BaM'. News 

A new editorial committee for 
Baha'i News will take over re
sponsibility beginning with the 
October issue. 

All National Committeees, all 
Regional Committees, and re
porters for Local Assemblies 
and Groups are hereby notified 
that beginning August 2Q all 
news items are to be sent to: 
Mrs. Eleanor Sweney Hutchens 

307 S. Prairie 
Champaign, Illinois 

Children's Radio Scripts 
Available 

A series of "We Are World Citi
zens" radio scripts for children (35 
scripts in all) are available for pur
ch ase at $15 per set. These were 
first developed at the Radio and 
Television Center of Syracuse Uni
versity and presented during the 
past two years by the Empire State 
FM School of the Air. This series 
has received very favorable com
mendation from educational maga
zines and from the United Nations 
radio section. 

All are easily produced with mini
mum production effort. Casts in
clude from 2-5 people and can be 
handled using either adults or chil
dren as actors, Baha'i children's 
classes could use these for projects. 
and the content of the· broadcasts 
should be of interest to Baha'i chil· 
dren's teachers. Some communities 
might be able to interest local radio 
stations in doing the series as a pub· 
lie service. 

Orders for copies should be sent 
to Mr. Loweli Johnson, 315 S. Beech 
Street, Apt. 8, Syracuse, New York. 
A sample script will be sent on re· 
quest. The cost for the series of 35 
is $15.00. Mr. Johnson informs us 
that all orders from Baha'is will 
be filled and the money sent to help 
liquidate the deficit in the National 
Fund. If possible, orders should be 
received before September first. 

"0 Son of Being! 
"I\.iy love is My stronghold; he 

that entereth therein is safe and se· 
cure, and he that turneth away shall 
surely stray and perish." 

-Bahli'u'l!<ih 



B.a.b3'is leaving the Temple after' the Commemorative Meeting, SundaYt July 9. 

Centenary of the Martyrdom of the Bah 
The Baha'i House of Worship pro

vided the ideal setting for the pro
gram carried out on Sunday, July 
9th in commemoration of the Cen
tenary. The "Holiest House of Wor
ship in the Baha'i World" bestowed 
its own special blessing upon the 
great gathering of some five hun· 
dred Baha'is convened in Foundation 
Hall at the hour of noon, to see the 
Portrait of the Bab which the Guard
ian made a most precious gift and 
trust to America in 1944. 

This meeting. drawn together spir. 
itually by the sublime nature of the 
occasion, realized anew its grandeur 
when the Guardian's cablegram, 
shared with the "assembled repre· 
sentatives (of) American Baha'i 
Community gathered beneath (the) 
dome (of the) most Holy House (of) 
Worship (in the) Baha'i World" his 
"feelings (of) profound emotion 
evoked (by this) historic occasion. PO", 

This reading followed a brief period 

of silence for individual use of the 
Daily Prayer. ,. 

Baha'u'llab's Tablet of Visitation 
(Prayers and Meditations, pp. 310-
313) . intensified the emotions to the 
degree of awe and exalted rever
ence. 

Then, after the Portrait was 
placed on the rug-covered speakers' 
table, flanked by red roses, row by 
row the friends quietly filed before 
the Portrait to !behold the leatures 
and likeness 01 the M;artyr-Prophet 
whose mission inaugurated the 
world era in the life of mankind. 

When the last row of Baha'is had 
resumed their seats, the gathering 
departed from the FOWldation Hall 
and entered hy the outside steps the 
auditorium of the House of Worship. 
Here, though the evidences of con
struction were so apparent, the in
terior ornamentation had been com
pleted to a point where the beauty 
of the finished design impressed the 
hearts. Indeed, an architectural 
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sketch of the completed auditorium 
in color, had been placed outside th~ 
Foundation Hall before noon, that 
the friends might better visualize 
what the auditorium will be when 
completed early in 1951. 

In this remarkable theatre, signi
fying both the majesty of the Faith 
and the sacrificial efforts of the be
lievers, the second part of the Cen
tenary program unfolded: Readings 
from the BaM'i Sacred Writings con
cerning the Station and Martyrdom 
of the Bah. Seven readers presented. 
these selections: Tablet of Al';Lmad; 
Prayers and Meditations by Baha~ 
'u'llah, pp. 272-276; Some Answered 
Questions, pp. 30-31; Words of the 
Bab and of 'Abdu'l-Baha from Dis
pensation of Bahci.'u.'llcih, pp. 35-36, 
p. 34; Gleanings from the Writings 
of Bahci'u'I1<ih, pp. 291-293; G~e_anings 
from the Writings of BaluiVU<ih 74-
75, 144-146; Prayer revealed by the 
Ba b, j. Is There any Remover of Dif
ficulties"; Prayers- and, Meditations 1 

pp. 84-86. The spirit of worship sus
tained the gathering throughout these 
readings, evoking power to realize 
the meaning of these Holy Words and 
to reconsecrate oneself in service 
to 50 holy a Faith. 

The readings form ~a gemlike com
pilation which any believer may 
from time to time ponder for him
self, renewing faith and steadfast
ness whenever the world seems too 
violent and chaotic to be overcome 
and transformed. 
(*Cablegram reproduced in July is
sue of BaM'i News) 

Public Meeting 
At 3:30 p.m. the Baha'is recon

vened in Foundation Hall for the 
public meeting. The estimated at
tendance of believers and non·be· 
lievers was about nine hundred. Sel
dom has Foundation Hall held a 
larger gathering. 

Miss Elsie Austin. presiding, gra
ciously welcomed the visitors in the 
name of the Baha'is. She stated the 
purpose of the Centenary. the sig
nificance of the Martyrdom of the 
Bab, and relerred to the Centenary 
meetings being carried out in all 
parts of the world. 

As Chairman Miss Austin then pre~ 
sented the three speakers: Dr. G. A. 
Borgese, of the University of Chi
cago, member of the Committee to 
Frame a World Constitution, and Di
rector of the magazine Common 
Cause; Mrs. Dorothy Beecher 
Baker, long time member of the Na-
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tional Spiritual Assembly r worker 
for unity. who has traveled wIdely 
and lectured throughout North 
America? South America and West
ern Europe; Mr. William Kenneth 
Christian, member of the National 
Spiritual Assemb1y. on the faculty 
of Michigan State College, writer, 
former member of the editorial staff 
of World Order Magazine. 

Dr. Borgese, the first speaker, had 
assigned to him the topic, llA Cen
tury of Crisis", which he developed 
with a rare gift of spiritual culture. 
He expressed his appreciation of the 
high honor of addressing this audi· 
ence. Stressing the fact that the 
world crisis has deepened in recent 
weeks, Dr, Borgese pointed out that 
one cannot sharply differentiate be
tween political, economic and scien
tific factors in explaining the crisis. 
Among the points he emphasized 
were: (1) the rise of nationalism 
recognizing no superior sovereignty; 
(2) the effort made by Napoleon to 
bring about Unity by conquest under 
France, and the effort of the COn· 
certed European Powers to realize 
peace throughout the continent
both efforts frustrated by the power 
of nationalism; (3) the industrial 
revolution, making for further de
marcation between wealth and pov
erty. 

The popular and democratic rev
olutions of 1848 were suppressed. 
The Manifest by Karl Marx called 
for a more radical revolution. The 
national governments eventually 
grew stronger as result of the popu
lar revolutions. 

In 1859 Darwin's Origin of Species 
explained evolution as a result of 
natural seleetion. Evolution, the 
speaker declared, has Ibeen the real 
religion of our age. The concept led 
to two divergent theories-Nietche's 
progress through violence; and the 
more diffused ideal of progress 
through cooperation. 

The universality of humanism fell 
into fragments, and knowledge be
came specialized and departmented, 

In 1857 the French poet Baudelaire 
published FleuT~ du Mal which 
undermined all idealism in art and 
culture, Tolstoy's What Is Art also 
attacked culture by making art a 
function of social theory where it 
can be controlled by a powerful 
state. 

The greater the crisis, Dr. Bor
gese pointed out, the deeper our 
search for a remedy. Search has 
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taken several different directions: 
1. To review the past, 
2. To create a new synthesis in 

the present. 
He termed the different activities 

of life, art, industry, etc., the limbs 
of one tree (religion). The present 
century is trying to universalize re
ligion. Tolstoy, for example, wanted 
to purify Christianity t and Gandhi 
emphasized for Hinduism the ele· 
men t of brotherly love. 

Dr. Bor gese concluded his presen
tation with a reading from the 
Guardian's "Goal of a New World 
Order" and the nine texts carved 
over the Temple entrance doors. 

Mrs. Bakert speaking on the sub
ject "The Martyr-Prophet of a New 
World Faith", paid tribute to Dr. 
Borgese as an educator who is pro
moting universal concepts of hu
manity. 

"We stand today with all the Pro· 
phets of old." 
.. Developing her theme the speaker 
with poise, clarity and winning grace 
depicted the mission of the Bab, 
comparing· it with episodes in the 
life of Christ and other Manifesta· 
tions. Step by step Mrs. Baker pre· 
sented the persecution, exile and im
prisonment inflicted. upon the Bah, 
culminating in His. execution in Ta
briz on July 9, 1850. His challenging 
world mission as the sym'bol of the 
oneness of the Prophets; His call 
to regeneration of character and re
newal of faith, and to the teaching 
of unity, resounded through her 
words in the hearts of the hearer, 

The text of Mrs. Baker's address 
is here summ arized: 

,jIn that marketplace of Tabriz we 
can see again the sacrifice of all the 
Prophets. We know the forty years 
in the wilderness, the burden borne 
by Moses, the Law-giver. We stand 
at the foot of the Cross and note 
that the rahble cast lots for the 
clothing of a lordly King-unseeing, 
unable to pert::eive the beauty of His 
radiant Light. We stand, too, beside 
the Prophet of Arabia who, even in 
His flight from Mecca to Medina, 
presaged an age of glory, and whose 
years of persecution made Him one 
of the greatly loved Prophetic Fig· 
ures of the ages. 

"The Bab was nobly born, I want 
you to see Him as a person slight 
of -build, fine of feature. He bore a 
tranquillity and kingliness unlike 
common men and was recognized 
wherever He went as One "Who was 

Dr. G. A.. Borgese. of the Ulliversl:t,. or 
Chicago, guest speaker at the NatJoaal 
Commemorative meeting of tbe Martyr-

dom of the Bab. 

different. Through His mild influ· 
ence, raising His hand in quiet and 
natural worship He seems to send 
for\!1.an a1n).o.§t.$ordJ~s~ JlQY'{.!'r at 
first that, like a sea of light, hegins 
to transform His native land. Shaken 
to its very depths Persia rises to op· 
pose Him. 

;;The most striking thing, as we 
look back upon the life of the Bab. is 
its likeness to the Prophets gone be
fore Him, and more especially to 
the life of Christ. 

~~Jesus promised universality of 
truth. And so the Bab, who, speaking 
of the love that every one of these 
Luminaries bears, said: {If all the 
trees were pens and all the seas 
were ink it would not suffice to ex· 
press the love of one of them for the 
other.' 

"One last sign of likeness-the 
fall of the Roman empire is like the 
fall of the Qajar dynasty of Persi~n 
kings, and all their system with 
them. 

"Vle who live in the West may 
build a bridge. a bridge two thou· 
sand years long, and step across it 
into an hour of passion to be suc
ceeded by a fresh victory of eternal 
truth. Bearing fruits of culture it 
cannot stop until it spells out the 
permanent peace that every heart 
in this noble Templet and in every 
Temple, seeks today_ 'It is the hour 
of unity among the sons of men.' " 



The third topic, "A Century o! 
Spiritual Revival''. assigned to Mr. 
William Kenneth Christian, was de· 
signed to balance the subject ex
pounded by the first speaker by 
showing the significance of the Mis
sion of Baha'u'llah and the Baha'i 
teachings and institutions on which 
the hope of universal religion and 
world order is based. 

His address, scholarly and c~n
vincing is summarized in the fol
lowing key passages: 

"We live in a world aligned into 
opposing armed camps. 

"In the past fifty years a world 
revolution has been carried out. This 
is the revolution in the nature of 
time and space. The inner and outer 
life of men and women can never be 
the same as it has been in the cen
turies preceding our own. The peo
ples of the world have been thrust 
together. We live in one world wheth· 
er we like it or not. 

"We may react to this condition in 
one of three ways. First, we may con
centrate on ourselves. We may try to 
carryover the methods and institu
tions of the past and make them 
fit new conditions. l'he third way 
is to build a new world society found
ed on the principle of unity. 

"Baha'is know where they are go
ing. Their goal .was set a century 
ago before the present world need 
became obvious. This goal came into 
being through the teachings of Bahil
'u'lhih. It was the Bab who prepared 
the way. 

"Baha 'u 'llilh wa s the only out
standing leader of the Bab's Faith, 
who was not mowed down. His for
ci ble exile proj ected the F ai th into 
the arena of the world. 

"A new life is, in this age, stirring 
within all the peoples of the 
earth . . . . They that are intoxi· 
cated by self-deceit have interposed 
themselves bet\v"een it and the Di
vine and infallible Physician." 

uBaha'u'llah spoke with the au
thority which comes from God. He 
declared to the nations that the 
burden of armaments was too griev
ous a weight for the people. He 
urged the rulers to meet together 
and lay the found a tions for a' world 
government. The principles, the 
laws. and the social institutions cre· 
ated by Baha'u'lhih are for the pur
pose of building a urn ted world 
Which can provide justice for all its 
members. The key principle is the 
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oneness of mankind. 
"A religious world order, On the 

grass roots level of society, is tak
ing shape. 

"Have you the courage and the 
vision to take the outstretched hand 
of Baha'u'Uah and join with those 
who are dedicated to building a d.i
vine world order of hum an society?" 

The Shrine and Gardens 
At 5:30 p.m., after the public meet· 

kg, the believers gathered once 
more in Temple Foundation Hall. 

This meeting I concluding the Cen
tenary program, had been arranged 
at short notice in order to proj ect 
the moving picture film which the 
Guardian had sent from Haifa as 
one more contrihution to the Cen· 
tenary celebration. 

The showing of the films was pre· 
ceded by the reading of a letter 
written by Mr. Ben Weeden from 
Haifa describing the progress of con
struction work on the Shrine of the 
Bab. (See ihe Weeden report in this 
issue.) 

The film, a c'omposite of numer
ous selected views, created as a 
whole an intensely interesting pic
ture of the Shrines and gardens al 
th,,· Bahit'! ··WOrld ··"Certt1!r" "-' the 
Guardian's own project carried out 
at the spiritual heart of the Faith. 

It is not possible to reproduce 
these vivid photographic scenes in 
words. For the Baha'is present it 
was no less an experience than a 
psychic transportation to Haifa and 
'AkIta to see with their own eyes 
«hat has been done since the days 
of the Master to glorifY the remains 
of Baha'u'llah, the Bab, the Master 
and members of the Holy Family, 
and prepare the way for the building 
of the internationa.l institutions of 
the Faith to be centered in that holY 
region. The power of the Guardian
ship, his Vision, his superhuman toil, 
was realized as seldom before. 

The final note wa s also sounded by 
Shoghi Effendi in the reading of his 
ca1blegram addressed to the believ
ers through all' National Spiritual As
sem blies, announcing the termina
tion of the initial step of construction 
of the "domed structure designed 
(to) embellish (and) preserve (the) 
Bab's sepulchre on Mount Carmel." 

"The hour (is) ripe," the message 
continued, (to) undertake (the) pre
liminaries (for the) erection (of the) 
octagonal first unil (of the) super
structure ... 
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"(1) appeal (to) entire body (of) 
believers (10) seize (ihis) priceless 
opportunity (to) stimulate (the) un
foldment (of) this process through 
generous, sustained contributions 
(for the) furtherance (of an) en
terprise transcending any national 
institution whether Hazira or Mash
riqu'l-Acjj)kar, reared ·(in the) pasl 
or (in) process (of) construction. 

"The hour (is) propitious . . . . 
(to) repay part (of ihe) infinite debt 
(of) gratitude owed its martyrs, 
through hastening (the) conclusion 
(of the) holiest enterprise since (the) 
daVilIl (of the) Revelation .... "* 

Thus for the believers this Centen
ary is not merely a recalling, no 
matter how reverently. of a great 
Event which took place one hundred 
years ago: it is an occasion on which 
we are challenged to carry forward 
the work of an ever-living and Di
vine Faith. 

Centenary Pamphlets 
Since this description is in tended 

to record all elements of the CeJllte
nary as observed nationally by the 
American Baha'is, reference is 
made to the two pamphlets pub
lished recently as Centenary litera
ture. 

The first publication is The Ma.r. 
tyr-Prophet of a World Faith by Wil
liam B. Sears, telling the story of 
the Bab for a western public. 

The second publication is the 
world survey compiled by the 
Guardian with data reporting the 
spread of the Faith from 1844 to 
1950. entitled The Baha'i Faith-
1844-1950. 

"This cable, dated July 7th at Haifa, 
appeared as an insert in July Baha'i 
News. 

In Memoriam 
Mrs. Marie Steins, Milwaukee, Wis. 

5-HHill 
Mrs. Lida McCarrol, Flint, Mich. 

5·31-50 
Miss Peggy Brooks. West Englewood, 

N.J. 6-12-50 
Mr. Charles Whittenbaugh, Cedar 

Rapids, Iowa 5-27-50 
Mrs. Georgia Ralston, San Francisco, 

Calif. 6-14-00 
Mrs. P. L. Reed, Los Angeles, Cali!. 

6-20·50 
Mr. A. Frank Hoffman, Cincinnati, 

Ohio 5~24-50 

"Knowledge is one of the greatest 
benefits of God. To acquire knowl
edge is incumbent on all." 

-Baha'u'lltih· 
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European Teaching Conference 
Plans Announced 

Our Europe an goal·countries are 
in the throes of preparation for the 
Third European Teaching Confer
ence to be held at the International 
High School in Elsinor. near Copen
hagen, from Monday, July 24, to 
Thursday night, July 27, and to be 
followed immediately by the First 
European Teaching Committee Sum
mer School opening Friday morning, 
July 28 and finishing Sunday eve
ning, July 30. The translation Com
mittees in the different countries 
have been working hard on the 
translation of the Conference Book 
and to get the key-note addresses 
and the Summer School material 
ready in the different languages. It 
is felt that this preparatory work is 
a considerable advantage and wil1 
greatly facilitate the discussion and 
bring forth a more thorough and sat
isfactory consultation. 

A Unity banquet will be held at 
the International School on Wednes
day, followed by a Fellowship eve
ning during which, in addition to 
hear.ing the representatives from tb.e 
different countries, the friends will 
have the privilege to hear some of 
the rare few older Baha'is attending 
the Conference who personally knew 
and met the beloved Master, 'Abdu'l
Baha. such as Corinne True. Laura 
Barney and Mason Remey. Moving 
pictUres of the Geneva and Brussels 
Conferences and of other Baha'i 
occasions will also be shown. 

The arrangement for the Public 
meeting on July 27 will call for a 
departure by motor-coach Thursday 
noon for Copenhagen which will al
low an hour's _sightse€ing in the city 
before going to the Garden-Tea as 
guests of Mme. Deleuran. The group 
will then be taken from Hellerup by 
boat through some of the canals to 
the National Museum in Copenhagen 
where the public meeting will be 
held at 8 P.M. The return to Elsi
nor after the meeting 'Will be made 
by motor-coach. 

tract and prepare applicants more 
effectively and to produce communi
ties better qualified to act with 
unity, courage and understanding, 

All classes of the European 
Baha'i Summer School will be held 
at the InteIi1ational People's College 
in Elsinor. It is significant that 
Martha Root, described by the 
Guardian as the "archetype" of 
Baha'i Itinerant Teachers, has, in 
past years, attended this institute 
and given several talks there. 

The last evening, Sunday, will be 
devoted to "Goals Ahead," at which 
time the Conference will be sum
marized and the essential objectives 
and goals ahead thoroughly en
graved in the hearts and minds of 

all participants, so that, returning 
home, they will be able to mirror 
forth and retlect a true spirit of ma
turity and inspire all those with 
whom they come in contact. 

A large attendance is expected at 
the Copenhagen Conference. Two 
Committee members: the Chairman, 
Edna True, and Dr. Katherine True 
have sailed to Europe on June 27 
with their mother, Mrs. Corrine 
True. Other believers attending the 
Conierence and assi!;ting in the 
teaching _ work of some of the goal 
countries include: Mildred and Raft 
Mottahedeh and their children Peri 
and Roy. Beatrice_Ashton, Katherine 
McLaughlin and her daughter, Wal
ter Deppe, Eva Mae Barrow, Ruth 
and Bishop Brown and Charlotte 
Linfoot. 

The intensive work in preparation 
for the Third European Teaching 
Conference has. in no way interfered 

The Summer School immediately 
following will concentrate on the fol
lowing subjects: Administration, the 
Covenant and Teaching. Workshop 
techniques will be used to deepen 
the knowledge and render the teach
ing activities more effective and 
fruitful, enabling the believers to at- Work:m.a.D truckiDg east stoDe iDto the TempJe. 



with the activity and steady prog
ress of the lac al and region al ex
tention work in the different coun
tries. A steady increase of declara
tions has been flowing into the ETC 
office; as latest: 2 new believers in 
Naples, making nine. thereby enabl
ing a Spiritual Assembly to be es
tablished there on April 21 next; two 
enrollment cards from Florence, 
Italy, (this commlUlity will now also 
be able to form a Spiritual Assem
bly next April); 7 new believers in 
Copenhagen, increasing the com-

o munity to 30 believers t From Switz
erland: "Four Spiritual Assemblies, 
four groups and one isolated be
liever-showing nine flags On the 
map of Switzerland] U From Luxem
bourg: "An indication of the interest 
of these devoted friends is the fact 
that almost the entire community 
have made reservations to .. be pre
sent at the Copenhagen European 
Teaching Conference and Summer 
School." Belgium has published its 
first monthly Baha'i Newsletter re
flecting their intensive activity and 
spirit of initiative. 

The Committee has asked Rita 
Van Sombeek to serve as a full time 
pioneer when she returns to Europe 
the last of August. Her past experi

·ences should make her very valua
ble in the European Teaching field_ 

As a matter of record we would 
like to report that 4 Baha'i mar
riages so far have taken place in 
Switzerland: 

Hubert Matthias and Louise Baker 
were married in Bern, June 11, 1948; 
Friedrich Schar and Olga Spreng 
were married in Bern, July 9, 1948; 
Manutcher Bahi and Renee Vuichet 
were married in Geneva in 1949; Dr. 
Manutcher Zabih and Margot Gfro
rer were married in Basle, April 2~ 
1950. 

-EUROFEA....~ TEACHING COMMITTEE 

"0 Son of Spirit! 
"There is no peace for thee save 

by renouncing thyself and turning 
unto Me; for it behoveth thee to 
glory in My name, not in thine O\\o"n' 
to put thy trust in Me and not in thY: 
self, since I desire to be loved alone 
and above all that is." 

-Bahci.'u'lIcih 
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Inter-America Work Moyes Forward 
The Inter-America Committ'ee is 

happy to annotUlce that Mrs. Doro
thy Campbell, Miss Lydia Martin~ 

and Dr. Sarah Pereira have arrived 
on Latin soil and are taking up their 
summer task of holding Conference 
!nstitutes in Mexico and neighbor. 
mg countries. Miss Evelyn Larson 
will jOin them in a few days; Mrs. 
Katherine McLaughlin plans to 
spend part of July and August in 
Jamaica, and Mrs. Ruth Blackwell 
expects to immediately take up a 
five month post in Haiti. This 'bevy 
of pioneers bids fair to set on fire 
the northern area with the °heat of 
the Covenant" which~ with lessons 
prepared for a mOre prolonged study 
of the Institutions of the Faith, will 
provide the springboard for a year 
of study and a ttr a chon. 

The Committee would like to share 
with the friends in brief an outline 
of the teaching plan for the year in 
Latin America. The emphasis fol
iows three seasons, and moves from 
deepening of the existing group" to 
fireside attraction and finally a pub
lic campaign, without a lessening at 
any point of the deepening and pre
paratory process begun. 

Summary 
A. August Institutes. 

1. lVlaterials and Basis. 
a. North American Institute 

Book and additional preparatory ma~ 
terial, designed to produce enthusi
asm for, and understanding of their 
fulfillment in the election of twin 
National Institutions in April. 

h. Basis of selections and 
classes, the statement of Shoghi Ef
fendi, April 19, 1949: "After all, the 
paramount duty of deepening the 
spiritual life of these newly fledged, 
these precious. and. highly .esteemed 
co-workers, and of enlightening their 
minds, regarding the essential ver
ities enshrined in their Faith·, its 
fundamental institqtions, its history 
and genesis-the twin Covenants of 
Baha'u'llah and of 'Abdu'l-Baha~- the 
present administrative Order, the fu
ture World Order, the Laws of the 
Most Holy Book, the inseparable in~ 
stitutions of the GuardIanship and 
the Universal House of Justice, the 
salient - events of· the Heroic and 
Formative Ages of the Faith, and its 
relationship to the Dispensations 
that have preceded it, its attitude 
toward. the social and political or-

ganizations by which it is sur
rounded-must continue to consti
tute the most vital aspect of the 
great spiritual crusade launched by 
the champions of their sister Repub
lics in the south." 

c. Divisions of the conference ma
terial for presentation: 

(1) Introduction; Teaching in 
the Divine P~an. 

(2) The Major Covenant of God_ 
(3) The Laws and Institutions of 
the Most Holy Book. 

(4) The Twin Covenants of 
Bah/i'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Bah"_ 

(5) The World Order, Present 
and Future. 

(6) Your National Spiritual As
sembly and Its Convention. 

A teachers' conference was held in 
Panama, May 23~25, to study and 
discuss the presentation of these 
subjects in the summer conferences. 
Those attending were Mrs. Cora Oli
ver, Miss Elisabeth Cheney, Mrs. 
Sheila Rice-Wray, Mrs. Louise Cas
well, Mrs_ Ruth Fendell_ Mrs_ 
Natalia Chavez. Mrs. Blanca de 
Campos, Mr. Manuel Gorgas, Mr. 
Larry Kramer, and Mrs. Dorothy 
Baker. The Inter-America Commit
tee hopes to C<lnduct conferences 
with all future outgoing pioneers to 
discuss not only. the essential points 
of these presentations, but also exist
ing problems and backgrounds. 
B. The . Panel of present and imme· 
diate pioneers: 

South America: 
Venezuela: Katherine Meyer t 

Gayle Woolson, Dorothy Camp
bell. 

Colombia: Gayle Woolson, -Elise 
Shreiber_ Dorothy Campbeli. 

Ecuador: Blanca de Campos. 
Bolivia: Sheila Rice·Wray. 
Paraguay: Sheila Rice-Wray, 

Eduardo Gon~les. 
Peru: Eve Nicklin, Esteban Ca

nales. 
Chile: Alexander Reid. 
uraguay: Mr. and Mrs. Rang-

vald Taetz. . 
Argentina: Mr. and Mrs. Ed~ 

mtUld Miessler. 
Brasil: Mr. and Mrs. Edmund 

Miessier, Margot Miessler, 
Robert :Miessier, Mrs. Leonora 
Armstrong, Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Worley, Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
1'lencken. Mr. and Mrs. SyI
bert Holmes. 
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Central America and the .Antilles: 
Mexico: Larry Kramer, Sarah 

Pereira, Lydia Martin, Evelyn 
Larson. 

Guatemala and Salvador: Nata· 
1ia Chavez, Dorothy Campbell, 
Maria Riviera. 

Honduras: Antonio Bonilla, lvlar
cia Stewart. 

Nicaragua: Katherine Col e, 
Larry Kramer. 

Costa Rica: Louise Caswell, An
tonio Bonilla. 

Panama: Cora Oliver, Elisabeth 
Cheney, Raquel Francois. 

Cuba: Ruth Moffett, Jean Silver. 
Jamaica: Katherine McLaugh

lin, Malcolm King. 
Haiti: Ruth Blackwell, Matthew 

Bullock. Amelie Bates. 
Dominican Republic: Elena 

Marcella. 

Fall 
A. Deepening Classes. 

1. Institute material in detail, with 
questions. (Material ill preparation 
in Panama.) 
B. Fireside Stimulation Campaign. 

1. Stirn ula ting Letters from C EB
MA and CEBSA; locally chosen 
teachers in addition to pioneers. 

2. Courses supplied, combining the 
NEW APPROACH TO BAHA
'U'LLAH AND THE NEW ERA 
(North American) and the course by 
Mrs. Natalia Cha,·ez. (Now in prep
aration in Lima, Peru.) 

Winter 
A. January Institutes. These will be 
week-end meetings, not lengthy like 
the summer conferences and will 
provide city-by-city intensive train
ing for election and conduct of a 
National Spiritual Assembly and the 
conduct of a Convention. (Material 
to be supplied by the National As
sembly of the United States.) 
B. Winter deepening classes with 
brief question outlines for the two 
new books released; GOD PASSES 
BY and BAHA'I WORLD COMMU
NITY. 
C. Preparation for membership, 
with new outlines for WILL AND 
TESTAMENT, DISPENSATION OF 
BAHA'U'LLAH. 
D. Public event honoring World Re
ligion Day. (Locally planned and 
conducted. ) 
E. Public campaign, country· by
country, conducted by carefully cho~ 
sen North American Itinerants. 

AUGUST, 1950 

F. Radio campaigns, (iocally con
ducted.) 

The committee believes that it 
should act on the principle of send
ing North American pioneers with 
the expectancy of remaining at least 
one vear after the election of the 
Nati~nal Assemblies, with the hope 
that self-sustaining positions can be 
obtained after the first year. 

Enrollments 
Enrollments reported by 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 

CALIF .• EI Monte !\vp. 2; Fresno 1; 
Los Ange1es 1; CONN .• New Haven 1; 
DlSTRICT OF COLUMBIA 1; ILL., 
Chicago 5; Maywood 1; MD., Baltimore 
1; MASS .• Boston 1; MICH., Lansing 1; 
NEW YORK, New York City 1; WASH._ 
Seattle 1; WIS .• Milwaukee 1; YOUTH 3. 

EllJ'oUments reported by 
Regional Teaching Committees: 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

Conn. So. New York 2 
€ENTRAL STATES 

Kan .• Mo., Nebr. 1 
Wis. 1 
Mich., 1 and 1 Youth 

WESTERN STATES 
Ore. 2 and 1 youth 
So. Calif. 3 
Alaska 1 
Ariz. 1 youth 
No. Caill., Nev. 1 

SOUTHERN STATES 
E. Division 

Del.. Md .• Dist. of Co1.mbia 1 
W. Division 

Ark., Okla 1 
Texas 1 

TOTALS: 
Adults. 33 
youth. 6 

Baha'i Addresses 

National Office: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
illinois. 

Make Checks Payable to: 
NaUonal Baha'i Fund 

Bah~'l Publh:hing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilme,.tte, 
Illinois. 

Make checks fol' books aDd pamph
Jet.s paya.ble t.o: 

Baha.'i PublishiDg Committee 

Bah~'i News Editorial Office: 
1001 W. Genesee St. 
Lansing, Mich. 

Centemzry of the Bab 
Chicago Broadcast Ju!y 8th, 3:1. 

to 8:30 over NBC's wcal outlet 
WMAQ. 

Through the assistance of Howard 
Keegan ~who directed our 1944 Cen· 
tenary broadcast over WCFL) we 
were given this time over the NBC 
statlon. 

Miss Judith Waller, head of Public 
Affairs and Education for the Na
tional Broadcasting Company, read 
the script carefully and arranged 
for the time. 

We asked Howard Keegan to do 
the narration himself, but upon the 
receipt of the script he called saying 
he didn't feel he was good enough 
and that he had taken the liberty of 
asking "one of the top-notch men of 
NBC, Arthur Peterson" to do it for 
us. Mr. Keegan suggested the back
ground music from "The Seven Last 
Words" of Christ. which was beauti~ 
fully done by the staff organist. 

(This very background music per
rni tted us to explain our conception 
of the "oneness of the prophets" to 
the director of the program and the 
organist.) 

All those taking part, which in
cluded the director of the program, 
the announcer1 organist and reader 
were tremendously moved and im
pressed. The .reader, Arthur Peter
son, could scarcely talk when we 
thanked him afterwards, and he 
said very reverently: "It was a priv
ilege. " 

Boxed announcements of the broad
cast "BAHA'i CENTENARY OF A 
MARTYRED·PROPHET" were in 
the radio columns of the four Chi· 
cago Metropolitan papers. (These 
and the Chicago publicity have been 
turned over to Richard McCurdy.) 
The four Chicago Metropolitan papers 
and the Chicago Defender carried 
write-ups of the Sunday meeting. 

Another bit of radio activity was 
the recording of the story of the 
martyrdom of the Bab, by a group of 
Baha ~is and this recording was 
broadcast over the Kenosha, Wis· 
consin station WLIP on Monday eve
ning, July lOth at 6:15. The Kenosha 
friends told us that the station man
agement WiilS very pleased with the 
recording when it was run before~ 
hand and no doubt we will have 
more to report about this later. 

Those taking part were: Alan Mea 
Cormick. Larry LaRocque, Rouallah 
Zagapur: Milton Heath and Bernice 
Buettner. 



From Baha'i News Bulletin published 
by the NSA of the Baha'is of Australia 
.and New Zealand, February, 1950, No. 23. 

(The following is the body of a 
paper prepared by J,1r. Bertram 
Dewing and delivered at one of the 
sessions of the fourteenth Yerrinbool 
Summer School.) 

On the grounds that it is being 
practical, errors in behaviour are 
often made by one believer to an
other. No matter how stoutly the 
-claim to be impersonal might be, 
these errors remain what they are
backbiting, unkind criticism, hasty 
judgement due to anticipating in· 
sincere motives and not knowing the 
facts, personal prejudice and all the 
rest. 

The very characteristic in a fellow 
believer that we do not like, is the 
very one, quite likely, that enables 
him Or her to do their best work. 

Would you have an American be· 
have like an Oxford Don, or an 
Englishman gesticulate like a 
Frenchman, or the Frenchman be· 
come staid like a Dutchman? They 
would all become ineffective. 

And so it is with personality. The 
one who is slow to "cotton on" to a 
point, thus holding things up in an 
a-ssem'bly meeting, may be extra 
sound in judgment when given time, 
and have a highly retentive memory. 
The not-very ·clever one may ha ve 
an extra spiritualising influence on 
the rest of the community. < 

The mercuric, illogical artistic 
type would be unable to produce 
works of art or think up ideas if he 
was as matter-of-fact as a stock 
broker, as some think he should be. 

. The emotional type will frequently 
do valuable work that the dignified 
one will never attempt. These people 
can often work longer and faster 
than ordinary people. They are worth 
their weight in gold. Tbey seem to 
live on their nerves and do not spare 
themselves. 

The Baha'i Faith teaches quite 
definitely - no criticism. So why 
criticise? 

Remember: 
1. Most Baha'is are doing the best 

and the one you are criticising prob. 
ably is trying the hardest of all. 

BAHA'i NEWS 

Let's Be Practical! , 
2. Could you do better or as much? 

3. Criticism dries up the fountain 
of endeavour. Show love and suggest 
kindly - start off politely. "Don't 
you think, .~. or "May I suggest 
... " Rudeness belongs to the outside 
political world, not within a Baha'i 
gathering. Most Baha'is - in fact I 
have yet to meet one who is not
are willing to learn, improve meth· 
ods, or accept constructive criticism 
if approached the right way. 

4. And do not be in too big a hurry 
to change things. Remember COlD

mittees and believers as individuals 
give great thought, perhaps over a 
period of years, to their work and 
many things are apparent to them 
that are not apparent to outsiders. 
Methods suit temperaments too, so 
be cautious or you might throw them 
off balance. 

5. The worker MUST make mis
takes. 

6. Why are you not making some 
mistakes of your own? Get busy, do 
what the Guardian says that Baha'is 
in these parts must do - teach more 
- and then you will find the other 
fellow's mistakes are not so impor
tant after all. You may not even 
notice them. 

7. Time taken up with criticism 
means that much time wasted that 
could otherwise be used in con
structive planning. 

8. Criticism, like jealousy or sus
picion, when practiced repeatedly, 
becomes a definite mental disease. 
It grows with practice and the per
son afflicted with it - this very 
practical person - is in a most un· 
happy frame of mind and usually 
shows it. To begin with, no one likes 
the over·critical who see in every 
person and in every situation only 
the bad and the incorrect. Learn to 
watch your own mental reactions. 

Yes! Lees be practical! 
And who are the practical people 

in the world? If the stoutest claim
ants are the ones, they are the poli· 
ticians, the military leaders, and all 
who dispense with the teachings of 
the Prophets. "~las Jesus a practical 
man by their standards? 

Study the life of MuI}ammed and 
you will see how the Holy Prophet 
conceded when the practical ones 
said "Stand firm:~ and He stood firm 
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\vhen these same ones said: "Be 
cautious~" His greatest SUccesses 
invariably followed these episodes. 
After conceding every point at the 
signing of the Treaty of Uddabivvah 
with the Meccans, He was f~~ed 
with the unanimous revolt of his in. 
dignan t followers who left Him to 
lead prayers alone. Later, when this 
same treaty resulted in vast num. 
bers of new converts, they were 
forced to admit they were wrong. 

And Baha'u'IHh? Was He being 
practical when He left His most 
precious family in the ·care of His 
arch·enemy Subhi Azel and dis· 
appeared into the wilderness of Sulhi. 
maniyyah? Nor was it very practical 
by material standards to rej eet the 
attractive offer of sanctuary by the 
Russian minister thus choosing to 
remain with His persecuted fol
lowers. 

To these and cowttless other epi
sodes may be added those of a sim
ilar nature in the lives of the Bab 
and 'Abdu'l-Baha. Yet the courses 
of action taken by them is proof of 
their spiritual station. 

The fruit of consultation and col
lective thought is often just this type 
of guidance. Pause, therefore, before 
critiCising administrative decisions 
because the collective wisdom is 
bound to be greater than the vnsdom 
of one, and who dare say: "My wis
dom is "greater than theirs, I know 
better?" 

And the facts? What makes you 
think the facts upon which you base 
your decision to criticise, are com· 
plete? 

Forgive the use of the second per
son, but this COncerns the lifeblood of 
progress in the Faith and the use of 
this pronoun makes emphasis easier. 
Absence of right to criticise does 
not mean absence of right to suggest, 
comment, or question. It is what is 
in the heart that COtults with God. 

Let us cqncern ourselves with the 
broad vision and the rest will follow. 

(Foomote continued fTom page 1) 

wishes to know whether one of the 
prayers used for the departed is to 
be read only when those present are 
all Baha'is, or whether its use is 
unrestricted. like other texts. This is 
the prayer appearing on pages 70, 
71 and 72 of Baha'i Prayers.1> 
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Two Important Pamphlets 
The Baha'i Faith, 1844-1950; Infor

mation Statistical and campara tive', 
compiled by Shoghi Effendi. This 36-
page pamphlet is a mine of informa
tion about the history and grov,rth of 
the Faith. Believers will find it handy 
for quick, personal reference. This 
would also make an excellent item 
to present to public and college 
libraries. Per copy S.25. 

The Martyr-Prophet of a World 
Faith is a new pamphlet written by 
William B. Sears for the Centenary 
of the Bab's Martyrdom. This is a 
dramatic telling of the story of the 
life of the Bah. Twenty pages with 
stiff cover. Per copy $.15; for orders 
of 50 copies or more, the cost is $.10 
per copy. 

Memorial Contribntions 
June 1950 

A. Allen, Dr. William Young; Ashley, 
Della Gust; Ashley, John Pritchard. 

B.. Bab. The; Benedict, Carrie E.; 
Benedict, Sewell; Braun, Conraa; Braun, 
Elizabeth; Brooks, Peggy. 

C. Coney, lvI. R. 
lJ. Davis, Thos. GlUllling; Dobbins, JOY 

Rose. 
E. El!enbein, Celia; EUenbein, Samuel. 
F. Fi eldman, Solon. 
G. Gibis, Vincent A.; Guinzburg, 

Mamie; Guinzburg, William. 
H. Hansen, Hans P.; Harris, A. 0.; 

Heiskall, Rolland; Haensel, William E., 
Sr. 

I. Ioas, Charles; Ives, Howard Colby. 
:1. Johnson, Joseph. 
K. Kasab, Mathew; Kelsey, Mr. Ed· 

ward E.; Kelsey, Mrs. Edward E.; Krag· 
ness, John; Kuhlman, George. 

M. Mair, Mrs. Mathilde; Martlin, 
Isaac B.; Matthison, Mrs. Hanna; Max~ 
fiE"ld, Mrs. Helene Bagg; Miller, Lester 
R.; Morgan, Charles L.; Movius, Mrs. 
Mary Rumsey; :Myers, Edward A. 

llie. McConaughy, Henry; McFarland, 
H. F.; McFarland, Ona P. 

R. Roberts, Faye; Robinson, Marion 
E.; Rodgers, Alice; Rowland, Ezra 
Augustine. 

S. Sawyer, Joseph Jefferson; Schott, 
Marv Lois; Seiner, Mrs. Helene: Simp· 
son, ~ Euclid G.; Stearns, John;' Stern, 
Sydney. 

T. Thrum, Thomas G. 
l.T. UHrich, Mrs. W. E. 
V. 'de Vere, Adrienne. 
W. v..-ratson, Evelyn; \'\t'esterman, Mrs. 

Corinne; Wigfall family; Wittenbaugh, 
Charles; Wright, Henry Otto. 

CORRECTIOS 
Mrs. Kalsar Sarosh Irani (previously 

listed as Mrs. Xaisar Sarosh Irani.) 
June, 1950 

AcGUST, 1950 

Contributions from Assemhlies 
for the Month of June, r950 

Alaska - Anchorage. Arizona - North 
Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson. Arkansas -
Eureka Springs, Little Rock. Califol'llia 
- Alhambra, Berkeley, Beverly Hills, 
Bl!rbank. Escondido TI.\'p., Fresno. Glen· 
dale, Glendale Twp., Inglewood, Long 
Beach, Los Angeles, Monrovia, Monro· 
via Twp., Oakland, Oceanside" Palo Alto, 
Pasadena, Sacramento, San Bernardino, 
San Diego, San Francisco, San Mateo, 
Santa Barbara, Santa Monica. 

Colorado - Colorado Springs, Denver. 
Connecticut - Greenwich, New Haven. 
Dist. of Columbia - Washington, Florida 
- Jacksonville, Miami. Georgia - Atlan· 
ta, Augusta. Hawall - Honolulu, Maui. 
Idaho - Ada COWlty, Boise. DlinQis -
Batavia, Champaign, Chicago, Danville, 
Evanston, Maywood, Oak Park, Peoria, 
Springfield, Urbana, Wilmette, Winnetka. 

Ind.ia.na - Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend. Iowa. - Cedar Rapids, Wa
terloo. KaDsas - Topeka. Louisiana -
New Orleans. Maine - Eliot, Portland. 
Ma.ryland - Baltimore. Massachusetts -
B€verly, Boston, Springfield. Michigan -
Ann Arbor, Flint, Grand Rapids, Lan
sini', Muskegon. 

:\[:innesota. - Duluth, ~inneapolis, St. 
Paul. Mississippi - Jackson. :n.lissouri
Independence, Kansas City, St. Louis. 
Monlana - Great Falls. Nebraska. -
Macy, Omaha. Nevada - Reno. New 
Jersey - Dumont, East Orange, Engle
wood, Jersey City, Newark, Ridgewood, 
Teaneck. New :n.lexieo - Albuquerque. 
New York - Binghamton, Buffalo, Gen
eva, Jamestown, Mount Vernon, New 
York, Rochester Syracuse, Waterloo, 
Y"nkers. 

North Carolina. - Greensboro. North 
Da.kota - Fargo. Ohio - Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton, Lima, To
ledo. Oklahoma - Oklahoma City. Ore--.<
bon-Astoria, Portland. Pennsylvania -
Philadelphia, Scranton, West Chester. 
Rhode Island - Providenc e. South CarGo 
lina-Greenville, Columbia. South Dako· 
tao - Sioux Falls. Tennessee - Mem
phis, Nashville. Texas - Houston, San 
A.ltonio. 

'Jtab - Salt Lake Cit~~. 'Vermont -
Brattleboro. Virginia - Alexandria, Ar
lington. Washington - Kirkland, Monroe, 
Rkhmond Highlands, Seattle, Spokane. 
W('st 'Virginia - Charleston. Wisconsin 
- Kenosha, Madison, Milwaukee, Ra
ch~e, Shorewood (May and June), Sam· 
ers Twp., Wauwatosa. Wyoming - Lara· 
mie. 
Total number 01 Assemblies 
Assemblies contributing 
Assemblies not contributing 

. .167 
....... 142 

... 25 
Groups contributing 53 
Individuals contributing ............. 155 
Specia1 contributions: 

Baha'i Congress in Peru. 
NSA of Baha'is of Australia & New 

Zealand. 
Baha'i Assembly of City of Adelaide, 

Australia. 
Madison Baha'i Children's Garden. 

Bahi 'j News is published. by the 
National Spiritua1 Assembly of ibe 
Baha'is of the United States as the 
oflicfa1 news--letter of the BahA'i 
Community. 

Edited for the NaUonal Spiritual 
Assembly by Baha'i News EdJtor
ial Coonmlttee: Mrs. Roberta 
Christian. chairman. Mr. Rlcbard 
Nolen, Mr. GordoD A. Fraser, 
EdJtorial office: Mrs. Roberi& 
Christian, 1001 West Genesee St.. 
Lansing, Mich. 

Please report chances of address 
and other matters penainJ.D.g to 
distribution to the BLbi'f National 
Office, 536 Sheridan Road, WU
mette, minois. 
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;;The utterance of God is a lamp, 
whose light is these words: Ye are 
the fruits of one tree, and the leaves 
of one branch. Deal ye one with an
other with the utmost love and har
mony, with friendliness and fellow
ship ... So po\verful is the light of 
unity that it can illuminate the whole 
earth. ,. 

-B.-rnA'·U'LLAlr 
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1. Partial view of Ute east and norih facade of the Shrine of the Bib. 

A Worthy, Five.Fold Offering 
A Message from the Guardian 

July 5, 1950 

Dearly beloved co-workers: 

The first half of the two-year aus
terity period, inaugurated at so anx
ious an hour in the fortunes of the 
second Seven Year Plan, ha 5 been 
successfully traversed, and deserves 
to be regarded as a memorable epi
sode in the history of the Faith and 
the wlfoldment of the Plan in the 
North American continent. An effort, 
prodigious? nation-wide, sustained, 
and reminiscent in its heroism and 
consecration? of the immortal ex
ploits of the Dawn-breakers of the 
Apostolic Age of the Baha'i Dispen
sation, has been exerted by their 
spiritual descendants, in circum
stances which, though totally differ
ent in character, are yet no less 
challenging and fOT a cause as meri
torious-an effort that has indeed 
cutshone the high endeavors that 
have distinguished for so long the 
record of service associated with the 
American Baha'i Community. All of 
its members who have participated 

in this collective undertaking should 
be heartily congratulated, particu· 
larly those who, ;by their acts of self
abnegation. have emulated the ex~ 
ample of the heroes of our Faith at 
the early dawn of its history. The 
entire Baha'i world is stirred when 
contemplating the range of such an 
effort? the depth of consecration 
reached by those who have partici~ 
pated in it, the results it has 
achieved, the noble purpose it has 
served. My heart overflows with 
gratitude for the repeated evidences 
Gf worthiness demonstrated by this 
generous-hearted, valiant and dedi
cated Community which has, no 
matter how onerous the task, how 
challenging the issue, how distract· 
ing the external circumstances with 
which it has been surrounded, never 
shirked its duty or hesitated for a 
rnoment. 

The high water-mark of so gigan
tic an exertion, however, still re
mains to be reached. The year now 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Teaching in Africa 
July 5, 1950 

"Feel moved appeal (to) gallant, 
great-hearted American Baha'i Com
munity (to) arise (on the) eve 
(of) launching far-reaching, historic 
campaign ;by sister Community (of 
the) British Isles (to) lend valued 
assistance (to the) meritorious en
terprise undertaken primarily (for 
the) illumination (of the) Tribes (of) 
East (and) West Africa, envisaged 
(in the) Tablets (of the) Center (of) 
the Covenant revealed (in the) dark
est hour (of) His ministry. 

"(I) appeal particularly (to) its 
dearly· beloved members belonging 
(to the) Negro race (to) participate 
(in the) contemplated project mark
ing (a) significant milestone (in the) 
world-wlfoldment (of the) Faith, 
supplementing (the) work initiated 
fifty years ago (on the) North Amer
ican continent, forging fresh links 
binding (the) American, British 
(and) Egyptian Communities (and) 
providing (tl!e) prelude (to the) full
scale operations destined (to) be 
lauoched (at a) later period (of the) 
unfoldment (of the) Divine Plan 
aiming (at the) conversion (of the) 
backward, oppressed masses (of 
the) swiftly·awakeoing continent. 

"Though such participation (is) 
outside (the) scope (of the) Second 
Seven Year Plan, (I) feel strongly 
(that the) assumption (of) this 
added responsibility (for this) dis· 
tant vital field (at) this crucial chal
lenging hour when world events 
(are) moving steadily towards (a) 
climax and (the) Centenary (of the) 
birth (of) Baha'u'lIah's Mission (is) 
fast approaching, will further enno
ble (the) record (of the) world-Em
bracing tasks valiantly uodertaken 
(by the) American Baha'i Commu
nity (and) constitute (a) worthy re
sponse (to) 'Abdu'l-Babit's insistent 
call raised (on) behalf (of the) race 
He repeatedly blessed (and) loved 
so dearly (and) for whose illumi-· 
"ation He ardently prayed (and) for 
whose future He cherished (the) 
brightest hopes.?' 

(Signed) SHooHI 
Cablegram received August 5, 1950 
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entered, ushered in and consecrated 
by the Centenary of the tragic exe· 
cution of the Martyr-Prophet of our 
Faith, and packed with poignant 
memories of the persecutions of Zan· 
jan which stained its history a hun
d.red years ago and carried its for
tunes to almost its lowest ebb, and 
were a prelude to the most ghastly 
holocaust ever experienced by its 
followers, must witness as it rolls 
forward to its close, a still more 
striking demonstration of the tenac
ity of the members of this Commu
nity, a still nobler display of acts of 
self~5acrifice, a still more inspiring 
manifestation of solidarity. and evi
dences of a grimmer determination, 
cf a greater courage and persever
ance in response to the triple call 
of this present hour. 

The vital needs of the most holy 
House of Worship reared in the serv
ice, and for the glory of the Most 
Great Name, though virtually met, 
still require the last exertions to en
sure its completion as the hour of its 
jubilee approaches. The Latin-Amer
ican enterprise, initiated thirteen 
years ago, and marking the initial 
collective undertaking launched by 
the American Baha~i Community 'be
yond the confines of the Great Re
public of the West, and under the 
mandate of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine 
Plan, still in a state O!f emergency 
and rapidly advancing towards its 
initial fruition, demands unrelaxing 
1ilgilance, and calls for still more 
strenuous exertions and self-sacri
fice on the part of those who have 
so enthusiastically em barked upon 
it, who have so conscientiously and 
painstakingly shephered it along its 
destined course and throughout the 
early stages of its unfoldment, and 
who are now. as a result of their 
ceaseless exertions, witnessing the 
first efflorescence of their mammoth 
pioneer labors. The construction of 
the Superstructure of the Holy Sep
ulcher of the Blessed Bab, now, at 
this anxious and urgent hour, super
imposed on the manifold responsi
bilities shouldered by members of 
the American Baha'i Community, af
fording them the first historic oppor
tunity of directly sustaining, through 
their contributions, the most sacred 
enterprise ever undertaken in the 
history of the Faith, the first and 
most holy edifice reared at its world 
center, and the initial international 
institution heralding the establish
ment of the supreme Legislative 
Body at the World Administrative 
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Center, requires the immediate and 
sustained attention of the members 
of a community whose destiny has 
been linked, ever since its inception, 
with the various stages marking the 
rise and consolidation of this di
vinely appointed, unspeakahly holy 
Enterprise. 

The hour is critical, laden with 
fate. Responsi!bilities numerous and 
varied, as well as urgent and sa
cred, are crowding, in quick succes
sion, upon a community youthful 
and valorous in spirit, rich in exper
ience, triumphant in the past, sen
sible of its future obligations, keenly 
aware of the sublimity of its world 
mission, inflexibly resolved to fol
low with unfaltering steps the road 
of its destiny. The world si tua tion 
is perilous and gloomy. Rumblings 
from far and near bode evil for the 
immediate fortunes of a sadly dis
tracted society. The Second Seven 
Year Plan is now approaching its 
conclusion. The Centenary of the 
Martyrdom of the Bab with all its 
poignant memories is upon us. We 
are entering a period crowded with 
the centenaries of the direst calam
ities - massacres, sieges? captivi· 
ties, spoliations and tortures involv
ing thousands of heroes - men, 
women and children - the world's 
greatest Faith has ever experienced. 
Another Centenary commemorating 
an event as tragic and infinitely 
more glorious is fast approaching. 
Time is short. Opportunities.. though 
multiplying with every passing hour, 
will not recur, some for another cen
tury, others never again. However 
severe the challenge, however mul
tiple the tasks, however short the 
time, however somber the world out
look, however limited the material 
Te-sources of a hard-pressed adoles
cent community, the untapped sour
ces of celestial strength from which 
it can draw are measureless, in 
their potencies, and will unhesita
tingly pour forth their energizing in
fluences if the necessary daily effort 
be made and the required sacrifices 
be willingly accepted. 

Nor should it be forgotten that in 
the hour of adversity and in the very 
midst of confusion, peril and uncer
tainty, some of the most superb ex
ploits, noising abroad the fame of 
this Community have been achieved. 
The construction of the superstruc
ture of the Ma:illriqui'I-AQbkar dur
ing one of the severest depressions 
experienced ,by the people of the 
United States in this century; the 

inauguration of the first Seven Year 
P1 an on the eve of and durin g the 
anxious years preceding the second 
world conflagration; its vigorous 
prosecution during its darkest days 
and its triumph before its conclu
sion; the launching of the European 
campaign on the morrow of the most 
devasting conflict that rocked the 
continent of Europe to its founda
tio~ - these stand out as shining 
eVIdences of the unfailing protection 
guidance and sustaining powe~ 
vouchsafed its members, so readily 
and so a bundan tly, in the hour of 
their greatest need and danger. 

To consolidate the victories won 
and reinforce the foundations of th~ 
unnumbered insti tu tions so diligently 
established, in the North American 
continent; to rear the twin pillars 
of the Universal House of Justice in 
Latin America, with their concomi
tant administrative agencies tunc. 
boning in no less than twenty Repub
lics of Central and South America: 
to maintain in their present strength 
the strongholds of the Faith in the 
ten goal countries. of Europe; to 
complete the interior ornamentation 
of the first MaIDriqui'l.Acjbkilr of the 
West, and its Mother Temple, in pre
para tion of its jubilee; to assist in 
the erection of the superstructure of 
a still holier edifice, envisaged hY 
its Founder and established by the 
Center of His Covenant on God's 
holy mountain, at the very heart and 
center of our beloved Faith, would 
indeed constitute, by virtue of their 
scope. origin and character. embrac
ing three continents and including 
within their range the world center 
of the Faith itself, a worthy, befit
ting five-fold offering placed on the 
Altar of the Faith of Baha'u'llah, on 
the occasion of the centenary of the 
!birth of His Mission by a community 
which, more than any sister com
munity, in East or West, has con
tributed, since the inception of the 
Formative Age of His Faith to the 
enlargement of its limits, the rise 
and establishment of its Administra
tive Order and the spread of its 
fame, glory and power. 

That this community may in the 
course of these three corning years~ 
discharge its five-fold task - nOW 
assuming, through the stress of cir· 
cumstances? still vaster proportions, 
and in vesting itself with still greater 
b1essedness and merit, than orig
inally envisaged - with a spirit out
shining any hitherto shown in the 
course of its half-century steward-



ship to the Faith of Baha'u'llah, is 
lIlY most fervent wish and the ob
ject of my. special and ardent 
prayers at this time when my heart 
and mind are fixed upon the suffer
ings and passion of the Bab On the 
occasion of the Centenar;y of His 
Martyrdom. 

Your true brother 
(Signed) SlIOGm 

Compilation on the Covenant 
and Admjnistration 

'This announces for purchase by 
Assemblies and individual believers 
the "Compilation of Excerpts on the 
Covenant and Administration" pre
pared by a committee of the Na· 
tional Spiritual Assembly for use in 
Conference Institutes. 

This material has been issued in 
order to stimulate more effective 
teaching. It is no longer possible to 
finance pioneers and settlers for loc
al commWlities threatened with loss 
of Assembly status, therefore each 
community must assume more di
rect responsibility for teaching ap
plicants and enrolling new beli verso 

The Compilation has been prepar· 
ed for special use In two-day Insti· 
tues led by some believer who has 
been trained for this pW'pose or who 
has prepared himself for conducting 
the local Institute. The Area Nation
al Teaching Committees and Reg· 
ional Teaching Committees have 
been planning and carrying out such 
Institotes throughout the country. 

Now each believer may have a 
copy for himself. 

The sections include: Teaching, 
The Covenant, The Will and Testa
ment of 'Abdu'I·Baha, The Adminis· 
trative Order of Baha'u'llah, The 
History of the Baha'i Faith, Key to 
References. 

Any believer who really assim
ila tes these ere ati ve Words and ex
planations is equipped to fulfil his 
divinely appointed mission as a 
teacher in this Day. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
wishes -believers to attend Institutes 
in accordance with plans reported 
by the various Teaching Committees. 

Mimeographed book, paper cover, 
90 pages of text. Price per copy, 
postpaid, $1.25. 

Order through Baha'i Publishing 
Committee, 110 Linden Ave., Wil· 
mette, TIlinois. 
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2. View showing northea.st curved corner and north facade Df arcade. Note ceniraJ 
pane-I of nortlJ fac:ade which faces the sea and Acre. 

Completion of the Arcade of the Shrine 
of the Bah 

by B&N D. WEEDEN 
At three-thirty o'clock in the after

noon on May twenty-ninth. ni~eteen 
hundred and fifty. the last stone was 
placed in pOSition in the huge cor
ner panel at the southeast corner of 
the arcade about the Shrine of the 
Bab on Mount Carmel. It was only 
a small stone, being about a foot 

long and ten inches in width, trian
gular in shape, but how filled with 
import the setting of it was! The 
placing of this small stone brought 
to a close the first stage in the con
struction of One of the most mag
nificent and important edifices in the 
world of today and the long long 
tomorrow of the future. 
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3. View showing" arcb. pilasters, capita1s and panels on east side of :northeast curved 
COrDer. The :fi..rUres, left 19 right, are: Enpneer H. Markowicz, the engineer; and 
Professor, Dr. E:agjDeeriDI:'. H. Nemnann of the Hebrew Teclm:ical College, the 

e».«ineer. 

You know something of the extra
ordinary conditions eXisting at the 
World Center when our beloved 
Guardi an sent M r. Maxwell to Italy 
to arrange for the nearly eight hWl· 
dred tons of stone to be used in com
pleting the arcade. You know some
thing of the many difficulties tha t 
have been encountered and over
come. t..l)at are so reminiscent of 

every great forward step taken in 
the advancement of our beloved 
Faith. An attempt has been made in 
reports to picture something of the 
splendor and beauty of the edifice 
conceived by Mr, Maxwell and 
brought into reality through storm 
and stress under the sure guidance 
of the Guardian, up to and includ
ing the large mosiac panels of the 

balustrade. You must be anxious to 
know something of the great and 
tall COrner panels and the jewel of 
splendor the magnificent central 
panel, a gem of great price set in 
the diadem of our arcade. 

Those towers of massive strength, 
the concave curved corners are most 
fittingly crowned by curved panels 
rising nearly nine feet in height, and 
tapering to a point. The central 
stone, weighing over a ton and a 
half, has a large oval of Ugo Vert 
marble set into it upon which is 
mounted the Greatest N arne in the 
calligraphy used on our ring stones 
done with a special gold-fired bronze. 
This green oval is wreathed in a 
simple floral design. The upper por
tion of the panel tapers to a point 
with finely carved wings diminish
ing in size to make a fitting frame 
for the carving over the oval that 
adds so much to the strength, dig
nity and harmony of these four im-' 
mense corner panels. The dignity 
and majesty of these curved corner 
panels are enhanced by the simplic
ity of the square panels with their 
cover stones of quiet leaf-fluting 
which flank the curved sections. 
These square panels have their cen
If -, cut back in two steps taking 
a ,y any feeling of weight and this 
inset carving is so finely pro
portioned in size and depth that 
these panels become the perfect 
union between the beautiful mosaic 
panels of the sides and the imposing 
curved panels at each corner. 

The central panel, set in the bal
ustrade of the north facade which 
faces Acre and overlooks Mount Car
mel Avenue, is a true crown jewel. 
Its center is a great five foot circle 
resting between two quarter panels 
each having carved upon them an 
exquisitely designed floral "B" with 
backgrounds of light green mosiac. 
The great circle has a huge nine 
pointed star of dark green marble 
set in it upon which is mounted the 
Greatest Name done in gold-fired 
bronze and in the persian calligra
phy so familiar to all Baha'is. From 
the nine pointed star radiate carved 
rays of Chiampo stone having a back
ground of bright gold mosaic; all be
ing enclosed in a narrow band of 
dark green Ugo Vert marble. The 
cover stones for this glorious panel 
are harmoniously carved to make a 
perfect setting for this truly inspiring 
masterpiece. This central panel is 
truly a Masterpiece, and perhaps 



something more for as one views it 
there is a glow and radiance about 
the nine pointed star that does not 
come from just the white stone and 
gold mosiac. There is a golden aura 
that is a sign and a promise of the 
Golden Age our beloved Faith is to 
bring to the world. 

And now, dear Friends, the frag
mentary saga is gceat, a momen
tous and significant step forward in 
our beloved Baha'i Faith, must con
clude. The real evidence of the great
ness of this step initiated :by, in
spired by and which has been com
pleted under the guidance of our be
loved Guardian, now stands in all 
its majesty and glory in the Baha'i 
Gardens, also created by our Guard
ian, on the side of Mount Carmel, the 
most holy mountain - the arcade 
about the Shrine of the Bab. It is the 
initial sta ge in the erection of the 
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glorious edifice which is always to 4. View of the southwes' curved corner panel aDd west. facade from the terrace south 
guard and protect the sacred build- 01 the Shrine 01 \he Bib. 
ing 'Abdu'l-Baha caused to be reared 
under terrible adversity, on the spot 
designated by Bahil'u'llah as the final 
resting place for the Sacred Remains 
of the Bab and within which He. 
'Abdu'l-Bahi>., placed those Sacred 
Remains with His own loving hands. 
It is to be remembered that this in
spiring edifice will ever stand as a 
shining light for all the world to glory 
in. 

Mayall Bah .. 'is pray for the ear
ly completion of this so significant 
and vital mansion of glory, and then 
may you all behold it in its won
drous splendor. 

Madam Khan 
··Profoundly grieve passing 

beloved, distinguished, staunch, 
great-hearted handmaid (of) 
beloved Master. Praying fer
vently (for) progress (of her) 
soul (in) Kingdom. Her reward 
assured. Loving sym pa thy. " 

(signed) SHOGm 
(Cablegram received by Miss 
Hamideh Nabil June 27, 1950) 

In Memoriam 
Mr. Frederick G. Hale. Milford, Mass. 

May 9, 1950 
Mme. Florence Khan, New York, N. Y. 

June 24, 1950 
Mrs. Anna Good, New York, N. Y . .Tuly 

9,1850 
Mrs. Bertha H. Grant, Portland, Ore. 

April 30. 195<) 
Mrs . .Julia Nurnberger, San Francisco. 

Calif. July 4, 1950 
Mrs. Emma Jensen, Somers Twp., Wis. 

July 31, 1950 

Main portion 01 the cenlro. panel ta.keD jU5t bel...., belD&" ..,. in positiML 

"Know Thou that Prayer Is 
Indispensable and Obligatory" 
When one of the early believers in-

quired of 'Abdu'l-Baha what wisdom 
there is in prayer t the Master re
plied (BWF, p. 368): "0 Thou spiri
tual friend! Thou hast asked the wis
dom of prayer. Know thou tha t 
prayer is indispensable and obliga
tory. and man under no pretext 
whatsoever is excused from per
forming the prayer unless he be 
mentally unsound, or an insurmount
able obstacle prevent him. The wis-

dam of prayer is this: That it caus
eth a connection between the serv
ant and the True One ... " 

Now in this period of dedication~ 
task and test, the National Spiritual 
Assembly appeals to the friends for 
a new, a pure and supremely de
voted practice of individual prayer. 

The "connection between the serv
ant ahd the True One" is our only 
hope today. All else save this un
dergoes destruction in the Day of 
God. Human powers become inef
fective. Civilization is impaired in its 
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struggle for survival of institution 
and tradition. But the world of 
'prayer and meditation is a new cre
ation. It interpenetrates the worlds 
of thought, feeling and will, una s
sailable in the integrity bestowed 
upon it by God through His Mani
festation. 

Let us experience anew, each for 
himself, how prayer confirms faith, 
strengthens personality. exalts con
sultation, releases happiness in asso
ciation with other Baha'is, sharpens 
the intelligence for the performance 
of work, and blesses with inspira
tkm unexpected and otherwise Wlat
tainable. 

In prayer we recognize perfect 
equality, realize the grace offered 
us in being created, rise above envy 
and suspicion, and enj oy the free
dom of the Kingdom. Fear of death 
disappears. Conviction in the com
plete triumph of the Baha'i Faith 
guides us and guards us througb the 
dark labyrinth in wbich the old or
der traps the souls who seek a vic
tory of this world over God. 

Are you too old. too ill, too unpre
pared for conspicuous Baha'i proj
ects? What project can be assigned 
by any Baha'i institution so glorious 
as the project of prayer assigned to 
every believer by the True One? In 
this spiritual assignment we serve 
all projects and are part of all ac
complishment! 

The Baha'i community needs you. 
The call has sounded from on high. 
Delay not. With radiant spirit arise 
as a soldier in the army of the Lord 
of Hosts! 
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Ways to Teach 
Our local communities are like in

stitutions for research and experi
ment. No two are alike in capacity 
or opportwri ty. Their diversity is a 
sign of the new order where unity 
repudiates uniformity and thereby 
reveals the infinite resources of the 
Kingdom. 

Desire to proclaim the Faith is not 
enongb. The wish must find fulfil
ment in action. Action in turn needs 
method. The comination of intention, 
actien and effective plan produces 
results. 

From time to time the National 
Assembly learns of new and ingeni
ous methods by which a believer or 
a local AssemblY is bringing the 
Faith to public attention. 

The Boston Assembly has recently 
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Progress of Temple Interior Construction. as of July 31. 1958, showing that the 
major stone-placing work Min to be done is that of the dome itself. 

sent a clipping from White Rio;er 
Valley Herald. It is a public notice 

B " "In Memory of Pearl Aaron owen 
with a quotation from words of 
'Abdu'l-Baha. The signature of the 
notice is Aaron E. Bowen, a Boston 
believer. 

Perhaps the method ha,s been used 
before. Whether or not, it is an ad
mirable way to publicize the teach-
ings. . .. 

An individual believer. recelvmg a 
request from his college alumni a~
sociation for news, included his 
Baha'1 connections in the data sub
mitted. 

A vi tal function of tbe Nineteen 
Day Feast is to stirn ula te the flow 
of ideas, plans and reports of new 
teaching methods from members of 
the community. When the local As
sembly records these, consults about 
them and makes use of the most 
effective ones, it proves that it is a 
living organism. a Wlity and not a 
mechanism. Having no clergy, the 
Faith can draw upon all individual 
experience and devotion. 

,-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 

Calendar 
Feasts: Sept. 8, 'Izzat. Might 

Sept. 27, Ma:miyyat, Will 
NSA Meeting: Oct. 20, 21, 22 

Convention Recommendations 
(Concluded) 

1. That the Convention recommend 
to the incoming National Assembly 
that it appoint a committee to study 
teacbing methods in order to bring 
about a better organization of our 
teaching efforts. This committee to 
work in cooperation with the exist
ing Area National and Regional 
Teaching Committees and make a 
report of its findings not la ler than 
December 31, 1950. 

VOTED TO RECORD THE FACT 
THAT THE APPOINTMENT OF 
THE PROJECTS DEVELOPMENT 
COMl\lITTEE FULFD..LS THE ES
SENTIAL PURPOSE OF TIllS REC
OMl\lENDATION. 

2. That the incoming National As
sembly find some means of esta b
lishing a clearing house for clippings 
and publicity bearing on the F ai th, 
which would be made availa'ble to 
the Area National and Regional 
Teaching Committees and Assem
blies. 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT THE 
PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
AT PRESENT IS CARRYING OUT 
THIS FUNCTION TO TIlE EXTENT 
POSSIBLE UNDER TIlE ELIMINA
TION OF ITS CURRENT BUDGET 
AND REPORTS FROM TIME TO 
TIME IN BAHA'I NEWS OUT-



STANDING REFERENCES TO THE 
FAITH IN CURRENT PUBLICA. 
TIONS. 

3. That the National Assembly 
have the Regional Teaching Commit· 
tees organize teaching classes so that 
we may use new and unused believ· 
ers. 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT THE 
CONFERENCE INSTITUTES CUR· 
RENTLY BEING ARRANGED BY 
ANTC's AND RTC's ARE DESIGNED 
TO FULFILL THIS FUNCTION. 

4. That the National Assembly take 
fro m California their idea of asking 
all the Baha';s in the country how 
they became believers. 

VOTED TO RECORD NO ACTION 
TAKEN ON THIS RECOMMENDA· 
TION. 

5. Recommen$i to the incoming Na~ 
tional Assembly that due to the ex
tensive areas of the Western States 
a regional committee be formed in 
a single state when the need occurs, 
with one youth being a member of 
the adult Regional Committee, and 
one adult on the youth Regional. 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT THE 
NEED FOR ADDITIONAL REG· 
IONAL TEACHING COMMITTEES 
IN ANY AREA IS DETERMINED 
BY TIlE AREA NATIONAL TEACH
ING COMMITTEE OF THAT RE
GION AND THAT IT HAS BEEN 
TIlE POLICY OF TIlE NSA TO 
ACCEPT SUCH RECOMMENDA
TIONS WHEN MADE BY TIlE 
AREA COMMITTEES. DURING 
THE CURRENT YEAR SEVERAL 
REGIONAL COMMITTEES WERE 
ESTABLISHED IN INDIVIDUAL 
STATES ON RECOMMENDATION 
OF TIlE ANTC. 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT IN 
APPOINTING BOTH REGIONAL 
TEACHING COMMITTEES AND 
YOUTH AREA COMM]TTEES THE 
NSA FOLLOWED THE POLICY 
SUGGESTED IN THE ABOVE CON. 
VENTION RECOMMENDATION TO 
THE EXTENT POSSmLE. 

6. That the recommendations of 
the National Youth Committee, as 
presented by the Committee, be 
adopted by the Convention as recom· 
mendations to the incoming National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

VOTED TO RECORD THE VIEW 
OF THE NSA THAT THE APPOINT· 
MENT OF AREA YOUTH COMM]T· 
TEES FOR TIlE CURRENT YEAR 
CARRIED OUT THE ]NTENTION 
OF THE RECOMMENDATION OF 
THE NATIONAL YOUTH COMMIT-
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TEE. ]T IS THE VIEW OF THE NSA 
THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
YOUTH REGIONAL COMMITTEES 
SHOULD BE DEFERRED UNTIL 
THE NUMBER OF BAHA'I YOUTH 
]NCREASES. 

7. That the delegates vote to dis· 
continue the Youth Advisory Coun
cil, in view of the experience of this 
year. 

VOTED TO RECORD THAT THE 
ACTION OF THE NSA ]N CREAT. 
ING THE AREA YOUTH COMMIT
TEES EL]M]NATES THE YOUTH 
ADVISORY COMM]TTEE. 

8. That we recommend to the Na
tional Assembly that a single Na· 
tional Teachlog Committee be estab· 
lished. That the functions of this 
committee be creative in char acter. 
That the Area Teaching Committees 
be retained as a vi tal link between 
the National Teaching Committee 
and the Regional Committees. 

VOTED TO PUBLISH IN BAHA'I 
NEWS THE FOLLOWING EXPLA
NATION OF THE ACTION TAKEN 
BY THE NSA ON THE ABOVE CON
VENTION RECOMMENDATION: 

IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE TIlE 
MAJOR PURPOSES OF TmS REC
OMMENDATION WITHOUT SET. 
TING UP A THIRD LEVEL OF AD. 
MIN]STRATIVE AUTHORITY, TIlE 
NSA HAS APPOINTED A PROJ. 
ECTS DEVELOPMENT COMMIT. 
TEE WHICH ]S DESIGNED TO 
CARRY OUT TIlE MAJOR PUR. 
POSES CONTAINED IN TmS 11'10-
T]ON THROUGH RECOMMENDA
TIONS TO THE NSA OF IDEAS 
AND PLANS FOR USE ]N PROC
LAMATION AND CONSOLIDATION 
OF THE FAITH. 
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Mrs. Florence Holsinger salled on Ma.y 
2, 1951 on the Oslofjord 1:0 pioneer in 

stockholm. 

Bahi.~i News is published by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of tile 
Baki-'is of the "United States as the 
official news--letier o.f Ole Bab.i'i 
Communliy. 

Edited for the National Spiritual 
Assembly by Bah."'i News Editor
ial Committee: Mrs. Roberta 
Christiaa. ch.a.irntaa,. Mr. Richard. 
Nolen, Mr. Gordoa. A. Fraser. 
Editoria.l office: Mrs. Roberta 
Christian,. 1081 West Genesee St., 
Lansing, Mich. 

Please report changes of address 
and other matters pertaining to 
distribution to the BaW..'f National 
Office, 536 Sheridan Road. Wi):. 
rneUe, DIinois. 

Latin American News 
Pioneer Preparation: 

The Inter-America Committee has 
begun i3. series of conferences for 
outgoing itinerant teachers and res
ident pioneers, with the purpose of 
reviewing together some of the fol
lowing committee information and 
questions of importance: 

Our Goals and Teaching Plan. 
Materials for Teaching. 
Current Literature and Its Uses. 
Attitudes in Pioneering. 
Special Problems of the Pioneer. 
Present-day conditions, country by 

country. 
First to attend the series were 

Kathleen McLaughlin, Evelyn Lar· 

son. and Ruth Blackwell, who car· 
ried on summer projects in Ja .. 
maica, Mexico, and Haiti, respec
tively. Their conference dealt chief
ly with the treatment of the sum
mer Institutes and specific prob
lems of these three countries. 

Invited to attend the second con
ference, held August 26·27, were the 
friends who had plans tentatively 
worked out to set out in the fall. 
Some of these were: 

Amoz Gibson, student in Univer
sity of Mexico: chairman of the As
sembly of Washington, D.C. 

Charles Ioas~ possible resident in 
Mexico for the practice of his pro-
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fession. 
Jean Silver, to take 

in Cienfuegos, Cuba. 
Aug. 31.) 

up her post 
(To Leave 

Louise Groger, pioneer to Punta 
Arenas, Chile where Alexander Reid, 
a pioneer from Santiago, has estab
lished his medical practice, in a city 
of only nine believers. This is the 
southernmost outpost, and dear to 
the Guardian's heart. (Expects to 
leave Aug. 31.) 

Frances Stewart, itinerant teach
ing. The public work for which Mrs. 
Stewart is so eminently fitted is one 
of the great needs of the year. 

Loulie Mathews, itinerant teaching 
in the Islands; schedule to follow the 
needs rather than a fixed plan. 

Malcolm King, Jamaica the first 
destination, possibly to transfer 
later. 

Matthew Bullock, Haiti in Decem
ber, concluding work begun last 
year. 

Nancy Ray, first experience as a 
pioneer, and hoping to go soon. 

Eve Nicklin, veteran pioneer, vis
iting her homeland for the first time 
in nine years of outstanding service 
in Lima, Peru. (Expects to return 
Aug. 31.) 

Flora Rottes? former pioneer to 
Balivia and Uraguay, and Gwen 
Sholtis, pioneer to Venezuela, Dom
inican Republic, and Bolivia, were 
invited to be on the program. 

New Moves: 
Unable to come east for a confer

ence with the committee, Robert 
Gulick and Johnny Eichenauer set 
out for Mexico City early in August, 
for the Mexico City Institute and 
visits to Puebla. Dr. Edris-Rice
Wray has returned to her post at 
San Juan, Puerto Rico, after a year 
in Ann Arbor. Elise Schreiber has 
taken a school pOSition in Bogota, 
Colombia, and Ruth Blackwell has 
begun her work in Haiti. Mrs. Mar
cia Stewart Atwater has purchased 
property near Tegucigalpa, Hondur· 
as, and plans to make it her per
manent home. 
Transfers: 

Sheila Rice-Wray has been trans
ferred from Central America to far· 
off Asuncion, where an emergency 
election must be held in November 
by permission of the Guardian. for 
a local spiritual assembly, since 
Paraguay would otherwise lack rep
resentation at the historic first 
South American Convention. Mr. 
and Mrs. Edmund Miessler, pi(J-
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neers to Sau Paulo, have been tem
porari1y transferred to Argentina, 
and have beglUl teaching in Buenos 
Aires, Cordoba, and Rosario. 

Latin American Teachers: 
Among the South and Central 

American friends, a number have 
arisen to serve in achieving the 
goals of the year; among them Mar
got Worley, and Aurea Cooper who 
will conduct the Institutes of Brazil. 
Mrs. Worley plans to travel exten
sively through Brazil. Mr. and Mrs. 
Rangvald Taetz have gone forth 
from Sa u Paule to pioneer in U ra
guay. the second country caned up
on to raise up an emergency assem
bly in November. Esteban Canales 
will . work shoulder to shoulder with 
Sheila Rice-Wray in Asuncion. An
tonio Fillon is scheduled for teach
ing projects throughout Chile. Blan· 
ca de Campos of Panama has 
offered her services to Ecuador, and 
Antonio Bonilla will assist in Hon
duras and in Guatemala, where 
Maria Rivera worked so valiantly 
until taken ill in the summer. El 
Salvador is to be the scene of the 
activities of Natalia de Chavez this 
fall. And we should not close the 

list of these dedicated Latin Amer
ican believers who have left hearth 
and home to serve, without mention 
of Mary Binda, recently one of the 
pioneers to Venezuela, who has 
come north to serve in Wilmette as 
secretary of the Inter-America Com
mittee, and to form yet another link 
between the hearts of those serving 
in the northern and southern hem
ispheres. It is a symbol of our unity 
that Elizaheth Cheney, on the other 
hand, was requested this year by 
CEBMA, the Teaching Committee of 
Central America, Mexico, and the 
Antilles, and is acting as their sec
retary in Panama. CEBMA's elect
ed chairm an is also an exchange of 
talent, for Cora Oliver, a North 
American, holds that position. 

The newlY completed Spanish In
stitute Book, entitled, El Plan Div
ino, arranged for class use, with 
questions, tests, and maps, covers 
the Divine Plan, the scope of His
toric Religion, the Major Covenant 
'f God, the Lesser Covenants of BaM
'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha, the Law 
and Institutions, and the Administra
tion of the F ai tho This monumental 
work, 166 mimeographed pages in 
length, was planned at the Teachers' 

Delegates and visitors to the fifth Baha'i CODgress. held in San Salvador this year 



Conference held in Panama in May, 
and produced by CEBMA, through 
a special committee of Elizabeth 
Cheney, Natalia de Chavez, and Lar
ry Kramer, CEBSA, the Teaching 
Committee of South America, is now 
producing fireside material for use 
with New Era, and in this Natalia 
dp Chavez collaborates with CEB
SA's Eve Nicklin, Esteban Canales, 
Mary de Beckett, and J osefina Ka
wamota, CEBSA also plans chil
drens' courses and books, with Eve 
Nicklin, Mary de Beckett, Dr. Guil
lermo Aguilar, and Margot Worley 
collaborating with the committee. 
These activities give promise of 
much-needed better teaching facil
ities for all, and a system of 
exchange has been set up. The final 
teaching facility effort will include 
preparation for membership in brief 
outline form, since ir a ternity has 
been the point of entrance rather 
than knowledge at times in some 
countries. 

Goals for the Year: 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

has requested that the followiog or
der of importance Ibe observed in 
planning goals locally and regionally. 

1. First in importance: To build 
every assembly city to 15 mem~ 
bers. 

2. Second in importance: To re
stare lost assemblies and build 
promising groups to assembly 
status. 

3. Third in importance: To teach 
in cities where there may be no 
believers but enough interest ex
ists so that a study group exists 
and is continuous. Extension 
teaching should be undertaken 
only when lAC in consultation 
with CEBMA or CEBSA believes 
that it will not weaken the as
sembly city goals. 

BaM', News Mailing 
If there is more than one believer 

in your family and one copy is SUf4 

ficient, please notify the National 
Baha'i Office, listing the members 
of your family and indicating the 
one to whom it should be addressed. 
We prefer not to address it to "Mr. 
& Mrs." as this upsets our filing 
system which is used for other pur
poses besides mailing Bahli~i News. 
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First Baba.'i Spiritual Assembly of Ap'. India, April 21, 19S0. 

Annual Reports of Local Spiritual Assemblies 
1949-1950 

Following are condensations of 
Annual Reports made by Local Spir
itual Assemblies to the NSA. The 
condensations have been made by 
the Bahti'i News Committee. Up to 
the deadline for publication of this 
issue, reports had been received 
from the following assemblies: In
dependence, Mo.; Lansing, Mich.; 
Columbia t S.C.; Charlestont W.Va.; 
Astoria, Ore.; Anchorage, Alaska; 
San Francisco, Cal.; Jamestown, 
N.Y.; Butte, Mont.; Little Rock, 
Ark.; Glendale Twp., Cal.; Colum
bus, Ohio; Glendale, Cal.; Omaha, 
Neb.; Springfield, Mass.; Wauwa· 
tosa, Wis.; New Haven, Conn.; Madi4 
son. Wis.; Greensboro. N.C.; Great 
Fails, Mont.; Kansas City, Mo.; 
Boise, Id.; Atlanta, Ga.; Hartford, 
Conn.; Richmond Highlands, Wash.; 
Carmel t Cal.; and Milwaukee. Wis. 

CHARLESTON, W. VA. 
A highpoint of teaching was a one

day summer school in August using 
the following approaches to pre
senting the message: For Those Who 
Say They Love God, Those Who Can
not Accept Orthodox Religion, Those 
Who Believe In and Desire Personal 
Guidance, Those Interested in the 
Bible Covenants, Those of Christian 
Background; Those Recognizing the 

War !d's Confusion and Inability to 
Solve Problems. After supper the re
maining subjects were presented: 
Now is the Time, Life After Death, 
and Loving Baha'u'll3:h. 

Meetings were held with three out· 
of-town speakers, two books were re~ 
viewed, and four BahfJ.ti books stud~ 
ied by the community during the 
year. Twentyatwo notices of meet
ings and activities appeared in two 
newspapers and twelve mailings of 
special invitations went out. The 
NAACP meeting at which Bahiyyih 
Ford spoke was well publicized with 
her picture, posters, advertising 
and invitations, and was so well 
liked that the Baha'is were asked to 
conduct such a meeting again. 
Though only a small community, 
Charleston felt that retaining their 
center would be one of their best in4 
vestments so it is being continued. 

KANSAS CITY, MO. 
Good attendance, 9 to 11 believers 

and 1 to 6 inquirers, marked a 
weekly study class on Wednesdays, 
which took up the Verities of the 
Dispensation, the Covenant course, 
What Modern Man Must Know About 
Religion, Foundations of World Unity, 
and Questions Asked the Guides 
at the Temple. Another study class 
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was held weekly in a home and a 
Sunday afternoon class for seekers 
studied Bible symbolism through use 
of the Book oj Certitude. 

Dorothy Baker spoke at a meet
ing of 70 in a hotel and then to some 
200 in the Paseo Methodist Church. 
Olivia Kelsey gave a talk on the sub
ject, !lean the Races Live To
gether,?t 

Publicity on the study class was 
a standing weekly ad in one news
paper and further information was 
inserted when a public meeting wa 5 

approa ching. The two weekly and ODe 

daily papers caried eight free Baha'i 
articles. Besides this a telephone 
listing is carried under "Baha'i 
World Faith." 

"Little Baha'i Library" 
Publishing Announcement 

In 1942, during the war years, 
when paper shortage threatened and 
printing service became limited, the 
National Assembly determined on a 
decisive step to assure a supply of 
basic Baha'i literature for years to 
come. 

A committee compiled excerpts 
fram the words of Baha'u'llah, from 
words of 'Abdu'l-Baha, and frgm the 
Guardian's writings. These were is· 
sued in three pamphlets known as 
uSel.ected Writings/' and all three 
were offered the friends for the 
amazing price of 25c. 

This set was called the "little 
Baha'i library" because on a small 
scale it gave the substance of many 
books. 25,000 sets1 or 75,000 pamph· 
lets, were printed. Since the first an· 
nouncement, the Publishing Commit
tee has distri'buted 13,952 sets, or 
41,856 books. 

The Selected Writings provide rna· 
terial for preparing applicants t for 
conducting fireside classes, for pre· 
paring public talkS, and for review
ing one's own knowledge of the 
teachings. Many Baha'is in travel· 
ing, place one of the three pamph
lets in pocket or handbag and so are 
enabled to remain in intimacy of 
spirit with the literature, prepare a 
talk or outline, or find just the right 
passage for reading when present
ing a speaker to an audience. 

Baha. 'is who have long acquaint
ance with Selected Writings say that 
every believer should have at least 
two sets always on hand: one for 
himself and one to give away. Per 
set, postpaid, 25c. 

_BAHA'i PUBLISmNG COMMn"rEE 

SEPTEMBER, 19;)0 

GREAT FALLS, MONT. 
An advertised public discussion 

class was carried on in a home prac
tically every week of the year and 
from January to April four public 
meetings a month were held, 

Both local newspapers showed fine 
cooperation in giving space and 
choice of placement of articles about 
meetings and the Faith. At least 20 
weekly notices of scheduled affairs 
were given free and at least 28 story
type articles. The only two paid ads 
were in conjunction with World Re· 
ligion Day, but one of them was an 
entire page containing a complete 
reprint of "The Old Churches and 
the New World Faith" by George 
Townshend. The LSA purchased 1200 
copies to use as free literature for 
distribution, Radio time consisted of 
a few spot announcements on KMON 
and one 15 minute interview given 
to Reginald King. 

GREENSBORO, N. C. 
Of four public meetings, one on 

World Religion Day, one was held at 
the City Recreation Center and the 
others in the Baha'i Center with 
speakers being t Mr. and Mrs.·Harry 
Ford, Henry Broadhurst, Dr. Roy 
Williams, and the only non-Baha'i 
speaker-Rev. Charles Jones of Cha~ 
pel Hill, N.C. Several firesides dur~ 
ing speakers' visits made good use 
of their time. 

Two weekly newspapers cooper
ated in giving space for meeting an
nouncements and reporting on them 
later. Free spot announcements on 
the civic program of two radio sta
tions were given for the public meet· 
ings. 

Great help was given also to gen· 
eral teaching and deepening efforts 
by various Baha'is stopping during 
their travelS, and one couple partic
ularly speeded the confirmation of 
a new believer. 

OMAHA,NEB. 
Classe:::: for Baha'is studied "The 

Covenant," Advent of Divine Jus
tice, and Dispensation of Ba.M
'u'Hah during the year. Mrs. Cora 
Schulte gave a talk "The Black Ma
donna" at a public meeting; Mrs. 
Olivia Kelsey spoke on "Paths to 
World Peace" at the center; and 
Mrs. Margery McCormick reported 
on progress of the Temple construc
tion to the' friends, besides speaking 
on station KF AB. 

GLENDALE, CALIF. 
A total of 51 fireside meetings 

were held in different homes, with 
43 of them having public speakers. 
Attendance averaged eleven people, 
of whom three were contacts. 
Thirty·one weekly study classes dur· 
ing the year, covered three books 
and certain aspects of administra
tion and teaching. Additional study 
classes on the Dispensation. of 
Baha'u'lhih and The WiH and Testa
m ent were given for two youth and 
two inqUirers, the latter now having 
declared themselvest and one youth 
has attained his voting age. Chli
dren's c1asses weekly went over the 
simpler phases of the Faith and par~ 
ticularly explained to them the rea
son and importance of their parents 
leaving them at times to attend As. 
sembly meetings. 

PubliCity articles on firesides t 

holy days, and special events num
bered 27, and it was noted that pho
tographs of speakers are much in 
demand. In contact work, one mem~ 
per had occasion to get in touch 
with the Consul of Israel and a 
Buddhist priest. Since they are in 
Los Angeles, any further work with 
them was handed on to that com
munity. 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Study classes for the believers on 

Sundays went on continuously 
throughout the year, averaging 6 in 
attendance . Weekly classes on the 
Gteanings ran for nine weeks, with 
publicity carried on the church page 
of the two newspapers. Other notices 
of meetings were printed on an oc
casional basis though regular re· 
leases were given the papers every 
week. Only one paid ad was put in 
by the Assembly, that on the day 
before World Religion Day. 

Three panel discussions, two slide 
film programs, and book reviews of 
The Big Fisherman and The Chosen 
Highway filled the public meeting 
corner of the Columbus teaching 
program. Special anniversaries and 
Baha'i commemorations brought 
some viSitors, the best meeting be
ing a dinner during the Intercalary 
Days, with 26 attending including 
Baha'is. 

GLENDALE TOWNSIDP, CAL. 
Work in the spirit of service is 

what this group has been doing par
ticularly in the line of printing by 
one of i Is members. One hundred 
programs a month were printed for 
fireside meetings, besides letter-



heads for RTC, large quantities of 
the prayer for the Guardian and one 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 200 badges for 
Inter-Community Children's class in 
Los Angeles, 600 ,badges for three 
Regional Conferences in Los An
geles, and a typesetting job for 
Pasadena's World Religion Day pro
gram. 

Of their total of 48 firesides and 21 
classes the total of inquirers attend
ing was 304 and Bah;; 'is 690. In hand
ling feasts it was found orderly and 
time-saving to list members alpha
betically and let them take charge of 
the feast in rotation each time. Also, 
individual letters were sent to all 
the friends telling the meaning and 
function of the feasts and the respon
sibilities of the believer. 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 
Holding weekly public meetings 

throughout the year in the attrac
tive lounge of the Doctors' Clinic, 
offered at no expense, this comm u
nity used three of the meetings each 
month for audience participation, 
using the 36 lesson study outline of 
the New ETa as a guide. Attend
ance of interested seekers averaged 
5 to 7 and the meetings were very· 
popular. Several panel discussions 
and three showings of the color 
slides of the Temple and Holy 
Shrines were given. 

In radio work, over station KBYR, 
some time was given free and some 
purchased. Eight transcriptions 
from the National Radio Committee 
Were used, then an 18 week series 
of Words and MUSic using selections 
from the writings, then 20 weeks of 
Questions and Answers prepared by 
the committee, and lastly a series 
of Readings for Meditation and Re
flection. 

Four Baha'i weddings were con· 
ducted, various extension teaching 
work in many places, and several 
youth firesides and conferences took 
place with the youth bandling one 
public meeting. Combined youth and 
adult activity resulted in enrolling 
six young adults in nearby Mt. View 
and Ft. Richardson. Weekly study 
classes for children took place in 
summer months and four children's 
parties throughout the year, includ
ing an Intercalary Party where gifts 
were exchanged and they enjoyed 
songs, dances, and pot-luck supper. 

UTILE ROCK. ARK. 
In the field of teaching and study, 

weekly and later bi·weekly meetings 
were used to study the AdVent of 
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Divine Justice and the Covenant of 
'Abdu'l-Baha. Mrs. Annie Romer of 
the ANTe visiting in April, assisted 
with the study of the Covenant. 

Public meeting speakers were Mr. 
Winston Evans, Mrs. Dorothy Baker 
at the Women's City Club, and Mrs. 
Annie Romer. Various articles, paid 
ads, and pictures appeared on many 
occasions, in three different news
papers, including a special series on 
"The Way to Peace," during April 
and May in the State PTess. 

Responding to the suggestions of 
the National Library Committee, 
several New Era books were placed 
in schools, colleges, and institutions 
as well as surveying spots to place 
other books later. 
BUTTE, MONT. 

Showing his color slides of Tern
pIe, summer schOOls, and Baha'i ac:... 
tivity, George Miller helped spread 
word of the Faith through 13 meet· 
ings in Butte and out-of-state cities, 
with largest non-Baha'i attendance 

Eight of the members of the SpirltuaJ 
Assembly of Tokyo, .Japan. 

Baba~i Addresses 

NationaJ Office: 
536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Offlce: 
112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make Checks Payable te: 
National Baha.~i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Make checks for books and pa.mph
lets payable to: 

Baha.'i Publisbing Committee 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
307 So_ Prairie 
Champaign. nl. 
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of 34 by the Logan, Utah, artists 
group. 

Study classes for inquirers held 
three Tuesdays a month in the 
YMCA, took up "Essentials of the 
Baha'i Faith," The New Era and 
The Divine Art of Living. Public 
meetings, six held in a hall and one 
in a home, averaged 7 non-Baha'i 
seekers. Thirty-two firesides in vari
ous homes seemed to indicate this 
was the more popular type of meet
ing. Childrens' ciasses in the win
ter added to Baha'i subjects the 
learning of Braille so they might 
communicate with blind children. 

A week-long summer session was 
held in late July 1949 on the lawn 
of a believer'S home, where a 
large banner identiiied what went on 
and literature on the fence was avail
able to passers-by. 
JAMESTOWN, N.Y. 

This community is unique in re
porting what might be a good thing 
for all groups. The Assembly, meet
ing early in the year, reviewed min
utes of meetings of past years and 
revised or rescinded former motions, 
practices, and resolutions to bring 
Assembly activities up to present
day needs. 

Eight pUiblic meetings used outside 
speakers as well as local talent. In 
October the first area teaching con
ference was held_ Terah Smith, be
sides speaking at a public meeting, 
addressed the Unitarian Church, the 
NAACP, Rotary Club, and a fireside 
gathering. 

Publicizing the Faith were 23 news 
items, including two direct inter
views by papers; spot announce
ments and 15 minute interviews on 
radio for two speakers-Reginald 
King and Terah Smith, one result
ing in several telephone calls about 
the Faith. 

Astoria, OreI'Oll-firH LSA farmed, AprD 
21. 1950 by joint dec1.ratlon of tile nine 
members. Back row from left: Mrs. 
Ethlyn Lindstrom, Helmer LiDdstirom. 
Za.ra Dunne, Ma.jor Dunne. N olan Hayles~ 
Front.: Harvey Abel, Florence A.bel. F. 

Dave Ba.ker, Rosella HayJes. 
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Contributions from Assemblies 
for the Month of July, 1950 
Alaska. - Anchorage. Ari:lona - North 

Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson. Arkansas-
Eureka Springs (.Tune &. July), Little 
Rock. CalifOrnia - Alhambra. Berkeley, 
Beverly Hills. Burbank, El Monte Twp., 
Escondido Twp., Fresno, Glendale, Glen
dale Tv.tp., Inglewood, Long Beach, Los 
Angeles, Monrovia, Monrovia Twp., Oak
land, Palo Alto, Pasadena, Sacramento. 
San Bernardino, San Diego, San Fran
cisco, San Mateo, Santa Monica, South 
Gate. 

Colorado - Colorado Springs, Denver. 
C onnecticut-Grecnwich, Hartford, New 
Haven. Delaware-Wilmington. F1orida.
Jacksonville. Miami, St. Augustine. 
Georgia - Atlanta, Augusta. Hawaii
Honolulu, MauL Idaho - Ada County, 
Boise. Illinois-Batavia, Champaign, Chi
cago, Danville, Evanston, MaYWOod. Oak 
Park, Peoria, Springfield, Urbana, Wil
mette. WiIUletka, 

Indiana. - Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend. lowa.-Cedar Rapids, WaterR 

100. Kansas - Topeka. Louisiana - New 
Orleans, Maine-Eliot. Portland, Massa~ 
cbusetts - Beverly, Boston, Brookline, 
Springfield, Worcester (June & July). 

Micbigan-Ann Arbor, Detroit, Flint, 
Grand Rapids. Lansing, Muskegon. 
Minnesota. - Duluth, Minneapolis, St. 
Paul. Mississippi - Jackson. Missouri
Independence, Kansas City, St. Louis. 
Montana-Helena, Great Falls. Nebras
ka-Macy. New Halnpsbire--Portsmouth. 
New Jersey-Dumont, East Orange, Jer
sey City. Montclair, Newark, Ridgewood. 
Teaneck. 

New Mexico.-Albuquerque. New York 
-Binghamton, Buffalo, Geneva, Ham
burg, Jamestown, Mount Vernon, New 
York, Rochester, Syracuse, Waterloo, 
Yonkers. North Dakota-Fargo. Ohio-
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Day
ton, Lima, Toledo. Oklahoma---Qklahom a 
City, Oregon-Portland. Pennsylvania
Philadelphia. Pittsburgh, Scranton, West 
Chester. 

Rhode JsJand-Providence. South Caro
lina-Greenville, Columbia, South Dak. 
ta.- Sioux Falls. Ten:lessee - Memphis, 
Nashville. 

Texas - Houston, San Antonio. Ver
mont-Brattleboro. Vir~a--Alexandria, 
Arlington, WasbingLon - Kirkland, Mon R 

roe, Richmond Highlands, Seattle, Spo
kane. West Virginia.-Charleston. Wis,.. 
consin - Kenosha, Madison. Milwaukee, 
Racine, Shorewood, Somers Tvlp. Wau
wa tosa, Whitefish Bay. Wyommg-Lar· 
arnie. 
Total num.ber of Assemblies ......... 167 
Assemblies contributing .. 146 
Assemblies not contribUting . . . .. 21 
Groups contributing 50 
Individuals contributing ."'. . , .195 
SpeeJal Contributions 
Baha'i Assembly of City of Adelaide, 

Australia 
Baha'i Children's Class of Lakewood, 

N.Y. 
Baha'i Children's Class of Fresno, Callt. 

SEPTEMBER, 1950 

Baha'j Children'S Class of Hamburg, 
N.Y. 

Baha'i Youth 01 Wilmington, Phila
delphia & West Chester 

Baha'i Assembly of Caracas, Venezuela 

Memorials for July, 1950 
A. Altman, Mrs. Philomene. 
B. Bab; Bacon, Wendell; Battaglini. 

Catherine; Beamer, Louise Scott; Beaty. 
Emma; Bidwell, Mrs, Mary W.; Bowers, 
~dred; Bray, Joseph Grandin; Britton, 
Alice; Burch, Ann; Burghard, Joseph E.; 
Burns, Margaret. 

C. Chamberlin, Mothers of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold A. Chamberlin; Clark, Ella 
Virginia; Clark, Reuben P.; Compton, 
William; Cox, John Simmons; Cunning
ham, p. D., Jr. 

D. Dare. Elsworth; Degner, Rhea; 
Dibble, Olive; Dobbins, Joy Rose. 

E. Edge, Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin F,; 
Eisenberg, Dorothy Fieldman; Ellen
bein, Maurice; El1enbein. Mildred; EstaR 
brook, Adalbert. 

F. Fieldman, Solon; Forner, Curtis; 
Fossett, Abigail; Fossett, Horatio; Frei
tas, John. 

G. Goodman, Mrs. Goldie; Gregory, 
Mary Elizabeth; Gunderson, Mrs. Flor
ence. 

B. Hanford, Roy Edwin; Harrison, 
Bertha; Hatch, W. W.; Hopper, Guy 
Sweet: Householder, George. 

.J. Jackson, William D.; Johnson, Mar
tha Bell. 

K. Khan, Madame Florence; Keasler, 
Mr. and Mrs. John. 

L. Lewis, Beulah Storrs; Lunn, Leon. 
M. Madison, Elizabeth; Maier, John; 

Maier, Mathilda; Makins, Joseph H.; 
Makins, William; Mangels. Charles; 
Mathew, Emma; Mathews, Elizabeth; 
Meyer, Charles; Morgan, Charles L. 

Me. McCord, Mr. and Mrs. James L. 
N. Newport, Mother of Mrs, Marvin 

Newport. 
P. Page, ArthUr J.; Potts, Eugene. 
R. Ralston, Mrs. Georgia; Reed, Pet; 

Russell, Mrs. Alma K. 
S. Sawyer, Mary Ena; Schott, Philip; 

Schott. Regina; Sellers, Ens. Mack 
Claude; Shepard, Don; Simmons, Horace 
F.; Simpson, Euclid G.; Smith, Mrs, 
Paul; Stern, Roman; Stiles, Dr.; Suhm, 
John J. 

T. Talbott, M, Raynor; Taylor. Alfred 
H. (M.D.l 

U. m1rich, W. E,; Utt, Viola V. 
W. Walker, Mrs. Chaney; Ware, Miss 

Dora; Watson, Evelyn; Watson, Hallie. 

Centenary Reports 
Many reports of the local observ

ances held to commemorate the CenR 

tenary of the Martyrdom of the Bab 
have been received. A summary re
port of these will appear in the Oc
tober issue of the News. 

Marriages 
Flint. Michigan. Miss Lois G. Schmidt 

to Gordon A. Fraser on August 9, 19!)O. 

Enrollments 
Enrollments reported by 
Locial Spiritual Assemblies: 

CALIF., Long Beach 3; Los Angeles 2' 
Sa~ Bernardino 3; San Diego 1; IDAHO', 
BOlse 1; ILL., Peoria 1; IND., Ft. Wayne 
1; South ~end 1; LA., New Orleans 1; 
MD" Baltlmore 1; MICH., Flint 1; N. ;r., 
Teaneck 2; N. Y., New York City 3' 
YOUTH 6. ' 
Enronments reported by 
Regional Teachin~ CommUtees: 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

Mass" R. 1., Vt. I Youth 
Western N. Y. 1 

SOUTHERN STATES 
Eastern Division 

No. Fla. 2 
Western Division 

Ark., Okla. 2 
WESTERN STATES 

Alaska 3 
Idaho. Utah 1 Youth 

TOTALS: 
Adult-29 
Youth-8 

Important Notice 
Beginning with the October 

issue, Mrs. Eleanor Hutchens, 
307 So. Prairie, Champaign, Ill., 
will serve as chairman of the 
Editorial Committee . 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Guardian 

Madam Khan 5 
Teaching in Africa ......... 1 
"Worthy, Five-fold Offering" .... 1 

Addresses ...... ". 11 
Annual RePQrts of LSAs '.," 9 
Baha'i News Mailing 
Calendar 

9 
6 

Centenary Reports ... , .. ,.,..... 12 
Completion of Arcade ..... , . . . . 3 
Convention Recorrunendations '.. 6 
Contributions from 'Assemblies ..... ,. 12 
Covenant Compilation ...... """ .. ' 3 
Enrollments 
Latin Amer-ican News 
Marriages 

........... 12 
7 

12 
Memorials for July ...... , .... ,. 12 
Memoriam .. , .. , . . . . . . . . .. 5 
National Spiritual Assembly 

Compilation on Covenant ...... , ... , 3 
"Know Thou That Prayer" 5 
Ways to Teach 

Pictures 
Agra. India, Assembly 

......... 6 

9 
Astoria Assembly ..... . ......... , 11 
Bab's Shrine, ............. "'. 1,3,4. 5 
Mrs. Holsinger ........... "" '''''' 7 
San Salva dol' Congress .... , ....... , 8 
Temple Progress .............. , .... 6 
Tokyo Assembly .................... 11 

Publishing Announcement ............ \0 



NEWS 
NO. 236 OCTOBER, 1950' YEAR 10'7 BAHA'I ERA 

Delepte5 to t.he European Teachiftc Conference in Copeohagen. Denmark. 1950. 

Message from. the Guardian. 
to the Third Baha'i European. 

Teaching Conference 
Copenhagen, Denmark 

Extend heartfelt greetings (to the) 
attendants (at the) third EUropean 
Teaching ,Conference convened (in 
the) capital city (of) Denmark. (My) 
heart (is) uplifted (in) thanksgiving 
(to the) Martyr-Prophet (of our) be
loved Faith (on the) occasion (of 
the) first historic assemblage on 
Scandinavian soil, (on the) morrow 
(of the) centenary (of) His supreme 
sacrifice, representing diverse 
Baha'i communities (of the) eastern 
and western hemispheres. (I) joy· 
fully acknowledge (the) first evi· 
dences (of the) answer (to the) 
prayer (of the) Center (of the) 
Covenant voiced (in) His Tablet over 
thirty years ago, supplicating (that) 
holy souls be raised up (to) promul. 
gate (the) Faith (in) northern lands. 
(I) recall (with) feelings (of) pro· 
found emotion Baha~u'lli:ihfs own an
ticipation (of the) establishment (of) 
His Cause (in) lands (of the) ex· 
treme north (and) south through 
provision (in) His Most Holy Book 
(of the) specific ruling related (to 
the) ordinance (of) obligatory 
prayers. (I am) highly gratified (to) 
witness (the) far-reaching effect (of 
the) magnificent response (by the) 

American Bahati community (to the) 
memorable summons issued (by 
the) Herald (of the) Faith (in) His 
Qayyumu'l-Asma', calling (the) peo
ples (of the) West (to) forsake (their) 
homes (to) assure (the) triumph 
(of) God's Cause. (Il welcome ex· 
pansion (in) scope (of the) annual 
Conference through inauguration (of 
the) SUmmer School designed (to) 
prolong (the) sessions (of the) Con. 
ference, (to) stimulate (the) spirit 
(of) Baha'i fellowship, (to) deepen 
understanding (of the) fundamental 
spiritual (and) administrative prin· 
ciples (of the) Faith, (to) fix (the) 
pattern (of) future independent na
tional Summer Schools (in the) ten 
European goal countries_ (I) appeal 
(to the) assembled representatives 
(of the 1 goal countries and ·through 
them (to the) entire body (of) be
lievers (in the) respective home· 
lands (to) rededicate themselves (to 
the) urgent tasks ahead (in thel 
course (of the) three coming years 
falling between (the) historic Cen. 
tenaries (of the) Bab's martyrdom 
(and the) birth of Baha'u'llah's ·pro. 
phetic mission. Mindful (of the) 
struggles, sufferings (and) sacrif~ces 

(of the) heroes, saints, (and) mar· 
tyrs (of the) Faith (in the) opening 
phase (of the) ApostOliC Age (of the) 
Baha'i Dispensation; fully aware (of 
the) circumstances a !tending (the) 
launching (of the) transatlantic pro
ject amidst (the) confusion (and) 
prostration afflicting (the) war·torn 
continent; heartened (by the) signal 
initial success achieved (in the) 
years immediately succeeding (the) 
inauguration (of the) project. let 
them, undaunted (by the) perils (of 
the) progressively deteriorating in
ternational situation, pursue relent
lessly (their) allotted tasks through 
rapid increase (in) membership, ef. 
fective promotion (of the) recently 
initiated extension work, consolida
tion (of) all administrative agencies, 
energetic dissemination (of) Baha'i 
literature, closer collaboration 
(with) sister Communities (in the) 
European continent, greater aware
ness (of their) inescapable responsi
bilities, deeper understanding (of 
the) verities (of) Baha'u'll3.h's Reve
lation, (01) His Covenant, World Or
der. (and) above all. through con· 
stant daily effort aiming (at the) 
enrichment (of the) spiritual life (of 
the) individual, constituting (the) 
sole foundation whereon (the) sta· 
bili ty (of the) structure (of) every 
Administrative edifice must depend. 

-SHOOHl 
Haifa, July 20, 1950. 
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"Regard this Message as 
Addressed to Each 

One Personally" 
Cablegram from Shogni Effendi 
"(My) anguished heart (is) com

forted (by the) unnumbered mes
sages from communities, assem
blies, groups, committees (and) in
dividual American believers, replete 
(with) expressions (of) loving devo
tion, pledges (of) loyalty (to) 
~Abdu'l-Baha's Covenant, prayers 
(on) my behalf (and) assurances 
(of) rededication (in) service (to 
the) precious Faith. 

(The) triple cord bindiog me (to 
the) American Community, out
standiog io its affectionate (and) un
iai1iog support (io the) course (of) 
my almost thirty years' stewardship 
(to the) Faith (of) Baha'u'llilh, (is) 
.greatly reinforced. But for Amer
ica's multitudinous services (and) 
unparalleled record (of) achieve
ments (my) burden (of) cares both 
past (and) present (would be) un
bearable. 

Far from complainiog (of the) 
added weight (of) afflictions oppres
slng me (at) this hour (I) feel (I) 
cannot but welcome with feelings 
(of) thankfulness (and) humility 
such tribulations enabl!ng me (to) 
taste (the) cup (the) Martyr-Prophet 
(of) our beloved Faith dr aioed so 
heroically (a) hundred years ago. 

Much as I desire (to) acknowledge 
separately all messages (1) regret
fully find (the) task beyond (the) 
limits (of my) overtaxed strength. 
(1) ask dearly beloved friends (to) 
regard this message as addressed 
(to) each one personally, beariog 
(to) each (and) everyone assurance 
(of my) constant awareness (of) 
their enfoldiog love (and) unf aillng 
support as well as my everlasting 
gratitude (and) unalterable affection 
(and) immense pride (in) their un
rivaled collective share (in the) 
worldwide furtherance (of the) 
Cause so dear. so precious to us all." 

Haifa, Israel. 
September 12, 1950. 

(Signed) SHQGH[ 

Calendar 
Feast: 

October 16-'Ilm-Knowledge 
Anniversary: 

October 2t)-Birtp of the Bab. 
Work suspended that day 

Revised schedule for NSA Meeting: 
October 13, 14, 15 
November 30, December I, 2, 3. 

OCTOBER, 1950 

From the Guardian to the NSA 
These aTe excerpts from a letter from 

the Guardian through Ru~iyyih Khantlm 
to the NSA dated Jury 5, 1950; 

Your letters, and those signed by 
other members of the Assembly, 
01 September 29, 30; Oct"ber 3, 4, 
7; November 1 (three); December 
15, 1949, and January 2, 11, 13; 
February 1, 2, 15; March 2, 3, 6; 
April 21 (two); May 8, (two), 24 
(two), 25, 26; June 2, 4, 17 (three), 
18 of 1950, as well as their enclo
sures, and material sent under sepa
rate cover, have been received, and 
our beloved Guardian has instructed 
me to answer them on his behalf. 

He is very sorry that so much im
portant correspondence has had to 
wait so long for an answer. It is 
only the last two weeks that he 
has been able to take up the question 
of his mail, due to the fact that the 
very serious illness of my father, 
since April 5, has kept us all in a 
condition of confusion and suspense 
for months. As it was seemingly a 
hopeless condition, and one most 
agonizing for us all to have to 
watch, it was impossible to concen
trate for the time being on anything 
else. Thanks, however, to the mercy 
of Baha'u'llah, and the iron determi
nation of the Guardian not to allow 
the builder of the Shrine to pass 
away at this time, Mr. Maxwell is 
now recovering, and our lives are 
getting back to normal. 

During the winter, as you know, 
the Shrine work has been steadily 
going forward. This necessitated not 
only constant supervision on the 
part of the Guardian but also in
volved extensive excavations behind 
the original building in order to per
mit the arcade to fit around it. Sho
ghi Effendi himseH, in order to 
economize and ensure the work Was 
carried on in such a way as not to 
endanger the Shrine, spent many 
hours daily up in the gardens, su
perintendip_g this work personally I 
which was very exhausting for him; 
and took up, with other problems, 
all his time last winter. On the 29th 
of last month the last stone of the 
arcade was set in position, and the 
effect of the first story, now entirely 
finished, is truly glorious. 

• • • 
The Guardian feels believers de· 

siring to declare themselves are en
titled to read the full text of the 
Master's Will beforehand. and in· 
deed, they should do so. 

The increasing publiGity the Tem
ple is receiving, especially in the 
Chicago area, is very encouraging. 
Now that the arcade of the Shrine is 
finished, the believers should seek 
to get as much publicity as possible 
for this beautiful and interesting 
building, as it will serve to call the 
Faith. to the attention of many peo
ple, especially those visiting or inter
ested in Israel. 

• • • 
The Guardian regrets very much 

that he is not "ble to supply the 
friends with any new translations at 
present. The rapid expansion of the 
Cause, and the consequent tremen
dous increase in his correspondence, 
the building of the Shrine and all it 
entails, the upkeep and consolidation 
of the international Center. aU not 
only keep him constantly occupied, 
but are sapping his strength and tak
ing up all his time. 

• • • 
The Guardian considers it imma

terial whether you use the term 
"Persia" or "Iran". 

Regarding Mr. -' s bequest to the 
Temple: your Assembly should in
form his widow that, because he was 
not a Baha'i. we cannot use his 
money for our purposes, as we con
sider our Faith and its institutions 
our free gift to humanity. You can~ 
however. and indeed should, accept 
it for charity and expend it in his 

• • • 
Regarding holdiog the Latin Amer

ica Conventions: all Baha'i conven. 
tions _ must meet within the Rir;1van 
period. He suggests the Central and 
South American conventions be COD

vened for April 21st, or a day or two 
latert in order to permit North 
Americans to get back in time for 
their own Convention, if they desire 
to attend it_ 

• • • 
He does not feel the By-Laws 

should be changed: what could be 
done is to insert a foot-note. explain
ing that, as the Baha'i day begios 
and ends at sunset, the evening oi 
March 20th would be considered as 
a legal date by us. · . . 

The' purpose of the By-Laws is to 
clarify and strengthen the adminis
trative legal functions of a Baha'I 
community. As a ,believer of 15 can
not vote he sees no reason for in
cluding a statement regarding the 



age of 15 in the By-Laws. A baby 
can be considered aBaba' i; 15 is 
merely the age of maturity for fast
ing, marriage, etc., and in the case 
of America, a declaration at that 
age is invited from the youth in or
der to protect them. at a future 
date, from being forced to do active 
military service. 

In this connection he would like to 
point out that if the believers gather 
before sundown on a certain date it 
does not matter if the meeting con
tinues after sunset; it may still be 
considered as being held on the day 
they gathered. 

The Naw-Ruz Feast should be held 
on March 21 before sunset and ha s 
nothing to do with the 19 Day Feast. 
The 19 Day Feast is administrative 
in function whereas the Naw-Riiz is 
our New Year, a Feast of hospitality 
and rejoicing. 

• • • 
The Esslemont book is nOW printed 

in about 60 languages, and the 
Guardian does not want any revision 
made of it at present. 

• • • 
He sees no objection to Baha'is in 

various universities holding organ
ized Baha'i student groups, as long 
as they do this on each campus ac~ 
cording to the rules, and no general 
statement is made regarding such 
procedure ,by your Assembly. The 
tendency of the Baha'is all over the 
world is to constantly try to lay 
down new rules and regulations, and 
pour the Faith into molds, whereas 
the Guardian insists on the greatest 
elasticity in details and only the 
fundamentals, laid down by him al
ready, should be universal and 
rigidly adhered to. 

• • • 
The Guardian has no objection to 

the suggestion of the Temple archi
tect to go to the additional expense 
at present of $32,136 in using cast 
stone for the outside walls of the 
Temple mterior, as long as this will 
be included in the top figure esti
mated originally and accepted, or 
not exceed it excessively, 

• • • 
The Guardian has not felt he 

wished to make any voice recordings 
for the various Conventions as yet. 
But he thanks you for your offer to 
send the necessary machine for this 
purpose. 

• • • 
The Saba'i marriage ceremony 

should be carried out because we 
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are Baha'is, regardless of whether 
it is legal or not. All details regard
ing this matter are left to the dis
cretion of your Assembly. 

In closing let me assure you that 
our beloved Guardian has watched 
with interest and approval the 
achievements of your body during 
the last year. The Temple is now 
assured, the European work going 
ahead wonderfully, It is Latin Amer
ica that requires the greatest care 
at this time in order to launch the 
two new NSA's on their careers 
successfully. 

His loving thoughts and prayers 
are with you, and he shares your 
cares and burdens in spirit. 

The illnesses of dear Mr. Holley 
and Mr. Sprague have been most 
unfortunate, and he admires not only 
their own patience and devoted spirit 
but also the way in which their co
workers took on added burdens, 

With Bahci'i love, 
-R. RABBANI 

P.S. The Convention record has 
been received; also the photograph 
of the Phoenix, all-Negro Assembly, 
sent by the RTC of the Central 
States: he was delighted to see this 
picture and note the progress in the 
Faith which it represents. 

Note: The Guardian's postscript 
to this letter, in his own handwrit
ing, was published in the September 
issue of Bc-hii'i News under the title 
"A Worthy Five-fold Offering,H 

Cables from the Guardian 
Cable received July 12, 1950: 

"DEEPLY APPRECIATE SENTI
MENTS RESPONSE PRAYING UN
PRECEDENTED V I C TOR I E S 
BRIEF YET MOMENTOUS PERI
OD BETWEEN TWO GLORIOUS 
S U C C E S S I V E CENTENARIES 
BAB'S MARTYRDOM BIRTH BA
HA'U'LLAH'S PROPHETIC MIS-
SION." 

(Signed) SHOGHI 

Cable received July 15: "AP
PROVE TREATMENT WINDOWS 
ALSO ELIMINATION PENDANTS 
DEE PLY APPRECIATE RE
SPONSE NEWLY ARISEN PIO
NEERS PRAYING GREAT VIC
TORIES." 

(Signed) SHOGHl 

Cable received July 24, 1950: 
"ALL GIFTS BY NON BAHA'IS 
FOR CHARITY ONLY." 

(Signed) SHOGm 
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Cable received August 23, 1950: 
"WARN BELIEVERS ABDULLAH 
FAZEL UNDER NAME (OF) JO
S E P H PERDU PROCEEDING 
AMERICA FROM HONOLULU. AS
SOCIATION FORBIDDEN." 

(Signed) SBOGm 

PaSSing of Miss Ella Robarts on 
May 2, 1950: "PRAYING FER
VENTLY PROGRESS SOUL AB
HA KINGDOM DEVOTED OLD BE
LIEVER. ASSURE YOU LOVING 
SYMPATHY." 

(Si gned) SHOGID 

BE REBORN 
Other Messages from 

the Guardian 
Letter from the Guardia.n (Ju.lV 11. 

1950) to the Area. Na.tional. Teaching 
Committees: 

"Members of the National Area 
Teaching Committees; 

"Dear Baha'i Friends: 
"Your letter of February 27 was 

received, and our -beloved Guardian 
has instructed me to answer you on 
his behalf. 

•• He is very sorry not to ha ve re~ 
plied before, but the dangerous ill
ness of Mr. Maxwell and the work 
on the Holy Shrine have held up 
his correspondence. 

"He hopes that your Committees 
will meet with greater success dur~ 
ing the coming months. The com
pletion of the lirst stage of the 
super~structure of the Holy Shrine, 
now offering a challenge and an in
spiration to the world over; the com~ 
pletion of the Temple interior, soon 
to be accomplished, the imminent 
)aunching of the two Latin American 
N a tiona I Bodies; the wonderful 
progress made in the ten goal coun~ 
tries~all these, combined with the 
very dark political aspect of world 
affairs, must stimulate the believers 
in Americrt to unite and push for
ward as one soul the work of OUr 
glorious Faith. 

"He feels that you should do your 
utmost to call the attention of the 
friends to these large things, and 
real triumphs. and away from their 
personal differences and petty preA 

occupations. Now is certainly not the 
time' for any man to think of him
self, or busy himself with the weak
nesses of his brother; but, rather 
each and every Baha'i must concen
tra te on the tasks ahead and be re
born in the service of Baha 'utllah. 

"With Baha'i love, 
(signed) R. RABBANI 
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(In the Guardian's own handwriting) 
"Dear Co-workers: 

"I was so pleased to receive your 
letter and am deeply touched ,by the 
sentiments you have expressed. I 
wish to assure you that I will pray 
for the success of your high endeav
ours from the depths of my heart, 
that the Beloved may guide your 
steps, and enable you to lend a great 
impetus to the onward march of our 
beloved Faith. 

"Your true brother 
(Si gned) SHOOHI 

Grown Up at Last 
Excerpt from letteT trom Shoghi 

Effendi to Leroy Ioas, th.rough. his Sec
Tet4TlI da.ted August 25, 1950, 

"The Guardjan has been receiving 
many heartening letters from the 
friends, assuring him of their loy
alty and devotion; a loyally which 
was never in doubt. 'Abdu'l-Baha, as 
you will remember, often referred 
to the American believers as chil
dren, but they have certainly grown 
up at last. and are assuming their 
full share of Baha'i responsibility. 
which lightens the Guardian's heavy 
load and makes his work easier." 

The following are e:XCeTpts from a 
letter trom th.e GuaTdian, dated June 
15, 1:950, to the National SpiTttuat Assem
bly Of the British Isles: 

Hussein 
"Regarding his cable concerning 

Hussein: he has been very surprised 
to note that the terms 'low-born 
Christian girl l and 'disgraceful al
liance? should arouse any question; 
it seems to him that the friends 
should realize it is not befitting for 
the Guardian's own brother, the 
grandchild of the Master, an Afnim 
and Agl1~im mentioned in the Will 
and Testament of the Master, and 
of whom so much was expec-ted be
cause of his relation to the family 
of the Prophet, to marry an un
known girl, accOTding to goodness 
knows what rite, who is not a be
liever at all. Surely every Baha'i 
must realize that the terms low-born 
and Christian are definitions of a sit
uation and in no way imply any con
demnation of a person's birth or the 
religion they belong to as such. We 
have no snobbery and no religious 
prejudice in our Faith. But the 
members of the Master's family 
have contracted marriages which 
cannot be considered in any other 
light than disgraceful, in view of 
what 'Abdu'l-Baha wished for 
them." 
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Psychiatry 
"There is nothing in our teachings 

about Freud and his method. Psy
chiatric treatment in general is no 
doubt an important contribution to 
medicine, but we must believe it i3 
still a growing rather than a per. 
ff"cted science. As Baha'u'llah has 
urged us to avail ourselves of the 
help of good physicians Baha'is are 
certainly not only free to turn to 
psychiatry for assistance but should, 
when available, do so. This does not 
IT! ean psychiatrists are always wise 
or always right; it means we are 
free to avail ourselves of the best 
medicine has to offer us," 

Toward Complete Victory 
Dearly Beloved Friends: 

In this critical hour, the Beloved 
Guardian has given the Americ an 
Baha'is one of his greatest blessings, 
that of participation in the erection 
of the superstructure of the Shrine 
of the Bab. at the world center of 
our Faith. 

This unique opportunity, the 
Guardian pOints out, "will not re· 
cur", "for another century" at 
least, perhaps "never again", But, 
glorious as this gift is, it does not in 
any way relieve us of our responsi. 
bilities, but is, as the Guardian 
states, ,; superimposed on the mani· 
fold responsibilities shouldered by 
members of the American Baha'i 
community.' , 

The National Assembly wishes to 
share with the friends, its under
standiog of the relationship of the 
three funds now Ibefore the Americ an 
Bahit'is. The Victory --Fund, and the 
Temple Interior Construction Fund, 
are obligations assumed by us to as
sure victory of the se cond Seven 
Year Plan, and must be fully met. 
The Shrine of the Bab Fund, (for 
th~~t is what we now call the 
contributions for the Shrine of the 
Bah), is a blessing and an opportu
nity of spiritual dedication. Its true 
spir~tual blessing can be gained only 
after our obligations are fulfilled. 

Thus, we must rally to greater 
heights of achievement as we forge 
ahead. We must meet our pledges 
t{1 the Temple Fund; and we must 
face squarely the needs of the Vic
tory Fund and increase our contribu
tions to that fund so that the one 
blot marring our otherwise spotless 
record may be removed. 

Elsewhere in tbis issue, you wil] 

BabB'i News is published by the 
Na.tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
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Community. 

11: is ·edited by Raba'i News EtH. 
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find a record of the Temple Interior 
Construction Fund, which shows we 
still require $62,080 'before we have 
achieved full victory in this field. 
Unpaid resolves, if fully met, will 
practIcally cover this amount. 

The Victory Fund, however, has 
not fared 50 well. This fund calls 
for a budget of $238,845 for the cur
rent Baha'i Year, or $19,904- per 
month, Thuf: the budget for the first 
~ee months of the Baha'i year, end· 
lng July 31, 1950, calls for contribu
tions of $59,7l2. During this three 
month period, we have contributed 
$43,359.45, leaving us short for our 
Victory Fund Budget of $16,352. Thus. 
you will see, Friends, that we must 
immediately re-examine our contri
butions to this most vital fund. Meet
ing it fully will wipe out the deficit 
of previous years and enable us to 
carry forward our other heavy re
sponsibilities of the second Seven 
Year plan, such as Inter.American 
and European teaching. U the Vic~ 
tory Fund is not met, then we will 
not have gained the complete vic
tory now almost within our grasp, 

May we all make the Victory Fund 
the subject of deep consideration, 
prayer, and action. In order to gain 
our goal for the remaining nine 
months of the Baha'i year, we must 
contribute approximately $21,000 per 
month, or more than double the con
tributions made last year to the Gen
eral Fund. If we are to meet at 
Convention time next year, in' the 
completed House of Worship, with a 
spotless record, as the Guardian is 
c aIling upon us to do, we must im
mediately, vigorously, take such ac
tion as is necessary to meet fully the 
requirements of the Victory Fund. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITOAL ASSEMBLY 

LEROY C. lOAS. TTeasuTer 
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For Ole week prJ,or 10 the aninversary of '&be Martyrdom of ibe B&b Ulis display with 
the Persian BayD. a picture 01 the shrine of tile B8.b. and literature was In the 

maID San FrueIsco pa10llc Jlbral')'. 

Local Centenary Reports 
As the hour approached noon on 

July 9, 1950, Baha'is in local com· 
munities throughout the United 
States gathered reverently to ob· 
serve the lOoth Anniversary of the 
Martyrdom of the Bab. With their 
brothers in a hundred lands, they 
were touched by the realization of 
the significance of the great sacri· 
lice made by the Bab for the love 
of God. They were poignantly a ware 
of the desperate need in the world 

• 

for the message of unity and purity 
heralded by the Bah. They arose 
resolved to be more worthy followers 
of so noble a figure. 

Reports have come from a number 
of the local spiritual assemblies de
scribing the activities marking those 
observances. Many more reports are 
yet to be received. Thirty-one ramo 
stations carried either an announce
ment or a full program concerning 
the Bab's Martyrdom. Many news-

.A.nother class case ill the San Francisco nhrary shoWed views of the Temple and 
displa.yed Uieratnre demonstrating the scope 01 the Baha!i World Faith. 
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papers carried accounts. There were 
displays of Baha'i books and pictures 
in the San Francisco public library 
and in windows in Duluth, Minn.; 
Beverly. Mass.; and Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 

Most communities beld public 
meetings commemorating the Bab's 
Martyrdom with both non-Baha'i aod 
Baha 'j speakers. Among the non
Baba'is participating were a mem
ber of the Indian Embassy, univer
sity professors. attorneys, a Unita
rian minister, news analysts, a war 
correspondent, World Federalists, 
and members of the Urban League. 

Among the most interesting aod 
successful meetings reported were 
the following.: 
Washington, D.C. 

At noon the believers gathered at 
the Baha'i Center where thirteen of 
the believers read th'i!' selections 
chosen for the Commemoration at 
the Temple. uThe release of spirit
ual energy was felt by all present." 

A great effort was made to publi
cize the public meeting. Fifteen bun
dred programs with a picture of 
the Temple in deep green were 
printed and distributed to colleges, 
libraries, clubs, educational organi
zations, hotels, and leading figures 
in Washington as well as among 
friends. Fifty special invitations en
closing the pamphlet "The Martyr
Prophet of a World Faith" were sent 
to progressive organizations and 
leaders. Paid advertisements ap
peared in two newspapers with the 
largest circulation, The Evening StaT 
and The Washington Post. A well 
placed article also appeared at the 
top of a page in The Washington 
Post and in the Diamond Chatter
box, a weekly magazine of current 
events, distributed in 1600 cabs and 
in hotels. 

Three radio stations WQQW r 
WTOP, and WINX gave time for spot 
announcements, and still another 
station, WOL, generously donated 
the fifteen minutes for the broadcast 
on the Martyrdom of the Bab. Mr. 
William Sears read the script 
he wrote which was used in all the 
15 minute broadcasts listed in the 
tabulation below. 

In the evening, despite rain, 170 
people assembled in Pierce Hall, an 
annex of the Unitarian church. 
Palms, flowers and flags decorated 
the platform. Mrs. Mary Gibson, 
chairman, proclaimed the message 
of the New Day. Organ music was 
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played by Miss Edith B. Athey. Mr. 
A. R. Palit, of the Embassy of India, 
was the guest speaker describing the 
inter-relationship of religions and 
quoting frequently from the Baha'i 
Writings. His great respect for the 
Faith was climaxed when he said 
"I am not a Baha'i p but I would like 
to become a BahaT'. 

The baritone soloist of All Soul's 
Unitarian Church, Mr. John Yard, 
sang "Worship". The Baha'i speak
er? Mr. William Sears, recounted the 
Epic of the Martyr-Prophet, com
paring his mission with that of 
Jesus. The entire program was elec
trically recorded. 

Copies of HFaith for Freedom" 
and "The Martyr-Prophet of a World 
Faith'" were distributed by ushers 
at the door. 
Pasadena, California 

Ten Baha 'f Communities cooper
"ted in presenting a program in the 
Civic Auditorium at Pasadena. They 
were Altadena, Arcadia, EI Monte 
Township, Glendale, Glendale Town
ship, Pasadena, San Gabriel, San 
MarinO, Sierra Madre, and South 
Pasadena. Elaborate programs 
which were widely mailed asked 
such provocative questions as "Who 
was this beautiful and transcendent 
Personality?" "Who prophesied His 
arrival?" u'Vha~ was the Vision He 
revealed that caused Him to offer 
up His life for humanity?" 

The programs also gave the ad
dresses and telephone numbers of 
Baha'is in 19 California Communities 
where Baha'i literature and informa
tion might be obtained. 
Los Angeles~ California 

Unusual dramatic effects were 
used by the Los Angeles Baha'is to 
bring the grandeur of the Bab's Mar
tyrdom before the public. The stage 
was decorated with the same twenty 
dozen gladioli that had been used 
earlier in the day in two other ob
servances, including the one in 
Pasadena. Music from Mahler, Sibe
lius, Harrison, and other modern 
composers formed the background 
for many of the readings. Special 
stage lighting and choral arrange
ments heightened the drama. 

In the first portion of the program, 
unseen voices of outstanding person
alities out of the past and present 
centuries called upon the world to 
discover tae reality of impending 
Revelation. These were interspersed 
with the creative words revealed by 
our Founders. 
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After a brief intermission a new 
technique was used in presenting 
the story of the martyrdom. Read
ers came forward and spoke the ex
act words of the various characters 
as their parts in the narrative un
folded. At the climax, when the 
shots were fired a second time and 
the storm hovered over the city of 
Tabriz, there was a long silence; 
then in the distance an a cappella 
choir swelled in weeping at the fate 
of One so pure, so great, so loving. 

When the drama wa s concluded, 
Mrs. Virginia Foster spoke on the 
hundred years of spiritual renewal 
and of the purpose and import of the 
Founders of the Baha'i World Faith. 
Saying that in one hundred nations 
of the world voices were raised echo
ing the call of Baha'u'llah, she lis
tened with the audience as voices 
were heard quoting from the words 
of Baha'u'llah, declaring that the 
promises of all the past prophets had 
been fulfilled, for "Lo, the Promised 
One has come to the Earth." The 
music of the chorus and orchestra 
amplified the transcendent theme. 

Berkeley, California 
The believers met in John Hinkel 

Park to commemorate the moment 
of the martyrdom with readings and 
chants in Persian and Arabic. There 
were flowers on either side of a Per
sian tapestry in which was woven 
the Greatest Name. 

The radio script was broadcast 
over Station KRE, which had con
tributed the time as a public service. 

More than 160 attended the public 
meeting at the Berkeley City Wom
en's Club Auditorium. Guest speak
er was Mr. John Chapel, news di
rector of station KLX, Oakland, and 
commentator at the Telenews Tbea
ter. Mr. Chapel had seen the Temple 
in 'Is.ll.qaMd. The Baha'i speaker 
was Mrs. Bahia Farajullah Gulick. 
Mrs. Del Purves, concert pianist, 
and Mr. Lyle Daniels, professional 
violinist, donated their services, per4 

forming the Brahms Concerto in A 
Major for Violin and Piano:Dr. Rob4 

ert L. Gulick, Jr., presided. 
Members of the audience were 

given reading lists of recommended 
books available in the Berkeley Pub
lic Library and in the Baha'i Li
brary. 
Boston, Massachossetts 

Of the 120 attending the Boston 
public meeting, two-thirds were non
Baha'i. Dr, Manucher Javid, chair
man of the Boston Spiritual Assem-

bly spoke on the life and martyr
dom of the Bab. Guest was Mrs. 
La ur a Huxtable Porter, lecturer on 
parallels in poetry and music, who 
spoke on the life and work of Christ. 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ellison sang 
two spiritua1s and Handel's "But 
Who May Abide the Day of His Com
ing" and Beethoven's HeOme unto 
Him." Mr. Matthew Bullock served 
as chairman. 
Syra case, New York, 

With the broadcast on Friday after
noon of the William Sears script. 
"The Martyr-Prophet of a World 
Faithlt over station WAER began the 
Syracuse observances., 

A radio invitation, paid advertise
ments and free newspaper stories, 
and written announcements to three 
hundred persons paved the way for 
the public meeting Saturday evening 
held in the Corinthian Gardens 
where firs and poplars are arranged 
formally to make a setting reminis
cent of Haifa. 

Dr. Harry Draker of Syracuse was 
the guest speaker, describing East
ern customs and conditions. He was 
educated at the American University 
in Beirut, had met the Guardian, and 
paid tflbute to the Baha'i Faith. 
Baha'i guest speaker was Miss Ham
ideh Nabil, of New York City, daugh
ter of Ali Kuli Khan. Chairman was 
Mr. E. Lowell Johnson. 

The friends gathered once more 
on the 9th to recount the stirring 
events leading to the martyrdom of 
the Bab. Miss Nabil chanted the 
Tablet of Visitation. 
CharlestonJ West Virginia, 

Typical of one of the successful 
meetings sponsored by a small com4 

munity is the one reported. by 
Charleston. It attracted 45, probably 
the most ever drawn by a Baha'i 
activity in Charleston. 

In preparation, a parlor of the 
leading hotel was rented, 175 invi
tati.ons were mailed, letters were 
written asking that an invitation be 
posted at the YWCA, the Morris 
Harvey College (white), the West 
Virginia State College (Negro), and 
a Young Adult Forum Group. Spot 
announcements were arranged for on 
stations WKNA and WCHS. Two 
news items appeared in the paper. 

Exhibits in the room included a 
large picture of the Temple, a photo, 
graph of the last Baha'i convention, 
a 40" map of the United States with 
flags marking each assemUly loea. 
tion, the Map of the Baha'i World 



Religion photostated to four times 
its original size, a framed photostat 
of the Guardian's description of "A 
World Religion," two twenty.inch 
panels giving the Principles and 
'Abdu'l-Baha's Words about the 
Baha'i Revelation, a large announce
ment of follow-up meetings, and a 
display of free literature and books. 

Dr. T. Conley Adams, the Head 
of the Department of Religion and 
Dean of Men at the Morris Harvey 
College. was the guest speaker. on 
"Unity in Religions." He mentioned 
his desire to include the Baha'i F ai th 
in his course on Comparative Re
ligions. Professor J. Frederick Math
eus~ of the Department of Romance 
Languages, West Virginia State Col. 
lege, was the Baha'i speaker, 
on "The Gateway to Unity Opens." 
Edward G. Lippitt read the script 
"The Martyr-Prophet." Chainnan 
for the afternoon was Louise Jack
son. 

In Memoriam 
Death preferreth unto every confident 

believer the cup that is life indeed. It 
bestowetb joy and is the bearer of glad· 
ness. It coruerreth the gift of everlasting 
life. 

-BAHA'V'LLAH 
Mrs. Dorothy Eisenberg, Miami, Fla. 

July 26, 1950 
Mr. Frank Hoffman, Cincinnati, Ohio 

May 24, 1950 
Mrs. Emma Beatty, Spokane, Wash., 

July 8, 1950 
Mrs. Louise C. Rich, Chicago, IlL 

August 27, 1950 
Miss Mary J. Prescott, Malden, Mass. 

August 6, 1950 
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The Centenary hy Radio 
COMMUNITY 

Berkeley, California 
Birmingham, Alabama 
Boise, Idaho 
Champaign, Illinois 
Charleston, West Virginia 
Chicago, Illinois 
ColuJUbia, South Carolina 
Fargo, North Dakota 

Great Falls, Montana 
Knoxville, Tennessee 
Lansing, Michigan 

Miami, Florida 
Monrovia, California 

New Haven, Connecticut 
Providence, Rhode Island 

Ridgewood, New Jersey 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
San Antonio, Texas 
San Diego, California 

San Francisco, California 
San Mateo, California 
South Bend, Indiana 
Syracuse. New York 
Urbana, illinois 
Wasltington, D.C. 

Westchester, Pennsylvania 
Worcester, Massachussetts 

TIME 

15 minutes 
4:00 P.M. 
8:45 A.M. 

10:15 A.M. 15 minutes 
Announcements 

3:15 P.M. 15 minutes 
7:45 P.M. 15 minutes 

11:00 A.M. 5 minutes 
nnnouncements 

9:45 P.M. 15 minutes 
12:30 P.M. 15 minutes 
12:00 Noon 
Announcemen ts 
Announcement 
3 minutes 

Announcement 
15 minutes 

Announcement 
15 minutes 
15 minutes 
11:00 A.M. 15 minutes 
10:15 A.M. 15 minutes 
15 minutes 
Announcements 
11:45 A.M. 15 minutes 
12:00 Noon 
9:45 P.M. 15 minutes 
4:30 P.M. 15 minutes 

10:15 A.M. 15 minutes 
10:15 A.M. 15 minutes 
Announcements 
11:00 A.M. 

9:45 A.M. 
15 minutes 

DATE STATION 

July 9 KRE 
July 9 WE DR 
July 9 KIDO 
July 9 WDWS 

WKNA&WCHS 
July 8 WMAQ 
August 13 
July 9 KFGO 

KFGO 
July 9 
July 9 WKGN 
July 9 WILS 

WILS 
July 8 WIOD 

KwKW 

WAVZ 
July 8 WlllM 
July 9 WHIM 

July 9 WPBC 
July 9 KTSA 

4 stations 
July 9 KFRC 
July 9 KSMO 
July 9 WJVA 
July 7 WAER 
July 9 WOWS 
July 9 WOL 

WQQW, WTOP, WINX 
July 9 WPWA 

July 16 WTAG 

Latin America ported ten in the first class in San 
Salvador, and modestly he adds? 
"Our study was quite fruitful and 
Natalia's explanations are loving and 
inspiring. " 

ASSURE PIONEERS PROFOUND 
ADMIRATION ARDENT LOVING 
P RAY E R S ACCOMPANYING 
THEM MERITORIOUS MISSION. 

-5HOGBI 

This benediction came in response 
to the ardent message sent to Shoghi 
Effendi from the August 26-27 Con
ference: OUTGOING PIONEERS 
ATTENDING CONFERENCE SEND 
DEVOTED LOVE RENEWED DED· 
ICATION AClllEVEMENT GOALS. 
Six left the country directly from 
the Conference: Jean Silver to Cuba. 
Louise Groger to Chile, Julie Regal 
to Puerto Rico, (one month), Amoz 
and Mary Gibson to Mexico City 
University. and Eve Nicklin to Peru 
after a summer of visiting and lee· 
turing in her homeland. Three more 
will leave within the month; Flora 
Hottes to Puebla and Coatepec, Mex-

ico, and perhaps to EI Salvador, 
Charles Ioas to Colombia (two 
months), and Dr. Malcolm King to 
Jamaica. In October, Mrs. Frances 
Stewart will set out on her public 
mission around the Islands, northern 
South America, and Central Amer· 
ic a. Attending the Conference also 
were Mrs. Loulie Mathews, Miss 
Ophelia Crum, Miss Nancy Ray, and 
Miss Gwenne Sholtis, all of whom 
have tentative plans for later in the 
year. 
BELOW THE RIO GRANDE 

Setting out identically as to time. 
Sra. Blanca de Campos left Panama 
to take up her post in Ecuador. After 
holding a highly successful three· 
week Institute in the Capital City, 
the Gulick·Eichenauer team left 
Mexico to circle the Central area, 
visiting other Institutes. Johnny re-

Larry Kramer arrived to assist 
Louise Caswell in opening the Costa 
Rican Institute. Larry writes that 
fourteen attended in San Juan, two 
being non-Baha'is who "just could 
not be kept away," and that "if the 
Institute here is a real success-and 
there seems every prospect of its 
being so-the result will be a truly 
re-born Baha'i Community in San 
Juan." Louise herself has just re
ported two enthusiastic new believ
ers. Old and new were delighted with 
the address by Robert Gulick on the 
similarities between Latin America 
and the land of the origin of our 
Faith. 

Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, just 
returned from Jamaica, reports ten 
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studying Institute twice a week in 
Kingston, and comments, "Most of 
the Baha'is are strong and devoted." 
Visits were made to the two goa] 
cities of Spanishtown and Port An
tonio, and teaching teams organized 
to carry on, pending the early ar
rival of Dr. King. 

Miss Evelyn Larson reports ha v
ing organized Thursday evening 
meetings in Puebla during her sum
mer stay there, but expresses the 
hope that Puebla will not have to 
be left so long a gain without help, 
until it is firmly established and 
large in numbers. 

CUba sends happy reports through 
Ruth Moffett, pioneer to Havana; 
Ruth writes, "Three lovely souls 
have registered and others are 
near. ,. Six addresses were given at 
the University of Havana, eighty*One 
Rotarians heard the Message, and a 
series of talks is at present being 
given in the Chamber of Commerce. 

Quietly, in private homes, study on 
the Covenant and the Institutions are 
being held in Guatemala by Dorothy 
Campbell, not only in G. City, but 
in Chlchicastenango. Dorothy states, 
as did Dr. Sarah Pereira and Lydia 
Martin, that there is great capacity 
in this group of open-hearted, spirit
ually hungry souls, and that some 
of our best scholars and translators 
will yet come out of Guatemala. 

IN SOUTH AMERICA 

Following the trail of light left by 
Shiela Rice-Wray en route to Para
guay, Lima reports fine meetings 
both in their capital city and in Cal
lau, -their goal city, where a student 
of long standing asked to become a 
registered believer because "she 
ronld not resist the joy of Mrs. Rice
Wray." Shiela spoke of the fine work 
of CEBSA, the South American 
Teaching Committee, and particu
larly 01 the steadfast labors of Este· 
ban Canales who will soon jOin her 
in Asuncion. In Buenos Aires where 
Mr. and Mrs. Miessler have turned 
the city into a veritable bee-hive, 
Mrs. Rice-Wray's visit was blessed 
with five new students. Carrying with 
her EI Plan Divino, the Institute 
material on the Covenant, history, 
laws, and institutions of the Faith, 
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Temple Interior Construction 
Resolve Payment Account as of 

August 31, 1950 
Total cost ................. . . .. $860,000 

487,770 
372,230 
310,150 

Paid as of August 31, 1950 ..... . 
Balance to be paid ............ . 
Cash and assets on hand ....... . 
Balance to be raised. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Unpaid resolves .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Amount to be raised from further resolves, etc. . . 

62,080 
60,215 

1,865 

A conference of outgoing pioneers to- Latin America. held in WUmette _August !6th 
aod 27th, with members of the Jnter--Am.erica Committee. 

she wrote in particular of one touch· 
ing incident: "Early one morning 
there was a knock on my hotel room 
door in Buenos Aires. When I opened 
the door there stood a Spaniard, who 
works on that floor-the ninth. In 
his hands he had 'EI Plan Divino'. 
'1 must have this book, Senora,-' 
he said-'I will pay you any price, 
anything you ask. 1 was reading it 
last night. I took it because I knew 
that everything that I have been 
wanting and seeking all my liie, was 
within this book. I want to teach it 
to my children and to their chil
dren. I must have this book, Se
nor a'. I gave him the addres s of the 

center, and he arrived there that 
very afternoon demanding with all 
his heart and soul El Plan Divino. 
He had to leave with New Era, un
satisfied. . . . There is a power in 
this bookl J, In- Asuncion, where a 
special election is to be held in N o~ 
vember. to insure representation of 
Paraguay in the first Convention, 
some of the inactive friends have al
ready rallied to help Shiela rebuild 
the fires of faith. 

The second country permitted to 
hold a special election is Uruguay. 
Mr, and Mrs. Rangvald Taetz of Sao 
Paulo have arisen to serve this coun
try in Montevideo, and already the 
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A National Temple Campaign 
The completion of the Temple interior next spring is one of the great 

achievements of the American Baha'is. It will be a signal for profound 
rejoicing. It provides the occasion for a teaching campaign so wide
spread and so powerful tllat it can mark the beginning. of a new period 
in the history of the Cause in America. 

To prepare for this campaign the National Spiritual Assembly has 
taken three important steps. 1. Preparation of important questions 
about the Temple for submission to the Guardian that from his answers 
we may have clear understanding of the future operation of the House 
of Worship; 2. Convening representatives of eleven national committees 
for a two-day conference in the National Office in order to submit plans 
for a national Temple campaign; and 3. The appointment of a National 
Temple Campaign Committee to study the Conference proposals, pre
pare final plans on the basis of the available appropriation and co
ordinate the work. 

A Temple Campaign budget of $10,000 has been approved. 
One of the features of the Campaign is that a handbook will be pre

pared to set forth for all believers the nature and use of the various 
campaign materials, the operation of the various national, local and 
individual projects, and the cost of the materials. 

This is a preliminary announcement. Month by month in Ba1ui'i 
News the definite plans will unfold. 

numbers have reached the required 
number. In rejoicing, however, it 
must he kept in mind that the 
recommendation to the Guardian for 
National Assembly elections must 
depend in part upon arriving at a 
minimum of fifteen active believers 
in each of the capital cities of the 
two territories, and that wh'U.e some 
have been, and will continue to be 
safe and secure without question, a 
single country could become a de
ciding factor} and the major goa] 
be lost. 

Because of the greater distances 
for delivery of materials, the South 
Am erican friends will hold some of 
their Study Institutes in the fall 
rather than the summer. They wish 
to share with the friends of North 
America their further schedule, and 
a sk for your prayers for victory. 

Colombia-all cities, eight days in 
each, through October. Conducted by 
Charles Ioas and Gayle Woolson. 

Venezuela--Caracas, October 22-
29. Conducted by Dorothy Campbell 
and Katherine Meyer. 

Bolivia-La Paz, Sept. 24-30. Con· 
ducted by Eve Nicklin and Col. and 
Sra. Cuellar. 

Ecuador-Quito, October 8-12. Con
ducted by Eduardo Gonzales, Blan
ca de Campos, Rosana Gallegos, Luis 
Martinez, Bolivar Plaza. 

Peru-Lima, Sept. 9-16. Conducted 
hy Eve Nicklin and Alberto Lovaton. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Robert Gulick ami Jolm Eichenaaer in 
Guadalajara., Mexico. 

Chile-Punta Arenas, Sept. 17-23. 
Conducted by Louise Groger and 
Alexandro Reid. 

Argentina, Brazil, and upper Chile 
have consummated their Study In
stitutes, and Paraguay and Uraguay 
have been requested to await the 
entry of the later students, in order 
that old and new may have the bene
fit of this basic study. Mr. and Mrs. 
Miessler in Buenos Aires. Mrs. Mar· 

Memorial Contributions 
for August, 1950 

A. Adolphson, Edwin Isak. 
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B. Baba, Helen; Beecher. B~ty; Buik· 
ema. Gertrude; Burch, Ann; Burnet, 
Mary L. C. Parents of. 

C. Cargill, Ann; Conrow. Amelie; Cox, 
Florence. 

D. Dible, Olive; Duckett. Ernest; 
Duckett, Samuel. 

E. Everly. Elwood. 
G. Gillespie, Dr.: Glassgold. Rose; 

Grabler, Edith; Grabler. Edith; Grabler. 
Lawrence; Griewank, W. John. 

R. Hall, Charles Berrien; Hart, Robert 
Clive, I.; Hatch. W. W.; Helderle, Chris; 
Helderle. Phoebe; Hendershot, Arthur; 
Herson, Anna; Householder, George. 

I. loas. Charles. 
K. Kelley. Thomas; Kelly, James; 

Khan. Madame Fl()ren~e. 
L. Lear. Lucienne F.; Lemp, Bernard 

Sr.; Lonaker, H. L. 
M. Mamber, Sarah R.: Marcaurelle. 

Wilfred L.; Markey, Daniel P.; Markey. 
Gus L.; Marquardt, Joseph S.; Marten~ 
stein. Caroline; Marxer. Alice; Morgan. 
Elmer S. 

N. Nabby, Thomas. 
O. O'Connor, Hugh Q.; O·Connor. Mary 

A. 
P. Page, ArthUr .I.; Pearson, Anoa M.; 

Perkins, Ralph A.; Philp, Fred; Philp. 
Morley; Preston, Ross. 

R. Randall. Bert; Randall, Lillian; 
Reason, Helen; Reed. Mrs. P. L.; 
Remey. William Butler, III; Ruppers. 
Amanda B. 

S. Schlilaty, .Robert; Segler. Bertha; 
Shaw. Mary; Sathman. Theodore; Speck. 
Mamie; St. Jacque, Henry P.; Stenson, 
Ed.; Stevens. Irma B. 

T. Thrum. David Fraser; Thrum, Ella; 
Thrum, Frederick William; Thrum. 
George Ernest Augustine. 

W. Watson, Evelyn; Watson. Hallie; 
Webster, Warren M.; West, Robert M.; 
WillaTd, Amelia B.; Willard, D. Sey
mour; Willard, Mary Livingston; Wong, 
Charles A. 

Y. Yorks, The; Young, Harlan R. 

got Worley and Mr. Aureo Cooper 
in Rio, and Sra. Fabienne Gillon and 
Sr. Antonio Filion in Valparaiso, 
have conducted these three highly 
successful Institutes. 

In this great crusade of La tin Pio~ 
neering all can help with their pray
ers. The Inter~America Committee 
is grateful for the many expressions 
of faith and support of the friendS, 
and reiterates its plea for self-sus~ 

taining pioneers who speak Spanish. 
Our grateful thanks are extended to 
Dr. Robert Fuller and Mrs. Gladys 
Lemmon, who have contributed to~ 
ward deputizing pioneers this fall. 
We feel that they have with this gen
erous act enrolled. with our pioneers. 

-INTER-AMHUCA COMMrrTEE 
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The Third European Teaching Conference 
Copenhagen, Denmark 

• July 24th through 27th, 1950 
• L Attention! Attention! -Delegates 

to the Third Baha'i European Con
ference! ... " 

As that call boomed from the loud
speaker across the Copenhagen Cen. 
tral Station, just as we sighted the 
dear friends who had come to wel
come us, our hearts jumped a 
notch~ What is more, our feet 
jumped two, as we sped to catch 
the train for Elsinore where again 
"BAHA'IS WELCOME!", placarded 
in the Station, smiled directly at us. 

Monday afternoon, JUly 24, the In
ternational People's College of Elsi
nore, set in rambling green at the 
upper jut of the Danish isle, became 
the scene of lively Baha'i arrivals 
from many lands. To describe aptly 
the reunion of hearts quickened by 
the love of Baha'u'llah, would be to 
understand the love of God. . . . 
The joy and surprise; the hugs, and 
cheers and tears: the outstretched 
hands of our hosts, the Copenhagen 
Community! Not even the rain, 
which poured in torrents could del
uge the fervor of it all! 

With each succeeding year, prepa~ 
rations for the Conference grow in 
scope and intenstiy, The prodigious 
planning months ahead by the 
Copenhagen friends, wa s supple
mented by the arrival in Copenhagef'l 
early in July, of dauntless Honor 
Kempton and Arna Perron who 
moved into an apartment and turned 
the living room into a mimeograph
ing shop. 

Punctually at 9: 45 Tuesday morn
ing, the friends were in their places 
at the "language-labelled" tables in 
the Conference Hall - a cheerful, 
broad-windowed room. Brilliant 
bowls of flowers adorned the digni
fied podium with its speaker's table 
covered in green, this year's color 
note in memory of the Bab, and car
ried out in the handsome green and 
gold Conference badge as well as in 
the official program and other liter
ature. 

It was an eager group, astir with 
anticipation, which bowed its head 
in gratitude as two of the Danish 
friends - Johanne Hoeg, and Maren 
Hogh-Olsen - read the opening 
prayers. A warm welcome by Em-

rna Mortensen, Chairman of the Co
penhagen Spiritual Assembly, fol
lowed. And then all ears turned to 
the opening address of Edna True, 
our dearly loved Chairman of the 
European Teaching Committee and 
presiding Chairman of the Confer
ence. 

Commenting first upon the heart
ening progress of the Faith in Eu
rope, numerically and administra
tively, since the Brussels Confer
ence, Miss True remarked that "the 
members of these young' and inex
perienced Communities have been, 
and still are, passing through what 
is one of the most difficult stages in 
the Baha'i life - that of learning to 
apply in their relationships with each 
other and most of all, in their per
sonal lives, the glorious teachings 
and principles which they had so sin
cerely accepted with their hearts. 
... Functioning in a Baha'i Commu
nity is a completely new and unique 
experience.' , 

A .mature understanding - here 
Miss True touched the mainspring of 
her message- -the need for maturity 
in living and promoting a Revela
tion destined to encompass the world 
and to rear a spiritual civilization. 
She assured the European Believers 
that the Guardian's desire that the 
Faith be developed with special 
rapidity in Europe, is in itself evi
dence of his confidence in their 
capacity to exercise maturity of 
thought and action. 

Under the hallmarks of maturity, 
Miss True mentioned the ability to 
lift our gaze beyond local horizons 
to the greater- wriversal aims of the 
Faith; to subordinate personal con
siderations to unity in collective ac
tion; to realize that the Baha'i Faith 
has a higher destiny to fulfill than 
any previous Revelation; namely, 
not only the spiritualizing of the in
dividual but the erection of a New 
World Order vouchsafing all man~ 
kind permanent peace. AI; further 
evidence of maturity she cited the 
ability "to recognize our personal 
and collective responsibilities in this 
t!reat divine plan." 

Another ·moment and Dr _ Kathe
rine True, European Teaching Com-

mittee member, whose stimulating 
presence was also granted us this 
year, arose to read the Guardian's 
eagerly awaited Greeting-·his spec
ial Message to the Conference and 
tc the new European Communities 
there represented. 

A promptly drafted return cable' 
expressed deepest gratitude for the 
unfailing guidance of our beloved 
Guardian and conveyed loving as
surance of our determination to car
ry on unflinching]y. 

Roll c all broke the earnestness of 
the moment. Quickly the microphone 
wa s shifted from one national group 
t(1o another, so that each member 
might introduce himself. The final 
count grew to 177, representing 22 
nationalities. Letters and telegraph
ic greetings came from all directions 
-Alaska, Indonesia, Brazil-to fur
ther enliven and internationalize our 
gathering. 

Tuesday afternoon brought us to 
consultation of the root-theme of all 
Baha'i thinking - the Covenant of 
God. Prefacing· our discussion, Elsa 
Steinmetz, in her talk on "God's 
Eternal Legacy," carried us step 
by step through the dramatic un
foldment of .both the Ancient and 
Lesser Covenant in this Day. Point
ing out iba t the overwhelming power 
of our Cause lies in the Hwrttten 
wOTd/~ as exemplified by the Cove
nant of Baha'u'llith and the Will and 
Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha, Miss 
Steinmetz urged the neceSSity of be
coming "COVENANT-CONSCIOUS, 
which means living the Covenant
'living the life'-living the 19ve of 
God!" 

The theme of the Covenant was 
presented by Miss Steinmetz with 
such purity and such power as to 
create an atmosphere of exaltation, 
and to lift the Conference to a high 
spiritual level. Thus, through this 
keynote address, the power of the 
Covenant, itself. became the keynote 
of the entire Conference. 

Lively participation spurred on 
the afternoon's consultation, which 
revolved largely around three ques
tions :-"Wbat does firmness in the 
Covenant mean? How can we be 
administratively efficient without 
lOSing the spirit? What is the main 

* This cable is published separately in 
this issue. 



cause of criticism?" The epic an· 
swer of the session was called forth 
by the latter question :-"We criti
cize because we look: for perfection_ 
Leave perfection for another day 
and strive for unity today r" 

With great earnestness, Dr. Ugo 
Giachery introduced the evening's 
consultation on jjLiterature Needs." 
He remiIfded us not only of the 
Guardian's oft· recurring plea that 
"increased translation, publication 
and dissemination of Baha'i Litera
ture . . . be strenuously carried 
out," but that Uamong all the re
ligious people of the world, the 
Habit'is are the only ones- who pos
sess the authentic Words of the 
Prophet, not compilations written 
down centuries after the death of 
the Revealer." 

Wednesday morning's theme, 
"Faith in Action/' was opened by 
David Hofman with the impressive 
thought that "the Administrative Or
der is the Temple of Mankind-the 
house in which the Baha'is live to
day - the future Kingdom of God 
on earth:' Elaborating, he pointed 
out that "in the Kingdom of God
the Baha'i world - the individual, 
singly, has no a~thority whatsoever. 
Rather, authority has been conferred 
by Baha'u'llab upon the institutions 
of the Cause. While a member of the 
Spiritual Assembly. therefore, has 
no individual authority? the institu
tion of which he is a part, has a 
power given of God .... " 

In the pursuing discussion, the 
previous day's question-"haw to be 
administratively efficient without 
losing the spirit"-was again in the 
arena, this time as applied to the 
Spiritual Assembly. "The first con
dition," Mr. Hofman remarked, "is 
absolute love and harmony among 
ourselves." At any moment of ten
sity, time must be taken to re-estah
lish love and harmony .... Unity 
is more important than anything." 

The recommendations and ques· 
tions which came in quick succes· 
sian from the rapidly maturing Eu
ropean friends, were thought-pro
voking even to the most experienced 
believers, 

The arrival of Dr. Eugen Schmidt 
of Stuttgart. Germany, Chairman 
of the National Spiritual Assembly 
01 Germany and Austria, ,brought 
hearty applause. His great joy at be
ing with the Baha'is of other lands 
again, after eight years of isolation, 
was stirring. Exciting was the news 
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which he shared with us from the 
Guardian's letter of June 28 to the 
German National Spiritual Assem
bly. Lauding "the progress achieved 
by the German Baha'i Community 
in recent months,1P the Guardian re
vealed the mission he has in mind 
for the German friends beyond the 
borders of their COWltry. 

The subject of TEACHING-that 
"most meritorious of all deeds," as 
Baha'u'Uah called it. was approached 
with marked understanding of hu
man reactions, in a talk by Marion 
Little on Wednesday afternoon, pref
facing general consultation on teach
ing methods and problems. "There 
is no special technic in teaching the 
Faith," she remarked, "for it is a 
part of our lives .... Therefore, to 
present the teachings requires a 
constant variation of approach, . , . 
People are the sa me all over the 
world; they like a smile, they like 
sympathy, even if they have never 
seen you before. . . . The grea t 
adventure is first walking with them 
v:herever they are, speaking to them 
Hi ways that they understand, in the 
language of the heart; because we 
have a great gift to offer." In a 
word, adaptability on our part, 
brings receptivity on the listener's 
part. 

At five o'clock chartered motor 
coaches arrived to take us to his
toric Kronborg Castle, with its ren
aissance grandeur and its Shake
spearian heritage as setting for the 
Hamlet legend. We returned to Elsi
nore just in time to get ready for 
the Unity Banquet. In our absence 
the Conference Hall had been trans
formed into a gala dining salon, its 
long festive tables decorated with 
gay flowers and national flags, while 
lighted candles vied with the warm 
glow of Baha'i fellowship. 

Following a superb dinner, atten
tion was shifted to the speaker's 
table, as Marion Little, gracious 
Chairman of the evening, presented 
two distinguished pioneers, who 
have served the Faith since the 'tum 
of the century-Mrs. Corinne True, 
endeared to us as • ~ Mother True," 
and Charles Mason Remey. Both 
have "walked with, and talked 
with" 'Abdu'I·Baha. In their gentle 
presence one feels that nobility 
which 'Abdu'I-Baha referred to when 
he said: "It is possible so to ad
just oneself to the practice of no
bility, that its atmosphere surrounds 
and colors every act." 
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In his greeting, Mr. Remey re
called his early days in the Cause in 
Paris, before any Baha'i literature 
was available .... Referring to the 
Faith as the coming of the Kingdom 
of God on earth, he pointed out that 
in its growing Administrative Order. 
we see the fulfillment of Isaiah's 
prophecy that God's Messenger for 
this ,Day shall have the Hgovern~ 
ment upon His shoulder; and His 
name Shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the" Prince of 
Peace," 

Mrs. True took us back to her un
forgettable six-day visit in the home 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha in 'Akka, the year 
before His release from prison. In 
her talk she referred to the New 
Jerusalem which is emerging on Mt. 
Carmel, remarking that while 
"Moses brought the laws to build up 
nations, Baha'u'llah brought the plan 
to unite all nations," 

Mrs. Little then introduced Mil
dT'ed Mottahedeh, Baha'i representa
tive to the United Nations, who told 
of the work done by the five Bahci'i 
delegates attending the United Na
tions Conference of Non Governmen
tal Organizations in Geneva on June 
25, with 103 organizations rep
resented. 

Up and up the exhilaration of the 
evening climbed, as the delegates 
from all countries transmitted greet
ings from the Communities at home 
and poured out the love and grati
tude which throbbed in their own 
hearts. Especially touching were the 
words of those from the "hampered" 
lands. 

The alluring description of "A Day 
in a Baha'i Summer School". pre
sented by David Ned Blackmer in 
opening Thursday morning's pro· 
gram, must have awakened a deep 
desire in the heart of every Euro
pean believer. to hasten the found
ing of the first permanent Baha'i 
Summer School in his country. 

Tracing the development of the 
Bah.:.'j Summer Schools through the 
last half century and explaining their 
intrinsic purpose as educational and 
fellowship centers, Mr. Blackmer 
concluded with the Guardian's plea 
that every Baha'i enjoy their bene
fits:-,jLet him consider such an oc
casion as a welcome and precious 
opportunity so to eorich, through 
lectures, study, and discussion, his 
knowledge of the fundamentals of his 
Faith as to be able to transmit. with 
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greater confidence and effective· 
ness, the message that has been en
trusted to his care." 

The Summer School activities 
which Mr. Blackmer painted for us 
in words, Mrs. Beatrice Ashton later 
portrayed in beautiful color films, 
made still more vivid by her inter
esting comments. 

At two o'clock our entire family 
was on its way in a special fleet of 
motor - coaches to the Garden Tea 
given by ¥me. Deleuran in Helle
rup (Copenhagen). 

Standing at the gate to welcome 
Us as we reached the Deleuran villa, 
were Mme. Deleuran' and Jean and 
Tove. "Come in! Come in!" ... 
and we did come into the sappiest 
Garden Party, I daresay, that has 
ever graced Hellerup; for here we 
broke ·bread together in the sunlight 
of di"ine friendship. It was a pretty 
scene? and an intelilational One. Col
orful little groups studded the gar
den everywhere, laughing and chat
ting, while cameras clicked. 

It was six o'clock when we left 
our charming hostess and streamed 
down to the pier, where a chucking 
steamer waited to whisk us to Co
penhagen for the evening's public 
meeting at the National Museum. 
Sitting in the dignified Museum Hall 
were some 300 guests gathered for 
our program. 

Palle Bischoff of Copenhagen, 
Chairman of the evening. opened 
the program "A Baha'i World 
Faith,'? by explaining with convic
tion and clarity r the Baha'i concept 
of Progressive Revelation. He then 
introduced Hilda Summers of Lis· 
bon, who spoke on the "Spiritual 
Dynamic" of the Faith. She defined 
it as "the force which results from 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
giving motion to the plan of God 
for any given age"; and then proved 
with keen logiC, that man's rise and 
fall through the ages, has been ex
actly commensurate to his ad
herence to this creative force, re
vivified today by Baba 'u'llm. 

Jean Deleuran of Copenhagen fol
lowed with the "Social Principles" 
of the Faith, showing further, and 
in most convincing manner. that 
it is the divine authority animating 
these principles, which is drawing 
a frustrated world to their accept
ance. God has decreed a "divine 
maturity" for man today, and 
through the teachings of Baha-
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'u 'Bah, he is being raised, whether he 
knows it or not. to the spirituaJ 
level which will make him a worthy 
world citizen. 

"Hurry hurry, the busses are 
leaving!" ... It was midnight when 
we reached Elsinore, tired but hap
py. and filled with anticipation of 
the first Baha'i European Summer 
School scheduled .to open in the 
morning. 

Precious scenes without end keep 
flashing into mind:-the evening cof
fee hour together after the full day
just to relax and relate, to sing and 
have fWll Then the brisk hikes 
across the campus to sniff the salty 
sea and feel renewed; the in-be
tween visits to the College Library 
tu_ mull over the attractive pictorial 
exhibits of Baha'i activities, sub
mitted by the goal countries. How 

puffed up we felt to note our growth 
on the large world map which Art
ist Leo Stepe so cleverly laced with 
a network of red threads showing 
all Bah! 'i centers! 

For all of the enriching experi
ences of the Third European Teach. 
ing Conierence, we express deepest 
gratitude to our beloved Guardian; 
to the European Teaching Commit. 
tee; to the National Spiritual As
sembly of the United States; to the 
entire American Community. and to 
our hosts, the Copenhagen Friends. 
whose Conference Committee did a 
magnificent piece of planning
whose hospitality overlooked no de
tail-whose members exemplified a 
spirit of unity and cooperation whi~h 
every Baha'i Community might well 
emulate. -ELSA STEmM.,... 

Except for 1"emaTk~ about heTs-elf. 

The First Baha'i European Summer School 
Copenhagen, Denmark 

July 28 through 30, 1950 
"We have been experiencing," 

Miss Edna True, Chairman of the 
European Teaching Committee, said, 
"during the past three days of the 
Conference, the joys of true spirit
ual fellowship, and now we are to 
have the thrilling experience of 
studying together and deepening our 
knowledge of the fundamental spir
itual and administrative principles 
of our Faith." 

We were given this welcome and 
precious opportunity through the ex
panSion of the Conference into the 
First European - Teaching Summer 
School, which was designed, insofar 
as possible. "to set the pattern for 
futUre independent national summer 
schools in the ten European goal 
countries .• , 

Although we met in the same lee· 
tore room, for the most part saw 
the same happy faces, and contin
ued in the same invigorating at
mosphere of harmony and under~ 

standing-yet the very tone and 
character of the summer school 
were different in nature and pur
pose from the Conference. 

The three carefully planned days 
were made up of lectures, discus
sion and workshops. The two morn
ing sessions were devoted to an in
tensive study of "The Covenant" 
and "Baha'i Administration." Miss 
Sally Sanor clearly and masterfully 

explained the Eternal Covenant of 
God "running through the story of 
creation like a lifeline ... " from 
age to age up through the present 
hour-and our relationship as 
Baha'is to the Covenant. 

The introduction to "Baha'i Ad
ministration" and discussion were 
expertly handled by Dr. Katherine 
True and Miss Anita loas, showing 
the fundamental reasons why the 
Baha'i Faith would never suffer 
from spiritual imperialism, as with 
other religions in past times, but 
would be protected through the per· 
fect instrumentality of the Universal 
House of Justice and the Guardian
ship. The responsibility of the in
dividual Baha'i toward Baha'i ad
ministration was forcefully brought 
out .during the discussion-with obe
dience and wholehearted cooperation 
as its basic law. Much time was 
given to the discussion of practical, 
every -day problems in the function
ing of community life, emphasizing 
that the administrative principles 
and laws must never be divorced 
from the underlying spiritual truths. 
Such questions as the following were 
used as springboards for discussion: 

. "What is the purpose of God's CovA 
enant?U HThe power?U "What is the 
source and authority of our assem
bly?" "About what subjects can an 
assembly consult?" "How much au-



thority does a committee have?" 
etc. The answers given spontaneous. 
Iy showed understanding and ma
turity, as well as the great advan
tage to be gained from studying tt>
gether_ 

The afternoons were made up of 
two sessions: a highly instructive 
three-months' course on "Compara· 
tive Religion" giveh by Mrs. Flor· 
ence Holsinger in three sessions!; 
and 'ITeaching, the Greatest Gift 
of God" presented by Mrs. Mildred 
Clark and Mrs. Else Horneman with 
the assistance of Miss Jindra Myna
rova, speaking on "Youth," and Mrs. 
Jean Deleuran, on the uTeaching of 
Children." The compilation of quota· 
tions on teaching, used as an inspira· 
tion for the keynote lecture, is a 
treasure. 

The Children's hour was a special 
treat. Seven from the Children's 
Class in Copenhagen and two from 
the Summer School presented their 
program of prayers and songs in 
both English and Danish. We saw 
the projection slides of the Danish 
ABC Book with the outline of the 
Temple, which the childreo had 
made with their own hands. We 
heard their teacher, Mrs. Jean De· 
leuran, tell of their experiences in 
forming a study class and their ad· 
ventures in Baha'i living. Hlf you 
want the thrill of a lifetime, start 
a Baha'i class for children," Mrs. 
Deleuran advised. uSuch amusing 
things happen . . . One little girl 
after hearing that all the Prophets 
of God had brought the same spirit
ual truths said, "a re you sure they 
didn't peek into each others' books?" 
She said that the spark of enthusi
asm is sooner or later caught by 
the non-Baha'i parents, who begin 
to a !tend firesides-one mother had 
already made her declaration. 

The evenings were devoted to 
workshops-the first being the pres
entation of "A Baha'i Nineteen Day 
Feast" by the Geneva Community 
and the second "A Meeting of the 
Copenhagen Assembly," both model 
Baha'i gatherings. Here we a'b-
sorbed without effort-learned by 
example~ which is, after all, the 
best teacher. 

Each person present received cop
ies of every lecture (and for the 
most part in his own language) to 
take home with him-besides the 
Third European Teaching Confer· 
enee Reference Book, an excellent 
text-book for teachers. This mate· 
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rial bears silent testimony to the 
hours of research, inspiration, labor 
and selfless devotion that have gone 
into its preparation-translations, 
lectures, stenciling, mimeographing 
in English, German, French. Nor
wegian, Swedish and Spanish (~ Her
culean task!) 

Space does not permit the record
ing of more than a few valuable 
contributions during this time; 
"What the Cause now requires is 
not highly cultured and intellectual 
people but a number of sincere, de
voted persons who regardless of 
their own limitations, forsake their 
all to spread the Faith." "Spiritual 
Feasts, according to 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
are for the partaking of spiritual 
food and the enjoyment of GOd." 
"We must look upon the Assembly 
as an organic whole. We get the 
threads of truth from every mem
ber. It is necessary for us to weave 
those threads into a perfect pat
tern. u I'Tbe source and authority of 
an Assembly is Baha'u'llah. If we 
disobey our assemblies, we disobey 
Baha 'u 'llah .• , "The bonds of love 
and Wlity do not depend upon Ian· 
guage-they are of the spirit and 
need no spoken language." '·Our 
deepest thanks to the ETC, and to 
the American believers . . . our 
greatest love. U 

Who can say how far the influence 
of the love and unity r ama ~ing from 
this Conference·Summer School has 
penetrated? One instance is already 
known. A native of Lapland, driven 
by an irresistible urge she could not 
explain, journeyed by air from Swe
den to revisit, after fifteen years, 
the International School at Elsinore. 
Upon arriving next to the last day, 
her first question was; "What kind 
of a conference is being held? " The 
radiance of her smile removed all 
doubt-she had sougbt and she had 
found. She would carry this great 
Message of Baha'u'llilh to her pet>
pIe in Lapland! 

As we gathered together for the 
last time that Sunday evening, there 
was unmistakably a ~·greater aware
ness of our inescapable responsibil~ 
ities." In gratitude to the American 
believers, there was a prayer for 
the American nation, requested by 
the European believers. There are 
slides showing the work being done 
on the Most Holy Shrine of the 
Bah. which brought us even closer 
in spirit to that Ark of Salvation 
for humanity today. There was His 
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prayer, "Is there any remover of 
difficulties save God? ... " said in 
fifteen different languages. There 
was the memory in our hearts that 
this entire year was a Holy Year 
of the supreme sacrifice of. The 
Blessed Bab. May God help us "to 
transmit, with greater confidence 
and effectiveness, the message that 
has been entrustedU to our care. 

-CHARLOTl'E STIRRArr 

Message From European 
Conference to Guardian 

Shoghi Effendi Ra b bani 
P.O. Box 155 
H a ita 
Palestine. 

177 registered believers represent. 
ing 22 countries gathered in unity at 
the Third European Bah8.'i Teaching 
Conference, Copenhagen, Denmark. 
All deeply. moved by our Guardian's 
dynamic. message, mindful of our 
responsibilities, rededicating our
selves to accomplish under his guid
ance the task ahead, deepen our 
knowledge of the Faith, rapidly dif
fuse message Baha 'u'llah, striving to 
live the true Baha'i life, expressing 
our gratitude for his guidance and 
assistance in the past year, our in
most desire to lighteo his heavy bur
den, and expressing our loyalty and 
devotion. 

-THIRD EUHOPl!:AN TEACmNG 

CoNFERENCE 
Telegram sent Tuesday the 25th of 
July. from Elsinore. 

Braille Around the World 
An inquiry from the Chief Libra

rian of the Canadian National Insti
tute Library for the Blind in Toronto 
made possible the placing of. a 
Braille copy of "The Reality of 
Man" in this important library. We 
rejoice that this was brought about 
through the work of two blind 
Baha'is i.n Toronto, who had been 
asking the library for Baha'i books. 

In this country the cooperation of 
the friends in purchasing books for 
the blind has served a twofold pur
pose: bringing the Message to many 
more blind people and enabling the 
Committee to finance a reprinting in 
Braille of "The Reality of Man" in 
this austerity period, when we must 
function without a budget. 

A list of literature available in 
Braille may be obtained from 
BaM'j Service for the Blind. 

-BAHA 'f SERVICE FOB THE BLIND 
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'l"IIIe float represeD1~ '"This Earth ODe Country" was eDtered iD tile aDDuaI parade 
at AD.ra«e~ Alaska, by the Bahj.ti Children's Work.shop~ The 19 cbildrea aDd 2 
adu1:ts wore costumes ef 14 diffel'ent countries. ADother picture showed oDlookers 

crlJWdlag the reotIops. 

Annual Reports from 
Local Spiritual Assemblies 

LANSING, MICH. 
Seven monthly public meetings 

were held with various outside 
speakers, including Emeric Sala 
from Canada. Several fireside meet· 
ings were conducted using visiting 
speakers. Publicity for these affairs 
and the Faith in general included 56 
paid newspaper ads, 22 free articles, 
7 city·in-brief articles, and 2 letters 
to the editor. On the occ asion of 
United Nations Week, the Prayer for 
AU.. Nations was inserted as a paid 
ad, and this was the only ad placed 
by any religious body during that 
special commemoration. 

Paul Pettit, student at Michigan 
State College, gave a talk on the 
Faith to a congregation of 110 for the 
Spiritualist Episcopal Church, at the 
YWCA. Speaking 00 a panel on "Re
ligious Brotherhood" at the college, 
during Brotherhood Week, Kenneth 
Christian freely mentioned the Baha'i 
Faith. Later he spoke to 22 peo
ple at a home meeting of Mormons 
and in March was asked to provide 
Baha'i literature for a faculty mem· 
ber of the college who wished to in
clude it in a new courSe being de
veloped. 

During the year the community 

met for social evenings :built around 
the wrapping and dispatching of reo 
lief parcels to Europe, 17 being sent. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

This community accepted two new 
believers, and three youth reaching 
twenty-one became voting members. 
Study class held weekly for non
Baha'is averaged 10 in attendance 
with junior youth classes also 
weekly, attended by up to 13 chilo 
dren, mainly from families other 
than flah;; 'i. Regular Friday night 
public meetings were held all year, 
and a meeting once a month desig
nated. as a special meeting, and av
eraging 31 in attendance. Tw<> spe· 
cial meetings brought audiences of 
175 and 225. 

Paid advertisements have been 
run regularly in two large newspa
pers and there were good accom· 
panying free news stories. The youth 
of this area planned and carried out 
a good series of fireside and public 
meetings. 
ASTORIA, ORE. 

This Assembly, newly f<>rmed by 
joint declaration of the nine mem
bers of the gmup. April 21, 1950, be
g an with the pioneering efforts of 
Zara B. and Major Er Dunne who 

moved here from Seattle in May 
1948. They set up a fireside weekly 
and invited their near neighbors. 
Their efforts were rewarded and in 
autumn of the same year the first 
Baha 'f Teaching Committee met, fol
lowed 'by a luncheon for 27 persons, 
mainly friends who had never heard 
01 the Faith before. 

Public meetings were planned for 
each month and carried out, with 
speakers from surrounding cities 
and outstate communities, with help 
of the RTC of Oregon. Study classes 
were held at least weekly. some lim
ited to Baha'is and others open. Al
though nearing the goal of nine 
members, on two occasions believ
ers were confirmed only to move 
elsewhere. Finally in February this 
year the ninth declared himself, thus 
bringing the group its well·fought 
objective. 

COLUMBIA, S.C. 
Study classes held in various 

homes overlapped to cover most of 
the year, including one at the U.S.O. 
Club until the closing of these clubs, 
and one at the Chamber of Com
merce, also open to all races. Six 
paid newspaper ads and four free 
articles helped publicize the Faith 
and tbese activities as well as the 
visit of the Fords. 

Mrs. Bahiyyih Ford spoke to a 
class of 100 at University of S.C., 
on subject of United Nations, "One 
World," receiving an invitation to 
spe ak to a group of 400 on her next 
visit. Her talks at Benedict College 
were so popular that it was neces
sary to mOVe to a larger auditorium 
to handle them. 

Several non-Baha'is were present 
at meetings for the Declaration of 
the Bab and the Naw·Rliz Feast, and 
one guest at the latter asked permis
sion to use the Hidden Words verse 
from a card presented to her, as 
ta.ble favors for a dinner party she 
was to give later. Of firesides held 
during the year, one turned up two 
African girls, students at Benedict 
College, so there was opportunity to 
show them the Nigerian Baha'i youth 
in Baha'i News and arrange for later 
meetings. The girls, Cora Boykin 
from Liberia, and Gladys O. 
Shajobi of Nigeria) were pleased 
at thi::-> contact with their home re
gion. 

CARMEL, CALIFORNIA 
Much free publicity was given the 

Faith in the form of social items in 



the local papers when Baha'is visit
ed? news articles, and posters in shop 
windows. Over 500 pamphlets, Ba
ha'i. World Faith~ were distributed 
in less than five months from boxes 
placed in the bus and airport termi· 
nals and the taxi office. 

Mrs. Mamie Seto held firesides on 
several occasions. In addition to 
these and other firesides, a series 
of public lectures on Comparative 
Religion were held in October. 
Speakers were Dr_ John Stroessler, 
Mrs. Louise Groger, Firuz Kazemz
deb, and Dr. Mildred Nichols.' 

NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 
At public feasts, anniversaries, and 

special meetings, the New Haven 
Community had in attendance at 
each event from 2 to 17 non-Baha'is. 

"Peace Through World Religion" 
was the topic of Mr. William P. 
Patzer's talk for World Religion 
Day. This meetiug was publicized 
by 500 cards of invitation as well 
as notices in the daily papers. 

Study classes have been held reg
uarly every Monday night. Some An
swered Questions has been studied. 
On alternate Mondays, Dr. Alice 
Kidder, Greenwich, of the Regional 
Teaching Committee has assisted by 
tE"acbing. One youth has received in
struction each Friday night. 

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
Miss Anabelle Ivory, George 

Goodman, Karl Krug, Dr. David 
Rube, and Rustam Payman were 
speakers for the public meetings. A 
successful Summer Session consisted 
of two classes a week for six weeks. 
Further teaching efforts included 3 

weekly study in Administration for 
Bah.a'is and an informal class for 
non-Baha'is. 

BOISE, IDAHO 
The Baha'is of Boise held various 

types of public meetings, sympo5i· 
ums, a panel, lectures and films with 
the following subjects included: 
When East and West Meet; What 
Is My Religion; These Days of Un
foldment; America's Great Oppor
tunity; He, The Spirit of Truth Is 
Come. 

The guest speakers were college 
professors, an attorney, and the Asst. 
State Superintendent of Schools. In
vitations with literature were mailed 
for the meetings and literature per-
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Baha'i Addresses 

National Office: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue, WUmette, 
Illinois. 

Make Checks Payable ta: 
NatiODal Baha'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue+ Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks for books aDd pamph
lets pa.yable to: 

Bahi~i PabUsblDg CommlHee 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
307 South Prairie 
Champaign, Illinois. 

taining to the subject was given out 
at the door. A guest book was main· 
tained. 

On World Religion Day, three 
Baha'is spoke on "Progressive Reve
lation." "Basic Similarities of AU 
Revealed Faiths," and "Civiliz.ation 
cif Baba'u'llah." Open house was held 
before the lectUres and a film, «The 
Goal is World Order," was shown 
iutermittingly in one room. In an
other, 1iterature was on display. Re
freshments were served after the 
program. 
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Publishing Announcement 
In Baha'; News for May, 1949, 

under the heading "First Things 
First" the National Spiritual Assem
bly urges the believers to review the 
successive messages from Haifa, 
beginning with The Citadel of the 
Faith of Baha'u'!!cih, that they may 
see how the Guardian has been pre
paring ·us for specific and concerted 
sacrifice. In case there is need of 
this important letter, (the believers 
have all had copies, of course. but 
sometimes they are mislaid) the 
Publishing Committee has copies for 
sale, price 10e each. We also have 
The Challenging Requirements of 
the Present Hour sent to us by the 
Guardian in June 1947. This letter 
should be reread and reread** price 
per copy 25c. 
'** self cover 36 pages 

Important: 
International Relief 

The friends are asked to send no 
packages and no letters- to the east 
zone of Germany. This is an urgent 
request. 

-INTERNA'l'lONAL RELIEF 

REPRESENTATIVE 

There is no created thing but is 
overshadowed by Thine aU-conquer. 
ing power. and is vitalized through 
Thine all-embracing sovereignty. 

-BAHA'u'LLAH 

Maywood. Illinois. julliors ha.d a. program and. lawn party iD M"ld-July. The children 
ranging In ace from 10-13 presented the life of QlU'ratu'l-'Ayn. 
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Contributions from Assemblies 
for the Month of August, 1950 

Alaska - Anchorage. A.rizona - North 
Phoenix. Phoenix, Tucson. Arkansas -
Eureka Springs, Little- Rock. California. 
-Alhambra, Berkeley. Beverly Hills, 
Burlingame, Geyserville, EI Monte Twp., 
Escondido Twp., Fresno, Glendale. Glen
dale Twp., Inglewood. Long Beach, Los 
Angeles. Monrovia. Monrovia Twp., Oak
land, Oceanside, Palo Alto, Pasadena. 
Sacramento, San Bernardino. San Diego, 
San Francisco, Santa Barbara, Santa 
Monica. South Gate. 

Colorado - Colorado Springs, Denver, 
Coanecticut - Greenwich, Hartford, New 
HaveD. Delawar'e-Wilmington. Disi. of 
Colambia - Washington. Florida - Jack
sonville, Miami, St. Augustine, Georgia 
- Atlanta. Augusta, Hawaii - Honolulu, 
Maui, Idabo-Ada County. Boise. Dlinois 
-Batavia, Champaign, Chicago, Dan
ville, Evanston, Maywood, Oak Park, 
Peoria. SpIingfield, Urbana. Wilmette. 
Winnetka. 

lDdiana -:.- Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend. lowa-Cedar Rapids. Water
loo. Kansas - Topeka. Louisiana. - New 
Orleans, MaiDe-Eliot, Portland. Massa,.. 
eillusetts - Beverly, Boston, Brookline. 
Springfield. Worcester. Michigan-Battle 
Creek. Detroit. Flint, Grand Rapids, 
Lansing, Muskegon. 

:MiDDesota - Duluth. Minneapolis, St. 
Paul. M""lSsisslppi - Jackson. Missouri
Independence, Kansas City, St. Louis. 
MontaDa--Helena, Great Falls, Nebr~ka 
-Macy. Omaha. NeWaoda-Reno. New 
Hampshire - Portsmouth. New .Jersey
Dumont. Jersey City, Newark, Ridge. 
wood, Teaneck. New York-Binghamton. 
Buffalo. Geneva, Hamburg, Jamestown, 
Mount Vernon. New York, Rochester, 
Syracuse, Waterloo, Yonkers. 

Norib. Carolina - Greensboro. North 
Dakota-Fargo. Obio---Cincinnati, Cleve
land, Columbus, Dayton, E. Cleveland, 
Lima, Toledo. Oklahoma. - Oklahoma 
City. OreC'OD-Astoria, Portland. Pennsyl
vania - Philadelphia, Scranton, West 
Chester. Rbode Island-Providence. 

Soa1h CaroliDa. - Greenville, Columbia. 
South Dakota-Sioux Falls. TeDDeSsee
Memphis. Texas-Dallas, Houston, San 
Antonio. Vermont-Brattleboro. Virginia 
- Alexandria, Arlington. WashiDgtoD -
Kirkland. Monroe, Richmond .Highlands, 
Seattle, Spokane, West Vi.rginia--Charles· 
ton. WiscousiD-Kenosha, Madison, Mil· 
waukee. Racine, Somers Twp" Wauwa· 
tosa. Wyoming-Laramie. 

Special Contributions: 
Baha'i Group of North Sydney 
Baha'i Youth of Milwaukee 
Baha'i Assembly of Adelaide, S.A. 

Total number of assemblies 167 
Assemblies contributing in August 148 
Assemblies not contributing in August 19 
Groups contributing 55 
Individuals contributing 225 
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Enrollmeuts 
Enrollments reported by 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 

CALIF., Los Angeles 2; WASH" D. C. 
1; FLA .. Miami 1; MASS., Springfield 1; 
OHIO, Cleveland 3; PA., Philadelphia 1; 
TENN., NashvH1e 1; WASH., Seattle 2; 
WIS., Milwaukee' 3; Wauwatosa 1; 
YOUTH 1. 
EnroUments reported by 
Regional Teaching CommUtees: 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

Central New York 1 
Mass., R. I., Vt., 1 
So. N. Y., Conn, 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
Ill., Iowa 1 
Wis. 4 
Mich. 6 
Ohio 1 

WESTERN STATES 
So. Calif. 1 
Ore. 1 Youth 
Alaska 1 
Wash. 2 
No. Calif., Nev. 3 

SOUTHERN STATES 
E. Division 
Del., Md., Dist. of Columbia 1 

TOTALS: 
Adult-39 
Youtb-2 

Seeond Annual 
World Religion Day . 

The third Sunday in January, 1951, 
will be <>bserved as World Religion 
Day by the American Baha'i Com· 
IDWlity, in accordance with the es
tablishment of this public event last 
year. 

From the widespread interest 
aroused by the first World Religion 
Day, the N:ational Assembly antici· 
pates even more effective public proa 
grams, local and n,ational, in 1951. 
It is gratifying to report that several 
other National Assemblies have 
recognized World Religion Day, 
making it an international activity 
of the Faith. 

Detailed plans will be reported to 
the friends by the Committee or 
Committees directly concerned. 
Mark the date on your calendar 
and begin your local plarming well 
in advance. World Religion Day is 
one of our most effective agencies 
for public proclamation of the Faith. 

-NATIONAL- SPIRITUAL ASSEIYIBLY 

From NSA 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

v..ishes to inform the believers that 
a letter has been received from Miss 
Josephine Kruka stating her name 
was used by Mr. James Overbeck in 
his Ozark. project without her 
knowledge and consent. 

Marriages 
Portland. Oregon. Barbara Jean Jacob. 

son to Calvin E. Steinmetz, July 16, 1950. 

Boise, Idaho. Jayna Loy Walker to 
Frank R. Erfurth. May 22, 1950. 

Correction 
In the July issue of Bahci.~i News 

there occurs an error in the Inter· 
national Relief Annual Report on 
page 14. The fifth line should read 
"Baha'i Communities~' rather than 
"Baha'i Committees.?' 

We must endeavor night and day to 
purify the hearts from every dross. 
sanctify the souls from every restric.
tion, and become free from the dis
cords of the human world. Then the 
divine bestowals will become evident 
in their fullness and glory. 

-'ABDU'L--BAHA 
-------

There is ne.ed of a superior power 
to overcome human prejudices; a 
power which nothing in the world of 
mankind can withstand and which 
will overshadow the effect of all other 
forces at work in human conditions. 
That irresisti hIe power is the love of 
God. 
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"Untapped Sources of Celestial Strength" 
Beloved friends: 

The message written by Shoghi Ef
fendi in his own hand under date of 
July 5, 1950, has been published in 
Baha'i News, thereby bringing all 
lunerican Baha'is into spiritual in
Umacy with the Guardian of - the 
Faith of Baha'u'llah. Through him 
the Manifestation focuses the saving 
Spirit of God upon the Baha'i com
munity. and from him the Baha'} re
cei yes that guidance which alone can 
attune the soul and mind to the 
needs of the Faith in the somberest 
hours of human destiny. 

That message contains one pas
sage which it will pay us to ponder 
over and over until every word ha s 
been heeded by the heart and not 
merely read by the eye. For empha
sis and clarity the two sentences are 
divided into their distinct meanings. 

"Opportunities, though multiplying 
with every passing hour. 

will not recur, some for another cen
tury, others never again." 

"However severe the challenge, 
however multiple the tasks 

however short the tim e. however 
somber the world outlook, 

however limited the material re
sources of a hard-pressed, adoles
cent community, 

the untapped sources of celestial 
strength from which it can draw are 
measureless in their potencies and 
will unhesitatingly pour forth their 
energizing influences, 

if the necessary daily effort be made 
and the required sacrifice be willing
ly accepted." 

Statesnlen and philosophers, eccle
siastics, economists and journalists 
produce millions of words a day to 
explain, appeal, warn and influence 
the masses of the people. In eighty
three words the Guardian has ex
pressed for us the essence of our 
spiritual relationship to life today. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 

The National Temple Campaign 
Last month the National Assem

bly announced that plans for the 
Temple Campaign were being pre
pared and that three steps had al
ready been taken. The believers 
were informed that a handbook would 
be issued later for all Baha'is; pre
senting the campaign plans and de
scribing the rna terials to be made 
available. 

The first stage of the campaign 
for the body of the believers will 
be the holding of Temple Institute 
Conferences, both locally for com
mtmities and regionally for groups 
and isolated believers able to at
tend. 

For these Institutes a Temple 
book is being .prepared. It will con
tain the essential Tablets of the 

Master and the important passages 
from the Guardian's writing~ con
cerning the House of Worship. It 
will contain selections from reports 
and articles written by engineers 
and architects· explaining the meth
ods and materials employed in . con
struction. Architecture, ornamenta· 
!ion, use of the auditorium, nature 
of the meetings of worship to be 
conducted--<lIl will be presented. 

The purpose of the Temple insti
tutes is twofold-to inspire the whole 
Baha'i community with the spiritual 
significance of the completed Ma:m
riqu'I-A4bksr, and to prepare every 
believer with the facts he needs for 
public teaching, personal and inti
mate teaching, or participating in 
the Temple campaign plans of his 
local community. 

NEWS 
YEAR 107 BAHA'I NEWS 

Please await word of the Temple 
Institute and prepare to take part 
in the Conference. Never since the 
coming of the Master to this con
tinent have American Baha'is been 
given such a notable public event 
as the .completion of the Temple 
and its use for the universal wor· 
ship revealed for this age. 

-NATION,<\!, SPIRITUAL AsSEl\rIBLY 

Yonr Address in the 
National Balul'i List 

Your individual name and addresS" 
is needed by the National Office, 
not merely for purposes of general 
correspondence but especially for 
the monthly mailings of Baha.'i 
News. Baha'i News is not forward
ed by the Post Office to your new 
address unless you provide stamps 
for that purpose in advance. It 
comes back to the National Office, 
whereupon an inquiry is mailed io 
the believers last address on a 
postcard form, which is forwarded. 
when the new address is known at 
the P.O. When that inquiry is an
swered by the believer, the Baha'i 
News is mailed· out again. 

Believers temporarily absent from 
home who do not make proper ax· 
rangements with their Post Office 
set in motion the same process. 
Their current Baha'i News is rea 
turned to the National Office, the 
inquiry sent out, and when the 
believers reply that their address 
has really not changed, the Baha'i 
News is mailed a second time. 
Whenever a real change of address 
is reported, a new address stencU 
is made, and the permanent card 
record of the believer is corrected. 

The procedure at the National Of
fice is based upon a sense of re
sponsibility for maintaining a cor
rect national Baha'i list and mak
ing a monthly contact with individ
ual believers through BaIui'i News. 
Individual believers can assist by 
advance notice to the National Of
fice of a change of address, and 
proper arrangement with the local 
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Post Office when temporarily away 
from home. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Indentifieation Cards 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

has adopted identification cards for 
credentials to be carried by indi
vidual believers instead of the let
ters which have been given in re
cent years. 

The Baha'i identification or cre
dentials card is in small size, for 
billfold or handbag. 

The card is printed in two dif
ferent ways: one for members of a 
local commlUlity for use in travel 
within the United States or for any 
other use within the United States 
requiring Baha'i credentials. This 
card is to be signed by the secre
tary of the local Assembly. Re
quests for this identification card 
are to be made to your own local 
}\.ssembly. No other form of Baha'i 
credentials is to be employed by 
local Assemblies hereafter. 

The other type of card is issued 
by the National Assembly to indi
vidual Baha'is net members of an 
organized community for use within 
the United States, and to individual 
believers. community members or 
isolated, for use outside the U ni ted 
States. 

Sample cards of the first type 
have been supplied to all local As
semblies, which may request a sup
ply from the National Office. 

-NATIONAL SPDtITUAL ASS£l!I.oIBLY 

Healing 
Excerpt from letter from the 

Guardian to an individual Baha'i, 
June 8, 1948. 

"The Guardian knows nothing 
about your kind of healing, nor 
would he care to go into the ques
tion in detail. a s he has no time for 
such rna tters. But he can lay down 
for your guidance certain broad prin
ciples: there is no such thing as 
Baha'i healers or a BaM'! type of 
healing. In His Most Holy Book (the 
Aqdas) Baha-'u'llith says to consult 
the best physicians, in other words, 
doctors who have studied a scien
tific system of medicine; he never 
gave us to believe He Himself would 
heal us through "healers," but rather 
through prayer and the assistance 
of medicine and approved treat
ments. 

Now, as long as your healing is 
in no OPPOSition to these principles, 
as long as you do not try and take 
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the place of a regular doctor in try
ing to heal others. but only give 
them your kind of help through con
structive suggestion-or whatever it 
may be-and do not associate this 
help with being a channel of the di
rect grace of Baha 'u'llah, the Guard
ian sees no harm in your continu
ing your assistance to others. But 
you must conscientiously decide 
whether, in view of the above, you 
are really justified in continuing. He 
will pray for your guidance and hap
}Jiness. 

Peace 
P. S. I might add that he does not 

believe any radiations of thought or 
healing, from any group, is going 
to bring peace: Prayer, no doubt, 
will help the world, but what it needs 
is to accept BahiL'u'llah's system so 
as to build up the World Order on a 
new foundation, a divine founda
tion! ... " 

Memorial Gift 10 Library 
for the Blind 

The Baha'i Community of Col
orado Springs recently purchased 
from the National Committee of 
Baha'i Service for the Blind two 
books in Braille and one Talking Book 
and presented them to the Colorado 
School for the Deaf and Blind, re
placing books which had been de
stroyed by fire. This presentation, 
which was given prominent publi. 
city in local papers, was made in 
memory of the lale Gwendolyn Mc
Reynolds, former student at the 
School and daughter of Mrs. Ger
trude Olmstead, both of whom were 
among the first believers in Colo
rado Springs. 

This Committee is grateful for the 
splendid cooperation of the friends 
in Color ado Springs, who have not 
only brought before the publi c their 
gift to the blind, but have publicized 
th~ broad scope of the work. 
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World Religion Day Plans Announced 
Glohal Bahil ~i Public Relations 

The second annual World Religion Day will be held January 21 (third 
Sunday), 1951. As in 1950, the NSA-sponsored event offers Baha'i com
munities and groups a public relations opportunity to tell the Baha'i 
story 9£ world religion. The Baha'i story stands in sharp contrast to 
the effort of older faiths to form inter-faith committees and call the 
result religious unity_ In 1950, more than 175 U. S. Baha'i communities 
reported public activities on World Religion Day. This scene was re
peated by Baha'i communities in Canada, Great Britain, Germany, 
India, Australia, Central and South America. 

Central theme for 1951's World Religion Day is "World Religion Is 
the Path to World Unity." Basis of all program materials is the repe· 
tition of this theme, simply, that religion has always been the source 
of unity and that world religion is the source of world unity. Focal 
point of program, as in 1950, will be the local Baha'i activity emphasiz
ing the national theme. 

A portfolio of program plans will be released to Baha'i communi
ties and groups November 15. This will enable communities to discuss 
local plans and to set up program schedules at the Feast of Speech, 
November 23. First national publicity will go to the press about De
cember 1. 

Portfolio will contain a guide manual blueprinting practical plans of 
action for Baha'i communities, a series of releases for press and radio, 
and background program materiaL other materials developed for 
Wodd Religion Day include a four-page mailing folder which features 
a map of "Baha'i World Community" and a graph showing the growth 
of the world community. 

Address all communications concerning World Religion Day to the 
committee at 112 Linden avenue, Wilmette, nlinpi~._ 

-BAHA'i PUBLIC RELAn:ONS 

To the thoasands of persons who annually visit Ute Bahi'i Temple, the exhibits 
I!iIIunm here &ell the story of the interior construction of the Temple aDd of the 2501 
centers comprisiDg the Baha'i World CODUnuDity. On the 60 x. 90 inch map, Baha'i 
c01lllUtes are outiiDed in ftuorescent paint~ Red and green dots mark assem bUes 

aDd centers. 
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Speaker's Aids 
WIDCH PRESIDENT FIRST SAID 

THE WORLD WOULD BECOME 
ONE NATION? 
Answer: 

U.S. Grant (1822-1885). In his sec
ond inaugural address, in 1873, 
Grant said: "I believe that our 
Great Maker is preparing the world? 
in His Own good time, to become 
one nation, speaking one language. 
and when armies and navies will no 
longer be required. H 

President Grant was one of the 
"Rulers of America and the PrE>si
d~ents of the Republics therein" mEm
tioned 'by Baha'u'llilh in the Kitcib-i
Aqdas when he called upon them 
to "bind with the hands of justice 
the broken." 

Seasoning 
1. Hell is an extinct volcano. 
2. Modern reasoning: HI warn 

you, this atom bomb is dyna
mite!U 

3. The only way on earth to mul
tiply happiness is to divide it. 

Essay on Action 
"Moving dwarfs are to be pre

ferred to sleeping giants. "-Shake
speare. 

"Justice, love and kindness must 
he the instruments of strength, not 
of weakness. 

That an enfeebled man cannot 
fight is not accounted a virtue. 
Were physical weakness a vir~ 

tue, the dead would be perfect for 
they can do nothing." 

-'Amm'L-BAHA 
Ditline Philosophy pp. 68-69 

On Mu~ammad 
DID MU~ RECOMMEND 

FORCE IN SPREADING ISLAM? 
Answer: 

No. Proof: "Let there be no com
pulsion in religion." (QuT'an 2:257) 

"And fight for the cause of God 
against those who fight against you: 
but commit not the injustice of at
tacking them first: God loveth not 
injustice." (QuT'an 2:186) 

"To fight for the spread of the 
faith is not once mentioned in the 
QllT'an. MulJ.ammad did not draw the 
sword for his own defense nor for 
the safety of his followers. He ap
proved the use of force in defense 
of the community, a law to which 
incidentally every Christian com~ 
munity has had to adhere or perish." 
(This Ea·rth One Country pp. 84-85) 

BAHA'i CONSULTATION is like a 
good handshake: No upper hand. 

-WILLUM SEARS 
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Four of the five Baha'i delegates to the ~rence of the Internationa.l Non-govern
mental Organiza.tions caUed by Ute United Natinns Department of Public Relations 

in Geueva. Switzerland. June 26-28, 1950. 

Report of the Delegates of the 
Baha'i International Community to the 
Fourth Conference of International 
Non-governmental Organizations 

The purpose of the conference was 
to consider teaching the public about 
the UN and gaining public support 
for fostering cooperation between 
UN, Specialized Agencies of UN 
and 7 Non-Governmental Organiza
tions. 

The conference was held at the 
Palais des Nations in Geneva, Switz
erland, with about 200 delegates rep· 
resenting 103 countries. The confer. 

. ence divided into 5 committees. As 
the Baha'is had a delegation of 5 
they were able to take part in all 5 
committees. Members of the Baha'i 
delegation were Prof. Bishop Brown, 
Di--:-Ugo R. Giachery, Rafi Y. Mot· 
tahedeh, Mildred R. Mottahedeh, 
and 'Abbas Bagdadi. 

The Baha'i representative on the 
committee on Teaching of the UN 
was Prof. Bishop Brown, who was 
able to present a resolution which 
was warmly received and adopted, 
This resolution wa s to the effect that 
the NGO's employ all their resources 

to create and intensify all over the 
world a general atmosphere favor
able to the acceptance of the princi
ples of the UN. 

On Committee 2, which dealt with 
UN Teaching in Europe, the Baha'is' 
representative was Mr, Ugo Giach
ery, Media used were film, radio, and 
the press, The problem of languages 
is serious. UN produces propaganda 
material in only 5 languages-Eng
lish' French, Spanish, Russian and 
Chinese, but in the USSR alone there 
are 50 official languages. 

Mr. Giachery had an opportunity 
to state that the Rome Baha'i Com· 
munity takes great interest in UN 
activities and especially in the sign
ing of the Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

The Baha'i delegation proposed the 
name of Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh 
to serve on the committee to coordi
nate the efforts of the NGO's edu
cational board. 

Mr. Rafi Mottahedeh was the 

Baha'i representative on Committee 
3, which dealt with UN teaching in 
the Americas. Mr. Mottahedeh found 
that because of his Baha'i experi
ence in. handling discussion, he was 
able to draw some constructive con
clusions and resolutions from the 
rather scattered comments. The reso
lutions of the committee were large
ly formulated by Mr. Mottahe· 
deh. He was also able to win some 
new friends for the Faith. 

Committee 4 had for its Baha'i 
representative Mrs. Mildred Motta
hedeh. It dealt with UN informa
tion problems in Asia and the Paci
fic. She was able to suggest solu
tions agreeable to both parties when 
sharp differences of opinion were 
expressed. She offered 4 resolutions 
which were passed. She also sug
gested a method of distribution of 
UN information to non-member 
countries. Mrs. Mottahedeh made 
some warm friends among members 
of the committee. 

Committee 5 consulted about the 
Iranian Association for UN and 
about problems in South Africa. Mrs. 
Taimurtash, daughter of the former 
Prime Minister of trim and Vice 
Chairman of the committee, gave a 
report of the work of the Iranian ru
sodation for the UN. The Associa
tion held a seminar on the UN in 
TilJran this year and invited people 
from 5 countries (among them 
India, Afghanistan and 'Iraq) to at
tend. 

Mrs. Motlahedeh stated that the 
Baha'is of iran should have been in
vited as they are members of 
the Non-Governmental Organiza
tions. -Mrs. Taimurtash contended 
that there are no Baha'is in fran, 
the Baha'is being merely a sect of 
Islam. 

At this point Mr, La wrence of the 
World Assembly of Youth asked 
about the Baha'i Organization and 
said he had never heard of it. Mrs. 
Moltahedeh then gave a brief expo
sition of the Faith and added that 
the principles of the Baha'i Faith 
were more nearly identical with the 
principles of the UN than those of 
any other organization. _Mrs. Motta
hedeh presented a resolution that the 
Iranian Baha'is as members of NGO 
should have been invited to the Tth
dm seminar. Mrs. Taimurtash gre~ 
angry and said that the iranian gov
ernment does not recognize the 



Baha'is. Mrs. Mottahedeh replied 
that the UN recognized them as was 
witnessed by the Baha'i participation 
in this conference. Mrs. Motta
hedeh's resolution with a strength
ening amendment from the chair
man was accepted by a strong ma
jority vote. 

At the plenary session held on the 
last day of the conference the Baha'i 
delegation handed in the following 
memorandum: "The Delegation of 
the Baha'i International Community 
wishes to propose the reappointment 
of Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh, one of 
its delegates, to the Committee of 
Five for the coming year. Mrs. Mot
tahedeh is a world wide traveller 
with deep knowledge of international 
social affairs and able to reach. 
through her Qrganiza tion, people of 
100 countries." 

At the tea follow ing the plenary 
session many delegates congra t
ulated the Baha'i delegates on their 
work in the conference and asked to 
know more about the Faith. 

The Baha'j delegates hope that a 
competent core of Baha'is in each 
country will be trained to participate 
in national conferences of NGOs. At 
these meetings Baha'i training 
shines out and Baha'i delegates are 
able to win many friends who will at 
least have respect for our principles. 

At the Geneva conference many 
people spoke of the outstanding work 
done by our delegates. The fact that 
they tried to be just, harmonious .. 
constructive, and non-political and 
to appreciate others' efforts was ree· 
ognized. The Baha'i delegates were 
!better prepared in discussion tech
nique than most of the delegates
this, of course, because of Baha'i 
training in committee ~d convention 
work. 

There is opportunity at the confer
ences to speak of what Baha'is have 
done in certain fields. Tact and dis· 
cretion on the part of the delegates 
is in such cases of the utmost im
portance. 

Calendar 
19 Day Feasts: 

Qudrat (Power)-Nov. 4 
Qawl (Speech)-Nov. 23 

Anniversaries: 
Birth of Baha'u'llah - Nov. 12-

work suspended 
Day of Covenant-Nov. 26 
Ascension of 'Abdu'l Baha-Nov. 28 

NSA Meetings: 
Nov. 30, Dec. 1, Z, 3. 

BAHA'i NE\YS 5 

Around the Baha'i World 
BRITISH ISLES 

The victory which the· British 
Baha'is attained in going beyond the 
goal of their Six Year Plan was 
largely due to the efforts of 85 pia· 
neers, who carried out 126 projects. 
Among the other fa ctors which 
brought about such great success 
were: 200 posters~ a series of large 
advertisements followed by smaller 
weekly ones, 6,000 postcards with 
the principles on them sent through 
the post to private telephone sub
scribers, follow-up work by corres~ 
pondence with inquirers who attend
ed meetings. adoption of groups by 
LSA's, and teaching conferences. 
The Conference held at Man·chester 
Dec. 31, 1949, and Jan. I, 1950, was 
outstanding in the number who at~ 
tended, in a new sense of maturity. 
awareness of the Guardian. unified 
action~ and personal faith and de
votion. The presence of Mrs. Amelia 
Collins greatly aided in attaining 
these qualities. John Robarts of Can
ada sacrificed a we1l4 earned holi
day to work for the Plan. He was 
privileged to witness 18 declarations 
during his 13 days visit. His tour 
was financed by the Canadian NSA. 

The British BaM'. Publishing 
Trust has published a Baha'i pam
phlet in Welsh. 

The Six Year Plan having been 
so successfully finished, the Guard
ian has :intrusted the British Baha'is 
with a Two Year Plan to be car
ried out after one year's respite. Its 
three parts are: 1. To consolidate 
the 19 Assemblies now established 
in England, Scotland, Wales, North 
Ireland, Eire~ 2. To form nuclei in 
3 dependencies of the British Crown 
in either East or West Africa. To 
translate, publish, and disseminate 
Baha'i literature in three African 
languages in addition to those a14 
ready undertaken. 
fRAN 

The Persian 45 Month Plan, 
which ended on first Ri<;ivan, 1950, 
called for the establishment of 62 
Assemblies, 20 groups and 13 new 
centers in Persia and 3 Assem
blies and 4 groups in adjoining coun
tries. The Persian Baha'is went be
yond the goal by the additional form· 
ation of 31 Assemblies, 17 groups, 
and 11 centers in Persia and 1 As· 
sembly and 2 groups in adjoining 
countries. In a letter to our National 
Secretary, their Secretary wrote. 

May 24 1950, that considering all 
the reverses and restrictions they 
experienced they cannot attribute 
their victory to anything but an act 
of Providence. 

Near the end of the pioneering 
project Dr. Berjis, a well mown 
Baha'i physician in Kashan received 
a call to a house where a person 
was said to be gravely' ilL No sooner 
had he entered the house than the 
door was locked behind him and he 
was assailed by blows which caused 
his death. Thus he sealed the his· 
toric enterprise with his life blood. 

Baha'i women of Persia have a 
4 year Plan designed to wipe out 
illiteracy from among them. 
INDIA, PAKISTAN, BURMA 

Pioneers in the Plan for these 
countries created 7 new centers in 
India, 5 in Pakistan, 1 in Burma, 
and 1 in Ceylon. In order to com
plete the Plan by July 9, 1950, the 
NSA requested the Community to 
convert 2 groups each in India, Pak· 
istan, and Burma to Assemblies and 
to settle 1 or 2 pioneers by Ri(lV3n, 
1951, in Indo-China and Malaya, and 
to consolidate groups and Assem
blies established so far. 

The New ETa has been published 
in 21 languages of these three coun· 
tries. 

The separation of Burma and Pak. 
istan has entailed great difficulties. 
Travel from one country to another 
required visas, which are not easy 
to get. Civil disturbances in Burma 
put back the work there. An attack 
by insurgents on Daidanaw .... the viI. 
lage of 'Abdu'·I·Baha, scattered the 
friends, deprived one of his life, in
flicted physical disability on another. 
When the friends were enabled to 
return they found themselves desti· 
tute. Later, news came from the Ran
goon As sembly of the formation of an 
Assembly at Moulmein through the 
emigration of Baha'i families from 
Daidanaw. 

In April, anqther appeal was made 
to the Prime Minister for the de
requisitioning of the National I:Ia;pra 
in New Delhi, and the result was 
awaited. 
CANADA 

;Canada's Five Year Plan calls for 
the formation of 14 additional Assem· 
blies by 1953 to swell their total to 
30. 

Canada held two summer schools in 
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1950, the Laurentian Baha'i School at 
Beaulac, and the Ontario Summer 
Conference at Franklin Ca"ll" 

The Canadian Baha'i News men
tions the importance of not overlook
ing the social columns of local news
papers. The society editor should be 
advis.ed of visiting Baha'is,- the pur
pose of their visit, and any entertain
ment for them. 

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA 
The NSA purchased some time ago 

a ruined building in Frankfurt-Main 
which is being converted, through 
the offerings from the believers of 
work rendered and of money, into 
an Administrative Center. The NSA 
is calling the believers to sacrifice, 
reminding them that they might de
prive themselves every month of 1 
or 2 pounds of oranges, 30 grams of 
coffee, 3 cigarettes, or a visit to the 
movie. 

Baha'i Nachrichten for June, 1950, 
gives evidence of a new unity among 
the believers. It expresses deep grat
itude for Shoghi Effendi's wisdom 
and ever present guidance during dif
ficult times of stress and strain due 
to personal differences, and gives 
thanks for the various visitors he 
sent to Germany. Through them the 
German Baha'is were enabled to un
derstand better the Administration 
and were assisted in overcoming per:'" 
sonal differences and thus mark prog
ress, 

As the work on the new Adminis
trative Center is absorbing all the 
funds the Baha'is can contribute, the 
National Teaching Committee has 
called upon all the Baha'is to arise 
as teachers wherever they may be. 
Since it seemed difficult to collect 
dues for Baha'i Nachrichten one of 
the Baha'is, Dr. H. Grossmann, has 
offered to pubJish and mail it at his 
own expense. 

A German student has written a 
thesis on the Baha'i Faith entitled 
"The Cause of God. n It can be ob
tained in mimeographed copy from 
the author, Mr. R. Jockel, Wendlin
gen (Neckar), Germany. Price DM2. 
This is the second student ·thesis on 
the Faith to come from Germany. 
the first being Dr. Zabih's doctor's 
thesis '·The Solution of the Social 
Questions Bqsed on the Baha'i Teach· 
ings," which was produced tmder the 
direction of the University of Tubin
gen. 

Much evidence of growth and con
solidation in the various German 
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Baha'i communities appears as one 
studies the reports of local assem
blies. The Faith is on the forward 
march in Germany. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 
The annual convention was held 

April 28-May 1, 1950 at the Hazira
tu'l-Quds, Sydney. The Aust~alian
New Zealand Plan calls for an in
crease of 12 in the number of As
semblies by 1953. Ten of these have 
already been established. 

The Baha'i News Bulletin for July 
prints this thought-provoking ques
tion, "Have you ever considered why 
prayer in this Dispensation has been 
made obligatcry? and why Bah;"
u'll3.h has revealed three daily ob
bgatory prayers'?" 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY 

of the 
BAHA'IS OF THE 

BRITISH ISLES 

Permanent Address: 
BM.iBaha'i, London, W.C.L 

Secretary's Address: 
49 Sandbourne Avenue, 

Merton Park, 
London, S.W. 19 

Tetephone: LiBerty 7960 
Information about London 

Baha'i Meetings or other Baha'i 
addresses may be had by writ
ing or telephoning the Secre
tary of the National Assembly. 

Inter-America News 

Pioneer Arrivals 
October 15 found Mrs. Frances 

Benedict Stewart en route to the 
Islands where she began her public 
campaign of service to all Latin 
American centers in the West In
dies, northern South America, and 
Central America. The length of her 
stay is a s yet not fully determined. 
Her coming is everywhere anticipat
ed with the greatest joy and expec
tation, for Mrs. Stewart is a veter
an traveler and speaker for the 
Faith in these countries and offers 
O'l background of unusual influence 
among peace-loving people. 

The fresh crusade of resident pio
neers continues unabated. Flora 
Hottes, pioneer to Puebla and Coat
epee, Mexico, has arrived at her 
post, after taking flight on the 
maiden voyage of the new Constel
lation from Chicago, where she was 
honored as first passenger, and 
while posing for pictures, had the 
opportunity of speaking of the na
ture of her mission. Meanwhile, Mr, 
and Mrs. Amoz Gibson of Washing
ton have been received in Mexico 
City and established themselves as 
students in the university, 

Jean Silver arrived in Havana 
and was greeted by a tropical ty
phoon which continued for two days 
and was followed by clearing skies 
and a fine Institute with the friends 
of that city who have been studying 
with pioneer Ruth Moffett this sum
mer and fan. During the Institute 
two joined the community. Mrs. 

Moffett accompanied Jean to her 
permanent post in Cieniuegos, the 
Hcity of a hundred fires," where 
she had some years ago begun the 
long trek to assembly building_ 
They report that a residence and 
center have been found in a pent· 
bouse overlooking the Del Prada, 
where it is hoped that there will 
. 'soon be regular meetings under 
the stars," 

At the end of September Dr. Mal
colm King passed through Miami 
en route to his post in Jamaica, and 
like a friendly wave of the hand 
came his card, "Flying over tomor
row, God willing." 

Ruth Blackwell writes from Port
au-Prince the good news of three 
new enrollments, and speaks of the 
arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Bates in 
New York, where they will enjoy 
a visit this fall. 

Artemus Lamb has "just concluded 
a visit to Costa Rica. after a fleet
ing call on the friends in El Salva
dor where they rallied to meet him 
at the Ateneo of the Capital. Pio
neer Louise Caswell, speaking of 
the visits of Mr. Lamb, Larry Kra
mer, and Dr, Robert Gulick this 
fall, happily remarks that little 
Costa Rica feels richly blessed. 

Pioneer arrivals also include Es
teban Canales to assist Sheila Rice
Viray in Asuncion t Paraguay, Blan
ca de Campos in Quito, Ecuador, 
and Maria Rivera who has gone to 
Colon, Panama, and will immedi
ately become a member of CEBMA, 



Mrs. Frances Benediclt. Stewart. 
pioneer ira yeUng in West Indies 

Central America's National Teach
ing Committee. 

In South America, Dorothy Camp
bell is now on Venezuelan soil, and 
farther south, Eve Nicklin, with Mr. 
and Mrs. David Beckett of Lima~ 
Peru, have arisen to establish resi
dence in Callao, the goal city of 
that country. This is heralded as a 
notable act of pioneering, as Callao, 
with its own five believers, wiH thus 
be virtually assured of attaining its 
assembly status in April. Lively 
classes are already ~der way to
ward this end. Gallao is Peru's -sec
ond city to establish a center, not 
far distant from Lima, the coun
try's capital, and present seat of 
CEBSA, the Teaching Committee of 
South America. 

Community Glimpses 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, provides con

~ tant news of a heartening nature. 
The September report includes two 
regular firesides, a thriving youth 
group and childrens' group, weekly 
public meetings, book displays and 
sales, deepening classes, and four 
more friends preparing for mem
bership. A real bee-hive of activity, 
Sao Paulo has rapidly become an 
incubator of outgoing pioneers for 
South America. and radiates its in
fluence in wide directions. 

Community life has been affected 
by the deepetting studies of the In
£titutes. Mrs. Margot Worley writes 
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from Rio, "Many felt a deep spiri· 
tual uplifting during the' meetings, 
and deep silences were experl
enced. . . . The whole conference 
was bathed in light." These so
called Institutes, jt shOUld be point
ed out, were not of the type held in 
North America, but served more 
the purpose of bringing the B aha' i 
school into the range of attendance 
at home, and covered a larger 
range of subject material. Curiously 
enough, they have played a part 
in attraction as well as deepening. 
Mrs. Worley further writes: "Aurea 
Cooper brought fifteen fine young 
students, (his English pupils) and 
after listening to the Message, one 
asked what he should do to become 
a Baha'i, and another begged to be 
allowed to join the conference. This 
young man came to every meeting 
and drank in the Teachings." This 
seems to have been a general ex
perience, shared in both territo
ries. 

A touching glimpse of rural com
munity life comes from Dorothy 
Campbell after her recent visit to 
Chichicastenango, G u ate m a I a, 
where she found twelve believers, 
among them Fulgencio Giron, the 
first Baha'i and a teacher in the 
schools. Speaking of a pure Hfe as 
the great teacher. she said that dur
ing her stay Sr. Giron was honored 
by visiting educators from Guate
mala City, who, in collaboration 
with local educators, held an "Act 
of Homage" and presented him with 
gifts and a sheepskin signed by 
men who wept shamelessly in pre
senting it in remembrance of his 
long years of selfless, humble in
fluence and service. The life 01 such 
a believer. she felt, was in itse1f an 
(:l ct of pioneering. 

Julie Regal? recently returned 
from a vacation project in Puerto 
Rico, pictures for us the loyalty 
and friendliness of the San Juan 
community and sums it up with the 
statement, "The friends there are 
small in number but strong in har· 
mony and in faith." 

PubJicity Here and The1'e 
Speaking of the public aspect of 

Julie's visit, Dr. Edris Rice-Wray 
writes of two public talks and reports 
that a picture and article appeared in 
San Juan's leading newspaper ~ and 
that an article on the Faith was 
accepted by the Association 01 
Pressmen of Puerto Rico for their 

7 

own magazine. Radio programs, be· 
gun by Margaret Swengel last year, 
left a very friendly impression, and 
San Juan offers fifteen minutes of 
free radio time every Saturday for 
Baha'i use. 

Esteban Canales likewise reports 
radio activity. Two radio addresses 
each week are given in Asuncion 
in an effort to awaken fresh public 
interest. A stepped up demand for 
radio everywhere will very possibly 
lead to a booklet form of suggested 
radio presentations. 

Larry Kramer. now assisting Mrs. 
Katherine Cole in Managua, Nic
aragua, has had success both in 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica in the 
newspaper field. In a recent report 
he points out that a simple home 
meeting in the house of Mrs. Louise 
Caswell in San Juan occasioned two 
long news articles in that city, and 
that the exhibit of paintings left in 
these countries by Mrs. Shiela Rice
Wray likewise led to unusual pub4 

licity of a very favorable nature. 
Dr. Robert Gulick calls attention 

to outstanding publicity work ac
complished by John Eichenauer 
during his recent journey, and par
ticularly mentions articles publish
ed by the editor of the best known 
chain of papers in Mexico. 

Along somewhat different lines, 
but simultaneously, Artemus Lamb 
conducted, in collaboration with the 
Inter-America Committee, a letter 
campaign in the city of Washington 
for contacting outstanding visitors 
in the city. Good public contacts 
will also undoubtedly result from 
the meeting dedicated to Latin 
America in New York, to be held 
at the end of November, at which 
representative visitors 'will be fea
tured, and the New York Latin pub
lic welcomed. 

Widespread Incorporations 
Basis of Legal Strength 

One of the goals stressed by the 
Guardian himseH has been Latin 
American incorporations. This year 
the Inter-America Committee has 
adopted the goal of achieving this 
in all Capital cities where the law 
does not forbid it. Thus far in South 
America incoporations include Co· 
lombia, Brazil, Bolivia, Paraguay. 
Chile, and Venezuela; in Central 
America Cuba, Guatemala, Pana· 
rna, and El Salvador, with final ap
plications filed also in Dominican 
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Republic and Honduras. Two in 
Central America J two in the Islands, 
and three in South America remain 
to be won. 

The importance of such a firm 
legal basis can be se€n in the rise 
of those Institutions destined to play 
so great a part in the World Order 
and in the life of Latin America 
itself. In addition to the schools of 
South America at Aseisa, Argen
tina, and Loncoche, Chile, we have 
the first indication of the future 
basis of the rise of like Institutions 
in Central America in the purchase 
by Mrs. Marcia Stewart Atwater, 
of property located near Tegucigal
pa, Honduras, to be dedicated to 
the purposes of the National Assem
bly of that area. 

-INTER-AMERICA COMMTI'TEE 

New York State Fair 
Banked with green drapes and 

pine boughs, a gleaming white model 
of the Baha'i House of Worship 
struck a peaceful note in the com
mercial atmosphere at the 1950 New 
York State Fair in Syracuse. 

Flanked with gladioli, chrysanthe
m urn sprays and a vine covered 
fountain, the model loaned to the 
Central New York RTC by the Buf
falo Baha'i Center, revolved through
out eight days and evenings, attract
ing the attention of about 20,000 peo
ple who stopped and either appreci· 
ated the beauty of the booth, or care
fully examined its display. 

The main features of the exhibit 
were the Temple model, a display 
of Bibles of the world including 
three Baha'i books, and a curved 
placard with the quotation uThis 
Earth is but One Country and Man
kind Its Citizens." 942 pamphlets 
were distributed, and many personal 
contacts resulted. 

A complete report including cost, 
diagrams, pictures, results, evalua
tion, p1ans for follow-up, and sugges~ 
tions for the future has been com
piled and placed in the hands of the 
Northeastern Area National Teach
in Committee for reference by any
one planning a similar project. 

Marriages 
Detroit, Michigan. Eva Pearl King 

to Roger Leclair, September 9, 1950. 
Engelwood, Colorado. Joy Gilles

pie to Elmer John Kortemeyer Jr., 
September 9, 1950. 
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Progress in Temple Construction to September Z9~ 1950 

Contributions from Assemblies 
for the Month of 
September, 1950 

Alabama - Birmingham. Alaska - An
chorage. Arizona - North Phoenix, Phoe
nix, Tucson. Arkansas - Eureka Springs, 
Little Rock:. California - Alhambra, 
Berkeley, Beverly Hills, Burbank, E1 
Monte Twp., Escondido Twp., Fresno, 
Glendale, Glendale Twp., Inglewood, 
Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monrovia, 
Monrovia Twp., Oakland, Palo Alto, 
Pasadena, Sacramento. San Diego, San 
Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, 
Santa Monica. South Gate. 

Colorado- Colorado Springs, Denver. 
CODDecticRt. - Greenwich. Hartford. New 
Haven. Delaware - Wilmington. Dist. Of 
Columbia. - Washington. Florida - Jack
sonville, Miami, St. Augustine. Georgia
AUanta, Augusta. Hawaii - Honolulu, 
Maui. Ida.ho - Ada Cou.nty, Boise. 

Illiuois - Batavia, Champaign, Chi· 
cago, Danville. Evanston, Maywood, Oak 
Park, Peoria, Springfield. Urbana, Wau
kegan, Wilmette, Winnetka. 

Indiana -Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend. Iowa.-Cedar Rapids, Water· 
100. Kansas - Topeka. Louisiana - New 
Orleans. Maine - Portland. Massachu
setts - Beverly. Boston, Brookline, 
Springfield, Worcester. Mlchlpn - Ann 
Arbor. Detroit, Flint, Grand Rapids, 
Lansing, Muskegon, Roseville. Minnesota 
_ Duluth, Minneapolis. St. Paul. Missis
sippi - Jackson. Missouri - Indepen
dence, Kansas City, St. Louis. 

Montana. - Great Falls. Nebraska
Macy, Omaha. Nevada - Reno. New 
Hampshire - Portsmouth. New Jersey
Dumont. Englewood, Jersey City, Mont
clair, Newark, Ridgewood, Teaneck. Ne-w 
Mexico - Albuquerque. New York
Binghamton, Buffalo, Hamburg, James
town, Mount Vernon, New York, Roches
ter, Syracuse, Waterloo, Yonkers. 

North Carolina - Greensboro. North 
Dakot. - Fargo. Ohio - Cincinnati, 
Cleveland. Columbus, Dayton. East 
Cleveland, Lima, Toledo. Oklahoma -
Oklahom.a City. Oregon - Astoria, Port
land. Pennsylvania - Philadelphia, Pitts
burgh, Scranton, West Chester. Rlliode 
IsI&nd - PrOVidence. Sollth Carolina
Greenville. Columbia. 

South DakGta - Sioux Falls. Tennessee 
- Memphis, Nashville. Texas - Dallas, 
Houston, San Antonio. Utab.- Salt Lake 
City. Vermont - Brattleboro. Virglnia
Alexandria, Arlington. Wash1ng1oa. -
Kirkland, Monroe, Richmond Highlands, 
Seattle, Tacoma. West Vir,JiDia -Charles· 
ton. Wisconsin - Kenosha, Madison, Mil
waukee, Racine, Shorewood, Somers 
Twp., Wauwatosa, Whitefish Bay. Wyom
ibK - Laramie. 

Total Num.ber of Assemblies ........ 167 
Assemblies contributing ............ 154-
Assemblies not contributing ......... 13 
Groups contributing ................. 50 
Individuals contributing ............ 230 

Special eontributioDS: 
Baha'i Assembly of Adelaide. S.A. 
Baha'i Children'S Class of Fresno 
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Sed.Jding and preparations for decora.ting columns of Temple interior. 

Memorial Contributions 
B. Dr. Zia Bagdadi. 
C. Mothers 01 Mr. and Mrs. Harold A. 

Chamberlin, Amelie Conrow. Gail Cur
win, Gerald Curwin. 

D. Mrs. Ellen F. Davies, Ida Mary 
Deemer. James A. Deemer. Willard S. 
Deemer, Eliabeth Detwiler, Joseph Det· 
wiler. Richard R .. Duckett, Mary Denise 
Dupont 

E. Mrs. Louisa Eardley. 
F. Dayna Farrand, Miss Barbara Fitt· 

ing, Georgina Fitzgerald. Elizabeth FOfS
ter, .John Freitas. 

G. Robert P. Gitlin, Mother of Marie 
Grant. 

H. Charles Hammerstrom, Hall Has· 
san, Mrs. Ruby C. Heise. Dr. Willis S. 
Hilpert, Emogene Hoagg. 

I. Charles loas. 
~. Harold L. Johnson, Marjorie E. 

Johnson. 

K. Lillian F. Kappes, Sophia Kappes. 
L. Family of Mrs. Mina Lundquist, 

Mrs. William Lawrence, William M. 
Lynch. 

M. Frank Magee, Ella J. Meissner, 
William B. Meyer, Mrs. Mary .T. Morris, 
Dr. and Mrs. Morris ,J. Moth, Dr. Rob
ert S. Moth, Mary Rumsey Movius. 

O. Alice R. Owen. 
P. Jeanette Pam. 
R. Mrs. LUcile Reddick, Mrs. Mary J. 

Revell, Orcella Rexford, Mrs. Helene 
Jackson Richardson, Miss Ella Robarts, 
N. Gambetta Roldan. 

S~ Gordon SchIilaty, William E. Scott, 
Sylvia E. Sendenburg, Robie Sessoms, 
Husband of Mrs. Clara Sharp (Tihran), 
Alexander Stern. Leon Stern, Mrs. Rosa 
M. Stevens. Merle A. Sweney, Robert 
R. Sweney. Axel Swenson, John W. Sykes. 

T. Edward Turner. 
V. Severine Solvesen Velde. 
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W. Charity Cobb Warrick, Evelyn Wat· 
son, Hallie Watson, Amelia B. Willard 
D. Seymour Willard~ Henry Bowers wn: 
lard, Mary Livingston Willard, Ida 
Velde Williams, Catherine Winegar, Eva
line W"rnegar, ,John Winegar, Chas. H. 
Withers, Sr., George W. Woods. 

Fair at Morris County, N.J. 
The Morris COlmty Fair officials 

mvited members of the Budd Lake 
Group in New Jersey to participate 
ir. the Youth Plaza of the 1950 Fair 
on August 22·26. With the Regional 
Teaching Committee's consent, they 
a ccepted the offer eagerly. 

Bea and Jesse Alexander and Wil
liam Towart met with the Area 
Youth Committee to formulate plans 
by which the booth could be staffed 
by youth members from New York, 
New Jersey, and Philadelphia. Ted 
Weiss was assigned the task of mak
ing the five large colored posters, 
13x5) , which were to illustrate One 
World. Religion and Science, The 
Faith in 100 Cotmtries, Progress 
through Cooperation, and Independ· 
ent Investigation. 

Instead of the small section of a 
tent originally assigned for their ex
hibit, the Baha'is were given an en
tire tent at the very entrance of the 
Youth Plaza. The large Baha'i World 
Faith sign drew tbe eyes to the booth 
where an illuminated model of the 
Temple and the colored posters were 
displayed. Comfortable chairs and a 
ta hle for free literature completed 
the tent iurnishmgs. 

On the opening night, Allan Kelsey 
spoke over the fairground loud 
speaker system on ~ 'The Young 
Prophet of a World Faith". Twenty· 
five Baha'is, some from as far as 50 
miles away, stood in front of the 
booth as he spoke. Friday afternoon 
Carol Kelsey was interviewed about 
the Faith over Station WMTR, Mor· 
ristown. 

During the fair 500 visitors passed 
through the booth taking 600 pieces 
of literature. 71 signed the guest 
book. Many asked for information 
a bout meetings. 

The Budd Lake friends suggest a 
permanent national fair committee 
to organize the work and increase 
the scope of local committees for 
county and state fairs. Good use of 
fair facilities, they feel, will bring 
the Faith to thousands of people each 
year and provide local groups and 
assemblies with new contacts. 
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Directory Additions and 
Changes 

Area. Na:tiooal Teaching Committees: 
WESTERN AREA 

Mrs . .J esma Herbert 
'125 South Alvarado St. 
Los Angeles 5. California 

ReP"",,1 Teaching Committees: 
OREGON 

Mrs. Virginia Martig, Sec'y. 
2960 Sunnyview Ave. 
Salem. Ore. 

COLORADO, WYOMING 
Mr. Clarence Schneider, Sec'y_ 
3BOO S. Galapago 
Englewood, Colo. 

ALASKA 
Mr. County- Harvey. Chairman 
Mrs. Dorothy Frey. Sec'y_ 
Box 1837 
Anchorage, Alaska 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Mrs. Annamarie Honnold, Sec'y 
524 Rutgers Ave. 
Swarthmore. Pa. 

FLORIDA (SOUTH) 
Mrs. Frances Baumgartner, See'y_ 
Box 371-R, R.B. 1 
North Miami, Fla. 

Local Spiritual Assembly Secretaries: 
MAUl, T.R. 

Mrs. Mabel J. Van Valkenburg 
Kibei, Maui, T,H. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 
Mrs. Bernice Montgomery 
3847 E. 146 St .. Z. 20 

ALBUQUERQUE, N. M. 
Mrs. Rosemarie Smith 
P.O. Box 1206 

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 
Dr. Robert L. Gulick. Jr. 
2424 Ashby Ave. 
Berkeley 5. California 

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 
Mrs. Bernice Anderson 
718 N. 4th Ave. 

National CotnmlUees 
UNITED NATIONS 

Mr. WiUiam de Forge, Chairman 
Mrs. Etta Mae Mikhael, Sec'y. 
99-41 64th Ave. 
Forest Hills, L.I..- New York 

CHILD EDUCATION 
Mrs. Arlene Borowick, Chairman 
Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, Sec'y. 
4700 47th St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Bahj.'i News is published by the 
Natioaal Spiritual Assembly of the 
Ba.h3.~is of Ule Untted Siates as the 
official news-letter of the Baba/i 
Community. 

It is edited by Ba.b;i,'i News Edi
torial Committee: Mrs. Elea.nor 
Hutchens, Mrs. Mabel Paine, Mrs. 
Doris Fincham. Editorial office: 
Mrs. Elea.nor Hutchens, 3M S. 
Prairie, Champa-len. minois. 

Please report changes of address 
and other matters pertaining to 
distribution to the Bah.&'i Na.tional 
Oftjce~ 536 Sheridan Road, WU· 
mette, mlDois. 
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Home Front 
Rochester, New York 

Plans were made. to continue a 4 
year old advertising project in the 
pages of the Rochester Democrat & 
Chronicle. Several communities are 
cooperating, and the primary objec
tive is to make the name "Baha'i" 
better known in the loo-mile circle 
a round Rochester tha t represents the 
bulk of the paper's circulation. Of
fers of free literature have resulted 
in new contacts, some as far away 
as Detroit and Winnipeg. 
Miami, Florida 

"Rocks of God," a magazine fea
ture of the Miami Daily New8~ gives 
an account each Sunday of a church 
in the area. On May 28. a full page 
was devoted to the Baha'i Faith in
cluding a picture of the Temple and 
the Local Spiritual Assembly. Many 
comments, none unfavorable, were 
received. 

An "Each One Bring One" Social 
with slides, songs by a non-Baha'i 
and refreshments entertained 16 
guests, 6 non-Baha'is. 
Lakewood, New York 

It is suggested that believers who 
are suitably situated consider enter
tain:iu.g one_ pr .more_ foreign students 
during holidays and in the summer. 
This provides splendid opportunities 
for public or fireside meetings es
pecially if the guests have Muslim, 
Hindu or Confucianist backgrounds. 
For further information write Ex
periment in International lAving, 
Putney, Vermont, or your nearest 
college or university. 
Hamburg, New York 

A week-end youth conference in 
August was attended by 23 children, 
lQ of them from out of town. In the 
Saturday programs, Mrs. James 
McCloskey taJked to the teenagers 
on uSelf-Command to Produce Con
structive Living," while Mrs. Edith 
McLaren taught the younger chil
dren. An inspiring feast program in 
the evening included a memorized 
prayer by each. Later. the younger 
children danced the Virginia Reel 
and the teenagers square-danced. 
For Sunday, Peter McLaren and Vir
ginia Vullo, respectively, discussed 
"Living The Life" and "The Mani
festa tions of God" with the teenag
ers' andt again, Mrs. McLaren took 
charge of the younger ones. On re
quest, the older group submitted 
criticisms and suggestions for sub
sequent evaluation by the adult be
lievers. 

Another August youth event was 
the lawn picnic for the children's 
class with Mrs. Calvin Pritchard as 
hostess. Nineteen youngsters, rang~ 
ing in age from one to eleven, were 
served by some of the older stu
dents. 

Oakland and Alameda, California 
These communities gave a ser

ies of 6 lectures at the Community 
Club House through June to Octo
ber. Hinduism and Buddhism, Zoro-
astrianism, Judaism, Christianity, 
Islam~ Baha'i World Faith were pre
sented by Mrs. John Stroessler, Miss 
Virginia Breaks? Dr. Gustav Loew7 

Mrs. Louis Groger, Mr. Amin Ba
nam, and Dr. Mildred Nichols. re
spectively. Three newspapers and a 
poster in a florist's window gave ex
cellent publicity. 19 Baha'is and 13 
'Don·Bah;i'is attended the first meet
ing and some planned to make a spe
cial effort to attend the rest of the 
series. 

Maui, Hawaii 
In a recently launched humanitar

ian program, the Baha'is of Maui 
have given assistance in four ways. 
Money was -donated to the TB As
sociation Chapter and also to the 
Public Health Nurse of Kihei dis
trict to use in providing medical re
lief for a needy non-Baha'i. Clothing 
and other necessities were sent to 
the Island of Hawaii for persons who 
were left homeless in the volcanic 
flow. Baha'i literature was enclosed 
in the boxes. Notes of thanks have 
been received. Encouragement and 
sheets for an ill chlld have been 
given to another needy fa mily. 

Radio station KMVI has requested 
a prayer record with a number of 
recorded prayers for use (with other 
denominations) in opening the sta
tion at 5: 30 a. m. The prayers were 
recorded by Morris Freedman of the 
Honolulu Assembly and have been 
used many times. It is over this 
same station that the Maui Assem
bly sponsors a weekly 15 minute pro
gram. 

Anchorage, Alaska 
Aware of the possibility of an in

vasion through Alaska, an inter
Community Conference was held to 
consult on instructions and guidance 
to be found in the Teachings. Every
one participated in bringing quota
tions from Baha'i literature perti
nent to three phases of the world 



crisis: Description of Present Crisis, 
Our Duties and Responsibilities as 
Bah,,'is, The Future Foretold. The 
importance of proclaiming ~Ithe One 
Message that can alone extricate hu
manity from the morass into which 
it is steadily sinking" was empha
sized. Our responsibilities as Baha'is 
are "in direct 9PPosition to the 
policy of retreat from chaos into an 
artificial refuge prepared in ad
vance. . . . Your investment in se
curity derives from dedication of 
soul, not purchase of land." 
Rhode Island 

The Department of Civil Service 
of the Slate of Rhode Island has 
given recognition to the Baha'i Holy 
Days by granting the request of the 
R TC secretary, who is em played as 
a social worker, that she be permit-
1ed to remain absent from work with 
pay on those days. The request was 
made in memo form and sent 
through to many people who might 
not have heard of the Faith before. 
Southern and Central 
New York State 

Something unique in Baha'i teach~ 
ing was a series of concerts by 
Nancy Gates, violinist, and Harriet 
Kelsey for Southern and Central 
New York. A short talk centered 
around her three years of pioneering 
in Denmark was given by Nancy. 
The committee, Lowell Johnson, 
Betty Rhodes, and Mehdi Firoozi, 
were aided enthusiastically by 
Jamestown, Hamburg, Rochester, 
Geneva and Syracuse. Every per
formance attracted either the largest 
audience to date, or, as large an 
audience as any of the most suc
cessful circuits previously held. It 
also received the greatest publicity. 
Ten papers annoWlced, and/or re
ported the event for a total of over 
30 insertions containing more than 
200 column inches. As a news item, 
it was announced for three days on 
WHAM and WGVA. The latter sta
tion interviewed Nancy Gates about 
the Faith and some of its aims and 
principles. The same program may 
be repeated in other regions. 

Juneau, Alaska Boxholders re
ceived 2,000 circulars telling them 
the Baha'i principles and emphasiz
ing the "message for today." 

Fort Wayne, Indiana Two hours of 
tapearecorded music and conversa~ 
tion from pioneers, members of the 
local assembly, and South Ameri
cans studying the Faith, acquainted 
the friends with Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
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Boston, Massachussetts A weekly 
study and dis cussion, with refresh· 
ments, for youth under 30 has been 
especially geared to the needs of that 
age group. 

Victor, Penfield, East Bloomfield 
and Canandaigua, New York cooper
ate in true Baha'i spirit by joint 
teaching programs, Feasts and 
weekly meetings. 

Providence, Rhode Island coma 
bined a picnic with an evening pub
lic meeting. Attending were 3 non
Baha'is, 9 Baha'is and 5 children who 
spent the day swimming, hiking or 
in any other way they desired and 
later listened to a talk by George 
Spendlove. 

Westchester, Pennsylvania assist
ed by Wilmington and Philadelphia 
sponsorf;d a Second July Jamboree. 
Ninety Baha'is and non-Baha'is at~ 
tended for a week end of fellowship, 
sports, devotions, drama. and dis
cussion. 

Los Angeles, California conducts a 
discussion for parents along with the 
classes for children from 3 to 15. 

Publishing Announcements 
Communion With God~ a new com

piIa tion just issued under the same 
title as the first edition. 24 pages 
and a bound stiff cover make a con
venient pocket size. 15 cents each. 

Bound volumes of World OTder 
JIf a gazine from Vol. I April, 1935, to 
Vol. XIV ending March, 1949, are 
available. The price is $3.00 per vol
ume, postage additional. Unbound 
copies for the same years are still 
in stock at 20 cents per copy. 

StaT ofthe West, later called Baha'i 
Magazine, for 1913 to 1935 (with 
some exceptions) is 10 cents per 
copy. 

These magazines contain many 
a rtic1es valuable for teachtng work 
and the bound volumes should be in 
every Baha'i library. 

In Memoriam 
Death protiereth unto every confident 

believer the cup that is life indeed. It 
bestoweth joy and is the bearer of glad~ 
ness. It conferreth the gift of everlasti.ng 
life. 

-BAHA'U'WH 
Miss Georgina Fitz'gerald, Los Angeles, 

Calif. Sept. 3, 1950 
Mr. Charles Drayton, New York, N. Y. 

Sept. 27. 1950 
Mrs, A. G. Robinson: St. Augustine, 

Fla. Sept. 16. 1950 
Mrs. Babetha Mary Beecher, Madison, 

Wis. August 16, 1950. 

II 

Living the Baha', Life: 
Gratitude 

But real thankfulness is a cordial 
giving of thanks from the heart. 
When man in response to the fav
ors of God manifests susceptibili
ties of conscience, the heart is hap
py, the spirit is exhilarated. These 
are ideal thanksgiving. 

There is a cordial thanksgiVing too 
which expresses itself in the deeds 
and actions of man when his heart 
is filled with gratitude For example, 
God ha s conferred upon man the 
gift of guidance and in thankful
ness for this great gift certain deeds 
must emanate from him, To ex
press his gratitude for the favors of 
God man must show forth praise
worthy actions. In response to these 
best9wals he must render good 
deeds, be self-sacrificing, loving the 
servants of God, forfeiting even life 
for them, showing kindnes s to all 
creatures. He must be severed from 
the world, attracted to the kingdom 
of Abha, the face radiant, the 
tongue eloquent, the ear attentive, 
striving day and night to attain the 
good-pleasure of God. Whatsoever 
he wishes to do must be in harmony 
with the good-pleasure of God. He 
must observe and see what is the 
wiil of God and act accordingly . 
There can be no doubt that such 
commendable deeds are thankful
ness for the favors of God. 

The PTDmulgation 
Peace, p. 231 

-'ABDU'L-Bw 
of Universal 

Enrollments 
EnroUmeDts reported by 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 

CALIF., Alhambra 1; Los Angeles 3; 
COLO., Colorado Springs 1; WASH. D. C., 
2; ILL., Chicago 2; Wilmette 1; NEW 
YORK, Yonkers I; ORE., Portland 1; 
TENN., Memphis I; WiS., Milwaukee 1; 
YOUTH 1. 
Enrollments reported by 
RegioDal Teaching Committees: 
NORTHEASTERN STATES 

Penna. 1 
Me. '" N. H. I 

CENTRAL STATES 
Ohio 1 
Wis. 2 
Mich. I 

WESTERN STATES 
Ore. 3 
Colo., Wyo I 

SOUTHERN STATES 
E. DiviSion 

Del., Md., Dist. of Columbia 2 
YOUTH 4 

TOTALS 
Adult 26 
Youth 5 
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Local Annual Reports, Continued 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

Study classes for the year were 
"Teaching Baha'is How to Teach" 
and Personality classes conducted 
,by Harry Ford and study of Advent 
of Divine Justice~ Will and Testa
ment of ~ Abdtt'!-Baha" and Prescrip
tion fOT Living with other members 
of the community as leaders. The 
Youth clas s was attended by 5 reg
istered Youth and other non-Baha'is 
have expressed a desire to attend. 

New plans of Feast presentation 
were tried. For about six months 
only two good readers participated 
with selections made by the chair
man. Later, opportunity was given 
to anyone who had prayers or short 
readings to offer and music. was 
added. This final plan seemed to be 
the most successful, but the assem
bly agreed to keep the Feast deva-
110ns flexible. 

The Naw-Ruz Feast was held at 
the Y.M.C.A. and included a dinner 
furnished by the uY." One of many 
speakers was Auntie Victoria who 
not only had decorated the programs 
with inspirational drawings, but also 
gave the message that world order 
is impossible without unity and unity 
is impossible without fellowship. 

In reviewing the year, the com
munity decided that the ·best way 
to attract non·Baha'is to public 
meetings is through personal invi
tation and that every member 
should feel a special responsibility 
for making contacts when there is a 
good speaker and timely topic. 

SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 
For one evening a month, the 

Springfield Community went to 
Palmer, Monson, or Belchertown, for 
study with these groups in addition 
to regular study within their own 
community. 

Previous to World Religion Day, 
a display of religious books of all 
faiths was arranged at the public 
library. Theodore Lucas gave a talk 
on the oneness of the prophets and 
religious unity. A film, "One God» 
was shown~ also. 

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI 
World Religion Day was observed 

by a dinner with United World Fed
eralists and Fellowship House par
ticipating. E. E. Amick of the Fed
eralists spoke on uWorld Govern
ment." "World Fellowship" was the 

subject discussed by Robert Wesley 
Brown of Fellowship House. Short 
talks were given by Charles C. How
ard, Mrs. Ermina Erickson (a non· 
Baha'i) and Mrs. Olivia Kelsey on 
the contributions of Judaism, Chris
tianity and Islam, respectively. Mrs. 
Opal H. Winans presented the Baha'i 
Faith with the subject "World Re
ligion." Kodachrome Temple slides, 

. accompanied by a wire recorded talk 
concluded the program. Mrs. Anna 
w. Howard, chairman, invited ques· 
tions from audience. 

Further attempts were made to 
contact non-Baha'is by other public 
meetings, a banquet, study classes 
and firesides held by individuals. 

A non·Baha'[ member of the Inde· 
pendence Camera Club had entered 
a picture of the Temple in two photo
graphic contests. He was awarded 
second place in one and third place 
jn the other. Plans were made to 
exhibit it in other contests. Mr. Wal
rath in commenting on it stated, 
"The detail is the best I have seen 
in any photograph of the Temple." 

In April, a 10-minute interview was 
held by Claude Winans with Mrs. 
Dorothy Baker over station KIMO. 

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
Sociability was combined with in

formation in Milwaukee's teaching 
plans. At the first of the year, a wel
coming tea was given for new mem· 
bers of the past two years. Readings 
from the Writings of Baha'u'llilh and 
music provided the spiritual re
freshment. 

Several Saturdays in succession 
were spent in a '·Fellowship Meet· 
ing" with short talks and open dis
cussion on varied topics. Again, 
music and refreshmen ts were 
included. 

A course of "the logic of Baha'i 
Administrationu was conducted, as 
well as fireSides, and the usual Sun· 
day evening meetings and Wednes
day afternoon and evening classes. 

WAUWATOSA, WISCONSIN 
One of the most successful events 

was the Inter·Faith broadcast from 
WTMJ in cooperation with Milwau~ 
kee, Whitefish Bay and Shorewood. 
Anna Hanel .presided as chairman 
with Robert Williams as speaker. 
Earl Theil. accompanied by Audrey 
Daniel, sang. Copies of the talk and 

pamphlets were sent to numerous 
inquirers after the broadcast. 

Wauwatosa conducted the Ridvan 
Feast at the Convention. Fire~ides 
were regular one night each week 
and often were held two times per 
week. 

Social events included a picnic and 
a square dance pa,rty. 

The Wauwatosa Corporate seal 
was adopted in April. 

Bahi'i Addresses 
National Office: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette 
Dlinois. • 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illlnois. 

Hake Checks Payable to: 
Na110Dal. Bahi!I Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
1I~. Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks for books aDd. pa.mph-
lets payable to: 

Baha'i Publishing Committee 

BabA 'j N eWi!! Editorial Office: 
30'7 South Prairie 
Champaign, nlinois 
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Mission of German Baha'is 
Letter trom the Guardian 

Dear and valued co-workers: 

The progress achieved by the Ger· 
man Baha'i community in recent 
months, under the able direction, 
and through the constant vigilance 
and loving care of its elected na· 
tional representatives, is highly gra
tifying and fills me with hope, gnti· 
tude and admiration for the sterling 
qualities that distinguish its mem
bers in their steadfast service t.o 
the Faith of Bahit'u'llilh. The restor
ation of harmony and coopera !ion 
among the dearly loved, high·mind
ed, great.hearted German believers, 
the vigorous prosecution of their 
newly-adopted Plan, the gradual res
toration of their newly purchased 
Haziratu'I·Quds, the steady exten· 
~io~ in the range of their publica
tions, and the notable multiplication 
and consolidation of their reha hi 1i. 
tated institutions, are the latest evi
dences of the unconquerable spirit 
and indomitable faith which have 
consistently animated them in the 
past and which have enabled them 
to weather, in the course of the last 
world conflict. the severest storm 
that has afflicted them since the in
ception of the Faith in their land. 

The process of harmonious coopeT
a tion and the spirit of mutual un
derstanding, remarkably evident in 
the life of a newly resuscitated, 
highly promlsmg, spiritually en· 
riched community must, particu
larly in its relation with the local 
communities in Hamburg and Vien
na, be steadily fostered, however 
great the obstacles that may be en' 
countered. The education of the 
members of the community in the 
principles and essential veri ties un
derlying the Covenants of BaM.· 
'u'llah and of 'Abdu'I·Baha as well as 
the Administrative Order of the 
Faith - the twin pillars sustaining 
the spiritual life and the institutions 
of every organized Baha'i commu
nity-must, at al1 costs be vigorously 

pursued and systematically intensi· 
fied; the multiplication and consoli
dation of Baha'i administrative in
stitutions in both Zones, under the 
jurisdiction of the elected represen
tatives of the community and the 
neighboring territory of Austria, 
must be given a fresh impetus 
through repeated exertions and care
fully devised measures. The initial 
steps, aiming at the incorporation 
of the National Assembly and of ev
ery soundly grounded properly func
tioning local Assembly, should be 
promptly taken, as a prelude to the 
establishment of national and local 
Baha'i endowments for the benefit 
of the entire community. The utmost 
effort should be exerted to hasten, 
on the one hand. the completion of 
the restoration of the national ad
ministrative Headquarters, and cen
tralize on the other, the national 
activities and manifold agencies of 
the Faith in that newly-appointed 
center established in the heart of 
that country. Particular attention 
should, moreover, be given to the 
vital city of Berlin t its needs, its in
terests and future prospects. The 
teaching work, the cornerstone of 
the Baha'i edifice and the primary 
purpose of every Baha'i institution, 
so emphatically stressed by 'Abdu'l· 
Baha in His Will~ shoUld, above all, 
be re-invigorated and relentlessly 
expanded. A closer association 
through correspondence, attend
ance at summer schools, participa
tion at Teaching Conferences and 
collaboration in publications, should 
,be carefully fostered with the sister 
communities now rapidly emerging 
on the European continent, in the 
British Isles, in the North and South 
American continents, in Asia, Africa 
and Australia. 

To these immediate tasks, so vi
tal, so sacred, a community purged 
'in the fires of suffering, revitalized 
and functioning with unity, zeal, fi
delity and enthusiasm, must address 
itself without delay with complete 
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uedicatioIJ and renewed and unde
fleeted resolve, as a prelude to the 
fL1ture unfoldment of its mission, be
yond the confines of its homeland. 
For a national community so vibrant 
with life, so painstaking in its la
bors, so efficient in its methods, so 
impervious to slings and arrows of 
affliction, occupying so central a po
sition in a continent, so politically 
confused) so spiritually starved! so 
sociaiiy agitated and the recipient 
of such favors and promises from 
the lips and pen of 'Abdu'I·Baha 
cannot, if faithful to its destiny, re~ 
main confined in its future activi
ties, to the narrow compass of its 
homeland, and fall behind its sister 
communities in East and West, 
which are forging ahead and are in 
addition to their tasks at home car
rying forward the banner of the 
F ai th in both distant lands and 
neighboring territories, such as Lat
in America, the goal countries of 
Europe, the dependencies in the Far 
North, the territories of the Arabian 
Peninsula, Central, East and West 
Africa, the islands of the Pacific and 
South East Asia. 

Already this commWlity, has, in 
the years preceding the great ordeal 
to which it has been subjected, ini· 
tiated, in however tentative a man
ner, its teaching enterprises beyond 
the confines of its homeland in one 
of the neighboring Balkan territor
ies, and laid to rest, as an everlast. 
ing memorial to its pioneering spirit, 
the remains of its first martyr· in 
the soil of that territory. 

No more adequate and better field 
can be imagined as an outlet for 
the long hemmed in energies of the 
spiritually virile, highly developed, 
outstandingly loyal branch of the 
family of Baha'i national communi
ties, than the neighboring territories 
si tua ted in the Balkan Peninsula, the 
Baltic States, and further afield the 
vast stretches now enveloped in 
darkness, and whose teeming mil
lions hunger for the Light of God's 
saving grace and redemptive power. 

For so glorious and mighty a mJ ... 
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sian, this commwnity, however lim· 
ited its present resources, however 
circumscribed in its numbers, how
ever formidable the various obsta
cles that now stand in its path. must, 
by applying itself assiduously to the 
tasks of the present hour. prepare 
itself and acquire the necessary 
spiritual capacity to launch, in the 
years tbat lie ahead and possibly 
on the morrow of the celebrations of 
tbe centenary of tbe birtb of 
Baha'u'll8h's prophetic Mission, the 
first stage in its historic Mission des· 
tined to embrace so vital a section 
of the European and so colossal an 
area in the Asiatic continents. May 
this community prove itself worthy 
of its high destiny_ 

(Signed) SHOGm 
Haifa, June 28, 1950. 

• Adam Benke, Sofia. Bulgaria, Novem .. 
ber 23, 1932·. 

"Badi'u'lLih Miserably 
Perished" 

Cable from the Guardian 
"BADI'U'LLAH, B ROT HER 

(AND) CmEF LIEUTENANT OF 
ARCHBREAKER (OF) DIVINE 
COVENANT (HAS) MITSERABLY 
PERISHED AFTER SIXTY YEARS' 
CEASELESS, FRUITLESS EFFORTS 
(TO) UNDERMINE (THE) DIVINE
LY-APPOINTED ORDER, HAVING 
WITNESSED WITmN (THE) LAST 
FIVE MONTHS (THE) DEATHS 
(OF) ms NEPHEWS SHOA (AND) 
MUSA, NOTORIOUS STANDARD
BEARERS (OF THE) REBELLION 
ASSOCIATED (WITH THE) NAME 
(OF) THEIR PERFIDIOUS FA
THER." 

Cablegram received NovemheT 3, 
1950. 

The history of tbese Covenant
breakers within the family of BaM
'u'l1i1h is recounted by the Guard
ian in Chapter XV of "God Passes 
By/' pages 244 to 251. The "arch
breaker (of) divine Covenant" was 
Mut)ammad-'Ali. "Gradually and 
witb unyielding persistence, through 
lies, half-truths, calumnies and 
gross exaggerations, this 'Prime 
Mover of sedition' ~ucceeded in 
ranging on his side almost the en
tire family of Baha'u'lIa.h, as well 
as a considerable number of those 
who had formed His immediate en
tourage. Baha'u'llcih's two surviving 
wives7 His two sons, the vacillating 
Mirza Diya'u'IHili, and the treacher
ous Mirza BadPu?llah, with their sis-
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ter and half-sister and their hus
bands ... all united in a determined 
effort to subvert the fOWldations of 
the Covenant which the newly pro
claimed Will had laid," Shoghi Ef
fendi has written. 

~NATlDNAL SPmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

"Heart Greatly Relieved" 
Cable from the Guardian 

(My) heart (is) greatly relieved 
(by the) splendid, welcome evi
dences (of the) intensified activity 
(on the) home front, Europe (and) 
Latin America. Supplicating bounti
ful blessings (on tbe) manifold 
enterprises energetically (and) de
votedly conducted (by tbe) exem
plary American Baha'i CommWlity. 

. --SHOGm 

Haifa, Israel, September 19, 1950 . 
On September 11, 1950 the Na

tional Spiritual Assembly had cabled 
the following message to Shoghi Ef
fendi: 

"Assembly deeply moved (by) 
universal response, devotion, pray
er for :beloved Guardian. Gratified. 
proud, results European Conference 
(and) School. Inter-Committee Con
ference (for) public campaign (on) 
Temple completion resulted plans 
adopted (for) continuing coordinated 
national campaign. Inter-America 
work intensified, including plans, 
documents, formation two Assem
blies, and current dispatch pioneers 
Louise Groger, Jean Silver, Mr. and 
Mrs. Amoz Gibson, Eve Nicklin, Dr. 
Malcolm King, FloT a Hottes, 
Charles loas, Frances Stewart. Ar
dent love." 

"Movements Akiu to 
Baha'i Principle." 

Lett er from the Gua,·dian 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

shares with the friends tbe following 
statement written by the Guardian, 
through his secretary, to the Baha'i 
youth of Lima, Peru, on November 
17, 1945. 

"There are so many movements 
in the world at present akin to var
ious BahitJj principles, indeed we 
can almost say that the principles 
of Baha'u'llilh have been adopted by 
thinking people all over the planet. 
But what tbey do not realize, and 
what the Baha'is must therefore 
teach them, is that these principles, 
however perfect, will never be able 
to create a new society t unless and 

until they are animated by the spirit 
which alone changes tbe hearts and 
characters of men, and that spirit 
is recognition of their Divine origin 
in the teacher sent from God; in 
other words, Baha 'u 'llah. When they 
recognize this, their hearts will 
change and a change of heart is 
what people need" not merely a 
change of intellectual outlook." 

Assurance of Love 
Many Assemblies have reported 

on the special community meetings 
held to pray for the Guardian and 
to cenvey to him their assurance of 
devoted love and loyalty. 

Among these reports the National 
Assembly notes witb gratitude tbe 
messages received from the Baha'is 
of Rochester, Chicago, Champaign~ 
Sioux Falls, Indianapolis, Topeka, 
Ada County, Glendale Township, 
Berkeley, Milwaukee, Charleston, 
Madison, Dallas and Boston-many 
more, if not all Assemblies held sim
ilar gatherings of dedication. 

The Gu.ardian's beautiful acknowl
edgment has already been published 
in Baha'i News. 

-NATIONAL SPmIT'UAL ASSEM:BLY 

How to Report Marriages 
to Baha'i News 

The Assemblies and Regional Com
mittees are requested to report mar
riages to tbe National Baha'i Office 
and not directly to Baha'i News. '!he 
Office will then send a list of mar
riages to BahcPi News on a monthly 
schedule. 

This will assure publication of all 
Baha'i marriages and not merely 
those which individuals report to 
Ban.a'i News themselves. Moreover, 
the National Office needs this infor
mation to correct its membership 
records for change at name and 
change of address. 

-NATIONAL SPmITuAL ASSEMBLY 

Photograph of Shrine 
of the Bah 

The Guardian has sent a photo
graphic film of a beautiful view of 
tbe Shrine with direction tbat prints 
are to be made for s ale to the friends 
throughout the world. 

The Sales Committee has made 
prints and these can be purchased 
at 50 cents each, with 10% discount 
on orders of ten or more. Send cash 
witb order to H. E. Walrath, 4639 
Beacon Street, Chicago 40, I11inois, 
U.S.A. 
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Temple Completion to Coincide With 
Termination of Second Seven Year Plan 

A cablegram has been received 
from the Guardian which defers any 
public observance of Temple com
pletion and use of the auditorium for 
formal worship until 1953. 

"TEMPLE NOT REGARDED 
(AS) COMPLETED UNTIL ALL AC
CESSORIES (ARE) PROVIDED IN· 
CLUDmG LANDSCAPE GARDEN
ING. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
AND WORSHIP MUST COINCIDE 
(WITH) TERMINATION (OF) 
PLAN.!! 

This message was received No
vember 8, 1950. The National Temple 
Campaign already planned and an
nounced for 1951, to signalize the 
end of the present construction con
tracts, is therefote laid aside. It is 
now clear that the year 1953, Cen
tenary of Baha'u'llah's mystical ex
perience in the dungeon of Tihran, 

These two pictures are our first 
opportunity to possess a view of the 
exquisite superstructure being built 
on Mount Carmel, carried as far as 
completion of the arcade. 

-NATIONAL SPmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Conference Institutes 
These Institutes have become a 

very important means of· teaching 
within the Baha'i Com,munity. They 
concentrate, within a few continuous 
sessions, upon texts which are vital 
to the individual Baha'is understand
ing of the Revelation, and which 
many do not really take to heart 
after years of acc asional reading or 
desultory study. . 

Moreover, the collective approach 
strengthens the unity of the comm u
nity. _What we have before us in the 
Institutes are the creative Words 
which alone can bind the minds -and 

. hearts and lay foundations for the 
oneness of mankind. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
• wishes to point out that the Confer
ence Institutes are for Baha'is only. 
They are not designed for attracting 
or confirming non·Baha'is. The 
teachings as compiled in the Insti
tute book are naturally suitable for 
study classes open to seekers. The 
friends are free to use the material 
for such purposes, but the Institute 

will be a worldwide celebration~ with 
public announcement of the consum
mation of all the great projects as
signed to or adopted by the various 
national Bahati Communities since 
1944, in accordance with whatever 
directions Shoghi E fl'endi send s to 
all National Assemblies before the 
Centenary date. 

In the light of world events now 
shaping outside the Baha'i commu
nity, the year 1953 can be reverently 
understood as marking a great and 
decisive turning point in the history 
of mankind. 

By uaccessories" in the Guard
ian's cable, reference is made to 
eJements needed for the full use of 
the Temple, not to the five acces
sory buildings to :be constructed 
around it. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEl'dBLY 

itself is a type of teaching confer
ence intended to prepare Baha'is for 
more effective activity. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSENlBLY 

World Religion Day 
SUGGESTED PLAN: 
L Baha'i speaker On the theme 
"World Religion is the Path to World 
Unity." 
,\. Establish first the need at the 

present hour for world unity. 
B. Develop theme by showing that 

in the past only revealed reli
gion has had the power to erase 
prejudices and create nucleus for 
a new civilization. 
1. Show historically the work of 

the revealed religions of 
the past. mustrate' lhis 
graphically by using a large 
world map. Show their 
spheres of influence and the 
location of the civilizations 
that were established upon 
their teachings. 
(Source Material: 'Study of 
History, by Arnold J. Toyn· 
bee; Foundations of World 
Unity, pages 22-27; Promul
gation of Universal Peace, 
pages 327-342, also, 356-359; 
use short quotations from the 
revealed religions, such as 
the Hebrew prophecies of uni
versal peace, etc.) 
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C. Establish the point that these 
religions, though potent in their 
own age and sphere of influence, 
are powerless today to unite the 
world in one common cause. 

D. Present the Baha'i World Faith 
as the only world religion ca
pa ble of establishing world unity 
for it is the "one Universal Re
ligion raised above historic dif
ferences of race, class or creed." 

(Source Material: Gleanings, 
page 215 (CX), page 213 (CVI), 
page 254 (CXX) and page 200 
(XCIX) 

«;. Climax talk with graphic illustra
tions on the map of Baha'i World 
Community, its institutions, etc. 

II. Script with Musical Background 
(time IS-minutes). (This is adapt
able for fireside type meeting, or 
as supplementary program materi
al). Requires two voices and re
corded music for background. 
A. Readings selected from the 

scriptures of the various re.
vealed religions of the world, 
Buddhist) Hebrew, Islamic, 
Christian, Baha'i, etc. 

B. Suggested background music: 
1. Brahms symphony, No.1 
in C Minor, 2nd & 3rd move
ments 
2. Debussy - Engulfed Ca
thedral 
3. Beethoven-Symphony No. 
9 in D Minor, 3rd movement 

III. Film Strips (to be used as 
supplementary program material). 

Sources: Libraries. film rental 
companies. etc. 

Type of Film: Should establish the 
need of the present hour for world 
unity. This should lead into a develop
ment of the theme: "World Religion 
is the Path to World Unity," as out
lined above and developed either 
with one Baha~i speaker, a panel, or 
a book review. 

IV. Book Review: Tlti, Earth One 
Country by Emeric Sala. 

Security For a Faiting World by 
Stanwood Cobb. 

This could be used in place of 
a Baha'i speaker, or panel discussion 
to develop the theme outlined above. 
V. Panel (3 or 4 speakers participat
ing). 
A. Develop the same theme as out

lined in Part I. Have members 
participating represent various 
races~ etc., as much as is possible. 

1. First member of panel should 
show the need for world unity, 
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the inability of present institu
tions to establish it_ 
2. Second (and third, if 4 mem·· 
hers participate) should show 
the work of past religions, using 
map to illustrate, as suggested 
in Part I. 
3. Final panel member should 
present the contribution of the 
Baha'i World Faith-as the only 
world religion "raised above his· 
toric differences of race, creed 
or class," etc. 

Sug-gested Literature and Souree 
Material Available Thr()ug-b Public 

Relations Committee 
Pamphlet: "The Religion of World 

Unity." (hand-out literature) 
4-page Folding piece: Frontispiece 

showing pictures of various Baha'i 
institutions around the world; inside 
showing TIxl7 map of the Baha', 
World; back page has chart on the 
growth of the F ai tho 

For exhibits and window displays, 
etc.: Use a world map, the above
mentioned folding piece if desired, 
emphasizing the world scope of 
. Faith. 

Guide booklet, presenting in detail 
all pIans complete with cost of ma
terials and a series of publicity re
leases is being sent to all assem b1ie~ 
and groups of 5 to 8. 

For informa tiOD and materials .for 
World Religion Day, please write to 
Baha'i Public Relations Committee, 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

IMPORTANT: Rather than show
ing only the progressive relationship 
between the religions of the world, 
it is desired this year to emphasize 
the need of one universal religion 
as the only path to world unity. In 
order to illustrate the world scope 
of the Baha'i Faith, use graphic ma
terial, maps, charts, etc., to present 
this to the pUblic. 

-BAHA'i PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Marriages 
San Mateo, California. Marilyn Fran

ces Zahl to Alfred H. Raubitscbek, Au
gust 19. 1950. 

Chicago, Illinois. Nancy Ray to GOI'~ 
don Dobbins, Jr., October 21, 1950. 

Chicago, Illinois. Carrie Williams to 
Morris U. Williams, August 27, 1950. 

Muskegon, Michigan. Ann:} Belle Wil
der to Walter D. Crummel, June 30, 1950. 

Muskegon, Michigan. Mrs. Mary Bur~ 
meister to Paul Kitchen, August 25, 1950. 

DECEMBER, 1950 

This pbotop' .. pb shows the extent of the work completed on the TempJe interlol" 
by November lst. 

Temple Construction Report 
Scaffolding has been erected un

der the Temple dome and the work 
of placing stone units in the dome 
is underway. 

In October the placing of the ter
razo bases at piers and columns was 
started. And by early November 
eight of the bronze doors had been 
put in place. 

A strike of the lathers in the Chi
cago area caused delay in the plas
tering work. By early November (as 
this report is written) five bays in 
the second gallery had been plas
tered, as well as the arches of the 
bays below the galleries. 

The Trustees recently decided on 
the major elements of the auditori
um lighting scheme. 

Temple Visitors 
The week~day guide season at the. 

Baha'i House of Worship has closed 
-not that the visitors ceased coming, 
because they never do, but because 
the building is not heated sufficient
ly during the week for guides to 
stay there all day without jeopard
izing their health. 

In the January issue of Baha'i 
News you may look ior a detailed 
report of the number of visitors to 
the Temple this past year, the num
ber of sta tes and countries repre
sented, and the increasing number 

of tours made by clubs, church 
groups, etc. 

There were two recent tours which 
gave more people an opportunity to 
see the Temple than perhaps any 
others. One group CQIlsisted. of bank
ers and their wives who were in 
Chicago at an International Bank
ers' Convention. There were a.bout 
400 in all. A short talk was given to 
them in Foundation Hall, followed by 
the showing of the Temple slides 
with accompanying script. Questions 
were asked and the exhibits viewed. 

Another group, all women, were 
the wives of printers from all over 
the UnIted States and several Ior~ 
eign countries, meeting in Chicago 
for an International Printers' Crafts
men Convention. They came in nine 
buses and you can imagine what a 
thrill it was to see these nine buses 
lined up on Linden A venue while the 
women toured the building and saw 
the Temple slides with their accom
panying narration. 

By the increasing number of visi-. 
tors to the Temple, it is becoming 
more and more apparent how true 
Lhe words of the late Mr. Bourgeois, 
architect for the building, are. He 
said: "When the Temple is com· 
pleted,· its unique design and re
splendent beauty will attract souls 
from all over the world. tt 

-TEMPLE PROGHAM COMMl'l"I'EE 
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Tbese buses brought to1ll"lst!: to see the Temple recently. 

Memorial Gifts for the 
Month of October, 1950 

Il.. A. G. Bechtold, Mother Beecher, 
John D. Boscb, Isabelle Brittingham, 
Ann Burch. 

C • .John Carlson. Mothers of Mr. & 
Mrs. Harold A. Chamberlin, Thornton 
Cbase. Mrs. E1izabeOl Lucas Clark. 

D. Mrs. Lucia Da broski. Carol Anne 
Davis, Adeline Duft', Dr. William Duf· 
lIeld. 

E. Mrs. H. R. Eaton, Isaac Newton 
Endicott. 

F. Dayna Farrand, Charlotte Fecht
ner, Georgina Fitzgerald, Dr. Charles 
Frink. 

G. Dr. C. Oscar Garrett, John R. Gil-
ligan, James A. Gordon. 

B. Otto L. Hilke, Dr. Willis g. Hilpert. 

S. Martha Bell Johnson. 

K. Mrs. Sustava Kruka. 

L. Cecilia T. Levy_ 

M. Frieda Antta Mead. 

Me. Dr. James P. McCormick, Helen 
B. McCurdy. 

N. Edward Neall, Elm.a Neall. 

P. Mary Prescott. 

B. Mrs. Pet L. Reed, John B. Richard
son, ebas. A. Richter. 

8. Fannie 1. Small, Morris Small, So
phia. SmaIL Orestes W. Stark, Vinnie T. 
Stark, Anna Baum Stem, Mrs. Rosa Ste
vens, Hugo W, Storch, Johanna M. 
Storch. 

T. Gail Edmund Thomson, John N, 
Thomson. Lawrence Tomlinson, D. Ben· 
ton "I1lurston. Elizabeth Thurston, Joann 
Elizabeth Thurston. 

W. Evelyn Watson, Hallie Watson. 

Contributious from Assemblie.. 
for the Month of. October, 1950 

Alabama - Birmingham. Arizona -
North Phoenix. Phoenix, Tucson. Ana.. 
sas---Eureka Springs, Little Rock. CaD· 
Iomla. - Alhambra. Berkeley, Beverly 
Hills. Burbank, Burlingame, El Monte' 
Twp., Escondido Twp., Fresno, Glendale. 
Glendale Twp., Inglewood. Long Beach, 
Los Angeles. Monrovia, Monrovia Twp .• 
Oakland. Oceanside, Palo Alto, Pasadena, 
Sacramento. San Bernardino, San Diego, 
San Francisco. San Mateo. Santa Bar
bara, Santa Monica. 

Colorado-Colorado Springs. Denver, 
CODDeCticut---Greenwich, Hartford, New 
Haven. Delaware-Wilmington. Dist. of 
Columbia-Washington. Florida. - Jack· 
sonville. Miami, st. Augustine. Georgia 
-Atlanta, Augusta. KawaU - Honolulu, 
Maul. Idaho-Ada COunty, Boise. DJinoJs 
-Batavia, Champaign, Chicago, Dan
ville, Evanston, Maywood, Oak Park, 
Peoria, Springfleld, Urbana, Wilmette, 
Winnetka, 

Indiana-Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend. Iowa-Cedar Rapids, Water
loo. Kansas - Topeka. Maine - Eliot, 
Portland. Massachusetts-Beverly, Bos
ton, Brookline, Springfield, Worcester, 
MlcbJgan-Ann Arbor, Battle Creek, De
troit, Flint, Grand Rapids, Lansing. 
Muskegon. Minnesota-Duluth, Mi'nI'!ea· 
polis, St. Paul. Mississippi-Jackson. 
Missouri-Independence, Kansas City, 
st. Louis. Montana-Great Falls. Ne
braska - Macy. Nevada. - Reno. New 
BampsbJre - Portsmouth. New J'ersey
Dumont. East Orange. Englewood, .Jer· 
sey City, Montclair, Newark. Ridge
wood. Teaneck. New Mexico - Albu
querque. New York-Bingbamton, Buf· 
fal0, Geneva, Hamburg, Jamestown, 
Moltnt Vernon. New York. Rocnester, 
Syracuse, Waterloo, Yonkers. 

Norib Dakota - Fargo. Ohio--Cincin
nati, Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton, East 
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Cleveland, Lima, Toledo. Oklahoma
Oklaboma City. Oret;on - Portland. 
PeDDSYlvania-Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, 
Scranton. West Chester. Rhode IslaDd
Providence. South OaroIln.a.-Greenvi1le, 
Columbia. South Da.kota-Siomr:: Falls. 
Tennessee-Memphis. Nashville. Texas 
-Dallas. San Antonio. Vermont-Brat. 
tleboro. Virginia-Alexandria, Arlington. 

Washibg1on-KirkIand, Monroe, Rich
mond Highlands, Seattle, Spokane. Ta
coma. West VirgiDia.--Charleston. Wls
consin-Kenosha, Madison, Milwaukee, 
Racine. Shorewood. Somers Twp., Wau
watosa. WyGmiDg-Laramie. 
Number of Assemblies .,.,', .... " .. 167 
Assemblies contributing ... ,.... . .. 151 
Assemblies not contributing ,.,., 18 
Groups contributing .... ,., ... ,.' .. , 63 
Individuals contributing ,.,.,..... 179 

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Baha'l Assembly of Adelaide, S.A.; 
Bah'~i Children's Class of Lakewood. 
N.Y.; Baha'i Junior Youth of MaYWOOd. 

NOT PREVIOUSLY LISTED: 
Tacoma Assembly and Roseville As
sembly for June, July and August. 

Enrollments 
Ear.lbn""ls reported by Local Spiritual 
A.ssembUes: 
CALIF" Glendale I, Los Angeles I, Santa 
Monica 4; LA., New Orleans I; MASS., 
Boston 1; UTAH. Salt Lake City I; WIS., 
Shorewood 1; YOUTH 1. 
_ments reported by Repenal 
Tea.hIDe Committees: 

NORTHEASTERN STATES 
Western New York 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
Wisconsin 5 
Michigan 3 

WESTERN STATES 
Colo., Wyo. 1 

TOTALS 
Adult 20 
Youth I 

In Memoriam 
Death proilereth unto every conftdent 

believer the cup that is life indeed. It 
bestoweth joy and is the bearer of glad
ness. It conferreth the gift of everlasting 
life. . -Bab"u'n6h 
Mrs. Eliza beth LuCUS, Los Angeles, 

Calif. Sept. S, 1950 
Mr. Louis Sanders, San Francisco. Calit. 

Sept. 22, 1950 
Mr. Sherman A. Calahan, Brewer, Maine 

Aug. 10, 1950 
Mr. William Young, Lima. Ohio Oct. 8. 

1950 
Miss Alice Owen, Sausalito, Calif. Oct. 

26, 1950 
Mrs. Marion Cullen,. Eliot, Maine Oct" 

1950 
Mrs. Ida Davis, AUanta, Ga. Oct.. 1950 
Mrs. Katie Danson. Marysville. Wash. 

Oct., 11lli0 
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International Relief 
One of the largest Baha'i commu4 

nities in Western Germany has sent 
the following interesting report of 
what they were able to do in the 
past year (Baha'i Year 106) with the 
contents of packages received from 
the friends in the United States 
through the International Relief plan 
of the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Excerpts from the report of the 
chairman of their Social Committee 
follow: 

"Tuesday was established as dis· 
tribution day in our community . . ." 

By the end of January 19 pack
ages of clothing, shoes, etc., had ar· 
rived and a laFge package of vita
mins. "In February just before t.l-ae 
distribution day a package arrived 
from a young Baha'i who had CODM 

tributed four dollars to send the lit
tle Baha'is in Germany a CARE 
package of fats. The fat was divided 
among 16 children under 10 years 
old. In addition a clothing package 
and two food packages arrived and 
were distributed on the 'gift day'
of these more later. Two packages 
were given over to me in February 
by another friend to whom they had 
been sent. In March five packages 
arrived; in April two packages. 

"A total of 21 packages came in 
my -care and nine through other 
friends. Altogether there were giv. 
en out: 

179 pieces of clothing for children 
167 pieces of clothing for adults 
10 pairs of shoes for children 
26 pairs of shoes for adults 
196 miscellaneous items, such as 

neckties, shawls, handkerchiefs, 
gloves, hats, mittens, also soap, 
toothbrushes, etc. And for children: 
candies, baby food, crayons, books 
for coloring, etc. 

"Many friends for joy at what they 
received gave gifts of money and 
so the treasury of our Local Spir
itual Assembly was reimbursed to 
the extent of 175 DM for the ex· 
penses of postage, visits to the sick, 
etc. The Social Committee had three 
meetings-in August, September and 
February. In the September meeting 
it was decided to ask the Assembly 
permission to give emergency he1p 
for needy friends to buy coal from 
funds on hand in the LSA treasury. 

DECEMBER, 1950 

Seven friends were helped in this 
way. 

"On the 'distribution days' the So
cial Committee with the permission 
of the Assembly was able to bring 
joy to the aged and sick and several 
very needy friends with a food pack· 
age. For our aged friends there was 
really nothing that fitted in the pack
ages from Amercia, Therefore we 
gave presents to all who were over 
60 years old. There were 144 DM in 
the Assembly treasury to our credit 
and in addition we had for distribu
tion the beautifully selected items in 
the food parcels from America." 

One of the friends put her horne 
at the disposal of the Social Co m
mittee u so that the little packages 
that had been made up could be 
passed out at an afternoon tea. r.rhe 
youth entertained our old people 
with a gay performance. The mem~ 
bers of the Assembly visited the sick 
ones and made' them happy with 
gifts of fruit. 

wl'hus we could give some happi
ness to many friends and we hope 
in the Year 107 to be able to do even 
more." 

Here we have a very good exam
ple of results that are effective when 
we follow the unified way of Baha'i 
administration. In International Re
lief the little that we individually 
can do thus becomes a SUbstantial 
help and encouragement when it 
flows through the channel of the in
strument promised the blessing of 
the Center of the Covenant. 

INTERNATIONAL RELIEF REPRESENTATl'VI:: 

of the National Spiritual Assembly 
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, 
Box 548, Evanston, lll, 

Publishing Announcement 
';The Books of God Are Open," 

A compilation and study aid, pre
pared by E. S. Campbell is now 
available, It is a mimeographed 
pamphlet of 13 pages, with paper 
cover, size 8 ~xl1 inches. 

This material fills a very special 
and urgent need: to present the 
Faith of Baha'u'llah to those who 
have the background of the Old and 
New Testaments and an orthodox 
church connection. 

The compiler has selected ex
cerpts related to three themes: The 
Great Day of God, The Best Be
loved is Come, The Most Great 
Peace, and has woven the text to· 
gether with comment. 

Per copy 50c. 

"Prophecy FulfiUed" now avail
able. Increased cost of manufactur
ing has necessitated increase in list 
price, new per 100 .. , .. ,', ..... $6.00 
Baha'i Calendar for 1951 will be 
ready soon, Price each .....•... 1Sc 

-PUBI~ISHING COMMITI'EE 

Inten13tional Observance 
Centenary, Martyrdom 

of the Boo 
The worldwide character of our 

beloved Faith has been demonstrated 
once more by the action of various 
National Spiritual Assemblies in pre
paring memorial and pu buc pro
grams for their respective commu
nities. 

This survey briefly outlines the 
information received to date, and 
includes items for the national re
ports and ·does not attempt to cover 
all the local activities, interesting 
and important as they might be. 

CANADA 
From the National Spiritual 

Assembly we learn that on J\IDe 1 
a general letter was issued giving 
plans for a special Memorial Meet ... 
ing and also a Public Meeting on 
the Centenary date, with list of 
readings and suggestions for the con
duct of both meetings. 

EGYPT 
This Assembly has sent a five

page report, together with sample 
copies of their Memorial pamphlet 
which was printed in the Arabic 
language. On account of the condi
tions of dispute among the three 
religions recognized in the ~us1im 
world, the pamphlet supplied "his
torical, logical and traditional proofs 
from the Qur'an, the Old and New 
Testaments". to support the Baha'i 
Revelation. Its epilogue presented 
the Baha'i teachings and principles 
as set forth by our beloved Guardian 
in the Faith of Baha'u'lhih.J WOTld 
Religion, followed by a selection 
[rom Hidden Words and ended by 
"How to Live a Baha'i Life from 
Words of 'Abdu·l-Baha", The Eng
lish translation of this pamphlet is 
"Page of Light". 

Cards of invitation to the Public 
Meeting in Cairo were sent to more 
than 80 eminent non·Baha'fs, of 
whom (including the press) about 
40 attended. The motion picture film 



of the Baha'i Temple was shown. 
Press comments were very fa vor
able. 

The Centenary was also observed 
'by the Baha'is of Addis-Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 

PERSIA 
The National Assembly prepared a 

special number of the Baha'i News 
of Persia, giving the Centenary pro
gram for use throughout the local 
communities. The world survey pam
phlet prepared by the Guardian and 
puiblished in the United States was 
to be translated into Persian and 
copies distributed throughout the 
provinces. 
INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BURMA 
On May 10 the National Assembly 

addressed a general letter to aD 
local Assemblies appointing three 
Regional Committees, each serving 
for the Baha'is in one of the three 
countries. Nine items of advice and 
direction were given for the Com· 
memoration and Public Meetings. 
"The poor shall be fed as far as 
possible. This may be done througb 
the Mwrlcipality", was one sugges· 
tion. A very attractive Centenary 
pamphlet was also published, of 64 
pages and illustrations. Its contents 
were listed as follows: "Foreword, 
A Prayer By the Bab, The World 
Religion, The Execution of the Bab, 
Baha'u'll8.h's Tribute to the Bab, The 
Bab and the Revelation of Baha
'u'lHm, The Bab's Address to the Let
ters of the Living, A Pattern for 
Future Society, Appreciations of the 
BaM'i Faith". 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

Two items have been received: a 
newspaper clipping reporting a talk 
by Suhayl Ala'i at a gathering of 
Auckland and Devonport Baha'i com
munities held to commemorate the 
Centenary; and a pamphiet entitled 
"Martyrdom of the Bilb, 1850-1950" 
published by the National Spiritual 
Assembly. Its contents include: Fore
word, A Summary of the Baha'i 
Faith, The Martyrdom of the Bab, 
Baha'u'llM'S Tribute to the Bah, The 
Bab's Farewell Address to the Let
ters of the Living, and Utterances of 
the Bab. It contains 24 pages with 
two fuJI.page illustrations. 

European Teaehing Committee 
News 

Since the third Bah{t'i European 
Conference in Copenhagen, and in 
accordance with the Guardian's in .. 
spiring Message to the Conference, 

BAHA'i NEWS 

the Baha'i teaching work in Europe 
is being concentrated On the CON
SOLIDATION of the administrative 
structure of the Faith as the most 
important phase at this time. 

The reports and letters coming in 
from the different Centers show the 
believers' eagerness to "pursue re
lentlessly their allotted tasks" and 
they evince the fruitbearing of thor
ough consultation and intensive 
Baha'i teaching work experienced at 
the Conference and Summer-SchooI 
in Elsinore from July 24 to 30. 

In our goal - countries severa] 
changes have been effected among 
our pioneers. To bring the friends 
up-to-date, we are giving here a sur
vey of our present set-up in the Eu
ropean Teaching field. 

NORWAY: Pioneers: Amelia Bow· 
man; Elinor Gregory 7 who will re· 
turn to the U. S. in December alter 
three and a half years of faithful 
service in the European Teaching 
field. 

SWEDEN: Pioneers: Doris Cor~ 
bin; Don Corbin returned to the U.S. 
in September to finish his studies 
which he has been taking at Wayne 
University. He hopes to return 
around New Year to Stockholm, 
where he and Doris intend to settle 
permanently. Rita Van Sombeek has 
been assigned as new pioneer in 
Stockholm. Florence Holsinger sail· 
ed for the U.S. on October 10th. 

DENMARK: Pioneer: Dagmar 
Dole. 

HOLLAND: Pioneers: Elinor HoI· 
libaugh, who has served so faith
fully in Denmark, has been trans-
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ferred to Amsterdam; Jetty Straub 
is our pioneer in Rotterdam; Gar· 
reta Busey spent a bout a year 
abroad as itinerant teacher. She 
served about nine months in Amster
dam and the remaining time in Oslo 
and ha s now returned to the U.S. 

BELGIUM: Pioneers: Anita Ioas; 
she will soon be rej oined by Ned 
Blackmer. 

LUXEMBOURG: Pioneers: Sally 
Sanor and since recently Mildred 
and George Clark. 

SWITZERLAND: Pioneers: Elsa 
Steinmetz and Fritzi Shaver in Bern; 
Doris Lohse in Zurich. Honor Kemp.. 
ton is our Representative in Geneva. 
Elsa Steinmetz will be used mainly 
as itinerant teacher. Arne Perron 
has returned home after serving in 
the E.T.C. Geneva Office for six 
months and in Brussels two months. 

·ITALY: Pioneers: Ugo and Ange
line Giachery serve in Rome; Mar
ion Little in Florence. 

We also wish to inform the friends 
that Elsa Hotneman is assisting Vir· 
ginia Or bison and that the European 
Teaching Committee has recently 
also sent her a radiant young Dutch 
believer, Frieda van Houten. 

Charlotte Stirrat and Val Nichols 
are working in colla:boration with 
Louise Baker-Matthias. 

The total number of our newly de
clared believers nOw in the Euro
pean teaching field is 307. 

Next year's (fourth) European 
Teaching Conference is scheduled to 
take place in Rome, Italy, at the 
beginning of September. 

-EUROPEAN TEACHING COMMlTl'IZ 

BaJt;i."is of the DeW community of SaD Pedro SuJa, BODduras. 
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PIoDeer Flora Hottes hODOred as first pa8SeDl'er OR the Chlcap aDd SouUtem·. 
Dew CODStellation. 

Latin American News 
Last Outgoing Pioneers 

December marks the departure of 
the last of the resident pioneers plan
ning to settle in Latin terpitories this 
year. Early in the month Dorothy 
Gwenne Sholtis, Betty Collom, Ma· 
thew Bullock, and Mary Binda will 
set out for indefinite periods in the 
field, Miss Sholtis to Chile, Miss Col
lom to join Flora Hottes in Mexico, 
Mr. Bullock to resume his post in 
Haiti, and Miss Binda, I.A.C.'s able 
secretary, to become the official pio
neer for swmy Guatemala. Miss 
Binda will be replaced on I.A.C. by 
ex·secretary Elisabeth Cheney, who 
has spent her recent months in giv
ing Central America's Nationa] 
Teaching Committee a very excel
lent start an the road to success. 
This releases an additional pioneer, 
since the charming Panamanian 
Raquel Francois is now fully pre
pared to assume the duties of Cen
tral American secretary. 

For January we have good itiner
ant news. Mrs. Loulie Mathews 
writes that transportation by boat 
has been secured from New York to 
Jamaica, via Haiti. Mr. and Mrs. 

Mathews and Miss Ophelia Crum 
will set out on January sixth and 
will spend six weeks in Jamaica, 
afterward visiting Haiti for a short
er period, and possibly other islands. 

Plans and Preparations 
On July 5, 1950, the following mes

sage was received by the National 
Assembly from the Guardian: "Re
garding holding the Latin American 
Conventions; all Baha'i. Conventions 
must meet within the RiQ-van period. 
He suggests the Central and South 
American Conventions be convened 
lor April 21st, or a day or two later, 
in order to permit North Americans 
to get back in time for their own 
Convention, if they desire to attend 
it." 

Based on this statement, Latin 
American Conventions and Nationa] 
Assembly elections have been set for 
the following dates: 

South America: April 23-24, at 
4ima, Peru. 

Central America: April 23-24, at 
Panama City, Panama. 

National Assembly members plan 
to remain for two days' consultation 
with the newly elected National As-

sem blies, and during this period a 
school session will be held each 
morning for all Baha'! delegates and 
guests, covering courses on God 
Passes By, Divine Art of Living, and 
WOTld OrdeT LetteT' oj Shoglli Ef
f endi. A teaching conference will be 
held each afternoon, and will be con
ducted by the National Teaching 
Committees of each area. 

In direct preparation for these 
events, an early spring Institute is 
to be held in every center I to carry 
on a study of National Assembly di
rectives and a compilation of all of 
the messages of Shoghi Effendi re
lative to Latin America which have 
come since the inception of the Sec
ond Seven Year Plan. These key ma~ 
terials are now being prepared and 
will be in the hands of every Latin 
American believer before spring~ 

-IN'l"mAMERICA CoMl\fl'rl'Z'I: 

For BaM'i New8 
Baha'i News. appreciates regular 

reports received· from Chicago, Dll
nois; Providence, Rhode Island; 
Great Falls, Montana; Miami, Flori
da; ~c~orage, Alaska; Boston. 
Massachusetts; and Boise. Idaho. We 
also receive a number of regfunal 
bulletins. Even though we can't al
ways use the material we receive, 
we like to have all of the news 
promptly so that we can share with 
the Eaha'is worthwhile activities 
while they are still news. 

There are 167 assemblies in the 
United States. We received local an
nual reports and reports of cente
nary activities and conference insti
tutes on the Covenant from only a 
fraction of these. Soon there will be 
World Religion Day observances. 
We would appreciate having reports 
on all of these. 

May we have, tOOt reports on the 
state conventions and possibly pic· 
lures from them? We could never 
print 52 pictures, but we would like 
to feature some of the most inter
esting of them. 

Notices of marriages performed 
by the local spiritual assemblies and 
of deaths among Baha'is should be 
sent first to the National Office. 
Sending them to the News first 
causes delay, since they must be 
checked through the national files. 
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Around the Baha'i World 
HThe onward march of the Faith 

can be witnessed day by day. The 
great Plans given by the Guardian 
to the National Baha'i Communities 
are gradually enveloping the entire 
planet. Here is one more link in the 
glorious chaint}:-From the Geneva 
Bureau News Exchange for October, 
1950. 

The News Exchange then quotes 
part of a letter from the Guardian 
to the NSA of Australia and New 
Zealand urging them to devise meas
ures for "the launching of the initial 
alterprises destined to carry the 
Message of the Faith to the Islands 
of the Pacific, lying in their immedi
ate neighborhood . . . linlting them 
on the one hand, with their sister 
communities in the American conti· 
nents and on the other hand with the 
cl>mmunities in South Eastern 
Asia." 

In starting such an enterprise the 
NSA of Australia and New Zealand 
would be 'I acquiring potentialities" 
which will enable them to contri
bute "to the overseas teaching acti
vities" already started by other 
communities such as the American, 
the Canadian, the Persian and 
'Iraqi, Indian, and British Baha'i 
communities. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN, AND BURMA 
The News Exchange also tells of 

the tireless work of itinerant teach· 
ers in India. Mrs. Shirin Fozdar, 
in the first of two speaking tours 
spoke in 7 different cities, some-
1imes 4 or 5 times a day, to stu
dents, Theosophists, and others. 
Among her subjects we note "Youth 
and Religion," "Qurratu'l-'Ayn," 
~"World Government." The report 
from India describe s another tea ch
ing tour by Mrs. Fozdar and is fol
lowe" by 12 more reports of tours 
by men teachers and youth. 

The Times of India reported that 
Mr. Sri Prakasa, Minister for Com
merce, Government of India, was 
the guest speaker at the exercises 
in New Delhi commemorating the 
Centenary of the Martyrdom of the 
Bab. He regretted that the partition 
of India was based on the false idea 
that religion divides people, and 
added, "We must under no circum
stances repeat the mistake which 
has brought tragedy to so many lives 
and has left in its train problems 

still baffling solution." Eight other 
important dailies gave favorable 
comments on the Celebration in 
Delhi. The Hindustani Times gave 
its article the ti tie: "Martyr to 
World Government" 

AFRICA 
(The following is from No. I 

African News issued by the Africa 
Committee of the NSA of the Baha'ls 
a! the British Isles, October, 1950.) 

"For the first time 3 Baha'i Na
tional Communities, the British, 
Persian1 and American win be work
ing jointly on a Baha'i teaching proj
ect: four when the Egyptian project 
in Africa is included." 

To facilitate intercourse about this 
project the British NSA through its 
Africa Committee will issue Unt 
irregular intervals, when there 
is something to communicate," 
"Africa News." It will publish" be
fore long, news of intending pio
neers from America and Persia." 

"The first two pioneers, Philip 
Hainsworth and Hassan Sabri hope 
to leave for America in January. 

"The following have beeD chosen 
as goal countries of the British Two 
Year Plan: Gold Coast-Akkra: Tan
ganyika-Dar es Salaam; Uganda
Kampala. 

"Baha'i pamphlets have been 
translated into Swahili-the most 
widely used East African language, 
Hausa-a widely used West African 
language, and Chinyanja-spoken in 
Nyassaland. " 

POLAND 
HThere are believers in seven cit

ies of this country, with whom com
munication is no longer possible. Let 
us thtnk of them and pray for them 
in this period of tests, that they may 
be sustained and protected for fu
ture work. lJ 

FRANCE 
The Paris Spiritual Assembly has 

announced the s ad news of the 
death, October 21, 1950, of their 
"dear, devoted chairman, Mr. 
Charles Kennedy. t, 

The Assembly received the follow
ing ca hIe from the Guardian: 
"Grieve passing dear, devoted co
worker, Kennedy. Long record serv
ices unforgettable. Praying progress 
soul. -Shoghi" 
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BRITISH ISLES 
The British Baha'is have establish

ed 6 Regional Committees to con4 

solida te the Local Assemblies and 
communities established during 
their recent successful Six Year 
Plan. 

The September issue of the Brit· 
ish Baha'i Journal quotes a passage 
from cAbdu'14 Baha in which He ex
plained the reasons why burial and 
not cremation of the bodies of the 
dead is I' according to the real and 
natural order and divine law." 

This issue also contains a fine 8 
page supplement, "The Shrine of the 
Bab. n The cover displays a picture 
of one side of the structure, reveal
ing clearly the great beauty of de
tail in columns, arches, panels and 
cornices. The contents include an ac~ 
count of the various transiers of the 
remains of the Bab during the long 
years when they were in hiding, 
their final transfer to Mt. Carmel 
and the original shrine. the various 
stages in the huilding of the beautiful 
enveloping structure, a selection 
from "God Passes By" on the HSig_ 
nificance of the Bab's Mission," and 
the UTablet of Carmel." 

The British Baha'i Summer School 
was held near Hull, the theme, 
"Building the World Anew." 

Bernard Leach gives an account 
of his visit to the United States and 
how he was able to convey on 7 
or 8 evenings, when free from his 
regular business, "something of the 
spirit of love. self forgetfulness, and 
unity" which he saw grow during 
the latter half of the British 6 Year 
Plan. 

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA 
The first Spiritual Assembly of 

Berlin since the war was elected 
April 21, 1950. After elections the 
members pledged themselves ICto 
contribute their utmost to the pro
motion of the Faith in Berlin, to 
win new friends, especially youth, 
and to work for the :benefit of the 
entire human race. 11 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 
The Auckland (N.Z.) Baba'i Com

munity has purchased an area of 
21 acres at Henderson Valley (near 
Auckland) as the site for a New 
Zealand National Baha'i School. The 
property is to bear the name. "Hyde 
Dunn Bahitfi School." 

The Bahit'i Faith has recently re
ceived ·nationwide publicity through 
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an article entitled liThe Baha:is" ap
pearing September 9 in Smith's 
Weekly, Australia's national weekly 
newspaper. The article, being a fea
ture article, appeared in all states 
of the Commonwealth and in New 
Zealand. It was a local press report 
of the Centenary of the Martyrdom 
of the Bab prepared by the Mel
bourne Assembly that drew the at
tention of the Victorian Editor of 
Smith's Weekly to the world-wide 
importance of the Baha.?i Faith and 
led him to write the article. 
EGYPT AND SUDAN 

The 27th Annual Convention was 
held April 28-30, 1950. For the first 
time a delegate from Sudan attended 
the meetings. Four new centers 
were established during the preced
ing year, the second in their Five 
Year Plan. The Baha'is of Egypt 
and Sudan ask the prayers of the 
friends throughout the Baha'i World 
thai they may fulfill their Plan suc
cessfully in time. 
IRAQ . 

The civil authorites of 'Iraq have 
implicitly recognized the inde~nd
ent status of the Faith by reglster
ing Baha'i marriage certificates. 
CANADA 

19 Delegates and over 100 other 
Baha'is atlended the third Canadian 
Convention, held in Toronto, April 
29-30, 1950. . 

Baha'i pioneers have settled m 
Newfoundland. The Guardian, in a 
letter to the Canadian NSA, spoke of 
this settlement as accomplishing 
one of the special desires of the 
Master. 

An Indian believer returned from 
the United States in order to pio
neer among Canadian Indians. The 
Guardian has commended this In
dian specially and "hopes that ere 
long many original Canadians will 
. . . arise to redeem their brethren 
from the obscurity and despondency 
into which they have fallen." 

From Other News Bulletins 
It is not enough that we should be

lieve; we are required to deepen our 
fal th continually. It is not enough to 
acknowledge Baha'u'IlSh and love 
Him; we must love Him more and 
more. . _..lI 

-BaM'i NetD3 Bulletin of Australta an"" 
N etD Zealand. 

Faith and love are living, grow· 
ing, expanding things, as seed, as 
leaven. A believer once started on 
his way, cannot stand still ,without 
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incurring grievous loss. If he does 
not go forward he slips back. 

-Baha'i News BuUetin of AtL8traHa and 
New Zea~and, 

He like the M aster before him, is 
so anxious to see the believers 
united in serving the Faith. If be· 
tween the friends, true love, based 
on the love of God, could become 
manifest, the Cause would spread 
very rapidly. Love is the standard 
which must govern the conduct of 
one believer towards another. The 
administrative order does not 
change this, but unfortunately some· 
times the friends confuse the two, 
and try to be a whole ·spiritual as
sembly to each other, with the disci4 

pline and justice and impartiality 
that body must show, instead of b.,.. 
ing forgiving, loving, and patient to 
each other as. individuals. 

-Canadia.n News, Ma.y~ 1950 p. 4 
From III letter from fhe Gua. rdia.n 

through his seC1'etal'y to an American be
liever, 

Wherever the Baha'is work togeth· 
er in this spirit of deep love for 
Baha 'u'llah and for each other, the 
Cause spreads very rapidly ... and 
wherever, God forbid, there is in· 
harmony amongst the friends, 
which is contrary to the desire of 
Baha'u'Uah. the progress is slow and 
the friends are unhappy. 

From c: letter from the Gua,.dian 
through ni8 secretary to one of the :tirst 
believ€-rs in Ceylon. 

Where ,'Ahdu'I.Bah" Spoke 
The Palo Alto Baha'Is chose the 

anniversary of ~Abdu'l~Baha's talk 
at Stanford University, October 8, 
1912 for a public meeting. The pa
pers' printed IAbdu'I-Baha's picture 
and a description of his visit in Palo 
Alto with an annOWlcement of the 
meeting to be held in its com memo· 
ration. A 2 column 5 inch paid ad
vertisement showed the temple, an· 
nounced the occasion of the meeting 
and the full program: 

'Abdu'l-Bahci's Visit in America 
by 'Ali Yazdi, Berkeley 

Brief remarks by several who 
heard 'Abdu'I-Baha in 1912. 

A slide film presentation of the 
Baha'i Faith 

and 
Motion Pictures of 'Abdu'l-Baha 

in America 
Over one hundred people attended 

the meeting. 
Instead of writing the story them

selves the Pam Alto friends furnish
ed th~ editors with the photostatic 

copy of the long story that appeared 
in 1912 in their paper. An exhibit 
at the library also publicized the 
meeting. Four hundred programs 
were mailed out. 

Living the Baha'i Life 
"Be generous in prosperity. and 

thankful in adversity. Be worthy of 
the trus! of thy neighbor. and look 
upon him with a bright and friendly 
face. Be a treasure to the poor, an 
admonisher to the rich, an answerer 
to the cry of the needy ~ a preserver 
of the sanctity of thy pledge. Be 
fair in thy judgment, and guarded 
in thy speech. Be Wljust to no man, 
and show all meelmess to all men. 
Be as a lamp unto them that walk 
in darkness, a joy to the sorr~, 
a sea for -the thirsty, a haven for the 
distressed, an upholder and de
fender of the victim of oppression. 
Lei integrity and uprighlRess dis
tingulsh all thine acts. Be a home 
for the stranger, a balm to the suf-. 
fering, a tower of strength for the 
fugitive. Be eyes to the blind, and a 
guiding light unto the feet of the 
erring. Be an ornament to the coun
tenance of truth, a crown to the brow 
of fidelity, a pillar of the temple 
of righteousness, a breath of life to 
the body of mankind, an ensign of 
the hosts of justice, a luminary 
above the horizon of virtue, a dew 
to the soil of the human heart, an 
ark on the ocean of knowledge, a 
sun in the heaven of bounty. a gem 
on the diadem of wisdom, a shining 
light in the firmament of thy gen
eration, a fruit upon the tree of hu· 
mility. We pray God to protect thee 
from the heat of jealousy and the 
cold of hatred. He verily is nigh, 
ready to answer." 

-B.m.\.'u'LLAK 

E pis!!e to the Son of the Wolf, p. 93 
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Speakers Aids 
Essay on the Baha'i Temple 

In 1903 'Abdu'l-Baha sanctioned the 
building of the Temple. In 1912 on 
May 1st, He laid the cornerstone. 
The construction was begun in 1921; 
the superstructure was completed in 
1930; the exterior was finished in 
1944; and the dale for the comple
tion of the interior has been set as 
1951. 

"It is the first new idea in archi~ 
tecture since the 13th century." H. 
Van Buren Magonigle. Pres. ATChi· 
tecruTal League. uThe greatest cre
ation since the Gothic period. U 

GeoTge GTey Barnard, famous 
AmericaR SCtdptOT. 

"It is a creation which will revo
lutionize architecture in the world. 
It is a revelation from another 
world." Prof Luigi QuagtinoJ . ex· 
professOT Of Architecture. Turin, It .. 
aly. 

otAbdu'I·Bahti (called uThe Branch" 
by Baha'u')Ia.h): "Its inception 
marks the Kingdom of God on 
earth." (G.P.B. pp. 351·352) 

ZechaTbh 6:12-13: "And speak 
unto him, saying Thus speaketh the 
LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the 
man whose name is The" Branch; 
and he shall grow up out of his 
place and he shat! build the temple 
Of the Lord." 

On the Fund: Unfortunately every 
man is stirred with the thought of 
laying down his liie for his Faith, 
but not with giving up his shirt. 

-WILLIAM' SEARS 

BahB'i Addresses 
National Office: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Oft'ice: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
minot!_ 

Make Checks Paya.ble to: 
NaUonal Sau'i Fund 

BaM'j Publishing Committee: 
110 linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Dlinofs. 

Make checks for boeks aDd pampb-. 
lets payable to: 

Bahi'i PttbUshing -Committee 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
307 South Prairie 
Champaign, Illinois 
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An lDIercommunity picnic held &1 IIle BolIseH, Califomla Itaneh at Mr. and Mrs. 
Louis Toollles. Mrs. R. W. lteDDeY, center, spoke to Bah8.'is aDd their friends fNJD 
CaDtoJ'l, Illinois, Escondido, SaD Diego, Elsinore, Los Angeles, Rainbow Valley. 

Home Front 
Youth. Activities 

Teams in many regions are going 
out to conduct firesides and discus
sions. In some cases these pFojects 
are extended over a week-end. So
cial events are sometimes combined 
with informational activities. 

Some suggestions offered by the 
Youth: Two speakers on a program 
add variety but sometimes it is bet
ter to have one good speaker. One 
Baha'I and one non-Baha'i are good, 
especially if the non-Bahil'i is an au
thority on some subject; he attracts 
a good audience. 

Discussion periods are useful with 
small groups if there is a strong 
chairman to keep control. After a 
talk, guests can be given opportu· 
ni ty to write questions. It is pos si ~ 
ble to eliminate negative or W1im
portant questions this way. Don It 
carry the discussion period too far; 
stop before it dwindles. Refresh· 
ments are pleasant, but they should 
serve to refresh and not attract. 

holated Believers 
An isolated Baha'i, Mrs. Mary 

Rodman of Northbrook described 
some of her teaching techniques to 
the RTe of Illinois. "The desire 
to be informed and to encourage 
good schools got me out to a com
munity meeting which was full 01 

strife. I had strong feelings as to 
the right and wrong and was burn
ing to speak. out on one side when 
suddenly I thought 'What would 'Ab
du'l-Baha do if he were here?' I 
realized that he would have used his 
voice for unity, to create an atmos
phere where the two sides could 
meet and come to grips with the 
real problem at hand. I got up and 
tried to do this. I can't say it 
changed the meeting, but it had im· 
mediate reverberations. I was called 
upon by two organizations to par
ticipate in non-partisan research on 
the problem. I was rather startled 
to discover that I had 'stood' for 
something and that it was recog
nized by many people; and further, 
that I had put myself in a position 
to serve, something I would Dot 
have been able to do had I spoken 
on one side ... it actually was my 
beginning in civic affairs. One by 
one. people I worked with have 
found out about the Baha'i Faith be
cause of my opinion or interest or 
method; thus I have had a direct 
opportunity to explain their source 
in the Baha'i Teachings . ... Mem
bers of organizations with similar 
principles and methods feel they 
found an ally, as did the local presi
dent of tJ::1e League of Women Voters 
who said: jWhy. you have a league 
slogan on your Temple, jThe Earth 
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Is One Country and Mankind Its Cit
izens'." 

A wide variety of Baha'i books is 
available for lencling to interested 
persons of Alaska, Colorado, Wyo· 
ming, Idaho and Utah from the Re
gional Teaching Committee librar
ies. The Idaho State Traveling Li
brary? also, has some in circulation. 

Here, There and 
Everywhere 

Manchester, Iowa"~ one lone 
Baha'l, Mrs. Hester Roll, finds time 
from her dry goods store and house
keeping to conduct weekly firesides 
for three steady contacts. 

Believers in A la.ka find that an 
Inter-Community Feast including a 
potluck supper and study-discussion 
of some particular :book can be very 
successful. 

Prescription for Living gave the 
Quincy, Illinois group inspiration for 
a series on the chapter "Road to 
Happiness." Sub-titles such as 
"Character," "Tests and Sorrows" 
and "Dare to Live Differently" were 
chosen. 

When a friend or relative of an 
acquaintance is mentioned in lhe 
death notices of a newspaper, they 
send The Open Door as solace. 

Mattoon, Illhwis reports an active 
~'group" of two, Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Harris. They have brought the a t
tention of their community to the 
Faith through newspapers. radio 
and lectures in clubs, Service Men?s 
Centers and hospitals. Along with 
pictures taken by themselves on a 
recent visit to Europe, they weave 
information about the Faith through 
using slides of the Temple and of 
the European Teaching Conference. 
They emphasize the spread of the 
faith throughout the world and show 
its relation to United Nations work. 
In addition they hold a regular fire· 
side in their home. 

Local Annual Reports 
Concluded 

FLINT, MICHIGAN 
We have only the annual report 

of the Public Relations Committee 
for Flint but that report indicates 
an alert ~ommittee serving an active 
community. There were 90 news 
items during the year in Flint news· 
papers and an impressive number 
of free announcements for firesides. 
assembly meetings, public meet
ings, anniversaries and feasts over 
radio stations WWOK, WFDF, 
WTAC, WKNX and WMRP - 99 
broadcasts in all. 

DECEMBER, 1950 

As early as December 10th there 
were announcements in Flint papers 
of the observance of World Religion 
Day planned for January, and news
paper publicity accelerated as the 
day approached. There were poster 
displays and free pamphlets in the 
YMCA and a drugstore in Flint and 
in two drugstores and a grocery 
store in nearby Clio. 

MADISON, WISCONSIN 
The LSA decided to eliminate an 

extensive public meeting program 
during the austerity period. How· 
ever a series of meetings were held 
with' the help of Ruth Moffett. As a 
result of these, the Baha'i Youth 
sponsored a series on the campus of 
the University of Wisconsin. Both 
series a ttr acted interested non
Baha'is and served to deepen the 
spiritual understanding of the 
Baha'is who attended. 

A new and popular method of Sun· 
day afternoon study was inaugu
rated. Each member of the Commu
nity took pa.rt by prep aring a short 
talk on some phase of the subject to 
be discussed. The first series, "What 
is my Religion" was followed with 
the study outline on "What Modern 
Man Must Know About Religion". A 
pot· luck supper helped to achieve 
unity and fellowship, as the discus
sions enabled the participants to 
deepen themselves and become more 
efficient in their ability to present 
the Faith. 
RICHMOND HIGHLANDS, 
WASHINGTON 

The Community labored en "work 
days" in cleaning up the grounds, 
mowing the lawn, painting and re
pairing the Fellowship House. Pot
luck dinners were held during the 
summer months in the afternoon and 
near-by Communities were invited. 

Directory Additions and 
Changes 

Area National Teaching Cemm1ttees: 
SOUTHERN STATES, WEST. DIV. 

Mrs. Olivia Blackwell, Sec'y. 
2120 Laharpe 
New Orleans, La. 

Regional Tell-Chin«' CommlUees: 
MONTANA 

Mrs. Betty J. Bennett, Sec'y. 
722 ScI. Washington 
Butte, Mont. 

NO. '" SO. CAROLINA 
Mrs. Helen Michaels, Sec'y. 
1741 Marion Ave. 
No. Augusta, So. Carolina 

Local Spiritual Assembly Secretaries: 
CINCINNATI, orno 

Mrs Jennie McFarland, Sec'y. 

29i5 Gilbert Ave., Zone 6 
LIMA,OrnO . 

Mrs. Mae Vaughn, Sec'y. 
509 N. Collett St. 

EL MONTE TWP., CALIF. 
Mrs. Jessie B. Nash, Sec'y. 
4146 N. Bresee St. 
Baldwin Park, Calif. 

PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 
Mrs. Lillian Beevers. Sec·y. 
86 Market St. 

INGLEWOOD, CALIF. 
Mrs. Ruby I. Nelson, Sec'Y. 
534 E. Stepney St. 

MONROVIA TWP., CALIF. 
Dissolved on account of changes in 
area jurisdiction. 

National CommJttees: 
UNITED NATIONS 

Mrs. Etta Mae Mikhael-unable to 
serve 

Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh, Exec. 
Sec'y. 

225 5th Ave. 
New York 10, N. Y. 
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The second AII-Swiss Cobference at Zurich, November 18-19, 1950 

European News: Historic Second 
All Swiss Conference 

The aftermaths of the Copenhagen 
European Teaching Conference are 
strongly felt in all our goal-countries. 
The post Conference growth of the 
Faith, especially in Copenhagen, has 
been most thrilling and exciting to 
hear about. Their first public meet· 
ing after the Conference had an at· 
tendance oI 70 people, and the next 
one in September 90. They have also 
had 4, new members in the Com
munity. 

In ZUrich the historic Second All· 
Swiss Conference has been held No
vember 18 and 19 in the friendly 
Conference room of the "Augustiner
hot" and was attended by eighty, 
among them five representatives 
from Germany-Frau Thilde Diestel· 
horst~ Frau Hanni Weber~ Karl Teu
fel, Rolf Schiller and Dr. Herm ann 
Grossmann (who will give a Baha'i 
talk in all Swiss Centers before leav-

ing)-also two of our American pio
neers in Luxembourg, George and 
Milared Clark, brought the spirit of 
I!~ister commtmitiesH to this Con
ference. 

From the report oI Elsa Steinmetz, 
our pioneer to Bern, we quote: "At 
4:30 Saturday afternoon Fritz Semle 
Sr. of Wolfhalden, Presiding Chair
man, sounded the bell for order. A 
violin·piano number played by his 
son and daughter, Fritz, Jr. and Miss 
Alice, preceded the opening prayer 
read by Ma-soud Berdjis t Chairman 
of the Zurich Assembly. In his ad
dress of welcome Mr. Semle referred 
to the 'great bounty which is ours in 
being able to gather together for 
service to our Ibeloved Cause at a 
time when humanity, distraught and 
fear-stricken, is searching for a way 
to avoid the greatest catastrophe 
which has ever threatened it.' 'We 

have the words of 13ahii.'u'llah and 
'Abdu'l-BahA,' he continped; ·'to give 
us strength, clarity, power and con. 
viction.' He then stressed the obliga
tion to accelerate our teaching ef. 
Iorts and to bring to frui tioo the 
Seven Points of endeavor mentioned 
by Shoghi Effendi in his Message to 
the Copenhagen Conference. 

"Miss Honor Kempton, European 
Teaching Committee Representative, 
then sketched the development of the 
Divine Plan with great beauty, mak· 
ing clear America's prescribed ini~ 

tiative in the Plan, Europe's irnpor~ 
tant contribution, and the potential 
role open to Switzerland in its un
foldment. lToday,' she remarked, 'it 
is our beloved Guardian who is chart
ing the course of this Plan. It is 
he, who in his "unerring wisdom" 
is canalizing those forces released 
by the birth of this stupendous God
given Plan. It is he who is weaving 
the pattern, choosing the exact time 
when those countries specifically 
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mentioned by 'Abdu'l-Baha must re
ceive -4

l that most precious of all 
gifts"-the knowledge of the Revela
tion of Baha'u'llith.' The ensuing con
sultation was followed by a com
munity supper. If happiness could 
'be registered on a barometer,. this 
event set a sunshine record. The 
Saturday evening program was en
tirely of recreational and 'get. 
acquainted' nature. An impressive 
idea of the size and diversity of our 
European family was given the 
friends when our kind photo-expert. 
George Clark, presented a screen
showing of 138 charming color photos 
taken at the Copenhagen Conference. 
These slides created keen interest 
and an enthusiasm which projected 
itself with ease into the singing of 
Swiss folksongs which followed. 

"Sunday was truly a day in the 
fIron Age'. We were amazed our
selves that the day's work built upon 
the Guardian's objectives, was car
ried. through to the last stone in the 
time allotted. This was due to three 
things: 1) the elimination of long 
talks in favor of short and introduc
tory talks; 2) the ability of our Chair
man to control the consultation; 3) 
a growing matllrity and the subse
quent desire for constructive accom
plishment. 

Topping all, the introductory talks, 
each followed by lively consulta tion, 
were given entirely by the Swiss 
believers_ Here they are: 

'Deeper Understanding of the Veri
ties of Bah.a'u'll.ih'.s Revelation, 
His Covenant and World Order
Hans Bauma~ Zur'ich Commu
nity; 
'Consolidation of All Administra
tive Agencies'-Fritz Semle Jr., 
Bern; 
'Rapid Increase in Membership' 
Miss Gretel Reich, Zurich; 
'Effective Promotion of the Re
cently Initiated Extension Work'
Mrs. Martha Muller, Wolfhalden; 
'Energetic Dissemination of Baha'i 
Literature'-Franz Vetter, Wolf
halden; 
'Closer Collaboration with Sister 
Communities in the European Con
tinent'-Mrs. Marguerite Milller, 
Geneva; 
'Greater Awareness of Our Ines
capable Responsibilities' - Fritz 
Schar. Bern. 
"Silently, one wished that every 

American believer could see and 
hear these newly won co-workers 
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The Crisis of the Victory' Fund 
Dearly Beloved Friends: 

Last month the National Assembly 
sent to each individual Baha'i, a 
dramatic picture of the sad condition 
of the Victory Fund, vividly pIctur
ing the "Deepening Stain· on our 
Spotless Record." 

A crisis has now been reached, 
requiring the im mediate and devoted 
consideration of each and every 
Baha'i in the United States. 

We are not receiving in the Victory 
Fund, sufficient moneys to meet our 
current expenses. Everyone will 
agree this cannot continue. With 
wrenching of heart the' National 
Spiritual Assembly has authorized 
temporary transfer of cash from 
other funds to meet the Victory Fund 
requirements so that our far-flung 
activities may continue uninter
rupted. 

The secret of spiritual success is 

lifting their voices for Baha'u'llih.! 
"The Sunday afternoon ses sion got 

off to a brilliant start by the formal 
declaration of two friends who had 
just completed the reqUisite study 
for memibership:-Mrs. S. Jolis Ligt
hart of ZUrich and Walo Graf of 
Bern. They had 'found their people' 
as one of them put it. 

"Pursuant to the Guardian's recent 
emphasis upon 'constant daily effort 
aiming at the enrichment of the spiri
tual life of the individual', Miss Elsa 
Steinmetz concluded our formal pro .. 
gram with inspiring excerpts from 

. the Holy Writings on this theme.' 
'~Evening and farewells came all 

too soon. Touching were the closing 
words of our chairman as he thanked 
all participants for the joy and suc
cess of the Conference and for the 
impetus given the work ahead. Spe .. 
cial mention was given the European 
Teaching Committee for its loving 
and ever present assistance; the un
tiring Conference Committee with 
its translating and mimeographing 
statI: our Zurich pioneer, Miss Doris 
Lohse, and the entire Community 
of Zlirich--our gracious host-whose 
hospitality let us be kings for a day; 
also Mrs. Anne Lynch whose dexter
ity as interpreter greatly lessened 
the language barrier for us. 

unified action. When every single 
Baha'i has jOined in actively sup. 
porting the fund, we will succeed. If 
you have made no contribution to 
the Victory Fund, perhaps you are 
the link that is weakening the chain 
of our spiritual strength. 

2,000 Bah;' 'is each contributing 
$9.00 over and above their present 
contributions, each 19 days for the 
balance of the Baha'i Year, will 
bring success. But every Baha'i 
must take part in the drive for 
Victory, particularly at this time of 
crisis. If you cannot be one of the 
2,000 who contribute $9.00 over and 
above their normal gifts to the Vic
tory Fund, then contribute as much 
over your normal contribution as 
possible. And be sure to contribute; 
and now. as our cash is very low. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL AsSEMBLY 

Leroy C. loas. Treasurer 

"Humbly grateful and newly 
aware of 'the challengine require-
ments of the present hour', we quote 
our beloved Guardian's Message to 
the Second All-Swiss Conference: 

DELIGHTED. PRAYING CON
SOLIDATION SPLENDID HIS
TORIC ACHIEVEMENTS (of the) 
STEADILY RISING, RAPIDLY DE
VELOPING, HIGHLY PROMISING, 
MUCH LOVED SWISS BAHA'I COM
MUNITY, SETTING INSPIRING 
EXAMPLE (to) OTHER GOAL 
COUNTRIES (of) EUROPE. ABID
ING GRATITUDE . 

(Signed) SROOm 

Summer Schools 
The following excerpt is from a 

cable from the Guardian dated D.,. 
ccmber 8, addressed to the National 
Spiritual Assembly, in re-ply to the 
Assembly's request for definite direc
ti""s from the Guardian regarding 
the termination of the so~aned aus
terity period and the resumption of 
the Baha'i activities which were tem
porarily suspended: "OWING P ARA
MOUNT NEED SHRINE AND TEM
PLE ADVISE POSTPONE PUBLI
CATION MAGAZINE UNTIL 1953 
STOP SUMMER SCHOOI.s MAY BE 
R E-OPENED". 
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The Centenary by Radio 
Further reports of local observances of the Centenary of the Martyrdom 

of the Bab show that the following radio br()adcasts and announcements 
should be added to those listed in the October Baha'i News. 

COMMUNITY TIME DATE STATION 
KIDO 

WMRP 
Ada County, Idaho 8:45 July 9 
Flint. Michigan 12:15 (script) 

also 2 announcement", 
each on stations WMRP 

WFDF 
WBBC 

Honolulu, Hawaii 
Norfolk, Virginia 
Palo Alto, California 

15 minute script 
11:15 (script) 

KGU 
WTAR 

15 minute script 
also 15 minute interview 

Patterson, Teaneck, 
Newark, etc., New Jersey 

Peoria, Illinois 
3:00 (script) 
2:15 (script) July 8 

July 9 
July 9 

WPAT 
WMBD 
WEEK 
KELO Sious Falls, South Dakota 

9:00 A.M. (script) 
12 :00 (script) 

Mineola Fair 
The fourth consecutive Baha'i ex

hibit at the Mineola Fair, New York, 
ran from September 12·16. The ex· 
hibit was housed in a tent having 
two entrances over which were hung 
large signs with the name "Baha'i 
World Faith" printed on them. 

A poster bearing the caption 
"Questions the World is Asking" with 
a large question mark in the center 
and pockets containing literature an· 
swering the questions attracted 
much attention. A cardboard strip 
with the theme: "Religious Educa
tion for the Atomic Age", was used. 
There was a world map 'With red
headed pins showing where Baha'is 
reside and also ribbons going out 
from the map to pictures of Baha'is 
in various parts of the world. There 
was a large yellow poster ·Usting 
the current Baha'i statistics and a 
board on which were tacked "LessOn 
Reminders"-hand colored sketches 
with Baha'i quotations, which had 
been distributed to each child in the 
Long Island Children's Class during 
the 1949-50 season. There was also 
a large embroidered. banner showing 
a nine-pointed star with the names 
of the niI;le great religions in the 
points and the words "One God" 
in the center. A large framed pic
ture of the House of Worship and 
several small posters listing the 
twelve baSIC principles were in
cluded in the display. 

An outdoor space was allotted for 
the showing of pictures after dark. 
A motion picture, "Boundary Lines, n 

was shown part of the time, and 

several colored slides of the House 
of Worship which were accompanied 
by a spoken recording about the 
Faith. 

1,803 pieces of literature were dis
tributed; 31 inquirers left their 
names in the guest book. 

A radio broadcast, in the form 
of an interview on the Faith, con
cluding with an invitation to visit 
the exhibit was presented on Sta· 
tion WHLI on the Sunday preceding 
the Fair. 

Free advance publicity concern
ing the exhibit was secured in four 
Long Island newspapers. 

This suggestion comes from a 
RTC. Space at many fairs is con
tracted for in advance. If your com
munity is planning an exhibit for 
your local or state fair, space should 
be reserved well in advance. Now 
is not too soon. 

Cireuit Teaching 
The Regional Teaching Committee 

for Western New York is arranging 
a monthly circuit of visiting speak
ers for all but January. This was 
omitted because of World Religion 
Day. 

The first step in the circuit set-up 
was the appointment of one of the 
Regional members as circuit man
ager - one who is energetic, but 
very patient. He canvassed the As
semblies and Groups which could 
reasonably be expected to consider 
such a project, asking: if they were 
interested; their 1st, 2nd, 3rd choice 
of evenings; if they could handle hos· 
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pitality and a percentage of the 
transportation expense. 

Because of the coincidence of loca
tions, the circuit was finally worked 
out !by sections of the Region rather 
than by single commlUlities. In some 
cases the meetings are alternated 
among two or even three towns) in 
others all meetings are held in the 
s arne place - this j sa' 'local op
tion. U One person in each section 
was designated as coordinator, and 
he or she handles all circuit matters 
for that section - arranging hospi. 
tality and transportation, checking 
meeting plans, sending the neces
sary funds to the circuit mana ger 
in ad vance, carrying on correspond
ence' etc. 

The circuit manager has been 
busy at his typewriter arranging 
with the various speakers from out
side the Region, and keeping the c0-

ordinators posted. The circuit sched
ule is now completely planned 
through May. The speakers are from 
Canada, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
Ohio, as well as New York. 

SeH Inventory 
(Am I an active or inactive Baha'i?) 

1. Do I repeat the Obligatory 
Prayer daily? Do I observe the 
Fast? 

3. Do I conscientiously serve in 
the community whether or not on 
a committee or an assem bl~' ? 

3. Do I make only the kind of 
criticism which is creative? Or do 
I spread the seed. of disunity 
through criticism on the personal. 
plane? 

4. Do I attend . the BaM', 
Feasts and Festivals? Do I observe 
the Nine Holy Days? 

5. Do I think of my contributions 
to the Baha'i Fund in terms of sac
rifice? . . . . Do I contribute more 

. than last year? 
6. Do I live ·on the memory of past 

services or do I constantly seek new 
channels in which to serve the Cause 
of God? 

7. Am I a radiator or a sponge? 
That is, do I contribute to the unity 
and enthusiasm of the community 
or do I depend on the spirit which 
others generate? 

8. Do I study the Teachings reg· 
ularly? 

9. Have the words of Baha'u'U;ih 
found their roots in my daily ac· 
tions and attitudes?· 

-FROM CAN ADTAN B.A.RA If NEW S 
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The Conference Institute Plan 
Is Meant for Every Baha~i 

It should by this tIme be apparent to every thinking Baha'i that we 
must deepen our knowledge of the Faith now to be prepared for time 
two years hence when we will need facts to actively engage in public 
and personal teaching when the Temple completion is announced. The 
Guardian has given us two years of grace-important years in the 
light of opportunity to become prepared. 

In Baha'{ News we have called attention to the specific need for 
greater study of the Covenant and Baha'i Administration and that the 
value of the Conference· Institute plan is a proven method of study 
for every Baha'i. Yet, thus far, reports show that less than one out 
of every six believers has participated in this deepening opportunity. 

In view of the importance that the Guardian has placed in the under
standing of the Covenant and the power it exerts upon the en tire 
world we urge every Baha'i community and every Regional Teaching 
Committee to plan such a schedule of Institutes as win enable all 
Baha'is to take part in at least one of these classes before the end of 
this Baha'i year. 

The believers who have already participated in one or more of the 
Conference-Institutes are most enthusiastic over the effectiveness of 
the technique and, as well, the material used. By combining the study 
of the Covenant with Baha'i Administration in one Institute there is 
enjoyed a greater understanding of the indispensability of the one to 
the other and, as well, the perfect balance between the spirit and the 
form as expressed in the World Order of Baha'u'llah. 

The National Projects Committee is in process of developing material 
for two additional Conference·Institutes. One will deal with the manner 
in which world events are preparing the way for the Promised Day 
and the other will be devoted to the study of those qual.!J;iesof indivilll!.al 
and group behaviour that must distingUish the "new race of men" that 
must be raised up for the new age. 

The study of the Covenant and Baha'i Administration is an essential 
preparatory step for the new Conference-Institute subjects and we 
urge every believer to embrace the opportunity of participating in the 
present Conference-Institute plan at the earliest moment. 

Th price per copy of the "Compilation of Excerpts on the Covenant 
and Administration," prepared especially for use in the Conference
llistitute is $1.25 postpaid, and may be ordered through the BaM'; 
Publishing Committee. It consists of 90 pages of striking quotations 
from Bahii'u'llith, 'Abdu'!-Baha and Shoghi Effendi on such subjects as 
teaching, the Covenant, the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha and 
the Administrative Order of Baha'u'Uah. We suggest that you oi-der this 
material now for an early scheduling of a Conference-Institute. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Geyserville Summer Sehool 
1950 

In Memoriam 
Death proffereth unto every confident 

believer the cup that is life indeed.. It be
stoweth joy and is the bearer of gladness. 
It conferreth the gift of everlasting life. 

Tentative Dates 
FIRST SESSION 

June 17 through June 30 
Registration limited to adults 

SECOND SESSION 
July 1 through July 14 

THIRD SESSION 
July 15 through July 28 

Classes for children and adults In 
second and third sessions 

UNITY FEAST 
July 1 

Detailed announcements will follow 

-Bahll'u'lloih 
Mr. Frank Bibby, North Platt, Nebr. 

Nov. 4, 1950 
Mrs. William Ballard, Lansing, Mich. 

Oct. 25, 1950 
Mrs. Eva Zoul, Long Beach Calif. 

Nov. 10, 1950 
Mrs. Emma Hart, Washington. D. C. 

Nov. 5, 1950 
Dr. John Christensen, Chicago, m. 

Nov. 30, 1950 
Mrs. Lorel Luther, Monroe, Wash. 

Nov. 25, 1950 

A Report on Ihe Iustitutes 
"We felt as if we had been on the 

mOWltain tops," wrote one Baha'i in 
describing the exaltation which fol. 
lOwed the Conference Institute held 
in his community. An Omaha, Neb
raska, woman said, ·'The Institute 
was worth the trip to Kansas City; 
I came back with a much greater, 
deeper understanding of what is ex
pected of us, and a deeper under
standing of my own indiviual re
sponsibility," An Illinois couple 
drove a round trip of 180 miles so 
that a friend who had missed the 
local institute could study with an
other community. 

Such were the reactions to the 
Conference Institutes which, in this 
month's Baha'i News, are being 
urged for all Baha'is by the NSA. 
From allover the country come 
reports from communities taking 
advantage of these special opportuni. 
ties for the deepening of our lmowl
edge of the Faith. 

In most cases the RTC took the 
initiative in making the arrange-
ments, annoWlcing the plans well in 
advance so that Baha'is from sur
rounding areas might attend. The 
RTC also sent a leader or team 01 
leaders to guide the study. Usually 
a weekend was devoted to intensive 
study of the Compilation of Eo:cerpt. 
on the Covenant and Administration. 
As the friends read selections on 
"Teaching" t "The Covenant". "The 
Will and Testament of 'Abdu'j· 
Baha", '·The Administrative Order 
of Bah' 'u'llah.", they paused fre-
quently to ask questions, to tell of 
experiences, to quote other passages, 
and to meditate. 

Few of the Institutes were a'ble 
to cover the material in the compila
tion in the single weekend, and many 
communities arranged for further 
study another weekend or at weekly 
sessions. The RTC's have mentioned 
institutes in the following places: 
Boise and Ada County, Idaho; Salt 
Lake City with friends from Logan, 
Tooele, and nearby towns; Alexan
andria, Arlington, Newport News, 
Staunton, Waterford, Arlington, 
Petersburg, and Hopewell, Virginia: 
Charleston, West Virginia; Buffalo 
(with friends from nearby Niagara 
Falls, Youngstown, Orchard Park, 
Snyder in New York; and Humber
stone, Or.itario), Hamburg (with 



nearby Village, Edam, and North 
Evans), Jamestown and Lakewood, 
Penn Yan, Syracuse, Binghamton, 
Waterloo, and Little Fall., all in 
New York; Springfield, Massachu
setts; Denver, Colorado; Providence) 
Rhode Island; Cedar Rapid., Iowa; 
Quincy t Peoria, Chicago, Oak Park, 
Springfield, Champaign and Urbana 
in Dlinois; Portland, Oregon; New 
Mexico; Miami, Florida (with 
Baha'is from Fort Lauderdale, 
Miami Shores, Miami Beach, Holly
wood, Coral Gables, and North 
Miami). 

Two of the most complete reports 
show that public meetings and tun 
were combined with study to make 
the institutes memorable to those 
attending. 

In spite of heavy rains Bah .. 'is 
representing seven communities met 
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September 16th and 17th at the home One 01 the first Conference IDslitules was beld by tbe RTe of _em Callfonda a.e 
of Dr. Mary Ketcham in Miami. the home of Walter Jones 01 Escondido, AuguR 2&-27. 

Mternoon discussions were led by 
Philip Marangella; those in the eve
ning by Dr. Edward Wilber. Leaders 
the following day were Mrs. Frances 
Baumgartner and Miss Ida Solomon, 
who used blackboard diagrams to 
make the Administration more 
graphic. Baha'[ literature was on 
display and for sale. The friends had 
their pictures taken and had hot 
supper together. They had brought 
their own food for lunch. All went 
to the Miami public meeting at which 
Philip Marangella spoke on "The 
Magnet of the Kingdom" . 

New Mexico Baha'is literally went 
to the mountain tops. They rented 
the YWCA lodge at Tijeras for Octo
ber 22nd and 23rd and held their 
study classes around the fireplace 
there. They spent the night at the 
lodge, beld devotions, cooperated in 
preparing meals and washing dishes, 
and enjoyed square dancing, skits, 
and a children's party. There were 
even committee meetings during this 
busy week end. 

Institutes held in the other coun
tries of the Americas have been dif
ferent in subject matter, but similar 
in their purpose. 

Bight center 
WIscoasm BaM/is of the Brookfield Town
ship neighborhood had a picnic at Stanley 

Pusa·s foUowing" their Institute. 

Bottom picture 
Bah&'i!Ii In Southern Florida met at the 
Ke&chams' In Miami '01' their InsUtute. 
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Speaker'. Aids 
On Patience: 
"Do not judge another man until you 
have walked at least two moons in 
his moccasins." 

American Indian Proverb 

• •• 
The Golden Rule 

Juda.ism: 
"What is hateful to you, do not to 
your fellowman. This is the entire 

. t" Law; all the rest IS commen ary. 
Talmud, Shabbat, 31a. 

Buddhism: 
"Hurt not others in ways that you 
yourself would find hurUuI." 

Udana-Varga, 5, 18. 
BTahmansim: 
"This is the sum of duty: Do naught 
unto others which would cause you 
pain if done to you." 

Mahabharata, 5, 1517. 
Zoroastriani3m; 
"Do as you would be done by." 
Star of the West, April 1926, P. 21. 
Christianity: 
leAl! things whatsoever. ye would 
that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them; for this is the 
Law and the Prophets." 

Matthew, 7, 12. 
Muhammadanism: 
• 'Let none of you treat his brother in 
a way he himself would dislike to 
be treated." 

Star of the West, April 1926, P. 21. 
The BaM'; World Faith_ 
"0 Son of Man; Wert thou to ob
serve Mercy, thou wouldst not ~e
gard thine own interest, ibut the In

terest of mankind_ Wert thou to ob
serve Justice, choose thou for others 
what thou choosest for thyself .. " 

Star of the West, April 1926, P. 21. 
• • • 

Listen America 
"It takes b~th the black and the 

white keys to play the Star Spangled 
Banner." Universal Digest 

• •• 
Seasoning: 
1. This is an age in which men talk 

like. philosophers and live like 
fools. 

2. Happiness is shared with others, 
sorrow is borne alone. 

3. The greatest unexplored territory 
today is between a man's ears. 

(Associated Press) 

• * * 
On Unity: 
"Remember that importance is not 
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attached to numbers. Importance 
concerns faith, concerns assurance, 
concerns veracity, concerns firm
ness concerns attainment to the 
Kin~dom of Abha, concerns self
sacrifice in the path of the Kingdom. 
If you attain to this, though there be 
but two people, remember that two 
people are equivalent in strength of 
character to the whole world." 

-'ABDu'r.-BAHA 
Star of the West. Vol. 

VII, No.5 p. 33. 
* • • 

Prescription jor Success 
.. Making hay while the sun shines 
by using the grass that grows under 
other people's feet." 

--WILLIAM SEARS 

Child Education Committee 
The Child Education Committee 

publishes a' bi-monthly bulletin for 
parents and teachers. It is called 
The Child's Way. Enclosed in each 
bulletin is a separate page of stories 
for children_ 

It is the aim of this bulletin to 
bring you suggesions and encourage
ment for teaching your children and 
for starting EJaha'i children's classes. 
Many of the Baha'is who write for 
the bulletin are professional teach~ 
er 5 who write from experience both 
as Baha.' is and in the field of teach
ing children. Included in each issue 
is a short annotated bibliography 
of books for children of various 
ages. For SUbscriptions write to: 

Mrs. Amy B. Dwelly (editor) 
2640 E. 37th St. 
Cleveland 15, Ohio 
Rates: $UJO per year (6 issues); 

.20 per copy. Back issues of chil
dren's page, 6 for .25. 
An announcement from the editor of 
The Child's Way 

1. Any of you who have a yen 
to write stories for children, please 
send them to us. We need GOOD 
material for the Children's Page; 
but we reserve the right to reject 
material that we feel does not fill 
the needs of the paper. Any manu
scripts returned will be accompa
nied bv an adequate criticism, ex
plaining the rejection. Since several 
of the committee members are pro
fe~sjona] writers, yOll will get fair 
criticism. 

2. We would Jike to have your 
Baha'i children's classes encouraged 
to write poetry or stories to be pub
lished in the children's page. This 

month's page contains poetry writ
ten by non-Baba.'! children, and sure
ly our children writing a bout the 
Faith can turn out as good or better. 
Make them feel that this will be a 
real contribution to the Faith, since 
this page goes to many non-Baha'I 
children and is sent to 12 countries 
in the world, and has been translated 
into Spanish in South America. 

Publishing Announcements 
The Baha'i Faith and WOTld Gov

ernment, Iby David M. Earl, reprint 
of article published in the Septem
ber, 1950, issue of Common Cause. 
This statement, both by its own mer~ 
it and by its association with a well 
known and influential magazine de
V()ted to a world constitution and 
world government, can be effec
ti vely used in contacts with peace 
organizations and outstanding lead
ers of opini<>:n in your community. 
Sold in lots of ten copies for $1_00. 

A Study of the Divine Art of Liv
ing, an outline prepared by Marian 
Crist Lippitt. It provides material 
for seven discussion periods and 
deals with what the Baba.'! Faith 
offers to the individuaL (All refer
ences are to The Divine Art 01 Liv
ing). Mimeographed, 8% by 11 
inches, seven pages and cover. Per 
copy 15 cents. 

For the Radio 
Several localities in the United 

States are suddenly being offered 
much free radio time and find them
selves unable to take advantage of 
all opportunities, due to lack of 
scripts. Most needed are 5, 10", and 
IS-minute Baha'i scripts of the 
straight talk or interview type. In 
order to supply these requests, the 
Radio Committee urges all believers 
and assemblies to forward copies of 
any used or new radio material on 
hand to Mr. Lowell Johnson, 315 S. 
Beech St., Syracuse 10, N. Y_ 

-NATIONAL RADIO €oMMlTl"EE 

Calendar 
JANUARY 19, 

Feast of Sul\im, Sovereignty 
JANUARY 21 

World Religion Day 
NSA MEETINGS: 

January 12, 13, 14 
·February 22, 23, 24, 25 
March 30-31, April 1. 



Call for Material 
BaM'. World, Volume xm 

1950-1952 
Material for· Volume XIII of T/,. 

B<z1ui'! World is requested by the 
editorial committee for this volume. 
The Guardian especially emphasizes 
the importance of Baha1i WOTld "as 
it is placed in so many libraries 
the world over, and as it is the only 
thing of its kind which presents to 
the public an idea of what we are 
accomplishing and what we stand 
for." 

The commi ttee ~quests material 
that will tell current developments 
in the Faith throughout the world. 
AU written material should be typed, 
double space, and two copies-the 
original and first cartoon-be sent. 

1. ACCOW1ts of special acti vi ties 
during 1950-1952: 

a) In commemoration of the 
Martyrdom of the Bab. 
b) In teaching work-items of 
special human interest showing 
how the Teachings remove 
prejudice and unite peoples. 
c) In celebration of World Re
ligion Day. 
d) Youth conferences and ac· 
tivities. 

These accounts should not exceed 
3,000 words in length and should be 
accompanied by photographs in du
plicate (see item 4). 

2. Articles on subjects of current 
importance, (3,000 to 5,000 words in 
length) written accurately and from 
the Baha'i point of view. (In giving 
references to the Writings, please 
give title of book and page on which 
reference cited occurs.) 

3. References to the Baha'i Faith 
in magazines and books: 

a) By non·Baha'i writers. 
b) By Baha'j writers in non-Ba

ha'i publications. 
Please give complete and exact ref
erence or send clippings, including 
name of publication date and page. 

4. Photographs-of newly incor. 
porated AssembHes, of Conferences .. 
Exhibits, Summer Schools, Baha'i 
Centers or headquarters. Photo
graphs should he clear, glossy 
prints. Two prints of each photo. 
graph should be sent. 

Please address all material to: 
Baha'i World Editorial Committee 

% Mrs. Beatrice Ashton 
Box 548 

Evanston, nlinois 

BAHA'i NEWS 

Memorial Gifts for. the 
for the Month of November, 
A. Mrs. Ida Mae Adams, Frances E. 

Allen. Woodson Allen, Dio Atkins. 
B. Wendell E, Baeon, Mr. A. G. Bech

told, Mrs. Alice Bigleu, WIlliam T, 
Bowers, Joseph L. Bray, Ed ward C. 
Brown, Emma T, Brown, Mr. « Mrs. 
George W. Busey. 

C. Mothers of Mr. and Mrs. H. A. 
Chamberlin, Margaret Coleman. Mrs. 
Eva T. Cooper, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Corporon 

D. Mrs. Dangen. 
E. Mary Ann England, 
F. Georgiana Fitzgerald, Alan Hugh 

Fraser. Mrs. Mary T. Fraser, Ersalite 
Frye. 

G. ·Mrs. Lua Moore Getsinger, Albert 
M. Golle. 

B. Joseph Hannen, Pauline Hannen. 
Mrs. Mary Frances Harding, A. Frank 
Hoffman. 

K. Lester J. Kaley, LilUan F. Kappes, 
Sophia Kappes. 

L. Leonard Lee. 
M. Mr. and Mrs. A. E, Main, Mrs. Ada 

Lorine Mehring, Mr. Fred F, Mehring; 
Elwyn Floyd Moore. 

Mac. Mr. and Mrs. Howard MacNutt. 
N. Edward Neall, Elma Neall. 
O. Dr. John Ralph Owens. 
P • .John T. Plante. 
R. I. G. Roff, 1. L. Roff. 
S. Louis Sanders, Gary Dwane Schmidt, 

John Pope Stearns, Sidney Stem, Ed
ward G, Stricklen. 

T. Ben Taylor, Dora Taylor. Ella Town
.sell. 

V. Charles Van Keuren. 
W. Carrie Walsh, Walter J. Walsh, 

Evelyn Watson, Hallie Watson, Amelia 
B. Willard, D. Seymour Willard, Ned S. 
Wilson, Mrs. Jennie V. Wood. 

Y. William Young. 
CORRECTION: 

Severine Salvesen Velde (previously 
listed as Severine Solves en Velde). 

Enrollments 
EnroUments reported by 
Loca.J Spiritual AssembUes: 

CALIF., Inglewood 1; Los Angeles 3: 
San Francisco 2; South Gate 2; MAINE, 
Portland 1; MICH., Detroit 1; MO., 
Independence 1; WASH., Seattle 1 ; 
WEST VA, Charleston 1; WIS., Shore
wood 1: 
YOUTH 2 

Enronments reported by 
RegiOtlal Teacbing Committees: 

NORTHEASTERN STATES 
Conn., So, New York 1 

CENTRAL STATES 
Michigan I 

WESTERN STATES 
So. Calif. 2 

SOUTHERN STATES 
E. Division 

Georgia 1 
W. Divisjon 

Texas 1 
TOTALS 

Adu1ts 20 
youth 2 
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Living the BaM'i Life 
"You Must Manifest Complete LoveH 

You must manifest complete love 
and affection toward ail mankind. 
Do not exalt yourselves above others 
but consider all as your equals, 
recognizing them as the servants of 
one God. Know that God is com· 
passionate. toward all; therefore 
love all from the depths of your 
hearts, prefer all r&-ligionists before 
yourselves, be filled with love for 
every race, and be kind toward the 
people of all nationalities. Never 
speak disparagingly of others but 
praise without distinction. Pollute 
not your tongues by speaking evil of 
another. Recognize your enemies as 
friends and consider those who wish 
you evil as the wishers of good. You 
must not see evil as evil and then 
compromise with your opinion. for 
to treat in a smooth, kindly way one 
whom you consider evil or an 
enemy, is hypocrisy and this is not 
worthy or allowab1e. You must con·· 
sider your enemies as your friends. 
look upon your evil-wishers as your 
well-wishers and treat them accord
ingly. Act in such a way that your 
heart may be free from hatred. Let 
not your heart be offended with any
one. If some one commits an error 
and wrong toward you, you must in
stantly forgive him. Do not com· 
plain of others. Refrain from repri
manding them and if you wish to 
give admonition or advice let it be 
offered in such a way that it will 
not burden the bearer. Turn all your 
thoughts toward bringing joy to 
hearts. Beware! Beware! lest ye of.., 
fend any heart. Assist the world of 
humanity as much as possible •. Be 
the source of consola !ion to every 
sad one f assist every weak orie, be 
helpful to every indigent one, care 
for every sick: one, be the cause of 
glorification to every lowly One and 
shelter those who are overshadowed. 
by fear. 

In brief, let each one of you be as 
a lamp shining forth with the light 
of the virtues of the world of human. 
ity. Be trustworthy, sincere. affec~ 
tionate and replete with chastity. Be 
illumined, be spiritual, be divine, be 
glorious, be quickened o! God, be a 
BaM'i. 

-'ABDU~L--BAHA 
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Inter.America Committee Report 
A Mid·Year Analysis 

Central America, Mexico, and the 
Islands: 

This territory J suffering crisis a 
year ago, has shown marked prog
ress this year. 

In June of the present Baha'i year, 
there were only two strong commu
nities in the capital cities of the 
area. Today ten of the twelve capi
tals have achieved the safety margin 
set for the numerical goal. 

In June, Assemblies of only four 
countries had obtained their incorpo' 
ration. Today six have achieved the 
goal and applications are filed m 
five additional Republics. 

In June, Assemblies in only four 
countries hali regular meetings for 
non·Baha.?is while today ten coun· 
tries are carrying this activity reg· 
uariy. 

In June, only two countries had 
deepening classes for believers, but 
now ten report holding such classes 
regularly. The Institutes for believ· 
ers have been held by each city in
dividually and have been enthu.;ias· 
tically reported as well attended, 
successful, and far-reaching in ef-
fective consolidation. 

In June, only four Assemblies con
tributed to the National and Region
al funds; now seven are doing so 
regularly. Five had previously es-

t",blished local funds; at present 
twelve. 

Whereas previously four assem
blies were purchasing books •. now 
nine report purchase and sale of lit
erature. Twelve have established li
braries for lending and for class use. 

Restoration of Assembly status is 
looked for this year in Taublave, 
Honduras, and the present groups 
in Cienfuegos, Cuba; Port Antonio, 
Jamaica; Ri. Piedras, Puerto Rico; 
San Marc, Haiti; and Quezalte
peque, EI Salvador. hope to attain 
Assembly status in April. The sec· 
ondary Assembly cities receiving 
pioneer help this year and striving 

. to attain the numerical goal of fif
teen are Puebla. Mexico; Chichicas
tenango, Guatemala; San Pedro Su
la, Honduras; Colon, Panama; and 
Spanishtown, Jamaica. Thirty-five 
itinerant and resident pioneers, com
prised of both Latin American and 
North American teachers, some 
short·termed and others for the full 
time, have carried or are carrying 
on projects this year in the northern 
area. 
South Ameriea: 

South America, which led, up to 
the present year, has not launched 
forward numerically quite as fast as 
the Central area, due largely to the 
fact that only half as many pioneer 

The eight BahAtis of Peru's goal city, Calla.o, are striving for 
........ 1>1y .tatoo by April. 

Charles Ioas. has retun.ed. from toa:rIac 
tbese Colombian cities: &pta, Call, 
BaraDquiUa, Baearamong'a, Cariegeaa., 

and. Med.ellio. 

projects have been initiated to date 
as in the· north. However, other 
strengths are evidenced. 

Twelve South American cities have 
contributed to the national and re
gional funds this year, and fifteen 
have established regular local funds. 
Their libraries, purchase and sale 
of literature, classes for believers 
and for inquirers, and active par
ticipation in feasts and anniversa
ries indicate a healthy and progres
sive spirit, and on the whole more 
native initiative in public work is 
shown. With a further flow of pio
neer help, South America should 
quickly resume a highly accelerated 
pace. 

Asuncion and Montevideo repre
sented the two Ulost cotmtries," of 
Paraguay and Uraguay, last April. 
In both cases the Guardian granted 
permission to elect Assemblies be
fore November 15 in order to main
tain representation of these coun
tries in the historic first Convention 
and National election. In both cases 
victory was WOn and Assembly 
status restored. Restoration of Suc
re, Bolivia and Medellin, Colombia, 
are goals of the year. Group goals 
this year.. are Rosano and Aseisa, 
Argentina; Callao, Peru; and Osor
no, Chile . 



FrieDds IaldDg p&n In !be second Regi9,.. 
a1 Teachlng Vobference ID. Bio de .Janeiro. 

South America is in the lead in its 
incorporations, having only three 
countries ,Yet to achieve this goal. 

South America also offers most of 
the publication activity. With the ex· 
ception of the pamphlets very ably 
produced in Mexico, all Spanish and 
Portuguese literature is done in Chile, 
Peru, and Brazil. 

The South American Baha'i School 
at Loncache, Chile, announces that it 
will ~onduct its annual session Jan· 
uary 5-14 this season, with Mr. Low 
Filion directing, in collaboration with 
the School Committee. This scliool 
was the gift of Mrs. Fa bienne Gillon 
of Santiago de Chile, and has been 
a fine venture in teaching by the 
South American friends themselves. 
It has excelled particularly in teach
er training. 
Publishing: 

The mid-year inventory of publi
cations and teaching materials 
shows the following adequately 
stocked literature: 

PORTUGUESE 
BaM'u'll<ih and the New Era. Some 

A1LS1.Df!1"'ed Questions, Baha'i Pray
ers, Faith for FTeedom~ B(1h(Pi 
Faith, Principles (cards), Princi
ples (pamphlets), BaM'i Peace Pro
gt'am~ Human Rights 
On the Press in Portuguese 

Dispensation at BaM'u'lldh, Will 
and Testament of 'Abdu'[-Baha~ God 
Pas.es By 

SPANISH 
Baha'u'Uah and the New Era, The 

Wisdom of 'Abdu'l-Bahd, The Great 
Announcement (compilation), G<>d 
Passes By, Dispensation of BaM-

. 'u 1Udh,· WiU and Testam!?nt of ~Ab
du'[·Bahd, Bahd'i Prayers, BaM'i 

B.ud'fNEWS 

Community, Dawn of a New Era, 
Economic Justice, Baha'i Plan jor 
Permanent Pea.ce J Principles, BahcPi 
Faith, Your Experience as a Baha'i, 
Pattern for Future Society. 

On the Press in Spanish 
Foundations of WorZd Unity, Some 

Answered Questions, The Open Door 
Teaching Material 

(Brought out by the South and 
Central American Teaching Commit
tees for teaching; not for sale) 

1. The Divine Plan, a comprehen
sive outline and set of readings on 
the Covenant, Administration, basic 
historyt laws and tenets of the Faith. 
(Panama City, Panama) 

2. Congress Presentations, a col
lection of the best notes on teaching, 
as given to the Congress of 1950 in 
Lima, Peru (Lima t Peru) 

3. Outline Bahd'u'Udh and the New 
Era, combining North America's out~ 
line, New Approach with notes of Na
talia Chavez. (Lima, Peru) 

4. PTeparation fOT Membership, 
sheets of questions based on Dispen4 
<aOOn and Will (Lima, Peru) 

5. World Religion Day material 
with pamphlet and map (Lima, 
Pern) 

6. Compilation of statements of 
Shoghi Effendi regarding Latin 
America since inception of Second 
Seven Year Plan, for use in spring 
Institutes. (Wilmette, Illinois) 
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Now in Preparation for Schools 
Outline of God Passes By, Ex

tracts from Divine ATt of Living, 
Excerpts from World Order Letters. 

Around the Baha'i World 
BRITISH ISLES 

The Baha'i Journal for October re
ports that the Persian Baha'is have 
set up an African pioneer commit
tee with a liaison member to keep 
in touch with the British Africa Com
mittee. One Persian family is to set
tle in Dar Es Salaam where th<!y 
can cooperate with Philip Hains
worth, the British pioneer in Tan
ganyika. 

Hassan Sabri, who has done such 
valuable work in Ethiopia, will pio
neer in same other part of Africa. 
"'The working out of these inter-con
tinental tasks is in itself a new kind 
of pioneering in the unfoldment of 
the World Order of Baha'u'llab." 

INDIA 
Centenary celebrations of the 

Martyrdom Of the B1> b received re
markable publicity, particularly 
with people holding important pub
lic positions. News of the function 
was broadcast by All-India Radio. 
Fruits and sweets were given on be
half of the Indian National Assem
bly and the Delhi Local Assembly 
to children in orphanages and to the 
blind of all religious groups. Shri 
Sri Prakasa, the Minister for Com-

Baha"is in other cOQntries held IDstiilltes also. These BavLDa. ·Caba, frieDds sHilled. 
under Mrs. Ruth Moffett. Jea.n SUver. aDd Viva Llsemore. 
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merce of the Government of Indb. 
presided at the public celebration. 
He was quoted by the radio at Delhi 
as having said in his opening ad
dress that Baha'i would be the fu
ture religion of the world. 

The BaM'1 News Letter of India 
remarks: "that current events have 
jolted the world out of its compla
cency and the dread of another world 
holocaust had brought it nearer to 
the Baha'i Teaching was evident 
from the more favorable attitude of 
the Press to the Centenary meet
ing. U Another prominent non-Baha'i 
speaker said that only BahA'i could 
provide the synthetic principle to 
bind mankind together. 

The Centenary was celebrated in 
more than 30 cities in India. 
CANADA 

At a conference of the Canadian 
NSA with the whole body of Ontario 
BahA'is, YOWlg believers persistent
ly requested a course of training 
for pioneers. "The whole idea de
veloped in a most wonderful way, J? 

says the Canadian Bahd'i News. The 
request resulted in the appointment 
by the NSA of a Pioneer Training 
Committee empowered to set up an 
extended course of instruction in 
this aU-important field of activity." 
14 people expressed a desire "to 
take this course as a preparation 
before pioneering in one of our goal 
cities. H 

Harry Gibbon, the first Eskimo in 
the Eastern Arctic in the district 
of Keewatin, has been told of the 
Advent of Baha'u'llah, of His Blessed 
Cause and a little of His World Or
der, and has responded open -heart
edly. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Gardner of 
North York, Ontario. visited the 
Baha'is of western Canada driving 
7100 miles. They felt "at home in 
every city, town or village where 
we met a Bah a 'i or talked to a friend 
about the Cause of Bah"'u'llah. This 
consciousness of 'belonging' was 
shared by all the pioneers and set~ 
tlers we talked to in the various 
communities and groups. Wherever 
a Bahll)i travels to serve the Cause 
there is the same challenge, the 
same thrill of participating, the same 
common purpose, the same humil
ity, the same Divine assistance, the 
same comradeship with God." If all 
Baha'is could take such a trip, the 
Gardners feel sure there would be 
more pioneers. 

JANUARY,1951 

SeaffoldJ.ng was in place by December 1st to allow work 011 t.he Temple dome itself. 

Contributions from Assemblies 
Month of November, 1950 

Alabama. - Birmingham. Alaska. - An
chorage. Arizona. - North Phoenix, Phoe-
nix, Tucson, Arkansas - Eureka Springs, 
Little Rock. California. - Alhambra, 
Berkeley, Beverly Hills, Burbank. Bur
lingame, EI Monte Twp., Fresno, Glen
dale, Glendale Twp., Inglewood, Long 
Beach, Los Angeles, Monrovia, Monrovia 
Twp., Oakland, Palo Alto, Pasadena, 
Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Fran
cisco, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa 
Monica, South Gate. 

Colorado -Colorado Springs, Denver, 
Connecticui - Greenwich, New Haven, 
Dlstr1c1i of Columbia - Washington. Flor
ida - Jacksonville, Miami, St. Augustine. 
Georgia. - Augusta. Hawail- HODolulu, 
MauL Idaho - Ada County, Boise. Illl
DOis - Batavia, Champaign, Chicago, 
Danville. Evanston, Maywood, Oak Park, 
Peoria, Springfield, Urbana, Wilmette, 
Winnetka. 

Indiaoa - Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, 
South Bend, Iowa - Cedar Rapids, Water
loo. Kansas - Topeka. Louisiana, New 
Orleans. Maine - Eliot, Portland. Massa.
cbuseits - Beverly. Boston, Springfield. 
Worcester. MIchigan - Ann Arbor, De· 
troit, Flint, Grand Rapids, Lansing, 
Muskegon, Roseville. 

Minnesota - Duluth, Minneapolis, St. 
Paul. Misssissippi-Jackson. Missourl
Kana;8s City, St. Louis. Montana'- Great 
Falls. Nebraska - Macy, Omaha. Ne-
vada-Reno. New Jersey-Dumont, East 
Orange, Englewood, Jersey City, Newark, 
Ridgewood, Teaneck. New York - Bing· 
hamton, Buffalo, Geneva, Hamburg, 

Jamestown, Mount Vernon. New York, 
Rochester, Syracuse Waterloo, Yon)£ers. 

North Carolina - Greensboro. North 
DakOta. - Fargo. ObJo - Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton, East Cleve
land. Lima, Toledo, Oklahoma - Okla
homa City. Oregon - Astoria. Portland. 
Pennsylvania - Philadelphia, Pittsburgh. 
Scranton, West Chester. Rhode IsJaDd.
Providence. South OaroUoa. -Greenville, 
Columbia. Soutb Dakota - Sioux Falls. 
Tennessee - Memphis, Nashville. Texas 
- Houston, San Antonio. Utah - Sah 
Lake City. VermoJlll; - Brattleboro, Vi ..... 
gini. - Alexandria. Arlington. Wash1ac· 
ton- Kirkland, Monroe, Richmond High
lands, Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma. Wesl 
Virginia - Charleston. 

Wisconsin - Kenosha, Madison, Mil
waukee, Racine, Shorewood, Somers 
Twp., Wauwatosa. WyomlDc - Laramie. 

Number of Assemblies .... , , _ , . , ., 167 
Assemblies contributing., , .. _, 147 
As¥,mblies not contributing ,...... .20 
Groups contributing .. ,., .. ,....... 54 
Individuals contributing ".,.,., _ 198 

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Baha'i Assembly of Adelaide, S. A.; 
Baha'i Sunday School Class of Fresno; 
Fresno Baha'i Children's Summer 
Class; Baha'i Assembly of Salvador: 
Baha'i Assembly of Bahia, Brazil: 
Baha'i Assembly of Cordoba, Argen
tina; Baha'is ot the State of Arkansas; 
Baha'is of Lakewood &. Jamestown, 
N.Y. 

NOT PREVIOUSLY LISTED: 
New Orleans, La., and Houston~ Texas, 
for October) 1950. 



Paths Do Open 
(E ditoria! note: The authoT oj ~h; s 

item asked that the place and char
acters remain anonymous.) 

This is a story for Bahatis, par
ticularly those like myself who have 
thought that such a thlng just isn'l 
happening. It all happened so quick· 
ty. This is the slory: 

Our village of 12,000 adjoining a 
large metropolitan city is a very 
complacent one. Homes of commu· 
lers are comfortable and Cadillac. 
and convertibles are· many. 

A few conscientious citizens 
thought thai not enough was being 
done in the se arch for pe ace so they 
hit upon the idea of forming a com
mittee of citizens in an effort to ex
plore paths to peace. All civic and 
religious groups were asked to send 
representatives to a meeting to dis
cuss what kind of action might be 
taken. The Baha'is sent theirs. Sev
eral more meetings resulted in a 
Town Hall kind of a meeting in which 
all groups could present what they 
were doing. 

The large public meeting started 
with a movie showing the last 25 
years in our history. In it were de
picted The League of Nations, Hit
ler~ Mussolini.· Haile Selassie, the 
taking of Manchuria, scenes from 
World War II, The San Francisco 
Conference of 1945 and the United 
Nations as it· nOw functions. 

The printed program contained 
statements of the participating 
groups. After the movie a neutral 
talk was given by a United Nations 
Association speaker on "Ingredients 
ot Peace." Representatives from 
the various groups sat on the stage 
to answer questions directed to them 
_from the audience during the ques
tion period. 

Our Baha'i representative had sev
eral questions directed to him and 
in this way the Faith was publicized 
in a most natural and practical way. 

Yes, we have been promised that 
paths would open for us. 

Temple Resolve Account 
up to November 30, 1950 

Total Construction Cost $860,000.00 
Amounts paid up to No· 

vember 30, 1950 
Balance to be paid 
Cash and Assets on hand 
Balance to be Raised 
Unpaid Resolves 
Additional Resolves or 

Contributions needed 

489,035.00 
370,965.00 
338,123.00 
32,842.00 
30,980.00 

1,862.00 
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The Home Front 
The Miami~ Fla. community spon

sored two unique parties in October. 
On the anniversary of the birth of 
the Bah, a hurricane had plunged 
the city into darkness. Candles and 
oil lamps furnished light and added 
to the effectiveness of the occasion. 
Prayers, incidents in the life of the 
Bah. a short quiz and an original 
poem made up the program. Deco-
rations and refreshments carried out 
a green color scheme. Limeade, 
cookies with large B'g in green icing 
and small green mints were served 
to a large group. including non
Baha'!s. 

Invitations to a newspaper party 
were sent to radio announcers, edi
tors, and reporters. Each guest 
made and modeled a nat from news
papers and a prize was given to the 
• 'prettiest" creation. other games 
and refreshments added to an eve
ning in tended to strengthen contacts 
and make new ones. 
PTovidence~ Rhode Island has an 

active commWlity of ten members. 
In a single month they sponsored a 
public meeting at a local hotel using 
Temple slides, they attended are· 
"giona1 conference, they held two as
sembly meetings, a 19 Day Feast, 
and an anniversary feast, they held 
four study classes for Baha'is, and 
four firesides with out-of-town 
speakers on the following subjects: 
"The Problem Today", HThe Civi
lizing Force". "World Order", and 
"Strive Ye Bravely". 

Speakers interested in subjects for 
talks may be interested in the titles 
of the Temp!e talks for November 
and December: "The Supreme 
Gift", "The Prophet Today", "Ac~ 

ouirine; Spiritual Balance". "H',man 
Destiny". "A Baha'i Looks to the 
Future", "The. Power of Faith", 
"The Eternal Christ", and "What Is 
My Religion". 

From Northeastern New York 
comes this plan to raise funds for 
the Shrine of the Bab. A special 
meal can be planned in connection 
with a Feast , or as a "Fellowship 
Supper". Those attending may pay 
in full, or each believer may con
tri.bute a dish. In the latter case. 
suppose that the average dish to 
pass costs 50 cents but the approxi
mate value of the complete meal is 
$1.00. It is logical that each believer 

pay 50 cents for the part he has not 
contributed. Such a special occasion 
affords a fine opportunity to invile 
nearby isolated believers and to be
come better acquainted with them. 

A cooperative children'S class was 
launched by a group of New York 
Baha'I parents living some distance 
apart. They decided to meet in a 
different home each week and to 
have one of the mother's provide 
transportaton for all. So far t classes 
have been held in Victor, Canandai
gua, Phelps and Waterloo. The 
group's ages range from 3 to 6. A 
trip to see some calves, a scrapbook 
on the gifts of God, songs, prayers, 
and simple quotations were some 01 
the projects. "FellOWShip is the 
cause of Wlity and unity is the 
source of order". 

Baha'is living in our near college 
towns frequently have been asked to 
speak to comparative religion 
classes. Among those who have ]ec
tured this semester are Horace Hol
ley, at the University of Minnesota 
and at Macalester Presbyterian Col
lege of St. Paul; Mrs. Behjat Joy 
Arnold at Morris Harvey College in 
Charleston; and Dr. Manuher Javid 
at Boston University's School of The
ology. Philip Marangella spoke to 
60 students of a social studies class 
at the University of Miami. Fifty 
pamphlets were distributed. 

Many communities have found 
that successful study classes can be 
combined with informal suppers, and 
contacts are often made through pic-

Balli'! Addresses 
National Oftice: 

536 Sheridan Road~ Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112' Linden Avenue, Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Make Checks Pa:ral>le Ie: 
Nalltmal Baha'i F1md 

BaM'1 Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, WUrnette, 
Illinois, 

Make checks for books and pampb
leis payable 10: 

Baba'! PubHsblnK Commiltee 

BaM'i News Editorial Office: 
307 South Prairie 
Champaign, lllinois 
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nics, dinners and informal suppers. 
Prescott, ATiz. Miss Nayan F. 

Hartfield is the only Baha'i in a 
town of slightly over 6,000 people 
which has 28 different denomina· 
tions. In spite of this, she manages 
to spread the message of Baha
'u'lHlh. Mimeographed cards with 
quotations from The Promised Day is 
Come are mailed almost weekly. 
One of her lectures descrihed the 
Temple as "the world's largest and 
roost gorgeous gem stone" before 
the Yavapai Gem and Mineral soci
ety. Excellent newspaper puhlicity 
was given to this. Her future plans 
include a World Religion Day public 
meeting. 

Boston, Mass. Dr. Manucher Javid 
gave a talk to about 30 young people 
of the Jewish Faith, and this !'e· 
suIted in a return visit by them to 
a Baha~i public meeting. Later, their 
Rabbi spoke on "Anti-Semitism and 
youth Fellowship" at the Center fOT 

National Youth Day. 
PTovid ence I R. 1. A mem her of 

Channing Foundation requested that 
Mr. Harlan Ober of Beverly, Mass. 
give a talk on the Faith to 15 youth 
at the Unitarian Church. When the 
listeners unexpectedly asked for litM 
erature, the RTC secretary had to go 
to a nearby believer's home for 
pamphlets. 

Waterloo, N.Y. Baha'is rented a 
United Nations film. and it was shown 
to the "Twilight Roamers" Club, 
VFW Auxiliary, War Dad's Auxil
iary. high school history classes and 
the Lions' Club. Over 150 people saw 
the film. It was publicly announced 
as being a gift from the Baha'is ()f 
that city. 

Rochester, N. Y. sponsored an ef
fective meeting in October. Mr. wnw 
liam A. Withus, member of the 
Boards of Directors of the Rochester 
and American Associations for the 
United Nations, and a non-Baha'i, 
commented on the "Inter-relation
ship of U. S. Foreign Policy and the 
UNO." Immediately following his 
talk, a March of Time·United Na
tions sound film, "Quest for Tomor
row" pointed out the need for a 
spiritual approach to the problem 
'Of peace. To complete the program, 
Mr. Alfred B. Reed of the Ironde
quoit group presented the Faith as 
the solution to the problem. He 
made use of a series of special hand
letter~d placards summing up the 
BalJa'i principles. 

JANUARY, 1951 

Here and There 
DanviUe, lU. The first public meet

ing of the winter series was held 
at the Y.W.C.A. Mrs. Marie Weaver 
chose as her theme, • 'Keepers of the 
Flame". Three non-Baha'is express
ed" interest and weekly firesides were 
arranged. Danville, also, meets regu
larly for a study group. Minneapoti.s 
Minn. community presented a color 
slide lecture this year before two 
church groups, a study club and a 
woman's study group. Horace Holley 
visited in November and was inter
viewed by two radio stations and the 
church editor of the Minneapolis
Star. Racine. Wis. Center has a cor~ 
ner prepared for traveling teachers 
with a bed davenport and a bridge 
lamp added by the community in 
the past year. 

Palo Alto, Calif. "World Thinking 
for a World People" brought over 
100 people, some from Carmel and 
San Francisco, to hear Leroy C. 
loas in November. Printed programs 
were placed on bulletin boards of 
the campus, in libraries, etc. Other 
good publicity was given by news 
items in the papers as well as by 
two-column ads headed by a Tem
ple picture. Thirty-three Baha'is' and 
friends gathered afterwards for a 
fireside and social at the home uf 
the chairman. The Salt Lake City, 
Utah community has found that when 
members take· turns in presenting 
short talks and leading discussions, 
their study classes are more inter· 
esting. The informality is pleasing 
to inquirers and the Baha'is gain 
experience in speaking. Reno, N ev. 
has planned for public meetings once 
a month dealing with one of the arts, 
as an expression of the spirit. Each 
subject will be presented by a spe· 
cialist in the field. A Baha'i speaker 
will give our view. Bu.rlingame, 
Calif. In response to an invitation 
from the First Methodist Church, 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Babo pre
sented the history and teachings of 
the Faith to a class of young married 
people studying comparative reli~ 

gians. 
Many students and professors at 

the University of Wyoming at Ltlra· 
mie are reading literature on the 
Faith through the efforts of Mrs. 
Charlotte Z. Gmen from Chelan 
Wash. 

Mr. Carl Nordquist recently spoke 
to the Theological Club, an associa
tion of clergymen at Tacoma. 

Directory Additions 
and Changes 

RecloDal T.",.,hing conunittee.: 
TEXAS 

Mrs. Patricia Sheppard. Sec·y. 
515 Fresno St. 
San Antonio, Texas 

Loca.l Spiritual. Assemblles: 
SANTA MOIDCA. CALIF. 

Mrs. Betty Beck, Sec'y. 
262\l 11 th St., Apt. 8 

RENO. NEVADA 
Mrs. Ann McDermott, Sec'y. 
418 Flint St. 

N ationa. Committees: 
EUROPEAN TEACHING COMMITl'EE 

Mrs. Julia Shows, Sec'y. 
4405 Kirk St. 
Skokie, Ill: 

Bahi'j News is published. by the 
NaUonal Spiritual Assembly 01 the 
BaIu\.'is ot the United. Sta.tes as the 
official news-letter of the :Ba.hA'i 
Community. 

It is edited by Babi'i News Edi
torial Committee: Hrs~ Eleanor 
a_hens, Mrs. Mabel Paille. Mrs. 
Doris Fincham. Editorial Offtce: 
Mrs. Eleanor Hutchens. 307 S. 
PrairieJ Champaign, 1IllDois. 

Please report chaDl'e8 of address 
and other matters pertaiDlng "Co 
distribution to ibe :BaJui.~i National 
Office, 536 SberidaD Road, WU
mette, nUnois. 
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"Epoch Making Decision Formation First 
International Baha'i Council" 

(Cablegram from tlte Guardian) 
Proclaim National Assemblies 

(0I) Easl (and) West weighty epoch· 
making decision (of) formation (of) 
first International Baha'i Council, 
forerunner (of) supreme· adminis· 
trative institution destined (10) 
emerge (in) fullness (of) time with· 
in precincts beneath shadow (of) 
World Spiritual Center (of) Faith 
already established (in) twin cities 
(0I) 'Akka (and) Haifa. Fulfillment 
(of) prophecies uttered (by) Faun· 
der (of) Faith (and) Center (of) His 
Covenant culminating (in) establish
ment (of) Jewish State, signalizing 
birth after lapse (of) two thousand 
years (of an) independent nation (in 
the) Holy Land, (the) swift unfold· 
m ent (of) historic undertaking as
sociated (with) construction (of) su
perstructure (of the) Ba b' s Sepul
chre (on) Mount Carmel, (the) pres· 
ent adequate maturity (of) nine vigH 

orously functioning national ad
ministrative institutions throughout 
Baha'i World, combine (to) induce 
me (to) arrive (at) this historic de
CISIOn marking most significant 
milestone (in) evolution (of) Admin· 
istrative Order (of the) Faith (01) 
Baha'u'llah (in) course (of) last 
thirty years. Nascent Institution 
now created (is) invested (with) 
threefold function: first. (to) forge 
link (with) authorities (of) newly 
emerged State; second~ (to) assist 
me (to) discharge responsibilities 
involved (in) erection (of) mighty 
superstructure (of the) Bab's Holy 
Shrine: third, (to) conduct negotia
tions related (to) matters (of) per· 
sonal status (with) civil authorities. 
To these will be added further func
tions (in) course (of) evolution (oi) 
this first embryonic Internatiol1aI 

Institution, marking its development 
into officially recognized Baha'i 
Court, its transformation into duly 
elected body, its efflorescence into 
Universal House (of) Justice, (and) 
its final frill tion through erection 
(of) manifold auxiliary institutions 
constituting (the) World Administra
tive Center destined (to) arise (and) 
function (and) remain permanently 
established (in) close neighborhood 
(of). Twin Holy Shrioes. Hail (with) 
thankful, joyous heart (at) long last 
(the) constitution (of) International 
Council which history will acclaim 
(as the) greatest event shedding lus
tre (upon) second epoch (of) Form
ative Age (of) Baha'i Dispensation 
potentially Wlsurpassed (by) any en
terprise undertaken since inception 
(of) Administrative Order (of) Faith 
(on) morrow (of) 'Abdu'l-Baha's As· 
cension, ranking second only (to) 
glorious immortal events associated 
(with) Ministries (of the) Three 
Central Figures (of) Faith (in) 
course (of) First Age (of) most glor
ious Dispensation (of the) five thou· 
sand century Baha'i Cycle. Advise 
publicize announcement through 
Public Relations Committee. 

Haifa~ Israel 
January 9, 1951 

(signed) SRoom 

A New Step in Building 
the Bab's Shrine 

Cablegram from the GuardiU?l 

Announce (to) National Assem
blies (of) America. Europe (and) 
Australia (the) initiation (of) pre
liminary measures (for) erection 
(of) steel framework designed (to) 
support (the) contemplated dome 
(of the) Bab's Sepulchre. Holy Edi· 

fiee whose site (the) Founder (of 
the) Faith designated while Himself 
(an) exile (io) Most Great Prison, 
whose central structure (the) Center 
(of) His Covenant erected (in the) 
course (of the) turbulent years (of) 
His Ministry. whose enveloping ar
cade was constructed despite inter
nal disturbance rocking (the) Holy 
Landt (is) now carried forward de
spite (the) mounting international 
tension through signing sixty-three 
thousand dollar contract for stone
work (of) octa gon. Request beloved 
friends, collaborators (in) historic 
undertaking, (to) join me (in) pray
ers (for) uninterrupted prosecution 
(of) work simultaneously initialed 
(in) Italy (and) Holy Land designed 
(to) attain final consummation 
(in) rearing lofty dome, crOwning 
unit (of) enterprise so intimately as
sociated (with the) Three Central 
Figures (of) Faith linking (the) He
roic (and) Formative Ages (of) 
Baha'i Dispensation. 

(signed) SROOHI 
Haifa, Israel 
J anua ry 4, 1951 
Received at National Baha'i Office, 
Wilmette, Illinois, January 4, 1951 

"Opening Door" 
Cah~egram from the Guardian 

Announce (to) friends (the) deliv
ery after more than fifty years (of) 
key (to) Qasr Mazra'ih by Israel au
thorities. Historic dwelling place (of) 
Baha'u~llah after leaving Prison City 
(of) 'Akkit now being furnished (in) 
a[]ticipation opening door (to) pil
grimage. 

Haifa, Israel 
December 16, 1950 

~SHOGm 
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'A:bdu'l-Baha refers to this his
toric dwelling place of Baha'u'llilh. 
The following excerpt is from Baha
"u'Hah and the New Era. 

"There was in 'Akka at that time 
a man called Mul].ammad Pasha 
Safwat. who was very much opposed 
to us. He had a palace called Maz
ra'ih, about four miles north of the 
city, a lovely pia ce, surrounded by 
gardens and with a stream of run
ning water. I went and called on 
this Pasha at his home. I said: 
·Pasha, you have left the palace 
empty, and are living in 'Akka.' He 
replied: ~I am an invalid and cannot 
leave the city. If I go there it is 
lonely and I am cut off from my 
friends'. I sa id: 'While you are not 
living there and the place is empty p 

let it to us.' He was amazed at the 
proposal, but soon consented. U 

(Words of 'Abdu'I-Bahil, cited by Dr. 
Esslemont) 

Sda Kinney 
Cablegram j'Tom the Guardian 
IIGrieve passing dearly loved, 

highly admired, greatly trus:~d, 
staunch indefatigable, self-sacrifIc
ing tea~her, pillar (of) Faith, Saffa 
Kinney ~ His leonine spirit, exem
plary steadfastness, notable record 
(of) services enriched annals (of) 
closing period Heroic Age (and) 
opening phase Forma ti ve Age (of) 
Baha'i Dispensation. Beautiful re
ward assured (in) Abha Kingdom 
beneath shadow (of) Master he 
loved so dearly, served so nobly, de
fended so heroically until last 
breath." 

(signed) SHOGHI 

(Cablegram dated December 16, 
1950 received by Mrs. Carrie Kinney) 

Status of Baha'is in 
Relation to Military Dnty 

(Cable from the Guardian) 
UNo change whatsoever (in) 

status (of) BaM'is (in) relation 
(to) active military duty. No 
compromise (of) spiritual prin~ 
ciples (of) Faith possible, how
ever tense (the) situation, how
ever aroused public opinion." 

(s; gnec!) Snocm 

FEBRUARY, 1951 

Summary of Guardian's Instructions on the 
Obligation of Baha'is in Connection 

With Military Service 
During World War II the Baha'i 

position on military training and 
service, and the obligation of indi
vidual Baha'is to apply for and 
maintain a noncombatant status 
when this is possible under the laws 
of their cOWltry, were outlined spe
cifically in a series of instructions 
and bulletins issued by the National 
Assembly. 

Since 1945, two items on this sub
ject have been published in Baha.'i 
News; one in the October, 1946 is
sue (pp. 9-10), and the other in the 
S~ptember, 1~8 issue (p. 6). Both 
of these articles quoted the Guard
ian's instruction contained in a let
ter to the National Assembly dated 
July 20, 1946, written in reply to a 
question as to whether the existence 
of the United Nations in its present 
form should change the attitude of. 
Baha'is toward military duties 
which might require the taking of 
human life. The Guardian's answer 
to this question is again quoted be
low: 

"As there is neither an Interna
tional Police Force nor any imme
diate prospect of one coming into 
being, the Baha'is should continue 
to apply, Wlder all circumstances, 
for exemption from any military du
ties that necessitate the taking of 
life. There is no justification for any 
change of a tti tude on Ollr part at 
the present time.' I 

These words indicate that the 
Guardian still feels that a Baha'i 
cannot voluntarily enter any form 
of combatant military duty, and 
must seek exemption from such 
service if this is possible under the 
laws of his country. 

The instruction given in the July 
20, 1946 letter was confirmed re
cently in a cable received from the 
Guardian by the National Assembly 
on January 17, 195!. 

The Guardian, in these and ear
lier communications, has made it 
clear that it is obligatory, and not 
an optional matter, for all Baha'is 
to apply for and maintain a non
combatant status if this is possible 
under the 1a w. When such a law 

exists, as is the case in the United 
States, Saha'is cannot voluntarily 
enlist in any branch of the armed 
forces where they would be subject 
to orders to engage in the taking of 
human life. It is only through the 
Selective S e r vic e machinery of 
classification and induction that a 
noncombatant status can 'be secured 
and maintained. 

The N.S.A. statement in the Sep-
tember, 1948 issue of Baha~i Ne:ws 
called attention to passage of the 
Selective Service Act of 1948, and 
to the fact that Section 6 (j) of this 
Act provides an exemption from 
combatant service and training for 
those citizens who are opposed to 
such service by reason of religious 
training or belief. This provision is 
similar to the one in Section 5 (g) 
of the Selective Service Act of 194O, 
which was the legal basis for ap
plication for exemption from com
ba tant duty during the last war by 
BaM'is subject to the draft. 

It is the firm spiritual obligation 
of Baha'is who must fill out a Selec- . 
tive Service Questionnaire to indi
cate on this form (Series XIV) in 
the space provided that they are op
posed to combatant military service 
and to claim the exemption provided 
under the Selective Service Act on 
the grounds of religious training and 
belief. They should also request a 
copy of the special form (SS Form 
No. 15() provided for those claim· 
ing such exemption, and then fill 
this out in accordance with instruc-
tions contained in a special bulletin 
HBaha'is and the Selective Draft," 
which may be obtained from the 
National Assembly or from Local 
Assembly Secreta ries. 

To Help the Guardian 
On January 15th, Jessie.. and Ethel 

Revell of Philadelphia were to sail 
for Haifa after having received in~ 
formation from the NSA that the 
Guardian desired their services. 
They received a cable, "Welcome 
your presence Haifa-8hoghi," and 
asked the prayers of the friends that 
they may render efficient and self
less service. 
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··Wings to Man's Life" 
Baha'i Schools Reopen in 1951 

The American Baha'i Community 
is. informed tha t the four Summer 
Schools will again conduct sessions 
this coming summer. We can all be 
profoundly grateful that, having col
lectively met our obligation to the 
Temple Construction Fund, the 
Guardian permits the reopening of 
our Baha'i Schools. 

"Knowledge is as wings to man's 
life, and a ladder for his ascent. Its 
acquisition is incumbent upon every 
one. . . . We ha ve decreed, 0 people, 
that the highest and last end of all 
learning be the recognition of Him 
Who is the Object of all knowledge 
... ", Baha'u'llah has declared. 

That the Baha'is of the United 
States possess four different insti
tutions of spiritual education is one 
of the providential blessings bestow
ed upon us as a result of the teach
ing work and the sacrifices of the 
believers o·\ter a long period of 
years. 

Now is the time ior us to em~ 

ploy these resources to the fullest 
possible extent, in order to develop 
new and greater capacity for serv
ice to the F ai th on the threshold 
of its supreme public opporttmities. 

What are the purposes of these 
Schools? First, to provide each in
dividual believer with opportunity 
for study and consultation of vital 
aspects of the Revelation. Our edu
cation as Baha'is is continuous and 
progressive. None can cease his pur~ 
suit of spiritual knowledge in this 
Day" Second, to offer training in 
teaching the Faith to others: wheth
er in contact with one's personal ac
quaintances, in small fireside groups, 
or in proclaiming the Revela tion 
from the public pia tlorm. Third, to 
make possible a wider fellowship 
among the friends under the favor
able conditions which each Summer 
School creates. These are the three
fold aims, and underlie all planning 
for courses. conferences. research, 
teacher training, writing, public 
speaking or other program features. 

~ The National Spiritual Assembly 
has appointed the various School 
Committees for 1951. The purpose of 
this announcement is not only to in-

form the believers but to arouse 
them to plan attendance at one of 
the four Schools this coming sea
son. Let us throng these beautiful 
and eminently useful institutions 
with ardent seekers after Baha ti 
knowledge and training, with friend
ly and cordial companions, so that 
the forces of the world can be sub
dued in every heart, and the fire of 
the Kingdom be ignited in this hour 
of test, of trial, of suffering, and of 
glorious spiritual opportunity. 

Let us go forth to the Schools from 
our local communities and groups 
to find new inspiration and new vi
sion, so that on our return we may 
rise above all that is merely local 
and personal, and act henceforth as 
witnesses and servants of His ma
jestic Faith. 

When the four School Committees 
have rep'orted their courses. the Na
tional AssemblY plans to publish one 
complete Baha'i School program for 
the 1951 season, thus giving each be
liever an opportunity to know in ad
vance what all four Schools offer. 

"The source of all learning is the 
knowledge of God, exa1ted be His 
glory, and this cannot be attained 
save through the knowledge of His 
divine Manifestation." 

-·NA.TIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

The Guardian Siaies Purpose 
of BaIui'i Schools 

From the Guardian's letters al
ready published in Bahci'i News, the 
National Assembly selects the fol
lowing two passages for their spe
cial interest to the friends at this 
time. 

"The basic purpose of all Baha'i 
Summer Schools. whether in East 
or West, is to give the believers 
the opportunity to acquaint them
selves, not only by mere study hut 
through whole-hearted and active col
laboration in various Baha'i activi~ 

ties, with the essentials of the Ad
ministration and in this way enable 
them to become efficient and able 
promoters of the Cause. The teach
ing of the Administration is, there
fore, an indispensable feature of 
every Baha'i Summer School and its 
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special signlficance can be better 
understood jf we realize the great 
need of every believer today for a 
more adequate understanding of the 
social principles and laws of the 
Faith." 

I, How wonderful it would be if all 
the friends could arrange to spend 
at least a few days in- one of these 
summer schools and take an active 
part in their development. These 
centers could attract many souls if 
properly arranged and made inter
esting; those non-Baha'is who visit 
them will then have some time to 
get into the spirit of the place and 
make a study of the Cause ... We 
constantly receive letters from peo
ple who became Baha'is by visiting 
one of these centers and obtaining 
the Message there." 

Lonhelen School Program 
In response to a request from the 

NSA the Louhe1en School Program 
Committee has been reactivated. 
Preliminary sessions of the commit
tee have been held Nov. 19 and Dec. 
3 at the home of the Bagleys at 
F~lint. Mich. It is hoped and antici
pated that this coming year will see 
the reopening of the Louhelen School 
after a lapse of two years, due to 
the necessities of the austerity pe
riod. The committee plans to have a 
comp1ete program arranged for ap
proval of the NSA by Mar. 15, 1951; 
detaHs of the time, schedule, and 
subject matter of the program will 
be announced later on. It should be 
of interest to us all that the NSA 
has asked that the school "try to 
produce trained workers, qualified 
tn deal with the affairs of a world 
community. •• Every effort will be 
made to develop a program aimed 
at accomplishing this objective. 

Calendar 
February 7, Feast of Mulk 

(Dominion) 
~'ebruary 12, 13 Youth Conferences, 

Theme, "A Practical Religion 
At WorkH 

February 18. Brotherhood Week 
February 2G-March 1, Ayyam-i-Ha 

(Intercalary Days) 
March 2, Feast of 'AHa' (Loftiness) 
March 2-20, Fast 
NSA meetings: February 22. 23, 24, 

25 
March 30, 31. April 1 
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This progress view dated Decern her 29, 1950, illustrates the finished waUs of a bay 
alcove, and the ornamentatiou of column arcbes. 

Baha'i Feature 
In Life Magazine 

The issue of Life Magazine for 
December 11, 1950 carried the pic
ture of the Master. words of Baha
'l1'llah and illustrations of the Temple 
to a reading public estimated at 
60,000,000 persons. Members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly have 
seen its favorable results in a num
ber of instances. 

In addition to this enornlOUS group, 
the article had spec~al influence up-

on editors, columnists, l"adio pro
gram directors and many others con
cerned directly or indirectly with 
public relations. Publication of the 
feature story in Life Magazine means 
to these professional people that the 
Baha'i Faith in America has become 
a public, newsworthy institution. The 
spot light of intensive public atten
tion has turned in our direction. This 
one brilliant flash will in future be· 
come a steady and continuous focal 
light. 

-NATION At SPIRITUAL ASSENlBL Y 

Temple Visitors 
The Baha'i House of Worship con

tinues to be the greatest point in the 
attracting of souls from aU parts of 
the world. As in previous years, the 
report never varies in the respect 
that visitors are listed from practi
cally every country of the world and 
every state of the United States. 
They come by ones, twos, threes, 
et c., and by bus loads. 

From the date of October 16th, 
195~ to December 31st, 1950, there 
have been a total of over 25,000 visi
tors. 

We note with interest the various 
types of groups-how more churches 
of various denominations ate mak
ing group tours - how schools and 
colleges repeatedly bring bus loads 
of their students to the Tern pIe. We 
now have a recorded narration to 
accompany Temple slides especially 
for groups of children, which wa s 
written and recorded by Lowen 
Johnson. 

Through the Chicago Association 
of Commerce and Industry our com
mittee is supplied with a semi-yearly 
list of all Trade Shows and Conven
tions scheduled for Chicago. To eacl 
group on this Jist we extend a cor
dial invitation to visit the Temple 
during their coming visit to Chicago 
and we are already seeing results 
from this, Even though the group 
does not visit the Temple, thest in
vitations go to all parts of the 
United States accompanied with a 
Temple pamphlet. The Touring Bu
reau of the Chicago Motor Club re
cently wrote in for information re-
g arding our tours - so again the 
Temple teaches. 

-TEMPLE PROGRAM CoMMITTEE 

Enrolhnents 
E:nroUments reported. by 
Local ~1)b'ltua.1 Assemblies: 

CALIF., Los Angeles 1, San Francisco 
2, Santa Monica 1; COLO., Colo. Spgs. 
1: ILL .• Chicago 1; ORE., Portland I; 
WASH .. Spokane 1; -WIS., Wauwatos~ 
1; YOUTH 2 

Enrollments reported by 
Regional Teaching COntDlittees: 

NORTHEASTERN STATES 
Penna. 1 

SOUTHERN STATES 
WEST. DIV. 
Ark .. Okla. 1 

WESTERN STATES 
Colo., Wyo. 1 
So. Calif. 1 

TOTALS: Adults 13: Youth 2 



If You Are in the Temple 
Region 

The subjects for the public meet
ings Sunday afternoons at 3:30 are 
as follows: 

February 4 "God's Eternal Cove
nant with Man"-Mrs, Mabel East
man, of Park Ridge 

February'U "Why I Am a Baha'i" 
-Dr. Husbang Javid of Iran 

February 18 Observance of Broth
erhood Week. 

"The Fatherhood of God and 
Brotherhood of Man"-J'udge Wen
den Green, Chicago Municipal Court 

. 'World Religion, Source of Broth
erhood/' Leroy loas, NSA 

February %5 "Twentieth Century 
Religionu 

- Miss Barbara West. 
Batavia 

There is also a children's hour at 
the Temple between 3: 30 and 4: 30 
Sunday afternoons. 
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Are You Moving 
Into a Different Teaching Area? 

It has come to the attention of 
the National Spiritual Assembly that 
the Area National Teaching Commit
tees can use the services of those 
believers and Baha ti families who, 
because' of current industrial condi
tions, may be changing their jobs 
and therefore going to a differen t 
part of the country. 

This notice is a request to such 
believers that they comm unica te 
with the A.N.T.C. of the area in 
which they are going to live. This 
will give the A.N.T.C. an opportun
ity to learn whether the believer 
can settle in some city to help main
tain Assembly status or in some 
city where an Assembly is to be 
achieved. 

-NA'l'IONAL SPlRITUAL AsSE!'I.fBLY 

The Guardian On National Conventions, 
Consultation and Baha'i Elections 

1. It is expressly recorded in 'AI>
du'l-Hahit's Writings that these Na
tional Assemblies must be indirectly 
elected by the friends; that is, the 
friends in every country must elect 
a certain number of delegates, who 
in turn will elect from among all 
the friends in that country the mem
bers of the National Spiritual As
sembly. (Baha'i Administration, p. 
34) 

2. Hitherto the National Conven
tion has been primarily called to
gether for the consideration of the 
various circumstances attending the 
election of the National Spiritual As
sembly. I feel, however, tha t in view 
of the expansion and the growing 
importance of the administrative 
sphere of the Cause. the general sen
timents and tendencies prevailing 
among the friends, and the signs of 
increasing inter-dependence among 
the National Spiritual Assemblies 
throughout the world. the assembled, 
accredited representatives of the 
American believers should exercise 
not only the vital and responsible 
right 01 electing the National As
sembly, but should also fulfill the 
functions of an enlightened consulta
tive and cooperative body that will 
enrich the experience. enhance the 
prestige, support the authority, and 
assist the deliberations of the Na-

tional Spiritual Assembly. It is my 
fjrm conviction that it is the baullde-n 
duty, in the interest of the Cause 
we all love and serve, of the mem
bers of the incoming National As
sembly, once elected by the dele
gates at Convention time, to seek 
and have the utmost regard, individ
ually as well as collectively, for the 
advice, the considered opinion, and 
the true sentiments of the assembled 
delegates. Banishing every vestige 
of secrecy, of undue reticence, of 
dictatorial aloofness, from the-ir 
midst, they should radianUy unfold 
to the eyes of the delegates, by whom 
they are elected, their plans, their· 
hopes, and their cares. They should 
familiarize the delegates with the 
various matters that will have to 
be considered in the current year, 
and calmly and conscientiously study 
and weigh the opinions and judg~ 
ments of the delegates. The newly 
elected National Assembly, during 
the few days when the Convention is 
in session anrl after the disnersal of 
the delegates. should seek ways and 
means to cultivate understanding, fa
cilitate and maintain the exchange of 
views, deepen confidence, and vindi
cate by every tangible evidence their 
one desire to serve and advance the 
common weal. Not infrequently. nay 
oftentimes, the most lowly, untutored 
and inexperienced among the friends 

will, by the sheer inspiring force of 
selfless and ardent devotion, contrib
ute a distinct and memorable share 
to a highly in valved discussion in 
any given Assembly. Great must be 
the regard paid by those whom the 
delegates call upon to serve in high 
position to this all-important though 
inconspicuous maniIestation of the 
revealing power of sincere and ear
nest devotion. 

The National Spiritual Assembl)" 
however, in view of the unavoidable 
limitations imposed upon the con
vening of frequent and long-standing 
sessions of the Convention, will have 
to retain in its hands the final de
cision on all matters that affect the 
interests of the Cause in America, 
such as the right to decide whether 
any local Assembly is functioning in 
accordance with the principles laid 
down for the conduct and advance
ment of the Cause. It is my earnest 
prayer that they will utilize their 
highly responsibl€ position, not only 
for the wise and effici~nt conduct 01 
the affairs of the Cause, but also 
for the extension and deepening of 
the spirit of cordiality and whol~
hearted and mutual support in their 
cooperation with the body of their 
co-workers throughout the land. The 
seating of delegates to the Conven
tion, i.e., the right to decide upon the 
validity of the credentials of the dele
gates at a given Convention, is 
vested in the outgoing National As
sem bly, and the right to decide who 
has the voting privilege is also ul
timately placed in the hands of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, either 
when a local Spiritual Assembly is 
for the first time being formed in a 
given locality, or ~hen differences 
arise between a new applicant and 
an already established local Asse .• n
bly. While the Convention is in ses
sion and the accredited delegates 
have already elected from among the 
believers throughout the cOlUltry the 
members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly for the current year, it is 
of infinite value and a supreme ne
cessity that as far as possible all 
matters requiring immediate deci
sion should be fully and publicly con
sidered, and an endeavor be made 
to obtain after mature deliberation 
unanimity in vital decisions. Indeed. 
it has ever been the cherished desire 
of our Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha, that the 
friends in their counci1s. local as wen 
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as national, shou1d by their candor, 
their honesty of purpose, their sin
gleness of mind, and the thorough
ness of their discussions, achieve 
unanimity in all things. Should this 
in certain cases prove impracticable 
the verdict of the majority must pre
vail, to which decision the minority 
must, under all circumstances, glad
ly, spontaneously and continually, 
submit. 

Nothing short of the all-encom
passing, all-pervading power of His 
guidance and love can enable this 
newly-enfolded order to gather 
strength and flourish a mid the storm 
and stress of a turbulent age, and 
in the fullness of time vindiea te its 
high claim to be universally recog
nized as the one haven of a biding 
felicity and peace. (Baha'i Adminis
tTation, p. 69) 

3. It would be impossible at this 
stage to ignore the indispensability 
or to over-estimate the unique sig
nificance of the institution of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly-the pivot 
round which revolve the activities 
of the believers throughout the 
American continent. Supreme is 
their position, grave their responsi
bility, manifold and arduous their 
duties. How great the privilege, how 
delicate the task of the assembled 
delegates whose function it is to elect 
such national representatives as 
would by their record of service en
noble and enrich the annals of the 
Cause! If we but tum our gaze to 
the high qualifications of the mem
bers of Baha'i Assemblies, as enum
erated in 'Abdu'l-Baha~s Tablets, we 
are filled with feelings of unworthi
ness and dismay, and would feel 
truly disheartened but for the com
lorting thought that if we rise to play 
nobly our part every deficiency in 
our lives will be more than com pen
sated by the all-conquering spirit of 
His grace and power. Hence it is 
incumbent upon the chosen delegates 
t.o consider without the least trace 
of passion and prejudice, and irre~ 
spective of any material considera
tion, the names of only those who 
can best combine the necessary 
qualities of unquestioned loyalty, of 
seilless devotion, of a well-trained 
mind, of recognized ability and ma
ture experience. (Bahfi"'f Administra
tion, p. 78) 

4. In connection with the annual 
holding of the Baha'i Convention and 
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Congress, r feel that although such 
a representative body need not be 
convened necessarily every year. yet 
it is highly desirable, in view of the 
unique functions it fulfills in promot
ing harmony and good-will, in re
mov.ing misunderstandings and in 
enhancing the prestige of the Cause, 
that the National Spiritual Assembly 
shOUld exert itself to gather together 
annually the elected representativC"s 
of the American believers. It would 
in some ways be obviously con
venient and eminently desirable, 
though not absolutely essential, if the 
National Spiritual Assembly could 
arrange that the holding of such a 
Congress should synchronize with 
the time at which the national elec
tions are renewed, and that both 
events should take place, if not on 
the first of Ric;ivan, at least during 
the twelve joyous days of what may 
be justly regarded as the foremost 
Bah .. 'i Festival. Apart from the lo
cal elections which universally can 
be renewed on the 21st day of April, 
it is entirely left to the discretion 
of the National Spiritual Assembly 
to decide, after having given due 
consideration to the above mention
ed observations, on whatever time 
and place the Baha'i Convention as 
well as the annual elections are 10 
be held. Were the National Spiritual 
Assembly to decide, after matur~ 
deliberation, to omit the holding of 
the Baha'i Convention and Congress 
in a given year, then they could, 
only in such a case. devise ways,and 
means to insure that the annual elec
tion of the National Spiritual As~ 
embly should be held by mail, pro
vided it can be conducted with suf
ficient thoroughness. efficiency and 
dispatch. It should. however, be 
made clear to every elected dele-
gate--who should be continually re
minded-that it is a sacred responsi
bility and admittedly preferable to 
attend if possible in person the ses~ 
sions of the Convention, to take an 
active part in all its proceedings, and 
t02 acquaint his fellow-workers on his 
return with the accomplishments, the 
decisions and the aspirations of the 
assembled representatives of the 
American believers. It would also 
appear to me unobjectionable to en· 
able and even to require in the last 
resort such delegates as cannot pos· 
sibly undertake the journey to the 
seat of the Baha'i Convention to send 
their votes, for the election of the 

National Spiritual Assembly only, by 
mail to the National Secretary, as in 
my view the advantages of such a 
procedure outweigh the considera
tions referred to in your letter. (Ba
ha'i Administra.tion, p. 81) 

In connection with the best and 
most practical methods of proce
dure to be adopted for the election 
of Baha'i Spiritual Assemblies, I feel 
that in view of the fact that definite 
and detailed regulations defining the 
manner and character of Baha'i 
elections have neither been express
ly revealed by BaM 'u'llah nor laid 
down in the Will and Testament of 
'Abdu'I·Baha, it devolves upon the 
members of the Universal House of 
J ustiee to formulate and apply such 
system of laws as would be in con
formity with the essentials and req
uisites expressly recorded by the 
Author and Interpreter of the Faith 
for the conduct of Baha'l adminis
tration. I have consequently re
frained from establishing a settled 
and uniform procedure for the elec
tion of the Assemblies of the East 
and the West. leaving them free to 
pursue their own methods of pro
cedu.re. which in most cases have 
been instituted and practiced during 
the last two decades of the life of 
'Abdu'I-Bahil. 

The general practice prevailing 
throughout the East is the one based 
upon the principle of plurality rather 
t..lJan absolute majority, whereby 
those candidates that have obtained 
the highest number of votes, irre
spective of the fact whether they 
command an absolute majority of 
the votes cast or not, are automatic
ally and definitely elected. It has 
been felt, with no little justification, 
that this method, admittedly disad
vantageous in its disregard of the 
principle that requires that each 
elected member must secure a ma
jority of the votes cast, does away 
on the other hand with the more 
serious disadvantage of restricting 
the freedom of the elector who, un
hampered and unconstrained by 
electoral necessities, is called upon 
to vote for none but those whom 
prayer and reflection have inspired 
him to uphold. Moreover, the prac
tice of nomination, so detrimental 
to the atmosphere of a silent and 
prayerful election? is viewed with 
mistrust inasmuch as it gives the 
right to the majority of a body that, 



in itself under the present circum
stances, often constitutes a minor
ity of all the elected delegates, to 
deny that God-given right of every 
elector to vote only in favor of those 
who he is conscientiously convinced 
are the most worthy candidates. 
Should this simple system be pro
visionally adopted, it would safe
guard the spiritual principle of the 
unfettered freedom of the voter, who 
will thus preserve intact the sanctity 
of the choice he first made. It 
would avoid the :inconvenience of se
curing advance nomination from ab
sent delegates and the impractical
ity of associating them with the as
sembled electors in the subsequent 
ballots that are often requlred to 
meet the exigencies of majority 
vote. (Baha'i AdmtnistTation~ p. 
125). 

(To be concluded in MaTch) 

Institutes 
The Council Bluffs, Iowa, friends 

have met weekly to study The Com
pilation on the Covenant and Admin-
istTation. Other communities also 
announce that they have held In
stitutes. East Cleveland friends fel! 
that their sessions were more stim
ulating because they invited out-of
town speakers. 

West Chester, Pennsylvania, held 
an Institute December 16th and 17th. 
A visitiog Baha'i who had attended 
the Institute io Buffalo volunteered 
to prepare all of the meals during 
the two days of the Institute. A 
charge of 75c per meal per person 
was made, and the profit ot $17.50 
was sent to the Victory Fund. Eigh
teen were present for all or por· 
tions of the Institute. 

European Teaching 
Committee News 

The number of our decla red be
lievers under the 2nd Seven Year 
Plan in our 10 goal countries is up, 
to date 327. (Jan. 1, 1951) 

Plan and preparations for the 4th 
European Teaching Conference and 
subsequent Summer School, which 
are _to take place in Rome from Au
gust 31 to Sept. 10, are io progress. 
On her flight to Haifa, Milly Collins 
stopped over shortly in Rome and 
received a most warm and joyful 
reception from the Italian believers, 
seven of whom had come all the way 
from Florence to greet her, We are 
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Two Year Plan of Preparation 
National Projects Committee 

I. Winter Series of 1951 
A_ Institute on Covenant and Administration. 

1. Push tmtil National Convention in April. 
2. Plans to determine assimilation of present Institute. 

B. Public Meetings geared to Baha'i and non-Baha'i events: 
1. January ................................... World Rruigion Day 
2. February ......................... '.' ........ Brotherhood Week 
3. Ma.rch ................................................ Naw.Ruz 

C_ Follow-up meetings and Firesides on all three public meetings. 
D. Techniques for preparation for enrollment and deepening classes. 
E. Handboo~ detailing immediate program, techniques. and sources 

of rna tenals. . 
II. Summer Series of 1951 

A_ Institute to orient believers to the time in which we live in relation 
to the Cause. 
1. The Pro-mised Day Is Come to be the main text. 
2. Determine assimilation of Institute. 

B. Continue offering techniques for enrollment and deepening. 
C. Summer ichools_ 

III. F all Series of 1951 
A. Institute to bring the believers to the realization of what it means 

to "live the life". 
1. Tile Advent of Divine Justice to be the centra I text. 
2 __ Determine assimilation of Institute. 

B. Public Meetings geared to Baha'i and non-Baha'i events_ 
1. September 24-0ctober I-Religious Education Week. 
2. October 22·28-United Nations Week. 
3. November ll-~Birthday of BahO.'u'lllih. 
4. December 17-International Golden Rule Week. 

C. Follow-up meetings and Firesides on all these meetings_ 
D. Continue having techniques for enrollment and deepening. 
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happy to annOW1ce that both Flor
ence and Naples have exceeded the 
required number of believers neces
sary to form an Assembly so that 
we are joyfully anticipating their 
Spiritual Assemblies after April 21. 
We are grateful to Mason Remey's 
devoted teaching assistance in that 
country. 

graduate work at the University of 
Michigan. 

Rafi Mottahedeh gave effective 
teachiog help during his visit io Por
tugal. He talked to the believers in 
Lisbon and also in Oporto, where he 
helped with the extension work. 

Our popular and deserving pio· 
neer, Elinor Gregory, has returned 
to the United States after 3 years of 
faithful service in the European 
Teaching field. Her farewell party 
in Oslo was a (tended by 3() friends 
and believers, all regretting her de
parture but wishing her happines.s 
for her forthcoming marriage, which 
took place in New York on Decem
ber 23. Her husband, Robert Wollf, 
is a young Dutch believer doiog post-

Don Corbin is ready to return to 
Sweden and will soon be on his way_ ; 
Rita Van Sombeek, who is doing ex
c~l1ent teaching work in Stockhol-m. 
WIll soon be visiting and assisting 
in Nonvay. Frieda van Houton jS 
spending several weeks teaching h.. 
Lisbon as exchange teacher

1 
while 

Lucinda is assisting in Madrid. 
Book·sales Committees have been 

appointed in all our goal countries 
to expedite the dissemina tion of 
Baha'i books in - Europe; and our 
Translation and Publication Commit
tees have been enjoined to acceler
ate the translation of our essential 
Baha'i books, the minimum list of 
which was unanimously decided 
upon a t the Copenha gen Conference 
in order to build up throughout Eu: 
rope a firm foundation of basic 
Baha'i literature. 

-EUROPEA...""'l TEACHING COMMl'I'TEl!: 

Reporter: ETrY GRAEFFE 
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Shrine of the Bah Fund 
as of December 31, 1950 

Cash on hand April 30, 1950 ............ , .... , ... ,', ......... ", ... $ 2,478.00 
Receipts-May I, 1950 to Dec. 31, 1950-

Contributions ..... , .. , ..... , .. ,$42,920.22 
International Fund ..... ,,', .. , ... , 2,400.00 
Total Cash Received , ........ " .. ,', ' ...... , . ' , , .. 45,320.22 

Grand Total Cash ..... , ... , .. ' .... , .. ' " .. " ....... , ... , ....... $47,798.22 
Payments 

As directed by Shoghi Effendi: 
Arcade construction ...... " .... ,. ,$16,900.00 
Octagon and Steel Frame 

Work for Dome ....... " ... ". 30,000.00 
Total Expenditures ........... , ... ,." ........ " .. " .. ," .$46,900.00 

Cash on hand December 31, 1950 ., .. , .. , , .. ' , .. , , , .. , .. , , .. , 898.22 

The sales committee has these Prin.is 
avaUable now of Ute completed arcade, 
Shrine of the Bib. Mi. Cannel. BaUa.. 

Israel. 

Memorial Gifts for the 
Month of December, 1950 

A. Mrs. Sallie Alexander, Dio Atkins. 
B. A. G. Bechtold, Betty Beecher, Con~ 

!".ad Braun, Elizabeth Braun. 
C. Mrs. Byne Cavenee. Mothers 01 

Mr. & Mrs. H. A. Chamberlin, Mrs. 
Gertrude Chavis, Amelie Conrow. 

D. Mrs. Charles Delany. Mrs, Dtmlap. 
E. Margaret M. Eaton, Mrs. Cora Ei· 

lis. 
F. Mr. & Mrs. Henry J. Falkey, Dayna 

Farrand. Thomas W. "Fleming, Lou Mur
ray Friedberg, 

G. Iva Gleason, Harry Parker Guild. 
H. Charles Hargis, Henry Hargis, Mr. 

&; Mrs. J. M. Hutchinson. 
K. Josephine Eaton Kane, .fohn Archie 

Kappes, Sophia Kappes. 
L. Albert J. P. Lane, George H. Lane, 

Dr. Henry N. Lawrence, Parents & 
Brothers of Charlotte Lindenberg, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Lucus, Departed Family of 
Mrs. Mina Lundquist. Loro! Luther. 

M. Mrs. Frankalena A. Magley~ Mrs. 
John W. Magley, Louis Magley, Mrs. 
Hannah Matthisen. Miss Clara Belle 
Meggett. Mrs. Bessie G. Mil1er, Patricia 
Montgomery, Laura Moth, Morris J. 
Moth. 

Me. Mrs. Pearl Ona McFarland. 
N. Edward & Elma Neall, Jennetta K. 

Neitman, Arnold T. Nolan. 
O. John Ralph Owens. 
P. Martha Allen Patterson, Robill 

Holmes Patterson, James Fulton Percy, 
Ferdinand & Jennie Peterson, Charles 
A. Post. 

R. William Reid Raphael, Alice Up· 
ion Rearmam, Sumner B. Rearmain. 

S. Robert Schroeder, Mrs. Sylvia Send· 
enburgh, Mrs. Dora Smith, Mr. & Mrs. 
Jona::. Smith, Roman Stern. 

T. Joseph W. Trescer. 
W. Ferdinand & Bal'bara Wagner, 

Evelyn Watson, Hallie Watson, Mrs. Cor. 
delia Ann Whicker, Mary Livingston Wil. 
lard, Mrs. Minnie De-bor ah Williams, 
Miss Sara WilliR. 

Z. Mrs, Eva Zahl. 

Temple Resolve Account 
up to December 31, 1950 

Total Construction Cost . $860,000.00 
Amount paid to 

December 31, 1950 
BalancE' to be pai d 
Cash and Assets 

on Hand, ..... 
Balance to be raised .... 

Unpaid Resolve.s 

Additional Resolves or 
Contributions needed 

.21,052.00 
238,948.00 

216,706.00 
22,242.00 
20,310.00 

1,932.00 



Contributions from Assemblies 
for the Month of December, 

1950 
Alaska - Anchorage. Arizona - North 

Phoenix, Tucson. Arka.nsa.s - EUreka 
Springs, Little - Rock. Ca.lifonda - Al
hambra, Berkeley, Beverly Hills, Bur
bank, Burlingame, Geyserville, El Monte 
Twp .• Escondido Twp., Fresno, Glendale, 
Glendale Twp., Inglewood, Long Beach, 
Los Angeles, Monrovia, Oakland, Ocean
side, Palo Alto, Pasadena, Sacramento, 
San Bernardino, San Diego, San Fran
cisco, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa 
Monica, South Gate. 

Colorado - Colorado Springs, Denver. 
Connecticut-Greenwich, Hartford, New 
Haven. Delaware - Wilmington. District 
of Colllmbia - Washington. Florida -
Jacksonville. Miami. st. Augustine. 
Georgia - Atlanta, Augusta. Hawaii -
Honolulu, MauL Ida.ho - Ada County, 
Boise. nUnols - Batavia, Champaign. 
Chicago. Danville, Evanston, Maywood. 
Oak Park, Peoria, Springfield, Urbana, 
Waukegan. Wilmette, Winnetka. 

lDdiana - Indianapolis. Fort Waym:, 
South Bend. 10'Wa - Cedar Rapids, Wa
terloo. Ka.nsas - Topeka. _Louisiana. .
New Orleans. Massa.chusetts - Beverly, 
Boston. Brookline, Springfield, Worces
ter. Michigan - Ann Arbor, Detroit, 
Flint, Grand Rapids, Lansing, MuskC'· 
gon. 

:Mlnnesola - Duluth, Minneapolis, St. 
Paul. Mississippi - Jackson. M:1ss.ouri
Independence, Kansas City, st. Louis. 
MonCana - Gre at Fails. Nebraska -
Macy. Nevada. - Reno. New Ha.mpshlre 
- Portsmouth. New Jersey - Dumont, 
East Orange, Englewood, Jersey City, 
Newark, Ridgewood, Teaneck. New 
Mexico - Albuquerque. New York -
Binghamton, Buffalo, Geneva, Hamburg-, 
Jamestown, New York, Syracuse, Water· 
100. Yonkers. 

NoMh Carolina - Greensboro. North 
Dakota - Fargo. Ohio - Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Columbus. Dayton, E;)st 
Cleveland, Lima, Toledo. Ok]ahoma -
OklahOlna City. Oregon - .portland. 
PenDSylvania- Philadelphia, Pit~sburgh, 
Scranton, West Chester. Rhode Island-· 
Providence. South CaroUna - Green· 
ville. South Dakota - Sioux Falls. Ten
nessee - Memphis, Nashville. Texas -
Houston, San Antonio. Utah - Sa.lt Lake 
City. Vermont - Brattleboro. Virg1nia 

- Alexandria, Arlington. WasIrlngtoll -
Kirkland, Monroe, Richmond Highlands, 
Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma. WiscOl1slu
Kenosha, Madison, Milwaukee, RaCine, 
Shorewood. Somers Twp., Wauwatos~. 

Wyon'ling-Laramie. 

Number of Assemblies 167 
Assemblies contributing' 149 
Assemblies not contributing 18 
Groups contributing 56 
Individuals contributing ~15 
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The Challenge Before Us 
January 6, 1951 

Dearly Beloved Friends: 
The Faith of Baha t u'lla..'1 is ever 

victorious. It shows its greatest 
strength in times of direst trial. The 
American Baha'is today are the in
struments through which the Faith 
of God can again demonstrate its 
invulnerability and gain complete 
victory in this period of great finan
dal stress. 

The December Baha~i News car
ried an insert dramatically depict
ing the "Deepening Stain on our 
Spotless Record." It revealed the 
sad fact that the Victory Fund Budg
et, up to November 30th, 1950, had 
a deficit of $39,372, 

The January Baha'i News carried 
an article indicating the continuing 
~riousness of this fund-and the 
necessity for the National Assembly 
to transfer cash temporarily from 
other funds to meet Victory Fund 
requirements. This, of course, can
not continue. We must either meet 
our Victory Ftu1d budget or curtail 
some of our Baha'i work, such as 
Inter-America or European Teach
ing work. If this were done. the 
"stain on our record u instead of 
being removed, might even deepen 
to the extent of causing defeat of es
sential elements of the Second Seven 
Year Plan. 

Funds received during December 
for the Victory Fund totaled $20,612, 
just meeting the Victory Fund Budg
et, but not giving any funds for 
tr.:e deficit. The status of the Victory 
Fund as of December 31, 1950, is 
as follows: 
Victory lUnd Budget for Baha'i 

year 107 ............ $ 24G,OOO 
Requirements, first 8 months 

of budget .................... 160,000 
Contributions during first eight 

months ....................... 121,240 
Current Budget Deficit (to- Dec. 

31, 1950) ....... 38,160 
Requirements for Budget for re-

mai.TJing 4 months 80,000 
Deficit, plus remaining Budget 

needs, for all purposes, except 
Temple construction .... 118,760 
The Beloved Guardian in his mes-

Special Contributions: 
Baha'i Children's Class of Dearborn, 

Michigan: Baha'i Assembly of Oslo, Nor
way; 

Not Previously Listed: 
Atlanta, Ga. (Nov.), Waterloo. N.Y. 

iNov.), Albuquerque, N.M. (Oct. & Nov.) 

sage to the 1950 Convention specifi
cally urged the believers to "Liqui
date the deficit in the General Fund, 
marring the otherwise spotless rec
ord of collective achievement. n 

Surely, the American Baha'is will 
arise at this critical hour to clear 
our record, and gain complete vic
tory. 

It is not impossible. 

2,000 Baha'is, each giving $9.00, 
over and above their usual contribu· 
tion, each 19 Day Feast, during UIe 
remainder of Baha'i Year 107. win 
achieve the goaL 

But every Baha'i will certainly 
want to take part and have his 
share in Victory. So those who can
not contribute $9,00 extra each 19 
days during the balance of the year, 
give something. 

We all want to have a part in this 
drive for Victory. ' 

Some of the friends who have 
completed their Resolve payments 
to the Temple, are continuing sim
ilar payments, 'but earmarking them 
to the Victory Fund. If everyone 
who has completed his or her Tern· 
pIe Resolve payments would contin
ue to make payment of similar 
amounts to the Victory Fund, that 
would aid us to meet our full re
sponsibility , 

The Temple Resolve Payment Ac
count is in very good shape. 

Of the $860,000 it was estimated 
the Temple Interior Construction 
work would cost, we are now within 
$22,242 of our goa}. In other words, 
the balance to be raised to complete 
this stupendous fund, is only $22,242, 
Unpaid Resolves amount to $2~,320, 
This means, that with the payment 
of the Resolves not yet completed, 
(and a little extra from new re
solves or other gifts). we win have 
gained complete victory in the Tem
ple Interior Construction Fund. 

This is a great, a wonderful, and 
a miraculous achievement. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAl. ASSEMBLY, 

LEROY C. IoAS~ Treasurer. 

Content thyself with but little of 
this world's goodsr Verily, economy 
is a great treasure. -'ABDU'L-BAHA 
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Speakers' Aids 
Signs of the Times: When the peo

ple pointed to Socrates on the streets 
of Athens. they said: "There goes 
the atheist who believes in only one 
God." 

Modern Echo? 
Albert Einstein said on Feb. 13, 

1950, that the hysterical race be
tween the U.S. and Russia to pro· 
duce the hydrogen bomb threatens 
to poison the atmosphere and annihi
late life on earth. (PhHa. InquiTeT, 
Associated Press. Feb. 13, 1950) 

Bahd'u~Uah: "A strange and won
derful instrument exists in the 
earth; but it is concealed from 
minds and souls. It is an instrument 
which has the power to change the 
atmosphere of the whole earth, and 
its infection causes destruction." 
(B.W.F. p. 183) 

• • • 
Seasoning 

1. The extent of many a modem 
man's religion is his ability to 
remember the name of the church, 
temple or mosque from which he 
remains away_ 
2. SERVICE is the rent we pay for 
the space we occupy on earth. 

United Press 
• • • 

Essay on Nobility 
"It is possible to so adjust one's 

self to the practice of nobility that 
its atmosphere surrounds and colors 
all our acts. When these acts are 
habitually and conscientiously ad
justed to noble standards with no 
thought of the words that might 
herald them, then nobility becomes 
the accent of life. At such a degree of 
evolution one scarcely needs to try 
to be good any longer; all our deeds 
are the distinctive expression of no
bility." 

('Abdu'l-Baha Star of the West 
Sept. 1924, p. 164) 

• • • 
Prescription For Living: 

Happiness is that time of life when 
you a re too busy to be miserable. 

Universal Digest 
-WILLIAM SEARS 

Be not idle, but active, and fear 
not. -' ABDU'L-BAHA 

FEBRUARY, 1951 

Living The Baha'i Life: 
Unity 

Praise be to God! you are believ
ers in God, assured by the words 
of God, and turning to the kingdom 
of God. You have heard the divine 
call. Your hearts are moved by the 
breezes of the paradise of Abha. You 
have good intentions, your purpose 
is the good pleasure of God, you de
sire to serve in the kingdom of the 
Merciful One. Therefore arise in the 
utmost power. Be in perfect unity. 
Never become angry with one an
other, Let your eyes become direct
ed toward the kingdom of truth and 
not toward the world of creation. 
Love- the creatures for the sake of 
God and not for themselves. You 
will never become angry or impa
tient if you love them for the sake
of God. Humanity is not perfect. 
There are imperfections in every 
human' being and you will always 
become unhappy if you look toward 
the people themselves. But if you 
look toward God you will love them 
and be kind to them for the world 
of God is the world of perfection and 
complete mercy. Therefore do not 
look at the shortcomings of anybody; 
see with the sight of forgiveness. The 
imperfect eye beholds imperfections. 
The eye that covers faults looks 
towards the creator of souls. He cre
ated them, trains and provides for 
them, endows them with capacity 
and life. sight and hearing: therefore 
they are the sign of His grandeur. 
You must love and be kind to every
body, care for the poor, protect the 
weak, heal the sick, teach and edu~ 
cate the ignorant. 

-'Abdu'l-Baha in The PTomulga
tion of Universal Peace, page 69 

Marriages 
Chicago, Illinois, Miss Bernice Buettner 

to Dr. Wm. M. Tucker, August 12, 1950 
Chicago, Illinois, Miss Dorothy Rice to 

Mr. Harry Morrow (non·Bahil'f) Octo
ber 14, 1950 

Detroit, Michigan, Miss Grace McFad
den to Mr. Sam Clark, November 10, 
1950 

Laramie, Wyoming, Mrs. Minnie John
son to Mr, Aaron G, Locke (non-Baha'i) 
(date not reported) 

Redkey, Indiana, Mrs. Jacqueline Justice 
to Mr. Lawrence Macy (non-BahA'i) 
(date not reported) 

Spokane, Washington, Miss Jean Hiles 
to Mr. Hubert Lindhag <non·Baha'i) 
(date not reported) 

Pasadena, Calif., Mrs. Jean Terrell to 

Mr. Mark Eaton (non-BaM'D (date 
not repc-rted) 

Burbank, Calif., Mrs. Florence Holsinger 
to Dr, Thurman .Tack, November 25 
1950 • 

San Francisco, Calif., Miss Emily de 
Leon (non-Baha'I) to M-T, Max Gumbel 
December 9, 1950 

San Francisco, Calil.. Miss Mary Ann 
Johnston (non-Baha'D to Mr. Richard 
F. Groger, December 17, 1950 

Los Angeles, Calif .• Miss Mollie Kaplan 
(non-BaM'i) to Mr, Harry Feinstein, 
December 24, 1950 

Altur}is, Calif., Mrs. Marian Fieguth to 
Mr. Wesley McKee (non-Baha'i) (date 
not reported) 

New York, N. Y., Mrs. Fluery Martini 
to Mr, William Mellitt (date not re
ported) 

St. Paul, Minn., Miss Loroli Abas to Mr. 
Russell 3". Moore (non·Baha'i) Decem
ber 30, 1950 

Tucson, Arizona, Miss Rocella Schoeny 
to Mr. John F. Powers, December 18, 
1950 

Youth Activities 
(from the Baha'i Youth News) 

March 25, 1951, is the date set 
for Baha'i World Youth Day. Iranian 
Youth pointed out that this was the 
date upon which 'Abdu'l-Baha. set 
out to teach in the Western world. 
Public meetings and social events 
will 'be held wherever there are 
Baha'i Youth in an effort to stimu
late further activity. If your com
munity has no youth, you might con-
sider importing a youth program 
that has been given in another com
munity to interest your local youth. 

"A Practical Religion at Work" is 
the. theme for a series of conferences 
to he held throughout the country 
with area youth committees on Feb .. 
ruary 12 and 13. 

The recorded play "A New Inter
pretation of History," written by the 
National Radio Committee and en~ 
acted by well-known professionals 
introduced the Faith to 29 non-Baha'i 
youth in the Sea rs h orne in Philadel
phia for the November 25th celebra
tion of National Youth Day. 

Youth in the San Francisco Bay 
are met at Berkeley. Film slides, 
"World Order Is the Goal" were 
combined with a Baha'i talk on 
"Finding a Universal Outlook" by 
Dwight Allen of Stanford University. 
The meeting was followed by refresh~ 
ments and informal discussion, 

Jameson Bond of Toronto spoke 
at Cornell on "The New Era of Hu
man Maturity, It and the Cornell Dai
ly Sun for November 18 had an ar-



ticle stating "His lecture will for~ 
mally introduce Baha'i World Faith, 
an international religious orgaruza· 
tion based em the spiritual unity of 
all mankind. to Cornell." 

One idea submitted by Pennsyl· 
vania at their September Conference 
was that each youth resolve to give 
a copy of Prescription fo,' Living 
to a non-Baha'i for Christmas. Mich· 
igan youth held a tw<>-day Confer
ence. A discussion, "What Does the 
Baha'i Faith Mean to the World?" 
followed the soci al and supper the 
first evening. During the business 
meeting the next. day it was decided 
that each youth would submit an at'-
ticle for the Michigan BaM.'! Youth 
newspaper entitled "What Does the 
Baha'i Faith Mean to Me?" 

A call has gone out from the Na
tional Baha'i Youth Committee for 
materials which might be helpful in 
compiling a comprehensive study 
program for the youth. They would 
appreciate speech outlines and 
Baha'i and non-Baha'i references on 
Baha'i subjects. Material should be 
sent to Dwight Allen, 2910 Telegraph 
Ave., Berkeley,S, California. 

Directory Additions and 
Changcs 

Area National Teaching- Commutees: 
SOUTHERN STATES, WESTERN DIV. 

Mrs. Olivia Blackwell, Sec'y. 
5609 Goodwin Ave. 
Dallas, Texas 

Regional Teaching Committees: 
ALABAMA 

Mrs. Rose Terry Brown, Sec'y. 
988 First St .• North 
Binningham, Ala. 

aIDa 
Mrs. Eunice Shurcliff, Sec'y. 
363 W. 5th SI. 
Mansfield, Ohio 

Local Spiritual AssembUes: 
WASHlNGTON. D.C. 

Mrs. Alice Dud1ey, Sec'y. 
900 19th St., N.W. 

KIRKLAND. WASH. 
Mrs. Margaruet Bailey. Sec'y. 
204 19th Ave. 

Na:tkmal Committees: 
BAHA'i WORLD EDITORIAL 

COMMITTEE. VOL. XIII 
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Chm. 
Mrs. Lillian Johnson, See·y. 
Bo:x548 
Evanston, Ill. 

NATIONAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE 
(Formerly known as Projects Devel· 
opment Com.) 
Mrs. Barbara Sims, Sec'y. 
933 Central Ave. 
WiJmette, m. 

BAHA'i NEWS 11 

Latin American News 
Membership Campaign Opens 
January marked the opening of a 

campaign for new members in all 
established Latin American cities. 
Following upon the Institutes, with 
their resultant deepening classes, a 
new effort is to be launched for 
awakening public interest and start
ing private firesides. Primarily, the 
winter crusade will move around 
World Religion Day, with radio, 
newspaper publicity, and open meet
ings. Fireside New Era outlines have 
been mailed to all assemblies and 
special teachers, accompanied by 
preparation for membership mate
rial. The winter months are to be 
given over to fresh contact ventures 
and classes for seekers, and April 
should find all Centers strengthened 
not only by its summer and fall 
study, but by an increased number 
of willing workers. A late March 
week-end Institute on the major 
phases of the World Administration 
will be held in every city as a prep
aration for conventions, and to this 
students as well as members will be 
invited. 

News Fragments 
Mrs. Louise Groger in far-off PWlta 

Arenas, Chile, writes that she has. 
obtained a six-room house for a 
dwelling and meeting place, and 
here, in collaboration with Pioneer 
Alexandro Reid, is laying the 
groundwork for teaching, undaunted 
by difficulties. 

Mr. Charles loas has arrived home 
after conducting forty-eight unfor
gettable sessions of the Latin Ameri~ 
can Institute on Colombian soil. 

Mr. Artemus Lamb left Miami, 
January 12, to join forces in Costa 
Rica with our resident pioneer, Mrs. 
Louise Caswell. 

Maria Rivera reports the first two 
La tin American believers to enroll in 
Colon, Panama, where up to the pres
ent time the young Assembly has 
been composed entirely 01 English 
speaking friends who have striven 
constantly for expansion among 
Panamanians and now see the 
heginning of thL long-hop ed-for 
achievement. 

Dr. Edris Rice·Wray and Pioneer 
Antonio Bonilla report eight new stu· 
dents in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico's 
second city. 

From Mrs. Ruth Moffett and Dr. 

Malcolm King we hear the refresh
ing news that Kingston brought out 
forty friends in attendance at Mrs. 
Moffett's first meeting. Their pioneer 
friends speak of Jamaica as mature 
and vigorous. 

Mrs. Marcia Stewart and Gerardo 
Flores, a new Central American pio
neer, report that Taublave, Hon· 
duras, a lost Assembly, is now fully 
restored and ready for election in 
April, having eighteen members in 
all. Of Taublave's first believer, Mrs. 
Stewart writes: "You must know al
ready the history of the Faith here; 
how Comandante Morales kept writ
ing to our Regional in 1948, implor· 
ing us to visit him, accepting the 
Faith completely, and how, when 
Maria Rivera and Letitia Dominquez 
finally did arrive, they found him 
dead. They slept in the same house 
with his coffin, found that with his 
last precious breath he had in
structed the entire village to 'accept 
the truth of Bahil'u'llfth' and in~ 

structed his own family to receive 
the Baha'i delegates from the Re
gional Committee, how they were re
ceived royally, and how his blessed 
lliiion Benjamin and his daughter Add· 
ana are like shining lights in the 
Faith ... We have a number of en
quirers and the Faith spreads out 
from here to all the surroundings vil
la ges and towns. II 

Election of Deleg"ates 
Election of delegates to the Latin 

American Conventions will be held 
on Februa ry 4 in all cities of both 

Balli'i Addresses 
National Office: 

536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Make Cbecks Pa.yable to: 
NaUonal Babi" Fund 

Baha'i Publishing COJIlIIlittee:' 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Make checks tor books and pamph
lets payable to: 

Bahli'i Publishing Committee 

BahA'i News Editorial Office: 
307 South Prairie 
Champaign, nlinois 
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territories where a Local Assembly 
has been elected this year. The pro-
portionate listing of delegates fol
lows: 

Central Zone 
MEXICO 

Mexico City 
Puebla 

GUATEMALA 
Guatemala City 
Chichicastenango 

HONDURAS 
Tegucigalpa 
San Pedro Sula 

ELSALVADOR 
San Salvador 

COSTA RICA 
San Jose 

NICARAGUA 
Managua 

PANAMA 
Panama City 
Colon 

CUBA 
Havana 

JAMAICA 
Kingston 
Spanishtown 

HAITI 
Port-au-Prince 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
Ciudad Trujillo 

PUERTO RICO 
San Juan 

South American Zone 
VENEZUELA 

Caracas 
COLOMBIA 

Bogota 
Cali 
Bucaramonga 
Ba rranquilla 

ECUADOR 
Quito 
Guayaquil 

BOLIVIA 
La Paz 

PERU 
Lima 

CHILE 
Santiago 
Valparaiso 
Vina del Mar 
Punfa Aren a s 

PARAGUAY 
Asuncion 

URUGUAY 
Montevideo 

BRAZIL 
Rio de Janeiro 
Bahia 
Sao Paulo 

2 
1 

2 
1 

2 
1 

3 

2 

1 

2 
1 

2 

1 
1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

o ., 

2 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

2 
2 
~ 
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ARGENTINA 
Buenos Aires 
Cordoba 

Publishill8 AnnOlIDcement 

1 
1 

Messages t(1 A m€rka} Letters 
from the Guardian from 1932 to 1946. 
We wonder if all the friends have 
a copy of this valuable book. Quot
kg from the preface t "The present 
compilation gives a survey of Amer
ican Baha'i development over a term 
of fourteen crucial years." This is 
Baha'i history, and these letters 
should be read over and over again. 

Bound in blue fabrikoid, 118 pages 
text and index, and 8 pages front 
matter. per copy $2.00 

In Memoriam 
Death proffereth Wlto every confident 

believer the cup that is life indeed. It 
bestmveth joy and is the bearer of glad~ 
ness. It conierreth the gift of everlasting 
life. 

-Baha:u'IIah 
Mr. ~Tames K. Rockey, Lima, Ohio. Nov. 

28, 195() 
Mr. Henry Lueneberg, Milwaukee, Wis. 

December 7. 1950. 
Mrs. Virginia Baird, El Cerrito, Calif. 

December, 1950 
Miss Ge::-trude C. Davies, J'acksonvHle, 
. Fla, Hecembe1' 15, 1950 
Mr, Sattimies Martini. Lodi, New York. 

March, 1950 

Baha'i World Volume XIII 
Editorial Committee 

The membership of the Bahci~i 

World Editorial Committee for Vol
ume XIII has been revised and js 
as follows: 

Ml'S. _Beatrice Ashton. chairman 
Mrs. Lillian Johnson, cOl'Tespond~ 

irr.g secretary 
Victor de Araujo 
Miss Ruth Dasher 
Gordon Fraser 
Ugo R Giachery 
Mrs. Bahia F. Gulick 
Mrs, Gertrude Henning 
Miss Farrukh leas 
l\.{iss Evelyn Larson 
All material and correspondence 

for Volume XIII should be sent to: 
Baha'i World Editorial Committee 

Box 548 
Evanston, Illinois 

o people of God! Be not occupied 
with yourselves. Be jntent on the bet
terment of the world and the training 
of nations. -'ABllU~L-BAlT.~ 

Correction: 
In the December issue. Wlder 

news from Africa, the statement 
was made that Philip Hainsworth 
and Hassan Sabri, the firsi two pio
neers to that continent under the' 
B r i tis h-Persian-American Baha'i 
teaching project for Africa "hoped 
to ,leave for America in January." 
Thls was a typographical error. The 
pioneers hoped to leave for Africa. 

Baha'i News is published. by the 
National Spiribal Assembly of the 
Bah.&. 'is 01 the United States as tbe 
oIficial"ews-IeUer of the _'; 
Community. 

Ills edited by _'I N ..... Edi
torial CommiUee: Mrs. Eleanor 
Butch ...... Mrs_ Mabel PaIDe. Mrs. 
Doris Fincham. Editorial Ollie<>: 
Mn_ EleaDOr Balcbeus, _ S. 
Prairie. CbampaJp, DlInoIs. 

Please report changes of address 
and other matters pe~ t.o 
distrlbuilon to tile Baba'f Na.Uonal 
Office, 538 Sheridan Road, WII
mdte, IQIno1s. 
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The African Teaching Project 
The Guardian in a stirring appeal 

issued by cable on August 5, 1950 
called upon the American believers 
to assist in the "far reaching his
toric" campaign launched by the 
British NSA to spread the teachings 
in East and West Africa. This Cam
paign - the first of its kind - will 
pool the efforts and resources from 
four National Assemblies, the Brit
ish, Egyptian, Persian and United 
States Assemblies. It will constitute 
the prelude to an era of cooperation 
between national bodies on interna
tional projects, heralding the era of 
truly world.embracing tasks, It will 
constitute the first organized effort 
to extend the principles and admin
istration of the Faith to great masses 
On swiftly-awakening continents. 

The Guardian's eloquent appeal 
while addressed to the entire .. gal
lant and great hearted American 
Community" held a particular ap
peal to the "dearly beloved members 
of the Negro Race" calling upon 
them to arise and participate in this 
campaign which is to constitute so 
significant a milestone in the world
unfoldment of the Faith, 

Immediately following this appeal 
the NSA established contact with the 
British NSA who forwarded their 
plans for teaching work in three 
areas of East and West Africa: 
Uganda, Tanganyika and the Gold 
Coasl. The British NSA indicated 
that from its understanding of the 
Guardian's cables, the British, Egyp
tian, Persian and United States As
semblies would have independent 
and simultaneous projects to be pur
sued with common assistance and 
cooperation. 

In order to clarify matters the 
NSA thereafter cabled the Guardian 
for clarifying instructions on the 
project. The Guardian replied on 
January 17, 1951 in the cable quoted 
on this page. 

The cable makes it clear that there 

is to be no independent American 
campaign at this stage, but rather 
that American efforts are to be di
rected toward assis.tance of and co
operation with the British Campaign. 

The Guardi an further indica ted 
and stressed the special and far
reaching results which are to come 
from services in this campaign and 
designated it a unique enterprise 
paving the way to the organic union 
of National Assemblies through for
mation of the International House of 
Justice. Thus we are called upon to 
initiate the groundwork for a signif
icant and world-embracing crusade. 

The NSA immediately sent a gift 
of $750 as its first contribution to th~ 
British campaign. 

To work out the plans and pro~ 

cedures involved in cooperation with 
the British Mrica Campaign and 
Committee, the NSA has appointed 
a U. S. Africa Committee which will 
work out plans for cooperation and 
contact with American believers de
siring to serve. Addresses for offi~ 

cers of this committee will appear in 
the next Baha.'i News. 

Two types of service are open for 
Americans. Bahit'is may go as 
straight pioneers for the Faith taking 
territory assigned by the British 
Africa Committee, or they may go 
as individuals who have arranged to 
take employment in Mrica or to con~ 
duct their own businesses there. 
Bahil.'is interested should write the 
NSA, The U,S. Mrica Committee is 
investigating agencies interested in 
the economic. social and cultural de
velopment of East and Wesl Africa, 

The British Committee has set up 
certain qualifications as essential for 
pioneers. They are: 

(a) Physi c al fi tnes s to serve 
(b) Good knowledge and under. 

standing of the .Cause 
(e) Ability and willingness to learn 

the necessary languages 
(d) Study of Ihe country, its cus-
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"Epoch-Making Enterprise 
In African Continent" 
Cable from the Guardian 

"Assistance (to) Africa project 
through financial contribution, par· 
ticipation (of) pioneers white (and) 
colored, and 'close consultation (and) 
cooperation (with) .British Assembly 
necessary _ Independent campaign 
not intended. Fervently praying 
participation (of) British, American, 
Persian, (and) Egyptian National 
Assemblies (in) unique, epoch-mak. 
ing enterprise (in) African continent 
may prove prelude (to) convocation 
(of) first African Teaching Confer
ence leading eventually (to) initia .. 
tion (of) undertakings involving col
laboration (among) all National As
semblies (of) Baha'i world, thereby 
paving way (to) ultimate organic 
union (of) these Assemblies through 
formation (of) International House 
of Justice destined (to) launch en
terprises embracing whole Baha'i 
world. Acclaim simultaneous in
auguration (of) crusade linking ad
ministrative machinery (of) four 
National Assemblies (of) East (and) 
West within four continents and birth 
(of) first International Council (at) 
World Center (of) Faith, twin evi
dences (of) resistless unfoldment 
(of) embryonic, divinely-appointed 
World Order (of) Baha'u'llah." 

--SRoom 

Cablegram received January 17, 1951 

toms and living conditions 
(e) Review of the "Advent of Di-

vine Justice t, 
(f) Rudiments of Islam 
(g) Rudiments of First-Aid. 

Already in this historic campaign 
believers have arisen with sacrifice 
and devotion to work out plans for 
obtaining employment which will 
take them to the chosen areas in 
Africa. In the U ni ted Stales Mr. and 
Mrs. William Foster and their fam
ily were the first volunteers. In 
England we are informed that Miss 
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Claire Cwlg h.a-s taken a post with a 
schoDI in Africa becoming the first 
English Baha'i to leave for Africa 
service. Also in England Miss Isabel 
Locke, Mr. Hassan Sabri and Mr. 
Philip Hainsworth are making plans 
to work in Africa. Thus Colored and 
White! Americans, English and a 
Persian have answered the Guard~ 
ian's appeal for service in this new 
field. 

Let us all reflect upon the immor
tal counsel of Baha 'u 'lHlh: 

"Center your energies in the prop-
agation of the Faith of God. Whoso 
is worthy of so high a calling, let him 
arise and promote it." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

"Two Kinds of Baha'is" 
The following statement was writ

ten by the Guardian, through his 
secretary, in a letter dated April 16, 
1950, addressed to Mr. Raymond 
Anderson: 

"There are two kinds of Baha'is. 
one might say: those whose religion 
is Baha ~i and those who live for the 
Faith. Needless to say if we can 
belong to the latter category, if we 
can be in the vanguard of heroes, 
martyrs and saints. it is more 
praiseworthy in the sight of God." 

"The Greatest Need" 
Letter froID the Guardian 

The following passage is quo~ed 
from a letter written by the GuardIan 
through his secretary to Mrs. Fran
ces Benedict Stewart dated October 
5. 1950: uThe greatest need it s~ems 
everywhere inside the Cause IS to 
impress upon the friends the ~eed 
for love among tkem. There 1.S a 
tendency to mix up the fUnctlOn s 
of the Administration and try to ap
ply it in individual relationships. 
which is abortive, because the As
sembly is a nascent House ~f. Jus~ 
tice and is supposed to admmlster, 
according to the Teachings, the af
fairs of the community. But individ
uals toward each other are govern
ed by love, unity, forgiveness a,nd a 
sin-covering eye. Once the fnends 
grasp this they will get al.ong m.u~h 
better, but they keep playmg Spmt
ual Assembly to each other and ex
pect the AssemblY to behave like 
an individual. . ' ." 

Publishing Announcement 
Bahd'u'ITdh and the New Era, in 

paper binding is availa:ble on.ce 
more. Due to increased cost, the lIst 
price must be increased to 75c. 
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The "Two Extremes" 
In Bringing in New Baha'is 
From a letter written by the 

Guardian through his secretary to 
Mrs. Hazel Tomlinson on November 
22, 1941, the following passage is 
cited: "The believers must discrimi
nate between the two extremes of 
bringing people into the Cause before 
they have fully grasped its fWlda
mentals and making it too hard for 
them, expecting too much of them, 
before they accept them. This re· 
quires truly keen judgment, as it is 
unfair to people to allow them to 
embrace a movement the true mean
ing of which they have not fully 
grasped. It is equally Wlfair to ex
pect them to be perfect Baha'is be
fore they can enter the Faith. Many 
teaching problems arise out of these 
two extremes. . , ." 

American Contribution 
to Shrine Contribution Fund 
In connection with the cable re~ 

ceived January 4 from the Guard
ian, annotUlcing the initiation of 
measures for the steel framework 
designed to support the Dome of the 
Bab's Shrine, the friends will be de
lighted to know that from their con
tribu tions to the Shrine of the Ba b 
account the National Spiritual As
sembly has been able till transmit 
at the Guardian's request a total 
of $30,000 for his use in carrying 
on the Construction of the Shrine. 
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Revell Sisters 
Called to Haifa 

Miss Jessie and Miss Ethel Revell 
have gone to Haifa at the request 
of the Guardian to assist in the work 
at the Baha'i World Center. 

The Baha'is of Philadelphia gave 
a farewell party for the Revell sis
ters on January first, and a recep
tion was given them by the New 
York Assembly on January 14. They 
sailed from New York on the follow
ing day. On board ship they sought 
and received permission to hold a 
World Religion Day meeting on Jan
uary 21. and a notice was posted 011 

the bulletin board and published in 
the ship's daily news letter. Nearly 
fifty persons attended the meeting 
and heard brief addresses by Miss 
Jessie and Miss Ethel Revell, fol
lowed by a discussion, At the meet
ing were displayed photographs of 
the Shrine of the Bab, the Baha'i 
House of Worship, and the illustrat-

Convention Housing 
Believers planning to attend 

the 1951 Convention are re
quested to note that arrange
ments for accommodation in 
hotels are to be made directly 
with the hotel by the- delegates 
and visitors. Friends desiring 
a room in a private home can 
apply to the Convention Hous
ing Committee. Please act 
promptly. The Committee will 
place applicants in private 
homes up to the number of ac
commodations placed at its 
disposal by residents of Evans
ton and Wilmette. 

Write to Mrs. Carl HannenJ 

1938 Harrison Street, Glenview, 
Illinois. 

ed article in Life Magazine. Among 
the audience were citizens of Amer
ica, Italy, Greece and Israel. 

First Annnal Convention 
of Central and South America 

The formation of two new Nation
al Spiritual Assemblies is an event 
of world-wide importance for Ba
ha'is in 1951. This is the culmina
tion of the directives for teaching 
in Latin America in the two suc~ 
cessive Seven Year Plans formu
lated by the Guardian, and the re
sult also of the vision and heroic 
efforts of individual pioneers who 
served prior to 1937, beginning with 
Miss Martha L. Root. 

The Convention dates are April 23 
and 24 for both Conventions. The 
Convention of the Baha'is of South 
America will be held in Lima, Peru; 
the Convention for Central America 
will be held in Panama City, Pan
ama. 

Both these historic gatherings are 
open to Baha'i visitors from the 
United States (or Canada) who are 
free to a !tend. 

The Convention Agendas and ar
rangements, including election of 
twenty-seven delegates from each 
area of jurisdiction, have -been ap
proved. 

In a later report the details will 
be presented. This preliminary no
tice is primarily intended to an
nounce the time and place of the 
two Conventions. 

Baha'I visitors are directed to 
carry proper credentials with them. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAl. AsSEMBLY 



Baha'i Greeting to 
Dr. Ralph Bnnche 

On December· 10, Dr. Ralph 
Bunche was awarded the Nohel 
Peace Prize in Oslo, Norway. On 
recommendation of thl> United Na
tions Committee, the National Spir· 
itual Assembly cabled a greeting 
and congratulations on hehalf of the 
American Bahil'is. Dr. Bunche in 
COl1Rection with the UN Palestine 
Commission ha s shown deep 'under
standing of the position of the Faith 
ill the Holy Land, and won the grati
tude of the Baha'is of all lands. 

The cabled. message was present· 
ed to him in person by Mrs. Amelia 
BDwman and Mr. Alfred Skyberg, 
Chairman of the local Spiritual As
sem'bly, the arrangement made for 
the NSA by the European Teaching 
Committee. 

j 'Kindly accept warm congratula
tions and cordiai good wishes of 
American Baha'is. Your services to 
Israel, Holy Land of followers of 
Baba'u'nah, are ardently admired 
and gratefully cherished. May you 
be granted many more opportun
ties to further enrich your notable 
services to oneness of mankind." 

Writing from Oslo, Mrs. Bowman 
says: "When Dr. Bunche read the 
cablegram he said, 'I appreciate 
very much receiving this message 
at this time and the fact that you 
have brought this to me in person. 
Thank you both very much, r " 

Dr. Bunche also wrote the Na
tionai Spiritual Assembly from Oslo: 
"I wish to acknowledge receipt of 
your telegram of December 4, and 
to thank you fDr the kind sentiments 
which you expressed. f' 

Miss Alexander in Japan 
A letter from Miss Agnes Alexan

der, serving the Faith in Japan, 
where she was a pioneer teacher 
many years ago, vividly depicts the 
opportunities presented to a Baha 'f 
teacher in that country. Among 
those with whom she has had the 
privilege of speaking about the 
Faith have been people of capacity 
and maturity. She has never en
countered any prejudice. 

Miss Alexander spent a week in 
Kyoto where she met the blind -be
lievert Mr, Torii, for the first time 
in thirteen years. Through him she 
made a number of new and inter
esting contacts. 

One young man showed her a 
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clipping of an article about the Tem
ple recently published in Japan. In 
Tokyo during the summer of 1950 
Miss Alexander was invited three 
times to speak at the Unitarian 
service. She has discussed the 
teachings with an unorthodox min
ister, a former governor of a prov
ince and a scholar imbued with the 
ideal of an international university 
at Mt. Fuji. 

National Membership List
How To Assist in Keeping It 

Accurate and Complete 
Once each year t in preparing the 

voting lists for the State Conven
tions, the national administrative 
headquarters realizes how much it 
depend s upon the conscientious co
operation of the friends. After these 
lists are issued, invariably letters 
come in from local Assembly and 
Regional Teaching Committee sec
retaries pointing out the omission of 
certain names. 

Why is the national Baha'i mem
bership list inaccurate and incom
plete? Because all necessary infor
mation is not received. The mem
bership cards and the address sten
cils do not maintain themselves. Ev
ery day, as notices of enrollments, 
transfers, changes of address, 
death and marriages arrive, each 
new fact is duly noted and the nec
essary corrections made. 

When changes take place in our 
far-flWlg Baha'i commlUlity but no
tice is not sent, the membership list 
becomes inaccurate and incomplete 
without anyone realizing it. 

For the information of inexpe
rienced secretaries and new believ
ers, the needs of the national ad
ministrative headquarters for infor
mation on mem·bership data are: 
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transfers and changes of address; 
enrDllments; change Df status from 
Baha'i Youth to adult; marriages; 
deaths. 

Many letters come which have in
complete information-lack of date. 
address, etc. Much correspondence 
is required in efforts to obtain need
ed facts. 

Your conscientious understanding 
of the problem, and kind coopera
tion in solving it, will be greatly 
appreciated, 
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Lt. ~. C. Davenport is shown here witb 
Fugtta, a Japanese Bah.&'i at Jolmsoa Air 

Base in Japan. 

Here are two Koreans who have "adopted" 
Lt. Davenport. 

Victory Fund 
Its Present Status 

Latest figures from the National Treasurer indicate that full victory can 
be won, The position of the Victory Fund as of January 31 is as follows: 

Victory Fund Budget for Baba'i Year 107 ...... _ ..... $240,000 
Requirements May 101 anuary 31 ................. _ . _ 180,000 
Contributions Received May l...January 31 ... " ... , 143,585 
Victory Budget Deficit to January 31 ............. _ 36,415 
Amount Needed (including deficit) by April 30 ..... 96,416 

Achievement of complete victory will require average monthly contribu
lions of approximately $32,000 in February, March and April. The total 
received in December and January averaged nearly $22~OOO in each of these 
months. 

When you read this, less than two months will remain in which to reach 
our goal. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBL'" 
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Summer School Plans 
Louhelen 

The tentative schedule is from Ju~ 
ly 1 to Sept. 3 inclusive. All sessions 
are one week in length and there 
are nine sessions in all. Plans also 
include a Louhelen Homecoming 
over Labor Day, Sept. 2-3. All classes 
have been based on a study of the 
available Baha'I books by 'Abdu'l
Babil., Baha'u'l1Bh, and Shoghi Effen
di. Each individual session will in-

elude study of one book by each of 
the three authors.' 

Although an effort will be made 
to stock the Louhelen library with 
copies of the texts required it is ask
ed that people attending please bring 
along their own copies to insure that 
an adequate supply is available. 

The tentative schedule, subject to 
approval by the NSA is attached. 

Louhelen Program 
JUNIOR YOUTH - JULY 1·6 TEACHERS 

Living the Baha'i Life .................................. Mrs. Edna Ketels 
Baha'i Heroes ..................................... Mrs. Laura Markovich 
Comparative Religions 
Crafts and Recreation .................................... Bob Markovich 

JUNlOR YOUTH - July 8-13 
Living the Baha'i Life .............................. Mrs. Eunice Shurcliff 
Saha'i Heroes 
Comparative Religions 
Crafts and Recreation ..... , ..... , ...... , ........ , .......... John Shurcliff 

GENERAL 1- July 15-20 
"Kitab-i~Iqant' ................................. , .... , .......... Harry Jay 
"Dispensation of Baha'u'llah" ." ............... , ..... Mrs. Florence Reeb 
"Will and Testament" of 'Abdu'l·Bahft 

GENERAL 2 - July 22-27 
"Seven Valleys" and "Hidden Words" 
"World Order of Bahft'u'llah" 
"Foundations of World Unity" 

GENERAL 3 - July 29-Aug. 3 
"Gleanings" 
"God Passes By" ... , ... " ................... , .... ' ..... , .. Horace Holley 
"Paris Talks" by 'Abdu'l-Baha ...... , .................. Mrs. Alice Bacon 

GENERAL 4 - Aug. 5-10 
"Prayers and Meditations" ...... , ..... , ..... , ......... Mrs. Terah Smith 
; 'Advent of Divine Justice" ., ........... , ............ Ellsworth Blackwell 
., Reality of Man" 

GENERAL 5 - Aug. 12-17 
"Epistle to the Son of the Wolf" ....................... Mrs. Marzieh Gail 
"Mandate, ~itadel, Challenging Requirement of the Present Hour 

........... '" ........ : ..................................... John Robarts 
HSome Answered Questions t

' ••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••••• , Curtis Ke]sey 
SENIOR YOUTH-Aug. 19-24 

Covenant , .... , ..... " ... , ................... , .......... ' .. Richard Nolen 
··Prescripti~n for Living" ............. , ........... , ..... Mrs. Peggy True 
"Dawn Breakers" ... , ... , .......................... , .. Mrs. Marzieh Gail 
Institute 

YOUNG ADULTS - Aug. 26-31 
"Promised Day Is Come" ...... , .......................... , Borah Kavelin 
"Divine Art of Living" ....................................... Elsie Austin 
,jBaha'i World Faith" 

HOMECOMING - Sept. 2-3 
Paul Pettit, Michael Jamir and Lansing Community 

Everyone to bring text books for classes. 

Geyservi)]e 
Geyserville School, open again this cently inaugurated by the National 

summer for three two-week sessions, Spiritual Assembly. As announced 
is planned to form a unit in the vital in the January issue of <lBaha'i 
two-year "readying program" re- News," the school season will be 

June 17 through July 28. with Unity 
Feast under the Big Tree, July l. 

Some highlights of the program 
w hieh is to be offered each session 
are: a workshop course in prepara
tion for teaching that will develop 
a variety of methods suited for use 
by isolated ,believers and by small 
and large communities t and that is 
flexibly designed to meet the par
ticular needs of those enrolled; a 
course in "building World Order" 
which will be a workshop in B aha'.i 
administration, including Bahli'i pro
cedures in the Group and Assembly, 
and Baha'i consultation in the solu
tion of problems and the achieve
ment of unity; a course combining 
seminars and lectures that will show 
parallel historical developments 
within the Faith and in the world 
at large in the first 107 years of 
the Baha'i Era; and a new Institute 
prepared by the Proj ects Develop
ment Committee. Other courses to 
be offered in one or more sessions, 
will be announced later. 

The Children's Program in the last 
two sessions will again offer a unique 
opportunity for children to experi
ence Baha'i community life. This 
program has clearly demonstrated 
its value in the past~ Children who 
have regularly attended Summer 
School reach maturity prepared and 
eager to declare themselves and to 
take their full share of responsibility 
in the Bahati World Community. 

In addition to the courses there 
will be stimulating and inspirational 
special events and time for recrea~ 
lion and fellowship. 

For reservations- write to Mr. Al~ 
fred Zahl, Secretary, Geyserville 
School Maintenance Committee, 826 
Grant Place, San Mateo, California. 
(Please remember that the first ses
sion is for adults and youth, only. 
The Children's Program is added in 
the last two sessions.) 

GEYSERVILLE ScHOOL 

PROGRAM CoMMI'M'EE 

Baha'i International School 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

SESSIONS 
July 15 to Augnst 18. 

Five one week sessions. 
PROGRAM 

Workshops and courses on current 
World Events, Comparative Reli
gion, Cultures of the World, The 
Promised Day Is Come, Baha'i Lit
erature, Teaching Methods, and 
morer 

There will be a special Conference 



and workshop on teaching problems 
peculiar to the Rocky Mountain and 
Plains Area. 

All Baha'is are welcome to this 
spot of rare beauty. It is an ideal 
situation for rest and recreation as 
well as study and fellowship. The 
school is located in Pine Valley, ten 
miles from Colorado Springs. 

Reservations for the sessions 
should be made to Mr. Harry Ford, 
Box 1003, Colorado Springs, Colo
rado. 

1944 Centenary Moving Picture 
Of Haifa Gardens and Shrines 

The Sales Committee has on hand 
only nine sets of this moving pic· 
ture film prepared under the Guard
ian's direction and sent fot' use in 
connection with the Centenary of the 
Declaration of the Bab. The price 
of this film has been $60.00 but the 
National Assembly authorizes a re
duction to $40.00 for the remaining 
nine films. 

The motion picture is a 16 mm. 
Kodachrome. 

Send orders to the Sales Commit
tee through Mr. H. E. Walrath, 4639 
Beacon Street, Chicago 40, Illinois. 

For Club Programs 
The Chicago Public Relations Com

mittee has 'been sponsoring a club 
project the past two years. Bro
chures were sent to the program 
chairmen of various Chicago and 
suburban clubs offering a free pro
gram during which a Bahit'i speaker 
would conduct their group on "An 
Arm-chair Tour of the Most Photo
graphed Bullding in the World." 

During the first year, speakers 
were supplied to 16 organizations 
with a total attendance of 1500. As a 
result several clubs made tours of 
the Temple. The clubs were pleased 
'With the program and it was ar
ranged that the brochure be listed 
in the annual Program Directory 
published by the TIlinois Federation 
of Women's Clubs. 

This year the brochures were also 
sent to clubs listed in the Directory 
of Colored Women's Clubs in Chicago 
and Northern District Association of 
Colored Women. By February first 
22 more clubs and 1152 women had 
heard about the Temple and what 
it symbolizes. There remain 10 
speaking dates to be filled. 

Future plans include a similar bro
chure designed to interest men's 
clubs. 
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Two Year Plan of Preparation 
This is a two-year plan adopted 

by the National Spiritual Assembly 
for the entire American Baha'i Com
munity for the development of the 
individual believers, and for the 
strengthening of community life. 

The remaining two years of the 
Second Seven Year Plan offer us a 
wonderful opportunity to prepare 
ourselves individually and collec
tively to meet the onrush of teaching 
opportunity which the Master has 
promised us would come after the 
completion of our Temple. He said, 
"When the Temple of God shall be 
built it will be to the spiritual body 
of the world what the inrush of the 
spirit is to the physical body of man, 
quickening it to its utmost parts and 
infusing a new light and power." <'A 
most wonderful and thrilling motion 
will appear in the world of exist
ence ... the cries of supplication 
and invocation will be raised to the 
Highest . Kingdom therefrom, and 
verily, the people will enter into the 
Religion of God by troops, with great 
enthusiasm and attraction." 

As the light of the present-day 
world flickers and goes out, the light 
of the New Day must shine ever 
more brightly to give men hope and 
direction. The Guardian- has said. 
"Ours is the duty to hold aloft and 
undimmed the torch of Divine Guid
ance, as the shades of night descend 
upon, and ul tim a tely envelop the en
tire human race. Ours is the ftUlc
tion, amidst its tumu1ts, perils and 
agonies, to witnes s to the vision. and 
proclaim the approach, of that re
created society, that Christ-prom· 
ised Kingdom, the World Order of 
Baha'u'llikh." . 

To be ready for the ntroops" that 
will flock to the Faith when "that 
most wonderful and thrilling motion 
will appear in the world of exist
ence," and to present them with the 
new divine order of Baha'u'llah, the 
Baha'is must close their ranks and 
must become totally prepared in 
their individual knowledge and their 
community life to demonstrate the 
meaning and the power of the Faith 
of Bahit'u'll3h. 

For the accomplishment of this 
task, the National Spiritual Assem
bly has adopted a plan of unified 
action, to meet a three-fold need: 

I-To prepare the individual soul. 
2-To strengthen Baha'i Commu

nity life. 

3-To inform the non-Baha'i world 
of the teachings of Baha'u'llah. 

The elements of this Plan are as 
follows: 

1. Institutes 
2. Preparation for enrollment 
3. Deepening classes for. new be· 

lievers 
4. Public meetings 
S. Follow-up meetings 
6. Fireside s 
7. Prestige promotion 

1) INSTITUTES are designed to 
prepare the individual soul, to give 
each individual the knowledge of the 
meaning of God's Covenant; quicken 
each soul through God's Creative 
Word; to orient each soul within the 
Baha'i Community. 

2) PREPARATION FOR ENROLL
MENT will assure that each new 
believer will understand just what it 
-means to become a Baha?i, so that he 
will enter the Faith with enthusiasm 
and with a knowledge of the respon
sibilities that go with Baha'i mem
bershlp. 

3) DEEPENING CLASSES are es
sential to expand the knowledge of 
the new believer, and to keep his 
initial enthusiasm aflame. We can 
no longer afford to 'bring in inade
quately prepared souls, to be con· 
signed to "inactive oblivion." 

4) PUBLIC MEETINGS meet a 
three-fold need - (a) they are a 
means of publicizing the Faith in 
each civic community; (b) they are 
a means of developing contacts; (c) 
they are a means of promoting our 
Baha'i Community activity. An in
active community is a dead com· 
munity. 

5) FOLWW-UP MEETINGS are 
absolutely essential to further the 
interest of those who attend public 
meetings. 

6) FIRESIDE MEETINGS are vi
tal for developing "contacts" into 
individuals who wish to make a deep 
study of the Faith. It is in this fire
side type of meeting that souls are 
really confirmed. 

7) PRE S T I G E PROMOTION 
means using every avenue and ve· 
hicle possible to enhance the pres
tige of the F ai th in our civic com
munities. 

The Plan approved by the National 
Spiritual Assembly is designed to 
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cover the period of the next two 
years, 1951 to 1953. It has been con
ceived in a series of programs, each 
series of about four months dura
'tion. These programs will be devel
oped so as to assist the believers 
10 interpret changing world condi-

tions and events in terms of the 
Baha'i Faith. 

The National Projects Committee, 
in collaboration with other National 
committees, has been charged by 
the National Spiritual Assembly to 
carry out this Plan. 

1951 Series Of 
Two Year Plan Of Preparation 

I. Winter Series of 1951 

A. Institute on Covenant and Administration 

,B. 

1. Push until National Convention in April 
2. Plans to determine assimilation of present Institute 

Public Meetings geared to Baha'i and non-Baha'i events: 
1. January ................................. World Religion Day 
2. February ................................. Brotherhood Week 
3. March .............................................. Naw-Ruz 

C. Follow-up meetings and Firesides on all three public meetings 
D. Techniques for preparation for enrollment and deepening classes 

ll. Summer Series of 1951 
A. Institute to orient believers to the time in which we live in relation to 

the Cause 
1. HThe Promised Day Is Come" to be the main text 
2. Determine assimilation (!IIf Institutes 

B. Continue offering techniques for enrollment and deepening 
C. Summer Schools 

llr. Fa!1 Series of 1951 
A. Institute to bring the believers to the realization of what it means to 

"live the Hfe. H 

1. "The Advent Of Divine JWi:tice" to be the central text 
2. Determ.ine assimilation ef Institute 

B. Public Meetings geared to Baha'i and non·Baha'i events: 
1. September 24-October 1 ........... Religious Education Week 
2. October 22-28 ........................... United Nations Week 
3. November 11 ........................ Birthday of Baha'1.l'ilah 
4. December 10-17 ............. International Golden Rule Week 

C. Follow-up meetings and Firesides on all these meetings 
D. Continue offering techniques for enrollment and deepening 

The 1952 series will be published this fall. The Two year period will 
culminate in the Temple Completion Proclamation Campaign. 

For the convenience of the believers, the National Projects Committee 
is preparing a handbook which will contain an outline of the two year Plan 
of Preparation. It will include suggestions, techniques, available materialst 

the National Committees producing these materials, and costs. The Baha'i 
communities will be supplied with bulletins about the various projects until 
the handbook is available. Our first duty is to study the Plan and prepare 
ourselves to execute each program as it is set up. 

The importance and effect of unified action in Baha'i undertakings has 
been proved over and over again. If the entire Baha'i community of the 
United States will accept this Plan with enthusiasm and if each individual 
will do his utmost to carry out its program, we may be prepared to receive 
the inestimable bounties promised us by the Master. when uThe Temple of 
God shall be built". 

The Guardian has said, "In a world polluted with incurable corruptions 
. . . the followers of Baha'u'lla:h can, by the sublimity and serenity of their 
Faith, 'by the steadiness and clarity of their vision, the incorruptibility of 
their character, the rigor of their discipline, the sanctity of their morals, 
and the unique example of their community life ... demonstrate the validity 
of their c1aim to be regarded as the sole repository of that grace upon whose 

operation must depend the complete 
deliverance, the fundamental reor
ganization and the supreme felicity 
of all mankind." 

qIt behooves all members of the 
American Baha'i Community to gird 
themselves as never before to the 
task of befittingly playing their part 
in the enactment of this superb 
Drama whose theme is no Jess than 
the spiritual conquest of the world." 

-NAPQNAL PROJfX:TS COMMl'I"I'EI 

Calendar 
MARCH 2, 19 DAY FEAST, 'Ala' 
(Loftiness) 
MARCH 2 THROUGH MARCH 20, 
FAST. 

"The fasting period .. , involves 
complete abstention from food and 
drink from sunrise till sunset. It is 
essentially a period of meditation 
and prayer, of spiritual recupera~ 
tion, during which the believer must 
strive to make the necessary ad
justments in his inner life, and to 
refresh and reinvigorate the spiri
tual forces latent in his soul. Its 
significance and purpose are, there. 
fore, fundamentally spiritual in 
character: FastiBg is symbolic, and 
a reminder of abstinence from self
ish and -carnal desires." (Procedure, 
p.6) 

MARCH 21, NAW-RUZ (New Year) 
Holy Day on which work should 

be suspended. !Uso 19 Day Feast 
of Baha (Splendor). 
NSA MEETINGS 

March 30-31, April 1, April 28 

In Memoriam 
Death proifereth unto every confident 

believer the cup that is life imleed. It 
bestoweth joy and is the beal"er of glad
ne-ss. It conferreth the gift of everlasting 
life. 

-BaU'u'llAh 
Mrs. Minnie Fox, MinneapGlis, Minn. 

Dec. t 1950 
Mr . .John W. Bates, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Dec. 15, 1950 
Miss Mary Fenn, San Diego, Calif. Sept. 

14, 1950 

Mrs. Judson M. Adams, New Haven, 
Conn. Jan. 11, 1951 

Mr. G. Elco Dickey, Oceanside, CaUf. 
Jan. 18, 1951 

Mr. Jack Kinsinger, Peoria, Ill. Jan. 20. 
1951 

Mr. J. H. Hughes, Birmingham, Ala . 
Dec. 17, 1950 

Mr. Robert H. Thiess, LQS Angeles, Calif. 
Feb. 4, 1951 

Mrs. Eveline Gustafson, Albuquerque, 
N. M. Nov. 10, 1950 



Latin American News 
Reports are being received ot 

m any outstanding celebrations of 
World Religion Day thro1.tghout the 
20 Republics of Latin America and 
the colonies of the Caribbean. 

San Juan, Puerto Rico, where 
Mrs. Frances B. Stewart, Dr. Edris 
Rice-Wray and Antonio Bonilla 
have been working, had a most out~ 
standing program attended by ap
proximately 250 people. A voice 
from behind a curtain read a short 
accolmt of the Prophet, His Ibooks. 
His essential teachings and hii ef
fect on His times. Between each era 
there was a 3 or 4 minute musical 
interlude, which was very effective. 
Many stated afterward that it was 
the first time that progressive rev
elation had become really clear to 
them. Twenty-one new people signed 
cards expressing their desire to 
learn more of the Baha'l Faith. The 
program required exactly one hour 
to present. It was cut then to half 
hour length and presented over the 
radio the same week. 

A happy letter has come from the 
Assembly of La Paz, Bolivia, where 
60 guests attended their World Re
ligion Day and five of the friends 
took part in offering an excellent 
program. Splendid publicity was re
ceived as one of the outstanding edi
tors attended the program and 
wrote a report of it afterward for 
his paper. 

The Assembly of San Salvador re
ports that 50 attended a fine pro
gram at their center on World 
Religion Day. Guests were a ttr acted 
through each BahO.'l undertaking to. 
bring his friends with him. The 
Teaching Committee had prepared 
a thought provoking program with 
progressive revelation as its basis, 
culminating in universal religion. A 
well organized Youth Group of 
young University students, and an 
excellent editorial in a leading news
paper are among the laurels recent
ly gained here. 

Particularly successful World Re
ligion Day programs have been re
ported in Guatemala City, Guate
mala; Havana, Cuba; PuebJa and 
Mexico City, Mexicoj IUontevideo, 
Uruguay; Pori-au-Prince, Haiti; 
Guayaquil and Quito, Ecuador, 
(where four new members have just 
been accepted); Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, (where three new members 
have just been accepted); and in 

Managua, Nicaragua. 
A novel means of attracting new 

contacts is being tried out in CaUao, 
goal city of Peru. A roof garden con
nected with the apartments of Miss 
Eve Nicklin and Mr. and Mrs. David 
Beckett, has 'been arranged as a 
shuffleboard court and a game of 
darts also set up. Here friends are 
welcomed for a social hour each 
Sunday afternoon. Baha'i meetings 
are also held in this roof garden. 

Sao Paulo, Brazil, reports the sud· 
den passing of their "most loving 
Baha'i" and tells us that as a direct 
result of the beauty of her life and 
death, her husband has declared his 
faith and wishes to enter the Cause. 
Her daughter and son-in-law also 
had recently entered this commu
nity. 

Valparaiso1 Chile, where Gwenne 
Sholtis recently arrived to help the 
assembly, has just welcomed three 
new members and received a beau
tiful center to use for their meet
ings. Eduardo G<>nzalez of Guaya
quil, Ecuador, is en route to Chile to 
help the assemblies of Vina del Mar 
and Punta Arenas. The urgent probe 
lem of finding A suitable center in 
Asuncion, Paraguay, and Monte
video, Uruguay, has also been hap
pily solved, and classes of new stu
dents are under way, Public work, 
up to the Fast season, has been the 
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keynote everywhere. 
In Jamaica, Ruhaniyyih Ruth 

Moffett gave 45 lectures during the 
four weeks she was in Kingston. 
Some members of Queen Victoria's 
military band played at the opening 
reception and first lecture. There 
were from 75 to 140 present each 
night for 18 nights. The pioneer, Dr. 
Malcolm King, and the local spirit· 
ual assembly cooperated in making 
possible this series. 

Marriages 
Topeka, Kansas, Miss F'ern Latimer to 

Dr. Scott H. Howard, October 21, 1950 
San Mateo, California, Miss Ellen Dahl

berg (non-Baha'i) to Jack D. Zahl, De· 
cember 27, 1950 

Ann Arbor, Michigan, Mrs. Elinore 
Gregory to Mr. Robert :J. Wolff, De
cember 23, 1950 

. Miami. Fla., Mrs. Carolyn Cooper to Mr. 
Allen Dew (non-Baha'i) (date not re
ported) 

Royal Oak, Mich., Miss Louise Rice to 
Mr, John Eddy (date not reported) 

Dearborn, Mich., Miss Joanne McFadden 
to Mr. Rozier Smith (non·Baha'i) (date 
not reported) 

Chicago, Illinois, Miss Agnes Mosley to 
Mr. Harry McNamer November 5, 1950 

Chicago, Illinois, Miss Narrine Kluge to 
Mr. Ronald Rohloff (m)n· Bah~' 1) No· 
vember 11, 1950 

Albuquerque, New Mexico, Miss Mabelle 
Matthews to Mr. W. H. Midgley (non· 
Baha'i) (date not reported) 

Miami, Florida, Mrs. Selma Bosley to 
Mr, Fred Bird (non-Bah~' i) (date not 
reported) 

Bahi.'is from La Paz a.t a South American Institute, November 2t-December I. 
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Panama. friends in tbeir Center where the first meeting of tbe central Amerlcan 
National Assembly is scbedilled for AprU. Panama CUy will be host to the 1951 

Convention and School. 

Directory Additions 
and Changes 

Area National TeachiDC Committees: 
SOUTHERN STATES, EASTERN DIV. 

Mrs. Ethel Crane, See'y. 
Lake Shore Trailer Park 
Rt. 3, Box 513 
Orlando, Fla,. 

Regional TeachiDg Committees: 
LA., MISS. 

Miss Emmy Lou Patton, Chm. 
Mrs. Stevie Flinn, See'y. 
724 Wingfield 
Jackson, Miss. 

Local Spiritua.] Assemblies: 

INDEPENDENCE, MO. 
Mrs. Olivia Kelsey, Sec'y, 
c/o Mrs. P. McDonald 
ll000~ Winner Rd. 

MAUl, T. H. 
Mrs. Lillian Chow,-Sec'y. 
Box 78 
Wailuku. Maw, T. H. 

PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 
Mrs. Lillian Beevers, Sec·y. 
1628 Islington st. 

Summer School Committees: 
Geyserville School Program Com.: 

Miss Virginia Breaks, See'y_ 
2053 Princeton St. 
Palo Alto, Calif. 

Baha'is of Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican RepubJic, welcome Mrs. Frances Stewart. 

Speaker's Aid. 
Tip fOT Fireside Discussion.: 

I<He has occasional flashes of si~ 
lence that make his conversation 
perfectly delightful." (Sidney Smith) 

On Speaking 
Do not convert a minnow of 

thought in to a whale of sound. 
(Frederick Sullens) 

At the International Peace Society 
Conference at Lake Mohonk, N. Y., 
in 1912, 'Abdu'l-Baha observed with 
interest a speaker who became very 
excited and hammered the table 
with his fists while shouting at the 
top of his voice. Later 'Abdu'\-Baha 
said: "There are times when a 
speaker should raise his voice in 
order to emphasize his point. There 
are times when he should speak low, 
and at times he should smile. Ges
tures must harmonize with the char~ 
acter of words." (Star of West, Sept, 
1928, p. 181) 
Seasoning: • • • 

1. Conscience is the still, small 
voice inside that makes you feel 
still smaller. 

2. Tact is the ability to describe 
others as they see themselves. 

(Abraham Lincoln) 
3. 'Abdu'l.Bahit, on observing the 

huge whale at the Museum of Natu
ral History in New York, said with a 
chuckle: uHe could hold seventy 
Jonahs." (StaT of West, Sept. 8, 
1921, p. 172) 

What 10 a Good Man? 
"The bad man is the man who, no 

matter how good he has been, is 
beginning to deteriorate. to grow less 
good. The good man is the man who, 
no matter how morally Wlworthy he 
has been, is moving to become bet
ter. Such a conception makes one 
severe in judging himself and hu
mane in judging others," 

(John Dewey; Reconstruction of 
Philosopny, p. 171) 

• • • 
Why SpeakeTs Should Woo 
Cheerfulness: 

"Joy gives us wings. In times of 
joy our strength is more vital, our 
intellect keener .... But when sad~ 
ness visits us our strength leaves 
us. " 

(Wisdom of 'Ahdu'l-Baha, p. 100) 
Prescription for Living: 

(5 year old boy repeats his ver
sion of the 23rd Psalm) "The Lord 
is my shepherd, that's all I want." 

(William Sea rs) 



Living the BaM'. Life: 
Bringing Peaee 

Consider the heedlessness of the 
world, for notwithstanding the ef
forts and sufferings of the prophets 
of God, the nations and peoples are 
still engaged in hostility and fight
ing. Notwithstanding the heavenly 
commandments to love one an~ 

other, they are still shedding each 
other's blood. How heedless and ig
norant are the people of the world! 
How gross the darkness which en
velops them! Although they are the 
children of a compassionate God, 
they continue to live and act in op
position to his will and good pleasure. 
God is loving and kind to all men, 
and yet they show the utmost enmity 
and hatred toward each other. God 
is the giver of life to them, and yet 
they constantly seek to destroy life. 
God blesses and protects their 
homes; they rage, sack, and de
stroy each other's homes. Consider 
their ignorance and heedlessness! 

Your duty is of another kind, for 
you are informed of the mysteries 
of God. Your eyes are illumined, 
your ears are quickened with hear
ing. You must therefore look toward 
each other and then toward mankind 
with the utmost love and kindness. 
You have no excuse to bring be
fore God i1 you fail to Ii ve according 
to His commandments and precepts, 
You must therefore be kind to all 
men; you must treat even your en
emies as your friends. You must 
consider your evil-wishers as your 
well-wishers. Those who are not 
agreeable toward you must be 
regarded as those who are congenial 
and pleasant; so that perchance this 
darkness of disagreement and con· 
flict may disappear from amongst 
men and the light of the Divine may 
shine forth; so that the Orient may 
be illumined and the Occident filled 
with 'fragrance; nay. so that me 
east and west may embrace each 
other- in love and deal with one an
other in sympathy and affection. Un
til man reaches this high statioa, 
the world of humanity shall not find 
rest. and eterna 1 feUci ty shall not 
be attained. But if man lives up to 
these divine commandments, this 
world of earth shall be transformed 
into the world of heaven and this 
material sphere shall be converted 
into· a paradise of glory, It is my 
hope that you may become success-

BAHA'i NEWS 

The Phoenix. Arlzo-na. display which made use of the Life Magazine arlicle. 

ful in this high calling, so that like 
brilliant lamps you may cast light 
upon the world of humanity and 
quicken and stir the body of exist
ence like unto a spirit of life. This 
is eternal glory. This is everlasting 
felicity, This is im mortal life. This 
is heavenly attainment. This is be
ing created in the image and like
ness of God. And lUlto this I call 
you, praying to God to strengthen 
and bless you. 

-'ABDu'L-BAHA PUP p. 466 

Nothing whatever can, in this Day. 
inflict a greater harm upon this 
Cause than dissension and strife, 
contention. estrangement and apathy 
among the Javed ones of God. 

-BAH.A'U'UAH 

Baha'i Addresses 

Na tiona! Office: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette. 
ntinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue. Wiln:1ette, 
Illinois. 

Make Cheeks Payable to: 
National Daba'( F'lmd 

Baba'i Publishing Committee: 
119 Linden A venue, Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Make checks for books and pamph
lets payable to: 

Babi'( PablisbiD~ Commillee 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
307 South Prairie 
Cbampaign, illinois. 

A portion of the World Religion Day audience at Phoenix, ArizoDa. 

9 
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European Teaching Ncws 
The second Inter-Scandinavian 

Regional Conference was held in 
Oslo the latter part of January. 
These Conferences are proving very 
valuable in developing closer coop
eration in the teaching, translating 
and publishing work of the three 
Scandinavian cowltries. 

For the first time this year, World 
Religion Day was celebrated in sev
eral of the European Goal countries 
with heartening "attendance. 

The 1951 European Teaching Con
ference and Summer School will be 
held in Rome from August 31 to 
September 10-- a longer period at 
the special request of the Guardian, 

Isobel Locke is in Amsterdam to 
assist in the teaching work in Hol
I and for the next two or three 
months. 

Nancy Gates is returning to the 
European teaching field in June, 
and Donald Corbin in August. 

The Local Baha'i Bulletin pub
lished by the Brussels Spiritual As· 
sembly reflects the intensive activ· 
ity of that commWlity. Its regular 
monthly appearance (since June 
1950), its high standard ami excel
lent translati.ns from the Holy Writ
ings stand as proof of the spiritual 
capacity and maturity of this young 
community. 

-EUROPEAN TEACmNG COMMlT'I'EE 

Ihvp. You Participated 
in. Nation-wide Survey? 

In order to complete their nation
wide survey before tile end of this 
Baha'i year, the National Commit
tee of Baha'i Service for the Blind 
needs to hear from all LSA's and 
RTC's who have mlind Baha'is in 
their communities or regions. The 
Committee wishes to thank the 
many who have already answered 
and who have publicized the work 
for the blind in their bulletins Or at 
their public meetings, but until all 
have responded, the survey is jn
complete. 

-BAHA'i S~VlCE FOR THE BLIND 

616 North Oxford Avenue 
Los Angeles 4, California 

Martyrdom of the B3b 
The Cleveland Community ob

served the Anniversary commemo
rating the Martyrdom of the Bab 
with a talk, "Brotherhood and World 
Unity" by Mrs, Jean Goldfarb of San
dusky, Ohio, The talk dealt with the 
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actual martyrdom of the Bab in Ta
briz, His message to the people and 
His position in Baha'i religious his
tory, The talk then took up the prin
ciples of brotherhood and unity as 
expounded by the Bab, touched on 
the observance of Brotherhood Week 
and then described the various ra
cial theories prevalent today. Each 
one was disproved. The need for 
world federation was stressed and 
the necessity of abolishing preju
dices before such federation could 
be accomplished. Religion was noted 
to be the only practical means of 
abolishing such prejudices with the 
Baha'i Faith's "oneness of man
kind" principle the factor which 
makes it the only means today of 
doing away with prejudice. The 
speech summed up with a brief ex
planation of the principles of the 
Baha'i Faith, which has no brother· 
hood problem, ~ 

This talk was received most eag
erly by approximately 40 persons. 
Music was provided by Mrs. Pau
line Thorson. Coleman Lewis pre· 
sided. 

Pennsylvania Regional Holds 
Winter School Session 

For nine days, isolated believers, 
groups and assemblies in Permsyl
vania had a chance to attend the 
winter schClol session spcnsored by 
the Regional Teaching Committee. 
From December 24th through Janu
ary 1stt 14 classes, three firesides. 
and one book review were held at 
the Sears residence, 4643 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia, 

Classes held each day throughout 
the sessien included; 

PERSONALITY AND CHARACTER 
Genevieve Coy 

PRAYER AND MEDITATION 
Hazel Langrell 

THE BAB, BAHA'U'LLAH AND 
'ABDU'L-BAHA 
William Se ar s 

167 different people attended the 
sessions, '28 of whom were not 
Baha'is. The Regional Teaching 
Committee served 200 meals. 

Typical comments were, HI have 
derived a fresh impetus to rededi
cate myself to more active service 
in the Faith and to try .to put into 
practice what I learned." and "On 
your program you had promised: 
Fellowship - Study - BaM'j Living_ 
We had all three, The fellowship 
among the believers and with the 

non Baha'is truly expressed wha t 
true brotherhood can be and why we 
must 'be even as one soul.' " 

As a direct result of a non-Baha'i 
contact at the winter school session, 
William Sears, Sr. was invited to 
speak at the Vaux J1U1ior High 
School in Philadelphia to a class of 
80 pupils and .5 teachers and also to 
the Auditorium Session of 1300 stu
dents and 40 teachers. His talk was 
directly on the Baha'i World Faith, 

The response of the Pennsylvania 
friends has led the Regional Teach
ing Com mi ttee to plan a two weeks 
summer institute for July. Classes, 
recreation, and public meetings will 
accompany the institute. 

Contributions from Assemblies 
for thc Month of January, 1951 

Alaska - Anchorage. Arizona - Nortb 
Phoenix, Phoenix, Tucson. Arkansas
Eureka Srings, Little Rock. Ca.Ufornla
Alhambra, Berkeley, Beverly Hills, Bur
bank, B'LU'lingame, EI Monte Twp .• Es· 
condido Twp., Fresno, Glendale, Inglea 
wood, Long Beach, Los Anreles, Mona 
rovia, Oakland, Palo Alto, Pasadena, 
San Bernardino, San Diego, San Fran
cisco, San Mateo, Santa Barbara. Col
orado--Coloracio Springs, Denver. 

CoDnecticut-Greenwich. Hartford, New 
Haven. DeIaware--Wilmincton, Dist. 01 
Celumbia - Washington. Florida
Jacksonville. Miami, St. Augustine. 
Georgia - Atlanta. Ha.waii - Henolulu. 
MauL Idaho-Ada Cowntry, Boise. llIf... 
btNs-Batavia. Champaign, Chicago, Dan· 
ville. Evanston, Mayweod, Oak Park. 
Peoria, Springfield, Urbana, Wilmette, 
Winnetka. Indiana -Indianapolis, Fort 
Wayne, South Bend.. 

Iowa-Cedar Rapids. Waterloo, Kan
sas--Topeka. Louisiana-New Orleans. 
Ma.ine--EUot, Portland. Ma.rylaDd.-Balti
more. Massacbusetts-Beverly, BOstOD, 
Brookline, Springfield, Wercester. Michl
gao-Ann Arbor, Detroit, Flint, Grand 
Rapids, LansiHg, Muskegon. MinneSMa
Duluth. Minneapolis, St. Paul. Missouri
Independence. Kansas City, St. Louis. 
Montana-Great Falls. 

Nebr~ka - Macy. Omaha. Nevad.a.
Reno. New Hampshire-Portsmouth. New 
Jersey-Dumont, East Orange., Jersey 
City. Montclair. Newark, Ridgewood, 
Teaneck. New Mexico--Albuquerque. New 
York-Binghamton. Buffalo, Geneva. 
Hamburg, Jamestown, Mount Ve!"llon. 
New York. Rochester, Syracuse. Yonkers. 
NOrth CaroUna.-Greensboro. North Da· 
kota.-Fargo. Ohio-Cincinnati, Cleveland. 
Columbus, Dayton, East Cleveland, Lima, 
Toledo. Oklahoma-Oklahoma City. 

Oregon-Portland. PeDDSylvania-Phil· 
adelphia, Scranton, west Chester. Rhode 
Island - Providence. South Carolina.-



Greenville, Columbia. Soutb Dakota -
Sioux Falls. Tennessee-Memphis. Nash· 
ville. Texas-Houston, San Antonio. Utah 
-Salt Lake City. Vermont-Brattleboro. 
Virginia-Alexandria, Arlington. Wash
iDKton - Kirkland, Monroe. Richmond 
Highlands, Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma. 

West Vtrglnla-Charleston. Wisoonsln
Kenosha. Madison. Milwaukee, Racine, 
Shorewood, Somers Twp. Wauwatosa. 
WyomiDl:'-Laramie. 

Number of Assemblies ............. 167 
Assemblies contributing ............ 146 
Assemblies not contributing ........ 21 
Groups contributing .......... 68 
Individuals contributing ............ 273 

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Baha'i Assembly of Adelaide, S. A.; 

Baha'i Children's Class of Lakewood, 
N. Y.; Baha'i Children's Class of Fresno, 
Cali1.; Baha'i Children of Prince Georges 
Co., Md. 

NOT PREVIOUSLY LISTED: 
Mt. Vernon. N.Y. (Dec.); Columbia. 

S. C. (Dec.). 

Memorial Gifts for the 
Month of Jannary, 1951 

A.. Mrs. Joseph Adams, Margaret Aker. 
B. Margaret Beinecke, Mrs. Ida L. 

Bowman. 
C. Mr. and Mrs. John Cira. L. W. 

Clark, Benjamin Crawford. 
D. German Elco Dickey, George Duni· 

too. 
G. Mrs. Leora Gail, Carl Gibis, Mar· 

guerite Gibis,. Gustav Giulio, Dr. Thomas 
H. Greenway, John Griewank. 

R. Charles Freeborn Haney, Lena C. 
Hilke, Emilie W. Hilbnann, Karl G. Hill· 
man, George S. Hopper, Mary Helen 
Sweet Hopper. 

K... .John Archie Kappes, Lillian F. Kap· 
pes.. Sophia Kappes, Mrs. 'Ali Kuli Kh'n, 
Saffa Kinney, Jack Kinsinger. 

L. Donald W. Lear, Mrs. Lorol Luther. 
M. Gale Marsolais, Ella J. Meissner, 

John Moebn. Wilhelmina Moehn, Mrs. 
Mary Rumsey Movius. 

Mae. Kaukab MacCutcheon. 
N. Edward Neall, Elrna NealL 
P. Mrs. Bertha Peterson, Master Clar· 

eDce S. puza. . 
R. Thomas Ray, Mrs. Mary M. Rezy. 

Manuel E. Rionda. Mr. and Mrs. Wm. P. 
Ripley. 

S. Augustus T. Sawyer, O. Benton 
Sbafer. Mr. Stenson, Alcide J. St. Laur· 
end, Joan Svendsen. 

W. Evelyn Watson, Hallie Watson, AI· 
bert Harry Wheeler, Mrs. Anna M. White, 
Amelia B. Willard. D. Seymour Willard, 
Maury Willows, Sarah Sbeffield Windust, 
Elizabeth Matilda Withers. 

Enrollments 
Enrollments reported by 
Local Spiritual AssembUes: 

CALIF., Beverly Hills I, Burlingame 
I, Los Angeles 3; DEL., Wilmington 1; 
DIST. OF COLUMBIA 1; MICH., De
troit 3, Flint 2; omo, Cleveland 2, 
Dayton 1; WASH., Sealtle 2; WIS" Mil-
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Temple progress picture taken February 6t 1951. ThIs view shows the metal work 
erected for one of the dropped ceilings in tbe alcoves on the m.a.iD Door. 

waukee 2: YOUTH 7 
Enrollments reported by 
RegionaJ Teaching Cornrnu.t.ees: 

NORTHEASTERN STATES 
New Jersey 1 
Mass., R.I., Vt. "5 

CENTRAL STATES 
Mich. 1 
Ill .• Iowa 2 

WESTERN STATES 
Alaska 5 
No. Calif., Nev. 2 
YOUTH 5 

TOTALS: Adult, 35; Youth 12 

Radio Committee 
In the radio script, "The Martyr

Prophet of a World Faith," there is 
an error in the first paragraph. It 
states that the eyes of the Bab were 
blue. This paragraph should be cor
rected to read as follows: 

HHe seemed so young to die, 
barely thirty. 

"His eyes were confident. He was 
handsome, gentle. Could He possi
bly he guilty of the shocking crime 
of which He was accused?" 

Any Baha'is having copies of this 
script should make the above 
changes. 

Be patient under all conditions, and 
place your whole trust and confi
dence in God. -BOO'U'LLAH 

The Gnardian On 
National Conventions 

Consultation and Baha'i 
. Elections 

(Co-ncluded from Februa'1f News) 

6. The Guardian wishes the NSA to 
remind. and make it quite clear to, 
the believers in that land that the 
supreme body in the U ni ted States 
and Canada, whose privilege and 
function is to lay down, amend and 
abrogate the administrative princi
ples of the Faith with the approval 
of the Guardian, is not the Conven
tion, however representative it may 
be, but the NSA. On the other hand, 
it is the sacred obligation and the 
primary function of the National As
sembly not to restrict under any 
circumstances the freedom of the 
assembled delegates, whose twofold 
function is to elect their national 
representa tives and to submit to 
them any recommendations they 
may feel inclined to make. The func~ 
tion of the Convention is purely ad
visory and though the advice it gives 
is not binding in its effect on tho::;e 
on whom rest the final decision in 
purely administrative matters, yet, 
the utmost caution and care should 
be exercised lest anytbing should 
ha m per the delegates in the full and 
free exercise of their function In 
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discharging this sacred function no 
influence whatever, no pressure 
from any quarter, even though it be 
from the National Assembly, should 
under any circumstances affect their 
views or restrict their freedom. The 
delegates must be wholly independ
ent of any administrative agency. 
must approach their task with abso
lute detachment and must concen
trate their attention on the most im
portant and pressing issues. 

The Guardian believes that the 
right to elect the chairman and the 
secretary of the Convention should 
be vested in the assembled dele
gates lest any objection be raised 
that the members of the outgoing 
National Assembly are seeking to 
direct the course of the discussion 
in a manner that would be condu
cive to their own personal interests. 
The National Assembly ~ however. 
must at all times vigilantly uphold, 
defend, justify and enforce the pro
visions of the Declaration of Trust 
and By·Laws which are binding on 
the Convention no less than on them· 
selves. The NSA has the right to Jay 
down, enforce and interpret the Na
tional Constitution of the Baha'is in 
that land. It cannot, if it wishes to 
remain faithful to that Constitution, 
lay down any regulations, however 
secondary in character, that would 
in the least hamper the unrestricted 
liberty of the delegates to advise and 
elect those whom they feel best com
bine the necessary qualifications for 
membership of so exalted a body. 

Non..delegates, however, according 
to the Guardian's considered opin
ion, should not Ibe given the right to 
intervene directly during the ses
sions of the Convention. Only 
through an accredited delegate they 
should be given indirectly the 
chance to voice their sentiments and 
to participate in the deliberations of 
the Convention. Much confusion and 
complications must inevitably result 
in the days to come, if such a re
striction be not imposed on a gather
ing which is primarily intended for 
the accredited delegates of the 
Baha'i communities. Bearing this re
striction in mind, it is the duty of the 
NSA to devise ways and means 
which would enable them to obtain 
valuable suggestions, not only from 
the total number of the elected dele
gates, but from as large a body of 
their fellow-workers as is humanly 
possible. 

Shoghi Effendi has not departed 
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from any established Administrative 
principle. He feels he has neither 
curtailed the legislative authority of 
the NSA nor invested the Conven
tion with undue powers enabling it 
to rival or supersede those whom it 
has to elect. What the Guardian js 
ajrning at is to remind the friends, 
more fully than ,before, of the two 
cardinal principles of Baha'i Admin
istration, namely, the supreme and 
unchallengeable authority of the NSA 
in national affairs working within 
the limits imposed by the Declara
tion of Trust and By-Laws, and the 
untrammelled freedom of the Con
vention delegates to advise, deliber· 
ate on the actions, and appoint suc
cessors of their National Assembly. 
The Guardian is confident that you 
will elucidate and give the widest 
publicity to these already estab
li shed principles, upon which the 
progress, the unity and welfare of 
Baha'i administrative institutions 
must ultimately depend. (Baha'i 
Procedure, p. P2) 

7. Concerning the status, rights 
and prerogatives of the Annual 
Baha'i Convention, the Guardian 
wishes to make it quite clear to all 
the believers that this annual meet~ 
ing of the delegates is by no means 
a continuous consultative body all 
through the year; that its twofold 
function of electing the body of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, and of 
offering any constructive sugges
tions in regard to the general ad
ministration of the Cause is limited 
to a definite period; and that con
sequently the opinion current among 
some of the believers that the dele
gates are to serve as a consultative 
body throughout the year is at vari
ance with the funda mental, though 
as yet tulspecified, principles under
lying the Administration. Shoghi Ef
fendi firmly 'believes that consulta
tion must be maintained between the 
NSA and the entire body of the be
lievers, and that such consultation, 
while the Convention is not in ses
sion, can best be maintained through 
the agency of the local Assemblies, 
one of whose es sential functions is 
to act as intermediaries between the 
local communities. and their national 
representatives. The main purpose 
of the Nineteen Day Feasts is to en~ 
able individual believers to offer any 
suggestion to the local Assembly 
which in its turn will pass it to the 

NSA. The local Assem bly is, there
fore, the proper medium through 
which local Baha'i communities can 
communicate with the body of the 
national representatives. The Con. 
vention should be regarded as a 
temporary gathering, having certain 
specific functions to perform, dur~ 

ing a limited period of time. Its sta
tus is thus limited in time to the 
Convention sessions, the function of 
consultation at all other times be
ing vested in the entire body of the 
believers through the local Spiritual 
Assemblies. (BaM'. Procedure, p. 84) 

8. I wish to affirm without the 
least hesitation or ambiguity that 
the annual convention is not to he 
regarded as a body entitled to exer~ 
cise functions similar to those which 
an ordinary parliament possesses 
under a democratic form of govern
ment. The administrative order 
which lies embedded in the Teach
ing of BaM'u'llah, and which the 
American believers have cham~ 

pioned and are now esta bUshing, 
should, under no circumstances, be 
identified with the principles under
lying present-day democracies_ Nor 
is it identical with any purely aristo
cratic or autocratic form of govern
ment. The objectionable features in
herent in each of these p'olitical sys
tems are entirely avoided. It blends, 
as no system of human polity has 
as yet achieved, those salutary 
truths and beneficial elements which 
constitute the valuable contributions 
which each of these forms of govern
ment have made to society in the 
past. Consultation, frank and WIfet
tered, is the bedrock: of this unique 
order. Authority is concentrated in 
the hands of the elected members 
of the National Assembly .. Power 
and initiative are primarily vested 
in the entire body of the believers 
acting through their local represent~ 
atives. To generate those forces 
which must give birth to the body 
of their national administrators, and 
to confer, freely and fully and at 
fixed intervals, with botb the incom
ing and outgoing national Assem
blies, are the twofold functions, the 
supreme responsibility and sole pre~ 
rogative of the delegates assemhled 
in Convention. Nothing short of close 
and constant interaction between 
these various organs of Baha'i ad
ministration can ·enable it to fulfill 
its high destiny. (Baha'i Procedure, 
p. 85) 



9. Concerning the So ta tus of mem
bers of the NSA at Convention ses
sions, the Guardian feels that the 
members both of the incoming and 
outgoing Assemblies should be given 
the full right to participate in the 
Convention discussions. Those mem
bers of the NSA who have been 
elected delegates will, in addition to 
the right of participation, be entitled 
10 vote. The Guardian wishes there
by to render more effective the de
liberations and recommendations of 
the national representatives. He 
feels that the exercise of such a 
right by the members of the NSA 
will enable them to consult more 
fully with the assembled dele
gates, to exchange fully and frankly 
with them their views, and to con
sider collectively the interests, needs 
and requirements of the Cause. This 
he believes is one of the primary 
functions of the Convention. (Bah,Pf 
PTocedure, p. 85) 

10. I feel that reference to person· 
alities before the election would give 
rise to misunderstanding and dif
ferences. What the friends should 
do is to get thoroughly acquainted 
with one another, to exchange views, 
to mix freely and discuss among 
themselves the requirements and 
qualifications for such a member· 
ship without reference or applica
tion. however indirect, to particular 
individuals. We should refrain from 
influencing the opinion of others, of 
canvassing for any particular indi· 
vidual, but should stress the neces~ 
sity of getting fully acquainted with 
the qualifications of membership re
ferred to in our Beloved's Tablets 
and of learning more about one an
other through direct, personal ex
perience rather than througb the re
ports and opinions of our friends. 
(Baha'i Procedure, p. 48) 

11. There is no objection in prin· 
ciple to an Assembly being reelect· 
ed whether in toto or in part, pro-
vided the members a re considered 
to be well-qualified for that post. It 
is individual merit that counts. 
Novelty, or the mere act of renewal 
of elections, are purely secondary 
considerations. Chan ges in As
sembly membership would be wel
come so far as they do not prej
udice the quality of such member
ship. Once Assembly elections are 
over, the results should be consci
entiously and unquestionably accept-
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ed by the entire body of the be
lievers, not necessarill' because they 
represent the Voice of Truth, or the 
Will of Baha'u'llah, but for the suo 
preme purpose of maintaining unity 
and harmony in the community. 
(Bahli·i Procedure, p. 49) 

12. Concerning the question of re
ius al by certain believers to accept 
election to an administrative post: 
the Guardian strongly feels that 
criticism, opposition, or confusion do 
not provide sufficient grounds for 
either refusal or resignation. Only 
cases of physical or men tal inca· 
pacity, which, by their very nature, 
are extremely rare, constitute valid 
reasons for such an act. The dif
ficulties and tests involved in the 
acceptance of administrative posts, 
far from inducing the believers to 
dissociate themselves from the work 
of the Cause, should spur them on 
to greater exertions and to a more 
active participation in the privileged 
task of resolving the problems that 
confront the Baha', community. Only 
in cases where individual believers, 
without any valid reason, deliberate
ly refuse the repeated exhortations, 
pleas and warnings addressed to 
them by their Assemblies, should 
action be taken in removing them 
from the voting list. This is a me as~ 
ure designed to sustain the institu
tions of the Faith at the present 
time, and to insure that the abili· 
ties and talents ·of its. as yet} limited 
number of supporters are properly 
consecrated to its· service. The be
lievers, for the sake of the Cause, 
now in the period of its infancy, 
should accept their duties in a spirit 
of self-sacrifice, and should ,be ani
mated by the desire to uphold the 
verdict of the electorate, and to lend 
their share of assistance, however 
difficult the circumstances, to the 
effective administration of the af
fairs of the Faith. 

The same sanction should apply 
to those who persistently refuse to 
dissociate themselves from political 
and ecclesiastical activities. This 
is a general principle which is being 
maintained throughout the Baha'i 
world, and the believers throughout 
the East are already aware of the 
absolute necessity of refusing any 
political or Moslem ecclesiastical uf
fice. (.4nnun/ Reports 1941-1942. 
p. 14) 

13 

13. I desire to remind believers of 
the necessity for unconditional ac
ceptance of whatever position and 
duties may be assigned them by 
delegates and National Assembly. I 
deprecate all refusals of candida
ture. 

(Bahci'i ProcecluTe, p. 8) 

14. Institutions that are entirely 
managed by Baha'is are, for reas
ons that are only too obvious, under 
the obligation of enforcing all the 
laws and ordinances Of the Faith, 
especially those whose observance 
constitutes a matter of conscience. 

(Bahd'i Procedure, p. 70) 

15. But let us all remember? in 
this connection, that prior to every 
conceivable measure destined to 
raise the efficiency of our admini
strative activities, more vital than 
any scheme which the most re
sourceful amongst us can devise, far 
above the most elaborate structure 
which the concerted efforts of organ
ized Assemblies can hope to raise, 
is the realization down in the inner· 
most heart of every true believer of 
the regenerating power, the supreme 
necessity, the unfailing efficacy of 
the Message he bears. I assure you, 
dear friends, that nothing short of 
such an immovable conviction could 
have in days past enabled our be
loved Cause to weather the blackest 
storms in its history. Naught else 
can today vitalize the manifold ac
tivities in which unnumbered discip
les of the Faith are engaged; naught 
else can provide that driving force 
and sustaining power that are both 
so essential to the success of vast 
and enduring achievements. It is this 
spirit that above all else we shouJd 
sedulously guard, and strive with all 
our might to fortify and exemplify 
in all our undertakings. 

(Baha'i Administration, p. 102) 

Many residents of Helsinki, Finland, are 
hea..ring of the Faith in lhis apartment 
of Miss Elsa Vento, pioneer settler from 

Canada. 
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Around the Baha'i World 

BRITISII ISLES 
The British NSA, on the advice 

of the Guardian, is endeavoring t 

through "utmost economy" and 
through consultation with local com
munities as to ways and means, to 
reduce their deficit. The following 
are a few of the suggestions given 
by individual members to the Na
tional Treasurer on his tour of the 
local communities, as published in 
the Baha'i Journal: 
~'Reduce the number of public 
meetings and increase personal 
teaching work." 
"Finance Committee composed of 
non-NSA members should be ap
pointed to look into and restrict 
expenditure. t' 
"National Fund expenditure ought 
to be itemized in regularly pro
vided information." 
"If there h as been economy in 
spending of funds the fact has not 
been made known sufficiently. ,. 
"Form a habit of saving." 
uNew members of the Faith should 
be made aware of their responsi
bility towards the Fund." 
"We should all pray that the ac
tions requiring expenditure of 
money are the right ones." 
The Journal reports that a number 

of the suggestions have already been 
acted upon by the National Assem
bly. 

Mother George 
Mrs. Florence George passed 

away on November 4 at the age of 
91. The Guardian cabled: 

HGrieved passing distinguished in
defatigable promoter Faith ardently 
supplicating . progress soul Abha 
Kingdom her notable meritorious 
services unforgettable." 

Extracts from a tribute to her 
published in the Journal follow: 

"Mrs. George was proud of the 
distinction 'Mother' bestowed on her 
by 'Abdu'I-Baha. Sbe liked to speak 
of her pBgrimage to Haifa, of 
'Aobdu'l-Baha's personal care that the 
individual needs of the pilgrims were 
provided for; of how He taught hu
mility to the ostentatious and raised 
to dignity the self-abased. 

UMother George was proud, too, 
that she had been instrumental in 
making known the Faith to Dr. Es
slemont." 

Lotfullah I1akim 
The Guardiian has cabled the Brit

ish NSA to arrange departure for 
Haifa of Lotfullah Hakim "for 
necessary service." 

Exeerpts from a letter from the 
Guardian to Harry Andersen 

"The cardinal principle which we 
must follow (in connection with your 
questions) is obedience to the Gov~ 
ernment prevailing in any land in 
which we reside .... 

"We see, therefore, that we must 
do two things - shun politics like 
the plague, and be obedient to the 
Government in power in the place 
where we reside .... We must obey 
in all cases except where a spiritual 
principle is involved, such as deny
ing our Faith. For these spiritual 
principles we must be willing to die. 
What we Baha'is must face is the 
fact that society is disintegratm.g so 
rapidly that moral issues which 
were clear a half century ago are 
now hopelessly confused and what is 
more, thoroughly mixed up with 
battling political interests. That is 
why the Baha'is must turn all their 
forces into the channel of building 
up the Baha'i Cause and its Admin
istration. They can neither change 
nor help the world in any other way 
at present. If they become involved 
in the issues the Governments of the 
world are struggling over, they will 
be lost. But if they build up the 
Baha') pattern they can offer it as 
a remedy when all else has failed. tt 

GERMANY 
The January Baha'i N achrichten 

tells of Regional meetings held at 
Wurtemberg, Baden, Hesse and Ess
lingen to bring to the Baha'is the liv
ing spirit of the Copenhagen Teach
ing Conference, the Esslingen Sum~ 
mer School, the Youth Summer 
SchOOl, and the spirit and aim of the 
Guardian's letter of June, 1950. 

Miss Bertha Matthiesen of the 
USA, who hefore the war had taught 
in Austria and Munich, has made a 
teaching trip including Innsbruck. 
Salzburg, and Vienna, and in Janu
ary was teaching in Munich. She lS 
working in close cooperation with 
the NTC. The NSA welcomes this 
assistance most cordially. 

Excerpt from a report given at the 
Fall Conference of B aha' i Youth held 
in Maulbronn, Wurttemberg. "Only 

the pure teachings as given by 
Baha'u'll1lh can lead humanity to the 
rich life which God intended for it." 
This must be often reiterated to the 
Youth. 

FINLAND 
In a letter to our NSA Miss Jose

phine Kruka gives an encouraging 
glimpse of the pioneer work being 
done in Helsinki, Finland. Sbe has 
recently returned to Havana. Cuba, 
but hopes to go ba ck to Finland in 
May. In the interim, Miss Elsa 
Vento, a Finland born Toronto 
Baha'i is carrying on the work with 
the "active, responsive" grouPt and 
Miss Kruka is in constant corre
spondence with them. The Faith has 
received fine publicity in Helsinki, 
one paper offering to print whatever 
is sent them on that subject. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BURMA 
Extracts from a letter from our 

Guardian to the Baha'is of India, 
Pakistan, and Burma 
Dear and valued co-workers: 

"The severe restrictions to which 
the dearly loved, IUghly devoted, 
long struggling Baha'i communities 
of India, Pakistan, and Burma have 
been subjected, the repeated set
backs they have suffered, the grave 
disturbances in the wake of which 
their manifold and meritorious acti
vities have been caught, evoke my 
heart-felt sympathy and arouse my 
deep concern. . . . Though the course 
of the Plan they spontaneously 
undertook has, of necessity, been 
affected by these cO':lstant vicissi
tudes and unexpected developments, 
their achievements, beyond the con~ 
fine s of their homeland, as well as 
in the publishing field ... constitute 
a memorable chapter in the history 
of the Faith in the sub-continent of 
India. 

"The translation and publication 
of 'The New Era' in more than 20 
languages in recent years, the plant
ing of the banner of the F ai th in the 
Island of Ceylon, the Republic of In
donesia and the Kingdom of Siam
though not originally an integral 
part of their Plan - has signalized 
the opening of a new epoch in the 
evolution of the "aith in South East
ern Asia, and has marked the for
mal association of the Indian, Paki
stani and Burmese believers with 
their brethren in Europe, America, 
Egypt and Persia, in carrying the 



torch of the Faith beyond the con
fines of their respective continents 
and countries, and in executing the 
1ast wishes of the Center of the Cove
nant so movingly expressed in His 
Will and Testament. 

I'The hour is indeed both pre. 
cious and propitious. The opportu
nity is glorious and will not recur in 
the lifetime of- this generation ... to 

Teaching (signed) SROOm 
Dr. Fozdar has commenced teach

ing at Singapore, where he has set
tled as a pioneer. He gave the Mess
age to 12 people on the steamer from 
Bombay to Singapore, has given 
talks to several groups and ta Iked 
individually with people of different 
shades of thought in Singapore, 
where the Cau.se was virtually un
known before his coming. 

The December insue of the U.S. 
Bah<!', Youth News tells of the in
tended depa rture in response to a 
cable from the Guardian of Jimmy 
Fozdar, son of Dr. and Mrs. Fozdar, 
lor Sarawak. North Bornev, where 
he will work to spread the Baha ij 
Faith. 

The NSA has issued a call to the 
women to come forward in greater 
nmnbers to serve the Cause in fields 
other than their home towns. 

Rangoon 
A report from Rangoon tells of the 

slow regathering of the Daidanaw 
friends in their village after their 
dispersal due to recent insurgent 
rising. One Baha'i was killed during 
the _ disturbances, one had his arm 
broken, all had their cattle and farm 
implements pillaged. But these re
markable souls take up Jife again 
without a murmur or a request for 
help. Further, they are contributing 
to the Holy Shrine Fund. 

Cal~utta 
This Assembly has transferred the 

sum of money they had saved for 
the construction of their l:Ia~ira to 
the Holy Shrine fund. 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

A new BaM.'! group of 5 adults and 
2 youth has been formed in Suva on 
the island of Fiji. This is the first 
Baha'i group to be formed in the 
Pacific Islands which come under 
the jurisdiction of the NSA of Aus
tralia and New Zealand. Mr. Alvin 
Blum of Auckland, New Zealand, on 
the advice of the NSA. visited the 
group. in October and encouraged 
further teaching activity. 

B.mA'i NEW;; 

The following is an excerpt from 
a letter to an individual believer re
ceived from the Guardian, dated 
December 18, 1949: 

"Vicious criticism is indeed a ca
lamity. But its root is lack of faith 
in the system of Baha'u'llah, Le. the 
Administrative Order-and lack of 
obedience to Him-for He has for
bidden it. If the Bahit'is would fol
low the Baha'i laws in voting, in 
electing, in serving, and in a biding 
by Assembly decisions, all this 
waste of strength through criticising 
others could be diverted into co
operation and achieving the Plan." 

(Austr~lian News Letter No. 24, 
March, 1950.) 

The following extr a ct is taken 
from a letter from the Guardian to 
an individual believer published in 
the News Letter from India and dat
ed June 28, 1950: 

"There is no objection to the Ba. 
ha'is associating with such organiza
tions as the World Government Or
ganization. The instructions he gave 
to the British Baha'is may be 
followed. However, great care 
should be taken to make sure these 
organizations are absolutely non
partisan in their political views and 
lean neither to East or West. H 

Bahi~i News is published by the 
NatiOnal Spiritual AssembJy of the 
Baha'is of the United States as the 
official news-letter of the Baha'i 
Community. 

It is edited by Bahli. 'j News Edi. 
torial Committee: Mrs. Eleanor 
Hutchens, Mrs. Mabel Paine. Mrs. 
Doris Fincham. EditorlaJ Office: 
Mrs. Eleanor Hutchens, 307 S. 
Prairie, Champaign, IUinoJs. 

Please report changes 01 address 
and other matters pertaining to 
dfstributlOD to the Baha'i National 
Mice. 536 Sheridan Road, WII. 
mette, DlInols. 
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Berkeley, California, Baha'is have pot
luck suppers for teaching. Baha'is con
tribute extra money for the Victory Fund. 

The Home Front 
The annual reports for Albuquer

que, New Mexico, show that this 
community held regular study class
es for inquirers on Tuesday nights 
and also regular firesides on 
Wednesdays to share the teaching 
responsibilities and to "tell the 
story" as widely as possible. To cel
ebrate the birthday of Bahll'u'llah, 
a turkey dinner and public meeting 
were arranged at the YMCA with 
Baha1is bringing covered dishes and 
one of the members contributing the 
turkey. Before Christmas a public 
meeting was held on "The Baha'i 
Attitude toward Christ," and attrac
tive folders with appropriat.e quota
tions were given to the guests as 
greeting cards. The World Religion 
Day meeting was held at Dan
seifer's School with Everett Crock
er speaking on "Comparative Reli
gion" and Irene Hurlburt furnishing 
music. Literature was displayed at 
the public library and in a window 
of the Albuquerque Electric Co. 

Naw-Ruz was celebrated with a 
banquet and program. By special re
quest, a third study class was begun 
for Saturday nights. The community 
voted to increase the proportion of 
its contribution to the National Fund 
from 50% to 75%. Copies of Prescrip
tion for Living were placed in the 
pubHc and university libraries. Spe~ 
cial publicity on the front page of a 
newspaper was obtained when Bob 
Powers came to speak and was i.nter
viewed by an editor on his experi· 
ences on the Los Angeles police 
force in efforts to improve race re
lations. 

For several years the communities 
of Lakewood and Jamestown, New 
York, have jointly held open house 
on New Year's Eve to demonstrate 
Baha'i social life to their friends. 
Toward midnight the lights are 
turned low and prayers are read. 
This year the communities plan to 
conduct a Baha'i marriage ceremony 
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for one of their families whose 
twenty-fifth wedding anniversary 
falls this year. 

Mrs. Olivia Kelsey of Independ· 
ence, Missouri, took part in a round 
table discussion before a class on 
Comparative Religion at Park Col
lege, Parkville, Missouri. Arrange
ments were made by the Kansas 
City friends through a former stu~ 

dent of the school. 

Whitefish Bay, Wis consin, friends 
were intrumental in contacting the 
editorial committee of Common 
Cause, and through them David Earl 
was secured to write an authorita
tive description of "The Baha'i Faith 
and World Government", which ap
peared in the September, 1950, issue. 
The magazine is published 'by The 
Committee to Frame a World Gan
stitution with Robert Maynard Hut
chins, president, and G. A. Borgese, 
secretary-general. Mr. Borgese, of 
the University of Chicago faculty, 
was guest speakel' at the National 
commemorative meeting on the Mar.:. 
tyrdom of the Ba b. 

The D. R. Witzels, who are iso
lated Baha'is in Ogden, Utah, tern· 
porarily, intend to inform the resi
dents about the Faith. uWe have 
been in Ogden a week and a half~ 
and so· far we have put four books 
in the Carnegie Library: Bahci'u~Ucih 
and the New Era, The Baha'i World 
Faith, BnhQ'i Administration, and 
The Kitab-i-Iqan. We hope to get 
This Earth One Country in soon. 
We have the enclosed display ad run
ning every Sunday and a smaller 
one for weekdays. We have one 
contact who is reading, and we go 
in to Salt Lake City for inspiration. PI 

The ad reads: "THE BAHA'I WORLD 
FAITH advocates WORLD PEACE 
through WORLD GOV'T. See Car
negie Library." Mr. Witzel is sta
tioned at a nearby army camp. 

For deepening in the Faith the 
Boston community holds study das s
es in the Center six nights a week. 
A period of prayer and meditation 
is conducted each night a150. Two 
youth fellowship meetings are held 
on Sundays, one for teenagers and 
one for young adults. A Baha'i booth 
was set up at the Boston Antiques 
Exhibition which was visited by 
28,000. 

Iowa Baha'is arranged a state pic
nic at Newton this summer. 

MARCH, 1951 

The Alaskan Road Commission has 
completed a road through the Baha'i 
property at Turnagain Arms, and 
the public is invited to petition for 
a name for it. The Baha'i Way has 
been suggested. Anchorage has com
pleted a series of radio broadcasts. 
Bah.3.'is in Anchorage, Juneau, and 
Fairbanks run weekly ads in the 
newspapers. 

The Youth Symposium which was 
given at the Temple was to be re· 
peated in Maywood on February 4th. 
Farrukh loas was chairman for the 
theme, "Religion's Effect on Civili· 
zation". Speakers were Sylvia Joy 
Haywood on UReligions of the Past," 
Ted Anderson on "Today and· To
day's Needs", and Robert B. Amer
son on "God's Revelation for 
Today." 

Great Falls, Montana, Baha'is 
gave the usual price of a dinner at 
a public eating place at the Feast 
for the Birthday of Baha'u'llah and 
sent the money for the Shrine of the 
Bah. They were able to tel! the Vir· 
ginia City Players, who enact the 
story of early Montana Gold Rush 
Days, about the Faith. A blind sena
tor·elect to the state legislature re
cently used material on the Faith 
gleaned from the friends in present
ing a speech before his local Toa st
master's club. 

Study clas ses are held in the Butte, 
Montana, Y.M.C.A. 

On November 16th, seven Baha'i 
women in Nassau County, Long Is
land, New York, arranged a meet
ing attended by more than 100 per
sons who heard Dr. Raymond Piper 
speak in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Garden City Hotel on "The Major 
Gifts of the World's Religions". Pro
fessor Piper of Syracuse University 
spoke at the Temple during the Cen
tenary Celebrations of 1944. Recently 
he has returned from a 5eventeen 
month tour of the Orient where he 
made movies of the religious cus
toms of worship. When he showed 
these he included pictures of the 
Temple and the Shrines on Mt. Car
mel. 

A member of a University of Illi
nois sociology class asked Professor 
Garreta Busey to tell about the Faith. 
Although only two class periods were 
to be devoted to religions and reU· 
gious institutions, Miss Busey was 
given an entire session. The Urbana 
assembly conducted a Baha'i Iuneral 
service for Professor Walter Gaines 

01 the University, with his son, Ro
bert, an Ann Arbor Baha'i, assisting 
with the readings. Although he was 
not a Baha'i, Dr. Gaines had re
quested a Baha'i funeral. Several 
who attended spoke appreciatively 
of the service. 

An inter-racial fireside now under 
Chicago auspices began when Miss 
Busey went to speak at the home of 
a sister of Mrs. Mary Jones, an 
Urbana Baha'i. 

An Arlington, Virginia, Baha'i, Bil1 
MOrriS, is a medical aidman with 
the army in Korea. 

At Newport News, Virginia, Rassin 
Wurie was invited to speak before 
a business and professional organiza~ 
tion of 60 members, and has been 
invited to speak before a group in 
Norfolk who are studying the Qur'an. 
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""Midmost Heart of Entire Planet" 
A Message From the Gual'dian 

Announce (to) friends (of) East 
(and) West (the) following: furnish
ing Mazraeh, completion (of) restor· 
a tion (of) historic house (of) 
Baha'u'llah (in) Acre, scene (01) pro
longed aifJictions sustained (by) 
Founder (of) Faith, as well. as su
preme crisis suffered (by) 'Abdu'l
Baha (at) hands (of) Covenantbreak
ers. Greatly enhanced international 
endowments (in) Holy Land in twin 
cities (of) Acre (and) Haifa, now in. 
clude twin Holy Shrines situated 
(on) plain (of) Acre (and) slope (of) 
Mount Carmel; twin Mansions (of) 
Bahji (and) Mazraeh, twin historic 
Houses inhabited (by) Baha'u'llah 
(and) 'Abdu'l-Baha; twin Interna
tional Archives adj oining (the) Ba b' s 
Sepulchre (and the) resting-place (of 
the) Greatest Holy Leaf; twin Pil
grim Houses, constructed (for) Ori. 

ental (and) Occidental pilgrims; 
twin Gardens (of) Ri4van (and) Fir
daws, associated (with the) memory 
(of the) Author (of the) Bahli'i Dis
pensation. 

Greatly welcome assistance (of 
the) newly-formed International 
Council, particularly its President, 
Mason Remey, and (its) Vice-Presi
dent, Amelia Collins, through con
tact (with) authorities designed (to) 
spread (the) fame, consolidate (the) 
foundations (and) widen (the) scope 
(of) influence emanating (from the) 
twin spiritual, administrative World 
Centers permanently fixed (in the) 
Holy Land constituting (the) mid
most heart (of the) entire planet. 

Cablegram received 
March 2, 1951. 

-SHOOK[ 

Significant Developments at 
Baha'i World Center 

Beloved friends: 

Since the Ascension of 'Abdu'l
Baba in 1921, the Baha'is of East and 
West have lived under the inspira
tion and guidance poured forth so 
abundantly through the divinely ap
pointed Guardian. No one can possi
bly evaluate the Guardian's influ
ence upon the Faith and upon the 
world during that time. 

Now in his cabled message of 
March 2, and in his recent messages 
already published we witness the 
creation of new facilities which as
sure an even greater range of ex
pression for that sacred influenC€. 
As the message itself' states, the In
ternational Council has been de
signed through its contact with civil 
authorities to spread the fame, con-· 
solidate the foundations and widen 
the scope of the influence emanat
ing from the twin spiritual, admini-

strative World Centers located in 
the Holy Land. 

Moreover, the new facilities now 
existing at Haifa can relieve the 
Guardian of the heavy and increas
ing burden of correspondence and 
detail which can be delegated to 
loyal helpers. Whatever affects the 
work of the Guardian has infinite 
importance to every believer. 

The friends, too, will realize that 
new developments at the Baha'i 
World Center strengthen the basis 
on which every local Assembly, ev
ery committee and every National 
Assembly stands and confers upon 
the Baha'i world commWlity a new 
and more effective relationship to 
non-Baha'is. 

The divine promise that society 
will be transformed in this dispen
sation is a spiritual miracle but at 
the same time requires new institu
tions through which the divine 
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power can work. What gratitude is 
ours, that while the old order fails 
to meet the needs of mankind, the 
new order rises more impressive, 
more potent, day by day. 

In his latest message the Guard
ian names the two officers of the 
International Council, Mr. Charles 
Mason Remey and Mrs. Amelia E. 
Collins, whose -assistance he greatly 
and particularly welcomes. Our lov
ing prayers will go forth on their 
behalf as they press forward in the 
new, international field of Baha'i 
service. 

The Guardian likewise enumerates 
those properties which already 
represent the Baha'i World Center 
and constitute the international en
dowments of the Faith. To follow the 
items he lists, the friends will re
view salient passages in God P(l.sses 
By and Baha'u'l!tih and the N "'" Era 
as well as recent cables. 

In understanding, knowledge and 
devotion, BahaJis are world citizens, 
and wOe must all learn how to keep 
a balance between the broad vision 
of the Faith and its inevitable but 
relatively unimportant local prob
lems~ 

-NATIONAl. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Kenosha Wins Exemption 
for Baha'i School Children 
The Spiritual Assembly of Keno-

sha wrote the Superintendent of the 
Public Schools requesting permis
sion for Baha'i youth and children 
to remain away on Baha'i Holy 
Days. This request was granted in 
a very courteous leiter from the Su
perintendent, and the local assem
bly has also received a copy of a 
General Circular containing a for
mal notice that "Children of the 
Baha'l World Faith have been grant
ed excuses from school on the Holy 
Days of their faith." Eight different 
dates were specified in the an .. 
nouncement. 

The National Assembly com
mends this action to all Assemblies 
which have not yet applied to the 
schools. 

-NATIONAL SPIRl'TUAL ASSEMBLY 
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Baha'i Holy Days Recognized 
In Rhode Island 

From Miss Jeannette Silberman, 
Secretary of the Regional Teaching 
Committee for Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and Vermont, we learn 
that the Rhode Island State Depart
ment of Civil Service has given 
recognition to the Baha'i Holy Days. 

As a social worker for the State 
Department of Social Welfare, Miss 
Silberman applied to the area super
visor for permission to be absent 
from work on the Baha'i Holy Days, 
and this application was approved. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Temple Model Shipped to Haifa 
At the request of Shoghi Effendi, 

the National Assembly has sent to 
him the Temple model which has 
been on view in Temple Founda
tion, the only model available at this 
time. 

This model is to be placed in Mas
ra'eht the mansion now being pre
pared for pilgrimage. 

Since there is need of a model at 
the Temple for the visitors who will 
come in increasing numbers. the 
National Assembly wishes to acquire 
one and will appreciate hearing from 
any Assembly able to offer one for 
the purpose. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSF:MBLY 

Temple Historieai Projeet 
Mr. Allen B. McDaniel has been 

appointed Historian of the Temple 
project,-its origin and incidents of 
the early days, its construction, etc .. 
So inclusive a subject can only be 
adequately treated with the cooper
ation of many believers. 

Baha'is having copies of Tablets, 
illustrations, photographs, docu
ments, letters or personal recollec
tions which properly belong in the 
History are requested to write Mr. 
McDaniel and place the material at 
his disposal. 

Now is the time for us to a ct so 
that the glorious record may be per
petuated to future generations. His 
address is: Waterford, Virginia. 

--BAHA'i TEMPLE TEUSTEES 

World Religion Day Meetings 
The numerous fine reports of the 

World Religion Day celebrations 
throughout the country are being 
compiled by the Public Relations 
Committee for the next issue. 

APRIL,1951 

View 01 the Shrine of the Bi.b and prdens. from photecrapb received from the 
Guardian early in Marcb, 1951. 

Baha'i Books Dedicated 
in Universalist Church 

Some weeks ago a request was 
received for a copy of a Baha'i b!>Ok 
for use in a Universalist Church at 
Scranton, Penn., whose minister 
wished to conduct a service making 
use of readings from different Scrip
tures. 

A copy of Baha'i World Faith and 
a greeting from the National Spirit
ual Assembly was presented. The 
minister writes that the copy "was 
dedicated in a special service yes
terday." He added that some local 
Baha'is had attended the service. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSgMBLY 

Some of the beUevers from Rome and Florence gatbered in Rome to greet. Mrs. 
Amelia. CoUins aJid Mr. Charles "Mason Rem.ey wbo were on their way to Haifa. 
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Summer School Programs 
Note: The National Spiritual Assembly planned to publish the 1951 pro

grams of all four Schools in the April issue of Baha'i News. The March 
issue carried tentative and incomplete announcements for Louhelen, Geyser
ville and International School in Colorado. The following programs are those 
received from the School Committees up to March 20. 

GEYSERVILLE 
The dates ior the School this Summer are as follows: 

·First Session: June 17 through June 30 
Registration limited to adults 

Second Session: July 1 through July 14 
Third Session: July 15 through July 28 

The Children's Program will be offered during the second and third 
sessions. Parents planning to bring their children should plan to come 
during this period. 

Opening day, June 17? will be devoted to registration and orientation. 
Classes will begin Monday morning, June 18, and will continue through the 
following Sunday, June 24. There will be no classes on Monday, June 25. 
Classes will resume Tuesday, June 26 and will continue through Saturday, 
June 30. A similar pattern will be followed during the second and third 
sessions, with no classes on July 9 or July 23, 

Unity Feast will be held under the Big Tree, Sunday, July 1 at noon. 

Courses for Adults 
Workshop, seminar, discussion and other methods used in addition to 

lectures will give students ample opportWlity for experience in the particular 
fields they choose for study. It is suggested that, when possible, students 
bring with them their own copies of the basic Baha'i books. 

Courses Offered Each Session 
COURSE I Parallel Developments in the BaM', Faith and in the World 

at LaTge 
A course on the Baha'i Faith in the stream of history intended 
to give the student a better understanding of this period of 
"universal fermentation." This is to be a seminar and lecture 
course with the students responsible for preparing and pre· 
senting the BahS'l history and a number of teachers giving 
lectures on the historical developments in the world at large, 
as well as leading the discussions of Baha'i history for the 
various periods. Baha'i books used for reference will include: 
The Dawn-BTeakers, God Passes By, The Promised Day Is 
Come, and The World Order of BaM'u'Uah. 

COURSE II Building World Order 
A workshop intended for Baha'is on the present~day Adminis
tration of the Faith as the framework of Baha'i World Order, 
which will stress association with the spirit as well as the 
form of the Administration. The workshop will deal with all 
aspects of local Baha'i community life, group, local Assembly, 
local committees and the State convention. Reference books: 
The Bahci'i Community, Baha'i Administ-ration and By-Laws 
of a Local Spiritua I As sem b Iy. 

COURSE III Conference Institute 
(To be announced) 

COURSE IV Preparing for Teaching 
This workshop for Baha'is will deal with the specifiC problems 
of the students with regard to individual and group teaching, 
and it will provide opportunity to gain experience through 
working on projects related to these problems. 

COURSE V Introduction to the B3hd'i Faith 
A course for inquirers including highlights from Baha'i 
history, an introduction to the Spiritual Teachings and to the 
Administrative Order. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Registration of Convention 
Delegates and Guests 
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In order to make registration as 
convenient as possible this year, the 
Convention Registration Committee 
will serve in Temple Foundation the 
day before the official opening of the 
1951 Convention. Delegates and visi~ 
tors arriving by Friday. April 27, are 
invited to register on that day to 
save time during the Convention ses~ 
sians and to relieve pressure on the 
Committee during the opening hours 
of the Convention. 

Publishing Announcement 
Four Interested Groups 

Four Themes, Four Contacts 
Public mterest -in a new religious 

message can be divided into four 
fields in planning local contacts: 
those who seek a deeper awareness 
of God, those who seek to understand 
the spiritual nature of man, those 
who strive for better relations be
tween races, and those who would 
serve the cause of peace~ 

The Publishing Committee can 
supply literature specially prepared 
for meeting public interest on these 
four levels. 

God is Man's Goal presents an in
troductory statement and a 'brief se
lection of BahD.'! Writings concerning 
worship and the religious life; Man. 
the Supreme Talisman consists of a 
statement and Baha'i selections on 
mind, soul and spirit; Human Rekl
ti<>n8 for World Unity in a statement 
and compilation unfolds the prilici
pie of the oneness of mankind; The 
Religion Of W""ld Unity offers a 
statement and selections on World 
Order. 

These pamphlets are teaching 
tools designed to assist speakers in 
the preparation of talks or commu~ 
nities in their plans for distributing 
free literature~ or committees pre
paring public programs carrying a 
direct and forceful appeal. 

These pamphlets are each eight 
pages in length, with cover and sell 
at the rate of One set of four for 3Oc, 
twenty-five sets (100 pamphlets) for 
$6.00 or 100 sets (400 pamphlets) 
$22.50. Anyone pamphlet $1.00 for 
ten. 

An active Baha'i and his wife have 
a summer camp in East Sul6van, 
New Hampshire, for children of all 
races and creeds. 
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Arehives Material 
Because of the exigencies of the 

times, the National Archives Com
mittee is again appealing to the be
lievers to send for preservation in 
the archives any Tablets of 'Abdu'l
Baha in their possession, together 
with translations, originals if pos
sible; letters of the Guardian, photo .. 
graphs and all such sacred and irre
placeable material as is suitable for 
National Archives. In sending photo
graphs especially, give names, dates 
and other data. 

Send in care of the secretary, Mrs. 
Gertrude S. Struven, 714 Sheridan 
Road, Wilmette, Illinois. 

Temple Program of 
Public Meetings 

APRIL 
April l---Christ is Risen Indeed! 

Mrs. Sarah Walrath, Chi-
eago 

April S-Is Permanent Peace Pos-
sible? Mr. Monroe loas, 
Berwyn 

April 15--·"Out of This World" 
Miss Ruth Westgate, Chi-
eago 

April 22-Thy Kingdom Come 
Mrs. Donna M. Diehl, Flint, 
Mich. 

May l---Convention Public Meeting 
Speakers to be announced. 

These Sunday afternoon public 
meetings are always at 3:30. 

United Nations Essay Contest 
Members of the Baha'i community 

between the ages of 20 and 35 years 
are free to submit an essay to the 
1951 United Nations Essay Contest. 

The title is, "The U ni ted Nations 
and the Evolution of the Concept 
of International Solidarity." Length 
of essay-approximately 2000 words. 

Believers who prepare material 
for this contest are to send the text 
to the United Nations Committee, 
through Mrs. Mildred R. Mottahe
deh, 225 Fifth Avenue, New York, by 
May 15. 

There will be 10 prizes a warded, 
distributed among the winners from 
Europe, Latin America, Canada, the 
Middle East and Africa, Australia 
and New Zealand. Baha'is resident 
in any of these areas are eligible. 
Citizens of the United States are not 
eligible for the prizes. 

-NATIONAL SPffirn:AL ASSEMBLY 

APRIL, 1951 

(Summer Schoo! Programs: Geyser\'ine~ Cont'd.) 
Additional Courses 

One will be offered during each session 
COURSE A Backgrounds of Christianity 

A series of talks on the historical background of early Chris
tianity, including the political, economic and cultural move
ments in Judea and Palestine from 300 B.C. to the founding 
of the early Christian Church. References include: The Bible, 
King James and Goodspeed translations; The Dartmouth 
Bible; The Bible and the COmmon Reader, by Mary Ellen 
Chase; Background of the Life of Jesus, by W. H. Oldaker; 
Toward the Understanding oj Jesus, by Vladimir G. Simkho
vitch; Paul, by Edgar Goodspeed, 

COURSE B Steps in Spiritu31 Development 
A course on the Spiritual Teachings of the Baha'i Faith in
cluding: The Purpose of Creation, The Oneness of God, The 
Relationship of Man to God, The Holy Spirit, Prayer and 
Meditation and other aspects of the Teachings. 

COURSE C Progressive Religion 
A comparative study of religions showing their relationships 
and tracing their effect on the history of mankind. 

Children's Courses ,--;1['-

July 1 Through July 28 Only 
Children's classes will be given daily from 9:00 a.m. to noon, except for 

one day each week, following the pattern for adult's courses. The general 
theme of the children's program will be: Preparing to be Bahdji Teachers. 

Junior Youth (12 to 15 years) 
I BahcFi Hi8tory 

II Living the Life 
Intermediate High (10 to 12 years) 

I Progressive Reve!.ation 
II Living the Life 

Intermediate Low (8 to 10 years) 
I Four Kingdoms 

II Living the Life 
Primary (6 to 8 years) 

I Stories of Jesus, Moses, the Bdb, BaM'u.'lldh, 'Abd-u'I·Bahci. 
In addition to these courses, there will be classes in music, art and hand· 

crafts. Experience in using the library will be given to the older children. 
Recreation 

Supervised recreational activities .for children and youth will be organ· 
ized in the afternoons and early evenings. These will include swimming 
(water conditions in the Russian River permitting), picnicst games, movies. 
dancing and other activities. 

Rates and Reservations 
Rates per week for room, breakfast, lunch and dinner: 

Adults 

Collins Dormitory: 
Downstairs ., ... , , , ......... , ...... , ... , ... $35.00 
Upstairs: Women and girls .. , .. , ... , .. , ... ". 30.00 

John Bosch Hall: 
Men and boys ..... " .. , .... ,.,,,,,,,, ... , ... , 28.00 

Rooms - Transient Rates: 
Collins Dormitory: 

ChUdren 
6 to 12 yr., incl. 

$28.00 
24.50 

21.00 

Downstairs ................................ $2.50 per night each person 
Room 13 (5 beds) ." ......... , ... ,." .... " 2,00 per night each person 
Upstairs .... , ...... " .. " .. , .. , ... "., ... ,. 1.50 per night each person 

John Bosch HaH: .. , .. ,., ... " .. , ......... , ..... $1.50 per night each person 
Meals only: 

Breakfast ............. , , ....... , ..... $1,00 
Lunch ..... " ... " .. , .. , .... , .. , ...... 1.00 
Dinner ............. . " ..... , ...... , ... ,. 2.00 
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In addition to the above charges, there will be a registration fee of $1.00 
for each stndent for each period of from 4 to 14 days spent at the school. 
This is to help cover the cost of mimeographed syllabi, working materials 
for the children's program and administrative expense. 

Requests for reservations should be accompanied by deposits and sent 
not later than June 10, 1951 to Mr. Alfred Zahl, Secretary of Maintenance 
Committee. 826 West Grant Place, San Mateo, California. 

SEASON: 
DUes 

June 16· 
July 1 
July 6-1 

July 9-21 

July 23· 
Aug ... 

Aug. 6-18 

GREEN ACRE 

Teach ..... 
July 9 - September I, 1951 

Courses 
Youth Camp (for information write to Dr. David Rube 

41 Center Dr., Old Greenwich, Conn_ 
Area and Regional Teaching Northeastern Area Teaching 

Conference Committee 
EpisUe to the Son of the Wolf 
Effective Study of Baha" 

Writings (7/9-14) 
Prophecies 
Introduction to the Baha'i 

Faith 

North America's Role in 
World Destiny 

Public Relations 
Guidance in Individual Study 

Projects 
Religion. the Source of 

Civilization 
Public Meetings, Firesides 

and Study Classes 
Islam 
The Promised Day Is Come 

Introduction to the Baha'i 
Faith 

Baha'i Administration 

Writing lor Baha'i Publica
tions (7/23-28) 

Current Events .in the Light 
of the BaM'! Faith 
(7/30-8/4) 

Guidance in Individual 
Study Projects 

Religious Backgrounds in 
America 

Problems of Baha~i 
Parents 

Effective Speaking 

Deepening in Spiritual 
Understanding 

Three Messages from the 
Guardian 

Introduction to the Baha'I 
Faith 

Horace Holley 
Mrs. Helen Archambault 7/16-21 

Mrs. Helen Archambault 7/9-14 
Mrs. Hazel Langrall 7/16-21 

Mrs. Terah Covart-Smith 
Alfred Reed 

Dr. Glenn Shook 

Mrs. Elsa Blakely 
Northeastern Area Teaching 

Committee 

Della Quinlan 7/23-28 
Mrs. Rosemary Sala 7/30-8/4 

Mrs. Hazel Langrall 7/30-8/4 
Mrs. Enid McComb 1/30-8/4 
Grace Cody 
John Leon ard 
Thorn West 

Keith DeFolo 

Emeric Sala 

Dr. Glenn Shook 

Mrs. Kit Goldstein 
Dr. Genevieve Coy 
Mrs. Terah Covart·Smith 

7/23-7/28 
John Honnold 7/30-8/4 

Mrs. Joy Earl 

Borrah Kavelin 

Mrs. Polly Marlowe 

(Continued on page 6) 

Bahii'i Speaker at 
Flathnsh Unitarian Church 

At the invitation of Rev. Karl M. 
Chworowsky, pastor of the Flatbush 
Unitarian Church, Mr. William De
Forge delivered a Baha'i talk on 
"Unity" on Sunday, February 18th, 
marking the beginning of Brother
hood Week. 

The church had a very large 
crowd, composed primarily of 
Bahik'ls and their friends. an of 
whom were very warmly greeted by 
Rev. Chworowsky. 

Mr. DeForge's talk was very well 
received by the audience and the 
hope was expressed that he would 
return soon to give another Baha'i 
talk. Rev. Chworowsky said in con· 
elusion that it was really difficult to 
determine "if the Unitarians were 
Baha'is or the Baha7is were Unitari· 
ans, since they both share the same 
ideals concerning the principle of 
Brotherhood. " 

This is the same church in which 
'Abdu'l-Baha spoke when he visited 
New York City in 1912. 

Kodachrome Temple Card 
The friends will be glad to learn 

that a new postcard of the Temple 
is available, an exact reproduction 
of a Kodachrome photograph. This 
is a very attractive card. Price-
25 for $1.00; 50 for $2.00; 100 for 
$3.50, postpaid. Write H. E. Wal
rath, Sales Committee, 4639 Beacon 
St.reet, Chicago, 40, illinois. 

Calendar 
April 9-19 Day Feast of Jatal 

(Glory) 
April 21-Local Elections 
April 21-May 2-Ri<ivan 
April 26---19 Day Feast of J am;,l 

(Beauty) 
April 28-Convention 

Rir,;ivan Feast 
(evening) 

A!Jril 28, 29, 30 and May 1-
Convention 

May 17--19 Day Feast of 'A:?amat 
(Grandeur) 

Correction 
In the Temple report fo r the 

February, 1951 News, there was an 
error. In the second paragraph it 
reads HFrom the date of Octo~ 

ber 16th 1950." This should be cor· 
rected to read 1949. 



6 

~Iarriages 
West Englewood, N. J., Miss Daris Ray· 

mond to Mr. Erne::;lt Bostelmann (non
Baha'i) (date not reported) 

Milwaukee, Wis" Miss Eleanor Mass
hardt to Mr. NfJrman Morgan (non
Baha'i) Feb. 10. 1951 

Hinsdale, N. H., Miss Lorraine M. Gove 
to Mr. Francis Stetson (non-Baha'i) 
(date not reported) 

Maywood, Ill., Miss Bernita Gleason to 
Mr. Robert B. Amerson Feb. 10, 1951 

Manila, P.I., Miss Nina K. Howard to Mr. 
H.rold T. Nadler (non-Baha'i) Feb. 9, 
1951 

Directory AdditioWl 
:and Changes 

Regional Teaching Cemmittees: 
CONN .. SO. NEW YORK 

MiI;:s Janet DeClts, Sec'y, 
36 Claremont PI. 
Mt. Vernon, New York 

Local Spiritual Assemblies: 
WASHINGTON, D C. 

Mrs. Alice Dudley, Sec'y. 
900 19th St .. A~t. 116 

PORTLAND, ORE. 
Mrs. Marion C. MUnson, Sec'y. 
3636 No. East Simpson St., Zone 11 

SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 
Mrs. Gladys Loudun, Sec'y. 
930 Cotton St. 

In Memoriam 
Death proffereth unto every confident 

believer the cup that is life indeed. It 
bestoweth joy and i ~ the bearer of glad
ness. It conferreth the gtft of everlasting 
life, 

-Baha'u'llah 
Dr. Mayme Starr, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

May 11, 1950 
Mrs. Maude Platt, Highland Park, Mich. 

Feb. 2, 1951 
Mrs. Johanna Nordquist, Seattle, Wash. 

Feb. 7, 1951 
Mr. Charles A, Bl1tler, Santa Barbara, 

Calif. Feb. 7, 1951 
Mrs. Jane- D. King, Roseville, Mich. Feb. 

23. 1951 

Bahi~i Addresses 

N a tiona! Office: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Treasurer's Office: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
TIlinois. 

Make Cheeb Payable to: 
NatloDa1 Baha'I ..-

Baha'i Publil3hing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. 
Illinois. 

Make checks for books and pamph
lets payable 10: 

Baha'i Pa.bUsblng Committee 

Baha'f News Editorial Office: 
307 South Prairie 
Champaign, Illinois. 

Young 
Adult 
Weeks 

Aug. 20-

Sept. 1 

All 
Season 

APRIL, 1951 

(Summer School Progl'am~: Green Acre, Cont'd.) 

Religion, the Source of 
Civilization 

What Can I Do Best? 
Guidance in Individual Study 

Challoner Chute 
Dr. Genevieve Coy 

Projects Dr. Glenn Shook 
Effective Use of Baha'i WritingsHelen Campbell 
How to Use Radio in Local 

Teaching National Radio Committee 
E ffecti ve Speaking 

North America's Role in 

World Destiny 
Tablets of Baha'u'llah: 

Tarazat, Tajalliyat. I@.raqat, 
Glad Tidings (8120-25) 

To the Pope, the Shah, and 
Queen Victoria (8/27-9/1) 

Introduction to the Baha'i 
Faith 

Baha'i Administration 
Readin g Aloud and Baha'i 

Chairmanship 
Guidance in Individual Study 

Projects 
Immortality (8/20-25) 
Teaching Baha'i Classes for 

Children 
Current Events in the Light 

Davjd Earl 

Helen Campbell 
Mrs. Amy Rau hi tschek 

Lowell Johnson 

Dr. Glenn Shook 
Mrs. Elsa Blakely 

Mr s. Edith McLaren 

of the Bahii', Faith (8/20-25) Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh 
Writing for Baha'i Publica-

tions (8/27-9/1) Marzieh Gail 

Children's School 
(for ages 3-14) 

Registrations: Mr. Wyatt Cooper, Green Acre, Eliot, Maine 

The Green Acre Committee will be glad to be informed of trained li· 
brarians who will be at Green Acre for any part of the summer and who 
would be willing to give some assistance in the J..ibrary. 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
Sessions-July U to August 18 

Schedule of Activities -

Each week classes will begin Sunday and run through Friday. 

Saturday is the day of arrival and departure. 

A public meeting will be held every Sunday at 4 p, M., supper will be 
served at 6 P.M. 

For those remaining for more than one week, Saturday will be for sight
seeing. 

Each evening at 8 P.M. will be devoted to the Cultures of the World and 
History of the Baha'i Faith. 

July 15 - 9:15-10:30 A.M. European and African Pioneering. 

10:45-12:00 A.M. The Promised Day Is Come. 

2:00- 3:00 P.M. Workshop. Presenting the Baha', Faith, 
through radiO, firesides, public talks, personal 
contacts. 
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July 22 -"~0:30 A.M. Administration. 
10:45-12:00 A.M. The Divine Art of Living. 
2:00- 3:00 P.M. Workshop. Presenting the Baha'i Faith, 

through radio, firesides, public talks, personal 
contacts. 

July 29 - 9:15-10:30 A.M. Analysis of Baha'i Literature and Its Use. 
10:45-12:00 A.M. The Promised Day Is Come. 
2:00- 3:00 P.M. Workshop, Presenting the Baha'i Faith, 

through radio, firesides, public talks, personal 
contacts. 

August 5 - 9:15-10:30 A.M. Comparative Religion. 
10:45-12:00 A.M. The Divine Art of Living. 
2:00- 3:00 P.M. Workshop, Presenting the Baha'i Faith, 

through radiO, firesides, public talks, personal 
contacts. 

August 12 - 9:15-10:30 A.M. Latin America 
10:45-12:00 A.M. The Promised Day Is Come. 
2:00- 3:00 P.M. Workshop, Presenting the Baha'i Faith, 

through radio, firesides, public talks, personal 
contacts. 

Regional Day will be held July 29, under auspices of R.T.C. Wyoming and 
Colorado. 

Rates: 
Room and Board, $35.00 per week, during Sessions July 14 to August 18. 
School will be open July 1 to September 4, Room and Board per day, 

$6.00. 
For Reservations write to Mrs. Margaret Ford, P ,0. Box 100-3, Colorado 

Springs, Colo. 
School is located 10 miles north of Colorado Springs, Highway 85-87. Air, 

tram, and bus schedules supplied on request. Transportation to 
School from Colorado Springs will be $1.00. 

The Pikes Peak Region offers Wlsurpassed recreational opportunities. 
Regional Conference and Workshop on teaching problems peculiar to 

the Rocky Mount~in and Plains Area will begin August 19. 

LOUHELEN 
Courses Teachers 

JUNIOR YOUTH SESSION I (Ages 10-14 incl.) July 1-6 inc!. 
Living the Life Edna Ketels 
Baha'i Heroes Laura Markovich 
Comparative Religions Eulie Horne 
Crafts and Recreation Robert Markovich 

JUNIOR YOUTH SESSION II (Ages 10-14 inc!.) July 1H3 incl 
Living the Life Eunice Shurcliff 
Baha'i Heroes Wilma Ridley 
Comparative Religions Ella Eaton 
Craits and Recreation John Shurcliff 

GENERAL SESSION I July 15-20 incl. 
The Kitab-i-Iqrin 
The Dispensation of Baha'u'lM.h 
Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahci. 

GENERAL SESSION II July 22·27 incl. 
Seven VaUeys, Hidden Words 
The World Order of BaM'u'IUih 
Foundations of WorLd. Unity 

GENERAL SESSION III July 29-August 3 incl. 
Glean-ings from the H'riUngs of Bahci'u'Hdh 
God Passes By 
BaJui'i World Faith 

GENERAL SESSION IV August 5"10 inc!. 
Prayers and Meditations 
Advent of Dt1,ine JHstice 
The ReaHty of Man 

(Continued on page 8) 

Harry Jay 
Florence Reeb 
Elizabeth Cheney 

Margery McCormick 
Archie Tichenor 
Elizabeth Cheney 

Horace Holley 
Alice Bacon 

Terah Covart~Smith 
Ellsworth Blackwell 
Harlan Ober 

~';l1;", 
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Living the BaJiI,k'1 Life: 
Assemblies 

It is my hope that the meetings of 
the Baha'i Assembly in' New York 
shall become like meetings of the 
Supreme Concourse. When you as
semble you must reflect the lights 
of the heavenly kingdom. Let your 
hearts be as mirrors in which the 
radiance of the Sun of Reality is 
visible. Each bosom must be a tele~ 
graph station; one terminus of the 
wire attached to the soul, the other 
fixed in the Supreme Concourse, so 
that inspiration may descend from 
the kingdom of Abha and questions 
of reality be discussed, Then opin
ions will coincide with truth; day 
by day there will be progression 
and the meetings become more ra
diant and spiritual. This attainment 
is conditioned upon unity and agree. 
ment. The more perfect the love 
and agreement, the more the divine 
confirmations and assistance of the 
Blessed Perfection will descend. May 
this prove to be a divine meeting 
and may botmdless bestowals come 
down upon you. Strive with all your 
hearts and with the very power of 
life that unity and love may con. 
tinually increase. In discussions look 
towa.rd the reality without being 
self~opinionated. Let no one assert 
and insist upon his own mere opin
ion; nay, rather, let each investigate 
the reality with the greatest love 
and fellowship. Consult upon every 
matter and when one presents the 
point of view of the reality itself, 
that shall be acceptable to all. Then 
will spiritual unity increase among 
you, individual illumination will be 
greater, happiness more abundant 
and you will draw nearer and nearer 
to the kingdom of God. 

-'A.Bnu'x.-BAHi 
Promtdgation of Universal Peace! 

p. 178. 

Bah4'i News is published. by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Bah'."fs 0111 the United St.,tes as Ute 
oftloiaJ. news-letter of the Baha'i 
CommllDity. 

It is edited by Ba.b:&'i News Edi
to-rial Committee: Mrs. Eleanor 
Hutchens, Mrs. Mabel Pame, Mrs. 
Doris Fincham. EdItorial Office: 
Mrs, Eleanor Hutchens, 301 S. 
Prairie, Champaign, minois. 

Please report chanr;es of address 
and otber matters pertaining to 
distribution to the Baha'i Natienal 
Office. 536 Sheridan Road. Wil
mette, IUinois. 
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New Facilities at Louhelen 
A ioint session of both the main

tenance and program committees of 
the Loubelen BaM.'i Summer School 
was held at the Bagley home in 
Flint, Mich., on March 4, 1951, to fi
nalize plans for this summer's activ
ities. A tentative program was pub
lished in the March is sue of Baha'i 
News. 

One decision made by the com
mittees will be of particular interest 
to the believers who have families: 
provisions are to be made for nurs
ery facilities at all sessions to pro
vide for the care of children four 
years old or older so that their par
ents can attend classes unmolested 
by the small fry. It will be necessary 
to charge for this service, of course, 
but rates will probably be half scale. 

The program committee would like 
to emphasize again that all classes 
have been built around specific 
Baha'I texts and that the believers 
are urged to bring their own copies 
to school. A listing of the books in
volved is included in the schedule 
printed this month. The aim of the 
school will be to carry out the Guard
ian's admonition to the committee: 
"You should aim at a profound study 
of the Faith, and not mere wide, but 
superficial, survey s. " 

The maintenance committee is 
faced with a great many problems 
this year. We hope to have improved 
facilities (hot water in the showers, 
if present plans materialize) this 
year but they all entail expense and 
effort. It is planned to schedule one 
or more week ends, probably in April 
and May, for general clean-up oper
ations at the school. The committee 
win certainly appreciate a good turn
out of all available help for this pur
pose. Further publicity will be issued 
on this matter. 

Any questions, registrations, offers 
of aid, etc., should be addressed to 
Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Wideman, 3196 
S. State Rd., Davison, Mich., who 
will be joint managers of the Lou
helen School. 

Milwaukee. 125 Baha'is from the 
communities surrounding Milwau
kee came to see the dramatization 
of the newer version of Ruhiyyah 
Rabbani's play, The Divine Spark~ 
which describes Baha'i community 
life_ 

APRIL,1951 

(Summer School Program: Louhelen, Cont'd.) 
GENERAL SESSION X August 12-17 incl_ 

Epistle to the Son of the Wolf 
A God-Given Mandate, The Citadel of 

the Faith of BaM'!t'llcih, Challenging 

Marzieh Gail 

Requirements of the Present IIOllT John Robarts 
Some An.',,·wered Questions Curtis Kelsey 

SENIOR YOUTH SESSION (Ages 15-20 incl.) August 19-24 incl. 
Compilation oj ExceTpts on the Covenant 

and Administration 
P·rescription JOT Living 
Dawn Breakers 

YOUNG ADULT SESSION August 26~1 incl. 

Richa rd Nolen 
Marguerite True 
Marzieh Gail 

The Promised Day Is Come Borah Kavelin 
The Divine A rt of Living Elsie Austin 
Baha'i World Faith Audrey Windheiser 

HOMECOMING SESSION September 2-3 Labor Day Week-End 
Consultation - Inspiration - Fellowship - Entertainment 

INSTITUTES and informal DISCUSSIONS on current Baha'i problems will 
be included at every session, as well as RECREATION. 

PLEASE bring the TEXTS listed for the session or sessions you expect to 
attend, or books may be purchased at the school. 

EACH SESSION will open with a Saturday evening social gathering. Classes 
will begin Sunday morning, continuing daily through Friday. Public 
Meetings will be held every Sunday afternoon at 3:00 P.M. 

RATES - For room and meals, per person per day: 
Adults: Single room ..... - - ........ _ .......... _ ................. $4.00 

Double room .... , ..................... , .............. ,........ 3.00 
Dormitory ...... -......... - ................... _ ........ 2.50 
Cottage, double ...... - ................................. 3.75 
Cottage, single .................. _ .......... __ ........ " 5.00 

Youth at Youth Sessions only ................................... 2.25 
RESERVATIONS should designate: 

1. Session or sessions in which you wish to enroll. 
2. Type of accommodations preferred. (If you wish transportation 

arranged from Flint or Davison, give exact date, time and place of 
your expected arrivaL) 

WRITE TO: Registrar: 
Louhelen Baha'i School, 
3208 S. State Road, 
Davison, Michigan 

Inter-America Committee 
Fifty-four elected delegates plan to attend the first Conventions of Latin 

America, to be held in Panama City t Panama, and Lima, Peru, April 22-24. 
Four members of the National Spiritual Assembly of thp United States will 
be present at these historic occasions. The Conventions will be followed by 
schools and general teaching conference. The following agendas have been 
planned, and attendance is open to both Latin and North American believers 
who find it possible to be there. 

First Latin American Annnal Convention 
Theme - "Year of Dedi"ation" 

Daily Schedule: 
Devotional meeting, 9:00-9:15 A.M. 
Morning Session, 9:15 A.M.-12:00 Noon 
Noon Prayer Period (silent)-12:oo Noon 
Afternoon Session, 2:30-5:30 P.M. 
Evening Meeting, 8:15 P.M. 

Program and Agenda 
(First Day, April 22, 1961) 

8:15 P.M. - Feast of Ri<;lvan and Welcome to Delegates and Visitors. 
(Second Day, April 23. 1951) 

9:00-9:15 A.M. - Devotions 
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9:15 A.M. to 12:00 Noon: 
I, Opening Business 

Prayer and opening of the Convention by the presiding officer of the 
NSA 

Roll Call of Delegate •. 
Election of Permanent Convention Officers. 
Message from the Inter-America Committee. 

II. Reading and Discussion of Message from Shoghi Effendi. 
lIZ. Appointment of Committee for Convention Message to the Guardian. 
12:00 Noon 

Prayer. (silent) 
2:30 P.M. to 5:30 P.M. 

I. Adoption of Convention Message to the Guardian. 
II. Report of Teaching Committee. 

III. Teaching Plans for 1951-1952. 
What was most successful in this year's campaign? 
Planning for future Institutes and Schools. 
Developing new literature and study aids. 

IV. The Institution of the National Fund. 
8:15 P.M. - Presentation of Gift Film of Haifa from the National Spirit

ual Assembly of the United States. 
(Third Day, April 24, 1951) 

9:00-9:15 A.M. Devotions. 
':15 A.M.-12:00 Noon 

I. Election of National Spiritual Assembly, 
n. Our Mission in the World Order of Baha'u~llab (Discussion). 

III. Teaching by Local Assemblies. (By d<>legates) 
What teaching suggestions can your Assembly make to your 

National Spiritual Assembly? 
What general suggestions? 
What local goals can your Assembly advise fl)r 1951·'52? 

12:00 Noon 
Prayer. (Silent) 

2:30-5:30 P.M. 
I. Announcement of National Assembly Election. 

II. Presentation of the elected members by Convention Chairman. 
III. Acclamation of the new National Spiritual Assembly by the Baha'i 

World CommWlity and by representatives of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the United States. 

IV. Photographs (Indoor) 
Convention, with Baha'i visitors. 
Delegates, without visitors. 
National Assembly. 

8:15 P.M. 
1. Discussion special subjects voted by the delegates. 

II. Summary by Convention Secretary. 
III. Closing of Convention by Convention Chairman. 

BaM'i Convention Sehool and Teaching Conference 
April 25, 26 and 27 

9:00-9:15.A.M. -
':15·10:38 A.M. -

10:45-12:00 Noon""': 

12:00 Noon
%:30-5:00 P.M. -

Daily Schedule: 
Devotional meeting. 
Firf't Class under the guidance of the Inter·America 
Committee: 
Theme: "The Messages of the Guardian to Latin Amer· 

ica" 
Second Class unner the guidance of the lAC: Theme: 
"God Passes By" with background from the "Dawn· 
Breakers" 
Prayer. (Silent) 
Teaching Conference (under the direction of CEBMA in 
Panama and of CEBSA in Lima, Peru) 
This Conference does not consist of .::-lasses, but is the 
discussion during two days, April 26 and 27, of the 
following themes: 

(Continued on page 10) 
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This exblblt ·was in the Portsmouth. 
N. B. Library 

In d i vi d u a I Portsmouth, N.H. 
Baha'is are writing to isolated be
lievers throughout the state telling 
them about community plans, in· 
viting them to meetings, and estab· 
lisbing personal contacts. They hope 
that every isolated believer will 
have received a letter from every 
active member of the community 
by the end of the year. 

The Pennsylvania Regional Com~ 
mittee held the first Baha'i public 
meeting in Coatesville at the Coach 
and Four Inn on Jan. 14th. William 
Sears spoke on "A Religion for this 
Atomic Age" and Mrs. Annamarie 
Honnold acted as chairman. In spite 
of a blizzard, 35 people attended. 
A followup discussion was held in 
Coatesville on January 25th. 

Butte, Montana, friends are hay· 
ing a zinc etching of the Temple 
to be used with quotations in the 
cheaper classified section of the 
daily newspaper under the fraternal 
section at the rate of 9c per line. 

Leo Kottas was invited to speak 
on the Faith before a Helena church 
society. 

Fresno, California, Baha'is hold 
monthly public meetiogs with an 
average attendance of 40. Mrs., Ma· 
mie Seto spoke on "Divine Guidance 
in World Affairs U and Dr . John 
Stroessler on "The Greatest Gift to 
Mankind". At Palo Alt", Leroy Ioas 
spoke to more than 100 people on 
; 'World Thinking for World People". 
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Denver Baha'is gave a program 
of music and readings for the Home 
for Adult Blind in Denver. They told 
about Baha'i books available in 
Braille. Friends at Colorado Springs 
had a novel farewell party for Mrs. 
LouIie Mathews and Miss Ophelia 
Crum. who were s ailing for the West 
Indies. Each guest brought a secret 
ingredient for the soup, according 
to an old Chinese custom. 

Enge1wooo Baha'is have an 
"Each one bring one" supper once 
a month to introduce the Faith to 
new people. The regular study 
classes and firesides are announced 
for those who wish to return for 
more information. At the New 
Year's Eve party, guests were so 
interested in what Miss Beatrice Ir
win told them about the Faith that 
they didn't want to stop to play the 
games that had been planned. The 
discussion lasted well past midnight. 

Fred Schechter spoke over the 

Syracuse University Radio Station 
on January third as a followup to 
the Life Magazine article on the 
Faith. lie has been asked to give 
another radio talk later in the win
ter. Lowell Johnson was asked to 
speak before the Lions Club of Syra
cuse as a result of the State Fair 
Exhibit. 

In Peori 8, reviews of books of 
current interest have been adver
tised widely. Refreshments are 
served. Sufficient interest has been 
aroused to start a fireside. 

Portland 1 Maine. For the second 
time the same minister mentioned 
the Faith in a sermon. His sermon: 
HFrom Moses Toward the World 
Faith of Baha'u'llah" 

Newton, Massaehusetts_ Dr. 
Manucher J avid spoke to a com
bined meeting of about 75 young peo
ple of the Congregational, Methodist 
and Episcopal churches. 

At Tight: 

Firs' progress picture of the ornamenta~ 
tion of the dome interior - February 26, 
1951. A temporary fiooring has been laid 
across the bottom of the dome In order to 
earry on this work elflclently and safely. 

Below: 
Jessie and Ethel Revell. 2nd and 3r<1 
fl'Gm the len, a.board the SS La.Gua.:rdia 
with the New York Baha'is who came to 

see them otT. 

APRIL,195J 

(Inter-America, Cont'd.) 

1 - "Preparation for Membership in the Baha'i Com
munity". 

2 - Public Teaching-the art of ath-acting new people 
to the Teachings. 

3 - Teaching by Radio, Visual Aids and Displays. 
4 - Teaching our Children. 
5 - Intimate Teaching Classes and the Art of Con

firming the Students. 
6 - Youth Activities. 

2:3()·5:00 P.M. - April 25_ Free from set programs, so that delegates 
may arrange their passage home and go sightseeing. 

8:15 P.M. April 25 - Public Meeting. 
8:15 P.M. April 26 - Presentation of gift fiJrns from Inter-America Com. 
8: 15 P .M_ April 27 - Formal Closing of the Convention School. 

The newly elected National Spiritual Assemblies will confer during the 
school and conference period, and North American Assembly members 
plan to remain for a part of the consultation. 
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World Religion Day in Lima. Peru 

Speakers. fGr the panel;· "Pro.rress I've Seen toward Brotherbood" sponsored by the 
JIahj,~is 01 Cbampalp·UrbBba.. Usten to the Negro oehojr whif'b saRg' before the 

discussion. 

Students from 41raq and Bri11sb Guiana are beiD.1ir served punch at the Cha.mpa.icn
lJrbana Bro-therbood meeting. Stndents from tell countries a..t;teDded. 
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Baha'is of Maui, T. D., receive 
a fifteen minute free broadcast each 
month over station KMVI. Before 
each broadcast an ad is placed in 
the daily newspaper, 70 postcards 
are mailed, and spot announcements 
are made over the radio. The friends 
have been setting aside pennies or 
nickels or dimes and bringing them 
to Feasts to contribute to a I<Thank
lui" Fund. In -three months $17 extra 
was collected for the Victory Fund 
in this way, 

In Boise, Idaho, a symposium was 
held in the Blue Room of the Owyhee 
Hotel on "What Is This Faith Called 
Baha'i?" Speakers presented the fol. 
lowing topics: "Its Identity with and 
Distinction from Other Religions" , 
'~Its History and Aims", "Its Proofs 
of Authority", and '~Its Offering to 
You as an Individual lt • In November 
there were 10 firesides in Boise. 

The Oregon Regional Teaching 
Committee plans a survey of col
leges in Oregon to determine how 
many have courses in comparative 
religions, what religions are includ
ed, what books are used, and whether 
any Baha'i books are in the library. 
Wherever possible these contacts 
will be made in. person. 

Prince Georges County, Mal'yland. 
Within an area of 10 miles, eight iso
lated believers had been working in
dependently and making no prog
ress. In 1949, these eight decided to 
work jointly on Feasts and regular 
firesides. Soon 5 non-Baha'is were at· 
tending. The State Convention was 
held in Riverdale (one of the area 
towns), and a member of the group 
was elected delegate to the Nation
al Convention. In 1950, they decided 
to function as a group with a chair
man. Five new believers were at
tracted. Two big public meetings 
showed evidences of receiving atten
tion from non-Baha'is, including 
ministers, and another new believer 
was received. 

Charleston, West Virginia. As a 
finale to a series of sketches of the 
city's churches and denominations, 
the Char~e.ston Gazette wrote of the 
Baha'i Faith. A separate article cov
ered the history of the assembly in 
that city and included a picture of 
the local assembly. 

Salt Lake City, Utah. Mrs. Helga 
Johnson was interviewed about the 
Faith on a television show. 
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AroID1d the Baha'i World positions as teachers under the Go,'
ernment 1 and that Baha'i youth who 
wish to serve the Cause of Baha
'u'llah among the- Eskimos be encour
aged to enter the teaching profession 
with emphasis on welfare teaching. 
For those who volunteer there will 
be many recompenses: 

(The following news items were 
taken from the Geneva Bt,reau News 
Exchange) 

BRITISH ISLES 
At a ene day conference held in 

London members of the Africa Com· 
mittee consulted together with 2 non
Baha'i authorities and a young Af
rican on the far-reaching aspects of 
introducing the Faith in this vast 
field. Africa's need· for a spiritual 
contribution, the aspirations of mod
ern Africa, and Africa's languages 
were discussed. 

A pioneer offer for the African 
field has been received from Dr. A: 
Afnan. Claire Gung was to leave as 
the first pioneer on January 3 for 
Tanganyika, where she has taken a 
job as Assistant Matron at a school 
in the Lushoto Mountains, 150 miles 
from Dares Salaam. Claire asks for 
the prayers of the whole Baha'i 
Community. 

"The mere act of launching upon 
so glorious, so fateful an enter~ 

prise," assures the Guardian, Hwill 
of necessity create at this propitious 
hour the receptivity which will en~ 
able a swiftly marching, stout-heart
ed, virile Community, now standin g 
o_n the threshold of its mission be
yond the seas, to attract a fresh 
measure of celestial potency ade~ 
quate to its growing needs and its 
ever-expanding responsibilities." 

GERMANY 
Youth Winter Camp was held Jan

uary 1-7 in Badener Hohe, with ski
ing. tobogganing, games, etc. HWin_ 
ter evenings are long, but not for 
us! - there are so many questions 
about God and the world in the 
minds and hearts of young folks_ and 
we can all sing and play too." 

The Statistical Department of 
Wiirttemberg District drew the at
tention of the German NSA to the 
fact that the Baha'i religion was 
registered among the twelve con
lessions mentioned in the census 
form_ and advised that the Baha'is 
register as such_ The German NSA 
mentions this in the German News
letter with deep satisfaction as a 
milestone in the history of the F ai th 
in that country marking an impor
tant step towards its recognition by 
the State . . . on an equal basis 
with other faiths. 

The Berlin friends have been asked 
by the NSA not to send anything to 

the Eastern Zone, not even letters. 
Thus some letters sent in their care, 
are still held, waiting for better 
times. 

CANADA 
The Canadian Baha'i News gives 

. an interesting and helpful account of 
opportunities for Baha'i teachers 
among the Eskimos, of whom there 
are 6,000 in the Eastern, and 1500 
in the Western Arctic. The Eskimos 
have a friendly attitude toward white 
people, and are receptive to outside 
teachings. The Eskimo - Committee 
recommends that Baha'is who are 
already trained as ,teachers, espe
cially welfare teachers, apply fot 

L They will have the greatest op
portunity to present the teachings 
of BahA'u'llah in a virgin area. 

2. They will have a unique experi
ence among a people who are loved 
by those who have had intimate con
tact with them_ 

3_ They will be well paid for the 
normal duties required of them. 
There will be no need for financial 
assistance from the National fUhd. 

World Religion Day display at Coburn Libra.ry, Colorado Collf',-e, Colora..do Springs. 
showing Ute page de"eted 1.0 ~Abdu'I·Baha. when -he- sp.)ke at Stanford University In 

Palo AUo in 1912. 
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The Guardian's Messages 
to the 1951 National Convention 

(My) heart (is) filled (with) 
thankfulness (at) contemplation (of 
the) chain (of) swiftly succeeding, 
epoch.making events transpiring (in 
the) course (of the) fifth year of 
the) second Seven Year Plan, ren
dered memorable through associa
tion (with the) Centenary (of the) 
Martyrdom (of the) Prophet·Herald 
(of the) BaM'i Dispensation testifying 
(to) God's unfailing protection (and 
the) manifold blessings vouchsafed 
(to the) Community (of the) Most 
Great Name alike (in) its World 
Center (and in) all can tinen ts (of 
the) globe. 

Divine retributive justice (is) 
strikingly demonstrated through (a) 
series (of) sudden, rapid, devastat
ing blows sweeping over leaders 
(and) henchmen (of) breakers (of) 
Baha'u'lliiliJs Covenant foiling (the) 
schemes, levelling (the) hopes, 
(and) well-nigh extioguishing (the) 
remnants (of the) conspiring crew 
which dared challenge (the) author
ity, succeeded (in) inflicting untold 
sorrow (and) assiduously plotted 
(to) disrupt (the) Will (and) Testa
ment (of) its appointed Center. 

(The) triumphant, resistlessly ex· 
panding Baha'i Administrative Or
der now embraces (one) htmdred 
(and) six sovereign states (and) de
pendencies constituting (an) addi
tion (of) no less (than) twenty·seven 
countries since (the) Centenary cele
bration (of the) Declaration (of the) 
Mission (of the) Holy Bab. 

(The) number of languages (into 
which) Baha'i literature (is) trans
lated (or in) process (of) translation 
(is) over eighty. 

(The) number (of) incorporated 
Assemblies, local (and) national, (is) 
(one) hundred (and) ten. 

(The) Centenary (of the) Martyr
dom (of the) Herald (of the) Faith 
(was) befittingly commemorated, 
synchronizing (with the) completion 

(of the) Arcade (and) Parapet (of) 
His Sepulchre (on) Mount Carmel, 
marking (the) termination (of the) 
two-year, quarter million dollar en
terprise. 

(The) preliminaries (for the) erec
tion (of) two additional Pillars (of 
the) Universal House (of) Justice, 
culminating (in the) formation (of) 
National Assemblies (in) Central 
America, Mexico, (and the) Antilles~ 
(and in) South America (has been) 
successfully concluded, following 
(the) raising (of a) similar Pillar 
(in the) Dominion (of) Canada. 

(The) interior ornamentation (of 
the) Mother Temple (of the) West 
(is) viriually completed, paving 
(the) way (for the) provision (of) 
accessories (and) landscaping (in) 
preparation (of its) public dedica
tion destioed (to) coincide (with the) 
twin cele br a tion s (of the) consum
mation (of the) fifty year old enter
prise (and the) Birth (of) BaM
'u'llan's prophetic mission. 

(The) prelude (to the) historic 
African campaign, (the) foremost 
objective (of the) two year plan (of 
the) Baha'i Community (of the) Brit
ish Isles, linking in formal associ
ation four National Assemblies (is) 
marked by (the) departure (of the) 
first pioneer (to) Tanganyika (and) 
plans (for) settlement Gold Coast 
(and) Uganda. 

Contracts amolUlting (to) over two 
hundred ten thousand dollars suc
ces~ively placed (for) stones, win
dow frame'3, railing, steel, ~enlent 
r~quired (for the) erection (of the) 
Octagon, Cylinder (and) Dome (of 
the) Bab's Sepulchre raising (to) six
teen hundred tons total tonnage or
dered (from) Italy. 

(A) quarter-century old project 
(is) terminated through (the) con
struction (of the) last two terraces 
connecting (the) same edifice (with 
the) Templar Colony (at the) foot 
(of) Carmel. 
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(The) four year plan initiated (by 
the) Persian National Assembly (in 
the) promotion (of the) interests (of 
the) women members (of the) com
munity (is) successfully concluded 
despite increasing disabilities result
ing (from the) recrudescence (of) 
religious fanaticism afflictiog (the) 
sore-pressed homeland (of) Bah,;,
'u'l1.ah. 

(A) notahle step (in the) progress 
(of) Baha'i women (of the) Middle 
East (is) taken through (the) exten
sion (of the) right (of) membership 
(in) local Assemhlies (to) women 
believers (in) Egypt. 

(The) third European Teaching 
Conference (and) Summer School 
(was) held (in) Copenhagen (and) 
attended (by) (one) hundred seven
ty-seven (persons) representing 
twenty-two countries. 

(The) second All-Swiss Conference 
convened (in) Zurich, foreshadowing 
(the) closer integration (of the) ten 
goal countries (of the) European 
continent through (the) eventual for
mation (of) regional National As
semblies (in) Scandinavia, (the) 
Benelux countries, Switzerland, Ital· 
ian (and) Iberian peninsulas. 

Baha'i literature (in) Greenlandic, 
previously disseminated as far (as) 
Thule, Etah, beyond (the) Arctic 
Circle, (has been) dispatched (to) 
radio station (in) Brondlundsfjord, 
Peary Land, eighty·second latitude, 
northernmost outpost (of the) globe. 

Ties, linking (the) World Center 
(of the) Faith (with the) newly
emerged, rapidly consoJidating sov
ereign state (in the) Holy Land, 
(have been) reinforced through (the) 
delivery (by the) Ministry (of) Re
ligious Affairs (of the) Mazra'ih 
Mansion (into) Baha'i custody, (the) 
recognition (of) Bah a' i Holy Days 
(by the) Ministry (of) Education 
(and) Culture, following exemption 
granted (to) Baha'i international en
dowments, (and) recognition accord
ed Baha'i marriage certificate. 

Baha'u'llah's residence (in) 'Akka, 
(the) scene (of) severe crises (in 
the) course (of the) ministries (of 
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the) Founder (of the) Faith (and 
the) Center (of His) Covenant reno
vated (and) furnished, (are) added 
(to t\le) Holy Places already opened 
(to the) steadily swelling number 
(of) visitors both local (and) foreign. 

(A) significant step (was) taken 
(by the) City Governorate (of) Cairo 
presaging (the) eventual recogni
tion (by) state authorities (of the) 
Baha'i laws (of) personal status, al
ready codified (and) submitted (to 
the) central government (by the) 
Egyptian National Assembly. 

Bonds binding (the) Baha'i w~rld 
commWlity (to) United Nations 
strengthened (by) Baha'i participa
tion (in) regional conference (of) 
Non - Governmental Organizations 
(in) Geneva (and) Istanbul. 

Preliminary steps taken (in) prep
aration (of) final design (for the) 
Ma!IDriqu'I-Adhkar (on) Mount Car
mel by President (of the) Interna
tional BaM.'i Council, specifically 
appointed (by) 'Abdu'I-Baha (to be) 
its archi teet. 

Process (of the) unfoldment (of 
the) ever-advancing Administrative 
Order accelerated (by the) forma
tion (of the) International Baha'i 
Council designed (to) assist (in the) 
erection (of the) superstructure (of 
the) Bab's Sepulchre, cement ties 
uniting (the) budding World Admini
strative Center with (the) recently 
established state, (and) pave (the) 
way (for the) formation (of the) 
Baha'i Court, essential prelude (to 
the) institution lof the) Universal 
House (of) Justice. 

(I) hail particularly (the) brilliant 
victory won (by the) American 
Bahit'i Community (in) meeting 
(the) financial requirements (for 
the) completion (of the) interior or
namentation (of the) Temple (and) 
eliminating (the) deficit (in the) Vic
tory Fund, exploits doubly meritori
ous owing (to the) added responsibil
ities courageously assumed (to) as
sist enterprise (in the) Mrican field, 
(and) construction (of the) Bab's 
Sepulchre (in the) Holy Land. 

(I am) thrilled (by the) multiple 
evidences (of the) simultaneous pros
ecution (of) Baha'i national plans, 
East (and) West, (and the) rise 
(and) steady consolidation (of the) 
World Center (of the) Faith, consti
tuting (the) distinguishing features 
(of , the) second epoch (of the) For
mative Age whose inception (on the) 
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morrow (of the) Second World War 
coincided (with the) inauguratiOn (of 
the) second Baha'i century, and 
which bids fair (to) eclipse (the) 
splendors (of the) preceding epoch, 
which posterity will associate with 
(the) birth (and) rise (of the) em
bryonic World Order of Baha'u'llah. 

Cablegram received 
April 25, 1951 

(signed) SHooHl 

Reorientation 
Cable from Shoghi Effendi 

Emergence (of) independent sov
ereign state (in) Holy Land, syn
chronizing (with the) rise (and) con
solidahon (of the) Administrative 
Center (of the) World Faith (of) 
Baha'u'llilh of which (the) establish
ment (of the) International Baha'i 
COtulcil (and the) construction (of 
the) superstructure (of the) Bab's 
Sepulchre constitute (the) initial ma
jor evidences, as well as (the) proj
ected acquisition (of) extensive 
properties (in) close neighborhood 
(of the) Most Holy Tomb (of) 
Baha and (the) precincts (of the) 
Shrine (on) Mount Carmel, Haifa, 
essential (to) their preservation, re
sulting (from) far-reaching changes 
(in the) newly-established state, de
mand henceforth reorientation (and) 
necessitate increasing financial sup~ 
port by Baha'i National Communities 
(of) East (and) West, through cur
tailment (of) national (and) local 
budgets. (The) extent (of) appro
priations (from) national (and) 10-
c.l budgets (of) communities (in) 
both hemispheres (is) regarded (as 
a) spiritual obligation (and) left (to 
the) discretion (of the) elected rep
resentatives (of the) believers. 
Moreover, participation (of) indivi
dual helievers, through contribu
tions directly transmitted (to the) 
Holy Land (are) imperative and be
yond (the) scope (of the) jurisdic
tion (of) National (and) local As
semblies. Upon (the) response (of 
the) privileged builders (of the) 
World Order (of) Bah!i'u'llilh de
pends (the) nature (and the) rapid
ity (of the) evolution (of the) World 
Administrative Center designed (to) 
culminate (in the) erection (of the) 
last unit crowning (the) structure 
(of the) embryonic World Order (of) 
Baha'u'llah. 

(Our) distinguished co-worker. 
Millie Collins, Vice..;chairman (of 

the) International Council (is) ac
quainting you (with the) pressing 
problems (and the) projected plans 
(of) contracts afoot designed (to) 
accelerate (the) process initiated 
(in the) Holy Land (for the) further
ance (of my) supreme, momentous, 
highly meritorious objectives. Com
municate (this) message (to) all 
National Assemblies. 

(signed) SHOeHI 

Received April 25, 1951. 

Convention Messages 
to the Guardian 

I. 
Forty-third Convention deeply 

grateful presence Amelia Collins 
binding American Community closer 
World Center Faith, and increasing 
our awareness problems momentous 
labors beloved Guardian. Happy an
nounce presence newly declared 
Gold Coast believer, harbinger suc
cessful African campaign. Awed, in
spired by message and letter re
vealing manifold responsibilities op
portunities challenging hour. Im~ 
plore prayers for assistance COD

summate total victory. Assure be
loved Guardian we are prepared un
dertake whatever sacrifices re
quired. Deepest love. 

(signed) BAHA'i CONVENTION 

April 28, 1951 
II. 

Hearts deeply moved Guardian's 
gift attar rose, token his sustaining 
love_ each believer. Yesterday held 
first convention devotions under 
thrilling beauty temple dom":!. Grate
ful continuing proofs loving provi
dence shown by formation interna
tional council, establishment two 
new pillars Universal House Justice, 
evidences swiftly unfolding Divine 
Plan. Humbly realize victories al
ready granted merely milestone 
global mission requiring complete 
dedication. 

(signed) BAHA'! CONVENTION 

April 30, 1951 

Convention Message 
frODl the Guardian 

Convention 
% Baha'i, Wilmette 

Deeply touched (by) message, 
value noble sentiments, supplicating 
unprecedented blessings. 

Cablegram received 
May 3, 1951 

(signed) SROOm 



BAHA'i NEWS 

"We Are Prepared ... " 
Beloved Baha'i friends: 

With these words, the Forty-Third 
Annual Convention assured the be
loved Guardian that the American 
believers 'Iare prepared to undertake 
all sacrifices required to fulfill their 
manifold responsibilities" during the 
two-year period of extended auster· 
ity. 

The sacred collective obligations 
we face will require: 

1. Payment of contracts amount
ing to $200 ,000 for the stone immedi
ately necessary for construction of 
the Holy Shrine of the Bilb. 

2. The fulfilment of our Budget re
quirements amounting to $175,000 
covering essential objectives during 
this, the next to last year of the 
Seven Year Plan, plus the sum of 
$75,000 which has been allocated for 
Temple landscaping. 

3. Contributions made directly to 
the Holy Land which, in the words 
of the Guardian, are "imperative 
and beyond the scope of the jurisdic
tion of National and local Assem
blies." 

This means that the total collec
tive oblIgatIOn to be met IS $450,000 
-a sum entirely apart from the in. 
dividual contributions which will be 
made directly to the beloved Guard. 
ian. 

In the historic year just ended, in 
which the Americ'an Baha'is have 
won a "brilliant victory", we com· 
pleted the Temple Fund and wiped 
out the deficit by contributions total. 
ling $450,000. 

The budget required for all our 
obligations this year is the same as 
last year. 

The National Spiritual Assembly is 
confident that the assurance given 
the Guardian by the Convention 
delegates will be upheld by the be
lievers of the American commu· 
nity who will seize this glorious op· 
portunity and privilege to lighten the 
burden and gladden the hea rt of the 
revered Guardian. ·'In this supreme 
. . . sttcred . . . undertaking . . . 
the members of the American Baha'i 
Community must ... set an example 
of self.abnegation worthy to be emu· 
lated by their fellow·workers in ev· 
ery land. To participate . . . is a 
privilege which only posterity will be 
able to correctly appraise." 

UNo sacrifice can be deemed too 

great, no expenditure of material re. 
sources, no degree of renunciation 
of worldly benefits, comfort and 
pleasures, can be regarded as exces· 
sive when we recall the precious 
blood that flowed, the many Ii ves 
that were snuffed out, the wealth of 
material possessions that was plun
dered, during the most tumultuous 
and cataclysmic. years of the heroic 
age of our Faith." 

After investigation, the National 
Spiritual Assembly suggests the best 
way for individual Baha'is to send 
contributions is directly to the Guard
ian. 

For amounts $1.00 to $20.00: Pur
chase American Express Domestic 
Money Orders and mail them to the 
Guardian. 

For amounts $21.00 and more: 
Purchase American Express For· 
eign Money Orders. These Foreign 
money orders are transmitted by the 
American Express Company to the 
person for whom the dona tion is in
tended, and the name of the donor 
is not supplied to the recipient 
abroad. Thus it is necessary for each 
believer who contributes by purchas
ing a Foreign money order to advise 
the Guardian of the gift, supplying 
him the number indicated on the re
ceipt which the American Express 
Company provides the donor. 

In instructing the Company where 
to deliver the Foreign money or
der. and in writing the Guardian. the 
correct address is: Shoghi Effendi 
Rabbani, P. O. Box 155, Haifa, 
Israel. Send your communication 
airmail, the rate being 25c per 'h 
ounce. 

-NA'I10NAL SPIRITUAL ASSZ:MBLY 

The Beauty of the Shrine 
Publishing Announcement 

The frontispiece to Volume IX of 
The Baha'i World, as the friends re· 
call, was a reproduction in full color 
of Mr. Sutherland Maxwell's design 
for th.e $brine of the Bab. In that 
illustration the impressive grace of 
the Shrine in its final completion 
was revealed for the first time. 

Now the Guardian has permitted 
the reprint of that illustration fr.om 
the color plates, and the PublisIUtlg 
Committee has a supply on hand. 
Copies can be sent anywhere in the 
world at $0.50 per copy. 

The Guardian Defines 
Our Essential Objectives 
"The e.""(tension of the neces

sary material support and ad
ministrative guidance to the 

. forthcoming National Assem-
blies of Central and South Amer
ica that win enable them to de· 
velop along sound lines and 
without any setback in the 
course of their unfoldment; the 
steady consolidation of the vic· 
tories already won in the ten 
goal countries of Europe; the 
main,tenance, at its present 
level and at whatever cost, of 
the status of the Assemblies and 
groups (Le., in America) so 
laboriously built up; the pro
vision of whatever is required 
to fully .complete the interior of 
the Temple and beautify the 
grounds surrounding it, in prep~ 
aration for its formal inauguTa· 
tion and its use for public wor· 
ship--these Should be regarded 
as the essential objectives of the 
American Baha'i Community 
during the two year interval 
separating us from the Centen· 
ary celebrations 0.1. ___ the pro--._ 
phetie Mission of the Founder 
of our Faith. "-8UOOHI EPFB'NDI 
(from letter of March 29, 1951 
published in this issue). 

Annual Election 

3 

The results of the annual election, 
and the or ganiza tion of the incom
ing National Spiritual Assembly, are 
reported as follows:-

Mr. Paul E. Haney, Chairman 
Mr. H. B. Kavelin, Vice-ChaiTman 
Mr. Horace Holley, Secret4ry 
Miss Edna M. True, Recording 

Secretary 
Mr. Leroy C. Ioas, Treasurer 
Mrs. Dorothy Baker 
Miss Elsie Austin 
Mr. Wm~ Kenneth Christian 
Mrs. Mamie Seto 

The Gnar4ian:s M~ge to 
. Newly.Eleeted NlI,tiimal 

~bly 
Assure ne-vly-elected Assembly 

loving,. fervent prayers. 

Cablegram received 
May 3, 1951 

(signed) SHOGIII 
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World Religion Day 
World Religion Day marked its 

second annual date last January in 
an increasing number of cOWltries 
throughout the Baha'i world. Reports 
from far-flung corners of the globe 
tell of successful activities of an 
event which in one year grew from 
an idea to a recognized calendar 
day. From India's NSA: "We con
gratulate you for this brilliant 
achievement and we are very glad 
to inform you that we had here a 
very nice World Religion Day'.H 
From the British NSA: We thank 
you warmly for the World Religion 
Day material." And 300 miles east 
of the Azores, a floating observance 
of the World Religion Day was held 
on the S.S. Laguardia by Jessie and 
Ethel Revell. Fifty non-Baha'is of 
various nationalities attended in re
sponse to the invitation listed in the 
ship's official calendar. 

Jl.IAY,1951 

In the U.S, more than 120 public 
meetings were held. These meetings 
attracted about 3,000 non-BaM'is_ 
Thousands of other persons were 
reached with the Baha'i message by 
communities using other tools of 
public relations. As in 1950, this 

-year's event commanded more pres-

The 100,000 citizens of Topeka., Kansas.. had an opportunity 10 learn 01 the Faith 
through this exhibit during Brotherhood Week. 

tige publicity for the Faith than any 
single event in recent years. 

These facts were gathered from 

the- marked questionnaires received 
by Public Relations from 124 assem
blies and 20 regional committees. 
Other activities reported included: 
99 communities distributed litera. 

Over 5010 pieces 01 publleity from newspapers and maga.zines in Ute UDI:ted. sta..tes 
have come to the .'kntioa of the Public Rela.tions Committee. The bead~ines above 

demonstrate the wide variety of publicity opport.unities. 

ture, 57 conducted broadcasts, 23 
printed programs, 19+ reported~ pub
licity, 58 advertised in newspapers, 
82 had displays in libraries and store 
windows and 68 planned follow-up 
activities. 

For World Religion Day, Public 
Relations distributed more than 
20,000 pages of mimeographed re
leases, program suggestions and 
scripts. In addition, 5,000 maps of 
the Baha'i World Community and 
4,480 pamphlets ("Religion of World 
Unity") were sent to communities. 
A portfolio of materials was sent 
to the Guardian, other NSA's and 
Baha'i centers in Latin America aml 
Europe. A display of World Religion 
Day results, exhibited at the Annual 
Convention, will be reproduced for 
community use. 

-·B.uiA'f PUBUC RELATIONS 

Miss Vera Richter. an isolated 
Baha'i shut-in of Grand Haven, Mich
ig'an., prepared a living room window 
display of pictures, poster, and books 
for World Religion Day. 

Topeka, Kansas. As a result of a 
window display in the bank, one of 
the Baha'is was invited to talk about 
the Faith to a large group of Con
gregational church women. 



BAHA'iN~ws 

Av.svaJia.'s PIX magazine had this as a page In its article of Fa.ith. 

Referenees to the Faith 
Among the hundreds of references 

on file with Public Relations is the 
picture story "What Is Baha'i?" 
(above) which appeared in the Aus· 
tralian LIFE·like magazine PIX. "A 
religion," the article states, "that 
began in a blood·bath between rival 
Mulfammadan sects in the middle 
of the last century has developed 
into a world-wide faith that now at
tracts many Europeans because of 
its tolerance and breadth of vision 
on world affairs. This is Baha'i." 

Other interesting references: Cap
tioned the "Classmate" to a picture 
of the Baha'i Temple: uThe towering 
dome awakens many thoughts in the 
minds of men.· ' ... Wrote a feature 
writer in the Columbus, Ohio Dis
patch: "There' is one religious 

group in Columbus that isn't likely 
to pick a quarrel with anyone. It is 
the Baha'I World Faith." ... In the 
Wilmette IILife" was featured re
cently a poem entitled "God Most 
Glorious." Its author: Horace 
Holley. 

-BAHA'i PUBLIC RELATIONS 
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Life Publicity 
A questionnaire concerning the 

Baha'i story in LIFE magazine 
brought 112 replies from communi. 
ties. Two·thirds of the communities 
indicated a favorable reaction to the 
article. Assembly comments in. 
eluded: •• Marvelous means to talk 
about faith to non-Baha'is" ... "Edi
tor took Temple mat to be published 
first time and consequently good. 
publicity on World Religion Day" .. ~ 
"Rather questionable, than unfavor ... 
able" ... "Public relations release 
referring to LIFE article resulted in 
most outstanding publicity we have 
received in last ten years." 

A note from the NSA of India, 
Paki~tan, and Burma pointed out 
an error probably missed by most 
American eyes. "The picture which 
appeared in the LIFE and shows 
Prophet Mohammad seems to be 
the picture of Sultan· Mohammad, 
one of the Caliphs of Turkey and 
not of that Holy Prophet. You will 
notice the Crown on the head of the 
man, which is the Symbol of King· 
ship." ·The Committee passed this 
observation to LIFE's editors. 

More than 50 letters were received 
from LIFE's readers as a result of 
the article. A chiropractor wrote: 
"My attention was drawn to your 
work through LIFE magazine. It is 
of great interest to know that a 
church exists that is trying to do 
and bring about one church. U ••• 

From New Jersey: "It was through 
LIFE magazine that I found out 
about Baha'i." ... From Los An· 
geles: "Having read of Baha'i in 
LIFE. I am keenly interested." .. ~ 
HFrom Wellesley college: "I have 
just read of your faith in LIFE mag
azine. I am most interested in a uni
versal type of religion." . . . From 
l\1aine; "After reading about the 
Baha'i religion in LIF E magazine, I 
would be very interested in learning 
more about it. H ••• From California: 
"The purpose behind the movement 
'to unite under God nine of the 
world's faiths' is of grave concern to 
myself. " 

To these inquiries, Public Rela· 
tions sent materials and a covering 
letter. (The Committee received 
about 300 similar requests last 
year.) 

College Station, Texas. A long 
article about the Faith appeared in 
this town's only papert which is free 
and thrown into every yard. 
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European Teaching News 
Reports have been received about 

observances of World Religion Day. 
Oslo had an excellent program 
with Jean Deleuran, of Copenhagen, 
as speaker and the largest attend· 
ance they ever had so far. In Brus
sels two talks were given, by Miss 
loas and Mr. Henuzet, before an au
dience of 50 persons after which a 
press-conierence was held with the 
result that commentaries about the 
Faith appeared in several papers. In 
Rome, Professor Bausani spoke to 
an interested audience on the "Unity 
cd Religion" and in Florence, Ugo 
Giachery talked before an audjence 
of 38 people. 

We are happy to report that Baha'i 
Centers, these invaluable assets for 
the propagation and deepening of 
the Faith, have by now been estab
lished in Amsterdam, Brussels, Lux
embourg-Ville, Bern and Lisbon. In 
Belgium and Italy the friends have 
their own regular Baha'i Bulletins 
and jn. Switzerland one is a bout to 
be initiated. 

As an example of the sustained 
activities being carried on, and of 
the excellent manner in which they 
are reported, we are citing the fo1 .. 
lowing report received from Lisbon: 
"February 1951. 

There has been much work to be 
done on the Center in getting it ready 
for use. Chairs had to be sanded and 
polished and the leather seats had 
to be cut, stretched and nailed on
the chairs are really quite attractive 

Bahi'i AddreBfle8 

National Office: 
536- Sheridan Road. Wilmette. 
nIlnois. 

Treasurer's Oft'ice: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. 
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and we are mighty proud of them. 
. . . Our first fireside wa s held in 
the central sala on February 14, 
with 38 present. 

Wednesday night firesid.es: Attend
ance: 21, 38, 29 and 36. We held one 
symposium; the slides on "The Goal 
is World Order" with readings given 
by' F. and a talk on the same night 
by D.; a talk by H. on "The Baha'i 
World Community"; and the last 
Wednesday talks by our two new 
members. X and Y., who spoke re
markahly well. We are quite happy 
with our two new speakers. 

Study Class: We have begun an 
eight week course on the Covenant 
and Administration t ending the week 
before April 20. Present: 17, 9, 8 and 
14. 

Question Hour: What began as a 
small, intimate group has widened 
considerably in number. Attend· 
ance: 8, 22, 23 and 21. We are always 
happy to have our friends drop in 
on Sunday afternoon for tea and the 
Question Hour. Discussions are usu· 
ally quite lively and always ioter
esting. 

ConfirmatiOn. Class: X received 
news of a position. in Luanda. Y. 
made reservations on a boat leaving 
for Africa March 6. As she wanted 
to make her declaration before that 
date, we had several special classes 
for her on the Will and Testament 
and The Dispensation." 

Under HExte1tsionu the report men· 
tions its efforts on Extension Teach· 
ing in nearby cities, and under ccEx_ 
change SpeakeTs/~ in accordance 
with the ETC's policy of exchanging 
teachers in such regions as Scandi· 
navia, Benelux, Switzerland, etc" a 
report was given of public meetings 
arranged for exchange teachers. 

-EUROPEAN TEACHING COMMITTEE 

Calendar 
May 2-Feast of Ri<j.van 
May 17-19 Day :feast of 'A~amat 

(Grandeur) 
May 23-Declaration of the Bab. 
May 29-Ascension of Bah3.'u'Uah 
June 5-19 Day Feast of Nur (Light) 
June 8, 9, 10-Meetiog of the National 

Spiritual Assembly 
June 24-19 Day Feast of Ral)mat 

(Mercy) 

Notes on Latin America 
Word has just been received of the 

birth of a new Baha'i Community in 
Cienfuegos, Cuba, where Sr, Jose 
Antonio Bonilla of Nicaragua and 
Miss Jean Silver, resident pioneer, 
have been laboring devotedly. Jean 
reporls the entry of 12 believers and 
the hope of having 15 when they 
elect their first assembly on the 21st. 

A new South American Commu~ 
ni ty has been born this month also 
in Callao, port city near Lima, Peru, 
where Miss Eve Nicklin, Mr. and 
Mrs. David Beckett and others have 
been devoting intensive efforts to 
attracting and training new people. 
Their Community iocludes 11 be· 
lievers to date. 

Restorations of lost assemblies 
number 5 so far: 2 in Central Amer" 
ica and 3 in South America. In tJ1e 
first, there are Que-pas, Costa Rica, 
where the new Nicaraguan pioneer, 
Sr. Julio Cesar Hernandez, has col
laborated effectively with Artemus 
Lamb; and Taulabe, Honduras. 
where the new Honduran pioneer, 
Don Gerardo Flores Corleto was of 
great assistance to Mrs. Marcia 
Steward Atwater. Don Flores is car· 
rying forward a program of deepen
ing for two communities: San Pedro 
Sula and Ta ulabe. 

South American restorations in
clude Medellin, Colombia, ,where an 
enthusiastic Community has been 
born this month through the efforts 
of Mrs. Gayle Woolson and Miss 
Elise Schreiber. Elise has obtained 
employment there and plans to 
transfer from Bogota in order to help 
the new friends. Other restorations 
effected in November in time to 
elect their delegates to the Conven
tion, include Asuncion, Paraguay. 
with Mrs. Sheila Rice-Wray and 
Esteban Canales collaborating in 
helping the friends, and also Mon
tevideo, Uruguay, where the Brazili· 
an pioneers. Mr. and Mrs. Rangvald 
Taetz, have been working. 

Splendid increases' in membership 
are reported this month in Valparai
so, Chile, where nine have asked 
for membership, as the result of the 
tea ching efforts of Miss Gwenne 
SholtiS, cooperating with the friends 
of that Community. whose number 
had dropped below the danger line; 
in Lima, Peru, where six new mem· 
bers have been received; in Quito. 



Ecuador, with six new member~, 
Sra. Blanca de Campos of Panama 
and Mr'. Larry Kramer cooperating; 
Caracas, Venezuela, with six~ Mrs. 
Ruth Moffett and Miss Katherine 
Meyer cooperating: Kingston, Jama· 
iea .. with nine, six having been ac· 
cepted and three more applying for 
membership. Mrs. Ruth Moffett and 
Dr. Malcolm King have been work
ing in Jamaica, and the new Cana· 
dian pioneer, Miss Gale Kea ss of 
Toronto, has just arrived there to 
help the group of students in Port 
Antonio. 

Miss Elena Marsella reports the 
serious illness of one of the most be· 
loved teachers in Ciudad Trujillo, 
Dominicao Republic. She wri teo: 
"Don Epifania has the hospital in an 
uproar. The patients will be up and 
walking around pretty soon, even 
those near death's door. He has his 
Baha', books all around him and his 
irrepressible sense of humor going 
strong. I pity the poor man next to 
Don Epifanio. He has tubes running 
in and out of him from all directions, 
and Don Epifania. keeps him laugh
ing." 

An unusual problem is reported by 
Mrs. Muriel Miessler after a visit 
this month to one. of the Brazilian 
Communities. She reports an earnest 
competition to be lIthe humblest of 
all. ,. 'I1rls spiritual modesty is so 
great that none can bear to ad as 
chairman of a committee, hut all de· 
sire to prefer the others to them
selves. Muriel has had to convince 
them that no spiritual pride is in
volved in working out the pattern of 
Baha'i Administration. 

-INTmAMERICA COMM'ITTEE 

A Meditation 
I know not, 0 my God; what the 

Fire is with which Thou didst light 
the lamp of Thy Cause. or what the 
Gla ss wherewith Thou didst pre
serve it fr_om Thine enemies. By Thy 
might! I marvel at the wonders of 
Thy Revelation, and at the tokens of 
Thy glory. I recognize, 0 Thou Who 
art my heart's Desire, that were fire 
to be touched by water it would in· 
stantly be extinguished, whereas the 
Fire which Thou didst kindle can 
never go out, though all the seas of 
the earth be poured upon it. Should 
water at any time touch it, the hands 
of Thy power would, as decreed in 
Thy Tablets t transmute that water 
into a fuel that would feed its flame. 

-BA.I!A'U'LLAH 
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The new community of Clenruegos~ Coba. seat ibls Naw-BIa: creeLln8'. 

Around the Bahia'i World 
AUSTRALIA 

Over 1100 copies of George Town
shend's "Old Churches and the New 
World Faith" were distributed by 
the Public Relations Committee of 
Australia and New Zealand. With 
the letter went a brief history of the 
Faith and a letter appealing to the 
leaders of religion as "custodians of 
the soul of humanity" to seize "an 
opportunity to enkindle the Spirit of 
Truth in the sick soul of humanity t, . 
The Primate of Australia, Most Rev. 
Mowl, Cardinal Gilroy, archbishops 
and bishops of both the Anglican 
and Roman churches, and leaders 
and ministers of the Presbyterian 
and Methodist Churches were 
reached. 

The Herald of the South, Austral
asian Baha'i Magazine, contains ar
ticles which make a good introduc
tion to the Faith. Among them we 
note ~ 'The Ba b, Portents and 
Proofs," "Baha'j Teachings on Eco
nomics," "The Need for a New 
Prophet." Subscription price is 7/6 
per year and should be sent to Mr. 
Eric S.G. Bowes, Box 1149K, GPO, 
Adelaide, S. Australia. 

CANADA 
Two Baha'i pioneers are serving 

at Moose Factory on an island in 
Hudson Bay near Moosonee, On· 

tario. One is a bookkeeper. and. the 
other a Nurse's Aide in the large 
Indian hospital there. II Transporta
tion at this time of year is by mo· 
mobile, dogs, - snowshoes or on foot. 
. . . To all friends everywhere we 
both send our love and humbly ask 
that Indians and Eskimos here and 
those elsewhere in Canada be re· 
m em bered in their prayers4" 

The Canadian News also prints a 
statement on the status of Baha tis at 
the UN, from which we glean the 
following: 

1. We have been accredited at the 
Department af Public Information of 
the UN. 

2. Because of this recognition we 
have accredited national observers, 
but we do not have consultative sta
tus. These observers at the present 
time are: Mrs. Mildred R. Mottahe
d eh. Accredited observer for the 
Baha'i International Community; 
Dr. Ugo Giachery. European observ
er for the ~aha'i International Com
munity; William De Forget National 
observer for the NSA of the BaM'is 
of the U.S. 

3. We do not have delegates to the 
UN, except at conferences called by 
the Department of Public Informa
tion, such as Conferences of Inter
na tional Non-Governmental Organi· 
zations. Here Baha'is have done out· 
standing work in contributing con-
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structive. sound suggestions as to 
how to build the bridge of coopera
tion between the people and the UN. 
As one of the special advisers of the 
UN said, uThe Baha'is already have 
what the UN is groping towards." 

"PioneerH is a hard worked word 
in Baha'i parlance. and it means, 
according to Webster's Dictionary, 
"One who goes before into that which 
is unknown or untried, to remove 
obstructions or to prepare the way 
for others!' Pioneering in any sense 
means a state of mind, as much as 
anything, a feelin2" of responsibility 
toward the Cause, a feeling that if 
the pioneer doesn't carJY on nothing 
will get done. Therefore it would 
seem that a very quick way to ful
fill the Guardian's· desire for us is 
for each of su to be a "pioneer:~ 
whether we live in a large commU 6 

nity, a group, or are isolated be
lievers. We can always turn to 
'Abdu'l-Baha for help, and His words 
on the Hahit'i teacher will help all 
of us. He said: 

"It is a wonderful: priCeless boon 
to be a vessel carrying food from 
God. It cannot be bought with gold. 

"The first condition of a religious 
teacher is to believe in God; the 
second to turn his face toward God; 
the third to' be severed from -a 11 
save God. Such tea chers will con
stitute illumined lamps of guidance, 
the stars of the heaven of mercy, 
the trees of the orchard of Abha, 
flowers of the garden of mystery 
and torches of the path of salvation. 

"Teaching the Cause of God is not 
only through the tongue; it is through 
deeds, a good disposition, happiness 
of nature, kindness and symp-athy, 
good fellowship, trustworthiness, 
holiness, virtue, purity of ideals, 
and, lastly, speech. 

uThe greatest bestowal of God is 
love. That is the origin of all of the 
bestowals of God. Until love takes 
possession of the heart no other great 
or divine bounty can be revealed in 
H." 
FRANCE 

A Baha'i Center has been opened 
in Pa"ris - Galerie Viviene 34 En
trance at 4 rue des Petits Champs 
or 5 rue de la Banque. The Center 
is open Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays from 6:45 p.m. till 8 p.m. 
It has a small library and a stock 
of pamphlets for distribution. The 
friends take turns in being present 
to receive visitors and inquirers. 
Firesides are held there also. 
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The Florida State Convention brou.cbt these Bah8. ~is together. 

Tbe Baha'i Assembly of Dumont, New Jersey, has recently been incorporated. 

In Memoriam 
Death proflereth unto every confident 

believer the cup that is life indeed. It 
bestoweth joy and is the bearer of glad
ness. It conferreth the gilt of everlasting 
life. 

-Bah<\. 'u'llah 
Mrs. Jessie May Higman, Athol, Mass. 

reb. 23. 1951 
Mr . .Tames Cooper. East Fruitport, Mich. 

About March 1. 1951 
Mr. Frank Durhon Clark. Elsinor, Calif. 

March 9, 1951 
Mr. George Monfils, Fargo, N. Dakota. 

April 5, 1951 

Marriages 
Pinckney, Mich .. Mrs. Mary E. Newton 

to Mr. H. D. Wolter (non-Baha'i) F'eb. 
17, 1951 

Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Sheila Wolcott 
to Mr. Amin Banani Feb. 11, 1951 

Burbank, Calif., Mrs. Glennah Carter to 
Mr. Frank Pignata (non-Baha'i) Oct. 
17. 195G 

Chicago. lllinois, Miss Marie Reeder 
(non-Baha'i) to Mr. Robert Van Meer. 
March 11. 1951 

Neptune, N. J., Mrs. EmUy E. Feist 
(non-Baha'i) to Mr. Eric S. Olson, 
March 26, 1951 
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The ornam.enta:tion 8f the Tem:pJe dome is almost completed, as this ple1iure~ takea 
March 28th shows. 

The Naw-Rus celebration of the BalLi'is of Little Rock, Arkansa.s. emphasized the ne. 
lat.ernailoDaJ BaM'i COWlCil and the cooperation of foUl' National Spiritoal Assemblies 

In teaching the Fa.lth in Africa. 

From Maine to California, com· 
munities have been having Victory 
or Temple Fund dinners. Food is 
contributed by BaRa'is who some· 
times bring guests. Money is usually 
placed in an inconspicuous bowl or 
collected by one person. The non
Baha'is, of course. do not contribute. 

At Portsmouth, New Hampshire, a 
Rabbi gave up air time so that the 
Baha'is could broadcast for World 
Religion Day. The women are mak
ing a set. of United Nations Flags 
to present to a public school in the 
name of the Baha'i Community. 
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Living the Balui.'i Life: 
Distinction 

I desire distinction for you. The 
Baha'is must be distinguished from 
others of humanity. But this distinc
tion must not depend upon wealth
that they should become more al· 
fluent than other people. I do not 
desire for you financial distinction. 
It is not an ordinary distinction I 
desir.e; not scientific, commercial, 
industrial distinction. For you I de
sire spiritual distinction; that is, you 
must become eminent and distin
guished in morals. In the love of 
God you must become distinguished 
from all else. You must become dis· 
tinguished for loving humanity; for 
unity and accord; for love and jus
tice. In brief, you must become 
distinguished in all the virtues Gof 
the human world; for faithfulness 
and sincerity; for justice and fidel
ity; for firmness and steadfastness; 
for philanthropic deeds and service 
to the human world; for love toward 
every human being; for unity and 
accord with all people; for remov
ing prejudices and promoting inter· 
national peace. Finally, you must 
become distinguished for heavenly 
illumination and acquiring the be
stowals of God. I desire this dis
tinction for you. This must be the 
point of distinction among you. 

-' ABDU'L·BA.Hi 
Promulgation 01 Universal Peace 

p.185 
We should all visit the sick. When 

they are in sorrow and suffering it is 
a real help and benefit to have a 
friend come. Happiness is a great 
healer to those who are ill. In the 
east it is the custom to call upon 
the patient often and meet him in
dividually. The people in the east 
show the utmost kindness and com· 
passion to the sick and suffering. 
This has greater effect than the rem
edy itself. You must always have 
this thought of love and affection 

. when you visit the ailing and afflict
ed. 

PU.P. p. 199 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Excellent 
pUblicity was given the Faith in an 
article written by the religious edj· 
tor of The Milwaukee Journal. It 
stated some of the history and 
teachings of· "one of Milwaukee's 
most unusual religions II. Individual 
pictures- of three of the local assem
bly members were shown. 
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Green Acre YoulhCamp 
Added details are available con

cerning the youth camp at Green 
Acre. The session which lasts from 
June 17th to the 30th is designed for 
youth and young adults 14 to 30 years 
of age. The cost is $15 a week. Plans 
have been made for an intensive 
play, study, and work program. 

Weekly Rates at Green Acre 
The April Ba OO'i News carried the 

complete program for Green Acre 
and the other summer schools. The 
Green Acre Committee has given 
weekly rates as follows: (a 10% dis
count will be given those guests who 
stay two weeks or longer in July.) 

At the Main House: 
Single Room with board 

$30.00 to $41.00 
Double room with board 

$28.00 to $38.00 
Three in a room with board 

$27.00 to $36.00 

Cottages and Fellowship House: 
Single room with board 

$30.00 per person 
Double room with board 

$28.00 per person 
Three in a room with board 

$27.00 per person 
Special rates for young men and 

women on top floor of cottages and 
Fellowship House, $21.00 per person. 

Special youth ... tes (ages 12-20), 
room and board, $20.00. 

Children under 12 in rooms with 
parents, $15.00 for room and board. 

Youth camp rates, June 17th to 
July 1st, $15.00 per week, room and 
board. 

Geyserville 
Courses for Geyserville have been 

announced. A little more detail on 
plans for teaching the courses may 
be of interest. 

Workshops are nothing new at 
Geyserville: they have proven their 
value in the past. Why? Because, in 
whatever course they are used, they 
give the students not only an oppor
tunity to learn the subject, but also 
to develop and improve their own 
teaching methods. Witbin the frame 
of workshops, something new will be 
added this year - Hsocio-drama." 
This is the technique where one part 
of a group works out a given prob
lem before the rest of the group. 
The solution is discussed and sug· 
gestions made for changes. The situ· 
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ation is then Hplayed back." This 
kind of dr a rna is, of course. spon
taneous - no rehearsals! It fulfills 
the wish we all make sometimes, 
"If I had that to do again, I would 
do thus and so." 

As previously stated, not all of the 
courses will be workshops; there will 
also be some com bina tions of lec
jure and discussion. and of lecture 
and seminar. 

And not all of our learning together 
will be in classes. Plans for the 
HBaha'i Open Forum" grew out of 
the spontaneous afternoon discussion 
groups held at Geyserville in 1948. 
These were so well liked' that a 
forum will be a special feature of the 
late afternoon program this year. 

Do non·Baha'is ask: you questions 
that seem to be Hkey" question:; for 
a good many people? Do you feel 
that if you could answer them more 
clearly and accurately from the 
Teachings you would be giving a bet· 
ter understanding of the Baha'i Faith 
to inquirers? Key questions and 
Baha'i answers will_ be one of the 
subjects for the Open Forum. There 
will be plenty of flexibility in this 
forum. It will be built around topics 
you want digcussed. 

Please remember in sending your 
requests for reservations to Mr. 
Alfred Zahl, Secretary of the Main
tenance Committee, 826 West Grant 
Place, San Mateo. California. to 
state clearly the exact time - the 
week or ~wo weeks: - you plan to 
come to Geyserville. 

GF.YSERVn.LE' ScHOOL PROGRAM 

CoMMITI'EE 

The Home Front 
Honolulu, Hawaii. Our Guardian 

has called Hawaii "that symbolic 
spot, the meeting pIa ce of East and 
West." For the first time, Baha'is 
and Buddhists have been included 
among Protestants, Catholics and 
Jews in the World Brotherhood 
movement. At a dinner to mark the 
formation of the Hawaii Chapter of 
World Brotherhood, talks were giVen 
by representatives of the various 
faiths. Many non-Baha'is commented 
on the statement -of our representa· 
tive, Mrs. Kathryn Ruggles, as being 
the best of the evening. Over two 
hundred people of many races and 
religions attended. Eleven members 
of the Honoluiu Community were en
tertained with the others by Philip
pine music and Korean dances. 

Buffalo, New York, has weekly 
open meetings in the form of panel 
discussions on a single Baha'i prin. 
ciple, such as the oneness of man. 
kind. An appointed observer takes 
notes as to how the informal meet
ings might be improved. 

Rochester, New York, and Vicinity. 
A unique follow-up technique de
veloped aroW1d Rochester is a series 
of intimate parties held every other 
Sunday evening in a different 
Baha'i home for contacts who have 
shown sustained interest in pub1ic 
meetin~s. Only a few Baha'is attend 
each time, in order to keep the gath
erings small. A wider discussion of 
the Teachings is possible from spon~ 
taneous conversation. 

Greenwich, Connecticut. "In part 
follows an ad placed in a newspaper; 
"Is your child receiving the re· 
ligious education you want? Lessons 
from the Bible and great religion;:;, 
from a non·sectarian point of view. 
For children from 7 to 11 years of 
age." 

Virginia and West Virginia. One 
Community is working out an idea 
for furthering Baha'i prestige by 
having two or three Baha'is attend 
~ meetings of various organizations 
that have objectives harmonious 
with our principles, getting ac· 
quainted, and finally inviting a mem
ber to speak at a Baha'i meeting 
to show him that we, too, are work
ing for his goal. 

Arlington, Virginia, which has no 
youth of its own borrowed young 
people from Washington and F aUs 
Church. A symposium, "What is my 
Faith Contributing to the Spiritual 
Needs -of World Youth Today?" in· 
eluded a Catholic point of view, 
the Unitarian viewt a Hindu pre
sentation with an officer from the 
Indian embassy telling of Krishna, 
and a Baha'i summation which 
pointed out progressive Revelation 
and the Universal Principles under
lying all the great revealed re
ligions. A follow.up with representa
tion £1:"om Judaism, Buddhism, Zoro
astrianism, and Islam is planned. 

Florida. The Junior Youth pre
sented a demonstration of Progres
sive Revelation for the State Con
vention. Each concluded his talk 
with a Friendship song such as 
"We'll Soon Be One World." Some 
used a blackboa rd to illustrate. One 
young man compared ('Three 



Stages of Revelation" to electricity. 
His diagram showed a generator, 
transformer and electric appliances 
to show the connection s be~ween 

God, the Manifestations and His 
creation. 

Marysville, Michigan. At the an~ 
nual mass meeting of the N AAep, 
a Baha'i had the opportunity of 
reading a paper based on the Faith. 
Conta ct had been made through two 
believers who had attended meet
ings. 

Ypsilanti, Michigan. Operation 
"X" is a series of social affairs with 
simple refreshments. Baha'is from 
nearby cities attend along with non
Baha'i guests. In addition this com
munity has a regular study class 
and an afternoon tea and discus
sion for the ladies. 

Boston., Massachusetts. Theme 
for World Youth Day was "A Prac
tical Religion at Work." A speaker 
from Boston U ni versity Theologic a1 
School said, "Attend a 'bull-session', 
you will find young people who ad
mit they need something that they 
can believe in, something they can 
understand and work for. Religion 
surely comes to the fore." A direc
tor of a boy's club spoke of "Youth 
and the Democratic Process" and 
a Baha'i from Providence, R.I. was 
the last speaker. 

Four picnics to attract people have 
resulted in two study c1asse:j> with 
an attendance. of 14 each in Analy 
Township, California. At Millbrae, 
children and youth of the Peninsula 
district meet at the Allen home each 
Sunday. Mrs. Eleanor Allen and 
Mrs. Phoebe Babo are in charge of 
the primary group, Mrs. Bernice 
Stroessler of the intermediate group, 
and John Stroessler of the youth 
group which averages 12-14 in mem
bership. 

During the annual Fur Rendez~ 

vous of Anchorage, Alaska, two out 
of a group of 15 Eskimos were the 
guests of Janet and Verne Stout, 
Baha'is. During their visit, the 
Stouts' 'home was the scene of a 
children's party for the Intercalary 
Days.- The room and table decora
tions were green, lavendar and yel
low. Eighteen children attended and 
exchanged gifts. Games with prizes 
and sound movies entertained them 
before dinner. Each was given a 
souvenir Temple postal or small 
photo of 'Abdu'I-Baha. 

B.ULi'i NEW'; 

From the Regional Bulletin of 
Pennsylvania comes this teaching 
suggestion: " . . . definite situa~ 
tions in which a Baha'f and sup~ 
posed non-Baha'i meet. Members 
from the group are asked to come 
forward to represent these tW9 and 
to have a spontaneous conversation 
in which the Baha'i would attempt 
to interest the non-Baha'i in the 
Faith. The purpose, of course, was 
to show how Baha'is might handle 
a given situation with different 
types of personalities. . . . It was 
found that such a teaching tech
nique was not only informative but 
also full of fun for all. 

Chicago. The following titles for 
public meetings may give helpful 
suggestions: Peace begins with 
God, Spiritual Equilibrium, Spirit
ual Doors, The Coming Dawn, Pre
scription for Living. 

100 new chairs have been bought 
for the Chicago Center. Baha'is in 
that area are helping to pay for 
them by making extra sacrificial of
ferings to cover the cost of a single 
chair. 

Champaign and Urbana, Illinois. 
B aha' is are earning money for the 
Victory Fund by selling books, jew
elry, and household. items to each 
other. A list has been circulated of 
things that the friends are willing to 
sell with their prices, and more than 
$60 was raised in this manner the 
first two months o·f the project. Bed 
springs, a heat lamp, a cornstick 
pan, an egg poacher, a skir:t and 
books were among the items chang~ 
ing hands. 

Batavia, Illinois, has had a variety 
of programs, including two Sunday 
evening suppers with outside speak
ers and discussion, a panel on • 'Wha t 
Is the Baha'i Faith?", a book review 
of Faith Is Power for You by Daniel 

Bah.8.~i N e'WS is published by the 
National Spiritual Assem.bly 01 the 
Bah.i'is oCI the United Sta.tes as the 
official news-letter of the Baha'i 
Community. 

It Is edited by Bahi.tj News Edi
torial Committee: Mrs. Eleanor 
Hutchens, Mrs. Mabel Paine, Mrs. 
Doris Fincham. Editorial Office: 
Mrs. E1eaoor Hutchens. 301 S. 
Prairie, ChampaiPJ Dlinols. 

Plea.se repor1 chaJLKeS of address 
and other matters pertaining to 
distribuUoo to the Bah&'i Na.tionaJ 
Officet 536 Sheridan Road, wn~ 
meUe, IUinols. 
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Pohling, and special world Religion 
Day and Brotherhood meetings with 
out-of-town Baha'i speakers. A male 
quartet and a store window display 
added to the World Religion Day 
celebration. 

Providence, Rhode Island. The 
minister of a church was so im
pressed by the Naw-Ruz celebration 
and the days leading to it, as ex. 
plained by a Baha'j, that he offered 
the use of his church for a Naw-Ruz 
dinner. The children recited verses 
from Hidden Words. Two days later, 
there was another dinner for the 
children. The adults of the commu
nity hope to make BaM'j holidays 
so attractive to the younger ones, 
that they will be thinking of these 
rather than of what the rest of the 
world is celebrating. 

Waterloo, Iowa. The National As
sociation for the Advancement of 
Colored People held a convention in 
this town and asked the Baha'i As
sembly to install their officers. Mrs. 
Karl Kough read IAbdu'I-Baha's 
prayer for all nations and Mr. Harry 
Hill installed the officers. 

Quincy and Melrose Township, 
Illinois. The ten Baha'is in these two 
groups are very active .. Their news
paper publicity is good and their 
weekly· meetings are publicized 
twice weekly over the two radio sta
tions. T~e communities sponsored a 
book display with flowers and pic
tures at the public library. 

Manchester, Iowa. Mrs. Hester 
Hoff is an isolated believer, but she 
tries to visit as many Baha'i. meet
ings elsewhere as possible. For 
World Religion Day she had a dis
play in. the window of her store. 

At COWlcil Bluffs, Iowa, Mr. Alvin 
Myers was interviewed about the 
Faith by the local news editor, who 
wrote an informative article in the 
paper. Several inquiries came to the 
Baha'is following its publication. 

When the RTC sent Mrs. Mabel 
Eastman on a teaching tour of Iowa 
Cities, Cedar Rapids held four fire
sides which were attended by fifteen 
non-Baha'is, some of whom came 
back to several. A new study class 
is being held now for those who 
showed continued interest. 

At Binghamton, New York, the 
friends celebrated Naw·Ruz with a 
covered dish supper at the Masonic 
Temple. Twenty-three attended. 

Dumont, New Jersey asked Nancy 
Gates, pioneer from Denmark to 
speak at their regular Monday eve
ning group. Thirty-five attended. 
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The following project was report
ed in the Colorado and Wyoming 
Bulletin: "Once a month on Satur
day evening the Baha'is have a sup· 
per and a Baha'i speaker to 'give 
the message.' All Baha'is are invit· 
ed, but they must each bring a non
Baha'i friend. Each time a Baha'i 
comes to a 'Fellowship' evening he 
must bring a different friend be
cause the friend in turn is expected 
to bring a friend also. In this way 
the audience is continually aug
mented and renewed and it pub the 
Baha'is to work finding new friends 
to bring." 

College Station, Texas. The Battal
ion, this city's only newspaper, is 
free and thrown in every yard. Fol
lowing its series on Islam, a lengthy 
discussion of the Bah' 'i Faith was 
offered to its readers. Progressive 
religion was emphasized. 

Two interesting meetings have 
been held lately in New York City. 
In May, Dr. Ethel Alpertfels, Asso
ciate Professor of Education at New 
York University and author of Sense 
and -Nonsense About Race and Race 
Against Time, used her authority as 
an anthropologist to explode the 
myth of the superiority of anyone 
race. 

In April, the New York Center was 
filled for the talk by the archeologist. 
anthropologist, Dr. William Leo 
Hansberry, who spoke on the con· 
tributions of the Negro to the total 
culture of the world. Dr. Hansberry 
has expressed admiration for the 
Founder of the Baha'i Faith and for 
the followers of Bab..:i'u'llili. His talk 
was entitled "Noble Have I Created 
Thee". Dr. Borrah Kavelin summar
ized the Faith. A reception followed, 
with tea served the entire audience. 

Providence, Rhode Island, friends 
have been pleased with the publicity 
they have received in a new weekly 
newspaper printed in Italian and 
English. 

The goat of a Pennsylvania iso· 
lated believQr had triplets instead of 
a single kid. The two extra were sold 
and the money is being sent to the 
Shrine of the Bab. 

A Bahii' i Service at the 
Cathedral of the Pines 

This summer the Baha'is are offer
ing one of the services at the famed 
Cathedral of the Pines at Rindge, 
New Hampshire. This outdoor spot 
is dedicated to the Glory of God and 
given in memory of Sanderson Sloan, 
killed in action in the last war. as a 
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place where all people may come and 
worship. Rindge s located on the 
southern border of New Hampshire 
near the center, at the juncture of 
Routes 202 and 119. 

The Baha'i service will be held at 
3:00 on the afternoon of August 11. 
lt is hoped that many of the Baha'is 
who may be able to be in this region 
at the time will come and bring their 
friends to this special public meet
ing held tmder the auspices of the 
Northeastern Area National Teach
ing Committee. 

Baha'i Youth Bulletin 
All Baha'i youth may receive is

sues of the bulletin by writing to the 
National Youth Committee Editorial 
Office, 2910 Telegraph Avenue, 
Berkeley 5, California. Communi
ties that are wishing to start a youth 
group would find the Bulletin's sug
gestions useful. 

The issue for March and April 
contained some reports of youth con
ferences held in February through
out the country. youth plans for the 
National Convention, reports on 
World Youth Day observances in 
Germany and Boston, teaching hints, 
a service man's experiences, a sug
gestion for teaching through the 
Pen-Pal Bureau, and a report of a 
youth meeting in Washington on the 
HEconomic Plan of the Bahit'i Faith" 
by Paul Haney, attended by 51. 

A Teaching 
Prayer of Bahii'u'lIiih 

Magnified be Thy name, 0 my 
God! I testify that if Thy servants 
were to turn towards Thee with the 
eyes Thou didst create in them and 
with the ears wherewith Thou didst 
endow them, they would aU be car
ried away by a single word sent 
down from the right hand of the 
throne of Thy majesty. That word 
alone would suffice to brighten their 
faces, and to assure their hearts, 
and to cause their souls to soar up to 
the atmosphere of Thy great glory, 
and to ascend into the heaven of Thy 
sovereignty. 

I pray Thee, a Thou Who art the 
Lord of all names and the Ruler of 
both earth and heaven, to grant that 
all who are dear to Thee may each 
become a cup of Thy mercy in Thy 
days, that they may quicken the 
hearts of Thy servants. Empower 
them also, 0 my God. to be as the 

rain that poureth down from the 
clouds of Thy grace, and as the 
winds that waft the vernal fra
granc,es of Thy loving-kindness, that 
through them the soil of the hearts 
of Thy creatures may be clad with 
verdure. and may bring forth the 
things that will shed their fragrance 
over all Thy dominion, so that every 
one may perceive the sweet smell of 
the Robe of Thy Revelation. Potent 
art Thou to do what Thou wilIest. 

The power of Thy might beareth 
me witness l Whoso hath drunk of 
the cup which the hand of Thy mercy 
hath borne round will strip himself 
of all things except Thee, and will 
be able through a word of his mouth~ 
to enrapture the souls of such of Thy 
servants as have slumbered on the 
bed of forgetfulness and negligence~ 
and to cause them to turn their faces 
toward Thy most Great Sign, and 
seek from Thee naught else except 
Thyself, and ask of Thee only what 
Thou hast determined for them by 
the pen of Thy judgment and hast 
prescribed in the Tablet of Thy de
cree. 

St>nd down, then, 0 my God, 
through Thy Most Great Name, upon 
Thy loved ones what will, under all 
conditions, draw them nearer unto 
Thee~ Thou art, verily, the Almighty, 
the All-Glorious, Whose help is im
plored by all men. 

A Baha.'i youth of Tunisia, North Atrica. 
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"Greatly Heartened 
by RespOJl8e" 

Announce friends East (and) West 
operations commenced last Nawruz 
(on) excavation (for) eight shafts 
designed for piers supporting dome 
Bab's Sepulchre terminated. Con
signment thirty·three tons (of) steel, 
fifty tons (of) cement safely deliver
ed Holy Land. Seven thousand three 
hundred pound (i. e., Israeli unit of 
currency) contract for structural 
work capable sustaining thousand 
ton weight superstructure signed. 
First installment out of eight hundred 
tons ::::tones for acta gon (and) dome 
"Shrine recently received. Greatly 
heartened (by) resoonse (of) self
sacrificing believers both hemis
pheres enabling energetic prosecu
tion this critical hour so holy (an) 
enterprise. May sust.ained support 
(of) all communities hasten its 
glorious consummation. 

(signed) SHOGm 
Cable received May 29, 1951. 

Gnardian Reports Shrine 
Progres8 

"Ihe Guardian is "greatly heart· 
ened" by the way in which the 
friends are responding to the sacrifi· 
cial call for completion of the Shrine 
of the Bab. 

The momentum of work on this 
sacred project seems increased as 
the Guardian reports in his cable of 
May 29 the arrival of thirty·three 
ton. of .teel, fifty tons of cement and 
the first installment of stone for the 
octagon. The contract for the struc
tural work of the superstructure ha 5 

been signed. 
May our sacrifice and devotion 

adequately match the vision and 
energetic leadership of our Guardian! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSJ'...MBLY 

How We May Use the Temple 
The manner in which we may 

make use of the Baha'i House of 
Worship before its formal and offi
cial opening in 1953 has been ex
plained by the Guardian in a letter 
replying to questions written him by 
the National Spiritual Assemhly. The 

following paragraphs are taken from 
his letter of March 29, 1951, written 
through his secretary. 

"As regards the Temple. the 
Guardian has already made it quite 
clear that not until 1953 can the Tem
ple be officially opened, Le., not 
until the fiftieth anniversary of the 
inauguration of this enterprise. 
There are many things still to be 
done in the interior before that date. 
and the landscaping around the 
building itself has not even been be
gun. 

"In the meantime, the Guardian 
feels that the Baha'is can meet and 
pray m the auditorium, and use it in 
just exactly the same way as they 
have been doiog during the past few 
years, the difference beiog that they 
will now be able to sit down and be 
more comfortable, because the per
manent seats will be installed. He 
does not think, however, that any of 
the public should be iovited to at
tend any meetings of worship in the 
auditorium, nor should these meet
ings take the form of· frequent serv
ices; otherwise the public will won
der why it is excluded, and it will 
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lead to comment and misunderstand
ing. 

"Naturally the Temple will be 
open during the coming two years 
to the inspection of the people who 
wish to visit itt just as it has been in 
the past." 

"Redouble Your Efforts" 
The followmg excerpts are taken 

from a letter written by the Guard
ian through his secretary to Mr. 
Richard Nolen, Secretary, Michigan 
State Convention, dated February 16~ 
1951. 

"He is very pleased to see the en
couraging response of the believers 
to the formation of the International 
BaM', Council. Although this is only 
an embryo body, it has very great 
significance, and is an important 
milestone in our Baha'I history. 

~'He urges you, one and all, to re
double your efforts, not only for the 
spread of the Faith, but for the pro
motion of love and unity in the local 
Baha'i communities, as he feels that 
the manifestation of these charac
teristics is the thing which will at
tract the public and encourage them 
to join our ranks." 

International Baha'i Council 
Haifa, Israel 

Mr. Horace Holley, Secretary, 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
BaM'is of the United States. 
Dear Baha'i Friends: 

Following the momentous decision 
of our beloved Guardian to further 
consolidate the work he has been do
ing here for thirty years by the ap
pointment of the first International 
Baha'i Council, he has given us the 
privilege and joy of keepiog our fel
low Baha'is informed of not only the 
progress being made in the construc
tion of the Shrine of the Bab on 
Mount Carmel, but also of develop
ments in our relationship to the 
authorities of the State of Israel. 

The year 108 of the Baha'i Era is 
obviously one of very great import-

ance to all believers, for it is during 
this year that we must put forth our 
greatest united effort to date on be
half of the first undertaking here io 
the Holy Land, which has been char
acterized by the Guardian as not 
only of international scope and para
mount importance, but as also being 
the most sacred task ever entrusted 
to our hands; namely. the raising of 
the dome of the Sepulchre of the Bab. 

It had been the hope of the Guard
ian to carry forward this historic 
undertaking in easy stages; but the 
very critical international situation, 
the growing scarcity of primary ma
terials, which is felt in the world 
market, and the uncertainty of what 
the outcome would be jf there was 
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any interruption in the quarrying, 
cutting and preparation of the stones 
in Italy for the Shrine, have forced 
him to greatly quicken the tempo of 
this work. What could have been 
done in a matter of years, he now 
sees must be done in a matter of 
months, unless the completion of the 
Shrine is to be perhaps indefinitely 
postponed. 

The friends the world over who are 
now being called upon to share in 
the period of austerity which the 
American Baha'is have already 
passed through during the past two 
years, and to do their utmost to 
economize in local and nation.al af~ 
fairs during the coming twenty-four 
monthsy in order to provide the funds 
required so pressingly for the work 
of the Shrine, will no doubt be keenly 
interested to hear the details of the 
plans being made here. 

As you are aware, from the time 
when Baha.'u'llah pointed with His 
own hand to the present site of the 
Shrine, and instructed 'Abdu'l-Baha 
to purchase this land, and bring the 
Body of the Bab from Persia and 
inter it here, the constant thought 
of first, the Master, and now t the 
Guardian has been to complete this 
sacred undertaking. 'Abdu'l-Baha 
succeeded in terminating, before His 
ascension, six rooms of the nine 
rooms of the Shrine. After His pass
ing, Shoghi Effendi added the three 
more rooms which had been contem
plated, and then for a period of over 
twenty years I concentrated on pur
chasing land around the Shrine, and 
extending both the terraces ap
proaching it and the gardens im
mediately encircling it. It was not 
until the Centenary in 1944 that he 
was able to disclose to the Baha'is 
the plan for the completion of the 
building-a plan which followed the 
wishes expressed by 'Abdu'l-Baha 
himself. 

You are all familiar. through pre
vious: reports, with the difficulties 
which were overcome in placing the 
initial contracts for the arcade. You 
know from photographs published 
how very beautiful the first part of 
the structure is. What perhaps the 
friends cannot realize is the great 
effect this building has produced lo
cally. There is no doubt that it has 
not only interested the public in gen
eral, and tourists, but that it has be· 
come a source of pride to the people 
of Haifa, and warmed the cockles of 
the hearts of the authorities, as 
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neither literature, nor admiration for 
the high principles they associate 
with the Baha'is could ever have 
done. It stands four-square on the 
soil of Israel, and has become an 
advertisement for confidence in the 
future, no small thing, to a strug· 
gling people .in a new State, sur
rounded by hostile elements. 

In March, 1949, the first threshold 
slones were laid. By March, 1950, the 
carved parapet, inlaid with green 
and gold mosaic, was being placed 
in position. At the beginning of 
March of this year, the most deli· 
cate operation associated with the 
entire structure, was commenced; 
namely the excavation, within the 
walls of the old original building, of 
the eight shafts required for the 
piers which will support the dome. 
Perhaps the friends do not realize 
that until a few weeks ago, every bit 
of work associated with placing 800 
tons of granite, chiampo stone and 
mosaics in place, was carried out 
beyond the walls of the old building 
and upon its roof. But of course in 
order to erect the octagon, the drum 
of the dome, and the dome upon the 
existing building, new foundations 
had to be dug-foundations capable 
of holding up more t4an 1,000 tons 
of weight. After much consideration 
on the part of the architect, Mr. W. 
S. Maxwell, and the engineer, Prof. 
H. Neumann, it was decided that the 
only feasible way of doing this was 
to conceal within the eight partition 
walls of the eight rooms which sur
round the ninth central innermost 
room, which is the Tomb of the Bab, 
eight reinforced concrete piers. This 
required excavation to bedrock in 
eight places under the floors of the 
room s of the Shrine. 

At present these eight shafts have 
been successfully dug without in any 
way endangering the walls of the 
Shrine, some of them to a depth of 
over ten feet, and have been filled 
with concrete. The complementary 
eight shafts in the roof have likewise 
been excavated, and eight channels 
cut down the walls within which the 
concrete piers will be concealed, 
when they have been poured. This 
part of the work has been very deli· 
cate, necessitating as it did, cutting 
through the vaultings of the old ceil
ings, where in some places, the roof 
is over eight feet thick. We have all 
been impressed with the immense 
strength of the building which 
'Abdu'l-Baha constru{"ted. It was in· 

deed sufficiently strong to practic
ally serve the purpose of a fortress, 
which. as you remember, the -ene-
mies of the Faith accused it of being 
to the Turkish Commission which 
came to 'Akka to investigate 'Abdu'l
Baha's activities. 

When the Guardian decided to 
place the order for the octagon of the 
Shrine, he discovered that steel and 
cement were practically unobtain
able in this country, and that the 
quickest and most economical pro
cedure would be to order these ma
terials from Italy, along with the 
three hundred tons of stone~ 
trimmed and carved and ready to be 
built into position, which are re· 
quired for the octagon and its eight 
pirmacles. He consequently instruct
ed our dear Baha'i brother, Dr. Ugo 
Giachery, to place the contract for 
the stone work of the octagon, which 
amounted to $63,000.00. 

Reference to a photograph of the 
model of the Shrine will show that 
the octagon has a wrought iron rail· 
ing, which forms an ornamental 
balustrade at this level. As such 
work is not procurable in this coun
try, a further contract for $5,900.00 
was signed in Italy, covering this 
item. Likewise the twenty-four win~ 
dows of the octagon require metal 
frames, wholly tu10btainable here. 
and a further contract for these wa s 
signed, amounting to $1,855.00. In ad
dition to these two contracts, fifty 
tons of cement, and thirty-three tons 
of steel were ordered. Upon being in
formed by Dr. Giachery of the eX
treme difficulty he had in getting 
permission to export to us cement 
and steel, the Guardian decided that 
the sooner the contract was placed 
in Italy for the remaining portions 
of the huilding, the better. He there
fore cabled Dr. Giachery to order 
all the stone work for the dome, the 
stone lantern surmounting it, and the 
drum supporting it, at once. This 
necessitated committing us to anoth
er contract, amotu1ting to $130,000.00, 
to which must he added $3,210.00 for 
the metal window frames of the 
drum of the dome, which are eigh
teen in number. Whilst contemplat. 
ing the magnitude of the work which 
has been ordered in Italy, we must 
bear in mind that these contracts do 
not include the surfacing of the 
dome with whatever material is 
chosen to give it its golden appear· 
anee, nOlO the actual cost of construe· 
tion of the entire edifice above the 



roof level of the old Shrine, which 
must now be undertaken in this 
country. 

In coming to the decision to com
mit the BahA'i World and its re
sources so heavily at this time to this 
sacred enterprise, the Guardian took 
two important points into considera
tion: One was the quality of work
manship of the building, and the 
other was the state of the world at 
present. When work requiring such 
high standards of craftsmanship is 
undertaken, if the original staff is 
dispersed in the middle of the under
taking, it is very problematic 
whether, when construction is again 
resumed? the same standard can be 
maintained. Different workers have 
a different touch, and later work 
might be far below the level of what 
has so far been received. We must 
remember that the arcade was Of

dered shortly after the end of World 
War II, when first-class labor was 
available. The other side of the pic
ture which undoubtedly has most 
strongly influenced the Guardian in 
coming to his decision, is the gloomy 
political outlook at present, and the 
fact that any postponement of the 
construction of the Shrine might 
have turned out to be practically an 
indefinite postponement. 

We know that the Cause of God 
moves ahead in mysterious ways, 
and no doubt in the future, when the 
Shrine is completed, not the least ·in
teresting of the facts associated with 
it and the romance of its construe· 
tion will be that about sixteen hun
dred tons of granite was quarried, 
cut and carved in Italy and imported 
to Israel during undoubtedjy one of 
the most disturbed periods in the 
world's history, and more particu· 
larjy, in the history of the Holy 
Land. 

In addition to the above-mentioned 
momentous decisions, the Guardian 
has been able to carry out this win
ter another enterprise most dear to 
his heart, and one which he had been 
prevented from doing for over ten 
years, owing to the machinations of 
the Covenant·breakers. The many 
friends who have been pilgrims to 
Haifa, will recall that 'Abdu'l.Baha, 
having Himself built one terrace di
rectly in front of the Shrine of the 
Bab, had expressed the desire that 
a series of these should link the 
Holy Tomb with Carmel Avenue in 
the Templar Colony at the foot of 
Mount Carmel, thus forming a cli-
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View of Alcoves in NearJy--Completed Condition.,. as Seen by 
the Convention Delegates and Visito·rs. 

reet line to the sea from the central 
door of the Shrine. This spring the 
municipality looked favorably upon 
our appHcation for permission to 
complete the last two terraces, and 
the Guardian was able to extend the 
line of staircases, cypress trees, and 
walls, which comprise these ter
races, by approximately another 
thirty-five meters. He beautified this 
termination of the Baha'i properties 
leading to the Shrine of the Bab by 
erecting four more lamp-posts, two 
pedestals with beautiful lead vases, 
a temporary iron gate and consid
erable landscape gardening. The ef. 
feet of the whole is most impressive, 
and has now made it possible for 
visitors to go straight up the stair
cases to the Shrine itself from the 
lower pa rt of the town. 

Recently the President and one of 
the Secretaries of the International 
Baha.'i Council visited Jerusalem, 
where, in the course of several days, 
arrangements were made with the 
Ministry of Trade for receiving im
port licenses for the various mater. 
ials to be used in the building of 
the Shrine on Mount Carmel, inc1ud. 
ing all stone work, structural steel, 
cement, wrought iron decorative bal
ustrades, metal window frames t etc. 
The Customs Department has like
wise been most cooperative, and in-

variably frees all materials for the 
Shrine and objects for the Gardens, 
as well as the Holy Tombs and the 
Archives, from duty. When the 
Shrine is completed, this will mean 
that over sixteen hundred tons of 
material for its construction have 
come in duty-free. 

On March 30th, the President of 
the International Baha'i Council was 
received by Rabbi J. L. Hacohen 
Maimon, Minister for Religious Af
fairs in Israel. His Excellency, the 
Minister, welcomed this representa· 
tive of our beloved Guardian, assur· 
ing him of the friendship of the State 
of Isr ael toward all the religious 
communities in Israel, saying that 
it was the desire of his government 
that freedom of religion exist in this 
country and that their a tti tude to
ward all religious commlUl.ities was 
one of friendship and of respect, and 
of the extension of their protection 
to the Holy Places of these various 
religions, adding: "Have we not all 
one Father? Has not the one God 
created us all?" 

The President of the International 
Baha'i Council then spoke of Israel 
as being ·the Holy Land of the 
Baha'is, as well as that of the JewsJ 

Christians and Moslems; telling the 
Minister that fifty and more years 
ago the Master, 'Abdu'l-Bah. had 
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written that Palestine would even~ 
tually become the Home of the J ew
ish people; and that this was pub
lished in print at that time. The in~ 
terview was characterized by a sin
cere spirit of welcome on the part 
of the Minister and his associates 
who were present. A colored print 
of the architect's design for the fa
cade of the Tomb of the Bab was 
presented to the Minister, and an 
invitation was extended to him and 
to Mrs. Maimon to visit the Shrine 
of the Bab and surrounding gardens 
when they could arr ange to come to 
Haifa. 

The President and Vice President 
of the International Council have 
likewise paid calls upon both the 
Mayor of Haifa and the Mayor ·of 
'Akkii, as well as the Military Gov
ernor of Galilee. These visits were 
.in the nature of courtesy calls, and 
established a friendly contact be
tween these officials and the offi
cers of the Council. 

The President likewise had a very 
pleasant interview with the United 
States Ambassador to Israel, Mr. 
Monett B. Davis. 

On April 13, the International Ba
ha'i Council gave a reception in the 
nature of a tea party at the Mansion 
of Bah<'!'u'lIah at Bahji. This was the 
first formal entertainment done by 
this body, and Government officials, 
Consuls, Representatives from the 
Ministry of Religions: in Jerusalem, 
as well as many friends and ac
quaintances, were present. The re
ception received a friendly write-up 
in the social column of the English
speaking newspapers of Israel, and 
was generally considered a great 
success. 

It is interesting to note that the 
formation of the International Coun
cil was mentioned in various news
papers in this country in different 
languages. and "Kal Israel" has also 
on a number of occasions broadcast 
news concerning the Baha'is, 
amongst other items, to wish them 
a Happy Feast on such days as Naw
Ruz and Riq:van. 

Baha' f books have for a long time 
been in the library of the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem, and recent
ly, at the request of the Ministry, 
some of our literature has been 
placed in the library 01 the Ministry 
of Religions in Jerusalem. Books 
have also been presented to His Ex
cellency, Rabbi Maimon, for his own 
personal library, he, himself, being 
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a profound student of the religions 
of the past. The books were given 
to him at his request. 

The nature of our contacts with 
the Government might be said to 
be of two kinds: Sometimes we pro
cure assistance from them after con
siderable effort on our part; other 
times. We receive attention from au
thorities in very agreeable and un
expected ways. An important case 
in point is that of the room in the 
fortress of 'Akka~ which was occu
pied by Bah .. 'u 'llilh upon His arrival 
in that city, for two years. Without 
our having made any solicitation re
garding this historic spot, so sacred 
in our eyes for the memories it 
holds, we were informed by the Gov
ernment Doctor who is in charge 
of the Hospital which has been es
ta blished there, that he wished to 
deliver to the Baha'is the keys of 
Baha'u'l1ah's room, and that it- had 
been especially set aside for us. This 
gesture was greatly appreciated, 
and the room is now available for 
Baha'i pilgrims and local believers 
to visit. His Worship, the Mayor of 
Haifa, likewise was extremely co-
operative and suggested that he 
would be glad to assist in any way 
he- could in connection with complet
ing the Shrine of the Bab, as he 
considered it a great embellishment 
to the city of Ha if a . This kind offer 
was followed up, and through his 
good offices, the Government has 
released to us fifty tons of cement. 
One would have to be a resident of 
this country to realize just what that 
means. 

Masra'ili is a Moslem religious 
endowment, and it is consequently 
impossible, under existing laws in 
this country, for it to be sold. How
ever, as the friends are aware, the 
Ministry of Religions, due to the 
direct intervention of the Minister 
himself, Rabbi Maimon, consented, 
in the face of considerable opposi
tion, to deliver Masra'ih to the 
Baha'is as a Holy Place to he visited 
by Baha'i pilgrims. This means that 
we rent it from the Department of 
lv!oslem and Druze affairs in the 
Minis try of Religions. The head of 
this Department is also a Rabbi, 
Dr. Hirschberg. Recently he, his 
wife and party, visited all the Baha'j 
properties in Haifa and 'Akka, fol
lowing upon a very pleasant tea par
ty in the Western Pilgrim House 
with the members of the Interna
tional Baha'i Council. 

Alter completing his visit to Mas
ra'ih, Dr. Hirschberg and his party 
spent an hour going through the 
Mansion of Bahji, and were much 
interested in the archives, records. 
photographs, maps etc., which the 
Guardian has so impressively as
sembled in that building. The friends 
will be astonished to lmow that dur
ing Passover Week, over 1,000 peo_ 
ple visited the Mansion. They come 
on conducted tours, by foot, in bus
ses, and comprise important foreign 
visitors and whole schools of chil
dren and young people from the Ki
butzim. 

The party of Dr. Hirschberg, ac
companied by the President and 
Vice President of the International 
Baha'i Councilt then motored to 
'Akka and visited the House of Baha
'u 'nah, in which He spent so manY 
years, and where the Aqdas was re
vealed, as well as other important 
writings. Last of all, a visit was 
made to the Mosque of 'Akka-·it was 
Friday-the Moslem Sabbath, and 
a large congregation was assembled 
there. As the worshippers came out 
of the Mosque, the Moslem Imam 
who had been conducting the 
prayers, came from the MiQrab, and 
welcomed our party. insisting that 
we have coffee with him and the 
judge and other Moslem officials of 
'Akka, within the courtyard precincts 
of the Mosque. 

We see that the Faith towards 
which the authorities of the New 
State of Israel have always been 
friendly, is now gaining prestige in 
their sightt and that they have rec
ognized it to be a World Faith in 
scope, a World Religion - distinct 
and apart from the other religions 
of the past, yet nevertheless closely 
related to the Jewish, Christian and 
Moslem religions in their purity, as 
revealed by Christ and the Prophets. 

Already, a Baha'i marriage certifi
cate has been recognized by the lo
cal authorities of this new State, 
and its Ministry of Education and 
Culture, unsolicited by us, has ex
em pted Baha'i school children 
throughout the State from attending 
school on Baha', Holy Days. This 
was done in a circular issued to all 
schools. Our institutions, compris
ing two Holy Shrines, those of the 
Bah and Bahil'u'llah, two Archives 
housing sacred relics, one adjoining 
the Tomb 01 the Bab, the other, ad
j acent to the resting-place of the 
Greatest Holy Leaf; two historical 



mansions, that of Bahji, where 
Bahii'u'Jliih passed away, and ~hat of 
Masra'ih, where He first resided 
upon leaving the prison wans of 
IAkka; two Houses associated with 
Baha'u'llith and the Master, namely~ 
the one in 'Akkit, where the Manifes
tation of God revealed the Aqdas, 
and the one in Haifa, where iAbdu'1-
Haba passed away, have all been 
exempted from both Government 
and Municipal taxes; and objects re
ceived for them permitted to enter, 
duty free. 

Likewise the area of over forty 
acres of land, surrounding the 
Shrine of the Bab on Mount Carmel, 
has been exempted from taxation. 
These things are the evidences of a 
spirit of true understanding and co
operation between the Baha'i Com
munity and the Israeli authorities. 
We like to say to interested Jewish 
inquirers, that something very in
teresting and beautiful is happening 
here-the world~s newest religion is 
growing up within the world's young
est State. 

Faithfully yours in El Baha 
-INn:RNATIONAL B.uiA'f COUNCIL 

(Signed) CHARLES MAsoN REMEY 
President. 

Members of Firmly-Knit. 
World Embracing, Divinely 
Propelled Baha'i Community 

Beloved friends: 
The publication in this issue of 

Bahd"i News of a general communi
cation from the International Baha'i 
Council, signed on its behalf by its 
President, Mr. Charles Mason 
Remey. signalizes in a most impres
sive manner the nature of the new 
Baha'i era in which we now live. 

There are three stages in the evO
lution of the Baha'i world commu
nity. First, the formation of local 
groups and assemblies under the 
Master's loving care:. How many 
Tablets He revealed, charged with 
the spirit of unity. to raise up on this 
earth even small bodies of believ
ers inspired with mutual love and 
trust and able to render united serv
ice to a divine Faithl American 
Baha'is still live who witnessed, and 
took active part in, that miraculous 
work. 

In the Master~5 time also, the be
ginning of the national Baha'i com
munity could be discerned. The 
Temple project itself enlarged the 
horizon of the believer from his own 
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local community to the larger body 
of Baha'is. The Guardian took up this 
work, defined the duties and respon
sibilities of the Local and National 
Assemblies, and trained the be
lievers of East and West in the ad
ministration of the activities of their 
Faith. 

Now the consolidation of the inter
national Baha'i community is taking 
place before our eyes. The call has 
been raised to individual Baha'is and 
not alone to National Assemblies, to 
enter into this greatest arena of 
Baha'i sacrifice, understanding and 
action as a direct and permanent 
element in our lives, Together with 
a host of Baha'is in other lands, we 
raise our eyes to the larger goal, 
~ccepting personal responsibility for 
the success of the Guardian's noble 
plans to complete the Shrine of the 
Bab and develop the Baha', world 
center in the Holy Land. 

This new stage in the evolution of 
the Baha', community expects and 
requires a fuller maturity than we 
have ever manifested before. It 
means the most conscientious bal
ancing of .effort and resource as we 
serve simultaneously on the three 
levels of Baha'i action: local, na
tional and international. 

Just as we have for years devoted 
resources for national projects, 
limiting the scop e of local action for 
the sake of the greater and more im
portant collective task, so now we, 
and all other Baha'is, while main
taining the essential work in both 
local and national fields, extend our 
devotion to the supreme world pur
pose. We do not eliminate respon
sibility for local and national sup
port, for the power of the local com
munity stands at the foundation of 
the entire Baha'i structure, and the 
unity of the national commwlity con
stitutes the pillar on which will rest 
the future House of Justice and the 
fullest expression of the Guardian's 
spirit in the establishment of world 
order" and peace. 

It is a matter of enlargement of 
our Baha'i life and not of choosing 
between different alternatives. This 
process of international consolida
tion prepares the Baha'is for the for
mation and operation of the House of 
Justice. Just as every B'aha'i in for
mer days felt an inner relationship 
to the Master, and nOw an inner 
relationship to the Guardian, so now 
we are to experience a new sense of 
loyalty and devotion to an unfolding 
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World Center, fulfilling the loyalty 
we have learned to render local and 
national administrative institutions. 
What to the child and the youth 
seems to be an end, to the adult be
comes a means to a true and su
preme end, The end of our Baha'i 
service is to create a world in which 
humanity is one and citizenship is 
both spiritual and social integrity. 
Great effort is needed for us to make 
the transition from youth to matur
ity. Culturally and psychologically 
this experience parallels those vast 
historic changes when family union 
enlarged to the unity of the tribe, 
and when tribal union bec,lme 
loyalty to the nation. 

The Guardian's messages have 
been preparing us for this new 
stage. In April, 1950, for example, 
he referred to the members of a 
"firmly knit, world embracing, di
vinely propelled Baha'i community/' 
On July 5, 1950 he emphasized the 
i. first histori~ opportunity of direct
ly sustaining, through their contri
butions, the most sacred enterprise 
ever undertaken in the history of 
the Faith," and on March 21, 1951-
'iI am moved to renew my fervent 
plea addressed to all National and 
local Assemblies and believers in all 
continents of the globe." 

The degree to which we accept 
our whole responsibility will supply 
a true measure of the value of our 
faith. 

-NATIONAL SpmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

. Schedule of Meetings 
1951-1952 

National Spiritual Assembly 
1. April 29, 30, May 2, 3; 4, 5, 6, 1951 
2. June 8, 9, 10 
3. July 6, 7, 8 
4. August 31, September 1, 2, 3 at 

Green Acre 
5. October 12, 13, 14 
6. November 22, 23, 24, 25 
7. January 4, 5, 6, 1952 
8. February 22, 23, 24 
9. March 28, 29, 30 

. 10. April 23 
State Conventions 

December 2, 1950 

Handbook on Two-Year 
Preparation 

Publishing Announcement 
A looseleaf handbook with informa

tion about the Two Year Plan of 
Preparation is now available. The 
National Spiritual Assembly urges 
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wide distribution and careful con
sideration of this program. The 
basic elements of the teaching plan 
for the next two years are discussed 
and brought together for the informa
tion of the believers. 

Some of the sections of the hand
book are: - "Preparing for EnrolI
ment," "Deepening of New Baha'is," 
"Institutes", "Radio Committee, n 

"Visual Education Committee," 
"Public Relations Committee," The 
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book is so organized that from time 
to time additional sheets of material 
will be made available for insertion. 
The idea is to enable each believer 
to have the essential information 
about the Two Year Plan of Prepara
tion at his finger tips for ready ref
erence. 

Copies of the handbook are to be 
ordered from Baha'i Publishing Com
mittee, 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
TIlinois, at $0.75 each. 

Report of the Forty-third National Convention 
April 28 - May 1, 1951 

In the midst of a bitter public dem
onstration of bewilderment and fear 
in the American people in general, 
the Baha'is of the United States met 
in their National Convention, quietly, 
harmoniously, and unperturbed. 
More aware, perhaps, than any other 
people in the world of the dangers 
threatening the whole of mankind a I 
this hour, but untouched by the sur
rounding hysteria, they deliberated, 
confidently and full of hope, on their 
part of the task of restoring order to 
the world. 

The first high spiritual note was 
struck Friday evening at the Feast 
of Rio;ivan, as Reginald King, the 
chairman, read some of the most 
beautiful passages from the Baha'! 
writings. Then Curtis Kelsey and 
Amelia Collins drew the friends 
near to Haifa as it was in the days 
just before the passing of the Mas
ter and as it is today, the center of 
a rapidly developing World Faith. 

Devotions were held each morning 
at 9:00 o'clock in Foundation Hall-
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except Sunday, when we had the 
privilege of worshipping under the 
beautiful and awe-inspiring dome of 
the House of. Worship. Pari of the 
scaffolding was still ~ere, but the 
present work is nearly. finished. 

Each Convention has had its own 
significance and its own individual 
character. This Convention was re
markable in that it lifted us to a new 
level of awareness of the power of 
our faith, a new consciousness of 
participation in an international pro
gram. As Horace Holley put it in 
the Secretary's report, through the 
International Council and through 
the worldwide call to austerity, we 
are all associated together in an in
ternational community. As we stood 
under the dome of the House of Wor
ship, now receiving its finishing 
touches, as we listened to greetings 
from the Conventions of Latin Amer
ica, as we were told of the beauty 
and significance of the Shrine of the 
Bab, we experienced a sense of com
pletion and beginning, a closer unity 
with our beloved Guardian, and a 
more mature confidence in our abil
ity to perform our allotted tasks un
der his guidance. This feeling was 
engendered by the Guardian him
self, through his cabled and hand
written messages and through Mrs. 
Collins. who came to speak for him 
and was our personal contact with 
him throughout the session. 

It was she who read the opening 
prayer on Saturday morning, when 
the Convention was called to order, 
and, after the election of the per~ 
manent officers (Paul Haney, Chair
man, and Horace Holley, Secretary) 
by 110 delegates then assembled, she 
read the cable from the Guardian. 
Here were summed up the "swiftly 
succeeding, epoch-making events 
transpiring in the course of the fifth 

year of the second Seven Year 
Plan," a cable which has been re
printed elsewhere in the Baha" 
News. 

After reading the cable, Mrs. Col
lins brought personal greeting from 
the Guardian. "You will address the 
Convention on my behalf," he had 
told her. "but," she went on, Hhe 
only said a half dozen words after 
that and lefl the rest to me." What 
Mrs. Collins said at this time con
tains much which she amplified at 
various times later, and perhaps this 
report can be stretched to include 
most of it her-e. "I wish," she said, 
"we could grasp what our Guardian 
undertakes, and he always succeeds. 
There are insurmountable barri
ers, but they are always overcome. 
That is an· example for us. He sends 
us such encouraging messages and 
never hints at what he is going 
through at the World Cenler_ It 
takes one"s breath away it is so ap
palling when you watch him day by 
day - not idle for a moment. And 
his day is not twelve hours. In one 
of his cables to us not long ago, he 
gave a mere hint of some of his bur
dens there ... he speaks of the sor
row caused by the Covenant-break
ers. But we have no idea of what 
he has suffered· over a period. of 
practically his whole ministry. They 
fell away, one and all, and finally 
the Guardian stood alone with one 
helpmate - the love of Ruhlyyih 
~himum. Can we picture an:Yut;ng 
of that kind? Can we think we have 
difficulties and sorrows and prob
lems? We have not. No phase of our 
lives can compare to what Our be. 
loved Guardian has gone through for 
the Cause of God." She spoke of the 
people of Israel, of how hard they 
are working and of how much they 
are in need of spiritual help. "We 
must give a demonstration in what 
we are accomplishing. Many people 
think that the Guardian's work is 
only the building of the Shrines and 
gardens, but never mind, the rest 
will follow. When the Cause is pro
claimed openly in Israel, there will 
be millions who will arise to prove 
what this Cause is." 

She outlined the functions of the 
International Council at this time. 1. 
To forge links with the authorities, 
"to meet these people and try to 
gradually get over what our· Baha'i 
Faith is there in Israel, so that they 
will become interested and informed. 
2. "To assist the Guardian to dis-



charge the responsibility of erecting 
tbe structure of tbe Bab's holy Shrine 
. . . The Guardian is engrossed in 
that work ... It is being done under 
such difficulties that you would not 
be able to grasp it. Just to get a 
few sacks of cement has many times 
meant visits by Mason Remey and 
myself to plead for them." 3. "To 
conduct negotiations with the a u thor~ 
ities as to our personal status so 
tbat it can gradually emerge into a 
court. When it gets to tbat point, I 
am sure the Guardian will inform 
you." 

The Guardian's long hand-written 
letter called the American believers 
to new heights of endeavor in con
nection witb the teaching projects 
undertaken on other continents and 
tbe erection of tbe dome of the 
Bab's holy Sepulchre, "an enter
prise transcending any undertaking, 
whether national or local, embarked 
upon by the followers of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llim/' The construction of the 
superstructure of this edifice, he 
tells us, is bound to lend an unpre
cedented impetus to "the unfoldment 
of the World Administrative Center 
of the Faith of Baha'u'llah and in 
the efflorescence of its highest insti
tutions constituting the embryo of its 
future World Order." 

The teaching work in Africa, the 
consolidation of our European vic
tories, the aid still to be extended to 
Latin America. and the sacred privi
lege of helping suitably to ensheathe 
tbe Dust of the Primal Point at the 
spiritual center of the world - these 
great opportunities for service in 
an international area of endeavor 
thrilled us. There was evident among 
the delegates an awar-eness of the 
immensity of the effort required and 
a quiet determination to exert that 
effort to the full. 

The time is short, the Guardian in
sists. An impending international cri
sis of uexlreme severity" makes it 
imperative that the material for 
the dome of the Shrine be acquired 
this year, at the cost of $200,000. 
This, the Convention assured the 
Guardian in its cables7 we are pre
pared to do. 

On Sunday evening, in a spirit of 
deep solemnity and consecration, 
the Convention fulfilled its pri
mary function, the election of the 
National Spiritual Assembly for tbe 
coming year. Of 171 delegates, 130 
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These Balla" chU.dren In Quincy~ 1IUno1s, toek pa.rt. in a progn,m celebratlnz' 
Balui"u'lIih's Announcement in the Gardea of Ridrin. 

were by that time present. 39 voted 
by mail. Two failed to vote. With the 
exception of Mrs. Collins. no longer 
eligible for membership, the same 
Assembly was elected, Mrs_ Mamie 
Selo having been chosen to fill the 
vacancy. 

Sunday evening was devoted to the 
International Center at Haifa. We 
were shown the colored moving pic
tures of the gardens on Mount Car
mel, which the Guardian had sent 
over for the Centenary of the Mar
tyrdom of the Bab. We were en
tranced by the beauty which Shoghi 
Effendi has created, bit by bit, in 
this stony spot where at first there 
was only that ancient clump of cy
presses under which Baha'u!ll~ sat 
and pointed out the sites where the 
Shrines were to be erected. There 
were some pictures of the partly fin
ished Shrine. The Guardian himself 
is supervising the building. Mrs. Col
lins told us, spending sometimes 
twelve hours a day overseeing the 
work_ She described for us also the 
house of Baha 'u 'llah in I Akkil and 
His cell in the prison there, both of 
which have been given to us by the 
Municipality of 'Akka. They will be 
looked upon as museums, and they 
are to have bronze plates indicating 
that they are Baha'i houses. She 
mentioned several odd bits of land 
near the Tomb of Baha'u'llah and the 
Shrine of the Bab which should be 
bought up to prevent apartment 
houses being built very near them. 

Mrs. Collins drew us very near to 

the Holy Land that evening and gave 
us a feeling of intimate contact with 
Shoghi Effendi and of his love for us, 
sYmbolized at the end by his gift of 
attar of roses, with which she 
toucr.ed the brow of every friend 
there, thus sealing us as his own. It 
was a moment of great dedication, 
and its effects could be felt through
out the remaining days of the Con-
vention. . 

Another international phase of our 
work was described to us Monday 
evening by Edna True, chairman of 
the European Teaching committee, 
who reported that the number of be
lievers in the ten goal countries in 
Europe had increased during the 
year from 266 to 360 and that two 
new Assemblies had been formed in 
Italy, Florence and Naples. Several 
persons who had visited the Baha'i 
Communities in Europe or attended 
the teaching conferences told of their 
impressions. led off by young Roy 
Motttahedeh, who gave a diverting 
child's eye view of Brussels and Cop
enhagen. 

That evening, however, really be
longed to the Inter-America Com
mittee, for it had to report the birth 
of the two new National Assemblies 
of Latin America. On this happy mo
ment of the Convention, pages could 
be written, Dorothy Baker read the 
Guardian's messages to the new As
semblies and told of the two locks of 
Bah3'u'llah's hair which he had sent 
them by Mrs. Collins. Now, she said, 
they must write their own constitu· 
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tions, legalize themselves, and estab
lish their own institutions. Elisa
beth Cheney told us tha t there are 
now 22 Communities in central 
A.J:rierica. Mexico, and the Antilles, 
and 22 in South America. There are 
600 to 700 believers. All of us here 
had a part in this, she said, either 
personally or by deputization. She 
spoke of the martyrs, the pioneers 
who 1:;tad lost their lives, a:nd the 
acute suffering of many others. Mr. 

. Mattoon said a few words, and then 
Mathew Bullock gave an interesting 
account of the difficulties which had 
to be overcome in Haiti. Edna True 
and Paul Haney described the Con
vention at Lima and its spirit of 
dedication before that tremendous 
. moment, their first election. Horace 
Holley who had attended the Conven
tion in Panama, reminded us of the 
mystery of this accomplishment -
fourteen years ago there· were no 
Baha'is there at all, only a latent 
potency to be evoked by the Guard
ian at the proper time. He hoped 
that we would all have the experi
ence of meeting people of different 
nations, races, backgrounds, and 
feeling closer to them than to mem
bers of our own families. 

Letters from all nine of the exist
ing National Spiritual Assemblies 
had been received by these new 
ones, welcoming them, lovingly into 
the international Baha'i family. The 
Assembly of India, Pakistan, and 
Burma wrote, "We enfold you in our 
arms.u 

Now we could savor the joy of 
accomplishment, even while we pre
parllid for new tasks. For the next 
two years we are to assist these 
children of the lirst Seven Year Plan 
with advice and some financial aid, 
but essentially they are on their own, 
adult and independent. Later came 
letters from them, expressing 
gratitude to the American believers 
and their consciousness of the unity 
of the whole BaM'i world. 

The newest project is Africa, one 
which we share With Great Britain, 
Egypt and Persia. Elsie Austin, 
Chairman of the Africa Committee, 
gave a clear and illuminating ac
count of the problems and opportuni
ties of each of the three provinces 
to be developed: the Gold Coast, 
Kenya, and Tanganyika. She pointed 
out that Africa is a strategic con
tinent at this time, that all countries 
and all religions have their eyes on 
her. The British Baha'is have regi-
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stered a formal statement with their 
government that the Faith wishes to 
send missionaries into these prov~ 
inces. She said that two kinds of pio
neers have been asked for: those 
who can give their whole attention to 
t-eaching, and resident settlers, who 
can earn their living, thus relieving 
the Fund of their support. All pio
neers should be in good health and 
prepared to stay a long time. Mr. 
and Mrs. William Foster have al
ready volunteered for this service. 
There is now one pioneer in Africa 
as dean of women in a college. 

Miss Austin asked for information 
on firms that might need employees 
in these provinces, and a number of 
suggestions were made from the 
floor. Anyone who has suggestions 
of this kind should send them to 
Mrs. Marie Rice, 5925 14th Street 
North, Arlington, Virginia. Other 
things we can do are: make contact 
with African students in this coun
try and train them as Baha'is, ask 
the British Information Services for 
films on Africa, and read things on 
Africa written by Africans. 

Early in the Convention, after the 
reading of the Guardian's cable, Mr. 
Hautz had asked permiSSion to intro
duce Mr. Ernest Welsing, a student 
in this country from the Gold Coast 
and a new Baha'i. Me. Welsing said 
that there has never been so .great a 
need for a new religion in th at reg
ion as there is nOw. The Negroes are 
becoming more separated, more iso
lated, and more prejudiced against 
all peoples than ever before. 

Another of our in terna tional con
tacts is that with the United Nations. 
Mrs. .Mottahedeh, reporting for our 
UN Committee, had just flown in 
from the Near Eastern Conference 
of Non-Governmental Organizations 
at Istanbu1. The Baha'i delegates, 
she said, had been preceded by a 
great deal of publicity and were met 
by crowds of reporters. Their arrival 
under these circumstances was a 
great moment in the lives of the 
Turkish Baha'is, who had been living 
in obscurity for twenty-five years, 
owing to the sentiment against re
ligion in Turkey ~ Now they are 
emancipated and again able to teach. 
The conference turned out to be al
most a Baha'i affair, according to 
Mrs. Mottahedeh, because, of all the 
Near Eastern people present, they 
alone had had administrative train
ing in the art of consultation. Mr. 
Holley, in the supplementary report 

of the Secretary, had mentioned that 
the editor of the Turkish paper so 
much interested in the Faith had 
visited the Temple and met the 
Baha'is there. This and the Bah~Pi 
from the Gold Coast are examples of 
the subtle coordination of all 
branches of work for the Faith. 

All of these far-flung projects, and 
especially that of aiding in building 
the Shrine of the Bab,. made the 
T'reasurer's report a matter of spe
cial interest. Here too, we could 
feel at long last a sense of achieve
ment, for both the Temple Fund and 
the Victory Fund had been over-sub
scribed, and not by a few large gifts 
from wealthy believers. One Baha'i 
gave the money she had set aside 
for her burial, saying "You can ar
range to bury ine in the potter's 
field." All manner of sacrifices have 
been made. with the result that one 
of the largest banks in the world, 
with which we have been accus
tomed to deal, is willing to allow us 
an unsecured loan of $150,000. A Wll
mette banker, when told that the 
money was raised without pledges or 
assessments, but out of pure dev~ 
tion to the Cause, said, "The people 
of the world ought to come and study 
what you have done." 

The Goldblatt property cost 
$50,000, but was financed by two be
lievers, one paid $12,500 down and 
will pay $2,500 annually. This will 
not at present come out of the Fund. 
Mrs. Goldblatt would not reduce the 
price of the property but indicated 
that she wished to make a substan
tial gift to the Cause. This was ac
cepted for philanthropic and chari
table work and will be used to aid 
certain desti~t;lte Baha'is indicated by 
the Guardian. 

The budget for this year will in
elude $177,000, which must be paid 
on the contracts for the marble for 
the Shrine of the Bab. Landscaping 
the Temple will require $150,000 to 
be di vid ed between two years. $7,400 
will go to the International Fund. 
$175,000 will be required for all other 
expenses. The budget for the first 
year of austerity was $475,000; for 
the second year, $45o,(M)(); for the 
coming year, $450,000. This was brok
en down in an interesting way: 
$28,000 for Latin America, $40,000 
for European Teaching, $5,000 for 
Africa, $19,000 for Temple mainten
ance, $35.000 for administrative ex
pense, etc. 



But not all of the deliberations of 
the Convention were devoted to in
ternational projects. The report of 
the Secretary sobered us with its 
revelation that the number of As
semblies in the United States was 
13 less in 1950 than in 1948, and that 
the number of new Baha'is is only 
377 (adult) and 57 (youth). 

Teaching here at home was the 
subject covered by the report of .the 
Projects Committee, presided over 
by Dr. Katherine True. It included 
a discussion of the Conference In. 
stitutes, the value of which was 
stressed by Mr s. Collins in her re
marks afterwards; preparation for 
the enrollment of new believers; 
deepening; the use of the public 
meeting; and prestige promotion. Of 
great value was Miss Linfoot's sum
mary of the points to. be remem
bered in the preparation of candid
ates for membership. We should 
give the sludent the true essentials 
of the Faith and lead him to 
Baha'u'llah. We must cultivate in 
him an appreciation of the univers
ali ty of the Faith, inspire in him 
obedience to its ordinances and the 
desire to support its fisti tutions, 
lead him to look forward to enroll
ment in the Faith as a most inspir
ing experience, prepare him for ac· 
tive membership, and create in him 
a desire to teach. 

Mr. Winston Evans, speaking of 
the education of new believers. said 
that, after the honeymoon of their 
entrance into the Faith, we should 
take them apart and "tell them the 
spiritual facts of life." We must 
make them aware of the urgency 
of this hour in the Day of God and 
give them the big universal picture, 
so that they won' I get bogged down 
in local matters, We must teach 
them to work in groups and alone. 
We must warn them of tests, 'both 
within and without the Cause, tell 
them that anything can happen 
and that "from here out we are 
utterly dependent on spiritual re· 
sources." 

Mrs. Collios, at the close of the 
session remarked that, when our 10. 
cal Assemblies function according 
to the plan laid down for them, 
leaders in our community, distract· 
ed, will turn to us for solutions to 
their problems. HNow," she asked, 
"how many of our local Assemblies 
could really give the solution if they 
came to us?1t 
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The subject of Child Education 
was given' a better place on the 
agenda this year than ever before, 
and the liveliness of the discussion 
after lVlrs. Dwelly'·s report justified 
the change. Dr. Manucher Javid 
spoke very forcefully of the failure 
of Baha'i parents to teach their chil
dren about the Faith. citing in
stances where children were allowed 
to drift into other 'religions and 
pointed out that merely by educating 
our children to be Baha'is we could 
increase the number of believers by 
thousands. A recommendation pf the 
Convention was that suitable rna. 
terial for the observance of holy 
days by children be provided, for, 
it was pointed out, if Bahil'i children 
are to be kept at home on these 
days, and if they are not expected 
to observe the Christian holy days, 
they must be made acquainted with 
the beauty and importance of these 
anniversaries. Other recommenda
tions were that a suitable handbook 
for the teachers of children be pro
vided, that the handbook beiog pre
pared by the Projects Committee 
include material for children, and 
that. the revised set of scripts and 
temple slides for use in teaching 
children be made available for gen. 
eral use. 

The delegates were all very fa
vorably impressed by Dwight Al
lents presentation of the work of 
the National Youth Committee, its 
problems, and its needs. He pointed 
out the need for special study ma
terial for young people of 15 to 18, 
and for a study outline for the youth 
in general. It was recommended by 
the Convention that a Committee 
be designated to develop proper lit· 
erature and study materials· for 
y~:::)llng people. There were also rec
ommendations dealing with the co· 
ordination of youth activities with 
adult Area and Regional Teachiog 
Committees. 

The matter of Baha'i Youth in mil
itary service was given some atten
tion, and the following recommen
dations were made: 1. That a spe
cial small prayer book be devised 
for inexpensive distribution to al1 
military bases in the United States, 
where such distribution would be 
approved by the proper authorities, 
2. that each Baha'i youth inducted 
into the services be instructed to 
request to be recorded as a Baha'i 
for the reason that he is a member 
of the Baha'i World Faith and that 
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the United States Government rec
ognizes him as such, and 3. that 
the National Spiritual Assembly 
make another attempt, through the 
office of the Secretary of Defense, 
to obtain a separate identification 
as a Baha'i of Baha'is serving in 
the armed forces. 

Everyone is happy that our sum
mer schools can nOw be reopened, 
and the speeches made by represen
tatives of the various committees 
brought out the temptiog variety of
fered by the schools in the different 
sections of the country. The Green 
Acre Committee had an interesting 
display of slides. The point was 
stressed that we have an obligation 
to support these schools in spite of 
the continuing program of austerity. 

Some time was given to a discus-
sion of the problems confrontiog the 
National Spiritual Assembly, one of 
the most knotty of which is that of 
discovering talent for work on the 
National Committees. We can aid 
the National Assembly best, it was 
made clear, by learning to solve our 
local problems locally. 

Suggestions were made for the im
provement of the National Conven
tion and of the State Conventions, 
which suffered greatly this past year 
because of inclement weather. It 
was hoped that a better time of year 
might be chosen io the future and 
that the believers who come togeth
er might have more time for consul
tation and association. 

The Call to Sacrifice began with a 
prayer for the Guardian and a talk 
by Mrs. Collins. She reminded us 
that Baha'u'llah addressed the 
American believers as His apostles, 
a title not given to any other people, 
and that the Guardian has called us 
the arms and the hands of the 
Cause, with the attributes of purity 
of heart, faithfulness, and generosi
ty. We have proved this to a certain 
extent. She urged us not only to dis
cuss but to act, and to make this 
our daily vow. We do things, but 
sometimes only at the last minute. 
"Now," she said, uLet's be a little 
ahead." 

A word should be said about the 
physical aspects of the Convention. 
There were interesting and colorful 
exhibits, and three good meals a 
day, smoothly and efficiently served. 
The committee in charge of min
islering to our physical needs de
serves much praise. 
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This was one of the best Conven
tions we have had, showing a more 
sober acceptance of responsibility, 
a great confidence, and a more ma
ture f ... ith. And in its general at
mosphere it was one of the most 
harmonious-less effusive, perhaps, 
but more evenly kind. Older believ
ers~ on coming away, remarked that 
they had never experienced such 
uniform friendliness at any Baha'i 
Convention. 

---GARR'ETA BusEY 

Contlention Reporter 

European Teaching News 
Two new Assemblies in Italy:Flor

ence and Naples, make, with the 
already established communities, a 
total of 15 Assemblies in our 10 goal
countries of Europe. There has been 
an increase of one hundred new be
lievers during the past year. The 
total number of newly declared be
lievers is 361, as of May 1st 1951. 

A new activity which we have 
termed the "Book Sales Commit
tees" has been initiated this past 
year in our goal-countries, one 
which the E. T.C. feels will be of 
great assistance and is destined to 
develop into the "Baha'i Publishing 
CommitteesU of the future, in each 
country. 

The reports that have come in 
show the encouraging results of the 
growing rna turity of the friends in 
Europe as expressed in their han~ 
dling of their community problems, 
the stated increase in their numbers 
and the spirit of unity and harmony 
which prevails throughout. 

From a recent letter of the Guard
ian to the Chairman of the E.T.C. 
we quote: "He has been most en
couraged by the progress of the 
work in Europe dur-ing the last year. 
Not only have the new assemblies 
struck deeper roots and carried on 
more activities locally and in the 
form of extension work, but the spirit 
manifested by the European Baha'i 
Communities encourages him great
ly; and leads him to believe that 
these new AssembHes are capable 
of remarkable endurance in service 
to the Cause, and have a great and 
brilliant future before them." 

EtmOf'EAN TEA.CIIING COMMlTI'EE 

A Chicago Public Relations 
Project 

The Chicago Public Relations 
Committee has just concluded a 
year that has brought the attention 
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of approximately 2,370 people to the 
Temple and its symbolism, through 
talks given before Women's Clubs 
particularly. The method of contact
ing these Clubs was outlined in the 
report of this com mi ttee in the 
Baha'i News of March 1951. 

The speakers who have given 
these talks before over 40 Clubs this 
past year were Ted Anderson, 
George Amerson, Reginald King, 
Evelyn Larson, Lawrence La 
Rocque, Nina Matthisen, Marion 
Oas, Margarite Ullrich, Sarah Wal
rath il:nd Florence ZmeskaL 

Knowing Club policy, that reli
gious talks are barred in most in
stances, our speaker s all felt that 
through the symbology of the Tem
ple itself, the Teachings can be 
brought in without inviting antago
nism. Most of the speakers have ex
perienced too, that the question pe
riod after the talk has brought forth 
the needed questions from the audi· 
ence to give the history of the Faith. 

Living the Baha'i Life: 
Sacrifice and Service 

o MY SERVANT! 
Free thyself from the fetters of 

this world, and loose thy soul from 
the prison of self. Seize thy chance. 
for it will come to thee no more. 
o SON OF MAN! 

Magnify My cause that I may re
veal unto thee the mysteries of lI.ly 
greatness and shine upon thee with 
the light of eternity. 

-BAHA 'U'LLAR 
Persian Hidden Words No. 40, Ara

bic, No. 41 
Man must become evanescent in 

God. Must forget his own selfish con
ditions that he may thus arise to the 
station of sacrifice. It should be to 
such a degre e tha t if he sleep, it 
should not be for pleasure, but to 
rest the body in order to do better, 
to speak better, to explain more 
beautifully, to serve the servants of 
God and to prove the truths. When 
he rem ains a wake. he should seek 
to be attentive, serve the Cause of 
God and sacrifice his own stations 
for those of God. When he attains to 
this station, the confirmations of the 
Holy Spirit will surely reach him, 
dnd man with this power can with
stand all who inhabit the earth. 

-'ABDu'rrBAHA 
Baha'i World Faith, page 384. 
If we relax in our purpose, if we 

falter in our faiih, if we neglect the 
varied opportunities given us from 

time to time by an all·wise and gra. 
cious :Master. we are not merely fail~ 
ing in what is our most vital and 
conspicuous obligation, but are 
thereby insensibly retarding the flow 
of those quickening energies which 
can alone insure the vigorous and 
speedy development of God's strug
gling Faith. 

-SHOG-HI EFFENDI 

Bah6 t i Administration, page 121 

Green Acre CommiHee Notes 
Important program announcement 

Due to change in plans of the U ni t
ed Nations Committee, the week of 
July 2nd through July 6th has been 
turned over to the Green Acre Com
mittee for program planning. 

The Committee wishes to bring to 
the attention of the friends two ex
cellent courses of wide interest: 

July 2nd through July 6th 
Achieving a M .:ztuTe 
Baha'i Community 

By Katherine McLaughlin 
New Horizons In Education 

By a panel of Baha'i Speakers 
Several evenings will be devoted 

to the showing of Educational Films 
on World Government with class
room discussion led by competent 
discussion leaders. 

Change in Schedule Of Teachers 
Horace Holley will give his course 

on Effective Study of Baha'i Wnt
ing. the week of August 27th to Sep
tember 1st instead of the week of 
July 9th to July 14th as previously 
reported. 

Helen Campbell will give the 
course on Effective Study of the 
Baha'i Writings the week of July 9th 
to July 14th. 

Mary Marlowe will give the 
course IWToduction to the Baha'i 
Faith the week of July 30th through 
August 4th instead of Mrs. Lucien 
McComb, Jr. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW 
TEACHERS NOT PREVIOUSLY 

REPORTED 
Roberta Christian will give the 

course Effective Speaking from 
August 6th to August 18th. 

Renee Welsh will give the course 
on Tablets of Bahd'u'llcih August 20th 
to August 25th. 

Elahi Kalantar will give the course 
on the Epistle to the Son Of the Wolj 
from July 9th to July 21st. 
This Summer Green Acre ofters a 

special course, 
How to Use Radio in Local Teaching 

August 6-18, 1951 



Designed to aid local and regional 
radio committees and assemblies in 
fuller and more effective use of ra· 
dio in local proclamation and teach
ing efforts. This course is being or
ganized especially for local commu
nity application with special empha
sis on defining local problems and 
determining local answers. Specia 1 
attention will be given to programs 
and scripts. 

HCollateral to this process of rein· 
forcing the fabrics of the Adminis· 
trative Order and of widening its 
basis, a resolute attempt should he 
made . . . to reinforce th e measures 
already adopted for the proc1a,na
tion, through the press and radio, of 
the verities of the Faith to the 
masses." Challenging Requirement,,) 
of the Present Hour, Shoghi Effendi. 

Let each local Assembly, Group. 
Regional Teaching Committee, and 
Area National Teaching Committee 
send one representative (or. more) 
to this exploratory and creative :;;es
sion at Green Acre this summer. 
Any believer is welcome to attend 
these sessions; special attention wil1 
be given to those who are now wor k
ing or expecting to work actively in 
the Baha'i radio field. 

Let us learn how to take full ad
vantage of the many new opportwli
ties being offered throughout the 
United States for bolder proclama
tion of the Faith via the medium of 
radio! Let us prepare for "the 
troops" and learn to become more 
effective instruments "qualified to 
deal with the affairs of a world 
community! t ~ 

Also Ollered: 
Baha'i Public Relations 

July 9-21, 1951 
Designed to offer public rela lions 

techniques applying them to efforts 
in Baha'i publicity, advertising and 
daily contacts, This course is being 
organized especially for local com· 
munity application similar to above. 
Special emphasis will be placed On 

practical experience through partici. 
pation in a public relations cam
paign opening up a new locality to 
the Faith near Green Acre. 

Green Acre Slides 
These very colorful slides depict

ing life at Green Acre can be se
cured by writing Dorothea Morrell-
203 Fenimore Street, Brooklyn 25, 
N. Y. A 35mm projector is required 
and there is a script which accom· 
panies the slides. 

BAHA'i NEWS 

Attention Young Adults 
The Green Acre Committee has set 

aside August 6th to August 18th for 
Young Adults Weeks. The choice of 
courses have been selected for your 
particular interests. Rates have been 

II 

set as low as $21.0() per week for 
room and board with sleeping accom
moda tions on top floors of cottages 
and Fellowship House. Don't be a 
stay-at·home! Don't miss the fun! 
Get your reservations in early! 

Latin. America Holds First 
Historic Conventions 

The Guardian's Message 
"Hail (with) joyous heart convoca

tion (of) first twin historic Con ven
hons (of) followers (of) Faith (of) 
Baha'u'llah (in) Central America, 
Mexico, (the) Antilles (and) South 
America, assembled (to) elect twin 
National Assemblies constituting 
sustaining pillars (of) divinely ap
pointed administrative order (in) 
Latin America. Congratulate assem
bled delegates (for the) magnificent 
triumph marking (the) culmination 
of the fourteen year old process 
linking (the) concluding years (of 
the) Iirst with (the) opening decade 
(of the) second B aha' i century. Ac
claim fulfillment (of the) vital ob
jectives (of the) two momentous 
campaigns successively launched be
yond (the) confines (of the) North 
American continent by (the) Ameri
can Baha'i Commwrity (in) conform
ity (with) 'Abdu'I-Baha's Divine 
Plan. Gratefully recognize in these 
epoch·making assemblages held 
simultaneously (in) Peru (and) Pan
ama, representing wellnigh four 
score localities spread over (an) 
area stretching (from) Mexico (to 
the) Magallanes, embracing incor
porated communities (in) almost aU 
capital cities (of) Latin American 
Republics (the) initial repercussions 
(of the) clarion call voiced eighty 

8ah3!i News is published by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States as the 
official news-letter of the Bahi'i 
Community. 

Baha'i News Editorial Commit
tee: Miss Gareta. Busey. Managing 
Editor. Ch •• Mr. KeDlletll Christian. 
Miss Mae Graves. Mrs. Doris 
Honey, Mr. Horace HoUeY, Mrs. 
Eleanor Hutchins. Mrs. Rutb Jones. 
Editorial o:lrice, 503 W. Elm Street. 
Urbana, mlnol'S. 

Plea!"le report changes of address 
a,nd other matters peTtainin~ to 
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Office. 536 Sheridan Road, Wil
mette, nlinois. 

years ago (by) Baha'u'Uah (in the) 
Most Holy Book addressed collec
tively (to the) Rulers (of the) Repub
lics (of the) Western Hemisphere. 
(I) appeal (to the) incoming Nation
al Assemblies standing (on the) 
threshold (of the) second epoch 
now unfolding (in the) evolution (of 
the) Faith (of) Baha'u'Uah (in) Latin 
America (to) arise (in) complete uni· 
ty, exemplary fidelity, greatest wis
dom, utmost dedication, unswerving 
resolve, heroic self-sacrifice (to) be
fittingly discharge (their) three-fold, 
sacred, inescapable responsibilities, 
first, (to) consolidate (the) two new
ly-erected pillars (of the) world ad
ministrative order (of the) Faith; 
second, (to) stimUlate (the) propa
gation (of) its teachings; third, (to) 
enrich (the) spiritual life (and) 
deepen (the) understanding (of) its 
avowed supporters. (I have) dis~ 
patched through (the) distinguished 
co-worker, Amelia Collins, two locks 
(of the) blessed hair (of) Baha'u'llah 
as inaugural gifts (to the) first com
munities belonging (to the) Latin 
races, attaining maturity (and) 
achieving distinction through (the) 
formation (of) independent National 
Assemblies, to be deposited (in and) 
preserved (for) posterity (in) two 
specially-instituted national archives 
designed (to) commemorate (the) 
twin, outstanding spiritual adminis. 
trative victories won (in the) course 
(of the) Formative Age (of the) 
Baha'i Dispensation (and) shedding 
great lustre (on the) annals (of the) 
opening decade (of the) second 
Baha'i Century." 

(Sign.d) SHOGHI 

Sacred Relic Given 
The delegates and friends gathered 

for the first historic Conventions of 
Latin America, celebrated in Pan
ama City and Lima, Peru, had the 
joy and bounty of receiving, through 
the good offices of Mrs. Amelia Col
lins, a priceless gift from our Guard
:an to the first National Spiritual As-
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semblies of those great territories, 
of a lock of the blessed hair of His 
Holiness, Baha'u'llah. 

This precious relic. designated for 
the first National archives of the 
newly elected Assemblies. was pre· 
sented by the visiting members of 
the United States National Spirit
ual Assembly, Miss Edna True and 
Paul Haney in Lima, Peru, and Mrs. 
Dorothy Baker and Horace Holley in 
Panama City. The effect was "elec
tric," to quote the friends, and all 
hearts melted into an extraordinary 
unity as they turned to Haifa and 
the Guardian in thanksgiving for 
their many newly conferred bless
ings, 

Historic Elections 
The actual historic elections were 

conducted in that "rarefied atmos
phere" enjoined by the Guardian, 
and in the result could be seen a 
flowering of the genius of the many 
integral- aspects of Latin American 
life, including Spanish, Indian, Euro
pean, West Indian and North Ameri
can types, commonly dedicated to 
the tremendous responsibilities as
signed to them by the revered 
Guardian of the Faith. 

The following comprises the per
sonnel of these first National Institu
tions, pillars of the Universal House 
of Justice: 

Na.UonaJ Spiritual Assembly 
of South America. 

Mrs. Margot Worley. Bahia. Brazil, 
Chairman 

Rangvald Taetz, Montevideo. Uruguay, 
Vice-Chairman 

Manuel Vera, Lima, Peru, Secretary 
Mrs. Gayle Woolson, Bogota, Colombia. 

Recording Secretary 
Alej andro Reid, Punta Arenas, Chile, 

Treasurer 
Esteban Canales L., Asunci6n, Paraguay 
Miss Eve Nicklin, Lima, Peru 
Srta. Mercedes sanchez, ·Lima, Peru 
Edmund J. Miessler. Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Na.tional Spiritual Assembly of 
Central America, Mexico and the Antilles 
Srta. Raquel J. Francois, Panama City, 

Chairman 
Mrs. Cora H. Oliver. Panama City, 

Vice-Chairman 
Srta. Elena Marsella. Ciudad Trujillo, 

Dominican Republic, Secretal'Y 
Srta. Natalia Chavez, Tegucigalpa, Hon

duras, Recording Secretary 
James V. Facey, Col6n, Panama, 

Treasurer 
Srta. Zenayda Jurado C., Mexico City 
Mrs. Louise Caswell, Karbila, Honduras 
Dr. David Escalante, San Salvador 
Artemus Lamb, San Jose, Cm,ta Rica 
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Acclamation by Baha'i World 
Community 

Nine National Spiritual Assem
blies wrote to acclaim the auspi
cious birth of the two new National 
Assemblies. The National Assembly 
of the Baha'is of India, Pakistan 
and Burma wrote: 

"Just as the birth of a child brings 
immense joy and happiness to the 
family where it appears, the birth 
of your assembly will bring infinite 
rejoicing to the family of Baha'is 
the world over. Nine National Spir
itual Assemblies already exist; your 
National Spiritual Assemblies will 
constitute the first two Assemblies 
of the second unit of nine, two more 
powerful links in the chain of unity 
that is to bind the earth." 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
01 the Baha'is of Egypt and Sudan 
affirmed: 

"This happy occasion exhibits be
fore our eyes the wonderful victo
ries which the champions of the 
Cause of Baha'u'lHlh in the United 
States of America recorded in times 
when their National Spiritual As
sembly stood alone to diffuse the 
Light of the Kingdom of Baha'u'llah 
East and West, North and South, 
and how their annals were enriched 
by the establishment of another pil
lar in Canada. What more efful
gence could comparably flood over 
that fortunate continent, as two 
more new Pillars of Light cast the 
splendour of His Greatest Name in 
Central and South America 1" 

"Nor are we forgetful. on this 
thrilling and historic occ asion." 
wrote the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the Baha'is of Australia and 
New Zealand, "of those individuals, 
who, sacrificing material comforts 
and casting aside se1f~interest, jour
neyed to your land to offer you the 
Gift of Life. You will remember 
them today and we shall remember 
them with you." 

To be continued 

Geyscrville School 
Within the two-year plan of the 

National Spiritual Assembly, sum
mer school offers a unique oppor
tunity, In the coming days at Gey
serville we can immerse ourselves 
in the Teachings and in an intensive 
spiritual experience of Baha'i com
munity life, and rededicate our
selves to meet the "responsibilities 

numerous, as well as urgent and sa
cred" which, in the words of the 
Guardian, are crowding upon us. No 
matter what the field of Baha'i serv
ice, whether administrative, teach
ing or pioneering, Geyserville offers 
the opportunity for better prep aring 
ourselves. The courses this year are 
geared to the two-year readying plan 
as outlined by the National Projects 
Committee. 

As part of the community life, the 
daily class periods will be balanced 
by evenings of inspiration, fellowship 
and relaxation. There will be talks 
by non-Baha'is and the Baha'is 
dances planned by the youth, music 
a few movies and some special dra~ 
matic events. 

For reservations, please write to 
Mr. Alfred Zahl, Secretary of the 
Maintenance Committee, 826 West 
Grant Place, San Mateo, California. 

Calendar 
June S:-19 Day Feast of Nur (Light) 
June 24-19 Day Feast of Rahmat 

(Mercy) , 
July 9--Anniversary of the Martyr

dom of the Bab. Observe at nOon 
suspend work. ' 

July 13-19 Day Feast of Kalimat 
(Words) 

In Mcmoriam 
Death profi"ereth unto every confident 

believer the cup that is life indeed. It 
bestoweth joy and is the bearer of' glad
ness. It conferreth the gift of everlasting 
life. 

-Baha'u'llah 
Miss Nellie Raney, Spokane. Wash. 

March 14, 1951 
Mrs. Freda Schmidt, West Chester. Fa. 

March 4, 1951 
Mr. Paul Thomas. Macy, Nebr. 

March 25, 1951 
Jennie Turner, Macy. Nebr. 

April 7, 1951 
Mrs. ArneJia Kibby, Cleveland, Ohio 

April 12, 1951 

Marriagcs 
Seattle, Washington, Miss Evelyn D. Lar

sen to Mr. John A. Yurgionas, March 
20, 1951. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Miss Janis West
phaU to Mr. George Jacobs, Jr., March 
24, 1951. 

Lansing, Michigan, Mrs. Eva Livingston 
to Mr. William H. Smith, (date not 
reported). 

West Chester, Pa. Miss Florence Weaver 
to Mr. John McCall (non-Baha'i) 
(March 24, 1951>-

Oakland, Calif., Mrs. Gladys Whitaker to 
Mr. Richard Brown (non-Baha'i) 
March 13, 1951). 

Cleveland, Ohio. Miss Stella Fletcher to 
Mr. Frederick Menifee, September 6, 
1950, 
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"The most joyful tidings is this," He ('Abdu'l-Baha) wrote later in a 
.Ta hie!: . . . "that the holy, the luminous body of the B a b . . . after having 
for sixty years been transferred from place to place by reason of adcendency 
of the enemy, and from fear of the malevolent, and having known neither 
rest nor tranquillity has, through the mercy of the Abha Beauty, been cere
moniously deposited, on the day of Naw-Ruz, within the sacred casket, in 
the exalted Shrine on Mt. Carmel. "-From God Pa.sses By 
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The Shrine of the Bah 
. "The _ construction of the Mauso

leum of the Bab, synchronizing with 
the birth of that State (i. e., Israel), 
and the progress of which has been 
accompanied by these successive 
manifestations of the good will and 
support of the civil authorities will, 
if steadily maintained, greatly rein
forcet and lend a tremendous impetus 
to, this process of recognition which 
constitutes an historic landmark in 
the evolution of the World Center of 
the Faith of Babii'u'llith-a process 
which the newly-formed Council now 
established at its very heart, i~ de
signed to foster, which will gather 
momentum, with -the emergence in 
the course of time of a properly rec
ognized and independently function
ing Baha'i court, which will attain its 
consummation in the institution of 
the Universal House of Justice and 
the emergence of the auxiliary ad
ministra tive Agencies, revolving 
around this Highest Legislative Body, 
and which reveal the plenitude of its 
potentialities with the sailing of the 
Divine Ark as promised in the Tablet 
of Carmel. 

ell can not at this juncture, over ... 
emphasize the sacredness of that 
Holy Dust embossed in the heart of 
the Vineyard of God, or overrate 
the unimaginable potencies of this 
mighty institution founded sixty 
years ago, through the operation of 
the Will of, and the definite selection 
made by, the Founder of our Faith, 
on the oeca sion of His historic visit 
to that Holy Mountain, nor can I lay 
too much stress on the role which 
this institution, to which the construc
tion of the superstructure of this Edi
fice is bound to lend an unprecedent
ed impetus, is destined to play in the 
unfoldment of the World Administra
tive Center of the Faith of BaM
'u'lliih and in the efflorescence of its 
highest institutions constituting the 
embryo of its future World Order." 

"To participate in the erection of 
the superstructure of an Edifice at 

(Continu.ed on page 2) 
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The Shrine of the Bab 
(Continued from page 1) 

once so precious, so holy; consecrated to the memory of 
so heroic a Soul; whose site no less than the Founder of 
.our Faith has selected; whose inner chambers were 
erected by the Center of His Covenant with such infinite 
care and anguish; embossed in so sacred a mountain, 
on the soil of so holy a Land; occupying such a unique 
position; facing on the one hand the silver-white city of 
Akka, the Kiblih of the BaM!i world; flanked on the 
right by the hills of Galilee, the home of Jesus Christ, 
and on its left by the Cave of Elijah; and backed by the 
plain of Sharon and beyond it, Jerusalem and the Aqsa 
Mosque, the third holiest Shrine in Islam-to participate 
in the erection of such an Edifice is a privilege offered to 
this generation at once unique and priceless. a privilege 
whicb only posterity will be able to correctly appraise." 

-SHOCM EFmNDl 

Devotion, Cooperation, Sacrifice 
Beloved friends: 

The Faith of God is quickened within the individual, 
soul when the soul becomes aware of its devotion to the 
Manifestation in whom God stands revealed. 

Out of this devotion is generated the energy by which 
the Baha'i grows to maturity and learns the right use of 
his qualities and attributes. Devotion, alone? a miracu
lous event as we behold in the saints and martyrs, can 
not accomplish the whole purpose of the Baha'i Revela
tion, though without devotion we remain spiritually inert 
and worthless to the Faith. 

To act effectively in the Baha'i community the be
liever needs to develop knowledge, understanding, and 
capacity for cooperation. His devotion to Baha'u'llilh 
must contribute to the unity of all Baha'is in their serv
ice to God and to mankind. Cooperation in all com
munity affairs is the sign .that his devotion is real. 

But Baha'i unity does not suppress the individual in 
any aspect of his spiritual life, even though it does mean 
discipline and self-renunciation in matters of action. 
To adapt one's self to the community so completely as 
to become a mere mechanical cog in a social machine 
would seriously cripple and distort the sound growth of 
human personality. This suppression and distortion 
exists in totalitarian societies, where the motive of de
votion to God is replaced by arbitrary concepts of 
service to the state. 

Devotion to Baha'u'llah, continuously renewed by 
prayer and meditation, remains as the creative fire 
within the soul in all stages of development. Where a 
community suffers from lack of cooperation, the remedy 
is for the individual believers to deepen in devotion until 
they realize that the mission of faith in God today is 
actually the creation of an organic community. ,Devo
tion to Baha'u'llah produces devotion to the Baha'i com
munity and effort to release' its mysterious blessings for 
mankind. 

Serious and soul-searching thought is necessary today 
to appreciate how profoundly the daily life of a Baha'i 
and that of a Baha'i community is being transformed by 
the call for sacrifice resounding throughout the Bah;' 'I 
world in the voice of the apPOinted Guardian. Baha'is 
without undue effort can attend study classes and com-

munity meetings. serve On assemblies or committees, 
and perform the duties involved as members of their 
local community. Without excessive zeal and capacity 
Baha'is are devotedly performing duties arising from 
their national community . 

But now a new and greater duty rests upon every 
Baha'i - to serve the Baha'i world community by con. 
tributing to the consolidation of the Baha'i world center 
in the Holy Land~ The range of our cooperation is now 
extended to embrace that world unity of which the 
Guardian is the guide and executive, and the formation 
of the U ni versal House of Justice is the ultimate goal. 
Only by sacrifice can we follow the Guardian's lead along 
this highway crossing all national frontiers, the highway 
which alone leads to world order and peace. 

Today we contribute to the holy Shrine of the Bab. 
Tomorrow other objectives will be indicated. Whatever 
the specific undertaking, what we perceive as our mis
sion hereafter is to make possible that international 
institution which Baha 'u'llah has endowed with the 
divine power to establish peace. 

Therefore it is far more than a matter of a Fund. It 
is infinitely more than a matter of wealth. What has 
been given to a small and. poor community is the great4 
est gift of God, the gift of sacrifice. Beyond what we 
have tmdersto_od as cooperation is this final testing of the 
soul. By sacrifice the individual outdoes his human per. 
sonality. He passes heyond himself because his devotion 
to Baha'u'llili in the hour of crucial test will not admit 
the possibility of failure in doing what a divine Faith 
must do. Therefore let us pause in our daily round long 
enough to grasp the immensity of the mission conferred 
upon Baha'is. By our donation of funds in the spirit of 
understanding' and love we assure the creation within 
the Baha'i community of the Universal House of Justice. 
The more conscious our understanding, the more ardent 
our sacrifice. The more ardent our sacrifice, the sooner 
will this world of disaster, torment and desperation be
come the world of unity, of justice and of peace. 

-NA'I1O!fAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

"Let the Spirit Flow Into 
the Entire Community" 

The following words were written by the Guardian, 
through his secretary, in a letter addressed to Mrs. 
Dwight M. Wood, February 16, 1951. 

"When criticism and harsh words arise within a Baha'i 
community, there is no remedy except to put the past 
behind one, and persuade all concerned to turn over 
a new leaf, and for the sake of God and His Faith re
frain from mentioning the subjects which have led to 
mis1.U1derstanding and inharmony. The more the 
friends argue back and forth and maintain, each side, 
that their point of view is the right one, the worse the 
whole situation becomes. 

'"When we see the condition the world is in today, we 
must surely forget these utterly insignificant internal dis
turbances, and rush, unitedly, to the rescue of humanity. 
You should urge your fellow-Baha'is to support you in 
a strong effort to suppress every critical thought and 
every harsh word, in order to let the spirit of Baha'u'll8h 
flow into the entire community, and unite it in His love 
and in His service." 
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Reorientation 
Beginning with this issue, Baha'i News will endeavor 

to reflect the important international affairs of the Baha'i 
World Community and to reorient the interest of the 
Baha'i reader as a member of that Community. Its par
ticular concern will be to present developments at the 
Baha'i World Center in the Holy Land. while continuing 
to serve as the medium through which the National 
Spiritual Assembly communicates its statements and 
plans to the Baha'is of the United States. 

Under this policy news items of local and personal in
terest will become the province of the local and regional 
buJJetin. 

-NATIONAL SPlRITtJAL AsSEIVlm,V 

Na.UoaaJ. BaIli'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan 
Road, WUmetle, Dlinois. 

Na.tional Treasurer, 112 LiDdeD Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois 
Baha'i PabUshing Committee. III Linden A. venu.e, Wilmette, 

IlIiDo\s. 
Bau'i News Editorial Off'ice--see noUce elsewllere in this 

issue. 

National Projects 
The National Projects Committee announces that the 

fall series of Public Meetings and Follow-up Meetings 
in the Two Year Plan will consist of: 

I. Religious Education Week-Sept. 24 . Oct. 1 
Theme: "World Religion-The Keystone of Educa-

tion." 
"The sOUrce of all learning is the knowledge of 
God, exalted be His Glory, and this cannot be 
a tta ined save through t!Ie Knowledge of His 
Divine Manifestation." (Words of Wisdom) 

n. United Nations Week-cOct. 22-28 
Theme: "World Religion-The Essential of World 

Unity.H 
In. Birthday of Bahil'u'llah-November 11th 

Theme: uBaha'u'llah-The World Redeemer." 
It is the hope of the committee that there will be uni

fied action on this across the country. Bulletins will be 
forthcoming for each meeting. 

It was thought advisable to select just three meetings 
for the fall series, in view of the fact that World Religion 
Day follows so soon afterwards. 

The Handbook is available through the BahO.'i Pub
lishing Office, 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, at 75c per 
copy. 

Baha'i Delegation Meets 
Israeli Prime Minister 

The National Spiritual Assembly is gratified to an
nounce to the friends that three of its members, accom
panied by the Vice-President of the International BahO.'i 
Council, lVlrs. Amelia E. Collins, held an interview with 
His Excellency David Ben-Gurion, Prime Minister of 
Israel, and members of his party, on SatUrday, May 19, 
in the Prime Minister's suite, Hotel Ambassador East, 
Chicago. 

Arranged in advance by Mr. H. B. Kavelin who made 
contact with the Prime Minister~s secretary while the 
party were in New York, the interview was gratifying 
to the Baha'is in showing the sympathetic attitude and 
respect which the hearls of the new State feel for the 
Faith. The Guardian desired the National Assembly to 

meet His Excellency and inform him of the great interest 
taken by American Baha'is in the progress of -IsraeL 

The Prime Minister received the delegation, consist
ing of Mrs. Amelia E. ColJins, Miss Edna M. True, Mr. 
Leroy C. loas and Mr. Horace Holley, in a very friendly 
and cordial manner. He seemed particularly interested 
in Mrs. Collins' association with the Baha'i international 
center in Israel, and extended her an invitation to call 
on her return to Haifa. A numb,er of questions were 
asked about the Faith, for example, how it had been 
introduced into America. what effects had followed 
'Abdu'l-Baha's visit here in 1912, and the extent to which 
the Faith has spread in othe_r lands. His Excellency 
thoroughly approved the broad view of religion ex
pounded in the BaM.'! teachings, and declared that the 
State of Israel upholds the principle of religious liberty .. 
Discussion was free and informal. 

The Baha'i party brought to the interview a selection 
of Baha'i literature, the architect's sketch of the Shrine 
in color, and a framed photograph of the Baha'i House 
of Worship. These were presented, together with a letter 
addressed to His Excellency by the National Assembly. 

The believers found Mr. Ben-Guron liberal in outlook 
and conscious of the need for brotherhood and religious 
tolerance. 

The Prime Minister's press representative issued on 
the same day a release to newspapers and radio stations 
in which the interview was outlined. The text of this 
statement follows: 

"The Prime Minister of Israel, Mr. David Ben-Gurion, 
this morning received four members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Baha'!s in the United States who 
expressed to the Prime Minister their gratitude for the 
Government of Israel's exemplary treatment of their 
World Headquarters and their World Leader Sb.oghi 
Effendi Ra b bani. 

wI'he representatives were Mrs. Amelia Collins,- Vice
Chairman Baha'i International Cotmcil who lives in 
Haifa; Miss Edna M. True, Recording Secretary; Mr. 
Horace Holley, Secretary; and Mr. Leroy C. loas, Treas
urer. 

"For almost an hour the Prime Minister and his guests 
discussed the spiritual content of the Baha'i Faith and 
its spread throughout the world. The Prime Minister 
was particularly interested in the manner in which the 
Baha'i faith was introduced into the United States. He 
expressed surprise when he was informed that there are 
Baha'i centers in over 175 cities in the United States and 
that there are 2500 such centers throughout the world. 
He was told that the BaM.'! faith has been accredited to 
the United Nations within the International Non-Govern
mental Organizations of the United Nations. 

HPrior to their departure the Baha'i representatives 
presented to the Prime Minister a photograph of the 
Baha'i Temple in Wilmette which is the national shrime 
tor the Baha'i faith in the United States. He was also 
given a letter expressing the Baha?} appreciation for the 
Government of Israel's understanding of their problems 
and the good wishes of the Bah .. 'i faith for the develop
ment of Israel." 

It only remains to report that a warm invitation was 
extended the Prime Minister to visit the House of Wor .. 
ship. He stated that he would be very pleased to do so 
but his many appointments made this impossible. 
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"We Are Prepared" 
A Progress Report 

The May issue of Baha'i News carried a complete 
summary of the financial requirements of the program 
which the American believers have assumed for the 
current year. 

This program involves a total goal of $450,000, con~ 
sisting of the following items: 

National Baha'i Fund ............ $175,000 
Temple Landscaping. . . ... . .. .... 75,000 
Shrine of the Bab .............. , 200,000 

The National Baha'i FWld must support all objectives 
of the current Seven Year Plan, with the exception 
of the payments on the contracts for the Shrine of the 
Bab and the cost of Temple landscaping. The sole 
source of the National Baha'i FWld is contributions 
from local Assemblies, groups, and individual believers. 

The $275,000 necessary to meet the Shrine payments 
and Temple landscaping must be met by individual 
responses to the Resolve Plan. Contributions under this 
Plan are to be made directly to the National Treasurer. 

At the end of the first two months of the current 
year, here is where we stand: 

Budget 
Requirements 

"National Baha'i Fund ........ $29,166 
Resolv..:! Plan* ................ 45,834 

~75,OOO 
"Includes requirements for meeting both the 
payments and Temple landscaping costs. 

Contributions 
Rf"ceived 
$23,680.44 

12,44.2.04 
$36.122,48 

Shrine contract 

The National Spiritual Assembly is confident that 
the flow of contributions will be stepped up to the 
level required to meet the greatly accelerated rate of 
progress on the Shrine construction work. The believers 
will be interested to learn that during this two months 
period the National Trea surer, had on instructions 
from the Guardian, transmitted $56,000 for Shrine con
struction work, as contrasted with the original schedule, 
which called for payment of $31,000 during this period. 

Further progress reports will appear regularly in 
Baha', News, 

-NA1TONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Loyalty to Government 
When a great social crisis sweeps through a civiliza

tion, moral values become impaired. In the crisis of our 
own time, members of the Baha'i Faith go on record 
as firmly upholding the principle of loyalty to govern
ment. 

More than eighty years ago Baha'utllah. the founder 
of the Bahati Faith, set forth this cardinal principle: 
"In every country or government where any of this 
community reside, they must behave toward that gov
ernment with faithfulness, trustfulness, and truthful
ness." 

Loyalty to government, in the Baha'i view, is an es~ 
sential spiritual and social principle. "We must obey 
and be the well·wishers of the government of the 
land ... " "The essence of the Baha'i spirit is that in 
order to establish a better social order and economic 
condition, there must be allegiance to the laws and 
principles of government." 

This allegiance is part of the strong emphasis on in
tegrity of character found in the Bahati teaching. ('Let 
integrity and uprightness distinguish all thine acts." 

HBeautify your tongues, 0 people, with truthfulness, 
and adorn your souls with the ornament of honesty. 
Beware, 0 people, that ye deal not treacherously with 
anyone. Be ye the trustees of God amongst His crea
tures, and the emblems of His generosity amidst His 
people. " 

Without integrity of character in its citizens and with
out loyalty to government, a nation will find itself torn 
asunder and unable to function as an organic society. 
Not only do the Baha'i teachings obligate members to 
be loyal to their government-they also specifically for
bid them from taking any part in subversive political 
and social movements. 

-NATIONAL SPIRrruAL ASSEMBLY OF THE BAHA'is 
or """ U1>'TI'ED STAlm 

(This statement on Loyalty to Government has been prepared 
by the National Spiritual Assembly to fill an important need 01 
material covering this subject and made available in a form 
suitable for distribution by 10l::al communitiE'!s and individual 
believers. It is sound pUblic relations policy to make the 
Baha'i position known to key persons and key organizations of 
the community. The statement has been printed on a sheet of 
letterhead size, copies of -which can be ordered from the Pub-' 
lishing Committee at the rate of ten for 25C.~ 

On Baha'i Participation 
In International Conferenees 

In September, 1950, the National Spiritual Assembly 
submitted to the Guardian its understanding of the pol
icy under which Baha'is can take part in international 
conferences concerned with peace and world federation 
or world government in general. At that time the As
sembly recorded the following: "That Baha'i coopera
tion can be extended to peace and world unity confer· 
ences where the Baha'i attitude can be presented with
out restriction, and where the Bahati participants are 
not involved in any political or radical action contrary 
to the Bah,,'i principles establishing loyalty to civil gov
ernment and non-participation in subversive move
ments.to 

Shoghi Effendi, through his secretary, approved this 
statement of policy in a letter dated March 29, 1951: 
"He feels that the statement which your Assembly made 
in your letter to him ... regarding Baha'is cooperating 
with peace and world unity conferences covers the sub· 
ject adequately. There is no reason to draw a line of 
demarcation as to whether the type of world federation 
being promoted by a certain society involves govern· 
ments or peoples. The point is that If it is not allied to 
any particular political faction, and is not either 'east
ern' or 'western' in its projects, the Baha'is may appear 
as speakers on its platform and give it moral support." 

In Memoriam 
Death proifereth unto every confident believer the cup that 

is life indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the bearer of gladness. 
It comerr€'th the gift of everlasting life. 

-BAHA'u'LLAH 

Mrs. Caroline Blazek Dougherty, San Francisco, Calif. 
April 18, 1951 

Miss Emma Thompson, Eliot, Maine. June 3. 1951 
Mr. George M. Beaty, Spokane, Wash. April 14. 1951 
Mrs. Mary Alice IriSh, Kansas City, Mo. April 29, 1951 

Marriages 
Mrs. Priscilla Chaffey (non-Baha'i) to MI'. Churchill Ross. 

April 28, 1951 
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Convention of the Baha"is of the British Isles,. April, 1951~ at LoDdon.. 

News from Other Lands 
From Ihe Convention Report of the Baha'is of the 

British Isles we get an excellent summary of the events 
which are linking the whole Baha'i world together in 
this new international phase of the Faith: the huilding 
of the Shrine of the Ba b, which calls for sustained and 
generous contributions from National Assemblies and 
individual believers everywhere; the Africa project., 
which is the first international teaching project, par· 
tieipated in by four National Assemblies; and the estab· 
lishment of the International Council, which "could lead 
eventnally to the initiation of undertakings involving the 
collaboration of all the National Assemblies, and . .. 
pave the way for the formation of the International 
House of Justice, which could launch enterprises em· 
bracing the whole Baha'l world." 

Meanwhile the horizons of the established National 
Assemblies have been widened. "The German National 
Assembly have been told that soon ... they will have 
the responsibility of carryiog the Message of Baha'u'l
hili to 'the neighboring territories si tua ted in the Balkan 
Peninsula, the Baltic States, and further afield the vast 
stretches now enveloped in darkness, and whose teem
ing millions hunger for the Light of God's saving grace 
and redemptive powers.' The attention of the Australas· 
ian Community has been directed to future teaching in 
the islands of the Pacific. Meanwhile, the Indian Baha'is 
have been working in virgin territories in South East 
Asia; the Persian and Iraqi Communities have carried 
on their work in the Arabian Peninsula and in Afghani· 
stan; the Canadian Baha'is are extending their activi
ties to Greenland; the Egyptian Community continues 
its work in North Africa and the Sudan." 

Africa 
The British Baha'i Journals have given us glimpses of 

Africa from the two pioneers already established there, 
Jalal Nakhjewani and Claire Gung. The latter, located 
at Lushoto in Tanganyika, describes the country in win
ter as very beautiful. "I can hear the waterfall all day 
and night only fifty yards away. It has rained so far 
every day . . . it is like an English summer. The roses 

are in bloom, fresh strawberries are out." Then she 
adds: "Have we got a hairdresser who wants to come 
out? There is none here. If we want a haircut or a perm., 
we have to go to Dar or Tanga and wait till a boat comes 
in, and go on board ship. n 

Germany 
The German B aha 'is have been prep"aring for the 

great task which the Guardian has assigned them for 
the future by consolidation and unification. The symbol 
of their unity is the new Administration Building in 
Frankfort, which is now almost completed. "Today the 
house is roofed: the apartments are rented. Even though 
not entirely finished, the most important part has been 
accomplished and the beautiful part of the work is that 
all participated in it." The great difficulty was, .of 
course, financial, and in February it seemed that the 
work would have to stop. But unexpectedly funds were 
forthcoming, the friends made further sacrifices, and 
the worlt went on. "The financial report for the year 107 
indicates the difficulties of this period. It was distressing 
to ask ,for the sacrifices of the friends, but it was wonder
ful to experience the cooperation of 50 many. Many a 
life's saving was tendered and many a young, struggling 
family gave alL Many sold jewelry and other possessions 
in order to help the common fund:' This enterprise, al
though apparently local, had its international aspects. 
"Here the Guardian must be mentioned," the German 
friends write gratefully. "As initiator of the work, he 
supplied the major portion of the -ITiE'an-S for it and ad
vised us in every crisis. In addition to his assistance, we 
had help from the Internatoinal Baha'i Community, and 
the many contributions in all lands." 

Bahrein-Persian Gulf 
The unity of the Baha'i world !n s;:'crifice is the key .. 

note of the present. A letter from A. F aizi to the Geneva 
Bureau, written during the fast, shows how the Com
munity of Bahrein, established with such difficulty by 
the Persian pioneers, js responding to the call for inter .. 
national endeavor. This Community of 35 (including chilo 
dren) called a meeting of thanksgiving on receipt of the 
news of the establishment of the International Council, 



6 JULY, 1951 

and, as a sign of their gratitude, contributed what is 
equivalent to $320 for the Shrine of the Bab. "Ii you 
knew,' 1 Mr. F aizi writes. "how very poor the friends in 
this place are, you would know that they have given all 
that they had. Our tailor offered his gold ring of the 
Greatest Name." During the fast. he goes on, the friends 
almost always have supper togethe!". "Everyone brings 
his own food, men and women sit on the floor, and the 
children in the yard, and have our food with the men~ 
tion of God and His great Cause." 

New Zealand 
Already the Baha'is of Australia and New Zealand 

have been able to do teaching work in the islands of the 
Pacific. Gertrude Blum, in a letter from Auckland, 
writes: "A very thrilling event that took place in the 
last year was the establishment of a Group in the Fiji 
Islands, in the City of Suva. The message was first 
brought there by one who, sadly enough, became as
sociated. with a Covenant breaker. Alvin went there five 
months ago and established it on a Baha'i administrative 
basis. They are radiant believers, six Moslem Indian 
believers, one who was educated by Christian Mission
aries. The Christian and MUSlim, man and wife could 
never discuss religion in their home; now they talk of 
nothing else. They have two children, Baha'i youth, who 
are very enthusiastic too. We feel sure they will be an 
Assembly soon." 

The Blums have been working in Christ church, South 
Island, New· Zealand, in an attempt to establish a study 
group there. . 

Egypt 
Sacrifice for the Shrine of the Bab was stressed at the 

National Convention in Cairo, April 28-30. The following 
means were suggested. 

a. 50 per cent of the savings of the local Assemhlies 
to be contributed at the end of the year. 

b. All believers, including youth and children should 
cQoperate in contributing. 

c. To use the "one..dish-meal" idea in Baha'i families 
once a week and contribute the savings. 

d. Nineteen-Day Feasts: water may be served instead 
of refreshments and the amount sa\-ed be contributed 
to the Shrines. 

e. Pledges: each Assembly to pledge a certain sum 
for the Shrines. 

In the carrying out of their Five-Year Plan the Egyp
tian Baha'is established an Assembly at Mehalla-Kebira 
during Ridvan and two centers in Sudan. 

The Egyptian Government has given recognition to 
Baha'1 marriages. 

Public Relations in India 
The March number of India. and Israel, a magazine 

published in India, carries an illustrated two-page 
spread entitled "The Baha'i World Faith. A World Re
ligion." At the top is a sketch of the design for the 
Shrine of the Bab, and below a photograph of that part 
of the Shrine which is completed. 

The editor's note mentions Haifa as the spiritual 
center of the Faith and speaks of the cordiality mani
fested by the Government of Israel towards it. There 
follows a reprint of the address given by Lord Samuel. 
at one time High Commissioner of Mandated Palestine, 
at the Baha'i session of the World Congress of Faiths, 
held in London in 1936. In a box is given 'Abdu'l-Baha's 

prophecy about the development of Haifa and its 
~arbor, accompanied by three pictures, one of Haifa 
In 1914 and two of that city at the present time, to 
show how that prophecy has been fulfilled. At the end 
there is a statement by the National Spiritual Assembly 
of India, Pakistan and Burma telling of the formation 
of the Baha'i International Council and its signilicance. 

This article indicates a great advance in prestige 
for the Cause in India, and its origin is interesting. 
We quote from the Baha'i News Letter of India, Pakis
ta~, and Burma. "A decade ago, if we begged the 
edItors of the newspapers to publish a small article 
on the Cause, they usually turned a deaf ear and some 
of them openly said that they did not like to meddle 
with r.eligious matters. Now, however, we find that 
the edItors beg us to give the news about the Cause. 
A few days ago, Mr. F. W. Pollack, the Editor of 
India and Israel came to see us and to get information 
f~om us about the Cause. He was attracted by a lecture 
gIven by Prof. Abdul Majid Khan, ex-Indian counsul at 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on the Cause. He wrote to the 
Profes~or and wanted further information. The Professor 
gave hIm our address. He came and saw us. We placed 
our entire address. He came and saw us. We placed our 
entire library at his disposal. He took some notes and a 
few photographs. He wanted the photographs of the 
Bab's Shrine, and we requested Ted Cardell of England 
to send him those photographs. The result was that a 
beautiful illustrated article on the Baha'i Faith was pub
lished in the March, 1951, issue of the magazine." 

European Tea~ New8 
Two new Assemblies have been established this Rid

vim: one in Florence and one in Naples, making 'a 
total of 15 LSA's in our ten goal countries and bringing 
to 375 the number of newly declared believers. There 
are now 34, localities with Baha'is in our European 
teaching field, a sign that the extension work in all 10 
goal countries is making good headway. 

In the course of the past years 36 Baha'i members 
(in addition to the present 375) have been transferred 
from our goal countries to other countries, and four 
have passed away. 

Three Baha'i weddings have been reported from Den
mark and the first Baha'J wedding was performed in 
Portugal. 
. Heartening reports have been received of the inspir
ing teaching work done by our interregional circuit 
teachers and of the efforts in all centers to develop 
and consolidate our nascent Interregional Committees 
"foreshadowing the closer integration of the ten goal 
countries . . . through the eventual formation of regional 
National Assemblies." 

At this time our European centers are working hard 
and making plans in preparation for the forthcoming 
European Tea ching Conference in Amsterdam August 
31 to September 3 and the immediately following Sum
mer School beginning September 4 and extending through 
the Sunday afternoon session of September 9. "The whole 
promises to be a glorious opportunity to work and study 
together, to share experiences and discuss joint re
sponsibilities, to partake the spiritual inspiration and 
bounties, carrying back in each community a new en
thusiasm and dedication for the tasks ahead." 

-EuROPE&N TmAcmNc COMM1'l'TEB 
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''The American Believers 
Are Showing Their Dedication" 

"lie feels that the American believers are showing 
their dedication to the Faith and to all of its many-sided 
activities through the support they are giving to this 
holy ente~rise at the World Center of the Cause. It is 
surprising to see how the confirmations of Baha'u'llih 
flow out to the friends, and enable them to -do ever more 
for His Cause. Truly, the work, on not only a spiritual 
plane, but on the physical plane too, is fed fro~ unseen 
springs." SBOGM EFFENDI, Apn116, 1951 

United Nations Conference 
at Istanbul 

The Baha'i International Community w:as represented 
by delegates from four countries at the UN Regional 
Non-Governmental Organizations conference held in Is
tanbul, Turkey, April 9 to 13, 1951, for the Middle East
eIn countries. In addition there were one International 
Baha'i delegate and three observers. 

On Monday, April 9th, at 8:45 a.m. the BahO.'i contin
gent gathered at the beautiful Yildiz Palace, a magnifi
cent residence of the former Sultan 'Abdu'l·l;Iamid, place 
of the conference t and prayed together. 

As at the time of registration the delegate from fran 
had not arrived, Mr. and Mrs. R. Y. Motlahedeh con
tacted Dr. Faryar, the Director of the U.N. Information 
Center in Teheran, and he proposed that Mr. Rafi Motta
hedeh should act as a delegate of the N.S.A. of the 
Baha'is of fran. In that way the Baha'i communities of 
the Middle East and Near East were completely repre
sented. The registration was as follows: Mrs. R. Y. 
Mottahedeh, International Baha'i delegate; Mr. R. Y. 
Mottahedeh, delegate from fran; Mr. Kamel Abbas,dele
gate from fraq; Mr. Mohammed Mustafa Soliman, 
delegate from Egypt and Sudan; Mr. Meedi Inan, dele
gate from Turkey; and the Baha'i observers were Mr. 
Sami Doktoroglu and Miss Ulgan Inan from Turkey and 
Miss Farakhou Samadea from frfm. 

The Conference was opened by His Excellency, the 
Governor of Istanbul. Prof. Gokdogan of the Teknik 
University of Istanbul was elected Chairman and Mr_ 
R. Bokhari, the Director of the U.N.D.P.I: of Cairo, 
Egypt, was elected Secretary, and Mrs. R. Y. Molta
hedeh was elected Vice-Chairman. 

Although the Baha'i delegates had no intention of 
speaking, the Secretary asked Mrs. Mottahedeh to ask 
one of the Baha'is to speak and she suggested Mr. 
Soliman who made a short speech which proved to be 
the magnet which attracted many participants in the 
Conference to inquire about the Baha'i Faith. 

Three committees were formed and the delega tea 
were asked to indicate which committee they would 
like to work on. The Baha'is felt able to participate in 
two of these committees and their long experience in 
Baha'i committee work made our delegates better equip
ped than other delegates at the Conference to participate 
in the work of these committees. 

Upon the opening of the first committee's session, 
Miss Sureyya Aga..Qglu, of the University Women's 
League, and a Turkish lawyer, asked the Chairman if 
some information would be given about the Baha'i Com-

m uni ty as she did not know anything a bout it_ Mr. 
R. Y. Moltahedeh made a short presentation of the 
Faith and its principles, and after the first session 
of the two committees, delegates and observers of the 
N.G.O. asked many questions and accepted the pamph
lets provided by the Baha'is of iraq. 

On April 12th the Baha'i delegation invited Mr. Daniel 
Auster. the delegate of the UN Association of Israel, who 
is also the Mayor of Jerusalem, to lunch at the Park 
Hotel, and were very gratified to hear the many com
plimentary remarks about how much 1he Baha'is are 
contributing to the beauty of Israel in the gardens of 
Mt. Carmel. 

The resolutions of the committees were drafted on 
April 12th and it can be stated that the Baha'is con
tributed greatly to the work of these committees and 
acted as a coordinating point between all factions 
and were able by useful resolutions to assist the 
future work. 

On the evening of the closing day the Baha'; dele
gation arranged a dinner party for some of the Turkish 
delegates and UN personnel. This was a warm. and 
friendly occasion and eohanced the relationship between 
our Turkish Baha'is and some of the Turkish delegates 
of other organizations. 

During and after the Conference wide publicity was 
given to the Faith by the press and Baha'i delegates 
were frequently besieged by reporters. 

Of historic significance is the Iact that the Baha'i 
delegates were officially received at the reception given 
by the Governor of Istanbul for the assembled dele
gates. Also that Prof. Gokdogan, the Chairman of the 
Conference, called a meeting of the Non-Governmental 
Organizations of Turkey and at that meeting announced 
that the Baha'i Community of Turkey is officially recog
nized by the D.P .1., UN, and is invited to work with 
the other non-governmental organizations. 

The closing day of the Conference was blessed by 
a cable from the Guardian of the Baha'is, as follows: 
"Deepest appreciation fervently praying success." 

National Assemblies Elected 
The results of the election of the National Spiritual 

Assembly of Germany and Austria for the year 108 is 
as follows: 

Dr. Eugen Schmidt, Stuttgart, Chairman, 
GUnther Heyd, Hamburg, Vice-chairman 
Ruprecht G. KrUger, Frankfort, SecTetary, 
Julius Henseker7 Plochingen. Treasurer, 
Anna Grossmann, Neckargemund, 
Dr. Heide Jager, Stuttgart, 
Dr_ Adelbert Miihlschlegel, Stuttgart, 
Adolf Spieth, Stuttgart, 
Johanna Freifrau von Werthern, Frankfurt. 
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Action on Convention 
Recommendations 

The National Spiritual Assembly makes its report 
to the Baha'is of the United States on action taken on 
the recommendations voted by the delegates at the For
ty-Third Annual Convention. 

While the Convention deliberations are recorded in 
the order in which the consultatbn proceeded at the 
consecutive sessions, this report presents the recom
mendations under general group headings. 

First, those related to State Conventions. There were 
four on this subject summarized as follows:-
1. That a separate national committee be appointed to 
develop ami compile methods for promotion of State 
Conventions_ The National Assembly voted on this that 
State Convention arrangements are its spiritual and 
administrative responsibility and not to be delegated to 
a committee. In planning the 1952 Conventions the As
sembly will impress their importance upon the believ
ers. 
2. That more time be allowed for consultation prior to 
the election; that Convention Committees assume more 
responsibility for arranging hospitality for believers at
tending the Conventions. Here the action was to adopt 
the policy that in the State Convention Agendas, the 
election will be placed approximately at the mid-point 
of the session. 
S. That the State Convention be held at a time when 
unfavorable weather will not prevent full attendance. 
Voted to set the date of the 1952 State Conventions on 
Sunday, December 2, 1951. 
4. The recommendation that the State Convention be 
continued through two days was not approved for adop
tion during the austerity period. 

Next, the recommendations concerned with improve
ment of the National Convention. There were many 
suggestions and recommendations on this subject. 
1. That delegates make a report in the electoral district 
they represent, and that Regional Teaching Committees 
call a meeting where such reports can be made. This 
idea has been conveyed to Assemblies, Area National 
Teaching Committees and Regionrll Teaching Commit
tees. 
2. That a committee be appointed to collect teaching 
devices and aids for exhibit at each Annual Conven
tion. Action: the National Assembly encourages Assem
blies, Teaching Committees and lndividual believers to 
send to the National Assembly any new and original 
teaching devices or aids which have been developed, 
including new ideas for teaching. 

There were about twelve suggestions which are under 
special consideration in connection with the planning 
of the 1952 Convention. 

Great interest was felt in the consultation concerning 
the Baha'i education of children. 
1. That local Assemblies provide a program for observ p 

ance of Baha?i Holy Days for children. This recom
mendation has been referred to the Child Education 
Committee. 
2. That the Child Education ·Committee propose a hand
book on training of children and youth. (The Committee 
is already preparing a handbook, and this particular 
suggestion has been referred to it.) 

3. That the scripts and Temple slides used for teaching 
children be reviewed and made ge-nerally available. 
Sin~e the Temple is still in process of completion, no 
actIon was taken and revisions are not possible during 
austerity. 
4. That the Projects Development Committee handbook 
include material suitable for children. The purpose of 
this recommendation is achieved in the handbook being 
prepared by the Child Education Committee. 
S. That free copies of "The Child's Way" be given to 
Baha'i parents. A statement has been prepared for Baha'i 
News about subscribing to this publication. 
6. That a notice be published in Baha'i News explaining 
how child education material can be obtained. The fore
going action covers this recommendation. 

Recommendations related to Baha'i Youth:-
1. That some committee prepare a study outline for 
youth suggesting the conduct of meetings, material re
lated to the Baha'i calendar and observance of Feasts 
and Anniversaries and Holy Days; and material for 
teaching youth in different age groups-15 to 18 years, 
and from 18 to 25 years of age. This matter has been 
referred to the National Youth Committee. 
2. That a member of the Area Youth Committees be 
appointed to the Area National Teaching Committee or 
the Regional Teaching Committee. This policy has been 
carried out wherever possible. 
3. That the Youth Committee structure be patterned 
after the regional areas. The appointment of Youth 
Area Committees embodies this idea as far as possible 
with the youth personnel available at this time. 
4. That youth teaching be coordinated with the national 
Teaching Plan. All enrolled youth are part of this work 
by their local or regional membership, but the Na
tional Youth Committee has been requested to empha .. 
size in its bulletin the importance of the plan of prepa
ration. 
S. That the areas assigned to Area Youth Committees 
coincide with the areas of the Area National Teaching 
Committees. The Area Youth Committees have been 
appointed on this basis. 
6. That local Assemblies, where there are no youth in 
the community, appoint a youth representative to make 
contact with the Area Youth Committee, and maintain 
activities to attract young people to the Cause. A state
ment along these lines has been prepared for Baha'i 
News. 
7. That suitable classes for study of the Will and Testa
ment be conducted for youth who are prepared to make 
declaration of their faith. The National Assembly has 
prepared a statement on this matter for publication in 
Baha'i News. 

There were also recommendations related to the 
Schools. 
1. That a School representative be appointed in each 
community to supply information about the School pro
grams, and that Regional Teaching Committees bring 
this information to the attention of believers outside the 
local communities. All necessary information about the 
Schools has already_been published in Baha'i News and 
the School Committees have prepared and distributed 
excellent printed programs. It is hoped that local Assem
blies, Area National Teaching Committees and Regional 
Teaching Committees will stress School attendance ira 
their contact with believers. 
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2. That the School Committees provide courses in arts 
and crafts and in parent workshops. The National As
sembly is writing the School Committees to study and 
report on this recommendation, 
3. That the Public Relations Committee arrange for a 
field representative at each School to provide news 
items, and stories and photos which might have national 
or international news value. The National Assembly 
has written the School Committees to carry out this 
idea and provide material for Baha'i News and for use 
by Public Relations Committees. 

With reference to National Teaching:-
1-. That the National Projects Committee prepare an 
Institute book on Bible prophecy. The National Assem
bly feels that this recommendation expresses an im
portant_ need, and a special committee has been ap
pointed to survey the available literature on this subject 
and recommend a compilation. 
2. That the National Assembly provide means for de
veloping closer cooperation among believers living in 
areas bordering Canada and Mexico. The idea is ap
proved but the National Assembly does not feel that any 
new committees should be appointed to make formal 
administrative arrangements for this purpose at present. 
3. That the National Projects Committee be directed to 
make available Ruhiyyih Khanum's two plays, "The 
I)ivine Sparktl and "A Spiritual Assembly's Growing 
Pains". These plays have been included in the file of 
manuscripts held for publication at the end of the aus. 
terity period. 
4. That the handbook for Area National Teaching Com
mittees and Regional Teaching Committees be brought 
up to date and issued in loose leaf form.' A committee 
has been appointed to make the necessary revisions and 
additions. 

Recommendations concerning the National Fund:-
1. That contributions made to the Guardian for the 
Shrine be recognized as contributions for religious pur
poses and therefore deductible in income tax reports. 
The National Assembly explains that the Treasury De
partment does not extend such exemption to donations 
sent by the individual donor outside the United States. 
2. That the Resolve Plan be extended for another two 
years. This recommendation has been approved, and 
the Resolve Plan for the current year has been issued 
through Baha'! News. 
3. That the rugs in Foundation Hall (except the one 
givel) by the Guardian) be sold for the benefit of the 
National Fund. Action has been taken to sell these rugs, 
except those which might have a particular sacred 
significance. 

Questions related to the noncombatant status of 
Baha'i draftees were. considered at length. 
1. That Baha'i youth called to military service seek 
identification as Baha'is and be officially recorded as 
members of the Faith. A statement concerning this 
will be published in Baha '. News_ 
2. That Assemblies, Area N.T.C.s and R.T.C.s pay 
particular attention to their responsiblity for explaining 
to Baha'i youth their spiritual obligation to observe 
the Guardian's directions concerning Baha'is in mili
tary service_ A letter emphasizing this responsibility was 
sent to these committees and to Assemblies in February. 
3. That the National Spiritual Assembly make another 
effort to obtain separate identification for Baha'i serv-

ing in the armed forces, so that their label will be 
"Habil'i." 
4. That the National Assembly answer the question: 
What is the duty of a Baha'i having noncombatant 
status if ordered by his commanding officer to bear 
arms and engage in acts of killing? The answer: The 
first duty of the Baha'i is to obtain noncombatant status, 
his right W1der the law. Having obtained this status 
he has spiritual obligation to pray that he will not 
be confronted by some circumstance or situation under 
which he might feel impelled to engage in combatant 
action. 
5_ This recommendation concerns teaching and not 
noncombatant status, but has reference to the United 
States military establishment: that a small prayer book 
be prepared for distribution to all military bases in 
the United States on approval by the responsible au
thorities. The action taken was to prepare a letter to 
Baha'is in the armed forces, enclose a copy of uCom
munion with God" and offer to give additional copies 
if the believer can place them in the hands of fellow 
soldiers who express need for spiritual assistance. 

The remaining recommendations are more general 
in nature:-
1. That lists of believers capable of serving on com
mittees requiring specialized teChnical knowledge be 
obtained from local Assemblies, ANTCs and RTCs. A 
statement is being prepared for Baha'i News requesting 
believers to supply such data to the national adminis
trative headquart.ers. 
2. That instruction sheets be sent to local Assemblies 
clarifying the relationship between Assembly, R.T.C 
and A.N.T_C_ and national committees. This informa· 
tion is being compiled and will be made available_ 
3. That a reference library be established with facilities 
for answering questions concerning matters. already 
explained in Baha'i publications_ A committee has been 
appointed to gather material for such a library. 
4. That information on the functions, responsibilities 
and authority of the various teaching committees ap-
pointed by the National Assembly be sent to all local 
Assemblies at the beginning of each Baha'i year. The 
friends are advised that committee functions are de
fined in the annual Baha'i Directory. It is not feasible 
to publish any statement attempting to define every 
possible application of committee relationships. 

Wherever specific problems of coordination or duplica
tion of functions arise they can be submitted to the Na
tional Assembly for clarification. 
5. That the National Project:;;, Committee compile a list 
of organizations, with brief statement on the aims and 
purposes of each, suitable for contact by committees 
needing outside speakers. The National Assembly refers 
the friends to the general principle given by the 
Guardian conceTIling non-Baha'i organizations. Beyond 
this the Assembly feels that it is impossible to classify 
officially the existing national organizations. Local 
branches of national organizations can differ widely, 
and each case is to be judged locally in the light of 
the Guardian's direction. 
6. That the National Assembly clarify the relationship 
of local Assemblies to the UNESCO organization. There 
is no official relationShip between the Baha'i Com· 
munity (local, national or international) and the 
UNESCO branch of United Nations, and therefore it 
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would not be suitable for any local Baha'i body to 
initiate its own direct contact. However, if a local or 
regional UNESCO group invites attendance or coop era· 
tion, the local Assembly is free to respond. (Usually 
such opportunities are reported to the National As
sembly by the Baha'i United Nations Committee.) A 
statement on the official relationship between the Baha'i 
Community and United Nations is to be published in 
Baha'i News. 
7. That the statement on loyalty to government be 
approved and referred to the Public Relations Com
mittee for use as a press release. This has been done. 
The original statement on loyalty has also been made 
available, is announced elsewhere in Baha'i News. 

NATIONAL SPIRIT-UAL ASS~BLY 

TIle Duhlib. Minnesota, Assembly sponsored tbis exhibit for 
teD days in the window of the FIrst and American National 
Bank. The tree of the nags of all na.tions and the book uHands 
AroUDd the World" were contributed by the- local Girl Scout 

OffIce. 

American News 
The Washington, D.C. Center was the meeting place 

for Youth from nine states. The "oldsters" of the Com
munity gave all the material help needed and then 
stepped aside and let the ~~youngsters" conduct the con· 
ference in their own way. The general topic was "Goals 
for the New Year". One remark fr0m a Youth: "It's 
funny about sharing spiritual enlightenment. isn't it? 
The mature cantt give what they have, by talk; but 
they can stimulate it in the immature just by listening 
and letting the immature ones air their knowledge .... 
The really mature person doesn't even try to 'tell' the 
immature one, does he? Listening is the real sign of 
maturity-not a lot of talk." 

Rumor in Cameron, West Virginia, said that weekly 
firesides conducted by a believer were CommW1istic. To 
counteract this, a few cards giving the Teachings in 
regard to Communism were mailed to townspeople with 
an invitation to this meeting. Among those who attended 
were the YOW1g minister of the Christian Church, a Theo
logical student, and one who was snid to be the ring 
leader of the accusations. The severest critic seemed 
disappointed that he could find no greater fault than 

that we had a leaning toward paciiicism. 
Pasadenat California. Eleven communities consoli

dated their efforts and money in obstrving World Reli. 
gion Day. A Baha'i talk of "World Peace through World 
Faith" was introduced by quotations of prominent men 
of Science, Religion, and Industry on the need for 
World Unity and ways to achieve it. A discussion and 
Hebrew music provided by a Cantor and the Choir 
Mistress of a synagogue followed. An audience of ap
proximately 400 expressed great satisfaction and in
terest. 

The United Nations Chapter provided a speaker for 
an outstanding public meeting in the Athletic Club Audi
torium. '·There Shall Be Peace" was the central topic 
and a Baha'i speaker participated, also. Another Baha'i 
led about 350 people representing various races and re
ligions in a lively discussion period. 

Twenty Baha'i Communities were entertained at a 
Naw-RUz by the Pasadena Baha!i. Accordion music by 
a strolling trOUbador, community singing and a comedi. 
enne brought joyousness to the occasion. A panel of pio
neers gave their experiences while teaching in South 
America and Europe and answered questions from the 
group. 

Fifteen Bahfl.'i Youth spent a weekend at the Hamilton, 
Massachusetts, Center. On Sunday morning two of the 
Youth gave a radio broadcast on Baha'i Education. The 
broadcast was repeated in another town that evening. 
The regular Sunday public meeting was conducted by 
the Youth. Time was spent in discussion on the Faith, 
sports, and making friends. Another ~eekend is planned 
for Rhode Island. 

Fairbanks, Alaska has employment and housing facili
ties for Baha'i interested in living in Alaska. The Ladd 
Air Force Base, a 2G-minute bus trip from Fairbanks, 
has openings for Civilian Office PersonneL Secretarial 
positions, for instance, pay annually from $2450·2650 plus 
25% living allowance. Housing can be obtained on the 
base for $6 per two weeks. Meals can be purchased at 
reasonable prices in the Base cafeteria. For further de
tails, contact the Alaska RTC Secretary, Evelyn G. Huff
man, Box 857, Anchorage, Alaska. 

Subjects for public meetings throughout the country 
included "God's Plan", "Spiritual Solutions for Today's
Problems" 1 "Don't Fret, Fraternize! P', "Nineteenth Cen· 
tury Renaissance", "Evolution of the Soul", "Have You 
Religious Security?", "The Big Scheme", "A Biography 
of a World Prophet", "The Coming of the Beloved". 
"The Need for Global Planning". 

East Cleveland, Ohio, Baha·'is invited their friends to 
hear Mrs. Eva Mae Barrow tell about the activities in 
the European goal countries. 

Children presented the Naw-Ruz program at Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, with a pot luck supper attended by 
21 non·Baha'is. Both radio stations and the newspapers 
gave free publicity. This community holds monthly pot 
luck suppers. 

Three regular firesides and a regular class for deepen. 
ing understanding of the Faith are held in Detroit. 

The Niles Township group :in M!chigan had open 
house all day Naw-Ruz at the Love's. Children were 
entertained in the afternoon and adults later. 

A teacher training class in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
decided that the answer to the question "What are you 
Baha'is dOing?" might be 
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We are: 
1. Serving as centers of hope. 
2. Striving to acquaint the world with the prophet 

for this day. 
3. Building a world community whose watchword is 

peace. 
4. Living the principle of the oneness of man1dnd 

with no racial, political, religious, national, or class 
barriers within our membership. 

5. Upholding the principle of loyalty to one's govern
ment so that our evolution may be accomplished peace
J:ully, 

6. Working to bring about mutual appreciation among 
the major religious systems of the world. 

7. Developing and testing techniques of consultation 
and group action. 

8. Making great efforts to, eliminate prejudice of all 
kinds. 

9. Erecting local, national, and international institu
ti\lns to which a harrassed humanity may turn for 
shelter if it chooses. 

An Indianapolis BaM.'i whose work is taking him to 
Wichita; K~ast is cooperating all that -he can with 
the Baha'is in the community while he is there. As
sociation with Baha'ls ·from other communities with 
different teaching experiences and suggestions are help
ful to any group. Wichita has been running weekly ads 
and having increased publicity with responses to their 
notices. Recently a woman called who had been a 
roommate of Martha Root's in Paris when 'Abdu'l-Baha 
was there. After almost 30 years she was contacting 
the Faith again. 

A Joplin, Missouri, Baha'i has study classes every 
Thursday afternoon. Five women from the church in 
which she formerly had her membership called on her 
just before Easter asking her to attend the Easter 
class to swell its numbers to 100. She frankly told 
them what she had dedicated her life to and invited 
them to come to her class~ Two came, and she feels 
more will come. An article irl Driscoll's column in a 
New York newspaper brought a letter from Carthage, 
Missouri, to the New York Assembly which forwarded 
the name to the Joplin Baha'is. 

Mla,m, Florida. Members of .";he community made 
special calls during the Intercalary days upon all mem
bers who had not been able to attend meetings for 
some tIme. These calls were extended to nearby com
munities where there were isolated Baha'is. Youth par
ticipated in the presentation of the Naw Ruz ideas Tues
day evening. There were 51 present, with sweet pea 
boutOnnieres and copies of uProphecy FulfilledH for 
guests. On the following day, William DeForge spoke 
in another Baha'i home to 60, 45 of whom were not 
Baha'is. Some remained to ask questions until mid4 

night. Mr. DeForge was also invited by the manager 
of the Roxy Hotel at Miami Beach to speak Sunday 
evening, March 11. After the usual Sunday entertain
ment at the hotel, and when the friends had thought 
they were forgotten, Mr. DeForge was announced and 
gave a ten minute summary of the Message to the 
200 present, who listened with interest and respect. 

Scranton, Pennsylvania, Baha'is send this interesting 
follow-up t'? the item "Baha'i Books Dedicated in Uni
versalist Church" which appeared in the April News. 
The Rev. Leon Simonetti, pastor of the church! keeps 

a copy of the Baha'i World Faith on his altar and reads 
from it occasionally during his service. He has set 
aside a large room of the church for Baha'i use for 
their meetings and has participated in Baha'i public 
meetings in the church. 

World Congress for 
World Federation 

Three Baha:i delegates represented the National Spiri
tual Assembly at the Fourth World Congress of the 
World Movement for World Federal Government held 
in Rome, Italy, April second to ninth, 1951-Alessandro 
Bausani, Mario Fiorentini and Ugo Giachery. 

This delegation has made a very interesting report to 
the National Spiritual Assembly, accompanied by fif
teen annexes in the form of printed programs and 
mimeographed bulletins issued by the Congress b~fore 
or during the ses sions~ These included the List of Or
ganizations, Delegates and Observers registered, Re
port of the Secretary General, Draft Report of the 
Constitutional Commission prepared as a basis for dis
cussion by G. A. Borgese, and Reports of the various 
active Commissions. 

The friends will recall that Mr. Giachery represented 
the Baha'is of the United States at the last Congress 
held in Luxembourg in 1948. 

This impressive effort to unify the forces concerned 
with the "Lesser Peace" received the participation of 
about 100 organizations represented by 110 delegates 
and 65 observers, from 18 different nations. 

The salient facts. reported by the Baha'is are:
~o,draft.constitotion.tor a WQrJ.d..Goyern'1,nt~d 

be submitted to vote at this Congress. The ermanent 
Commission should continue its work and submit a 
report.to the next Congress. 

HAll World Federation organizations, in cooperation 
with all organizations which stand for peace, such as 
trade unions, professional, cultural and (introduced by 
the Baha'i delegation) religious bodies, should launch 
an intensive campaign in their respe<;tive spheres to 
awaken the people and convince Governments that 
there is widespread support for the early creation of a 
World Federal Government. 

"Institution of -a supranational authority to guarantee 
the fundamental cultoral rights of man and the crea
ation of a world system of higher learning under the 
control of a ~Cultural Chamber', an integral part of a 
supranational 'Court of Justice'. (Our del~gation stress
ed the spiritoal side of all basic education). 

"The entire Congress appeared more mature than 
the one of 1948; wi'Ul very few exceptions, every partici
pant was conscious of the urgency of the solution of the 
political international chaos, manifesting great eager
ness to find a permanent remedy. It is sad, however, 
to notice the little interest shown in spiritual remedies. 
The Baha'i delegation had opportunity to distribute 
Baha'i literature in Italian and particularly to the Vice
President of the Parliament, a former Premier of Italy 
and a few members of the Parliament. 

"The Baha'i delegates feel that the Faith has already 
many friends among the World Federalists and that 
further friendships can be developed by participation 
in regional meetings, exchange of speakers, use of the 
Federalist press and close cooperation in all non-political 
activities of the World Federalists!' 
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First Historic Conventions 
Latin America 
(Continued from June 1951 News) 

Acclamation by Bah .. 'i World Community 

UHow blessed you are that the beginning of your work 
falls just in the new Baha'i era, which began with the 
formation of the first International Baha'i Councill" 
wrote the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha',s of 
Germany and Austria. 

And the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Canada declared to their new sister assemblies: "On 
this destined occasion, presided over by the loving care 
of an all-bountiful Providence, our hearts are renewed 
by the further evidences of the miraculous and trans
forming powers latent within this glorious Revelation. In 
a world beset by darkness, more pervasive than man
kind has ever known, the election of your National Spirit
ual Assemblies stands out as a beacon light proclaiming 
the advent of a new day. By this further manifestation 
of God's omnipotence, we are renewed and re-assured, 

Members 01 FirSt. Na.tional Spiritual Assembly 
of South America.. 

Members of First National Spiritual Assembly 
of Central America. 

for the formation of yet other pillars of the Universal 
House of Justice increases Qur collective strength and 
provides an even greater manifestation of· unity among 
the sons of men. " 

HOur hearts are filled with joy and gratitude," de~ 
elared the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'!s of 
Iran, "that, under the guidance of our beloved Guardian. 
and through the kind assistance of our brethren of the 
United States, a mighty pillar is raised in Cent~al Amer
ica to support the framework of His ever-expanding, 
divine Order, which is destined to rise above the ruins of 
this declining material civilization." 

And to the paean of joy. praise and prayer, the Nation
al Spiritual Assembly of the BaM';s of Iraq added these 
words: HNow as the gigantic task is performed,. the 
noble goal achieved and the vast regions of Central (and 
South) America have partaken of the graces of the Su-· 
preme Concourse in accordance with the Divine Plan 
conceived for those precious pioneering sou1s, we who 
gather in His city and as near to His sacred house and 
blessed Garden of Ridvan, pray to Him and supplicate 
Him at this brilliant conclusion, that evoked our general 
admIration, to protect you, sustain and guide you to 
scale still higher and nobler heights and to expand your 
activitie~ within and outside of your continent." 

(To be concluded) 
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The Twin Houses in 'AkIci 
(We reprint, from the British Baha'! JouTfUlI, a letter 

written from Haifa by Lotfullah Hakim, a member of 
the International Baha'i Council. The account has been 
edited, at Dr. Hakim's request, before publication). 

I would now like to tell you a litUe a bout the two 
houses of Baha'u'llab at 'Akka. These two houses are 
historically very important in the Baha'i world. When 
we know a little about their history and some of the 
events with which they were connected during the life
time of the Blessed Beauty and of the Master, we 
re;tlize their importance. 

These houses are old and very large. Baha 'u'llah and. 
His family occupied the top storey of each. After haying 
been confined in barracks for two· years, He moved 
from house to house, eventually settling in these two 
houses, which are known as the Eastern House and 
the Western House. First He and His family lived in 
the house on the eastern side and in His room in this 
house, now known as the Master's Room, the Kitith-i
Aqdas was revealed. Later Baha'u'llah moved to the 
Western House. 

While living in these two houses, some difficulties 
arose between His followers and those of Azal, and 
some of the Azalis in 'Akka were killed. Baha'u'l1ah 
knew nothing about it, but He and the Master were 
called to the Governorate and interrogated. He was 
kept in a room for 24 hours and the Master ('Abdu'l· 
Baha) was chained in a dungeon for about two days. 
At last They were found absolutely innocent and were 
allowed to return to the house, but with guards and in 
strict confinement. 

Very many other events happened while They were 
living in these houses. It was from these that Baha'u'l1i1h 
sent out His most important Tablets addressed to the 
kings and rulers, to the Pope and to other important 
personages in the world. It was also here that the 
Master was married. 

Should I go on writing on different historical events 
that have happened in these two houses, I will never 
be able to finish this letter. At any rate, the Western 
House where Bahil'u'l!ah was living has a balcony. His 
room and balcony faced the sea. For nine years 
Baha'u'llah lived in this place and did not see any ver
dure or green until once He said that He had not been out 
and seen verdure or gref'n all that time. This gave the 
Master a clue. There was a Pasha who lived in 'Akka and 
showed great enmity to Baha'u'llah. He had a mansion 
at Ma"zra'ih, some few miles from 'Akka. The Master 
went to him and said: 'Why don't you live in your 
mansion?' He replied: 'I am ill and cannot live there 
alone. It is too far away from town.' 'Then in that case.' 
the Master said, 'rent it to us.' After some persuasion 
he agreed, and the Master rented it for a period. Then 
the Master prepared a carriage and when everything 

Terraces leading io the ShrIIle of the Bib on Mt. Carmel. 
The recea.tly built two adtUHODaI terraces ban be seea .t the 
top of tbe avenue; there Is DOW" a direct aeeesil frGm. Ihe 

Shrine io the clly. 

was arranged, He went to Baha'u'IHth and told Him that 
a beautiful place, the mansion at Mazra'ih had been 
prepared? and that a carriage was ready to come tc 
take them to live there. Baha'u'IHl.h said: 'I am a prison. 
er here! 

The Master asked Him on three different occasions 
-and each time received the same answer, so He did not 
insist any more. But He went to a certain noble man 
in 'Akka who was a very daring man, and although a 
great friend of Baha'u'llith, was not a Baha'i. He said 
to this man: Go to Baba.'u'llilh and beg that He should 
come out. Do not leave Him Wltil you get His consent. 
The man went to Baha'u'llili and said: 'My Lord, a 
lovely mansion is prepared for you. Everything is 
ready; why don't you go and live there?' 'I am a 
prisoner.' Baha'n'llith replied. But the man answered: 
'No one can imprison you. You must come out" He 
begged and insisted so much that at last Baha'u'llah 
consented. He told the Master and the next day 
Bah .. 'u '!lah and the Master drove out through the gates 01 
'Akka in a carriage. The guards were standing at the 
gates, 'but said nothing. 

The Blessed Beauty stayed for a few days in the 
garden of Riq,van, then came back to 'Akka. After 
a little while He went to Mazra'ih, where He stayed 
for over two years, and then He went to live in Bahji 
until He passed away. 

I was writing. about the two jAkkil houses. While 
Baha'u'llah was living at Bahji with His sons and others, 

1 
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the Master, with His wife and sister (the Greatest 
Holy Leaf) were living in 'Akka in the Western House. 
Every day the Master used to visit His Father. Then 
came Baha'u'll;~h's ascension. Muhammad-cAli and his 
brothers rose up against the Masier and did not obey 
Baha'u'U3.h's Will. They began to intrigue and cause 
all kinds of trouble. For five years the Master tried 
His best to help them recognize the truth, but they 
refused to do so and broke Baha'u'llah's Covenant. He 
was living in 'Akka with His sister while they were 
enjoying . themselves at the Mansion in Bahji. He did 
His best for five years with no effect, so He was 
obliged to sever the connection. 

At this time He was always very depressed. After 
He had left His brothers to go on their own way, the 
first party of American pilgrims came to Him at 'Akka; 
His life changed, so to speak, and He became happy. 
But every time He went to visit Baha'u'llah's shrine at 
Bahji, the Covenant-Breakers would laugh at Him and 
mock Him from the balcony of the Mansion. They began 
a continuous intrigue with the Government against the 
Master, until at last the Committee of Investigation 
came to 'Akka; the Master was kept in close confine
ment and His life was in great danger. You know the 
history of this episode very well and there is no need 
for me to give an account of it. 

After all this had happened, the Master came to live 
in Haifa. The houses in 'Akka began gradually to go 
to ruin. Some of the friends were living in the lower 
storey of the houses, and the upper storeys were empty. 
Our beloved Guardian had the upper storeys of the 
two houses where Baha'u'llah, the Master and the family 
ltseilto live, resloted and repaired. Lately he' has pre
pared all kinds of furniture, historical pictures, etc., 
and furnished the two houses. Electric light has been 
introduced into both, except for the rooms of Baha'u'llclh 
and the Master. These have been left absolutely intact, 
with the same old furniture and beds of Baha'u'llilh 
and the Master as they had before. 

For three days (February 28th, March 1st and 2nd) 
the Guardian and I went early in the morning to 'Akkil 
and came back late at night. We had several of the 
friends from Bahji and Mazra'ih there helping. The 
Guardian would arrange what to put in each room 
and how and where to put it. There are a good number 
of books-the Baha'i World, volumes of the "New Era" 
in different languages, etc.-in the main hall and the 
office. There are beds and carpets in the rooms. In 
the central hall, a very nice model of the Temple at 
Chicago is on the table .... 

Now the two houses are ready for the friends to 
visit and for tourists to see, just as the Mansions of 
Bahji and Mazra'ih are. In fact, the rooms are so 
arranged wi th beds that in the future, pilgrims will stay 
there comfortably for one or more nights and enjoy 
the wonderful atmosphere of the place. 

National Bahi>'i Admitlll!trative Headquarters, 536 Sheridim 
Road, WIlmette, Dlinois. 

Nat1ona.l Treasurer, liZ LiDdeD. Avenue, WilmeUe, D1lno1s. 

BahA'i PublisJd:D&' Committee, 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
DliDois. 

Bah.&'i News Editorial Otrice-see notice else"Where in tbls -

"Delighted Progress Temple" 
The National Spiritual Assembly shares with the 

friends this cablegram from the Guardian received 
June 17, 1951: "Delighted (with) progress (of) Temple 
ornam.en~tion. Praying (for) extension (of) range (and) 
consolidatIOn (of) splendid, unforgettable achievements." 

The Two-Year Plan of Preparation 
Recogmzmg the need to deepen our individual knowl

edge of the Faith, to strengthen our community life 
through a better understanding of the administrative 
order and to broaden the basis of our public teaching 
program, the National Spiritual Assembly, last year, 
adopted a Two Year Plan of Preparation to be im
plemented by the National Projects Committee. This 
Plan was alUlounced in the March issue of Baha'i News. 
The basic elements of the plan are: 

1. Institutes (Group Study) 
2. Preparation for enrollment 
3. Deepening classes for new believers 
4. Public meetings 
.5. Follow-up meetings 
6. Firesides 
7. Prestige promotion 
8. Individual Teaching (making and developing con

tacts; "Telling the Story") 
This balanced project is the focal point of our Baha'i 

activities in this critical period. Wherever it has been 
fully utilized, it has proven of immense value. Reports 
which have come in on the Spring Series of Public 
M,\!etings indicate that. the communities participating 
were delighted with the programming and. materials 
furnished them, enabling them to hold effective public 
meetings. 

The Institute on the Covenant and Administration has 
perhaps been the most widely used technique of group 
study ever undertaken by the believers in this country. 

The second Institute, previously announced in the Two 
Year Plan, will be available in August. The National 
Projects Committee is noW preparing for the Fall Series 
of Public Meetings and Follow-up meetings. Bulletins 
for these, giving dates, themes and materials available, 
will be sent to all Communities and A.N.T.C.'s. 

The National Spiritual Assembly urges that each be
liever, each community, each A.N.T.C., each R.T.C., 
and each local teaching committee examine again the 
salient features of the Two Year Plan, so that each 
one will take his part in this vital undertaking. Only 
through the cumulative effect of the action of each 
individual believer can the American Baha'i Community 
become virile and inspired to demonstrate that the 
Faith of Baha'u'Uah alone can redeem the world. 

-NATIONAL SPIRlTlJAL AssEMBLY 

ilsseDlbly ]Ieelbmgs 
Mr. Willard P. Hatch received a letter from the 

Guardian, written through his secretary on October 29, 
1950 with this reference to meetings of local assemblies. 

"The Spiritual Assembly must decide how often it 
should meet in order to properly handle the affairs of 
the Cause under its jurisdiction. Twice a week or twice 
a month is not the point, the point is that it should be 
alert and carry on the work adequately." 
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View of the completed. dome, June 26, 1951. Work OD the Interior is Dearly completed. Baha'i News win carry a set of views 

of the interior ornamentation in aD early issue. 
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Gorrections in the Guardian's Messages 
'The National Spiritual Assembly has been directed 

by the Guardian to make corrections in two of his re
cent cables published in Baha'i News. 

In cable dated March 21, the sentence at beginning 
of second paragraph should read: "Approaching Cen
tenary (of tile) birtb (of the) prophetic Mission (01 
the) Founder (of the) Faith, (the) virtual consumma
tion (of the) fifty year project culmioating (io the) 
termioa tion (of the) interior orna mentation (of the) 
Mother ,Temple (of the) West, (the) risks involved (io) 
any delay" t etc. The last sentence in the third para
graph should read: "Austerity period previously af
fecting (tbe) fortunes (of the) American Baha'l com
munity unavoidably prolonged (and) now extended (to) 
embrace (the) entire Baha'i world in recognition (of the) 
pressing needs (and) paramount importance (of) this 
glorious international task." 

In cable received April 25, the next to last sentence 
should read: "(Our) distinguished co-worker, Millie Col
lios, ViCe-Chairman (of the) International Council (is) 
acquaiotiog you (with the) pressiog problems (and the) 
projected plans (and the) contracts afoot designed (to) 
accelerate (the) process initiated (in the) Holy Land 
(for the) furtherance (of these) supreme, momentous, 
highly meritorious objectives." 

Will each believer make the se c9rrections in his copy 
of these cables, so that the correct text may be main
tained in his records of the Guardian's words. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Ten New and Restored 
Local Spiritual Assemblies 
Beloved friends: 

The Baha'i Directory distributed with this copy of 
Baha'i News calls for careful consideration. It is a liv
ing document, informing each believer of the functions, 
membership and address of all national committees 
and all regional committees serving until April 30, 1952. 
How many letters are received by the National Assem
bly asking for information which the annual Directory 
places in the hands of every Baha'i! 

Furthermore, the Directory lists the local Spiritual 
Assemblies of the United States, at present numbering 
163. The traveling believer making use of his Directory 
can meet the friends in any of these cities he visits, 
and every visit to a Baha'i community enlarges our 
sense of the Baha'i world. 

For local Assemblies, the Directory points out Ute 
great number of national and regional committees ap
pointed Jor the sole purpose of rendering each One its 
particular form of service to the Baha'i community. 

Let us pause to greet the seven newly formed As
semblies.: Altadena Township, San Gabriel Township 
and Beverly Hills Township, Calif., Anchorage Recording 
District, Alaska, Highland Park, Mich., Mamaroneck, 
N.Y., and Brookfield, Wis. 

Greet also the three Assemblies restored after dis
solution: Butte, Mont., Mansfield, Ohio, Penn Yan, N. Y. 

In these ten localities, nine or more adult Baha'is have 

become trustees of a divinely endowed institution. So 
vast is its potentialities that for all of us in the early 
stage of a new and small community the efforts of the 
Assembly members seem feeble indeed. They have no 
material estate to administer, no wealth to distribute, 
no worldly prestige to bestow. Rather is their inheri
tance the most formidable problems of human relation
ships, their glory sacrifice, their work mysterious, their 
duty a trust to God. 

Just as in its first stages, the growth of the tree 
is .. within the earth, in darkness, unseen, the thnlsting 
out o.f roots seeking nourishment from the soil, so are 
the frrst years of every local assembly a development 
of inner forces and powers, a building of new attitudes 
a slowly emerging awareness of the way in which God 
in this era has associated man with the laws, the p:'in. 
ciples and the institutions of His Kingdom. Here faith 
rather than human iogenuity poiots the way to growth· 
here humility rather than cleverness prepares the tool; 
by which in coming years the institution will do its 
part in redeeming man and society. 

To each assembly the Master has given assurance 
of celestial aid, warning that destruction will come if it 
fail in unity. To serve an assembly, the individual must 
do the work of God. A Baha'i institution is no one's 
possession, for it has descended to us from the world 
of creation, the realm of the Prophet, and in its ap
parent Simplicity and weakness a power greater than 
the world lies concealed. 

-NA'1'10NAL SPmrl'UAL ASSEMBLY 

"The Books of God Are Open" 
The author, E. S. Campbell, based the title of this 

compilation upon two quotations, one from the Bible, 
" . . . and the books were opened and another book 
was opened." (Revelation 20:12) and "The Book of God 
is wide open and His Word is summoning mankind 
unto Him." (Glea.nings fTom the WTitings of Baha.'u'Udh, 
XCII, pp. 183, 4). 

In this 13-page mimeographed booklet, there are more 
than twenty quotations from the Bible and an equal 
number from the Baha'i Writings, proclaiming the one
ness of the Prophets and the coming of the Glory of 
God io this day. 

As a reference source for Baha'i writers and speakers, 
this is a veritable treasure chest. But of even greater 
importance is the fact that here, BaM'is will find the 
answers to questions asked by their Christian friends 
concerning fulfillment of Bible prophecy. Here indeed, 
in words from the Christian Scriptures. and in the words 
of Baha'u'llah, 'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi, are to 
be found logical explanations of such challengiog state
ments as 

The Great Day of God-Impending Cataclysmic Up
heavals 

The Best Beloved is Come-The Appearance of the 
Manifestation of God 

The Most Great Peace-The Kingdom of God Upon 
Earth 

Available through the Bah .. 'i PubliShing Committee, 
no Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, SOc per copy. 
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Are We Prepared? 
The Delegates at the 1951 Convention very solemnly 

cabled to the Guardian that IIwe are prepared" to meet 
the heavy responsibilities of the present Bahil.'i year, 
as well as io take advantage of the glorious opportunities 
this fateful year offers to this community, already so 
greatly blessed and favored by the beloved Master, and 
now by the beloved Guardian. 

This issue of Baha'i News carries an outline of our 
financial structure for this Baha'i Year, and explains 
that the budget of $450,000 approved by the Guardian, 
includes $200,000 for the Shrine work (to be met through 
our National Treasury); $75,000 for Temple Landscap
ing; and $175,000 for national operating expenses. 

The National Assembly now shares with the friends, 
the status of our various Funds after two months of 
the Baha'i Year have passed, during which time, our 
contributions were 50% less than the Budget require. 
menU. As contrasted to this slowness in arising to meet 
our financial need, the funds needed for the Shrine Work 
in Haifa and Italy, have far exceeded the anticipated 
schedule of payment by the National Fund. Thus it has 
been necessary to borrow funds from the Temple Inte
rior Construction Fund to meet the Shrine needs: 

Shrine of the Bab Fond 

Cash on hand April 30, 1951 ........•...... $ 3,256.21 
Contributions during May and June 1951. ... 14,814.67 
Funds cabled to Haifa and Italy ........... 56,000.00 
Amount expended over cash and receipts .. 37,929.12 
Amount owed Temple Construction Fund 

April 30, 1951 .........•.....•.....•...•.. 10,00~.OO 
Deficit June 30, 1951 (owed Temple Construc-

tion Fund) ............................... 47,929.12 
Payments to be met in July .... $33,000.00 

and in August ............... 15,000.00 

Payments on the Shrine Account can only be met from 
contributions to the National Treasurer for that purpose, 
and from Resolve Payments. The Resolve Plan (set up 
at the request of the Delegates at the 1951 Convention) 
of $275,000 contains $200,000 for the Shrine work. Un
fortunately, responses to the Resolve Plan have been 
very disappointing. As of June 30, 1951, there have been 
received only 269 responses, totaling payments of 
$31,338.14 during the year; of which $7,756.36 were in 
cash. 

National Baha'i Fund 

Cash on Hand April 3~, 1951 .......•.....••... $12,328.35 
Contributions received during May and June ... 24,094.62 

Total ........................................ 36,422.97 
Payments during May and June ............... 3'1,815.74 

Cash on Hand June 30, 1951 .................. 4,607.23 

Temple Interior Construction Fund 

Total Estimated Construction costs .......... . 
Amounts paid to June 30, 1951 ................ . 

Balance to be paid ......................... . 
Cash and Securities on hand ................. . 
Amount due on loans to Shrine of Bah Fund .. 

l\molInt Short of goal ....................... . 

892,000.00 
802,610.00 
89,390.00 
40,957.51 
47,929.12 

503.37 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

American Baha'i Financial Structure 
May 1, 1951 to April 30, 1952 

Our promise to the Guardian-uWe ATe PTepaTed." 
Budget:-Appr'oved by Shoghi Effendi 

National Baha'i Fund ..................... $175,000.00 
Temple Landscaping ..................... 75,000.00 
Shrine of the Bab ......................... 200,000.00 

What each Fund covers: 
$450,000.00 

N ationa! Baha'i Fund-All collective national activi
ties of the Faith, including European, Africa and 
Latin American teaching, etc. - but, excepting 
Temple Landscaping and contributions to the Shrine 
of the Bab. 

Temple Landscaping-This year's proportion of esti- . 
mated cost of landscaping the Temple grounds. 

Shrine of the Bab-Payments we must collectively 
meet to cover contracts made by the Guardian for 
marble, steel, cement, etc. in Italy, for the Shrine. 
The payments have been set up in the contracts on a 
monthly basis of approximately $16,750.00. 

How the Funds are derived: 
National Baha'i Fund-Pr.incipally, from contributions 

of Assemblies and Groups to the National Treas
urer. Some individuals, particularly isolated believ
ers, make contributions for this Fund, directly to 
the National Treasurer. 

Temple Landscaping, Sltrine of the Bab-These two 
Funds have been combined into the Resolve Fund. 
This Fund of $275,000 is derived from Resolve pay
ments, principally by individuals, to the National 
Treasurer. Some contributions are received from 
Groups and Assemblies for this Fund. 

How each and every one can participate: 
Individuals-Support the Local Fund. Make as sub

stantial Resolve payments to the National Treasurer 
as possible. 

Groups-Support the National Baha'i Fund. Operate 
as economically as possible. 

Local Assemblies-Curtail Budgets all possible. Oper
ate as economically as possible. Support the Na
tional Baha'i Fund. 

Committees-Local and National 
Operate as economically as possible. 

National Assemh!y-Curtail Budgets all possible. 
Operate as economically as possible. Meet pay
ments on Shrine of the Bab contracts,· amounting 
to $200,000.00 out of the Resolve Fund. 

Individuals given permission to send contributions 
direct to Shoghi Effendi in Haifa. 

The Guardian, in message received April 25, 1951, 
graciously gave permission to individuals to make con· 
tributions directly to him in Haifa; oveT and above the 
individual's local and national Tesponsibilities. This mes
sage from the Guardian, makes it clear that funds 
transmitted directly to him will be used to meet ex
penses incurred in the Holy Land, in connection with 
Shrine construction, etc. 

When an individual sends funds directly to the Guard· 
ian, it can be handled readily, as follows: 

For amounts $1.00 to $20.00: Purchase American Ex-
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press Domestic Money Orders and mail them to 
the Guardian. 

For amounts $21.00 and mOre: Purchase American 
Express Foreign Money Orders. These Foreign 
MOney Orders are transmitted by the American 
Express Company to the person for whom the dona
tion is intended, and the name of the donor is not 
supplied to the recipient abroad. Thus it is neces
sary for each one who contributes by purchasing 
a Foreign Money Order to advise the Guardian of 
the gift, supplying him with the number indicated 
on the receipt which the American Express Com· 
pany provides the donor. 

In instructing the Express Company where to de
liver the Foreign Money Order, and in writing the 
Guardian, the correct address is: 

Shaghi Effendi Rabbani 
P. O. Box 155 
Haifa, Israel 

Send your communication Air Mail, the rate being 
25 cents per % ounce. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Marriages 
Detroit, Mich., Miss Mary Alice Pearson (non·Baha'i) to Mr. 

Frank R. Catlin, June 16, 1951 

Kent, Ohio, Miss Hazel Messimore to Mr. John Rourke 
June D, 1951 

Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Mabelle Perry to Mr. Hector Garcia 
(non·Baha'!) Nov. 4, 1950 

Los Angeles. Calif., Miss Ora Taylor to Mr. Clarence Sandman 
(non-BaM'!) June 2, 1951 

Chicago, Ill., Miss Dolores Higgins to Dr. Hushang J avid 
June 15, 195i 

Chicago, Ill.. Miss J" ean Cleveland to Mr. James Groundwater 
(non-Baha'I> June 50, 1951 

Seattle, Wash., Miss Barbara Jones to Mr. Dale A. Enger 
(non-Bah8.'O date not reported.. 

Two dlsplay" representiq JIving religions, arrallPd by the 
Dabi.'is of Boise, Idaho, OD the seconc1 aD,bU&1 World BeUgion 

Day. Len: Ulndulsm. BiChl: SabeaDism. 

In Memoriam 
Death Proffereth unto every confident believer the cup that 

is life indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the bearer of gladness. 
It cOnferreth the gift of everlasting life. 

Mrs. Rena White, Omaha, Nebr. 
May 29, 1951 

Mrs. Mabelle Anderson, Shorewood, Wis. 
May 21, 1951 

Mrs. Anastasia Meyerowitz, Essex, Maryland 
June 21. 1951 

Mr. W1lliam Muffler, Marseilles, Ill. 
date not reported '. 

Mrs. Eolah Bartley. Western Springs, Ill. 
July 5, 1951 

Mrs. Alice Raith, Kittery. Maine 
July I, 1951 

Mrs. Ella G. Cooper, San Francisco, Calif. 
July 12, 1951 

Mrs. Cynthia Fannie Lee, Beverly, Mass. 
July 10, 1951 

Mr. Bernard Daly, Anchorage, Alaska 
July 9, 1951 

Miss Gesena Koch, Los Angeles, Calif. 
July 26, 1951 

Mr. Louis G. Gregory, Eliot, Maine 
July 30, 1901 

Braille Slates Needed 

-BaM 'u'Uab 

As the Committee, Baha'i Service for the Blind, is 
making plans for the training of future transcribers, 
in order to fill the increasing needs of blind inquirers, 
it would be greatly appreciated, in view of the high. 
cost of equipment, if those believers having braille 
,lates which they will no longer use, would donate 
them to this Committee, so that they may be put into 
valuable service. Kindl..v communicate with Baru.'l Serv
ice for the Blind, 616 N. Oxford Avenue, Los Angeles 4, 
Calif. 

Are You Burying Your Talents? 
Believers who have acquired training and experience 

in new occupations since filling in their vocational 
questionnaire cards, are requested to send up.-to-<iate 
information to the National Baha', Administrative Head
quarters, for adding to the Baha'i vocational files. This 
applies especially to those who have entered new voca
tions or occupations with a view to making a career of 
them, and also to those who have acquired valuable ex
perience in some new field of activity. 

Any Baha'i may secure' a copy of the questionnaire 
card by writing to the National Bahati Administrative 
Headquarters. If you have not already filled one in. 
why not do it now? The purpose of compiling and filing 
this information is so that we may be able to make 
greater use of Baha'i talent in various ways as we near 
the end of the austerity period. We can best promote the 
Faith of God, if we let our talents shine. (A vocational 
questionnaire card is mailed to every newly enrolled be.. 
liever.) 
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Second Call for Material 
BaIui'i World, Volume XII 
1950·1952 

The Editorial Committee for The Baha'i World is is
suing a renewed appeal for material for this permanent 
international record of the Faith. The Guardian has 
recently combined the volumes for 194648 and 1948-50 
into one, Volume XI. Thus th~ volume for 1950-52 be
comes Volume XII (instead of XIII). 

The time is growing short for assembling material 
for Volume XII. The Editorial Committee therefore ur
gently requests all who have material to send, to do 
so at the earliest possible date. This is the time for 
you to write that article with an interesting approach 
to the Faith, which you have had in mind for some 
time,. remembering that The Bahri'i World is read and 
consulted by non-Baha'is who seek information on the 
Faith, in public and university libraries. Therefore the 
articles should be of an impersonal nature, accurate, 
and well written. They should be between 3,000 and 
5,000 words in length, and typed, double space, and 
two copies submitted. 

Material for Bibliography and Directory sections is 
urgently requested, and the Committee hopes that all 
National Spiritual Assemblies who have not already 
done so, will send this material for Year 107 and 108 
(if available), as soon as possible. 

Detailed list of material appropriate for The Bahri'i 
World was given in the first Call for Material for the 
1950-1952 volume published in Baha'i News, January, 
1951, p. 7. 

Let us gladden the overburdened heart of our Guar
dian by providing accurate, interesting articles, his
torical data and clear photographs for this permanent 
record of the progress of the Faith in the world. 

Please address all material to: Baha'i World Editorial 
Committee, Box, 548, Evanston, Illinois. 

Radio Scripts Available 

Script number one from the 1951 National Radio Com
mittee is now available. It is an interview script with 
two Persons taking part. It is called: "What Is the 
Baha'i Faith?" This script can be obtained by writing 
to: William B. Sears, Chairman, National Radio Com
mittee 4643 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The 
cost for the script is 25c plus postage. Ask for Soript 151. 

A one minute spot announcement is also available. 
This announcement is 45 seconds long with 15 secOnds 
left open at the end for a local insert relative to local 
meeting times, etc. This can be obtained for 5c plus post-

age. Ask for Spot 151. If your order is delayed until just 
before you may want the script and it is necessary to 
send it air mail special, be sure to include sufficient post
age. The Radio Committee is operating on an austerity 
budget. The cost of the scripts is to cover the cost of pre
paring and mimeographing. Direct all orders to: Na
tional Radio Committee, William B. Sears, Chairman, 
4643 Walnut St., Philadelphia, PennsylVania. 

Archives 
The National Archives Committee has been authorized 

by the National Spiritual Assembly to send out another 
appeal to the believers to send in their Tablets, letters 
of the Guardian, sacred and historical relics and photo
graphs, with ali possible data, in these critical aod 
uncertain times. 

The NSA requests that "all Regional Teaching Com
mittees, Area National Teaching Committees and the 
local Spiritual Assemblies take up with the believers 
the important matter of Archives material and sending 
it for preservation to the Archives." 

The Committee would also ask the friends that when 
gifts for the Archives are brought to the Temple in the 
absence of the secretary, to please acquaint her of the 
fact so that they may be properly recorded. Material 
should be sent in care of the secretary, Mrs. Gertrude 
S. Siruven, 714 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, Ill. 

For Your Reference Library 
StaT of the West and Baha'i Magazine for the years 

1913 to 1935 are still available at lOc per copy, net. 
These publications contain a wealth of material of in
estimable value as a source of interesting facts to be 
used by Baha'i writers and speakers. In addition to 
authentic data concerning the hiStory of the Faith, 
these magazines carry numerous photographs of early 
believers, and of the beloved Master. Send orders to 
the Baha'i Publishing Committee. 

Teaching Projects in Latin America 
Baha'is wishing to offer their services in the Latin 

Amerleao teaching field for settlement or short pro
jects are invited to write directly to the National Teach
ing Committees of the two Latin American territories. 

South Americao Teaching Committee: Mrs. Mary de 
Beckett, Apto. 772, Lima, Peru. 

Central Amerieao Teaching Committee: Mrs Elena 
Marsella, Apto. 513, Panama City, Panama. 

Spanish literature may be. purchased from Miss Ma
bel Sneider, Apto. 2008, Ancon, Canal Zone. 
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WORLD RELIGION DAY 

Group ptbered In tbe YMCA al BUrbanlr., Callfonda., .Jan. 21, 1951. 

Third Annual World Religion Day 
World Religion Day plans for 1952 were announced 

this month by Baha'i Public Relations in a letter ad
dressed to all Baha. 'i communi ties. The third annual 
observance of World Religion Day will be held Janu
ary 20, 1952, the third Sunday in the month. Last Jan
uary. more than 150 Baha'i communities participated 
in the event. 

In creating and planning World Religion Day. Public 
Relations' long-range view is to educate the public's 
understanding of World Religion. This is being d,:ne 
step by step, in a yearly accelerated and accumulatIve 
process. Thus our theme remains the same: World Re
ligion is the only possible source of world unity and 
peace. Based upon progressive revelation and raised 
above all religious, national and racial prejudices, the 
Baha'i theme is a Wlique contribution to the world 
no other religion can make. 

For Baha'i communities, then, World Religion Day 
is an obligation and a privilege to patiently and deter
minedly educate public opinion to this true underst.a,;d
ing of World Religion. In this respect, World Rel1glOn 
Day gives Bah-a'i communities the opportunity of pro
claiming through a public event the ve~y essence of 
our leaching: World Religion. It also provIdes an oppor
tunity of reaching the public through almost every 
known channel of communication. 

The present Public Relations survey (reported in May 
1951 Baha'i News) brought more than 150 returns to the 
questionnaire sent to all local communities, "groups 
and regional teaching committees following last year's 
World Religion Day. The survey, and a study of more 
than 1,000 press clippings headlining World Religion 
Day, demonstrate the tremendous value of advance 
planning. It also illustrates the impor:ance of t~e com
munities availing themselves of the WIdest poSSIble use 
of World Religion Day material and approaches. 

As a result of this survey, Public Relations has pro
duced a World Religion Day Kit containing complete 

program materials. The Upackage H includes publicity 
releases, radio spot annolUlcements and programs, in
formation on planning and publicizing a World Religion 
Day program, how-to-do-it section on exhibits and dis
plays, a large blow-up of World Religion Day press 
clippings for display purposes and promotion aimed at 
local newspaper editors and radio program directors. 
Also included in the· Kit is a pamphlet outlining the 
purpose of World Religion Day. 

These materials will be released by Public Relations 
in September. This suggested ca1endar plan of action en
ables BaM'1 communities to discuss and plan their 
World Religion Day programs and schedules a I the 
Feast of Names, August 20. National publicity on World 
Religion Day will break on November 15. 

For all information concerning World Religion Day, 
write Baha'i Public Relations, 112 Lin.den Avenue, Wil
mette, Illinois. 

Display 01 Bahi'i llterature. Boise, Idaho on seconcl a.nnual 
World RelJ&ioa Day. 



Baha'i Relationship 
To United Nations 

As the believers know, a relationship has existed with 
United Nations for several years. It began with an ap
plication made by the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States and Canada for recog
nition as a national non-governmental organization, and 
this application received favorable action. 

The National Assembly became authorized to have 
observers at United Nations sessions, and to appoint 
delegates and observers to attend United Nations con
ferences within America open to non-governmental or
ganizations. A Unit~d Nations Committee was appointed 
to conduct activities'related to United Nations on behalf 
of the BaM'i community. 

The next step was to apply for ~ecognition of the in
ternational Baha'i community as an international non
governmental organization. To do sa, each of the other 
National Assemblies authorized the American Assembly 
to act for it in relation to United Nations. This method 
was approved by the Guardian. The result has been 
to open the door to Baba'i observers at United Nations 
Conferences in many parts of the world. The title of 
the National Assemblies in relation to United Nations 
is "The Baha'i International Community." 

All non-governmental organizations make contact with 
UN through its Department of Public Information, Sec
tion for Non·governmental Organizations. The status of 
the non-governmental organization has been defined by 
the Section for Non-governmental Organizations in a let
ter written to the Baha'i United Nations Committee. 

"The Dep-artment- of -Public Information does not ac
credit organizations, but accredits the person nominated 
by an organization as an observer. This system is sim
ilar to the accreditization of newspaper correspondents, 
which does not give accreditization to the paper t but 
to the man. Of course, the accreditization of the ob
server or the correspondent is dependent upon the stand
ing of the, organization or paper. This may seem a 
fine line, but it is specifically designed to avoid the 
impression that we give status to organizations as such. 
The only way in which an organization can receive 
status from the United Nations is through having been 
granted consultative status by the Economic and So
cial Council. U 

This definition of the Baha'l relationship to United 
Nations is important. In referring to that relationship 
in public talks or publicity, the correct statement to 
make is: Baha'i observers are accredited from the 
Baha'i International Community (or from the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States 
if reference to the national non-governmental organiza~ 
tion is intended). 

i\.s to the question of securing consultative status 
through the UN Economic and Social Council, the mat
ter was taken up with the Guardian some time ago. 
To make application, an international organization of a 
fixed and centralized, type not yet existing among the 
National Spiritual Assemblies is required. The Guardian 
himself as the international Head of the Baha'i world 
community does not enter into such arrangements with 
United Nations or other organizations. He advised 
against attempting to apply for consultative status at 
this time. 

9 

A record or history of Baha'i activity in United Na
tions matters should be prepared. In addition to par
ticipation in a number of UN regional and international 
conferences, four Baha'i documents have been formally 
submitted: "A Baha'i Declaration of Human Obliga
tions and Rights," 1947; "A Baha'i Statement on the 
Rights of Women," 1947; and "The Work of Baha'is 
in Promotion of Human Rights," 1948. On November 9, 
1949, a leiter was addressed to United Nations ex
plaining the Baha'i concept of worship, in connection 
with the effort of UN to formulate a method of worship 
acceptable for use in its future prayer building. This 
letter and the reply received from the office of the 
Secretary-General were published in Bahd', News for 
February, 1950. The first three statements were re
printed in World Order Magazine, and the fourth in 
BaM', News for February, 195G. 

On May 9, 1947, the Guardian wrote through his sec
retary to explain why he was encouraging Baha'i as
sociation with United Nations, and this letter was pub. 
lished in Baha'i News for July of that year. "He feels 
that the friends should bear in mind that the primary 
reason that he is encouraging Baha'i association with 
the United Nations is to give the Cause due publicity 
as an agency working for and firmly believing in the 
unification of the human family and permanent peace, 
and not because he believes that we are at present 
in a position to shape or influence directly the course 
of human affairs! Also, he believes this association will 
afford the believers an opportunity of contacting prom
inent and progressive-minded people from different 
countries and calling the Faith and its principles to 
their attention. We should associate ourselves in every 
way with all movements of. UN which are in accord
ance with our principles and objectives; but we should 
not seek to take the initiative or .. . focus a glare 
of publicity and public attention on a very wide scale 
upon ourselves which might prove very detrimental 
to our own interests. He considered, for instance, the 
'Baba'l Declaration of Human Obligations and Rights' 
appropriate and believes this type of action to be wise 
and suitable." 

Other references in words of the Guardian were pub
lished in Baha'i News of September, 1948. From cable 
dated April 16, addressed to the Convention: "Recogni
tion extended to the Faith by United Nations as an 
international non-governmental body, enabling appoint
ment of accredited representatives to United Nations 
conferences is heralding world recognition for a uni
versal proclamation of the Faith of Baha.'u'llah." From 
cable of April 26, 1948, a passage included reCognition 
by United Nations as one of the achievements of the 
American community, "whose spokesmen are securing 
recognition of the institutions of Baha'u'll3.h's rising 
world order in the United Nations." From letter dated 
May 18, 1948: '"The recognition given your Assembly 
(as representative of the other National Spiritual As
semblies) by UNO as a non-governmental body entitled 
to send representatives to various UNO conferences, 
. marks an important step forward in the struggle of 
our beloved Faith to receive in the eyes of the world 
its just due, and be recognized as an independent World 
Religion. Indeed, this step should have a favorable re
action on the progress of the Cause everywhere, espe-



10 AUGUST, 1951 

dally in those parts of the world where it is still per
secuted, belittled, or scorned, particularly in the East." 

The above explanation concerning why there is no 
connection between the Baha'i community and UNESCO 
is made in response to a subject raised at the 1951 
Convention. It would not be proper for any local As
sembly, as an institution of the Baha'i community to 
initiate its own direct contact with United Nations. Our 
national and international contacts with UN are con
ducted through the duly appointed United Nations Com
mittee of the NSA. If opportunities arise which make 
it possible for any local community to cooperate in a 
conference or activity of United Nations, the local As
sembly will be informed. In the same manner, it would 
not be suitable for any individual believer r on the basis 
of our collective recognition by UN, to attempt any 
personal contact. The National Assembly has requested 
that all Bah,,'i contacts be made through and by the 
United Nations Committee. 

-NATIONAL SP:lRrruAL ASSEMBLY 

The Africa Teaching Campaign 

The Africa Teaching Campaign is proceeding with 
swift and challenging developments. Five National As
semblies have now been linked by the Guardian in 
this great Crusade. Seven new territories have been 
added by the Guardian for pioneer settlement in Africa. 
Uganda, The Gold Coast and Tanganyika are the goal 
areas to which British and the United States pioneers 
will go. Egypt has been called on to send piOneers 
. to Libya and Algeria. Persia is despatching pioneers 
to Somaliland, Nyasaland and Northern Rhodesia. India 
has been asked to forward pioneers to Zanzibar and 
Madagascar. These areas added to the eight in Africa 
where Spiritual Assemblies now exist make seventeen 
Mrican territories which are now within the pale of 
the Faith. 

The British Baha'is t putting aside their year of re
spite, launched the Africa Campaign. Already the Brit
ish Africa Committee has by its determined efforts sue· 
ceeded in getting five pioneers to Tanganyika. It is 
expected that there will be nine or ten Baha'i pioneers 
there by late summer. The U. S. Africa Committee 
is swiftly overcoming the handicaps of its late start. 
We rejoice to announce that twenty Baha'is of the United 
States have volunteered for pioneer work in Africa. 
The Committee is now exploring every possible lead 
to find work openings for these friends. Two Bah"'!s 
have helped to speed up the progress immeasurably 
by offering to deputize an African pioneer for one year. 
It now appears that two Baha'i pioneers from the United 
States will soon be ready to leave. 

This is but a beginning for the United States and 
We trust it will insure a powerful "follow through" 
in additional pioneers and efforts to further the Africa 
Teaching Campaign. In the meantime, those who wish 
to help the Africa Campaign on the home front should 
remember that there are numerous African students 
studying and working in college communities during 
the summer. They can be contacted and shown Baha'i 
courtesies with an end to interesting them in the Teach
ings and making them friendly toward the Faith. When 

they return to their homeland they will carry an 
understanding and admiration of the Faith to their peo
ples. From Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Wash
ington we have had most interesting reports of the 
contacts Baha'i groups and individuals have made with 
African students. The committee welcomes such news. 

The Committee will also welcome news of any job 
openings or contacts regarding such openings. Above 
all we hope that the friends will constantly pray that 
pioneers will arise dedicated to this teaching objective 
and that opportunities for service in Africa will speedily 
develop in order that the United States Baha'!s may 
contribute a generous share to this Uvast, momentous, 
newly-launched, historic enterprise." 

Let us remember that this work is very clpse to the 
Beloved Guardian's heart. His recent cable to the Com
mittee evidences this. 

"Praying fervently success. Urge strenuous en
deavors." 

News From Other Lands 
Germany and Austria 

Miss Bertha Matheisen, traveling in Germany and 
Austria reports to the National Spiritual Assembly, that 
on the Gripsholm, sailing for Europe September, 1950, 
there was "a contingent of Baptist ministers from Scan
dinavian countries, two of whom accepted Baha'i litera
ture. A Swedish reporter for a Gothenburg paper asked 
for an interview and promised to carry an article on 
the Faith. He had visited American relatives who lived 
in the Temple area and was supplied with Bahit'i litera
ture." 

Miss Mathiesen found one young woman in Inns
bruck who was already mildly interested in the Faith 
and who later declared her acceptance. It is not pos
sible to carry on I?ublic work in Innshruck. 

In Vienna she spent nineteen days with the friends 
in an effort to re-establish their Assembly. They were 
conducting a public class at which she spoke twice. 
She also met with a number of individuals in their 
homes. Eight outsiders were present at the commemo
ration of the birth of Bahit'u'llah, all of them educated 
people. uThe most interesting to me," Miss Mathiesen 
writes, "was a Catholic priest, a pastor of a reformed 
Catholic Church, who has succeeded in bringing the 
clergymen of Vienna together for weekly talks .... It 
seemed thrilling to me that in the darkened area of 
Vienna, on a cold and desolate night, with inadequate 
transportation (no taxi available until you reach the 
English zone) and in a city of strange disappearances, 
our little group of steadfast Bah,,'!s were able to hold 
aloft this flaming torch of light!" The Assembly was 
re-established. 

In Munich she found the people very open to the idea 
of a federation of European States and a world lan
guage, but it was difficult for them to accept the 
divine origin of these ideas. The NSA of Germany and 
Austria was very desirous of establishing a Spiritual 
Assembly in Munich, and Miss Mathiesen thought that 
this could have been achieved had it been possible to 
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find living quarters there. Living conditions are very 
trying in Germany, as food is as high as in the United 
States and wages are very low. 

Canada 
The Canadian National Convention, held in Vancouver 

April 27, 28, and 29, was memorable because of the 
gift of a lock of Baha'u'Uah's hair, presented by the 
Guardian and RUhiyyih Khanum. This established a 
spirit of reverence and unity which pervaded the ses· 
sion. "Rain was falling outside the windows, but the 
warmth and sunshine of Bahli'i love and unity being 
built inside our hearls was felt throughout the room, 
and when holding this precious gift, one was conscious 
of the oneness of hearts throughout the whole world, 
united in the love of Bahit. 'u'llllh." 

In such a spirit the delegates cast their votes for the 
Fourth National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahli'is of 
Canada, which then proceeded to organize. The results 
are as follows: John Robarts, Chairman; Rowland Es
tall, Vice-Chairman; Laura R. Davis, Secretary; Emer
ic Sala, Treasurer; Rosemary Sala, Lloyd Gardner, 
Mae McKenna, Winnifred Harvey, Sigfried Schopfiocher. 

There was some mirth at one of the sessions, when 
a hat was placed on the table for the resolves of those 
preseot. The hat yielded 21 resolves, totalling $6,592.00. 

The Canadian Baha'i News for June carries the an~ 
nouncement that the great difficulty of finding a pioneer 
for Greenland has been resolved. Pane Bischoff, a 
young Bahli'i of .Copenhageo, has been appointed by 
the Danish Government to be manager of a fishing 
station at Egdesminde for four. months of the year. 
He will be in Govlrussak as manager of another station 
for the winter months. Those Americans who were in 
Copenhagen for the European Conference last summer 
will remember Palle, who was tireless in his service 
to the Cause and to all the individual Baha'is. He 
acted as chairman of the public meeting held in Copeo
hagen at that time. To the Greenland Committee of 
the Canadian NSA, he writes, flIt is exciting and I 
pr ay thai I will be 'a bIe to light the fire of the love of 
God among the people there so that the unily and har
mony of the Cause of Bahil'u'llah will be manifested 
also in that country." 

Finland 
From the Geneva Bureau News Exchange we learn 

that there is an active study group in Finland. 

"Thanks to the valiant pioneering efforts of Josephine 
Kruka, and other travelling teachers before her, the 
Cause of Bahli'u'llah has finally taken root in Helsinki, 
Finland's capital. A believer writes: HI want to thank 
you so much for your letters and for the books I 
received a few days ago. They help us in our study 
of the BahB.'i Faith. At our last meeting we had seveo 
people present. I read parts of the International bulletin 
I had translated into Finnish, theo we had discussion. 
... We had two neW guests for whom we repeated 
the 12 Principles of Baha'u'Uah. My son gave some 
music, then we had refreshments. My greate.t wish is 
that some day, we will be able to have a real Baha'i 

organization.' She wrote a fortnight later that at lihe 
next meeting they had eight persons. 'All participants 
were surprised that the Baha'i Cause is established on 
such a large scale throughout the world.' They have 
meetings once a fortnight, and are looking forward 
eagerly to Josephine's return from the USA some time 
in May. They need literature very badly, primarily in 
their own language of course, but they can also use it 
in English." 

American News 

Publicity Crosses Border 
Johnny Eichenauer. former Central American pio

neer, cites us an interesting case of how the Faith 
moves on and is introduced to whole new groups of 
people. When he was .in Panama attending the historic 
Convention which elected the first National Spiritual 
Assembly of Mexico, Central America and the Antilles, 
he read an article published in a Panama newspaper, 
about a public Bahli'i program in which Dr. Lasso 
de la Vega, well-known lawyer and professor of the 
National University of Panama, appeared jointly with 
Horace Holley. Dr. de la Vega, who is not a Baha'i, 
gave an address entitled "A Refuge for Humanity", 
in which he said among other things, C CDisputes and 
bloodshed seem to have increased in the course of 
history . . . but there have always been idealists. The 
Baha'fs will be able to gain the goal of peace because 
of the scientific structure of the plans which they pro
pose". In conclusion he remarked, OCI believe that the 
Baha'i Faith is extremely interesting because it de
velops what the people need and it does not exclude 
anyone". Mr. Holley's talk on a similar theme, was 
well reported at some length in the same article. 

Johnny brought the newspaper back to Phoenix with 
him, and at a fireside showed the article to Mr. Jose 
Rosell, director of "La Voz del Pueblo" (The Voice of 
the People), a Mexican~American news sheet. Mr. Ro
sell was at once interested, rewrote the article for his 
own paper J and accompanied it with a picture of the 
assembled Baha'i delegates in Panama, including "our 
reporter, J. Eichenauer". Johnny states that Mr. Rosell 
also wanted a mat of the Temple, and adds that he 
hopes that the enthusiasm of this new and influential 
contact may open the way for some more Spanish
speaking believers in the Phoenix Commtmity, whose 
only Latin-American member had moved to Los 
Augeles 

Youth Activities 
The Bahci'i Youth News for June, 1951, carries some 

interesting items, among them two accounts of success
ful youth activities in places where there are no young 
Baha'is, or only a few. In Arlington1 Virginia, where 
there were no Baha'i Youth, the Washington, D. C., 
Youth Group arranged a meeting to observe, at the 
same time, Naw-Ruz and World Youth Day, and twenty
five attended. The program was a symposium drawing 
its non-Baha'i speakers from the local high school dra
matics class. 
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Latin America Holds Historic Conventions 
(Conclusion) 

Acclamation by Baha'i World Community 
"Together, then, we press forward," wrote the National Spiritual Assem· 

bly of the Baha'is of the United States, "in service to Baba'u"l3h, undis. 
mayed by the calamities of the world, assured of the nobility of our task 
and relying upon His grace and inspiration. 

"As 'Abdu'l-Baha revealed in His Tablet to a party of Latin Americans 
through Martha Root in 1920: "Since a sweet scent is wafted towards me 
from the rose garden of your thoughts and aspirations, My heartfelt wish 

Those attendIng the first Na1;[onal CODvention of Central America. 

Those attending the first Na..tional convention-_of South America. 

compels Me to write you this letter 
... You will see how the world is 
upset with internal conflict and 
many lands are dyed in human 
blood . . . The source of all these 
catastrophes is racial fanaticism, 
patriotic fanaticism, religious fana· 
ticism and political fanaticism. The 
source of these fanaticisms is an
cient imitations, religious imitations, 
racial imitations, patriotic imitations 
and political imitations. As long as 
following such imitations persists, 
the very foundation of humanity is 
wrecked and the world of man is in 
great jeopardy .... 

, 'Now since you are the servants 
of the world of humanity, you must 
strive with your heart and soul, in 
order that the human world may be 
delivered from the darkness·. . • 
and attain to the light of the Divine 
World .... Today the world of hu
manity will not find peace and tran
quility except through these Teach
ings. . .. " 

Forty-fonr Assemblies 
Ten new and restored assemblies 

have been added to the two terri
tories this year: in South America, 
the new assembly of Callao, Peru, 
and the restored assemblies of 
Sucre, Bolivia; Asuncion, Paraguay; 
Montevideo, Uruguay, and 1Iledel
lin, Colombia. In the northern ter
ritory, the new assemblies of Cien
fuegos, Cuba; Port Antonio, Jamaica, 
and Quetzaltepeque, EI Salvador, 
and the restored assemblies of Tau
!abe, Honduras, and Quepos, Costa 
Rica, have been added this year. 
The new National Assemblies will 
represent nearly 700 believers and 
44 local assemblies, 22 in each ter
ritory. All but one of the 22 coun
tries have either already obtained 
incorporation of the Faith or are in 
process of doing so, so that there 
in ay be a firm legal basis for the 
new pillars. 

A few North American traveling 
teachers, as well as settlers, will 
remain in Latin America to join 
forces with the native teachers in 
pursuing to a final triumph in 1953 
the complete fulfillment of our Mas
tert s cherished hopes for these vast 
territories t as expressed in the Tab
Jets of the Divine Plan. 
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Messages from the Guardian 
"Deserves Rank of First Hand 
of the Cause of His Race" 

The Guardian's Message 
After Passing of Louis G. Gregory: 

"Profoundly deplore grievous loss dearly beloved, 
noble-minded. golden~hearted Louis Gregory, pride (and) 
example (to the) Negro adherents (of the) Faith, keenly 
feel loss (of) one so loved, admired (and) trusted (by) 
'Abdu'l-Baha. Deserves rank (of) first Hand (of the) 
Cause (of) his race. Rising Baha'i generation African 
continent will glory (in) his memory (and) emulate his 
example. Advise hold memorial gathering (in) Temple 
(in) token recognition (of his) unique position, out
standing services." 

(signed) SHoom 
Cablegram received August 6, 1951 

"The Decision Is Momentous" 
The Guardian's Letter to Mr. William Foster: 

De-at" Baha'i Brother: 
Your letter of May 2nd was received by our beloved 

C'-l_lardian ~'11i broeght him great joy. 
The decision you have taken to go to Africa and 

teach the Cause i,s momentou~ and is worthy of the 
great race you belong to. The Guardian has been eagerly 
awaiting a Negro pioneer, and feels that Baha'u'llah 
will sur"ely bless your enterprise and assist you in this 
work you are planning for His Faith. 

You are fortunate to have a wife by your side kindled 
with the same enthusiasm and determination. and your 
joint labours will be a tremendous asset to the new 
campaign in Africa. 

The Guardian has recently ('"aIled upon India and 
Persia to open up further territories, and he feels that 
this pioneer effort-the first in Baha'i history linking 
five NSA's in an international tmdertaking-is truly 
historic and of the greatest importance. 

He will ardently pray that the way may speedily 
open for you to go to a goal country in Africa, and 
he urges you to persevere in your efforts, We all have 
weak points, but when we arise to serve Baha'u'llah He 
helps "us overcome them in a truly miraculous \,..-ay! 

'Vith warmest Baha'i love, 
(Signed) R. RABBAN! 

(In the Guardian's handwriting) 
May" the Almighty bless, guide and "Sustain you al

ways, ena:b!~ you to :tulfill ~;our- heart',," desire. set a 
noble example to the Negro bclicvers,"ahd \'~lin great 
and memor-able victories in that promising Continent" 

Dated June 4, 1951 

Your true brother, 
SHGGIII 

"Herald of Covenant" 
GuaTdian's Message Concerning Mrs. Ella Cooper: 
"Deeply grieved (at) sudden passing (of) herald (of 

the) Covenant, Ella Cooper, dearly loved handmaid 
(of) 'Abdu'l-Baha, greatly trusted by Him. Her devoted 
services during concluding years (of) Heroic Age and 
also Formative Age (of) Faith unforgettable. Assure 
relatives, friends, deepest sympathy (for) loss. Praying 
(for) progress (of her) soul in Abha Kingdom.H 

(Signed) SHOGHI 

Cable received July 18, 1951 

View of the recently completed last terra.ce of the Shrine of 
the Bib. This photograph has been received from the Guardi
an for reproductioll in Bilha.'i Xews. Reference to the Guard
ian's cable of April 2, 1951~ already pUblished. will give Shoghi 
Effendi's own statement about the terraces connecting the 
Ba.b's Sepulchre with the Templar Colony at the foot of Mount 
Carmel. 

Daily ObJigatOl"y Prayers 
The Guardian's Statement 

The daily obligatory prayers arc three in number. 
The shortest one consists of a single verse which has 
to be recited once in every twenty-four hou'rs and at 
midday. The'medium (prayer) which begIns with the 
words: "The Lord is witness that -tHere is none other 
God but He," has to be recited three times a day. in 
the morning, at noon and ih the "evening, The long 
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prayer which is the most elaborate of the three has 
to be recited once in every twenty-four hours, and at 
any time one feels inclined to do so. 

The believer is entirely free to choose any one of 
those three prayers, but is under the obligation of re
citing one of them, and in accordance with any specific 
directions with which they may be accompanied. 

These daily obligatory prayers, together with a few 
other specific ones, such as the Healing Prayer, the 
Tablet of ~mad, have been invested by Baha'u'llilh 
with a special potency and significance, and should 
therefore be accepted as such and be recited by the 
believers with unquestioned faith and confidence, that 
through them they may enter into a much closer com
munion with God, and identify themselves more fully 
with His laws and precepts. 
Dated-January 10, 1936 

ARE WE PREPARED? 
Dearly Beloved Friend.: 

The August issue of Bahd/i News carries the distress
ing message from our National Trea surer, that contribu
tions to the national treasury for the first two months of 
this critical Baha'i Year, were only one-half of the 
amount of our Budget. 

The National Assembly had hoped that this failure to 
meet our responsibilities was only temporary and would 
be more than made up by contributions in the following 
months. 

We now are one-third through the Baha'i Year. Our 
contributions during these four months have been only 
a little over half of our budget requirements. The Budg
et for these months amounted to $150,000 for all Funds, 
incl",;pg~ine Construction, Temple .Larulscapjng,,and 
general ex-penses. Our contributions have amounted to 
ajlproximately $85,000. 

On the other hand, the work on the Shrine has pre
gressed, even ahead of schedule, and funds had to be 
sent to Italy to meet payments due. The National Treas
urer had to borrow funds from the Temple Interior Con
struction Fund, to meet the Shrine payments-and even 
to meet current general expenses. Amounts borrowed are 
as follows: 

Shrine of the B~b ...•.............. $47,929.12 
General Expenses ............•.... 3,500.00 

What is to be done when final payments must be made 
on Temple Interior Ornamentation work late in Septem
ber or early in October? 

Dear friends, this is a period of grave testing. We all 
apparently realized this at the Convention in April, when 
we told the Guardian, "we are prepared" to meet the 
heavy financial responsibilities of the Faith during the 
present year. That we will meet these opportunities of 
sacrificial service, there can be no doubt, but, we must 
immediately make substantial contributions to the na
tional treasury, so we may be able to repay loans to the 
Temple Interior Construction Fund, by the end of Sep
tember. 

We are informed that the beloved Guardian has found 
some relief from his heavy burdens by the rapid progress 
o! the work on the Shrine of the Bab, so dear to his heart. 
Work should be under way on the landscaping of the 
Temple grounds if it is to be finished by the spring of 
1953. The last phases of the interior ornamentation of the 
Temple are now being concluded and must be paid for. 

The life blood of these activities is the funds, flOwing 
into the national treasury. May we keep the organism of 
the Faith pulsating with vigor and enthusiasm, by meet. 
ing our accepted responsibilities and quickly make up our 
shortage of $65,000 on budget requirements-and then 
continue this united sacrifice and meet our budget re
quirements currently. Budget requirements are $37,500 
per month. 

An integral part of the financial structure, is the Re
solve Plan covering the Shrine Construction work, and 
Temple Landscaping. This plan was developed in com
pliance with the wishes of the delegates at the last Con
vention. Responses are very disappointing. It ,vas esti
mated that if 2,000 Baha'is responded to the Resolve 
Plan, in appropriate categories, we could reach the goal. 
To date, instead of 2,000 responses, we have less than 500. 

In conclUSion, one word seems important. Some of the 
friends have felt that when they send funds directly to 
the Guardian in response to his gracious permj ssion to 
do so, th!s has fulfilled their obligations for the Shrine of 
the Bab construction work. That is not the case. The 
American Baha'is have assumed collectively, responsi
bility for payment of the marble contracts being executed 
in Italy, amounting to $207,000 inclnding freight charges, 
and $20,000 for steel and sash contracts. Of this total of 
$227,000 for which we have assumed obligation, $30,000 
was paid last year, leaving approximately $200.000 to be 
met by the friends collectively, through the national 
treasury. The only way this can be done, i. by Contribu
tions from the friends, and payment of Resolve Plan ob
ligations. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 

BaM'i Holy DaYil • ~ .. ,. 
The Guardian's Message 

This statement by Shoghi Effendi was sent in a letter 
dated July 7, 1947, through his secretary, and has ap
peared twice in Baha'i News since its receipt by the 
National Spiritual Assembly, that all believers may 
be inIormed. 

"He wishes also to stress the fact that, according 
to the Baha'i laws, work is forbidden on our nine 
Holy Days. Believers who have independent businesses 
or shops should refrain from working on these days. 
Those who are in government employ should, on re
ligious grounds, make an effort to be excused from 
work; all believers, whoever their employers~ should 
do likewise. If the government or other employers re
fuse to grant them these days off, they are not re
quired to forfeit their employment, but they should 
make every effort to have the independent status of 
the Faith recognized and their right to hold their own 
religious Holy Days aclmowledged." 

The nine Holy Days listed on the back of the calendar 
distributed each year by the Publishing Committee are: 

The first day of Rio;lvan 
The ninth day of Rio;lv;m 
The twelfth day of Rio;lvan 
The Anniversary of the Declaration of the Bab 
The Anniversary of the Birth 01 Baha'u'Uilh 
The AllDiversary 01 the Birth of the Bab 
The Anniversary of the Ascension of Baha'u'lIi1b 
The Anniversary of the Martyrdom of the Bab 
The Feast of Naw-Riiz. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITtTAL ASSEMBLY 
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Interior Ornamentation, 
BaIui.'i Honse of Worship 

In this issue of BahB'! News appear the first photo
graphs of the Temple interior as it appears after com
pletion of the contracts begun in 1949. 

The permanent seats will be installed later during 
the early autumn of the present year. 

In reterring to a "completed interiorH the friends 
understand that what has actually been completed are 
the main contracts. Certain supplementary contracts or 
installations t for example, draperies at the windows, 
may be undertaken later. 

When, however, the workmen left the building toward 
the end of July, a great milestone of progress had 
been achieved. 

Plans for landscaping the grounds will be presented 
as soon as they are developed to a definite stage. 

The National Spiritual Assembly designated August 
11 as a special day for Wilmette residents to inspect 
the interior, and the photographs reproduced here were 
taken for use in the local paper, Wilmette Life, which 
featured the invitation. The statement prepared for the 
Wllmette paper made it clear that the Temple will not 
be formally opened for public services until 1953. 

The providing of newspaper releases and photographs 
of the interior for use throughout the country is the 
work of the Public Relations Committee. 

-NATIONAL SPJRlTUAL ASSEMBLY 

View from _ gallery. TIle horizontal omameDlatiOIl .... 
ciftlles Ute centl'a) area, fonning arches tOl' the alooves and 
raiJlag fol' 'Ute pJJery. The vertical ornamentation carries up 
abe supporting columns to the cil'cum'ereRCe of the dome.
Photo by Harvey ste1rens. 

Thls- photocraph taken from first pllery, showinc contlmaallCe 
of vertical columns to base of dome, and a. view of the dome 
ol'DlLmentation.-Photo by Harve,. Steffens 

View across main noar 01 Temple auditorium after comple
tion of the contracts begun in 1949'. The seats a.re to be ins1aUec1. 
a. little later. and the DiDe texts are sti1I to be set in place in Ole 
alcoves. Visitors are deeply impressed by the majestic Interior 
of tbe Baha'i House of Worshlp.-Photo by Harvey Steft'ens. 
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The Question of Economy 
in Local Plans and Activities 

Every local Assembly has become aware of the ur
gent need for economy in its use of Baha'i funds in order 
to serve the greater international and national under
takings of the Faith until 1953. 

There seems, however, to be a difference of view as 
to how the principle of economy applies. The question 
has been already raised: Shall we give up our local 
center? 

The National Spiritual Assembly wishes to reassure 
the friends that economy by no means implies a total 
cessation of expenditures. 

For example, a local center may be essential for the 
maintenance of the unity of the friends. It may be 
required for Nineteen Day Feasts, Annive-rsaries and 
study classes, as well as for holding public meetings. 

The first obligation of an Assembly is to keep the 
community intact, and provide for the observance of 
the various community activities. The second obliga
tion is to teach, to spread the Message, to publicize 
t1ie Faith.· 

.' Wise economy can be exercised in fulfilling the second 
obligation, but nothing should be permitted to pre"\;'ent 
the Assembly from observing its first duty. 

In the true, organic sense, economy means the ad4 
justment of means to ends. The ends, or aims, of our 
current activities have been greatly enlarged, to in4 
elude the Shrine and the World Center. Therefore, our 
means must be increased, our sense of obligation 
strengthened, our self4sacriflce intensified, so that a 
greater flow of funds can be maintained. 

A man attempting to repay a debt cannot economize 
on food 'or shelter, because to do so will deplete his 
strength and frustrate his purpose. 

In each local community the conditions are unique. 
Every Assembly must weigh its obligations and oppor
tunities, and seek wisdom to make the right decision. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Preparation of Youth iu Study 
of the Will and Testament 

The recent Con ven tion discussed the need to a s sure 
the proper preparation of Baha'i youth for enrollment 
by thorough tmderstanding of the Master's Will and 
Testament. 

Since the Baha'i youth attains voting right on reach
ing the age of twenty-one, without further declaration 
of faith or particular obligation to study, it is evident 
that prior to youth dedication at the age of fifteen, 
the Will . and Testament must be expounded. 

Therefore, the National Spiritual Assembly, acclaim
ing the ardor of the youthful generation, expresses 
the conviction that those who prepare the youthful ap
plicant will be faithful to their responsibility. 

The local Assembly and the Regional Teaching Com
mittee, the two agencies which countersign and trans
mit enrollment cards to the National Administtative 
Headquarters are to take whatever steps are necessary 
to insure that the youth understands what the full text 
of the Will and Testament means. 

The Will and Testament has been described and an~ 
alyzed by the Guardian, so that its vital place in the 
literature of the Faith is apparent to all, and its funda
mental points can be clearly explained. 

The National Assembly likewise suggests that the 
declaration of faith made by Baha'i youth should be
come an occasion of joy and spiritual significance. Not 
ritualism but awareness by the Assembly and com
munity, and their intense interest, will make the event 
outstanding in the experience of youth. 

-NATIONAL .Spmrru."L AsSEMBLY 

BaM'i Draftees 
to Seek Baha'i Status 

The National Spiritual Assembly wishes to emphasize 
once more the important matter of the obligation of' 
Baha'is called to serve in the military forces of their 
cotmtry_ 

First, it is incumbent upon the believers to apply 
for non4combatant status in conformity with the Guard~ 
ian's directions. There is no chO-ice in this matter~ 

The B aha' i cannot decide whether ~r not to comply, be
cause the BahitJi way to act has been established for 
us all by our highest spiritual authority. 

The second duty is for the believer to request religious 
identification as a Baha'i, not as a Protestant, Catholic 
or Jev..'. The Baha'i Faith is included in the U. S. Census 
as a separate religion, and the military authorities 
have given permission for the use of the Baha'i symbol 
on the headstone of believers buried in military ceme
teries. 

If the individual believer making effort to obtain Baha'i 
status encounters any difficulty? he may apply to the 
National Spiritual Assembly for advice and assistance. 

The Youth Committee, local Assemblies and Regional 
Teaching Committees can promote unity of understand
ing and solidarity of action by impressing these duties 
upon Baha'i youth. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Directory Additions and Changes 
Local Spiritu'al Assembly Secretaries: 

Geneva, New York 
Mrs. Nancy Grammar, Secretary 
14 Elm wood PI. 

Regional Teaching Committees: 
Alaba.ma 

Mr. Count Harvey, Ch'lirman 
Mrs. Rose Brown, Secretary 
988 First St., No. 
Birmingham, Ala. 

Texa.s 
Mr. Edward Gray, Chairman 
Mrs. Mary Rublee, SecrE'tary 
118 W. Malone 
San Antonio, Texas 

National Committees: 
Service to the Blind 

Mrs. Alethe Hogberg, Secretary 
5540 Marburn Ave. 
Los Angeles 43, Calif. 

National Baha'i Administrative Headquarl~l's, 536 Sheridan 
Road, Wilmette, Illinois. 

National Treasurer, 112 Linden Avenue~ Wilmette, Dlinoos. 
Ba.ha'i Publishing Committee, 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 

IUinois. 
Baha'i :Vews Editorial OfJice-see noUce eJsewhere in this 

issue. 
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International News 
News from Africa Committee 

The total number of American believers who have 
volunteered for pioneer work in Africa has now risen 
to 23. In this group there are a number of believers with 
technical and professional skill which should be much in 
demand in Africa. Some skills represented are in the 
field of engineering, nutrition? physical therapy, agricul~ 
ture, animal husbandry, etc. 

The Committee is vigilantly pursuing aU possible 
avenues to assure the early departure of some of these 
friends to the Africa area. 

The Guardian's communications have indicated that 
"speedy, resolute action" is desired from both the 
American and British Committee. The American Com
mittee is striving to get pioneers into Mrica by the 
Fall and we have written the Beloved Guardian advising 
him of our plan and requesting his prayers. 

Since our last item the Guardian has extended the 
scope of the project by assigoing specific areas to 
certain Assemblies which are to be supplementary to 
the main project now being supervised by the British. 
As matters now stand the United States of America 
has Liberia; India has Zanzibar and Madagascar; Per
sia has Somaliland, Nyassaland, and Northern Rho
desia; and Egypt has Libya and Algeria. 

Five Baha'is left England for Dar-es-Salaam in June. 
This brings the strength of the British group now 10-
c ated in East Africa to 7 believers. 

The Committee also wishes to report that Mr. Wil
liam Foster, our first African volunteer, has received 
a beautiful and inspiring letter from the Guardian which 
is being published in this issue of Bahd1i News. 

One member of the Africa Committee, Mrs. Ethel 
Stephens, attended the Institute on Contemporary Africa 
which was conducted by Northwestern University 
during July. The objectives of this Institute were par
ticularly interesting to the committee. 

The Institute was given to impress the largest pos
sible group with the political, social, economic and 
cultural importance of Africa; to encourage interest 
in the traditions. culture, history and eUmic concerns 
of Africa as a logical area for American scholarship, 
and to develop a corps of specially qualified persons 
who can interpret the complex dynamic situation of 
contemporary Africa to Americans concerned with Af
rican affairs. 

The Committee representative brought back valuable 
material from this course which was made available 
to various persons handling African programs in the 
Summer Schools and is available to the Assemblies 
wishing to conduct such programs. 

In addition to the course given by Mr. Matthew Bul
lock at the International School in Colorado in July, 
the committee reports that LouheUen Baha'! School also 
conducted two Institutes for prospective pioneers; one 
for Senior Youth and one for young adults. Mr. Robert 
Wolff of Michigan who has volunteered for pioneer 
service was in charge of these institutes. Emphasis on 
Africa was also given through at least one workshop 
meeting in which Mr. Ernest Welsing, Mr. Larry Hautz, 
Mr. Matthew Bullock, Mr. Elsworth Blackwell and Mr. 
John Robarts were contributors. 

The British Africa Committee reports that the Twi 
translation of an Mrican pamphlet has now been com
pleted. Our committee will have available certain Af
rican pamphlets for those who have contacted African 
students who speak those languages. When the pamph
lets arrive the committee will make the announcement 
in Bahd'i News. 

Another U. S. Africa Bulletin will be ready in Sep
tember. 

"The stage is set. The hour is propitious. The signal 
is sounded. Bahit'u'llilh's spiritual battalions are moving 
into position ... .'J 

-U. S. AFRICA TEACHING CoMMTITDl 

News from Britain 
One of the three goals of the British Two Year Plan 

is to consolidate the Communities established by the 
end of the Six year Plan which finished in 1950. Most 
of these are still very weak in numbers; indeed, some 
have been reduced to fewer than nine members since 
Ridvan of this year, so that a big task of consolida
tion has to be faced in the next two years, besides 
the immense tasks in Africa. A Consolidation Com. 
mittee and four Teaching Committees have been ap
pointed to help the Community achieve this goal. These 
will be guided by two principles regarded as funda
mental to their task by the British National Assembly: 
(1) Recognitlon of the spiritual status of Local Spiritual 
Assemblies, and (2) Seeking to foster their sen.e of 
responsibility as "Trustees of the Merciful" for the 
believers in their communities. Extensive teaching tours 
have been carried out recently by Mrs. Hutchison Smith 
from Australia, Mrs. Marion Little from Italy, and 
Professor Zeine, a temporary member of the British 
Community. 

June and July have seen an efflux of pioneers to 
Africa -no fewer than eight set out from Britain during 
these months, four of whom came from Persia. Progress 
has also been made with the third goal of the British 
Two Year Plan, the translation of Baha'i literature into 
several African langoages. The Guardian has given 
permission for pioneers to be sent to Kenya in addition 
to the goal territories of the Two Year Plan, and the 
British friends hope it may be possible for them also 
to send at least one pioneer to each of the British 
colonial territories to which the Guardian ha s. instructed 
the Persian and Indian Baha'is to send pioneers, for 
he has said that any assistance given to these projects 
will be deeply appreciated. The contribution of the 
British Community to the Africa Project should be 
hastened by an important cable from the Guardian 
in which he urges them: "Aware urgency task? act 
speedily, resolutely, despatch without delay volunteers, 
settle pioneers, disseminate literature, initiate teaching 
activities, establish fruitful contacts, ensure steady en
rolment fresh recruits amongst tribes! races far.f1ung 
virgin territories." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMM.Y 

OF 'I'HI!l BAHA'is OF THE BRITISH ISL&5 

Meso America and the Antilles 
The principle consideration in the plans of the National 

Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'!s of this area is to follow 
as closely as possible the three points of importance 
mentioned in the Guardian's cables to the new Latin 
American Conventions. 
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Considerable attention is being paid to stressing the 
need throughout the area of a much greater under· 
standing of the administration of the Faith. Local as· 
semblies are being taught, by means of the National 
Teaching Committee and the Baha'i Bulletin to acquire 
a much higher concept of their own importance as 
governing bodies. They are being groomed slowly but 
surely to realize that they are not merely groups of 
nine people gathered together in a purely spiritual unity, 
but nine members of a governing body, gathered to
gether to maintain order and peace in their own commu
nities, resolve their problems through the medium of 
prayer and consultation and to devise effident ways and 
means of spreading the Faith in the territory under their 
immediate jurisdiction. 

A two-year plan is being evolved by the Assembly, 
based on the Guardian's three points and outlining defi
nite steps to be taken along those lines. 

The committee in charge of the incorporation of the 
National AssemblY continues to work on the project. 
Difficulty has been encountered in the choosing of an 
official name for the Assembly, since so many geograph
ical and political entities are amalgamated under the jur
isdiction of one national governing body. 

The National Teaching Committee planned a schedule 
for the interval between Assembly meetings, and pio
neer teachers are at work in Jamaica, Cuba and Hon
duras, along with resident pioneers in EI Salvador, 
Puerto Rico and Costa Rica. Each community has been 
studying lesson four of the Divine Plan, under the guid
ance of teachers appointed from each community. A 
new schedule is being mapped out for the next trimester, 
subject to the approval of the National Assembly at 
its meeting on July Z7. . 

The Public Relations Committee has prepared ex
cellent radio talks, press releases, and anniversary cele
bration material. 

At this writing the Bultetin is on the press, a special 
edition of fourteen pages giving ample coverage to the 
Convention, and including important .educational items, 
as well as news. 

-NAl1ONAL SPmrruAL ASSEM"BLY 

OF THE' BAHA'is OF MESO AMERICA 

AND THE ANTILLES 

Report April 21, to July 15, 1951 

South America 
South America is approximately 4000 air miles from 

tip to toe; 2500 air miles wide from Lima, Peru to 
Bahia, Brazil. The National Spiritual Assembly of South 
America has three members on the East coast, three 
on the West coast, one member in the extreme North, 
one in the Southernmost city, and one in the heart 
of the continent. For the six members living outside 
of Lima, Peru, a total of 11,000 miles must be traversed 
(as the crow flies). This will give our friends an idea 
of the distance to be traveled in order that the nine 
members meet. 

But how confident we have been made of the guidance 
of Bahi'u'llah! All nine members were able to stay for a 
ten-day session immediately after the convention. In 
July we were able to have a quorum because facilities 
for less expensive travel were obtained; and we pray 
that these same facilities will be forthcomjng in Novem
ber for all nine members to come together. 

The National Teaching Committee began immediately 
after the convention to prepare a study course, "This 
Our Year of Dedication," based on the three goals that 
our beloved Guardian has set for us this year. Briefly 
they are Consolidation of the MO new National Spiritual 
Assemblies, stimulation of the propagation of the Teach
ings, enrichment of the spiritual life and deepening in 
the knowledge of the Faith. 

These mimeographed courses will reach the ten South 
American countries in time for their Regional Insti
tues in September. We pray that through this medium 
there will be brought to all the South American coun
tries some of the inspirational moments experienced at 
the convention as well as definite plans to carry through 
to victory the Guardian's goals for us. 

The National Youth Committee has sent out a call to 
the Baha'i Youth in all the Baha'i communities of Soufu 
America to form Baha'i Youth Groups, and also Amity 
clubs in order to contact more youth. They have written 
letters to all the National Youth Committees in the 
WOrld, soliciting their bulletins and asking -for sugges
tions in order that they may be equipped to give to the 
youth of South America the wider vision of the Cause 
they serve. 

The National Indian Teaching Committee has reported 
that they have requested a survey to be made in all the 
count~es of South America in order to gain a knowledge 
of Indlan culture, language, etc., in each area. The 
headquarters for the Indian work is in Ecuador. They 
have already made a complete survey of their own 
country and reported that the Administration of Census 
and Literacy have offered to help them to start literacy 
classes among the Indians. The National Indian Teach
ing Committee plans -in this way to form a link that will 
lead to giving this noble race the worldwide message 
of Baha'u'Il3:h. 

The Baha'i Community of La Paz, Bolivia offered a 
sum of money to be used for literature for the Indians. 
The National Spritual Assembly has voted that this sum 
be used to get the simple story of the Faith in two In
dian languages, Aymara and Quecbua, thus carrying 
out the desire of the Guardian in a letter written by 
R. Rabbani, dated November 17, 1945, "He thinks it 
would be an excellent idea to translate some of the 
teachings into the native Indian language." 

Egypt and the Sudan: 
National Electiou 

At the 28th Convention of the Baha'is of Egypt and 
the Sudan, held from April 28 to 30, 1951, the following 
National Spiritual Assembly was elected: 

Mohammed Mostafa Soliman, Chairman; Iskandar 
Hanna, Vice-Chairman; Ali Hussein Ruhi, Secretary; 
Sobhi Elias, Treasurer. 

Members: Dr. Rochan Yazdi, Abdul Fattah Sabri, 
Abdul Rahim Yazdi, Hussein Amin Bikar, Mostafa Sa
lim. 

An epoch-making step in Baha'i administration was 
the granting to local assemblies the right to include 
women in their membership. Four assemblies in their 
elections promptly took advantage of this more inclu
sive policy: Cairo, Alexandria, Port Said and Khartoum. 

The Egyptian Assembly is entering again into the 
publication of books, as the ban on Baha'i literature 
has been lifted. 



BAHA'i NEWS 7 

European Teaching Conference 
and Summer School 

The Fourth European Teaching Conference and its 
attendant Summer School will be held not in Rome 
but in Scheveningen on the outskirts of The Hague. 
This change, in location only, is due to reasons outside 
of the control of the European Teaching Committee. 
Committee member attending the Conference will be 
Miss Edna True. Now pioneering in the Netherlands 
are Eleanor Hollibaugh and Rita Van Sombeek. 

On her way home from the Conference Miss Edna 
True plans to visit the communities of Barcelona, Ma
drid and Lisbon. In Lisbon Mrs. Dorothy Baker will 
be visiting her daughter and son-in-law, Hubert and 
Louise Matthias, until the latter part of August. 

BeDeven rr.m En&t~, Persia. and IDdla, gaUlered together 
Ia Dar-es-salaam., TangallYika. 

American Teaching: 
A Touch of the Unusual 

Bah! 'is are becoming increasingly aware of the neces
sity for using every opportunity to make the ideals of 
their Faith known. 

When Mr. and Mrs. William Frey gave their new
boIn daughter the name Tahirih, they sent announce
ments to their friends and to the newspapers telling the 
story of the great Baha'i heroine. The Daity News of 
Springfield, Massachusetts, described the birth an
nouncement, outlined the career of 'fahirih, and quoted, 
"It should be of interest to the women of the U ni ted 
States that the first woman suffrage martyr was not 
a Westerner at ali, but this young woman poet of Iran 
. . . Tahirih." 

Baha?is from Chicago and Milwaukee have recently 
been invited. to participate in Inter·Faith radio broad
casts with large radio audiences. In Ann Arbor, the 
university radio station has asked the Dutch student. 
Robert Wolff, to take part on their program, "Radio 
Roundtable." Recently the program director as-ked his 
wife, former pioneer to Holland, Elinor Gregory, to 
take part on the program ~'How to Preserve Peace." 
The moderator asked her what her standpoint was as 
a Baha'i saying that she had traveled in Europe for 
the Cause and that the Baha'i World Faith was a 
religion that was daily increasing in importance and 
popularity. This program is sent to several countries 

by the "Voice of America." Students from Korea and 
Nigeria were on the same program and have since 
shown interest in the Faith. 

Anchorage iDirodllCe51 tile Faith 10 (,bousand51 via prile-wiJml.D" 
110&1 in Foorih-of-J" u1y parade. 

The Anchorage A.ssembly once again entered a float 
in the fourth of Juiy parade and won $35 in prizes. 
More important, 15,000 Alaskans were introduced to the 
names Saha 'u 'llah and Baha'i and to the concept 'lYe 
are all the leaves of one tree and the flowers of one 
garden." 

Members. 01 B'nai B'ritb. some of the Baba.tis of Beverly HUIs, 
California. and two officers of tbe IsraeU Navy (sectmd row. 
Iell and rlgM), at a meetin!r al which Mr. Rober! Powers 
(8M row, exirem.e .Ighl) was Ibe Baha'i cuesI speaker. 

The article in Life brought several members of the 
B'nai B'rith of Beverly Hills to the local World Religion 
Day celebration and to subsequent study class meetings. 
It also paved the way for a meeting at which Robert 
Powers was invited to speak on "The Baha'i World 
Faith" to 4(){) members of B'nai B'rith and their friends, 
among whom were two officers of the Israeli Navy. 
These young men told, informally. of their impressions 
of the beautiful Baha'i Shrines and gardens at Haifa. 
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South America 
The First Annual Convention 

The following excerpts from the official report of the 
Convention at Lima, bring us into a more immediate 
contact with that momentous event. 

"A stream of delegates and Baha'i friends from every 
country of the vast South American Continent converged 
April 22nd, 1951, upon Lima, Capital and garden city of 
Peru, to celebrate there the first annual Baha'i Con
vention of South America," wrote Larry Kramer. Sheila 
Rice-Wray and Dorothy Campbell, pioneers to Ecuador 
and Bolivia, who served as official reporters at the Con
vention. "In the flower-decked hotel in one of the love
liest sections of the city, the members of the Communi
ty of Lima, and their new daughter Community of 
Callao which had just elected its first assembly, wait
ing to' greet the friends with a welcoming reception 
and were hosts afterward at the beautiful RiQ,van Feast. 

uWith the a trnospbere prepared by a devotional period 
of readings from the Sacred Scriptures of Baha'u'lliih, 
Paul Haney, chairman of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the United States, formally opened the historic 
Convention the following morning." 

As soon as the Convention officers had been elected, 
the cable from the Guardian (which has appeared in, 
the June Bana'; News) waS studied, and the following 
reply was sent: 

"Assembled delegates, friends first South American 
Convention send loving greetings, ardent prayers, ap
preciation you inspiring cable. Treasure deeply gift 
blessed hair Baha'u'llah. Pledge wholehearted dedica
tion fulfill three~fold sacred responsibilities. Recognize 
tremendous opportwrlties new, broader phase evolution 
beloved Faith Latin America. Supplicate your contin
ued prayers." 

"Reverence enfolded the opening of the second day 
of the Convention," the reporters continued. "The de4 

votions raised us to a high plane of spirit, preparing 
us for the birih of our National Spiritual Assembly. 

"Paul Haney gave clear, concis.e instructions. on how 
to vote, stressing the importance of the occaSlon. the 
deep feeling of dedication, the high spiritual develop
ment and the full maturity necessary to attract the 
Divine confirmations. 

"Tellers were appointed, following which a prayer 
and then the words of the Guardian were read. Three 
of the delegates read prayers for assistance and guid
ance, and then there was complete silence. In t~at 
stillness we were aware that our prayers were bemg 
answered, the aid of the Supreme Concourse and of 
the Chosen Angels was descending upon us, for the 
room was filled with power-a power so great, so con
centrated in those few moments, that it seemed to press 
down upon us, and yet at the same time lifted us 
briefly into a rarified atmosphere of exaltation and joy. 
It was a soul-stirring experience. With the aid of that 
power was elected our first National Spiritual Assem
bly." 

"Despite distance, illness, and many other obstacles, 
25 of the 27 official delegates had participated in this 
epoch-making election-18 personally and 7 by mail," 

When the results of the election were announced (see 
Baha'i News, June, 1951) it was Ii moment of high 

dedication. "The faces of those who had just learned 
of their election showed shocked realization of their 
responsibility; tears of weakness welled up from withln 
and coursed down their faces, as all became aware 
of their burden. Edna True asked for th" Tablet of 
Ahmad-which brought assurance that we are not alone, 
th~t, although mere human beings could not possibly 
achieve that which must be attained, we have the prom
ise of God's unfailing assistance and infinite mercy." 

"While the tellers were counting the votes, Paul Haney 
spoke of the institution of the National Fund, the life
blood of the National Spiritual Assembly. He read the 
words of the Guardian addressed to the first National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United States and Canada, 
in which he says that contributing to the constant flow 
of funds is a sacred obligation of every conscientious 
follower of Baha'u'llah; that to provide sufficient funds 
for the vital work of the Cause of God, requires sac
rifice and privation on the part of all believers, but 
each individual must decide for himself what point 
constitutes sacrifice, nor must we lose sight of the 
fact that we are giving to Baha'u'llilh, so that His Cause 
may speedily triumph." 

Glimpses of the New National Assembly 
"I had often wondered, when I thought of the vastness 

of this continent," wrote Edmund J. Miessler of Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, "how it would be possible for a National 
Spiritual Assembly of South America to function, con
sult and help resolve the difficulties in Punta Arenas 
in the South, or in Caracas at the extreme North; about 
4,500 air miles apart; or in Lima, Peru on the Pacific 
coast and Bahia on the Atlantic coast, about 2600 air 
miles distant from each other: Yet, when we began 
laying the groundwork for the teaching activities during 
the first year 01 this new stage of our development, 
we found that one or more members of the newly elected 
NSA was personally acquainted and familiar with the 
situation in every Bah.3.'i Community or group on this 
vast continent. Through our consultation we were con
scious that 4'Ihere is a Power in this Cause far above 
the ken of men and angels'. The members of the NSA 
have virtually been chosen from the four corners of 
this continent: Punto Arenas, Chile; Montevideo, Uru
guay; Sao Paulo and Bahia, Brazil; Bogota, Colombia; 
Lima, Peru and Asuncion, Paraguay. 

"It is interesting to note the varying backgrounds 
of the mem bers~ Some are speakers and accustomed. 
to dealing with the public; some are pioneers who 
have had experience in organizing and preparing new 
communities; some are native believers, who have 
surged forward because of their love and intense en
thusiasm for the Faith. Some of them have developed 
more in spiritual aspects of the Teachings; others have 
developed more their administrative characteristics, 
while still others strike a balance. The newly elected 
assembly met during a period of nine days with full 
membership and the tenth day with a quorum present. 
Daily sessions continued from six to ten hours. There 
was born immediately a spirit of loving unity! oneness 
of purpose, a realization of the great tasks which lie 
before us, and confidence that, through the guidance 
of Baha'u'llah and the loving counsel of our Guardian, 
the new goals will be reached and the newly formed 
foundations will be strengthened." 
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Central America, Mexico and the Antilles 
Some Comments on the First Convention 

"Mrs. Dorothy Baker, vice-chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United States and chairman 
of the Inter-America Committee, and Horace Holley, 
corresponding secretary of the National Assembly, 
served. as special representatives of that sponsoring 
As sem bly to our Convention," wrote Miss Mary Binda, 
official reporter of the Central American Convention. 
"Mrs. Baker said that the birth of our Assembly syn
chronizes with very significant events in the Holy Land, 
because this year we have the first International Baha'i 
Council, the chairman of which, Mason Rerney, and the 
vice-chairman, Mrs. Amelia Collins, have contributed 
so much toward our own victory. 

'"'She explained that we do not belong to the individual, 
local or national area of development, but to the inter
national Baha'i world," and she added, 'The National 
Assembly of the United States now delivers the Mas
ter's magnificent Divine Plan for the West into your 
capable and efficient hands, and the next stage will 
be to awaken the sleeping giant of the Occident through 
your new-born organization.' 

"The Convention of the Baha'is of Central America, 
Mexico and the Antilles, was in a way, the flowering 
of the preceding Teaching Congresses and Schools, 
which, feeble and immature at times in their earlier 
stages j evolved at last to magnificent degrees of pre
paratory experience in consultation," Dorothy Baker 
reported. "As recently as February 18, 1951, our Guar
dian wrote through his secretary: 'There is perhaps 
DG- single activity...which. stimulates, Baha'is more than 
to be able to consult with believers from other com
munities and cotultries. It seems to attract an almost 
electrical discharge, if One can put it that way, of 
spiritual power and inspiration; and the repercussions 
go out into each Baha'i life and create new activity 
in the service of the Cause.' How a pparen t wa s that 
'electrical discharge of spiritual power and inspiration.' 
as the friends of God gathered April 22, in Panama 
City, to cement their relationship of dedication to the 
purposes of the Guardian and to plan their first of
ficial acts in his behalf. 

"The Spirit of Unity, so pre-eminently manifested 
throughout this historic occasion, was deeply reflected 
in the election of the first Central American National 
Spiritual Assembly. Out of the 'rarified atmosphere' 
engendered by the profoWld, prayerful silence of the 
election period, appeared a miracle in western inter
na tionaIism of which all were conscious, when the 
names were read of those nine servants of the Covenant, 
selected as the first members of that august body. Gone 
were the old feelings of boundary separation, of psy· 
chological differences, of divided race patterns, as four 
Latins, one 'Vest Indian and four North Americans 
arose, when called forward by the Convention chair
man, to testify to their dedication to their new tasks. 

"As the Convention neared its close, we became aware 
that every heart seemed intangibly bound to Haifa; 
localism appeared gone forever, We parted knowing 
that even now theirs was a natural ass.imilation of 
their new rela tion ship to the World Center, presa ging 
the final flowering of yet another Mighty Pillar of the 
Universal House of Justice." 

uApril 24th was the close of the Convention," Miss 

Binda reported, "and that night was dedicated to the 
Guardian. Each delegate received as a memento a 
little transparent envelope filled by Mrs. Amelia Col
lins with fragrant flowers which had lain in the Holy 
Shrine. Mrs. Baker explained that Mrs. Collins was a 
guest of Shoghi Effftndi, the Guardian. and that, at 
his request, she had recently brought back with her 
two locks of the blessed hair of Baha'u'llah, his gift 
to the new National Spiritual Assemblies of Central and 
South America. So that we could more fully realize 
the wonderful sharing of the holy hair of Baha'u'Il3.h, 
there were read to us a few lines of the Guardian's 
recent statement: 

,~ 'I cannot at this juncture· overemphasize the sacred
ness of that Holy Dust embosomed in the heart of the 
vineyard of God.' 

"Arrangements were made for all the Baha'is present 
to view the lock: of hair sent by the Guardian. It had 
been laid upon a bit of lace sent by Mrs. Viva Lismore 
of Cuba. and enshrined in a silver frame provided by 
Mrs. Cora Oliver of Panama. The fragrant setting of 
flowers was arranged by Miss Mabel Sneider of the 
Canal Zone, The friends were deeply impressed as 
they silen tiy viewed a bit of the actua 1 physical Being 
of Baha'u'lHth, a thing which has never before been 
possible in the history of God's Holy Prophets." 

"In my opinion, the highlights of the Convention (Pan
ama. April 22-24, 1951) were two-fold," wrote Matthew 
Bullock, pioneer to Haiti: "first, the orderliness of the 
Convention, and second, the apparent spirituality of the 
delegates. 

"The "Convention wa.s .made .up of delegates of se..veral 
racial strains. Some were of Anglo·Saxon backgrotuld, 
some Italian, Some French, some Spanish, some Indian, 
some Negro; and some represented two or more of the 
above races combined. Some spoke English, some 
French, but the great majority of them ·spoke only 
Spanish. However, notwithstanding the great difference 
in language and racial strains, the bus.iness of the 
Convention was transacted in peace and harmony, with 
no dissension or trouble of any sort. Love prevailed. 

"Some of the delegates were adults of middle age. 
but most of them were what one would call young 
adults. However, in spite of this age difference, there 
seemed to be perfect understanding- among then:-. Three 
of the persons ~lected to the new National Spiritual 
Assembly were not even delegate~ to the Convention, 
but were present as visitors or functionaries. 

"The reason for the orderliness and harmony of the 
Convention was, it seemed to me, the spirituality of 
the delegates. I have said that most of the delegates 
were young adults. But these were unusual young 
people; they were young people of deep spirituality. 
When they spoke, one knew that they were indeed 
earnest, and when they prayed, deep emotion was gen
erated in those who heard them. It has been a long 
time since I participated in a Baha'i meeting of any 
kind, where there semed to me to be such consecration 
and dedication to the Cause of Rahatu'llah." 

The National Spiritual Assembly 

"The entire Convention in Panama in 1951, revolves 
around one central event of immeasurable magnitude, 
and can be described only in the light of this: the 
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election of the first National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Central America, Mexico and the Antilles," 
declared Artemus Lamb, pioneer to Costa Rica and 
delegate from that country to the Convention. 

uTo the 25 delegates from Panama, Costa Rica, Nic
aragua, Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Cu
ba, Haiti, the Dominican RepubliC, Puerto Rico and 
Jamaica, n he continued, Has well as to the visitors from 
the United States who attended, and most especially 
to those, who had the priceless privilege of forming 
part of this new administrative unit of the New World 
Order of Baha'u'llah, it was made strikingly evident 
that the formation of a new National Baha'i Spiritual 
Assembly is a Divine Creation, the birth of a new 
organism, an ev~t in which the believers, however 
great may be their capacity, are only instruments used 
by Baha'u'llah to fulfil] His preordained purpose. Their 
lives, even their wills, are seized by Him at this mo
ment, and for several glorious and awe-inspiring days 
personalities are effaced, even names disappear, and 
all become indissoluble parts of one great whole, each 
finding indescribable delight and joy in this supreme 
experience. One is afforded an all too brief glimpse of 
the ineffable joy that is in store for the human race, 
wben the true unity becomes established in the world, 
which God has sent Bah,,'u'llilh to bring about. 

uBefore the election, one wondered where nine be
lievers could be found, capable of the responsibility of 
being members of the new National Spiritual Assembly; 
how could the members possibly get together to meet 
during the coming year? Where were the financial re· 
sources gomg to come from? How could this vast terri· 
tory, composed of so many and so diverse peoples, 
possibly be organized into a functioning unit of the 
Bah,,'i World Community? Humanly, the task was im
possible, but 'with God all is possible.' After the elec
tion was over, it all seemed so simple that one wondered 
why one had not thought in the first place. of the 
people elected to the new Assembly, for theTe were 
nine people ready, willing and fit to serve. 

"As the new Assembly convened throughout the rest 
of the days of the Convention and Teaching Congress, 
which followed, difficulties vanished in thin air as mist 
before the sun and all appeared both possible and prac
tical. By departure time, officers had been elected 
the National Office ~stablished in Panama, a budget 
set up, national committees appointed and their duties 
outlined and general plans approved, provision had 
been made for five meetings of the National Spiritual 
Assembly in different parts of the territory during the 
year, and all essential details worked out for the func
tioning of the machinery of this newly born unit of 
Baha'u'llah's World Order. It must be said, however, 
that an indispensable factor was the wise, loving and 
patient guidance and counsel of Horace Holley and 
Dorothy Baker, secretary and vice-chairman respect
ively of the National Spiritual Assembly of the United 
States. As they them""lves expressed it: 'Our beloved 
Guardian has been teaching us in the U ni ted states 
Baha'i Administration for tbe past 25 years. Our pur
pose now is to pass on whatever we have learned in 
order to save him and you the necessity of having 
to go all through the same process again.' It 

Light Over Mrica 
Geyserville Baha'i Sehool Program 

A platform banked with palms, grasses and flowers, a 
map of tbe "Dark Continent," a display of books about 
Africa, a movie screen-this was the setting for the 
Africa Program in the Hall of Geyserville School, July 
25, 1951. 

The Chairman, Norman Gauerke, opened the program 
with the Prayer for All Nations. Then with the reading 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha's words, "The hearts of the Africans are 
a blank scroll ..... the program began t<> unfold in a 
swift and moving tempo. 

For color and a glimpse of the rich diversity of the 
land, Dr. Nichols reviewed the book "Africa Drums" 
by Richard St~ Barbe Baker; a short film, "Mamprusi 
Village," secured from the British Information Service, 
was shown; Mrs. Mori made a brief statement about 
peoples, economic and social conditions and history of 
the Dark Continent; and a recording of African music, 
"Africa Adventure," was played. 

A Tablet written by 'Abdu'l-Baha to Fanny Knobloch 
(read by Mr. Burke); excerpts from tbe Guardian's 
messages to the British National Convention, 1950 and 
to the NSA of the United states, July 5, 1950; and ex
cerpts from his cables of January 17, 1951 to the U.S. 
and of June 22, 1951 to the British NSA (read by Mrs. 
Aldridge) led to the opening of the map of the Dark 
Continent to show "Light Over Africa," a map highlight
ing the goal countries and the NSA's cooperating in this 
first international teaching program. 

There was brief mention of the Geyserville pioneers 
already committed to the Africa work; Mrs. Lisota told 
of Isabel Locke Sabri and Mrs. Seto told of Jessie Vander
ford. Then a progress report by Mrs. Mori brought up to 
date activities since the beginning of the project. 

The meeting closed with a prayer for teaching. 

Five of that group at Geyserville have now written to 
the U.S. Africa Teaching Committee stating their desire 
to pioneer or settle in Africa. This is one more expres· 
sion of that heightened awareness of the urgency of all 
our tasks emphasized in the Guardian's words-"Time 
is running short. . . . .. 

Baha'i Youth Camp 
Youth Camp at Green Acre was a most exciting 

adventure for the 50 youth and young adults who at
tended. Most important of all, the program achieved 
a spirit of cooperation, enthusiasm, and genuine hap
piness which prevailed throughout the two-week period 
of June 16 to 30. The joy of working, studying, and 
playing together was so great that true group conscious
ness was developed-a real Baha'i youth community. 

Our community was international, inter-racial, and 
inter.religious. Kimani Waiyaki came from Kenya 
ColonYt Africa. Billy Chen~ Katherine Hsia, and Hilda 
Yen Male were from China, Mary Jane Mikuriya a 
Japanese-American. Marie Hazard, a Quaker, Schach 
van Steenberg and Diane Grunert, Catbolics. There 
were several of Jewish and several of Persian ex· 
traction. We were a truly international family, and 
the spirit of kinship was strong and warm. 



Each morning, after devotions, arranged and pre
sented entirely by the youth, council meeting was held; 
at that time any and all matters were brought forth 
for consultation. Immediately thereafter the work groups 
went into action. A team of boys and girls worked 
with brush-hooks and axes to clear a way small trees 
and tmderbrush in front of the inn~ The tractor team 
cut and raked the tall, over-grown gra ss of the large 
grounds. The tree crew removed dead branches and 
vastly improved the trees around the inn. A team of 
girls was organized into a painting sq1J.ad which deco
rated in bright colors the porch and cottage furniture. 
Several who liked to sew made new drapes for the 
cottages. Other jobs accomplished included window 
washing, repairing chairs, hanging screens, repairing 
and installing new screens, replacing broken panes, 
building a ball diamond, repairing and painting the boat, 
etc., etc. The homely chores of group housekeeping in
cluded KP after each meal, sweeping and dusting the 
hall. and parlors of the inn, and tidying the rooms. 

After lunch, at 1:30, two study classes were held_ 
One of these .delved into a stndy of the Compilation 
on the Covenant and Administration. The other took 
np certain of the fundamentals of the Baha'i Faith, 
such as the history, living the life, and the principles. 
The last two days were used as a workshop in public 
speaking, and nine of the youth gave excellent talks 
on various aspects of the Faith. 

From 3 p.m. each day until dinner there were free 
hours for swimming, hiking, resting, writing letters, 
and deepening friendships. At beautiful Ogunquit 
Beach many afternoons were spent in bathing and 
sunning. 

After dinner there were frequent baseball games, 
followed by rich and varied evening programs. Kimani 
Waiyaki told us about the life, religion, culture; and 
politics of Kenya Colony. Bill Wold explained the World 
Federalist Movement. Kenneth Christian gave a fine 
presentation of the Baha'i Program for World Order. 
Hilda Yen Male and Mildred Mottahedeh told of in
ternational developments within the United Nations. 
Bill Sears entertained us with anecdotes of Baha'I pio
neering and had us "holdng our sidesu in mirth. Films 
were shown on various subjects. There was a dance 
Saturday night and cook-out at the beach another time. 
There was much more, of course. 

A workshop in Administration, during which a prac
tice Local Spiritual Assembly was elected, was an im
portant feature. This LSA elected its officers and took 
up matters related to the running of the camp. 

There was a special course in social relationships 
for youth, including five films on "Marriage for 
Moderns" and one on drinking. Interesting and helpful 
discussions developed from each of these films. 

The spirit of service was prevalent throughout as 
we used our hands to serve Baha 'u'llah. Here was more 
than lip service to the great Baha'i ideals of unity, 
good-will, and cooperation. In active work projects im .. 
portant physical changes were created_ In the study 
classes and fireside meetings knowledge of the Faith 
was increased. In hours of recreation and sports, fun 
and friendships were developed. Green Acre is more 
beautiful for the effort of the youth, for the love they 
have invested. But especially Green Acre has brought 
strong renewal of dedication to the Faith of Baha'u'llilh. 
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Living the Baha'i Life: 
Teaehing 

Be not grieved if thou performest it thyself alone. 
Let God be all-sufficient for thee. Commune intimately 
with His Spirit, and be thou of the thankful. Proclaim 
the Cause of thy Lord unto all who are in the heavens 
and on the earth. Should any man respond to thy call, 
lay bare before him the pearls of the wisdom of the 
Lord, thy God, which His Spirit had sent down unto 
thee, and be thou of them that truly believe. And should 
any one reject thine offer, turn thou away from him, and 
put thy trust and confidence in the Lord, thy God, the 
Lord of all worlds. 

BW'tr'LLAH .. Gleanings, p. 280 

It is known and clear that today the unseen divine 
assistance encompasseth those who deliver the Message. 
And if the work of delivering the Message be neglected, 
the assistance shall be entirely cut off, for it is impos
sible that the friends of God could receive assistance 
uoless they be engaged in delivering the Message. Under 
all conditions the Message must be delivered, but with 
wisdom. If it be not possible openly, it must be done 
quietly_The friends should be engaged in educa ling the 
souls and should become instruments in aiding the world 
of humanity to acquire spiritual joy and fragrance. For 
example: If every one of the friends (believers) were 
to establish relations of friendship and right dealings 
with one of the negligent souls, associate and live wiUt 
him with perfect kindliness, and meanwhile through good 
conduct and moral behavior lead him to divine instruc
tion, to heavenly advice and teachings, surely he would 
gradually arouse that negligent person and would change 
his ignorance into knowledge. _ 

Souls are liable to estrangement. Such methods 
should be adopted that the estrangement should be first 
removed, then the Word will have effect. 

'AIIou'L-Bw, BaM'i World Faith, p. 385 

In short, 0 ye believers of God! Endeavor ye; so 
that ye may lake hold of every means in the promulga
tion of the religion of God and the diffusion of the fra
grances of God. 

'Aaou'x.-Bw, BaMi World Faith, p. 427. 

In Memoriam 
Death proffereth unto every confident believer the cup that 

is life indeed. It bestoweth JOT and is the bearer at gladness. 
It eonferreth the gift of everlasting life. Bahci'u'llAh 

Dr. Thomas Irish.. Kansas City~ Mo. July 8, 1951 
Mrs. Emma K. Gelles. Miami, Fla. July 28, 1951 
Mr. Artbur J. White, Harrison. Ark- July 29. 1951 

Marriages 
Los Angeles. Calif.. Miss Bella 50ndbelm (non-BaM'/) to 

Mr. George F. Dodge (date not reported) 
Geneva, N. Y., Miss Nancy Gates to Mr. Wllliam R. Gram· 

mar, Jr. (non-Bah8.'O June 30. 1951 
West Englewo~ N.J .• Mrs. Marion Clark to- Mr. Walter 

Goodfellow, July 1, 1951 
west Englewood, N.J., Miss June Kelsey to Mr. Jack W. 

Remignanti, June 3, 1951 
San Francisco, Calif., Mrs. Carol Holcombe to Mr. Leo 

Noah (non-Bahii'lJ July 29, 1951 
santa Monica, Calif., Miss Ruth L. Smith to Mr. Ca.rrell L. 

Gilmore (non·Baha.'n Aug. 4, 1951 
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"Be Guarded in Thy Speech" 
Dear Friends: 

Baha'u'llah has bestowed upon us such vast treasures 
that we well stand in awe, At times the very quantity of 
truth at our fingertips seems overwhelming. But as we 
season in faith and understanding, we can more easily 
see the various shafts of light which Baha'u'llfth has 
focused upon the problems and aspirations ·of mankind. 

Human speech and its constructive uses form one shaft 
of light directed at us. "Be fair in thy judgment and 
guarded in thy speech," Baha 'u'llah wrote to His young~ 
est son, the Purest Branch. "Be an ornament to the 
countenance of truth, a crown to the brow of fidelity ... " 

Well known, of course, is the admonition from the 
Hidden Words which is carved in the stone of the 
Temple: "Breathe not the sins of others so long as thou 
art thyself a sinner." And we are familiar with the warn
ings against back-biting. H ••• backbiting quencheth the 
light of the heart, and extinguisheth the life of the 
soul." But have we sufficiently explored the wealth of 
references to human speech? 

The importance of speech in human relations - "A 
kindJy tongue is the lodestone of the hearts of men: It 
is the bread of the spirit ... " cc .••• Should anyone 
among you be incapable of grasping a certain truth, or 
be striving to comprehend it, show forth, when convers
ing with him, a spirit of extreme kindliness and good
will. Help him to see and recognize the truth, with'lut 
esteeming yourself to be, in the least, superior to him, 
or to be possessed of greater endowments_" 

Restraint in speech - "He ... must wash away from 
the tablet of his heart every trace of pride and vainglory 
... observe silence and refrain from idle talk. For the 
tongue is a smoldering fire, and excess of speech a dead
ly poison." °Take heed, 0 people, lest ye be of them 
that give good counsel to others but forget to follow it 
themselves. The words of such as these, and beyond the 
words the realities of all things, and beyond these real
ities the angels that are nigh unto God, bring against 
them the accusation of falsehood." 

The foundation of character - "Beautify your tongues, 
o people, with truthfulness, and adorn your souls with 
the ornament of honesty." "Let truthfulness and courtesy 
be your adorning," "Truthfulnes,s i.'3 the foundation of 
all the virtues of the world of humanity." 

Consultation, the basis of just dealings - "'Vith the 
utmost friendliness and in a spirit of perfect fE>llowship 
take ye counsel together ... " "Gather ye together, and 
for the sake of God resoJve to root out whatever is 
the source of contention amongst you_" ". __ hold fast 
to the rope of Consultation ... for if matters be arranged 
otherwise, it will lead to discord and tumult." "The 
shining spark of truth cometh forth only after the clash of 
differing opinions." 

As we prepare ourselves spiritually for the strenuous 
teaching efforts ahead, let us meditate on this important 
subject of human speech. References in the teachings 
are many. As our understanding grows, our spiritual 
effectiveness win increase. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Publishing Annonncement 
The PromiSE:'d Day Is Come is avaHable again, through 

the Baha'i Publishing ComlIlittee. Owing to tremendous 
increases in printing and production costs since the Jast 
printing, the price is now $1.50 per coP;. 

Two Shall Appear. a religious~historical drama in five 
acts, by Mrs. Olivia Kelsey, depicts in brief form the 
ba ckground and some of the heroic events in the history 
of the Faith. 75c per copy, through the Bah:\'i Publishing 
Committee, 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Ill. 

The Child's Way 
The oneness of humanity has fewer applications more 

essential than the mutuality of parent and child. 
When adults and children are separate, without inner 

bonds of awareness, the oneness of mankind is stricken 
a fearful blow. All unities proceed when this unity pre~ 
vails. 

Our Child Education Committee issues a bulletin en. 
titled "The Child's V-lay," six copies a year, at subscrip
tion rate of $1.00. 

The National Spiritual Assembly highly endorses this 
magazine, which provides material for parent, teacher 
and child_ Baha'i parents (perhaps every adu1t Baha'i) 
are urged to obtain copies and become thoroughly fami
liar with their contents. 

Correspondence and subscriptions arc to go to the 
Editor. Mrs. Amy B. Dwelly, 9400 Euclid Ave. Suite 20, 
Cleveland 6. Ohio. 

Reprinting of 
"Commnnion with God" in Braille 

To meet increasing needs of blind Baha'is and in
quirers, a new reprinting of "Communion with God" in 
Braille has been completed. Due to the increased cost 
of reprinting, the price is now $.65 per copy. These 
pamphlets are bound in pajco covers and make unusually 
attractive gifts. They may be obtained, while they last, 
from 

BahA'i Service for the Blind 

61G North Oxford Avenue 
Los Angeles 4, Calif. 

Please send remittance with order. 
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Messages from the Guardian 
"Invite Valiant Co-Sharers in Holy 
""- . J. M . Pr " £lUterpn8e oln e m ayers 

A Message from the Guardian 

Announce (to) National Assemblies (of) East (and) 
West (that) hallowed, historic enterprise which pos
terity will hail (as) most befitting tribute by present 
generation (of) builders (of) embryonic World Order 
(of) Baha'u'llah (in) memory (of the) Prophet.Herald 
(of) Baha'i Dispensation (is) now entering new stage 
(of) development presaging (the) approaching year (of) 
,final consummation. 

Owing (to) magnitude (of) task undertaken, manifold 
responsibilities already shouldered (by) Baha'i com
munities (of) East (and) West, no further step beyond 
construction (of) Arcade, erection (of) crowning Parapet 
(was) originally. envisaged. Sudden unexpected wor
sening (of) international situation. necessity (to) effect 
economy, exigencies attending rise (of) World Admin
istrative Center (of) Faith impelled me subsequently 
(to) place contract (in) Italy (for) provision (of) stones 
required (for) both Octagon (and) Dome, leaving re
sumption (of) construction work (to) indefinite future 
date. 

Am nOW encouraged, owing response (to) recent call, 
(to) take eagerly anticipated decision (to) commence 
Octagon, first major unit (of) superstructure (of) 
sacred stately Edifice designed (to) support Drum (and) 
pave way (for) erection (of) Dome, last remaining 
unit (of) entire enterprise. Contract (of) approximately 
thirty thousand dollars (has) just (been) placed (in) 
Holy Land lor construction (of) Octagon including 
eight Pinnacles, following completion (of) structural 
work commenced last June. 

Further consignment hundred twenty tons, comprising 
lower part (of) Octagon (and) Pinnacles, four com
pleted Facades, Door, Window Frames (have) arrived 
(at) Port (of) Haifa. 

Invite valiant co-sharers (in) Holy Enterprise join 
me (in) prayers (for) its uninterrupted prosecution, 
(in) speedy fulfilment (01) hopes cherished (by) both 
BaM.'u'Jlah (and) 'Abdu'l-Baha (for) glorification (of) 
eternal restingplace (of) Primal Point (in) bosom (of) 
God's Holy Mountain. 

Haifa, Israel, 
August 24, 1951. 

A Most Blessed Privilege 
There can be no more blessed privilege on earth 

today than an invitation from the Guardian of the Faith 
of Baha'u'llah to join him in prayers for the "uninter
rupted prosecution" of the construction of the Shrine 

of the Bab. For his prayers and meditation are the 
world's sole link with the Manifestation of God, the 
sole source of protection, and the sale agency for the 
operation of divine guidance. 

In this cablegram Shoghi Effendi explains again his 
original intention of suspending construction with the 
Arcade and Parap€t. But now, encouraged by the flow 
of funds, he had been able to place a contract to con
struct the Octagon and Pinnacles. Meanwhile, the con
tracts for stones placed in Italy are going fonvard. The 
cost of these contracts in Italy is being met by the 
National Spiritual Assembly from contributions made 
under the new plan of Resolves. 

In a tim e of "unexpected worsening of the interna
tional situation" it is miraculous to witness this asser
tion of indomitable will, this challenge of a new crea
tion to the old order in dire straits . Now is the period 
of our uttermost self-sacrifice, the heart's blood poured 
forth by the Baha'is to assure the ultimate triumph of 
a Faith more loved than our own life. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEJv.IBLY 

The Guardian Appeals to 
Entire Community 

"Delighted (with) progress (01) manifold undertak· 
ings. Appeal to entire community (to) rise (to) beights 
(of) occasion (and) insure complete, glorious success." 

Haifa, Israel 
September 11. 1951 

-8HOGBI 

This message Irom the revered Guardian in his gra
cious but forceful response to a cablegram sent him 
by the N a tiona! Spiritual Assembly during its August
September meeting. In that cable the Assembly re
ported plans for the beginning of work on the Temple 
landscape design submitted by Mr, Hilbert Dahl and 
approved by the Guardian. At the same time the As· 
sembly felt it necessary to advise Shoghi Effendi that 
an appeal was being sent to every American Baha'i to 
maintain uninterrupted work on the vital current proj
ects. 

Here, then, in a few words the spiritual authority 
and power of the Head of the Faith addresses itself to 
the Baha'i community and associates itself with the 
appeal and explanation issued to mdividual Baha'is on 
September 7. 

Those who in spirit and in action responded to the 
National Spiritual Assembly in an hour of urgent need, 
-let them find inexpressible joy in the realization that 
they thereby demonstrate their love for the Faith and 
in that love are among the companions of the Lord of 
the Age. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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The Time of Testing 
Dear friends: 

As the shadows of world peril deepen, the light of 
faith can shine with a braver and brighter flame. In 
the darkness of chaos, men without faith think of them~ 
selves. Men with faith cherish the God-given light and 
hold it high for the help of those in darkness. 

Faith is a gift from God. If the gift is not appreciated 
and used, it is taken away. The light of faith must be 
actively fed. 

Men without faith act blindly and with no responsibil
ity to others. Men with faith have the responsibility of 
lighting the lives of others. To do this, the selfishness of 
fear must be replaced by active courage and sacrifice. 

Those who received the light of faith from the Bab 
knew that everything in life belonged to God. For God 
is the All-Possessing. They willingly gave everything for 
His sake. For God is the Best Beloved. They knew that 
money and possessions had their highest value in serv
ice to Him. For God is the Giver, the &Jurce of all life. 

The light of faith is given from one man to another 
only through sacrifice. The Bab gave His life. The Dawn
Breakers gave all they had, even their lives, in the 
path of service to the Beloved. Baha'u'llith suffered hu
miliation, imprisonment and exile. For four generations 
Baha'is walked the path of sacrifice. Their strength 
came from God Whom they loved above- all else. They 
kept alive the light of faith and enkindled others through 
sacrifice. Every hour and every day their faith was 
tested. For only the strong and the stout of heart can 
carry the light of faith. 

To us this gift of faith has come, when the darkness 
of men's evil makes the way most difficult. While 
hatred spreads, we are asked to draw together in love. 
A world-skeptical, sick and doubtful-watches us to 
see if our faith is real. When we complete the structure 
of Baha'u'llith's World Order, men will know that our 
faith is not mere words. They will know that our faith 
is greater than life itself. They will know that it is re
demption from evil and saI-vation from self. 

Our Temple is not a light hid under a bushel, but a 
beacon of hope enflaming the sky. The Shrine of the 
Bib is not a mere !itructure, but a center of power. 

And now the time of testing has come. While men 
lose themselves in hatred and forgetfulness, how will 
you act? Can you stand with Baha 'u'llah against scorn 
and skepticism? Can you share Baha'u'llahts vision 
against the expediency of the moment? Can you scorn 
comfort as He did? Can you so act that before God and 
men it may be said: A Baha'i so loves God that he 
acts constantly in faith for the salvation of all men. 

The world plunges toward destruction. Yet, in every 
part of the globe the Faith strides ahead. The World 
Center in Haifa increases daily in significance. The 
Temple attracts thousands. Everywhere, more attention 
turns to the Faith of Baha'u'llith. The threat of war re
qUires that we speed up our achievements. The Ameri
can Baha'is stand in a special position. Now is the time 
of our testing. Is our love of Baha'u'llah deep enough to 
meet tulexpected opportunities? 

~'aithfully yours, 
-NATIONAL SPIIUTU AI. ASSEMBLY 

Memorial Gathering in Honor 
of Louis G. Gregory 

In Shoghi Effendi's message concerning Mr. Gregory, 
he stated: "Advise hold Memorial gathering (in) Tem
ple (in) token recognition (his) unique position, out
standing services." 

The friends are informed that a Memorial gathering 
will be held in the Baha'i House of Worship, Saturd"y 
evening, November 24th, at 8:00 p.m. This meeting is 
a national Baha'i observance, and all Baha'is who can 
do so are invited to be present. Non-Baha'i friends of 
Mr. Gregory are very welcome to jam in this tribute. 

-NATION.4L SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 

The Day of the Covenant 
For observance of the Anniversary on November 26 

which commemorates 'Abdu'l-Baha as Center of the 
Covenant, the National Spiritual Assembly suggests 
that the occasion be made a fruitful opportunity for 
deepening the understanding of Baha'is. To accomplish 
this purpose of a renewed and reverent study of the 
meaning of the Covenant, selected passages from the 
Will and Testament can be read and pondered, with 
other suitable texts such as the Testament of Baha'u'l
lah, the Tablet of the Branch, and the Master's exposi
tion of His Station. 

To attain more insight into the sublime Life and 
Minlstry of 'Abdu'l-Baha, as it is delineated by the 
Guardian in "God Passes By", will fulfil the unique 
privilege offered believers by this Anniversary_ 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

On Sending Material for Baha'i News 
The Editorial Committee feels responsible for produc

ing a monthly news letter thoroughly representative of 
the plans and activities of an international community, 
and for completing the printing of each successive num
ber for distribution to the believers on a regnlar sched
ule. 

The two essential points to consider are: while per
sonal and local items must give way to the more im
portant matters now emerging, the Committee points 
out that any activity or program, local or regional, 
which illustrates some new and interesting method of 
public teaching or public contact, may have far more 
than merely local interest. Assemblies are therefore re
quested to submit stories of such incidents, with or 
"ithout photographs, and such material will be used 
to the fullest possible extent. National Committees are 
requested to explore the news possibilities of their work, 
particularly when original and striking methods are 
used or unusually successful results achieved. 

ThQ second point is that to meet our schedule, ma
terial must be submitted by the first of the month pre
ceding publication. 

National Ba..hi'i Administra.tive Headquarters,. 536 Shetidan 
Road, Wilmette~ Dlinois.. 

National Treasurer, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, DUnoi&.. 
Bahi'i Publishing Committee; 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. 

Illinois. 
Ba.ha'i News Editorial omce-see notice elsewhere in this 

issue. 
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The International Archives 
The article written by Ruhiyyih Khanum, originally 

published in a 1937 issue of Baha'i Youth Magazine, has 
likewise been reprinted in Canadian Balui'i N e.ws for 
June, 1951. The theme is so majestic, the message so 
moving, that the National Spiritual Assembly has de· 
sired its further circulation among American Baha'is 
through the medium of Bahci'i News. 

In this article we have one more inSplrLTlg glimpse 
of the spiritual treasure which the World Center offers 
to a needy world. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsS~BLY 

If one could have walked Into a museum of the au
thentic relics of the days and life of Christ, what would 
it have meant to the Christian believers? If they had 
seen His sandals, dusty from the road between Bethle
hem and Jerusalem, or the mantle that hung from 
His shoulders-or the cloth that protected His head from 
the sun; what atmosphere of assurance, of wonder, 
even of adoration would have stirred the inheritors of 
His Faith. If their eyes could have rested on even one 
fragmentary line penned by His hand .... 

To most of the people of the world the meaning of 
such things is beyond their imagining; but <to Baha'is, 
believers in the newest Revelation of God's Will as 
yet revealed to unfolding mankind upon this planet, this 
inestimable privilege has been vouchsafed. AQ. iron door 
swings open upon Mount Carmel and we enter the In
ternational Archives of the Faith of Baha'u'Uah. A mod
est series of rooms adjoining the resting place of the 
Bab, greet us. Framed tablets seem at first glance to 
be this room's distinguishing adornment; they stand 
about and are displayed in cases; we are told .these 
are originals in the writing of the Bab, Baha'u'llah and 
'Abdu'l-Baha. Here' is a brief message of Baha'u'llah 
addressing His son: "0 thou who art the apple of mine 
eye" 1; herE' are the tablets of both her father and 
brother to Bah!yyih Khanum. We glance closer and 
slowly, unbelievably, the reality of what they are pene
trates. This is the exquisite penmanship, in the shikastih 
script, of the Bab, the fine flow of perfectly formed 
1etters are upon a marvelously illuminated bClckground; 
flames, golden clouds surroWld them till the design of 
their script takes form in a feather, gourd or sunset 
in brilliant flowers with borders in symmetrical designs, 
resting on backgrounds of burning blue, green and red. 
All the famed beauty of the Persian illuminated manu
script frames, one after another, those simple black
ink words. Then, as we gaze, charmed by the beauty, 
marvelling at the penmanship, we begin to realize that 
the hand of a Revelator of God's Will and Laws to 
mankind, penned those words. That the weight of their 
import revolutionized the thought of a nation; caused, 
through the opposition to the onward march of this 
new step in human progress the weakening of Islamic 
institutions; inspired 20,000 men, women and children 
to drink the cup of martyrdom; established the bed
rock on which a world religion could be built. 

We pass on to gaze upon the miniature of the Bah; 
nobility, refinement of being to its utmost perfection, 
resides in the lines of that quiet figure. His mien is so 
impressive; all the story of His life comes back to us 
as described in the narrative of Nabil, The Daum
Breakers; the sweetness of His voice chanting pray· 

Oak dooJ' with wrought iron grille for the Octa.pD of the 
Shrine of the Bib on Mt. Carmel. 

ers, the gentleness of his ways, the fire of his love for 
God, for "Him whom Geld will make manifest," for 
his fellow-m'=!n. The dignity of His bearing which over
awed all His enemies-the inexpressible fortitude and 
readiness with which He bore banishment, imprison· 
ment and final martyrdom. Like springtide seems to 
be everything associated with Him; His youthfulness, 
the exquisiteness of His speech and writing, the flame-
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like quality He inspired into His Faith and followers. 
Passing to the adjacent picture we come to gaze 

upon, 'Him Whom God will make manifest.' Our heart 
has been constricting as slowly we began to be grasped 
by the magnitude of the relics we are being permitted 
to see. Now it seems to throb heavily, we feel it beat
ing; we try to feel what we are feeling as we gaze at 
the photograph of Baha'u'llah and remember the de
scription of Professor E. B. Brown: ~'Tht" face of him 
on whom I gazed I can never forget. though I cannot 
describe it. Those piercing eyes seemed to read one's 
very soul; power and authority sat on that ample brow; 
while the deep lines on the forehead and face implied 
an age which the jet-black hair and beard flowing down 
in indistinguishable luxuriance to the waist seemed to 
belie. No need to ask in whose presence I stood, as I 
bowed myself before One who is the object of a devotion 
and love which kings might envy and emperors sigh 
in vain!" What confusion this picture arouses; we re
member Who He is to us-we remember His words
words such as have never before been written by any 
hand-we remember His Revelation's purpo~e; the turlty 
of the races of men upon this planet as their home in 
which they shall live under the benediction of The Most 
Great Peace. All this from within, and now we must 
reconcile this inner, more abstract, world of experience 
with the depicted figure upon which our eyes rest. The 
two forces clash at first. The human individuality of a 
Prophet reproduced in a photo is something the spirit 
of man has never before had to cope with. Here our 
fond fancies, our personal ravings into the realm of 
imagination, cease and we gaze at that figure, loved, 
adored, followed- by men as a "Prophet," down through 
the centuries, as He was. It is a shock. The personifi
cation of divine attributes has always been a mystery 
to man, but those who came after the ascension of the 
Prophet could try to adjust or shelve the connection 
between Godly perfection in a human form, to suit 
very much their own desires; just imagine it and be 
perfecUy content with their self-made solution. But here 
is a picture: here are the eyes that gazed into the 
souls of men, into the secret heart of the problems 
afflicting them; here the fingers that took pen in hand 
and revealed the decrees of a Beneficent God to His 
seeking and Suffering children; here the Figure that 
paced as He spoke when words rolled from His tongue 
giving laws for a New World Order of the human 
race, for the healing of its ailing body and soul. Our 
imagination stops, We are curtailed by coming face to 
face with what has been denied everyone except the 
immediate generation that surrounded a Prophet, of 
seeing the Form in which the Light became embodied. 

Still suffused with shock we cannot yet disentangle 
and understand, we pass on somewhat dazed. But if 
the Photograph of Baha'u'llm moves and bame, the 
soul, confounds the reason, when we see some of His 
tablets we become inwardly impotent, All the torrent 
of torrential rain, all the weight of light that streams 
and beats from the sun's rays, seem expressed in that 
headlong script; as if no force could withstand it no 
sheet bear it. Its motion is not stilled by being confined 
to paper-it moves on and on, the power of those words. 
All the majesty, the fierce abandon of nature. the mag
nitude of the cosmos, seems to be symbolized by it, 
or be but symbols of it. And we- still cannot adjust this 
shock 'Within. "I am a man, and before me is the picture 

Completed wrought iron lamposts for tbe BaJui'i Gardens 
around the Shrine of tbe Bab on Mi. CarmeL 

of a seated man, but he has given life to a dead world 
and light to the darkness of our chaos and despair, 
how can this be?" We are stupefied. 

Passing into the next room, we come to the effects 
of Baha'u'llah. We see his fezes, brocaded; ivory, green, 
deep red. We see His bedding, quite simple even as 
that simple room in which He passed away in Bahji 
across the Bay. We see even His slippers; these are 
all little bridges towards the picture of that seated 
figure; He used them-they are stuff of stuff. We see 
His comb and remember those words of His, "the comb, 
too, I have given thee that thou mayest tend My raven 
locks, and not to wound My throat." It lies there, a 
link again between the outer and the inner, the Un
known and Unknowable God who reveals Himself to 
us through His Manifestation. We see the pen case 
of Baha'u'l1ah, and can well understand, after gazing 
at the torrential flow of this table: "at this point the 
pen broke and the ink gave forth nothing but black
ness. . . ." We even see that mirror in its case in 
which He must have gazed upon His own reflected vis· 
age .... "Naught is seen ... in :r...ly bea'.1ty but His 
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Beauty, and in My being but His Being, and in Myself 
but His Self. .. " 

We then turn to the tkings associated with 'Abdu'l
Baha. Here a sudden cozy feeling of relief comes to 
our heart; the Master was always with us, showering 
left and right His love and kindness, His quick sympa
thy, His laughter and smiles. Here was a being more 
tangible, here the perfect man, here the Interpreter 
and Expounder of that unapproachable power which 
streamed from Baha'u'!lah. The West has even found 
its way to Him; a pair of much used field glasses 
are among his things, a pair of European summer 
shoes, even a vocabulary of English-Persian words, with 
correct English accent annoted by His hand. The warmth 
of His perfection wraps us 'round and consoles that 
which has been moved and startled in us by that one 
glimpse into the face of "Him Whom God will make 
manifest." We pass on and come to see at last a pair 
of spectacles worn by that wife of Baha'u'llah who was 
the Master's mother; sometimes Baha'u'llfth used them 
too. This seems the last straw .... Suddenly life seems 
much greater than it was before. Its beauty, its privilege 
enhanced far beyond what mortals dare to dream; all 
this "wonder" that underlies our universe and lives; 
all this greatness and glory; all this abandon and beauty 
of God-so close He lets it come to us that into the 
form of man, chosen as God?s burning glass, the crucible 
of His Revelation, He permits and chooses His attrib
utes to abide. UI was a man as other men asleep 
upon my couch when the breezes of the All Praised 
wer~ wafted over me," wrote Baha'u'Uilh. 

Foundatinns for the superstructure of the Bab's Shrine. Shut
terin.g~ in preparation for the pouring of the reinforced con
crete, is shown erected on the roof of the original Shrine build
ing. The pa.ra.pet of the Arcade is seen in the background. 

(Aug. 1951) 

• 

• 

New Work on the Shrine 01. tbe Bab. A bridge bas beeD; bunt 
from the hillside behind the Shrine onto the roof' of the build .. 
.Ing" to pennit transport of materials. A corner of the parapet. 

or _ finished Arl>ade slwws, on Ihe rlghi. (Aurg, 1951) 

Oh how dear life is to us! How priceless that into a 
human form-one of us men-the station, irrevocable, 
fixed, seated upon the infinite throne of Prophethood, 
should come for a space to dwell and guide us on our 
way. The inner and the outer are reconciled; our heads 
are subdued, still stunned, as we leave the archives 
by another door than that by which we entered. But 
a nearness, a sweet sense of mystery that neither sad
dens nor appallst goes with us. We feel prouder to be 
men, better to be men, for God allowed our humble 
estate to feel the weight of His Perfection. 

Can any Faith offer this to the experience of men 
except that of Baha'u'llah? 

-Ruhiyyih Khanum 
Haifa, Feb. lst, 1937. 

Removed from nlenrubership 
The American believers are informed that a former 

member of the Albuquerque Baha'i Community, Mr. 
Frank Starr, has renounced his membership in the 
Baha'i Community and given his allegiance to a Society 
which for years has been specifi~ally condemned by 
the Guardian. In Shoghi Effendi's words it Hwill sooner 
or later come to be regarded as merely one more of 
those ugly and abortive attempts designed to under .. 
mine the foundation, and obscure the purpose of the 
Administrativ~ Order of the Faith of Baba.'u'IHih." 

The National Spiritual Assembly reports this incident 
in order that the friends may be advised. Mr. Starr 
has been removed from the Baha'i membership list, 
and the condition is one where association of Baha'is 
with him ceases. 

-NAT.IONAL SP'rRITUAL ASSE:MBLY 
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Remarks of Mr. Allred P. Shaw, Architect 
at 1951 Convention 

Being a very bad speaker, certainly not an accom· 
plishment, I have to write a few things down, and the 
first thing that comes to me is that, although this is 
essentially a religious gathering, while this may sound 
material to you, I find that in some religions, and in 
all religions, possibly, we touch the material things 
eventually. At any rate, some years ago when we 
started this project for this interior, one of the most 
important men connected with original building opera
tion, said to me--he was not a Baha'j obviously, just 
a poor fellow in the building business, HWell/' he said~ 
"Alt there is one thing you will find out a bout these 
people. They act in business according to their re
ligious professions." 

To all of you, I am sure, as it did to me-but es
pecially to you-this must mean something. 

These men who were on the Building or Technical 
Committee then are not the same as now. Some of 
them are, and there has been some change. However, 
the same thing, the same feeling, has bef"n the ex· 
petience on this project of the interior. There has been 
a constant interchange of ideas and when the very 
earnest" proponent of sOme fine personal idea was out
voted, he took it as a part of the general progress and 
went on to the next problem. And I include the archi
tect in this general description. You can se£' that they 
almost made a Christian out of min. 

As I may have mentioned when I spoke to this As· 
sembly once before, it is not an easy or natural task 
to take an achievement such as Louis BOUl'geois's great 
structure here and complete it. The proper solution 
demands a homogeneity with another man's inspiration 
and his aesthetics. Now, although there have been 
many discussions with the Technical Committee, the 
most difficult, and the most important were those at 
the very beginning of our association, which set the 
pattern for the character of the interior. 

By the nature of the instructions from the Head of 
your Faith, there were certain aspects of the Bourgeois 
design which were to be adhered to. There was also 
the natural architectural need of uoity and there were 
certain details and aesthetics also which, after laying 
aside a design for some years, even the original arehi ..... 
tect would very likely have wanted to change. There 
was also, if I may be permitted to say so, the neces
sity of the present architect believi.ng in the merit of 
his own achievement. This very principle my colleagues 
on the Technical Committee very sympathetically re
quired of me, too. 

The resulting open lace-like pattern in stone, organized 
into nine bays horizontaliy and four general vertical 
units and woven into one design has taken some of 
the character of the exterior and brought about a uni
fied quality on the interior. This quality-although, per
sonally, I have not done it for that reason alone
represents, I discover in talking with the members 
of the Committee, the unity of the beliefs which your 
Faith symbolizes. 

The slow process from sketches to detailed drawings 
on a great structure like this, through the heating 
plans and the electrical engineering, the work of the 
modeler, the craftsmanship of the stonemason, the plas
terers, the carpenters and all the other tradesmen 

and the people who coordinated them, has really re
sulted in a fine and amazing example of this kind of 
coordinated effort. In my profession, it happens more 
than once, and most of the time, t.;at we sometimes 
forget this aspect, and here in this complicated struc
ture it became obvious to me, as I sat thinking about 
this, this morning, how all these engineering details, 
sometimes hidden, sometimes visible, have been woven 
into what appears to be a unit upstairs, and, while 
it is not completely finished, it certaiuly is finished 
enough so that we know that ·it is going to be what 
we had in mind. 

I wish there were more of the people here who have 
done it, but I want to pay a tribute to all these men 
I have mentioned, these craftsmen, the people who 
ran this building, the people who coordinated the crafts
men, the people in distant cities who made some of 
the stone. When I look at this building and see it and 
recall how much time and. effort and individual co
ordination it has taken, I think this is the place, even 
if they are not here, to thank them for it, and thank 
them for the patience they had and the contributions 
they made. 

We, as the architects of the interior, hope and believe 
that the great purpose of this Temple will be more 
successfully fulfilled because of this completion of the 
interior. We also hope that it will be a continuing in ... 
spiration to all of you here in America and to all of 
your Faith. Thank you very much. 

Temple Interior Photographs Available 
A series of five photographs of the recently com

pleted interior of the Baha'l House of Worship were re
leased last month to the ~ation's wire services, picture 
agencies and major newspapers. The series is available 
for $3.00 from Public Relations. Write the committee at 
112 Linden avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. 

Balui.'i in the News 
Terrace diners at Evanston'. (Ill.) Hotel Orrington 

can view a wall-length mural of the Baha'i House of 
Worship overlooking Wilmette harbor with its colorful 
sailboats. The mural, tinted in fall tones and with a 
large false window, is featured in Commercial Camera, 
published by the Eastman Kodak company in Roches
ter, N.Y .... In Chicago, a "comprehensive guide to a 
fascinating city," a two-page aerial photograph looking 
northward over the famous Loop locates the Baha'i 
Temple on the city's perimeter, a I. gleaming white, nine
sided Baha'i Temple with a dome nearly 200 feet above 
the ground. This beautiful temple welcomes all races, 
classes and creeds." Book is published by Marshall 
Field & Company, Chicago .... 'iWhere is this?" asks 
Collier's Encyclopedia in an advertisement last spring 
in Cottier's magazine of a picture of the Baha'i Temple. 
The answer of course was from the encyclopedia. . . . 
"Just what does it mean?" editorialized the student 
paper at the University of Nebraska. Wrote the editor: 
"The statements in the succeeding paragraphs have 
grown out of the reactions of one student to a speaker 
at a Y meeting last week, concerning a new faith origi
nated nearly 100 years ago. Various reactions have been 
expressed by campus students. Only by careful con
sideration can we take a new idea for what it is really 
worth-either negatively or positively. This is one stu-

• 
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dent's conclusion as the value of Baha'i.'· The excellent 
letter followed .... First major newspaper to publish 
interior photographs of the interior was Chicago's HeT
ald-American ... "Baha'i-Temple of Light." appeared 
in September's Northwestern Engineer with a full-page 
frontispiece featuring the Baha'i Temple. Other photo
graphs illustrated various stages in building constr'.1C
tion. The magazine is a student publication of the Tech
nological Institute at Northwestern University .... A 
convention News-Letter of the American Bureau of Pub
lic Relations featured the Baha'i Temple when the pub
lic relations group met recently at nearby Hotel Mor
raine in Winnetka .... Add the Pure Oil Company's 
Trip Map of Chicago to the road maps pointing out the 
Baha'i House of Worship. _ . . An excerpt of David 
Earl's article in Common Cause appeared in the New 
Outlook, a "digest of ideas and ideals" ... In North
western. University's Centennial Picture book and the In
ternational Minera]s & Chemical Corporation's Min & 
Chern aerial photographs included the Baha'i House of 
Worship, identified by caption and map. 
.. _ A "Tour of a Temple - the Baha'! World Faith" 

tells the readers of September Where magazine, pub
lished by the Greater Chicago Hotel Association, of a 
visit to the House of Worship where the writer of the 
article was taken on a conducted tour of the building_ 
_ . _ In the September 24 issue of Quick, the pocket-size 
news-picture weekly, page 29 featured a picture of the 
recently-completed interior of the Baha'i House of 
Worship. The photograph, released by Public Relations, 
was being distributed nationally by Wide World, the 
picture agency of the Associated PTess. 

-BAHiili PUBLIC REJ..ATIONS CoMMIT'I'EE. 

Publicity Calendar for Bahai'i 
Communities Prepared by Public Relations 

Believing that a calendar of important dates and 
events is a tool of special value to publicity and pro
gram committees, Public Relations this month distri
buted a "Publicity Calendar" for use by local Baha'i 
communities. 

The purpose of the calendar is to aid communi ties 
in planning their activities well in advance, so that the 
work of the Cause may proceed in an orderly and 
well..organized manner. The public relations man, like 
an architect, needs his basic plans before drawing his 
blueprint. The ··Publicity Calendar" contains basic dates 
of significance in the Baha'i community, in the city, 
in the nation, and in the world. With this calendar, 
Baha'i' communities, groups and committees may dis
cuss their publicity plans and layout a program of 
coordinated activity. Cooperation and coordination are 
the keys to success. 

Building Your Baha'i Library 
From April 1935 to March 1949, World Order Maga

zine published a wealth of interesting material concern
ing the application of Baha'i principles in the solution of 
personal and world-wide problems. The facts pointed 
up, and the references given in the articles, are perti
nent today and are of great value to Baha'i teachers 
and speakers and students. Bound volumes (Vol. I 
through XIV) are available at $3.00 net each (plus post
age) through the Baha'i Publishing Committee, 110 Lin
den Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. 

Directory Additions and Changes 
Local SpJrituaJ AssembUes: 

ProvideDce, Rhode Island 
MrS. Ethel Murray, Sec'y 
357 Westminster St., Rm. 410 

Ch&mpaign, Ill. 
Mr. Edgar G. Harris, Sec'y 
202 Ells Ave. 

Fori Wa.yne~ Ind. 
Mrs. JoAnne Menking, See'y 
1821 S. Clinton 51. 

SeaUle, WashiDgtob 
Mrs. Doris Dahl. Act. Sec'y 
9643 60th Ave .• So. 

Oak Park, m. 
Miss MarjorJe l. Ullrich, Sec'y 
219 Forest Ave. 

Mansfield, Ohlo 
Miss Myriam GrabIer, Sec'y 
244 S. Diamond St. 

St. Louis, Mo. 
Mrs. Frieda Fowler, Sec'y 
2724 Hampton Ave. 

Spokane, W ...... 
Mrs. Irene" Nicholaison, Sec'y 
3112 N. Crestline St. 

RegioDal Teaohing Committees: 
N .... Jeney 

Mrs. Ellen Sims, See'y 
17 Leroy PI. 
Red Bank, N. J. 

Kan., Mo., Nebr. 
Miss .Jennilou W. Ingalls, Sec'y 
Box 589, RI. 2 
Valley Par~ Mo. 

N .. llonal Commlilees: 
Public Relallons 

Mrs. Barbara McCurdy, Sec?y 
112 Linden Ave. 
Wilmette, Ill. 

Souvenir 0' ~ Abdul'I-Ba.ba. 
Mr. Donald Kinney, Chm. 
Mrs. Amy Raubitschek, Sec'y 
1113 Bromley Ave. 
West Englewood, N. :r. 

BahA'i 'Service for the Blind 
Mrs. Alethe Hogberg, Sec'y 
616 N. Oxford Ave. 
Los Angeles 4, Calif. 

In Memoriam 
Death proffereth unto every confldent believer the cup that is 

life indeed. It bestoweth joy and 1s the bearer 01 gladness. 
It conferreth the gift of everlasting life. -Baha'u'na.h 

Mrs. Wally Kimpfier, Bronx,"New York, July 23, 1951 
Prof. Raymond F. Farwell, Seattle, Wash., August 10, 1951 
Major Theodore Danielsen, San Francisco, Calif., August 24, 

1951 

Marriages 
Albuquerque, N. M., Mrs. Margretta Ellis to Mr. Willie J. 

LeRoy, August 18, 1951 

7 
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Persia 
The Guardiants cables appealing for contributions to

wards the erection of the Bab's Shrine, particularly his 
recent detailed communication to the Eastern believers 
about the history and significance of this sacred enter· 
prise have aroused much enthusiasm and a noble spirit 
of dedication among the Persian friends prompting them 
to rise to a higher level of sacrifice. 

In Tihrim the Spiritual Assembly arranged 10 special 
meetings at the National Center, to each of which about 
700 believers were invited. At these gatherings pass
ages from the Guardian's recent commturication to the 
friends throughout the East were read, and his latest 
cables concerning the building of the Shrine. These 
were followed by a thrilling talk by Akbar FuriItan who 
ably discussed those various points and issues connect
ed with this historic edilice to which the Guardian had 
made a very delicate reference in his letter. The talks 
would end with a fervent plea to make generous con~ 
tributions in response to the Guardian's call. At these 
meetings one would witness such touching expressions 
of faith and fidelity, such rare and spontaneous acts 
of generosity as are really hard to describe. There were 
friends who eagerly subscribed to payments or offered 
donations well beyond their financial capacity. In ad
dition to generous cash donations, some frien.ds brought 
in Ene carpets, others gave their ".VI'ist watches. Many 
Baha'i women handed in their precious ornaments, their 
gold coinst their jewelry, their valuable possessions. 
Tears of joy and eagerness had dimmed the eyes of 
many among the audience. Also there is a continuous 
How of contribution coming in from various districts 
throughout the country-a token of that noble spirit of 
solidarity which binds the Baha'i World together. 

Baha'i Youth iiI every community, including Tihran, 
endeavour to promote their own knowledge as well as 
the interests of the Faith. In Tihran"Youth Conferences 
are held regularly at the National Center three times 
a week at which sacred Baha'i writings are read and 
discussed, useful talks are given and films v,rjth a moral 
background are shown and enjoyed by all. Moreover 
in order to deepen their knowledge and understanding 
weekly meetings and special classes are organized and 
directed by the Youth Committee. .'Ilso sponsored by 
the Youth are the fireside meetings for "investigation 
of Truth" to which prospective non-Baha'is are invited. 
These meetings have attractive programs and prove 
to be highiy successful as a teaching medium. 

The Child Education Committee conducts various 
grades of Baha'i classes to suit children from the age 
of 7 upwards. To their classes practically every- Baha'i 
child in this country owes a substantial part of his 
moral and spiritual training as weI] as elementary 
knowledge about the teachings and history of the Faith. 
During summer recess special classes are arranged for 
the Youth in various places on the lines of the Summer 
Schools at which a varietY of esse-ntial su'!Jjects are 
brought up for discussion. 

The officers of the National Spiritual Assembly for 
the current year are: Mr. Nur-id-din Fath A'zam, Chair
man; Mr. ~hua'allah 'Ala'i, Vice-chairman; Mr. Ali 
Akbar Furutan, Secretary; General Dirakhshan, Treas
urer. 

Egypt and the Sudan 
Receiving a cablegram from the Guardian to "dis_ 

patch pioncers Libya and Algeria promptly," the NSA 
got in touch with the friends in Tunis and Tripolitania 
asking for all information useful to pioneers. Upon re
ceipt thereof, it was carefully studied, and contact was 
made with the authorities concerned in Egypt. The 
Five-Year Plan committee was reconstructed to con
front the new obligation, and with the approval of the 
NSA has chosen, from those who applied for pioneering, 
a Baha'l family who will prepare themselves for pio
neering in Libya. Mr. Hassan Sabri was chosen to be 
sent to the pioneering field in central Africa. In June 
and July Cairo enjoyed visits with the family of Mirza 
Jala1 Nakhjawani, Mr. Philip Hainsworth, Mr. and Mrs. 
Banani j Mr. and Mrs. Ali Naklljawani, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Hassan Sabri, all of whom were on their way to 
pioneer in Central Africa. . 

A campaign has been launched in the Egyptian news
papers and magazines, with the idea of spreading knowl
edge of the BaM.'l principles. As a result, articles against 
the Faith were published, and the Egyptian friends 
had a good opportunity to reply, stating the ideas and 
beliefs of the Baha'i Cause. Many people from different 
sections of the country are reading the articles, and 
are writing in, asking for Baha'i literature; some have 
even begun to attend Baha'I meetings. 

India, Pakistan and Burma 
During the current year, complying with the Guar

dian's call to advance teaching activities to the coun
tries of southeast Asia, valiant Baha'is of Pakistan, In
dia and Burma have arisen as pioneers to that region. 
Mr. J. Sabit left his business and went to Siam, but 
after staying 6 months, had to return, as his visa 
was not extended _further by the Siamese authorities. 
Mr. K. H. Payman travelled to Djakarta in Indonesia 
and settled there. He has called his family to join him, 
and is also reinforced by one of his cousins. Mr. Rustom 
Pamanian, and by a pioneer from Pakistan, Mr. Borzoo 
Soheill. Mr. Payman is trying to get the New ETa trans
lated into the Indonesian language. Two of the Baha'i 
pioneers in Indonesia, Capt. Buys and Mr. Jan P. de 
Borst, are Dutch, having accepted the Faith in Holland 
through the efforts of American pioneers there, and 
exemplifying in an interesting way how the Cause 
weaves like a shuttle over the world. 

Dr. K. M. Fozdar left his job as medical officer of a 
large Indian railway, and went to settle in Singapore, 
·Malaya. Hi s son, Dr . John Fozda r, after obtaining his 
medical degree, has joined him there. Dr. K. M. Foz
dar's talented wife, Mrs. Shirin Fozdar, travels about 
teaching the Faith, and from time to time visits her 
family in Singapore, where they have already awakened 
a tremendous interest in the Cause. They instituted an 
intensive teaching campaign, resultIng in an increasing 
demand for lectures, and reaching many influential 
groups, among them important women's organizations, 
add~essed by Mrs. Fozdar. Says the annual report of 
the NSA of India: ... "very few people had heard of the 
name of the Baha'i Faith, but now it is the talk of the 
town." 

International teachers also help to spread the Cause 
in these vast regions. Mr. Ahmed Yazdani, a scholar 
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of Tihran, having retired from a post with the National 
Ministry of Finance, has devoted all his time to the 
service of the Faith. He has trsve]ed to India and Pakis
:an, visiting- many cities, giving lectures. and contact
ing noted religious leaders. 

In definite further pursuance of the southeastern Asia 
teaching project, the NSA of India, Pakistan and Burma 
~as drawn up a I9-month plan and 5ubmittpd it to the 
Guardian for approval. The plan envisages sending pio
neers to Bangkok (Siam), Singapore (Malay,,), Indone
~ia. Borneo, Saigon (Indo-China), Zanzihar~ Tanarive 
(Madagascar) and Khatmandu (Nepal). Another inter
national project is the joining with other NSA's in the 
opening of the African continent, and to the NSA of the 
Indian region, the islands of Zanzibar and Madagascar 
have been allotted. 

On the Home Front the plan aspires to establish 11 
new assemblies in India, 4 in Pakistan, 5 in Burma 
and 2 in Ceylon. as well as to re-establish 6 dissolved 
Assemblies in India and one in Pakistan. It also has in 
view to remit Rs 250,000 for the Holy Shrine Fund, and 
to have Baha'u'lldh and the New Era translated and 
printed in Indonesian, Siamese, Malayan, Kachin, Shan 
and Karen. Inter·assembly conferences will be held in 
October in Pakistan, and in India. Burma and Ceylon 
in November, for the purpose of consolidation and ex
panSion. New believers will be taught the implications 
of" their new belief and instructed in the meaning of 
sacrifice, especially relative to the Shrine Fund and 
the sending of pioneer s in to the vir gin territories. 

South America 
The Highest Capital in the World 

From the highest capital in the world, La Pa:.t, Bolivia, 
comes the news of one of the coldest winters known 
there. During this emergency the electric current has 
been shut off for part of the time in order to save 
electricity, but in the Baha'i Center the study groups 
continue even though they must resort to the primitive 
use of candles. 

Here too, in La Paz, is the National Publishing Com
mittee for South America. At this time they are busy 
editing a new addition of the Book Contestacion a Unas 
PTeguntas. 

South America has a branch publishing Committee 
in Brazil, because, if you will recall, the official Ian· 
guages of South America are Spanish and Portuguese. 
All literature must be printed in both languages. There 
are bulletins in each language also. 

South American Baha'is in Enrope 
One of our Peruvian Baha'is, Julie Morales Mercedes, 

has just returned from a 14 month~' stay in Europe 
where her husband has been working in the diplomatic 
service. Julie has had the rewarding experience of help
ing in the pioneer work in The Hague. S.he is enthusiastic 
about the responses to the Faith that she found there. 
She has returned to her country enriched by her pio
neer experience. 

Acrisio Lacerda, of Brazil, has also returned from 
Europe, where he attended Baha'i meetings in Lisbon, 

In a Land Called Patagonia 
In a far-off land called Patagonia (Big Foot) is lo

cated the city of Punta Arenas, Chile, in the Straits of 
Magellanes - the southernmost Baha.'i outpost in the 
world. 

Certain conditions tend to make it a difficult field. 
MagalHmicos, themselves, often speak of experiencing a 
psychological reaction due to being "shut away" as they 
express it from the rest of the world by numerous 
islands and canals. But perhaps one reason for this 
feeling, other than a geographical one, may be nostalgia 
for homelands, for there has been through the years a 
large European immigration, especially from Yugosla
via, Scotland and England. These groups have formed 
tight circles of society not easy for the stranger to pene
trate. Then there is always the climate! Generally there 
is a wind blowing at a terrific rate of speed making it 
difficult to walk. 

But here in this city in the Straits is a brave com
munity of Baha'is, who with the help of pioneers, are 
working to maintain their assembly. Recently the news 
has been most heartening because they have received 
several new believers, and have made some important 
new contracts. 

A recent letter from the Guardian to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of South America says in part: "Sho
ghi Effendi, as you know, attaches partiCUlar impor. 
tance to Magellanes, and to maintain the Assembly there 
is one of your responsibilities. It constitutes one of the 
distant outposts of the World Order of Baha'u'lHih, and 
represents a hard won trophy; it must be maintained 
at all costs." (Written by R. Rabbani.) 

Central America and the Antilles 
The second meeting of the National Spiritual Assembly 

of Central Ame,rica was held at San Jose, Costa Rica, 
from July 27 to 30, with eight members present. A 
wonderful spirit of unity, love and harmony prevailed 
throughout the entire meeting. 

A two-year plan based on the three points stressed in 
the Guardian's cable to the Central American Conven
tion was presented and approved, and the Assembly 
made immediate plans for four members of the body 
to put it into practice in all of the countries. from Mexico 
to Panam~. The Islands are to be covered after the 
third meeting in October. 

Barcelona, Paris, London, and other places. S.pirHuaJ A£sembly of Taulabe, Honduras, C.A. April 21, 1951 
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The two-year plan referred to covers consolidation of 
all the existing Assemblies in the area, extension teach~ 
ing for the further propagation of the Teachings, and 
the deepening of the spiritual lives of the individual 
believers. The course is being presented with labora
tory classes in which the members of each community 
are given an opportunity to practice procedure, and to 
solve problems as a training for real life difficulties 
which can arise in any community. 

As a part of the process of the deepening of the spirit
ual lives of the individual believers, the Teacrung Com
mittee has sent out to the Assemblies a study course on 
"The Divine Art of Living", which is to be given by 
teachers appointed by the Local Assemblies themselves. 

Mrs. Ruth Mofiett, who has been in the area since the 
early part of this year, teaching in Jamaica; Colon, 
Panama; Cuba; and Costa Rica, has attracted and con
firmed 40 new believers in these countries. She will re
turn to Jamaica and Cuba, during the end of August to 
oversee the projects started earlier in her travels. 

~ German National Spiritual Assembly. Left to right: Dr. 
Adelbert Muhlschlegel~ Dr. Heide Ja.ger, Gunther Heid. 
Ruprecht G. Krul{er. Dr. Eugen Schmidt. Julius Benseker, 
Anna Grossmann, JobaDJ1a. Freifran von Werthern, AdoH 

Spieth. 

United Nations 
Conference in Nicaragua 

The National Spiritual Assembly of Central America 
and the Antilles sends the following report: 

"The Baha'i delegation to the Non-Governmental Or· 
ganizations of the United Nations held its Fourth Re
gional Conference in Managua, Nicaragua, from the 
4th of August to the l1th, with tremendous success. Two 
resolutions made by the Baha'is were accepted, and the 
delegation made itelf outstanding for its fine coordi
nation, unity, harmony, and its lack of national preju· 
dice, in the midst of the disordered thinking and parti
sanship which characterized some of the other delega
tions. Mr. Rafael Fusoni, secretary general of the Con
ference, was so impressed by the excellent work and 
the world-embracing views of the Baha'is that he asked 
for the addresses of some of the Centers in PanC'ma 
and the Islands. When he arrived in Panama he called 

at the office of the Secretary of the National Spiritual 
Assembly and spent an hour and a half asking questions 
about the Faith. As he left, he remarked. "The Baha'is 
can teach a great deal to the United Nations." 

Conference in Indonesia 
From the National Spiritual Assembly of India, Pakis

tan and Burma comes the news that, at the instance of 
the Baha'i United ~ations Committee, deleffates were 
sent to the Regional Non-Governmental Conference~ 
called by the Department of Public Information of the 
United Nations, and held in Den Passar) Bali, Indonesia 
from July 29 to August 3, 1951. Of the five delegates 
nominated from India, Pakistan and Indonesia, only 
two-Capt. Buys and Mr. Soheili-<:ould take part. They 
were, however, ably assisted by Mr. S. Bolton, Jr., dele
gate from Australia and New Zea]and, and Mrs. Shirin 
Fozdar, a Baha'i who had been elected delegate by a 
non-Baha'i organization, the All-India Women's Educa. 
tional Conference. The Baha'is were fortunate in hav
ing present at the Conference Sir Mirza Ismail, who is a 
great friend of the Faith. They were represented on 
four of the five working committees of the Conference. 
Although there was no Baha'i delegate on Committee I, 
during the discussions on Human Rights, the persecu. 
tion of Baha'is for religious belief was mentioned, and 
the sympathy of the meeting was undoubtedly gained. 

It was felt that the Bah,,'i delegates contributed much 
to the Conference in the enlivening of the Committees 
in the general discussions, and in the resolutions su~ 
mitted. They made valuable contacts with the Indo
nesian officlals present and succeeded in carrying the 
Message to all those with whom they came in touch, 
thus stimulating future Baha'i activity in Indonesia it
self, which is one of the outposts of the Faith. 

U. S. Africa Committee News 
Plans and hopes of many months to get two American 

Baha'is into the West African Area are expected to 
materialize within the next thirty days. Two pioneers 
have been selected who will be located in the Gold 
Coast and in Liberia. Full details on these pioneers 
and the work they will undertake will sppear in the 
next issue of the News. 

Reports are still coming in on the summer school 
programs which emphasized the Africa Teaching Proj
ect. In addition to the courses at Louhe1en and the 
Baha'i International SchOOl, reported on in the last 
Baha'i News, we can now report that Green Acre held 
an "Mrica Night." This program was both stimulating 
and informative with :Mr. Bullock speaking on "Africa 
and the New Day"; Mrs. Loulie Mathews on <CTeaching 
in Mrica" and David Earle on ~~The Objectives of the 
Africa Teaching Project." A lively question and answer 
period was held during the last part of the meeting. 
and at its close two additional persons came forward 
to volunteer for pioneer work. 

The British Committee has asked us to correct two 
errors which were inadvertently made in the Baha'i 
News article covering remarks made on the Africa 
Project by Miss Austin during the Convention. The areas 
originally selected by the British for the Africa Project 
were the Gold Coast, Tanganyika, and Uganda (not 
Kenya as reported). The report that the first pioneer 
leaving from England for Tanganyika had obtained em
ployment as Dean of Women in a School was also an 
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error. That pioneer, Miss Clare Gung, obtained em~ 
ployment as Assistant Matron in a Boys School in Tan
ganyika. 

This Committee like many others in the Baha'i Com
ll?-unity were deeply grieved over the passing of Mr. 
Louis Gregory. We are all profoundly impressed by 
the Guardian's words on Mr. Gregory's service to the 
Faith and the significant statement that generations 
to come in Mrica would revere and be inspired by 
the memory of this holy soul. 

A second Africa Committee Bulletin will be mailed 
{lut in two weeks. Assemblies and individuals desiring 
this bulletin should notify the Secretary of the Com
mittee, Mrs. Marie Rice, 5925 - 14th Street North, Arling
ton, Virginia. This Bulletin is, of course, for those con
templating pioneer work or programs to assist the 
Africa Teaching Project. 

-u. S. ArnrcA TEACIIlNG COMMI'lTEE 

Am.GDg the you1;h a.HeadlDg the Green Acre Youth Camp in 
Jane,. 1951, was .. young man from Kenya, British East Mr1ca, 
now a dudeDt in an American University. He expressed gnti
tade fGr his bappy e:xperleDce at the camp, and extended. a. 

oordial welCGme to Bahi'is who visit his Jand. 

American Baha'i Y onth 
T-he youth conference at the Convention this year 

was attended by about forty young BaM.'ls. They dis· 
cusssed the two national conferences which had been 
held during the past year, the first. "The Victory 
Plan" on September 23rd and 24th, 1950, and the sec
ond, "Practical Religion at Work" on February 10th and 
11th, 1951. The two-day conferences were declared to 
have been a great success. 

The Youth Committee publishes two periodicals, the 
monthly BaM.'; Youth Bulletin, and the Baha'i Youth 
News, which appears every six months, The editors 
of the Bulletin felt that the response to their pleas for 
news was not very encouraging and urged that more 
people send in reports. But it was the feeling of the 
conference that both publications should be continued. 

The College Bureau reported that the Baha'i Group 
at Stanford had a constitution which has been reviewed 
by the NSA and can be used as a guide for other 
college constitutions. It may be obtained from the NSA. 

Closer cooperation with the committee on the part of 
the youth was urged) and praise was given to the 
Northeastern t the Western, and the Southern Area Com. 
mittees for the teaching work they had done. The South
ern Area particularly, widely scattered as it is, had 
accomplished a great deal. 

A.t the UniverSity of Chicago, the two young Baha'is 
r:glstered there discovered that they could be recog. 
mzed as a campus organization if they could find ten 
sympathetic students. They found them in the first ten 
yOW1g people they asked. The university recognition 
gave ,them a free meeting place, free use of campus 
bulletm boards, and free publicity in the campus paper. 
They got out a poster which could be filled In afresh 
each w~ek, all:d arranged a series of meetings. lIThe 
ease WIth which we were recognized," they report 
IC once we decided two Baha'is on the campus ~er~ 
enough to attempt teaching (one could have done as 
well, as any skeptic can prove for himse1f if he lets 
Baha'u'l1<ih guide him on his college camp~s) makes 
us want to enthusiastically recommend an im~ediate 
organization of Baha'i groups on all college campuses 
It can be done]'· ' 

American News 
Methodist Minister 
Visits Shrines in Haifa 

Rev. Edward W. Potts of the Paseo Methodist Church 
in Kansas City, Missouri, recently went to Israel as a 
member of the Palestine-American Committee. Before 
going he expressed a desire to visit the Baha'i Shrines 
In Haifa an~ wrote-to RuljiyyIh Rabbanf for perlnis
SIan. "?I?OD his return he gave a sermon op. Prescription 
f~T. LtV'!.ng, acknowledging its author, mentioning his 
VISIt at ~e home of Shoghi Effendi, and offerIng his 
congregation the opportunity of seeing pictures from 
Haifa after the service. Bah! 'is were special guests 
for the mornIng. 

In the past Rev. Potts has allowed Dorothy Baker, 
Ruth Moffett, and Louis Gregory to give the Baha'l 
Message in his church. 

Modern Wedding 
Via wire recordIng and trans-Atlantic telephone call, 

the weddIng of Lou Holmes and Robert KInsey was 
Iransmitted to the bride's parents Mr. and Mrs. S. D. 
Holmes, pioneering in Santos, Brazil. The entire wed
ding ceremony and the high spots of the reception were 
recorded on wire and sent on to South America to two 
anxious parents who will joyfully share this day despite 
the separation of many miles. A trans-Atlantic call was 
placed previously for a suitable hour during the re
ception. The newly married couple are residing pre
sently at Indiana University where Mr. KInsey is study
ing in preparation for law school. 

Baha'i Holy Days R~ognized 
The Milwaukee Spiritual Assembly has obtained per

mission from the Milwaukee Superintendent of Schools 
for Baha'i children to be excused from school on the 
Baha'i Holy Days. This permission was granted .in a 
letter dated March 22, 1951. 
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Cathedral of the Pines 
Three hundred worshippers heard the Message of 

Bahit'u'lIa.h at the Cathedral of the Pines near Rindge, 
Nev.r Hampshire, the afternoon of August 11. There were 
Baha'is and their guests from each of the New England 
states, from New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, arid 
Ohio. 

The prayers of Baha'u'lhih and 'Abdu'l-Baha and the 
explanation of the Baha'i World Faith were given in a 
natural setting of great beauty. Worshippers gathered 
in a clearing made by hurricane and storm in the forests 
and looked out across a lake strewn valley to the majes
tic slopes of Mt. Monadnock. 

Dr. Manueher Javid of Boston was chairman of the 
service planned by the Regional Teaching Committee of 
the BaM.'is of Maine and New Hampshire. Mrs. Joy 
Earl of New York spoke on "Man's Relation to God", 
and Mr. Barrah Kavelin of New York, a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, spoke on "The World Order 
of Baha'u'llah". Music was furnished by Leslie D. Wei
land, concert organist from Boston, and Mrs. Ruth 
Price Silva, a Baha 'j singer from Porlsmou tho Mrs. 
Emma M. Rice of Hamilton, Massachusetts, read the 
prayers. 

The Baha'is hope to be able to use the Memorial 
Cathedral of the Pines next year. Believers of all Faiths 
are welcome to hold services during the month when 
the weather permits out~of-door worship. 

Lutherans Invite Balul'i 
The Fellowship Groups of three Camden, New Jer

sey, Lutheran churches were represented at the Christ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church on Yorkship Road in Cam
den to hear William B. Sears speak on the Faith. Rev
erend John D. Newpher, the pastor who had invited 
Mr. Sears, wrote following the meeting: "We all bene
fitted very much by the formal talk, the question period 
and the informal discussion afterward. I am sure the 
field of brotherhood in our midst was enhanced by this 
fresh viewpoint. If there is any way that I can ever be 
of service to you, please feel free to call upon me." 

Participants in the ProgJ'a.m at the Ca.thed.raI of the pjDes near 
RIndge~ N. H. Left to ric'ht: Dr. Ma.nucher Javld

l 
Mrs. 

Emma M. Rlce~ Mrs. Joy Earl, Mrs. Ruth Price SUva, 
Mr. H. Bomb KaveliD. (Aug. 1951) 

Trip to Europe Spreads 
The Faith in America 

An isolated Baha'i in Albin, Wyoming writes: "On 
May 15, I was interviewed at our radio station, KFBC, 
Cheyenne, regarding our trip to the Scandinavian coun
tries in 1949. Just before we went on the air, I told 
my interviewer of the Baha'i Faith and its progress in 
the Scandinavian countries. She asked me to tell of 
the Faith during the last five minutes I had on the 
air. In this space of time I told of some of the high_ 
lights of meeting the Baha'is there and their activi~ 
ties, and read the first paragraph of Pattern fOT Fu
twre Society. Colored slides of the trip, which have been 
shown to over 1,800 people, have also provided maoy 
opportunities to give the Baha'i message. 
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Building the Shrine of the Bab, July, 1951. Photo
graph sent by the Guardian with the following in
sCl'iption: liThe new foundations, in the form of a 

great star, being erected on the Shrine roof. Note that 
the deck which will support the octagon and form 
its floor, it not yet built in the ce~ter open space." 

·'·1 
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"To participate in the erection of the superstructure 
of an Edifice at once so precious, so holy; conse
crated to the memory of so heroic a Soul; whose site 
no less than the Founder of Qur Faith has selected; 
whose inner chambers were erected by the Center 
of His Covenant with such infinite care and anguish! 
embossed in so sacred a mountain. on the soil of so 
holy a Land; occupying such a unique position; facing 
on-the one haria "the silver-white city of '.Akk3., the 
Kiblih of the Baha'i world; flanked on the right by 
the hills of Galilee, the home of Jesus Christ, and on 
its left by the Cave of Elijah; and backed by the plain 
of Sharon and beyond it, Jerusalem and the Aqa 
Mosque the third holiest Shrine in Islam-to partici
pate in' the erection of such an Edifice is a privilege 
offered to this generation at once unique and priceless, 
a privilege which only posterity will be able to cor
rectly appraise." -8HOGM EFFENDI 

Messages from the Guardian 
The Guardian Reports Plan for Acquisition 
of Important Area on Mount Carmel 

Anncunce (to) National Assemblies (of) Baha'i 
World (that) prolonged, delicate negotiations involv
ing Ministries (of) Finance (and) Religious Affairs 
(of) Haifa Municipality (have) culminated (in) agree
ment in principle (to) purchase approximately twenty
two thousand meter area, estimated value hundred 
eighteen thousand dollars, situated (on) slope (of) 
Mount Carmel overlooking resting-place (of) Greatest 
Holy Leaf (and) eastern approaches (to) Bab's Sepul
chre. 

Acquisition (of) area extending from heart to ridge 
(of) mountain safeguards precincts (of) sacred Mau
soleum now (in) process (of) erection, broadens basis 
(of) administrative structure (of) rising World Center 
(of) Faith (in) Holy Land, may induce civil authori
ties (to) abandon project construction (of) arterial 
road crossing diagonally Baha'i international endow
ments, (and) facilitates extension (of) terraces ulti
ma tely stretching from foot to crown of God's Holy 
Mountain. 

Contemplating transfer part (of) title deeds (of) 
land in question (to) Israel branches (of) American, 
Indian National Assemblies, reserving remainder (for) 
future transfer (to) other National Assemblies follow
ing upon ,incorporation (of their) respective branches 
(on) soil (of) Holy Land. (signed) SHOGID 
Haifa, Israel, 
September 24, 1951. 
Beloved friends: 

Each successive message received from the Guard
ian concerning the Shrine and the Baha'i World Center 
in the Holy Land reveals a new glimpse of the impres
sive undertaking he is carrying out. 

These messages, addressed to all eleven Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies, have informed the Baha'is 
of the placing of con tracts for stone in Italy, and for 
construction work in Haifa. of the various stages in 
the progress of the Shrine and the progress of the 
alan for terraces. 
• In his most recent message, dated September 24, 
1951, Shoghi Effendi shares information of high im
portance. The holding of land on Mount Carmel 10 ade-

quate area and right location is the first requisite to 
the fulfilment of his great Plan. When the tract of 
22,000 square meters is purchased, Shoghi Effendi will 
have safeguarded, as he cabled, the precincts of the 
Bah's Mausoleum and broadened the basis of the ad. 
ministrative structure of the World Center. 

This is cause for heartfelt rejoicing and prayers of 
gratitude to Bahi!'u'liah. We are completely tmable 
to measure the historic significance of what the Guard. 
ian is accomplishing in the Holy Land for the establish
ment of the Faith throughout the world and therefore 
for the security of mankind. 

Let us not fall into the fatal error of measuring 
such a majestic and fateful enterprise by any current 
need of increased contributions to the Ftmd. Let us 
not allow for an instant our vision to be impaired 
by whatever sense of strain or inconvenience it in
directly imposes upon us. 

Every active, conscientious Baha'i today is building 
the Shrine on Mount Carmel as actually as the mason 
who sets each stone in place. A divine Architect has 
designed the pattern of events through which, for a 
few brief years, each Baha'i treads the path of his 
destiny. The Shrine of the Bab symbolizes the World 
F ai th in its union of spirit and mind, character and 
social responsibility, East and West. The House of 
Worship in Wilmette symbolizes the power of the' West 
to summon the nations to establish peace, and protect 
the helpless peoples from wanton aggressors. 

What a sublime destiny is ours, if we can but behold 
the glory and freely serve it, without becoming in
volved in the gloomy recesses of personality where 
gallant devotion is starved to subjection, and the grate
ful offering to God withheld through selfish fear. 

-N A'fJONAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 

Dear Beloved Co-Workers: 
The National Assembly has been deeply moved by 

the response of the friends to the "personal visit from 
the National Assembly," made to each and every Baha'I 
through the medium of our letter of September 7th, 1951. 

The American Baha'is always gain the goals set 
by our Beloved Guardian. Since they have become fully 
informed of our immediate needs, they have begun a 
forward movement, which if continued unabated

1 
will 

bring new laurels to the Banner of the Faith in the 
United States. 

With our leiter of September 7th, was enclosed a 
statement explaining that during the first four months 
of the present Baha'i year, only $35,SOO, was con .. 
tributed to the Resolve Plan, leaving a deficit of $57,000. 

The National Assembly is happy to report to the 
friends, that contributions and special gifts to the Re
solve Plan during September alone, amounted to $34,000. 

This means contributions to the Resolve FWld for 
the first five months of the Baha'i year amounted 
to $69,500. The Budget of the Resolve Plan called for 
contributions of $114,600, leaving a deficit of $45,100. 
in the Resolve Fund as of September 30, 1951. 

Payments made on contracts for the Shrine of the 
Bab during these same five months amounted to 
$115,000. It is thus clear to the friends that with con
tributions and special gifls amounting to $69,500, tile 
National Assembly has had to borrow heavily from 
the Temple Interior Construction Fund to meet Shrine 
Con tract payments. 
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Final payments on the Interior Ornamention of the 
Temple must be met late in October and early in 
November. May the friends respond to the Resolve 
Plan immediately! 

Up to September 30th, 1951, only 812 Believers have 
responded to the Resolve Plan. The total amount of 
these Resolves is $73,527.63, or only 27% of the $275,000. 
needed for the year. 

Under the Resolve Plans of the past two years, over 
2500 of the Baha'is joined actively and substantially 
in the Plan. 

It is the hope and prayer of the National Assembly 
that the urgency of our problems will be met by the 
believers, through the steps outlined in our letter of 
September 7th, 1951, as follows: 

1. Send in a Resolve to the National Treasurer, if 
you have not already done so. 

2. Increase the total of your present Resolves. 
3. Complete your Resolve payments as soon as 

possible. 
-NATIONAL SP1RITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Message from the Guardian 
To the Fourth European Teaching Conference, 
Atnsterdam, Holland, Augu"t 31, to September 
10.1951 

Acclaim joyous occasion (of the) convocation on 
Dutch soil (of the) historic European Teaching Con
ference, constituting yet another link (in the) chain 
(of) annual gatherings (of the) representatives (and) 
followers (of the) Faith (of) BaM'u'llah (in the) ten 
European goal countries as well as (in) Bahll1i com
munities (of the) Eastern (and) Western hemispheres, 
stop. 

Heart dilated, spirit uplifted (by the) contemplation 
(of the) range (and) quality (of the) service ren
dered; (by the) spirit demonstrated, (by the) degree 
(of) maturity attained (in the) diversified budding, 
virile communities rightly regarded (as the) first 
fruits (of the) operation (of) 'Abdu'I-BaM's Divine 
Plan (on the) European continent stop. 

Welcome with feeling (of) particular gratification 
(the) participation (of the) newly enrolled Dutch, Da
nish (and) Portugese believers (in the) enterprises 
initiated (by the) Indian, Canadian, British, Baha', 
commlUlities (in) Indonesia. Greenland (and) African 
continent, presaging undertakings destined (to) be sys
tematically launched (by the) elected representatives 
(of the) newly emerged European communities through
out the remaining countries (of) Europe and possibly, 
beyond its confines, stop. 

(The) concluding years (of the) second seven year 
plan must witness within each (and) every goal COlUl
trY7 notable multiplication (of) centers, steady consoli
dation (of the) Assemblies, rapid increase (in the) 
number (of the) avowed supporters (of the) Faith, 
(a) clearer vision (of the) strenuous tasks ahead. 
deeper awareness (of) their significance, (a) firmer 
resolve (toward) their prosecution (and a) greater 
dedication (to) their purpose, stop, 

Signal, wholly unexpected, manifold achievements, 
illuminating (the) annals (of the) first five years (of 
the) operation (of the) second seven year plan em
bolden me (to) confidently anticipate, upon (the) ter
mination (of the) brief span (of the) remaining twc 

years, (the) gradual formation (of) regional National 
Assemblies (as) prelude (to the) emergence (of a) 
separate National Assembly (in) each goal country 
as well as (the) launching (of) organized campaigns, 
in collaboration (with the) parent community (of the) 
great republic of the West (in) conjunction (with the) 
long standing, preeminent national community labor
ing (in the) heart (of the) European continent, aim
ing (at the) spiritual conquest (of the) remaining 
sovereign states (of) Europe and, God willing, reach
ing beyond its borders as far as (the) heart (of the) 
Asiatic continent, stop. 

Interval separating us (from the) inauguration (of) 
yet another stage (in the) unfoldment (of the) Divine 
Plan (is) swiftly diminishing, stop. 

(The) perils confronting (the) sorely tried contin
ent (are) steadily mounting, stop_ 

(The) auspiciously inaugurated, mysteriously un. 
folding, highly promising widely ramified crusade, em
bracing well nigh (a) score of dependencies (on the) 
African continent presenting (to the) privileged prose
cutors (of the) Divine Plan (in the) European field 
(a) challenge at once severe, soul-stirring (and) ines
capable, stop. 

(The) future edifice (of the) Universal House of 
Justice, depending for its stability on (the) sustaining 
strength (of the) pillars erected (in the) diversified 
communities (of the) East (and) West, destined (to) 
derive added power through (the) emergence (of the) 
three National Assemblies (on the) American contin
ents awaits (the) rise (of the) establishment (of) simi
lar institutions (on the) European mainland, each 
depending directly (on the) efforts now consciously 
exerted by (the) champion builders (of the) Admini
strative Order (of the) Faith (of) Baha'u'llilh (on the) 
European continent, stop. 

May (the) Conference be aided through (the) out
pouring grace (of the) author (of the) Revelation (to) 
hasten, through (the) deliberations (and) consecration 
(of its) attendants, so blissful (a) consummation, (to) 
lend unprecedented impetus (to the) present evolution 
(of the) Administrative Order and (to) accelerate 
(the) progress leading (to the) future emergence (of 
the) World Order of Baha'u'll1>.h. 

-SHOGm 

"Dearly Loved Sprague" 
On September 27 the National Spiritual Assembly 

received the following message from Shoghi Effendi 
concerning Philip G. Sprague, whose passing had been 
reported to the Guardian: 

"Heart filled (with) sorrow (at) premature passing 
(of) staunch, exemplary, greatly admired, dearly 
loved Sprague. Memory (of his) notable services (as) 
teacher, administrator (in) North (and) Latin America 
imperishable, recompense (in) Abha Kingdom bounti
ful. Praying ardently (for) progress (of his) soul." 

Nationa.l Baha.'i A.dminlstraUve Headquarters, 536 Sheridan 
road, Wilmette, Illinois, 

Na.tiona1 Trea...oo;urer, 112 Linden Avenue, Wllmette~ Dlinois. 
Ba.hli!i Publishing Committee, 110 Linden A.veDue, Wilmette, 

IUinois. 

Balti j i News Editorid Officf!--See notice elsewbere in this 
jssue. 



4 NOVEMBER, 1951 

National Spiritual Assembly 
Your Evolving State Convention 
Beloved Friends: 

In keeping with the growing importance of the State 
Convention, and in order to facilitate attendance by 
as many believers as possib1e. your National Spiritual 
Assembly has fixed December 2 as the convention 
date for this year. 

Another step has been taken to link all of the 'conven
tions to the same flow of spiritual grace, by establish
ing a uniform time schedule to be observed by all 
State Conventions, as follows: 

All conventions will be opened promptly at 10:00 a.m. 
Morning Session: 10 to 12 o'tclock: Consultation; 

12 to 12:30 Voting Period; 12:30 to 2 Recess for Lunch. 
Afternoon Session: 2 to 4 (or later) Consultation. 
Your National Assembly recommends that the fol

lowing voting procedure be adopted by all state Con
ventions as a means of providing more time for con
sultation, a longer period of fellowship during the re
cess, and in keeping with the anticipated growth of 
the Faith, lookiog to the day when the numbers of 
believers will be too great to permit a full roll call 
at any election: 

A period of silence is to follow the reading of 
prayers and selected writings to enable individuals 
quietly and prayerfully to write their ballots. After this 
period, the chairman is to call the tellers to the 
front where they will sit to check ballots. The be
lievers are to file up to the tellers by rows and have 
their names checked off as they cast their ballots. 
(As soon as an individual has cast his ballot, he is 
free to go to lunch)_ After all the friends have filed 
up and cast their ballots, the State Convention Com
mi ttee is to turn over to the tellers the ballots re
ceived by mail; these are then to be checked by the 
tellers against the voting list and designated as cast 
by mail. No formal adjournment for a luncheon recess 
is necessary under this procedure. 

Under this procedure, it is unnecessary to read the 
entire list of believers in the electoral district. 

Let this message serve as the first call to all be~ 
lievers to a"ttend this year's State Conventions which 
we hope will reach a new and greater level on inspira
tion and dedication. 

-NATIONAL SPIRlTUAr, ASSEMBLY 

First Report on ['sA Questionnaires 
The National Assembly is happy at the response of 

the Local Assemblies in filling out and sending to the 
National Office the monthly questionnaires. The Assem~ 
bly hopes that as soon as at least half a year's reports 
have been received, it will be possible to get a picture 
of conditions on the basis of which helpful suggestions 
can be made. 

A preliminary look 
had been received by 
lowing in response to 

at those questionnaires which 
early September show the fol
part of the questionnaire: 

May June July 
Number of Assemblies reporting .... _ ....... 110 110 99 
Holding firesides .............................. 62 56 48 
Holding deepening classes .. , __ ........ ' ... , ., 75 76 57 
Holding preparatory classes ..... , .... _ ...... - 14 12 6 
Holding.-feIIowsbip gatherings., .. _ ...... _ ..... 30 35 24 
Enrolled believers in month ... , ............ _. 12 6 7 

We realize that this is an incomplete picture because 

not all Local Assemblies reported during this period. 
Too, this is the time of the year when, because of 
vacations and the opening of the Summer Schools, 
there is a slackening of Baha'i activity. 

But the National Assembly wishes to point out and 
congratulate the Local Assemblies on the number of 
firesides and deepening classes which are being held. 
Firesides represent the most effective kind of teaching 
effort. And deepening classes furnish the knowledge 
and spirit for more consistent, daily teaching efforts. 

The Assembly would like to urge a consideration of 
the value of fellowship meetings. The social part of 
the Nineteen day Feast is, of course, the basic and 
minimum opportunity for fellowship, and it represents 
a challenge to both Local Assembly and community 
members to make this a true time for loving Baha'i fel
lowship. 

But other methods of fellowship can be developed. 
Why not have other evenings of fellowship for the 
Baha'i community, and evenings when relatives and 
friends of the believers may be invited? All kinds of 
programs are possible, even under the present auster
ity conditions. Among the possibilities are potluck 
suppers and games, picniCS, home travel movies, and 
an old-fashioned evening with games of charades and 
square dancing. In the spirit of fellowship tensions dis
appear. People may first be attracted to the Faith 
through real fellowship with Baha'IS. And since the 
Master insistently told the believers to be happy people, 
let us demonstrate the quality of fellowship. 

-NATIONAl SPIRITUAL ASSr:MBLY 

(In making out the monthly questionnaires, please 
place any information about children's classes on a 
separate sheet or on the back of the questionnaire. 
Information about holding Anniversary meetings may 
also be reported on the back.) 

Reports on United Nations Activities 
The United Nations Committee requests all the As

semblies and Baha'i groups to report whatever activi
ties they have undertaken on behalf of United Nations. 
The Department of Public Information of UN makes 
a complete report of such activities for publication 
in a News Letters sent to all the nongovernmental 
organizations with which they are in contact, 

. If you have held a special program for United Na
tions Day, for example, the Committee would like a 
brief report of what was done, the name of speaker 
and title of program and reference to any visual 
aids that were used. 

Address the committee through Mrs. Mildred Mot
tahedeh, 225 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 

The Baha'i Principle of Civilization 
This principle has been clearly and concisely ex

plained in a 32-page pamphlet published in 1943. The 
author, Horace Holley, wrote that "A new world has 
been created, a world of God whicb He wills to share 
with man." 

In this year of 1951 when writers and statesmen 
are warning us of the collapse of our civilization, 
Baha'is can find assurance, and inspire confidence in 
their fellow men, through an understanding of this 
principle brought by Baha'u'llilh. 

Copies of the pamphlet are obtaibable through the 
Baha'i Publishing Committee, 110 Linden Avenue, Wil
mette, Illinois. (100 copies, $3.50). 
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The First U.S. Baha'i Pioneer 
Starts for Mriea 

The United States Africa Teaching Committee re
ports that Mrs. Ethel Stephens of Newport News, 
Virginia, sailed from New York City for London on 
October 13, 1951, starting the first lap of her journey 
to the Gold Coast in West Africa. Mrs. Stephens is 
the first United States Baha'i and the first Baha'i of her 
race to go for active service with the Africa Teaching 
Project. In London she will meet with members of the 
British Africa Committee who will assist her in getting 
to the Gold Coast. Upon her arrival there, because of 
her background as a trained Home Economist, she 
will have the opportunity to assist in an important 
research project, under the direction of Dr. Grant of 
Northwestern University. This project will involve con· 
tact and study of the native peoples' diets. 

Thrilled by the historic occasion of getting off its 
first pioneer, the U.S. Africa Committee continues its 
efforts to get more pioneers in the Africa field. Mr. 
William Foster, our first volunteer who answered the 
Guardian's call for Africa pioneers, is now perfecting 
plans which will carry him to Lilieria within a few 
months. 

Copies of the second Africa Teaching Bulletin are 
now available for pioneers and other Baha'is particu
larly interested in the Africa Proj ect. 

-U. S. AFRICA TFACBING COMMITTEE 

International News 
News from Britain 

The Annual Summer School was held for the second 
year at one of the halls of residence of Hull University 
College, where 170 friends attended during the two 
weeks' session. The theme of the School was "Unfold
ing Vistas Of World Destiny". Study courses were con
ducted by George Townshend, Professor Zeine of Bei
rut University and others. As always, the School was 
permeated with that spirit which is felt whenever 
Baha'ls from many places are gathered together, 
as a result of which three enquirers attending the 
School decided to declare their Faith in Baha'u'llah. 
Several offers to pioneer in Africa were made, and 
four Africans who came to tell us about their country 
were sufficiently impressed by their reception to join 
in some other activities during the rem ainder of the 
School session. A Baha'i wedding took place for the 
first time at a British Summer School when two 
friends from Persia took advantage of the gathering 
together at the School of many of their Persian friends 
and relatives. Several of the attendants went on after
wards to the European Teaching Conference, in which 
members of the British Baha'l Community actively 
participated. 

Some of the British friends have been fortunate 
in meeting Professor Neumann, engineer in charge 
of the work on the Shrine of the Bab, on a brief visit 
to London. He and his wife dined with the members 
of the National Assembly, and afterwards Professor 
Neumann spoke most interestingly to a hastily ar
ranged gathering of the London friends. 

The work of consolidation at home is gathering 
momentum, but eight CommlUlities are temporarily 
below nine members. Maintenance of these Assemblies 
at Ri~vim is partirularly important, since if they 

Building the Shrine ef tbe Dab, July, 1951. Workers prepariDl' 
the molds for the reinforced concreie star on the Shriae roof. 

lapse this year, they will have no delegates at the 
Convention of 1953, which is a Centenary and the end 
of the British Two Year Plan. 

The first declaration has been received from Mrica, 
an Indian in Dar es Salaam. The Guardian, when in
formed of this, cabled: "Overjoyed initial victory." 

The Southernmost Outpost 
From Punta Arenas, the City Farthest South in the 

world, a region cold and windy, Louise Groger, the 
North American pioneer writes us news that shows 
that the pulse of the Faith is beating warmly there. 

"Punta Arenas, with its growing fireside meetings 
every Sunday, weekly deepening classes and after· 
noon study classes with friends who wish to be ac. 
cepted as Baha'is, keeps busy and hopes soon to re
port a strong, healthy and self-sustaining Community. 
The Sunday radio program, concluding the sixth month 
of a very direct teaching effort, seems to be reaching 
an ever-widening group of listeners, though there is 
little direct response. Three Baha'i displays in shop 
windows on different business streets in the center 
of town bring inquiries, distribute literature and even 
sell books." 'lLes" (Eduardo) Gonzalez of Guayaquil, 
Ecuador, who also pioneered in Spain, has been with 
the friends in Punta Arenas for about six months. 
Cosmopolitan Brazil 

In Sao Paulo, Brazil there is much and varied Baha'i 
activity. Fireside classes are being conducted in the 
Russian colony, and the talks and discussions may 
be in Portuguese, German and Russian-a not un~ 
common occurrence in this cosmopolitan city. The Sao 
Paulo community holds monthly public meetings which 
attract a goodly number of interested outsiders. A 
famous pianist recently gave a concert at one of the 
gatherings, which spiritually prepared the audience 
for the Baha'i Message that followed. A gentleman 
attending his first Baha'i meeting, was so impressed 
that he offered his club rooms at a nearby lake for 
a future Baha'i conference. 

Films of the Haifa G.ardens have proved a great 
attraction. Among the audience at one of the showings 
was a gentleman who had spent his childhood in 
Israel. He recounted how he had hunted for birds in 
the waste land of Mt. Carmel years ago, and expressed 

himself as astonished and delighted at the present 
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beauty of that area. One of the Sao Paulo believers, 
Hans Abeling, has left by plane to visit the Holy 
Shrines at Haifa, as well as to go to Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem. The youth of Sao Paulo seem to be live wires 
and keep happily busy with weekly meetings and an 
occasional Tea-Dance which is a good drawing card. 
Sometimes the communities of Sao Paulo and neighbor
ing Santos get together to celebrate the Feasts, and 
enjoy a day of spiritual refreshment and happy com
panionship at the beautiful Santos Beach. At Santos 
are the pioneers Syb and Mildred Holmes, who two 
years ago attended the Convention in Wilmette on the 
eve of sailing to Brazil to join the Meisslers there. 

The Faith Progresses Amid Difficulties in 'Iraq 
Baha'is who live in countries where even compara

tive freedom of speech and of press are taken -for 
granted must feel deeply for their brethren in ~Iraq 
and admire their persistent courage in the face of 
great odds. The Faith there can hardly be spread 
except through the weekly meetings and some ·other 
public meetings. Books and pamphlets have been 
translated and even published and then been pro
hibited by the government. On the occasion of the 
C<!ntenary of the martyrdom of the Bab, the 'Iraqi 
friends prepared special programs and sent invitations 
to more than 2000 well-known personalities, men and. 
women. The distribution of the invitations caused a 
great disturbance in Baghdad. The fanatical clergy 
caused much wuest by attacking the Faith in the 
local newpapers and giving speeches in the mosques 
against it. They submitted accusations and complaints 
to the government and by different means succeeded 
in convincing it of the necessity of stopping the com
memorative meetings. The NSA, according to the 
BaM'f laws, obeyed, and stopped their meetings, an
nouncing the cancellation in the newspapers. Some 
fanatical papers seized upon the occasion to denounce 
the Cause. An enemy of the Faith published a book full 
of false accusations, and leading MuQ.ammadan priests 
praised the slanderous volume ·and encouraged their 
followers to read it. The NSA replied to these attacks 
but the newspapers would not publish these replies. 

Financial difficulties encountered by the friends, 
even endangering the payments on the National Head
quarters, were met by the assistance of the Guardian 
and the enthusiastic spirit of sacrifice of Baha'is who 
even sold their personal belongings to meet the crisis. 

Baha'i marriage certificates have at last been of
ficially acknowledged by the civil courts, although as 
yet the government does not recognize the Baha'i 
Faith as an independent religion, and Baha'is are 
registered tmder their former religion. 

An unusual opportunity was afforded to the believers 
to teach publiclYj in connection with the death of the 
Queen Mother of 'Iraq. The NSA arranged a meeting 
in the !:Ia-?;lratu'l-Quds commemorating the 40th day 
of her passing, and issued a public invitation in the 
local newspapers. In the speeches about the life of 
the Queen and her contributions and services to hu
manity, Bah! 'i principles were presented, and par
ticu1ary the Teachings about life after death. The 
NSA sent communications of condolence to the regent 
and these were acknowledged. The NSA also went 

in a body to the royal cemetery, bearing their official 
name, and news of this action was broadcast over 
the Baghdad radio the same night. 

Canada 
A number of Geneva Bureau News Exchange 

readers have commented on how thrilling they find 
it to read of the oDward march of the Faith in most 
distant corners of the earth, which are brought near 
to them so vividly by "picture" stories of those places. 
This one is from the extreme North of Canada: UWe 
have a report on pioneer activities from Garry Rea
Airth. one of the two Baha'is who are working there: 
"We at Moose Factory, are on an island. and Moosonee 
is about three miles away. Transportation at this time 
of year is by snowmobile, dogs, snowshoes, or on 
foot. We have a large Indian Hm~pital here, where 
Miss Nan Brandle is a nurse's Aid. Most of the 
patients are tubercular. . . . The white population 
is somewhere in the vicinity of 200 ... My work con
sists of bookkeeping, interviews with the natives, and 
anything that needs doing. I am most grateful that 
I have been allowed to come here to serve, and daily 
thank Baha·u'llah for the many doors that were opened. 
The Indians here are Cree, and though they speak 
a kind of English, I have started lessons at the Mission. 
I think French would be easier. The white people 
need help here too. How they need more nurses and 
nurses' aids here! . . To all the friends everywhere 
we beth send our love and humbly ask that the In
dians and Eskimos here and those elsewhere in Can
ada be remembered in their prayers." 

Spiritual Assembly of Tokyo 
The Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'ls of Tokyo has 

appointed committees for teaching, publicity., feasts and 
archives. The Assembly members are: Mr~ R. R. 
Imagire, chairman, Mr. Naohi Ykoskino, corresponding 
secretary) Mr. Goro Horioka, Miss F us ae Ichije, Miss 
Shigeko Nakanishi, Miss Agnes Alexander, Mrs. Shozo 
Kadota, Mr. Lane Skelton. 

Miss Agnes Alexa.nder, origlDal pJoneeer teacher in Japa.n~ with 
Mr. Sbozo Kadota, Ja.panese Baha'i now in the United States, 
and other beUevers. Photograph was takeD in home of Mr~ 

Mort. Tokyo. 
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New8 of Central America 
The new course on practica1 aspects of Baha'i Ad

ministration and Procedure which was put into effect 
immediately after the Second meeting of the N ationa! 
Spiritual Assembly has been met with great enthusi
asm in the countries in which it has been presented. 
The new course is in an experimental stage pending 
the completion of its presentation by four members 
of the National Assembly: Zenayda Jurado for Mexico 
City; Artemus Lamb for Costa Rica; Mrs. Raguel de 
Constante for Managua, Tegucigalpa, San Salvador 
and Guatemala City; and Elena Marsella for Panama. 

The believers have been accepting the course with 
even more interest than had been anticipated. The 
laboratory classes give them an opportunity to put into 
effect the "practice makes perfect" theory, and the 
sets of hypothetical problems prove as fascinating to 
solve as the age-old riddles that have always capti
va ted. the mind of man. 

The National Assembly wa s delighted to find that 
Tony FilIon, Baha'i teacher from Chile, outstanding 
for his work in South America, had arrived in the 
Island of Martinique, French West Indies, thereby 
entering our jurisdiction. He was asked to lend his 
valuable services to the Islands of the Greater..Antilles, 
and is, at this writing, cooperating with the Baha'i 
Community in Cienfuegos, Cuba. 

The Communities of Panama City and Colon have 
been fortunate in having several visits from a North 
American Baha'i teacher during the months of August 
and September. Mr. John Verhoeven, Vice-Chairman 
of the LSA of New Orleans, who has his own gift 
shop and beauty salon aboard the United Fruit Line's 
"Chiriqui", has been putting into port at Colon at 
two-weeks intervals, giving public talks in both cities 
and attending other Baha'i activities. 

European Notes 
On February 3rd, 1951, the NSA of Germany ad

dressed a formal petition to the Western German 
Government in Bonn, for exemption of declared be
lievers from active military duty. The petition sets 
out clearly the Bahftli Teachings on the subject and 
offers the services of the believers in any non-com
batant units of the Force. 

Berlin has worked out its teaching program for 
the next quarter. Evening Readings are to be given 
weekly in four districts of the city. The number of 
believers has almost doubled since last year. 

The ltalihn Baha'i Newsletter "Bolletino Baha'i" 
is now edited jointly by three Spiritual Assemblies
Romel Naples, and Florence. 

It was a rare experience for Geneva to be able 
to welcome five pioneers on their way to Africa. They 
were Mr. and Mrs. Banani. Mr, and Mrs. Nakhjawani 
and their charming little daughter aged 3 years, of 
Persia; and Mrs. Philip Hainsworth, of England. Mr. 
Nakbjawani and Mr. Hainsworth, addressing a group 
of Baha'is and non-Baha'is, drew a vivid picture of 
the work already done and of future plans for the 
spiritual conquest of the ·dark continent.' Their im
mediate destination was Dar es Salaam. 

"Regular public meetings with different speakers 
are being held weekly in Zurich. It is encouraging to 
see that there are new contacts at almost all meetings. 

The LSA is continuing the Thursday night study class 
for Baha'is and close contacts who express the desire 
to study the Cause. The present course is on Adminis
tration, and is so arranged that everyone of the 
friends will have a chance to conduct the different 
classes. The youth committee has drawn up a plan 
for Baha'i year 108 which they hope to carry out. 
lt calls for strenuous teaching work as well as the 
foundation of a Baha'i youth Library in Zurich, the 
regular exchange of news with the different Swiss 
communities and other countries, and study week.ends 
for any of the youth in Switzerland who· wish to 
attend. 

India, Pakistan and Burma 
The Secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly of 

the Baha'is of India, Pakistan, and Burma has referred 
us to the Geneva Bulletin for news of hi-s country: 
"We are glad to report tha~ believers throughout India, 
Pakistan, and Burma are showing lively activities in 
promoting the Beloved Faith. We have recently sent 
our pioneers to Malaya and Indonesia. Dr. K. M. Fozdar 
in Singapore, has established a good mediC-oil practice 
and is most keen in conveying the Divine Message to 
the people of the Straits. He is helped by his talented 
wife, Mrs. Shirin K. Fozdar, who visits him occasionally. 
Mr. Payman has established himself in Djakarta as 
an import and export trader, and aglow with the love 
of God, is giving the Message to the people of Java." 

He also gives an account of the experiences of a 
pioneer in some of the Indian villages, who wrote: 
"A heartrending story of self-sacrifice, undaunted per
seve.rance, and devotion lies behind the sudden emer
gence of a large Baha'i community in some villages 
in the District of Benares. I was afforded the unique 
privilege by the NSA to visit one of these villages
Rampur-and serve the friends there in order to enable 
them to form a Spiritual Assembly on the occasion 
of this Ric;lvan. 

°Rampur, a small village on the border of Bihar, 
has about 78 Baha'is. The overwhelming joy and ecstasy 
which I felt when entering the village to hear voices 
raised from all sides by young and old and even chil
drenl greeting me with Allah'-u-Abha, will be the most 
precious experience of my life. I greeted them in return, 
and when we had a little talk, I realized what a great 
transformation has taken place in their mental and 
spiritual stature. These untutored and roughly clad 
simple people, living far from the experiences of modern 
civilized life, who had hardly ever heard about the 
problems of our day, and whose sole occupation was 
tilling the soil and engaging in minor crafts, were 
speaking to me on the inner mysteries of the Qur'anic 
Scripture, the need of the recognition of the signs of 
the times, and the establishment of World Peace and 
Unity. Here was proof of the creative influence that 
is enshrined in God's latest Message! 

"These simple souls were aglow with the fire of 
Bahftlu'llah's Faith. They were on the move to proclaim 
in their own and in the neighboring villages the Glad 
Tidings of the Advent of the Promised One. The fanatics 
among the people rose in opposition and called on the 
help of noted Mulliths and Maulvis from the neighbor
hood in order to frustrate their mission. The Mullcihs, 
when face to face with these new believers, were be
wildered and dumbfounded at the force of their argu-
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ments and at the manner in which they presented the 
Message. When these Mullahs saw their helplessness, 
they resorted to proclaiming that the new believers 
were 'Dajjals' (Anti-Christ) and advised the Moslems 
to refrain from associating with them. and to boycott 
them socially. This was all they could do. 

"At the instigation of the Mullahs, the fanatics burnt 
down the standing crops belonging to the Baha1is, re
fused to pay debts owing to them, and went so far as 
to refuse drinking water if a Baha'i happened to ask 
for some. 

··These conditions continued and exist today. Praise 
be to those who are putting up with such conditions 
with patience and rectitude of conduct, They are firm 
as a rock. Ultimately, on this Ri<;lvim 108 B.E., the 
Baha'i friends gathered separately in Rampur and 
Ekona, the two villages separated by about 10-12 miles, 
and which have about 56 adult Baha'is each, and in an 
atmosphere of love and happiness, elected their respec
tive Local Spiritual Assemblies, and thus carried out 
their Covenant with God in its latest expression. 

"Behind the emergence of these two Baha'i com
munities, as well as some individual Baha'is living in 
neighboring villages, lies a pathetic and moving story 
of one Badi·uz-Zaman-infirm and fragile, who has al
ready spent almost 80 years of his life. I was moved 
to tears when I heard this angelic soul narrate his 
story of service to the Cause. 

"He had been driven out of his home by his wife 
and four adult children in Kamarhatti, West Bengal, 
about three years ago, and came to these villages where 
he proclaimed Baha'u'llAh's Message for the first time. 
The villagers spat at him, believed him to be mad, 
and often dragged him out of their villages. Often it 
happened that Janabe Badi-zu-Zaman had to live in com
plete loneliness outside a village for many days and 
nights without foed and water. Undeterred by all such 
attitudes of those to whom he was giving the Message 
of Liie, he continued with his mission. People knew not 
that the seed of the Divine message had been thrown 
on their soil . . _ . After a couple of years of con
tinuous visits to these villages, the Imam of the mosque 
at Rampur, Janabe 'Abdu'lhih, responded to the Divine 
Call and with him came his associate Janabe MOo 
ham'med Sharif. Shortly afterwards another soul, this 
time a young man, Mohd !srail by name, joined their 
ranks. Janabe 'Abdu'IH.h, I was told, never rested a 
moment after he accepted the message. With a small 
green flag in his hand, he began to teach those with 
whom he came into contact. He went as far as Hydera. 
bad (Dn), where the authorities put him into prison. 
'When released a little later, he came back:. By now, 
the message was known to many, and the number of 
believers slowly continued increasing, till the advent 
of BaM 'u'nab became the talk of the day in each and 
every village of the region. Until now, only individuals 
were coming forward, but from now on, whole families 
began embracing the Faith. 

"Eight months ago, Janabe Badi-zu·Zaman happened 
to visit a village known as Ekona where a fanatic 
Moslem plotted against him, and. with the assistance 
of about 1100 people, seized this innocent soul and had 
him beaten so severely that he became unconscious. 
Fifty to a hundred hlows fell on him at a time, he 
said, particularly on his poor legs, so that he could 

no longer walk to visit other villages. Though an As
sembly had been formed in that village a few days 
earlier, there still is a strong opposition in about 20 
village all round. Let us all pray that Bahii'u'llah may 
confirm and strengthen these new believers in His Faith! 

"In leaving Rampur on my way home, J anabe Badi
zu-Zaman accompanied me for a few yards out of the 
village. With tears streaming from his eyes, he begged 
me to convey to each and every Baha'i whom I meet, 
his loving Baha'i greetings and to request them. on his 
behalf, to say special prayers for him and for the 
newly-born Baha'i Communities in Rampur and Ekona, 
which, as he said, will be a precursor to the hoisting 
of the banner of Baha'u'lliih in the entire District of 
Benares. 

"Janabe Badi·zu·Zaman intends to settle in a place 
about 12 miles from Rampur, so that this village too 
may be blessed with a Bahli'l Community. May 
Baha'u'llah's help be with him in this most sacred serv. 
ice to His Cause!" 

Second Baha'i European Teaching Summer 
Sehool Scheveningen, Holland, September 4 
through September 9,1951 

Uppermost in every mind. and heart as the Second 
Baha'i Summer School in Europe opened, was the 
Message from our BeloYed Guardian, received just 
three days before. It was a sudden call to maturity
of that, there was no dount-a maturity which pre
supposes the shouldering of great responsibility. The 
short period of the following six days was to witness 
a complete change in the outlook of the assembled 
members_ What had seemed impossible of attainment 
in those first few days had, by the end of the Summer 
School, grown into a conviction that it could be done. 
Such a wonderful collective experience is diUicult to 
put into words. Might it not have been a releasing 
of Divine Power as we strove through our study· and 
consultation for a "clearer vision/' "deeper aware
ness," "firmer resolveU and "greater dedication" to 
our purpose? 

Summer School opened Tuesday morning with the 
first of three magnificent lectures on HGod and the 
Universe" by David Hofman-a subject which, as 
he stressed, is beyond human comprehension-yet one 
which was given in a simplicity and Hclarity that 
were most overwhelming." Beginning with the cen
tral theme-the Manifestation-Mr. Hofman pointed 
out that ~'once the process of creation is started. 
originated by God and culminating in the production 
of man who is the image of God, it goes forward
not by the direct agency of God Himself hy by His 
Manifestation." c'Any process," he further explained 
"requires constant attention and ·infusion of power -
hence the necessity of continued appearances of the 
Manifestations of God." Mr. Hofman emphasized the 
importance of understanding that all creation is de
pendent upon the Manifestation of God, and c'that 
it is through His bounty that man is infused with 
new knowledge, new qualities, new potentialities which 
in turn produce new arts, sciences, inventions, etc." 
Stating that the need in every age is a different one, 
showed how today, differing from the time of Christ 
or Mu1}.ammad, man needs "unity, self-assured rna· 
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turity, a higher conception of love and a much greater 
knowledge of his own self." HAll these," he concluded 
«are provided by Baha'u'llah, with the additional 
bounty of guidance which is not subject to human 
fallibility, " 

The discussion following the three sessions brought 
out these thought-provoking ideas: "Imperfections arise 
in the process of coming to perfection-therefore, we 
have problems." "This is the first time that collective 
man strives together toward God.' I 

The second morning-class, scheduled for four ses
sions on "Individual and Group Responsibility in 
'Teachlng" was excellently presented by Eleanor Halli
baugh, Virginia Orbison, Donald Corbin and Angeline 
Giachery. The purpose of this course was to inte
grate all activities to group responsibilities as a con
tinuation of the responsibility of the Individual-and 
to show the interaction of consolidation within the 
commwrity along with expansion into the HExtension 
TeachingU plus stepping into the arena of national 
and regional national teaching. 

Signs of maturity in the technique of consultation 
were evidenced in many ways. It was a pleasure to 
see how entirely divergent ideas on a given subject 
were skillfully taken and welded into a whole----com
pletely satisfactory to both viewpoints, Lively par
ticipation brought out good suggestions for all phases 
of teaching: "Prayer in the first place and prayer in 
the second-and in the third place-PRAYER." We 
should carry with us every day the thought that we 
are on a mission entrusted to us by Almighty God." 
It had been pointed out that "only once in all history 
is man charged with such a colossal and glorious 
task-that of inaugurating this new World Order, God's 
Kingdom." Another: "The most important thing 
is willingness and desire. The first step is arising, 
then assistance is automatic." In discussing the prob
lem of distances which must be overcome in many of 
the European countries, the suggestion was made to 
follow the Guardian's advice to the Australian friends 
who have even greater distances to cope with; "Re
duce the distances. 't 

AI so on Tuesday mornin g. a special session had 
been called to study the Message of the Guardian in 
its entirety-in order that all consultation on teach
ing efforts might be directly and constantly related 
to our new goals. Marion Hofman's long and active ex
perience in the Faith made her, as always, a welcome 
and enthusiastic chairman to lead the discussion on 
this "tremendous challenge." In pursuance of the sub
ject, she explained the significance of the next step 
which is being taken in the international field in the 
rapid unfoldment of the World Order of Baha'u'llilh, 
It was a joy to have the stimulating presence of 
Marion and David and to hear first hand of the thrilling 
progress of the first world project-the African cam
paign, embracing as it does the efforts of five national 
assemblies and how linking so conclusively Europe 
in its great world mission. 

On leavlng the Summer School lor England, the 
Hofmans said: "There is no more question about the 
European Teaching Conference-Summer Schools-We 
come-We have to come." 

Tuesday afternoon we added - two new courses to 
our curriculum: "The Dispensation" and HThe History 
of the Baha'i Faith. U The four key lectures on HThe 

Dispensation: The Bab, BahO,'u'llah, 'Abdu'l-Baha, and 
the Guardian" were given by Honor Kempton. Elsa 
Steinmetz, Marion Little and Charlottee Stirrat!. It 
was a beautiful thing indeed to be a part of so many 
believers with heart and soul seeking for greater un
derstanding of the transcendency of the stations of 
the Twin Manifestations, the Mystery that is 'Abdu'l
Bahil., and the spiritual station and authority 01 the 
Guardians of the Cause of God, 

Tremendous was the spiritual uplifting of those hours 
of concentration together-precious were the glimpses 
into the personal lives of the Founders of our Faith~ 
given with such spiritual charm and vigor by Dr, 
Zeine N. Zeine, who had been closely associated with 
the Holy Family for so many years. A few IIfoot_ 
notes". as he modestly calls these gems, must be 
added: he explained that the World Order of Bahii'u'llith 
was a "system of love," beginning with God Who 
reveals Himself to mankind because of His love. uThe 
Manifestations suffer in order to prepare mankind for 
love. . , If there was one word to describe 'Abdu'l
Baha, it would he LOVE, every letter written in capi~ 
tals. . . . This love pours out from the Center auto-
matically-whether it be Baha'u'llith, the Master, or 
the Guardian .... In true love, the current must 
go both ways. , ' . loving and being loved, , , , If love 
is there, then obedience becomes a joy. a blessing, 
a pleasure-given willingly. We would vie with each 
other if we really love. Thus our obedience to the 
Guardian is absolutely necessary .. ." He concluded, 
owe are all working, building together. The Guardian 
is building through us, We are the stones through 
which this order is being built-we want to be a strong 
rock" he added with characteristic humor~ "not a 
shaky brick." 

Sincere appreciation must be given to David Ned 
Blackmer for the magnificent course, lasting five 
sessions, on "The History of the Faith"-and the prep
aration of maps, outlines, references--copies of which 
we each received and which will be supplemented 
from time to time during the coming year, as a further 
aid to the study of the history. Such visual aids as 
maps and slides (prepared by George Clark) showing 
the scenes of historic places and photographs of well
knO\Vll 19th century figures and a most inspiring dra
matic presentation of the swiftly moving and tragic 
events of the early days up to and including the 
present-brought us close to the beauty of lives which 
by their sacrifice had laid the foundation for the 
social structure we are called upon to erect. 

We had half a holiday on Thursday! Motor buses 
arrived at the Grand Hotel In the afternoon at three, 
equipped with guides to explain points of Interest be
tween Scheveningen and Amsterdam? where the public 
meeting was held in the evening. En route we passed 
through the old cities of Leiden and Haarlem-arrivlng 
in Amsterdam in time to take a quick boat excursion 
through the fascinating net·work of canals in this 
historic city. 

This trip proved, as is so often the case, that 
Baha'is are obs"erved perhaps more than they realize. 
In a letter received from one of the guides on the 
motor bus, we have his first impressions: "When we 
were having dinner in Amsterdam, I noticed that there 
is a unity among all of you, notwithstanding the fact 
that you represent about 19 nations and about 10 
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languages ... Till yesterday I was convinced of the fact 
that it would be impossible for the Germans and the 
French or the Dutch and the Germans to be friends 
some day. You showed me that this is possible indeed. 
This is a very comforting idea and I thank you very 
much again. You gave me some hope for the future 
of mankind. n 

The overall subject of both public meetings (one 
held in The Hague two days previous]y) was ~jThe 

Baha'i Faith. Its Spiritual Dynamics and Its Social 
Principlestl-as explained by the graciou~ chairman, 
Rita van Sombeek, who afterwards introduced the two 
speakers of the evening: Dr. Zeine N. Zeine, speaking 
in English, and Arnold van Ogtrop in Dutch. 

(To be continued) 

American News 
Prominent Japanese Entertained 

The Whitefish Bay, W.isconsin, Baha'is entertained 
World Federalists and foreign students when Baron 
Tatsukichiro Horikawa visited in the home of Law
rence Hautz. The Baron had been in the United States 
to witness the signing of the Japanes Peace Treaty. 
He expressed, through his interpreter, his belief in 
"unifying all people under common law, recognizing 
man as one humanity, recognizing one God and one 
world." He learned of the Baha~i principles, took 
Baha'i books with him, and promised to help· the 
Baha'is in Japan upon his return to his native land. 

The meeting brought together natives of the Gold 
Coast Nigeria, India, Bavaria, Sweden. Norway, and 
Engl~ndJ as well as other natives of Japan. The White
fish Bay Herald carried a long story of the gathering 
and two pictures. 

Bal"OD Ta.tsllkichlro- Horikawa is entertained by the Whi1e6sh 
Bay Baha'is, 011 his way from the Japanese Peace Trea.ty 

Conference in San Francisco. 

How the Word Is Spread 
There is no one way to spread the Bahati Faith. 

The desire in the hearts of all of us to sha re the 
Message of Baha'u'lU.h finds expression in many 
types of meetings. 

Baha'is of Chicago and Salt Lake City report that 
they are studying comparative religions. Another com· 

munity is inviting members of other local religious 
groups to a series of teas. Baha'is will learn the 
fundamentals of other beliefs and present their own. 
The first one was with the Quakers. 

This summer hundreds were introduced to the Faith 
through booths at state and county fairs. Reports have 
been received telling of booths at the Michigan State 
Fair, the New York State Fair at Syracuse, and fairs 
at Mineola, New York. and Topsfield, Massachusetts. 

Publishes Statement on Loyalty to Government 
When the. Baha'i Faith was charged with being a 

subversive movement by a speaker in a club at Cam
eron, West Virginia, the local believers sought advice 
from the National Assembly. One action taken was to 
pay for the publications of the statement on Loyalty 
to Government as an advertisement .in the local paper, 
a direct and dignified, as well as . impersonal, reply 
to the charge. 

The charge has not been repeated since, as far 
as is known. 

Thorton Chase Memorial 
On September 30th, 123 Baha'is of Southern Cali

fOInia met at Inglewood Cemetery to hold memorial 
services for Thornton Chase, the first American 
Baha'i. There were readings of prayers and tablets' 
from 'Abdu'l-Baha for Mr. Chase and excerpts from 
his book, The Baha'i Revelation. A new Baha'I, 
Mr. Kenneth Wiley, who is blind, gave the prayer 
for America. 

Literatnre for the Blind 
The national Baha'i committee, known as "Baha'i 

Service for the Blind," continues its mission of pro
duction of Baha'i literature in Braille and its distri
bution where it will be most useful and appreciated. 

From May 1 to July 31 this year the committee 
has reprinted thirty-five copies of "Communion With 
God" from plates, and these can be purchased by 
the friends. Braille transcriptions completed include: 
"The Advent of Divine Justice" (transcribed by Ken· 
neth Wiley with assistance of Elwin G. Van Zandt); 
HReligion Returns", uYour Experience As a Baha'i", 
and "Compilation of Baha'i Prayers", transcribed in 
Esperanto Braille by Mrs. Emily Schieman; two copies 
of jjThis Temple" and a Baha'i prayer book, tran
scribed by a non-Baha'i friend; and volume two 
(Braille edition) of nprayers and Meditations'\ tran
scribed by Mrs. Gertrude Schurgast. (The complete 
Braille edition will require live or six large volumes). 
The hand-transcribed copies have been shellacked by 
Mrs. Emily Schieman, and all works bound by Mrs. 
Amedee Gibson with assistance of John Gibson. 

The Archives Committee has a full set of the litera
ture so far printed from plates. 
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Directory Additions and Changes 
National Committees 

PubU_1l' 
Miss Mae Graves, Acting Manager. 
110 Linden Ave .• 
Wilmette, III. 
(N ~: Mrs. Clara R. Wood and Mr. J. Thomas Wood 

are on leave of absence). 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 

Boston, Hus. 
Miss Moneveh Weeks. See'y, 
687 Boylston St., Rm. 207 

Keponal Teaching Committees: 
OregOD 

Mrs. Virginia P. Martig, See'y, 
P.O. Box 593 
Gates, Ore. 

Mcmlana 
Mrs. Betty J. Bennett, Sec' y. 
620 N. Henry Ave. 
Butte, Mont. 

InMemoriam 
Death proifereth unto every confident believer the cup 

that is life indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the bearer of 
gladness. It conferreth the gift of everlasting life. 

-BAHUA'U':r.r.AH 

Mr. Walter M. Ford, Lima, Ohio August 26, 1951 
Mr. Mikel Spratt, Monrovia, Calif. September 5, 1951 
Mrs. Agnes Gould, Bridgeton, N.J". August, 1951 
Dr. Chester F. Easter, Vancouver, Wash. Sept. 8, 1951 
Mrs. Dianne Heath, San Antonio, Texas August 20, 1951 
Mr. Henry Wesson, Chicago, Ill., August 8, 1951 
Mrs. Rachel Slagle, Chicago, Ill. September 14, 1951 
Mr. Philip Sprague, Wilton, Conn. September 23, 1951 
Mrs. Ethel C. Edell, Los Angeles, Calif. Sept. 1951 
Mrs. Mary Louise Austin, Cincinnati, Ohio September 

13,1951 

Marriages 
Long Beach, Calif., Mrs. Grace Hall to Mr. Ralph 

Martell (non-Baha'i) (date not reported) 
San Francisco, Calif., Miss Theresa Grover to Mr. 

Frank FaIlmer (non-BaM'i) April 16, 1951 
Downers Grove, m., Miss Louise Hill (non-Baha'i) to 

Mr. David Schreiber May 23, 1951 

New BaM', NetllB Deadline 
In order to get Bana'. News into the hands "f the 

believers more promptly, the Committee has established 
the first of every month as a strict deadline. For ex
ample, material for publication in the December News 
must he in the editorial office by November 1st. 

The Story of a Baha'i Traveler 
Mrs. Loulie Mathews has traveled extensively to 

spread the Baha'i teachings. Her journeys have in· 
cluded visits to Latin America and to South Africa. 

The story of these travels has been told by Mrs. 
Mathews in a lively and charming manner in a book 
just published under the title of " Not Every Sea Hath 
Pearls". 

Copies may he obtained for $1.25, each by ordering 
through Mrs. Harry Ford, P.O. Box 1003, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. Mrs. Mathews is remitting to the Na
tional Baha'i Fund half of the amount received from 
sales 'of the book. 

Sl1g8e8led Program to he used for 
the Day of the Covenant, November 26 
Prayers Page 

The Covenant of God - Blue cloth covered 
Prayer Book .......... , .......................... 118 

All Praise 0 my God - Prayers and Meditations. ... 94 
Prologue - "He is the Glory of Glories" AHW ...• 5 
"Call ye to mind the Covenant" 71st PHW .. . . . . . . . . 48 
Day of God 
UDo you know in what day you are living?" 

Paris Talks by AB, B S ......... , ....... " .. , .. 266-67 
I rThere is a Power in this Cause I' 

Star of West Vol. XI ................. " ....... , ... 243 
The Covenant - PUP .......................... 317-18 
The Covenant Unfolds - "The creative energies", 

"Truths of the Faith." WOB ...................... 144 
Covenant Talk - PUP .... , .... , ................ 375-6-7 
Song of the Covenant, Star of West Vol. V .... , ... ,.. 209 
Difficulty of Understanding Station of 

"Abdu'l-Baha WOB .......... , ................. 131-32 
HIt would be indeed diffi~ulttp-Hcan ever hope to riseu • 

The Mystery of God -- "He is"-
"completely harmonized." WOB ................. 134 

Further suggestions: 
The Covenant - Compiled by Albert Windust. 

World Order Magazine. Sept., Oct.. Nov., 
Dec., 1942 and J" an. 1943. 

The Covenant-An Analysis by George Townshend, M.A. 
The Books of God are Open by E. S. Campbell. 

It is also suggested that if any of the older believers 
have had personal experiences with the Master. time be 
alloted on the program for them to share these reminis. 
cences with their friends. 

-NAnONAL PROJECTS COI\.fMl"I'TEE 

Additional Radio Seripts Now Availahle 
Script No. 251-A special Christmas period script. 

Designed to overcome the problem of what to do 
during the Christmas period. 

Script No. 351-This script is written especially for 
use during the Baha'i State Convention period. It 
is in interview form and takes advantage of the 
State Convention Sessions. 

Script No, 451-A straight interview script, written 
so that it may be used at all times during the 
year. A permanent radio item for your files. 

Cost per script 25c plus postage. Average postage 
9c per script, 18c airmail per script. Send stamps, 
coins, or bills-do not send money orders or checks. 
Address requests to: William B. Sears, Chairman, 
Baha'i National Radio Committee, 4643 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Corrections 
Through an error, the date of the Guardian's letter 

to Mr. Willard P. Hatch, quoted in the Augdst Bah4'j 
News was given as October 29, 1950. The letter was 
dated October 23, 1950. 

In the August issue also, the pictures of the World 
Religion Day exhibits in Boise, Idaho, were credited 
to the Boise Community only. The Ada Community 
cooperated with Boise in this event and should have 
been mentioned. 
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Inspiring Dynamic New 
Teaching Aid 

A wonderful new teaehing aid ha s been developed 
to bring the words of the Bab, Baha'ullah, and 'Abdu'l
Baha to the general public. uWords for the World", 
recorded prayer programs for radio broadcasts, has 
been produced for use throughout the country by 
Baha'i communities, groups, and isolated believers at 
their local radio stations. With these records we can 
bring the magnificence, the inspiration, and the re
generating power of the Creative·Word into the homes 
and lives of Vf'Ople all over this country. As an ad· 
junct to an active teaching program they can be of 
immense ~~'alue· as a medium of new contacts and of 
prestige promotion. 

"Words for the Worldu has been prepared on two 
16 inch discs of four sides, 33 1/3 rpm, consisting of 
three 4 minute programs on each side, making a 
total of twelve in all. These programs consist of selec
tions of prayers and meditations from the Baha'i Sa
cred Writings read by a man and woman against a 
musical background. The two young Baha'is who have 
made these recordings are highly skilled and the en
tire production is dignified, reverent, and moving. 

The word "Baha'i" is not included in the text of 
the programs. It is believed that this will eliminate 
any objection radio program directors may have to 
their use. However, there will be an announcement 
following each program which will identify the broad
cast with the local Baha'i group. 

It is proposed that the local communities or groups 
purchase the set of records and offer them to their 
local stations free of charge. a) The records can be 
offered for use by the station whenever they wish to 
use them, whenever their schedule provides for de
votional periods, such as twice daily, morning and 
evening, for six consecutive days. The annoWlcement 
to be used with this type of broadcast will only indicate 
that the program is presented through the courtesy 
of the local Baha'i community. b) The records can 
be used for regular Baha'i radio broadcasts either on 
free time or purchased time, where the time of broad
cast would be arranged between the local community 
and the station. The announcement accompanymg this 
type of broadcast will give a local address for in
quirers and can publicize a local activity to which 
the public is in vi ted. 

Whichever type of broadcast is arranged, the pro
gram should be used in conjunction with some local 
activity. This could be a fireside, or a public meeting. 
It would be an excellent preface to the Birthday of 

Bahii'u'lliih meeting in the Fall Series, or preceding 
the observance of "World Religion Day". Now would 
be an excellent time to examine the available books 
in your local public library, to make sure there are 
at least one or two good introductory books for in
quirers who might hear the program and ask at the 
library. Either "Bahil'u'llilh and the New Era" or 
I'Renewal of Civilization" should be among the texts 
availahle. 

In order to facilitate the placing of these programs 
with the local radio stations the following procedure 
has been adopted: 

1. The National Radio Committee will prepare a let
to be sent by them directly to local radio stations, 
describing the uWords for the World" programs. The 
letter will state that the program is offered free of 
charge to the radio station addressed, and that a Baha'i 
from the local community will bring the discs, together 
with a local announcement, to the station in person. 

This procedure will lend added importance to the 
programs coming from the National Radio Committee 
of the Baha'is of the United States, and will establish 
an introduction for the local representative with the 
radio station. 

2. Instructions for presentation and the announce
ments to be used with the programs will be sent with 
the discs. 

3. The letter fro", the National Radio Committee to 
the local stations will be sent only if the local Baha'i 
community supplies it with the name and address of 
their local station, and the name of the local representa
tive who will present the records to the station. There
fore, it is imperative that e"'\--ery community which plans 
to use the programs send immediately the name and 
address of its local station and the name of its rep
resentative to Mr. William B. Sears, 4643 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

4. "Words for the World" costs $6.50 postpaid, for a 
set of two discs which -contain the twelve programst 

and is to be ordered directly from the National Projects 
Committee, 933 Central Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. Each 
order must be accompanied by a check or money order 
for the full amotmt made payable to Mrs. Barbara 
Sims, 933 Central Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. (No stamps 
please.) 

Since HWords for the World" is not dated in any way 
it can be used on different occasions at spaced intervals 
for years to come so long as the discs are in good 
condition. This is indeed. a marvelous new aid in our 
teaching work of which every local community, group, 
and isolated believer should avail itself. Order now 
from Mrs. Barbara Sims, Secretary, National Projects 
Committee, 933 Central Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. 
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Messages from the Guardian 
The G1llU'dian Cables Message 
for State Convention8 

This year, for the first time, the Guardian has sent 
a cabled message addressed directly to the State Con
ventions and intended for all the Baha'is present at 
these gatherings. This message will be distributed to 
the State Conventions for presentation by the Officers. 
It will not be made available before December 2. 

There is no doubt a great significance in the Guar
dian's use of these State meetings as a means of 
making direct contact with the body of American 
Baha'is at this time. 

The Guardian's message awaits you and 'Will be 
delivered to you when you attend your State Con
vention on December 2. 

The Guardian on Giving 
The following passage is cited from a letter written 

by the Guardian through his secretary to Mrs. Ethel 
Furbush on December 21, 1931:- . 

As to the idea of "giving what one can afford," 
this does by no means put a limit or even exclude 
the possibility of self-sacrifice. There can be no limit 
to one's contributions to the national fuod. The more 
one can give the better it is, especially when such 
offerings necessitate the sacrifice of other wants and 
desires on the part of the donor. The harder the 
sacrifice the more meritorious will it be of course in 
the eye of God. For after all it is not so much the 
quantity of one's offerings that matters, but rather 
the measure of deprivation that such offerings entail. U 

~rep:a.rMiOlls for the casting' of the giant reinforced concrete 
sfa. OD _ roo! of the ShriDe of the Bab. On ibis founutiOD 

will resi the weighl of the eotire supe_lure. 
Jaly, 1951 -Shogh1 Effendi 

Markers preparing the .- framework 01 the relDloreed 
cODcre1e toundatioa for Ute npentruetare of ibe Bib's SIuIDe. 
AI the rI,hl can be seeD .. comer of the stoae parapet of the 

arcade. 
July, 1951 

"As the Believers Turn Towards 
the Holy Shrine" 

The Baha'is of Champaign. and Urbana, lllinois. re
ceived a letter from the Guardian dated August 5, 
1951 containing a passage so beautiful that it is shared 
with the friends. 

"He feels the drawing of the hearts together, as 
the believers lura towards the Holy Shrine, will pro
duce a greater love and unity amongst the friends, 
and attract the blessings of Bahb. 'u'llah." 

"Mighty Supplementary Task" 
Rejoice departure first pioneer (to) Africa, urge ac~ 

celeration historic process now set (in) motion. Time 
short, tasks ahead manifold, pressing, momentous. Pray
ing ardently increasing response befitting discharge (of) 
mighty supplementary task shouldered (by) valorous 
community. 

-SHOOBI 
Haifa, Israel Cablegram dated October 19, 1951 
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~D8e to t~~ itesolve p~ : . .r: .' 
~ National: ~mbly sparet, with tile frjends, the 

sfatus of our UIlited efforts to carry our many heavy 
financial responsibilities during this sad and serious 
)fearaiter the)lOOfh Allpiversaj-y of the Martyrdom of 
the Glorious Bab. We' all felt' this would be a year 
of great testing and sacrifice-just as our spiritual 
forebears of one hundred years ago, had their year of 
greatest _ persecution. They achieved glorious success
and no doubt we will also. 

This critical year is now half spent. The budget of 
our important Resolve Fund of $275,000, (which i. to 
finance our collective responsibility for Shrine Con
struction work-and Temple Landscaping), called f<>r 
contribution. during this six month period ending Oc
tober 31, 1951 of $137,500.00. Actual receil'ts from Re
solves, and Special contributions for the Shrine, 
amounted to $94,oon leaving a deficit in this Fund 
of $43,400. 

The work on the Shrine, nevertheless has gone for
ward, and payments which we have made totaled 
$115,500. Word has been received from Mr. Ugo Gia
chery in Rome that on October 30th the balance of the 
carved. marble, iron window frames, steel, wire, and 
lumber, needed to finish the Octagon of the Shrine 
were shipped from Italy to Haifa. We have met all 
payments in Italy, when they became due;-but to do 
so, we had to borrow heavily from the Temple Interior 
Construction Fund. In fact, the Shrine accoWlt is in. 
debted to the Temple Fund in the amount of $41,000. 

The response to the Resolve Plan itself has not been 
good. lI61 friends have sent in resolves, with a total 
valae of $120,000.00 or 44% of the total needed. When 
it is recalled more than 2500 friends made resolves 
for the Temple Interior work, it is sincerely hoped 
1here will be an immediate nationwide response to our 
needs now for the Shrine of the Bab,. and Temple 
Landscaping. If any of the friends hi! vo; mislaid his 
or .her Resolve form, or wish additional forms, they 
can be secured by dropping a note to the National 
Treasurer. 

The record of our three Funds, as of October 31, 1951, 
is as follows: .. 

Shrine of the Bab FUnd' . 
as of October 31, 1951. . 

Cash on band April 30, 1951 .............. $ 3,256.21 
Contributions May 1 to Oct. 31, 1951 .•...• 94,099.41 
. Total Cash .. ............... ............. 97,355.82 

Payments made to Haifa and Italy ...•.• 115,500.00. 
Deficit ................................... 18,144.38 

Cash on hand Oct. 31, 1951 •••..••..••..••. 22,855.82" 
* AmOWlt owed Temple Interior Fund-441,OOO.oo 

Temple Interior Fund 
as of October 31, 1951. 

Total Estimated Construction Costs ...... $892,000.00 
Amounts paid to October 31, 1951 ........ 808,41>4.00 

Balance to be paid ............. ..... .. ... 83,596.00 
Cash and Assets on hand: 

Cash ............................. $15,488. 
U.S. Treasury Notes ............•. 30,000. 
Loans to Shrine Fund •........... 41,000. 

Total Cash and Assets .................... 86,488.00 
Amount over Goal ....................... 2,892.00 

;; 'H· G~rariFond'\ 
;r i • . as of Oi(to~ 31, 1951. . 

Ci;sh on habd April 30, 'l1l51~, ...•..• \ •.•••.. $12,338.:i!i 
Receipts May 1 to Oct: 3i, 1951 .... :...... 82,784047 
" Total qash .. .', .. , ....... , .......... ; ....... 95.j.12.&2, 
Payments made May 1 to Oct. 31, 1951 .••• 97,862.82'" 

Deficit ................................... 2,750.00 
We have paid $1,213.33 for technical work on the 

Temple Landscaping; but have been able to set aside no 
lunds from Resolve paytnents, because of the urgent 
need for all Resolve payments to meet our Shrine of the 
Bab obligations. 

-NATIONAL SPIRI'lVAL ASSEMBLY 

Report to the Friends 
Beloved Friends: 

In order to establish a stronger bond of union with the 
believers, the National Spiritual Assembly has voted to 
publish in BaM'i News a summary of its successive 
meetings. 

As background information for the first of these sum
maries, the manner of preparing the correspondence 
for consultation is explained. The correspondence is 
briefly listed for all members and for the Guardian 
in a weekly report which assigns a consecutive number 
to each item calling for action. The letters and reports 
received during the week are then classified by subject 
or department: for example, letters from local Assem
blies, letters from individual believers, from service 
committees, from consolidation and proclamation com" 
mi ttees, etc., and each set olletters i.mailed to a desig
nated member. The members study the material re
ceived and note th", salient facts. 

Each numbered item is then presented at the meeti!lg 
by. the members together with his or her analysis. The 
ma)ter Is then opened for general discussion and Assem
bly action. duly taken. 

The actions are dictated to a wite recorder, with 
analysis and comment as needed to complete the )'i!o
ord, and the Minutes are transcribed from this .or~ 

rding 
.. .. 

reco • 
Now turning to the Minutes of the meeti!lg heldOciO

ber 12, 13 and 14, they show that 98 different votes 
were passed, making a total of 825 votes taken s,ince 
the Convention. . 

In addition to the recording of correspondence, re
ports and other material submitted by mail, the Minnte. 
also contain annexes which summarize conferenceS held 
dtning the meeting, special documents placed on rec
ord, etc. All cables received from the Guardian are 
recorded in the body of the Minutes, and copies of hi. 
letters are attached to the Minutes as preserved in the 
national administrative headquarters from year to year. 

The October Minutes recorded receipt of the Guar
dian's cable of September 24 concerning the agreement 
adopted in principle to purchase an area of land on 
Mount Carmel, and the cable concerning Philip G. 
Sprague, as the principal messages from Haifa. 

The Treasurer's report indicated that the friends had 
responded nobly to the general letter sent out in Sep
tember, but by September an only 812 believers had 
sent in their resolves. The National Fund is still in need 
of determined and widespread support throughout the 
year. Consultation on our collective obligations for 
Shrine, Temple Landscape Plan and the regular obli
gations of the National Fund was prolonged. An individ-
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ual Baha'I can ignorebis personal responsibility In· a 
collective financial obligation, but the National Assem
bly carmol. It is legally as well as morally boUnd. 

A number of cOlllmittee appointments Were made, .as 
some members· previously appointed could not serve. 
and some committees found they needed strengthening. 

A special action taken in OctOber was to provide for 
retirement of Mr. and Mrs. Wood from their years of 
devoted service to the Publisbing Committee. 

As Manager, Mrs. Wood has developed the publishing 
work over a long period, and overcome the difficulties 
encountered through the depression and war eras~ The 
office and stock were transferred by her from New York 
to Wilmette eleven years ago. Mr. Wood concentrated 
on promotion of World Order Magazine and on plan 
for increasing the distribution of the books and pamph-
lets. . 

A joint conference was beld with the National Ref
erence Library Committee to adopt a statement of func
tions and aims. This new service will be reported to the 
friends from time to time in BaM'i New •. 

Vigorous ~ction was taken in order to enable the Af
rica Teaching Committee to send Mrs. Ethel Stephens, 
first American pioneer for Africa, to London enroute 
to the Gold Coast. The Assembly met with Mr. William 
Foster to discuss final arrangements for his pioneer 
missiOn in Liberia. 

A number of· communications were presented from 
Latin America, as the Assembly will continue to advise 
and assist the two new National Assemblies until the 
end of the Second Seven Year Plan in 1953. Plans were 
made for a member to meet with these Assemblies 
during November, in Panama and Lima, Peru. 

Area National and Regional Teaching Committees 
bring up many matters at each meeting. Here one feels 
the pulse of our own American pioneering, the stimula
lion and development of groups and smaIl communities 
across the continent and in_ Hawaii. Close contact is 
maintained with this great field through the bulletins 
which these committees issue and share with our mem
bers, and through their reports and recommendations. 

The Assembly recorded its upbolding of the principle 
that Baha'I mailing lists should not be used for any 
business enterprise. 

A very interesting experience at this meeting was 
the opportunity to hear the recordings of the radio fea
ture "Words for the World" sponsored by the National 
Projects Committee. 

The National Projects Committee's compilation on 
"Drama of Salvation" was presented in nearly com~ 
pleted form, and steps were taken to have it brought 
out as soon as possible as the Institute for the current 
year. 

When all the School Committees have reported on 
their 1951 season, the Assembly will publish in BaM'! 
News a brief summary of School operations. 

The Louhelen School Committee was authorized to 
conduct a Winter School Session. 

A letter was received from Miss Marion Jack, Sofia, 
Bulgaria, and reported her good health and efforts to 
serve. 

The members heard glO\ving reports of the European 
Teaching Cooference and school, held in Netherlands this 
year, and acted to write letters of appreciation to Ba
ha'is and non-Baha'Is who contributed to its success. 

A certified copy of the Dec1aratiwiof. Trust. has been 
sent to the Bo;ha'is of Lisbon to assist them to 'receive 
the necessary permit to conduct meetings. 

Plans. were outlined for the holding of a Memorial 
Meeting' in honor of LOuis G~ Gregory in the' House of 
Worship Saturday everiing, November 24 .. 
. The Assembly approved an Introdnction to be included 
in the· new edition of GleaJlinj1s now on the press. 

A very interesting cooference was held with Mrs. 
Margot Worley, Chairman of the National Spiritual As
sembly of South America. She shared with our members 
two letters from the Guardian encouraging the Latin 
American_ believers. Subjects discussed in this confer
ence included the Fund, how votes. are taken by mail, 
the principle of the Resolve Plan. 

The friends are reminded that meetings of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly do not deal with matter. per
taining to the various Bah .. 'I trusteeships. Such matters 
are recorded in the Minutes of the Trustees. 

The Temple Trustees have devoted much time this 
year to the question of landscaping plans. Mr. Hilbert 
Dahl has been engaged as landscape architect after c0n

sidering designs and estimates from a number of archi
tects. His design has been approved by the Guardian. 
Aetnal work will begin on the grounds early in 1952, with 
the George A. Fuller Company continuing as general con
tractors. 

At their October meeting the Trustees approved a 
type of curtain for the windows and a valance treatment 
for the alcoves. 

A special report on the landscape design will be made 
to the friends through BaM'. News at an early date. 

Since the October meeting could not complete action 
on the agenda, an extra meeting was called for N ovem
ber 3 and 4. 

-N~AL SPnuTuAL AsSBMBLY 

Louhelen Winter School 
The Loubelen Baha'I School at Davison, Michigan, 

will be open from December 23 to 25 for a 3 day con
ference on- liThe Effective Study of the Baha'i WritingsU 

to be followed by a 7 day session from December 26 to 
January 1. This session will consist of two courses: 
"Dramatic Episodes of the Heroic Age" and uTomor
row and Tomorrow". Also, '·Prescription for Living" 
will be the topic for group discussion and research. 

For additional information or reservations write to: 
Registrar, Loubelen BaM'1 School, 320 S. State Road, 
Davison, Michigan. Reservations should be in early as 
accommodations are limited at the school during the 
winter. 

Interesting Reading 
Dr. Stanwood Cobb has just published another inter

esting book, Tomorrow and Tomorrow. We quote from 
the dust jacket: ". . . gives a vivid picture of what lies 
immediately ahead in the way of world progress . . . 
the focusing of world trends toward international peace 
and world federation, eventuating in the creation of a 
world civilization." Order through Baha'I Publishing 
Committee, 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, l11inois ($1.50 
per copy). 

Fait" For Freedom bas been reprinted. The same 
splendid telC!, in a new blue cover. Order through the 
Baha'I Publishing Committee, 110 Linden Avenue, Wil
mette, Illinois (IOe per copy). 
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The Drama of Salvation 
Announcing New Institute Book 

The friends have a waited the promised Insli tute Con
ference Book based on the text of Shoghi Effendi's 
"The Promised Day Is Come. U 

After careful analysis of the material and its vital 
bearing on current world events and the deeper spiritual 
issues of people at this time, the National Projects 
Committee has produced a work for institute study 
which has funda mental importance for all members 
of the American Baha'i community. 

Its title is challenging: The Drama of Salvation. 
The contents are compiled from many Baha'I works 

-the writings of Baha'u'll/i.h and 'Abdu'l-Bahii. as well 
as those of Shoghi Effendi. The plan, in brief, is to 
present the Faith in terms of the destruction of the 
old order, the disintegration of personality and the 
passing of the former dispensations, and the social 
and individual salvation ordained in the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah. 

Here is an instrument by which communities and 
groups, united in profound experience by the power of 
the Word, can rise to new heights of spiritual maturity 
and thereby acquire both vigor and insight for the 
supreme aim of Baha'i life-the spread of the teachings 
and the confirmation of souls. 

The Drama of S3lvation has an introduction which 
explains the scope of the compilation and suggests the 
ways in which this new Institute Book can be effec
tively presented and studied in community gatherings. 

The friends will recall the original aim of the In· 
stitute plan: that through the community conference 
type of study the Baha'is are to become imbued with 
the basic teachings and animated by the spirit of 
the Revelation, that each community and group may 
thereby prepare itself to meet the challenging oppor
tunities which lie before us in the imminent future. 

As soon as publishing date and price are determined, 
the Publishing Committee will send an announcement 
to each Assembly and Regional Teaching Committee. 
When that announcement comes, the National Assem
bly urges vigorous action to spread the information. 
so that communities and groups may equip them
selves with copiesJ and plans for Institute study be 
adopted throughout the Untied States! 

-NATIONAL SPmITUAL l\SSEMBLY 

First Berlin Conference 
in Many Years 
From the Public Re!ations Committee of the NSA oj Germany 

and Austra.lia comes the following report: 

The first Baha'i Conference (Summer School) in 
Berlin took place July 26-<10, 1951 (14-18 Kalimat). 

Two public talks were given by Dr. Hermann Gross
mann. One was on the subject "The Bahitti Teachings 
as the Foundation of the New World Order." This 
was held Friday, July 27, 1951, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Student House on Steinplatz, and was attended by 130 
people. The subject was on a high level, spiritually and 
intellectually, and went well with the audience. 

The second talk, Saturday evening July 28, 1951, at 
6:30. on uThe Baha'i Foundation for a World Com
munity" attracted 125 listeners and was held in 
America House on Nollendorfplatz. At the end of the 

talk about twelve persons asked questions which were 
answered by Dr. Grossmann, having to do with the 
most diverse topics and most of which concurred 
with the thoughts given in the talk. At the second 
lecture our speaker was handed a little bouquet of 
flowers by a lady who was unknown to us, with her 
expression of thanks for what he had given to her 
in both the talks. In personal conversations at the end 
of both talks many appreciative words were spoken. 
The great interest which the programs aroused is 
shown by the fact that over 40 cards were given m, 
with addresses of persons newly interested. In critical 
Berlin with its terrible experiences from the time of 
Hitler and its multitude of other decrees, this is espe· 
cially noteworthy. 

On Thursday, July 26, 1951, seven friends from out
side Berlin took part in the Summer School which be
gan that evening with two public talks attended by 19 
persons. Dr. Grossmann reported on the work in West 
Germany and the completion of the Haziratu'l-Quds 
(the Administrative Center). He spoke of the im
measurable value of the Message of Bah;itu'llah it we 
accept it and absorb it. Everyone. who entrusts himself 
to the spiritual guidance given him by the Teachings 
is often lead in secret ways. At the end the guests 
from outside Berlin reported on their experiences. 

Friday, July 27, the guests gathered in the home of 
Frau Gross, the secretary, to go together to the talk 
at the Student House. 

Saturday, July 28, the friends went to the second 
public meeting, at America House, after coffee at Frl. 
Lodemann's. 

Sunday, July 29, an outing was planned, which was 
favored by beautiful weather. In a closed room we had 
the opporttmity to hear Dr. Grossmann's exposition of 
the Covenant and its great bearing on the Faith. This 
meeting was the high point of our Summer School. 
Questions and answers were exchanged, at the meet
ing, and at the coffee table following, many opportuni
ties arose for personal talks among the friends and 
thus the personal knowledge of the guests was in
creased. Dr. Grossmann often changed his place in 
order to be able to be with all. 

Monday, July 30, in the evening a number of the 
Berlin Baha'is met again, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Seibt, to hear the announced talk on "Proclamation 
and Consolidation of the Baha'i Teachings in Berlin 
under the Special Conditions of Berlin as an Island." 
As a second theme Dr. Grossmann seized on the word 
"Administration," He explained the obligations to be 
fulfilled by the individual members of the Spiritual 
Assembly. Only a spirit of inner connection and a 
hearty working together on the part of the Assembly 
could forward the work of the whole Baha'i Com· 
munity. Only when the Community held together could 
it attract new members and increase its size. The 
chairman thanked Dr. Grossmann for his informative 
talks and for the sacrifices which he had made in 
time, money and strength. without which the Summer 
School could not have taken place. It was promised 
that the NSA would support us as a young Community. 

In conclusion it can be said that our Baha'i Confer
ence (Summer School) of 1951 was a success and car
ries with it an obligation for. the Berlin Community. 
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"The Gathering of brael" 
A Tablet of 'Abdu'I·Baba 

Yau have asked Me a question with regard to Ute 
gathering of the children of Israel in Jerusalem, in 
accordance with prophecy. 

Jerusalem, the Holy of Holies, is a revered Temple, 
a sublime name, for it is Ute City of God . . . The 
gathering of hrael at Jerusalem means, therefore, 
and prophesies, that Israel as a whole is gathering 
beneath Ute banner of God and will enter the King
dom of the Ancient of Days. For Ute celestial Jeru-

. !",lem, whicb has as its center the Holy of Holies, 
18 a City of the Kingdom, a Divine City. The East 
and West are but a small corner of Utat City. 

Moreover, materially as well (as SPiritually), Ute 
Israelites will all gaUter in the Holy Land. This is 
irrefutable propbecy, for Ute ignominy whicb Israel 
has sulfered for well-nigh twenty-five hundred years 
will now be cbanged into eternal glory, and in the 
eyes of all, the Jewish people will become glorified 
to sucb an extent as to draw the jealousy of its enemies 
and the envy of its friends. 

(According to information received by Ute National 
Assembly many years ago, this Tablet was revealed 
by the Master in the year 1897 to a Jewish com· 
munity in Ute Orient). 

QuestiOll8 Children Ask 
This monUt'. issue of The Child'. Wall has an article 

on "Questions Children Ask" by Mrs. Dwelly, who has 
had many years' experience with young children. 

The children's page features stories and poems writ· 
ten by the children themselves. 

To subscribe to Utis bulletin for parents and children 
published by the BahA'i Child Education Committee 
write to: 

Mrs. Amy Dwelly, Editor, 9400 Euclid Ave., Suite 20, 
Cleveland 6, Ohio. 
Rate.: $1.00 per year (6 issues) 20c per copy. 

In Memoriam 
DeaUt profferefu unto every confident believer the 

cup Utat is life indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer of gladness. It conferreUt the gift of everlasting 
life. 

-Bw'u'u.AH 
Mrs. Margaret Rozel, Kenosha, Wis. October 2, 1951 
Mrs. B. J. Brooks, Albany, New York January, 1950 
Mr. Edward Bornside, Providence, Rhode Island Sep. 

tember 10, 1951 
Miss Emily Foster, Santa Cruz, Calif. October I, 1951 
Mrs. Mary Talhelm, Portland, Oregon October 17, 

1951 
Mr. Daniel Mason, Paterson, New Jersey date not 

reported 
Miss RuUt Nordstrom, Kirkland, Washington October 

8, 1951 
Mr. James N. Makins, Santa Barbara, Calif. October 

16, 1951 
Mr. Thomas Bisher, Omaba, Nebraska October 23, 

1951 
Mrs. Caroline Simpson, Saylorsburg, Pa. October 8, 

1951 

Directory AdditiOll8 and ChAnges 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 

Long Beach, Calif. 
Mrs. Grace L. Mantell, Sec'y. 
441 E. 9Ut St. 

Memphis, Tenn. 
Miss Johanna Zimmerman, Sec'y. 
Box 5913 
Crosstown Station 

Dayton, Ohio 
Miss Jessica Perry, Sec'y . 
1613 Home Ave. 

Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Mrs. JoAnne Menking, Sec'y. 
1220 Spy Run Ave. 

BegIanai Teaching Committees: 
Mu •. , Rhode Island, Vermont 

Mrs. Dorothy Anne Frey, Sec'y. 
516 Front St. 
Chicopee, Mass. 

Ohio 
Mrs. Sally Ann McDermott, Sec'y. 
12 N. 6th St. 
Newark, Ohio 

Marriages 
Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Dolores Lee to Mr. James 

L. Vaden September 29, 1951 
Charleston, West Va., Mi.s Nora E. Grass to Mr. 

Carl Hamilton (non-BahA'i) August 18, 1951 
Washington, D. C., Miss Beverly Burke (non-BahA'i) 

to Ensign Roderick E. Jensen, September 26, 1951 
San Bernardino, Calif., Mrs. Evelyn Johnson to Mr. 

Chester Steele (date not reported) , 
Ridgewood, N. J., Miss Virginia Cole to Mr. C. Stuart 

GaibriaUt, Jr. (non-BahA'i) (date not reported.) 
Denver, Colo., Mr •. Cora Rockwell to Mr. William 

Hudson September 14, 1951 
Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Margaret Schneider to Mr. 

Joseph Whitehouse non-BaM'I) (date not reported) 
Honolulu, Hawaii, Mrs. EdiUt Warren to Mr. Charles 

F. Loomis (non-Baba'i) (date not reported) 
New York,N. Y., Miss Mehrafagh Ettehadieh to M~ 

Nejatolla F. Tavana October 4, 1951 
Orlando. Fla., Miss Lois J. Keller to Mr. George 

White Porter (non-Baha'I) (date not reported) 
St. Louis, Mo., Miss Ruth L. Weber to Mr. Robert 

A. Barr October 27, 1951 
Omaha, Nebr., Mrs. Beatrice Campbell to Mr. Casper 

Buss September 20, 1951 
Dryden, Wash., Miss Phyllis R. Armstrong to Mr. 

Lawrence Kiehn (non-Baha'I) June 14, 1951 

NatioDal BIlbA'j AdmIDIlltraUve Headqaarlen, 531 SIaiiJuo 
Road,~bne«e.nwDob. 

Na.Uonal Trea.a1lrer. 112 LiDdeD Avenue. WlbneUe, IIIlDreis. 

Bah"1 PubIlshlDI' CommIttee, UI IADdeD &ftlnle, Wilmette, 
uu-. 

BahA'i News Edilorial Office lee DOUce elsewhere .. -tIds 
Isne. 
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National Project&Crmlrnitlee " '.,' 
Anno_ent of New ln8litute, 

The fundamental thesis of the text i. the Omnipotence 
of God, functioning through Hilt ManifestatioDlt, In the 
lives and affairs of mankind. 

When the Divine Manifestation makes His appearance, 
it is the most important single 'event In the era of which 
He is a part. For through Him the Word of God is 
"made flesh and walks ameng men." The Revelation 
He brings defines the laws, standards and prlndples 
whlchJ once they are proclaimed, are the only pattern 
of life for men henceforth. The Holy Spirit released by 
the new Manifestation flooding over the ;world pe;nneates 
all elements of life and is the generating power which 
creates a linew race of men" and thereby a new society. 
All things which try to deny, to' imped!" or to repulse 
the realization of God's wnL!nthe,worid are destroyed 
and disappear. And graduiilly, a neW-civilization is es· 
tabliShed as the direct result of the dominion In the 
world of the authority of the Manifestation. 

In this age the World of God has again been "made 
llesh" in the persons of the Bab and Baha'u'll3h. 
Bah8'u'1lilh's Revelation opens the vista of a world civili
zation, the pattern of which He has delirleated. We have 
witnessed In the hundred years since tll;' inception of 
the Baha'i Era, under the influence of the Holy Spirti" 
an unprecedented development of all the factors of life 
that' are a part of the neW world aborriing, and we have 
witnessed, contrariwise, the Unprecedented 'decline, dis-
solution and death of all men and agencies that: have 
tried to disregard, or'to obstruct, or to· combat 'it. The 
Baba'i World Community is in embryo the new world, 
and it and it alone is the channel of God's Plan In this 
period of history. 

This mighty theme of the effect of the Manifestation 
uPon the world from the moment of His revelation, is 
developed in the Institute through the concepts of the 
Judgment of God and the Redemption proferred by God 
to men, Individually and collectlv!'ly. 

The first part of the text is concerned with the sum
mons of Baha'u'lJAh to mankind-to KIngs, to Ecclesias· 
tics, and to humanity In general-and with their re
spanse and the judgment effected by God. The hi.tori· 
cal evidence of this response and judgment is presented 
in the decline in royal authority, the waning power of 
the clergy, and the general breakdown of the structure 
of society, and 'the resultant disorder and chaos in hu
man affairs. 

Here is the picture of the revelation of God's Will 
through Baha'u'll8h, and what has happened to all facets 
of society that have ignored or tried to resist or to 
oppose the onward march of the Baha'i Faith. 

The second section of the book deals with the redemp
tion of mankind. First, consideration is given to the 
salvation ¢ indivi4ualm.BD through his contal;t" with. 
the Holy Spirit, ,and his 'transformation into an active 
agent of the world program of Baha'u'l18h, and thereby 
intoa.channel for the redemption of society., This social 
redemption is portrayed through a bird's-eye view of 
the"evOiVing' World Order of BaM'u'll8h. Attention is 
then given to the fact that the Baha'I World Community' 
is'the integrating, cODlttructivei<lrce in, the w~rld, bnild· 
Ing a new civilization, in contrast to all other components, 

of society which are declining and disintegrating in the 
present hour, and which will continue their downward 
plunge with. increasing momentum In the foreseeable 
future. This', 'condition of social chaos will lead' the na
tions of the world to federate a's the only meaDlt of sur
vival, and the "Lesser Peace" referred to by'Baha'u'llMl 
will begin. The theme of universal redemptiOn is com
pleted with mankind's turn from the path' of destruction 
to the task: of erecting a new order; the Baba'i World' 
Community will come to the fore as the repository of' 
God's Program for World Order, and its pattern of world 
sOciety will be accepted. Theil shall the Baba'i Com
monwealth become the supreme authority of the world 
and the' "Most Great Peace" be realized.· 

In the second part of the text then is traced the g.,.d
ual efflorescence of the World Order of Baha'u'lLih , 
God's Redemptive Scheme for mankind today. , 

-NAUONAL PROJJlCTS CoMMl'nZIr 

Proj~t8 Committee: WinterMeetiugs 
WINTER SERIES 1952--Public Meetings geared, to 
Baba'i and non·Baha'i events. ' 

1 . .world Religion Day-J anuary' 20th 
2. National Brotherhood Week-February' 18th-25th 
3. Naw-Ruz-March 21st-27th 
The World Religion Day Kit is available through 

Public Relations for the firs! meeting. There will be 
radio scripts, talking scripts an~ outlines, for ta1k,9, 
available for the 2nd and 3rd 'meetings. It'willbe' 
announced, by bulletins, at a later date When this 
materia! is ready, together with the theme for each 
meeting. ' , " 

Living the Baha'i Life: 
Sacrifice aDd' Service 
o BEFRIENDED STRANGER! 

The candle of thine heart is lighted by the hand IIf 
My power; quench it not with the contrary winds of 
self and passion. The healer of all thine ills is remem
brance of Me, forget it not. Make My love thy treasure 
and cherish it even as thy very sight and life. 

o SON OF DUST! 
Blind thine !>yes, that thou mayest behold My beauty; 

stop thine ears, that thou mayest harken unto the sweet 
melody of My voice; empty thyself of all learriing, that 
thou mayes! partake of My knowledge; and sanctify 
thyself from riches, that thou mayest obtain a lasting 
share from the ocean of My eternal wealth. Blind thine 
eyes, that is, to all save My beauty; stop thine ears to 
all save My word; empty thyself of all learning save 
the knowledge of Me; that with a clear vision, a pure 
heart and an attentive ear thou mayest enter the court 
of My holiness. 

o MY SERVANT! 
Free thyself from the fetters of this world, and loose 

thy soul from the prison of self. Seize thy chance, for it 
will come to thee no more. 

-Bw'u'uJ.:a 

PeTsia" Hidden Words No. 40, Arabic, No. 41, Per
sili" No. 34, 39, 11. 
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SeeoDd Baha'i European Teaching Summer 
Sehool Seheveuiugeu., HoIland 

(Continued from Novemb .... BaM" News) 

With keen logic and complete understanding of world 
conditions, Dr. Zeine summarized the state of inse
curity and lninlinent catastrophe in which man is 
living today. He pointed out how all solutions since 
the Peace Cooference held in The Hague in 1899 had 
failed, explaining the three illusions which are at the 
basis (If present ills: "that political power brings se
curity; that economic prosperity is conducive to happi· 
ness; that modem education makes us better buman 
beings." ,He then elaborated upon the idea that when 
the motivating power of every civilization (that great 
moral and ethical idea) becomes weakened or destray. 
ed. clvilization becomes like a lamp without a light
and humanity again reaches 'this point of no return'''. 
In conclusion, he pointed out that this disease froni 
which humanity is suffering today is a spiritual diS
ease, requiring a spiritual remedy to be administered 
by the Divine Physician. 

Arnold van Ogtrop, the second speaker for both pub
lic meetings, developed the subject, of "The Social 
Principies" of the Faith in a most convincing manner
comparing mankind's needs for a new universal order 
to the lobster who completely leaves its shell once 
or twice during its lifetime and then hides ,lp" til!> 
rocks until the new shell has been sufficienUy form.ed; 
In expillining the principle of unity in diversity;' he 
likened" it to the intricate mechanism of a watch. 
Every part must be p<>rfect-fonctianing together as 
a whole. "U not/' he added l "Then it will not give 
the ~e.u 

'Ibis, year for the first time, there were two public 
meetings held, instead of, one as in former years. 
In both the Hague and Amsterdam, the meetings were 
conducted with a dignity and 'charm enhanced by the 
beauty of Hoiland's flowers. Especially Datable was 
the meeting at The Hague: attendance approximated 
270! Invitations had numbered 15001 And this resulting 
from the efforts of only four believers who lIve there! 

At this meeting on Tuesday evening, Dr. A. Bausani 
of Rome gave the talk on "The Spiritual Dynamics." 
He graphically illustrated his theme that man alone 
cannot do anything by himself-by comparing him to 
"a point traveling throughout a painting on a bi-di. 
mentional plane, which cannot understand the real 
meaning of the picture," or have the true perspective 
that anIy the painter can have. He clearly showed 
that in order to achieve a force which can change 
human nature, both individually and socially, we must 
see with the eyes of God-and that the anIy way this 
can be done is through the Manifestation. 

The celebration of the Feast of 'Jzzat was most 
memorable-being the first truly international Feast 
for many of us present. There was somehow a dis
tinctly different atmosphere--no doubt due to the meet· 
ing of east and west and the confirming power of the 
Sacred Word spoken in so many tongues. Here voices 
in 16 different languages were raised in prayer for 
our beloved Guardian. Rose petals gathered from the 
Holy Shrines were given to each-thoughtfully sent 
by Mrs. Millie Collins. An explanation of the Tablet 
ofAbmad was beautifully given by Dr. Zeine-all of 

which added to the solemnity and joy of an already 
heavenly Feast. Upon one word of suggestion that we, 
as European believers, take advantage of the glorious 
privilege of adding our share to the Shrine of the 
Bab, it was as though the quick and enthusiastic re
sponse had come from one heart. Immediately after 
the Feast, contributions poured in amounting to nearly 
$200,00. 

Impossible is .it to recount all the precious moments 
together-when it seemed hearts would burst from all 
the inspiration that continually poured in. Ooe high 
point was the announcing of the first native family in 
Europe to pioneer-responsing to the Guardian's call 
for expansion-severing home and business ties to e~ 
tabiish the Faith in a new city. 

Everything seemed to strengthen the bond of love 
that knitted together the believers from 19 different 
countries-even the two happy, fellowship evenings
one' on Wednesday evening and the other on Saturday. 
In one, the Luxembourg C.ommunity presented pic
tures of cloaraclerislic scenes in Luxembourg and gave 
an ouUine of the history and legendary stories of 
that beautifol litue couotry. Still another evening, there 
were pictures on the three European Teaching Con
ferences and the Summer Schools in America, the 
Gardens on Mt. Carmel and the Temple in Wilmet_ 
a magnificent work for the most part prepared and 
presented by George Clark. 

lI4ention must., be made of the fascinating and val. 
uable work, being done with children by M"". Tove 
Dell'W'an in Copenhagen. She told us, "Modem chilo 
dren have an insatiable craving for information about 
everything .... They sit like litue glutton. and swallow 
everything that is being explained-demanding a c0n
tinuous flowing top presentation without any interest 
in the effort it causes you. Therefore, put them ques
tions about the historic, spiritual and, social principles, 
and train them in explanations and answers ... Play 
the role of a diHicuit contact-let the children try 
to convince you about the Baha'I teachings, Play work 
shop. Then play that the children are members of a 
community who shall decide which of them shall go 
as delegates to the conference, and who in their esti
rna tion is best able to represent and bring home the 
atmosphere to the rest of the community who are 
not able to go. Then they understand why it is nec
essary to prepare themselves with prayers to remove 
the egotistic wish to be the appointed person." 

In an admirable presentation on "The Divine Art 
of Living," given on Saturday moming, Elsa Stein· 
metz explained that "as an approach to the high 
moral standards to which Bahll'u'Uah has called us, 
we should consider first of all the divine gift of life 
itself" and second those spiritual requisites for the 
new race of men, "men worthy of the Day of God." 
In a most convincing manner, she stated that regard. 
less of economic conditions or liberal attitudes existing 
in many countries today, "there is just one moral 
standard and that is the standard of right and wrong 
set by the Mani1esta tion of God for today. There is 
no compromise. tt 

The discussion period following was lively indeed
especially when the question of smoking came up
bringing forth this classic answer: "The tendency to
day is to live 'within the law'. It shows we have not 
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come to that point of maturity to cease doing a thing 
unless it is a law. I. 

"Books, books, and more books" was the plea of Dr. 
Ugo Giacbery, reporting on the work of "Transla
tions. II uBooks are our tools .in teaching," he said 
explaining that·although mucb progress has already 
been made during the past five years, this work of 
translating the Baha'I Writing. must go speedily for
ward· in eacb of the ten languages necess ary for the 
work in the ten goal countries in Western Europe. 

"BuIlding the Baha'i Community", tiUe of a new 
book published by the European Teacbing Committee 
especially for the 1951 Summer School, was the course 
given by Mis. Edna True. This invaluable book
unique in its preparation-names first all the Baha'i 
Laws and Institutions on whicb the Administrative 
Order is based. In dealing with the essential basic 
features of the Bahi'l Community (the Local Spiritual 
Assemblies, Consultation, the Nineteen Day Feasts, and 
the Local BahA'I Fund) a sharp distinction is made 
between that whicb is administrative or divine in 
nature and therefore cannot be changed-and that 
whicb is based on procedure whicb may be cbanged. 
"Learning to live and function in a Baha'I Community 
is a new and vital experience" and this book is de
signed to make that experience yield glorious fruit. 

We came together on Sunday evening for the last 
time to discuss "Goals Ahead, II an evening given over 
to the elected representatives from eacb of the Goal 
Countries. They seemed fairlY bursting with enthusi
asm and eagerness to return to their respective coun
tries in order to begin at once their glorious and 
challenging tasks-and to share with the friends at 
home their new-found courage and all the inspiration 
and knowledge of these days together. All were de
lighted with the plans of beginning the Regional N a
tional coaperation and extension within their own land. 
Delegates from two different countries set forth their 
goals ahead: three new assemblies eacb by 19531 Many 
were the expressions of gratitude for all the bounties 
they had received, to our dear cbairman, Miss Edna 
True, to the European Teacbing Committee, the Amer
ican Community, to our hosts, the Dutcb friends-but 
above all were the counUess expressions of deep 
humble gratitude to our beloved Guardian and the 
message whicb has awakened all hearts to action. 

Australia, New l.eaJand 
and the Southern Islands 

-CKARLOTTE SmIIlATT 

New Ze:dand: The advent of a Newsletter, the New 
Zealand Pioneer BaM'1s Monthly New.heet, marks 
a new epocb in Regional Teacbing Committee activity, 
it being the first of its kind to appear in this part of 
the Baha'I world. 

The formation of a ne,,!; group at Birkenhead, brings 
the number of Groups in New Zealand to four, with 
two Assemblies-Auckland and Devonport. 

Tasm·ania: In this little far-away heart-shaped Is
land, a small band of gallant workers maintain regular 
personal contact with the goal-towns of Burnie, Devon
port, Scottsdale, New Norfolk IlBd Glenorcby. 

Suva,. Fiji: In a miraculous manner there has come 
into being in Suva a Bah .. 'I Group consisting of seven 
adults and three youth members. The reeent visit of 
Mrs. G. Blum of New Zealand, delighted the heaIts of 
these friends, and was an impetus to their activities. 

They are making an all-out effort to establish an 
AssemblY by 21st April, 1952. 

A u.tTalia: Miss Meg Degotardi of Sydney, recently 
visited Perth, Western Australia, and Adelaide, South 
Australia, where she spoke at several public meetings, 
and to various organiz;ations. 

Mr. Stanley Bolton, Senior, has undertaken a teacb
ing tour whicb already has taken him to Queensland 
and many centre. in New South Wales. He shortlY 
leaves for the States of Victoria and South Australia, 
where he will contact Bah;' 'I Centres and will show 
films of the BahA'I Gardens at Haifa at a number of 
public meetings. The showing of these wondertul 
films is having a profound effect on Baba'is and non
Baha'Is alike. 

Ten Baha'Is recently made a first "spiritual assault" 
on NewcasUe, one of the goal towns in New South 
Wales. Good newspaper publicity, two public meetings, 
personal contacts plus the spiritual dyilamic of prayer
ful preparation made an impact whicb could not be 
ignored. 

An outstanding event in the history of the Faith 
"down under" took place when, at the U.N. Regianal 
N.G.O. Conference held in Indonesia, July 29th to 
August 3rd, the Baha'is of Australia and New Zealand 
were represented bY a delegate, Mr. Stanley P. Bolton, 
Junior. 

Canada 
Banff Conference 

The Banff Conference, held at Holliday House during 
the last week of August, has once again crowned itself 
with glory. There were over thirty fortunate enough 
to be able to attend, over thirty who returned to 
their homes brimming with joy aod inspiration. Mrs. 
Helen Bishop, of PorUand, presented a masterly course 
on "The Book of Certitude," Mr. Bob Donnelly, of 
Regina, gave some very enlightening information of 
pioneering, substantiated by carefully prepared maps 
and diagrams. The children (who, it was reported, 
were exceptionaiIy well-behaved little people) presented 
"A Child Shall Lead Them," under the guidance of 
Lulu Barr, of Regina. The Calgary believers were 
responsible for the daily devotions, and several plays, 
written bY Alan Fraser, of West Vancouver, were pr0-
duced in an impromptu manner, to the apparent de-
light of the onlookers. • 

The public meeting, held on the 31st of August, at 
whicb Helen Bishop was the speaker, attracted a num
ber of local residents, one of whom asked the Baha'is 
to hold a monthlY fireside at his home. 

Central America 
Mrs. Valerie Nichols, sister of Artemus Lamb, who 

has been pioneering in Portugal for the past four 
years, stopped' at Cristobal, Canal Zone, en route to 
California. She was met at the boat by Mrs. Cora 
Oliver and Miss Mabel·Sneider, Baha'is from the Canal 
Zone, and later was able to meet some of the Baha'is 
from Colon and Panama City. She attended the Sun
day public meeting in Panama City, and after the 
regular talk, spoke to the visitors and Bah .. 'Is of de
velopments of the Faith in Portugal, Spain and Eng
land. Mrs. Nichols and her husband are planning to 
return to Central America within a few months to 
establish themselves in San Jose, Costa Rica. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Ullman, Baha'Is from Germay 
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were expected to arrive at Cristobal, Canal Zone, 
aboard the SIS TTitone on November 3, Mr. Ullmann 
became a Hah8'i in Sao Paolo, Brazil, and served the 
Faith there until he became ill and was forced to 
return to Germany for trea !ment. He has been ad
vised that the climate of Central America will be 
beneficial to his complete recovery, and therefore will 
establisbed himself in either Costa Rica or Guatemala. 

Local SpIrlmaJ Assembly '" the _'Is 01 Cairo, Egypt, 1951. 
For the first time WOOleD have been elected .. Local AssembUes 

in Moslem countries. 

Egypt 
The Egyptian friends have been a Hhalf-way house" 

for a good many of those who are on their way to 
pioneer in other parts of Mrica. Recently Mr. Ted 
Cardell, a pioneer from England to Nairobi, Kenya, 
stopped for two nights with the Baha'is in Cairo and 
Khartum. 

After preliminary measures had been taken for the 
acquisition of a piece of land for a Baha'i cemetery 
at Alexandria, the municipal authorities of that city 
wrote to the LSA that it regretted having to stop all 
such measures. They also stated in their letter that 
the Municipality was only awaiting the termination of 
the formalities of acquiring a new piece of land alreadY 
allotted by the Government, at Mamura, to which all 
present cemeteries will be transferred, and in which 
a part of the land will be set aside for a Baha'i ceme
tery. Meanwhile the Assembly will approach the 
Government for a solution of the problem of burials 
before the project is initiated. 

Recent news from Addis·Abeba, Ethiopia, show good 
progress in the teaching work. Important personalities 
are investigating the Cause, and have asked for- Baha'i 
literature. The Baha'i have furnished a new meeting 
place where gatherings are regularly held. 

Contributions by Egyptian Bah,,',s for the Holy Shrine 
have exceeded 1,000 pounds, but unfortunately, owing 
to money restrictions, they are unable to send these 
contributions. 

German Bahii'i Youth 
The September BaM'i JugendbTief, or Youth BuUe· 

tin, of Germany, a most attractive little magazine, 
brings news of the unforgettable Youth Week held 
from August 18 to 25 near Heidelberg. At Dilsberg, 
where a youth hostel has been built onto the castled 
ruin above the Rhine, 70 Baha'i youth from various 
parts of Germany, England, Switzerland and even 

Persia, met for happy association and a most profit
able study of RUl).iyyih Khanum's PTescription JOT 
Living, which all felt was intimately related to the 
problem of living the Baha'i life, especially for the 
younger people. Free time was spent in hiking through 
the lovely environment, in enjoying evenings of hilari ... 
ous fun, and in making some visits to the Amerikahaus 
in Heidelberg, where cultural films were shown, in
cluding colored views of the Haifa gardens. Letters of 
German youth visiting New York, Colombia, and Au· 
stralia, give a vivid impression of the vital closeness 
of our world wide family. 

First Iberian Conference 
To discuss Spain and Portugal's cooperation in ful

filling the goals set by the Guardian in his cable to the 
Fourth European Teaching Conference, the First Iber
ian Conference took place on September 14, 15, and 
16. The nine native believers and the pioneers who 
had attended the Fourth European Teaching Confer
ence brought with their reports the very spirit of this 
Conference, so that all present were uplifted to a new 
feeling of closeness to the World Center of our priceless 
Faith and to fresh resolve- to break down the barrier. 
which have existed traditionally between Spain and 
Portugal. 

Recommendations resulting from Uris historic Co~ 
ference included: the exchange of community bulle
tins and of qualified teachers, the formation of an 
Iberian Teaching Committee, extension teaching work 
to form six new assemblies, and an Iberian Fund for 
the Sepulchre of the Bab. 

J .. panese children 5 to 8 years old singing lor the _'I lady 
at the Parent Teachers Association, Tokyo, a.t whicb Barbara. 
Davenport gave the BahA'i M~. SlIe and her iuterpreter, 
Mrs. Fujisana. are in tbe center, singlD.I' EngI1sh BODes with 

them. 

Japan 
From Japan comes an enthusiastic report of ways 

being opened for the propagation of the Faith. Re
cently Barbara Dean Davenport, wife of Lt. J. C. 
Davenport, stationed in Japan, spoke before the PTA 
of the Kindergarten School. In her talk on "Education," 
given in English but successfully translated by Mrs. 
Mitsu Fujisawa, Mrs. Davenport was able to give 
the Baha'i message. So appreciative was the audience 
of 300 (and Mrs. Davenport comments? "This is one 
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of,' the smaller "groups to, which,: I 'have given talks 
in the' paSt sixmonths",!}fhat shelliasasked to con· 
tiriue the talks once a month. She and Lt. Davenport 
devo!itly hope that this m'ay be po~sible" for there 
is milch work to be done with a' vast number of 
contacts. The Davenports may be returned'to the U. S. 
as their next assigntrtent, but they: have asked for 
the prayers of the friends and of the Guardian, ,in 
order that some way may be found to continue with 
the ,tremendous t'lsk in Japan. 

Members ollhe Parent Teachers _1100, Tokye, and their 
aaests who beard Mrs. Barbara. Davenport. give the Bab&'" 

Message In a talk OIJ ettucatlon. 

American News 
Ma88 Proclamation in the 
Mid-South 

During the months of September and October Baha'i 
exhibits were staged at ,three of the leading Mid-SQuth 
fairs: The Kentucky State Fair at Louisville, the Tri· 
States Exposition at Memphis and the Mississippi State 
Fair at Jackson. ' 

Sponsored by local groups iri cooperation with the 
NSA of the United States and the Western Division of 
the ANTe of the Southern States, these exhibits, it was 
thought, would publicize the Faith in this difficult sec
tion and perhaps fulfill one of the objectives of our 
program for the current Baha'i year, namely, a wider 
proctamation of the Faith. 

Brilliantly sparked by Annie Romer, the Louisville 
group led off with an attractive booth spotlighting the 
Temple model and featuring pictures of Baha'i shrines 
and an attractive display of Baha'i publications. Here, 
in addition to the hundreds of people who passed and 
saw the exhibit, more than one hundred and fifty said 
they had seen the Temple at Wilmette and some of 
these had been through it; many theological students 
came and indicated interest; one man said his minister 
w'bo had recently been to the Temple spoke to his 
congregation about the Faith; one man said that a pro
fessor of philosophy at the University had spoken on 
the Faith; many had seen the article in Life Magazine; 
a few were openly anta gonistic and seemed quite exer
cised over the spread of such a false doctrine; one 
woman stated that it was all too good to be true and 

another said that she could not wait to get home and 
read the litera lure. 

Manned by a 'fireside group, the Memphis exhibit 
featured flowers, -books ,and pictures centered about the 
Temple model. Here the response ranged from mild in
terest to open antagonism; sever a1 . remarked that if 
the princ;:iples were. really ·made to work we would -have 
a peaceful world; ministers of several Christian churches 
including Episcopalian, Methodist and Lutheran and 
one Mormon elder stopped and i'1vestigated and asked 
questions about the Faith; a Methodist student said that 
he had written a term paper on the Faith during his 
senior year at his theological seminary; soine ladies 
assured the friends that the Baha'is were well along 
on the road to perdition and one lady wrote ... "Letter 
to the Editor" protesting that such a pernicioUs and 
poisonous doctrine should not be allowed to be shown 
at "our Fair. H 

The Jackson exhibit, held in a tent on the Mid-way, 
was staged by the Jacksn LSA ably assisted by Evelyn 
Lackey Bivins of Gulfport, Mississippi. This exhibit spo~ 
lighted the Temple model and featured a large framed 
copy of the principles and an exhibit of Baha'i publica
tions. By means of chairs, seated audiences Saw recur
rent shows of such ADL films as "The Brotherhood of 
Man;; and our own ,Temple slides and Haifa Garden 
movies. These shows were accompanied with back.· 
ground music on an amplifier from the local cenler 
along with expositions of salient points of the Faith. 
Here an American Indian, attached to one of the shows 
on the grou:nds, came for literature and an interview; 
he had heard of the F'aith from one of Baha'u'llllh's 
handmaids at Oklahoma City; a group of stode"ts from 
Mississippi Southero College stated that they "have 
about fifty stodents there who call themselves Baha'i •. " 
Many had seen the Temple at Wilmette and the arti!lle 
in Life Magazine; a dozen or more indicated. that they 
would like to attend fireside groups and public meetmgs. 

The attractive Baba'i exhibit at Ibe Kenlacky Slate Fair at 
LouisvUle was seen by tboasands of Jieople rna.,. or whom. 
stopped for in'liervleWli or took away with them literature 011 

Ibe Falib. 
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_'I eshlbll _h at the Trl-8tate ~_ at Memplols, 
TeDr sseel with • record atteDdance of 325,010 people fnm1 tbe 

mid-south states of Arkansas. TeDD:eBSee~ and. Mlsslssippt. 

In addition to the Temple model which was a com
mon-denominator of these exhibits, all were well identi .. 
fled by large dignified signs reading: "BaM'; World 
Faith." Literally thousands of pieces of literature were 
presented to those who indicated sofficient interest and 
many who were further interested bought books. Fol
low-up meetings were planned at all three places. 

Whatever results may be forthcoming from what be
ganas an idea and developed into a project, the con
sensUS of opinion is that more people have been inter .. 
viewed and given literature than could have been 
reached by Bny other means. The future is in the hands 
of Bahs'u'llBh, but this work of mass proclamation has 
been done. 

'l'Ile J""boD. _ppI exIIIIM 0CC1IPIed .. teat oa the JDIol. 
.... y. A bPp, .Uraetive sIga OIl the froid of the tom IdellWied 
!be alllbit as an educational eshihit of Tbe Bahf.'i WorN FaIth. 

A Tribute'to the Faith 
A ten-inch article in the MemphisPre88-ScimitaT. for 

OCtober 5, 1951, carried, a double column· headline: 
WINGFIELD FOUND PEOPLE OF BAHA'! ARE 
TRUSTED BY ALL. The article announced a talk Dr. 
Marshall Wingfield would make on his tour of Israel and 
began with the answer given to the Memphis minister 
when he asked a Jewish newspaperman in Haifa about 
the Baha'is: "The people of that faith are very gentle 
and free from hate. They bless everything they touch 
in Haifa." 

Dr. Wingfield said, the article goes on, that he found 
both Moslems and Jews "trusted the people of Baha'I 
because they have no ax to grind, nothing but good 
will." He learned that during the fighting of 1948 both 
Arabs and Jews allowed the Baha'is to go about as they 
pleased. "They were welcomed equally by both sides. 
They administered to the wounded of both and could 
come and go as they pleased when they identified them
selves as Baha'is. II 

After telling of the origin and teachings of the Faith, 
the artclle concluded with the minister's statement: 
"It is a syothesis of the fraternal and benevolent ele
ments of all the great religions. Its own great insistence 
is that l,ove is the reconciler of the human race. For the 
BahcPi religion I have a warm spot in my heart. u 

Dr. Wingfield was a member of the American Chris
tian Palestine Commission and was on the same tour 
made by the Revereod Potts of Kansas City whose re
actions were printed in a recent Baha'i News. 

On Other Platforms 
In Logan, Utah, a Baha'I was asked to speak at a 

symposium in the Presbyterian Church for the Associa
tion of Church Women. Roman Catholics, Protestants, 
and Latter Day Saints were also represented. ' 

The members in East Cleveland received their best 
newspaper publicity when they presented a program 
from the pulpit of the Swedenborgial;t Church of the 
Holy City on Saturday October 13. ., 

A Bahll 'j was selected' to speak on religion at the Hu
man Relations workshop of the Women's Forum of Nas
sau County, New York. Other topics included in 'the 
workshop were mental hygiene and education. " 

Distance 18 No Barrier 
Distances are usually considered a great handicap 

in Montana, but Baha'!s came 200 miles to attend the 
teaching conference and Institute in Helena. The three 
communities of the state divided the responsibility for 
portions of The Promised D:lY Is Come. Visiting Bahi'ls 
from North and South Dakota also attended. 

Salem, Oregon's only believer no longer feels iso
lated, realizing that she can draw upon the members· 
of other communities for help in teaching. Portland 
friends drove the fifty miles to Salem bringing "home
made cake, books, literature, enthusiasm and such love 
that the room at the YWCA began to glow." Another 
Baha'i drove an equal distance in a driving rain over 
mountain roads, without windshield wipers, bringing a 
thermos of hot coffee. The speaker came from yet an
other direction. 

Briefs 
Royal Oak, Michigan, Baha'is have received per

mission from the school board to keep their children 
out of school to observe the Baha'I Holy days. 
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Through two suppers served to the friends by mem
bers of the community, the Baha'is of Oakland, Cali
fornia, have been able to send $75 to the fund for the 
Shrine of the Bab. Mr. Tranquillino Cortez prepared 
a Filipino dinner for One occasion and Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Jones prepared the other. 

The exhibit for Religious Education prepared by the 
Orlando, Florida. Baha'is was arranged so that it could 
be seen both inside and outside the store. There were in· 
terior and exterior views of the Temple, an invitation to 
the public meeting, and the Bible, the Koran, Glean
ings, The Hidden WOTds, a book on Comparative Re
ligions, the World Bible, and BaM'i World Faith. 

Conviction Succeeds 
Sgt. Benjamin Levy tried persistently for 14 months 

to secure assignment to a non-combatant unit in obedi~ 
ence to the Guardian~s instruction that aU Baha'is en
deavor to seek recognition as conscientious objectors. 
Sgt. Levy has been transferred to a medical unit. 

Exterior view of Ute display at OrlaDdo, FlMida., In prepara.Uon 
for .. pabUc meeting on "World Religion - Keystone or 

Education." 

Fourth European Teaching Conference 
"Beloved Guardian's Message to Fourth European 

Teaching Conference moved one hundred forty repre
sentatives from nineteen countries to prayerfully dedi· 
cate themselves to the accomplishment of the breath
taking goals laid before us with loving confidence. Con
ference sends heartfelt prayers for the Guardian's task 
for building Holy Shrine." 

This cahle which was sent to the Guardian from the 
Conference expresses the spirit that permeated all the 
sessions of the Fourth European Teaching Conference, 
held at the Palace Hotel, Scheveningen, Holland, from 
August 31st to September 4th, 1951. 

The Guardian himself set the tone of the Conference 

in his cable", read at the opening session, setting forth 
the goals of the closing years of the Second Seven Year 
Plan in Europe, and declaring his confident antiCipation 
that "upon (the) termination (of the) brief span ( of the) 
remaining two years", there would be U(the) gradual 
formation (of) regional National Assemblies (as) pre
lude (to the) emergence (of a) separate National As
sembly (in) each goal country as well as (the) launching 
(of) organized campaigns," in collaboration with the 
United States and Germany, "aiming (at the) spiritual 
conquest (of the) remaining sovereign states (a!) Eur
ope and, God willing, reaching beyond its borders as 
far as (the) heart (of the) Asiatic continent." And 
climaxed in the reminder that "(The) future edifice 
(of the) Universal House of Justice, depending for its 
stability on (the) sustaining strength (of the) pillars 
erected (in the) diversified communtiies (of the) East 
(and) West ... awaits (the) rise (of the) establishment 
(of) similar institutions (on the) European mainIand." 

The Conference meetings were held in the large ball
room of the palatial Palace Hotel, just five minutes~ 
walk along the beach, which afforded excellent opper. 
tWlity for exercise between sessions. with the added 
advantage of a change of locale. Seven long tables 
covered with soft green velour accommodated the 
friends, and at the speaker's table pink begonias and 
ferns made a lovely setting. A large screen was placed 
at one end of the room On which to show pictures and 
films, and on the walls were pictures of the Shrine of 
the Bab, the Temple in Wilmette, together with pictures 
and material on the Africa Project. A display of the 
books which have been printed in the goal countries 
was very artistically arranged by Ugo Giachery. 

Everything that could possibly be done to provide the 
friends with the physical comforts had been done, and 
in the address of welcome given by Miss Rita van Som
beek, chairman of the Amsterdam Local Spiritual .As
sembly, she said, uWe have been responsible for the 
physical aspect of the Conference, and we feel it has 
been a source of unity drawing us all together. We 
have felt at every step the blessings of Baha'u'llah 
because without His assistance nothing could have been 
arranged on such short notice! We, therefore, realize 
how heartbroken our Italian friends must be that they 
were deprived of this bounty of acting as your hosts." 
The Dutch believers also provided folders in which to 
keep the mimeographed copies of the various addresses 
and messages, and those folders for the delegates were 
artistically decorated with scenes of Holland. 

* Published in November BaM'i News. 

(To bs continu.ed) 
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Messages from the Guardian 
Increasing Rebelliousness 

A Cablegram from the Guardian 
With feeling profound concern, grief, indignation, am 

compelled disclose Baha'i world recent developments 
Holy Land furnishing further incontestable proof rela
tionship established old (and) new Covenant-breakers 
demonstrating increasing boldness, marked, tragic de
cline (in) character (and) spiritual condition grandchil
dren 'Abdu'l-Bahb.. Their shameful attitude (and) con
duct receiving approbation their elders. Evidences mul
tiplying attesting Rubi's increasing rebelliousness, ef
fort. exerted my eldest sister pave way fourth alliance 
members family Siyyid 'Ali involving marriage his 
granddaughter with Ruba's son (and) personal con
tact recently established my own treacherous, despicable 
brother Riaz with Majdiddin, redoubtable enemy 
Faith, former henchman M\.1.hamlnad-~A1i, Archbreaker 
Baba'u'llili's Covenant. Convey information al1 National 
Assemblies. 

Cablegram received 
Wilmette Dec. 13, 1951 

(Signed) SHOGm 

Shoghi Effendi's report of the recent developments in 
the Holy Land demonstrating further evidences of dis
loyalty and rebelliousness among members of the fam
ily of 'Abdu'l-Baha will be received with grief and pro
found horror by every American Baha'L The record as 
disclosed. in successive messages sent by the Guardian 
over a period of years quickens us with a greater sense 
of our own personal and collective responsibility. The 
faithful BaM'is, the far-flung community of the Greatest 
Name, represent the true inheritors of the spil"itual es
ate bequeathed for the enrichment of the world by the 
Center of Baha'u'llah's Covenant. We who would above 
all long to be sources of consolation to OUI' great Leader, 
must, with increasing determination pursue the' allotted 
tasks and press onward to the exalted goals. 

May the entire American Baha'i community become 
imbued with such unshatterable determination that the 
evidences of this vigor will be visible in Haifa. This is 
our answer to every example of Covenant-breaking that 
may occur, now or in days to come. 

-NATlON"AL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

The Guardian's Message to State Conventions 
Advise assembled friends focu~ attention (on) vital, 

pressing, paramount needs (of) National Fund (at) this 
critical juncture. Hour (is) ripe recall unnumbered trib
ulations, sacrifices heroically endured (by the) Dawn
breakers, culminating (in) Baha'u'llahts afflict~ve i~
prisonment (in) Siyah Chill, Centennial of whIch (IS) 
now approaching. Urge deepening realization (of) sa-

credoess, preeminent importance (of) twin purposes 
(which) individual resolves serve. Appeal immediate, 
unanimous, sustained, decisive response, safeguard 
thereby American community's share tribute (to) memo 
ory (of) Founder (of) Faith (on) occasion (of) forth
coming Jubilee (of) Birth glorious Mission. Praying be
fitting answer (to) heartfelt plea. 
Cablegram received November 4, 1951 -SHOOBI 

The Guardian's clarion call to the State Conventions 
was sent to the various State Convention Committees 
with request that it be given to the Convention officers 
to present to those present as the first order of busi. 
ness. 

The cable is published in B aha 'i News for the inspira
tion of the entire American Bah!'i community. The only 
befitting answer which the National Assembly Can make 
to Shoghi Effendi's heartfelt plea is that the number 
of resolves has been greatly increased. Until the body 
of the friends is unitedly committed to sustain the two 
purposes of the financial plan-payment of Shrine con. 
tracts in Italy and cost of Temple landscaping, that 
befitting answer cannot be made. The members of the 
National Assembly are convinced that the message of 
our revered Guardian has had full effect. 

-N.'!.TIONAL SPmrnrAL AaSEMBLY 

"'Work on the octagon walls as seen ·from the elevation behi:Dd. 
Ute Bib's Shrine." - ShiJgbi Eft'endl. (A comparisoD of the 
pictures published here~wltb those taken in August aDd pub-
lished In Bahi.tfi News for -November and December will. show 

how fast the work on the Shrine is progressing). .. 



2 JANUARY, 1952 

~'Vlew iJ:Iside the oclagon being erected on the roof of the 
o:rtcfDal baildlDg of the B3.b's Shrine. Note the door frame 
which wiD give access to the roof of the arcade from the interior 

of the superstructure." - Shoghl EfI'endi. 

When a Person Becomes a Balui'i 
On March 12, 1949, the Guardian, through his secre

tary, wrote the following answer to a question submitted 
by Mr. George B. Galinkin. 

"When a person becomes a Baha'i, he gives up the 
past only in the sense that he is a part of this new and 
living Faith of God, and must seek to pattern himself, 
in act and thought, along the lines laid down by Baha'u'
llIih. The fact that he is by origin a Jew or a Christian, 
a black man or a white man, is not important any 
more, but, as you say. lends color and charm to the 
Baha'i community in that it demonstrates unity in di
versity." 

Corrections 
The letter from the Guardian published on page one 

and two of Ba.hd'i News for July, 1951, contains an un
fortunate typographical error. 

On page two, first column, fifth 1ine~ the words Bem_ 
bossed. in so sacred a mountain" should have been 
printed, "embosomed in so sacred a mountain. JI These 
passages ar'l excerpts from the long letter, dated March 
29, 1951, which had previously been published as an 
insert in Baha'i News. 

•• * 
In the cablegram from the Guardian, dated Septem· 

ber 24, published on page two of Baha'i New. for No
vember, the correct reading should be: "Prolonged deli· 
cate negotiations involving mlnistries of Finance and 
Religious Mairs and Haifa Municipality" and not "of 
Haifa Municipality." 

National Spiritual Assembly 
Fellow Co·workers: 

At the State Convention, the National Spiritual As· 
sembly submitted for consultation by the friends, in the 
light of the Guardian's special message to the Conven· 
tions, a statement showing the budget requirements of 
our Funds for the first six months of the current Baha'i 
year, and the extent to which our cash receipts fell short 
of these budget needs. 

A similar budget statement, covering the seven month 
period ending November 30, 1951, is given below. 

It will be noted, that in this seven month period] our 
contributions fell $54,500 short of the Budget needs. It 
al so will be noted, that if we are to meet the budget set 
up for the present Baha'i year, during the remaining five 
month period (December 1951 to April 30, 1952), contribu
tions totaling $242,000, or an average of $48,400 per 
month, are required. During the first seven months of 
the year, the average monthly contributions were $29,. 
700. This will indicate to the friends, the degree of sac· 
rifice which will be necessary during the remaining 
months of this fateful year, if we are to meet our budget. 

-NATIONAL SPlRlTUAL AssEMBLy 

Statement Showing 
Budget Requirements, and Cash Be ceipts, 

for Baha'i Year 1951·1952 

Budget for Year 1951-1952: 
Resolve Fund: 

Shrine of the Bab· .................... $200,000.00 
Temple Landscaping ................. 75,000.00 

Total Resolve Fund .................. 275,000.00 

National BaM', Fund .. '" ...... '" ..... 175,000.00 
Total Budget ........................... $450,000.00 

PROGRESS-May I-November 30, 1951 

At the end of the first seven months of the current year, . 
here is where we stand in relation to our Budget. 

Budget Contributions Deficit 
Requirements Received 

May· May· May· 
November 

Resolve Plan $160,4QO.OO 
National BaM'i Fund 102,100.00 

November 
$110,000.00 

98,00.00 

November 
$50,400.00 

4,100.00 

Total Progress $262,500.00 $208,000.00 $54,500.00 

REQUIREMENTS-December 1, 19S1-April 30, 1952 

Budget Deficit Total 

Resolve Plan 

RequIrements 
Deeember· 

April 
$114,600.00 

National Baha" Fund 72,900.00 

May-
Requirements 

December· 
April 

$165,000.00 
77,000.00 

November 
$ 50,400.00 

4,100.00 

Total Requirements $187,500.00 $ 54,500.00 $242,000.00 
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The Annual Convention 
In order to quicken in the hearts of the friends a 

deeper realization of the vital importance and unique 
functions of the Annual Convention, the National Spiri
tual Assembly has decided to publish a series of three 
articles on this subject in successive issues of Baha'i 
News_ They will be based upon the words of the Guar
dian. 

First of all let us consider the fact that the Conven
tion determines the membership of the national adminis
trative body each year. In so doing it chooses those 
who are to serve as trustees of the national activities 
of the Faith, those who publicly represent the entire 
Baha'i community, those who are responsible for the 
collective decisions and receive and dispense its col
lective funds. The nine elected members have, under 
the Guardian, final authority over the admis.sion and 
removal of individual believers, appoint all natIonal and 
regional committees, safeguard the status of each local 
Spiritual Assembly, and even (in the future) serve as 
the electoral body for the selection of the members of 
the Universal House of Justice. 

Those whom the Convention chooses must represent 
the Faith in relation to the civil government and the 
community in relation to other national Baha'i commu
nities_ They hold title to all national Baha'i properties 
and they initiate or sponsor aU national plans. 

Baha'i progress ultimately rests upon the spirit gen
erated and released through the community. The Con
vention therefore has the mission of determining all 
manner of qualities, and capacity on different planes. 

"Hitherto the National Convention has been primarily 
called together for the consideration of the various cir· 
cumstances attending the election of the National Spiri
tual Assembly," the Guardian wrote as long ago as 
January 29, 1928. "1 feel, however, that in view of ~e 
expansion and the growing importance of the adminls
trative sphere of the Cause, the general sentiments and 
tendencies prevailing among the friends, and the signs 
of increasing interdependence among the National Spiri
tual Assembles throughout the world, the assembled 
accredited representatives of the American believers 
should exercise not only the vital and responsible right 
of electing the National Assembly, but should also fulfill 
the functions of an enlightened, consultative and co
operative body that will enrich the experience, enhance 
the prestige, support the authority, and assist the de
liberations of the National Spiritual Assembly. It is my 
firm conviction that it is the bounden duty, in the inter
est of the Cause we all love and serve, of the members 
of the incGming National Assembly, once elected by 
the delegates at Convention time, to seek and have the 
utmost regard, individually as well as collectively, for 
the advice, the considered opiI)i<.>n and the true senti
ments of the assembled delegates." 

The remainder of this passage will be found in Baha'i 
Administration. 

Later the Guardian amplified this statement in order 
to correct a certain erroneous impression. "Concerning 
the status, rights and prerogatives of the Annual Baha'i 
COIWention, the Guardian wishes to make it quite clear 
to all the believers that this annual meeting of the dele
gates is by no means a continuous consultative body 
all through the year; that its twofOld function of electing 

the body of the National Spiritual Assembly, and of 
offering any constructive suggestions in regard to the 
general administration of the Cause is limited to a 
definte period; and that consequently the opinion cur
rent among some of the friends that the delegates are 
to serve as a consultative body throughout the year 
is at variance with the fundamental, though as yet un
specified, principles underlying the administration." 

"Nothing short of the all-encompassing-all-pervading 
power of His Guidance and Love," Shoghi Effendi re
minded us in 1925, "can enable this newly enfolded order 
to gather strength and flourish amid the storm and 
stress of a turbulent age, and in the fulloess of time 
vindicate its high claim to be universally recognized 
as the one Haven of abiding felicity and grace." 

This appeal makes it incumbent upon us all to broaden 
our view not only of the Convention but of every Baha'i 
body, until we perceive them all in terms of their desti
ny-to maintain the social order of humanity in the 
age of justice, knowledge and peace. 

--NATlONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Concernin8 BaM'. Elections 
The National Spiritual Assembly is issuing a series 

of brief statements concerning elections, based on the 
Guardian's directions. 

No believer can e:»ercise his voting right to its ut
most possibility wthout being profoundly conscious of 
the nature of Baha'i institutions and of the qualities 
needed in their elected members. 

liThe Lord hath ordained," Baha'u'llah revealed, "that 
in every city a House of Justice be established therein." 
The Guardian has likewise cited many passage~ from 
the Tablets of 'Abdu'I-Baha. "The prime requisite for 
them that take council together are purity of nature, 
radiance of spirit, detachment from all else save God, 
attraction to His Divine Fragrances, humility and lowli
ness amongst His loved ones, patience and long suffer
ing in difficulties and servitude to His exalted Thresh
old." 

"Should they be graciously aided to acquire these 
attributes, victory from the unseen Kingdom of Bah&. 
shall be vouchsafed to them. In this day, assemblies 
of consultation are of the greatest importance and a 
vital necessity. Obedience unto them is essential and 
obligatory." 

Shoghi Effendi has referred to "the necessary quali
ties of \Ulquestioned loyalty, of selfless devotion, of a 
well-trained mind, of recognized ability and mature ex
perience. " 

Reflection upon these passages makes it clear that 
the Baha'i elector, independent as he is of party influ
ence and political machinery, has a real responsibility 
to consider the qualities, action and services of his 
fellow-believers, not hastily, as the election draws near, 
but continuously throughout the year. 

"I feel that reference to personalities before the elec
tion would give rise to misunderstanding and differ
ences," the Guardian has written. UWhat the friends 
should do is to get thoroughly acquainted with ·one 
another, to exchange views, to mix freely and discuss 
among themselves the requirements and qualifications 
for such a membership without reference or applica
tion, however indirect, to particular individuals. We 

. should refrain from influencing the opinion of others, 
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of canvassng for any particular individual, but should 
stress the necessity of getting fully acquainted with the 
qualifications of membership referred to in our Beloved'. 
Tablet. of learning more about one another through 
direct, personal experience rather than through the re
ports and opinions of our friends." 

Shoghi Effendi has also emphasized the believer's 
responsibility for taking part in elections, but has stated 
that new believers, or believers moving to a new lo
cality, Wlacquainted with the members of the commu
nity, are not obliged to vote. 

-NATIONAL SPlRn'UAL ASSEMBLY 

Baha'i Identification for Member. 
of the Armed Forces 

After extensive correspondence with the Office of the 
Adjutant General in an effort to secure Baha'i identifica· 
tion tags for believers serving in the armed. forces, 
the National Spiritual Assembly is very happy to re
port the result to the friends. 

In a letter dated September 7, 1951, the Adjutant 
General's Office wrote: 'iIt is permissible • . . for 
the soldier to wear or carryon his person in such 
ways as to be concealed from view an additional iden
tification disc or tag provided. by his religious group 
to identify him as a member of that group." 

This means that while the army will not provide 
Baha'i identifiea tion tags. we may do so for members 
of the Baha'i community. 

Tbe National Spiritual Assembly therefore has taken 
steps to secure a quantity oi circular discs perforated 
for cord, bearing the words "Baha'i Faith/' 

Believers in the armed forces may obtain one by ap
plying to the National Administrative Headquarters, 536 
Sheridan Road, Wilmette, Ill. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

The Green Acre Story 
Beloved Friends:-

Our hearts were gladdened and our spirits lifted 
by the opening of the Summer Schools this year. Your 
National Assembly has received glowing reports from 
many of those who attended the various schools, which 
indicate that the high purpose to which these Baha'i 
Institutions are dedicated is gradually being achieved. 

In order that you may have a fuller understanding 
of the summer school operations, we plan to publish 
in Baha'i News statements covering all the schools. 
The first of these conceTIlS Green Acre, in Eliot, Maine, 
which is the largest of the schools, and is the site 
where the Beloved Master stated the first Baha'i Uni
versity would be erected. 

Green Acre opened its season with a highly success
ful Baha'i Youth Camp, from June 15 to July 1. Tbis 
camp was attended by a total of forty youth and eigh
teen adults. Many of the youth were non-Baha'is who 
were greatly attracted to the Faith, and at least two 
oj them subsequently declared themselves as believers. 
Much work was performed in building maintenance, 
improvements, beautification of the grounds, with 
recreation and study as a balance. There were daily 
consultation, devotions, and formal study courses. Rates 
were $15 per week, which met the bare expenses of 
food and maintenance. 

Recently a.ppo1nted Green Acre Development. CommJUee. Read
in&' leU to ri&h': Lyle Hadden, Bon-ah K&veIID, Da.vid. Babe, 
Robert McLa.ughlin:, stua.rt Sims~ Luclen McComb, Curlis 

Kelsey~ 

The formal school season opened on July 3 and ex
tended for almost ten weeks terminating after the Labor 
Day weekend. Records indicate the highest attendance 
of any season in many years, with a total in all cate .. 
gories of 923 (including the youth camp). Of this num
ber, 419 were transient. Classes were of an exceptionally 
high level, and the "Spirit" was very much in evidence 
througbout the season. 

When it is considered that the Green Acre School 
Property comprises over one hundred acres of land, 
improved by seventeen buildings whose replacemet:tt 
cost would represent hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
it will be readily seen that utmost care has been exer
cised during our period of austerity to maintain this 
valuable property on as moderate a basis as permis
sible. 

Through the services of a devoted, excellent caretaker. 
Mr. Lucien S. McComb, Jr., who has done much of 
the repairs and maintenance at little cost except for 
supplies and materials, and as a result of much work 
done by the Youth Camp, we have endeavored to limit 
as much as possible the expense of deferred main. 
tenance that accumulated during the two years in 
which the schools were closed. 

The following figures are self-explanatory: 
Gross Income (1951 School Sea son) 

From Rentals of rooms $12,884.05 
From transient meals served 437,95 
From miscellaneous income 1,197.04 

Total Gross Income: 
Operating Expenses (including ali 

salaries) 

$14,519.04 

~,902.41 

Net Operating Profit $ 616.63 
It was necessary this year to replenish much of the 

worn-out equipment and add to the furnishings. Tbe 
total cost of capital expenditures, repairs, and main. 
tenance was $4,364.75. It was also necessary to pur
chase a second-hand station wagon at a cost of $1,345. 
Taking these costs into' account, the net C,ost of the 
school operation this season was $5,093.12. 
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The normal expenses of maintaining this 
must, of course, be met whether or not the 
in operation. Some of the:se expenses are: 

property 
school is 

Real estate taxes: 
Insurance on the buildings 
Water charges 
Salary of caretaker (esti mated) 
Miscellaneous 

$1,644.62 
1,523.66 

158.00 
600.00 
400.00 

$4,326.28 
These expenses are in addition to the cost of operat~ 

ing the school and may be regarded as fixed charges. 

Steps are now being taken by your Trustees to secure 
exemption from real estate taxes of the properties at 
Green Acre that are used in connection with the ope
ration of the school. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Living the Baha'i Life: 
Sacrifice and Service 

Praise be to Thee, 0 Lord my God! I am the one 
who hath sought the good pleasure of Thy will, and 
directed his steps towards the seat of Thy gracious fa
vors. I am he who hath forsaken his all, Who hath fled 
to Thee for shelter, who hath set his face towards the 
tabernacie of Thy revelation and the adored sanctuary 
of Thy glory. I beseech Thee, 0 my Lord, by Thy call 
whereby they who recognized Thy unity have sought 
the shadow of Thy most gracious providence, and the 
sincere have fled far from themselves unto Thy name, 
the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, through ~hich Thy 
verses were sent down, and Thy word fulfilled, and 
Thy proof manifested, and the sun of Thy beauty risen, 
and Thy testimony eatablished, and Thy signs uncovered, 
-I beseech Thee to grant that I may be numbered with 
them that have quaffed the wine that is life indeed 
from the hands of Thy graciOUS providence, and haVE 
rid themselves, in Thy path, of all attachment to Thy 
creatures, and been so inebriated with Thy manifold 
wisdom that they hastened to the field of sacrifice with 
Thy praise on their lips and Thy remembrance in their 
hearts. Send down also upon me, 0 my God, that which 
will wash me from anything that is not of Thee, and 
deliver me from Thine enemies who have disbelieved 
in Thy signs. 

Potent art Thou to do what Thou willest. No God is 
there beside Thee, the Help in Peril, the Selfsubsisting. 

-Bw'u'u.AH 
Balui'i W (>TId Faith, p. 152 

Man must become evanescent in God. Must forget 
his own selfish conditions that he may thus arise to the 
station of sacrifice. It should be to such a degree that 
if he sleep, it should not be for pleasure, but to rest 
the body in order to do better, to speak better, to explain 
more beautifully, to serve the servants of God and to 
prove the truths. When he remains awake, he should 
seek to be attentive, serve the Cause of God and sacri
fice his own stations for those of God. When he a IItains to 
this station, the confirmations of the Holy Spirit will 
surely reach him, and man with this power can with
stand all who inhabit the earth. 

-'Asou'r.--BABA 
BaM'; World Faith, page 384. 

Encyclopaedia Britannica Article 
Reprinted for Teaching Use 

Acting upon the suggestion of a number of the friends, 
the National Spiritual Assembly has requested the Pub
lishing Committee to reprint the brief statement on the 
Faith, which has appeared in the Encyclopaedia. Bri
tannica.. 

Permission to reprint has been obtained from the edi
tor of the Encycl.opaedia and a notation to this effect 
appears on the reprint. 

The statement is. now available in the form of a 6x9 
sheet which can be given out at meetings or mailed 
with letters and printed programs. The use of this sum
mary of the Teachings in the Encyclopaedia carries a 
definite prestige which should add to its value in your 
teaching work. $2.50 per 100 copies, from the Baha'i 
Publishing Committee, ll() Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Publishing Announcement 
The 1952 Calendar (Baha'i Era, 108-109) showing an 

Interior view of file Temp1e, taken from the upper gall· 
ery, is available at 15c each. 

The Institut~tudy, DTama of Salvation, announced 
in December Baha'I News, is $1.50 per copy. Order 
through: Baha'i Publishing Committee, 110 Linden 
Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. 

Membership Restored 
The believers are informed that Mr. James Overbeck 

has been restored to voting membership in the Ameri
can Baha'i Community. 

-NATIONAL SPmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Notice to All BaM'. New .. Readers 
Notification concerning change of address, deaths, 

marriages, transfers and anything else pertaining to 
the mailing of Bana'. News should be sent directly to 
National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheri~ 
dan Road, Wilmette, Illinois. 

If thou seekest eternal glory, let thyself be humble and 
meek in the presence of the beloved God; make thyself 
the servant of all. and serve all alike. The service of 
the friends belongs to God, not to them. Strive to become 
the source of .harmony, spirituality, and joyfulness to 
the hearts of the friends. 

Ere long the word of God will display a wonderful 
influence and that region (America) will become the 
paradise of Abha. Consequently, strive ye bravely that 
this aim may be accomplished in the near future. Striv
ing means this: ye must live and move according to 
the Divine commands and behests, be united in loving 
with joy and ecstacy; . . . engage continually in the 
service of the Cause of God. 

NaUonal Ba.Jui.'i Administrative Headqaarters, 538 SberidaD 
Road, Wlbnette, IUlnois. 

National Treasurer, 112 LiDdell Avenue, Wilmette, IIIIDois. 

Daba'i Publishing Committee, 110 Linden AVeDDe, WUmeMe, 
1UlnoI •• 

Baha'i News Editorlal Offiee-see DOUce elsewhere fD UIi:&I 
Issue. 
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Baha'is attending the fourih European Teachings Coaference aud Summer School. August 31~Sept~ 10, 1951, at Scheveningen. BoilaDd. 

Fourth European Teaching Conference 
Note: The Guardian's portentous announcement of the 

plans for celebration of the Jubilee in 1953 includes a 
Teaching Conference to be conducted by the European 
Teaching Committee in Stockholm. This indicates the ex
treme importance of the European project carried on by 
the European Teaching Committee since 1946. The be
lievers will therefore follow with intense interest all cur
rent reports of this work, especially of the i~pressive an~ 
nual conference. To place the full report in the readerts 
hands, the editors publish the entire text in this issue, 
repeating the openjng paragraphs appearing in Decem
ber. - EDITOIlIAL COMMITTEE 

··Beloved Guardian's Message to Fourth European 
Teaching Conference moved one hundred forty repre
sentatives from nineteen countries to prayerfully dedi
cate themselves to the accomplishment of the breath
taking goals laid before us with loving confidence. Con
ference sends heartfelt prayers for the Guardian's task 
for building Holy Shrine." 

This cable which was sent to the Guardian from the 
Conference expresses the spirit that permeated all the 
sessions of the Fourth European Teaching Conference, 
held at the Palace Hotel, Scheveningen, Holland, from 
August 31st to September 4th, 1951. 

The Guardian himself set the tone of the Conference 
in his cable*, read at the opening session, setting forth 
the goals of the closing years of the Second Seven Year 
Plan in Europe, and declaring his confident anticipation 
that "upon (the) termination (of the) brief span (of the) 
remaining two years", there would be !I(the) gradual 
formation (of) regional National Assemblies (as) pre
lude (to the) emergence (of a) separate National As
sembly (in) each goal country as well as (the) launching 
(of) organized campaignst" in collaboration with the 
United States and Germany, "timing (at the) spiritual 

conquest (of the) remallllng sovereign states (of) Eu
rope and, God willing, reaching beyond its borders as 
far as (the) heart (of the) Asiatic continent·." And 
c!iIp.axed in the reminder that "(The) future edifice 
(of the) Universal House of Justice, depending for its 
stability on (the) sustaining strength. (of the) pillars 
erected (in the) diversified communities (of the) East 
(and) West ... awaits (the) rise (of the) establishment 
(of) similar institutions (on the) European ;"ainland." 

The Conference meetings were held in the large ball
room of the palatial Palace Hotel, just five minutes' 
walk along the beach, which afforded excellent oppor
tunity for exercise between sessions, with the added 
advantage of a change of locale. Seven long tables 
covered with soft green velour accommodated the 
friends, and at the speaker's table pink begonias and 
ferns made a lovely setting. A large screen was placed 
atone end of the room on which to show pictures and 
films, and on the walls were pictures of the Shrine of 
the Bab, the Temple in Wilmette, together with pictures 
and material on the Africa Project. A display of the 
books which have been printed in the goal countries was 
very artistically arranged by Ugo Giachery. 

Everything that could possibly be done to provide the 
friends with the physical comforts had been done, and 
in the address of welcome given by Miss Rita van Sam
beek, chairman of the Amsterdam Local Spiritual As
sembly, she said, "We have been responsible for the 
physical aspect of the Conference, and we feel it has 
been a source of unity drawing us all together. We have 
felt at every step the blessings of Bah8.'u'llah because 
without His assistance nothing could have been arranged 
on such short notice! We, therefore, realize how heart
broken our Italian friends must be that they were de· 
prived of this bounty of acting as your hosts." 

*Published. in November Baha'i News. 
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The Dutch believers also provided folders in which to 
keep the mimeographed copies of the various addresses 
and messages, and those folders for the delegates were 
artistically decorated with scenes of Holland. 

Miss Edna True. Chairman of the European Teaching 
Committee,-and so deeply loved by every European 
Baha'i-acted as Chairman of the Conference, and on 
her right side sat Miss Honor Kempton. the representa
tive of the ETC in the Geneva office, who assisted 
by reading the many cables and letters that poured 
in during the session, and provided copies of mimecr 
graphed material used during the sessions. 

The Conference opened with the reading of a prayer 
by Hans Slim, the second Dutch Baha'i under ihe Sec
ond Seven Year Plan, and was followed by a brief 
review of the world events which had transpired in the 
World Center of the Faith since the last Conference, 
by Miss True. "We have entered into a new stage in 
the evolution of the world-wide Baha'i community,!} she 
declared, ~'one which demands a fuller maturity than 
has ever been manifested before, one which calls for 
the most careful and conscientious balancing of effort 
and resources as we learn to function and serve simul
taneously really on three levels of Baha'i action,-local, 
national and international. 

uWe are fast nearing the completion of this phase of 
the Second Seven Year Plan-the European Teaching 
Projeet. In the short time left to us much, very much," 
she warned, iihas still to be accomplished, . . . the 
most vital and important of which is the establishment 
and development of strong, firm, vigorously functioning 
communities!" And in her closing remarks expressed 
the hope that "from this gathering may flow a great 
cleansing, renewing invigorating spirit, which, like the 
tiny circle starting from a stone dropped into the midst 
ot the ocean, will grow and spread throughout the Cause. 
Thus, though our personal efforts may seem very un
important and the part that we as individuals are to 
play, far removed from the world-wide sweep of the 
Cause, we may come to realize that, endowed with the 
eternal spirit of God we become an integral part of 
His Plan for the Redemption of mankind. As the drop 
ot rain both partake s and adds to the wealth of the 
ocean, we will joyously contribute our share and there by 
gain inestimable spiritual blessings." 

You can imagiI,le the emotions that were stirred at 
the reading at this point of the cable from our Guardian 
by Honor Kempton, and the immediate buzz of excited 
conversation that followed. After the translations the 
Chairman announced that a special time would be given 
for the consideration of the cable point by point, but 
in the meantime, "please jot down your ideas and 
suggestions. I' 

Messages were also read from the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the United States, the European Teaching 
Committee, the newly formed NSA of South America, 
LSA's of Rome, Brussels and Copenhagen, Mother True, 
Mary and Ed Bode, Baha'is at Louhelen School, and 
Etty Graeffe, who had hoped to be present at the Con
ference but was prevented because of illness. A healing 
prayer was read in her behalf. A personal greeting from 
the NSA of England and from Germany was given, 
together with those from many other countries including 
Australia, the farthest, and Turkey represented at the 
Conference for the first time by a father and son from 

Istanbul. Greetings were brought from Josephine Kruka 
in Finalnd and a prayer was read for her assistance. 
The messages are too numerous to mention ali, but 
perhaps the last one should be mentioned since it came 
from far-off Greenleand from PaHe Bischoff who had 
attended the previous Conferences, the first Baha!i in 
Denmark under the ETC project, and who is referred 
to in the Guardian's cable. 

The RoH Call the first day showed 128 Baha'is in 
attendance and in the days following, as new ones 
arrived, it became 140, representing 19 cOWltIies in 
Western Europe, Asia, Australia and North America. 

Consultation at the first afternoon session was key
noted by Jean Deleuran of Copenhagen, whose paper 
on "Living the Baha'i Life", was read by his wife, 
because he unfortunately could not be present. One ex~ 
cerpt from Dr. Deleuran's paper will suffice to convey 
his dynamic and practical approach to this subject: 
~'Studying the Holy Writings and meditating upon them 
must be a part of our daily life. Man must learn to 
prepare his spirit, empty himself of all except the will 
to serve God, to be able to become a pure channel 
and an effective instrument for God. He must feel him
self iat home' in the Divine Writings, to know them as 
well as he knows the different components of his 
material life. It is normal that we feel iat home' in a 
telephone directory ~ in the quotations from the fish 
market, in the newspapers and a thousand other things 
which surround our daily life. How much more im
portant it is, that we feel iat home' in the Divine 
Writings t the foundation upon which our lives, our work 
and our deeds must be based . . . " His challenge 
that HBaha'is must have the courage to be different" 
evoked very lively and interesting consultation. 

In the evening everyone enjoyed pleasant relaxation 
in a truly international program arranged by Mrs. 
Marian Little with Dutch and Negro Spirituals song by 
Arnold van Ogtrop of Bussum, Holland; Spanish songs 
by Virginia Orbison- of Madrid, Spain; and Portuguese 
songs and dances by Lidia and Armando Boucas of 
Lisbon, Portugal. These were followed by the German 
Baha'is and other groups singing national songs round
ing out a delightful evening. 

"Building the Baha'i CommWlity" was the subject 
for the next morning's session and was keynoted by 
Louis Henuzet iiwho" the chairman explained. in intro
ducing him, "has had growing pains on the Brussels 
Assembly 1" That the pains were worth having, was 
evidenced by the apparent ease with which he answered 
the questions, and conducted the consultation on this 
subject. 

HOn the faith of each member of the community", 
he said, "rests the foundation of the administrative 
structure which is taking shape. Christ said: 'Thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock, I wilJ build my Church.' 
Friends," he cried t 'iLet our faith be like a rock! The 
Cause of God may rest on such a rock! From faith is 
born hopel From faith is born assurance1 From faith 
is born a vision of the world of tomorrow. And our 
Cause leads to the realization of this vision; our Cause 
which is the only, the unique Ark of Salvation for 
humanity t" 

From the discussion of the community the Conference 
turned in the afternoon to consideration of the wider 
field of i'Regional Cooperation" in which the teaching 
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aspect on tile national level of cooperation was pre
sented by Amelia Bowman, pioneer in Oslo, Norway. 
Mrs. Bowman pictured the process of the Administra
tive machinery at work during the first Seven Year 
Plan in America. and then visualized the possibilities 
ahead in the development of the institutions of the 
Faith in Europe, in five groupings as follows: the Scan~ 
dinavian countries, the Benelux countries. the Iberian 
Peninsula) Italy, and Switzerland. "Might we not hope 
and try for the formation of at least one pillar of the 
Universal House of Justice by 1953", which would be 
just 30 years after the formation of our first NSA's of 
Great Britain, Germany and India in 1923! ... Switzer
land seems to be challenged especially since our Guar
dian in his cable to their Conference a sked them to 
be an example! They have already had two very suc
cessful national teaching conferences, circuit teachers, 
a Bulletin, etc. They are already working together 
gaining experience on this next level of national co
operation!)! 

Mrs. Muller of Switzerland was then asked by the 
chairman to speak of their experiences in connection 
with the Conferences. '~The first thing we learned," 
she said, "was to work together in harmony", pointing 
out that "to aUain to such radiant collective effort 
requires the assistance of every Baba. 'i". "The Con .. 
ference is important," she continued, "because each 
individual becomes deepened in the faith to a tremen
dous extent, and the close contacts are confirmed by 
the spirit." ell might add'" she said in closing, "that 
our Conferences have been patterned after these Eur
opean Teaching Conferences." 

Ake Norgren of Stockholm, Sweden, was asked to 
spe~ of the experiences of the Scandinavian'Committee 
in its efforts on this higher level of cooperation, and 
Miss True explained that the Committee had come into 
being following a meeting of the believers from the 
three countries, held during the Copenhagen ETC Con
ference last year. He covered their activities briefly 
explaining that "This first year we have been trying 
to organize the Committee to make the work more ef
fective • . . Then We planned a Bulletin which should 
be like a mouthpiece and distribute information from 
the Baha'i world ... Also compiling a Jist of the books 
and material that has been translated and is avail
able in each country and finally about the teaching 
work,-we decided to give each other results of our 
study classes, experiences, etc." 

There was no discussion on "Regional Cooperation" 
since, the chairman explained, it would be talked about 
the last evening together, under the subject ,cGoals 
Ahead", and the friends were asked to bring their 
ideas on the development of this regional work at that 
time. 

How the independent summer schools could further 
our efforts toward the national level of cooperative ef
fort, was discussed by Mrs. Mildred Clark, pioneer of 
Luxembourg. She presented a very well worked out 
pattern for such an activity, and pointed out ways in 
which it would be a great impetus to the work. "In 
the Combination of summer school and conference" J 

she said. "It seems we have a fine beginning." 
Delegates and guests from other countries were the 

feature of the Unity Feast held that evening in the 
dining room of the Grand Hotel. Here we felt Hen 

famille" with U go Giachery as master of. ceremonies 
in his own delightfully informal manner, and enjoyed 
the intimate greetings from the Assemblies of the ten 
goal countries through their delegates, besides the greet
ings transmitted by Bah .. 'is from Teheran, Australia, 
Turkey, and England. The appearance of Mrs. Marian 
Holley Hofman on this occasion was a delightful sur
prise. Marcella Suzani of Italy played several very 
beautiful numbers on the violin during the evening, and 
Ake Norgren and Doris Corbin of Stockholm provided 
music while the guests were being seated. The arrange
ment of the dining room, with the speakers all seated 
at a long table on a circular dais about two feet higher 
than the others, made a very effective setting for the 
fifteen delegates, and other guests, whose loving mes
sages created in the hearts of all deep appreciation of 
this gift of "Unity" which is ours! Hans Slim of Amster
dam spoke of his experience in presenting Baha'i litera
ture to the secretary of Queen Juliana of the Nether
lands. 

The last day of the Conference was given to the 
subject of "Teaching" in its various aspects. Mrs. Lea 
Nys of Brussels, spoke first of teaching as a respani
bllity of the individual Baha'i, and then as a respon
sibility of the community, with the Assembly to c0-

ordinate and direct the efforts of the believers, and 
committees. "Do we' accomplish all that is in our 
power?" she challenged, which brought forth perhaps 
the best consultation which we had experienced during 
the session. 

The first part of the afternoon session was spent in 
consideration of "Extension Teaching" presented by 
Mrs. Ugo Giachery, pioneer in Italy. Mrs.· Giacilery 
spoke of three uimportant factots", in extension teach· 
ing work. "The first", she said, His the development 
of Baha'i teachers. The second important factor is the 
organizing and supervising agency that. . . will select, 
instruct, dispatch and guide such teachers . . . The 
third important factor is the establishment of a fund· 
to carry out Extension Teaching plans and assist those 
teachers who cannot finance themselves." 

Teaching children and youth was the last topic of 
consultation on the Conference agenda, and' Mrs. Tove 
Deleuran of Copenhagen, who has had unusual success 
in this field, spoke very enthUSiastically of her efforts 
and shared many interesting experiences, as well as 
giving very concrete help on such things as the classi
fication of the children into groups as to their knowledge 
and age with snggestions for teaching material that 
might be used. "Comparative religion," she said, "is 
wonderful teaching material, that interests all ages . .. 
Roll up the luminous colors of the far East with its 
strange costumes and fragrances. Draw a picture of 
Shira.. at dusk with the high inkblack firmament luxu
rious with sparkling stars, towards which the minarets 
point their silhouettes, the silver clear splash from one 
of the many blue tiled fountains, for which Shiraz is so 
famous. With a thousand different tropical flowers, and 
the song of a myriad nightingales . . . .. 

The afternoon session was shortened to afford the 
friends the opportunity for a sight-seeing trip to the 
Peace Palace at The Hague, arranged by the Dutch 
Baha'is who were at the street car to show them around, 
and of all the beautiful things to be seen, none quite 
rejoiced the friends as did the sight of Baha" bookS, 
old and new, in the library there. A group picture -was 
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taken in the beautiful garden and the amateur photog
raphers also had an opportunity to get snapshots. 

That evening at the closing session of the Conference 
we were lifted to the international level of our Baha'i 
activities. The significance of the formation of the In~ 
ternational Council and its duties were explained by 
Doris Lohse, pioneer from Zurich. She also showed 
why it was formed, and enumerated its achievements 
thus far. Marian Little gave a very beautiful word 
picture of the World Center and what it means today. 
"Within the heart of this planet". she said, "lies the 
Most Holy Land acclaimed by 'Abdu'l-Baha as the 'nest 
of the Prophets', and which must be regarded as the 
center of the world, and the nations. Wi thin this Holy 
Land arises the mountain of God, Carmel, the Vine
yard of the Lord, the retreat of Elijah ..... 

Then the scene shifted to Lima, Peru, in South Amer
ica as Edna True described the various phases of the 
birth of that National Spiritual Assembly as well as 
that of Central America this pa st April. The friends 
listened breathlessly and in fancy were no doubt visual
izing their own National Assembly coming into being 
in the not too distant future! 

The Cnnference closed with the shOWing of the colored 
films of the Gardens in Haifa, and of the Shrine of 
the Bab. Mrs. Amelia Collins, vice-chairman of the 
International Baha'i Council had lovingly prepared small 
envelopes for each Baha'i at fue Conference, containing 
petals from flowers that had been placed in the three 
Shrines in the Holy Land. This was a beautiful ending 
indeed to a Conference, the accomplishments of which 
might best be expressed in the words of our Guardian's 
cable as "clearer vision of the strenuous tasks ahead. 
deeper awareness (of) their significance, (a) firmer 
resolve (toward) their prosecution (and a) greater de
dicatinn (to) their purpose." 

As one who was at Scheveningen wrote: 
uI witnessed there one of the greatest miracles of 

Bah8.'u'll8.h •. the spiritual rebirth of the divers races and 
nationalities gathered together on that occasion, through 
the mighty potency of His Word and the magic of His 
Love. 

u ~'nly Paradise is My Love', wrote Baha 'u 'll<ih. I felt 
we were in Paradise during those memorable days spent 
in Scheveningen." 

EUROI"EAN TEACHING CoMMI"l"l"EE 

By: Amelia Bowman 

United States Africa Committee 
News 

The earnest and devoted efforts of the American 
Baha'is to contribute services, money and pioneers to the 
Africa Teaching Project are bearing fruit. Our first 
American pioneer to Africa, Mrs. Ethel Stephens is now 
in the Gold Coast. This is joyful news. Behind it, how
ever, there is a story of faith, courage and sacrifice 
which cannot be written here. The way of the pioneer 
is filled with difficulties, crises and unexpected events. 
We who work on the home front should keep all the 
pioneers in our minds and hearts and remember to pray 
constantly for them and to send them loving thoughts. 

December promises to be another achievement month. 
Mr. William Foster has informed the Committee that 
he will be travelling to Liberia on business. Thus our 

~erished hopes to see an American Baha'i in this Af~ 
rican Republic will be fulfilled. 

In February two American Baha'is, Mr. and Mrs. Rex 
Collison, who with dedicated hearts volunteered to pio
neer on their modest retirement income, will sail for 
a third goal area in Africa-Uganda. This will leave 
only one of the original goal areas-Tanganyika-wiili
out an American Baha'i. The Committee continues to 
work, prepare and plan for the next opportunity. 

There is now a panel of 21 approved pioneers waiting 
for job opportunities or for deputization funds. We find 
strength in Bahit'u'llith words: 

"By the Righteousness of God should 'a man all alone 
arise in the name of Baha and put on the armor of His 
love, him "Will the Almighty cause to be victorious. . . ." 

In the recent memorial to our beloved Louis Gregory, 
first Hand of the Cause of his race, there was wonderful 
evidence of the light of this holy soul, and some dawn 
of understancling of the Guardian's prophetic WilrdS .... 
"Rising Baha'i generations on the African Continent will 
glory in his memory and emulate his example. • . ." 
Those who attended that beautiful and impressive meet
ing were thrilled to hear among the many tributes to 
Louis Gregory, cablegrams from African Baha'i groups 
in Dar--es Salaam, .Tanganyika, Cairo, Egypt, and Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. 

In the next Baha'i News a summary of progress from 
all countries participating in the Africa Teaching Proj
ect will appear. 

Volunteer for Africa Teaching Mi88ion 
At the meeting of the National Spiritual Assembly 

held November 3 and 4, the members learned from 
the Africa Teaching Committee that Mr. and Mrs. Rex 
Collison, residents of Geyserville, California, had vol\Ul~ 
teered to serve in the Africa teaching field. Thia fact 
was included in a cablegram sent to the Guardian from 
that meeting. 

On November 9 the Assembly received this cabled 
message from Shoghi Effendi: II Assure CoUisons de
lighted; fervent, loving prayers." 

International News 
Public Relations Repercussions 
"Down Under" 

From the National Spiritual Assembly of Australia and 
New Zealand we have this news report: 

Pix is one of Australia~s most popular, and there~ 
fore most widely distributed, illustrated weekly maga
zines. On .its-"Readers have their say" page (October 
20, 1951) was printed a letter from the Secretary of 
our Public Relations Committee, which states, inter alia 
"You will be interested to know that as a result of yo";' 
feature, "What is Baha'i?" (Pix, 24/2/51) letters and 
comments have been received from all over the Com
monwealth and many places overseas: a wounded Brit
ish soldier in a military hospital in Japan, a storekeep
er in the United States, a stenographer in Switzerland; 
these and many others wrote about this article. And 
from England, Germany and Hawaii have come other 
comments-a tribute to a fine magazine and a gesture 
of appreciation to the Baha'i Faith." 

SUVA, FIJI: During her recent teaching trip to Suva, 
Mrs. Gertrude Blum was a guest at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Nur Ali. The fact that she stayed at an Indian 
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home greatly impressed people and proved to be a 
vital factor in demodstrating the teaching of the One.. 
neSs of Mankind in an island where race and color 
bars are much evident. Good press publicity and a fif
teen minute radio talk created immense interest, and 
soon the Message was being given morning. noon and 
night to folk who would "drop in." Mrs. Blum also 
interviewed the Colonial Secretary, radio, and press of~ 
ficials, who much appreciated the courtesy of her call
ing. 

NEW ZEALAND: The R.T.C. was assisted by the 
Devonport Community on October 24th at the ()fl'icial 
Honoring of Age held at the Wintergarden, Hamilton, 
one of the goal towns. On the following Sunday, three 
of the friends journeyed again to Hamilton to attend 
the Rev. Heaslip's service; they report that he broad
casted a magnificent tribute to the Faith. 

iran 
From the N. S. A. of frim comes newS of a well

organized and earnest teaching program. After the sum~ 
mer vacations the friends are again in full activity with 
concentration upon a personal knowledge of the Faith 
for all ages, and the promulgation of it by every means. 

The Children's Training and the BahS.'i Education 
classes are in session and the Baha'i children and 
youth are busy learning the Principles and the Laws 
of the Faith. The Women's Progressive Committee has 
classes in TWin and in the Provinces. The "Search 
for Truth" meetings which are for non·Baha'fs, have 
also commenced_ In these gatherings, Tablets and Ad
dresses of 'Abdu'l-Bahil, and talks by Baha'i speakers, 
form part of the teaching approach. The Tihran As
sembly is happy to report that a great number of 
seekers have attended these meetings. 

All voting members of the Tihran community were 
invited by the L.S.A. to come to the National Head
quarters to a variety of meetings for deepening in 
the Faith. At some, the beloievers eagerly listened to 
the reading of Tablets and other Writings, and heard 
speakers who stressed the importance of teaching the 
Cause and the necessity of living the B aha 'f life; at 
others, the importance of the Center of the Covenant 
was emphasized. The Youth also had their sessions 
lor the discussion of this subject. All members of Na
tional Committees have met the the N.S.A. and the 
urgency of their work has been explained to them. 

The N.S.A. has formed a special committee to meet 
the many people from all over the world who will visit 
Persia to attend the celebration of the l000th year of 
Abu All Sina, so that while in that country they may, 
as much as possible, become informed regarding the 
Baha'i Teachings. 

South America 
From the National Spiritual Assembly of South Amer

ica we learn that the Regional. Teachlng Committees 
are making a large contribution toward the rapid growth 
and deepening of the believers in the new a s well as 
the longer established Communities. Each country has 
its own Regional Committee, and where countries are 
large and Communities are far apart, as is the case 
in Brazil, there is more than one. Each Regional 
Teaching Committee works under the guidance of 
"C. E .B. S.A.," or the National Teaching Committee. 

At the first meeting of the N.S.A.of South America, 

the following goals for the Regional Committees were 
agreed upon: 1) II an Assembly has less than 15 mem
bers, it may call upon the Regional Teaching Com
mitte for contact and teaching assistance. 2) Groups 
are to be brought to Assembly status by April, if 
possible. 3) Regional Institutes are to be held at stated 
times during the year. The Treasurer of the Regional 
Teaching Committee has been given a special task tilis 
year. He deposits the funds contributed for continental 
purposes from the different Baha'i Communities of his 
country, and reports monthly to the N.S.A. 

"This Our Year of Dedication." the course prepared 
by C.E.B.S.A., united all the countries of this vast 
continent in the study of the Guardian's three goals for 
this year. Each Institute was conducted in the man· 
ner best suited to the conditions of the particular 
COWl try. For example, in one country where the govern
ment frowns upon large public meetings of this nature? 
small gr~ups of 3 or 4 persons met in different parts 
of a city; while La Paz, Bolivia, where much freedom 
in publicity is enjoyed, took the opportunity of having 
a large public gathering during the time of its Institute. 

Each year will place a greater responsibility upon 
these Regional Teaching Committees of South America, 
because, no doubt, some future day will witness a Na
tional Assembly in EACH of the ten countries. Which 
of these ten countries will be the first to win that 
"Glorious Crown"? The answer to this question will 
depend very largely upon the dedicated work of the 
Regional Teaching Committees: 

The Central American Area 
From the N.S.A. of Central America comes t."" fol

lowing: 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Central America 

held its third meeting in November at San Jose, Costa 
Rica. Emphasis was still on the important process of 
consolidation of the local Assemblies. A committee com
posed of the four National Assembly members who gave 
courses on consolidation from Mexico to Panama met 
to give reports on the results. 

As a result of this meeting, the Consolidation Course 
began to emerge from its experimental stage into a 
definite form. A handbook of Administrative Principles 
has been started, incorporating a part of the work al
ready done, and will be amplified until it covtors all 
problems and pointl! necessary to the efficient fane
lioning 01 Assemblies, Regional and Local Committees, 
pioneers and resident teachers. The handbook is more 
than a down-to-earth, step-by-step course on Adminis
tration and Procedure, for it stresses the spiritual at
titude of loving justice, cooperation, and selflessness 
with which all Baha'i Administration must be accom
panied. 

Steps have been taken to translate the handbook into 
English and French, to carry on work started in the 
capital cities of Central America, and to present the 
course in the Islands of the Caribbean and the As
semblies outside of Capital cities. 

Very excellent radio and press materials, and ma
terials for the celebration of anniversaries and special 
events are constantly being prepa,.ed and are being 
received enthusiastically by groups and assemblies. 

Two new National Committees were named: a Youth 
Committee with its headquarters in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico; an Indian Committee to begi"n a study of langu· 
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ages, customs, -geographical areas of Indian peoples, 
as well as to start preliminary teaching work among 
them. 

The National Assembly is happy to announce that 
opportunities exist for teachers of English to earn their 
living in several Central American countries, and wishes 
to advise any person who speaks both Spanish and 
English and who would like to establish residence in 
this area to write to the National Secretary, Miss Elena 
Marsella, Apartado No. 513, Panama, Republic of 
Panama. 

Mrs. Barbara na.vep,pori is cODduc~ a. series of classes In the 
home of Mr. Mori,. Tokyo. The group includes Mr. Fugisawa, 

Miss Mori~ Mn. DaveDJMl'rt and Mr. aDd Mrs. Boap. 

Greenland 
Our August issue brought us the notice of the provid. 

ential discovery of a pioneer for Greenland in the person 
of Danish Palle Bischoff. From the latest Baha'i News 
of Canada we now learn that he has arrived at his far 
northern post, thus mark.in.g the achievement of another 
of the seven requirements of the Five Year Plan. Dag
mar Dole, of the Copenhagen L.S.A. writes: "Palle is a 
very wonderful young man, but he is approaching a 
very difficult job, in a material as well as a spiritual 
sense, and will need all of the prayers he can get. He 
has asked for them. t, 

Palle in his first report from Greenland tells of the 
beautiful crossing from Denmark, and states: "The eve
ning before we were due to see the first of Greenland I 
went out in the still night in the front of the ship and 
said the Greatest Name 95 times. I prayed that both in 
this country and the rest of the world people would tum 
their hearts to the Spring of Life; that Baha'is through
out the countries, deeper and deeper t would understand 
the greatness of the message of Baha'u'llah and make 
His Teaching to be their lives." 

Egedesminde, where Palle has fortunately obtained 
a pOsition as manager of a fishing station, is named 
after Hau Egede, the first Christian priest who came 
to Greenland with the purpose of Christianizing the Es
kimos. One cannot but call to mind the glorious and 
prophetic words of 'Abdu'l-Baha: 

"Should in Greenland the fire of the love of God be 
ignited, all the ices of that continent will be melted 
and its frigid climate will be changed into a temperate 
climate-that is, if the hearts will obtain the heat of 
the love of God, that country and continent will become 

a divine garden and a lordly orchard, and the souls, 
like Wlto the fruitful trees, will obtain the utmost fresh
ness and delicacy. Magnanimity is necessary, heavenly 
exertion is called for." 

Report to the Friends 
The meeting of the National Spiritual Assembly held 

on November 3 and 4 was called as an additional meet
ing not originally scheduled, and its actions were di
rected to consultation and decision on matters held 
over from previous meetings. 

Two general observations are added to those made 
in the Report published a month ago: first, that the 
Minutes themselves are organized under departments 
ar classes of subj eet, each with its own heading, and 
are preceded each month by an Index, making it pos
sible to refer quickly to any desired subject. The Index 
added to the Minutes for November 3 asd 4 lists 89 
different items t plus three annexes. In addition. a card 
Index has been compiled since 1947, giVing the date 
and page reference to every item. 

Examining the Minutes, we note that there are 58 
pages of Minutes, 2 pages of Index, and 12 pages of 
Annexes, The votes recorded numbered 188, making 
a total of 1014 actions since the Convention. 

The messages from the Guardian presented at this 
meeting was his cable addressed to the State Con
ventions, the text of which appears elsewhere in this 
issue of Baha.'i News, and copy of his letter of March 
12, 1949, addressed to Mr. George P. Galinkin, an ex
cerpt from which was chosen for publication. 

The Treasurer's regular reports as presented at the 
successive meetings are summarized for the inspiration 
of the friends from month to month in Baha'I News. 
It is interesting to note that twenty-seven contributions 
were received in September in memory of some de
parted relative or Baha'I friend. The receipts in Oc· 
tober included a bequest from the estate of the late 
Ella M. Robarts. 

The members keep a watchful eye on reports from 
the national administrative headquarters on enrollments 
sent in by local Assemblies and Regional Teaching Com
mittees. 

Publishing activities included action to reprint 
HBaha'i Prayers," progress on a new edition of "Gleane 

ings" with Introduction, reprint of "Teaching Problemsu 

by Ruhiyyih Khanum, and reprint of the Baha'I article 
in Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

United Nations Conferences reported were those held 
in Indonesia and Managua, Nicaragua. 

The meeting gave careful consideration to reports 
of the Africa Teaching Committee. The first pioneer 
from America, Mrs. Ethel Stephens, will be followed 
soon by Mr. William Foster, who plans to settle in 
Liberia. Action was taken to request the Committee 
to work out a pioneering project for Mr. and Mrs. 
Rex Collison, who have volunteered to serve in the 
African field. 

A beautiMly designed scroll has been presented to 
the Temple by the Baha'is of Japan, and the Assembly 
has sent its loving appreciation. 

Tablets revealed by the Master have been received 
from a Baha'i in Shanghai and placed in the Archives. 

The assignment of delegates to the various States 
and Electoral District. made on the basis of propor
tionate representation, was approved. Progress on the 
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mailing out of Convention calls and ballots was re
ported. The working staff has been assisted by a num
ber of volunteer workers from the believers of the 
Temple area. 

Steps were taken to investigate the possibilities of 
issuing a correspondence course for special service to 
BaM.'is unable to attend classes. 

The Legal Committee was requested to submit, a 
revision of the bulletin on Marriage, making use of 
directions and explanations from the Guardian not a vail
able when the bulletin was last published. 

An interesting point raised in local Assembly corre
spondence is whether an AssemblY member, after his 
term of office has expired, has the right to see the Min
utes of a meeting, held while he was still a member. 
A. a general principle, the National Spiritual Assembly 
recognizes such a right. 

The Urbana Assembly forwarded copy of a letter 
from the Guardian, an excerpt from which will be 
published in BaM'i News. 

The Indianapolis Assembly is now legally qualified 
to conduct Baha'i marriages. 

A regrettable number of communications bring up 
local si tua tions which ought not to exist, It is difficult 
to deal with prohlems of human relations at a distance. 
Even when the fundamental principle involved in a 
dispute is explained, the responsibility for reconcilia
tion remains as a spiritual and local obligation. 

The Natonal Assembly, in meeting a question raised 
by a local Assembly concerning the use of the Baha'i 
Center, adopted the principle that any property dedi
cated to Baha'i use publicly so known, cannot be identi
fied by or associated with services of worship and 
religious instruction of other religions. 

Many Assemblies reported gratifying reports of the 
collective local response to the national appeal for sup· 
port of the Resolve Plan. 

Action was taken to explain why a believer cannot 
be associated with any meetings of a non-BaM.'! or
ganization of subversive character. 

A letter from the Guardian about memorial meetings 
for deceased believers was reported by an individual 
believer, and this directive was filed with material 
for reference when needed. 

It was decided on recommendation from a believer 
to publish again the Guardian's letter stating that if 
necessary the Nineteen Day Feast can be held on a 
different date. 

Action was taken to apply to the Library of Congress 
for a separate listing of HBaha'i" in the Dewey Decimal 
System. 

It was decided to publish a series of statements in 
Baha', News on the subject of Baha'i el/!ctions. 

From Mr. George MIller the Assembly received nega
tives of illustrations in The Dawn-HreakeTs for use in 
producing sets of slides. The Visual Education Com
mittee was requested to make positives of these pictures. 

Action was taken to reinstate the voting rights of 
Mr. James Overbeck. 

The Assembly continues its intimate contact with the 
two new National Assemblies of Latin America, devot
ing much time at each meeting to consultation on their 
correspondence and reports. A series of bulletins is 

being prepared for their information, containing ex· 
cerpts from the Guardian's writings. 

The Minutes recorded receipt of letter from the Office 
of the Adjutant General ad vising us that an identifiea
tion disc can be given Baha'is in military servce, and 
the National Spiritual Assembly voted to order a supply 
of Baha'i tags to give these Baha'is on request. The 
National Assembly also took steps to clarify what is 
required by the military authorities of men who have 
noncombatant status. 

-NATIONAL SPIRlTUAL AssEMBLy 

National Library Committee Plan 
Realizing that when the Temple is opened to the pub

lic in the spring of 1953, it will be necessary to have 
in prepared form at least one basic book in each of the 
many public and college libraries in the country to meet 
the demand for information on the Teachings, the Na
tional Library Committee is trying to meet this forth
coming emergency by a unique plan during the interim 
austerity period. The committee feels that there will 
be a call for Baha'i books for study, research and in· 
formation by radio commentators, newspaper men, 
clergymen, lecturers, college students and many of the 
general populace. 

Checking all libraries in the country recently, the Na
tional Library Committee found that there are still 400 
public libraries (cities, upwards of ten thousand popu
lation); about 800 small cities (five to ten thousand 
population) and over 200 small colleges without litera
ture. With a small budget, how could they meet this 
problem? 

The National Spiritual Assembly has given permis
sion to send the listing of "barren libraries" to the 
various National Area Teaching Committees and has 
approved asking the friends for personal Voluntary <io
nations of the basic book Bah4'u'lllih and the New' Era. 
No moneys for this purpose can be taken from Local 
Funds, nor from committee appropriations, nor are the 
friends being asked to subtract in any way from aU 
their various Resolves and regular fund dona lions. How
ever, above all other contributions, small amounts Hfrom 
a dime to a dollar" will be gathered together to buy 
some basic books for the "barren libraries." The Region
al Teaching Committees will go over their lists and try 
to coordinate this library campaign, asking for volun
teers to visit certain libraries and present the books, 
as the friends donate them. It is hoped by this plan 
that the larger libraries will each receive a copy within 
a year or so and that gradually the entire list of libraries 
will be ready for 1953 by having the Teachings available 
to the public. 

With each donation,the National Library Committee 
plans to give a Library of Congress file card for quick 
cataloging of that book and a book review to bring the 
book to the attention of the public. It seems highly pos
sible that in pursuing such a campaign by easy stages, 
several hundred copies might be donated personally by 
the friends and placed in libraries this year. Announce
ments of the plan will be placed in Regional Bulletins, 
given at conferences, and given to the friends as a 
whole at the Nineteen-Day Feasts. 

-NATIONAL LIBRARY CoMMTl'l1!lE 
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Reservations for Annual Convention 
Believers planning. to attend the National Convention 

are urged to act promptly on their hotel or room 
reservations. 

Those who wish to stay in private homes are requested 
to write the Housing Committee, 221 Sheridan Road 
Wllmette, ill. t 

Hotel reservations are to be made by believers direct. 
U you wish a hotel reservation for the Convention period 
you can make your own arrangement with any of the 
following hotels: 
The Evanston Hotel, 840 Forest Ave., Evanston, ill. Rates 

Single $4.00-Twin $7.00. 
The Evanshire Hotel, 860 Hinman Ave., Evanston, ill. 

Rales: Single $4.50-Twin $7.00. 
The North Shore Hotel, 1611 Chicago A,·e., Evanston, 

Ill. Rates: Single $5.50--Twin $8.00. 
The .Georgian Hotel, 422 Davis St., Evanston, ill. Rates: 

Single $5.50--Twin $7.50. 
Deposit must accompany Hotel reservations. 
The Convention will be- held April 24, 25, 26 and 27. 
The Rio;lvan Feast will be held the evening of April 2.~. 

-1952 COYVENTroN HOUSING CoMMrl'TEE 

Outstanding Memorial Gift to 
BabB.'i Service for the Blind 

Baba'i Service for the Blind gratefully acknowledges 
an outstanding memorial gift of Baba'i literature in 
Braille from the library of the late Ruth Nordstrom, 
young blind Baha'i of Kirkland, Wash., who recently 
passed to the Abha Kingdom. Of the· 35 books and 
pamphlets, which comprised this gift, 25 had been tran
scribed by non-Baba'is. 

In accordance with the wishes oi Ruth's parents, these 
books will be placed at the dispcsal of blind Baba'is 
and inquirers through the faclli ties of the loaning library 
of this Committee, which had been used by Ruth as a 
valuable adjunct to her personal library and a useful 
tool for her teaching work. 

The Nine Inscriptions booklet, when received from 
Mr. and Mrs. Nordstrom, was open, as Ruth had left 
it, to the Words of Baha'u'IIa.h, "I have made death 
a messenger of joy to thee. Wherefore dost thou grieve?" 

-BAH.A'f SERVICE' FOIl: THE BLIND 

The National Reference Library 
The friends are urged to assist in building up their Na

tional Reference Library. Here are some ways in which 
you can cooperate: 

1. Send us copies of rare BaM'i books, pamphlets and 
documents. 

2. Also send us copies of books, pamphlets, etc., cover· 
ing other Faiths and other subjects of interest to 
those engaged in research on various aspects of 
the Baha'I World Faith. 

3. Make a notation in your Will, requesting that your 
Baba'i books be sent to the National Reference Li
brary, SD that valuable Baha'i libraries will not be 
dissipated through channels where they will not be 
appreciated. 

A receipt will be issued for every piece of material re. 
ceived. Any material which this Committee finds unsuit
able fOr the Reference Library will be offered to one of 

the Summer School libraries, or to a Public Library 
where it will be acceptable. 

The tempcrary headquarters of the National Reference 
Library: 5400 NDrth Lake Drive. Milwaukee 11, Wiscon. 
sin. 

-NATIONAL REFERI:NCE L.lB.RAR.y COMMrrI'IZ 

Lawrence J. Hautz, Chairman 

United Nations Day display arranged by the Balli'is of N..-u 
County, N. Y. for their reception for fare:lp studeats. 8Izoeam. 
en ran from &he globe to the appropria.te BalJ.i,', publlcatioas fD 
difl'erent laDgaages. Quotations from various reIlcIoas 011 

brotherhood were displayed. 

American News 
United Nation8 Day Is Observed 

Some of the communities have sent reports of their 
United Nations Day observances. BahrPi News gives 
details which may help other groups with next year's 
programs. 

At Palo Alto, California, the Baba'is on the peninsuia 
mailed printed invitations of their program "Essentials 
of World Unity." Baba'i speaker was Arthur L. Dahl, 
Jr., and guest speaker was Dr. Harold H. Fisher, chair· 
man of the Hoover Library on War, Revolution, and 
Peace at Stanford University, an author and radio 
commentator. 

CjEach public meeting we try a new advertising stunt. 
This time we proudly placed posters in all local buses. 
Our attendance was over a hundred people." Along a 
thirty mile strip of the coast the communties obtained 
newspaper articles, free radio announcements, an intp.r· 
view, and had posters and book displays. Lists are 
offered at the public meetings describing each of the 
Baha'i books available at the public library and giving 
the name and address of the Assembly secretary. 

Ann Arbor reports a panel discussion, "World Religion 
the Essential of World Unity" with Robert Wolff, mode
rator, Hiro Shah of India, Eton Sun of Korea, and 
Quentin Farrand- of the Baha'is. The discussion was 
preceded by a tea enabling the Baha'is to establish 
a friendly informal atmosphere and allowing late comers 
to arrive without interrupting the meeting. 

The panel was broadcast over the university radio 
station and its seven affiliated stations and over the 
local Ann Arbor station, WHRV and was to be re
broadcast over the Voice of America. A colorful display 
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of United Nations flags with Baha'u'llah's quotation, 
lIThe earth is one country and mankind its citizens" 
and Baha'i books and pamphlets was loaned to the 
International Center, a gathering place for over 800 
foreigo students. 

The Baha'is of Nassau CountYf New York, invited 
the foreign students of Adelphi and Hofstra Colleges, 
Long Island to a tea and reception at the Garden City 
Hotel. Students from Colombia, China, Iceland, Greece, 
Denmark, Great Britain, Germany, Japan, Indonesia, 
and the Philippines attended. Mr. Keith de Folo, of 
New York City, associate editor of Forbes Magazine 
and a member of the United Nations Committee was 
the Baha'i speaker. Some of the students stayed three 
bours discussing the Faith with Mr. de Folo. 

Milwaukee's observance of United Nations week at
tracted about 100 people, a third of whom were non
Baha'Is. Rev. Rodney Shaw, Methodist minister, spoke 
on "God's Demand for a Governed World," and Charles 
Reimer gave the Baha'i teachings in "The Future World 
Commonwealth." Milwaukee has been consistently sue· 
cessful in receiving good newspaper publicity both be
fore and after public meetings. With follow-up articles 
they are able to quote speakers and give the direct 
Baha'i principles. 

American BahB.'i Writes Book on Persia 
Mrs. Marzieh Gail, well known among Baha'is for 

her numerous articles in World Order Magazine, Baha'i 
WOTld, etc., is the author of a book entitled Persia and 
The Victorians just published in London by George 
Allen and Unwin, Ltd. This very readable volume deals 
with the impact of Persian life and literature upon 
British men of letters of the Victorian period and it 
mentions Baha'u'll8h in at least three chapters: "'!be 
Glory of God, H "Browne and the Eastward Yearning/' 
and "On the Nature of Sufism." Shahs, dervishes, British 
Ambassadors, poets, and princes are among the char· 
acters who come to life in these pages. 

Believers on local Library Committees can- get in 
touch with their public libraries and request that this 
book be ordered. This will be another means of arous
ing interest in the Faith at no expense. The order desk 
at the public library (and branch libraries as well as 
the main library should be approached) will want the 
follewing information: 

Gailt Marzieh, Persia and th.e VictoTia-ns. Important 
new material on the influence of Persia on such men 
of letters as Sir William Jones, Sir Charles Murray, 
Edward Granville Browne, George Borrow, Sir Rich
ard Burton, Edward Palmer, and the best known 
translator of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam-Ed
ward FitzGerald. Published April 1951 by George 
Allen & Unwin, Ltd., 40 Museum Street, London, 
England. 176 pages. Price about $2.25. 

Living the Baha'i Life: 
Sacrifice and Service 

Hear Me, ye mortal birds! 1n the Rose-Garden of 
changeless splendor a Flower hath begun to bloom, com
pared to which every other flower is but a thorn, and 
before the brightness of Whose glory the very essence 
of beauty must pale and wither. Arise, therefore, and, 

A wann welcome a.nd deep interest. was accorded to Mrs. 
8umie Takeuchi; Ba.h&'j of Tokyo, Japan, who addressed a 
pubUc _linK an .... get! by \be Spirilaol Assembly of Aiia 
County. Boise, Idaho. on August 19, 1961. The meetb:tc was wen 

noticed by the press. 

with the whole enthusiasm of your hearts, with all the 
eagerness of your souls, the full fervor of your will, and 
the concentrated efforts of your entire being, strive to
attain the paradise of His presence, and endeavor to 
inhale the fragrance of the incorruptible Flower, to 
breathe the sweet savors of holiness, and to obtain a 
portion of this perfume of celestial glory. Whoso fol
loweth this counsel will break his chains asunder, will 
taste the abandonment of enraptured love, will attain 
unto his heart's desire, and will surrender his soul into 
the hands of his Beloved. Bursting through his cage, he 
will, even as the bird of the spirit, wing hi. flight to 
his holy and everlasting nest. 

-Bw'u'uJ.a 
Baha" World Faith p. 115 

... Nearness to God is possible through devotion to . 
Him, through entrance into the Kingdom, and service 
to humanity; it is attained by unity with mankind and 
through loving-kindness to all; it is dependent upon 
investigation of truth, acquisition of praiseworthy vir
tues, service in the cause of Universal Peace, and per
sonal sanctification. In a word, nearness to God necessi
tates giving up of all to Him. Nearness is likeness. 

-'ABDu'x,.Bmi 
The Divine Art Of Living p. 62, 73 

If we relax in our purpose, if we falter in our faith, 
if we neglect the varied opportunities given us from 
time to time by an aU-wise and gracious Master, we 
are not merely failing in what is our most vital and 
conspicuous obligation, but are thereby insensibly re
tarding the flow of those quickening energies which 
can alone insure the vigorous and speedy development 
of God's struggling Faith. 

--8HooHt EITINM 
Baha'i Admini.tTarion. page 121 
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InMemoriam 
Death proflereth unto every confident believer the cup that Is 

life indeed.. It bestoweth joy and is the bearer of gladness. It 
eonferreth the gift of everlasting life. 

Mr. Louis Landry. St. Louis, Mo. 
October 27. 1951 

Mrs. Jane Ellen Howitson, Huntington, L.I" N.Y. 
October 28, 1951 

Mr. Walter Wright~ Detroit. Mich, 
September 21, 1951 

Prof. Rosser, St. Augustine, Fla. 
(date not reported) 

Mr. Richard Klingenberg, Lima, Ohio 
October 30, 1951 

Mrs, H. W. Cuthbertson, Ridgefield Park, N,J. 
{date not reported) 

Mr. Norman W. Swindell, Chicago, Ill. 
August I, 1951 

Mrs. DOI'tlthy Johnson, Milwaukee, Wis. 
October 28, 1951 

Mrs. Gel'trude Heller, Shorewood, Wis. 
November 12, 1951 

Mr. John Weiss, Brattleboro, Vermont 
September :!!t, 1951 

Miss Beatrice Eardley, Baltimore, Md. 
November 13, 1951 

Mr. Albert Ackerman, Corona, Calif'. 
October 26. 1951 

Mrs. Emma Harmon, San Jose, Calif. 
November 5-, 1951 

Directory Additions and Changes 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 

st. Augustine. Fla. 
Miss Mae Thitchener, Act. Sec'y, 
20 River Rd. 

Augusta, Ga.. 
Mrs. Anne Fourcher, Act. See'y. 
421-11 th St_ 

Gred Fa]ls~ Mont. 
Mrs. Elaine Caldwell, Sec'y, 
512-IOth st __ N.W. 

Cleveland, Ohio 
Miss Lydia Martin, Sec'y, 
11529 Kelton Ave. 

Area National Teaching Committees: 
Southern Area. - Western Div. 

Mrs. Olivia Blackwell, Sec'y, 
4035 Prescott Ave. 
Dallas, Texas 

Marriages 
St. Louis Mo., Miss Ruth L. Weber to Mr. Robert A.. Barr 

October 27, 1951 
Evanston, Ill .• Miss Barbara Plymate to Mr. Harlan Scheffler 

October 20, 1951 
Detroit, Mich., Mrs. Mary Louise Noe to Mr. C. G. Long 

(non-Baha'I) (date not reported) 
Glenfield, N. Dakota, Miss Lila Alley to Mr. Gilbert Lang 

(non-BaM' {) (date not reported) 
Syracuse, N. Y., Miss Edith Segen to Mr. E. Lowell Johnson 

October 20, 1951 
Flint, Mich., Miss Martha Jean Hill to Mr. Darurle Ray 

<non-BaM'i) (date not reported) 
Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Dorothy M. Cleworth to Mr. Donald 

Ramage (non-BaM'O (date not reported) 
Ritzville, Wash., Miss Phyllis R. Armstrong to Mr. Larry 

Kiehn (non-BahA'I) June 14; 1951 
Brookfield, Ill., Miss Julie Regal to Mr. Kenneth C. Swee 

(non-Baha'i) October 27, 1951 
Cambridge, Mass., Miss Lida Fabbri to Dr. Manucher Javfd 

October 19, 1951 
Champaign, Ill. Mrs. Doris J. Fincham to Mr. Burton I, Davis 

(non-Bah~'f) October 23, 1951 
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mem.bers ()f the Faith informed of international. na.tioaaJ. and local BaJui,'i developmeD~ a.nd serve as aD org-aD for the dis--
tn'butioD of messa.ges written by the Guardian of tbe Faitb, the International Bah3/i eooncn, and the general announoemenw 
prepared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 

Reports, plans, news items abd photogra.phs of general interest are req lIested f:rom national committees and local assemblies of 
the United states as well as from national assemblies or oiher la.nds. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by aD annuaD.y appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1951--5!: Mrs. Eunice BrauD, Miss 
Garreia Busey. Managing Editor, Mr. Wm. Kemteth CbristlaD, Miss Mae Grave~ Mrs. »or:ls HoRey, Mr. Horace Rolley. Chair
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DIiD.ots" U.S.A. CHANGE OF ADDRESS should be reported to Na.tioDal Bahi'i AdmlDlstrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan R.oad, 
WDmeUe, IDlnois .. 



Insert-Januarll 1952 
Bahd.'i News 

The Guardian's Momentous Announcement 
of the Jubilee Centenary 

Convey all National Assemblies BahlL'! World (the) 
following momentous announcement. . 

Approaching Great Jubilee commemorating Centenary 
termination Babi Dispensation, birth Baha'u'llah's Reve
lation (in) Siyah Cha!, 'fihrlLn, as well as imperative 
necessity adopt effectual measures insure befitting in
auguration third concluding phase of initial epoch (in 
the) execution 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine Plan destined cul
minate hundredth anniversary (of) Delcaration (of) 
Founder (of) Faith (in) Baghdad, impel me summon 
entire Baha'i world, through eleven National Assemblies 
already functioning (in) East (and) West, bestir itself, 
arise during sixteen months ahead through supreme 
concerted sustained eifort, prepare for demonstra
tion (of) Baha'I solidarity (of) unprecedented scope 
(and) intensity (during) entire COUrse Baha'i history. 

Forthcoming celebrations must be signalized through 
inauguration long anticipated intercontinental stage in 
administrative evolution (of) Faith marking its gradual 
development through successive phases (of) local re
gional, national, international Baha'! activity. Initiation 
this highly significant measure further cementing Baha'I 
National Assemblies (in) five continents (of) globe will 
be acclaimed (by) posterity as counterpart (to) con
solidation Faith at its World Center through recent 
formation International BahlL'! Council (in) Holy Land. 

Centennial festivities (of) Year Nine continuing 
throughout Holy Year commencing October 1952 must 
include, apart from consummation plans initiated (by) 
various National Assemblies both hemispheres, (the) 
formal dedication (for) public worship (of) Mother 
T!lmple (oi) West (in) heart North American continent, 
aud possible termination superstructure (of) Bab's Sep
ulchre (in) Holy Land, (the) convocation (of) four 
intercontinental Baha'i Teaching Conferences to be held 
successively (in) course historic Year (on) continents 
(oi) Africa, America, Europe, Asia. 

First cooierence (will be) convened by British Na
tional Spiritual Assembly (in) Kampala, Uganda (in) 
early spring, representative of British, American, Per
sian, Egyptian, Indian National Spiritual Assemblies, 
to whch Baha'is residing Persia, Indian subcontinent, 
Brtish Isles, every territory African continent (will be) 
invtted attend, aiming planting banner (of) Faith (in) 
remaining territories (and) neighboring islands east, 
south, west African continent. 

Second conference (will be) convened by United States 
National Spiritual Assembly (in) Wilmette, (in) Ridvan 
period, representative (of) chief trustees 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
Plan, their ally and associates United States, Canadian, 
Latin American National Assemblies, to which Baha'is 
every State American Union, every Province Canada, 
every Republic Latin America (will be) invited attend, 
designed pave way establishment Faith (in) remaining 
territories (of the) Americas (and) neighboring isl""ds 
(in) both Atlantic (and) Pacific oceans. 

Third conference (will be) convened by American 
European Teaching Committee (in) Stockholm Sweden 
during summer, representative (of) American' British' 
German National Assemblies, to which BaM'is . (of) 
each ten goal countries. Europe (aud) England, Scot
land, Wales, Eire, France, Germany, Austria Finland 
(will be) invited attend, for purpose gradual'introdu": 
tion (of) Faith (into) remaining sovereign states Euro
pean continent (and) neighboring islands Mediterra
nean, Atlantic Ocean, North Sea. 

Fourth conference (will be) convened by National 
Spiritual Assembly subcontinent India (in) New Delhi 
aut~, re"resentativ~ (of) National Assemblies (of) 
Persla, IndIan subcontinent. 'Iraq, Australasia, United 
States, Canada, Central and South America to which 
Baha'is residing (in) every sovereign state' (and) de
pendency (in) Asia, North, Central, South America 
Australia, New Zealand, Tasmania (will be) invited a~ 
tend, in order deliberate measures calculated open Faith 
remaining Asiatic states (and) dependencies, particu
larly South East Asia and islands (of) South Pacific 
(and) Indian Oceans. 

Address plea particularly (to) convenors above men
tioned conferences (to) arise within short time (at their) 
disposal, prayerfully consider, carefully plan, ener-· 
getically prosecute, respective sacred delegated tasks 
take immediate preliminary steps issue invttations' 
:fix procedure, provide smooth working, accord wid~ 
publicity, insure resounding success, epoch-making con
ferences immortalizing Centenary (of) memorable 
Year, anticipated (by) St. John (the) Divine, foreshad
owed (by) ~ay1ID Al;lmad, eulogized (by the) Bab, 
extolled (by) both Baha'u'lliih (and) 'Abdu'l-Baha and . . ' constltutmg prelude (to) Most Great Jubilee, which will 
alike commemorate Centenary formal assumption (by) 
Author (of) Baha'i Revelation (of) His Prophetic Office, 
(and) mark, God willing, worldwide establishment 
Faith forecast (by) Center (of) Covenant (in) His Tab
lets, prophecied (by) Daniel (in) his book, thus paving 
way (for) advent (of) Golden Age destined witness 
world recognition, universal proclamation, ultimate tri
umph (of the) Cause of Baha'u'llilh. 

(Signed) SHOOHI 

Cablegram received November 30, 1951 
at Wilmette, Illinois 

A Summons to the Entire Baha'i World 
Beloved Baha'i friends: 

The Guardian has presented hi. message of Novem
ber 30 as a "momentous announcement." He summons 
the entire Bah .. 'j world, through the existing National 
Spiritual Assemblies, to arise during the coming six
teen months and prepare for an unprecedented demon
stration of Baha'i solidarity. 

In this cablegram we learn with awe that the inter· 



continental stage in the evolution of the Baha'i adminis
trative order will be inaugurated, that the Centenary 
of Baha'u'llilh's mystical experience will begio io Oc
tober, 1952, and be signalized, io addition to festivites 
planned by each National Assembly, by the formal dedi
cation of the Baha'i House of Worship for public wor
ship, the possible completion of the superstructure o! 
the Bab's Sepulchre, and by the holding of four great 
intercontinental Teaching Conferences. 

We learn further that the Divine Plan revealed by 
'Abdu'l-Baha duriog the dark days of the first World 
War will be fulfilled in its initial epoch by 1963. To 
bring this 10 pass, great new teaching projects are to 
be launched during the succession of iolernational Con
ferences in 1953. 

The vista is glorious beyond the power of words to 

describe. It is an assertion of power transcending hu
man ability to generate. The divine Will itself seizes 
hold of human affairs. The world is to be transformed. 
The faith of every Baha'i will be required to yield its 
fruit. 

The Announcement calls for formulation of plans com
mensurate with the scope of the Jubilee program. As 
the plans uofold, the friends will be kept informed. 
Meanwhile may there be much prayer and meditation 
throughout the Baha'i community, to open our inner 
eyes, fire our hearts, and steel our resolves to do, each 
one, his utmost for the accomplishment of an inter. 
contioental mission through which the oneness of man
kind will be demonstrated and its found a tion firmly 
laid. 

-NA'l'ION . .u. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 



Insert-/a.nuaf'lI 1952 
Bah6'£ Neun 

The Guardian Announces 
Appointment of Hands of the Cause 

Recall feelings profound thankfulness joy chain recent 
historic events heralding long anticipa led rise establish
ment World Administrative Center Faith Baha'u'Jl8h 
Holy Land regarded third most momentous epoch-mak
ing development since inception Formative Age morrow 
'Abdu'I-BahlI'. Ascension. 

. Quarter century constituting opening epoch this age 
signalized successively by erection consolidation over 
period no less sixteen years local, national institutions 
Baha'I Administrative Order five continent. globe con
fonnity provisions Will Center Covenant and initiation 
first Seven Year Plan American Baha'i Community 
marking inauguration first epoch execution 'Abdu'l
Baba's Divine Plan unavoidably held abeyance over two 
decades pending creation divinely-appointed admin
istrative agencies designed by its Author for its effec
tive prosecution. 

Opening year. second epoch Formative Age now wit
nessing long last commencement third vast majestic 
fate-laden process following two above-mentioned de
velopments destined through gradual emergence mani
fold institutions World Center Faith crown administra
tive structure Baha'u"llih's embryonic World Order. 
Gigantic process now set motion opening decade second 
Baba'i Century synchronizing with, deriving notable im
petus through, birth sovereign Stale, Holy Land, greatly 
accelerated through series swiftly succeeding events 
originated World Center Faith. 

First, inauguration most holy worldwide enterprise un
precedented annals Faith construction heart Mount Car
mel superstructure Bab'. Sepulchre. Second, creation 
International Baha'i Council precincts Holy Shrine fore
runner International House Justice, supreme legislative 
organ nascent divinely conceived world-encircling Baha'i 
Administrative Order. Third, acquisition restoration em
bellishment historic sites associated incareera tion BaM'
'n'llOh, 'Abdu'I-BaM, recognition their sacred character, 
exemption taxes newly formed State, accessibility ap-· 
preciative general public. Fourth, initiation formal nego
tiation central municipal authorities same State twofold 
purpose preserve posterity immediate directly threatened 
neighborhood Most Holy Tomb Founder Faith outskirts 
'Akki, acquire extensive, sorely needed properties vicin· 
ily Bab'. Sepulchre destined serve site future edifices 
envisaged 'Abdu'I-Baha to house auxiliary agencies re
volving twin institutions Guardianship House Justice. 

Fifth, preparation design future Ma'!!!riqu'l-Adhkar 
Mount Carmel outstanding indispensable feature unfold
ment rising World Administrative Order. Sixth, forth
coming convocation four conferences embracing eleven 
National Assemblies all continents globe marking in
anguration beyond limits World Center Faith intercon
tinental stage Baha'i activity. precursor final step 
summoning assemblage representative communities all 
sovereign states, chief dependencies, islands, entire 
planet. 

Hour now ripe take long inevitably deferred step, 
conformity provisions 'Abdu'I-BahlI's Testament, con
junction with six above-mentioned steps through appoint
ment first contingent Hands Cause God, twelve in 
number, equally allocated Holy Land, Asiatic, American, 
European continents. Intial step now taken regard prep
aratory full development institution provided 'Abdu'l
Baha's Will, paralleled preliminary measure formation 
International Council destined culminate emergence 
Universal House Justice. Nascent institution forging 
fresh links binding rising World Center Faith to con
solidating World Community followers Most Great Name 
paving way adoption supplementary measures calculated 
reinforce foundations structure Baha'i Administrative 
Order. 

Nominated Hands comprise, Holy Land, Sutherland 
Maxwell, Mason Remey, Amelia Collins, President, Vice
President International Baha'I Council; cradle Faith, 
Valiullah Varqua, Tarazullah Samandari, Ali Akbar 
Furutan; American continent, Horace Holley, Dorothy 
Baker, Leroy Ioas; European continent, George Town
shend, Herman Grossman, Ugo Giachery. Nine elevated 
rank ,Hand three continents outside Holy Land advised 
remain present posts continue discharge vital adminis
trativ.e teaching duties pending assignment specific 
functions as need arises. Urge all nine attend as my 
representatives all four forthcoming intercontinental con
ferences as well as discharge whatever responsibilities 
incumbent upon them a I that time as elected represent
atives national Baha'i communities. 

Communicate text announcement all National Assem
blies_ 

Haifa, Israel 
December 24, 1951 

(Signed) SIIOCB[ 
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The ShriDe of tbe Ba.b~ The waDs of the Octagon go up. With.iD 
the scaffolding can be seen tbe solid Chiampo stone fra.mes tor 

Ute 'Wiodows of the Octagon being eree1ed. 

Messages from the Guardian 
Much Loved Herald Balui'u'llah Covenant 
The Guardian'~ Tribute to Roy C. Wilhelm 

"Heart fiJ'ed (with) sorrow (lor) loss (01) greatly 
prized, much loved, highly admired herald (of) 
Baha'u'llith's Covenant, Roy Wilhelm. Distinguished 
career enriched annals (of) concluding years (of) 
Heroic (and) opening years (of) Formative Age (of) 
Faith. Sterling qualities endeared him (to) his beloved 
Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha. His saintliness, indomitable faith, 
outstanding services local, national, international, (his) 
exemplary devotion, qualify him (to) join ranks (of) 
Hands (of) Cause, insure him everlasting reward (in) 
Abha Kingdom. Advise hold memorial gathering (in) 
Temple befitting his unforgettable services (and) lofty 
rank." 

Cablegram received 
December 24, 1951. 

-S-HOGIll 

The National Spiritual Assembly has provided for the 
holding of a Memorial to Mr. Wilhelm in Temple 
Foundation Hall, Saturday, March 29, 1952, at 8:00 p.m. 

A loving invitation is extended to all Baha'is and to 
all non·Baha'i friends of Mr. Wilhelm to share in the 
tribute so richly due the memory of this eminent Baha'i. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMm.Y 

Pilgrimage to Baha'i World Center 
HAnnoWlce (to) all National Assemblies restrictions 

(on) pilgrimage being gradually removed. Owing (to) 
prevailing conditions, maximum duration (will be) nine 
days. Permission (of Guardian) necessary. as few at a 
time are now permitted." 

Cablegram received 
December 25, 1951 

-SHOO'" 

The Guardian's message that restrictions on pilgrim
age are gradually being removed is a cause for re
joicing throughout the Baha'; world. From the earliest 
days, the spirit of the Faith has been diffused among 
the believers through the influence of pilgrims as well 
as through Tablets and letters. 

The friends will recall a recent message from the 
Guardian concerning the mansion occupied by 
Baha'u'llah, which was to be furnished in preparation 
of pilgrimage. This great blessing is now offered 
Baha'isl 

The matter of pilgrimage, of course, is for the in
dividual believer to take up directly with Shoghi Effendi. 
In no way does it pertain to the actions of Baha'i 
administrative bodies. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSE"MBLY 

The Guardian Hopes the American Baha'is Will 
Accelerate Their Pioneer Work in Africa 

~'He was very pleased to have the first pioneer from 
America go forth under this organized African cam· 
paign; he was doubly happy that it shOUld have been an 
American Negro who went. This is highly appropriate 
and surely has delighted the heart of 'Abdu'l-Bahii who 
watched over that race with particular love, tenderness 
and understanding. The ever·increasing part the colored 
friends are taking in the work of the Cause, and es
pecially of late years in the pioneer work, gratifies the 
Guardian immensely. And now, to add further to the 
record of their services, they can count a member of 
their race a Hand of the Cause. When we read in the 
Will and Testament how great is the function of the 
Hands, we appreciate to what an exalted station our 
dear brother Louis Gregory has attained. 

'lThe Guardian hopes that now the American Baha'is 
have arisen and started on their pioneer work in Africa 
they will go on with it at an accelerated pace." 

-SHOO'" EPTENDl 
November 23, 1951, through his secretary. 
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Messages from the Guardian 
, The Year Nine 

I 
The foUowing statement is an excerpt from the portion 
of the Guardian's !etter of November 23, 1951, written 
through his Secretary. 

Regarding your question about the Centenary, the 
Guardian wishes you to share the following information 
with the Persian and other National Assemblies; the 
"Year Nine" is an abbreviation of 1269 A.H. This term 
has been. used by the Bab in His Writings, foreshadow· 
ing the Birth of the Revelation of Baha'u'llilh. The friends 
should refer, in "God Passes By". to the passages men
tioning the year Nine in order to appreciate its signifi
cance as well as the great importance attached to it 
by the Bab. In that same book the Guardian has ex· 
plained that the Revelation of Baha'u'llah was progreso 
sive: It commenced with the first intimation He re· 
ceived, of His Prophetic Mission while in the Siyilh
Chill of Tihran. The beginning of the year Nine occurred 
about t~o months after His imprisonment in that dun
geon. We do not know the exact time He received ~is 
first intimation, nor have either the Bab, or Baha'u'llih, 
made mention of any specific date in this connection. 
We therefore regard the entire year Nine as a Holy 
Year, and the emphasis should be placed, in ~ccordance 
with the Bab's Writings, on the entire Year which started 
in October, 1852. This means our Centenary Year of 
Celebration will be from October, 1952 to October, 1953. 
All celebrations must be held within these two dates. 
As the Ridvan period is associated with Baha'u'll3h's 
Revelation' it should be regarded as the most important 
time of that year and therefore the most suitable period 
for the celebrations. 

The second stage in that progressive Revelation was 
when Bah6.'u'llah declared His Mission to His com~ 
panions in Baghdad; this is considered the most mo~ 
mentous stage in His Revelation, hence it is called the 
'IMost Great Festival", the One Hundredth Anniversa~y 
of which will be celebrated in Ri4van 1963 and will 
constitute the Most Great Jubilee, the third of its kind, 
the first jubilee having been the Centenary of the Bab's 
Declaration; and the second the one we will he cele-
brating all over the world in 1952-1953. . 

The third and last stage in Baha'u'1l6h's RevelatIOn 
was when He proclaimed His Mission to the rulers and 
religious leaders of the world in Adrianopl.e. The first 
was an intimation, the second a declaration and the 
third a proclamation-the intimation was from God to 
llim which He kept a secret within His own spirit. 
the declaration was to His faithful companions, and the 
proclamation was to the entir,e body of the religious 
and political leaders of mankmd. 

II 
This statement is an excerpt from the Gu.ardian's letter 
of June 15, 1946, published as "A God-Given Mandate" 
in ~'Messages to America", pages 99~101. 

What greater ,reward can crown the labors of that 
community, now launched on the secon:t stage of its 
world mission, than that the consu.mmation 01 the sec~ 
ond Seven YeaT Plan should coincide with the cele
bra.tions commemorating the centenary of the "Year 
Nine" the year which alike marked the termination 
of the' Ba.bi Dispensation, and signalized the birth of 

Baha'u'llah's prophetic Mission? It was at a time when 
the Faith for which the Bab had suffered and died was 
hovering on the brink of extinction, when Baha'u'llah 
lay wrapped in the gloom of the Siyah-Chal of rihran, 
His feet in stocks, His neck freighted with chains, and 
surrounded by vile and wretched criminals, that the 
auspicious year 1269 A.H., acclaimed by the Bab as' 
the "Year Nine," dawned upon the world. ushering in 
the most glorious and momentous stage in the Heroic 
Age of the greatest religious dispensation in the spiritual 
history of mankind. To that year He had referred as 
the year in which Uthe realities of the created thingsH 
will "be made manifest," the year in which mankind 
"will attain unto all good;" in which the "Bayan," as 
yet Bin the stage of seed," will manifest "its ultimate 
,perfection," in which the "embryo of the Faith will 
attain the station of ~the most comely of forms,''' and 
in which "a new creationtt will be beheld. It 'was in 
that same year that the "third woe," as anticipated by 
St. John the Divine, quickly succeeded the second. To 
that same year ~ay1ID-1I1:!mad-i-Al)sa'i, who had herald
ed the Faith of the Bab, had alluded as the year "after 
Hin" (68), when, according to his written testimony, 
the "mystery" of the Cause of God would be "mani
fested /' and the "secret" of His Message "divulged." 
It was in that same year that, according to Baha'u'llih.. 
Himself, Hthe requisite number of pure, of wholly con
secrated, and sanctified souls" had been "most secretly 
consummated.' , 

It was in such dramatic circumstancest recalling the 
experience of Moses when face to face with the Burning 
Bush in the wilderness of Sinai, the successive visions 
of Zoroaster, the opening of the heavens and the descent 
of the Dove IIpon Christ in the Jordan, the cry of 
Gabriel heard by Mul;lammad in the Cave of Hira, and 
the dream of the Bab, in which the blood of the Imam 
Husayn touched and sanctified His lips, that Bah8.'u'llab, 
He "around Whom the Point of the Bayan hath re
volved," and the Vehicle of the greatest Revelation the 
world has yet seent received the -first intimation of His 
sublime Mission, and that a ministry, which, alike in 
its duration and fecundity, is unsurpassed in the re
ligious history of mank:ind~ was inaugurated. It was on 
that occasion that the "Most Great Spirit," as desig
nated by Baha'u'llah Himself, revealed itself to Him, 
in the form of a '·Maiden," and bade Him ulift up" 
His "voice between earth and heaven"-that same Spirit 
which, in the Zoroastrian, the Mosaic, the Christian 
and Muhammadan Dispensations, had been respective
ly symbolized by the "Sacred Fire," the "Burning 
Bush," the "Dove," and the "Angel Gabriel/' 

"One night in a dream," Baha'u'IU.h Himself, re
counting His sou1~shaking experience of the first stir
rings of His prophetic Mission, in the Year Nine, in 
that abominable pit, has written, "these exalted words 
were heard on every side: 'Verily, We shall render 
Thee victorious by Thyself and by Thy Pen. Grieve 
Thou not for that which hath befallen Thee, neither be 
Thou afraid, for Thou art in safety. Ere long will God 
raise up the treasures of the earth-men who will aid 
Thee through Thyself and through Thy Name, wherewith 
God hath revived the hearts of such as have recognized 
Him'. PI And again, '4During the days I lay in the prison 
of Tihran though the galling weight of the chains and 
the' stencb.filled air allowed Me but little sleep, still 
in those infrequent moments of slumber I felt as if 
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sometlling flowed from the crown of My. head over 
My bre!,st, even as a mighty torrent that precipitateth 
itself upon the earth from the summit of a lofty moun
tain_ Every limb of My body would, as a result, be 
set afire. At such moments My tongue recited what no 
man could bear to hear /' 

"What still greater reward could await those who, in· 
spired by the success achieved by the prosecutors of 
the second Seven Year Plan, will have arisen to carry 
forward to a triumphant conclusion the third phase of 
the Mission entrusted to them by 'Abdu'l-Bahit, than that 
their prodigious labors, having embraced territories far 
beyond the confines of the continents of Europe and 
of America, should climax in, and be worthily com
memorated through, the world-wide celebrations of the 
"Most Great Festival," the "King of Festivals," the 
"Festival of God" Himself-the Festival associated with 
the accession of Him Who is the Lord of the Kingdom 
to the throne of everlastiog glory, and with the formal 
assumption by Him of His prophetic office? What great
er reward than that the consummation of the third 
Seven Year Plan, marking the close of the first, and 
signalizing the opening of the second, epoch in the 
evolution of the Divine Plan. should synchronize with 
that greatest of all Jubilees, related to the year 1335, 
mentioned by Daniel in the last Chapter of His Book, 
and associated by 'Abdu'l-Baha with the world triumph 
of His Father's Faith? What greater glory than that 
those who have brought this initial epoch in the resist
less march of a world-embracing Plan to a triumphant 
termination should be made to· feel that they, and those 
gone before them, have, through their collective, their 
sustained, and heroic endeavors, organized through 
three successive stages, and covering a span of almost 
a quarter of a century, been vouchsafed by the Almighty 
the privilege of contributing, more than any other com
munity consciously laboring in the service of the Faith 
of Baha'u'llith, to this blissful consummation, and to 
have played a preponderating role in the world triumph 
of its institutions? 

Building the Shrine of the B8b 
The following extracts from letters written by Ugo 

Giachery in Rome to Leroy C. Ioas, Treasurer of the 
American N.S.A. show the divine protection under which 
the Shrine of the Bit b is being built. 

October 22, 1951. 
After much anxiety and the usual rounds of several 

government offices, I was able to obtain an export 
license for the steel, the lumber. the iron wire and the 
nails necessary to make the concrete cast of the cyl
inder and the dome of the Shrine. It is truly a miracle 
because recently the Italian Government has frozen all 
metals including the manufacturing of anything which 
contains metal. At the first approach, I was told that 
it was impossible and that no license could be given; 
but I was given the opportunity to make a petition 
and state my case. It took several weeks, and a lot 
of running around and much praying and finally the 
good news. The same official who handled my appli
cation, said it was out of the ordinary and a true 
miracle. The licenses are granted by a board composed 
of the representatives of various government agencies 
and well known for their severity. 

By a steamer sailing the 30th of October, I shall send 
the steel t the wire, the na ils, p art of the 1 umber and 

the balance of the carved stone to finish the octagon, 
plus the balance of the iron window frames." 

November 15, 1951. 
The weather has been horrible all over Italy; there 

is destruction and havoc everywhere. One ship which 
should ha.ve sailed over a fortn,ight ago has not been 
able to leave these shores on account of the lashing 
storms. It was the last cargo of stone for the octagon 
and the steel for the dome. Perhaps before the end 
of the week it will sail. 

Just received a telegram that finally the steamer has 
sailed; it will arrive in Haifa on November 22nd, 1951. 

Memorial Gifts 
The beloved Master has told us that the progress of 

man's spirit in the divine world, is through the grace 
of the Lord alone, or through prayers of other human 
souls, or through charities and important good works 
which are performed in its name. 

The National Spiritual Assembly has arranged for the 
Treasurer to maintain a permanent special record of 
all memorial gifts, so the names of all those memorial. 
ized may become, in an appropriate manner. a part of 
the permanent historical record of the Faith. Such 
names are now, and will continue to be carried in the 
Minutes of the National Assembly meetings, but it has 
been felt these "good works", and those in whose mem. 
ory they are performed, should be kept in a separate 
Memorial Book, which is to be a permanent historical 
record of the Faith. 

The work 01 the National Treasurer's office will be 
simplified, and contributions safeguarded, if the As
semblies, Groups, and individuals will use checks, 
drafts, money orders, etc. in making contributions to 
the National Treasurer. 

These checks, drafts, etc. should be made out in 
favor of NATIDNAL BAHA'i FUND and not to the Na
tional Assembly, or the Treasurer, In no case should 
the checks be made out to an individual - likewise, 
cash should not be remitted. 

-NATIONAL SP.fRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Remittances to Haifa 
In a recent letter from the Guardian, through his 

Secretary, our attention is called to the fact that 
ordinary bank checks can be cashed in Haifa without 
difficulty; and therefore, there is no objection to the 
believers using this method of making gifts to the 
Guardian of the Faith, if they prefer to do it that way. 

It will be recalled the National Assembly had sug
gested the use of American Express money orders in 
making these remittances. The method now is, we are 
happy to note, greatly simplified, by the use of bank 
checks. 

-NA.TIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEl\.1BJ,Y 

National Bahi.'j Administrative ReadquarienJ, 53G SbertdaD 
R4ad,~eUe,JUmo~. 

National Treasurer, llZ LiDdeD Avenue, WUmette, IlIIDDIL 

Baha'f PubllshiDg Committee, 110 lJDdea AVeline, WUmeUe, 
IIlIDois. 

Ba.hA'a Nel'VS Editorial otnce-see DOUce elseW'bere 1a Uai8 
issue. 
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Budget Requirements 
Dearly Beloved Co·workers: 

The National Assembly submits for the prayerful con· 
sideration of the Friends, the following statement show
ing the Budget Requirements of our Funds for the first 
eight months of the current BaM.'; Year, and the extent 
to which our cash receipts fell short of these Budget 
needs. 

It will be noted, that in this eight month period, our 
contributions fell $53,450 sbort of the Budget needs. It 
also will be noted, that if we are to meet the Budget 
set up for the present Baha'i Year, during the re
maining four month period (January 1951 to April 30, 
1952, inclusive), contributions totaling $203,450 or an 
a"erage of $50,860 per month, are required. During the 
first eight months of the year, the average monthly 
contributions were $31,070. This will clearly indicate to 
the Friends, the degree of sacrifice necessary during 
the remaining months of this fateful year, if we are to 
meet our financial responsibilities. 

In the stirring letter from the Guardian, dated Novem
ber 23rd, 1951, he states: 

C<Above all, the accummulating deficit which has 
lately again thrown its somber sbadow on all otherwise 
resplendent record of service, must, through a renewed 
display of self-abnegation, which, though not com
mensurate with the sacrifice of so many souls im
molated on tbe altar of the Faith of Baha'u'llah, may 
at least faintly reflect its poignant heroism, be ob
literated, once and for aU from the record of a splendid 
stewardship to His Faith." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Statement Showing 
Budget Requirementst and Cash Receipts, 

for BaIuI'i Year 1951·195% 
Budget for Year 1951·1952: 

Resolve Fund: 
Shrine of the Bab ........... '. $200,000.00 
Temple Landscaping ....... ,. 75,000.00 

Total Resolve Fund .. , ......... $275,000.00 

National BaM.'! Fund .......... $175,000.00 

Total Budget ............................... $450,000.00 
PROGRESS-May I-December 31, 1951 

At tbe end of the first eight months of the current year, 
here is where we stand in relation to our Budget: 

Budget Contributions 
Requirements Received 

May- May-
December December 

Deficit 
May

December 
Resolve Plan ....... $183,300.00 $142,900.00 $40,400.00 

13,050.00 National Baha'; Fund 116,700.00 103,650.00 

Total Progress .... $300,000.00 $246,550.00 $53,450.00 
REQUIREMENTS-January 1, 1952-April30, 1952 

Budget Total 
Requirements Deficit Requirements 

January- May- January-
April December April 

Resolve Plan, ...... $ 91,700.00 $40,400.00 $132,100.00 
National BaM'! Fund 58,300.00 13,050.00 71,350.00 

Total 
Requirements .. $150,000.00 $53,450.00 $203,450.00 

The Guardian's World Call 
Beloved Friends: 

In a rapid succession of cablegrams and letters the 
Guardian has disclosed to the Baha'is of East and West 
the vast potentialities of the Faith of Bah,,'u'llah to 
achieve its divine destiny. These Messages sound the 
Guardian's World Call. In awe and reverence we ponder 
so majestic a demonstration, so irresistible a pronounce
ment uttered by the Almighty through His chosen Leader 
of the hosts of the faithful, summoning us to celebrate 
the Jubilee of Baha'u'llcih's mystical experience in Siyilh
Chill and vindicate our faith by formulating plans to 
establish Baha'i communities in the remaining conti
nents, territories and islands of the earth. From 1953 to 
1963 we are to undertake international projects far ex
ceeding in scope anything before attempted by Bah"'ls. 

In humility we open our hearts to a realization of 
what Shoghi Effendi has been inspired to proclaim. In 
his cablegram of November 30, already published, the 
Guardian summons "entire Baha'i world, through the 
eleven National Assemblies already functioning" " to be
stir itself and arise during the sixteen months ahead, 
through supreme, concerted, sustained effort, to prepare 
for demonstration of Baha'i solidarity of \.mprecedented 
scope and intensity during the entire course of Baha'i 
history." 

The Centennial festivities of the Year Nine, he states, 
"must include, apart from consummation of plans ini
tiated by various National Assemblies," "the furmal ded· 
ication for public worship of the Mother Temple of the 
West," the upossible termination of superstructure of 
the Bab's Sepulchre in Holy Land, and the convocation 
of four interacontinental Baha'i Teaching Conferences 
to be heldu "on continents of Africa, America, Europe 
and Asia." 

Four Intercontinental Conferences 
The message continues with a list of the four Cona 

ferences: one in Kampala, Uganda, one in Wilmette, 
one in Stockholm, and one in New Delhi, India. To 
each Conference the Guardian assigns the aim of for~ 
mulating measures to "plant the banner of the Faith" 
in a definite list of territories. 

The preliminary work is to be Wldertaken immedi
ately by the National Spiritual Assemb~y convening each 
Conference, and in the case of Stockholm by the Euro
pean Teaching Committee. On November 30 the 
Guardian cabled: "Forthcoming celebrations must be 
signalized through inauguration long anticipated in
tercontinental stage .in administrative evolution of 
Faith .... H 

The Divine Plan 
Shoghi Effendi has unfolded a new and decisive stage 

in the evoiutlon of the Divine Plan of (Abdu'l-Baha, 
His trust addressed to the Baha'ls of the United States 
and Canada and now a sacred charge directed by the 
Guardian to the Baha'l World Community. 

Referring to the Tablets addressed to all the Baha'is 
of the United States and Canada, we note that in the 
Tablet dated April 8, 1916, the Master sounds the call 
for teaching in Alaska and Latin America, and on April 
11, 1916, He declared: "When this divine call travels 
from the continent of America to Europe, Asia, Mrica, 
Australia and the Islands of the Pacific, the American 
believers shall be established on the throne of Ever
lasting Glory . . . . , " In that Tablet 'Abdu'I·Bahil 
called the roll of land. to which the Guardian, His 
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Executor, now summons the unified energies of the 
Baha'i world. The Master's call was sealed by the two 
following Tablets in which He glorified the Collective 
Center and identified the army of the Lord of Hosts. 

'I1l:e Year Nine 
In his letter dated November 23, 1951, the Guardian, 

through his secretary. has explained the significance 
of the Year Nine. The full text is published elsewhere 
in this issue. The following passages are cited in order 
to clarity the picture we are ende a voring to form of 
the Guardian's stupendous conception. 

"The 'Year Nine' is an abbreviation of 1269 A. H:' 
"The beginning of the Year Nine occurred about twa 
months after His (Baha'u'llah's) imprisonment in that 
dungeoll. We do not know the exact time He received 
this first intimation . . . . We therefore regard the 
entire Year Nine as a Holy Year, and the emphasis 
should be placed .... on the entire Year, which 
started in October, 1852. This means our Centenary 
Year of Celebration will be from October, 1952 to Oc
tober, 1953." 

The Guardian also explained the Year Nine in his 
letter "A God-Given Mandate" which brought us the 
inspiration and guidance needed for the Second Seven 
Year Plan. In UMessages to America/' pages 99, 100 
and 101, we find a most vivid statement which is pub
lished elsewhere in full. 

Hands of the Cause 
The Guardian has also annoW1ced the appointment 

of twelve Haods of the Cause, chosen from the Holy 
Land, Persia, Europe and America. Except the thr~e 
Hands chosen in the Holy Land, they are to be his 
representatives at the Intercontinental Conferences in 
1953. Meanwhile they are to continue in their present 
types of Baha'i service. 

Their appointment carries one step farther the un
foldment of the great Pattern disclosed in the Bah,,'; 
Writings and particnlarly in the Master's Will and Tes
tament. The elements of the Pattern have been known. 
It is the timing aod the application of the Pattern by 
the Guardian which pertains to his spiritual Station 
and power. The Pattern as a whole, with the Guardian
ship, Ule Houses of Justice, international, national and 
local and the Hands of the Cause, has been made the 
divin~ intrument for the establishment and mainte
nance of the World Order of Baha'u'llah. 

The startling events in our Baha'i experience are 
those which represent unexpected evidences of the Pow
er with which the Pattern is endowed. 

Swiftly Succeeding Events 
The cabled Message dated December 24 refers to the 

,egigantic process now set in motionH as "greatly ac
celerated through series of swiftly succeeding events 
originafed in the World Center of the Faith." 

The Guardian lists six of these events: the construc
tion of the superstructure of the Bab's Sepulchre; the 
creation of the International Baha'i COUll_cil; the aCR 
quisition restoration and embellishment of historic sites 
assoCiated with the imprisonment of Baha'u'llab and 
IAbdu'I-Baha; initiation of negotiations with authorities 
of Israel to preserve for posterity the area neighbor
ing the Tomb of Baha'u'lllih and to acquire properties 
sorely needed in the vicinity of the Sepulchre of the 
Bli b for housing agencies connected with the Guardian
ship and the House of Justice; preparation of design 
for future House of Worship on Mount Carmel; and the 

convocation of the four Conferences embracing the 
eleven National Spiritual Assemblies. 

Shoghi Effendi then states fRat the hour is ripe, in 
cGnjunction with these six st.eps, to appoint the first 
contingent of the Hands of the Cause. 

America's Responsibilities 
The American Baha'is have been charged by the 

Guardian with certain paramount responsibilities to be 
fulfilled before the Holy Year. Passages enumerating 
these duties are published elsewhere. To complete this 
summary of the Guardian's World Call, we quote the 
following passage from the Guardiants letter of No~ 
vember 23, 1951. 

"The landscaping of the area surrounding a struc
ture, whose foundations and exterior and interior orna
mentation, have demanded, for so many years? so much 
effort and such constant sac.rifice, must, under no circum
stances, and while there is yet time, be neglected, 
lest failure to achieve this final task mar the beauty 
of the approaches of a national Shrine which provide so 
suitable a setting for an Edifice at once so sacred and 
noble, The responsibilities solemnly undertaken to con
solidate and multiply the administrative institutions 
throughout all the States of the Union - a task that has 
of late been allowed to fall into abeyance, and has 
been eclipsed by the spectacular success attending the 
shining exploits of the American Baha'i Community in 
foreign fields-must be speedily and seriously recon
sidered for upon the constant broadening and the steady 
reinforcement of this internal administrative structure, 
which provides the essential base for future operations 
in all the continents of the globe, must depend the vigor, 
the rapidity and the soundness of the future crusades 
which must needs be launched in the service, and for 
the glory of the Faith of Baha'u'llah, and in obedience 
to the stirring summons issued by the Center of His 
Covenant in some of His most weighty Tablets. Above 
all, the accumulating deficit which has lately again 
thrown its somber shadow on an otherwise resplendent 
record of service, must, through a renewed display of 
self~abnegation, which, though not commensurate with 
the sacrifice of so many souls immolated on the altar 
of the Faith of Baha'u'l1ah, may at least faintly reflect 
its poignant heroism, be obliterated, once and for all, 
from the record of a splendid stewardship to His Faith." 

Our duty is clear, our collective responsibility ab4 
solute, our privilege wrique. The majestic vista of a 
world-embracing Order depicted by the Guardian de
pends upon the resolution, the energy and the sacrifice 
of Baha'is. We are not passengers borne without effort 
to their goal, but workers called upon to strive every 
hour in the erection of the edifice of spiritual Victory! 

The Guardian's plans are under intensive study by 
the National Spiritual Asembly, and its considered pro
grams for best carrying out the undertakings directly 
concerning the United States will be published from 
time to time. An appeal for suggestions and for more 
intensive effort has been directed to Assemblies, Groups, 
Area National Teaching Committees, and Regional 
Teaching Committees. In this preliminary statement the 
intention is confined to a survey of the several messages 
and a simplified expression of their plans and purposes 
so· that we may see them as a whole. • 

The Dearest Wish of the Guardian's Heart 
The concluding passages of his letter dated Novem-
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ber 23, 1951 raise us to the peak of climax in this 
truly overwhelming proclamation. 

uThe vision now disclosed to the eyes of this com· 
munity is indeed enthralling. The tasks which, if that 
vision is to be fulfilled, must be valiantly shouldered by 
it members are staggering. The time during which so 
herculean a task is to be performed is alarmingly brief. 
The period during which so gigantic an operation must 
be set in motion, prosecuted and consummated, coin
cides with the critical, and perhaps the darkest and 
most tragic, stage in human affairs. The opportunities 
presenting themselves to them are now close at hand. 
The invisible battalions of the Concourse on High are 
mustered, in serried ranks, ready to rush their rein
forcements to the aid of the vanguard of Baha'u'llllh's 
crusaders in the hour of their greatest need. and in 
anticipation of that Most Great, that Wondrous Jubilee 
in the joyfulness of which both heaven and earth will 
partake. 'Abdu'l-Baha. the Founder of this community 
and the Author of the Plan which constitutes its birth· 
right, to whose last wishes its members so marvelously 
responded; the Bab, the Centenary of whose Revelation 
this same community so magnificently celebrated, and 
to the building of whose Sepulchre it has given so fer
vent a support; Baha'u'llah Himself, to the glory of 
whose Name so stately an Edifice it has raised, wilJ 
amply bless and repay its members if they but persevere 
on the long road they have so steadfastly trodden, and 
pursue, with undimmed vision, with unrelaxing resolve 
and unshakable faith, their onward march towards their 
chosen goaL 

"That this community, so young in years, yet withal 
so rich in exploits, may, in the months immediately 
ahead, as well as in the years immediately following 
this coming Jubilee, maintain. untarnished and unim
paired, its record of service to our beloved Faith, that 
it may further embellish, through still nobler feats, its 
annals, is the dearest wish of my heart, and the object 
of my constant supplicatio:ps at the Holy Threshold." 

After we have scaled these heights of vision, let us, 
together and humbly, resolve to be worthy of so vast 
and precious a trust, consecrate our efforts and resources 
to it execution, and allow no negative elements to 
obscure the brilliance of the future scene. 

Now indeed we Baha'is have come to the Day when 
faith is not a mere belief but a complete consecration 
of soul, mind and body to the establishment of the 
Kingdom on earth. There is no place for doubt, dis~ 
sention nor gloom in the radiance of the Kingdom. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEI\oIBLY 

Hi. Confirmations Are Ready 
Dear friends, 

In recent weeks our hearts have been stirred by a 
series of momentous messages from Haifa. Before our 
eyes we see the structure of Baha'u'llah's World Order 
taking shape. We are profoundly thankful to be living 
in such historic days. 

The establishment of another institution of the World 
Order means, among other things, that the actions and 
services of each individual Baha'i become more signif
icant. The individual Baha'i is the bedrock of the King
dom of God. The sustainirtg source of his faith is love 
for Baha'u'llilh. His protection is the power of the 
Covenant. His daily efforts to teach the Faith bless 
and enrich his life a hundred-fold. 

In the increased strength and prestige of the Faith 
the individual Baha'i can see the fruits of his service. 
The Faith is no longer obscure. And the final institutions 
of World Order are unfolding. Now, how much can we 
speed up this process? The answer lies in our hearts. 

Npw let us teach the Faith with a confidence and 
fire never before seen in this country. Let us each 
systematically and joyfully present the message of 
Baha'u'IIa.h to our friends and acquaintances. 

The Baha'i in active teaching receives the capacity 
to serve Baha 'u'llhh. The Baha'i in action is reinforced 
and confirmed. The Baha'i in action is ble~sed, both 
materially and spiritually. 

One of the recent messages from Haifa tells us that 
"a great restless forward surge is taking place among 
the believers the world over. There was a time, not so 
many years ago, when almost everything new being 
done in the Baha'i World was being done by the North 
American Baha'is. Those days have gone forever. On 
their horizon there now looms keen competition." 

This is good news indeed. The "weak and down
trodden, underprivileged Baha'i Communities in the 
East" are proving that Baha'u'llah miraculously blesses 
and confirms every individual Baha'i who arises to 
teach His Faith. 

Can we hestitate for a moment? Can we deprive 
ourselves of Baha'u'llah's confirmations for a single 
day? Let the answer come from Maine to California, 
let the answer come from Florida to Alaska, as we 
actively depend upon Baha'u'lhih's confirmations by tell~ 
ing the story of our Faith every week and every day. 

It has been said that HOne is the highest number a 
man can count." Each one of us is precious in the 
sight of God. Each one of us will be strengthened and 
confirmed as we actively tell the story of the Faith 
of Bahil'u'llah. He will bless us and multiply our 
effectiveness. 

Remember His promise! "Whoso openeth his lips in 
this Day and maketh mention of the name of his Lord, 
the hosts of Divine inspiration shall descend upon him 
from the heaven of My name, the All.Knowing, the 
All-Wise. On him shall also descend the Concourse on 
high, each bearing aloft a chalice of pure light. It 
"Verily, We behold you from Our Realm of glory, and 
shall aid whosoever will arise for the triumph of Our 
Cause with the hosts of the Concourse on High and a 
company of Our favored angels." 

The State Convention 

Faithfully Yours, 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAl. ASSEMBLY 

The reports and recommendations submitted by the 
State Conventions along with their certified election 
reports are being subjected to careful study by the 
members of the National Spiritual Assen,bly. The ac
tion taken on each specific recommendation will be 
published for the inform a tion of the American Baha'i 
Community. 

Meanwhile this brief notice is issued in order to share 
the most vivid impressions the National Assembly re
ceives from a survey of the material-the size of the 
attendance this year as compared to attendance a year 
ago, the outstanding types of recommendation submit
ted, the response to the Guardian's appeal, etc. 

A :check of attendance figures on twelve State Con-
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ventions for 1951 and for 1952 (a sufficient number to 
show trends) produces this result: For the 1952 Conven· 
tion about 56% of the voting Baha'l. either attended the 
election or voted by rna il, while a bout 44% did not vote. 
A year ago the same check gives us about 55% voting 
and 45% taking no part. Now comparing the figure on 
attendance (excluding those who voted by mail) we find 
that about 26% of the voters attended State Conventions 
in .January, 1951, and over 33% attended in December, 
1951. 

This percentage is not entirely accounted for by rea· 
sons of· illness, travel, Wlavoidable duty. age, etc. It 
shows that the creative character of the State Con
vention as described by the Guardian has not been 
impressed upon the entire Baha'i Community. If the 
Convention were merely a mechanism to count ballots, 
a mailed ballot would be as good as one cast in per
SOD.· The Convention is not merely a device for voting
it is an annua] meeting of Baha'is who live in one 
State or Electoral District and whose teaching and 
other localized interests are therefore mutual. The Con· 
vention is to evoke latent capacity, create fellowship. 
and kindle "acceptance" of the Message into the flame 
of zealous service. 

Since fundamental Baha'i values are most effectively 
inculcated by example, each devoted Baha'i can ac· 
complish much by using every opportunity to emphasize 
the importance of these annual gatherings, 

These excerpts from the reports illustrate responses 
made to the Guardian's cabled appeal for support of 
the Resolve plan sustaining Shrine and Temple Land· 
scaping Funds. 

"All attending this Convention have pledged to renew 
efforts and make new resolves." 

"Each person pledged to more sacrifice." 
"Many took. Resolve forms with them and it was the 

hope of the Convt::ntion the response would be 'befitting' 
the Guardian's plea." 

"Special message sent to the N .S.A. pledging 100% 
support. t, 

"The State Convention, in response to the cable of 
the beloved Guardian, resolves to make a greater sacri· 
fice during the remainder of the austerity period." 

"Letter sent directly to the Guardian from the Con· 
vention.)? 

"Cable sent directly to the Guardian pledging co· 
operation. " 

Many Conventions forwarded col1ective contributions 
to the National Treasurer, 

The change of date back to December, adopted be· 
cause of unfavorable weather conditions in January and 
February t was favored by a few Conventions and not 
dissapproved hy any. 

To illustrate trends in consultation about the Faith 
in general, a few recommendations are cited:-

"That we request the N.S,A. to include in Bahd~i 
News each month short paragraphs . ' , . pointing 
out ways of eliminating prejudices of all kinds .. , . " 

HThat a brief, compact succession of Institutes of 
authenticated teaching material, for short~term presen-
tation . . . . be developed " 

"That the National Assembly submit to the National 
Convention for discussion the subject of coordinating 
plans for teaching applicable to the various sections 
of the United States and various conditions existing, 

such as coordinating the teaching by individuals, fire· 
sides and classes with each other." 

"That the N.S.A. prepare a statement to the press 
to be used as needed, affirming the Baha'i belief in 
Christ. to overcome the existing criticism causing local 
obstacles in teaching." 

"That a four·page inexpensive folder be published 
monthly containing one or more articles by Baha'i writ
ers, keyed to current events and suitable for wide 
distribution. . . . .. 

"That the N,S.A. send out resolves (resolve forms) 
with the dramatic story of the Bab, the historic ex· 
perience of the remains of the Bab, the story from the 
time He was martyred up to the present day, to bring 
home to all the friends the supreme importance of 
assuming our share of financial responsibility for the 
Shrine of the Bab. t t 

"That the N,S.A. obtain a more specific compilation 
of the basic obligatory duties of individual Baha'is and 
communities for distribution to Baha'i communities, and 
particularly to new believers." 

When all the recommendations are presented, each 
accompanied by the action taken by the N.S.A., the 
friends will realize more clearly how the State Con~ 
ventions serve to focus the attention and release un
tapped energies of the Baha'i Community. 

--NATIONAL SPIRlTL'AL ASSE::.\oIBLY 

Observance of Feast Date Calendar 
The National Assembly issues again the words of the 

Guardian which were published in Baha/i News for :De
cember, 1948, in answer to" the question whether the 
date of observance of the Nineteen Day Feast can be 
changed when it coincides with a date assigned to a 
publicly.advertised Baha'i lecture. 

The Guardian wrote, through his secretary: "This is 
really a matter of secondary importance, and should 
be decided by the Assembly. Meetings which have been 
publicly advertised for a certain date cannot obviously 
be cancelled." 

Temple Landscaping 
The friends are informed that the Temple Trustees 

have adopted a design for landscaping the Temple 
grounds submitted by Mr. Hilbert Dahl. Actual work on 
the grounds is to begin in the early spring. 

An illustration of the design, approved by the 
Guardian, will appear in Bahci.1i News for March, to-
gether with a description of the design and a statement 
explaining this notable Baha'i project. 

The Louhelen Story 
Beloved Friends: 

·-NATIONAL SPlRITU."'-L ASSFl\'[Bt,Y 

The same zeal that attended the reopening of the 
Summer Schools in every section of the country was 
evidence4 at Louhelen where one of the most successful 
and fruitful seasons in its history was achieved in the 
summer of 195!. 

The school season, which commenced on July 1 and 
ended on September 3, displayed an interesting and 
varied program, for believers and friends of every age 
group. Beginning with two consecutive junior youth ses· 
sions and ending with a two·day Homecoming Session t 

the school season enjoyed the enrollment of 360 persons 
in the various age groups. 

Excellent publicity for the" school was obtained 
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throughout the season in Detroit, Flint, and other Michi· 
gan publications, and weekly radio announcements were 
made on several Flint stations. Over $600 worth of 
Baha'i literature was sold during the season, resulting 
from the varied and interesting classes: that were given. 

The Baha'i communities in the area of the school 
cooperated by serving as h9sts for the Sunday public 
meetings. followed by a tea. A new understanding and 
appreciation of the Baha'i summer schools were en· 
gendered in the friends,. and a deeper spirit of unity 
and fellowship was fostered. 

The school committee are to be commended for the 
great care exercised in the expenditure of funds, with 
the following financial result: 

Receipts during the 1951 School Season ...... $3,922.72 
Expenditures during the same period ........ 3,241.19 

Excess of Receipts over Expenditures 

Capital Expenditures ....................... . 
Advances by National Spiritual Assembly 

681.53 

708.85 
708.85 

Insurance (Average per year) ........ . .. $ 650.00 
Real Estate Taxes (Exemption) .............. None. 
Louhelen, aloQ!( with the other Summer Schools, will 

continue to play an important part in training Baha'is 
for the ever exp anding opportunities to serve our be· 
loved Faith in the far·flung areas of the Divine Plan. 

-N .. \TIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSE'~fBLY 

Report to the Friends 
A four-day meeting was held by the N.S.A. begin

ning November 22, 1951. The consultation, recordings 
and actions are preserved in sixty-one pages of Min· 
utes, plus four annexes. The actions carried the number 
of votes recorded since Convention from 1015 to 1239. 

Two conferences were held: with Mr. ,John Robarts, 
Chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of Canada, 
and with the Temple Program Committee. 

The only message received from the Guardian for 
presentation at this meeting was his cable assuring 
the Collisons of hi s delight at their offer to pioneer 
in Mrica and his fervent, loving prayers. 

The Memorial gathering arranged in honor of Mr. 
Louis G. Gregory was held Saturday evening, November 
24, in Temple Foundation Hall, in place of the custom· 
ary N .S.A. session. This gathering has been reported 
for the-friends in Baha~i News. 

Much time was devoted to consider a !ion of a de· 
tailed report setting forth a long~range view of the 
publishing activity, with an analysis of the various 
pamphlets written or compiled by believers, and rec
ommendations on continuance or discontinuance of these 
items. The aim here is to prepare for the far different 
conditions which will prevail when the public interest in 
the Faith has been completely aroused. 

Action was taken on the need for facililies and per
sonn~l to extend Baha'i hospitality to distinguished visi· 
tors and to believers who come from distant places to 
visit the Temple. A Reception Committee was appointed 
which will serve more particularly at times when the 
regular Temple guiding service is not available. 

In the international field, observers were appointed 
to attend the United Nations Conference to be held 

. at Lawrence, Kansas. The Africa Teaching Committee 
reported that Mrs. Ethel Stephens has arrived in the 
Gold Coast, that Mr. William Foster is preparing for 
settlement in Liberia, and that Mr. and Mrs. Rex Col· 
lison are planning on settlement in Uganda. 

It is a pleasure to note that a German educator 
who came to the l:1nited States under the Government's 
Exchange of Persons Program, had notified the Wom· 
en's Bureau of the Labor Department that she is in· 
terested in the Baha'I Faith and wishes to meet Baha'is 
in the Chicago area. As a result, special hospitality 
was extended to this educator and an associate also 
from Germany, both in Chicago and Wilmette, and 
they were conducted through the Temple. 

The European Teaching Committee reported on its 
Conference and Summer School in Scheveningen, Neth~ 
erlands, which werl? a heartening success. The Guar· 
dian's gre at mess age to the Conference, and the re
ports, have appeared in Bahd.'i News. 

In order to contribute information and assistance to 
the new Latin American Assemblies, the N.S.A. de
cided to prepare a series of monthly bulletins contain· 
ing excerpts from Baha'i writings on important sub· 
jects, and also to send a representative twice a year 
to meet with the N.S.A.'s of South and Central America. 

Progress reports from the Area National Teaching 
Committees, summarizing regional activities and work 
done with small communities and groups, receive ur· 
gent attention at each meeting. The preservation of 
Assembly status, and the preparation of groups for 
election of a Spiritual Assembly, are the basic respcin~ 
sibilities of every national Baha'i Community. 

The N.S.A. expressed its grateful appreciation to the 
School Committees which carried out the programs dur· 
ing 1951, and to the Public Relations Committee for 
preparing and distributing the kit for World Religion 
Day. 

The Questionnaire Committee is preparing a new card. 
based on the pamphlet "World Order Through World 
Faith." 

The Library Committee has prepared a review of the 
Esslemont book for use by believers when presenting 
a copy of the book to a Library. 

Action was taken to prepare an Agenda for the 1952 
Convention, incorporating suggestions received from 
delegates. 

Twenty·seven local AssembJies submitted annual re
ports for last year. These have been studied and di
gested. 

Nine local Assembly matters were brought up for 
consultation and action, and thirteen items of corres· 
pondence with individual Baha'is. 

-NATlON!lL SPIRITUAL AS5F.),'1BLY 

Photographs of Temple Interior 
Four photographs of the Temple interior are now 

available: view of main auditorium, view of alcove, 
view of one section of second gallery and dome~ view 
of entire dome. 

The prints are glossies, suitable for newspaper re· 
production or use in programs 'and announcements and 
are obtainable from the Baha'i Sales Committee at SOc 
each or all four for $1.50, postpaid. 

Addres s order to H. E. Walrath, 4639 Beacon St., 
Chicago 40, illinois. 
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International News 

Baba'is of San Juan. Puerto Rico, and. Ib;eir friends at tbe cele
bratioD 0' the birth of Balli'g'nah. Nov. U, 1951. 

The Central American Area 
From the N.S.A. of Centrat America has come the 

following letter: 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Central America 

had the great privilege and pleasure of being able to 
gather together in Panama for a special meeting on the 
occasion of Horace Holley's visit to Latin America to 
consult with the two new National Assemblies formed 
last April. Once again we received. inestimable benefits 
from our big sister Assembly of the United States in 
the person of Mr. Holley, whom we literally deluged 
with questions. It was a wonderful experience I for we 
were able to deepen _our knowledge out of the boundless 
re servoir of experience of the North Americ an Assem
bly, and we had been in office long enough to have 
formulated a very concrete list of points for the agenda, 

All plans have noW been made for presentation of 
the cuurse on consolidation in the countries of the 
Greater Antilles. Beginning January 15, Mrs. Raquel 
F. de Constante, as representative of the National As
sembly, will teach the course in Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, and Puerto Rico. Following that. another 
re-presentative will pte sent it in Jamaica and Haiti. 

In addition to Karbila, which is destined for a Summer 
School in Honduras, we now have "Ridvim Between Two 
Rivers?> in San Jose, Costa Rica, a lovely verdant 
terrain acquired by Artemus Lamb for a future Sum
mer School. The Baha'is of San Jose inaugurated it 
with a picnic and open-air meeting under the taU shady 
trees, their voices blending with the music of two 
bubbling brooks and the splashing of a small waterfall. 

Costa Rica, at the moment, seems to be the country 
most visited by Baha'is from other areas, A young 
man named Alan Pringle, Chairman of the Local As
sembly of Calgary in western Canada, who read one of 
these news columns in the Baha'i News of the United 
States wrote to the National Secretary to inform us 
that he will come to Costa Rica for three or four 
months, and will probably assist the Second Annual 
Convention in San Jose in April. 

And that reminds us that we would like again to 
issue invitations and to keep our North American friends 
informed of possibilities for work in this area, Engi. 

neers, nurses, and perhaps people in many other pro
fessions can obtain work in the Canal Zone, where 
Baha'i teachers are urgently needed. Simply write, if 
you are interested, to Panama Canal, Washington Of
fice, Washington, D,C, Then advise the National As
sembly of Central America, cIa Miss Elena Maria Mar
sella, Apartado No, 513, Panama, Rep. de Panama, 

Our Indian Committee is getting itself established, 
making a study of the various Indian tribes, their 
languages, customs and geographical locations, and 
wishes any Baha'i who may be interested in teaching 
them or settling among them to communicate with this 
National Assembly at the address given above. 

Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand 
We read in our Teachings that "even the movement 

about from place to place has its effect", and this is 
amply proved in the active work going forward in 
Australia and the nearby islands. as reported by the 
National Spiritual Assembly there: 

In Tasmania, Hobart Assembly members are busy 
preparing for World Religion Day, Jan. 20, 1952, and are 
delighted because Stanley P. Bolton, Jr., will fly from 
N.S. Wales to the "Apple Isle" to be Baha'i guest 
speaker on -the program. 

"Glowing reports following the recent visit of Mr. 
S. W. Bolton to South Australia and Victoria, where the 
Mount Carmel films were shown. continue to flow in. 

I'Miss V. Hoehnke, pioneer at Ballarat, Victorian goal 
town, reports that during Mr. Bolton's short visit, a 
recorded interview and several meetings were arranged. 
She adds:-'-'We both felt that a big percentage of the 
population at Ballarat had the opportunity of hearing 
of the Faith through this week·end. At a party on the 
Friday evening when the broadcast was on, several 
Pakistani boys, who are in the air-force here. heard 
the word "Baha'i" for the first time.' " 

"An S.O.S. telephone call to Haziratu'l Quds from 
far-away Lismore, told of a well-advertised meeting 
and a missing guest speaker. A hasty re-arrangement 
of her week-end schedule, a big scramble to overtake 
time. and a long train journey on the part of Mrs, 
D. Dive, Sydney, enabled the friends to keep faith with 
the people of Lismore, Mrs, Dive has also recently 
paid two visits to Wagga, another N.S. Wales ggal-town. 

"Two Baha'i youth, one under voting age. have re
cently become settlers in the goal town of Leeton, N .S. 
Wales. Margaret Mason writes:-'We've had a nice 
reception in the town and have made many new friends, 
mainly of course through Noel's music. A new mu· 
sician in town is always welcome. He's had a-"couple 
of writeups in the local newspaper which were very 
nice, It's wonderful publicity to get his name before 
the public.' 

"Mrs. H. Thomas, Adelaide, recently carried out 
teaching work in Perth, Western Australia. The ar
rangements included a number of well-received address
es before various organizations and a particularly suc
cessful broadcast over the national station." 

In Wellington, New Zealand, is Mrs. Else Norden 
Waldman, a U,S, Baha'i who recently went there to 
live and to pursue her present career of nursing. Her 
work in former years was among priceless Persian 
and Chinese art treasures in a U.S. museum; then, 
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desiring to do something of more value to the present 
and future, she decided to become a nurse. She trained 
at the famous Henry Street Settlement in New York City. 
served during three polio epidemics in San Francisco, 
did industrial nursing at the atomic energy plant centre 
in Los Alamos, New Mexico, and now is evening su. 
pervisor at the Wellington Public Hospital. She reports 
a most interesting time spent in her work, and in 
giving the Message through public speaking and the 
radio. A long article in the "Dominion" newspaper of 
Wellington? reviews a talk describing her work in vari
ous places, and includes a "note about the World Faith 
of Baha'u'llah. 

Indonesia 
From British Borneo has come an enthusiastic pio

neering account from another member of the very ac
tive Fozdar family. Jimmy Fozdar, who will be re
membered by those attending the 1948 Convention in 
Wilmette, has established himself, with his wife and 
small son, in Kuching, Sarawak, on the third largest 
island in the world. Jimmy's pioneering journey to 
Borneo was confirmed by the Guardian in a letter 
which. as the young man says, "alone was the remover 
of all obstacles." He found employment with an im· 
port·export firm, and living quarters with another fam
ily. Continuing in his own words: "There are, I believe, 
degrees of thrills and contentment, and the greatest 
degree is realized when one is of the knowledge of 
working for Him, having Him to guide us, and making 
us His co~workers.'~ 

Kuching, with a population of 40,000, is the capital 
and largest city of the largest state in British Borneo. 
Tbe inhabitants may be classified in general as 1) 
Chinese shopkeepers, with no fixed religion; 2) the Ma
lays, who are Moslems in a loose sort of way; 3) the 
Dayaks, or aborigenes; and 4) the Britisht the smallest 
and the ruling group. Jimmy has toured Sarawak and 
talked to people in many places. In Kuching a sign 
is already up: "Bahil!i Center and Library"-the latter 
being the contribution of Washington friends. 

While in Singapore, enroute to Borneo, Jimmy met 
the U.S. Vice-Consul, who had been told of the Cause 
by Mr. William Lim. The latter had got his M.S. at 
Northwestern in economics, had attended Hahll'! classes 
at the Temple, and knew Paul Haney. Jimmy left these 
and other contacts in charge of the other Fozdars, 
now located in Singapore. 

BalIi'is 01 San Jose, Costa ruea~ and their friends 011 the prop
erty of Ar1emus Lamb, on the day he dedicated it. to the 
Cause and named It uRidrio eotre Dos Rios (RJdviD. between 

- Two Rivers). 

BaJu/i Youth Sammer Week, 1951 .t Dihberc'. Oermaay. 

German Baba'i Youth 
"Alive and awake It is the impression we gain of the 

spirit of the German Baha'i Youth, reflected in the 
"Baha'i Youth Letter". It appears every two or three 
months, and is published in handy small magazine 
format, each issue having a different-colored cover 
bearing the globe, with Europe, the World Center region, 
and Africa swinging to the fore, and the text proper of 
the articles illustrated with delicate pen and ink 
sketches. 

The December 1951 issue contains an excellent trans
lation of Amelia Collins' essay on the historical im
portance of youth in the Faith (which first came out in 
the U.S. Youth Bulletin). It also features brief and 
telling quotations from the Writings, and warm accounts 
of the youth ideal and work, including an appreciative 
"diary" of a delegate to the European Teaching Sum
mer School at Scheveningen, Holland, the whole giving 
evidence of philosophical and spiritual understanding. 

An autumn Youth teaching gathering was held at 
Maulbronn, and a Youth Week was observed at Ploch
ingen-on-the-Neckar in October, with nine other youth 
organizations of the region taking part in it in con
junction with the Baha'i youth. At a special evening 
meeting, the various youth groups in 10 minute talks 
gave public expression to their goals and methods of 
work. The week's program, which brought all the youth 
of the city nearer together was well received by both 
townspeople and the civil authorities, and many be
came acquainted with the Baha'i Message. A winter 
youth week was being projected for December 26 to 
January 2, to take place in the beautiful Black ForesL 
Quoting from the anticipatory note: 

"We shall not go there only for the skiing, not only 
for the friendship and the camaraderie with young 
people: we want also to carryover our experiences into 
the spiritual side of life; we want to learn to know what 
is the answer of the Baha'i Teachings to the questions 
which we put to them. Thus these days will be days of 
double re-creation: recreation in the fresh air of the 
Black. Forest winter, and re-creation in the new spirit 
of a new Faith." 
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Some members of &be Berlin Bau'j Commamly welcome Mr-.. 
Gusli Perron '" Hollywoed, Calif_a (lower rlpl). 

South America 
The Regional Teaching Committees described in last 

months News have been very active. The Committee 
having its center in Buenos Aires, Argentina, has been 
conducting special classes every Monday. They have 
aroused so much interest that there are now also prep
aration classes for those interested in becoming be
lievers. This R.T.C. is especially active, too, in a plan 
for· gathering in more funds for the continental treas
ury. The RT.C., which has its headquarters at Cordoba, 
is concentrating its efforts on bringing the group at 
Rosario to Assembly status by April 2l. 

Two successful institutes were heid in Ecuador, one 
in QuitOt a city in the high Andes, and another in the 
coastal city of Guayaquil. The instructor writes that 
the most stimulating class of all was the one on 
"Prayer". Now they want another institute in which 
both cities can come together. 

The R. T.e. of Peru has reached one of its goals: 
the Assembly formed last April in the port city of 
Callao, now has 15 members. The chairman of the 
~eruvian R.T.C., whose work as salesman takes him 
to nearby cities, recently invited one of the local in· 
structors to spend his vacation traveling with him. The 
two reported an interesting adventure in pioneering. 
One key person known by them not only offered his 
store for meetings, but went out and invited the public 
to attend. At the meetings one heard the comment: 
UWhy haven't we heard of this before?" The R.T.C. 
is now doing follow-up work. Because Lima and Callao 
are "twin cities" it is easy for them to get together 
for institutes and all Wlited effort is facilitated. 

Bolivia boasts of two capitals~ and -there is a Baha'i 
Assembly in each of them. Sucre, the old historical and 
rather isolated capital, whose Assembly was reinstated 
last April, is now becoming strong. The R. T.C. is plan
ning another Institute for December, and will invite 
the friends in La Paz to Sucre. 

In'the long, narrow strip of land that is Chile, the 
R. T.C. reports two groups, one in Quilpue, and the 
other in Orsorno,. each with 6 or more believers. They 
are praying and working for Assembly status by April 
21. A member of the Santiago Assembly has taken up 
residence in Antofogasta and hopes soon to have another 
active group, 

The southern R. T.e. located in Sao Paulo, Brazil, has 
a very enthusiastic group in Santos, so active, in fact, 
that their splendid efforts are attracting contacts from 
nearby Sao Viciente. Perhaps two new Assemblies will 
be formed this year-Ojala! (May God grant it!) The 
northern region, with headquarters in Bahia, a city of 
history and traditions, and the central regional, located 
in that fairy land city of Rio, write glowing accounts of 
their Institutes. Bahia had opportunities to reach the 
public, and Rio, stimulated by the deepening classes, is 
continuing them every SWlda.y. 

Letter from Tokyo 
In the November Issue of the Baha'i News, we were 

delighted to see the report of the work in Japan as well 
as we always enjoy reading about the activities of the 
Faith all over the world. However, we note that there 
are a few errors and an omission of the name of one 
of the members of the Tokyo LSA. We are wondering 
if an erratum could be printed in the next or future 
issue of the BaM'i News, particularly regarding the 
omission of the name of Mrs. Barbara Dean Davenport. 
The correct list and spelling is as foHows: 

T. R. Imagire, Chairman 
Mr. Goro Horioka, ViceaChairman 
Miss Fusae Ichige. Recording Secretary 
Mr. Naoki Yoshino, Corresponding Secretary 

c/o Yashima Trading Co. 
No.4, l-Chome 
Kyobashi, Chuo-Ku, Tokyo 

Miss Shigeko Nakanishi, Treasurer 
Miss Agnes Alexander 
Mrs. Barbara Davenport 
Mr. Kinya Saito (who replaced Mr. Shozo Kadota) 
Lt. Lane Skelton 
We are happy to report that at the last LSA meeting 

a new member has been accepted to the Faith. . . 
Miss Fusako Nakada. 

National Reference Library 

With best wishes, 
-ROBERT IMAClRE 

The National Reference Library Committee is to com
pile all available material to be used in indexing the 
Baha'i literature. Anyone who has prepared any sort of 
index of any of the literature is requested toi-write 
to Mrs. Marian Lippitt, 1429-B Jackson Street, Charles· 
ton, West Virginia, describing what has been prepared 
and stating whether or not a copy Can be made avail
able to the National Reference Library Committee. 
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American News 

UDited Nations display window in Mlnnea.poIis, on Nicollet 
.-\. veD.1lle and FIItb Street The display remained OD view for 

a week. 

Building Prestige for the Faith 
By Radio 

When the Pennsylvania RTC conducted its two week 
Institute in Philadelphia which was attended by 
63 Baha'is and 43 inquirers, the Baha'is were invited to 
tell about their Faith and the Institute on a televised 
broadcast over station WDEL·TV. Mrs. Marguerite Sears 
was interviewed. 

Alaskan Baha'is presented two programs over An
chorage's station KBYR preceding public meetings. On 
October 1st Bill Hathorn read the script "World Re· 
ligion, the Keystone of Education." On October 22nd, 
Edgar Russell gave a talk based on material sent for 
the program "World Religion, the Essential of World 
Unity." 

The Columbia Broadcasting System had a Baha'i as its 
guest for its nation-wide program, ~!This I Believe." 

Teaddug Cenfe"rence and Institute at Helena, Montana, October 
'7~ 1951. Some of these people came 200 miles to attend the 

Conference. 

The policy of the program does not permit direct ref
erence to anyone denomination, but William Sears used 
several quotations from Baha'u'Uah in stating the nature 
of his faith. The br9adcast was on November 1st. 

William de Forge was guest on the program, "Lunch
eon at Sardi's" on November 9th. Bill Slater, host for 
the broadcast questioned Mr. DeForge repeatedly on 
aspects of the BaM.'1 Faith. The program is heard over 
station WDR in seven states and has a Hooper rating of 
1,750,000 people. 

A popular women's television program in Syracuse 
gave Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Johnson an opportunity to 
explain their Faith as a result of their widl'ly publicized 
first Baha'i wedding in Syracuse. (A total of 82 inches 
of publicity was given their wedding with pictures show
ing the inter-racial character of the believers.) The 
couple used the Life magazine article and recent pictures 
of the interior and exterior of the Temple to explain the
symbology of the Faith and a few of its teachings. 

Baha'i exhibit at the Mineola N. Y. State Fatr, 1951. 

Greenwich'. Sunday School 
This letter from Mrs. David Rube describes the new 

Greenwich, Connecticut, Sunday School. 

"In the early fall our Children's Committee sent a 
story of the opening of our Sunday School to tIie local 
newspaper. We gave the purpose of our Sunday School 
as being that of giving the children an appreciation of 
all religions, and an Wlderstanding that baskally all 
religions are one and the same. We included the name 
and telephone number of the chairman of the Children's 
Committee so that anyone who was interested could 
call. 

"The result was exciting. Four mothers called and 
subsequently' enrolled their children. All of the mothers 
were partners in mixed (religiously) marriages, and 
therefore were seeking a solution to the problem of 
what faith to offer their children. 

"Now we have a total of 22 children enrolled in our 
three classes. (Only four of these come from Bahil'i 
homes.) On Sunday mornings at 11:00 we meet at the 
YMCA here where three spacious rooms are made avail
able to us. The mothers and fathers who bring the 
children stay for a Baha'i discussion group, These 
parents help in various ways with the activities of the 
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Sunday School, and they contribute their ideas and 
suggestions for its improvcme~t. 

"Almost all of the parents are attending our public 
meetings and our weekly follow-up meetings, and have 
brought others with them. 

"The Sunday School is a most challenging project. 
We str·ive for variety in our programs 50 as to keep 
the interest of both children and their parents. We 
celebrate the Birthdays of the Bab and Baha'u'llah. 
Once a month, approximately we have movies for the 
children. Songs are an important feature of the opening 
exercise; very simple refreshments are served at the 
closing. 

"Our LSA feels that in many ways this is our most 
valuable teaching project, and we believe that other 
communities may wish to try a similar plan." 

U. N. Regional Conference in Paris 
Fourteen Baha'is from 11 countries attended the Re

gional Conference of Non·Governmental Organizations 
called by the Department of Public Information of the 
United Nations Organization. and held in Paris, France, 
beginning Oct. 29, 1951. The Baha'i delegation was 
the largest at the Conference; one organization had 
ten delegates, the others not more than five, and many 
had only one. Mme. Dreyfus-Barney of the Paris Baha'i: 
Community attended the Conference as delegate for 
the International Council of Women. 

The Baha'i delegation was highly gratified to report 
that Ugo Giachery was nominated by the Department 
of Public information for Chairman of Committee IlIon 
"Special Problems of United Nations Information in 
Europe", and was accepted by the delegates without 
dissent. As Chairman of one of the four Committees, he 
became ex officio a member of the Steering Committee 
for the Conferet:lce. As such, he was presented to the 

President of the French Republic, Monsieur Auriol, and 
also attended a luncheon given by the "Circle de l'Amer~ 
icain Latin". This appointment was felt boUt to give 
publicity to the Faith and to enhance its prestige in the 
eyes of the delegates. 

On the evening of October 28 an initial meeting was 
held at the flat of Anita loas (unable to attend the Con
ference as International delegate, owing to her employ~' 
ment), and subsequent brief meetings were held each 
morning for prayers, reports and discussion of matters 
arising during the Conference. A cable was sent to the 
Guardian, and a heartening reply received in a few 
days. 

At the initial meeting the statement from the Ameri. 
can Baha'i News on "Baha'i Relationship to United 
Nations" was read and explamed by Ugo Giachery. 
This .included quotations from letters from the Guardian 
which guided the Baha'i delegates in their attitude 
towards the Conference. It was stressed that the Bahit'i 
delegation should be very careful to avoid all political 
issues. 

The Conference was a large one with about 200 dele· 
gates; moreover most of those present were experienced 
Conference~goers. The opportunities for Baha'i dele. 
gates to contribute were consequently more limited than 
at some Conferences of non-governmental organizations. 
Nevertheless, some contribution was made in each Com. 
mittee, and a number of delegates asked for information 
about the Faith. 

The delegates agreed to try to contact the press 
representatives of their own countries in Paris, but the 
European press showed no great interest in the Con· 
ference, so that there was little opportunity for Baha'i 
publicity. However, an interesting contact was made 
with Mr. A. Lang, ac~redited foreign correspondent for 
20-30 papers in Germany, Switzerland, Austria, and 
other countries, who knew of the Faith through his 

Group of BahlI.'is visiting the Peace Pa.lace at The HagUe, during the Fourth European TeachiDg Conference. They were -PP7 
to ftIld Bahi'j books in the library there. 
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son in Germany. and asked for further information 
about the Faith, 

The Baha'i delegates were very happy to meet each 
other and the Paris friends almost every evening. On 
Sunday? Tuesday, and Friday evenings there were meet~ 
ings at the home of Captain and Mrs, Marengella, At 
the Tuesday meeting George Clark, American pioneer 
to Luxemburg, showed Baha'i films and slides which 
were much appreciated. On Monday, Mme. Dreyfus 
Barney held a meeting at which the Baha!i delegates 
described the work of the Baha'is in propagating United 
Nations Information in their own country, and Mme. 
Dreyfus Barney explained the various relations it is 
possible for an international organization to have with 
the United Nations Organization. Wednesday night there 
was a well-attended public meeting organized by the 
Paris Baha'i Community. 

A letter was written to the Baha'i International Com~ 
munity by the delegates, expressing their gratitude for 
having been appointed representatives to the Conference. 

"Serving in this capacity has been an invaluable ex
perience in international Baha'i co--opera tion and jn rep
resenting the Faith wisely and diplomatically in a large 
gathering 01 people of all kinds, interests, and nationali
ties. We feel enriched by. our service as 'delegates and 
hope to pass on this feeling to our respective com
munities to the benefit of the Cause as a whole." 

United States, Africa 
Committee News 

William Foster, the most recent pioneer to Africa, 
sailed for London on December 22, 1951 en route to 
Liberia. Mr. Foster's plans to meet with the committee 
en route to New York were upset by the terrible weather 
conditions which affected all transportation in the mid
dle west and east that week-end. In London he will 
meet with the British Committee. The British friends 
have met each American pioneer and extended such 
gracious hospitality and aid that the trip via England 
has become one of the real joys of pioneering. 

The committe is now at work on a project which will 
carry two more American Baha'is Mr. and Mrs. Rex 
Collison to Africa, We hope that- the Collisons will be 
leaving in a month or two. On November 9 the Guardian 
cabled the N.S,A, "Assure Collisons delighted, loving 
fervent prayers." 

Very interesting news has come to us from the British 
Committee regarding developements on the Africa Proj
ect. Experiences of the pioneers are revealing the wis
dom of 'Abdutl-Baha's instructions to Fanny Knoblock. 
These have been shared with every pioneer. 'Abdu'l
Baha stressed the principle that a Baha'i is a friend 
of all religions and nations, and that the Baha'i ap
proaches the people of the world with Divine Love 
rather than racial or sectarian love. He futher com
manded the Bahatis not to interfere in political affairs 
or pronounce a word relating to politics, for the Baha'i 
is concerned with affairs which are heavenly and is 
first and foremost a servant to the world of morality. 
It is in this spirit and through obedience to this com
mand that the spiritual victories of the Faith in Africa 
are to be achieved. 

Word. has also reached us that in far away Uganda 
a memorial meeting was held in tribute to much loved 
Louis Gregory, first American Negro Hand of the Cause. 

Twelve native Africans attended this deeply spiritual 
meeting and it proved to be a confirming event for 
two young Africans who shortly thereafter accepted the 
Faith; thus the first historic fruits of the Africa Teach
ing Project were realized. 

The first British pioneer to Africa, Miss Clare Gung, 
has requested the help of the American friends in ob
taining a copy of The Dawn Breakers. Any friend who 
is willing to give Miss Gung this book should com
municate with the committee secretary and the com
mittee will see to it that the book reaches Miss Gung. 

The Committee is disappointed that it has received 
so little results from its appeals to the assemblies and 
youth groups to promote contacts with Mrican students 
in this country. It is hoped that the friends will work 
into their teaching activities special pr'ograms for mak
ing such contacts and teaching the M~ican Students. 

Additional Radio Scripts Now Available 
Script No. 551 - General interview on the Faith and its 

basic teachings. 
Script No. 651 - A talk script, A general script on: What 

is th,e Baha'i Faith? 
Script No, 751- A talk script based upon "The Promised 

Day is Come." 
Script No. 851- An interview. script on the Baha'i House 

of Worship. 
All scripts are fifteen minutes in length. Cost per 

script 25c plus postage. Average postage 9c per script, 
18c airmail. Send stampst coins, or bills-do not send 
money orders or checks. Address request for scripts to: 
William B. Sears, Chairman Baha'i National Radio Com
mittee, Post Office Box 556, West Chester, Pennsylvania. 
(Note new address.) 

Convention Announcements 
Date April 24, 25, 26, 27 

The believers are requested not to bring to the con
vention any non-Baha'ist no matter how close to the 
Faith they may be. Non-Baha'is wiU not be aclmitted 
to the convention sessions, so please do not put your 
friends to the embarrassment of being refused admit
tance. The Feast of Ridvan and the Public Meeting are 
the only occasions when non-Baha'is will be admitted. 
Your compliance with this regulation will be greatly 
appreciated. 
Registration 

The Temple will be open all day Wednesday, the day 
preceding the conventiont from 10:00 A.M., to closing to 
accommodate those who wish to register early. 
Meals 

The Food Committee announces that this year's food 
will be served by the p, C. McCullough Catering Service. 
Breakfast, luncheon and dinner will be served. All items 
will also be priced separately for those who wish. The 
Committee hopes that this service at the Temple will 
be patronizedt for installing adequate handling rep
resents a big task. The food will be of the best quality. 
It will be especially priced for us and will be as low as 
possible. 
Feast of Rigvan 

Will be observed the evening of April 23rd. 
Public Meeting 

To be announced later. 
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Volunteers 
In order to have the convention run smoothly the 

help of many people is needed. If you are interested in 
offering your services, even if only for a few hours, 
please send your offer of help to the Convention Ar
rangements Committee, c/o Mrs. Eleanor Stewart, 121 
Linden Ave., Wilmette, Ill. 
Reservations 

Believers planning to attend the National Convention 
are urged to act promptly on their hotel or room reser
vations. 

Those who wish to stay in private homes are requested 
to write the Housing Committee, 221 Sheridan Road, 
Wilmette, Ill. 

Hotel reservations are to be made by believers direct. 
If you wish a hotel reservation for the con ventian period 
you can make your own arrangement with any of the 
following hotels: 
The· Evanston Hotel, 840 Forest Ave.. Evanston, Ill. 
Rates: Single $4.00 - Twin $7.00. 
The Evanshire Hotel, 860 Hinman Ave., Evanston, Ill. 
Rates: Single $4.50 - Twin $7.00 
The North Shore Hotel, 1611 Chicago Ave., Evanston, III. 
Rates: Single $5.50 - Twin $8.00 
The Georgian Hotel, 422 Davis St., Evanston, III. 
Rates: Single $5.50 - Twin $7.50 

Deposit must accompany Hotel reservations. 

The Louis G. Gregory 
Memorial Service 

On Saturday, November 24, 1951 a national Baha'i 
memorial service was held at the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Wilmette. This service was in tribute to 
Louise G. Gregory, outstanding Baha'i teacher and first 
American Negro Hand of the Cause. Baha'is and non· 
Baha'is came from near and far places to attend this 
historic meeting wbich was an occasion of great in· 
spiration and spiritual re·dedication. 

The memorial service was opened by a reading of 
the Guardian's cable which praised the work, and an· 
nounced the spiritual station of ·'dearly·beloved, noble· 
minded, golden hearted Louis Gregory," whose name 
and life are to be revered by future generations of 
Baha'is. 

The prophetic and thought·provoking words of the 
Guardian were followed by a few introductory remarks 
from Mrs. FraRk. Baker, chairman of the service, who 
spoke of the significance of the memorial, the great 
station Mr. Gregory had achieved, and the beautiful 
pattern of dignity, humility, courage and service his 
life affords Baha'is all over the world. 

The Prayer for the Departed was read by Mrs. Louise 
Gregory, the wife, life-long helper and faithful com
panion of Mr. Gregory. She read the prayer with such 
clear and fervent tones that those who listened were 
reminded of 'Abdu'l·Baha's words that in prayer there 
is a mingling of s ta tions and conditions. 

Two beautiful selections from the Baha'i writings fol· 
lowed this prayer. They were read by Mr. Paul Haney 
and Mr. William Foster. 

The life and work of Louis Gregory were lovingly 
and impressively given by Mr. Harlan Ober and Mrs. 
Joy Earl. Mr. Ober a long-time friend and teaching 
associate of Mr. Gregory related interesting experi
• 

ences from his early life, his stUdent years and his 
early period as a Baha'i. After graduating from Fisk~ 
University in Nashville, Tennessee, Louis Gregory came 
t(J Washington, D.C. and decided upon a legal career. 
While in this city he learned of the Baha'i meetings 
from a southern friend who urged him to attend them 
and to study the Faith "because it was something he 
should know about". From his first contacts with the 
faith Louis Gregory showed a sincere and deep love 
of the teachings. He drank deeply of the Truth, so 
much so that in later years 'Abdu'l-Baha often referred 
to him as a • 'Wooer of Truth." 

Mr. Ober also reviewed the period of Louis Gregory's 
visit with 'Abdu'l-Baha and gave the account of that 
visit which 'Ahdu'I-BaM himself related. He said that 
during his visit Louis Gregory received a new life and 
power and became a new creation. The truth of the 
Master's words was revealed, for when Louis Gregory 
returned to America he had been set aflame with the 
love of the Faith, and became one of its most outstanding 
teachers. He put aside all personal life for the Faith of 
God. He traveled widely and spoke to people of all races 
and backgrounds. They were won by his sincerity, his 
purity of heart and his clear and eloquent presentation -of 
the Teachings. He had the rare faculty not only of at
tracting people to the Faith, but of confirming and 
deepening them in its truths. Mr. Ober recalled 'Abdu'}. 
Baha's classic and compelling tribute to Louis Gregory: 

"He is like pure gold. This is why he is acceptable 
in any market and is current in any country.'? 

Mrs. Joy Earl, devoted friend of the Gregorys' who 
had known Mr. Gregory as teacher, friend, and fatherly 
guide, continued the picture of Mr. Gregory's life. She 
pointed up the great emphasis his Hie gave to human 
unity and the abolition of prejudices. During that won. 
derful visit with 'Abdu'l-Baha, Louis Gregory was given 
a special teaching mission, that of uniting the races. 
In his talks with 'Abdu'I-Baha, he learned that the 
Master's great heart was deeply troubled over Amer. 
ica's susceptibility to the cancerous growth of race 
prejudice. He questioned Louis Gregory on many 
things in America and finally commanded him to be
Come the cause of conciliation, harmony, and love in 
the hearts of the American people. In the execution of 
this mission, Louis Gregory sacrificed personal am. 
bition, comfort, and freedom. He gave up a promising 
legal career which would have meant both recognition 
and security. He gave up personal love- and attained 
a spiritual love. His work, his marriage, his every 
effort became an endeavor to promote the oneness of 
mankind and the aims and principles of the Baha'i 
Faith. In his path of service he encountered many 
trials and sacrifices. The steady burning love for God 
in his heart waS his light for an darkness and his 
shield in meeting difficulties. 

There were many who came to him filled with ran. 
cor. intolerance and selfishness. But with a loving heart 
he drew these things from them and replaced the nega
tive emotions with a dynamic sense of human unity 
which brought them many unforgettable experiences 
in true brotherhood and noble social behavior. Those 
who studied Louis Gregory came to understand that 
his rare teaching results came from his complete re. 
liance upon God, and his utter detachment from all 
else but Him . 
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A closing tribute to Louis Gregory~s work in helping 
to establish the administrative principles of the Faith 
was given by Mrs. Baker. She recalled that Louis Greg
ory was elected to the first National Baha'i Assembly 
in 1922, and that he served 14 terms as a member of 
that body until his retirement in 1946. During this period 
he helped to organize the racial amity work, and to 
take part in the college teaching projects whereby 
Baha'i speakers were sent to numerous white, colored, 
and Indian schools all over the country, He wrote sev
eral teaching pamphlets and through all the "years of 
his life taught the principles of the Faith with motive, 
word, and deed. 

Two further selections from the Baha'i/writings were 
read by Miss Elsie Austin and Mr. Leioy loas at the 
close of the speakers' remarks_ 

The service ended with a reading of the many beau
tiful tributes to Louis Gregory which came by letter 
and by wire from all over the BaM'i World Community. 
There were messages from the British Isles, from In
dia, from Egypt, from Tanganyika. and from Ethiopia. 

Thus Louis Gregory in death. even as in life. ce
mented the hearts of people from all races and back
grounds, and fired those hearts with an inspiration to 
better serve the eause of human unity. 

Note: An article on tile life and services of Louis 
Gregory is now in preparation and will appear as an 
insert in an early issue of Baha'i News. 

In Memoriam 
Death proffereth unto every confident believer the 

cup that is life indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer of gladness. It conferreth the gift of everlasting 
life. 

-BAH.A.'u'uJ.H 
Mrs. Susan S. Parden, New York, N.Y. about Novem

ber 24, 1951 
Mrs. Adelaide Alderson, San Diego, Calif. October 

29, 1951 
Mrs. Blanche Motsehman, Circleville, Ohio November 

9, 1951 
Mrs. Frances Brewer, Lily Dale, New York December 

14, 1950 
Mrs. Carrie P. Sinith, South Gate, Calif. December 

3, 1951 
Mrs. Annie Swenson, Kenosha, Wisconsin December 

10, 1951 
Miss Alice Higginbotham. Boston, Mass. November 

28, 1951 

Mrs. Margaret Loveday. Portsmouth, N.H. November 
29, 1951 

Mr. Robert L. Davis, Highland Park, Mieh. LJecember 
16, 1951 

Mrs. Anna Marsh, Avon, New Jersey, December 4, 
1951 

Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm, North Lovell, Maine December 
20, 1951 

Mr. Alfred H. Uhalt, Jackson, Miss. December 13, 1951 
Mr. J. Thomas Wood, Wilmette, IlL, January 22, 1952 

Marriages 
Baltimore, Maryland. Miss Francesca Kratz to Mr. 

William Burgess (non-Baha'i) October 27, 1951 
Brattleboro, Vt., Mrs. Bobbie Jones to Mr. Lisle Pol

lard (non-Baha'i) November 19, 1951 
Morongo Valley, Calif., Mrs. Anne Gordon to Mr. 

David A. Mitchell (non-Baha'i) December 1, 1951 
Washington, D.C., Miss Rhoda Frances Smith to Mr. 

John Dobbin (non-Baha'i) November 25, 1951 
Forreston, Ill., Miss Gloria Hassenrick to Mr. Chester 

Kirby (non-Baha'i) November 18, 1951. 
nes Moinest Iowa, Mrs. Catherine Whitmore to Mr. 

Verner C. Andreasen (non-Baha'i) November 22, 
1951 

Correction 
(Names and date incorrect in 'November Bahd'i NeUJ~) 
San Francisco, Calif. Miss Theresa Groger to Mr. 

Frank F. Ganong (non-Baha'i) April 6, 1951 

Directory Additions and Charges 
Loeal Spiritual Assem hUes: 

Boise, Id abo 
Miss Elizabeth Adelmann, SeC-yo 
P.O. Box 2224 
Boise, Id aho 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
Mr. Joseph P. Silva, See'y. pro tern 
24 Salter St. 

Anchorage Recording District 
Mrs, Evelyn Huffman, Sec'y. 
Box 847 
Spenard, Alaska 

Regional Teaching Committees: 
Alaska 

Mrs. Evelyn Huffman, See'y. 
Box 847 
Spenard, Alaska. 
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Messages from the Guardian 

Do Great Deeds! 
The Guardian on October 2, 1951, through his secre~ 

tary. wrote the believers who attended the Junior Youth 
Session in July. 

"He urges you to make up your minds to do great, 
great deeds for the Faith; the condition of the world is 
steadily growing worse, and your generation m ust pro~ 
vide the saints, heroes, martyrs and administrators of 
future years. With dedication and will power you can 
rise to grea t heights!" 

Contact African Students and Visitors 
In a letter dated September 28, 1951, Shoghi Effendi, 

through his secretary wrote the Baha'is present at Lou
helen School early in September, 1951. The letter is 
dated September 28. 

"The beloved Guardian was very pleased to see so 
many friends gathered at Louhelen, he was also de
lighted that special attention was given to the question 
of the work in. Mrica, as he attaches very great import
ance to this new field of activity. 

"He hopes that wherever it is possible the believers 
will make every effort to contact African students and 
visitors, and to show them kindness and hospitality. 
'Ibis may not only lead to the conversion of some while Work on the Shrine of the B&b. '1b.e wall of the octaCOilo buU& 
.in America, but will also make friends for the F ai th of stoDeB Imported from Italy, C'oe5 up. 
in Africa." 

"Devoted, Staunch. Promoter of Faith" 
On January 20 the Guardian sent this message con

cerning Mrs. Ruhaniyyih Latimer whose death had been 
reported to him: 

"Saddened (by) loss (of) devoted, staunch promo
ter (01) Faith Ruhaniyyih Latimer; (her) services 
(are) unforgettable. Praying (for) progress (of her) 
soul (in) Kingdom." 

Progress in the World Beyond 
In a letter dated September 6, 1951, written by the 

Guardian through his secretary to Mr. Bert Gottlieb, 
we find this important statement: 

"He feels sure this offering, expended in memory of 
your dear ones, will rejoice their spirits, and aid them 
to progress in the world beyond." 

The Faith Can Be Dramatized 
Two important points are to be borne in mind in con

nection with any dramatization of the Faith, as the 
Guardian, writing through his secretary, pointed out 
to Mr. David Bond in a letter dated August 19, 1951. 

"The Faith can certainly be . dramatized, but two 
things must be remembered: no personal presentation 
of the Bab, Baha'u'llah or the Master, only their Words 
can be used, but no figure must represent Them; great 
dignity must be the keynote," 

Manesmaa pipes placed. prior to erection, wftbin the recenU,. 
cast reinforced cOQcrete work which constitutes the sappol1 

for Ihe super-structnre of the Bib~s SbriDe. 



2 MARCH, 1952 

National Spiritual Assembly 
Preparation for the Holy Year 
Beloved Friends: 

The Guardian's messages announcing his plans for 
the Baha'l Jubilee have been published. They have been 
prayerfully considered by each individual believer and 
discussed at the Nineteen-Day Feast. 

No American believer can fail to realize that these 
plans create a most challenging proclamation of the 
Faith of Baha'u'llab to the entire world. Every portion 
of the Baha'i World Community is caught up and em
ployed to reinforce this momentous affirmation of the 
Mission of Bahil 'u'llilh for the redemption of mankind. 

From the continents of America, Europe, Africa and 
the subcontinent of India, the call of God will resound 
to millions of human beings. Uplifted by that supreme 
Power which sustains all who serve the Manifestation, 
the Baha'is will achieve superhuman results through 
their united effort under the Guardian. 

The first action undertaken by the National Assembly 
was to address a general letter to Area National Teach
ing Committees, Regional Teaching Committees, local 
Spiritual Assemblies and groups to share with them 
the Guardian's urgent emphasis on our unfinished 
tasks, and to appeal for intensive teaching in an effort to 
maintain our Assemblies, restore those which have lost 
Assembly status, and bring groUps to Assembly status. 
There must be a strong and rapidly growing American 
Baha'i Community to furnish the strength and resources 
needed to carry forward the great Plan to its consum
lIla tion in 1963. The committees, Assemblies and groups receiving 
that appeal must lntensify their efforts in measure 
proportioned to the overwhelming importance of the 
goal. 

Further prayerful consideration by the National As
sembly has led to a careful analysis of the new agencies 
needed to prepare for and conduct the Jubilee Cele
brations in all their range. Their membership will be 
announced, but meanwhile their functions are present
ed at this time in order to indicate what momentum is 
already being· developed for a complete expression of 
the collective enthusiasm and understanding of the 
American Baha'i Community. 

A United States Intercontinental Committee is in for
mation, to prepare plans and agenda for the All-Amer
ica Teaching Conference to be held in Wilmette in 
1953; to plan American participation in the other three 
Intercontinental Teaching Conferences; and to caITY 
forward whatever new intercontinental teaching miss
ions are assigned to the American Baha'i Community. 

A Jubilee Committee, to plan arrangements for the 
1953 Jubilee Celebrations:-the public meetings to be 
conducted; responsibility for publicity, both radio and 
press; housing facilities and arrangements for meals; 
and all general physical arrangements for the Cente
nary program. 

A Committee on Dedication of the Temple, to plan and 
conduct the meetings of dedication and the first service 
of public worship in the completed Temple. 

The National Assembly has also reported to the Guar
dian plans for intensifying the teaching work of the 
Cause in the United States. These plans as and 
when approved will be reported in detail. 

It is evident that the Guardian is aware of the re]ease 
of spiritual reinforcement which can raise us to the 
new heights of attainment. Our supreme privilege now 
is to pray for worthiness to be used for the Cause of 
God in a time when its glory is to shine upon the world 
like a beacon of eternal guidance and trust. 

The Holy Year is also a challenge to every Baha'i and 
every Baha'i mstitution. 

After the last meeting, the National Assembly cabled 
the Guardian its pJedge of whole hearted participation 
on the part of the American Bahe. 'is. We may well 
ponder his response, in the following cable received 
January 29, 1952: 

HDeeply appreciate Assembly's readiness assume 
preponderating role (in) world wide gigantic tasks 
challenging entire Baha'i world. Praying unprecedented 
blessings.' , 

-NATIONAL SPInlTUAL AssE'MN.Y 

America's Spiritual Primacy 
'Abdu'l-Baha told us that the American continent 

had been singled out, especially favored and equipped 
to play the preponderating part in promoting the Baha'i 
Faith throughout the world. He said: "The continent 
of America is in the eyes of the One True God, the 
land wherein the splendors of His light sh all be re
vealed, where the mysteries of His Faith shall be 
unveiled, where the righteous will abide and the free 
assemble. JJ 

He also expressed the hope that America might be
come the distributing center of spiritual enlightenment. 
He asserted: "America has developed power and ca
pacities greater and more wonderful than other na
tions ... " 

Do we not need then to take time to better under
stand our station, our preponderating influence and 
responsibility in the Baha'i world? Our Guardian has 
spared no time or words in keeping this fact con
stantly before us. The theme of America's spiritual 
primacy runs through his cables, letters and pamph
lets. On one occasion he wrote; I'No effort is too great 
for the community belonging to the continent whose 
rulers Baha'u'llilh addressed in the Most Holy Book, 
whose members were invested with I 'Spiritual Pri
macy" by 'Abdu'l-Baha and named by Him aposfles 
of His Father ... " 

Today America is facing the gravest period in her 
history. But during the dark days of World War n, 
the American Bahaji CommWlity enjoyed greater im
munity from all the horrors of the conflict than any 
of her sister communities throughout the world. During 
that time the American Baha'is moved to triumphs 
that stirred the rest of the Baha'i world. 

To inform us of our world-wide influence, our Guar
dian has unhesitatingly told us that the eyes of our 
sister communities are fixed upon us; their prayers 
a scend in our behalf; their hands are outstretched to 
lend whatever aid lies in their power. Continuing on 
this subject, he wrote that I'the communities of Persia, 
British Isles. Egypt, 'Iraq, India, Syria, Australia and 
New Zealand, marvel at the scale of the prodigious 
labor of the American Baha'i CommtUlity. gratefully 
rejoice at the accumulating evidences of its incom
parable victories and are galvanized into action, in-
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spired to emulate its example. As a result of this in
fluence ninety-five Persian families abandoned their 
homes and went forth to pioneer in the adjoining ter
ritories of Mghanistan, Baluchistan, Sulamaniyyih, 
IJijaz and Bahrein Islands." 

As outer conditions reflect the inner, and material 
conditions reflect the spiritual, the "powers and ca
pacities" of the American people are well expressed 
in their inventive genius, their ability to organize and 
execute colossal undertakings. Nowhere are these ca· 
pacities better demonstrated than in the field of pro
duction. The distressed of the world look to the United 
States to come to their as sistance in the hour of need, 
in famine, catastrophe, and war devastation. This call 
for help and assistance has been generously and freely 
responded to. 

But what has been accomplished 'has simply been 
the relief of suffering, and not the cure. And at this 
point and for this purpose, the American Baha'j Com
munity has its destined opportunity. Baha'u'llBh comes 
with the skill of the Divine Physician, diagnosing the 
causes of the ills of a stricken world, seeking to re
move Once and for all the sources of the many grave 
and chronic diseases which afflict the human race. 
The giving of this fundamental healing is the task of 
the followers of Bahit'u'llllh. For this we have been 
called; for this we have been equipped; for this 
Baha 'u'llah stands ready to bless and assist us. 

All our teaching and all our effort is to create God's 
ark of shelter and safety for the human race. Recently 
the Guardian reminded us again of our primacy: "In 
this supreme, this sacred matter and international 
undertaking in which the followers of Baha'u'llah, in 
all the continents of the globe, are summoned to show 
forth the noblest spirit of sacrifice, the members of 
The American Baha'i community must by virtue of the 
abilities they have already demonstrated and of the 
primacy conferred upon them as the· chosen trustees 
of a Divine Plan, play a preponderating role, and, 
together with their brethren residing in the Cradle of 
their Faith, who are- linked by such unique ties with 
its Herald, set an example of self-abnegation worthy 
to be emulated by their fellow workers in every land." 
In gratitude, let us re-examine our attitude toward 
all our teaching and all our sacrifice. The bounties of 
God will reinforce our daily actions in service to this 
Faith. Thus through action we may become aware of 
our capacities and achieve our destiny in service. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Permission for Pilgrimage 
A message addressed by the Guardian to all N a

tional Spiritual Assemblies informs us that pilgrimages 
to Haifa can now begin, and individual believers de
siring to make the pilgrimage are advised to seek 
permission by cable. 

Speeial Convention Notice 
The believers are informed that the House of Wor

ship will be open throughout the day and evening pre
ceding the National Convention. 

Delegates and visitors are requested to read the 
statement on reservations for convention apperaing on 
page 13 of January Baha'i News, and Convention An
nouncements published elsewhere in the present issue. 

-NA.TlONAL 8PDuTuAL ... t\.sSEMBLY 

Cement. mixing, behind the Shrine of the Bab, in prepBratien 
for ca.sting on the roof the octaK'oD foundations. 

(August, 1951) 

A lake of cement is poured on 1.he Shrine roof wblch wiD fona 
the deck on which the Octagon will rest, 

(August, 1951) 
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Reservations for Annual Convention 
Believers planning to attend the National Convention 

are urged to act promptly on their hotel or room 
reservations. 

Those who wish to stay in private homes are re
quested to write The Housing Committee, 221 Sheridan 
Road. Wilmette. Ill. Prices of rooms in private homes 
are about the same as prices in hotels and with rare 
exception they do not have private baths. Very few 
of the homes renting rooms are close to the Temple. 

Hotel reservations are to be made by believers di
rect. If you wish a hotel reservation for the Conven
tion period Y01:l can make your own arrangement with 
any oi the following hotels: 

The Evanston Hotel, 840 Forest Ave., Evanston, TIL 
Rates: Single $4.00 - Double $6.00 - Twin $7.00. 2 

single rooms sharing bath - $2.75 and $3 each room. 

The Evanshire Hotel, 860 Hinman Ave., Evanston, Ill. 
Rates: Single $4.50 - Double $6.00 - Twin $7.00. 2 twin 

rooms sharing bath - $6.00 each room. 

The North Shore Hotel, 1611 Chicago Ave., Evanston, Ill. 
Rates: Single $5.50 - Double $7.00 - Twin $8.00. 2 

single rooms sharing bath - $3.75 each room. 2 
double rooms sharing bath - $4.50 each room. 

The Georgian Hotel, 422 Davis St., Evanston, Ill. 
Rates: Single $5.50 - Twin $7.50. 

Deposit must accompany Hotel reservations. 
We ask the friends to please make reservations prior 

to arrival at the Convention. 
The Convention will be held April 24, 25, 26, and 27. 

The Ri<;lvan Feast will be held the evening of April 23. 

The Annnal Convention 
(Continued) 

The annual National Baha'i Convention is a basic 
institution of the Baha'; Order. Though its duration is 
brief, the Convention is the sole body qualified to 
elect the members of the National Spiritual Assembly, 
and the sole occasion on which Baha'is can consult to
gether as representatives of the entire national com
munity. 

Its spiritual and historic origins lie in the era of 
'Abdu'l-Baha. Thus, in one of his earliest communi ... 
cations the Guardian said, "It is expressly recorded in 
'Abdu'l-Baha's Writings that the National Assemblies 
must be indirectly elected by the friends; that is, the 
friends in every country must elect a certain number 
of delegates, who in their turn will elect from among 
all the friends in that country the members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly." 

The Convention is composed of the elected delegates 
and the members of the National Spiritual Assembly, 
which provides for joint and mutual discussion. Mem
bers of the National Assembly have freedom of dis
cussion at the Convention, but unless they are also 
elected delegates they cannot vote nor be elected as 
Convention officers. 

To make for orderly proceedings, an Agenda is pre
pared by the National Spiritual Assembly which in
corporates, as far as possible? all recommendations 

received from delegates. The Agenda includes cer
tain fixed items, and in addition provides for con· 
sultation on matters of paramount current interest. 

During Convention sessions the general authority of 
the National Spiritual Assembly continues without in
terruption, but neither the National Assembly nor any 
other Baha'i body can interfere with the freedom of 
the Convention to consult and elect. 

Convention resolutions have the status of recommen
dations submitted for approval by the National As
sembly. 

Continuing the excerpts chosen from the Guardian's 
letters on this subject: 

"Banishing every vestige of secrecy, of undue re
ticence, of dictatorial aloofness, from their midst, they 
should radiantly unfold to the eyes of the delegates, 
by whom they are elected, their plans,. their hopes, 
and their cares. They should familiarize the delegates 
with the various matters that will have to be con
sidered in the current year, and calmly and con· 
scientiously study and weigh the opinions and judg
ments of the delegates. The newly elected National 
Assembly, during the few days when the Convention 
is in session and after the dispersal of the delegates, 
should seek ways and means to cultivate understand
ing, facilitate and maintain the exchange of views, 
deepen confidence and vindicate by every tangible 
evidence their one desire to serve and ad vance the 
common weal." 

"The Guardian wishes the N .S.A. to remind, and 
make it quite clear to, the believers in that land that 
the supreme body in the United States and Canada, 
whose privilege and function is to lay down, amend 
and abrogate the administrative principles of the Faith 
with the approval of the Guardian, is not the Conven
tion, however representative it may be, but the N.S.A. 
On the other hand, it is the sacred obligation and 
the primary function of the National Assembly not to 
restrict under any circumstances the freedom of the 
assembled delegates, whose twofold function is to elect 
their national representatives and to submit to them 
any recommendations they may feel inclined to make. 
The function of the Convention is purely advisory and 
though the advice it gives is not binding in its effect 
on those on whom rest the final decision in purely ad
ministrative matters, yet, the utmost caution and care 
should be exercised lest anything should hamper the 
delegates in the full and free exercise of their function. 
In discharging Ws sacred function no influence what
ever, no pressure from any quarter, even though it be 
from the National Assembly, should under any cir
cumstances affect their views or restrict their free
dom. The delegates must be wholly independent of any 
administrative agency! must approach their task with 
absolute detachment and must concentrate their at
tention on the most important and pressing issues. 

"Non-delegates, however, according to the Guardi
an's considered opinion, should not be given the right 
to intervene directly during the sessions of the Con
vention. Only through an accredited delegate they 
should be given indirectly the chance to voice their 
sentiments and to participate in the deliberations of 
the Convention. Much confusion and complications 
must inevitably result in the days to come, if such 
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i:I. restriction be not imposed on a gathering which is 
primarily intended for the accredited delegates of the 
Babati communities." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Coneerning Baha'i Elections 
This is Ule second in the series of brief statements 

concerning elections which the National Assembly is 
publishing for the information of the new friends. 

When the first ballot results in a tie vote in any 
Baha'i election. another ballot is to be cast, restricted to 
the persons tied in the first vote. If necess ary. succeg· 
sive ballots will be cast, all confined to the two or more 
persons tied. The election is to be completed in the one 
meeting duly called. 

The Guardian has written: ··There is no objection in 
principle to an Assembly being re-elected whether in 
toto or in part, provided the members are considered 
to be well qualified for that post. It is individual merit 
that counts. Novelty, or the mere act of renewal of 
elections, are purely secondary considerations. Changes 
in Assembly membership would be welcome so far as 
they do not prejudice the quality of such membership. 
Once Assembly elections are over, the results should be 
conscientiously and unquestionably accepted by the en
tire body of the believers, not necessa-rily because they 
represent the Voice of Truth, or the Will of Baha'u'llith, 
but for the supreme purpose of maintaining unity and 
harmony in the community." 

Occasionally, especially in the early days, a believer 
preferred for certain reasons not to serve when elect
ed.. To this attitude the Guardian's view has been ex
pressed through his secretary:-

"The Guardian strongly feels that criticism, opposi
tion, or confusion do not provide sufficient groUI~ds for 
either refusal or resignation. Only cases of physlc.al or 
mental incapacity, which by their very nature, are ex
tremely rare, constitute valid reasons for such an act. 
The difficulties and tests involved in the acceptance of 
administrative posts, far from inducing the believers to 
dissociate themselves from the work of the Cause, 
should spur them on to greater exertions and to a more 
active participation in the privileged task of resolving 
the problems that confront the Baha'i Community." 

The very fact that elections are held annually to fill 
the membership of Baha'i administrative bodies indi
cates that Baha'ls have a recurring responsibility to 
prepare themselves, as voters. to recognize merit, that 
is capacity to place the interests of the Faith above 
se'U. friends, class, nation or any other limited group. 

-NATIONAL SPmrru.u. AsSEMBLY 

Na&IoDa\ 1Iahfl'! AdmlDlstralive Headquarlers, 536 SberidaD 
Road. WUmette~ 1IlIDo1s. 

NatIoDal Treas1l.l"er, 11% LiDdeD '&veDue. WUmette, JIUaols. 

Ba.hi.'i Publishing Committee, 11. LIDdeD Aveuue, WUmeUe, 
I11IDoIs. 

BaIIi'i News Editorial OffIce-see DOtice elsewhere In Ods -. 

Report to the Friends 
The meeting held January 4, 5 and 6 devoted itself to 

consideration of the Guardian's momentous announce
men!s of plans for Jubilee Year. It was a meeting un
precedented in character, with all current correspond
ence and reports held in abeyance while the members 
sought to grasp the implications and the definite under
takings encompassed within this world vision. 

With these announcements, the other messages from 
Haifa presented at this meeting have already been pub
lished: the cable reporting further evidences of Cove
nant-breaking, the cable sorrowing for the loss of Roy 
Wilhelm, and the cable stating that restrictions on pil
grimages were gradually being removed. 

Action was taken to list the unoccupied areas of North 
and South America and the islands falling within the 
scope of the All-America Intercontinental Conference 
and report them to the Guardian. 

Passages from the Guardian's letters suitable for 
publication in BaM'! News were chosen. 

An immediate distribution of the Guardian's refer
ences to our unfinished work was arranged, with a cov
ering letter addressed to Area National and Regional 
Teaching Committees, Local Assemhlies and groups, 
appealing for intensified effort to form new local com
munities. Members of the N.S.A. were elected to meet 
personally with the various ANTe's to discuss the 
Guardian's teaching call. 

Cablegram was drafted and sen! to the other Conven
ors of Intercontinental Conferences expressing grati
tude for the privilege of sharing in the opportunity to 
participate in the Jubilee, and pledging wholehearted 
cooperation. Leiters were drafted to the N. S.A. of Can
ada, Central and South America asking advice and 
counsel concerning the Intercontinental Conference to 
be held in Wilmette. 

A means was adopted for making possible a special 
study of the agencies needed to carry out the 
Guardian's call for reinforcement of our teaching work 
in the United States. Means were also adopted for mak
ing an intensive study of the Guardian's messages in 
order to measure our responsibility in taking actions 
to sustain the world plan. 

A committee was appointed to compile the Guardi
an's recent messages outlining the unfoldment of the 
world plan for publication in a pamphlet entitled "World 
Order Unfolds." A free copy is to be given each be
liever. 

Approval was given to a statement for Bah(Pi News 
summarizing the principal points and implications of 
the Guardian's successive Jubilee messages. 

Mr. Leroy loas was appointed !-I.S.A. representatiVE' 
to meet with the N.S.A. of Canada for consultation on 
their teaching plan. 

The Treasurer's Report indicated that from January 
1, 1952 to April 30, 1952 the Resolve Plan needs $132,-
100.00 to be completed, and the National Fund for its 
annual budget needs $71,350.00-a total obligation on 
the American BaM'is of $203,450.00 during this four
month period. 

A preliminary report was made on the Roy Wilhelm 
estate, the principal part of which is to go eventually to 
the Guardian. The value of the estate is not known at 
this time. 
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ActiOD was taken to publish The Baha'i World Volume 
XI, covering the period 1946-1950. 

The Africa Teaching Committee reported that two 
American Negro pioneers are now in Africa: Mrs. 
Ethel Stephens in Accra, Gold Coast and Mr. William 
Foster in Monrovia, Liberia. Two other Americans, 
Mr. and Mrs. Rex Collison, are preparing to depart for 
setUement in Uganda. 

Action was taken to autllorize the International Re
lief Representative, Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, to send re
lief supplies to the widow of a believer formerly active 
in one of the cotintries of Eastern Europe. 

Teaching missions were set up for Fargo and Sioux 
Falls, and also for work with the Indians in Maey, Ne
braska. 

The School Committees were requested to send their 
programs in before the end of February, so they may 
be made available at the Convention. 

A preliminary agenda for the 1952 Convention was 
approved, to be amplified when recommendations are 
received from the delegates. Brief annual reports will 
be distributed to the delegates in advance of the Con
vention dates. A summarized aIll1ual financial report 
will be given out at the Convention. Other Convention 
matters: the Temple Program Committee will conduct 
the Ric;lvim Feast Wednesday evening, April 23; the 
Chicago As sembly will conduct the devotional periods 
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday mornings; the Youth 
Committee will cond uet devotions Sunday morning. 

Arrangements were made for Mrs. Dorothy Baker to 
represent the N.S.A. at the Conventions and School 
sessions in South and Central America. 

A brief preliminary statement about the Temple 
Landscape Plan was approved for BaM'. News. 

To acquire a complete picture of this meeting, the 
friends will have to consider the actions flowing from 
it, some completed and some preliminary, to be com
pleted before Convention. 

-NA'I'1ONAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 

International News 
Latin America 

In December Horace Holley made a flying trip to 
Central and to South America to confer with members 
of the two National Assemblies of Latin America, both 
of which bodies have expressed themselves profoundly 
grateful for this cooperation on the part of the NSA 
of the United States. 
It is summer nDW down under the Southern Cross, 

and the two Interna lional Summer Schools are in ses
sion, one in Chile and one in Argentina. The Chilean 
summer school is situated at Loncoche, in the beautiful 
lake region of central Chile. Its property has been of
fered to the National Spiritual Assembly by the owner, 
Madame Fabienne Guillon, who has also ceded land 
for the construction of a Baha'i House of Worship 
sometime in the future. In Argentina, Mr. and Mrs. 
Salvador Tormo have made a gift of the land at Ezeiza, 
where the International Summer School has been held 
for several years. It was in this lovely spot? now 
very near to one of the largest airports in the southern 
continent, that the first South American post-con-

Interna-Uonal Bah&~f Summer School, Eze1za., argentina. 

vention summer school convened in 1947. Senor Tormo 
suggests that the Baha'is make gifts of books to the 
libraries of the two summer schools, reminding the 
believers that the Guardian looks forward to the day 
when such institutions will be converted into Baha'I 
universities. 

The National Committee of Child Education of South 
America have compiled a mimeographed book of pray
ers, songs, stories and pictures for the kindergarten 
age, and have also prepared an illustrated, printed 
pamphlet for older children, called "The Coming of 
the Messengers of God. 17 Letters are being sent out 
to parents in Baha'i communities, suggesting how to 
train children in the Baha'i attitudes, as well as em
phasizing the influence of the parents themselves as 
examples within the family clrcle. Tbe parents are 
encouraged to write to the Committee and consult 
with them. 

Canada 
Part of the Divine Plan for Canada is the promulga

tion of the Faith among the Eskimos. Through his 
Secretary the Guardian writes to the NSA of Canada: 

"The departure of Mr. Bond for the Arctic made 
the Guardian very happy; this, as well as the sailing 
of Mr. Bischoff for Greenland marks the opening stage 
of the campaign to carry the Faith to the Eskimos, 
a plan set forth by 'Abdu'I-Baha and very dear to 
His heart." 

Follows the thrilliog and i oyous report written by 
Jameson Bond in the first Baha'i flight over the Cana
dian Arctic: 

This report was written from an aircraft flying over 
Melville Peninsula in the Canadian Arctic, District of 
Franklin. (67 N. Lat. 82 W. Long.) 

This day 'Abdu'I-BaM has been pleased to make it 
possible for this servant to travel above part. of the 
District of Franklin, and while flying over these re
gions to supplicate the Beloved of the world and to 
raise the cry of "ya·Baha'u'l-Abha" for the first time 
in this section of the Canadian Arctic. 

SymbolicallY enough, this servant was able to ar
range for his Eskimo friend t Harry Gibbons, to join 
in this trip. 

We left Coral Harbour in glorious sunshine at 7:00 
a.m.) cut across to Seahorse Point then over to Not4 
tingham Island whe.l'e the cry of uya·Bahatu'I-Abh3." 
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was raised and similarly over Salisbury Island. These 
two islands are part of the District of Franklin. Then 
over Foxe Peninsula (part of Baffin Land) where the 
long healing prayer of Bahit'u'UMt invoking a large 
number of the names and attributes of God was re
cited. Then out over Foxe Basin into virtually un
charted territory-we crossed the Arctic Circle and 
then passed over Prince Charles Island (undiscovered 
as late as 1948) where the cry of "Ya-Baha'u'l-Ahha" 
was again offered. Fog and clouds intervened with 
navigation, which threw us off course so the captain 
turned due West and presently we hit land at an un
known point somewhere in the vicinity of Parry Bay 
on Melville Peninsula. And while flying over this re
gion the Tablet of AIpnad was offered to the All-Highest 
One. 
NOTE: For food and drink while flying over this 
territory we had fish from New Brunswick, bully beef 
from Uruguay, biscuits from Winnipeg, jam from 
British Columbia, apple juice from Ontario, orange 
juice from California, tea from the Far East, pine
apple juice from Australia. When in the history of 
man were there such evidences of a time of univer
sality. How could the principles of interdependence 
and unity better be illustrated on the economic level. 
What greater tangible proof could we ask for of the 
all-encompassing power released by Baha'u'IlMt 
throughout the entire planet. 

Then down the East coast to Southampton Island 
and West into Coral Harbour. 

For the indescribable bounties of this day, Praise 
be to God, for He is God! All are His servants and 
all abide by His biddiog. 

Among the 30 people who attended the Canadian 
Winter School at the Baha'i Farm at Beaulac, Quebec, 
from December 26 to January 1, nine were from the 
United states, and of these four were Baha'is. Nearly 
half of the total attendance at the school was noo
Bahit'l, but the sincerity and genuine companionship 
shown by the Baha'i hosts made a deep impression on 
these guests, and all said they would return. 

A class on "Some Answered Questions" led by Klaus 
Liedtke, a German Baha'I youth now living in Mon
treal, and a· course about current events in the light 
of the Baha'i Faith, given by Emeric Sala, were very 
profitable and brought forth enlightening discussions. 

As plenty of snow falls in the Canadian area, most 
of the recreational activity centered about skiing or 
9Ieigh-ridiog. Hikers enjoyed taking long walks in the 
beautiful mountain scenery, and cameras were kept 
busy snapping the lovely views. Evenings were spent 
with talks or general discussions, always ending with 
a social which included all types of dancing and much 
singing. On December 30 the Feast of Honor was cele
brated at the cabin of Rosemary and Emeric Sala 
on the farm grounds. 

The big event of the week was the New Year's Eve 
party, whose spirit has been vividly described in a 
letter by George Galinkin: 

"It lasted till 11:30 when we gathered together to 
give our impressions of Beaulac. It was the general 
opinion that this school was a living example of living 
the Baha'i life: the feeling of fellowship, cooperation, 
love and harmony was felt by everyone. At midnight 
we read a few prayers, then joined hands and sang 

"Auld Lang Syne." When we were finished, the true 
Bahit'l spirit seemed to grasp everyone, and the teelinl 
that swept through the room is beyond my description. 
I can only say that up to this time in my BabA 'j 
life I have never felt anything like it. I don't believ. 
there were many dry eyes. The love that prevailed 
throughout the entire session blossomed forth in tears 
from our hearts. I only hope and pray that this spirit 
may soon cover the world and that all men may 
love one another like brothers." 

German Bahii'i Youth 
From one of the famous beauty spots of Germany, 

comes this report of the annual Winter SchOOl, written 
by Dieter Schubert: 

Located on a 2000·ft. high Black Forest slope, 
the Sohlberg-Haus, well·established Youth Hostel, was 
host to the German Babit'i Youth for their annual winter 
meeting. Skis over their shoulders and knapsacks on 
their backs, some 70 young friends, amongst them 15 
Persians, came up there to spend the week between 
Christmas and New Year in perfect harmony. Prepared 
by the German National Youth Committee was a whole
week program, dealing with the subj ect, "Man and 
the Laws of Creation." 

Supervised by a few young-hearted adults, the youth 
heard some most interesting accounts on the Baha'I 
viewpoint on 

1. The Five Aspects of Spirit, 
2. The Laws of Existence 
3. The Laws of Spiritual Reality 
4. Life according to the Laws, and 
5. The Perils of Modern Civilization. 
~ through the discussions, true sincerity of those as .. 

sembled could be felt to win a more complete insight 
into the manifold problems and realities surrounding 
man's existence. We all are but a tiny spot in the un
limited universe, but yet we are the most important 
one, as God has given man alone, the ability of realizing 
things and forming life accordiog to an own free will. 
This burdens man with an unsurpassed amount of re
sponsibility. But it is his big chance and privilege. Not 

The 8<>hlbera'-Haus, Youth Rostelm U1e Black Fo<eA, _ of 
the Gerntall. Baha'i Yoath WIIIIer IIeIIooL 



8 MARCH,1952 

everywhere this is acknowledged, as the world's situa· 
tion proves clearly, We know, however, that man1s 
present-day misery and his state of agony finally 
will be overcome by the Divine Impetus, given by 
Baha'u'llah. To envisage this and to be certain about 
it is the great mercy-and obligation to us. 

Ira:n 
The following summary of news comes from the 

Persian N.S.A.: 
1. In compliance with the beloved Guardian's in~ 

struction, Mr. Al;lmad Yazdani, former member of the 
Tihrim Assembly, has proceeded to Turkey f()r teach
ing purposes. We are glad to have been able to provide 
him with the necessary means to make his journey 
possible. Reports so far received from Turkey indicate 
that Mr. Yazdani has been interviewed by a number of 
newspaper reporters who made inquiries about the 
Cause and published several articles on the subject in 
certain leading papers such as Watan and Zaman. 

2. For the removal of the ills and wrongs still suffered 
by the Persian friends, the N.S.A. has vigorously pur
sued its former efforts. Only recently a petition was ad
dressed to His Excellency the Prime Minister in this 
connection in which reference was made to the gross 
injustice suffered by the Baha'is from Yazd who are 
still held in jail in Tihran with the remark that recently 
three other believers from the district of Abadih, who 
were falsely accused of being involved in the case, have 
been made to share the grievous fate of their accused 
brethren. 

3. One of the Persian believers who had recently 
journeyed to Europe discovered, through the meeting of 
a friend in Istanbul, that an old manuscript tmder the 
title "Merits of 'Akka and Askelon" listed in a cE:r
tain public library there. Having obtained necessary 
permission from the government authorities the manu
script was photographed and a copy forwarded to Tih
rim. This authentic document, bearing the seal of Sultan 
Mul].ammad, the Conqueror, contains a number of tra
ditions from the Prophet MuI)ammad some of which 
have already been mentioned in Baha'i books. 

1. In spite of difficulties and lack of neces sary facili
tIes the colored film of the Holy Shrines has already 
been shown to the friends in Gilan, Qazvin, I¥ilhan, 
Fars, Nariz districts, where it had proved to be a source 
of joy and gratitude for each Baha'i commtmity. The 
film is now being shown in the Khusistan area. This 
success is mainly due to the splendid efforts of a young 
Baha'i engineer who, acting as opera tor, had to carry 
with him the whole equipment over long, difficult roads. 

5. The Persian friends, prompted by the spirit of love 
and devotion made a magnificent contribution towards 
the Fund for the building of the Shrine of the Bab. Their 
generous eHort received loving appreciation from the 
beloved Guardian. 

6. A national Fund Committee has been recently ap
pointed by the N.S.A. which we hope will help to im
prove the position of the Fund in this country. 

1. So far J ten Persian pioneers have succeeded to go 
to Africa. Among the volunteers are 9 qualified fami
lies comprising of 34 individ].lals who can afford to 
make their own livelihood there independently. 

8. Our East and West Committee has been able to 
contact a number of newspaper reporters and Euro
peans as well as SOme distinguished foreigners now 

resident in Iran, to whom information and literature 
about the Faith has been given. 

9. The Sixth Annual Baha'i Youth Conference was re
cently held in Tihran in which Youth representatives 
from various districts took part. 

Indonesia 
"The World Order of Baha'u'llah" was the title of 

an address delivered by Mr. J. Fozdar at the Kuching 
(Sarawak, North Borneo) Rotary Club on October 17, 
1951, and reproduced in full in The Sarawak Tribune 
of October 19th. This newspaper is the only English 
newspaper in Kuching, the capital of Sarawak. We 
were most happy to note from Mr. Fozdar's letter, 
with which he enclosed the newspaper, that interest 
and progress in attracting souls to the Teachings of 
Bahll'u'lH'h is steadily increasing in North Borneo. 

Australia and New Zealand 
From the secretary of the National Spiritual Assem

bly comes the following report: 
WORLD RELIGION DAY: The first wave of report. 

reaching l;Ia~iratu')-Quds, indicate a growing interest 
in and increased attendance at meetings and other 
gatherings arranged by the Baha'is in the various 
States to celebrate World Religion Day. One of our 
pioneers gave a dinner to which 24 guests, including 
the Mayor and his wife were invited. Advertising and 
press reports have increased this year and time on ra
dio stations was given in Launceston, Hobart, Sydney 
and Canberra. The first Baha'i in Canberra, Australian 
Capital Territory, arranged a public meeting at which 
100 people were present. 

NEW ZEALAND SUMMER SCHOOL: One of the at
tendants reports that the school, Dec. 27, 1951 to Jan. 9, 
1952, held at Camp Wesley, Henderson Valley, was "The 
best ever." The Committee catered for inquirers, be
ginners. and advanced study, and the program shows 
that the well thought out study courses and social events 
were geared to all tastes and ages. 

PERTH WESTERN AUSTRALIA: A sea voyage and 
meal times in her hotel at Perth presented Mrs. Silver 
Jackman of St. Peters, South Australia, with oppor
tunities for giving the Teachings and literature to many 
new contacts and of renewing her association with her 
brother and sister Baha'is in the West~ 

PUBLIC RELATIONS: The popular and therefore 
much-listened-in-to uWeek-end Magazine of the Air" 
session, on the A.B.C. national network, included in its 
program Jan. 1, 1952, a lively five minute talk "Talk on 
World Religion Day," given by the enthusiastic Secre
tary of our Public Relations Committee. The session, 
moreover. was hooked up to the short wave overseas 
program, which covered Indonesia, India, Pakistan and 
Burma and other countries in S.E. Asia. 

GUARDIAN'S MIGHTY SUMMONS: The National 
Teaching Committee has urgently requested all Reg
ional Teaching Committees to arrange conferences with 
Local Assemblies, groups and pioneers, for the purpose 
of discussing the Guardian's latest communication. Nov. 
20t 1951, which summons the Baha'is of Australia and 
New Zealand to arise as we have never before done and 
to take fairly and squarely on our shoulders the re
sponsibilities that are surely ours. The Six Year Plan 
is now entering its final and most critical stage and but 
fifteen months remain in which to complete it. Will 
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"those dear Baha'i brothers and sisters who read these 
words, please pray that spiritual perceptions may deep
-en, sacrifices and activities greatly increase and that 
the Bountiful One, through His Compassion, Mercy, 
Grace and Beneficence, will enable us to fulfill our 
pledge to the Guardian by raising the Banner of 
Baha'u'llah in every goal town by the end of the Baha'i 
Year 109, 

American News 
Unusual Teaching Opportunities 

Some prisoners in the Santa Clara County Prison 
have new hope because of the scientific and spiritual 
help extended to them by Vinson Brown. Los Altos, 
California, Baha'i. Mr. Brown was invited by the Chief 
Probation Officer to attend an Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting at the prison farm. Later he was a:sked to 
conduct a regular weekly class on the formation of 
new habits and attitudes. 

IIOne night in a brief discussion about religion r 
mentioned that I believe all faiths came from the 
same source, and that a Prophet had recently ap
peared to unify all religions. They wan ted to hear 
more. So on Monday, January 14, I gave the Baha'i 
Message to seventeen of them, almost all of whom 
were tremendously interested. They said the Baha'i 
approach was so refreshing after having the various 
preachers and priests come who emphasized the idea 
they we-re all sinners and needed to have their souls 
saved. This Monday I gave them all the Baha', litera
ture I could spare, and there was still further interest 
and enthusiasm shown. Having been hurt by life t they 
are seeking." 

One of the men's wives telephoned her appreciation 
for the help her husband was receiving and accepted 
the invitation to attend World Religion Day. Mr. Brown 
will be glad to give suggestions to any other Baha'i 
who might have a similar opportunity, but he warns 
that the work must be handled carefully. 

Her mother believes that Stacie Dayyan Dobbins 
came into the world teaching the Baha'i Faith. In the 
Army Hospital where the baby was born, a spinal in
jection is given which reduces pain, but leaves the 
mother free to converse. The attending nurse asked 
the baby's religion and was told that the baby would 
have to choose her own religion since she was not 
permitted to belong to the religion of her parents with
out first making her own investigation, Mrs, Dobbins 
was asked her religion, and answered Baha'i. The 
doctor asked to be told about it, and for the next 
twenty·five minutes heard the Baha'i message. 

The next day while making his rounds the doctor 
stopped at Nancy's bedside and turned to the nurse 
and said, "Here's the woman who converted me from 
an atheist to a . . a . ." He stared questioningly at 
Nancy. "What am I?" he asked. They again discussed 
the Faith. He took a copy of BaM'u'll<ih "nd the New 
E,." to study and each day the doctor would discuss 
sections of the book with her. Two weeks later he 
was transferred to North Carolina taking plenty of 
Baha'I Litera lure with him. 

A colorful, lnlormaUve, and. attractive Braille disp1&y pre.
pared by the Baha'i Assembly of Batte, MoataD&,. wb:ich was 
shown ID the window of the Chamber of Commeroe from. 
.January U 10 February Z, 1952. It Incladed. 5 Bahi'i boob ID 
BralIle~ alon.. with various other items related to Ba!li'( 

Service for the BUnd. 

Christian Minister Welcomes 
Baha'i Faith 

"Why We Should Welcome the Baha'i Faith" was 
the title of a talk given at the Milwaukee Babit'l 
Center by Rev. Karl M. Chworowsky, pastor of the 
Fla tbush Unitarian Church in Brooklyn, New York. 
Twenty-<>ne of the more than a hundred persons who 
heard him were not Baha'is. 

The minister discussed the importance of each of 
the twelve Bahit'i Principles, expressed reverence for 
the character of the Baha'i f01Ulders, and comlI}ented 
that Baha'u'Uilh had the humility and submission of 
Mu.l;ammad, the love of Jesus, the sadness of Buddha, 
the purity of Zoroaster, and the justice of Moses. 

He told of the talk 'Abdu'l-Baha gave at the Flat
bush Church and of the tablet which He gave to the 
Sunday School which is still there and which is ex
plained to visitors. 

In closing Rev, Chworowsky said the Baha'is have 
a great mission to fulfill and that his sincere wish 
was "that the Light of Baha, the Glory of God and 
the light of the teaching of 'Abdu'l-Baha may ever 
shine upon you and illumine the world." 

First Baha'i Funeral Service 
in Arlington National Cemetery 

On Thursday, January 10, 1952, the first Baha'i fun
eral service was conducted at the Arlington National 
Cemetery dedicated to members of the armed forces. 

On that day Mr. Paul E. Haney conducted a Baha'i 
service in the chapel and a Bahati committal service 
at the grave, for the late Lt. George R. Parsons, mem
ber of the Washington Baha'i Community. It was at
tended by both Bah,,'is and non-Baha'is, and the fu
neral ranked as a full military service. 

The Baha'i symbol of the Greatest Name will be 
carved on the headstone of the first Baha'l grave in 
the National Cemetery. 
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Toward Unity 
During one of their Feasts, the Chicago Baha'is had 

a consultation on HUnity Among the Believers." Some 
of the suggestions that were made could help to draw 
the friends together in whatever community they re
side. 

1. Telephone each other frequently. 

2. Arrange to meet some of the believers in or near 
your neighborhood and go to the Baha'i meeting to
gether. 

.3. Invite someone to have a bite of supper with you be
fore you go to the Feast or meeting together; 

4. Make it a point to talk to the friends you don't know 
so well at the Feasts or meetings. _ . rather than to those 
you know best. 

5. Introduce yourselves to the new believers; intro
duce the new believers to the other friends; congratu
late them; welcome ihem; make them feel at home, 
loved, wanted. They are the new members of your 
family. 

6. Write short notes of welcome to the new believers; 
telephone them. 

7. Write notes to friends you haven~t seen for several 
weeks; telephone them. 

Book display at Assembly HaJJ, Phoenix, Arizona, arranged In 
connection with the World ReUgion Day pubUc meeting' given 

by tbe Pb_ Assembly. 

Green Acre Baha'i Youth Camp 
Youth Camp at Green Acre win run from June 22 to 

July 6. Mark a large ring around these dates on your 
calendar. Again this year the program will consist of 
study, recreation, and work. You will gain experience 
in community living and group action. Ask any of the 
youth who were there last year, and you will hear 
about the adventures of Youth Camp. The cost will be 
low and transportation will be arranged in car pools, 
wherever possible. For information, write to Mrs. Da
vid S. Ruhe, ~1 Center Drive, Old Greenwich, Conn. 

United States, Africa 
Committee News 

After approximately one and a half years the Africa 
Teaching Project, initiated by the Guardian's stirring 
summons in 1950 to the British and later the American 
Persi~n and Egyptian Communities, has developed 
steadily to the point where it will constitute an im
portant feature of the world embracing Jubilee events 
of the historic Baha'i Holy year of 1953. One of the 
four great International Conferences is to be an All 
Africa Teaching Conference in Kampala, Uganda. This 
conference will draw together the participating as
semblies' representatives, and delegates from the Af
rica Project territories. Plans are now in progress for 
the thrilling event. 

A "round the world" view of the Africa pioneers 
and their wonderful experiences as pioneers in virgin 
territories yields many thrilling and inspiring stories. 

In the Gold Coast our own U. S. Baha'i, Ethel 
Stephens, Who achieved the double victory of being 
the first American Baha'i to reach West Africa and 
the first Baha'i to open the Gold Coast, writes us 
heartwarming letters of her efforts. Met at first with 
hostility as the bearer of a new religion, she has 
through radiance, and a loving portrayal of the Baha'i 
spirit changed many who were at first tmfriencily into 
friends. She has moreover obtained a good teaching 
position. She requests the prayers of the friends that 
the difficulties and barriers she has encountered in her 
desire to teach the Faith may be soon overcome. 

In Mmrovia, Liberia, William Foster the first Amer
ican Negro Baha'i to offer his services as a pioneer 
writes us that he too has by the power and the bless
ings of God obtained a good teaching position. He has 
been permitted to speak openly of the Faith and ac
quaints all who know him with its wonderful teach
ings of hope and spiritual brotherhood for the world. 

In Kampala, Uganda, after three months study and 
discussion of the Faith, two fine young Africans have 
become declared Baha'is) thus yielding the first fruits 
of this historic Campaign. In Kampala, also, the report 
comes that the first public presentation of the Faith in 
our goal cotUltries in Africa occurred on December 1, 

., 1951 when, in an All-African social center. one of the 
African contacts rose during a ·young peoples religious 
conference and gave a twenty minute talk about the 
Baha'i Faith. Three hundred Africans from various 
tribes were present and two distinguished native Kings, 
At the close of his talk questions were asked and great 
interest was shown. All the Kampala Baha'is rise at 
dawn for jOint prayers and readings. 

In Dar-es-salaam, Tanganyika; the group of Baha'is 
conducts teaching classes and firesides. Intelligent, 
constructive and thought-provoking meetings have been 
held at the African social center there, and the Africans 
have evinced great interest in the pamphlets and books 
made available to them. One who had received a book 
wrote ... "if the whole of mankind belonged to this 
wonderful Faith, this world would indeed turn into a 
paradise. U "Dini Baha", Swahili for the BBaM'i Re
ligion" is on the tongues of many Africans in Dar-es
salaam. Community life among the Africans is such 
that anyone hearing news of interest imparts it to 
whomsoever he meets. Thus news travels like wild-
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fire and pamphlets are passed from hand to hand. Ev
ery member of the Dar Baha'i group maintains effec
tive and successful contact with the Africans attending 
their meetings, offering their services to teach the Af
ricans sewing, languages, etc. 

In mountainous Lushoto, where Claire GlUlg 1 the first 
British pioneer to Africa, lives and serves as matron to 
a school, BahA'i teaching presents many difficul
ties. Surrounded by the most primitive natives who are 
impoverished and uneducated, Claire teaches the Faith 
by action and example, rather than by words. She 
teaches them cleanliness, personal hygiene---mending 
and patching their ragged garments·-demonstrating the 
meaning of kindness and interest in one's fellow man. 
Time does not permit us to tell the eloquent stories of 
all the pioneers. Each with dedication and great love is 
serving the Faith and demonstrating its spiritual vic
tories. 

In the past nine months, thirteen pioneers have set
tled in four of the twelve territories assigned by our 
Beloved Guardian to the cooperating National Assem
blies. The two U.S. pioneers increased this number to 
six. Thus work in one hali of the territories assigned 
has now been undertaken. 

As this goes to press a cable has been received an
no\IDcing the declaration of the first Liberian believer, 
first fruits of the teaching of William Foster. 

-UNtrED STATES AnuCA COM~ll'ITEE 

Display showing tbe various jtems included in the World Rell
lion Day kit Issued by tbe Baha'i Public Relations Conuniitee. 

World Religion Day Kits 
About 150 World Rellgion Day Program Kits were 

distributed by Baha'i Public Relations for this year's 
third observance of the annual world-wide event. Each 
kit contained newspaper and radio publicity, advertis
ing copy and display suggestions in one pocket. The 
other pocket contained study references, reading list, 
outline for a public talk, and a complete program for 
local community use. The kit featured an enlarged 
map of the Baha'i World Community, an exhibit of 

publicity, last year's World Religion Day publicity, and 
copies of a Prayer for All Nations. Also included were 
50 copies of a World Religion Day pamphlet, 50 post
cards and a newspaper mat. This month a complete 
report of World Religion Day was sent to the Baha'i 
commWlities. A limited number of copies of this report 
are available and will be sent upon request. The kit 
was self-supporting, 

In Memoriam 
Death proffereth unto every confident believer the 

cup that is life indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer of gladness. It eonferreth the gift of everlast
ing life. 

Mr. Nathan Goldstein, Detroit, Mich. November 21 
1951 ' 

Mrs. Annie Morgan, West Englewood, N. J. Jan
uary 5, 1952 

Mr. George R. Parsons, Washington, D. C. January 
·6,1952 

Mrs. Helen Burnett, Glendale, Ariz. January 2, 1952 
Mr, Bruce Munro, Big Bear Lake, Calif. January 2, 

1952 
Mr. Hamilton Carr, Montclair, N. J. January 14, 1952 
Mr. William E. Gibson, Washington, D. C. January 

18, 1952 
Mrs. Ruby Riedel, Medina, Ohio January 17, 1952 
Mrs. Rouhanieh Latimer, Portland, Ore. January 

17, 1952 
Mrs. George L. Nelson, North Marshfield, Mass. Jan

uary 13, 1952 
Mr. Eugene Arnold, Washington, D. C. January 22, 

1952 

Marriages 
Colorado Springs, Colo" Miss Grace Woodworth to 

Mr. Ernest McCrumb, (non-Baha'i) December 31, 
1951 

Springfield, Ill., Mrs. Frances R. Doht to Mr. Har
mon S. GrosboU, (non-Baha'i) December 30, 1951 

Washington. D. C., Miss Rogelia Hernandez to Mr. 
Andres Lazo, December 31, 1951 

Directory Additions and Changes 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 

Anchorage, Alaska 
Mrs. Dorothy Russell, Sec'y. 
526 I St. 

Battle Creek, Mich 
Mrs. Florence Thorn pson, Sec' y. 
361 N. Kendall St. 

Regional Teaching Committees: 
Northern Florida 

Mr. Hendrik AmmeraalJ Sr., Sec'y. 
Bay-Lea Inn 
Port Richey, Fla. 

Louisiana, Mississippi 
Mrs. Grace Bulboaca, Chm. 

Indiana 
Mrs. Dorothy Hugus, See'y. 
1924 Gilman 
Muncie, Ind. 

Georgia 
Mr. Sidney Trimmier, Chm. 
Mrs. Lillian P. Golden, See'y. 
1723 Kissingbower Rd. 
Augusta, Georgia 
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Phot~aphs of Temple Interior 

As announced in the February issue of Baha'i News~ 
four photographs of the Interior are now available. 

Two of these are sho'WIl here and two more will appear 
in another issue of Baha'i News. 

Obtainable from the Baha'i Sales Committee at SOc 
each or aU four for $1.50, postpaid. 

Address order to H. E. Walrath, 4639 Beacon St. t 
Chicago 40, Illinois. 

Foresborteood view of the dome from oae of the galleries. ThIs 
pioture bas appeared in several magazines of iaational cl.rcula

Uon and. in a nmnber.of newspapers. 

Look.inc across 1h~ floor 01 the compl..eted Temple. The .... 
have not yet heeD lDslalled. 

New Edition of Gleanings 
A new edition of Gleanings from the Writings of 

Bah<l'!t'll<lh has just been published. The book contains 
an Introduction, which not only explains the purpose 
of the compilation, but gives the reader a brief outline 
of the aims and teachings of the Bah"'! World Faith. 

Send your orders to the Bab,,'i Publisbing Commit
tee, 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, nlinois. (Price: 
$2.50 per copy) 

BAHA'I NEWS is publisbed by Ule National Spiritual. Assembly of the Ba..ha'is of the United States. Copies are sent wiUloui 
cbarge to Baha'is Dlroughout the United Siates, and 10 Baha'i administra;tive bodies In other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith informed of interna.t1onal. Dational and local BaJui.'i developments, a.nd serve as an orga.n ror the d.is
tributio-n of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Baha'i CouDcil, aDd the general announcemeIds 
prepared by the American N ati!)nal Spiritual Assembly. 

Reports. pians, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as wen as from national assemblies of other lands. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annua.Uy appointed Editorial Committee. The- Committee for 1951~52: Mrs. Eunice Bra.uJ4 MIss 
Ganeta Busey. Managing EdJtor, Mr. Wm. Kenneth Christian, Miss Mae Graves. Mrs. Doris DoOlley, Mr. Horace HoDey, ChaJrt.. 
man, Miss Flora Emily Hottes, Mrs.. Eleanor Hutchens. Mrs. Ruth Jones. EDITORIAL OFFICE: 5113 West Ebn st., Urbana. 
Dlinois. U.S.A. CHANGE OF ADDRESS should be reported to N"ational Baha'i Administrative Headquarters. 536 Sheridan Road. 
Wilmette, IUinois. 
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Messages from the Guardian 
The Guardian's Triple Announcement 
to the BaIui'i World 

"Occasion approaching celebration ninth Naw-Ruz sec
ond Baha'i century, desire share following triple an
nouncement Baha'i world through National Assemblies 
East (and) West. First: Safe arrival (in) Holy Land (in 
the) course (of the) last six months successive consign
ments (of) stones (for the) remaining facades (of the) 
Octagon (and) Pinnacles, eighteen window frames be
longing (to the) Drum, one hundred tons (of) cement, 
thirty-five tons (of) timber, fifteen tons (of) steel, eight 
wrought iron balustrades, stones (for the) lower section 
(of the) Drum as well as (the) completion (of) construc
tion (of the) Octagon (and the) erection (of) fifteen feet 
Pinnacles constituting, with (the) ornamental b:uus
trades (the) central adornment (of the) Holy Edifice. 
(The) leaded glass required (for) twenty-four windows 
(of the) Octagon (and) eighteen lancet windows (in t!'e) 
Drum, ordered. Investigations initiated (for the) fabnca
tion (of) gilded tiles, (the) final material necessary (for 
the) construction (of the) Sepuicbre. 

Recall (with) feelings (of) humble thankfulness (and) 
intense joy (the) series (of) historic landmarks (in the) 
progress (of the) sacred enterprise, associated, first, 
(with the) formal entombment, Naw-Rliz 1909, sixty lunar 
years after (the) Bab's martyrdom, (of) His dust (in the) 
vault (of the) Shrine; second, (the) laying, forty years 
later, Naw-Ru~ 1949, (of the) first threshold stones (of 
the) Arcade (of the) Sepulcbre; third, (the) completion, 
two years later, Naw-Riiz 1951, (of the) excavation (for) 
eight piers, designed to support (the) Dome, followed 
(by the) placing, (a) year later, (on the) eve (of) ~aw
Rliz 1952, (of the) second crown (of the) sa~e Edifice. 
(The) way (is) now prepared .for (the) ere<lli:~ of (the) 
Drum, including eighteen WIndows symbolizing (the) 
eighteen Leiters of the Living, appointed (the) trans
mitters (of the) dawning Light (by the) Author (of the) 
Babi Dispensation, as well as (the) rearing (of the) 
golden Dome constituting (the) third (and) final unit 
(of the) tripl~ crown destined (to) irradiate its splendor 
(in the) heart (of) God'. Holy Mountain. Moved (to) pay 
warm, loving tribute (to the) Shrine's immortal archi
tect (and) Hand (of the) Cause, Sutherland Maxwell, 
(and the) services (of) Ugo Giachery, UNO Representa
tive (for the) International Baha'i Community, recently 
elevated (to the) rank (of) Hand (of the) Cause, (and) 
newly-appointed member (of the) International Baha'I 
Council, (for) ably discharging manif~ld responsibilities 
connected (with the) mighty undertakmg. 

Second announcement: (The) enlargement (of the) In
ternational Baha'i Council. Present membership now 
comprises: Amatul Baha Riihiyyih, chosen liaison be
tween me (and the) Council. Hands (of the) Cause, 
Mason Remey, Amelia Collins, Ugo Giachery, Leroy 

loas, President, Vice-president, member at large, Seere
tary-General, respectively. Jessie Revell, Ethel Revell, 
Lotfullah Hakim, Treasurer, Western (and) Eastern as
sistant Secretaries. 

Third announcement: Following upon (the) missions 
entrusted (to the) Hands (of the) Cause (in) connecticm 
(with the) establishment (of) ~~iratu'l-Quds (in the) 
Dominion (of) Canada (and) Central Africa, (have) in
structed Ugo Giachery (to) take (in) conjunction (with 
the) European Teaching Committee, immediate steps, 
after (the) conclusion (of his) pilgrimage, aiming (at 
the) formation, ere (the) termination (of) (the) Ameri
can Community's second Seven Year Plan, (of the) first 
National Spiritual Assembly (of the) Baha'Is (of) Italy 
(and) Switzerland. Advise United States National As
sembly arrange, through European Teaching Committee 
(the) eiection (on the) occasion (of) Naw-Riiz 1953 (of) 
nineteen delegates by all local Assemblies already estab
lished (in) both countries. Urge convocation Ri4van same 
year, (in the) city (of) Florence, (on the) occasion (of 
the) festivities (of the) Baha'i Holy Year, (the) first Con
vention ( for the) express purpose (of) electing through 
(the) delegates (the) projected National Assembly. Ap
peal (to the) American Baha'i community, particularly 
(the) Baha'is residing (in) Italy (and) Swi17.erland, (to) 
exert (their) utmost (to) insure (in the) course (of the) 
coming year (the) multiplication of Spiritual Assemblies 
(in) both countries, thereby broadening (the) basis (of 
the) projected pillar (of the) future Universal House (of) 
Justice. Advise European Teaching Committee, upon con
summation (of) the glorious enterprise (to) issue fonnal 
invitation (to) their spiritual offspring, (the) newly
emerged National Assembly, (to) participate, together 
(with its) sister National Assemblies (of the) United 
States, (the) British Isles, (and) Germany, (in the) Inter
continental Conference (in) August (of the) same year (in 
the) capital city (of) Sweden. Anticipate entrusting (to 
the) youngest among (the) twelve National Assemblies 
(of) the Baha'i World (a) specific plan enabling it, (in) 
conjunction (with its) sister National Spiritual Assem
blies (of the) Bah8.'i World (to) promote (in the) course 
(of the) ten years separating (the) second from (the) 
Most Great Jubilee (of the) global crusade designed (to) 
hoist (the) standard (of) Baha'u'llflh (in the) remaining 
states, dependencies (and) islands (of the) whole planet. 
Invite (the) attendants (to the) third Baha'i Interconti
nental Cooference (to) befittingly commemorate ( the) un
dreamt-of climax (of the) brilliant victories won (in the) 
course (of the) second Seven Year Plan, eclipsing (the) 
feats accomplished (in the) Latin American field (in the) 
course (of the) first Seven Year Plan (and) presaging 
(the) tremendous triumph to be won (in the) course (of 
the) third Seven Year Plan (in the) African, Asiatic 
(and) Australian continents. 

With throbbing heart call (to) mind (the) solemn af-
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firmations (and) glowing promises recorded (in the) 

2 

for a Secretary General on the International Council. 
Tablets (of the) Divine Plan envisioning (the) evidences 
(of the) everlasting dominion destined (to) signalize 
(the) inauguration (and) accompany (the) triumphal 
progress ,,~of ,the) mission (of the) vanguard 
(of) Baha u nah s crusaders (and) champion builders 
(of) His world order (in the) European, Asiatic, African 
(an~) Australian continents (and the) islands (of the) 
Pacific Ocean, Advise European Teaching Committee 
(to) cable (the) text (of the) third announcement (to 
U:e) Assemblies (of the) capital cities (of) Italy (and) 
Switzerland and urge on my behalf (the) participa
tion (of t!'e) Swiss believers (in the) first teaching con
ference (ID) Rome (on the) eve (of) Naw-Ruz this year 
(for) consultation (with their Italian collaborators (on 
the) prosecution (of the) soul-uplifting fateful undertak
ing (in the) heart (of the) south (of the) European conti
nent. 

March 8, 1952 

Dear Babe'i Friends: 
Naw-Ruz this year has been spiritually distinguished 

by the Guardian's reference to it as the occasion for 
his sharing a triple announcement with the Bahii'is 
throughout the world. Symbol of the new year, phy
sically as well as religiously, Naw-Ruz may well remind 
us that our Faith is itself continuously new. The power 
of growth and development in the world order, and 
the capacity to spread throughout the world, are his
,torically unprecedented. No believer can arrive at a 
:fixed concept of the Faith to be retained forever as 
bis standard of measure and point of reference, 

The principle of independent investigation of truth 
does not end for us when we enter the Bahii'i com
munity-rather it is consummated in the spontaneity with 
which we can grasp, and live with, new and unexpected 
expressions of the power of the Faith to be fulfilled. 

Religion in the past has been a divine promise, a 
prophetic message, not a kingdom established upon 
earth. As the outcome and consummation of this an
cient process of progressive Revelation, the Faith of 
Bahii'u'lliih astounds us because it cannot be confined 
within the realm of any human definition or social form. 
In the past, men have gradually succeeded in remolding 
their religion, making it conform to their pattern of 
thought, ethics and human relations. Now Revelation 
remolds men, refashions society, and the world is im
potent to stay its course. 

In the first message of the Guardian's cable of March 
8 we learn of the great progress being made in the 
completion of the Shrine of the B .. b-the first world 
project in which all believers are given the ble .. ing 
of participation. The fact that the way is now prepared 
for the raising of the "golden Dome" is a token of 
radiant victory. 

In the second announcement we learn that the Inter
national Council has been enlarged, its present member
ship consistiug of eight Bah .. 'is including RUlliyylli J;g;ta
num. The other members here announced for the first 
time are: Jessie Revell, Ethel Revell, Lotfullah Hakim, 
Ugo Giachery, and Leroy Ioas. In receiving the Guar
dian's appointment to the office of Secretary a-eral 
of the Council, Leroy Ioas has given up his profes
sional work, his home and his many Bahii'i offices here, 
including that of National Treasurer, to fulfill the need 

The third. announcement calls for the form~tion of 
a National Spiritual Assembly by delegates elected by 
th: Bahii'is of Switzerland and Italy in 1953, one more 
eVIdence of the working of the power of the Faith 
and a glorious new feature of our Jubilee celebrations: 

"With throbbing heart," the Guardian cables he 
calls to mind the "solemn affirmations" and "g]o~ing 
promises recorded" in the Tablets of the "Divine Plan." 
May we also establish our lives upon the conviction 
and assurances which God offers His people in His 
Day. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL. Ass!:MBLY 

Guardian Appoints Seven Additional 
Hands of the Cause 

"Announce friends East (and) West, through National 
Assemblies, following nominations raising (the) number 
(of the) p~esent Hands (of the) Cause of God (to) nine
teen. Domlruon Canada (and) United States, Fred Schop
nocher (and) Corinne True, respectively. Cradle (of) 
Faith, Zikrullah Kbadem, Shu'a'ullah Alai. Germany 
Africa. Australia, A.delbert Muhlschlegel, Musa Banani: 
Clara Dunn, regpectively. Members august body invested 
(in) conformity (with) 'Abdu'l-Baha's Testament tw0-
fold sacred function, (the) propagation (and) pre~erva
tion (of the) Faith (of) Baha'u'IlBh, (are) destined (to) 
assume individually (in the) course (of) time (the) di
rection (of) institutions paralleling those revolving 
around (the) Universal House (of) Justice (the) su
preme legislative body (of the) Baha'; world now re
cruited (from) all five continents (of) the gl~be (and) 
representative (of the) three principal world religions 
(of) mankind. Recently urged newly-appointed Hand (of) 
Canada, (on) accaslOn (of his) pilgrimage (to) Holy 
Land, (to) undertake preliminary measures, (in) con
junction (with) Canadian National Assembly (for the) 
establishment (of) national lP~atu'l-Quds similar (to) 
those already founded (in) Teheran, Wilmette, Bag!ldad, 
Sydney, Frankfurt, Cairo· (and) New Delhi. Identical in
structions (were) given appointed Hand (of) Africa (in) 
course (of his) just concluded pilgrimage, (for the) ac
quisition (of) property (in) Kampala (to) 'serve (as) lo
cal :E.la~ratu'l-Quds (to) synchronize (with) formation 
(of) first Assembly (in) heart (of) Africa, (to) be re
garded (as) nucleus (of) national administrative· head
quarters (of) Faith destined (to) arise (on) morrow (of) 
formation (of) National Spiritual Assembly (of) Central 
(and) Eastern Territories (of) African continent." 

(signed) SIIOCIII 
Cable Received Feb. 29, 1952. 

Dear Friends: 
The announcement by Shoghi Effendi that the num

ber of Hands of the Cause has been raised to nineteen 
follows rapidly upon his announcement that twelve 
Hands were appointed. Again we are made conscious of 
the widespread international character of the Bahii'i 
Community when we read the names and the countries 
in which they live:- Canada, Fred SchopnOcher; United 
States, Corinne True; Iran, Ziknillah Khadem and 
Shu'a'ullah Alai; Germany, Adelbert Muhlscblegel; Afri
cat Musa Banani; Australia, Clara Dunn. 

The Guardian defines their function as the propaga
tion and preservation of the Faith of Baha'u'll3h. In the 
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course of time they will assume direction of institu
tions not yet establisbed. 

Significant is his emphasis on their selection from all 
five continents and their emergence from the three prin
cipal world religions. 

To Mr. Schopflocher and to Mr. Banani have been 
assigned definite instructions concerning the I;Ia;iratu'l
Quds of Canada and that of Central and Eastern Africa. 

The Guardian has set new forces into motion and re
newed the established administrative institutions by 
charging them with missions in a world crusade. This 
dynamic outflow of irresistible power reveals to us the 
living heart of faith. We go from faith as truth to faith 
as power. -NATIONAL SPmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

"Appreciate Readiness" Cable 
from the Guardian 

On January 29 the Guardian cabled: "Deeply appreci
ate Assembly's readiness assume preponderating role 
(in) world-wide gigantic tasks challenging entire Bah,,'l 
world. Praying unprecedented blessings." This mes
sage was in reply to a cablegram addressed to Shoghi 
Effendi from the meeting held January 25-27: "Hearts 
united (in) prayerful deliberation (of your) global teach
ing messages. Moved again assure Guardian (of) full 
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acceptance (of) preponderating role. Completely accept One of IL series of 101U" photograpbs .- re_y by !be a.....
any new territorial assignments whenever conferred. clfan, showing the progress 01 tbe WQrk on the ShrIne of the BA.b~ 
First step, United States Intercontinental Teaching Com-
mittee for twofold role planning participation Confer-
ences and carrying forward teaching missions assigned. 
Members thrilled (at) I(lorious opportunitY, will strive 
(to) fulfill trusteeship (of) Divine Plan. Devoted Love." 

Corrections 
The Guardian has requested the National Assembly 

to make corrections in recent cables. 
In the flfth paragraph of cable dated December 24, 

1951, second sentence, "Initial step now taken regard 
preparatory" should read, "Initial step now taken re
garded (as) preparatory". 

In the fifth paragraph of cable dated November 30, 
a word was omitted. The words "to which Baha'is re
siding Persia, Indian subcontinent", etc., should read, 
"to which Baha'is residing (in) America, Persia", etc. 

Will the friends kindiy mark their copies in accord
ance with these two corrections. 

-NATIONAL SPIRl'TUAL AsSEMBLY 

Membership of Ameriean 
Naticmal Teaehing Committee 

In the statement on "National Teaching - Prelude to 
Jubilee," published as an insert in March Bahli'l News, 
the list of members included Mrs. Charles Wolcott, in
stead of Charles Wolcott. For this error sincere regret 
is expressed to the Committee members. 

-NATrONAL SPnmvAL AsSEMBLY 

NaIIoDal _'I Admlnlsln1;lve lIeacJ"""rtera, 536 _ 
Road. WIlmette. IDinoIs. 

NaUoaal T!-easurer t lIZ LiDdeD A venae, W:Ilm.e1te, DllDoJa.. 
Bab6'( PabliahIDI' Committee, 11' LlD4en A:venae, Wilmette. 

IIIIaoIs. 
BaIIA'1 N .... Editorial 0IIIce-see DoUce elsewloere ID _ Work 00 \be SbrIne of !be Bib. ODe of roar phoIograp"-

__ "",eDIIy received rr..m Half&. 
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ODe of a series of four photographs recently received from 
the Guardian sbowlng p~ In Ibe building· 01 Ibe _0 

0I1be Bab. 

World Conditions Offer a 
Supreme Opportunity for Teaching 

Continued disturbing world events are conditioning 
mankind, as nothing else can, for the comforting mes
sage of the Baha', Faith. Some time ago our beloved 
Guardian informed us of the black period of despair 
humanity was facing. He said time would offer the 
Baha'is a supreme opportunity for teaching. That time 
is upon us; let us recall his words: 

"The champion builders of Bahit'u'llah's rising world 
order must scale nobler heights ·of beroism, as human
ity plunges into greater depths of despair, degradation, 
dissension and distress. Let them forge ahead into the 
future serenely confident that the hour of their mighti
est exertions and the supreme opportunity for their 
greatest exploits must coincide with the apocalyptic 
upheaval marking the lowest ebb in mankind's fast de
clining forttmes. " 

(Guardian's Message (11-4-48) News Letter) 
A Dew time is at hand when we may proclaim "with

out fear, without reserve, and without hesitation, and on 
a scale never as yet undertaken the one message that 
can alone extricate humanity from the morass into 
which it is steadily sinking ...... 

Starting with the minimum numbers of believers one 
can quicken in the Faith, which is one person, that 
act alone is most acceptable in the sight of God, carry
ing with it the highest recompense. This truth we learn 
from the following words: 

"In this day, the beloved of God must not hesitate 
Or delay an instant in teaching the Cause of the Mani
festation; and reconciling words of the religion of ma
jestic oneness j because. verily. in this day, to the soul 
who is the cause of guidance to another soul the recom
pense of a martyr in the way of God will be assuredly 
recorded by the pen of the Cause for his deed. This is 

BuildiDK Ibe _e of Ibe Bab. One 01 Ibe 1_ pI1o~ 
receutIy Bent us by _ Guard ...... 

from the bounty of God unto thee. Do according to what 
hast been commanded and do not be of those who tarry." 

/'j'" (B. S. p. 2(4) 
"Whosoever quickens one sQl\l· this Cause is- like 

unto one who quickeneth all th@.. vants and the Lord 
shall bring him forth in the Day of Resurrection into 
the Rillvan of Oneness, adorned with the mantle of Him
self, the Protector, the Mighty, the Generous. Thus 
will ye assist your Lord, and naught else save this shall 
ever be mentioned in this Day before God, your Lord 
and the Lord of your forefathers." 

(Tablet of Branch p. 257, B.S.) 
We may gather from the glorious recompense given 

for the guidance of one soul to the Fountain of Life, 
the inestimable value of this all-important work. Then 
should not the greatest effort be made to guide every 
soul to the Cause of Baha'u'llilh? The day is ours: with 
world conditions making our fellow men receptive to 
our message, and given the assurance of help from on 
high, should not all of us speak out these tidings of 
comfort and courage? 

"By the righteousness of God: whoso openeth his lips 
in this Day and maketh mention of the name of his 
Lord, the hosts of Divine Inspiration shaH descend upon· 
him from the heaven of My Name, the All-Knowing, the 
All-Wise. On him shall descend the Concourse on High, 
each bearing aloft a Chalice of pure light. . . . The 
Pen of the Most High hath decreed and imposed upon 
every one the obligation to teach this Cause." 

(American Spiritual Mission P. 5.) 
"The invisible battalions of the Concourse on High""', 

our beloved Guardian wrote recently, "are mustered, in 
serried ranks, ready to rush their reinforcements to the 
aid of the vanguard of Baha'u'llah's crusaders in the 
hour of their greatest need. and in anticipation of 
that Most Great, that Wondrous Jubilee in the joyfulness 
of which both heaven and earth will partake." 

(11-23-51 Guardian's Message) 
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The Day in which we are living is dual in expression, 
as the prophet Joel wrote regarding this time: "for the 
Day of the Lord is great and very terrible, and who 
can abide it'?" 

To the world at large these days are indeed terrible, 
frustrating and defeating; while to the Baha'I world 
these days are God's, precious, privileged and full of 
promise. 

"These Days are God's days, a moment of which ages 
and centuries can never rival. An atom in these days, 
is as a sun, a drop as the ocean. One single breath ex
haled in the love of God and for His service is written 
down by the Pen of Glory as a princely deed. Were the 
virtues of this Day to be recounted, all would be thun
derstruck, except those whom thy Lord hath exempted." 

(A. D. J. p. 66-67) 
With the knowledge which Bah" 'Is possess regarding 

the promising aspect of this time, our :inescapable duty 
is to so inform our fellow men, so their anxiety may 
cease, their despair be turned into hope and their sor
row changed into joy. 

·'Abdu'l-Baha said, "The faithful are ever sustained 
by the presence of the Supreme Concourse. In the 
Supreme Concourse are Jesus, Moses and Elijah and 
Bahl'utllllh and other Supreme Souls, also, are the mar
tyrs." (Abdu'l-Baha in London, page 99.) 

-N A'l'IONAL SPIl1ITl1AL ASSIlMm. y 

Announcing the 
Temple Landscape Plan 

The long-awaited announcement of the design se
lected for landscaping the Temple grounds, and the 
placing of contracts for the work. can now be made. 

In the spring of 1951, the Temple Trustees communi
cated with a number of representative landscape archi
tects and requested them to submit designs and pre
liminary estimates. The specifications taken from Tab
lets of 'Abdu'l-Baha called for treatment of a circular 
area, and a design providing for nine paths, gardens, 
pools and fountains. Indeed, the tract of land acquired, 
and the location of the Temple at its center, reflected 
the understanding of the Master's directions by the 
early believers. 

From the designs submitted, the one prepared by 
Mr. Hilbert Dahl, the Baha'i landscape architect who 
years ago made preliminary studies of the project, 
was selected by the Trustees. 

His sketch was submitted to the Guardian, who 
cabled his approval during the summer of 1951. A 
Temple Landscape Committee was appointed consisting 
of Mr. Robert McLaughlin, Mr. Leroy loas, Mr. H. 
Borrah Kavelin and Mr. Clarence mlrich, to represent 
the Trustees in carrying out the project with the land
scape architect and _ the contractors. 

A contract was entered into with Mr. Dahl dated 
July 9, 1951. The services of the George A. Fuller Com
pany as general contractors are continued throughout 
the completion of the landscaping work. 

It is of interest to note that the trustees of the 
Wilmette Village, and also the State Highway Depart
ment (which has iurisdiction over the width of the 
land used for State highways even within towns) gave 
the Trustees written permission in October, 1951 to 
extend the landscaping plan, if necessary, through the 

parkway to the curb on Sheridan Road. The Village 
does not plan to build any sidewalks on the west side 
of Sheridan Road from Linden Avenue to the canal, 
which leaves the present parkway free for use as an 
approach to the Temple land. This courtesy is greaUy 
appreciated by the National Spiritual Assembly. 

The Guardian's Views 
Before considering the nature of Mr. Dahr 5 design 

it is important to note two written statements from 
the Guardian: "The Guardian approves of your action 
to only expend two hundred thousand dollars at present 
for the· Temple landscaping and leave further embel
lishment until a later date. He is very glad that this 
work is being done by such a devoted Baha'i as Mr. 
Dahl, who will put his whole heart into it and be 
inspired by the original concept as much as possible." 
(To the N.S.A. in letter written by the Guardian'. sec
retary, dated November 23, 1951). 

The next day in a letter addressed to Mr. Dahl, 
written by the Guardian through his secretary t we have 
this beautiful message: "He is very pleased with the 
plans you have made for the Temple grounds; of course 
he regrets the pools and fountains will have to be post
poned, but this will not prevent carrying out an almost 
complete garden scheme for the 1953 dale, and for 
economy! s sake, seems a necessary measure. 

"The Guardian feels the Temple will show to better 
advantage if floodlighted from without. This will not 
prevent, no doubt, when the flood lights are OD, any 
illumination from within producing a pleasing effect. 

"He wishes you every success in this important serv ... 
ice you are rendering the Faith, and will pray that 
all may go well and your ideas be realized in a most 
beautiful effect." 

Mr. Dahl's Design 
The accompanying illustration gives us a basic con

cept, and the inserted ., Approach View" conveys a 
clear impression of one of the nine tree--lined walks. 
with provision for reflecting pool between the two paths. 

As shown, the space between each two adjoining ap
proaches is filled with a sunken garden and space for 
a fOWltain. 

t L~ Ol';,w. ~ Ii ...... ~ .... ~ 1 
, Tnt nuifnovr ~'.~~'(~ , 
-~ -- -~ .--

" '~1" 

. ~. 
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At the base of the present circular steps a concrete 
walk or platform will be constructed, its outer cir
cumference -Oa series of concave arcs after the manner 
of the entrance bays of the Temple itself. This platform 
or walk is reached from the approaching paths by 
several steps. 

The outer circumference of the design is a circular 
walk giving access to all nine approaches and the nine 
gardens. At the lower right hand of the sketch we 
see the treatment to be given the area outside the 
great circle, along Sheridan Road and Linden Avenue. 
The intersection of these two streets provides one of 
the entrances to the circular. walk, giving a long and 
most attractive vista of the landscaped. grounds and 
the majestic edifice. 

There will be no entrance from the road on the 
Sheridan Road side, due to traffic conditions. The main 
entrance is from Linden Avenue at the point where 
we now enter the Fotmdation. This sidewalk running 
from Linden Avenue to the Temple basement wUl be 
abandoned, since the landscape plan involves regrad
ing the land and fUling in the lower level temporarily 
provided for the entranc.e into Foundation Hall. 

To enter the Temple basement level, after the land
scaping work is completed, the design provides for steps 
downward at the point where this particular entrance 
path intersects the sidewalk or platform at the bottom 
of the circular steps. Dotted lines on the sketch indicate 
the location of the basement level corridor. 

Due to the downward slope of both Sheridan Road and 
Linden Avenues from their point of intersection, the 
uniform level of the outer circular walk must be main
tained by a grading operation which at some points 
raises the walk. a few feet a hove street level. Instead of a 
retaining wall, it is planned to support the circular walk 
by a sloping earthen embankment, which can be turfed 
and perhaps planted, giving a much more pleasing ef
fect than a vertical concrete wall. 

'DIe Architect's Description 
Mr. Dahl as Landscape Architect has prepared a 

written description of his design from which the fol
lowing excerpts are taken:-

uIts setting, as with the jewel, must emphasize the 
attractiveness of the structure and, while reflecting the 
lines and embellisbment and the spirit of the Temple, 
must not, in itself, be given ornamental character which 
wUl compete with the building. 

"The study follows 'Abdu'l-Baha's word picture in 
every detail. Briefly, it involves an approach leading 
to each nine entrance bays with gardens between. Cir
cular fountains with jets of water keeping them ever 
fresb and clear are found in the gardens, while long 
basins are located in the approaches, reflecting glimpses 
of the Temple to the visitor walking along the approach. 
The whole is enclosed within an outer circular walk l 

and an inner walk, at the base of the Temple steps, 
provides a vantage point at a higher elevation from 
which the entire scene can be viewed. 

"The gardens are arranged and planted with simple 
dignity, restrained in treatment but with a touch of 
color and softness of texture which will give them a 
gardenesque feeling of peaceful and quiet loveliness 
. . . In area tltere is involved almost five acres of 
intensive development." 

Work in Progress 

Much detailed work has been accomplished to date 
in the way of the necessary drawings, specificalions 
and estimates. The plan is to begin grading work as 
early as possible in spring of 1952, and continue the
operations without interruption until completed. 

Temple Dedication, 1953 

What we bave here is a last stage in the embellisbment 
of the world~s supreme House of Worship, preparing it 
for its mission to the public of America and indeed of the 
world. As we consider the Guardian's Jubilee plans, in
cluding the public Jubilee celebrations during Ri(lvlin, 
1953, the All-America Intercontinental Congress, and the 
Dedication of the Temple to public worship, every Baba'i 
may well thrUl with gratitude for the years of concen
tra ted effort and 1m inense sacrifice which brought the 
Temple to its present point of completion, and steel his 
resolve to assure completion of this impressive, noble 
and exquisite framework wi thin which the Baha'I House 
of Worship can blazon forth its divine Promise to a des-
perate world! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL .AssEIvrBr.v 

Oblique view of the alcoves, giving aD interestmg gllmpse of 
the plllars. This is one of & set of four picmres of the completed. 
Temple which may be obtained from the BaJta 'f Sales Com-

mittee. (See Ma.rch Bah&'i News.) 
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VIew of tile completed dome '" the Maabrlqa'l-Adhld.r. ThUo Is 
ODe of a set of four pictares wbicb may be obtaIDed from 

Bah&~i Sales Committee. (See March Bah.i.ti News.) 

A Bequest to the Faith 
In view of a recent press story which stated that Mr. 

Roy C. Wilhelm had left $1,000,000 to the Faith, the 
National Assemhly feels it advisahle to remove any 
wrong impression which such statements might leave 
in the minds of the friends. 

Inaccurate information about large sums to become 
available to the National Fund can only mislead the 
believers and do the Baha'i Community injury by appar
ently removing the reason for sacrifice and urgent 
action. 

The real facts are that $15,000 will eventually come to 
the National Fund from this estate, but not in the near 
future-perhaps two or even three years from now. 

The bulk of the estate is to go to the Guardian, to be 
used for the future development of the World Center 
in the Holy Land. 

The total cash value of the estate will probably be 
considerably less than $300,000 before payment of taxes, 
expenses of administration and specific bequests. Real
ization of this value is dependent upon advantageous sale 
of the interest in the estate in R. C. Wlllielm and. Com· 
pany, the outcome of which is naturally uncertain. Sev
eral years might be required to consummate such a sale. 

Application of the provisions of Mr. Wilhelm's will to 
the eventual liquid value of the estate may make it 
possible for the Guardian to receive approximately 
$200,000 for the institutions of the World Center at some 
future date. -':"'NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSELVIBLY 

Report to the Friends 
The meeting held January 25, 26 and 27 gave first 

concern to action on the Guardian's series of messages 
announcing the Jubilee plans. Consultation stressed the 
point that the All-American Teaching Conference is to 
lay plans for the spread of the Faith not only in the 
areas surrounding North and South America, but for 
a world teaching mission. The N .S.A. of Canada is 
termed "ally" and the N.S.A.'s of Central and South. 
American are "associates" In this project. 

The meeting appointed a United States Inter-Continen
tal Teaching Committee, a Committee on Dedication 
of the Temple, and a Jubilee Committee for the public 
meetings (except Temple dedication) held for the Cen
tenary during Holy Year. The schedule adopted in
eludes: Annual Convention, Wednesday, April .29, Thurs
day, April 30, Friday, May I, 1953; Dedication of 
Temple, Saturday, May 2; AU-America Teaching Con
ference, Monday, May 4, Tuesday, May 5, Wednesday. 
May 6, Thursday, May 7, 1953; Public meeting in Foun
dation Hall and inspection of Temple, Sunday, May 3. 
The public meetings celebrating the Jubilee will be 
held on evenings during the Convention and during the 
Continental Teaching Conference, to culminate in a 
banquet, Thursday evening, May 7. 

The plans provide for two meetings on May 2 for 
dedica lion of the Temple; one in the morning for be
lievers, with representatives of all National Assemblies 
participating in the readings, and the other for the 
public. 

For meeting the Guardian's reference to our collec
tive failure in losing some of our Assemblies, the meet-
ing adopted a national teaching plan and submitted it 
to Shoghi Effendi for approval. In this connection, each 
issue of Baha'i News is to carry a special statement 
for inspiring the individual Baha'i to teach. 

A general announcement of national teaching plans 
is to be made at the Convention. 

Three observers were appointed to represent the 
Baha'is at the United Nations Regional Conference to 
be held in Lawrence, Kansas. 

The N.S.A. representative to attend the two Latin 
American Conventions and Schools, Mrs. Dorothy Baker, 
consulted on subjects to be emphasized and informa
tion to be conveyed. 

Action was taken to make a summary of all reports 
received from Area Teaching Committees concerning 
status of small communities and groups, to survey the 
condition we will face on April 20 when annual local 
elections are held. Individual members were appointed 
to meet with the Area Teaching Committees. 

Leroy Ioas reported on his conference with the N.S.A. 
of Canada, as representative of this body. The result 
of this conference was to prepare for close and cordial 
cooperation in the Intercontinental teaching work. As 
teachers are needed in Canada at the present time, 
three believers were requested to arrange teaching tours 
in Canada if possible, Mrs. Margery McCormick} Mrs. 
Bahayyih Ford and Mrs. Ruth Moffett. 

A report was received based on a committee study 
of the editorial questions involved in a later issue of 
World Order Magazine. 

Communications were presented from twenty-nine lo
cal Assemblies, some reporting on special activities, 
some requesting advice on particular administrative 
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problems, others reporting on matters affecting the 
status of members of the community. 

A representative was appointed to attend the Baha'i 
service held for Mr. J. Thomas Wood in Wilmette. 

Eighteen individual believers wrote letters to the As
sembly which called for consultation and action. 

A conference was held with Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
W eeden~ They were requested to undertake a mission on 
behalf of the Assembly, visiting local communities in 
the United States to speak on their experience at the 
World Center and help the friends attain a deeper under
standing of the significance of the tasks which the 
Guardian has assigned to the American Baha'i Com
munity. 

Two hundred ten votes were recorded in these 
Minutes. -NA'IlON~\L SPIRITUAL ASSJ1!l\oIBLY 

Africa 
The Committee is thrilled that the devoted teaching 

eHorts of one of the American Baha'i pioneers in 
the field have yielded the first fruits of American 
participation in the African Teaching Campaign. Mr. 
William Foster, Baha'i pioneer now in Liberia, has se
cUred a declaration of faith from Mr. Benjamin Miller 
of Liberia. Letters and cables of joyous greeting have 
been sent both to Foster and Miller. Mr. Foster has 
also advised us that there may be the possibility of 
a Baha'I group in Liberia shortly. Upon hearing that 
there was a Baha'i in the country, Mr. Foster went 
eighty miles back into the bush country surrounding 
Monrovia and found Mr. Joseph Pereira, a Baha'I for
merly of Boston, who now lives in Liberia. Let us pray 
that Baha'u'liab will make these three souls a mighty 
torch to shed the light of His teachings in Wesf Africa. 
Mr. Foster was offered a good position with the Uni-
versity of Monrovia. . 

Mr. and Mrs. Rex Collison, formerly of California, 

Mr. WilHa,m Foster 01 Chicago, 
DJinois; first American Negro 
Bahi,'i 10 answer the GuardiaD.'s 
caD for pioneers to teach in the 
AfrICBD cOOiotrles. Mr. Foster is 
DOW in MODI'Ovia., Liberla~ and has 
receaUy cabled the news of ihe 
Ileclaration of the first Liberiao 

Ba.h&'i. 

are now enroute for 
the distant country 
of Uganda, East Af
rica where they will 
settle and add their 
wonderful teaching 
abilities to tht:! estab
li.shed Baha!i group 
in Kampala. This 
group, made up of 
English, Persian and 
newly declared Afri
can Baha'is, are joy
ously awaiting the 
CoI1isons. Since the 
Collisons at one point 
of their journey will 
be near Haifa, they 
will deviate long 
enough to make a 
cherished pilgrimage 
to the Baha'i shrines 
and to visit the Be
loved Guardian. 

The Mrica Com
mittee is overjoyed 
that one of the first 
Americans to seize 
the opporhmity for 

pilgrimage when that door was opened was our own tal
ented and dynamic Laurence ,Hautz. Mr. Hautz had the. 
rare privilege of an extended stay in Haifa. He wrote us 
many wonderful statements which the Beloved Guardian 
made a bout Africa and the si gnificance of the Africa 
Teaching Campaign. We are eagerly awaiting Mr. Hautz' 
return, and an opportunity to meet with him. 

Encouraging news continues to come in from Mrs. 
Ethel Stephens, American BahA'i Pioneer in the Gold 
Coast. She is teaching at one of the well known colleges 
in the Gold Coast where she has the opportunity to 
instruct native women in home economics. Her devoted. 
efforts to live the Bah;' 'i life and to exemplify its prin
ciples has won many friends for the Faith. 

Plans are being pursued to get an American Bah6. 'I 
pioneer into the fourth goal area, Tanganyika. The 
Committee is also working to the end that doors of 
opportunity will soon open for it to place the many 
eager and approved pioneers who stand ready to go 
and serve their Faith. 

Notes from "Africa News" 

From many parts of the Dark Continent (now turning 
to the Light) come moving and enheartening notes of 
the continuing settlement of pioneerst the initiation of 
study classes, the translation of literature, and the 
formation of new centers. One feels in Utis latest in .. 
ternational teaching project a special spirit of selfIess 
devotion that conquers all obstacles. To cite only a 
few of these pioneer activities, from the African Edi
tion of the British "Africa News": 

Despite the many discouraging difficulties which at 
first beset her when she reached the Gold Coasl, Mrs. 
Ethel Stephens, the pioneer to Accra has now found a 
very excellent position and is rapidly settling into her 
pioneer post. Mrs. Stephens writes: "I have brought 
along with me some 600 feet of' movies of Baha'I sub
jects, mostly in kodachrome. In addition to these, I 
have kodachrome slides of the Baha'i Temple and ad
j acent territories • . . Then there are slides prepared 
at Hampton Institute, U. S. A. at which my foster son, 
also a Baha'i, is a student ... I have slides 
including a negro hospital where my husband is a 
practicing physician and on the staft . . ." 

The first pioneers to northern Rhodesia. and the first 
British believers to serve in a territory assigned by the 
Guardian to Persia, are Eric and Terry Manton. They 
will sail to Beira, the port of Mozambique, and will then 
travel to Lusaka where Eric will look for work .. His com
panion, Terry, is just thirteen! 

We are made aware of the confirming power of 
Baha'u'llah and of the unceasing aid He bestows on His 
pioneers everywhere when we read the following words 
from Ted Cardell in Kenya: "As you will see by the in
creasing number of photos labelled 'staff photographer', 
I'm properly in action now and getting some most in
teresting experienc.es too." He tells us that he has been 
appointed to the staff of the leading East African news
paper and soon hopes to be able to visit the friends in 
Uganda and Tanganyika. Ted's concluding words ex
press the sentiments of all the pioneers laboring in Af
rica: "The immensity of the task does not in the least 
dishearten me, but rather makes me realize the wonder 
of the Power a I hand which will certainly accomplish 
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the desired illumination of these spiritually impoverished 
people." 

"Mr. M. Thomas, describing his teaching activities in 
Mikindani, says, 4This is a small town with a few shops 
and native hut.. I am staying with a few friends and 
have already brought to the notice of some of them sev
eral pamphlets about the Cause. While in Lindi, I spoke 
about the Faith with two of my colleagues. Both are from 
India and one seemed to have koown of the F ai th at 
home. J 

From a further report, we understand that Mr. 
Thomas has given the Cause to a large number of his 
acquaintances in Mikindani. 

We would like to share with the friends a very moving 
account which Miss Claire Gung has written of her soli
tary celebration of the Master's Ascension in her moun
tain home high in the up-country of Tanganyika. "I got 
up in the night of the 28th to join in the World Commu
nity prayers, and I saw the most big and radiant star 
rising just over the m01mtain. I have never seen any
thing like it,nor shall I ever forget the sight and the 
star's radiance. The words of a recording which J have 
-came to mind. 'There rose one _ radiant star and every 
other star grew pale before that hea veniy glow. It seem
ed but to follow me and I could not but go.' And I could 
not go back to sleep with that lovely sight and the pOwer 
-of the prayer. " 

Seven Africans, five Baha'is and five children were 
present at the festival of the Birthday of the Bab in 
Kampala, Uganda. The gathering was an historically 
significant one in that for the first time the meeting was 
held in the home of a Buganda and was opened with a 
prayer in Luganda from the newly prepared pamphlet 
in the language of Uganda. 

The pamphlet was read aloud, and such was the en
thusiasm reached that the reading was continued into 
the night by the light of a small hurricane lamp. The 
unanimous opinion of the Africans present was that the 
Words of Baha'u'Uah and 'Abdu'l-Baha had new meaniog 
when heard in Luganda and that the translation was in
deed beautiful. One contact pleaded that the reading of 
the pamphlet be discontinued when he had to leave and 
that it be started again the following day when he would 
bring his fiance to hear it, as he wanted his future wife 
to be a Baha'i as well, he said. Two meetings were, 
therefore, fixed for the following day. 

The Group considers that this meeting and the many 
doors now being opened to the Faith in Uganda is evi
dence of the Guardian's indication that the "settlement" 
phase of their work has taken place and the Hteaching" 
phase begun. 

On Sunday morning, Philip Hainsworth had a class 
of five Abicans, and Ali Nakhjavani went to visit some 
others who subsequently came to the meeting in the eve
ning. Five African men and four African ladies with 
three of their children were at that meeting when the 
reading of the pamphlet was continued. In all eleven Mri
cans attended one or more of the three sessions. The 
quality of the questions and the degree of enthusiasm 
shown indicated tremendous progress made and gave 
the believers renewed optimism. 

More recently the Kampala Group has written, "No
vember is a full month for Baha'is the war Id over; for 
us in Uganda has been exceptionally full and exciting." 
Teaching has fallen into several parts; regular morning 
classes with three of the serious students, covering his~ 

tory, Baha'i proofs, the principles and the Covenant, 
regular weekly firesides; making new contacts; and the 
joint celebration of commemorations and special occas
ions. 

Joyfully but solemoly the Louis Gregory memorial 
meeting was held. Mrs. Preston came especially for the 
occasion from Kenya. and the gathering included nine
teen in all. Rapid and fluent translation by on .. of Ugan
da's best qualified translators; talks by Mrs. Preston, Ali 
Nakhjavani and Philip Hainsworth; and prayers in Lu
ganda, Persian and English, combined to make it the 
most inspiring occasion of the month. A photograph of 
all those participating was taken. 

On the Day of the Covenant four students of the Faith 
and the belieVers held a meeting entirely in English, 
(save for several prayers in Luganda) which reached 
a high level of interest and enthusiasm during the read
ings and explanations on the Covenant, the Guardian
ship, and the Will and Testament.' t 

International News 
South AIneriean 

FTom the N.S.A. of South America comes this inspiring 
report: 

The Message Broadcast 
On January 2tlth,l952, all over this vast continent could 

be heard the Baha" Message that religion is progressive. 
In Guayaquil, Ecuador; Santiago, Chile; and Magal

lanes, radio programs were broadcast. In the city of 
Punta Arenas, the Baha'I friends had window displays 
in different parts of the business district to celebrate 
World Religion Day. A non-Baha'i who had become in
terested in these displays, broadcast their significance 
over one of the most powerful radio stations in South 
America. 

Nearly every Baha', Community, large and small, gave 
the BahA'I Message in some form or other to the public 
that day. In La Paz, Bolivia, in the most sidely read 
newspaper of that country, there appeared an article 
written by Arturo Cuellar, called "World Religion." It 
took up the entire sheet of the newspaper, with attractive 
pen sketches. 

Child Education 
The Committee On Child Education is putting out a 

mimeographed bulletin especially for parents, laying 
stress upon the importance of living the life in the home 
as a teaching method. It deals with such psychological 
themes as Ujealousy,U "fears," udishonesty," etc. The 
communities have been requested to dedicate several 
evenings to parents and futore parents, at which time 
this material can be used in round~table discussions. 

Galleo, the post city of Peru, has children's ciasses 
at the beach this season Wlder the supervision of several 
Baha'i mothers who have had teacher-training. 

Convention News 
Plans are in progress to have the 1952 Convention in 

Argentina at the beautiful Baha', International School 
at Eseiza. You will recall that it was to Buenos Aires 
that May Maxwell came, and that it was there she gave 
up her life. The delegates and visitors will have an op
portunity to visit her tomb and have prayerful services. 
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Bah&'is of the Cali, Colombia, Community ai the celebraUon 
of the Birthday of BahA.'uJU&h. 

Preparation Classes 
Much emphasis is being placed upon extensive classes 

of preparatiQn for those who desire to enter the Baha'i 
Faith. One of these interesting classes was held in Cali, 
Colombia, over a period of eight months. The result is 
seven prepared believers. 

Travelers Spread the Message 
Mrs. Lee Morley of Bahia, Brazil, traveled with her 

family this past year. She gave talks in Baha'! Centers 
here from coast to coast. 

The Central American Area 
We have this interesting TepoTt ~rom the N. S. A. of 

C""tTal America: 
A new spirit of awareness, of dedication to the Faith 

and of responsibility to its institutions has become ap~ 
parent in the area since the National Assembly under
took its consolidation campaign at the beginning of the 
Baha'i year-. As a result, local Assemblies are reporting 
that their communities are making determined sacri
fices to help finance the trip and expenses of their new
ly-elected delegates to the Second Annual Baha'i Con
vention. The Convention will be held in San Jose, Costa 
Rica, from April 22 to 25. It will be followed by two days 
of school, with classes conducted in both English and 
Spanish, for delegates, pioneers and Baha'i visitors. Ex
cept for a few minor details, all plans for the Conven
tion and School are now complete. 

World Religion Day was celebra ted throughout the 
area with more success than in previous years. There 
were public talks, radio programs, and many exhibitions 
of photographs, books and pamphlets, and as a result 
new classes have been started in several communities. 

Tw"o very beloved North American teachers vol
unteered their services recently, Mr. Matthew Bullock 
of Boston and Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin of Greenwich, 
Connecticut. Matthew arrived in Havana, Cuba, in Janu-

ary a:>d has been helping both Havana and Cienfuegos. 
He will remam until April and attend our Convention. 
Katherme spent.the month of February in Jamalca, giv
mg mvaluable aId to the Communities of Kingston, Span
Ish Town and Port Antonio. In Kingston she presented 
a course on Ruhiyyih Khimum's "Prescription for liv
ing!' 

Encouraged by responses made to our previous calls 
for aid in teaching from our devoted Bahii '! co-workers 
from the North, we include here more information and 
addresses for those who wish to reside in Latin America 
maintain themselves, while at the sam~ time answe~ 
the Guardian's clarion call for more pioneers: 

For the best choice of teaching jobs in private schools 
whether private or company~ponsoredl write to Mr~ 
Roy Tasco Davis, Inler-American Schools Service of. the 
American Council on Education, 1785 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Washington 6, D. C. II you are twenty-four and 
bave had at least three years of teaching experience 
or if you are an engineer or nurse, try Writing to Chief of 
Office, Panama Canal Company, Washington 25, D. C. 

Opportunities are also available fur public school 
t<;aching positions in Puerto Rico. Make your application 
duect to the Department of Public Education, San Juan 
Puerto Rico. For these positions a knowledge of Spanish 
is required. 

Last but not least, if you would like to work as librar
ian or English teacher in any of the Cultural Institutes 
of Latin America, request an application blank from 
the Division of Overseas Information Centers. Depart. 
ment of State, Washington 25, D.C. Couples may apply 
as grantees, as well as individuals. 
If and when the path is made clear for you, please ad

vise the National Spiritual Assembly of Central Ameri
ca, Miss Elena Maria Marsella, Box 513, Panama, Rep. 
de Panama. 

Australia and New Zealand 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Australia aM New 

Zeala1!d stmds a Teport packed with activity: 
The friends in all parts of Australia and New Zealand, 

stimulated and stirred by the latest direct and powerful 
call of the Guardian, are increasing the tempo of theix 
activities and arising to serve and assist the Faith as 
never before in all regions 'down under'. 

Dorothy Dugdale of Adelaide, South Australia, is in 
the Island of Tasmania, having offered to serve In the 
goal towns there for three months. Friends have visited 
the home of the Mat Appleton. at Port Lincoln and 
Kapunda, South Australia, and arranged for further as
sistance to be given in the teaching field there in the 
near future. A similar visit was made by Payneham 
friends to Port Pirie, January 1st to January 28th, when 
a public meeting was beld and contacts made by per
sonal visits. Miss Irene Jackson of Whyalla has offered 
to settle in one of the goal towns within the next few 
weeks. Collis and Madge Featherstone and their small 
daughters caravaned during the Christmas vacation, on 
a teaching tour which included Kingston, Mt. Gambier, 
Millicent, and Mount Burr. The enrollment of another 
believer in Quom means that a Group has come into be
ing and the banner of Baha'u'llah has been planted in yet 
another goal town. And thus the Glory grows! 

In New Zealand the growing and diversified activities 
of the friends show that they are truly spreading the 
fragrances and promoting the Word of God. Miss K. 



Carpenter attended the Annual Esperanto Congress held 
at Tauranga, while the New Plymouth Group entertained 
the local Esperantist Club at the home of one of their 
members. Whangarei, too, is widening its range of con
tacts, and the friends feel that the word Baha'i is now 
more generally lmown there than heretofore. 

Mrs. Gertrude Blum was busy in Wellington recently 
meeting contacts and addressing meetings arranged by 
that very active and able pioneer, Mrs. E. Norden Wald
man. One meeting was held at Wellington Hospital, 
where doctors, technicians, and sixteen nurses were 
present. 

Youth took its share in the programs of the recent 
Summer Schools held at Yerrinbool, N. S. Wales, and at 
Camp Wesley, Henderson Valley, New Zealand. 

Germany 
The Guardian has recently written to the German 

community a stirring letter in which he stresses a new 
pioneer consciousnes s to be developing among those 
believers in preparation for the great work of expan~ 
sian and teaching, even Uta the distant margin of the 
Asiatic mainland." The Administrative Center at Frank
furt a/ Main now being completed in the heart of Ger
many, is to be put o'n a firm foundation and further 
expanded, the spiritual life of the community necessar
ily keeping pace with this administrative consolidation, 
through the establishment of summer schools and ses
sions, regional conferences, youth meetings and study 
classes. Says the Guardian, further, through his secre
tary: 

"By far the most important thing now, since greater 
unity has developed in the German community, is to 
make the friends pioneer-conscious. They must learn 
to venture forth, put their trust in God and go to new 
cities and places to introduce the Cause. This will con
stitute an entirely new phase in the history of the 
Sacred Cause in Germany, and will give to the Baha'is 
a feeling of victory and influence, which they have 
never had before. When they see, how, after years of 
persecution, war, occupation, financial" chaos and in
security, they have built their .l;fa#ra and established 
their administrative headquarters there, they must be 
astonished at their victory and immensely proud. Did 
you ever think: that such things could come to pass? 
May you then, with the same faith, the same determi
nation, arise, to establish new Assemblies and groups. 
You will see, you will be successful, just as you were 
successful with your ~a~ira." 

A goodly number of the German friends were able to 
participate in the ETC Conference in Holland. "This 
corning together of the friends is a great stimulus to 
the work, and he hopes this will increase in the same 
ratio as conditions in Europe improve." The NSA 
met with friends from Berlin and Vienna, as these are 
important centers, and the work there must be stimu
lated and nursed. The summer school at Hamburg, 
another important center, one of the oldest in Germany, 
and occupying a favorable position for the spread of 
the Faith, was well attended and successful. 

From Otto Weinman of Esslingen, studying for three 
months in the United States, and Walter Lorey of Wein
heim, on a three-months visit here, as well as from Klaus 
Liedtke, who emigrated to Canada, enthusiastic mes
sages and reports of the active work in the U.S. and 
Canada go back to their homeland, thus drawing closer 
the bonds of unity which overpass the seas and frontiers. 

Report of the Third All Swiss Baha'i 
Conference, Held in Bern 
February 23..24, 1952 

II 

Shoghi Effendi has described the "new budding virile 
communities" now existing in the ten goal countries of 
Europe as the "First fruits (of the) operation (of) 
jAbdu'l-Bahats Divine Plan (on the) European continent." 

In Bern, February 23-24, 1952, the "virile budding com
munity" of Switzerland held its third HAlI-Swiss" Con
ference. From the mOWltains, the valleys and the cities 
of Switzerland, the friends gathered together in the 
large attractive Conference room at the Hotel Baren 
to discuss ways and means by which they might fur: 
ther augment these "first fruitsH and how to attain 
those goals set by the Guardian in his message to the 
fourth European Teaching Conference, August, 1951. 

At 4:30 Saturday afternoon, the Conference opened 
with music and prayers by Mrs. Gertrud Gorge, Chair
man of the Spiritual Assembly of Bern and Mrs. Mar
guerite Muller, of Geneva. 

In her inspiring address of welcome, Miss Elsa Stein
metzt chairman of the Conference, said that just as 
this small country attracts the entire world through its 
scenic beauty, let us, though still small in numbers, 
seek little by little to attract all Switzerland to the beau
ty of B~alu'1l8.h's teachings. No organization on earth, 
says MISS Steinmetz, has the same responsibility to 
achieve world peace as we Baha'is have. This is because 
we are followers of God's Mes senger for today-of 
B aha 'u 'Ilah, whom God has revealed for the express 
purpose of establishing world unity. This means that 
Bah,,'i thollllhts and deeds must infiltrate every people 
on earth before our work is done. In the East the heart 
of our beloved Guardian is centered upon us today. In 
the West the love and gratitude of the European Teach
ing Committee and the National Spiritual Assembly of 
America encircle us. Friends the world over are looking 
across to us with well wishes for our efforts. Let us in 
a spirit of complete oneness and in deep appreciation 
of the thoughts and talents of one another, approach in 
prayerful dedication, the huge tasks which the Guardian 
has assigned us for the remainder of the Second Seven 
Year Plan, with unity of purpose, unity of heart, unity 
of thought. unity of action because this alone will carry 
us to victory. 

Excitement ran high as the following message from 
our beloved Guardian was read to the Conference: "As
sure assembled friends fervent loving prayers success 
highly important deliberatiions. Urge concentrate atten
tion prompt multiplication centers length breadth Switz
erland preservation assemblies increase their number 
consolidation foundations necessary prelude formation 
National Assembly Pillar future House of Justice heart 
European continent. Deepest love. (signed) Shoghi" 

This was followed by a loving encouraging message 
from the European Teaching Committee, From Ger
many came greetings from the National Spiritual As
sembly, Mr. and Mrs. Hermann Grossmann, and Dr. 
and Mrs. Eugen Schmidt. From the Baha'is of London 
and Hugh McKinley of England. From Lisbon and Is
tambul. From the Brussels Baha'i Community, and a 
stirring message from the newly appointed Benelux 
Regional Committee. Many messages were also received 
from friends throughout the whole of Switzerland. 

A committee was then appointed to draw up a mes
sage to be sent to the Guardian. 
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Gratitude was the keynote of Miss Steinmetz' talk 
entitled "Today, Tomorrow and Forever." In emphasiz
ing the importance of gratitude says Miss Steinmetz, 
'Abdu'l-Baha tells the story of a certain King and one of 
his subjectsJ the latter portraying in a most stirring 
way the quality of gratitude. She then asks "How does 
our gratitude compare with this touching example when 
we look back upon the period before the bounty and 
love of Baha'u'll8.h-that Divine King of Kings entered 
our life? Before the empty hours, the lack of a spiritual 
goal, the prejudiced concepts which kept us cramped, 
were suddenly transmuted into enriching soul experi
ences, knowledge of the purpose of life, broad horizons 
lighted by a universal love, awareness of the spirit
ual and social needs of our fellow-man, Who among us 
would return to the old way? Who deprive himself of the 
blessings and the sheltering embrace of Baha'u'll8.h? 
What ear could grow deaf to the spiritual yeaming of 
an imperiled world? What heart grow cold if once en
kindled by the spirit of the Great Day of God? "Can 
man imagine a greater bounty," remarked 'Abdu'l
Baha, "than the consciousness~ that through divine as
sistance, the advancement and well-being of the human 
race lies in his hand?" Aware that this heaveuly guid
ance has been vouchsafed to us anew through 
Baha'u'll8.h then assuredly the collective efforts of the 
staunch friends assembled here today can fulfill the 
teaching program which our beloved Guardian has as
signed to us for the remainder of the Second Seven 
Year Plan. Strengthening our foundations here at home 
so that they will not sway when the future N atienal 
and International Institutions lean upon them ·for ground 
support. Sinking our spiritual caissons deep into granite
firnmess in the love of God; holding them erect through 
UBshakable adherence to the Will of Baha'u'll8.h-the 
Will of God-this is the essential! 

The warmth and charm of the hostess of the Unity 
Banquet-Mrs. Kathe Tripp, quickly brought us to a 
festive mood. As guests from other countries and repre
sentatives from each Swiss community gave their lov
ing messages the absent friends were brought close as 
the spirit of Baha '! fellowship and unity encircled all. 

The "Significance of the Year Nine" was poignanUy 
told by Mrs. Friedel Zwicky. She vividly portrayed those 
fateful days when the Faith for which the Bab had suf
fered and died was almost extinct; of the time when 
Baha'u'll8.h lay in the prison of S!y8.h-ChaJ, his feet in 
stocks and his neck weighed down with chains, of His 
sufferings and torture beyond our comprehension. It was 
during this period that the year 1269, foretold by the Bab 
as the "Year Nine" dawned upon the world. It was at 
this time in that dark and loathsome prison that the first 
awareness of God's Revelation and of His prophetic 
Mission came to Baha'u'llrih. A Revelation whose power, 
bursting asunder those prison walls, has spread itself 
to the four corners of the earth, shedding its light on all 
created things. Mrs. Zwicky then told of the celebrations 
that will take place throughout the BaM'! world at the 
time of the "Great Jubilee." Our Guardian has ex
pressed his joy in the progress and development of the 
new European Bahalis, says Mrs. Zwicky, and indicates 
his confidence of still greater achievements. He lifts for a 
moment the curtain of time and gives us a glimpse of 
the future high destinies and accomplishments of these 
new communities in Europe. But he ha 5 also shown us 
the immediate objectives that must be obtained, in the 

final months left in the Second Seven Year Plan. To ac
complish these tasks will call for deeds and for sacrifice. 
It will call for prayer and for action. We must act now, 
TODAY. Yesterday belongs to those glorious "Da'wn 
Breakers" to whom we owe so much: tomorrow belongs 
to the yet unborn Baha'!s, but TODAY is ours. What shall 
we do with TODAY? 

Said -Mr. Semle, the next morning, "I have thought 
much of Mrs. Zwicky's talk. I have thought of BaM'u'll8.h. 
He bore the scars from those chains while in prison for 
the whole of His life. What he underwent is more than 
the Martyrdom of Christ. 1 also thought a bout the S!y8.h
Cha!, that dark and filthy prison and how 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
a little boy, went to Him there. It was from that awful 
hole that the first rays of the bounty of God shone upon 
the world. Dear friends we must think about the martyr
dom of BaM'u'll8.h and be eternally grateful." 

The evening closed with the showing of the exquisite 
colored films of the Shrine of the Bab and the Baha'l gar
dens on the slopes of Mount Carmel. 

Mr, Friedrich Schiir opened the Sunday session with a 
talk on the "Importance of Studying the Creative 
Word." IIBaha. 'u '1l8h enjoins us," he remarked, I'to read 
from the Writings each morning and evening; not, how
ever, to the point of growing weary, but rather to build 
up a reserve of spiritual strength with which to meet 
the affairs of the day ahead." ... "Constant deepening 
in the Writings leads to the goal which should 100m con
tinuously before every belie ver: -namely to become a 
better Baha'i. PI 

A new phase in the European Teaching Project has 
been opened, said Honor Kempton as she told of the new 
"Regional Development" in the ten goal countries. The 
Guardian has said that the present achievementa of 
these new Baha'i communities leads him to "confidently 
anticipateU at the close of the Seven Year Plan, tlle 
gradual formation of Regional National Assemblies as a 
prelude to the emergence of a separate National Spirit
ual Assembly in each goal country. This means that each 
community must now come into closer association with 
the other communities within its national confines, or in 
the case of the Scandanivian countries, the Benelux 
countries and the Iberian Peninsula with the communi
ties composed of its regional areas. To help us in this 
new phase of development the ETC has appointed Re
gional Committees who will function under them until 
the Guardian establishes a National Spiritual Assembly 
for these areas. Miss Kempton then outlined the 
functions of these Committees. She also told the friends 
that Baha'i history had been made that day because the 
Swis s Regional Committee had held its first meeting and 
had elected its officers. 

"Notable Multiplication of Centers" and "Firm Con
solidation of Assemblies" was the theme presented by 
Mrs. Marguerite Muiler, who offered excellent sugges
tions for attaining these goals, and in conclusion said, 
"The strength and power of· the local Spiritual As· 
semblies, the National Spiritual Assemblies, and the 
Universal House of Justice, depend primarily upon the 
strength and power of the individual Baha'is themselves. 
She then pointed out that the spiritual equipment neces
sary to be a good Baha'i could be obtained by-ljLiving 
the life; spreading the teachings and by study and 
deepening our understanding of the Holy Writings." 
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Mr. Hans Baumann spoke on the need of a rapid in
crease in the number of avowed believers. Precious 
time is passing, remarked Mr. Baumann. Let us use 
every moment in spreading the Cause. He then enum
erated in a clear, concise manner how we can attract 
new souls, and finally concluded-wI'here are many ways 
to gain new believers but tbe Creative Word animated 
by a spirit of profound conviction never fails to touch 
the heart of the seeker." 

A clearer vision of the strenuous tasks ahead, a 
deeper awareness of their significance, a firmer resolve 
toward their prosecution and a greater dedication to 
their purpose, were the points covered in a talk by Mr. 
Fritz Semle, Senior. God requires complete submission 
on the part of His Servants, says Mr. Semle. In our daily 
life we are filled with obligations-those of our profes
sion, those..in the home, social obligations, but we must 
know that beyond all these obliga tions nothing is so im
portant as constant service to our sacred Cause. This 
service to be before everyth.i.ng. Therefore, faithfulness 
and obedience in service are imperative. We must have a 
faith that nothing can shake. We must pray constantly 
for spiritual enlightenment. And above all, we must 
render complete submission to the Divine Force working 
through us, knowing that we are not that Force but 
merely tools in His Hand. 

In her closing remarks the Chairman asked that each 
one of us give silent thanks to our beloved Guardian and 
to the European Teaclting Committee for their sustain
ing prayers during this Conference. "The closer contacts 
with one another have refreshed our hearts/' said Miss 
Steinmetz. "lbe serious planning we have done together 
has clarified our responsibilities both from a collective 
and individual standpoint. The impressive picture we 
have gained of the growth of the Cause at its World 
Center, has filled us with new inspiration. And finally, 
the gpiritoal gains we have won here, must be made to 
bear fruit in greater service to a bewildered world. n 

Watching those eager faces shining with love for 
Baha'u'llaI1; listening to the closing prayers offered in 
many languages, one realized that the glorious promise 
enshrined in the words of 'Abdu'H3aha was actually 
being fu1filled: 

"The teachings of His Holiness Baha'u'llah, like 
unto the spirit, shall penetrate the dead body of 
the world and like unto an artery shall beat through 
the heart of the five continents." 

World Belfgion Da.y in Japan, with Agnes- Alexamler as 
opea/t.er. ADDOUJlcemenls in English and Japanese papers 

brought about 30 people. 

World Religion Day 
The third annual World Religion Day brought con

certed effort by the American Baha'i community to 
proclaim the Faith and to increase its prestige. Reports 
have told of special radio broadcasts, of window dis
plays and posters, and of newspaper articles that all 
acted to bring the Faith to the attention of more people. 

A free half-hour television show over WDEL-TV high
lighted the ioint Wilmington and West Chester observ
ance. The program announced the meeting to be held 
at the Hotel duPont that afternoon, introduced the Faith, 
and showed a typical fireside discussion. Paul Ha
ney, Chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly, 
was guest speaker for the meeting. The actions of 
righteousness according to 'Abdu'l-Baha were read and 
the program closed with a minute long shOwing ot the 
Temple. John McCall, director of the television pro
gram had given a fifteen minute program previously 
in Chester. A nine foot banner proclaiming the World 
Religion Day program was displayed in the hotel win
dow prior to the meeting which was attended by ninety
five persons. One of the city's leading newspaPer colum
nists devoted his entire column to the Baha'i Faith 
on Friday. 

Peoria, lllinois1 Baha'is sent out 160 invitations, placed 
large posters in the Public Library, the YWCA, and 
Bradley Uuiversily. Local papers had paid ads and 
free articles. Radio station WPEO announced the meet
ing without charge and for five weeks used "Words for 
the World," the devotional Bahll'l recordings. Clarence 
Suhm of Milwaukee spoke on "A World Religion" to 
an audience of iorty-eight, twenty of whom were in
quirers. 

In Alaska, the Anchorage and Anchorage Recording 
District secured three spot announcements from each 
of two radio stations, KENI and KBYR, and broad
cast the National Radio Committee script on the latter 
station. Both daily papers carried good stories. 

Hawaiian Baha'Is write, "Building up public knowl
edge of this day has proven worthwhile, and an in
creasing interest has been shown since the firstob
servance. H There were window displays in downtown 
Honolulu and at Waikiki. The picture of the Temple 
was used with one newspaper article, and the national 
script was read over station KGU. 

The East Cleveland Bahll'l Comtnunily had an un
usual program of tape-recorded broadcasts that had 
been given Sunday mornings by Cleveland Baha'is over 
station WDOK, in which Mrs. Eva Mae Barrow inter
viewed non-Baha'is giving challenging expositions of the 
Faith in response to their questions. Mter the recordings 
Mr. Les Vaughn spoke on the Faith at the Little Church 
of the Holy City in East Cleveland. 

Great Falls, Montana, which has only seven members 
now and is striving valiantly to regain Assembly status, 
had Mrs. Helen Robinson of Boise as their speaker at 
the Rainbow Hotel. Twenty-one non-Baha'is attended, 
and nineteen came to the follow-up meeting at which 
Mrs. Robinson showed slides on the Eskimos of Alaska. 
The community' obtained five free articles and had two 
paid ads using the Temple interior. They read the na
tional script and had seven spot radio announcements. 
They had a display in a local department store win
dow and a two·week display at the local library. 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Bah! 'is presented a 
symposium on uWorld Religion the Foundation of World 
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Peace." Speakers were Rev. William Lewis of the Uni
tarian-Universalist Church, Rabbi Baruch Korff of 
Temple Israel, and Dr. Elizabeth Kidder-Ober of the 
Beverly Baha'] Assembly. Ruth Price Silva sang the 
traditional Yiddish melody, "Eili, Eili" and "The Lord's 
Prayer." 

The Michigan Regional Bulletin reported a number 
of meetings in that state. Detroit attracted seventy-five 
to hear Mrs. Ruth Moffet and forty came to a buffet sup
per the next night to hear her again. Kalamazoo had 
sixty-five (only nine of whom were Baha'is) to hear Mrs_ 
Stanley Bagley of Flint. Muskegon drew twenty to hear 
Mr. Bagley. Maysville and Port Huron reported about 
the same number to hear Richard Nolen. At Dearborn 
forty to fifty heard Mrs· George True. At Ann Arbor 
fifty-four heard Prof. Hootkins on the Jewish Faith, Mrs. 
Mattern on the Christian, Hassan RaIib on Islam, and 
Robert Gaines on the BaM'i Faith. Highland Park had 
thirty for a panel discussion on "'rhe Healing of the Na
tions." 

Two firesides grew out of the meeting in Niles, Mich
igan, entitled 'IThe Religions Do Agree." Personal con
tact, telephoning, mailings, and newspaper releases 
were used in preparation for the meeting. 

''World Religion in the Atomic Age" was Jon Failey's 
subject at the International House on the Michigan 
State College Campus at Lansing. Thirty people were 
present, half of them non-Baha'i. A seven~minute inter~ 
view was given over station WILS. 

Flint, Michigan, again had excellent publicity includ
ing thirteen free radio announcements? seven newspa~ 
per articles, fourteen posters, and a display of books and 
pamphlets just inside the door of the YWCA parlors. 
Richard Nolen spoke. Special music was given by Gloria 
and Paul Peters and three guests. 

At Boston one hundred heard Mrs. Elsa Blakeley of 
Eliot, Maine, and Rev. Donald Lothrop of the Boston 
Community Church. There were seventy-six at the Chi
cago Center to hear Leroy Ioas of the NSA. Milwaukee 
had one hundred and twenty-five to hear Rex King, and 
one hundred fifteen heard the same speaker that evening 
in Wauwatosa. San Diego, California, reported an at
iendance of eighty. Danville, Illinois, wrote of fifty, while 

ntoplay which remalDed a week ID ODe ., the windows ., the 
fam01f9, DuPont BuUdlnc In Wilmington, Dela.ware. 

Champaign-Urbana reported thirty-eight, of whom sev
enteen were inquirers. 

The public looks at the window display arranged tor World 
Religion Day by the Baha'is of Phoea:lx. Arkoua. 

World lIeII&ioa Day book dlspl&y In Ihe pnbllc Ubmry In 
Sa.n Diego, CallIomla. 
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TJpIcaI _'j 6_ shown ID .. baIf-hovr television __ 
by WDEL-TV, Wllmlngtmi, Delaware, JaDUary Ill, 1952, 

Teaehing by Television 
Two TV broadcasts were aired over Chicago stations 

this past year. The first was done through a contact 
made by the Chairman of the Chicago Baha'i Assem
bly, Lloyd Robinson, and he was interviewed on the 
Russ Davis show over WGNB, channel 7. The interview 
was on the Temple, and pictures of the Temple and one 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha were thrown on the screen. A known 
result was a letter which was read over the program a 
few days later, asking how a group of people from a 
neighboring town could make a tour of the Temple. 

On January 21st, chairman of the Chicago Public Re
lations Committee was interviewed about the Temple 
over the Kay Westfahl TV show, known as the Bob and 
Kay show. This was over WENR-TV channel 7. Immedi
ate result was the fine response of Baha'is and non
Baha'is alike who saw the show. Some Baha'is who did 
not own TV Bets went to neighliors and asked to see it, 
thus bringing the Faith to the attention of the neighbor. 
Others who had their own TV sets invited non-Baha'i 
friends in to see it. 

Another result is that we are invited to arrange for 
interviews for Convention guests, in April. 

'[he Geyserville Story 
Beloved friends: 

A. spirit of renewed enthusiasm and a sense of dedi
cation attended the reopening of the Baha'i Summer 
School at Geyserville, California in the summer of 1951. 
The school program which consisted of three two-week 
sessions from June 17 to July 28, was developed within 
the framework of the twc>-year plan of preparation. 

The classes were stimulating, and were designed to 
aid the student to become better integrated into the 
flow of Baha'i activity in the furtherance of the Divine 
Plan. All age groups were well represented, and special 
attention was given to children?s. classes. 

A spirit of true Baha'i fellowship prevailed throughout 
the season, and each day was well balanced with study, 
recreation and fellowship. A fitting climax to the ses
sions was a dramatic presentation of "'Where We Stand 

Today" centered on the Guardian's message: "The Spir
itual Conquest of the Planet." This was scheduled so 
that everyone at the school could attend. 

The Operating Committee made an excellent financial 
showing as revealed by the following statement: 

Total Receipts for the 1951 School Season .... $7,781.31 
Expenditures for the same period ......... '" 5,616.04 

Excess of Receipts over Expenditures ...... $2,165.27 
No capital expenditures were made, which attests 
to the industry and skill of the maintenance committee. 
Insurance costs (annual average) are .......• $ 445.00 
Real Estate Taxes (annual average) are .... $1,191.05 
We may look forward with confidence to the ever-

advancing role Geyserville will play in training Baha'is 
to meet, joyously and competently, their increasing op
portunities to serve our beloved Faith. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASS£MBLY 

Additional Radio Scripts 
Now Available 

The National Radio Committee has completed its plan
ned series of thirteen supplementary scripts to the year's 
work. The five final scripts in the series are now avail
able. They are as follows: 

No. 951-A special script for use by memhers of 
the Armed Forces, or in Military areas, 15 minute 
interview. 

No. 1051-A special script for use in interviews on 
women's programs, or in connection with women's 
clubs. 

No. 1ISl-General talk script on some of the basic 
teachings of the Fatih. 

No. 1251-General interview script on the fundamen
tal teachings of. the Faith and the need for such 
teachings at this time. 

No. 1351-General talk script based upon the Ad
ministrative Order of the Faith. How this social pat
tern supplies the spiritual dynamic necessary for the 
establishing of world stability and organic oneness. 
Address requests to William Sears, National Radio 

Committee, P. O. Box 556 West Chester, Pennsylvania. 
Send stamps, billS, or coins. Approximate cost for one 
script postage 9c, Airmail l8c. 

International Bureau 
The friends are informed that individual SUbscriptions 

can be taken out for copies of the news bulletin issued 
by the International Baha'i Bureau of Geneva. To sub
scribe, send $1.00 to the Bureau at 37 Quai Wilson, 
Geneva, Switzerland. The bulletin is edited by Mrs. 
Anne Lynch. 

A Kit of Talk Scripts Available 
A Kit of seven Talk Scripts, aver aging thirty min

utes each in length is now available at the cost of $1.00. 
The scripts were produced for specific Baha'i observ. 

ances, but are excellent material for use at any time. 
The Kit includes: 
"World Brotherhood Through World Religion" 
"The Birth of World Religion" 
'!World Religion-The Keystone of Education" 
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"World Religion-The Essential of World Unity" 
"Baba'u'llllh, The Promised One" . 
"World Religion-8ource of True Brotherhood" 
"New Life For the World" 

Available through National Projects Committee, 933 
Central Avenue, Wilmette, IDinois. 

Invitation to 
Green Acre Youth Camp 

Plans are well under way for another Youth Camp 
to be held at Green Acre June 22 to July 6, 1952. Last 
year the group of 58 youth and young adults who at
tended had a memorable two weeks of study, work, 
recreation, and fellowship. We plan to have a better 
program and larger group this year. 

The age range will be 14 years to 25 years. The rates 
will be very low and will cover the cost of food only. 
We hope to have Baha'! youth plus their friends from 
all parts of the country. Also, efforts will be made to 
invite youth from foreign lands so that our camp will 
again be international and inter-racial in character. 

There will be unique experience in community living 
and group consultation. So-please mark the dates on 
your calendar. 

For further information and reservations, write to 
Mrs. David S. Rube, Seq. Greenacre Youth Camp, 41 
Center Drive, Old Greenwich, Conn. 

Braille Kits for Contacts 
To meet the present need, Bah~.'i Service for the 

Blind has assembled a Kit of Braille pamphlets, con
sisting of "World Order Through World Faith." "The 
World Faith of Baha'u'll8b., a Summary, etc.," uCorn_ 
munion with God" and a Nme Inscriptions booklet. 
This Kit, priced at $2.00, makes an appropriate gift 
to a blind contact and should prove most useful for 
those Groups and Assemblies, who have blind inquirers 
attending their firesides. Further information regarding 
Baha'i literature for the blind will gladly be sent upon 
request. Remittance should accompany order to: 

Baha'i Service for the Blind, 616 North Oxford Ave., 
Los Angeles 4, Calif. 

In Memoriam 
Death proffereth unto every confident believer the 

cup that is life indeed. It bestoweth joy and i. the 
bearer of gladness. It conferreth the gift of everlasting 
life. 

Mrs. Margaret V. Lewis, West Chester, Pa. January 
29, 1952 

Mrs. Isabel Dingham, Temple City, Calif. January 
15, 1952 

Mr. Frank S. Mittvalsky, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Novem
ber 28, 1951 

Mrs. Nellie Hunt, Philadelphia, Pa. December, 1951 
Mr. Henry McAlear, Boston, Mass. February 18, 1952 

Marriages 
Eugene, are., Miss Bette Drymon to Mr. Wesley J. 

Duiker (non-Baha'I) December 28, 1951 
Fallbrook, Calif., Miss Mildred M. Pierce (non-Baha'I) 

to Mr. Ober F. Johnson (date not reported) 
Athens, Ga., Miss Dossie Lee Wootten to Mr. Jere 

C. Hathaway Augnst 13, 1951 
Pittsburgh, Pa., Miss Timi Brant to Mr. Paul Maxwell 

• (non-Baha'!) November, 1951 
Berwyn, ill., Miss Edna Gerald to Mr. James Part

ridge (non-Baha'i) (date not reported) 
Santa Fe, New Meslco, Miss Barbara lves to Mr. 

Allen H. Judson (non-BaM'i) (date not reported) 
Little Rock, Ark., Miss Marcella Adams (non-Balui'i) 

to Mr. Phillip White February 9, 1952. 
~chorage, Alaska, Mrs. Donna Kimura to Mr. Nor

man Burroughs (non-Baha'i) March 4, 1951 
Sheboygan, Wis., Mrs. Esther Wallner to Mr. Ernest 

L. Solterman (non-Baha'i) November 19, 1951 
Colorado Springs, Colo., Mrs. Joy Gr:iffi.th to Mr. 

Alfred Kenneway (non-Bah6 'i) September 29, 1951 

Directory Additions and Changes 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 

Pasadena, Calif. 
Mrs. Katrina Valentine, Sec'y. 
494 S. Hudsoo Ave. 

South Gate, Calif. 
Miss Mary Ellen Reese, Sec 'y. 
9313 Dearborn Ave. 

Waterloo, New York 
Mr. John Leonard, Sec'y. 
Box 187 

Due to the change in Los Angeles County, of Town
ships to Judicial Districts, and some changes in bounda

. ries, the names of the following Local Spiritual Assem
blies have been changed as follows: 

Altadena Twp. is now Pasadena JUdlcial District 
Beverly Hills Twp. is now Beverly Hills Judicial 

District 
Glendale Twp. is now Glendale Judicial District 
San Gabriel Twp. is now Alhambra Judicial District 
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Messages from the Guardian 

The Guardian's Message 
to the 1952 National Convention. 

Soul stirred, heart uplifted (by) recollection (of) 
events signalizing (the) twelve month period preceding 
(the) fateful year destined (to) witness (the) consum
mation (of) series (of) plans formulated (by) Baba'i 
National Assemblies (of) five continents, as well as (the) 
inauguration (of the) second, glorious Jubilee (of the) 
Baha'i Dispensation. (The) irresistible march (of the) 
Faith marked simultaneously (by the) steady consoli
dation (of) its administrative institutions (and the) 
rapid enlargement (of its) limits. No less (than) eighteen 
countries (have been) enrolled, raising (the) total num
ber (within) its orbit (to) (one) hundred twenty-four. 
Langoages (in which) Baba'i literature (is) printed (or 
is) being translated (are) now ninety, including twelve 
African laoguages. (The) vast proces s (of the) rise 
(and) establishment (of the) World Center (of the) Faith 
(has been) accelerated. Contingents (of) Hands (of the) 
Cause (have been) successively appointed (in) every 
continent (of the) globe, five (of) whom (are) shoulder
ing responsibilities (in the) Holy Land. (The) Inter
national Baha'i Council (has been) enlarged (and) 
officers designated. 

(An) interview (was) accorded (by), (and) literature 
presented (to the) Israel Prime Minister (in the) course 
(of his) Americao visit (by) representatives (of the) 
American National Assembly. Eighteen plots, (a) 
twenty-two thousand square meter area, (have been) 
added (to the) International Baha'i endowments (on the) 
slopes (of) Carmel. Government survey concluded 
paving (the) way (for the) acquisition (of) over (one) 
hundred forty thousand square meters (of) property (in 
the) precincts (of the) Most Holy Tomb (at) Babji. (The) 
design (for the) Mashriqu'l-A@kar (on) Carmel, con
ceived (by the) President (of the) International Baha'i 
Council, completed. Privileges, exemption already 
accorded Baba'i Holy Places (in) Israel (by) Ministry 
(of) Finaoce extended (to) 'Abdu'l-Baba's Home, East
ern (and) Western Pilgrim Houses. Pilgrimages (to) 
World Center (of the) Faith resumed following decade 
(of) external hostilities (and) internal disturbaoces 
agitating (the) Holy Land. Eight piers, designed (to) 
support (the) thousand ton superstructure (of the) Bab's 
Sepulchure constructed. Successive contracts, totalling 
approo<imately forty-seven thousand dollars, (for the) 
construction (of the) structural work (and the) erection 
(of the) Octagoo signed, culminating (in the) completion 
(of the) first uuit (of the) superstructure, (and the) 
raising (of) eight pinnacles, constituting (the) second 
crown (of the) Holy Edifice. Preparations (to) build 
(the) Drum, (the) foundation unit (of the) golden Dome 
(of the) Sepulchre commenced. 

Octagon of the Shrine of lb. Bab, MI. Carmel, sbowIDg 
completed pinnacles. Mareh. 1952. 

Twin pillars (of the) future House (of) Justice erected 
(in) Central (and) South America, additional pillar 
projected (for) Europe uniting (the) heart (and) south 
(of the) continent. 

Preliminary measures initiated (for the) convocation 
(of) f?ur intercontinental conferences (in the) African, 
AmerIcan, European (and) Asiatic continents, involv
iog (the) participation (of) twelve National Spiritual 
Assemblies, designed alike (to) befittingly celebrate 
(the) Centenary (of the) Year Nioe (and to) launch ten 
year crusade destined "(to) culminate (in the) Most 
Great Jubilee. 

Two year plan (of the) Baba'i community (of the) 
British Isles formally launched (on the) African con
tinent through (the) dispatch (of) pioneers (to the) 
virgio territories (of) Tanganyika, Uganda, (and the) 
Gold Coast, (has been) reinforced (by the) assignment 
(of) Liberia (to the) American, Somaliland, Nyasaland 
(and) North Rhodesia (to the) Persiao, Zanzibar (and) 
Madagascar (to the) Indian, (and) Libya (and) Algeria 
(to the) Egyptian, National Assemblies, raiSing (the) 
number (of) States (and) Dependencies already soon 
(to be) opened (to the) Faith (to) twenty-five. 

First fruits garnered comprise purchase (of) seven
teen thousand dollar Haziratu'l-Qud. (in) Kampala, 
settlement (of) Persian, American, British, Egyptian 
(and) Portuguese pioneers (in) Liberia, North Rhodesia, 
Angola, Libya, Spanish Morocco (and) Mozambique, 
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inauguration (of) teaching classes, public meetings (and) 
firesides, enrollment (of) several native Africans be
longing (to the) Teso, Yao, Buganda (and) Mutoco tribes, 
(and the) formation (of) Spiritual Assemblies (in) 
Kampala (and) Dar-es-Salaam. 

European Teaching campaign, exceeding fondest 
hopes, stimulated successively (by) convocation (of the) 
fourth European Teaching Conference (in) Scheviningen, 
representative (of) twenty-one countries, (the) first 
Ibenan Conference (in) Madrid, (the) third Swiss Con
ference (in) Bern, (the) first Italian Conference (in) 
Rome, (the) first Benelux Conference (in) Brussels (and 
the) establishment (of) headquarters (in) Amsterdam, 
Brussels, Luxembourg-Ville, Bern (and) Lisbon. 

(The) process (of) consolidation (of the) Faith stimu
la ted (by the) recognition (of) BaM '\ Holy Days (by 
the) Superintendent (of) Public Schools (in) Kenosha, 
Superintendent Sebool (in) Milwaukee, (and) Rhode 
Island State Department (of) Civil Service, Baba'i 
marriage certificate (by) civil authorities (of) Indian
apolis, authorization by Adjutant General (of) Baba'i 
identification (for) believers serving (in) U.S. Armed 
Forces. 

Baba'i administrative centers steadily multiplying (in) 
Hijaz, Yemen, Bahrayn, Kowait, Qatar, Dubai, Masgat, 
Aden, heralding convocation (of) historic Baba'i Con
vention (in the) Arabian Peninsula, destined (to) cul
minate (in the) erection (of a) pillar (of the) Universal 
House (of) Justice (in the) midmost heart (of the) 
Islamic world. 

(The) nineteen' month plan, formulated (by the) 
National Spiritual Assembly (of the) Indian subcontinent 
(and) Burma, aiming among other things (at the) intro
duction (and) consolidation (of the) Faith (in the) 
capital cities (of) Nepal, Siam, Indo-Chlna, Malaya, 
Indonesia (and) Sarawak. 

Ties binding International BaM'i Community (to) 
United Nations reinforced (by) official participation (of) 
Baha'i delegates (in) regional Non-Governmental Con
ferences (in) Istanbul, Managua, Den Passar, Paris 
(and) Lawrence, Kansas, Historic site (of) House 
occupied (by) Baha'u'llah (in) Istanbul (has been) 
partly purchased, (and) investigations conducted (for 
the) acquisition (of) similar sites associated (with the) 
exile (of the) Founder (of the) F ai th (in) Adrianople. 

Northern outposts (of the) Faith reinforced (by the) 
settlement (of) pioneers (in) Edgedes Minde, Green
land, (and in) Yellowknife, Canadian North Western 
Territories. 

Last (but) not least, (the) internal ornamentation (of 
the) Mother Temple (01 the) West (has been) termi
nated (and) design adopted, funds allocated (by the) 
Temple Trustees (for the) landscaping (of) its im
mediate surroundings, constituting (the) final step (for) 
its approaching Jubilee. Appeal American Baba'i com
munity standing (on) threshold (of) concluding year (of) 
second Seven Year Plan, traversing (the) last stage 
(of the) austerity period, confronted (by the) approach
ing centenary (of the) darkest, bloodiest episode (in) 
Baha'i history, associated (with the) nation-wide holo
caust (of) Tahirihts martyrdom, Baha'u'llilh's imprison
ment (in the) Siyab-Chal (in) Tibran, (to) arise (and) 
scale still loftier heights (of) self-sacrifice (and) efface 
(the) deficit (in the) National Fund. Address in particu
lar fervent plea (to) brace itself (to) play (a) prepon
derating role (in the) impending world crusade, which 

(the) world community, utilizing (the) agencies (at 
the) divinely-appointed world administrative order, (is) 
preparing (to) launch, amidst (the) deepening shadows 
(of) world crisis (in) execution (of) 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
world-encircling p~an (and) subsequent unfoldment (of) 
world civilization, (the) ultimate attainment (at the) 
supreme objective, (the) illumination (and) redemption 
(of the) whole world. 

Advise share message National Assemblies East (and) 
West. 

(signed) SBOam 
(Received April 23, 1952) 

-NATIONAL SPmlTuAL AsSEMBLY 

Guardian AnnoUnce8 Joyful News 
of Land Acquired on Mount Carmel 

Anoounce (to) National Assemblies (of) East (and) 
West joyful news (of) final implementation (of) agree
ment (with) Israel authorities involving acquisition, 
against payment (of) hundred eighteen thousand dollars, 
(of) eighteen plots, approximately six acres, (in) pre
cincts (of) Bab's Sepulcbre. 

(The) historic process (of) establishment (of) inter
national Baha'i endowments (on) Mount Carmel, in
evitably held (in) abeyance (for) fifty years after (the) 
inception (of the) Faith, initiated (on the) morrow (of) 
Baha'u'llah's Ascension, through (the) purchase, (in 
the) course (of) 'Abdu'I-Baba's ministry, (of a) limited 
number (of) plots (in the) immediate surroundings (of 
the) newly erected Tomb (in the) heart (of the) Moun
tain of God, (and) greatly accelerated through (the) 
purchase (of) extensive properties following (the) Mas
ter's passing, necessitated (by the) unprecedented in
flux (of) immigrants (to the) Holy Land, (is) now 
further reinforced, raising (the) total area owned (on 
the) slopes (of the) Holy Mountain (to) almost fifty 
acres. 

Desire (to) acknowledge (the) indefatigable efforts 
exerted (by the) first western Baha'i pilgrim since 
opening (of the) door (of) pilgrimage, Lawrence Hautz, 
in hastening (the) successful termination (of the) pro
tracted negotiations (with the) civil authorities (of 
the) Holy Land. 

Haifa, Israel 
April 3, 1952 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 

(Signed) S.IOCm 

The importance of this news cannot be exaggerated. 
The eighteen plots, equalling. about six acres, and bring
ing the Bah .. 'i holdings on Mount Carmel to almost fifty 
acres, are infinitely more precious to the Faith than 
the most expensive parts of any of the great capital 
cities of the world. For there, on those slopes1 and there 
alone, can arise the great Institutions through which the 
Faith of Baha'u'llah will, in future years, demonstrate 
its power and right to establish justice and order 
throughout the earth. 

The Guardian's plans could be interrupted, deferred, 
or altered for lack of land at the World Center. Let us 
rejoice that the incomparable leader has found it possi
ble to secure this strategic area to Baha'i use for all 
time. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 
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Shoghl Effendi's Eulogy 
of William Sutherland Maxwell 

With sorrowful heart announce through National As
semblies Hand (of) Cause (of) Baha'u'llah, highly es
teemed, dearly beloved, Sutherland Maxwell, (has been) 
gathered (into the) glory (of the) Abhil Kingdom. (His) 
saintly life, extending well nigh four score years, en
riched (during the) course (of) 'Abdu'l-Baha's mioistry 
(by) services (in the) Dominion of Canada, ennobled 
(during) Formative Age (of) Faith (by) decade (of) 
services (in) Holy Land, during darkest days (of) my 
life, doubly honored through association (with the) 
crown (of) martyrdom won (by) May Maxwell (and) 
incomparable bonor bestowed (upon) bis daughter, at
tained consummation through his appointment (as) ar
chitect (of the) Arcade (and) Superstructure (of the) 
Bab's Sepulchre as well as elevation (to the) front 
rank (of) (the) Hands (of) Cause (of) God. Advise all 
National Assemblies (to) hold befitting memorial gath
erings particularly (in the) Maflbriqu'l-Ac,!!!kilr (in) Wil
mette (and in the) J:Ia~atu'l-Quds in) Tibran. 

Have instructed Hands (of) Cause (in) United States 
(and) Canada, Horace Holley (and) Fred Schopfiocher 
(to) attend (as) my representatives (the) funeral (in) 
Montreal. Moved (to) name after him (the) southern 
door (of) Bab's Tomb (as) tribute (to) his services (to) 
second holiest Shrine (of the) Baha'i world. (The) 
mantle (of) Hand (of) Cause now falls (upon the) 
shoulders (of) his distinguished daughter, Amalu'I-Baha 
Riihiyyib, who (bas) already rendered (and is) still 
rendering manifold no less meritorious self-sacrificing 
services (at) World Center (of) Faith (of) Baha'u'llilh. 

Haifa, Israel 
March 26, 1952 

Dear Baha'i' Friends: 

(signed) SHoom 

The passing of Mr. William Sutherland Maxwell re
moves from the Baha'i Community an international 
figure, a distinguisbed follower of Baha'u'llilh-father of 
the Guardian's wife and architect of the superstructure 
of the Shrine of the Bab. His monument will stand 
forever on Mount Carmel in his masterly design for the 
Sepulchre rising at the very heart of the World Center 
of the Faith, the object of devotion, reverence and 
pilgrimage through ages to come. 

Funeral services were conducted at Montreal by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Canada on Saturday, 
March 29, 1952, followed by interment in a cemetery on 
a slope over looking the city. The Guardian directed two 
Hands of the Cause, Fred Scbopfiocher and Horace 
Holley, to attend the funeral as his representatives. 

In accordance with Guardian's wishes, the National 
Assembly selected Saturday evening, April 26, during 
the Convention period, as the time for the National 
memorial gathering. 

Correction of the Guardian's Cable 
Word has come from the Guardian through his Sec

retary that the cable dated February 29 is to be cor
rected as follows: 

The words "Faith (of) Baha'u'IUh, (are) destined" 
should read "Faith (of) Baha'u'llilh, (and) destined;" 
the words "Baha'i world, now recruited (from)" should 
read ,jBaha'i world, (are) now recruited (from)." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Detan of one of the stones 01 u.e pinnacles 
of the octa.gon of the Shrine. 

National Spiritual Assembly 
.As We Bahii'is Enter The Year of Jubilee 
Beloved Friends: 

UThe historic significance of this period cannot be 
over-estimated." In this thrilling phrase of the Guardian 
we American Baha'is find a keynote creating harmony of 
purpose and strengthening of effort as we draw near to 
the Holy Year, the anniversary of the Year Nine, mark
ing the Centenary of the assumption ot His Prophetic 
Mission by the Author of our Faith. 

Each of us now has in the pamphlet "World Order 
Unfolds" Shoghi Effendi's annotmcement of the world
encircling plan which quickens our souls to new life and 
confers upon the Baha'i World CommtUlity its most 
sacred and challenging crusade. 

Prayerfully studying the Guardian's successive mes
sages, the National Spiritual Assembly has established 
the foundation for success in achieving the goals set by 
destiny as America's contribution to the spiritual con
quest of the planet and the redemption of mankind. In 
this first communication to the friends since the Con
vention, the Assembly seeks to outline the pattern of 
action which embraces every American Baha'i, adult 
and youth, and every Baha'i institution existing in our
privileged and blessed community. 
Personal Consecration 

How lovingly t how wisely, how sacrificially, the Mys
tery of God, 'Abdu'l-Baha, poured forth the waters of the· 
Holy Spirit to generate in our souls the power of a 
mature, an active faith! Now is the harvest-time of His' 
seed-sowing throughout our land-the· gathering of the 
fruits of that most glorious, heavenly Spring! The first, 
the greatest, the essential element of the Year of Jub
ilee is our personal consecration as followers of 
Baha'ullah. From Him comes the irresistible potencY 
for the world crusade, seeking humble believers and 
lovers of God to employ as instruments for His divine 
purpose. 

Dear friends, in the stillness of our hearts and the
solitude of our chambers, let us practice day by day an 
intensity of prayer and meditation which will burn away 
everything that separ a tes us from God, exalt us to the 
supreme bliss of devotion, a:nd give to every weak and: 
faltering soul the strength of the victorious! 
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lubilee Celebrations 
A Jubilee Committee has been at work for weeks on a 

program 10 assure a most befitting celebration of the 
event marking the birth of the Mission of Baha·u'llah. 
When its program is announced the local communities 
will find inspiration and guidance for a series of Nineteen 
Day Feasts and material for public meetings; and all 
believers will be invited to attend the National Jubilee 
Celebration to be carried out during the Ric;ivan period 
of 1953. 
remple Dedication 

Work has also been carried on by a committee in 
preparation of the public dedication of the Bahi>.'i House 
of Worship in Ric;ivan, 1955, when, with the completion 
of the landscape design, our blessed Temple will at last 
fully proclaim to the world the coming of the Promised 
One and summon all peoples to meet together in the 
oneness of Divine Revelation. For that prophetic day, 
the beginning of the final triumph of the Faith, how 
many loyal and ardent believers, for how many years, 
have given of their heart and their substance that the 
Master's passionate longing might some day be fulfilled. 

Work began on the landscaping Tuesday, April 29, 
1952. The plans for dedication will be reported to you 
durtng the coming months. 
Four Intercontinental Teaching Conferences 

The Ric;ivan period, and the days immediately there· 
after, of the Holy Year 1952-1953, offer the American 
BahA'i a supreme experience. During one continuous 
visit at Wilmette he can attend the Forty·Fifth Annual 
Convention~ the dedication of the House of Worship, the 
public meetings in celebration of Jubilee, and the ses
sions of one of the four Intercontinental Teaching Con .. 
ferences called by the Guardian, through which the 
Baha'is of East and West will undertake plans to estab
lish the Faith of Baha'u'llith throughout the world, 
during the ten years separating the Jubilee of 1953 from 
the Great Jubilee of 1963, when the Cause of God will be 
tmi versally spread. 

Baha'is from other lands will come as guests and visit-. 
ors. Wilmette, in April and May, 1953, will become a 
great center of international Baha'i consecration and 
action. 

But all these blessings are dependent on our determin
ation to meet our teaching obligations in our own land. 
A National Teaching Plan 

"They must rise and labor- as never before," the 
Guardian wrote through his secretary concerning the 
American Baha'is on November 23, 1951. 

Appalled by our shortcomings in the realm of teaching, 
the National Assembly developed and submitted to 
Shoghi Effendi for approval a new committee arrange
ment for national teaching work. When this was ap
proved, an American National Teaching Committee was 
appointed in order to prepare a teaching appeal and 
plan to present at the Convention. 

This has been brilliantly done. We are now in a new 
teaching era and the National Assembly proclaims the 
plan and the appeal to the entire American Baha'i Com
munity as essential to the success of our very destiny 
in the Cause of God. 

Here are the goals:-
1. Complete rededication to America's Spiritual Mis

sion on the part of all Baha'is and Assemblies. 
2. Concerted effort to carry out the injunction of 

'Abdu'I·Baha that each believer "try to lead one soul to 

the right path" each year. Our theme and individual 
goal: Each one win. one. 

S. Extend the Faith beyond Fairbanks (Alaska) and 
nearer the arctic Circle-an unfinished task of the second 
Seven Year Plan. 

4. Consolidate and extend teaching activities among 
the Indians of the United States-another unfinished 
task of the second Seven Year Plan. 

5. Extend teaching activities among all groups of 
people so as to reinforce the representative character 
of the American BahAJi Community. 

Under the new arrangement, the Area and Regional 
Teaching Committees become executive arms of the 
National Teaching Committee for the consolidation of 
the Baha'i community; the local Assemblies are in
cluded actively in the plan through extension teaching 
projects, regional conferences and the spirit of active 
cooperation. Other National Committees will contribute 
materials as needed for proclamation of the Faith 
through public meetings, publicity, radio, television, 
etc. 

When regional inter-community meetings are called
l 

for presentation of reports by Convention delegates or 
teaching plans, the believers are urged to attend and 
take an active part. 

Whole-hearted consecration to this teaching effort is 
essential to the success of the Guardian's entire world 
plan. The source of the strength needed to achieve this 
glorious vision lies in a great increase in the number 
of American Baha'is. 

The Annual Budget 
Analyzing all the acti vi ties and functions for which we 

are collectively responsible this year, the National 
Assembly has adopted a Budget amounting to $475,000. 
The items composing this total are presented in the 
insert accompanying this issue of Baha'i News. 

As set forth in the Resolve Plan accompanying the 
Budget, the National Assembly is convinced that 
$150,000 will be contributed through regular contribu· 
tions, from local Assemblies, groups and isolated be
lievers, and that the balance, $325,000, will be contri
buted directly to the National Treasurer by individual 
Baha'is under the Resolve Plan. 

This Baha'i year is crucial. It brings us to such a 
glorious consummation as the public dedication of our 
House of Worship, to such a Mystery as the anniversary 
of the Year Nine, to such an opportunity of consecration 
for daily teaching and material sacrifice as comes to no 
other body of people on earth today. 

As the Guardian has written: 
"No sacrifice can be deemed too great, no expend· 

iture of material resources, no degree of renunciation 
of worldly benefits, comforts and pleasures, can be 
regarded as excessive when we recall the precious 
blood that flowed, the many lives that were snuffed out, 
the wealth of material possessions that were plundered 
during these most tumultuous and cataclysmic years of 
the Heroic Age of our Faith." 

May these plans and consider a tions be widely dis
cussed among the friends. Let us communicate our 
spirit of devotion and understanding to others in the 
Baha'i community. Let us be united in consecration and 
sacrifice; and may His Spirit guide us all along the path 
to the very end! 

-NATlONAL SPIR1T1.1AL ASSEMBL'f 
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"Consecrated to Teaching" 
The reason we are not achieving our goals on the 

home front is because the friends are concentrating on 
so many things that there is little time for teaching. This 
must be reversed. The friends-each and every one-
must be consecrated to teaching-and other things of 
lesser importance fall into their proper position. Con
secration is the attitude and motive power of the indi
vidual in the teaching field. His whole interest and 
activity of life must be to teach the Faith. Complete 
dedication and consecration to teaching are the essential 
elements necessary now to gain the goals. The Guardian 
said if the friends gain that ideal condition and arise and 
act and teach such acts will become the magnet at~ 

tracting the confirmation of Baha'u'llah. The Hosts of 
the Supreme Concourse are suspended between earth 
and heaven-and will rush to the aid of whoever arises 
in the name of the Lord and spreads the Message and 
confirms the souls-but consecration is necessary. 

Every Baba'! must teach. He must continuously give 
the message and then follow up his contacts. This 
teaching work includes the living of a life of service as 
well as speaking. One real genuine act of love and kind
ness may confirm a soul, just as teaching Or studying 
from a book. Movement and action is necessary. Every 
Baha'! must be a dispenser of the Water of Life. He 
must teach at all times. It is the source of spiritual life 
of the giver as well as the receiver. Each person 
should hold in his home a fireside at least once in 19 
days to which he invites his contacts and friends. These 
individual firesides lead to study classes. Individuals 
must arise to teach-and go to all parts of the country. 
Individuals should be encouraged to arise. Circuits for 
teachers should be arranged for individuals by the 
National Teaching Committee, etc. (A great forward 
surge is needed-so the Hosts of Heaven may lift Amer
ica into the spiritual life promised by the Master). The 
Guardian even spoke of the "dispersal" of the Baha'is to 
new areas to raise the Call of the Kingdom-to assist 
weak areas-and build new assemblies. The day of the 
settler and pioneer in America is not over. It is as vital 
as previously, if not more so. It is the duty of the 
National Teaching Committee and its auxiliary area 
and regional committees to .stimulate the individual 
Baha'is to teach-so the individuals may make a supreme 
effort and sacrifice to teach. The National Teaching 
Committee mmt develop for collective action strong, 
vigorous teaching plans so committees and assemblies 
may join actively and play their parts and support the 
intensive work of the individuals. Such activities should 
include publicizing the Faith, through the press, radio, 
television-suitable public meetings, etc. But the im
portant thing is to teach. 

The Guardian feels firesides on the part of all indi
viduals very important--each Baha'i must bring in at 
least one Baha'i a year as called for by the Master, so 
many years ago. We have failed heretofore---we must 
not fail now. Complete consecration to teaching on the 
part of each individual is necessary. 

The Guardian feels so strongly about teaching that 
he stated the propagation of the Faith is perhaps the 
most important of all the phases of the Guardianship-

even more important than directing the administrative 
order-which he feels is now so developed locally and 
nationally that it should be the channel through which 
the creative forces of the Faith can more effectively 
be spread to the world.-Leroy C. Ioas (excerpts from 
letter written to the National Spiritual Assembly from 
Haifa, March 25, 1952) 

Requisites for Teaching 
The supreme requisite for teaching the Cause of God 

is a deep awareness on the part of every believer that 
he is a party to the Covenant of God. In taking this 
Covenant, he agreed to do whatsoever has been com
manded by the Lord of the Covenant, Baha'u'llah, and 
by the Center, 'Abdu'l-Bahil! 

" ... according to the irrefutable texts," wrote 
~Abdu'l-BahA, "He has taken from us a firm covenant 
that we may live and act in accord with the divine 
exhortations, commands and lordly teachings." 

Tablet. of 'Abdu'l-Balui, Vol. 1, p. 42. 
One of the oft repeated commandments of Baha'u'Uah 

and 'Abdu'l-Baha, revoiced by our Guardian, is to teach 
the Cause of God. 

"Teach ye the Cause of God, 0 people of Baba," 
wrote BahA'u'llah, IIfar God hath prescribed unto every 
one the duty of proclaiming His Message, and regardetb 
it as the most meritorious of all deeds." 

01. p. 278. 
The next essential is "belief in the Center of the Mas

ter's Covenant (at present, Shoghi Effendi) and love 
for him are the shield and sword of a Baba'!' He can 
cOliquer with them, without them he is defenseless." 

Teaching Problem., Rui).iyyib KhiInwn, p. 5 

An all important requirement is a firm conviction in 
the efficacy of the Baba'! message: that it is the one and 
only solution for the many, varied and complex prob
lems which afflict humanity today. 

There is, also, the great need for the believer to 
exemplify in his daily life the high standard of conduct 
set for ail humanity in the teachings of Baha'u'Uah, 
and thereby demonstrate that world reform is possible 
through the reformation of the character of the indivi
dual. 

"The companions of God," Baha'u'llilh HimseH de
clared, "are, in this day, the lump that must leaven the 
peoples of the world. They must show forth such trust.. 
worthiness, such truthfulness and perserverance, such 
deeds and character that all mankind may profit by 
their example." A.D.J. p. 19. 

liThe betterment of the world, It is yet another state
ment, "can be accomplished through pure and goodly 
deeds, through commendable and seemly conduct." 

A.D.J. p. 20. 

The kindly approach in teaching the Faith is yet 
another necessity and the most impressive way to broach 
the subject of our Faith to a person. 

"Endeavor to become the cause of the attraction of 
souls," wrote 'Abdu'l-Baha) rather than to enforce 
minds. U ••• Show what love is, what kindness is, 
what true severance is and generosity. This is the im
portant thing to do. . . . .. P .U.P. p. 2M. 

"How often, how very often, 'Abdu'l-Baha greeted 
people with, "are you well, are you happy?" His loving 
interest reached out and surrounded them like sun
shine. This sincere concern for an interest in the person 
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you confront is the greatest teactung technique in the 
whole world and nothing will ever surpas sit." 

Teaching Problems, RUlJiyyih Khanum, p. 6. 

One way to keep the listener's interest is to show a 
deep respect for his beliefs and convictions, no matter 
whether they are orthodox or liberal, strange or radi
cal. If the Baha'I shows surprise or astonishment at his 
listener's pet beliefs·, he may at the very outset become 
estranged and lose all desire to learn more about the 
Faith. 

In order to keep a sympathetic atmosphere in the 
early stages of teaching the Faith, one should avoid, 
a. far as possible, all points of difference and seek 
points of contact. This can best be done by learning of 
the beliefs, interests, problems and hobbies of the pupil. 

It will, also, take some time for the interested person, 
even after he becomes a believer, to forsake a life 
time of theories, beliefs and convictions. Here great 
patience is necessary until the former ideas have been 
supplanted by the truths as found in the Faith; this 
change will come as a result of time, study and growth, 
varying with the capacity of the person. 

An obvious need is that the Baha'i must have people 
to teach. As every believer is limited in the number of 
friends and acquaintances in his own circle, this fact 
makes it clear that he must go where he is likely to 
find those receptive to his message. The humanitarian 
groups, social and service clubs offer a good field, also, 
women's and men's clubs and organizations. 

Lastly, one of the most important requirements for 
teaching is the sense of profound responsibility the be
liever holds as a Baha'i: that he has a moral duty 10 
humanity and in this matter, he dares not fail. 

"To fail in one's moral duty to humanity these days," 
wrote RUlJiyyih lQIanum, "is a heavy failure. How 
would we like to be without the Cause today? Where 
would we see any hope, any real security ahead in the 
future? Bow could we live without that sense of near
ness to God and understanding of His ways which our 
teachings confer as their greatest blessing? Can any 
of us feel he can receive such a bounty and yet withhold 
it from others, rest quiescent in his own inner sense of 
security and leave others untaught and unbelped in 
these disastrous days the world is passing through?" 

Teaching Problems, RuJ:tiYYih Khanum, p. 8. 
-NATIONAL SPIRITuAL ASSEMBLY 

Convention Mes8USe to The Guardian 
Delegates stirred (to) depths (by) your inspiring mes

sage. Eternally grateful (for) your untiring efforts (in) 
fashionjng necessary agencies guaranteeing success (of) 
Master's Divine Plan. Humbly beseech your prayers 
(10) strengthen (our) resolve (10) fulfil (our) obliga
tion. Deeply appreciate historic opportunity (and) priv
ilege (of) participating (in) unprecedented World Cru
sade. Warmest love from assembled friends. 

-FORTY-Fol.lRTH ANNUAL CoNVENTION 

Guardian's Reply to Convention M""lIIIge 
Deeply appreciate message. Ardently supplicating 

blessings (for) noble resolve (to) discharge sacred re
sponsibilities fulfil mission. 

Cable received April 27, 1952 

Balun News for 
Agenda of Nineteen Day Feast 
Dear Baha'i Friends: 

As we American believers today find ourselves chal
lenged by mighty tasks of such moment that human 
destiny is the central issue. let us from time to time 
re-examine the sources of our inspiration, our guidance 
and our unified action in the Teachings and in the 
Order of the Faith. 

For example, consider the Nineteen Day Feast in 
the light of the Master's words: "The Nineteen Day 
Feast was inaugurated by the Bab and ratified by 
Baha'u'liah in His Holy Book the Aqdas, so that people 
may gather together and outwardly show fellowship 
and love, that the Divine mysteries may be disclosed." 

What a priceless bounty to a distracted world! For. 
if we are faithful 10 this purpose, the Nineteen Day 
Feast will reinforce our weak human powers and as
sociate our united spirits with the Holy Spirit itself. 

Perhaps the statement is true if we say that Baha'is 
do not Jail in relation to their tasks but in ·relation to 
their opportunities. That is, the task becomes insuper
able whenever we neglect the spiritual forces and agen
cies created by God for the very purpose of raising up 
and training a people to accomplish just such tasks as 
have come to us! 

Do we attend regularly, keeping our appointment·with 
the Holy Spirit? Do we aUend in devotion, ardor, unity, 
and sacrifice? Does the Feast not only offer us the 
flame of prayer and meditation but also the challenge 
of an agenda which comes to grips with the vital Baha'i 
matters arising from our local, our national and our 
world community? 

In the "Order of Business for the Consultation Pe
riod" (The BaM'i Community, pages 29-31) we find 
this statement: "A maUer of vital importance at this 
meeting is consideration of national and international 
Baha'i affairs, to strengthen the capacity of the com
munity to cooperate in promotion of the larger Baha'i 
interests and to deepen the understanding of all be
lievers concernlng the relation of the local community 
to the Baha'i World Community." 

For now, all isolation, provincialism and separateness 
is abolished for Baha'is. Though we live in a small vil
lage, our spiritual concerns are universal, bringing us 
in contact with the plans and directions of the Guardian 
and the unfoldment of events throughout the great in
ternational body the Baha'is have become. Local Bahll'i 
activities are aspects of universal Baha'i activities when
ever they arise above personality and become imbued 
with the majestic sweep of the ultimate goal. 

How to become imbued with this majesty and magna
nimity? One path we can all tread 10 this attainment 
is through consultation and discussion of the contents 
of the successive copies of Baha'i News. 

Let us realize that the Guardian, through his letters 
and cables, is a contributor to Baha'i News - the 
various National Spiritual Assemblies are contributors 
-the national committees which sustain work of vital 
importance in the United States, in Europe and in 
Africa-these, too, share with every community and 
every believer the thrilling story of the conquests they 
are making in the Name of Baha'u'Il3.h! 
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What newspaper or magazine on earth has such con
tributors, such a mission, such an exalted aim as the 
News Letters published throughout the Baha'i World? 

Therefore, the National Assembly, now, at the thresh
old of our new world era, 1953-1963, stresses these facts 
and allows the facts themselves to arrest the attention 
and capture the interest of all local Assemblies, all 
groups which conduct Feasts and all Baha'is whose 
right and privilege it is to join with other believers at 
the Nineteen Day Feasts. "Because the members of 
the world of humanity are unable to exist without being 
banded together, cooperation and helpfulness is the 
basis of human society." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Report 10 the Friends 
The meeting held February 22, 23 and 24 was the 

eleventh meeting of the National Spiritual Assembly 
since the 1951 Convention. Its transactions are recorded 
in fifth-three pages of minutes, pI us four annexes cov
ering fifteen pages. The resolutions adopted are num
bered from 1577 to 1703, or 126 votes passed during 
the meeting. 

'Ihree conferences were held, with Lt. and Mrs. 
Davenport, recently returned from Japan, with Mr. 
and Mrs. Rex Collison, en route as pioneers to Mrica, 
and with members of the National Projects Committee. 

A cablegram from the Guardian recorded in these 
minutes approved the teaching plan submitted to Shoghi 
Effendi from the previous meeting, thus clarifying and 
authorizing the appointment of an American National 
Teaching Committee as the basis of teaching work 
throughout the United States during the Bah€> 'I year 
to come. 

A draft of a constitution for the National Assemblies 
of Latin America, compiled from the two constitutions 
prepared separately by the two National Spiritual As
semblies, was forwarded to the Guardian for his final 
approval. 

The treasurer IS report showed that as of January 31 
the budget requirements have exceeded cash receipts 
by $59,781, and action was taken to appeal for extra 
donations to the end of the current Baha'i year. A 
letter to be sent local Assemblies and Regional Teach
ing Committees was drafted. 

A surplus of $400 was received from the Sales Com
mittee as a result of its operations this year. 

The drafts of letters to be sent the President and 
to Justice Douglas were approved. These conveyed the 
Assembly's appreciation of the President's plea for re
ligious unity and of the book written by Justice Douglas 
expressing his views of the relations of East and West, 

A report was submitted for the executors of Mr. 
Wilhelm's estate. Due to erroneous press stories, ac
tion was taken to prepare a statement for Baha'l News 
giving the true facts. 

A report was also submitted concerning the estate 
of Mrs. Ruhaniyyfu Latimer, under which a bequest is 
to come to the National Assembly. 

A report was presented concerning the estate of Mrs. 
Ella G. Cooper, under whose will a memorial to Mrs. 
Helen Goodall is to be constructed by the San Fran
cisco Assembly in the form of a local administrative 
headquarters. 

Manuscripts and illustrations for The BaM'i World 
Vol. XII (1950-1952) compiled and collected by the Em: 
torial Committee, have been received by the National 
Assembly and forwarded to the Guardian. 

The United Nations Committee reported that con
ferences will be held in Bolivia and in Ecuador and 
Baha'i delegates have been appointed from Latin 
America. 

An extensive report was submitted by the United 
States Africa Teaching Committee. Projects have been 
developed for American pioneers in all but one of the 
goal countries. Mr. William Foster, pioneer in Liberia, 
has confirmed and enrolled a native believer, and has 
brought into acitivity another American Baha'i residing 
there. Mrs. Ethel Stephens is an instructor at Kumasi 
College of Technology, Kumasi, Gold Coast. She has 
established friendly relations with her associates. Mr. 
Foster has a post at the University of Liberia. Mr. and 
Mrs. Collison will settle in Kampala, Uganda. 

Lt. and Mrs. Davenport brought most interesting and 
encouraging news from Japan, where the American 
Baha'is have a special opportunity. The Guardian is 
being requested to advise as to further developments 
there. 

The European Teaching Committee reported that Re
gional Committees have been appointed to assist in 
the establishment of the future Regional National As
semblies. An annual Teaching Conference will be held 
hereafter in each of the four groups of adjoining na
tions listed by the Guardian. The European Conference 
will be held in Luxembourg from August 24 through 
August 31. 

An American National Teaching Committee was ap
pointed, and action taken to announce this Committee 
and its functions in Bahd'i News. The new policy and 
plans are to be presented at Convention. 

School Program Committees presented programs for 
the 1952 season. The Louhelen Committee reported a 
successful winter session. 

Action was taken to meet the need for a one-page 
leaflet by reprinting part of the text of the gray Temple 
folder written by Mr. Christian. 

An announcement of the Temple Landscape Plans 
was approved for publication in Baha'i News. 

Progress was recorded in the work of the Committee 
which is preparing a series of permanent exhibits de
picting phases of the Temple architecture and the 
Teachings. 

The Convention Agenda was approved. The program 
of the Annual Baha'l Congress (Temple public meeting 
held during Convention) was prepared. 

Much favorable comment was noted on the radio 
broadcast feature, "Words for the World." 

Considerable correspondence with the other National 
Assemblies was discussed in connection with matters 
of common interest in teaching work and plans for 
Holy Year. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

NatioDal Ba.bi'i Administrative Relldq'llRten, 538 SherIdaa 
Road, WUmetle, JJUnoIs. 

Na.U.onal Treasurer, W LIDdeD AveDlltl. WIlmette, ID.IIIaIs. 
_'I PubIlsblDc CommH\ee, 110 LIDdeD A .. eaue, WI\metIe, 

1lIIDoI .. _'I News Edilorial omc.........., aoCloe __ • fa _ -. 
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Admjnjstrative Headqnartel'l! in Afri_ 
On March. 16 a cable was received from the Guardian 

addressed to five National Spiritual Assemblies inform
ing them of the imminent purchase of a I:Ia~ratu'l
Quds for Central Africa. 

"Inform United States, British, Persian, Egyptian, 
Indian National Assemblies imminent purchase 
I:I~atu'l-Quds Central Africa. Have forwarded my 
contribution six thousand dollars toward historic en
terprise. Appeal five cnoperating National Assemblies 
participate through contribution meritorious purch.ase. 
Purch.ase price 5500 pounds. Advice forward con
tributions Banani, Kampala." 

(Signed) SHoom 

The National Assembly discussed this message at the 
March. meeting and recorded its feeling that it would 
be proper and fitting for the American Baha 'Is to 
assume a good share of the purchase price. However. 
In view of heavy unexpected calls on the National 
Fund the Assembly could only appropriate a budget of 
$2000. This has been cabled to Mr. Musa Banani. 

How swift the movement of events! The National 
Assembly here did not have a headquarters until 
1939. thirty years after the first National Baha'I Con
vention in North America. Now, before Central Africa 
has even its first local Assembly. the far-seeing Guard
ian prepares a I:Ia~ra tu·l-Quds. creating for the Baha'I 
work. a substantial public edifice which assures prestige 
and respect for the activities of the believers. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

International News 

Notes for "Africa News" 
From the Africa News published by the Africa Com

mittee of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'Is 
of the British Isles. we learn that Mrs. Amelia Collins 
aroused the enthusiasm of the Baha'is in Cairo, Egypt, 
by explaining to them the Guardian's plan for an In
tercontinental Conference to be held in Africa next year. 
The Baba'is there felt the same closeness to the Center 
of the Faith as American Baba'is felt when Mrs. Collins 
spoke at our Convention. 

Among the pilgrims to Haifa. were Mr. and Mrs. 
Moussa BananL The Bananis were among the first 
Persian Baha'is to respond to the call for pioneers to 
Africa and have settled in Kampala, Uganda. Baha'Is in 
Kampala and in Dar es Salaam held devotional services 
at the hour when the Guardian and the Bananis were 
praying at the Holy Shrines for the confirmation of the 
teaching work in Africa. 

Eric Manton and his son. Terry, passed through Dar 
es Salaam on their way to Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia. 
where they are pioneering. 

Africa News told the story of the death in a plane 
crash in SicilY of Mr.. Marguerite Preston and her 
young son, Adrian. Mrs. Preston, a former member 
of the. British National Spiritual Assembly, a resident 
of Sotik, Kenya, East Africa, since 1945, was returning 
to African soil after attending the British Annual Teach
ing Conference during which she had actively partici
pated in consultations on the Africa project. 

Australia and New Zealand 
The News Brief from our active fellow-believers 

Hdown under/' brings us these interesting items: 

Hand of the Cause: The announcement by the Guard
ian of the elevation of Clara Dunn to the rank of Hand 
of the Cause, has resulted in a wave of great re
joicing among the Baha'is throughout these regions. 
The late John Henry Hyde Dunn. together with his 
wife Clara, pioneers of the Cause "Down Under,'· 
long ago won the deep love and a biding loyalty of 
believers in Australia and New Zealand. "Mother" and 
"Father," as they are affectionately known, both to 
Bap .. ·is and non-Baha'is, indicates their lofty position 
in the minds and hearts of the believers as the spiritual 
parents of the Cause in New Zealand and in Australia 
-the Land of the Dawning. 

Su.va, Fiji: The FiTst of His Race: "It is with great 
pleasure and joy that I am writing this letter to you-
another shipwrecked and forlorn brother has been 
guided by the Beacon of Truth and has come to the 
Harbour of Security. He is a Fijian youth about twenty 
years, eager and helpful, and the first of his race to 
embrace the Faith and beautify the Tree of Humanity." 
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Thus does an Indian Baha'I youth of sixteen years an
nounce the ad vent of the first Fij ian, age nineteen 
years, into the ranks of the Cohorts of Baha'u'IlMl. 
Salute to youth! 

Bn..bane, Queensland: "With great pleasure I wish 
to inform you of the formation of the Baha'i Youth 
Committee .... These youog people have already in
terested several non-Baha'is and held four successful 
meetings." In these words, Betty Anderson. Secretary 
of the newly-formed Group, ioforms the N.S.A. that 
another step forward in the path of progress in the 
Faith has been taken by the Brisbane Baha'I Youth. 

Teaching Conferences: Reports of Teaching Confer
ences organized by Regional Committees in the various 
centers, reveal a speeding up of the teaching tempo. 
Fortnightly visits to Hamilton, New Zealand; regular 
visits also to goal towns in South Australia, Victoria, 
N.S.W. and Tasmania, show that minds and hearts are 
fully awake to the urgency of the situation as the time 
for the completion of our Six Years' Plan draws to a 
close. 

New Caledonia: Mrs. Mariette G. Bolton left on 27th 
February 1952 for the above island, where she is en
gaged in teaching work. She reports that ". . . wonder
ful things are happening in this very, very beautiful 
Island." At the time of writing, she was 220 miles on 
the other side ?f the Island from Noumea, and has 
been to Bouwrail and Voh. She states that rain, mud, 
mosquitoes, heat, smells etc. make uthe going very 
hard," but she manages to remain buoyant and cheer
ful and prays continually" ... that the light and teach
ing of Baha'u'll1lh will penetrate and a soul will rise 
to carry forward His ever advancing civilization. n 

Canada 
The monthly Canadian Baha'i News is not a volu

minous paper, but it always contains interesting mate
rial, and the March issue includes some practical sug
gestions for closer community union which might well be 
shared with the friends in other parts: 

The Writing of Letters. Who of us has not said, as he 
or she put down a letter from a believer in another part 
of our country, "How I would like to share this with the 
Friends." Why not do it? Would it not be possible to set 
aside a part of the social period of the Feast for the 
reading of letters? It would serve to make the com
munities and the individuals who compose them so much 
better known-one with the other. Often items of tre
mendous inspirational value find only a relatively small 
audience. So let us take our letters to the Feast. 

Travelling. There comes that exciting time in the life 
of every Baha'J when he or she is about to embark on 
a long journey. Or perhaps it's just a busmess trip. Or 
a bus journey of but a few hours. No matter. There are 
seveTai steps every Baba 'J should consider before taking 
his or her departure. Have you obtained your credentials 
from the secretary of your Local Spiritual Assembly? 
This should be carried with you always. Then, well 
before you are scheduled to start out, write a letter to 
the secretary of the Local Spiritual Assembly in each 
community you plan to visit. Be sure you write to the 
Secretary t even if it is only a postcard. 

By way of illustration, a young man recently decided 
to visit a certain city and, instead of writing the local 
secretary, he dropped a line to a member of the com-

munity who was his personal friend. Unfortunately that 
member was ill and the letter was held until the person 
was well enough to mail it to the Secretary. It was 
received the day after the young man left the city, so 
he never did meet the community, the primary object 
of his trip. 

The moral oi our story is this. Whenever you have a 
communication of any sort to pass on, whether to a 
Local Spiritual Assembly, a National Committee, a 
Regional Teaching Committee or the National Spiritual 
Assembly, please address your correspondence to the 
Secretary. 

Entertaining the strangeT in OUT midst. One last 
thought is directed to the governing bodies of each 
community. Have you a roundedJ well-considered pro
gram to handle the advent of a visitor to your com
m uni ty f the member recently transferred from another 
centre? Do you make ita point to see that such people 
meet as large a representation of your community 8S 

you can muster? A young woman once crossed this 
continent on her way to the East Coast and found herself 
alone in a hotel room in Montreal. She was a believer 
and had met only one member of the Montreal com
munity-May Maxwell. So she phoned the Maxwell 
home and was told by Mrs. Maxwell that her husband 
would be right down in his car to give her a ride to their 
home. Before the young lady could setUe herself in 
her room, Mr. Maxwell arrived and escorted her to 
that famous mansion-the Maxwell home. There, our 
friend was not only warmly greeted by her hostess but 
by almost two dozen members of the local Baha 'J 
Community. She quickly found Bahilis who shared in
terests with her and on all sides such warm and 
spiritual love that she might have been in her home 
community. Do we make our brothers and sisters feel 
so much at home when they visit our communities 
today? 

Again we quote the Guardian: "Indeed, the believers 
have not yet fully learned to draw on each other'. 
strength and consolation in time of need. The Cause of 
God is endowed with tremendous powers, and the 
reason the believers do not gain more from it is because 
they have not learned to draw fully on these mlghty 
forces of love and strength and harmony generated by 
the Faith." 

Germany 
The German Baha'i News for February, recently re

cei ved, brings accounts of World Religion Day pro
grams held in various cities. Frankfurt a.m. began 
its observance of the World Religion Day with a mom
ing program in the I.Ia:Pratu'l-Quds. The guest speaker 
was the Evangelical minister Heinz Kappes of Karl .... 
rube. His address was followed by a lecture by Dr. 
Hermann Grossmann whose theme was HOne God? one 
humanity." The fact that Rev. Kappes was known in 
Frankfurt as manager of the Association for Christian 
and Jewish Cooperation, brought some of the members 
of that movement to the Baha'i meeting. Musical num
bers were offered by Professor D. Marguerre of 
Darmstadt and his wife. Baha'is from Darmstadt, 
Bergstrasset Mainz, Wiesbaden, and Giessen also took 
part in the celebration of the day. 

In a Karlsruhe newspaper appeared this article, under 
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the title of uPeace of heart and soul": 
"On the occasion of World Religion Day, on Sunday 

morning, members of the Baha'i community, the con
grega tion of Free-Religionists, and the Society of 
Friends (Quakers) met together for a celebration and 
spiritual meeting. In the talks given by the various 
speakers-Mr. Malende, a government official; the Per
sian, Hassan Afnan; Mr. Hellinger of the school board; 
and Mrs. Hanni Weber-there was beard over and over 
an appeal for tolerance toward those whose opinions 
differ from our own. This tolerance is based upon the 
conviction that mankind i. good, upon love for every 
single fellow creature, and upon the consciousness that 
all men are children of one God, even if they wor
ship, and pray to him, with differing forms. This policy 
of live and let live sbould lead out across racial and 
national boundaries to a real peace of the heart and 
soul. A musical recital by Mrs. Herta Peters-Vollmaier 
and Mrs. Gertrude Hermann-Mettenberger brought to 
a close the inspiration of this elevated hour." 

In Heidelberg, also in a morning gathering, one of 
the Persian Friends, Hesbmat Moayyad spoke on Baha'i 
history, and Ruprecbt G. KrUger of Frankfurt, gave an 
address on the subject, "Where love is, there God is 
also." The chamber music, presented by Heidelberg 
artists, gave the meeting a festive character. -

Stuttgart organized an important morning program, 
in which. representatives of various creeds gave in
formation about their religious beliefs. In E sslingen 
also the followers of a number of creeds took part in 
the observance of World Religion Day. 

American News 
The hearts of all of us are rejoiced when we hear 

of opportunities for giving the Baha'i message to new 
people. In March Natalie Anderson spoke to a hundred 
people participating in a course on various religions 
at the Commuoity Church of Boston. Her half hour 
talk On "Why I Am a Baha'I" was followed by discus
sion. 

Several weeks later the Boston Baha'is were invited 
to appear for a twenty-five minute television program, 
'lOUr Believing World" on station WBz.. TV for a New 
England network. TIle director of the program acted 
as. an inquirer asking questions which were answered 
by various members of the Assembly. Pictures of the 
House of Worship were shown and discussed, and fin
ally, the program simulated a Baha'! meeting with 
chairman, speaker, and audience. with Dr. Manucber 
Javid giving a short Baha'! talk. 

Chicago also had the opportunity to use, television re
cently when Nina Ma tthison was interviewed for twenty 
minutes on the "Bob and Kay" show. Believers went to 
neighbors' homes to see the program and in several 
cases aroused a natural interest on the part of those 
neighbors in the Faith. 

A telegram and excerpts from William Sears' Baha'l 
Brotherhood broadcast were read to the 125 guests at 
the Annual Pennsylvania Teacher's Association Lunch
eon in Philadelphia. Mr. Sears had been invited to ap
pear on the program and sent the material when he 
became ill. He has also been invited to be Master of 
Ceremonies at the International House for the annual 
Festival of Nations at the University of Pennsylvania. 
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Dr. Manucher Javid and Charles Krug were asked to 
speak again this year to twenty-one students at the 
Boston University School of Theology. 

Another Baha'i was invited to speak at the Forum at 
the Coral Gables Jewish Center. Over a hundred mem
bers of the congregation remained when their Rabbi 
told them Philip Marangella would talk and spoke of 
having known and respected the Baha'is for a number 
of years. 

Indirect Teaching 
Through Community Service 

The Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Baha'is encouraged 
the Girl Seouts in their interest in international friend
ship by presenting them with a United Nations flag at 
a pageant in which the girls wore costumes of many 
countries and described the gifts of each nation to the 
world. The Miami, Florida, Baha'is gave copies of 
Bahd'u.'UIih and the New ETa and Presoription fOT Liv
ing to the Pratt Veteran's Hospital serving 400 
veterans. They also gave books and magazines which 
were stamped "Miami Community of the Baha'i World 
Faith" with the local secretary's address and telephone 
number. The same community had evenings of fellow
ship while they made scrapbooks for the Variety Chil
dren's Hospital. Each of the nine scrapbooks completed 
had the inscription and a pictore of the Tern pie on the 
first page. 

What Can One Person Do? 
The Pennsylvania Regionai Bulletin describes the ac

tivities of one isolated Baha'i whose devotion and activ
ity might stimulate others in her position. 

"She studies the Teachings every day to deepen her 
own knowledge. Once a week she invites one non-Baha'i 
to a family dinner following which a fireside is held. 
After six such dinners and firesides, a large fireside 
is held with a speaker, and all previous guests are 
invited. She corresponds with isolated believers. She 
gave one radio interview in celebration of World Religion 
Day and arranged for another interview for a member 
of a Regional Committee. She read her script the day 
before to a creative writing group where there were ten 
college women who heard of the faith for the first time. 
She has befriended an African youth who visits her 
home at intervals and corresponds with him wherever 
he may be." 

The Guardian Writes the United States 
Mrica Teaching Committee 

On January 27, 1952, the Guardian, through his secre· 
tary wrote the United States Africa Teaching Com
mittee a letter to which he appended a postscript in 
his own hand. The following excerpts have general in
terest and importance. 
To Africa Committee, January 27, 1952. 

IIHe has been most cheered to hear of the arrival 
of Mrs. Stephens in Africa, and more recently, of Mr. 
Foster. It is truly remarkable that both of these de
voted souls should belong to the Negro race; and 
we cannot but believe that it is the Will of God that 
has raised up from this race the two first official 
pioneers from the United States. 

"He considers it of great importance that, as far ali: 
poSSible, the pioneers should be self-supporting. As some 
of them unavoidably will not be self-supporting, 
the funds will have to be supplied from the United 
States; the more the friends can go out and either find 
jobs, live on a personal income, or supplement the 
funds received from your committee, the better. In 
this connection, he was delighted to hear that Mr. and 
Mrs. Collison have volunteered for pioneer work, and 
he hopes that their offer can be speedily and fully 
utilized by your Committee. 

"As you know from his recent cable, the Africa Con
ference, which originally was going to be a more or 
less modest affair, has, largely due to the rapid prog
ress b.eing made in iliat Continent, become an ex
tremely important event. He is urging the believers to 
attend it, not only from all parts of Africa, but from 
other countries as well; and for your information, an.y 
BaM' i is free to go, and indeed, if he can manage it 
financially, is encouraged to take part. 

"He· wishes you all success in your work, and ad
mires greatly the enthusiasm and efficiency with which 
you are carrying out your tasks." 

"May the Almighty guide, bless and sustain you, 
and your fellow-workers to enrich the record of your 
notable and highly meritorious services, and lend a 
great impetus to the great and historic campaign 
launched on the African Continent." 

Your true brother I 
(signed> SDoom 

Green Acre Baha'i Summer SChool 
The summer of 1952 promises to be an historic time 

at Green Acre, the beautiful Baha'i school among the 
p.ines at Eliot, Maine. The entire program, which re
volves around 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine Plan, is aimed 
directly at deepening the Baha'! in the teachings of 
Baha'u'IHih. The courses have been carefully chosen to 
give both the young person and the adult a clearer under
standing of the Baha'is relation to God, to Baha 'u'llah, 
and to one another. uThe New Human Race" (the people 
we are to "become") and "Meditation and Prayer" are 
two of the new and outstanding courses to be offered. 
The others are "World Order Unfolds," I'Fundamentals 
of the Baha'i Faith," "The Dawnbreakers," "Public 
Relations as an Aid to Teaching." "Public Relations 
Techniques," "Group Dynami~s,u and "Three Letters 
of RUJ:rlJ'yih Khanurn." Because' of their impodance 
two full weeks has been allotted to each study. 

The school will run for two months, from July 7 
to August 29, classes to be held five days a week, with 
special Institutes such as the "Drama of Sal va lion " 
on week-ends. 

The entire Baha'i Community of the United States has 
been combed for the most skillful teachers. Each teacher 
is a trained specialist in his own field? both academically 
and spiritually. 

Woven into the study and discussion is an abundance 
of recreation for everyone: from sandbox play for the 
smail fry to baseball, dancing, and lobster parties for 
the grown-ups. For information or reservations, write 
Miss Dorthea Morrell, 203 Fenimore Street, Brooklyn 
25, New York. 
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Green Acre Rates 
Rates at Green Acre for 1952 provide for room and 

board, at Sarah Farmer Hall, Library, Fellowship House, 
and two cottages. The rates run from $25.00 per person 
per week (three in a room) to $50.00. There are also 
week-end rates, and adult camp rates and youth camp 
rates. 

Adult Camp 
Something very special this year is the Adult Camp 

during the first 3 weeks in June, which is dedicated to 
beautifying Green Acre. If you can build, paint, or make 
general repairs, you are urged to come out. You'll enjoy 
living and working in a real Baha'i Community. Rates 
for board and room are only $21.00 a week. For infor
mation or reservations, write Mrs. Eleanor E. Hadden, 
Secretary, Green Acre Development Committee, Box 
129, West Chester, Penn. 

Youth Camp 
A rare opportunity to be part of a real Baha'i com

munity. A fortnight of special classes and activity for 
youth (ages 14 to 25). youth will have their own adult 
counselors and each person may give full play to his 
energy and imagination. The slogan: "Develop Green 
Acre and Develop Yourselves." Each Baha'i youth is 
asked to bring one non-BahA'i to the camp. Send reserva
tions to Mrs. Margaret Ruhe, 41 Center Drive, Old Green· 
wich, Conn., June 22nd to July 6th. Rates: $15.00 a week 
for room and board. 

Children's School 
The entire season will be full of rich and varied activity 

for the children from pre·school age to youth. Placed in 
his own age group, each child will be given a balanced 
program: study of the Baha'i Faith, the creative arts, 
natural sciences, and sports and recreation. Professional 
teacbers will show each child how to put forth his best 
talents, thus helping him to become integrated into the 
group. 

Youth 
All summer, Youth will have their own activities, 

special classes, .and recreation, planned around a recrea
tion room which will be their own. Youth Counselors 
througbout the season, will plan and carry out their 
activities with them. 

Weekends 
There are special plans this year, particularly for 

those Baha'is who can come to Green Acre only on week
ends, but also to afford a richer program for the regular 
students. Each weekend will be a complete unit in itself, 
with a forum, movies and a cultural evening, all built 
around a common theme. Following an Area Teaching 
Conference over the Fourth of July, the seven subsequent 
weekends will have as their themes-Israel, United Na
tions, The Scientific Approach, The World's Religions, 
Africa, World Government, and Asia. The seminars will 
be conducted by specialists in these respective fields. In 
addition, another unit will be offered, for BaM'is only, on 
the Drama of Salvation. 

Community Activities 

For all coming to Green Ace, there will be opportunity 
to live a rounded Baha'i life, participate in Baha'i COm
munity life, serve Green Acre, get physical exercise for 
those who want it, to be creative, and to make Green 
Acre a more beautiful and even happier place. This is 
your school, and here is your chance to contribute your 
talents to its progress and development. You will have 
your choice of gardening, repairing, sewing, painting, 
arranging flowers, planning entertainment, working with 
children, clerical work, etc. As we work together, we will 
live a much fuller Bah .. '! life. Continuous through the 
season. 

Travel Information 
From Boston to Portsmouth. N. H.: 

Boston and Main Railroad from North Station 

From New York City: 
Bus or train to Boston, and follow as above. or from 

Grand Central Station to Dover, N. H.; from Dover to 
Portsmouth by connecting bus. 

Portsmouth to Eliot: 
A bus travels to Eliot four or five times a day. 
Portsmouth taxis will make the trip to Green Acre. 
If the Dormitory Manager is notified in advance, the 
school station wagon will pick up passengers on its 
regular trips. 

From Western New York: 
Route No.9 from Albany to Concord; route No.4 to 
Portsmouth; then Route No. 103 to Green Acre. 

For Reservations 
Write to Miss Dorothea Morrell, 203 Fenimore Street, 

Brooklyn 25, N. Y., Until June 1st; after that to Green 
Acre, Eliot, Maine. Rooms can be reserved from July 
4th through September 1st. Classes from July 7th to 
August 29th. 

National Spiritual Assembly - 1952-53 
The members of the National Spiritual Assembly 

elected by the delegates to the Forty-Fourth Annual 
Bah.i'i Convention have organized, with officers as 
follows:-

Paul E. Haney, Chairman 
Dorothy Baker, Vice ChaiTman 
Horace Holley, Secretary 
Edna M. True, Recording Secretary 
H. B. Kavelin, TTeasurer 
Mamie L. Seta 
Elsie Austin 
Wm. Kenneth Christian 
Mathew W. Bullock 
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In Memoriam 
Death proffereth unto every confident believer the 

cup that is life indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer of gladness. It conierreth the gift of everlasting 
life. -Baha'u'llih 

Mr. Harold Clough, Taunton, Mass., February 22, 1952 

Mrs. Effie Harp, Augusta, Georgia March 9, 1952 

Mr. Frank R. Patterson, Indianapolis, Indiana, Febru· 
ary 24, 1952 

Mrs. Olive Hill, Ipswich, Mass. February 22, 1952 

Mrs. Bessie E. Ramsdell, Marysville, Wash. February 
19, 1952 

Mrs. Elaine Rosasco, Park Forest, Ill. December 15, 
1951 

Mr. Rudolph Stauss, Deer Park, Ohio February 24, 
1952. 

Mr. Nels G. Johnson, Wauwatosa, Wis. December 17, 
1951 

Mr. Harry Shaw Miller, Beverly, Mass. March 1, 1952 

Mrs. Evelyn Movius Hall, Pasadena, Calif. January 
24. 1952 

Mr. Edward V. Flack, Los Angeles, Calif. March 12, 
1952 

Dr. W. G. Moseley, Chicago, Dl. March 7, 1952 

Miss Edith Rowand, Geyserville, Calif. March 1952 

Mrs. Gertrude Seter, Burbank, Calif. March 16, 1952 

Mme. Elsa Chaslon, New York, N. Y. February 14, 
1952 

Mrs. Ida Riddle. Chicago, Ill. March 23. 1952 

Mrs. A. E. Regal, Brookfield. Ill. March 23. 1952 

Mrs. Eva Shattuck. Brady Lake. Ohio March 14. 1952 

Mr. James P. Messimore, Minerva, Ohio March 16, 
1952 

Mr. Louis Blodgett. Altadena. Calif. March 24. 1952 

Mr. Alfred Maidment, Natick, Mass. March 2. 1952 

Miss Mabel King. Cambridge, Mass. March 31. 1952 

Marriages 
Hart. Mich., Miss Evelyn English to Pvt. Jack Thomp

son (non-Baha'i) December 26. 1951 
Fairview. N. J .• Miss Doris McCandlish to Mr. Charles 

Kurzius (non-Baha'i) March 22. 1952 
Seattle, Wash .• Mrs. Mary A. Farwell to Mr. Allen 

H. Elston (date not reported) 
Colorado Springs. Colo.. Mrs. Anne Morris to Sgt. 

Christopher C. Gill (non-Baha'!) February 20, 1952 

Directory AdditiOl18 and Changes 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 

Glendale. Calif. 
Mrs. Garnette Whitefield. Sec'y. 
1411 So. Adams St. 
Glendale 5. Calif. 

Regional Teaclrlng Committees: 
RTC of Georgia 

Mrs. Olive M. Releford, Sec'y. 
600 Magnolia S1. 
Atlanta, Ga. 

RTC of So. Calif. 
Mrs. Garnette Whitefield, Sec'y. 
1411 So. Adams St. 
Glendale 5. Calif. 

Publishing Anno1lJlCelD.eJlt8 
The Seven Valleys and th.e FouT VaUeys has been 

reprinted. with an Introduction written by Dr. Robert 
L. Gulick. (Price: 75c per copy for paper binding, 
$1.00 for Fabrikoid). 

Basic Facts Of the Baha'i Faith. a one-page leaflet 
written by Wm. Kenneth Christian. is available at lOe 
for ten copies. 

WorW OTd.". Unfolds has been mailed free of charge 
to every member of the American Baha'i Community. 
Additional copies of this compilation of excerpts from 
messages of the Guardian are now available at 15c 
per copy. 

America's God..Given Mission, the new Round-Table 
Discussion book prepared by the American National 
Teaching Committee, is now available at 75c per copy. 

BAHA'f PUBLlSEDNG CoMMrrrEE 
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TEMPLE LANDSCAPE MODEL 

Ia tbe above pbotograpb: of the model, you can clearly see the main features 01 the Temple Landsca.ping' design. 

Sheridan Road and the Na.tlonal Baha.'i Adm:lnistratlve Headquarters are on the rlcht. lD the foreground can be 

seen &he main enlrance from Linden A venu.e. Tbis model has been on display since the Convention aDd can be 

viewed by a.lI Temple visitors. 
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Messages from the Guardian 

God's Avenging Wrath 
Inform National Assemblies (that) God's avenging 

wrath having afflicted (in) rapid succession (during) 
recent years two sons, brother (and) sister-in-law (of) 
Archbreaker (of) Baha'u'llith's Covenant, (has) now 
struck down second son, Siyyid 'Ali Nayer Afnan, pivot 
(of) machinations, connecting link (between) old (and) 
new Covenant-breakers. Time alone (will) reveal ex
tent (of) havoc wreaked (by) this virus (of) violation 
injected, fostered over two decades (in) 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
family. History will brand him one whose grandmother, 
wife (of) Bahil 'u'llab., joined breakers of His Coven ant 
(on) morrow (of) His passing, whose parents lent her 
undivided support, whose father openly accused 'Abdu'l
Baha (as) one deserving capital punishment, (who) 
broke his promise (to) (the) Bab's wife (to) escort her 
(to) Holy Land, precipitating thereby her death, (who) 
was repeatedly denounced by Center (of the) Covenant 
(as) His chief enemy, whose eldest brother through 
deliberate misrepresentation (of) facts inflicted hnmilia
tion (up"n) defenders (of the) House (of) Bahit'u'llah 
(in) Ba!l!!dad, whose sister-in-law (is) championing 
{the) cause (of) declared enemies (of) Faith, whose 
brothers supported him attributing (to) 'Abdu'l-Bahit 
responsibility (for) fatal disease (which) afflicted their 
mother, who himself in retaliation first succeeded (in) 
~ over through marriage my eldest sister, subse
quently' paved way (for) marriage (of) his brothers 
.( to) two other grandchildren (of the) Master, (who) 
was planning (a) fourth marriage (between) his daugh
ter (and) grandson (of) 'Abdu'I_Baha, thereby involving 
(in) shameful marriages three branches (of) His family, 
who over twenty years schemed (to) undermine (the) 
. position (of the) Center (of) Faith through association 
(with) representatives (of) traditional enemies (of) 
Faith (in) Persia, Muslim Arab communities, notables 
(and) civil authorities (in) Holy Land, who lately was 
scheduled (to) appear (as) star witness (on) behalf (of) 
daughter (of) Badi'u'llith (in) recent lawsuit challeng
ing (the) authority conferred (upon) Guardian (01) Faith 
(in) 'Abdu'l-Baha's Testament. 

Haifa, IsraelJ 

April 5, 1952 

Beloved friends: 

-SHOGm 

In his message to the Baha'i world dated April 5, 
the Guardian holds up for all to behold one more awe
inspiring evidence of the doom which Covenant-breakers 
bring upon themselves. 

There is no more evil action a human being can per
form than to afflict the Manifestation of God and to 
resist the operation of the Divine Will expressed through 
Him. The Judas Iscariot of every cycle, he is the de
tested one of men, the abject, the lost. 

Here the Guardian gives evidence after evidence of 
the perfidy which animated Siyyid 'Ali Nayer Afnan, 
and the virus of violation with which he was infected 
and which he injected into members of the Master's 
own family, 

For us it is one more chapter in the book of the 
Guardian's suffering, one more sign of the Protection 
accorded to the Faith from on high, and one more 
warning of the imperative need of faithfulness and unity 
on the part of all the believers, lest in a moment of 
confusion an enemy find occasion to enter our ranks 
and injure the Cause from within. 

-NA"lTDNAL SPmrruAL AsSEI\IIBLY 

Onr Spiritnal Bounty 
Last year the Guardian gave to all Baha'is the great 

bounty of an opportunity to make contributions directly 
to him for the World Center. Let us bear this in mind, 
for our new relationship to the Guardian and the World 
Center is permanent and far-reaching. 

Just as the Baha'i House of Worship has arisen in 
its majesty because believers have sacrificed for its 
sake, so now the consolidation of Baha'i international 
institutions at the World Center will proceed more and 
more vigorously as individual Baha'is, in addition to 
their contributions to the.Baha'i Fund and the Resolve 
Plan, make special sacrificial donations directly to the 
revered Guardian in the Holy Land. 

International drafts or personal checks can be sent. 
The address is: Shoghi Effendi Rabbani, P. O. Box 155, 
Haifa, Israel. 

Corrections in Cables 
from the Gnardian 

The friends are requested" -t~ note the following cor
rections in the ca blegr am received from the Guardian 
dated March 8, 1952:- ". '" 

1, Lancet windows (of the) Drum, instead of Lancet 
windows (in the) Drum, 

2. Eighteen Letters of the Livitlg (\he) appointed trans
mi tters (of the) dawning Light (of the) Author. 

3. UNO Representatives (of the) International B<ilia'i 
Community, instead of (for the) International Baha', 
Commwlity. 

4. Council (who is) ably discharging, instead of Coun
cil, (for) ably discharging. 

5. Year (of the) first Convention, instead of year, 
(the) first Convention. 

6, (of the) global crusade should he (the) Global Cru
sade. 

7. Place comma after word inauguration, also comma 
after word progress (last paragraph). 

8. Heart (of the) south should be heart (and) south 
of the European continent. 

In the cable dated February 29, 1952, published on 
page 2 of Baha'i News for April, the words "(the) 
propagation (and) preservation (of the) Faith (of) 
Baha'u'llith" should be "(the) propagation (and) preser
vation (of the) unity (of the) Faith (of) Baha'u'llili." 

Check these corrections also in your copy of "World 
Order Unfolds." 

-NA'IlONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Nationa,l Ba.h&'i AdmlDlstrative Headqvarlen, 538 Sberidaoo 
Road, WIlmette, Winois. 

NaUoaal Treasurer. 112 LiDdeD Avenue, WUmeUeJ IIIIDa&. 
Bahi'j PDblishlDr Commlliee, 110 LIDdeD Aveome, _-. 

1IIIDoi .. 
BaIJ.i.·i News Editorial OffIce see JlOUce eIaewIlere ID tWa -. 
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Consecration and Dedication 
Story of the National Convention of 1952 

Part I 
One year-and then our great Jubilee of April 1953. 
Ten years-and our Most Great Jubilee of 1963. 
But what great feats lie before us, yet to be ac

complished, before these dates 1 
And herein lies the story of the 1952 Baha'i Con

vention. 
The delegates to the Convention had come with a 

sense of expectation; they knew from previous mes
sages of the Guardian, that we are entering a new 
stage in our unfoldment as Baha'is; but as the Con
vention reached its crescendo in the last hours of Sun
day afternoon, those present felt the full weight of the 
challenge and the work now before us. 

A new humility and a great soberness overcame US t 

and the words I<Consecration," "Dedication" and 
"Teaching," which had played so important a part in 
all the deliberations, seemed to penetrate to every vein 
of our bodies. A sense of urgency, a sense of "Nowt" 
fill~d us. 

Nothing like this has ever happened before to the 
Baha'is of the United States at a convention. A new 
kind of experience was born. A new feeling of dedi
cation, consecration and resolve, took shape. Action 
is our sign. Teaching is the aim of our lives. 

The Year Nine, extending from October 1952 to 0c
tober 1953, is the fateful year in the history of the 
Baha'i Faith in our nation. We are about to enter that 
year. We must prepare now, through immediate con
ferences, study sessions and summer schools. through 
prayer and dedication, for the great experience of the 
next year before us. 

Upon this year hinges our last and irretrievable 
chance of setting the seal of triumph upon the mission 
entrusted to us by 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

This Year Nine, commemorating the mystic experi
ence which came to Baha'u'llah and the first intima
tion of His Sublime Mission, revealed to Him in the 
Siyilh-Chill in Tihran-this Holy Year-will fix the re
cord of the Baha'is of the United States in the pages 
of God's Book. 

The fate of humanity lies in the balance. This is 
our part. This is our resolve. 

We wi!! fulfill 'Abdu'l-Baha's cherished covenant with 
us. that each Baha'i win another soul to the Faith 
each year. We will accomplish in one year, what we 
have heretofore accomplished in ten years. We will 
sacrifice as never before to cross out the deficit in 
our National Fund. We will awaken the land of Africa. 
We will complete our work in the consolidation of the 
Faith in South America. We will finish the Temple 
landscaping. We will continue to share in the giving 
for the completion of the Tomb of the Bab. We will 
extend the Faith nearer the Arctic Circle. We will 
make greater efforts among the Indians of the United 
States. We will promulgate the Faith publicly as never 
before. 

We will start out at once and make ready. We will 
go out and without a moment's hesitation, begin to lay 
down our lives for the Cause of God. 

What happened at this memorable convention to 

bring us to this point of dedication? 
Was it the Guardian's message, so reminiscent of 

the darkest, the most tragic, and the most heroic peri
od in the annals of the Faith, so bold in its challenge 
to us I and so reas suring in its tone? 

Was it the several messages so tenderly given by 
returned pilgrims from the Holy Land? Was it the 
feeling of closeness with the Guardian which these 
messages gave us? 

Was it the example of Leroy loas' obedient service 
in answering the Guardian's call to Haifa, and thereby 
and instantaneously relinquishing every material con
sideration? 

Was it the magnificent letter from Leroy on teaching? 
Was it the imminence of the Jubilee Year 1953? 
Was it the excitement aroused by the approaching 

dedication of the Mother Temple of the West, the Holi
est House of Worship that will ever be erected in the 
Baha'i world, upon which we have been laboring these 
fifty years? And the realization that our cherished 
Ma@riqu'I-AcLhkar is about to open its doors to' all 
humanity? 

Was it the anticipation of the four international con
ferences to be held within this coming Year Nine, 
marking our growing up into an international com
munity? Or the .s4lnificance of the International Council 
now established, presaging a Universal House of 
Justice? 

Was it the soul-stirring spirit of dedication with 
which the last session began as the Chairman reiterated 
the Convention's recurring theme, uWe must proclaim 
the Faith as the remedy for a sick world. The Master 
said 'The axis of the oneness of humanity is the power 
of the Covenant and nothing else.' The keynote is 
consecration?U 

Was it the over-all picture of the greatness of our 
Faith which Ben Weeden brought us as he spoke so 
reverently of the Guardian, of the burden he carries~ 
that in every act, every directive he gives, he is re
sponsible to all humanity, not only for now, but fOT 

generations to come? Was it Gladys Weeden's touching 
message of the Guardian's love for us, and of his pa
tience with us? Or the tender story she told of her 
first Ascension night, at the Qiblih, the Shrine of 
Baha'u'llAh, at Bahji? Was it her gentle warning that 
we must deepen now for the experience of the year 
ahead? 

Was it Larry Hautz' bubbling enthusiasm, his some
times-humorous, sometimes-serious recounting of his 
experiences at Haifa, from which pilgrimage he had 
so recently returned? Or the wonderful pictures 
he showed us of the shrines and gardens? Or the ex
ample of Larry's indefatigable efforts, as testified by 
the Guardian, in consummating the negotiations with 
Israel officials and thus assuring our approaches on 
Mount Carmel? 

Or the clear message which Glen Vasel, just re
turned from his pilgrimage, brought from the Guardian, 
that we have two important tasks, to increase our 
number of believers, and to increase our number of 
assemblies? Or was it the message which Emma Rice 
brought from her pilgrimage, that the Guardian sent 
his love, and wanted us to remember the preponderat
ing role which 'Abdu'l-Baha had bestowed upon Amer
ica, and that he is praying for us? 
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Was it Paul Haney's dramatic accounting of the race 
against time, with banks in Chicago and New York 
alerted and aiding, trains providentially waiting, and 
intricate legal transfers made in a matter of moments, 
enabling the National Spiritual Assembly to meet the 
Guardian's request for immediate funds to seal a pur
chase of mucb-needed land on Mount Carmel-the sud
den consummation of long-dreamt-of victories at our 
International Center? 

Or was it the bounty of having among us two of 
the Hands of the Cause of God, our own Horace Holley 
and our own Corinne True? 

Was it Horace Holley's solemn words at the closing, 
a Hand of the Cause of God speaking to his fellow
servants at a Baha'i convention for the first time: 
"It is the beginning of the Holy Year, and there are 
great forces revealed . . . The decree which you· and 
I are to carry out is a two-fold understanding of our 
love, of our power to act. On the one hand we are to 
give of our substance, and on the other, we are to 
be inspired in a new spirit of constancy in teaching . . . 
My appeal is that we make no decision outside the 
realm of God . . . If we make the decision in the 
human world, it will be a denial of reality . . . Let 
us make our resolves in consecration." 

Or was it the beseeching call of the Convention 
members at the end, nine times, that plea we reserve 
for the most urgent occaSions, "Ya Allih nil 
Musta@Atb!" 

Not these alone, but all the contributions by ali the 
delegates; all the work and prayers of the new Na
tional Teaching and the various other committees now 
deep in plans for the Jubilee Year; the guidance of 
the National Spiritual Assembly; the penetrating con
sciousness of our tremendous teaching tasks for this 
year, given us anew by the Guardian but actually pre
sented to us as our sacred obligation many years ago 
by 'Abdu'l-Baha-all of these contributed to this new 
spirit of dedication which arose at the 1952 convention. 

Ten years of the past to make up for in this one 
Jubilee Year! Not alone in teaching, but also in sacri
fice. This is the goal which the delegates were charged 
to bring home to the friends. It is a ten-fold multipli
cation of teaching work, of prayer and of dedication. 

It was almost an electric shock which came over 
the Convention as in the early hours of its session, 
Leroy Ioas' letter on teaching was read. The impact 
was tremendous. Delegates called for copies. Soon 
these were distributed. "Leroy's Letter" became the 
electric switch directing our eyes to teaching. 

Perhaps it was the awareness of Mr. loas' own 
dedication, his forfeiting of a handsome pension ouly 
four years off, that this letter was received as it was. 
Everyone knew that it was from a servant turned 
wholly to God, from one who has been named a Hand 
of the Cause of God. The following excerpts became 
keynotes for the consultation that followed: 

"Every Baha'i must teach. He must continually give 
the Cause and then follow up his contacts. 

"This teaching work includes living the life of service 
as well as speaking. One real genuine act of love and 
kindness may confirm a soul, just as teaching or 
studying from a book. 

"Each person should hold in his home a fireside, 
at least once in 19 days, to which he invites his con
tacts and friends. 

"Consecration is the attitude and motive-power of 
the individual in the teaching field. 

"Individuals must arise to teach-and go to all parts 
of the country. 

"Complete dedication and consecration to teaching 
are the essentials now to gain the goals. The Guardian 
said if the friends gain the ideal condition and arise 
and a ct and teach, such acts will become the magnets 
attracting the confirmations of Baha'u'll8h. 

uEach Baha'i must bring in at least one Baha'i a 
year, as called for by the Master, so maoy years ago. 
We have failed heretofore-we must not fail now." 

These challenging requirements, a black-and-white 
blueprint for every Baha'i, became the setting for the 
presentation of the goals as outlined by the American 
National Teaching Committee, whose members present 
included John Allen, chairman; Charlotte Linfoot, sec
retary; Robert Gulick, Mamie Seto, Charles Wolcott, 
Virginia Breaks and Valera Allen. The five parts of the 
plan for the coming year are 1, Complete rededication 
to America's Spiritual Missions; 2, E'ach one, win one; 
3, Extend the Faith beyond Fairbanks and nearer the 
Arctic Circle; 4, Consolidate and extend teaching work 
among the Indians; and 5, Extend the teaching activities 
among all groups of people. 

Ont of this plan emerged the realization that, now 
that our Assemblies and committees have perfected 
the Administrative framework, we are t6 coordinate 
our efforts more closely; extension teaching work will 
be carried out cooperatively; individuals will arise and 
volunteer for teaching circuits, whether their particular 
sphere is public speaking, or deepening, or confirming. 
or "first contactJJ workj Area and Regional committees 
will work out itineraries and plans cooperatively for 
this accelerated teaching activity, and Assemblies will 
work closely with Regional committees in order that 
the entire country may be knit into a strong unified 
teaching program. 

Details of the Jubilee dates brought the event deep 
into our consciousness: the Forty-fifth national con
vention, April 29 to May 1, 1953; dedication of the 
House of Worship, May 2; the Intercontinental C0n
ference, May 3 to May 6. 

The international scale of the Jubilee Year was em
phasized in messages from the Guardian, relayed by 
the pilgrims, urging us to attend as many of these 
conferences as possible. Dates of the four conferences, 
in which 12 national assemblies will participate, are 
(1) at Kampala Uganda, in early spring, 1953; (2) All
American Teaching Conference, at Wilmette, May 3 to 
6; (3) at Stockholm, July 14-19, and (4) at New Delhi, 
India, probably in October, 1953. 

Now we know. But it isn't enough. We have still 
something else to do. Another picture looms before 
us, large and brilliant. It is still another assignment 
which the Guardian gave us in his Convention message. 

Now in this Year Nine, with all our work and con
centration upon fulfilling this year's goals, we are to 
brrace ourselves at the same time to play a prepon
derating role in the world crusade which the world 
community of Baha'is will undertake in 'the ten years 
between the Great Jubilee of 1953 and the Most Great 
Jubilee of 1963! 

Our reply to the Guardian's message told our feel
ings: "Delegates stirred to depths by your inspiring 
message. Eternally grateful for your untiring effort .. 



BAHA'i NEWS 5 

in fashioning necessary agencies guaranteeing success 
of Master's Divme Plan. Humbly beseech your prayers 
to strengthen our resolve to fulfill our obligation. Deep
ly appreciate historic opportunity and privilege of par
ticipatmg m unprecedented world crusade." 

From Haifa came the Guardian's cable in reply: 
"Deeply appreciate message. Ardently supplicating 
blessings, noble resolve, discharge sacred responsibili
ties, fulfill mission." 

These questions we ask ourselves as we contemplate 
the implications of all that transpired at the 1952 
Convention: 

Can we falter m any of our tasks? Can we fail in 
any at our goals? Can we participate in the Jubilee 
celebrations, will our Holy Year Nme be complete, 
can we look forward to our Most Great Jubilee, unless 
we can say to the Guardian m loving greetmg in 1953, 
IIMission accomplished"? 
-CYNTBI&. OLSON and Rum BROWN, Convention Reporters 

Part II 
CONVENTION ELECTION. Matthew W. Bullock of 

Boston is a newly-elected member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly. Others re-elected were Paul Haney, 
Chairman; Horace Holley, Secretary; B. Harrah Kave
lin, Treasurer; Mrs. Dorothy Baker, Vice-Chairman; 
Mrs. Mamie Seto, Miss Elsie Austin, Miss Edna True, 
Recording Secretary and Mr. Wm. Kenneth Christian. 
Tied for 10th place in the votes were Larry Hautz 
and Dr. Robert Gulick. Charles Wolcot! received the 
next highest number of votes. 

STATISTICS. We have 10 new Assemblies, and 12 As
semblies were dissolved. From January 8, 1951, to 
November 30, 1951, we had 320 new adult enrollments, 
and 50 youth. Due to persecutions, government regula
tions and other causeS7 it is impossible to state the num
ber at Baha'is in the world today. 

BUDGET. Our total budget for the year 1951-1952 
was $450,000.00. We lacked $70,630.61 of meeting this 
budget. Most of the deficit was in Resolve Plan and 
Special Shrine Contributions. We went over our goal 
for Temple Interior Construction by $2,273.96. Our pro
posed budget for the 1952-1953 Baha'i year, absorbing 
the deficit, is $475,000.00. We need to increase our con
tributions by $95,630.61 over last year, to meet the 
requirements of this Jubilee Year. The vast amount 
of money that has poured into the National Fund has 
been from a small number, less than 40 per cent of 
the believers. 

PLANS FOR THE JUBILEE. The Jubilee Year Nine 
extends from October 16, 1952 to October 16, 1953. The 
Jubilee will be a three-fold celebration; (1) of the birth 
at the Faith; (2) dedication of the House of Worship, 
and (3) the All-American Conference. Theme of the 
Jubilee Celebration is "The Mission of Baha'u'llah." 
Believers will be asked to set aside two Feasts in 
October and one m September to go over the back
ground and as an arien tation to the spiritual significance 
of this Holy Year. Early in January, a Feast will be 
set aside dealing with the subject of the Temple. 
One Holy Year pamphlet is being prepared. 

The believers will be asked to carry out three pub
lic meetings: November 12 (Birthday of Baha'u'llilh) 
"The Promised One of All Religions"; January 18, 

World Religion Day; First Day of Ri4van, "The Mission 
of Baha'u'll8h. u 

THE BAHA'f HOUSE OF WORSIDP. Upon the oc
casion of the consecration of the first Masbriqu'l
A@kitr of the West, fifty years after its inception, 
representatives of different religions will be invited 
to attend and participate. Saturday, May 2, will be 
the Day of Dedication. Portions from the writmgs of 
different faiths are to be selected carefully, and read. 
The believers are asked to consider this problem of 
selection from the Holy Writmgs. Suggestions on this 
subject will be warmly appreciated and may be sent 
to Horace Holley, chairman of the Temple Dedication 
Committee. 

The planting in connection with the landscaping must 
be done between now and this fall. $200,000 is to be 
spent at present on the landscaping. Embellishments 
are to be added· at a later date. The new budget calls 
for the full amount of the landscaping costs. We have 
a problem of 20 years' deferred maintenance on the 
glass dome, and replacement of about half at the glass 
dome is in prospect, at a cost of $26,000.00. A special 
fund is expected to be available to cover this cost. 
The seats, now in the auditorium, cannot be perma
nently fixed until this work is completed. 

The Temple will be floodlighted from without, with 
lights mconspicuously nestled m the shrubbery. The 
gardens will lie about three steps below the approach 
levels. There will be gardens between each of the nine 
walks. The gardens are to complement the beauty of 
the bullding, and not compete with it. The Guardian 
is pleased with Hilbert Dahl's plans and design of the 
landscaping, 

TEACIDNG. The success of the community of Wau
wautosa, Wis. in having won at least 60 persons to the 
Faith in the last five years, was attributed, first, to 
the assumption of the Baha'is there that the people are 
interested in God and second, the assumption. that they 
are interested primarily m the Bible; so they make an 
effort to show, first, that Christ is expected to come; 
then that He has come, and then those who believe, 
are prepared by reading of the Dispensation of 
Baha'u'llah and other basic materials. 

Borrah Kavelin: "Consecration. It means placing the 
Faith first in our lives. We must first become attracted. 
Those assemblies which are doing the best teaching 
work have achieved a certain unity within that com
munity. If we have unity we will succeed as a com
munity in the teaching work.. Too much we are in
volved in administrative work, and not enough -in 
human relations. We must become impersonal in our 
consultations." 

Ellsworth Blackwell: "If we are filled with the 
teachmgs, we will be automatically teachiog all the 
time. u 

Robert McLaughlm: "Let us take a positive attitude 
toward the plan of each one t winning one. H 

Charlotte Linfoot: "The first step is to stimulate 
general enthusiasm and confidence on the part of all 
believers, and to make them feel that we can multiply 
believers, and multiply centers. The second step is for 
Area and Regional Teaching committees to plan im
mediately for regional teaching conferences, to be held 
before June 1, at which the convention reports will be 
given and plans made for conferences to follow. The 
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first of these conferences to follow will consist of a 
round-table study of America's God-Given Mission, and 
the second will be a uHow to Do" conference. 

Third step is consolidation. Goals for each region 
are to be set in consultation between the Area and 
Regional Teaching committees. We will need to utilize 
the talents of the various Baha'is. 

Rafi Mottahedeh: ClIn visiting foreign pioneers, all 
the Feasts and other gatherings are centered upon 
teaching. This is the foremost thought in everyone's 
mind. All consultation concerns it. The greatest thing 
in our lives, the teaching work. should be the main 
topic of conversation in all our Feasts and Assemblies. 
Our Assemblies, especiallY, should concentrate more 
on teaching work than anything else." 

Ethel Crane: "Let us stimulate the other believers so 
that they will carry the work along with us. Let us 
give our story differently, with enthusiasm. Let us 
give confidence to the believers in a community. Let 
them know the power comes from God and they can 
confirm as well as anyone else." 

John Allen, chairman of the American National 
Teaching Committee, quoting the Guardian: "'Our re
sponsibilities must be seriously and speedily recon
sidered'. The Guardian has given us plenty of time 
to consider our goals, but time is running out. Nothing 
could be more hollow than coming to the Centenary 
next year, not having achieved our goals. To help us 
in our program, we have the promise of Divine as
sistance." 

Mamie Seta: "St. Paul said 'The real things are 
unseen'. This is the 'invisible assistance'." 

Bill Sears: "We have to get someone at the control 
tower to help these Divine assistances to come down 
. . . we can guide ourselves by these five words of 
the Guardian 'The last and irretrievable chance'." 

Winston Evans: "First, we have to have the burning 
desire to tell the story. If we get out of the habit 
of telling it, we soon get out of the spirit . . . We 
have something to give us more contacts than we will 
know what to do with. It is that wonderful recording 
'Words for the World'. Every community should have 
at least one set of these records. They can take the 
place of a public speaker. I can visualize the time 
when people will call us up and ask if they can come 
over and listen to this recording. 'Words for the World' 
can be our greatest teaching aid." 

Raymond Rouse: "Let the believers have a part in 
accepting this plan." 

Marvin Newport: "If we each give the message once 
a day, we can't help but succeed." 

Harlan Ober: "The plan of Baha'u'llah is that every 
twig should give forth leaves. Each one of us should 
teach. The Guardian has suggested that we should 
teach individually. Just giving the principles doesn't 
help unless we have the spirit with it. In America's 
Spiritual Mission we are told 'to shower such kindness 
upon the seeker . . . to exemplify the teachings.' If 
we bring him too soon to meet the body of the be
lievers, he may meet someone who will undo some of 
what we have started . . . What we don't realize 
that a channel is set up between the seeker and the 
one giving the Message. There is a spiritual relation
ship between the student and the teacher, and we 
should recognize that and not interfere in the teaching 
when someone has started with a pupil." 

Mamie Seto: "Some Baha'is think they haven't the 
ability to teach. Each one of us who has accepted 
the Covenant can teach. Our message is simple. It 
is a simple story of the love of God for man." 

Borr ah Ka velin: 4 'We have been chosen to represent 
the believers at home. We must capture the spirit of 
consecration and carry it back home," 

Margery McCormick: "It is necessary to become in
formed about the prophecies of the Bible." 

Virginia Foster: "If two or more get together and 
read together the creative words, nothing can withhold 
the attraction." 

Bill Sears: "People say they are tired. 'Abdu·l-Baha 
said he was tired, too, but he could not stop because 
always he would hear the voice of Baha'u'llith saying, 
4March, March' ". 

Kenneth Christian: "The purpose of our Faith is not 
at all salvation in the old sense. It seems to me 'Civiliza .. 
tion' is the word. 'Abdu'l-Baha, speaking of the teachers 
who must go forth, said 'Let him put his whole trust in 
God as the best provision for his journey, and array 
himself with the robe of virtue.' A great world crusade 
is before us, and the four international conferences will 
set it in motion." 

Emma Rice, returned pilgrim: uThe Guardian said, 
'Tell fue American Baha'is that I want them to remem
ber the preponderating role 'Abdu'l-Baha bestowed upon 
America . . . and I wish them to support the four in
tercontinental conferences'." 

Glen Vasel, pilgrim just returned: "The Guardian said 
tell the believers to attend as many of these conferences 
as possible. The Guardian believes the American Baha'is 
have two important tasks: (1) increase the number of 
believers and (2) increase the number of Assemblies. He 
told me the Baha'is in America have over-systematized 
and over-channelized the Faith and are not teaching." 

Larry Hautz: "The Guardian said the American com
munity has failed to attract the colored believers of 
this country. Speaking of minorities, the minority group 
in your community is the most important group for you 
to consider." 

David Ruhe: "Recommend that we undertake a re
survey of our personnel resources, that we consult ex
perts in the field. We need a trained personnel specialist 
to help us utilize and organize Our personnel resources." 

John Inglis: "A four-point plan for accomplishing our 
goal of "Each one, win one": 1. Preparation of ourselves. 
Gleanings, Tablet CXXV, beginning on page 264, gives 
us the exact blueprint of what we need as a teacher to 
give the Cause. 2. Look up every possible contact. 3. 
Effort. We must make the effort and go to others. Our 
reward may be someone else we meet along the way
it may not be the one we expect, but effort will set 
the plan in motion. 4. Closing: The ·Covenant. It is the 
Covenant which confirms." 

Margaret Ford: "How to do it-we might begin with 
the advice of 'Abdu'l-Baha, in Tablets, Volume 2, 'Teach 
with simplicity, purity and freedom' ". 

PRAYER. Peggy True: "A friend wrote the Guardian 
saying she was having trouble making new Baha'is be
cause people are so material. The Guardian replied 
'There are Bah"·!s in the world. It is your job to seek 
them out through prayer' ". 

Nina Matthiessen: "Have you ever started the day 
with the pr ayer in mind, that you would that day be 
able to give the Message to one soul? Let's each day of 
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this coming year pray that God will permit us to give 
the Message to one soul that day, and if we have faith, 
that privilege will be given us." 

Larry Hautz: "The Guardian said the Baha'is should 
get up earlier in the morning and pray, and then allow 
sufficient time for meditation before we rush off to 
work." 

GIVING. Borrah Kavelin: "The Fund is the heart
beat of the Baha'i life. Without it we could not build the 
Shrine, we could not send pioneers, we could not com
plete the Temple, we could not do very much. Not a 
Nineteen-Day Feast should go by without discussing the 
Bahd'i News and the National Fund." 

Mamie Seta: "Contributing is not on a material plane. 
The law of giving is the law of increase .... You will 
never grow poorer by giving. The progress of spiritual 
things is dependent upon spiritual conditions. How can 
you become spiritual if you don't eat? If you want to 
test yourself on how much you love God, you can do it 
by how much you give. The Guardian's wish for us is 
one of bounteous living, and not deprivation." 

Horace Holley: "The Letters of the Living did not say 
'How much shall I give?' but they had the consecTation 
to give all." 

UNITY. Dr. Katherine True: "If we pretended that 
Shoghi Effendi were present at all our meetings, we 
would all be so intent on being good Baha'is we would 
not express any disunity." 

PILGRIMS. Larry Hautz: "The Guardian said some 
people make the pilgrimage physically, but never make 
it spiritually." 

AFRICA. Bessie Barham: "The African students in 
the United States are terribly lonely and they're hun
gry for self-expression. They are eager to ten you of 
their country. It is best to let them talk first." 

Dwight Allen, chairman of ~ational Youth Commit
tee: "The African students are homesick: .... If possible, 
invite several together, .. Appeal to the hearts." 

Matthew Bullock, of the African committee: HWe need 
pioneers with means, pioneers who can find positions in 
Africa. We need to write to the pioneers in Africa to 
keep up their morale/' 

SUMMER SCHOOLS: These are to be the source of 
inspiration and equipment for our teaching work. Every· 
thing will be keyed to teaching. 

HANDS OF THE CAUSE. Larry Hautz: "The Guard
ian has named the different doors of the Tomb of the 
Bab after some of the Hands of the Cause. I asked him 
how many Hands there will be. He said there could 
well be 95 Hands. The Hands are independent of the 
National Spiritual Assemblies, and their first responsi
bility is to maintain the integrity of the Faith and to 
stimuiate teaching. In the near future a Hand of the 
Cause will write the history of the Faith, another may 
be outstanding in the field of music, and our whole 
civilization, in its different aspects, will grow up under 
the stimulus of these various Hands." 
-CYNTHIA OLSON and Rum BROWN, Convention Reporters 

NEW ADDRESS - Baha'i New. Editorial Office 
110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Effective immediately, all photos and reports 
should be sent to this address. 

National Spiritual Assembly 
America and the World Crusade 

Beloved friends: 
We American Baha'is have been made conscious of our 

particular destiny in the promulgation of the Baha'i Mes
sage throughout the world and in the establishment 
of the new Order of Baha'u'Uah. 

Ours is the mission to provide the workers and the 
resources needed to sustain the Guardian's world cru
sade. From 1953 to 1963 the forces required to produce 
Baha'i communities in the now unoccupied areas of the 
earth will be gathered from East and West. Side by 
side the Baha'is of all national Baha'i communities will 
go forth to enkindle the light of faith where darkness 
now prevails. The quality and capacity of the individual 
believer engaged in this sacred task will be the es
sential concern) not his race, class or nationality. 

Though every national community, including that to 
be formed by the Baha'is of Switzerland and Italy and 
that to be formed by Baha'is of central Africa, will 
participate as equals and contribute to the one com
mon cause, the share of America must be the decisive 
factor in attaining the goal. This is not from our merit 
as individual Baha'is. This is not a superiority of which 
we can justifiably boast or even be conscious. 

In the working out of human history, the American 
continent, peopled and developed by representatives of 
so many countries, cultures and civilizations, has be
come the last refuge of man's hope for justice and 
peace. In other lands the principle of necessity has 
displaced the principle of grace. The peoples gathered 
here were not summoned by destiny to form one more 
separate nation, one more self-centered culture in the 
series of limited civilizations which have arisen and 
perished, but to create a social instrument capable of 
shattering the oppressions crushing humanity, destroy
ing the superstitions holding the human spirit in servi
tude, and providing opportunity for others to rise to 
world citizenship and become parts of one united man
kind. 

The Baha 'f world crusade 1953-1963 is not one more 
teaching project. Its purpose is to achieve the salva
tion of man. In this period of ten years, the spirit of 
of the Revelation of Baha'u'llab will meet, and over
come, the most powerful and desperate enemies of the 
human soul-the acceptance of ignorance, war, sec
tarianism, poverty and injustice as inevitable and eter
nal conditions ordained from the beginning for man's 
life on earth. 

The Baha'i mission, in essence, is to replace inert 
tradition with the creative powers of divine truth, and 
transmute mankind from the dominance of instinct to 
the freedom of conscious knowledge. God-given institu
tions, endowed with new powers, must demonstrate 
their capacity to realize the purposes of man's true 
destiny. and identify human hope with the prevalence 
of revealed law. The world crusade reveals this process 
in its final stage, when the visible shape of spiritual 
victory has emerged in the souls of believers, and the 
shadow of self-betrayal becomes darkest in the souls 
of those who deny God. 

The prophetic nature of this era exalts our human 
powers and inspires us with the conviction that victory 
was decreed from the beginning. This work is God's 



8 JUNE, 1952 

providence. Those who are a ware of this providence 
stand armed against all discouragement. The will of 
God decrees the time, the method and the goal. We 
who acclaim the decree do so by rising above ourselves 
and becoming His missioners, endowed with qualities 
stronger and purer than our own. 

-For each of us our one destined contribution is to 
rise to the plane of spiritual consecration and give en
trance to the quickening power. Not from us is ex
pected or needed the greatness of the statesman nor 
the genius of the poet. Greatness lies within the nature 
of the crusade itsel!. Let us seek consecration for 
obedience to the qnickening power that stands at the 
door of our hearts. Let us understand that for each of 
us the moment of supreme urgency has dawned. Effort 
of will, sacrifice of material means-these for us are 
not the exactions which human tyranny imposes upon 
its victims, but the wings offered us without which 
there is no flight across the vast abyss from animal 
to man. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Jubilee Program 
"The historic significance of this period cannot be 

overestimated. "-5hoghi Effendi, November 23, 1951. ~'A 
great responsibility rests on your Assembly to set 
through your vigorous, efficient and well-planned orga
nization of these threefold functions, an inspiring ex
~mple to all your sister Assemblies of East and West. 
The resources at your disposal, the freedom you enjoy, 
the high position occupied by the American Bahafi com
munity enable and entitle you to playa distinctive role 
in the celebrations of this great Jubllee that commemo
rates the Centenary of the termination of the Nine Year 
Babi Dispensati(m, representing as stated by the Bab 
Himself, the embryo of the Faith of Baha'u'llah, and 
the hundredth anniversary of the Birth of His Prophetic 
Mission."--Shoghi Effendi, through his secretary, No
vember 23, 1951. 

The principal events associated with Jubilee Year 
are announced to the believers so that they may make 
their plans, especially for attending the national pro
gram scheduled for April and May, 1953. 

1. The Holy Year celebrating the Centenary of 
Baha'u'llilh's mystical experience in Siyah-Chal-the 
Birth of His Prophetic Mission-begins on October 16. 
1952 with the Nineteen Day Feast observed after sunset 
on October IS, and concludes with the Nineteen Day 
Feast observed after sunset on October 15, 1953. 

2. Local public meetings celebrating the Jubilee will 
be held on November 12, 1952, January 18, 1953 and 
after sunset on April 20, 1953 the first day of Ri<j.vim. 

3. The Forty-Fifth Annual Convention will be held on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, April 29, 30 and May 
1, 1953. 

4. National public meetings will be conducted by the 
Jubilee Committee in Temple Foundation Hall on the 
first two evenings of the Convention period. 

5. Friday, May 1, a public meeting will be conducted 
in the evening by the Temple Dedication Committee. 

6. The House of Worship will be publicly dedicated 
on Saturday, May 2. 

7. The evening of May 2 will be devoted to the cele
bration of the Feast of Ric;lvan. 

8. The All-America International Teaching Confer-

ence will be held on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, May 3, 4, 5, and 6. 

9. The Jubilee Committee will conduct public meet
ings on the four evenings of these Conference dates. 

Baha'is wishing to attend the Convention, Temple 
Dedication, the International Teaching Conference, and 
the National Celebrations of Jubilee Year will arrange 
to be in Wilmette from Wednesday, April 29 through 
Wednesday, May 6. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSKMBLY 

Report to the Friends 
The National Spiritual Assembly met for four days at 

the end of March, 1952, in an effort to act on all pending 
matters prior to the brief pre-Convention meeting sched
uled for April. At this meeting Leroy Ioas was absent 
on accotult of his residence in Haifa, at the World Center. 

The resolutions voted and recorded included those 
from No. 1734 to No. 1911, or a total of 177. 

The matters brought up for consultation fell into these 
classifications: Communications from and to the Guard
ian, Treasury, Committee Appointments, Service Com
mittees, International, National and Regional Teaching 
(Consolidation), Schools, Child Education, National Spir
itual Assembly Members, State Conventions, National 
Convention, Local Assemblies, IndividualS, other Na
tional Assemblies, Jubilee, Memorial gatherings. 

The body of the Minutes fill 69 pages. In addition 
there are 14 pages of Index and Annexes. 

Cables from the Guardian included that dated Feb
ruary 29, since published in Baha'i News, and that dated 
March 8, also published, and the cable of March 16 
about the purchase of a l:Ia~iratu'l-Quds in Central Africa, 
likewise published. 

A telegram was received from Siegfried Schopflocher 
during the meeting announcing the death of Mr. Wil
liam Sutherland Maxwell. The next day a cable came 
from the Guardian directing Horace Holley to attend 
the funeral in Montreal. This was followed by the Guard
ian's cable of March 26, his tribute to Sutherland Max
well. Action was taken to conduct a national Memorial 
gathering in honor of Sutherland Maxwell during the 
Convention. 

A letter from the Guardian dated January 27, 1952, 
to the Africa Teaching Comm i ttee was marked for 
publication in Baha'i News. 

Financial reports submitted as of May 1, 1951 to Feb
ruary 29, 1952, showed a total of $301,468 received for 
National Fund and Resolve Plan, less than the total 
needed as of these dates by $73,522. 

Mr. H. B. Kavelin was appointed Acting Treasurer 
to serve until the end of the current administrative 
year. 

Seventy-one contributions were received during Janu
ary and February marked in memory of some departed 
relative or friend. 

Miss Mae Graves was appointed Manager of the Pub
lishing Committee as of May 1, 1952. 

Six different books and pamphlets were listed as being 
in process of pUblication. 

In Africa, the American pioneers have been making 
important contacts and establishing a firm foundation 
of good will among the people of these areas. The 
Committee reports regularly on these activities through 
Baha'i News. 
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Much time was devoted to consideration of the Jubilee 
Celebration and the four Intercontinental Teaching Con
ferences called by the Guardian for 1953. 

A budget was recorded as a recommendation to the 
incoming National Spiritual Assembly for sustaining the 
National Spiritual Assemblies of Latin America to the 
end of the Second Seven Year Plan. 

A National Teaching Program was submitted by the 
American National Teaching Committee for presenta
tion to the Convention, resulting in prayerful discussion 
of the most effective methods of arousing the entire 
Baha'i community for personal teaching. Arrangements 
were made for a joint meeting of members of Area 
Teaching Committees with the National Teaching Com
mittee at the Convention. 

Action was taken. to request consultation between the 
American National Teaching Committee and the Na
tional Youth Committee to bring about a more active 
participation of Youth in the national teaching cam
paign and their closer collaboration with Area and Re
gional Teaching Committees. 

The Texas Regional Teaching Committee reported that 
Miss Anna Reinke has mailed out 243 Baha'i pamphlets 
during the year, presented 26 Baha'i books, 17 of them 
in public libraries. Miss Reinke was a member of the 
Regional Teaching Committee. 

Recommendations made by State Conventions were 
considered under three groups: General Recommenda ... 
tions, those related to State Convention arrangements 
and agendas, and those pertaining to the National Con
vention. The recommendations related to State Con
ventions and National Conventions are to be studied 
when arrangements are made for these meetings in 1953. 

Among local Assembly matters, the Minutes deal 
with the question of literature for teaching Eskimos, 
joint sponsorship of programs by two adjoining Assem
blies, Inter-Assembly Committees, the need of a pam
phlet on transliteration and translation of Arabic and 
Persian terms found in the Baha'i writings, preparation 
of applicants for enrollment, reports of programs used 
for Brotherhood Week, reports on local meetings ad
dressed by Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Weeden. 

Dorothy Baker presented an outline of subjects she 
was prepared to present at the Latin American Con
ventions and post-Convention sessions, and these were 
approved. 

Plans submitted by the Jubilee Committee were ap
proved. These are to be announced by the Committee 
in Baha'i News. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBt.Y 

First Italian BaM'i Conference 
Rome - March 21-23, 1952 

The Naw-Ru.z Banquet was held Thursday evening. 
March 20, at the Hotel Savoia. There were about 70 
present. It was a beautiful room, and the long table 
decorated with smilax and spring flowers produced a 
lovely effect. Mr. Giulio Jacoviello of Florence, chair
man of the Conference, read the opening prayer. After 
the dinner, Mr. Ugo Giachery welcomed the friends and 
then asked Mr. Zikrullah Khadem, a Hand of the Cause 
from Persia, to speak to the friends. Miss Steinmetz and 
Miss Kempton also spoke a few words. 

The Conference opened at 9:30 Friday morning, with 
an address of welcome by Mr. U go Giachery, followed 

by the introduction of Mr. Zikrullah Khadem, a Hand of 
the Cause of God, who is on a special mission, having 
been sent by the Guardian to visit all the Baha'i centers 
in Europe. 

Having two "Hands of the Cause of God" present at 
this Conference, fresh from the presence ,of our beloved 
Guardian lifted us all to a very high spiritual level, 
such as we have never before experienced. 

"I have given my heart to the Guardian forever" was 
Mr. Giachery's opening remark. He then told us of the 
nine halcyon days spent with the Guardian-a life incon
ceivable unless actually experienced. 

The establishment of the first National Spiritual As
sembly 1Hlder the Second Seven Year Plan is an im
portant historic event, said Mr. Giachery, and the 
Guardian has placed great emphasis on its formation. 
It is a priceless gift, the value of which we cannot yet 
fully comprehend. He also stated that it is the express 
desire of the Guardian that there be a rapid increase in 
the number of communities. Also, with the help and the 
love of the Swiss friends across the border we must 
now become an international community. 

Mr. Giachery then spoke of the Guardian's intense 
pleasure when he read the letter from the Queen of 
Holland to the Dutch friends. "Always try to approach 
the highest authority in the land", said the Guardian. 

Mr. Khaden then told of his visit with the beloved 
Guardian. His emphasis was on the blessings we receive 
through the Guardian .. IIThis Conference reminds me of 
the Conference of Bada~t and of the guidance of 
Baha'u'llah. Today, when we look at ourselves we are 
helpless, we do not know what to do, but we have the 
guidance of the beloved Guardian." He then quoted that 
beautiful passage written by Baha'u'nah, in which He 
tells us that "God has created all things but all that He 
wants is the hearts of His servants." Our Guardian has 
asked us to gather here for a very important matter
the building of the World Order of Baha'u'llah. 

"We have no idea what the Guardian is doing for the 
world and for us," said Mr. Khadem, as he told of his 
long working hours-sometimes working way into the 
early hours of the morning. He described a map of the 
world that the Guardian has marked with circles around 
those countries in which National Spiritual Assemblies 
are to be formed. All the Spiritual Assemblies (Na
tional) already established have a letter. 

The Italian-Swiss National Spiritual Assembly will be 
the twelfth and the letter "L" will be given to it upon its 
formation. He alBo said that the formation of the Italian
Swiss National Spiritual Assembly was to have been 
later, but that the progress was swifter than had been 
anticipated and so we have been given the great botmty 
of being allowed to elect this pillar of the Universal 
House of Justice at an earlier date. This swift progress 
is the result of prayer and effort. 

He then spoke of the effect of prayer-it is as a mag
net which attracts. The center of gravity is not gone but 
something is added-a superior force has been brought 
into action. 

With sweet humility Mrs. Khadem gave us the 
greetings from the friends in Persia. uThe Guardian has 
sent my husband and myself on a mission to visit all the 
friends in Europe-I find I have come to learn a lesson 
in obedience and spirituality. Never have I imagined 
such happiness and joy as I have experienced during my 
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First Italian Conference in Bome, March 21-23., 1952:. 

visit to Haifa. I have been in the presence of the Guard
ian many times but this time my eyes were open." She 
spoke of RUJ:tiyyib Khimum, as an angel, like Mary the 
Mother of Jesus; of Mrs. Collins, her spiritual mother, 
whom she felt she could never leave because she loved 
her so; of Jessie and Ethel Revell and of all the dear 
ones now gathered in Haifa. She felt she could never 
leave these dear friends but they told her she would 
find other souls in the other countries she would visit 
and she was finding this to be true. "I beg for prayers 
from you all" was her closing remark, 

The Secretary of the Rome Spiritual Assembly then 
read the message from the Conference to the Guardian. 

The main topics of the Conference Program were ~ 
1) The Importance of Firmness in the Covenant 
2) Baha'i Publications-Italian 
3) The Baha'i Community 

a) Its formation and life 
b) Baha'i Community 
The Development of the Administrative Order 

4) Ways and Means of Extension Teaching 
Publicity and Pres s 
Contribution of Youth to Promulgation of Teachings 

5) Collaboration between all Italian Communities 
Summary of Main Issues of Conference 
Discussion 

The Conference was carried over to SWlday for a full 
discussion between the Italian and Swiss friends. The 
Swiss representatives attending were Mr. Friedrich 
Schar, Mrs. Alice Heer, Mr. Fritz Semle, Miss Elsa 
Steinmetz, Mrs. Olga Schar and Miss Honor Kempton. 

The session opened with prayers in Swiss, German 
and in Italian, Mr. Giachery told the friends of the great 
joy the Guardian expressed at the coming establishment 
of the joint National Spiritual Assembly between Italy 
and Switzerland. The characteristics of the Italian and 
Swiss will make a good Hmarriage." The Swiss are 
serious and stern and the Italian enthusiastic. "I want 
you," said :the Guardian, "to inform the friends that this 
is to be considered as a great honor. You are not yet 
mature-mature united, but not alone." Finally he spoke 
of the new National Assembly to be formed as a 

"Great Jewel", a "Great Gift". 
The date for the 22nd of March, 1953, was set for the 

election of 19 delegates. During the Ri4van period, as 
requested by the Guardian the friends will convene in 
Florence and the 19 delegates will elect the first Italian
Swiss National Spiritual Assembly. 

Miss Steinmetz then outlined eight subjects for review 
and discussion, including the goals for this year set 
by the Guardian in his message to the Conference held 
in Holland last summer; the three major duties of these 
Regional Committees; the extension teaching program 
and others. Her presentation was based upon the Swiss 
teaching program for accomplishing preparatory work 
leading to the formation of the Italian-Swiss National 
Spiritual Assembly in Florence, RiQ,van, 1953. 

The presentation of the proposed Swiss teaching pro
gram was followed by personal words of thanks on the 
part of the Swiss friends, for the great privilege of 
participating in this glorious Conference, 

In closing Miss Steinmetz said as a parting word 
from her own heart, that she would like to gather all of 
the love and gratitude expressed by the Swiss friends 
into a beautiful bouquet, and lay it, with all its sweet 
fragrance, in the arms of each of the Italian Friends
with special thanks to the Giachery and Khadem 
families. 

We were then told some thrilling historical facts of 
Mount Carmel, of the land of Mount Carmel, and that 
later some of this land would be registered in the 
names of the National Spiritual Assemblies of the world 
-that the National Spiritual Assembly of Italy and 
Switzerland would have its piece of land on this Holy 
Mountain. Further, Mr. Giachery spoke of the Tablet of 
Carmel, revealed by Bahil'u'llflh in the Cave of Elijah 
(page 14 of The Gleanings)-that we should study well 
this Tablet and learn it by heart. "Hasten forth and 
circumambulate the City of God that hath descended 
from heaven ... ," writes Baha'u'llah. The City of God 
was then a secret-He was referring to the Shrine of the 
Bah. "Ere long will God sail His Ark upon thee, and 
will manifest the people of Bahil who have been men
tioned in the Book of Names." The Ark of God is the 
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New World Order-the ship in which the members of 
the International House of Justice will be Hmanifest." 
These uPeople of Baha" have not yet been manifested. 
We heard how Baha'u'llilh pitched His Tent on Mount 
Carmel, thus fulfilling Bible prophecy. The Guardian 
has the HTent" which was "pitched" on Mount Carmel 
-it is now in Bahji. 

It made the Italian friends very happy to know that 
the "garment" of the Shr.ine of the Bab came from the 
womb of earth of Italy. This has a great significance. 
·Also, the columns of the Shrine are made from marble 
from Mount Mattarone--just a few kilometers from the 
Swiss border. 

In closing Mr. Khadem said he had been thinking 
of the years of restriction-during the time of the Bab 
and of Bahatu'llah. '·Now" he says, '-':we- are marching 
forward without restriction-I am seeing the builders of 
the World Order of Baha'u'lhlh at work." 

"The suffering from parting is hard to bear, the com
fort of having the friends with us has been very great," 
were Mr. Giachery's closing words. HI wish they would 
never go away. I hope we shall have the opportunity of 
meeting again very soon and that at that time there 
will be many many more of this great family the Baha'i 
family." 

-HONOR KeMPTON 

GENEVA OFFICE, E.T.C. 

The Africa Teaching Campaign 
Loving prayers, warm greetings and an attractive 

display emphasizing the spiritual campaign in Africa, 
aU brought our much loved American? British, Persian 
and African pioneers in Africa close to the hearts of the 
American Baha'is assembled in their 44th annual con
vention at Wilmette. 

The display featured a large map with gay ribbons 
showing the locations of pioneers, groups and assemblies 
in Africa. Beside it there were pictures of all our pio
neers, beautiful photographs, showing our Kampala 
and Dar groups and the native African Baha'IS, pictoria1 
photographs showing the charm and challenge of 
Mrican territories and a splendid set of pictures showing 
educational projects being laWlched among the natives 
of West Africa. The pamphlets now available in African 
native languages were featured. There were also letters 
from the pioneers. A large and fine photograph of the 
late Louis Gregory was mounted on the display and be
side it beautifully illumioated were the words of the 
Guardian describing the great influence the life and 
service of this first Hand of the Faith of the Negro Race 
is to have upon the work in Africa and the African be
lievers. The display was mounted just outside of the 
door leading to Foundation Hall where Convention ses
sions are held. Many photographs were made of it, and 
the Committee hopes to share with each of the Africa 
pioneers a picture of the display. 

Committee members at the Convention were kept 
busy by a steady stream of new applicants for pioneer 
work and believers interested in the Africa Campaign. 
During the session devoted to discussing the work of 
the Campaign, the delegates presented some most in
teresting accounts of the work being done among African 
students in America by Baha'i individuals and groups. 
The whole convention gave thoughtful consideration to 
these passages of the Beloved Guardian's cable bearing 

upon the Africa Teaching work and the coming Africa 
Conference. 

As this report goes to press, word has come from Rex 
and Mary Collison, the first American pioneers to Kam
pala. They arrived at their destination on April 25, 1952. 
The Committee is grateful to be able to share the 
following excerpts from their enthusiastic and inspiring 
letter. 

~'At last we have something to report! We arrived in 
Kampala, Friday afternoon, April 25, and were met by 
Mr. and Mrs. Banani, Mr. and Mrs. Nakhjavani and 
Bahia (4 yrs.) with a big bunch of yellow lilies, two 
African believers, and an English contact with a pick-up 
for our luggage. Just such love, thoughtfulness and 
service have been showered on us every day since. In 
the few days here we have had special Ric;lvan meetings, 
Feast, Conference Committee meetings and several 
extras for special contacts. Today is our first day with~ 
out some gathering at the Bananis. We must soon start 
out on our own, as we made contacts en route. Philip 
Hainsworth met us about 30 miles east of Jinga and 
drove us to Jinga direct as the railroad made a big loop, 
so we had about 2'4 hours with him and he has been in 
Kampala several times since ... We now have four African 
?elie~ers of whom .one is outstanding in understanding, 
mtelhgence, matunty and contact and teaching ability. 
Several others of similar types seem genuinely in
terested. As we thought, this pioneer group is out
standing in many ways. . . 

'~Last night we commemorated the 12th day of Ri~van 
in the home of the African Baha'i referred to above. It 
was a memorable gathering of sixteen adults (9 African, 
7 men and 2 women) and four children. Two present ex
pressed their desire to become Baha'is and preparatory 
classes will be held. It was the first meeting in a Baha'i 
African Home-- a two-room brick house, concrete fioor, 
wooden shutters at windows (no glass), thatched roof, 
little furniture, immaculately clean. Philip had brought 
flowers from his garden. 

0' ..•. The weather is remarkable-unbelievable! We 
have had only two days hot and huroid by Northern Cali
fornia or upper New York state standards, but Rex says 
no comparison with the heat of the middle west. Pio
neers say in the last nine months none were hotter .... 

"A car is practically essential. Kampala spreads 
over a really large area of hilly country and African con
tacts often really need transportation one way at least, 
because of distance and time involved. . . public 
transportation does not exist. Taxis are rare and ar
rangements difficult and expensive. . . . 

"More Americans are needed in Africa! What can we 
do to help speed things up? 

"Let us all pray and act to speed things up in the 
Africa Campaign! 

Fireside in Korea 

-THE A.mIcA TEAcHING COM1vIITI'EE 

ELSIE AUSTIN, Chairman 

A fireside meeting can be held anywhere, under any 
conditions, if the spirit is willing, as has been proved by 
a letter to the Baha'i Publishing Committee from one of 
the believers ordering pamphlets ("The Baha'i House 
of Worship", 'lMan One Family", "Security for a 
Failing World", and "Faith for Freedom") for her 
husband in Korea. He has been there many months, 
and is conducting a fireside at the front. 
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International News 
The British Isles 

The most important problem facing the British Baha'i 
Community in recent months has been the consolidation 
of the Assemblies formed during the Six-Year Plan. 
Progress in this, the first goal of the Two-Year Plan 
now in effect, has been slower than in the goals of the 
Africa campaign. Urgent calls for pioneers-at-home 
have gone out, and a good response received, and it is 
hoped that through this effort the weak Assemblies will 
be maintained. For the first time in British Bah .. 'i his
tory, three Communities besides London and Man
chester have been allocated more than two delegates to 
the Convention, and there are fewer Communities, than 
in previous years, of nine members only. 

The work in Africa has been progressing well, and 
there are good signs that there may be Assemblies in 
Kampala and Dar es Salaam by the time this bulletin is 
in print. Most of the translations into the African 
languages are completed and a start has been made in 
printing them. The London Baha'i Community were 
very happy to welcome Professor and Mrs. Collison 
who spent two weeks there on the way from the United 
States to their pioneering post in Uganda. They expect 
to arrive at their location early in May, and will belong 
to a Community whose Assembly will have on it the 
.first four African believers in Uganda. 

The British Community, like the rest of the Bah .. 'i 
world, has been deeply moved by the rapid development 
of the institutions of the World Center of the Faith. 
British Baha'is have been fortunate in receiving several 
visitors who came to Britain from Iran, making the 
pilgrimage to Haifa on their way, and bringing with 
them some share of the spirit radiated from the World 
Center. 

An outstanding event in Britain each year is the 
Teaching Conference held in January for the whole of 
the British Isles, this year in Birmingham. One of the 
outstanding features this year was the desire of those in 
the stronger Communities to help the teaching work in 
the weaker Communities, a technique particularly suited 
to a smail, densely populated country such as Britain. 
The film of the Master was shown for the first time in 
Britain at the Teaching Conference, together with the 
most recent film of the Shrine and gardens. 

Northampton Baha'is report a thrilling experience of 
the power of Baha'i consulation: they have disbanded 
their local Teaching Committee and the Assembly itself 
makes all teaching plans, discussing these with the 
Community at each Feast. They recently instituted 
tmited prayers for more contacts, and within a few 
weeks several more attended their Thursday meeting
some of them seemed dissatisfied with the type of pro
gram, and at the next Feast, the Community consulted, 
decided on a marked change in the program and put this 
on the following week, with tremendous success and 
both Baha'is and contacts radiating a wonderful spirit of 
unity and love.; this was so overpowering that one of the 
newest believers volunteered to give a series of talks, 
having never spoken a word in public before. As their 
faith is. so are their blessings! 

On the occasion of the recent death of Mrs. Marguerite 
WeJlby Preston, former member of the London As
sembly and of the British N.S.A., the Guardian wired: 
"Grieved tragic loss, praying fervently behalf de-

parted." For six years Mrs. Preston had been the only 
Baha'i in Kenya, where she and her husband had settled 
in 1945. Last year she was left a widow with her three 
small children to care for. 

When the Africa project started Marguerite's old en
thusiasm for her beloved Faith was kindled into a 
brighter flame. She had never lost touch with the 
activities in Britain but now that the field was opening 
in Kenya she was anxious to do all in her power to help. 
As a preliminary to further activity she returned to 
Britain for a few weeks where she renewed many old 
friendships. 

She left Britain by airplane on Saturday, February 16, 
on her long journey home to Africa, accompanied by her 
little son Adrian, age 5. She was enthusiastic and full 
of plans for Baha'i activity in Kenya. On the following 
Monday the news of the terrible accident that took the 
lives of all passengers, came as a great shock to all 
who knew her. 

She was able to supply the British Africa Committee 
with much valuable information about conditions in 
Kenya and showed such an eagerness for the work of 
the Two Year Plan that the National Assembly told 
her they considered her a pioneer. As her return to 
Kenya was largely influenced by her desire to teach the 
Cause she fully justified this title. Her sudden death 
deprives the Faith in Africa of a devoted servant. 

Germany 
The National Convention of Germany took place the 

third and fourth of May in Frankfurt aIM with thirty
eight delegates participating. 

Ten goal cities are listed under the Five-year Plan: 
Munich, Ulm, Ebingen, Tiibingen, Ludwigsburg, Heil
bronn, Neckargemiind, Giessen, BonnjIndustriegebiet. 
Bremen. 

Summer school and teaching conferences will include: 
Youth Summer School in Heppenheim, July 27-

August 9 
Summer School in Ess1ingen alN August 1()'16 
Teaching Conference (ETC) in Luxembourg August 

23-31 
Teaching Meeting in Hamburg September 6-7 
From Karlsruhe, Tiibingen and Darmstadt comes 

news of good work done by the Persian section of the 
National Teaching Committee in lecturing about the 
Faith in various colleges. Interest was aroused and 
press notices were appreciative. 

The German Baha'i News carries from time to time 
notices of the teaching programs of the communities, 
so that whenever possible traveling friends may take 
advantage of these. Schedules and programs for such 
teaching meetings have already been published for 
Frankfurt, Darmstadt, Wiesbaden, Heidelberg, Karls
ruhe and Stuttgart. 

After a time of austerity, in which (~s befell our own 
World Order Magazine in the U.S.) "Sonne der Wahr
heit" (Sun of Truth) did not appear, plans are again 
being set in motion to begin publication anew of this 
German Baha'i magazine. 

Australia and New Zealand 
The following excerpt of a letter from the Guardian 

to the friends "down under" emphasizes that maturity 
for which all parts of the Baha'i world are striving: 
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"The Guardian has noted a new spirit of love and 
unity amongst the Australian and New Zealand BaM'is 
which pleases him very much, as the atmosphere of 
harmony amongst the friends will attract the Divine 
Blessings and enable them to achieve a great deal more 

. for the Faith. 

uHe strongly feels that the time has come for the 
believers of Australia and New Zealand to arise as a 
conquering army and ensure the attainment of their 
goals under their Six Year Plan. They now constitute 
one of the strongest bodies of believers in the world, 
ranking with such active and well established commu
nities as those of Canada, Great Britain and India. 
Their period of adolescence in the Faith has passed; 
they are now adults, and they must face the problems 
involved in fulfilling their Plan squarely and with ma
turity .... They must sacrifice, concentrate on their 
tasks, plan their actions and carry on their pioneer 
work with determination, realizing they will have no 
one to blame for any failures, except themselves! He 
is proud of the progress they have made and confident 
they can succeed if they really try." 

Mr. stanley Bolton, Sr., has recently completed an 
interstate teaching trip taking him to centres in New 
South Wales, Victoria and South Australia. It extended 
from October 21 to December 5, 1951. 

By carrying special equipment he was able to con
centra te his efforts on showing the mo:tion pictures of 
the Baha'i Gardens and Shrines on Mount Carmel al
most every night during the trip. Accompanied by a 
commentary, the picture was followed by a short talk 
during which Mr. Bolton gave a resume of the origin, 
history and principles of the Faith. 

The film was shown in Wagga, Albury, Melbourne, 
Ballarat, Kingston and Adelaide to twenty-five meet
ings and gatherings. It is having a profound effect upon 
Baha'is and non-Baha'is alike. 

In addition to this, Mr. Bolton gave a seven minute 
radio broadcast over 3BA, Ballarat, on November 9 
which ·was re-broadcast on November 11, and a twelve 
minute broadcast over SAD, Adelaide. He also spoke 
from the pnlpit of the Australian Church in Melbourne 
on November 4. 

Canada 
In the Canadian Baha'i News we found this open 

letter to Canadian believers irom a pioneer in Africa 
and it is so wtiversal and helpful in its message that 
we quote most of it here: 

"It is a paradox that until a community has achieved 
a Plan, it is not a commwtity at all. It is a con
glomeration of individuals, a loosely knit collection of 
believers, with rudimentary organs and systems. But 
then must come the day when the birth of a new 
entity takes place-an organically united, matured, vic~ 
torious community-a community in the true sense of 
it having collectively achieved a Goal. 

'iLet us never thlnk for a moment that a Baha'i Plan 
is only that a certain number has to be achieved
whether of believers, groups or assemblies. The number 
is only the measure, the size, the birth weight of the 
new community if it is to ~e born healthy and vigorous. 
We should dread to witness the birth of one of the 
more important, more blessed communities of 
Bahit'u'llilh's Kingdom if it is in any way deformed! 

"The prevention of such a calamity is a simple one. 

Ever since the Plan was launched~ nay J ever since 
His Holiness the Bab addressed His call to the West, 
the Supreme Concourse have been preparing the soil 
preparing souis, for just these days. All we have to d~ 
is to find these prepared souls. This is the first point 
we should remember, that there are more than enough 
potential Baha'is now Teady just thirsting for the Mes
sage. 

". • . The Baha'i is blessed beyond all science and 
medicine for he knows and can use three spiritual laws 
greater than any material one. 

liThe Law of Prayer, the Law most commonly used 
-yet not used enough. Prayer for guidance, for strength 
for your contacts; for your committees; for your N.8.A., 
and for the Guardian. Turning to him, and for him 
in prayer opens that channel through which can strean: 
power enough to melt all the snows iUp north' let alone 
bring a few confirmations. Yet the beauty of this Law 
is that no one can say he cannot do it. We can be 
solidly united in prayer; and so we should be, for 
it is a collective goal we are working for! 

"The Law of SaC1"ifi<;e. This seems such a beautilul 
and mysterious law, yet it works so practically. In fact, 
it seems to us to bring even greater results than prayer 
-for in prayer we talk with God, we supplicate, we 
give thanks, we meditate, and then we act with as
surance, but many times, because of jour margin of 
error' or our inability to see the end from the 
beginning, we do not know it our prayers are answered, 
or should I say how our prayers are answered. With 
this Law of Sacrifice, however, the result is immediate. 
You lose or give up something; indeed, until you do, 
the Law does not come into operation. That feeling of kI.. must be experienced, if only for a moment, be
cause that creates the vacuum as it were which al
lows the blessings to rush in. Oh, and are not these 
blessings multiple! That is the trouble, those who really 
sacrifice just keep on doing it, their happiness will not 
permit them to stop, and the freedom it brings, that 
is the joy! 

uTllU5 again, as in prayer, we can, and must, be 
Wlited in sacrifice. In a communal effort, no single 
soul can be exempted. 

"The Law of Consultation. Using the Law of Prayer 
is healing, satisfying, strengthening. Sacrifice is sweet 
and result-bringing. But the operation of the third and 
possibly the most obvious one in its efforts is exciting 
and convincing. In any Baha'i work, but particularly 
in a collective Plan, it is the supreme Law governing 
group and individual action. Although the results can 
be so positive, we are only just beginniog to dabble in 
its use. Have you ever thought of going along to the 
National Teaching Committee with no other th01J.ght in 
mind but service to the Cause, and saying: '1 would 
like to offer myself to you without reservation t ? Some
times consultation would say the best service is to stay 
at home; sometimes it gets you a better job in a new 
town; sometimes it may say, give us some months 
in a town but do not dig up your roots at home--
one can never tell. Whatever the answer is, one can 
face the future with an upright head and will know 
how to answer those thousands of people who in the 
years to come will surround us and say 'Why did you 
not tell us years ago when you had the chance?' It in 
the future we can fearlessly answer the masses and 
say 'I did aU 1 could.' then we need not be ashamed, 



14 JUNE, 1952 

but the guidance to interpret this 'aU' can only come 
through invoking the Law of Consultation. 

IIWhatever the situation is, let us be scientific-use 
the Laws we know win work. Let us become those 
spiritual giants our dear Guardian is eager to see; 
and above all, let us never forget that the triumph 
of the Plan will not only determine Can ada's stature 
in the future, but it will give another instrument to 
our Guardian to use in his mighty work. He loves 
work, does our Guardian, but we must give him the. 
tools. 

-PHIL1P HAINESwORm 

South America 
Just a brief pre-Convention note came from South 

America: 
The South American Convention takes place this year 

in Ezeiza, Argentina, which is also the location of the 
South American International Summer School. The me
morial for Sutherland Maxwell on the southern con
tinent, will be held in the country, where his wife, 
May Maxwell, gave her life in the Faith. 

Two new Assemblies have come forth in South Amer
ica this year, both in Chile-one in Qrsorno and one 
in Quilpue. 

American News 

Small Baha'i Communities 
Work Diligently 

The Baha'is in Fort Wayne, Indiana report the fol
lowing activities for one week. Naw-Ruz was celebrated 
in the local YMCA with a pot-luck supper and program, 
drawing together 22 Baha'is from in and around Fort 
Wayne. Four non-Baha'is attended. The following Sun
day, March 23rd, the local community sponsored a 
fifteen minute radio program over station WANE using 
the script uNew Life for the World". Monday evening 
two Baha'is were interviewed on station WOWO on a 
popular show and were able to tell the story of the Faith. 
Preceding and following the interview the "Words for the 

Florida State Convention, 195! 

World·· record was used. Another portion of the record 
was used at midnight to close the day's broadcasting 
activities. Tuesday evening the friends gathered to hear 
the youth program for World Youth Day, with 25 
present. 

At Sioux Falls, the Baha'is held their third annual 
Brotherhood dinner in collaboration with the Thomas 
Paine Society and the NAACP. Their guest speaker was 
Mr. Clarence Hughes of Minneapolis. Two rabbis, three 
ministers, and several other prominent guests were 
among the 67 dinner guests. 

Calvin and Barbara Steinmetz are making friends in 
Salem, Oregon, with recorded classical music in their 
home inviting people to UEvenings with the Masters. II 
For Brotherhood Week, the Baha'is arranged publicity 
in five newspapers in papers as much as fifty miles 
away. Two radio stations announced the meeting at 
the YMCA. Calvin Steinmetz was moderator at the 
meeting with a panel composed of Miss Kieme Yokoi of 
Japan; Sham Craver of India; C. A. Vanderpuye of Gold 
Coast, West Africa; William Maxwell of Phoenix, Ariz
ona; Sidney Wasserman of Salem, and Barbara Ste:iJl-. 
metz. 

Anchorage, Alaska, Baha'is recently held 21 fireside 
meetings in a single month! The friends have also 
bought a cemetery lot for Baha'i burials. 

Little Rock, Arkansas, felt their World Religion Day 
meeting was an outstanding success when they drew 
75 persons to their meeting in the YWCA. Seventeen 
year-<lld Vade Metha, an Indian student at the Blind 
School spoke on Hinduism, Mohammad Salem of Egypt 
spoke on Islam, Dr. Maurice Friedman spoke on Ju
daism, and Mary Conaster was the Bahali speaker. 
"Our music was rendered by two Negro friends of the 
Faith, a pianist and soloist. Here in the South, it is 
still unusual for Negro musicians -to be invited to per
form at meetings of this kind. The audience was mixed 
as is usual with our meetings." 

United Nations Study Material 
The Baha'i United Nations Committee is pleased to 

inform the friends that it has a prepared a Study Kit 
with information on the Bah .. ·! Faith and the United 
Nations. This Kit will enable the friends to study the 
United Nations from a Baha'i point of view. 

This Kit will contain the following material: Check 
List of Contents of Baha'i-United Nations Study Kit, 
Suggested Outline for Two Week Course, Some Baha'! 
Quotations on World Government and Collective Se
curity, Baha'i Relationship to United Nations, Report 
of the Baha·i Activities in Relation to the United Na
tions, Suggestions for Baha'i Delegates to United 
Nations Non-Governmental Organizations Conferences, 
Five UNESCO Pamphlets on the Race Question: The 
Roots of Prejudice, Race and Psychology~ Race and 
Culture, Race and Biology, Race Myths, UNESCO and 
Its Programme - III - The Race Question, Complete 
Uuited Nations Study Kit. 

The friends will find in the Kit much source material 
for teaching work in that the trend of daily events can 
be related to much of our Baha'! writings. The cost of 
the Study Kit will be $4.00 complete. Checks should be 
made out to Mildred R. Mottahedeh, 225 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 10, N.Y. 
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Temple IandIscapiDg work began April 29, 1952.. Pboto shows 
Hilbert E. DabI, LaDdseape Archltecl wilb Mr. J obn Meyers 

of George A. Fuller Co., General CODtraCliors. 

Plan For Jubilee Celebration 
October 16, 1952-0ctober 16, 1953 
Purpose: 

Celebration of the Century of the Birth of the Baha'i 
RevelaUon. 

Objectives: 
A. To assist the believers to achieve a deep spiritual 

understanding of the full significance of this Holy 
Year. 

B. Broader proclamation of the Baha'i Faith and the 
meaning of the Faith to the non-Baha'is, with full 
publicity of events. 

Theme: 
"The Mission of Baha!u 'lIa:h. " 

Elements of the Celebration: 
A. Orientation of believers 

I. Consultation period of three Nineteen·Day Feasts 
immediately preceding the commencement of the 
Holy Year (two September Feasts and Feast of 
October 16) be set a side for special programs deal
ing with the three stages of Bah'u'lhih's proclama
tion as follows: 

a. Baha'u'llah's mystic experience in the Siyah· 
Clull. . . 

b. Baha'u'lhih's announcement to the- believers 
(BaglldM). 

c. Baha'u'llah's proclamation to the rulers and 
heads of religions (Constantinople and 
Adrianople) . 

II. Consultation period of two Feasts (early part of 
1953) to be set aside for special program dealing 
with the Temple. 

a. Construction 
b. Significance 

Programming will be furnished for these by the 
Jubilee Committee. 

III. Orientation of the believers toward the third phase 
of the Divine Plan. 

a. Consultation period of one Nineteen-Day 
Feast to be set aside for special program 
dealing with this. 

IV. Activities by believers: 
a. Series of Public Meetings under the general 

theme, on the local level: 
November 12-"The Promised One of All 
Religions' , 
January, 1953, World Religion Day-"Birth 
of World Religion It 
First Day of RiQ.van-uThe Mission of 
Baha'u'llith" 

B. Public Proclamation 
I. Local level-preliminary public meetings. 

II. National level-public meetings series for Jubilee 
Week, April 29, 1953 through May 6, 1953. 

-JUBU..EB COMMrrrEE 

Spiritual Assembly 01 the Bahi'is 01 Beverly BUls 
Judicial District.~ CalHomia. 

Souvenir of 'Abdn'I-BaM 
(Fortieth 'Commemoration) 

Saturday, June 28th, 1952, West Englewood, N. J. 
Picnic-noon to 2:30 p.m.-Beverages served by Com
mittee. 

Program 
Chairman----Greetings, Opening Prayer. 

Harlan Ober 
MUSIC 

Reading-'Abdu'l-Baha's Address, 1912, 
First Unity Feast 

Harriet Morgan Kelsey 
Speaker-Theme: Lo! The World Redeemer Is Come! 

Elsie Austin 
At Grove-Prayers and Readings 
Maude Gaudreaux and Vaffa Kinney 
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·'Persia and the Victorians" 
The book "Persia and the Victorians". by Mrs. 

Marzieh Gail, which was described in Baha'i News for 
January, may be had· for $1.59 postpaid when ordered 
direct from George Allen & Unwin t Ltd .• Ruskin House, 
40 Museum Street, London, England. This book, which 
deals with the influence of Persian life and letters on 
the British Victorian writers, mentions Baha'u'llah in 
several chapters and should be of great aid in intro
ducing the Faith to anyone who is interested in English 
literature. 

In Memoriam 
Death proffereth unto every confident believer the cup 

that is life indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the bearer 
of gladness. It conferreth the gift of everlasting life. 

-BAHA'tr'U.A.H 
Mr. William L. Ziegler, Washington, D. C. January. 

1952 
Mrs. Lola Lane Jorgenson, Socorro, New Mexico Feb

ruary, 1952 
Mr. Lawrence F. Doly, Yonkers, New York March 

7, 1952 
Mr. Allen Perrine, Kalamazoo, Mlchlgan March 14, 

1952 
Mrs. Minnie Wilder, Waukegan, Ill. March 16, 1952 
Dr. G. Sadler Pittock, Oakland, Calif. April 3, 1952 
Mrs. Hattie Haimes O'Neal, West Point, Miss. March 

18, 1952 
Mrs. Mary Browne, Salem, Mass. April 11, 1952 

Marriages 
Monrovia, Calif., Mrs. Nanette Lipscombe to Mr. 

Sinclaire MacDougal (non-Baha'i) January 1952 
Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Frances Pope to Mr. Robert 

James (non-Baha'i) date not reported. 
Los Angeles, Calif., Mrs. Lucha Garrido to Mr. Eugene 

M. Wynoe (non-Baha'i) date not reported. 

Publishing Announcements 
The friends will be glad to know that the following 

books are available again: 
BaM'1 Prayers (1952 Edition, $1.25 per copy). Includes 

an additional healing prayer. 
Heart Of the Gospe! (Paper edition, $1.00 per copy). 

Just arrived from England. This new edition of George 
Townshend's book has been revised to show more ex
plictly that the narrative, the prophecies, and the prom
ises of the Bible lead naturally up to the Baha'i Faith. 

BAHA'i PUBLISHING COMMlT"l'.EE 

110 LrNDENAVE., WILMETrC, ILL. 

Baha'i Children Excused From 
School Attendance On Baha'i Holy Days 

It is gratifying to report that three more local Spiritual 
Assemblies have carried out the Guardian's direction 
to make effort to have the children of Baha'is officially 
permitted to remain away from school on the Holy 
Days of the Faith. In Shorewood, Wisconsin; Muskegon,. 
Michigan; and Anchorage, Alaska, such permission has 
been obtained. 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Sunday Public Lectures 3:30 p.m. 

Children's hour 3:30 p.m. 
Guided Tours: Sunday, 10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Except duriug lecture period) 
Week Day Tours: 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

To arrange for speCial tours, call WHitehall 4-5919, or 
VIllage 8·1281. 

Assistance of the Holy Spirit 
In Teaching 

In the Revelation of Baha'u'llah? one of the many 
subjects dealt with at length is that of the Holy Spirit. 
Until this Revelation was given to the WOrld, there 
was meager knowledge on this sublime subject. In the 
Writings, we learn of its source, its power, its influ
ence, means by which it may be contacted, conditions 
under which it is present and of its manifold blessings 
and bestowals. 

As to its source, 'Abdu'l·Baha wrote, "The Holy Spirit 
is the bounty of God and the luminous rays which 
emanate from the Manifestations." 

S. A. Q., p. 124. 

And again, "The greatest power of the Holy Spirit 
exists in the Divine Manifestations of the Truth. 
Through the power of the Spirit the Heavenly Teaching 
has been brought into the world of humanity. Through 
the power of the Spirit, Life everlasting has come to 
the children of Men . . . . " 

W. A. B., p. 79. 

"It is known and clear that today the unseen divine 
assistance encompasseth those who deliver the Mes
sage. And if the work of delivering the Message be 
neglected the assistance shall be entirely cut off, for 
it is impossible that the friends of God could receive 
assistance unless they be engaged in delivering the 
Message." 

B. W. F., p. 385. 
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THE GUARDIAN'S DOUBLE 
ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE 
BAHA'I WORLD 

"(On) morrow (of) sixtieth anni
versary (of) Bahil'u'llilh's Ascension 
share double announcement (with) 
Baha'i world through all National 
Assemblies: (The) rapid progress 
(of the) enterprise majestically un
folding (in the) heart (of) God's 
Holy Mountain, (aod the) steady de
cline (in the) fortunes (of the) rem
nant (of) old Covenant-breakers still 
defiantly challenging (the) combined 
strength (of the) Baha'j world com
munity. 

"(The) termination (of the) Octa
gon, settiog (the) second crown (on 
the) Holy Edifice, synchroniziog 
(with) last Naw-Ruz Festival, (was) 
followed (by the) erection (and) 
gilding (of the) balustrade (during 
the) course (of the) succeeding Rig
vin period. Preliminary investiga~ 
tions culmina ted (in the) erection (of 
the) scaffolding (and the) commence
ment (of the) construction (of the) 
Drum (at an) estimated cost (of) 
thirteen thousand pounds, consti tut
irig (the) third unit (of the) Edifice 
preparatory (to) raising (the) golden 
Dome. Experiments, prior (to the) 
placing (of the) contract (for the) 
gilded tiles (for the) Dome, con
cluded. Confidently anticipate (the) 
completion (of) all preliminaries, en
abling (the) builders (of the) mighty, 
sacred Structure (to) start construc
tlon (o! the) Dome (on the) morrow 
(of the) opening (of the) fast ap
proaching Holy Year, paving (the) 
way (to the) fulfilment (of) 'Abdu'l
Baha's propbecy, uttered (in the) 
dark days (of the) First World War, 
envisa ging (the) glory (of the) re
splendent Dome greetiog (the) de-

vout gaze (of) future pilgrims draw
ing nigh (to the) shores (of the) 
Holy Land. 

"Old Covenant-breakers, untaught 
(by the) lessons (of the) past sixty 
years, (the) reverses suffered (in) 
connection (with the) restitution (of) 
keys (to the) Shrine, (the) evacua
tion (and) restoration (of the) Man
sion, (the) devastating loss (in) 
rapid succession (of) outstanding 
leaders (and) spokesmen, backed 
(by the) support (of the) perfidious 
Sohrab, engaging (the) services (of 
a) clever, hostile lawyer, unitedly 
challenged (the) authority conferred 
(by) 'Abdu'l-Baha's Testament, 
(and) instituted legal proceedings 

ag ainst (the) Guardian (of the) 
Faith, questioned (his) right (to) de
molish dilapidated house situated 
(wi thin the) precincts (and) consti
tu ting (an) affront (to the) Most Holy 
Shrine (of the) Baha'i World, were 
rebuffed through (the) intervention 
(of the) Israel government denying 
(the) competence (of the) civil court 
(to) adjudicate (the) matter, subse
quently threatened (to) appeal (the) 
government decision (to the) Su
preme Court, provoked (the) author
ities who, (in) consequence (of) my 
representations (to) both (the) Prime 
Minister (and the) Minister (of) For
eign Affairs, issued authorization (to) 
demolish (the) ruins. 

Mayor Hushi of Haif& greeting Edna True and Horace Dolley (AmeriCa.D NaUoa&l 
Spiritual Assembly) In the Auditorium of the Baha'i Temple (May 14. 195!). 



z 

"Short-sighted action prompted 
(by) blind, uncontrollable animosity, 
resulted (in the) irretrievable cur
tailment (of) long-standing privil
eges extended (to the) Coven ant
breakers (during the) course (of) 
six decades (on the) occasion (of 
the) celebration (of the) Bah,,', Holy 
Days. 

"(The) signal success (in the) re
moval (of the) ruins (was) immedi
ately followed (by) landscaping (the) 
approaches (to the) Shrine, (the) 
erecllon (of a) gate (and the) em
bellishment (of the) surroundings (of 
the) Tomb (of) Baha'u'llah, long de
nied (a) befitting entrance through 
(the) deliberate obstruction (by the) 
enemies (of the) Faith. Public ac
cess (to the) heart (of the) Qiblih (of 
the) Baha', World (is) now made 
possible through traversing (the) 
sacred precincts leading successively 
(to the) Holy Court (and the) outer 
(and) inner sanctuaries (of the) 
Blessed Threshold (of the) Holy 
(of) Holies. Receot events prelude 
(the) acquisition (and) development 
(of) over thirty acres (of) property 
surrounding Baha'u'llah'g resting 
place (and) paving (the) way (for 
the) erection (in the) course (of) fu
ture decades (of a) befitting Ma usc
leum destined (to) enshrine (the) 
Dust (of the) Founder (of) God's 
Most Holy Faith." 

Haifa, Israel 
June 11, 1952 

··-SROGHI 

COMMENTARY: NATIONAL. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
On May 29 last the Baha'is of East 

and West reverently observed the 
sixtieth anniversary of the Ascension 
of Baha'u'll3h. That occasion has 
been signalized for us by the double 
announcement which the Guardian 
cabled on June 11. 

What a dramatic contrast between 
the two aspects of Shoghi Effendi's 
message! 

On the one hand we are given the 
intensely interesting details of the 
rapid progress in the construction of 
the Shrine of the Bab on Mount Car
mel. Not only is the Drum, the third 
unit, now under way but the Dome 
itself will be begun soon after the 
opening of Holy Year in October. 
All hearts are now filled with deter
mina tion to do w ha t we can by our 
contributions to make it possible for 
Shoghi Effendi to bring the sacred 

Edifice to completion by Ridvan 
1953, to be the focal point of th~ 
world-wide events planned for Jubi
lee! 

And on the other hand the Cove
nant-breakers, that doomed band of 
deniers and plotters against the 
Faith, have been publicly rebuffed 
by their failure to challenge the au
thority bestowed upon the Guardian 
by the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l
Bah ... 

Both aspects of the cabled an
nOlmcement mean the same thing: 
that the Faith of Baha'u'llah is at 
this critical hour manifesting its 
power to establish the Faith and to 
scatter its enemies. 

The cable really has a third an
nouncement: that conditions are 
favorable for the acquisition of 
property surrounding the Tomb of 
Baha 'u 'llah, on which in future a 
befitting Mausoleum will be raised. 

From the Guardian's words we 
can not only take fresh resolution _ 
they also clarify our vision of the 
ceaseless ad vance of the Cause to 
its ultimate fulfilment in the unfica
tion of the human race and the 
establishment of one Faith and one 
Order upon earth. 

-NATIO:NAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

NO RESPITE IN BAHA'I ACTIVITY 
DURING WORLD CRUSADE 

Deeply touched (by) reconsecra
tion (and) readiness to sacrifice. 
Praying fulfilment hopes. Advise al
locate substantial portion (of) bud
get (to) meet continual needs rising 
(at) International Center (of) Faith. 
May 3, 1952. -SHOGln 

Deeply appreciate noble determin
ation. Praying (for) great victories. 
May 12, 1952 -SHOGm 

COMMENTAR'(: NATIONAL. SPIRITUAl. ASSEMBLY 

Beloved friends: 
The Guardian's cable of May 12, 

cited above, is Shoghi Effendi's 
gracious response to a cable from 
the National Spiritual Assembly ex· 
pressing determination not to make 
use of the promised respite of three 
years mentioned by the Guardian in 
comrn unications setting forth the 
goals of the Second Seven Year Plan. 
Culminating in 1953, that Plan was 
to be followed by a period of three 
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years after which, in 1956, a Third 
Seven Year Plan would be announced 
bringing the American Baha'i Com
munity up to the Great JUbilee of 
1963. 

In the World Crusade outlined in 
successive messages during 1951 and 
1952, we have that Plan. The Inter
continental Teaching Conferences 
will, under the Guardian's direction 
attack the problem of ways and 
means. 

No one surveying the immensity 
of the crusade. the vital importance 
to humanity of its success, and the 
relatively small number of Baha'is 
around whom the actual work must 
revolve, could possibly find any oc
casion for even a brief cessation of 
ardent and wholehearted effort by 
the Baha'is of East and West. 

The American Baha'is are pre
pared to undertake any international 
teaching missions the Guardian may 
wish to assign. The condition of the 
world. the deepening crisis in human 
affairs. the very nature of faith it-
self, deepens within us a constancy 
of action and purpose commensurate 
with our task. To be the trustees of 
the Master's Divine Plan is not a 
title bestowed upon an aristocrat, 
nor a medal of honor handed to a 
soldier who has performed his duty, 
but a responsibility which no individ
ual member of the community can 
lay down. There is no respite in 
Baha'i activity during the World 
Crusade! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

THE GUARDIAN UNABLE 
ATTEND TEMPlE DEDICATION 

From the March meeting of the 
National Spiritual Assembly a cable 
was sent to Shoghi Effendi imploring 
the blessing of his presence at the 
Dedication of the Temple in 1953. 

His reply was received in a letter 
written through his secretary on 
May 12 : "He regrets exceedingly 
that he sees no possibility whatever 
of his being present for the Temple 
Jubilee during the Holy Year. The 
work of the Cause for years has 
prevented him from visiting the 
friends in different centers, much as 
he would like to do so; and far from 
decreasing, at the present time it is 
steadily increasing." 

The message sent was: "Implore 
blessing (for) BaM'is assembled 
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here from entire Baha'i fold (in) 
Holy Year for Temple Dedication 
(the) presence (of the) revered 
Guardian (at the) site dedicated (by 
the) Master (in) 1912 for release 
(of) inspiration (for the) World Cru
sade. Hearts longing (for) inestima
ble bounty." 

In spirit and in purpose the Guard
ian is always with the active friends. 
The simple statement of fact giving 
the reason why he can not accept 
the invitation reminds us poignantly 
of the incredible burden carried by 
the Guardian for the sake of the wel
fare and progress of the Faith. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

THE NATIONAL BUDGET 

Dearly beloved friends: 
The eyes of the American Baha'i 

Community are fixed with wonder. 
ment upon the glorious events that 
will unfold in the Jubilee Year that 
lies ahead. A renewed spirit of con
secration has been awakened in the 
h.eart of every sincere believer who is 
determined to assist in the fulfill
ment of the "preponderating role" 
we must play in the impending world 
crusade that will be launched by our 
beloved Guardian 4 'in execution of 
'Abdu'l-Baha's world-encircling plan 
and subsequent unfoldment of world 
civilization, the ultimate attainment 
of the supreme objective-the illum
ina tiOD and redemption of the whole 
world." 

Our heroic accomplishments of 
past years were all born of faith, 
and ODe true mea sure of our faith 
is the condition of the Fund which 
has been termed "the bedrock on 
which all other institutions must 
necessarily rest and be established." 

OUr budget of $475,000 will be met 
this year because more of us will be 
aware that contributing to the Fund 
is an essential part of our Baha'i life, 
and that thereby, we are helping to 
supply the vital ulife-blood" to the 
body of the Cause, More and more, 
we will come to realize that the 
spiritual reality of "one soul in many 
bodiesu is expressed through the 
Fund when it is supported by every 

believer. 
Let us prove in deeds of generosity 

our devotion and attachment to our 
beloved Faith, that the confirmations 
of Baha'u'llah may descend upon us! 
Let our contributions be sustained 
and regular in order that we may 
avoid the crises of past years, so 
that our Jubilee celebrations may be 
joyous-for us and for our beloved 
Guardian! 

Let us be inspired by the words of 
~Abdu'l-Baha: ~4God does not a,sk 
from any soul except according to 
his ability. Whosoever comes with 
one good act, God will give him ten
fold. There is no doubt that the living 
Lord shall assist and confirm the 
generous soul. a ye lovers of the 
Beauty of the True One! Become ye 
self-sacrificing; become ye self-sac
rificing. " 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

Resolve pay,ments and other contri.
butions are to be mad e to: 

NATIONAL BAHA'i FUND 

112 LINDEN AVENUE 

WaMETI'E, ILLINOIS 

CONVENTION RECOMMENDATIONS 

The 1952 Convention "made a seri
ous and constructive response to the 
opportunities which arose during re
ports and consultation for recom
mending actions to the incoming Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. 

The wide area of interest is indi
c a ted by the different types of 
recommendation recorded. 

For example: (1) concern was ex· 
pressed that the Assembly make cer
tain that ample funds are budgeted 
for the teaching mission in Africa; 
(2) a pamphlet was suggested for 
the information of all believers about 
the teachings which forbid the will
ful taking of life and the Baha'i posi
tion on loyalty to government; (3) 
that special effort be made to assure 
the presence at the dedication of the 
Temple of all those who were pres· 
ent when the Master blessed the site 
in 1912;· (4) that the Guardian be in
vited to be present at the dedica
tion of the House of Worship in 1953; 
(5) that a friendly communication be 
issued to the various churches, syna
gogues, universities and societies 
where 'Abdu'I-BaM spoke in 1912. 
setting forth the progress achieved 
in religious unity in America since 
His visit forty years ago; (6) that 
all pamphlet literature in future be 
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designed in convenient size for the 
pocket, and carryon the front cover 
a picture of the Temple or rna terial 
related to it; (7) that the National 
Assembly provide the Jubilee Com
mittee and Publi c Relations Commit. 
tee with professional assistance to 
realize the full possibility of the J ubi
lee celebrations; (8) that means be 
adopted for providing college stu
dents, especially those enrolled in 
classes of comparative religion, with 
complete inform a tion about the 
Faith. 

Other recommendations expressed 
the great interest felt by the dele
gates (9) in widening the avenues of 
youth service and (10) in further de
velopment of child education facili
ties. 

All these recommendations were 
carefully considered, and the actions 
taken are summ arized for the 
friends. 

1. The Africa Teaching budget has 
been raised from $12,000 to $15,000. 

2. A special committee has been 
appointed to study the references 
and report a recommendation. 

3. This recommendation has been 
turned over to the Jubilee Commit
tee with the request that special ef
fort be made to carry it out. 

4. An invitation was sent to the 
Guardian before the Convention, as 
reported elsewhere in this issue. 

5. The National Assembly feels 
that such contact can be made more 
effectively during the year 1953-1954. 

6. The Publishing Committee has 
been requested to make a study of 
format and typography for pamphlet 
literature and to submit the results 
to the Assembly with recommenda
tions. 

7. Steps have been taken to make 
available some special Baha'i publi. 
city talent for the plans of the ·Jubi
lee Committee. 

8. The Assembly has under way a 
project which will help meet the need 
expressed in this recommendation. 

9. Committee appointments made 
since the Convention carry out the 

"spirit of this suggestion. 
10. All proclamation committees 

have been authorized to draw upon 
the available talents of the entire 
American Baha'i community for the 
development of their plans and ma
terials. 

It is interesting and helpful to note 
that in the final Convention session 
the delegates unanimously adopted a 
resolution to support enthusiastically 
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the plans of the American National 
Teaching Committee and to pledge 
help in promoting the teaching work 
in the delegates' home communities. 

11. A recommendation that a state
ment about the Faith be prepared 
suitable for presentation to local civil 
authorities in the South, in order to 
help obtain for Baha'is the full bene· 
fit of laws assuring civil rights, has 
been thoroughly examined, with the 
result that the National Assembly 
concluded that existing Baha'i litera
ture can well be used for this pur
pose. 

12. The National Assembly feels 
unable at this time to carry out the 
recommendation that a complete 
Baha'i Directory be maintained and 
supplied to believers listing all towns 
where Baha'is reside and the address 
of the Assembly, group or isolated 
believer. 

13. The National Assembly also de· 
cided that it would be ioadvisable to 
investigate the greater use of tape 
recordings of Baha'i talks for use in 
areas where traveling teachers are 
seldom availa hIe. 

14. A recommendation suggested 
that a postcard panorama be made 
up with views of the Baha'i Shrines, 
the Temple, Schools, etc. This sug· 
gestion has been recorded for future 
action when pictures of the com
pleted Temple landscape design can 
be obtaioed. 
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National Bah3.'i Addresses 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks Paya.bJe to: 
National Baha.'i Fund. 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
illinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
illinois. 

"THE STRENGTH OF THE CAUSE" 

Words of the Guardian 
In a letter written by the Guardian 

through his secretary to the Pro
gram Committee of Geyserville 
School on November 11, 1951, the 
true strength of the Cause is defined. 

"It is good for the Baha'is to learn 
that being a Baha'i is essentially an 
inner thing, or way of life, and not 
dependent on fixed patterns. Import· 
ant as our organized institutions aret 

they are not the F ai th itself. The 
strength of the Cause grows no mat
ter how much disrupted its activites 
may temporarily be. This we see 
over and over again, in lands where 
the F ai th has been tern por arily ban· 
ned; at times when the believers are 
persecuted and even killed; where 
they are serving all alone or scat
tered and isolated. So it has been a 
stimulating experience for the Amer
ican believers to be without their 
schools for a few years, rather than 
a depressing one. tp 

Corrections 

The Guardian has sent a list of 
corrections to be made in the text 
of his message to the Convention, 
as published on pages 1 and 2 of 
Baha'i News for May. 

1. Add a comma after "Sepul
chre." page 1, first column, last line. 

2. Add "Absa" between the words 
"Bahrayn" and "Kowait," page 2, 
column one, third paragraph. 

3. After "martyrdom," add 
the words "and with" before 
"Baha'u'lHlh's," page 2, column 1, 
6th line from bottom. 

4. Change "(the)" to "(a)", page 
2, column 2, first line. 

5. Change "(of the)" to "(of a)" 
at end of same line and beginning 
of second line. 

6. "Shadows (of) world crisis" 
should be "shadows (of a) world 
crisis," in same paragraph. 

7. Change "(and)" to "(for the)", 
line 5, page 2, column 2. 

8. "Unfoldment (of) world civili· 
zation" should be '\mfoldment (of 
a) world civilization," same para~ 
graph. 
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MAYOR OF HAIFA VISITS TEMPLE 

On May 14 the Mayor of Haifa, 
Isra:l, Mr. Babba Hushi, responded 
cordIally to an invitation extended 
to him by the National Spiritual As. 
embly to visit the Baha'i House of 
Worship. A party of about thirty be. 
lievers had gathered at the Temple 
to welcome the mayor on his ar
rivaL 

Requested to speak to the group, 
Mr. Hushi expressed his respect and 
regard for the Baha'is and his ad
miration to the Shrine and Shrine 
Gardens at Haifa, and the desire of 
the civil authorities to extend their 
cooperation. Mr. Hushi and his party 
were assured of the grateful appre· 
ciation of the American Baha'is and 
their interest in the development of 
Israel, seat of the Bah,,'i World Cen
ter. The party was conducted through 
the buildiog and were clearly very 
much impressed. The "Prayer for 
All Nations" was read while all were 
gathered together in the auditorium. 

This pleasant and helpful contact 
was furthered a few days later in 
New York where Mr. William de 
Forge was the mayor's guest at 
breakfast and spent three hours in 
discussion with Mr. Hushi and his 
associates. Two of those present 
stated their intention of writing an 
article about the Faith for the papers 
of which they are editor or corres
pondent. Mr. de Forge bas reported 
that the mayor was impressed by 
the prayer read in the House of Wor
ship and desired a copy of it. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 

A RADIO OPPORTUNITY 

During the sessions of one of the 
last Sta te Conventions, the sugges
tion was advanced that believers 
take advantage of an opportunity 
arising from time to time in radio 
stations. This concerns the stations 
which broadcast prayers, and which, 
if a sympathetic contact is made, 
might make use of some of the 
Bahafj prayers. 

This matter is reported as an op· 
portunity well worth consideration. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 
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Guests at reception for Ma.yor Babba Hoshi, of Haifa, Israel. held at the BaJui.'j 
Temple on Ma.y 1", 195%. Mayor Hushi is sixth from the left in the front row. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

"And lhe 1.le. ShaU 
Wair for His Law" 

The Annual Convention, 1952, 
marked the beginning of the la st 
year of the Six-Year Plan, and 
brought a spirit of resolution to at
tain those goals. 

A Baha'i visiting a South Austra
lian goal town writes: " .... glorious 
success at Nuriootpa after two days. 
Was led to a new person who said 
she had been waiting for just such 
a message .... I felt as if I were 
almost an onlooker . . . it was 
between her and God." 

Fiji 
Weekly firesides and classes are 

held in Fiji. The friends are happy 
to learn that Mrs. Else Norden Wald
man will visit Suva for a bout six 
months to work among both Euro
peans and non-Europeans. The 
strong racial feeling has allowed 
them to reach only non-Europeans. 

New Caledonia 
Mrs. Mariette G. Bolton's knowl

edge of French has enabled her to 
teach the Cause in these Islands. A 
loving welcome to the Kingdom is 
extended to Mlle. Francois Femi
nier, a new believer. 

New Guinea 
Mrs. H. Moores, Queensland Baha'i 

residing at Port Moresby, has writ
ten to the National Teaching Com
mittee of difficulties experienced, 
due to indifference on the part of 
the whites, and illiteracy among the 
natives. 

BElGIUM 

First BahA', "Benelux'! Conference 

Forty-seven friends from Holland, 
Luxembourg and Belgium gathered 
for their first conference on April 
12-14, 1952, at the Brussels Baha'i 
Center. The SWl streamed through 
the open doors of the Center that 
revealed the white-walled garden 
and blossoming yellow branches. 
The Conference opened with prayers 
in the official languages of French 
and Dutch. 

Mr. Zikrullilh Khadem, Hand of 
the Cause, brought the message 
from the Guardian. He also spoke 
of the growth of Baha'i commWlities 
in Persia, and particularly of 
l'ihran. 

The evening public meeting at· 
tracted a large, receptive audience 
who heard Roger Swinnen speak on 
HThe Unfoldment of World Civiliza
tion." Sunday and Monday sessions 
were devoted to discussions on in-

S 
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dividual and community responsibili
ties, tea ching and extension work, 
and coordination of press and radio 
activities in the three countries. The 
final session lifted the Conference's 
sights to "Goals Ahead": the 
Fifth European Teaching Conference 
in Luxembourg, (August 30-Septem
ber 7), Holy Year and Inter-Conti
nental Conferences, the future Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Switzer-

.land and. Italy. 

BRITISH ISLES 

". , , Hasten 10 A.1I 
Paris 0 Ilhe World , , ," 

Africa News, issued by the British 
Africa Committee, reports the loca] 
Spiritual Assemblies formed at Ri<;l
vitn in Kampala, Uganda, and Dar· 
es-Salaam 

A delegation composed of three 
members of the Africa Committee 
was received a t the Colonial Office 
on January 11 to discuss non-British 
immigrant applications to African 
territories. It was agreed that the 
British Africa Committee would 
vouch, when possible, for pioneers 
apply:ng for entry to British African 
territories. The Colonial Office 
agreed to write to the governments 
concerned, mentioning the interview. 
and making it clear that Baha'is car
rying these credentials have no con
nection with the "Caravan." The 
Colonial Office also will contact 

. Uganda authorities to obtain their 
views on the proposal to hold the 
Africa Conference at Kampala, 
Uganda, in the spring of 1953. 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

1952 Convention Fixe. Definite Goal. 
The Annual Convention, held in 

San Jose, Costa Rica, April 22-25, 
implanted a new world vision of the 
Cause, stimulating development of 
a One-Year Plan, with definite goals 
established. Attending. the Conven
tion from the United States were 
Mathew Bullock and Dorothy Baker, 
Hand of the Cause who represented 
the N.ational Spiritual Assembly of 
the United States. Alan Pringle and 
Gale Keass of Canada, now residing 
in Central America, also attended. 

Difficulties concerning hotel reser
vations for colored beievers and for 

the Convention sessions were sur
mounted. As the Convention got un
derway, a spirit of unity, eagerness 
and growing capacity for consulta
tion and action was evident. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
approved the One-Year Plan and the 
following goals which includes for
mation of ten new groups and two 
assemblies for each country: (1) 
Each Baha'f to win a new believer; 
(2) a Center for every assembly; 
(3) fifteen active members in every 
community; (4) regular contribu
tions to the National Fund from each 
community; (5) every Baha'i to 
spread the Teachings. 

A new National Teaching Commit
tee was formed with headquarters 
in Mexico City. All efforts are being 
concentrated on this Plan, the first 
of its kind in Latin America, in prep
aration for association "With the 
United States, Canada, and South 
America in the historic World Cru
sade. 

The newly-elected National Spiri
tual Assembly is as follows: Raquel 
Constante, Chairman; Cora Oliver, 
Vice-Chairman; James Facey, 
Treasurer; Elena Marsella, Secre
tary; Artemus Lamb, Corresponding 
Secretary; Louise Caswell; Zenayda 
Jurado; David Escalante; Randolph 
Fitz-Henley. 

Expanding Teaching Efforts 
Julio Hernandez, young Latin 

American Baha!i, has just completed 
a successful teaching mission in Chi
chicastenango, Guatemala, in the 
heart of the fa mous Indian country. 
Senor Hernandez assisted in rebuild
ing the Local Assembly and in es' 
tablishing a committee for Indian 
teaching. 

Strenuous and apparently success
ful efforts are being made to estab
lish an Assembly in the Canal Zone, 
inhabited entirely by English-speak
ing Americans and Negroes from the 
Islands. 'Abdu'I-Baha emphasized 
the importance of this area. Excel
lent opportunities for employment 
are offered here by the Panama 
Canal Zone Company, Washington 25, 
D. C. for those having Civil Service 
status in almost any branch of cleri
cal and office work, nursing, en· 
gineering, etc. The two-month va
cation offers splendid opportunity for 
BaM'i work throughout the area. 

The first official cession of Baha'i 
property in Central America will 
take place in Karbila, Honduras, in 
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September. This property, being 
planted in coffee to make it self
sustaining, was donated to the 
Guardian by Marcia Steward and 
Louise Caswell. 

ETHIOPIA 

The Baha'!: News Letter of India, 
Pakistan and Burma carries a re
port of good progress in teaching 
work in Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia. Im
portant personalities are investigate 
ing the Cause and have requested 
literature~ 

HOLLAND 

In 1919 'Abdu'l-Baha addressed a 
Tablet to the Central Organization 
for a Durable Peace, The Hague. 
Last September the Fourth Euro
pean Teaching Conference was held 
in Scheveningnen (The Hague). And 
now comes the glad tidings of the 
first Spiritual Assembly at The 
Hague . . . once again, the harvest 
from the initial seed-sowing by the 
Master' 5 hand. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BURMA 

A New Epoch 
Through his secretary, the Guard

ian writes: "He was delighted over 
the formulation of your Assembly's 
I9-Month Plan. This spirit of initia
tive shown by you is highly com
mendable, and he hopes that aU the 
Baha'is whether of Indian or Persian 
origin, will arise to unitedly see it 
achieve its goals . . . It brought 
great joy to the Guardian's heart to 
see there are so many believers now 
in the area of South East Asia. This 
marks a new epoch in the unfold
ment of our Faith ... " 

A series of Inter-Assembly con
ferences have been held in Karachi, 
West Pakistan; Rangoon, Burma; 
Poona, Delhi and Calcutta, India, for 
consultation on the I9-month Plan. 

IRAN 

First Pioneer 
to Africa from Persia 

In response ,to the Guardian's ap
peal, Mr. Aziz Yazdi, Secretary of 
the Persian Africa Committee, de
cided to settle his family and busi-
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Babi'is of Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia 

ness in Northern Rhodesia. Dr. 
Nasrollah Badri Ala'i of Sbiraz, a 
surgeon·dentist, has made plans to 
settle in Akkra, Gold Coast. 

JAPAN 

Light For the Blind 
Of the nineteen Tablets addressed 

by 'Abdu'l-Bahil to Japanese living 
in Japan, five were sent to blind 
young men. Today, Mr. Tokujiro 
Torti, Vice Principal of the Govern
ment School for Blind in Kyote, has 
completed transcribing a third vol~ 
ume of the Baha'i teachings into 
Japanese Braille. Our blind brother, 
Mr. Torii, a Baha'i since 1916, 
was the second believer in Japan. 
Through his efforts the first J ap
anese Braille volume was published 
in 1917. 

From Tokyo, Agnes Alexander 
writes of the declaration of a young 
American from the U. S. Air Force 
on May 5. Sgt. Charles W. Smith is 
from Washington, D. C., where he 
first learned of the Faith. "This 

seems significant," writes Agnes 
Alexander, "coming a few days after 
Japan regained her independence ... 
another sign of the drawing together 
of the two countries. . ." Eight 
American Baha'is, five of whom 
were service men, were present at 
the Naw-Ruz Feast in Tokyo. 

NORWAY 
Steady teaching efforts are being 

put forth in Norway. A recent series 
of public meetings in Oslo carried 
the theme of "Peace." Speakers 
were Ake Norgren of Stockholm, 
Tove Deleuran of Copenhagen, 
Gerda· Strand, UN delegate from 
Norway I and Kaj Mulvas of Copen
hagen. Gerda Strand also spoke in 
Copenhagen on "The Relationship of 
the Baha', Faith to the United Na
tions." Mrs. Amelia Bowman has 
begun initial work of firesides and 
study classes in Oslo's extension 
teaching activities in the cities of 
Moss, Stavanger and Bergen. 

PORTUGAL 

"Only HaM Faith, 
Patience and Courage.. " 
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Last January pioneer Albert Dan
neberg went from Lisbon to Qporto 
and began immediately to hold meet. 
ings. Later Mr. and Mrs. Motta
hedeh flew in, were interviewed by 
Oporto's largest newspaper and 
spoke to twenty-one people on the 
Faith. 

Now comes the announcement of 
the formation of a Spiritual Assem
bly in Qporto! 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Annual Convention at Buenos Aires. 
Argentina, April 29-May 2 

Delegates and visitors from every 
South American cOlIDtry attended the 
opening dinner and reception on the 
evening of April 28. They were guests 
of the Buenos Aires Baha'i Commu .. 
nity at the horseshoe-shaped dinner 
table in the big dining room of the 
Hotel "AlIa en el Sur", (There in 
the South) _ Si tua ted on the southern 
outskirts of Buenos Aires, and sur
rOlIDded by lovely lawns and gar
dens, the hotel is just across the 
road from the International Baha'i 
Summer School of Ezeiza. Conven
tion sessions were held in one of the 
chalets near the main building. 

Convention Chairman, Margot 
Worley of Brazil, stated that the first 
year of National Assembly appren
ticeship was over, and the time to 
forge ahead into new achievements 
was at hand. A plea was made to 
put aside personal things and make 
great efforts for the Cause. 

The Guardian's messages of Juiy 
11 and 12, 1951 were read and stud
ied, stimulating discussion on meth
ods for achieving the goals. Dorothy 
Baker spoke on the progress of the 
Faith around the world, the import
ance of the appointment of the nine
teen Hands of the Cause, and the 
International COlIDcil. All delegates 
and visitors attended every Conven
tion session, and the school which 
followed, with a spirit of enthusiasm 
and dedication. 
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Delecaies to the Central American Annual Convention, San Jose, Costa. Rica, April 
u.25. 1952. DoroUty Baker, representing tbe National Spiritual Assembly of the 

United States. is fourth from the left, front row. 

The following National Spiritual 
Assembly of South America was 
elected: Margot Worley. Brazil, 
Chairman; Mercedes Sanchez. Peru, 
Vice-Chairman; Gayle Woolson, 
Colombia, Corresponding Secretary; 
Guillermo Aguilar. Peru, Treasurer; 
Edmund Miessler, Brazil, Recording 
Secretary; Manuel Vera, Peru; Eve 
Nicklin, Peru; Rangwald Taetz, 
Uruguay; BoIiva Plaza, Eucador. 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES 
ACROSS THE NATION 

Berkeley, California Baha'is used 
a "Middle East: Hub of the World" 
theme for a series of public meet
ings as follows: "Israel, the Prom
ise Fulfilled", "Egypt, New Day on 
the Nile", "Iran, Threat or Prom
ise?", "iraq, Abode of Peace", and 
"Africa, the Latest Frontier". Mr. 
Labinjo Shonubi, a Nigerian tmiver
sity student who has been attending 
Baha'I firesides regularly, spoke on 
the Africa program. 

'Abdu'l-Baha's visit to the Mont-

clair, New Jersey Unity Church on 
May 12, 1912, was commemorated 
this year on Sunday, May 11, with a 
talk on "The Baha 'f Teachings on 
American Destiny". Mr. William de 
Forge, official Baha'i observer to the 
United Nations, was the speaker, at 
the invitation of the minister, Dr. 
Norman D. Fletcher. Montclair 
Baha'is followed up this excellent op
porttUlity for te aching with a public 
meeting on May 26 with Mr. de 
Forge again as speaker. His topic: 
"Quo Vadis, 1952." 

Boslon Bah"'!s Plan TV Follow-up . 
The May issue of Baha'i N ews car~ 

ried a report on the Boston Commu
nity's participation in a twenty-five 
minute television program on the 
~'Our Believing World" series on Sta
tion WBZ-TV, with the program di
rector acting as an inquirer. The 
program director has recently for. 
warded a number of letters to the 
Boston Community sent to the sta
tion by listeners requesting more in
formation on the Faith. Here is an 
excerpt from one letter: ~'Last Sun~ 
day's program marked something of 
a highlight for me among your al
ways singularly fine programs. I am 
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not a Baha'i; but after listening to 
the astonishingly sane, sympathetic t 

and profoundly spiritual ideas pre
sented by the speakers, I find my. 
self deeply interested in this faith 
which seems a logical progressio~ 
and synthesis of all faiths . . . ,~ 

Boston Baha'is are following up 
these requests with a letter to each 
inquirer, a copy of "Baha'u'llilh and 
the New Era," and an invitation to 
a fireside. 

From the Regional Bulletins 
RTCs are responding to the call of 

the National Spiritual Assembly for 
preparation for Jubilee' Year with 
plans for regional conferences and 
for Institutes on "America's God
Given Mission." 

Long Island held their first confer
e lce on May 18 at Huntington Sta
tion. Wisconsin held one in Milwau
kee, May 24; Western New York, 
May 25 at the Buffalo BaM.' i Center. 

The R TC of Idaho and Utah re
ports the formation of three new 
groups in Lewiston, Idaho, Mountain 
Home, Idaho, and Salt Lake County, 
Utah. 

Baha'is on both sides of the "invis
able border" are holding their an
nual International Picnic on June 15 
at Queenston Heights, Ontario, Can
ada. 

Youlh on the Campus 
The University of California at 

Berkeley has recently granted Baha'i 
holy days to students in response to 
a leiter from the Local Spiritual As
sembly. A list of Baha'i holy days is 
posted in the office of the Dean. 
Baha'i students at the University also 
obtained recognition this year on the 
Inter-Faith Council sponsored by the 
Federation of Churches. 

Northwestern University Baha'i 
youth have held monthly meetings 
with a nOD-Baha'i attendance of from 
one to fifteen. Short talks on the 
Faith have been followed by lively 
discussion periods and refreshments. 

University of Chicago Youth re
cently sponsored a series of three 
lectures. 

University of Wisconsin has twelve 
Baha'i youth active in teaching work 
on the campus and in the Madison 
Baha'i Community. One of their most 
successful accomplishments has 
been the teaching of the children's 
classes in the Madison Community. 
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NATIONAL BAHA'I MEMORIAL 
IN TRIBUTE TO 

ROY COCHRAN WILHELM 
On the evening of March 29, 1952, 

a National Baha'i Memorial Service 
was held in the Temple Founda lion 
Hall in Wilmette, Illinois, in tribute 
to the late. Roy C. Wilhelm, distin
guished Baha'i teacher, and Hand of 
the Cause of Baha'u'lHlh. Baha'is 
who had known Mr. Wilhelm and had 
worked with him throughout the 
years were present, as well as others 
who were eager to learn of the life 
and spiritual accomplishments of 
this outstanding believer. 

Mr. Paul Haney, Chairman of the 
National Assembly, opened the serv
ices by reading the prayer for the 
departed, and then explained the 
purpose of the meeting in these 
words: 

"Friends, we are gathered tonight 
in this Memorial Meeting at the ex
pres s instruction and direction of 
Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the 
Baha'i Cause, to pay tribute to one 
of the great figures of both the Heroic 
and Formative Periods of our Faith. 

"Roy C. Wilhelm was a trusted 
servant of 'Abdu'l-Baha. His sterling 
qualities were greatly prized by our 
Guardian. A cable received shortly 
after Roy's passing last December 
revealed the Guardian's high regard 
for him. He deplored the loss sus
tained by his passing; he spoke of 
his indomitable faith and outstanding 
services in local, national and inter
national fields. This cable brought 
the joyful news that Roy Wilhelm's 
deeds of service and saintly life 
qua1ified him to join the ranks of the 
Hands of the Cause, and assured him 
an everlasting reward in the Abha 
Kingdom." 

The chairman also read the fol
lowing quotation from a Tablet sent 
by the Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha, to one 
of the early believers: 

"Mr. Wilhelm My son of the King
dom, verily, verily. I say unto you 
on his head he has a crown of ever
lasting glory, and a dignity with the 
utmost beauty and perfection." 

An illuminating selection from the 
Sacred Writings on the state of the 
soul after death was read by Mr. 
Edwin Mattoon, and this was fol
lowed by the reading of a prayer by 
Mr. Donald Kinney. 

In seeking a source of information 
on the early BahlJ.'! life of Mr. Wil
helm, the National Assembly turned 
to Mrs. Mariam Haney. A descrip-

tion of the services rendered by Roy 
in the early years of the Faith in 
this country, prepared by Mrs. Ha
ney, was read. This account de
scribed the teaching activities to 
which Mr. Wilhelm so fully dedica
ted his time and efforts. His historic 
services in connection with the bring
ing out of the early literature of the 
Faith were graphically described, 
and the importance of this work em
phasized. 

Mrs. Haney's account noted that 
Mr. Wilhelm and his mother were 
blessed with the privilege of making 
the sacred pilgrimage to 'Abdu'l
Baha in the Most Great Prison in 
'Akka in April, 1907. The Master's 
Words of welcome to them were 
quoted, together with Mr. Wilhelm's 
reply in which he expressed the hope 
that he would become more worthy 
of the bounties of God. The Master 
assured him that this hope would be 
fulfilled. 

The account further stated that 
Mr. Wilhelm returned from this pil
grimage aflame with the love and 
light of the Kingdom, and ready to 
make any and every sacrifice for 
the Cause. The many years of self
less service that followed verified 
the: sincerity of that noble resolve. 

Mr. Curtis Kelsey, who was asso
ciated with Mr. Wilhelm from the 
earliest days of the development of 
the Wilhelm Trustee property in West 
Englewood, N.J., added a brief tri
bu te from the ba ckground of his as
sociation with Roy, and his know
ledge of the middle years of Roy's 
life of Baha'i service. Mr. Kelsey 
described the unique way in which 
Mr. Wilhelm always approached 
people to make openings for mention 
of the Faith. Of Roy Wilhelm's teach
ing work Mr. Kelsey said that Roy 
always carried out to the letter the 
injunction of the Master "to teach 
the Cause of God", and he never 
lost an opportunity to obey this Di
vine Command. It was Roy who 
gave the Teachings to the incompa
rable Martha Root, another Hand 
of the Cause of Baha'u'llah. 

The National Assembly had re
quested Mr. Horace Holley, who 
served on the National Body with 
Mr. Wilhelm for so many years, to 
deliver the tribute of the National 
Spiritual Assembly. Mr. Holley could 
not attend the Memorial Meeting 
since he had been directed by the 
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Guardian to represent Shogi Effendi 
at the funeral of Mr. Sutherland 
Maxwell, which was held on the 
same day in Montreal. However? 
Mr. HolJey prepared a written tri
bute to Mr. Wilhelm. This was re-ad 
by Mrs. Dorothy Baker, who added 
a beautiful tribute of her own based 
on her association with Mr. Wilhelm 
during the later years of his active 
Baha'i service. 

As brought out in the article pre
pared by Mr. Holley, perhaps the 
es.se-nce of Roy's life and character 
appear to us in this Tablet revealed 
to him by the Master: 

"The sight of your portrait brought 
joy to my heart, because it is lumi
nous and celestial, and looking at 
the photograph of your house, 1 saw 
the charm of the spot, the beauty of 
its environment, and the perfection 
of its building. 

"I am extremely pleased with you 
because you are a true Baha'i. Your 
house is My house; there is no dif
ference whatsoever between yours 
and mine." 

The service was closed by the 
reading of the Master's Tablet of 
Visitation by the chairman. Those 
present felt that the meeting was an 
impressive Memorial to the life and 
spiritual station of one of the great 
characters of the Faith in America. 

Courtesy 
"We know that the Bab especially 

commended politeness and the most 
refined courtesy in all social rela
tions. tNever sadden anyone, no mat· 
ter whom, for no matter what; He 
(the Bab) enjoined." 

(Nabil, translation of Footnotes 
in French, p. 17) 

"0 people of God! I exhort you to 
courtesy .... Blessed is he who is 
illumined with the light of courtesy, 
and is adorned with the mantle of 
uprightness! " 

(B. V. Tab!ets, p. 27) 

"Comprehend the meaning of My 
Words, and be thou of the discern
ing. . . . We, verily, have chosen 
courtesy I and made it the true mark 
of such as are nigh unto Him. Cour~ 
tesy, is, in truth, a raiment which 
fitteth all men, whether yOWlg or 
old." 
(B.V., Epistle to the Scm 0/ the Wolf, 
p.50) 
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U.S. AFRICA COMMITIEE NEWS 

A new and enlarged Africa Com
mittee, recently appointed by the 
National Assembly, is now organ
izing and more efficiently distri· 
buting the work of the Committee 

~ so that it may be carried on at an 
increased tempo. 

Five new pioneer projects are un
der consideration which will locate 
American pioneers in three new 
areas, Tanganyika. Kenya and So
maliland; and reinforce the teaching 
work now being carried on in Liberia, 
the Gold Coa st and Uganda. 

P1ans and preparation for Ameri
can participation in the Africa Con
ference to be held in Kampala con
tinues. As soon as more definite 
details have been received from the 
British friends regarding the dates, 
programme and events of the Con
ference, the U. S. Committee will 
publicize them. 

Mrs. Ethel Stephens, the first 
American Baha'i pioneer to Alriea 
is nearing the end of her contract 
year with Kumasi College. Regret 
fully, Mrs. Stephens writes the com· 
mittee, that an unexpected bereave
ment, and crisis in her family af
fairs, are causing her to plan a re
turn to the United States at the end 
of her first year. Mrs. Stephens. 
working under great difficulties, has 
built up a reservoir of good will for 
the Faith in the Gold Coast. Her 
demonstration of high Baha'i stand
ards and noble attitudes have 
brought to many people a sincere 
respect and admiration for the 
Baha'i Faith. One of the large 
church schools in the Gold Coast 
has been so impressed with her work 
that it, with full knowledge of her 
Baha'i status, has offered Mrs. 
Stephens a position as head of its 
secondary school in the Gold Coast. 
Mrs, Stephens has recently been 
granted the privilege of speaking 
publicily on the Faith. 

Reports from Liberia indicate that 
Mr. Foster and the two other Baha'i 
friends there are vigorously pursu
ing teaching activities, holding fire· 
sides, observing the feasts and an
niversaries, and speaking publicly 
for the Faith whenever they are af-
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"THE OBJECT OF LIFE TO A BAHA'I" 
(From Ru1;<iyyih lj;/lanum's letter in April 1952 Baha'i Ycrnth Bulletin) 

"The other day a man asked dian then went on to explain that 
Shoghi Effendi: 'What is the ob- our aim is to produce a world 
ject of life to a Baha'i'!' As the civilization which will in turn re
Guardian repeated his answer to act on the character of the indi
me (I had not been present with vidual ... we have a tendency 
the visitor), indeed, before he did, to put aside spiritual laws when 
I wondered in my 0'W11 mind what we deal with administrative prob
it had been. Had he told the man lems. If one thinks about it, this 
that to us the object of life is to is the exact opposite of the whole 
know God, or perfect our charac- concept of Baha'i government. 
ter? I never really dreamed of the Baha'u'lIah, the "Father," has 
answer he had given, which wa s 

come to establish the Kingdom of 
this: The object of life to a Baha'i 
is to promote the oneness of man- Heaven on earth ... It implies a 
kind. The whole object of our lives world run by law, but spiritual 
is bound up with the lives of all law. It implies order, discipline, 
human beings; not a personal sal- organization, but based on the 
vation we are seeking, but a uni- principles given by God's uner
versal one. We are riot to cast ring Prophet ... It follows that 
our eyes within ourselves and the place where a Baha'i should 
say: 'Now get busy saving your be most actively one, living up 
soul and reserving a comfortable to his teachings to the fullest ex
berth in the next world!' No, we tent of his capacity, is in any 
are to get busy on bringing Heav- gathering repl"'esenting the Ad
en to this Planet ... The Guar- ministrative Order." 

forded an opportunity. Recently com
mittee members in the Washington 
area were afforded the priVilege of 
meeting the able and informed As
sistant Secretary of War of the Re
public of Liberia, Miss Elia Wright, 
Miss Wright had met pioneer Fos
ter and remembered him pleasantly. 

Stirring and interesting letters are 
beginning to come in from the Col
lisons in Uganda. They have in
creased interest in Africa with a 
nine page account of their trip over. 
This has been mimeographed by one 
of the friends and widely distributed. 

The Committee bas been most 
happy over the growing cooperation 
from Baha'i SUmmer Schools. The 
International Baha'i School has 
scheduled a course on Africa. Lou
helen Baha'i School has recently 
sent an invitation to the Secretary 
inviting her to give a course on 
Africa this summer. And Green Acre 
Baha'i youth has requested the Com· 
mittee to send an Mrican student to 
their work camp week at Green 
Acre. 

The Committee is also indebted 
to Mr. Jamison Bond, a Canadian 
Baha'i, who has prepared and sub
mitted for use of the pioneers a 
reading list of books and articles 
dealing with Africa and its peoples. 

TIPS FOR TEACHING 
America's God-Given .n.fission is a 

valuable aid for teaching inquirers 
as well as for deepening ourselves. 
The striking quotations com prismg 
this compilation present in fast-mov
ing sequence the early history of the 
Cause in America, the unfolcbnent of 
the Divine Plan, the progressive 
steps in the establishment of the 
institutions of the Faith, and the. 
world-wide achievements to be cele
brated in "the Great Jubilee. U 

Through it the student not only ac. 
quires well-rounded knowledge of the 
Faith, but also catches the spirit and 
vision of the World Order of 
Baha'u'llah as the divinely-ordered 
expression of Uthe redemptive 
scheme of God" for the human race. 

Fireside teaching is the most ef
fective way for each BahA'i to "win 
one" for the Faith. A new bulletin 
entitled Teaching the BaM'i Faith 
now available from the Baha'i Pub: 
lishing Committee, outlines the fire. 
side method of teaching and the 
types of study classes that should be 
offered to prepare students for 
BaM'i membership. (See Publishing 
Announcement elsewhere in this is~ 
sue). 

-AMERICAN NATIONAL TEACHING 

COMMI'ITEE 
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(WoTds of 'Abc!u'!-Baha) 

Welcome! Welcome! You are very 
welcome! 

. . . This is the day of Baha 'u 'IM.h ; 
the age of the Blessed Perfection; 
the cycle of the Greatest Name. If 
you do not smile now, for what time 
will you await and what greater hap
piness could you expect? 

(PUP 205) 

Make firm your feet! 
As to you, 0 friends of God: Make 

firm your feet in the Cause of God 
with such firmness as cannot be 
shaken by the most great disasters 
of this world. Be not troubled by 
anything under any condition. Be 
as lofty mountains, dawning-stars 
from the horizon of existence, bril
liant lamps in the assemblies of one· 
ness and lowly souls, pure hearted, 
with the friends. 

(Tab!ets, Vol. I p. 5) 

This person is Unquestionably 
a Baha'lI 

o yeCohorts ofUod! Through the 
prot~tion and help of the Blessed 
Perte.ction-may my life be a sacri· 
fic~ to His beloved ones!-you must 
conduct and d'eport yourselves in 
'such ia ~er that you may stand 
'1ufi,l\mo~ other souls distinguished 
by""a; b,tilliancy like unto the sun. 
If any, oile of you enters a city he 
muSt become the center of atlrac· 
tion because of the sincerity, faith· 
fulness, love, honesty, fidelity, truth
fulness and loving-kindness of his 
disposition and nature toward all the 
inhabitants of the world, that the 
people of the city may all cry out: 
HThis person is unquestionably a 
Baha'i; for his manners, his behav
ior~ his conduct, his morals, his na
ture and his disposition are of the 
attributes of the Baha'is." Until you 
do attain to this station, you have 
not fulfilled the Covenant and the 
Testament of God. . . 

(Tablets V. 1. p. 41-42) 

"This Is The Day In Which To Speak" 

'lIt has often happened that one blessed soul has become the cause of the guid. 
ance of a nation. Now we must not consider oar ability and capacity. nay rather 
we must 6x our gaze upon the fa.vors and bounties of Godt in these days, Who has 
made of the drop a sea., and of the a.tom a SUD." 

'Abdu'l-Baha (quoted in Tn-e Advent ot Divine Justice, p. 48) 
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Mrs. Ruth Moffet.t, ShOWD fourth from left ia a.hove photo taken at the Naw.Ruz 
Feast which was given during the Educational Seminar held a.t Fargo, N. D. 

Death proiJeTeth unto every con· 
fident believer the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestowed joy and is the 
bearer of gladness. It conferTeth the 
gift Of everlasting life. . 

- BAHA 'U'LLAa 
Dr. Elltin Vogt, Lithonia, Georgia 

(date not reported) 
Dr. Leo Saxon, Chicago, Ill. April 

29, 1952 
Mrs. Anna Reid, Shoreham, L. I., 

N. Y. April 30, 1952 
Mrs. Elizabeth G. Bispham, India

napolis, Ind. April 28, 1952 
Mr. Edwin W. Akers, Sebastopol, 

Calif. January, 1952 
Mr. A. Frederick Collins, Congers, 

New York January, 1952 
Mrs. Marguerite McCardell, West 

Chester, Pa. May 11, 1952 

Anniversary: 

July !>-Martyrdom of the Bab 

Feasts: 
July 13-Kalimat, Words 

National Spiritual Assembly Meet
ings: 
July 25, 26, 27, and 28 
August 29, 30, 31 and Sept. 1. 

Summer School Sessions: 

Geyserville ~ June 21- August 29, 
1952 

Louhelen-June 29cAugust 29, 1952 

International School-July 5-Au
gust 15, 1952 

Green Acre-July 7-August 29, 1952 

JULY, 1952 

Teaching Problems, by RUI.>iyyih 
!QJ.anum is available again. (8 
pages, IOc per copy). 

The Handbook,-Two Year PTo-. 
gram of Preparation has many tips 
for teaching. Inserts are now avail .. 
able at a small charge of lOe per 
set (to COver cost of handling) 17 
pages covering the following data: 

Public Meetings 
Follow-Up Meetings 
Preparation for Membership 
Preparing Isola ted Believers for 

Enrollment 
Exhibits 
Non·Baha'i Sources for Material 

and Ideas 
Teaching the Baha'i Faith (The 

Fireside Method) 
Complete copies of the Handbook, 

including these inserts, may be had 
at 85e per copy. 

-BARA 'f PUBLISHING CoMMI'I"1'a 

110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Ill. 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant ha~e gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 LOTd! Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace . .. " 

-' Abdu'I-Bahci 
Washington, D. C., Miss Hamideh 

Nabil to Capt. John B. Cornell 
April 28, 1952 

Sonoma, Calif., Miss Audrey Colli
son to Mr. Irwin M. MacLeod (non
Baha'i) date not reported. 

Wauwatosa, Wis., Miss Marjorie 
Lewis to Mr. John Hymer (non. 
Baha'i) May 31, 1952 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly ot the Baha'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to BahA'is throughout the United States, and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith informed of international, national and local Baha'i developments, and serve as an organ for the distribu
bon of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Baha'i Council, and the general announcements pre
pared by the American N a tionaI Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1952·1953: 

Mrs. Eunice Braun, Chairman, 
Mrs. Gaylord Christensen, 
Miss Mae Graves, Managing Editor, 
Mr. William C. Henning, 
Miss Farrukh Ioas. 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, TIlinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois, U.S.A. 
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Progress at the World Center 
A Letter from the International Baha'I Council 

National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States, 

Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 
The International Baha'i COlUlcil 

wishes to share with the friends news 
of the progress of the Faith at its 
World Center, and to inform them 
of what has been done during the 
past year. under the guidance of the 
beloved Guardian. 

The Shrine of the sa b 
With the steady progress in the 

construction of the Shrine of the Bab 
on Mt. Carmel, the eyes, not only 
of the Baha'is, are becoming increas
ingly fixed upon it, but also of the 
people of IsraeL As the friends are 
already aware, the octagon of the 
Shrine is now complete. The eight 
minaret-like pinnacles, as well as the 
wrought iron panels of the balus
trade are now erected, and constitute, 
as Shoghi Effendi so beautifully said, 
the second crown of the building, the 
first crown being the carved marble 
parapet of the arcade with its green 
mosaic panels. This balustrade has 
now been painted a deep green, and 
the motif brought out through the 
application of gold leaf. The effect 
is truly exquisite, so much so that 
many local people seem to be uoder 
the misapprehension that the build
ing is now completed. Evidently 
what exists is to them sufficiently 
charming to constitute the end of 
the enterprise. 

On April 8th, the preliminary work 
commenced on the third unit, which 
consists of the drum section of the 
Shrine, containing eighteen lancet 
windows, symbolic in n urn ber of the 

Eighteen Letters of the Living. It is 
upon this intermediary unit, 11 met
ers (33 feet) high, that the dome of 
the Shrine must rest. In spite of the 
fact that this drum is much smaller 
in circumference than the two pre-

vious units already built, it consti
tutes a knotty construction problem 
because it must be a perfect circle, 
and because it has two walls, an out
er stone wall and an inner thin re
inforced concrete one, which must 

Model of the Shrine of the Bib. 
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be built simultaneously. The fact that 
we are gaining in height constantly, 
also increases the difficulty of the 
operation. 

From the unveiling of the Shrine 
model in 1944, on the occasion of the 
first Centenary of the Declaration of 
the Bab, the question of what ma
terial to use for the dome was really 
the main problem which faced Mr. 
Sutherland Maxwell, its architect. 
He had an original and very beauti
ful idea: The dome of the Shrine of 
the Bah was to be covered with a 
fish-scale pattern of tiles t in dimin
ishing sizes. His concept had been of 
either a green or a gold dome; but 
the Guardian considered that a gold
en dome was much more., suitable for 
this Second Holiest Structure in 
the Baha'i World; the Qiblih of the 
Faith, the Tomb of Bahil'u'llilh, be
ing naturally the Most Sacred. The 
problem of discovering a means of 
materializing this design faced the 
builders. Italian gold mosaic was 
considered a possibility. but discard
ed by the Guardian because of the 
uniform effect which the multitude 
of small facets would create at a 
distance, the original and highly dec
orative concept of tiles being entirely 
lost by such a treatment. Copper was 
out of the question because of the 
weight and the oxide staining which 
always occurs when this metal is 
used. That left only some form of 
porcelain or clay tile, or possibly a 
plastic material. The investigations 
of Dr. Ugo Giachery showed that 
plastic material was a risk, as no 
one can predict at present how it 
will react to years of exposure in 
this climate. There remained there~ 
fore only tile as a feasible solution. 

While attending the 1951 European 
Teaching Conference in Holland, Dr. 
Giachery located an enterprising and 
long-established firm of tile makers 
in Utrecht. After a great deal of in
quiry and experimentation on the 
part of this firm, a suitable solution 
to the problem of the dome seems to 
have been reached, and one which 
will realize the architect's design. An 
Wlder.glaze gold tile has now been 
developed and an order will shortly 
be placed for over 27,000 tiles, rang
ing in height from eight centimeters 
to twenty centimeters. The cost of 
these tiles will be approximately 
$11,000. 

Hand in hand with the work on 
the Shrine, the fame of the Shrine is 

spreading, and one hears more and 
more comments upon it, The people 
not only of Haifa, but from many 
parts of Israel, take pride in it, and 
when they learn something of the 
teachings of the Faith, greatly ad
mire what we stand for and what 
we are doing here in their country. 

The friends are nO doubt aware 
that ever since the passing of 
'Abdu'l Baha, Shoghi Effendi has 
been extending not only the terraces 
between the Shrine and the Templar 
Colony at the foot of Mt. Carmel, 
but has been widening, eastward and 
westward, the terrace upon which 
the Shrine itself rests. One section 
has remained to be extended for a 
number of years, but the engineering 
problem involved was complicated, 
and the expense very great. This 
year, however, the Guardian has felt 
that the longer the delay in building 
this extension~ the more hopelessly 
expensive such a construction would 
be, and he has consequently com
menced work which will when com
pleted add approximately 350 square 
meters to the terrace of the Shrine 
towards the east. This addition ne
cessitates the construction of a nine 
meter high wall of more than 350 
cubic meter content of stone. It is 
interesting to note that the stones 
for the work are being carried up 
from the ruins of the old city of 
Haifa, which are being removed in 
order to make way for a new de
velopment. When this portion of the 
terrace is completed, people visiting 
the Shrine will get the most wonder
ful view from this spot of the entire 
building, with the rays of the rising 
sun bringing out the Greatest Name 
in brilliant gold relief, in the north
eastern corner of the arcade. It is 
anticipated that in about a month 
and a hali, this extension will be 
completed. The cost of the work will 
be about $12,600. 

Bahji, comprising the Shrine of 
Baha'u'llah and His Mansion, re
ceives an even greater flow of visi
tors than the Gardens here in Haifa; 
owing to the fact that because of 
construction, the immediate sur
roundings of the Shrine on Mt. C ar
mel are closed to the public. During 
the recent Passover celebrations, 
more than 1,500 people visited Bahji, 
SOO of these in one day. The interiors 
of the Shrine of Baha 'u'llah and the 
Mansion, as well as the House of 
Baha'u'llah in 'Akka and the Mansion 
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of Mazra'ih, have been greatly beau
tified during the past year. in prepa
ration for the coming of the pilgrims. 

The Mansio" of Baha'u'II"h 

For six months, the Cause at its 
International Center went through a 
most irritating crisis and one which, 
had not the divine protection been so 
clearly vouchsafed to the Guardian 
and the friends serving him here, 
might have led to serious repercus
sions. 

Ever since the Ascension of 
Baha'u'llah, as the friends are aware, 
the party of MuJ.1ammad-'Ali, his 
children, his relatives and a few sup
porters, ha ve clustered around the 
Sacred Tomb. Upon the death of 
their Father, the sons of Baha'u'Uilh 
inherited shares in the Mansion 
where He passed away. In the course 
of many years, this building, so full 
of sacred associations, has witnessed 
the evidences of the violent animos
ity of the Covenant-breakers toward 
the Center of the Covenant.-

The friends will remember from 
their perusal of Baha'i history that 
already, while Bahil'u'llilh's body 
was being prepared for the grave, 
Mu}:lammad-'Ali was concentrating 
on his opposition to the Master. After 
the Ascension, and indeed untU 1932, 
MuI)ammad-'Ali and his relatives re
sided in the Mansion of Baha. 'u'llBh, 
in spite of the fact that the majority 
of the shares .in thi s building were 
owned by 'Abdu'l-Baha. Badi'u'U3h 
himself, in order to raise funds for 
his seditious activities, sold his share 
of the house of his Father to thp 
Inspector of Police of 'Akka. 

After the death of this man, and 
with tremendous inconvenience and 
legal complications, the Guardian 
succeeded in arranging to purchase 
back Badi'u'lHlh's original one-third 
share of the property. At this time, 
his son Musa Baha'i was the Regis
trar of Lands in 'Akkil, and catching 
wind of the transaction, succeeded 
at the last moment in bringing pres
sure to bear on the Police Inspec
tor's heirs, and instead of the Cause 
coming into possession of the re
maining one-third of the title deed, 
the Guardian succeeded in getting 
only one-sixth, and the other one
sixth fell into the hands of the Cove
nant-breakers and was registered in 
their names. 
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About 1932, the Mansion of 
Baha'u'Ilah, which had been occupied 
by Mul;lammad-'Ali and his family 
ever since 1892, had fallen in to such 
a state of disrepair that the roof 
was caving in. Shoghi Effendi con
sidered this not only a disgrace to 
the memory of the Blessed Perfec
tion, but also a responsibility which 
devolved upon the Baha'is, and he 
therefore represented to MulJ-ammad
'Ali, the necessity of repairing the 
building. MulJammad-'Ali. claiming 
he had no funds for such a purpose 
refused, but accepted the Guardian's 
proposal that he sbould evacuate the 
building, and allow the Baha'is to 
restore it; he moved into the adja
cent building, where his son still 
lives. 

Alter the Mansion had been restor
ed to its original glory (and such a 
term is not an exaggeration, for it 
is a beautiful oriental palace built 
by a wealthy resident of <Akka dur
ing the last century), the Guardian 
invited the British District Commis· 
sioner to inspect it with him-fur· 
nished, its walls lined with book~ 
cases and pictures of interest to the 
Baha'i world, its cabinets containing 
Writings of Baha'u'llah in the origi~ 
nal, the Room of Baha 'u'llili itself 
restored, and original relics of His 
placed in it. It made such an im
pression that he agreed to ask the 
High Commissioner to include it as 
a Baha'i Holy Place along with the 
Shrines and the House in 'Akka, and 
exempt it from taxation. This was 
done. The status of the building 
changed from the personal residence 
of a son of Baha 'u 'llah to a Museum 
and Pilgrim House for the Baha'is; 
Mul;tammad~'A1i could no longer re~ 
turn, and was forced to remain 
where he had taken up his residence 
nearby. 

A ruined blacksmith's shop which 
had existed, owned and worked by 
one of the Covenant~breakers, right 
next to the wall of the Holy Tomb 
towards the east, the Guardian had 
likewise destroyed. He had removed 
the old stables, and the unsightli
ness and disorder had been cleared 
away ~ and a quiet inner court crea t~ 
ed between the block of buildings 
in which the Tomb is situated, and 
the wall of the Mansion Garden. 

Towards the south, however, a 
small one-story building with five 
rooms. remained, and although since 
the days of Baha'u'llah and the Mas-

The beautiful Mansion of Babji. 

ter, it had been in Baha'i possession, 
its title deed was part of the Man
sion itself, of which the Covenant
breakers own one-sixth. 

Last December, the Guardian. in 
view of the fact that the roofs of 
three of the rooms had caved in and 
the walls were crumbling, and the 
building becoming daily a more com
plete and dangerous ruin, instructed 
the caretaker of the Holy Shrine to 
demolish it. While he was dOing this, 
the police arrived with an Order of 
Stay from the Haifa Court, to which 
the Covenant-breakers had appeal~ 

ed, in view of the fact that without 
their permission, property in which 
they had a share was being des
troyed. As the Covenant-breakers 
had been left in their portion of the 
Mansion property, in other words, 
part of the building towards the north 
and some rooms toward the east, 
unmolested and tminterfered with by 
the Guardian, he naturally supposed 
that after the Center of the Faith 
had been in undisputed possession of 
the building in question since 1892, 
he was at liberty, as Custodian of 
the Baha'i Holy Places, to tear it 
down. The bitterness, however, of the 
Covenant-breakers still motivated by 
the evil genius of Majdi'd-Din, who 
although only a few years short of 
100, and paralyzed, is still living in 
the building adjacent to the Man
sion, and led by the widow of Musa 

Baha'i, the daughter of Badi'u'll3.h, 
their hatred and their perennial de~ 
sire to create mischief, again surged 
to the surface. 

At the express request of the Cove
nant~breakers, a meeting was ar~ 

ranged at which two of them were 
present with their lawyer, the law~ 
yer of the Guardian and two repre
sentatives of the Guardian, in an 
effort to settle the question peace
fully out of court. However, the in
terview proved fruitless, because 
they continually raised the same old 
issues of sixty years ago which arose 
when MulJ.ammad-'Ali challenged the 
authority of the Master. They did, 
however. make a few requests which 
the Guardian considered were jus~ 
tified, such as being allowed to pray 
alone in the Tomb, and that they 
would be permitted to enter during 
certain hours, etc. In spite of this 
concession on his part, they decided 
to go to the Court and place the mat
ter before the Judge informally, 
rather than in the form of a trial. 
Twice the respective lawyers and 
parties concerned met in the Judge' s 
presence, but at both meetings the 
unreasoning animosity of the daugh~ 
ter of Badi'u'nah in particular, made 
any agreement impossible. Indeed. 
it became evident that working 
through her advocate, one of the 
sharpest in the country, and one 
whom she had carefully filled with 
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all kinds of misrepresenations as to 
the true situation which arose after 
the ascension of Baha'u'llah, she had 
no other intention than to prolong 
the existing condition, which was 
that the Guardian had been prevent
ed legally from tearing down ·the 
building, and, in the meantime the 
case was neither being decided out 
of Court nor being brought up in 
Court. Every reasonable solution 
having been consistently set aside 
by the Covenant-breakers, the first 
hearing of the Case was set. 

The Guardian, in spite of his de
sire to remove the unsightly rubble 
that the ruined house had become 
after its semi-demolition, was willing 
that the case should as expeditioWlly 
as possible be tried, knowing full 
well that any verdict could not but 
be in his favor, not only on religious 
grounds, but because the building 
had been in his possession for over 
twenty years, which, according to 
the laws of this land, give a person 
certain well-defined rights, 

It was not until the Covenant
breakers had the temerity to sum
mon the Head of the Faith himself 
as a witness, that he decided to ap
peal to the Government to. lift the 
matter entirely out of the JUrISdIC
tion of the Civil Court. 

The three members of the Inter
national Baha'i COWlcil, Mr. Remey, 
Dr, Giachery and Mr, loas, conse
quently had interviews with high
ranking officials of the ForeIgn Of
fice and the Prime Minister's office, 
a s well as with the Attorney-General 
and the Vice-Minister of Religions. 
It was evident immediately that the 
Government was quite awa~e of, the 
fact that the BaM'i Faith Is umted 
under the leadership of its legiti
mate Guardian, and that he is the 
true Custodian of the Baha'i Holy 
Places. In view of this, the Attorney
General in pursuance with instruc
tions fr~m the Minister of Religior:s, 
informed the President of the H~lfa 
Court that according to a law eXIst
ir,Lg in the Statutes since 1924, !he 
case in question should not be, t~led 
by a Civil Court as it was a relIgIOUS 
matter. 

To the astonishment of all con
cerned. the lawyer of the Covenant
breakers decided to challenge the 
authority of this order of the Attor
ney-General on a technicality and to 
appeal the case to the Supreme 
Court. This in fact meant that the 
case would no longer be against the 

Guardian but against-~-the-Govern
ment itself! 

Again interviews were had with 
the higher authorities in Jerusalem 
and Hakirya, and the Guardian's 
own appeal to the Prime Minister 
was transmitted to him. This pro
duced an immediate reaction. The 
legal adviser of the Prime Minister 
met with the Vice-Minister of Reli
gions, the advocate of the Guardian 
and the advocate of the Covenant
breakers, and brought pressure to 
bear. The three Hands of the Cause, 
representing Shoghi Effendi, were in 
one room in the 1\.iinistry of Reli
gions, and the Covenant-breakers 
in another, as the Baha'is had re
fused to meet with them any more. 
A stiff tussle ensued in which the 
lawyer of the Covenant-breakers re
peatedly brought back more claims 
from Badi'u'lhlh's daughter, and the 
Ia\vyer of the Guardian as consistent
ly brought back from the members 
of the Council refusals to accept 
them. Finally the representative of 
the Prime Minister informed them 
that any further fight they wished to 
ca rry on would be with the Govern
ment and if they wanted to do that, 
they could. The result was accept
ance on their part to drop the case 
and the appeal. 

From December until the end of 
.May. they had succeeded in prevent
ing the Guardian from doing what he 
wished to in the precincts of the 
Holy Tomb. They had, from giving 
the impression of being poor people 
whose rights were being denied and 
who objected to the demolition of a 
building in which they had a slight 
interest, gradually revealed them
selves as being vindictive, revenge
ful, and pursuing with great determ:
nation and skill, a definite object, 
which had nothing whatsoever to do 
with the building in question, or 
whether it was torn down or rebuilt; 
but which revealed itself as being a 
plan to either get a key for them
selves to the Holy Shrine, which 
would give them the position of joint 
Custodian with the Guardian, or of 
securing rooms in the Mansion itself 
for their own "Baha'i Archives," 

It would be no exaggeration to say 
that the entire course of the case 
was providential; and indeed all 
those here had the feeling that from 
beginning to end, it was pursuing. a 
plan which no one could check or ~
terfere with. Over and over agam, 
when it seemed that the case would 
be dropped or settled out of Court 
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or brought before the Judge and 
speedily dismissed, or the demolition 
Stay removed pending a hearing, or 
that the ruins would be torn down 
because the proper Civil authority 
had issued a demolition order, at the 
last moment, everything would go 
awry and the case would continue, 
growing and growing in importance, 
and going to ever higher official 
levels until it reached the Prime 
Minister himself, In fact, it gathered 
itself up like a big summer thtUlder 
cloud, and when it burst. crashed 
with full force on the heads of those 
who have disputed Baha.'u'lJah's in
structions, the Successorship of His 
beloved Son, the Will and Testament. 
and the Guardianship, for sixty 
years. 

When the three members of the 
International Baha'i Council left the 
Ministry of Religions in Jerusalem, 
they had in their possession a paper 
giving them full authority to tear 
down the ruins at once. 

Within forty-eight hours of their 
return, a flat surface of rubble was 
all that remained. Servants, Arab 
laborers and Baha'i pilgrims had 
scattered the stones of the building 
in a blast of joy. 

New Garden at a.hi! 
One week later, the Guardian of 

the Cause who went over to Bahji 
himself to supervise the work, had 
created, in time for the night of the 
Ascension of Baba 'u'l1ith a beautiful 
entrance, into what is now called the 
Holy Court leading to the Shrine. In 
front of the Mansion, and in the very 
spot where the ruined hOWle had 
stood, a wide expanse of garden 
sprung from the dust, marble vases, 
carved white Carrara marble orna
ments, lamp posts, cypress trees, 
borders, pebbled walks-Io! like a 
dream they spread before the eyes 
of the Baha'is. Indeed the Arab lab
orers would quote to each other an 
old saying: "The ring of Solomon 
has been found!", which stems from 
a tradition that the king lost his 
ring, and that whoever found it and 
tU111ed it on his finger-whatever he 
wished for would materialize in
stantly. 

Without the innocent remark 
thrown out by the Guardian one day 
as he left Bahji after visiting the 
Holy Tomb to the keeper: "Bring 
laborers and destroy these ruins/' 
and which he made because he could 



BAHA'I NEWS 

no longer tolerate this dilapidation 
so near the Holy Shrine, and because 
he desired to build a befitting en
trance at the end of the Garden ad
jacent to the Shrine, which had 
never had, for sixty years, any en· 
trance~ befitting or otherwise, the 
Covenant-breakers would not have 
once again been routed, suffered de
feat and lost many of the privileges 
they enjoyed for sixty years in re
spect to visiting the Holy Shrine, 
Indeed, it has been extraordinary the 
way this case has brought to the at
tention of almost every important 
Government Department in Israel. 
the true stature of the Faith, what it 
is doing here, who is its Head, what 
its plans are for the future, what it 
has already accomplished, One could 
almost say that the International 
Council were strangers to the Gov· 
emment in December. but, thanks 
to the good offices of our enemies, 
they became warm acquaintances! 

The Purchase 01 Eighteen Additional 
Plots on Mount Carmel 

One of the most important events 
during this past year has been the 
purchase at long last of eighteen ad
ditional plots on Mt, Carmel, in the 
vicinity of the resting -places of the 
Sister, the Mother and the Brother 
of 'Abdu'I-Bahii, Upon the formation 
of the State of Israel in 1948, all 
enemy property was seized and 
placed under the Controller of Ab
sentee Property, Within the last 
eighteen months the Government 
established, after the passing of suit
able legislation in the.Knesset (Par
liament), a body known as the "De
velopment Authority", empowered 
to dispose of lands, subj ect to the a p
proval of the Cabinet, either by lease 
or outright sale for dollars, After 
over a year's negotiations with the 
Government, the eighteen plots were 
purchased for the sum of $118,000, 
and in April, 1952, transferred to the 
name of the Palestine Branch of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha',s of the United States and 
Canada, In addition to these eighteen 
plots, totaling about six acres in 
area, the Guardian was able to pur
chase at the same time the remain
ing half of an empty plot facing both 
the Western Baha'i Pilgrim House 
and the House of 'Abdu'l-Baha, for 
the sum of $16,000, It was largely 
due to the intervention of His Wor-

ship the Mayor of Haifa, Mr, Aba 
Khoushy, that the Cause was able to 
secure this: land at this price, the 
original price having been very much 
higher. The assurance it would be 
kept as a private open space induced 
His Worship to urge the Government 
to make a concession to the Baha'is 
in this matter. 

Em bryo 01 the U niversaf House 
01 Worship 

The International Baha'i Council 
has been, during the past year, not 
only enlarged but strengthened 
through the addition to its member
ship of Mr. Leroy Ioas, who fulfills 
the function of Secretary-General; 
and Dr. Ugo GiacherYt Member at 
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Liaison between the Guardian and 
the Council 

Charles Mason Remey, President 
Amelia Collins, Vice-President 
Ugo Giachery, Member at Large 
Leroy Ioas, Secretary·General 
Jessie Revell, Treasurer 
Ethel Revell, Western Assistant 

Secretary 
LotfuIIah Hakim, Eastern Assist

ant Secretary 
There are now four Hands of the 

Cause serving the Faith permanent
ly at its International Center, as 
members of this Body. Dr. Giachery 
has paid two visits to Israel during 
the past three months, in order to 
assist with the work being undertak
en here and this has meant that 
five Hands of the Cause were in the 
Holy Land, In addition to this, Mr, 

The Monwnent Gardens. the Resting P]ace of the Family of • Abdu~I-Bahii.J in the 
vicinity of wlrlch the addHiona] eighteen plots have been purcha.sed. 

Large. On more than one occasion, 
the Guardian has pointed out to the 
members of the Council that the 
Charter upon which the Spiritual and 
Administrative activities of the 
Faith in Israel rest is the Tablet of 
Carmel, revealed by Baha'u'llah on 
Mt, Carmel. The "City of God" men
tioned in this Tablet, is the Shrine 
of the Bab, and the "Ark" means the 
Laws of God, and refers to the Uni· 
versal House of Justice, the embryo 
of which is the present International 
Baha'i Council, which through sue· 
cessive stages will develop into the 
Universal House of Justice to be es
tablished and fuoction on this Holy 
Mountain. Its membership now con
sists of: 

Amatu'I·Baha Ru~i:.yyih Khanum, 

Zikrull"h Khadem, Mr, Shu'a'ullah 
Alai, Mr, Siegfried Schopflocher and 
Mr, Moussa Banani, Hands of the 
Cause, have recently been in Haifa 
as pilgrims; in fact, two of them 
had the inestimable privilege of 
hearing from the Guardian's own 
lips that he had appointed them as 
part of the second contingent of 
Hands of the Cause, 

Plans Completed lor Mashriqu'l-Adhkar 
on Mount Carmel 

The President of the CotUlcil, Mr. 
Charles Mason Hemey, has now 
completed his design for the 
Ma@riqu'j·Acillkiir, which will be 
erected at a future date, somewhere 
on Mt. Carmel. During the past win-
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ter, he has had the opportunity of 
consulting with the Guardian about 
the final details, and having received 
his suggestions and approval, is now 
ready to order the model of his Tem
ple in Italy, so that it can he exhl· 
bited in the Mother Temple of the 
West in Wilmette during the historic 
Convention of 1953. This building is 
very monumental in character. 
While not resembling synagogue, 
church, mosque or any of the tern· 
pIes of former religions, it will have 
a distinctive religious character and 
djgnity of its own. When constructed, 
it will greatly enhance the institu
tions of the Faith at the World Cen
ter and fulfill yet another of 'Abdu'l
Baha's cherished hopes. How soon 
work on it could be undertaken is 
not known at present; but the de
sign carried out by the architect 
chosen for this purpose by the Mas
ter Himself, has now been safeguard
ed for posterity, and is ready for 
execution when the appointed time 
comes. 

Recognition of the Faith by the 
Israeli Government 

The relations of the State of Israel 
with our beloved Guardian and the 
International Baha'i COWlcil have 
been friendly and cordial. We are 
happy to report that steady progress 
is being made in obtaining suitable 
legal recognition of the Faith here, 
from the Government. During the 
past few months, the exemption al
ready given by both the Mandate 
Authorities and the Jewish State to 
material gifts received for the Shrine 
of Baha'u'l!ah, the Shrine of the Bab, 
Mazra'ih, the House of Baha'u'IM.h in 
'Akka and the Gardens on Mt Car
mel, has been extended to cover all 
thing s received for the Western and 
Eastern Pilgrim Houses and the 
Home of the Head of the Faith, In 
addition to this, the Government has 
been both understanding and cooper
ative as !'egards the reduction of the 
heavy charges made in the port on 
material sent for the Shrine of the 
Bab, and gifts received for the 
Holy PI aces, 

Aside from the very pleasant in
terview two of the present members 
of the International Baha'i Council, 
Mrs, Collins and Mr, Ioas, had with 
the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. 
David Ben-Gurion, during his trip to 
America last summer, when they 

formed part of a delegation from the 
American National Spiritual Assem
bly received by him, contact has 
been made by various members of 
the Council and by Mr. Lawrence 
Hautz, with the following high-rank
ing officials of the St ate: Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann, President, at a reception 
at Rehovot; Miss Golda Myerson, 
Minister of Labor: Dr. David Z. Pin
kas, Mjnister of Communications; 
Mr. Eliezer Kaplan, Minister of Fi
nance; as well as Dr. W. Walter Ey
tan, Director General of the Foreign 
Ministry; Dr. Kurt Mendelsohn, Di~ 
rector of Customs and Excise; Dr. 
Zerah Warhaftig, Minister of Relig
ions; Mr. Ahoud Avril, Director Gen~ 
eral to the Prime Minister, Mr. Shi
mon Eynat, Legal Adviser to the 
Prime Minister and the Attorney 
General, Mr. Kalman Cohen. It is 
both significant and interesting to 
note that the higher one goes in gov
ernment circles, the greater is the 
courtesy shown and the "Wider the 
knowledge of the Faith possessed by 
its officials. Likewise at high levels 
we meet with ready understanding, 
and when assistance is necessary, 
we get it. 

Pilgrims to Haif. - From the Ea.t 
and from th~ West 

No report of Baha'i activities dur
ing the past year could convey any 
sense of the stirring progress being 
made here that did not mention the 
arrival of the pilgrims. The first 
believer from the east to reach the 
Holy Land after more than ten years, 
during which the pilgrimage had 
been perforce suspended by the be
loved Guardian, was Mr. Sami Dok
toroglu, of Istanbul. After years of 
persecution, quiesence and obs
curity, the Turkish believers have 
at last found themselves in a position 
to go ahead with their work in the 
service of Baha'u'llah. Thanks to the 
instructions carried back to them by 
this Baha'i brother from the pres
ence of the Guardian, they have or
ganized their first three Spiritual 
Assemblies in the historic city of 
Istanbul, in Aintab and in Adana, 
and have recently purchased a por
tion of the land which is the site of 
the building once occupied by 
Baha'u'llah during his sojourn there 
in Constantinople. 

The first Baha'i pilgrim to arrive 
from the west was Mr. Lawrence 
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Hautz of Milwaukee. His eagerness 
to render any assistance within his 
power to the work here attracted 
the eye of Shoghi Effendi, who is 
ever ready to embark on new activi
ties when he finds willing hands! 
It was in no small measure due to 
the enthusiasm and eagerness of this 
western Baha'i friend that the pur
chase of the additional plots here in 
Haifa was so speedily and success
fully concluded. He made many con
tacts with the Government and im
pressed upon them the importance 
of the International Center of the 
Faith here to the Baha'is the world 
over, assuring them that Israel has 
no better friends than the people 
who believe that what Baha'u'llah 
promised will be fulfilled, and that 
His promises about Israel will like
wise be fulfilled, 

During four months, more than a 
hundred friends have been the guests 
of the Guardian, and carried back 
from his presence inspiration, gui
dance, love and boundless zeal to 
their fellow Baha'is, upon their re
turn to their own countries. The 
pilgrimage, due to lack of adequate 
accommodation here, for large num
bers of people, has been limited to 
nine days, in order to enable more 
of the believers to come, and there 
is now so much to see that the 
friends are indeed kept very busy 
during their stay. They visit the two 
Holy Shrines, spending at least one 
night at Bahji, in the Mansion of 
Baha'u'llah, They likewise visit the 
Room in the Most Great Prison once 
occupied by Baha'u'llah, and pray 
there. This room is now in the hands 
of the Baha'!s, delivered officially 
by the authorities to them, They also 
visit the House in 'Akka occupied by 
Baha'u'llith for many years, and in 
which He revealed the Aqdas, the 
Garden of the RiQ.vanJ Mazra'ih, the 
two International Baha'i Archives, 
and other local sites of historic in- . 
terest. Their hearts are full of joy 
when they arrive, and their eyes full 
of tears when they depart, They 
constitute, as the Guardian has often 
pointed out, the stream of life-b1ood 
flowing in and out of the great heart 
of the Faith here. The members of 
the International Baha'i Council look 
forward to the day when it will be 
feasible for ever-increasing numbers 
of the believers to have the inesti
mable privilege of meeting their 
Guardian face to face, imbibing from 
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him the essence of their Faith. lay
ing their foreheads on the Thresh
olds of their Holiest Shrines, and 
gazing with wonder at the Sepulchre 
of the Bah, as we often see it at 
night, illumined, shlning like a 
glorious white queen on the slope of 
the dark mountain, under a sky 
studded by brilliant stars, and the 
deep purple of the Mediterranean 
stretching like a velvety carpet be
fore it. 

Faithfully yours in El Baha, 
-INTERNATIONAL BAHA'i COUNcn. 

Charles Mason Remey, 
President 

Leroy C. Ioas, 
Secretary~eneTat 

Haifa, Israel 
July 1, 1952 

~-------------4~ 

THE NATIONAL BUDGET 

Dearly beloved friends: 
When this statement appears in 

Bah.d~i News, one-third of our Baha'i 
year will have passed. It would be 
very gratifying to be able to report 
that one-third of our Budget for this 
year, namely $160,000, will have been 
received by the Treasurer's office 
during that period. However. re
ceipts have fallen far short of the 
monthly average of approximately 
$40,000 required to fulfill our require
ments. 

Consecration is an entity which 
manifests itself in every phase of our 
Baha', life, and must be applied with 
the same enthusiasm and vigor to 
the Fund as well as to our intensive 
teaching efforts. A Canadian Baha'i, 
in a recent letter to his National 
Treasurer, wrote: "I realize, of 
course, that in giving money to the 
cause of Baha'u'llah I shower a 
blessing upon myself. I'm only sorry 
I couldn't do it sooner. 1 pray that 
the total needed, here and around the 
world, will be reached. If each does 
his part, no doubt it will." 

A joyous spirit pervades the 
American Baha'i Community as 
preparations begin to assume form 
for the Jubilee celebrations in the 
Holy Year whose threshold we ap
proach. The-se celebrations will have 

world-wide significance and will 
mark the beginning of a World Cru
sade for our beloved Faith. Ours will 
be a preponderating role, but only 
if we have proudly fulfilled the tasks 
we have so eagerly assumed. 

"God does not ask from any soul 
except according to his ability. Who
soever comes with one good act, God 
will give him tenfold. There is no 
doubt that the living Lord shall as
sist and confirm the generous soul. 
o ye lovers of the Beauty of the 
True One! Become ye self-sacrific
ing; become ye self-sacrificing." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 

CORRECTIONS 
The National Assembly wisbes to 

correct the punctuation in the cable 
dated April 5, 1952, published on page 
2 of Baha'i News for June. 

The sentence reading "Inform Na
tional Assemblies (that) God's 
avenging wrath having afflicted (in) 
rapid succession (during) recent 
years two sons, brother (and) sister
in-law (of) Archbreaker (of) 
Baha'u'llah's Covenant, (had) now 
struck down second son, Siyyid 'Ali 
Nayer Afnan" should read "(has) 
now struck down second son (of) 
Siyyid 'Ali, Nayer Ainan," etc. 

Convention Cable 

The Guardian ha s sent a list of 
corrections to be made in the text 
of his Message to the National Con
vention as published in the May is~ 
sue of Baha'i News. 

Page 2, third paragraph, fifth line, 
after the words "Civil Service" in
sert the words U(end of the)". 
Seventh line, after tbe word "Indi
anapolis" insert a semicolon and in
terpolate the words "(by the)". 

Fourth paragraph, second line, aft
er the word "Bahrayn" insert the 
word "Ahsa." 

Second column, first line, "(the) 
world community" should be "(a) 
world community." End of first and 
beginning of second lIne, "(of the) 
divinely appointed" should be "(of 
a) divinely appointed." Fourth line, 
"(of) world crisis!! should be H(of 
a) world crisis." Same line, "(in) 
execution" should be "(for the) exe
cution!' Fifth line, "(and) subse
quent unfoldment" should be "(the) 
subsequent Wlfoldment.!! Same line, 
"unfoldment (of)" should be "un
foldment (of a)." Sixth line, after 
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the word "civilization" insert the 
word "(and)," to read "civilization 
(and the) ultimate attainment," etc. 
Eighth line, "(of the)" should be 
"(of a).1t 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 

CREDENTIALS FOR TRAVEL 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has provided two forms of Baha'i 
identification card, one to be signed 
and issued by local Assemblies to 
commWlity members traveling 
within the United States, the other 
signed and issued by the National 
Spiritual Assembly to American be
lievers traveling abroad, and to iso
lated believers who travel in the 
United States. 

All traveling believers are ex
pected to carry proper credentials. 

-NATIONAL SPIRrrUAL AsSEMBLY 

The Remedy of Every Ailment 
a thou yearner after the Kingdom t 

Each Manifestation is the heart of 
the world and the proficient Physi
cian of every patient. The world of 
humanity is sick., but that skilled 
Physician hath the bealing remedy 
and He bestoweth divine teachings, 
exhortations and advices which are 
the remedy of every ailment and the 
dressing for every wound. Undoubt· 
edly, the wise physician discovereth 
the needs of the patient at every sea
son and prescribeth medicine. 

(Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Bah<i) 

National BaJui.'i Addresses 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters: 
536 Sberidan Road, Wilmette, 
IllInois. 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
Make checks Payable to: 

National Baha'i Fund 

Baha', Publisbing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, 
illinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
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The Baha'is of Mandalay. Burma. send their greetings to us by way of this pboto of the members of their community. ThIs is oar 
first communication rJ'om Mandalay in many years. 

AFRICA 

Progress 01 the Administrative Order 
in East Alrica 

The British Africa News for June 
reports the election of officers of the 
two newly-formed Baha'i Assem
blies, in Kampala and Dar-es
Sala am t as follows: 

Kampala: 
Aliyullah Nakhjawani, 

Chairman 
Enoch Olinga, Vice-Chairman 
Philip Hainsworth, Secretary 
Samiheh Khanum Banani, 

TTeasurer 
Violet Khanum Nakhjawani 
Moussa Banani 
Frederick Bigabwa 
Crispian Kajubi 
Peter Musoke 

Peter Musoke represents the Bug
anda Tribe, and Enoch Olinga rep
resents the Teso Tribe, of Uganda. 

Dar-es-Salaam: 
Jalal Nakhjawani. Chairman 
Mrs. Isobel Sabri, 

Vice-Chairman 
Hassan Sabri, Secretary 
Darakshandeh Khanum Nakhja-

wani, Treasurer 
Leslie Ma tola 
Denis Dudley-Smith Kutendele 
Frahang Naimi 
Gopalkrishnan N ayer 
Eustace Mwalimu 

Leslie Matola represents the Yao 
tribe. He is a retired official inter
preter of the High Court of Tangan
yika. Eustace Mwalimu represents 
the Mbondei tribe and is a social 
welfare officer for the Tanganyika 
Government. 

More joyful news comes from 
Kampala, reporting the purchase of 
the Ha~ratu'l-Quds, on the instruc
tions of the Guardian. This is the 
second Hazira on the African Con
tinent (the fjrst was in Cairo) and 
will serve as the focal administra
tive point for all of the Baha'i Com
munities of East and Central Africa. 

Baha" literature Needed 
lor Addis Ababa 

The friends everywhere can help 

with the teaching work in Ethiopia. 
Books and pamphlets in English, 
French and Italian for use in study 
classes, will be welcomed by Dr. V. 
Ries, P. O. Box 102, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 

The newly-elected officers of the 
Addis Ababa Spiritual Assembly 
are: 

Gila M. Bahta, Chairman 
David Talbot, Vice-Chairman 
Dr. V. Ries, Secretary 
Sabri Elias, Treasurer 
Mrs. Gila 
Mrs. Elias 
Alfred Shafi 
Mr. Birch 
Sayed Mansour 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

Power of Attraction 

(From Australia and 
New Zealand News Bulletin) 

"First there must be in the mind 
the radiant conviction and knowledge 
of an essential teaching factor before 
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it can be brought into the physical 
world. In other words, we build first 
in the spiritual world, secondly in 
the physical world. The development 
of that knowledge in oneself will be 
the magnet whIch will attract those 
who need just that knowledge. The 
power of attraction, which we need 
so much, is inherent in spiritual 
truth and knowledge. So let us avail 
ourselves of the advice given in the 
teachings and set the power of at
traction at work." 

Conv~ntion Gives Impetus 
to Pioneeri"9 

A letter from a pioneerinp: youth 
in Leeton, N. S. Wales stat'f: "Our 
teaching work seems to have re
ceived a tremendous impetus; must 
have been the effect the Convention 
had on us. Pamphlets were dropped 
in letter-boxes, booklets sent to pro
minent people and quotatioDIP placed 
in the weekly paper, resulting in 
many inquiries/' Leeton, N. S. Wales 
is learning rapidly of the Baha'i 
Faitht 

Pioneering in Victoria 

Pioneer, Violet Hoehnke, a sister 
on the staff of the Base Hospital at 
Ballarat, is busily engaged in teach
ing efforts in Ballarat, Bendigo, and 
Echuca. She makes regular visits to 
contacts, and is placing advertising 
in the local press to find inquirers. 

International Cooperation in Teaching 

Mrs. Shirin Fozdar of India will 
spend two and a half months, from 
August to October, speaking in goal 
towns and capital cities of New Zea
land and Australia. Her prominence 
as one of the outstanding workers in 
the emancipation of women in India 
will insure ready access for her as 
a speaker on platforms of various 
women's organizations in these 
lands. The National Spiritual Assem
bly, assisted by National Committees 
and Local Assemblies, and in coop
eration with the National Spiritual 
AsseTIlbIy of India is preparing a 
program for this teaching campaign. 

Interview with American Baha'I 

An interview with an American 
Baha'i. Mrs. Else Norden Waldman, 
made front-page news in the Taranki 

First Ba.h8.'i uBenelux" ~onfereDCe. Some 01 the foriYooSeven Baha'is from HoIIaDd. 
Luxembourg and Be]gIUm who gathered at the Brasse1s Baha'i Oenter~ 

April 12-14, 1952. 

Herald of New Plymouth, New Zea
land on May 17, 1952. The article 
gives an interesting account of Ger
man-born Mrs. Waldman's education 
in London, Paris, Berlin; her career 
as interior decorator in New York 
City and her intense interest in the 
poor there, which led her into wel
fare work and public health nursing, 
and her world travels. The article 
states: "She decided to come to New 
Zealand to see American friends in 
Auckland and interest people in the 
Dominion in the Baha'i World Faith, 
which seeks a tmiversal religion, lan
guage and pOlice force. Near Chi
cago on Lake Michigan the Baha'! 
followers are building, with their own 
funds, a beautiful temple with uine 
entrances symbolizing the major re
ligions. When it is finished in 1953 
people of all faiths will be able to 
worship in it." 

In June Mrs. Waldman flew to the 
Fiji Islands where she has taken up 
a nursing post with the New Zealand 
Department of Health. She writes en
thusiastically of her first Feast with 
the friends that included seven in
dians and one Samoan. 

BRITISH ISLES 

British National Convention 
The highlight of the Convention 

was a long detailed resolution on how 

consolidation might be furthered, 
recommending that each community 
set itself a goal, and proposing spe
cial meetings to inaugurate such a 
program. The British Baha'i Com
munity managed to maintain all 
their Assemblies through the valiant 
efforts of pioneers who came for
ward just in time. Consolidation has 
not yet been achieved, but we enter 
the second year of our Two Year 
Plan with the same number of As
semblies as we finished the Six Year 
Plan. 

Youth Conference in Nottingham 

A Youth Conference was held in 
Nottingham at the end of March. 
The enthusiasm among the partici
pants bore fruit in valuable sugges
tions for youth work in the immedi
ate future. The program included a 
Baha'i drama, music, dancing, talks, 
discussion and a quiz. 

Persian Pilgrims in Britain 
The British Baha'i Community has 

been fortunate recently in receiving 
a number of visits from Persian 
Baha'is who have made the pilgrim
age to Haifa on their way to Bri
tain. They have brought inspiring ac
counts of the World Center which 
made everyone yearn to go there. 

9 
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CANADA 

Fifth National Baha'f Convention 

The Brunswick Hotel, Moncton, 
New Brunswick, was the scene of 
this fifth National Convention, Six
teen delegates and twenty-five visi
tors were in attendance. 

Our tremendous future develop
ment on the international plane was 
borne out by the discussion of the 
plans already laid down by the 
Guardian for the Jubilee Year. A 
delegate from each Province will at
tend the Wilmette Conference and a 
delegate from Canada will be sent 
to the Conference in New Delhi, In
dia. 

Our beloved Hand of the Cause, 
Freddy Schopflocher, gave a warm 
and vivid picture of his visit to Haifa 
which drew all present closer to the 
Guardian. The Ha:pratu'l-Quds for 
Canada is to be an administrative 
center and secretariat. 

Convention consultation bore out 
the great necessity of completing 
our Five Year Plan; not as an end 
in itself but as an essential step in 
the evolution of the Faith into the 
international plane and as a vital 
p~ rt of the Divine Plan. 

The whole tone of this Convention 
was one of enthusiasm; not the light, 
frivolous type of enthusiasm that 
passes with the moment but a ma
ture, serious and sound enthusiasm 
based on a deep tmderstanding of 
the importance of the sacred task 
and privilege of assisting in the exe
cution of the Divine Plan. The words 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha as spoken to Howard 
Colby Ives might well express the 
feeling of all who attended, "This is 
the day for very gTeat things." 

Canadian National Spiritual Assembly 

Lloyd Gardener 
John Robarts 

Laura Davis 
Freddy Schopflocher 

Emeric Sala Rosemary Sala 
Rowland Estall Winnifred Harvey 

Ross Woodman 

Teaching in Ontario 

The Ontario Teaching Committee 
held a regional conference May 11, 
in Hamilton with 60 Baha'is attend
ing. Delegates from the National 
Convention reported on the Moncton 
Convention. ·Mrs. Margery McCor
mick of Evanston, Illinois, gave the 
friends a most inspiring message. 

AUGUST, 1951 

The recently completed Hazira. of the Nationa.1 Spiritual Assembly of the Bahi'is of 

Germany and Austria, located in Frankfurt am Main. Wesiendsirasse 24, where the 
Na.:Uonal Convention was held, April 25-27. The Baha.'i Secretariat js housed in this 
tuUding; there is a large a.nd beautiful room for rn.eetings, with adja.cen.:&. kitchen 
and modern equipment. The Na.tiona] Bahi'i Library and Archives will soon be 

transferred to the Haaira. 

Ontario Summer Schoo! 

The Ontario Summer School will 
be held at Blue Mountain Lodge from 
August 2 to 9, with Curtis Kelsey of 
New Jersey and Rowland EstaH as 
teachers. 

On the Air in Ottawa 

Recently a member of the Ottawa 
Baha'i community was invited to 
comment on the Baha'i Faith, shar
ing a panel discussion with a Carle
ton College professor and two staff 

members of Ottawa University on 
Station CKOY. The Faith was again 
mentioned on a weekly news round
up over the same station. 

GERMANY 

Administrative Cooperation 
Baha'i Nachrichten (the German 

"Baha'i NewsH
) has been issued dur

ing the past year as a real example 
of Baha'i administrative coopera
tion. The contents are prepared in 



IAH ... ·1 NEWS 

the Secretariat according to decis
ions of the National Spiritual As
sembly. The paper has been donated 
by a Baha'i, the mimeographing ap
paratus and materials were paid for 
from the National Baha'i Fund. The 
assembling, final typing and mimeo
graphing of the issues and their 
mailing is taken care of by mem
hers of the Karlsruhe Community in 
a joint project, and the cost of mail
ing for the entire year was borne by 
the Heidelberg Community. Thus the 
Baha'i Nachrichten is a model of 
purposeful, intelligent and self-sac
rificing cooperation, which has con
tributed to the streqgthening and 
deepening of the unqerstanding of 
the Baha'i administrative order. 

National Spiritual A .... mbly 
of Germany 

The newly elected National Spirit- . 
uai Assembly of the Baha'is of Ger
many and Austria consists of the fol-
lowing members: I 

Dr. Eugen Schmidt, Chairman 
Dr. Adelbert Miihlschlegel, Vice-

Chairman 
Ruprecht G. Kruger. Secretary 
Otto Hafner, Treasurer 
Mrs. Anna Grossmann 
Werner Hartwig 
Dr. Heide Jager 
Julius Henseler 
Mrs. Johanna von Werthern 

SOUTH AMERICA 

"Send Forth Throughout Thy 
Countries'" 

Because of changing conditions 
throughout Latin America, almost 
all of the North American pioneers 
have been sent to different coun
tries. Eve Nicklin and Margot 
Miessler are now located in Monte
video, Uruguay, to help consolidate 
and stimulate the BahA'i Community 
there. Gayle Woolson, Corresponding 
Secretary of the N ationa! Spiritual 
Assembly, is living in Bucara
manga, Colombia, in order to help 
with the teaching and consolidation 
work in that community. Sheila 
Rice-Wray, who had been servng 
in Sucre, Bolivia, was returned to 
Central America at the request of 
their National Spiritual Assembly to 
work with the Baha'i Community in 
the Dominican Republic. Dorothy 
Ca mpbell, formerly Secreta ry of the 
Publishing Committee in La Paz, 
Bolivia, has taken over the duties 
of Secretary of the National Teach-
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Members of the NaUonal Spiritual Assembly of South America.. Standing, left to right: 
Bolivar Plaza of Ecuador; Rangva.ld Ta.etz of Montevideo, Urtlpay: Ednumd Hi ... 
sler of Sao Paulo, Brazil; Manuel Vera. of LUna, Peru; Guillenno Aguilar of I.Jma~ 
Peru. Seated, left to riglU.: Gayle Woolson of Bucara..manga, ColombJa; Eve NickUn of 
Lima., Peru; Mercedes. Sanc,..ez of Lima, Peru; and Margot Worley of Bahia, Bra-zil. 

A view of the service dedicated to the EzeJza. Interna.tional Baha'i School at the 
operung of the Convention Schoo1 Session, 1!}52. 
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ing Committee and Editor of the 
Noticias Baha'is of South Ameri
ca, in the National Office in Lima, 
Peru. 

Larry Kramer remains at his post 
in Qui to, Ecuador; Elise Schreiber 
in Medellin, Colombia; Louise Gro-
ger in Punta Arenas, Chile; and 
Katherine Meyer in Caracas, Vene
zuela. Toni Fillon, from Chile, is now 
helping with the teaching work in 
Caracas. 

Inspired by the stirring words of 
Dorothy Baker, Hand of the Cause 
of God, during the Convention in 
BUenos Aires. Mr. and Mrs. Juan 
Manuel Cacavelos of Cordoba, A:r
gentina, volunteered to go anywhere 
on the Continent as self-supporting 
pioneers. The National Spiritual As
sembly has asked them to go to R<>
sario, Argentina, to help the group 
of six believers attain Assembly 
status by next April. This couple, 
past middle-age, are cheerfully 
abandoning their home and business 
in a climate favorable to their health 
in order to become members of that 
great army of God and conquer new 
hearts in the service of Baha'u'llah. 
Truly they have responded to the 
caB, "Oh, heroes of God, mount your 
steeds! .. 

COMMEMORATION OF 
'ABDU'L-BAHA'S VISIT 

Flatbu.h Unitari.n Church Holds 
Special Service 

Dr. Karl Chworowsky, P astor of 
the Flathush Unitarian Church, is 
known and loved by his many Baha'i 
friends. On June 15 he presented a 
special memorial service honoring 
the fortieth anniversary of the visit 
of the beloved Master to that church. 
Many Bahaa'is assembled with the 
congregation to hear Mrs. Mildred 
Mottahedeh speak on "The Rise of 
the Baha 'j Faith" and Mr. William 
de Forge speak on "The Personality 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha.." There were read
ings from The Hidden Words and 
Bahd'i Scriptures. Mr. Charles Beh
rens was soloist. 

As soon as they had been informed 
of this meeting, the National Spir-
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Baha'i delegates and friends, wtlh Dorothy Baker, Band of the Cause, at 1.he Sod 
Americ.a.n Convention in BUeIlos Aires, 1952.. 

itual Assembly sent the following 
telegram, to Dr. Chworowsky: 

"To you and to your congrega
tion the members of the National 
Baha'i Assembly desire to ex
press grateful appreciation of the 
spiritual hospitality and fellow
ship offered the Baha'is in your 
service commemorating the for
tieth anniversary of 'Abdu'l-Ba
h;i's address in Flatbush Uni
tarian Church (Stop) Baha'is 
throughout America esteem and 
cherish your church for provid
ing a gracious occasion for 'Ab
du'l-Baha to promulgate the 
teachings of Universal Peace" 

MESSAGE OF GREETING SENT 
TO NAACP CONVENTION 

Recalls Visit of 'Abdu'I-Baha in 19 I 2 
The Annual Convention of the 

NAACP was held in Oklahoma City 
in 1952 (June 24-28). The National 
Spritual Assembly was reminded of 
the occasion, forty years ago, when 
that organization held its Annual 
Convention in Chicago. At that Con
vention, 'Abdu'l-Baha spoke, sum
moning the delegates to strive for 
true racial unity. (P.U.P., Vol. I, p. 
66). The following telegram was sent 
by the National Spiritual Assembly, 
to the 1952 NAACP Convention: 

"On behalf American Baha'is we 
extend cordial greetings and sin
cere wishes successful confer
ence (Stop) Now in this perilous 
time, every human being worthy 
his divine creation, must acclaim 
oneness of mankind and strive 
for nothing less than establish
ment promised Kingdom on 

earth (Stop) We recall gratefully 
opportunity given 'Abdutl-Baha 
by your 1912 Convention Chicago 
to expound divine summons to 
unity of race." 

GLEANED FROM BULLETINS AND 
REPORTS 

The following items tell us 
what is being done by some of our 
Baha'i Communities and Commit
tees, and are presented here to il
lustrate the various ways in which 
the Faith can be publicized. 

Anchorage and Anchorage Record
ing District, Alaska have cooperated 
in the presentation of a series of 
classes on Comparative Religion for 
youth of Junior High and High School 
age. Edgar Russell had the op
portunity of giving a talk on brother
hood at the Java Club of the YMCA 
in Anchorage. 

Long Island friends have a very 
full summer program. In addition to 
numerous Fireside Meetings, and a 
Conference Institute, they are m ak
ing plans for the booth they will con
duct at the Mineola Fair (Mineola, 
New York, Sept. 9-13). 

Cathedral of the Pines (Located 
near Rindge, New Hampshire) 
Baha'i Service will he at 2:30 p.m. 
on August 9. The speakers will be 
Mr. William de Forge and Mrs. Dud
ley Blakely. You are urged to be 
there and to bring your friends as 
this is a real teaching opportunity. 

Topeka, Kansas Baha'i Center is 
listed in the official bulletin issued 
by the Chamber of Commerce of that 
city, in which points of interest are 
included. 

~--------------~ 
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THE GUARDIAN DELIGHTED TO 
HEAR LIBERIAN NEWS 

Mrs. Marie Rice, Secretary 
Africa Teaching Committee. 

Dear Baha'i Sister: 
Your letter of February 13, 1952 

has been received by the beloved 
Guardian, and he has instructed me 
to write you on his behalf. He has 
also in hand the enclosures which 
you sent him. 

He was delighted to hear of Ibe 
news in Liberia. Mr, Foster's dedica
tion and consecration are certalnly 
beginning to bear fruit, and he feels 
sure that there will be great results 
achieved there in the future. 

He urges your Committee to try 
to get out to Africa as many new 
pioneeTs during the coming year as 
possible, in order to bolster the work, 
preparatory to Ibe holding of Ibe 
Africa Conference next February. 

In view of the fact that there 
seems to be Ibe possibility of diffi
culties arising about holding Ibe In
tercontinental Teaching Conference 
in Kampala, he urges you to keep 
in closest touch with the British 
Africa Committee, and to do all you 
can to cooperate with them in solv
ing any problems, as of course 
they are the convenors of the Con
ference. 

When you write to the Collisons 
and to Mr. Foster and to the new 
Baha'i in Liberia, please convey to 
them the Guardian's loving greet
ings~ and assure them of how delight
ed he is with the services they are 
rendering, and that he remembers 
them in his prayers. 

He is most happy over the work 
your Committee is accomplishing, 
and feels that still more will un
doubtedly be done during this com
ing year. 

With Baha'i love, 
(Signed) R. Rabbani 

"May Ibe Almighty bless you and 
your dear co-workers to aid you to 
extend continually the range of your 
activities, and enable you to win 
great and memorable victories in the 
days to come. 

Your true brother, 
-5HOCffi 

Haifa, Israel 
June 5, 1952 

Dedicated Service of 
Pioneers to Africa 

The foregoing letter, from our Be
loved Guardian to the U. S. Africa 
Committee has added deep inspira
tion and momentum to the Commit
tee's efforts. 

Liberia 
The Committee al s 0 received by 

cable from William Foster, our 
pioneer in Liberia, the joyful news 
that there are eight more declara
tions in from Monrovia, bringing 
the total number of Baha'is there to 
eleven! Thus the dedicated service 
of pioneer Foster and the newly de
clared Baha'is in Monrovia will as
sure the first Liberian Baha'i Assem
bly for the coming Holy Year. Lov
ing greetings to our new Bahil'is and 
appreciation were cabled to pioneer 
Foster by the Committee. 

From letters received since the 
cable we learn that the new Liberian 
Baha'is are able and capable men 
who are in Monrovia. Some of them 
come from other countries, such as 
the Gold Coast, Sierra Leone, Ni
geria and Italy. Interesting reports 
were given of their teaching activi
ties. With only a limited supply of 
Baha'i literature, they have planned 
meetings which reflect enthusiasm 
and good programming. Two meet· 
ings are held each week, one on 
Wednesdays by invitation and a pub
lic meeting on Sundays. At a recent 
public meeting the Liberian friends 
presented a rotu1d table and discus
sion on "The Mystery of Sacrifice" 
as presented by 'Abdu'l Baht!. in one 
of his talks printed in "the Reality 
of Man." Participating in this pro
gram were Messrs. Kporhanu, 
Brewe, Lattersighi, Amartey, Chap
man and Foster. Members of the 
Round table were Messrs. Amagashi, 
O'Connor and O-Cloo. 

The Gold Coast 

News from the Gold Coast has in
formed us that Ethel Stephens is 
missing no opportWlity to present the 
teachings, though she plans to be
gin her return journey to the United 
States in July. Mrs. Stephens writes 
that she has a fireside class. and 
that one of her pupils was permit~ 
ted to use a Baha'i prayer in the 
chapel of his school. Mrs, Stephens 
has received many invitations to 
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speak and to show her excellent col
or slides. Before she leaves the Gold 
Coast she will have appeared before 
the important secondary schools 
and colleges in three different cities. 
A::. this news goes to press, the Com
mittee has learned that one of the 
waiting Baha'i pioneers has received 
an opportunity to work in the Gold 
Coast. Plans are lUlderway to speed 
up his departure, so that when Mrs. 
Stephens leaves another Baha'i will 
bE" present to carry on the work. 

No news from the Collisons for this 
issue. However I we know that these 
dear friends are at work for the 
Failb they love so devotedly. 

Committee Urges Cooperation 
of the Friend, at Home 

The U. S, Africa Committee for the 
current Baha'i year has been greatly 
enlarged to assure better distribution 
of the Committee functions and an 
acceleration of the work. Regu
lar and more frequent commlUlica
tions to our African Baha'is will be 
assured through Ibe activity of Mrs. 
Marie Rice, one of the Committee's 
secretaries. Laurence Hautz, Helena 
Robinson, Marguerite Sears and 
Alassin Wurie, and Bessie Barham 
will generate ideas and contacts for 
the acceleration of teaching and coo
tact work among the Africans in the 
United States. Albert James, Mar
guerite Sears, Ethel Closson and Hel
ena Robinson will collaborate on get
ting out a regular U. S. Africa Bul
letin. Hazel Langr all, Marie Rice, 
Laurence Hautz and Ethel Closson 
will keep the summer schools 
abreast of the Africa teaching work. 
Rex Parmelee, Elsie Austin and Lud
milla Val! Sombeek will work on job 
opporttrnities for the waiting pio
neers. 

The Committee would greatly ap
preciate the cooperation of the 
friends in getting photographs of 
Baha'i activities to share with the 
American pioneers in Africa. If you 
have good snapshots of activities at 
the Temple, at the summer schools, 
or other Baha'i events, won't you 
please let the Committee borrow 
your film or send us copies for our 
American pioneers? These pictures 
will help transmit the love and in
terest to the friends far away from 
home, They will also constitute valu
able teaching material and aids. If 
you have such things to share, please 
write Mrs. Marie Rice, 5925 - 14th 
Street, North, Arlington, Virginia. 
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The British Africa Committee has 
announced pi ans for the speedy de
velopment of a Baha'i nucleus in 
Kenya. The U. S. Committee is work
ing on a project to help send Amer
icans there too. This is the next 
area in which our Beloved Guardian 
wishes an Assembly. 

Plans are also going forward on 
the establishment of the first East 
African I:Ia?iratu'l-Quds in Kampala, 
the heart of Africa. 

Members of the new British Africa 
Committee are Henry BackweJl, 
Dorothy Ferraby, John Ferraby, 
Constance Langdon-Davies, Rustom 
Sabit and Mehdi Samandari. 

Members of the 1952-53 U. S. Africa 
Committee are: Elsie Austin, Marie 
Rice, Bessie Barham, Mathew BUl
lock, Laurence Hautz, Rex Parme
lee, Rassim Wurrie, Ethel Stephens, 
Loulie Mathews, Marguerite Sears9 
Ludmilla Van Sombeek, Ethel Clos
son, Hazel Langrall, Helena Robin
son, Albert James and Amoz Gibson. 

-U. S. AFRICA TEACHING CoMMITlU 

TIPS FOR TEACHING 
Why doesn't this unbelieving world 

come to its senses and embrace the 
universal Cause of Bahlt'u'llith? Why 
don't the people enter the Faith in 
troops? Is it just the world that is 
to blame or is something 'Wrong with 
my methods or even with me? For 
a splendid, stimulating dicussion of 
such questions, it is useful to turn 
to Rul;Liyyih Khanum's ilTeaching 
Problems," an article that was first 
pubJished as an insert in Baha'i 
News, June 1949. This brilliant state
ment is helpful in the present teach
lng crusade-EACH ONE WIN ONE. 
(See Publishing announcement July, 
BaM'i News). 

Did everyone in your community 
have an opportunity to attend one 
of the Summer Schools? If not t you 
can bring the Summer School home 
by buildlng a local teaching confer
ence for Baha.' is aroWld the experi
ence of those in your commWlity or 
a neighboring one who attended one 
of the sessions. This will give every 
believer a chance to gain fresh in
spiration from the suggestions and 
methods of teaching given at the 
schools. 

If you are a student yourself or 
if you live in a college town you 
can make a special effort to contact 
students from Hawaii, Alaska and 
from the sparsely settled States. Stu
dents away from home are often 
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SETTLERS AND PIONEERS NEEDED 
IN THE UNITED STATES NOW 

"The day of the settler and pioneer in America is not over. It is 
as vital as previously. if not more so." 

(See Leroy loas' letter of March 25, 1952 from Haifa in Baha'i News
7 May, 1952.) 

Can You Volunteer to .ettle 
In your Region? 

or pioneer in a goal city? 
In writing, please include informa
Han about your Baha'i experience. 
particularly, in what phase of the 
teaching work you have been most 
active, and whether you can be 
completely or partly self-support
lng. 

If so, write at once to the Secre
tary of your Regional Teaching 
Committee. 

Outside of your Region? 
If so, write at once to the secre
tary of your Area Teaching 
Committee. 

hungry for the hospitality and fel
lowship a Baha'i home can offer. Re
member that "one real genuine act 
of live and kindness may confirm a 
soul. just as teaching or studying 
from a book. H 

A way to pioneer at home and help 
win goal IV: Establish contacts with 
American Indians who are attending 
universities or trade schools or who 
are living in your community. There 
are about 400,000 Indians in the Unit
ed States and about 100,000 of them 
live off the reservations. Many young 
people who are educated outside, re
turn to the reservations to live. 
Spreading the Teachings among this 
group could have far-reaching re
sults. 

-AMERICAN NATIONAL TEACHINC 

CoM MIT'l'EE 

JUBILEE PUBLICITY 

In view of the importance of the 
Jubilee celebrations the National 
Spiritual Assembly has appointed a 
Baha'i Centenary News Service com
mittee which will prepare and dis
tribute all publicity releases con
cerning the Holy Year events. This is 
the authentic publicity material 
which the friends are requested to 
use locally in every possible way. It 
is important that all publicity re
leases used throughout the country 
be based on the same information 
and that the friends follow the sched· 
ule suggested by the Baha'i News 
Service Committee. 

--JUBILEE COMMITI"EE 

. , 

- AMERICAN NATION AI. TEACHINC 

CoMMITTEE 

(Words of 'Abdu'I·Bah<i) 
Welcomel Welcome! You are 

very welcome! 
... This is the day of Baha'u'llah; 
the age of the Blessed Perfection; 
the cycle of the Greatest Name. 

(PUP 2(5) 

Be a Living Ughtl 
Praise be to God! tha t you have 

found eternal life from among the 
dead; that is, you have heard the call 
of the divine Kingdom, are attracted 
to the Heavenly Countenance and 
have turned your face toward the 
Center of the Light of Truth. I hope 
that you continue to be a living, eter
nallight! 

A Heavenly Invitation 
The Lord of the Kingdom hath In

vited, chosen and guided you through 
His pure favor I feeding you from the 
heavenly table of divine knowledge! 
Know ye the value of this favor and 
bounty and loosen your tongues in 
praise; showing forth the power of 
tt.nowledge and assurance and breath
ing the spirit of guidance into the 
hearts of the seekers. 

A Temple of Temple. 
I ask God to make the heart of 

everyone of you a temple of the Di
vine Temples and to let the lamp of 
the great guidance be lighted there
in. 

(Tab/ets of 'Abdu'l-Baha) 
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"Exert yourselves; your mission <8 unspeakably glorious.. " 

040 ye apostles of Baha'u'nah! May my Life be sacrificed for you! ... Behold the portals whJch Baha.'u'Uih hath opened before 
you! Comdder bo-w exalied. and lofty is the station you are destined to a.ttBin; how unique the favors with which you have beeu 
endowed.1t 

••• 'urbe full measure of your success is as yet unrevealed. its significance still UDappreheDded. Erelong ye win, with 
your 0WJl eyes, wibLess how briUiaotly every one of you, even as a shining sial', wiD radiate in the firmament of your country 
1be HK'hi of Divine Guidance, and will bestow upon its people the glory of all everlastinC' Ufe. u 

••• UExert yourselves; your 
mission is unspeak&bly glorious. Should success croWD your enterprise, Alnerica win assuredly evolve into a center from 
which waves Df spiritoaJ power wiU emanate. and the throne of the Kingdom of God will, in the pJenitude of its majesty 
and glory, be firmly esiabUsbed." 

-fAbdu'I-Baba (quoted in <OThe Advent of Divine Justice," p. 52). 

15 
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STUDENTS TOUR TEMPLE 

011 JJlIle 18. 1952, fourieeb: buses brought 600 students and teachers to the Baha'f 
Bouse of Worship. 'nLey were delegates aDd sponsors from the Natio:oal As50ciation 

of Student Councils who were holcUng their Na.tional Conference in Evanston. 

t8 states and Ha.waU were represented In the Natioa.a.l Associa.tion of Student 
Counclls tour. An example of the interest and enthusia.sm shown is expressed in the 
comment of a. guest: ~"Thi.s trip to the Bahi'i Temple has made my coming to. this 

Conference outstandingly wortbwhileP' 

Death proifereth unto every c0n.

fident believer the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer oj gladness. It conferreth the 
gift of everlasting life. 

-BAHA'U'LLAH 
Mrs. Mary Snider, Peoria, Ill., May 

26, 1952 
Mr. William Francis Haig, Bauxite, 

Arkansas, June 4, 1952 
Mrs. Emilie Baxley, Oakland, Calif .. 

April 29, 1952 

Mrs, Maude Lacey, Madison, Wis., 
April 26, 1952 

lVIrs, Mabel Kelsen, Albuquerque, 
N. M., (Date not reported) 

The Hidden Words of Bahci'u'ncih 
has been reprinted with an Introduc
tion by George Townshend. (paper 
binding, .40; Maroon Fabrikoid, $1) 

-BAHA'i PUI3LISmNG COMMIT'l'EF. 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

AUGUST, 19SZ 

Feasts: 
August I-Kamal, Perfection 

20--Asma'. Names 
September 8-'Izzat, Might 

27-Ma,wiyyat, Will 
National Spiritual Assembly 
Meetings: 

August 29, 30, 31, and Sept. 1. 
October 3, 4 and 5. 

Summer School Sessions: 
Geyserville-June 21-August 29, 

1952 
Louhelen-June 29-August 29, 1952 
International School-July 5-Aug

ust 15, 1952 
Green Acre-July 7-August 29, 

1952 

Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered u-ndeT 
the s ha dow of Thy m erC'fJ and they 
are united through Thy favoT and 
generosity. 0 Lord! Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace ... 

-' ABDu'r.-B.ulA 

Three Rivers, Mass., Miss Barbara 
Norman (non-Baha'i) to Mr. 
Thomas Greenway, May 31, 1952 

Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Devora Ann 
Costanten to Mr. Leslie Dean 
Turner (non-Baha'i) June 19, 1952 

Muskegon, Mich. t Miss Kathleen 
Duff to Mr. Ronald V. Versalle 
(non-Baha'i) October 6, 1951 

Muskegon, Mich., Miss Barbara Duff 
to Cpl. Milton W. Voorhies (non
Baha'i) November 11, 1950 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is throughout the United States, and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith informed of international, national and local Baha'i developments. and serve as an organ for the distribu
tIOn of messages written by the Guardian of the raith, the International Baha'i Council, and the general announcements pre· 
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of generalmterest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1952-1953: Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
Chairman, Mrs. Gaylord Christensen. Mr. William C. Henning, Miss Farrukh 10as. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette. 
llUnois, U. S.A. 



THE GUARDIAN'S LAST APPEAL 
FOR FULFILMENT OF ALL 
NATIONAL TEACHING PLANS 

Recall (with) feelings (of) pro
found emotion, as mid·August ap
proaches, (the) distressing circum
stances attending (the) dastardly act 
which, one hundred years ago, pre
cipitated (the) chain (of) calamitous 
events, unparalleled (in) scope (and) 
severity (in the) annals (of the) 
Faith (of) Baha'u'llilh (and) consti
tuting, next to (the) martydom (of) 
its Herald, (the) darkest, bloodiest 
(and) most tragic episode (of the) 
Heroic Age (of the) Baha'i Dispen
sation. Invite members (of) all,com
munities (of the) Baha'i World, 
standing (at the) threshold (of the) 
Holy Year (to) call (to) mind (the) 
manifold tribulations afflicting God's 
infant Faith immediately preceding, 
accompanying (and) following (the) 
imprisonment (of the) Author (of 
the) Baha', Revelation (in the) 
Slyah-Chal (in) rihr'm, (the) som
ber scene (of the) birth (of His 
glorious mission. Urge them (to) re
member (the) multitude (of) bar
barous acts in which king, govern
ment, people (and) ecclesiastics par
ticipated; (to) ponder (the) ferocious 
character (of the) persecutions; 
(and to) meditate (upon the) vast
ness (of) their range as well as 
(their) far-reaching consequences. 
Request them (to) dwell particularly 
(upon the) seeming helplessness (of) 
God's struggling Faith (and) direct 
special attention (to the) ordeals 
undergone (by) Baha'u'l!ah, its sale 
surviving pillar, subsequent (to the) 
birth (of) His Mission, His ultimate 
banishment, (and) culminating (in) 

On April 8th work. began on the Drum, the Odrd unit 01 tbe Shrine of the Bab. 

The Drum is the founda.l1on DDU upon which the golden Dome wW rest. The 

begJnnibg of the doub1e waU Ob the roof of tbe Octagon is shewn above. 
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His incarceration (in the) Holy Land 
(and in the) fulfilment (of) age-long 
prophecies. 

Address to them, as well (as to) 
their national representatives, my 
last appeal here (at the) commence
ment (of the) forthcoming Centenary 
Celebrations (to) exert (in the) 
course (of the) critical, fleeting 
months ahead, one final, supreme 
effort (to) ensure complete t total 
success (of) all plans formulated by 
National Assemblies (in) every con
tinent (of the) globe, culminating 
(in the) Ri<;lvan period, falling (in 
the) middle (and) marking (the) 
central features (of the) celebrations 
(of the) Holy Year. 

Supplica ling God's bountiful bless
ings (on) each (and) every national 
enterprise, (the) triumphant con
summation of which will be regard
ed (by) posterity (as a) befitting 
tribute paid by their participants (to 
the) immortal memory (of the) un
exampled heroism (of the) dawn
breakers (of the) Apostolic Age (of 
the) Dispensation (of) Baha'u'llah 
(and) will crown (the) festivities 
commemorating (the centenary (of 
the) birth (of) His Mission (and) 
will constitute (a) worthy prelude 
(to the) launching (of the) global 
spi,i tual crusade destined (to) cul
minate (in the) one hundredth an
niversary (of the) formal assump
tion (by the) Author (of the) Baha'i 
Revelation (of) His Prophetic Of
fice, (and to) diffuse (the) radiance 
(of) His Faith (over the) face (of 
the) entire planet. 

Share message (with) all National 
Assemblies. 

--8HOGHI 

Haifa, August 5, 1952 

• • • • • • 

C.Olo'lMENTA'RY, NA,YIONAL 5PIRtTtJAL. ASSEMBLY 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 
The revered Guardian's message 

is the spiritual inauguration of Holy 
Year. Addressing the Baha'is of 
every community throughout the 
world. he depicts for us the "chain 
of calamitous events" which, next 
to the martyrdom of the Bab, con
stitute the "bloodiest and most tragic 
episode of the Heroic Age of the 
Baha'i Dispensation. H He invokes in 
us the duty to recall these tribula
tions surrounding Baha'u'llah's mys
tical experience in Siyah-Cb-al, and 

to realize the apparent helplessness 
which concealed from unbelievers 
the potency of the Faith of God. 

Steeped in grief and steeled in 
resolve by their contemplation. we 
heed the Guardian's "last appeal" 
to assure complete success for all 
national Baha'i plans. What bounty 
tl) be assured of God's blessings for 
our enterprise, and to be worthy to 
pay tribute to the dawn-breakers. 

Our national Baha'i plan. as set 
forth in Baha'i News after the Con
vention, involves intensive teaching 
and contributions to the National 
FWld under the current Resolve 
Plan. Let us study that plan once 
more. in the light of the Guardian's 
"last appeal." The door of bounty 
is still open, but it will close for us 
at the end of this Baha'i year! 

The Holy Year culminates in the 
spiritual crusade destined to diffuse 
the radiance of the Faith over the 
face of the earth. Heret indeed, re
sounds the deepest truth of this Rev
elation: that worship and action 
are conjoined, and no false mysti
cism can lure the soul into the path 
of ease and irresponsibility. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 

"Summons of The Lord 
oj H081.." 

COMMENTARY NATIONAL. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
On August 14 the National Spiritual 

Assembly received a letter from the 
Guardian dated JIDle 30. Copies were 
immediately sent to local Assemblies 
and Regional Teaching Committees. 

Shoghi Effendi's words warn ev
ery American Baha'i. It is for us as 
individual believers. as well as in 
our capacity of members of com
munities. groups, Assemblies or 
Committees, to meditate and pray 
upon this impassioned plea to fulfill 
our individual and collective obliga
tion to the Cause of God in this, the 
final year of the second Seven Year 
Plan. 

Let us mark well the grandeur and 
nobility of the station of sacrifice to 
which we are called. " . . . little 
wonder that the followers of such a 
Revelation should be called upon to 
pour forth. as a ransom for so much 
5uffering~ z.nd in thanksgiving for 
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such priceless benefits conferred 
upon mankind, their SUbstance, ex
ert themselves to the utmost, scale 
the summits of self-sacrifice, ac
complish the most valorous feats 
. . ." " . . . to each and every be
liever .... I feel moved, as the 
fateful hour of a memorable cente
nary approaches, to address my 
plea, with all the fervor that my soul 
can command and all the love that 
my heart contains, to rededicate 
themselves collectively and individ
ually, to the task that lies ahead of 
them." ... "I direct my impassioned 
appeal to obey, as befits His war
riors. the summons of the Lord of 
Hosts .... " 

The hour of decision is here. We 
have the institutions, the plans the 
devoted believers--everything need
ed to reach and surpass the goals 
set for America this year. Let us 
study again, meditate upon, consult 
about and act upon. the presenta
tion of the National Teaching Plan, 
the Annual Budget and Resolve Plan 
set forth on page 5 of Baha'i News 
for May, immediately following the 
Annual Convention. In those brief 
sta temen ts we have the exact meas
ure. ot the necessary expression of 
our faith in God and our love of 
mankind. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
awaits in humble prayer the vast 
outpouring which will be made to 
this '~summons of the Lord of Hosts." 

Faithfully and devotedly 
-NATIONAL SPmrruAtL AsSEMBLY 

One Of the carved stone panels that 
form the sm of lite eighteen lancel win

dows of the Drum. 
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The Drum begins 10 rise above Ute Octagon. It will be 
33 feet hlc'h aDd will contain eighteen lancet windlMn. 
TIle OODStruCtioD 0' the Drum presents a dift"lOult eDgi~ 
neeriDg problem. because 11 must be a. perfect circle~ and 

because it has two walls. an outer sioDe wall and a.D 

inner Olin reinforced concrete one, which must be buUt 
simultaneously. Wnrk on this doub1e wan is progress_ 

"Deeds, Not Words" 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
is well aware of the spirit of intense 
devotion which inspires the body of 
the believers in the United States. 
It is, however. not possible to pre
sent this awareness as news of 
specific acts, because the Assembly 
members are naturally not informed 
of all that individual believers are 
doing. 

Therefore, when an occasion arises 
which enables the Assembly to cite 
a definite example of this spirit, the 
members feel it is a privilege to 
share the news with the friends. 

Recently a letter was received 
written jointly by several Baha'is. 
These passages tell the story of what 
is needed if we are to meet the 

challenge of the second Seven Year 
Plan. 

"Dear Friends: 
"After pondering the recent Mes

sages from our beloved Guardian 
and from our National Spiritual As
sembly, we feel deeply that what is 
required this fateful year is the high
est heroic action of which we Amer
ican Baha'is are capable; action 
worthy of being considered perhaps 
a faint reflection of the self-sacri
fice of those immortal martyrs and 
heroes whose spiritual descendants 
we are. 

"Mindful of our Guardian's words 
that 'no sacrifice can be deemed 
too greatJ to insure the victory of 
this Seven Year Plan, and bearing 
in mind his fervent plea to the 
American Baha'is to 'rise as never 
before/ we are placing ourselves 
and our entire personal resources at 
the disposal of our National Spiri
tual Assembly asking them to use 
us and our total resources as they 
may see fit, in helping along the 

rapidly. 

necessary pioneering, teaching and 
eradication of the fund deficit. 

"Our constant prayer is that we 
may all arise as one soul and glor
iously seize our last and irretriev
a ble chance." 

-NA'l'ION.oU. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Correction inCa ble 
of June II, 1952 

On August 20, 1952 the Guardian 
wrote through his secretary a cor
rection to be made in the text of his 
cable of June 11 as published in 
Baha'i News. 

The passage in the last long para
graph should read as follows: Bsa_ 
cred precincts leading successively 
(to the) Holy Court, (the) outer 
(and) inner sanctuaries, the Blessed 
Threshold (and the) Holy of Holies." 
Also: '~surrounding Baha'utllah's 
resting place (and are ) paving the 
way " 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBJ,y 

3 
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AFRICA 

Opening of New Hazira 

In his cablegram of February 29th 
the Guardian announced to the 
Baha'i world his instructions to Hand 
of the Cause, Musa Banani, to ac· 
quire property in Kampala, Uganda 
for a local !:Ia?:lratu'l.Quds, to be 
regarded as the nucleus of a future 
national administrative headquart· 
ers. 

On June 2nd, the Kampala Spiri· 
tual Assembly officially took occu
pancy of the house purchased for 
the new Hazira. The Assembly ask
ed Mary·";'d Rex Collison, newly 
arrived American pioneers. to un
dertake the responsibilities of being 
resident hosts and caretakers. 

Improvements were made on the 
building and it was furnished, and 
on July 5th the opening celebration 
took place. Over sixty people attend
ed, including a few children. Repre
sentatives of more than twelve Afri
can tribes were present. 

The program began at nine in the 
morning with half an hour devoted 
to a special dedication meeting. At 
four in the afternoon, a special meet
ing was convened at the I:Ia?ira. Tea 

and sandwiches were served, music 
was played and photographs were 
taken. The program which followed 
included talks on "The Spiritual Sig
nificance of the I;Ia?ira/' leThe Kam
pala I:!a:;;iratu'l-Quds," specially se
lected readings from the Writings, 
and brief talks by a member of the 
Spiritual Assembly and three African 
friends of the Faith, This historic 
occasion was concluded with the 
Prayer for Unity read in Luganda. 
Much literature was distributed, and 
valuable teaching work was done. 

Shortly before Musa Banani left 
Haifa, the Guardian entrusted to him 
a number of precious gifts for the 
new Hazira. The most cherished of 
all is' a· rug from the Inner Shrine 
of Baha'u'llah. In addition, photo
graphs were sent of the Greatest 
Name; the Baha'i Temple in Wil
mette; the architect's drawing of 
the Shrine of the Bab; Baha'u'llah's 
seals; a facsimile of the hand-writ
ing of Queen Marie of Rumania; 
and films of the Shrines and gar
dens at 'Akka and Haifa. RuJ:!.iyyih 
Khitnum sent a beautiful Persian 
carpet with the Greatest Name 
woven into it. 

Two New Territories Opened 

Two more of the twelve territories 
included within the African Project 
have recently been opened to the 
Faith, Nyasaland and Algeria. Only 
Madagascar, Zanzibar and Somali
land remain to be settled. 

Baha'is gathered at the Twenty-second National Conveotloo of tbe Baha'is of Ger
ma.ny aDd Austria., held at the Hazira., Fraokfurt am Ma1n~ AprU 26 and 27. 195%. 
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Unique in the history of the Africa 
Proiect is the settlement of Denis 
Dudley-Smith Kutendele in Zomba, 
capital city of Nyasaland. Mr. Kuten
dele was the first African believer 
in Dar·es-Salaam, Tanganyika, and 
was a member of the first Spiri. 
tual Assembly there . Now he has 
returned with his family to his own 
country and people, thereby becom
ing not only th~ first Baha 'j to settle 
in Nyasaland, but also the first 
African believer to carry the Faith 
into a new territory. 

Mr, K. Attar, a Persian pioneer 
has gone to Algiers, Algeria, as a 
pioneer, 

New Pioneer Arrival. 
Three more Persian pioneers have 

recently arrived in Africa. Mr. and 
Mrs. Mohamed Yazdani and their 
two children have arrived in Dar-es
Salaam, and Mr. Aziz Yazdi has 
joined the other pioneer in Living
stone, North Rhodesia. 

Ubya, North Africa 
The Egyptian National Spiritual 

Assembly has received the first 
declaration of a new Baha'i from 
Benghazi where Dr. Hussein Golles
taneh is working diligently to 
spread the teachings. 

Sierra Leone, West Africa 
The teaching work in Freetown, 

Sierra Leone, has received a wonder· 
ful stimulant with the arrival of 
Arthur Cole. Mr. Cole beca me a be
liever in England during the Six 
Year Plan and helped establish a 
new Community. He has now re.
turned to his home to assist with 
the teaching work among his people. 

Translations 
Both the Kampala and Dar-es

Salaam Spiritual Assemblies have 
given serious attention to the Guar
dian's desire that the literature be 
translated into Swahili and Luganda. 
A member of the Dar-es-Salaam 
Community is Mr. Leslie Matola, re· 
tired Chief Interpreter of the High 
Court of Tanganyika, and at seventy~ 
he has taken on the task of trans
la ting the literature in to Swahili. 

In Kampala, a special Translations 
Committee is working on new trans-
lations in Luganda, and on the initial 
translations into Lutoro and Ateso, 
both languages known and used by 
several of the new believers in 
Uganda. 
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Dar.es-S.I •• m 

The Dar-es-Salaam CommWlity is 
sponsoring a regular series of in· 
formal social evenings called "Afri
ca Nights" to reach the widest pos
sible group of African contacts. Dur
ing the course of the evening, sev
eral African speakers give brief talks 
about the life, work, customs, be
liefs and traditions of their own and 
neighboring tribes, each followed by 
a discussion period. At the conclu
sion of the evening the host briefly 
outlines the tmifying principles of 
the Baha'i Faith. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

"On The Threshold oj 
Unprecedented Expansion" 

The Guardian's latest communica
tion to the friends "down under" 
is a deeply-vitalizing message, which 
states, in part: 4IAs the Plan, to 
which they stand committed, enters 
upon the last stage in its unfold· 
ment the members of this commu
nity, however remarkable their ac
complishments have been in the past, 
must steel themselves and through 
a supreme effort, endeavor to rise 
to still greater heights of dedica· 
tion, display in the pioneering field 
a still more compelling degree of 
consecration, evince a still nobler 
spirit of self-abnegation. and a great
er awareness of the gravity of the 
issues at stake and of the inesti
mable value of the prizes within 
their reach. . . . That they may be 
qualified to undertake a still greater 
mission, assume weightier responsi
bilities and embark upon mightier 
enterprises, the adequate discharge 
of their present duties and the ful· 
fillment of their sacred obligations 
is no doubt essential. This commu
nity, now standing on the threshold 
of an Era of unprecedented expan
sion, and gazing towards the glorious 
future that awaits it, must seize the 
priceless opportunities which these 
fast-fleeting months offer it, and 
must not allow for a moment its 
vision to be dimmed." 

South Australia reports that a new 
venture has been undertaken there 
by the formation of a Baha'i Cor
respondence School for children. 
Lessons are sent regularly to the 
South-East, 150' miles away, and the 
Wes t Coast of the State, 180 miles 

distant. There are eight children on 
the rolls ranging in age from four to 
twelve years. A country Lending Li
brary Service has also been success
fully launched and books are sent 
great distances. 

Mr. J. Katzmann, of Brisbane, 
Queensland, left for Rabaul, New 
Britain, in the Solomons in July. It 
is hard for Brisbane to lose this be
liever, but it is good to have yet 
another teacher going to the "Isles 
of the Sea" which are Australia's 
responsibility. 

Fiji 

Mr. Fazal Khan, who is visiting 
the Fijian Friends in Suva writes: 
HThe Faith of this Fijian Group is 
something to be seen to be believed. 
They are far above the rest of the 
Indian Community here, Wonderful 
how God chooses the best material 
for himself." While in Fiji, Mr. Khan 
presented to the Public Relations Of· 
ficer a parcel of Baha'i literature on 
behalf of the National Spiritual As· 
sembly of Australia and New Zea· 
land. 
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CANADA 

Most Holy Shrine in Canad. 

The Canadian Baha~i News-Me
morial Issue to Mr. William Suther~ 
land Maxwell gives us this most mov
ing news: "The Maxwell home, 
blessed by the Master's visit in 1912, 
has been declared a Shrine, to be
come to Baha'is, the most holy spot 
in Canada~ surpassing even the 
future temple." 

The Maxwell home at 1548 Pine 
Avenue, Montreal, was the first 
Baha'i home in Canada, established 
in 1902. Through the white doorway 
over the years have passed people 
of all races, classes and nations; all 
captive to the spirit of Mr. and Mrs. 
Maxwell. In 1912 'Abdu'l-Baha visit
ed Montreal and stayed at the Max
well home. The three members of 
this distinguished Baha'i family have 
each given unstintingly of their 
services to the Faith of Baha'u'llah 
over the last fifty-four years. Mrs. 
Maxwell was a beloved handmaid 
and disciple of 'Abdu'I·Bahit; to the 
Baha'is she was the spiritual mother 
of Canada and of the Latin race, 

Members nf the Na.tional Spiritual A.ssembly of tbe Baha'is 01 Germany aDd. 
Austria-~ 1952-1953. From left to right: Werner Hartwig, Dr. Heide Ia.ger, luUus 
Henseler, Mrs . .Johanna von Wertbem. Ruprecht G. Kruger, Secretary, Mrs. AmI& 
Grossmann. Otto Ba.fner, Treasurer, Dr. Adelbert Muhlschlege1, Vice-cha.irman 

(Hand of the Cause), and Dr. Engen Schmidt, Cba.irman. 
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winning the "crown of martyrdom" 
when she died in Argentina while 
teaching there in 1940. Mr. Maxwell 
was the architect of the Arcade and 
Superstructure of the Shrine of the 
Bab, and was elevated to the "front 
ranks of the Hands of the Cause 
of God·' by the Guardian. Their 
daughter, Rul;tiyyih KhiI.num, is the 
wife of Shoghi Effendi. She has re
cently been designated Amatu'l
Baha and appointed a Hand of the 
Cause of God by the Guardian. Thus 
the Maxwell home, the new Sbrine 
of Canada, has housed three of 
Baha'u'llah's outstanding servants. 

Opportunities for Eskimo Teaching 

Opportunities exist for employ
ment in the Arctic through which 
the Cause may be taken to the Eski
mos, a goal especiaHy referred to 
by 'Abdu'l-Baha in the Tablets of 
the Divine Plan. Believers interest
ed in pioneering in this important 
field are invited to apply to the Eski
mo Committee who will be glad to 
supply detailed information. Write: 
Mr. Craig Weaver, 3 Goswell Ave
nue, Islington, Toronto 18, Ontario. 
Occupations in which vacancies 
now occur include cooks, assistant 
cooks, diesel mechanics, nurses, ra
dio telegraphers, pOlicemen, mail 
clerks, scientists, weather observ
ers (no previous training needed), 
teachers. In certain cases a hus
band and wife team are particularly 
favored by employers. 

"Let Us Bury the Dead" 

From a stimulating editorial in the 
Canadian Baha'i News: 

"It is time to stop and examine 
ourselves, our institutions, our teach
ing. The dead things that impede the 
flow of the spirit should be elimi
nated leaving only those agencies 
through which the spirit can operate. 

"If our committees are failing to 
achieve res ul ts, then we should get 
out our spiritual stethescopes and 
look for Irigor mortis.' If we find 
ourselves going on year after year 
following the same old pattern and 
plan with no success then we should 
look at the pattern and plan. The 
spirit has probably departed. If it 
has, it is time for new methods. We 
all seem to have an unconscious tend
ency to build boney structures into 
which we crawl and hide. 

HIf our public lectures are failing 
to attract and interest people then 

rest assured that the spirit is absent. 
If we parrot trite and hackneyed 
phrases which are devoid of spirit, 
the words fall dead at our feet. They 
have no life and will impart nothing. 

"Our firesides should be alive and 
stimulating. If they are not, we 
should eliminate the dead things, the 
old habits and practices through 
which the spirit no longer flows. 

"In this way our teaching will be 
alive, our efforts will bear fruit. 

"Let us quickly bury the dead so 
that this infant Faith with its new 
and vital spirit will have room in 
which to grow. Let us provide this 
youngster with an environment in 
which he will grow strong and 
healthy. For this is the infant who 
is destined to grow up and conquer 
the world. H 

EGYPT AND SUDAN 

29th Annual Conventicn 

The 29th Annual Convention of the 
Egyptian Baha'is was inspired by 
the visit of Shu'a'ulloih Alai, Hand of 
the Cause, who brought a message 
from the Guardian, and spoke of the 
spread of the Faith in the East and 
West. 

Mr. Alai visited the friends in 
Cairo, Port Sa'id and Alexandria 
where he stressed the importance of 
tne Holy Year and the global con
ferences to be held. He made a flying 
vl;$it to the Baha'i community of 
Khartoum in the Sudan, and "be
stowed a new life and spiritual 
strength upon them." 

Striking evidence of the march of 
the Faith was given the believers 
through the short visits of pioneers 
to Africa, Mr. Agha Mohammad 
Yazdani with his wife and two chil
dren who were bound for Dar-es
Salaam, and Mr. Aziz Yazdi from 
+ihr~m, going to Livingstone, North 
Rhodesia. 

New National Spiritual Assembly 

The following members were 
elected to constitute the N a tiona! 
Spiritual Assembly for the year 109: 

Mr, Badi Bushroui, Chairman 

Mr. Mohamed Mustapha Suleman, 
Vlce-Chairman 

Mr. Siyyid Mohamed Azzawi, Sec
retary 

Mr. Iskandar Hanna, Treasurer 
Mr. Sobhi Elias 
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Mr. Hussein Amin Bikar 
Mr. Ali Hussein R ubi 
Mr. Abdul-Rahim Yazdi 
Dr. Roushan Yazdi 

Women in the News 
In swift confirma Uon of the val

uable services rendered last year by 
the first women elected to the Local 
Spiritual Assemblies of Egypt, is the 
news that this Ri<;lvan not only have 
all but two of the Local Communities 
elected women to their spiritual As
semblies, but that these women have 
been elected as officers of several of 
the Assemblies. 

Egyptian Summer School 

Land has been secured for an 
Egyptian Baha'i Summer School in 
the vicinity of Ramleh, Alexandria, 
well-known as the suburb in which 
'Abdu'I-Baha lived while in Egypt. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BURMA 

Burma - Buddhist Monks 
Attend Meetings 

From Mandalay comes this inter
esting account of teaching work dur
ing the past year. "Weekly meetings 
and Bah .. 'i Holy Days were regu
larly and fittingly observed. On Holy 
Days public meetings were held at 
the Baha'i Hall. One great feature of 
these meetings was that they were 
attended by large numbers of Bud
dhist monks who asked very intelli
gent questions regarding the teach
ings of the Faith. 

"At the occasion of the third An
nual World Religion Day a public 
meeting was held. Buddhists, Mus
lims and Christians all gathered to
gether and the Baha'i Hall was full 
to capacity. After the lectures and 
talks were over, Baha'i pamphlets 
were freely distributed among the 
audience. This was followed by two 
very important meetings, one with 
a Buddhist Group on February 3rd, 
and the other with a Christian Group 
on February 27th. In short a good 
and lively interest has been created 
among the religiously minded people 
in Mandalay, and we see a great 
future for the Cause in this land of 
pagodas and poongyees." 

19-Month Plan 

The Guardian's cables to the 1951 
Annual Convention called upon the 
friends to undertake a number of 
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tasks. Mter careful consideration of 
these jobs. the National Spiritual As
sembly drew up a 19 Month Plan to 
begin on the 19th of September. 1951. 
and to terminate on the 19th of 
April 1953. 

The objectives of this plan in
cluded the following: 

1. To contribute to the erection of 
the Bab's Shrine. 

2. To translate and print Baha
'u'U<ih and the New Era in Indo
nesian, Siamese, Malay. Kachin, 
Shan and Karen languages. 

3. To send pioneers and to open to 
the Faith the neighboring coun
tries of Siam, Malaya, Indonesia, 
Ind<>-China, Nepal. and the Is
lands of East Africa, Zanzibar and 
Madagascar. 

4. To consolidate 20 weak assem
blies and establish 18 new assem
blies and reclaim 4 dis banded a s
semblies. 

5. To prosecute enterprises 
launched in Ceylon. 

The whole community set about 
achieving this plan. Ten volunteers 
offered to go wherever they could 
serve the Faith. An unsurmountable 
obstacle was then encountered. No 
visas could be obtained for the vol
unteers. The National Assembly 
wrote to the Africa Committee of the 
British Isles and requested help. 
They are working on the problem 
and have offered helpful suggestions 
that might overcome this hurdle. 

At the recent Annual Convention 
progress was reported on the Plan: 

In Ceylon, !he Spiritual Assembly 
of Colombo, the capital of the Island, 
has become a nucleus of Baha'i activ
ities. Two young men pioneers have 
gone to Kalutara and Batlicaloa to 
establish the Faith. The Baha'is of 
Colombo are concentrating on Kandy 
and Galle, the two most important 
towns after Colombo. The roots of 
!he Faith have gone deep into the 
soil of the Island. and soon a strong, 
self-sustaining Community will be 
developed. 

In Indonesia progress is slow but 
steady. 

Malayan progress is marvelous. 
There is a strong Spiritual Assembly 
established in Singapore, and it is 
already branching out into neighbor
ing towns. 

Several Baha'i families have ren
dered outstanding service in these 
countries: Dr. M. E. Lukmani and 
his family in Ceylon, Dr. K. M. Foz
dar and his family in Malaya, and 
Mr. K. H. Payman and his family 
and Mr. Burzoo Soheili in Indonesia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jamshid Fozdar have 
done wonderful work in Kuching, 
Sara wak. Though they have only re
cently gone there they have already 
attracted a small group who form 
the nucleus of the first Spiritual As
sembly of British Borneo. 

On the home front devoted pio
neers and teachers have succeeded 
in fOTmlng four new assemblies and 
five centers, three disbanded assem
blies have been reestablished, and 
eleven weak assemblies are now 
strong and SOtuld. 

Regarding tr ansla ting and printing 
the New Era, little progress has been 
possible. The Indonesian translation 
is going ahead slowly, but the three 
langua ges of Burma, Shan, Karen 
and Kachin are very difficult prob
lems. Few Shans know English, and 
those who do are not particularly in
terested in the arduous task of trans
lating a religious text. Much the 
same applies to Kachin. The Karens 
are at war with the Burmese, so 
little can be done at the moment. 
Further avenues are being explored 
to uncover able translators and the 
National Assembly is confident that 
these objectives will be attained by 
1953. 

New National Spiritual Assembly 

The new National Spiritual Assem
bly of the Baha'is of India. Pakistan 
and Burma has the following mem
bership: 

Mr. A. A. Butt, Chairman 
Mr. A. C. Joshi, Vice-ChatTman 
Mr. A. Rahman, Secretary 
Mr. N. A. Khavari, Assistant 

Secretary 
Mr. G. A. Amreliwala, Treas· 

urer 
Mr. L K. B. Bakhtiari, Assistant 

Treasurer 
Prof. Pritam Singh 
Prof. D. L. Khianra 
Mr. M. Samimi 

+._-------+ 
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THE SOUVENIR OF 'ABDU'L-BAHA 

The fortieth annual commemora
tion of the Unity Feast 'Abdu'I-Baha 
gave in 1912 at West Englewood, 
New Jersey, was held on June 28th~ 
1952. Three hundred guests rep
resenting many races and countries 
attended the anniversary. 

The program included the reading 
of the original talk given by the Mas
ter at the first Feast, which is a 
permanent part of the Souvenir each 
year. Miss Elsie Austin spoke on 
"Lo ~ The World Redeemer Is 
Come." A prayer service was held 
in the grove where the Master stood 
when he addressed the friends forty 
years previously. In the evening 
slides and films were shown of the 
Baha'i Temple and Shrines at Haifa. 

GLEANED FROM BULLETINS AND 
REPORTS 

Two Baha'is of Anchorage, Alaska, 
helped the Anchorage United Na
tions Association this year with a 
float in the annual Fourth of July 
Parade. The float carried a large 
globe of the world and depicted citi
zens of various nationalities. It won 
third prize in the parade as a whole, 
and first prize in the patriotic or
ganizations section. 

NaiioDai BaIIA'j Addresses 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
Make checks Payable to: 

National Baha'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
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There will be a Baha'i exhibit at 
the Topsfield Fair (August 31 to 
September 6, 1952) near Boston, 
Massachusetts. The Baha'i cozy cor
ner will be situated near the West 
entrance of the Grange Building. 

ROOM WHERE 'ABDU'L-BAHA 
SPOKE NOW BOSTON CENTER 

The new Boston Baha ti Center is 
Room 201 of the Kensington Build
ing where 'Abdu'l-Baha spoke in 1912. 
A meeting to commemorate the for
tieth anni vers ary of that occasion 
was held on July 24th. The talk 
which 'Abdu'l-Baha gave in that 
room on the evening of July 24, 
1912, was read by Mr. Matthew Bul
lock. Several Baha'is who had been 
pre.sentin 1912 recounted their mem
ories -"C 'Abdu'l-Baha and of the 
occasion. 

TAHIRIH 

Centenary of Martyrdom 
August 1852-1952 

Tahirih, the greatest woman of the 
Bab! Dispensation, was martyred in 
August, 1852, one hundred years ago 
last month. 

She became acquainted with the 
writings of ~aykh Al;tmad, and sub
sequently engaged in cotrespond
ence with Siyyid Kal'im. It was Siy
yid Ka~im who conferred upon her 
the name of "Qurratu'l-'Ayn," (So
lace of the Eyes). The ti tIe of 
"Tahirih" (The Pure One) was first 
associated with her name at the 
Conference of Badafillt, and later 
confirmed by the Bab, who said: 
"What am I to say regarding her 
whom the Tongue of Power and 
Glory has named Tahirih (The Pure 
One)?" 

One night she dreamed a dream. 
A youth, a Siyyid, wearing a black 
cloak and a green turban, appeared 
to her in the heavens, who with up
raised hands was reciting certain 
verses, one of which she noted down 
in her book. She awoke from her 
dream greatly impressed by her 
strange experience. When, later on, 
a copy ~_ of the Bab's Commentary 
On the Siirih of Joseph, reached her t 

she, to her intense delight, discov· 
ered that same verse which she had 

heard in her dream in that book. 
That discovery assured her of the 
truth of the Message which the au
thor of that work had proclaimed. 

She immediately penned a mes
sage to that promised One: "The 
effulgence of Thy face fla shed forth, 
and the rays of Thy visage arose 
on high. Then speak the word, 'Am 
I not your Lord?' and 'Thou art, Thou 
art!' we will all reply." The Bab 
received the message and forthwith 
declared her one of the Letters of 
the Living. 

Unwarned and uninvited, Tahirih 
perceived the dawning light of the 
promised Revelation breaking upon 
the city of ~hiraz, and was prompted 
to pen her message and plead her 
fidelity to Him who was the Re
vealer of that light. 

The Bab's immediate response to 
her declaration of faith which, with
out attaining His presence, she was 
moved to make, animated her zeal 
and vastly increa sed her courage. 
She arose to spread abroad His 
teachings, vehemently denounced 
the corruption and perversity of her 
generation, and fearlessly advocated 
a fundamental revolution in the 
habits and manners of her people. 
Her indomitable spirit was quick· 
ened by the fire of her love for the 
Bab, and the glory of her vision was 
further enhanced by the discovery 
of the inestimable blessings latent 
in His Revelation. The innate fear
lessness and the strength of her 
character were reinforced a hun
dredfold by her immovable convic
tion of the ultimate victory of the 
Cause she had embraced; and her 
boundless energy was revitalised by 
her recognition of the abiding value 
of the Mission she had risen to cham~ 
pion. All who met her were ensnared 
by her bewitching eloquence and felt 
the fascination of her words. None 
could resist her charm; few could 
escape the contagion of her belief. 
All testified to the extraordinary 
traits of her character, marvelled 
at her amazing personality, and 
were convinced of the sincerity of 
her convictions. 

Tahirih met Baha 'u'llah a number 
of times. She knew full well into 
whose presence she had been ad
mitted. As it was with her accept~ 
ance of the Faith proclaimed by the 
Bah when she, unwarned and W1sum~ 
moned, had hailed His Message and 
recognized its truth, so did she per-

SEPTEMIER, 1952 

ceive through her own intuitive 
knowledge the future glory of 
Baha 'u'llah. It was in the year '60 
that she alluded in her odes to her 
recognition of the Truth He was to 
reveal. In an ode the following verse 
occurs: "The effulgence of the Abha 
Beauty hath pierced the veil of 
night; behold the souls of His lovers 
dancing, mote-like, in the light that 
has flashed from His face!" 

Tahirih gave her full life to the 
spreading of the Teachings of the 
Bab, and was finally caught in the 
maelstrom of persecution which fol
lowed the altern pt on the life of the 
~ah. She was hideously martyred 
in August of 1852. 

She was born in 1817, the very 
year which witnessed the birth of 
Baha'u'llah. She was thirty~six years 
of age when she suffered martyrdom 
in Tihran. May future generations 
be enabled to present a worthy ac
count of a life which her contem· 
poraries have failed adequately to 
recognize. May future historians per
ceive the full measure of her influ
ence, and record the unique serv· 
ices this great woman has rendered 
to her land and its people. May the 
followers of the Faith which she 
served so well strive to follow her 
example, recount her deeds, collect 
her writings, unfold the secret of 
her talents, and establish her, for 
all time, in the memory and af· 
fections of the peoples and kindreds 
of the earth. 

(See The Dawn Breakers, pp. 81-2, 
261}. 70, 285-6, 62S-9.) 

'Abdu'l~Baha has written: 
"Amongst the women of our time 
is Qurratu'l-'Ayn, the daughter of a 
MU\lammadan priest. At the time of 
the appearance of the Bab she show
ed such tremendous courage and 
power that all who heard her were 
astonished. She threw aside her veil, 
despite the immemorial custom of 
the Persians, and although it was 
considered impolite to speak with 
men, this heroic woman carried 
on controversies with the most learn· 
ed men, and in every meeting she 
vanquished them. When imprisoned 
she said, 'You can kill me as soon 
as you like j but you cannot stop the 
emancipation of women'." 
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Procress in the IBDdscapin.K 01 the grounds around the Temple can be clearly seen lD this phOW,IT&pb. taken 
AIIK'DSC; 1M. Evidences of the extensive Vading work which has leveled the ground. around the buildJng- are ap. 
pa.rem. TwG of the concave retaiDtng waJIs which support the curved wa.lk at the base Dr the Temple. sta.1rs are 
shown ill 1ihe center. At the juncture of the two walks is one of DIe nine stairways which descend t. the walks. At 
the n.ht can be seen the partlaDy completed IoIlg sidewalk. which begins at tile interaecUoD of Sheridan Road 
and Linden Avenue. The visitor approaching the House 0' Worship along this path can read above the erdra.oce 

before him, flMy Love Is My Stronghold; He that Entereth Therein Is Safe a.nd Secure." 

YOUTH ANNOUNCE NATIONAL 
PROGRAM FOR 1952-1953 

The Jubilee Year is upon us! This 
is the year of jubilation, rededica
tion, and consecration. 

The National Youth Committee 
has prepared a year's program of 
conferences and activities for Baha'i 
Youth across the country. Make 
plans to attend each event! And ar
range your other plans accordingly! 

Jubilee Calendar 1952-1953: 

September 27 - October 5, 1952 
National Baha'i Youth Week 

National Youth Conference, Sep~ 

tember 27-28 
"Consecration to Teaching," 

National Youth Public Meeting, 
October 5 
"Why We Are Baha'is." 

January 10-11, 1953 
National Youth Conference 

"The Oneness of Mankind." 

March 7-8, 1953 
National Youth Conference 

"Our Last Irretrievable Chance." 

March 25. 1953 
World Youth Day 

"Hope in a Troubled World." 

Convention, 1953 
Youth Conference 

"The Jubilee Year." 
-NATIONAL BAH;/i YOUTH COMMI'ITEE 

FOR THE UNITED STATES 

Box 1053 
Stanford, California 

TIPS FOR TEACHING 

A Teaching Plan That Work. 

Have you had the experience that 
contacts come over and over again 
to firesides, but show no interest in 
further study of the Faith? Do 
some stop coming to public meetings 
or firesides because they feel that 
they hear the same thing over and 

, 
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over? Do they fail to glimpse the 
significance and depth 01 the Teach
ings which await their investiga
tion? 

If you meet any of these situa
tions in your community you may 
be interested in a brief description 
of a teaching plan that works; a 
plan that works whether a commu
nity is small or large, experienced 
or inexperienced in teaching the 
Cause, One small community barely 
holding Assembly status for three 
years, with this teaching plan that 
worked, was responsible for enroll
ing ten new, well-grounded believers 
in a little over a year. 

The plan is based on the conviction 
that teaching must be a progres
sive unfoldment of the Cause. Con
tacts first attend firesides-this is 
e::;sentia1. Essential, too, is a true 
Baha'i spirit of unity and coopera
tion between those holding firesides 
and tho se carrying out the rest of 
the teaching plan, for upon the basis 
of continuous attraction of new con~ 
tacts rest the successive steps. 

All soon as the interest of the con~ 
tacts is awakened, they are encour
aged to join a group where in 10 or 
11 weekly meetings they can get a 
well-rounded view of the Faith-in
formation that is offered to every
one whether or not they become be
lievers. 

Briefly, the content of this series 
of meetings is: 

1. Cycles of civilization-stressing 
the idea of progressive revelation and 
the role of religion in civilization. 

Meetings two through five con
cern the principal events in the lives 
of the three Central Fignres of the 
Faith and the objects of Their Minis
tries: 

2. The Bitb 
3. and 4. Baha'u'Uah 
5. 'Abdu'l-Baha 
At the next three meetings the 

contacts get an introduction to the 
Spiritual Teachings of the Faith by 
reading aloud, together with guid
ance and explanations by the teach
ert selections from the Writings 
which deal with "the three worlds 
of being:" 

6. ,jGod, Singly and Alone. H 

7. The Manifestation 
8. Man 
Depending on the backgroWld, 

special interests and needs of the 
inquirers this section may be ex
panded to go more deeply into the 

Teachings, or perhaps to study 
'~Some Christian Subjects," from 
Some Answered Questions. Flexi
bility, which 'Abdu'l-Baha so per
fectly demonstrated as part of the 
divine method of teaching, should 
always be part of any plan. 

The final meetings concern the 
World Order of Baha'u'llah: 

9. The Unfoldment of World Civi
Iiza tioD from the beginning of the 
Nineteenth Century to the Golden 
Age. 

10. The Guardianship and the Ad
ministrative Order 

11. Summary 
By the end of this series the in

quirers themselves usually state. 
without any questions from the 
teacher, whether they wish to be
come Baha'is. Those who may not 
feel ready to take this step are well
informed and friendly to the Cause 
For those who do wish to become 
Baha'is, actual preparation for en
rollment now begins. This includes 
study of The Dispensation of 
Baha'u'!!ah, the WiU and Testament 
of IAbdu'I-Baha, and other material 
suggested in the "Handbook of the 
Two-Year Plan of Preparation." 

Several factors are important for 
the succes s of these introductorv 
classes: the meetings must be held 
regularly, and preferably weekly; 
any subject that is missed should be 
made up with one of the teachers; 
two or three teachers are desirable 
to ensure regularity and to plan and 
cooperate in the teaching work. One 
of the teachers may be an "ob
server." This is often valuable to 
new believers. It helps them to be
come more sure of their ground and 
to gain confidence in themselves. 

This "plan that works" is by no 
means suggested as the only plan 
that will work. It is a proven way 
to help develop strong and active 
believers. Shoghi Effendi says: " ... 
It is not sufficient that our numbers 
should increase; we want people who 
in turn arise and carry the Message 
to other people and guide other 
souls." (Baha'i News, No. 64.) 

-AMmICAN NATIONAL TEAcmNc 
COMMITTEE 

NATIONAL RADIO 
"This I Believe" 

Several months ago, Bill Sears 
participated in the program entitled, 
"This I Believe" broadcast over the 
CBS Network. No Faith or belief can 
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be mentioned by name on this pro
gram. The script submitted by Mr. 
Sears, containing a clear statement 
of his understanding of the Teach
ings as they apply to the individual 
however, was broadcast on the CBS 
Network, and broadcast locally on 
196 stations across the country. It 
was also broadcast on the Voice of 
America in six different languages 
and on 140 Armed Forces Radio 
Service Stations overseas. There is 
a possibli ty that the text of the script 
will be inc! uded in a book to be pub
lished by Simon and Shuster this 
October and will carry a 200-word 
biography of the author, listing him 
as a member of the National Radio 
Committee of the Baha'i World Faith 
and stressing the International as
pect of the Faith. The latest and 
most exciting report on the broad
cast is that it has been selected 
by the U. S. Department of State 
as one of 39 scripts to be sent to 97 
different countries through their lo
cal representatives (Public Affairs 
Officers) for use in foreign langu
age newspapers throughout the 
world. 

Prayer for All Nations 
on U, N. Program 

William de Forge, Baha'i Ob
server to the United Nations, has 
had two opportunities recently to 
speak of the Faith on the well-known 
uTex and Jinx" program broadcast 
over the NBC Network. 

These two particular programs 
dealt with various aspects of the 
United Nations. During one program 
he was able to give a brief message 
on the Teachings of Baha'u'lllih. 

On the second broadcast, Mrs. Mc
Crary ("Jinx") introduced him as 
follows: "We feel it most appropri
ate that we again call upon Mr. de 
Forge, who is the National Baha'i 
Observer to the United Nations. As 
the Baha'i Faith is a universal 
church that is uni ling aU peoples and 
religions into one fellowship, Mr. de 
Forge will share with us the Baha'i 
Prayer for All Nations." 

SPIRIT OF COOPERATION 
• , UNIVERSALITY OF VIEWPOINT 

Report of Bahli'l Delegates to the 
U,N. Conference in Bolivia 

The Baha'i United Nations Com· 
mittee sent a delegation to the 
United Nations Regional Conference 
of Non~overnmental Organizations, 
held in La Paz, Bolivia, March 26-31, 
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1952. The delegates were Arturo 
Cuella Echazu, Mrs. Yvonne de Cuel
lar and Mrs. Dorothy Campbell. The 
delegates offered a number of fine 
resolutions which were so highly 
thought of by the Committee of Ini
tiati yes that they reques ted the U. N. 
Officer in charge of the Conference 
to refer the resolutions to the U. N. 
Secretariat for further consideration. 

In their report to the United Na
tions Committee, the delegates stated 
thai they were grateful for the op
portunity to attend the Conference 
and felt that they had made many 
new friends for the Baha'i Faith 
among the Bolivian organiza tion~ 
represented and among those from 
other countries. 

"We were complimented a number 
of times," the delegates have re
ported, . 'on our spirit of coopera tien 
during the committee meetings, our 
faithful attendance and the uni
versality of our viewpoint. We shall 
cooperate as much as possible with 
the national committee of the Non
Governmental Organizations of the 
United Nations in disseminating in
formation about the work done by 
the U. N., and in celebrating United 
Nations Day and Human Rights 
Day - and would suggest that all 
Baha'i Communities participate in 
these activities." 

The Baha ti International Commu
nity has also been invited to send 
delegates to the Regional Conference 
of Non-Govemmental Organization 
on United Nations Information, to 
be held in Manila, the Philippines, 
October 24-31, 1952, for organizations 
from Australia, Burma. India, Indo
nesia, New .Zealand, Pakistan, the 
Philippines and Thailand. 

'!he Fifth Conference of Interna
tional Non-Governmental Organiza
tions on United Nations Information 
will be held at the U. N. Headquar
ters in New York, in October. Five 
Bah;' 'I delegates will be sent to the 
Conference. 

Regarding these United Nations 
Conferences, the Guardian, in a let
ter dated June 3, 1952, has written: 
"The attendance of the Baha'is at 
various U.N, Conferences during the 
last twelve months, he feels, has 
been a great success, and served to 
at least bring the Faith to intelligent 
people in high. circles." 

-UNI'l'ED NATIONS COMMITTEE 

AMERICANS IN AFRICA 

Four American Baha'is are expect
ed to be at pioneer posts in Africa 
by the end of this month. Shidan 
Fat-he-Aazam sailed for England at 
the end of August where he will 
meet with the British friends before 
going on to the Gold Coast. Mr. 
and Mrs. Laws, formerly of Corval
lis, Oregon, will soon be in Nairobi 
Kenya, where with the British pia-: 
neers they will concentrate upon get
ting a firs t B aha' 1 as sem bly in 
Kenya, Valerie Wilson of California 
is expected in Liberia where she 
will join the new Liberian Baha'i 
group strengthening them, and add
ing her efforts to what is now a 
group assured of assembly status for 
1953. In addition to these friends Ted 
Weiss and Fred Schecter have been 
alerted for an African opportunity 
which seems to be developing for 
them. The Committee is overjoyed 
at these developments. However we 
are still requesting the prayers of 
the friends that new doors will open 
for the waiting American Baha'i pio
neers who long to join their brothers 
and sisters in the Mrican field of 
service. 

In a recent report the British 
Africa Committee stated that from 
their experience. there a re two kinds 
of pioneers who have the best chance 
of success in getting into Mrica: (1) 
those who have sufficient capital and 
experience to set up a business; and 
(2) those with abilities of a type 
needed in the African territories 
(particularly technical abilities) who 
c an be sent there with sufficient 
money to support themselves until a 
job is obtained. 

African Literature on the Teach
ings is now available for eight of the 
nine chosen cOWltries. In addition to 
the printed pamphlets in Swahili, 
Chinyanza, and Rausa, pamphlets 
will be completed in Twi and Lu
ganda by December. A compilation 
on the Baha'i Scriptures is being pre
pared in Swahili and Luganda. So, 
the Faith marcbes by the printed 
word and the devoted heart in the 
HDawn Continent" of Africa. 

-THE U. S. AnuCA CoMMITTEE 

(WoTds of 'Abdu'''Bahoi) 

The Greatest Bestowal of God 
... The more love is expressed 

among mankind and the strong
er the power of unity, the 
greater will be this reflection 
and revelation, for the greatest 
bes towal of God is love. Love 
is the source of all the bestowals 
of God. Until love takes pos
session of the heart no other 
divine bowdy can be revealed 
in it. (PUB 13) 

The Bounty I. Great 
The bounty of the Lord of 

the Kingdom is great and His 
outpouring is glorious. His 
favors are boundless, I ask, 
through His bounty, to grant 
thee readiness and capacity. so 
that the rains of mercy may 
cultivate flowers of significances 
in the garden of the heart. 

The Cup of H appi ness 
If thou lovest to be happy 

and pleasant, this is the cup 
tha t is full of the wine of glee 
and delight; and if tho desirest 
to have the ancient glory, the 
eternal retinue and the ever
lasting dominion, thou must 
look after these gifts which 
wave in the horizon of boWlty 
with a brilliant light to all sides 
and regions. 

Whose Hearts Are Rrm 
By the life of God, all the 

confirma tions of the Kingdom of 
God will surround those whose 
hearts are firm, whose feet are 
steadfast and whose souls are 
tranquilized in the Most Great 
Cause. 

Independent I nve.tigation of Truth 
Praise be to God! thou didst 

see with thine own eyes, thou 
didst hear with thine own ears 
and thou didst comprehend with 
thine own heart. 

(Tablets of 'Abd'l'l-Bahoi) 
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The meetinc NOm In the Dewly finished Sazira, the NaUonal AclmiDlstrative Head
quarters, ill Fr1Lllkfurt am Main. Germany. 'l'be rugs on the walls are lifts from 

Shoghl Effendi. 

Death pToftereth "nto eveTY C(tn

fide"t believer the cup that i8 life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer of gladness. It conieTreth the 
gift of everlasting life. 

-BABA'U'LLAH 

Mrs. Pauline Ioas Hubbard, Kirk
land, Ill., July 22, 1952. 

Mrs. Flora Magley, Columbus, 
Ohio, July 3, 1952 

Mr. Robert Larsen, St. Augustine, 
Fla., July 6, 1952 

Mrs. Grace Coulter, Chicago, Ill., 
July 7, 1952 

Miss Helen Gritfing1 Carmel, Calif., 
June 27, 1952 

Mr. Paul LaBranche, Jackson, 
Miss., June 27,1952 

New York, N.Y., Mrs. Juanita 
Chandler to Mr. William K. Vance, 
May 19, 1952 

Logan, Utah, Miss Shirley Haw
thorne to Mr. Wilford Morris (non
Baha'i), June 10, 1952 

Washington, D. C., Mrs. Maude 
Hamilton Gass to Mr. Kenneth P. 
Walker (non-Bahll.'!), May, 1952 

Boston, Mass., Miss Carolyn Ladd 
to Mr. Donald des Granges, Jr. (non
Baha'!), date not reported. 

Washington, D. C., Mrs. Flora 
Wine to Dr. Willi am F. Brooks, July 
5, 1952 

San Mateo, Calif., Miss Johanna 
Berger to Mr. ClementE. Vanoni 
(non-Baha'!), date not reported. 

San Francisco, Calif., Miss Anne 
Gumbel to Mr. Eric M. Cross (non
BaM'i), June 17, 1952 
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Chicago, Ill., Miss Betty Maior to 
Mr. Roger Lador , June 22, 1952 

Seattle, Wash., Miss Alice Thomp
son (non-Bahlt'i) to Mr. Ralph W. 
Blohm, June 22, 1952 
Flushing, Mich., Miss Barbara 

Hough (non-Bahlt'i) to Mr. Richard 
W. Hoffman, May 15, 1952 

The Heart of the Gospel, paper 
(new price) 1.25 

The PTomise of All Ages, paper 
(now in stock) 1.00 

PTescription For Living paper and 
cloth (now in stock) 1.00 

World Development of the Baha'i 
Faith, new pamphlet by George 
Townshend outlining stages of de
velopment, with references .25 

Please watch Baha'I News Publi
cations Section and reorder when 
"Out of Stock" items appear. 

-BAHA'i PUBLISHING COMMrrnrZ 
110 Linden Avenue 

Wilmette, Ill. 

Anniversary: 
October 20 - Birth of the Bab 

Feasts: 
September 8 - 'Izzat, Might 
September 'l:1 - Ma'lbiyyat, Will 
October 16 - 'Om, Knowledge 

National Spiritual Assembly Meet
ings: 

October 3, 4, and 5 
November 8, 9. 101 and 11 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to BahA'is throughout the United States, and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith informed of international, national and local Baha'i developments, and serve as an organ tor the distribu· 
bon of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith. the International Baha'i Council, and the general announc:ements pre. 
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
{)f the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the ftrst day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee tor 195.2--1953: Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
Managing Editor; Mr. William C. Henning, Miss Farrukh loas, Miss Joan Loziel", Mr. Robert Moul. 
Editorial Office; 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois. U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette. 
Illinois, U.S.A. 



DIRECTIVES CONCERNING 
THE TEMPLE 

Questi!>n. Submitted t!> the Guardian 
and Hi. Replies 

1. Question:-On what schedule are 
meetings of public worship to be 
held in the auditorium:-daily, 
weekly, or at other intervals, or 
at stated periods duriog the day? 
Reply: Weekly, or mOTe often, 
if ycrnr Assembly deems advisa
ble. 

2. Question:-Are such meetings, if 
weekly, to be held on Sunday and 
if so at the morning hour cus
tomary with churches. or in the 
afternoon? 
Reply: Left to your discretion. 

3. Question: - Should the auditor
ium be open daily from dawn 
for individual prayer and medita
tion? 
Reply: Yes. 

5. Question: - Can photographs be 
taken, for historic record or pub
licity. of any meeting of worship 
held for Baha'is only, and of any 
meeting open to the public? 
Reply: Yes. 

6. Question:-The present plan is to 
hold a meeting of dedication for 
Baha"s only, followed by a pub
lic dedication on the same day. 
Is Ibis plan approved? 
Reply: Yes. 

7. Question: - Should an order of 
service or program be prjnted 
with the list of readings selected 
for each service? 
Reply: Left to your discret;on. 

8. Question:-Are the present week
ly public lectures to be continued 
in Foundation Hall? 
Reply: There is no objection to 

Temple landscaping progress, showi:ng the firsi trees planted September 5th. There 
are nine trees on eUbel' side of the double walk, and there will be eigbteen on eitber 
side of the long approa.ch, 32 of which are now planted. Thts picture was taken from 
the GaUery level of the Temple, looking down the long approach to the Temple fr'om 
the corner of Sheridan Road and Linden Avenue. At tbe bottom is shown a. section 
01 the curved walk encircling the base of the Temple stairs. The oval block in the 
oenter Is the platform of the stairs descending to the appr~h. The pair of steps to 
right and left are the stairways descending to the gardens on either side of the side
walks. and the long rectangle between the two walkways win. in the futw-e, be 

a. reflecting pool 
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this until such time as we have 
a suitable meeting place at OUT 

disposa!. 
9. Question:-As there is no trained 

Bahati choir or chorus for sing
ing, shall we begin to train a 
choir? Can non-Baha'is is be in
cluded among the singers? Are 
soloists permitted, Baha'i or non
Baha'i? 
Rep!y: By an means prepaTe a 
choir. There is 1W obiection to 
non-Bah(Pi singers OT to soloists~ 
Baha'i, OT non-Baha'i. 

10. Question:-Is the auditorium to 
be open for special prayer by 
Baha'i Committees meeting in 
the vicinity. or by visiting groups 
who may arrive at times when 
no general meeting is scheduled? 
Reply: The auditoTium may be 
used fOT such purposes. 

11. Question: - In preparing the 
readings, shall we use only Holy 
Books extant and available in 
English for religions listed by you 
in the series of recognized Reve
lations? 
Reply: Yes. But if occasionally 
a reading is in another language 
there can be no objection, as 
long as the text is from a Holy 
Scripture. Persian, Arabic and 
HebTew are aU very beautiful 
when chanted. 

12. Question:-At the opening of a 
meeting of worship is any reader 
to explain the nature of Baha'i 
worship or are the readings to 
pro~e"ed without any annotmce· 
mettt ? 
Reply: ThiS is not p .. rmissible: 
there must be no speeches in the 
auditorium. 

13. Question:-Can meetings of wor
ship be broadcast over the radio 
or television? Can special meet
ings be recorded for reproduc
tion by believers locally? 
Rep ly: There is no 0 bjection to 
this. 

Love 
Know ye the value of these passing 

days and vanishing nights. Strive to 
attain a station of absolute love one 
toward another. By the absence of 
love~ enmity increases. By the ex· 
ercise of love, love strengthens and 
enmities dwindle away. . 

(PUP 7) 

THE GUARDIAN'S MESSAGES 
TO LATIN AMERICA 

In a letter written by the Guard
ian through his secretary on June 
30, 1952, to the National Spiritual As
sembly of South America, these 
excerpts are of general interest to 
Baha'is: 

"The Latin American Commtuli~ 

ties are still on the threshold of the 
international Baha'i life; he feels 
sure that they will rapidly grow into 
it. Compared with the length of time 
it took the North American, the Bri t~ 
ish and the French communities to 
grow up and spread, their growth is 
like lightning. As the Cause spreads 
all over the world its rate of acceler
ation increases too, and new centers 
in Africa, in some mysterious way 
have spiritual repercussions which 
aid in forming new centers every~ 
where. " 

The specific advice addressed to 
South America was written in the 
Guardian's O'WIl hand: " ... their 
members must, as the present year 
unfolds, display an extraordinary de
gree of consecration and intensify 
to an unprecedented extent, their 
activities for the multiplication of 
Baha'i centers, for the enrichment 
of their spiritual lives, for the con
solidation of their newly·born insti
tutions, for the dissemination of the 
literature of the Faith, for the fresh 
links binding them to their spiritual 
brethren overseas and for a further 
lUlrlers tanding of the aims and pur
poses of the order within whose Orbit 
they function and of the Covenant 
under whose sheltering shadow they 
labor." 

Writing to the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Central America, the 
Guardian wrote through his secre
tary: ~'Mature teachers are the 
greatest need of the Faith every
where, and no doubt in your area 
too. One wise and dedicated soul can 
so often give life to an inactive com
munity, bring in new people, and in· 
spire to greater sacrifice. He hopes 
that whatever you are able to do 
during the coming months, you will 
be able to keep in circulation a few 
really good Baha'i teachers. 

"He was delighted to receive the 
documents concerning your incor~ 
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poration and feels this is a great 
step forward." 

In the Guardian's hand: "The two 
year Plan you have spontaneously 
initiated, the vigor with which you 
are prosecuting it, the noble aim 
tha t has anima ted you ever since its 
adoption, the vigilance and thorough. 
ness with which you endeavor to 
safeguard the interests of the nas· 
cent institutions of the Faith, to pro
mote their" welfare and consolidate 
their" foundations, merit the highest 
praise. " 

THE NATIONAL BUDGET 

Dearly beloved friends:-

With the magnificent appeal of our 
beloved Guardian in his inspiring 
message of Jtule 30 still ringing in 
our ears. let us prayerfully consider 
the manifold achievements that we 
will be enabled to celebrate, with 
joy in our hearts, when our Annual 
Budget for this Jubilee Year has 
been successfully met: 

1. Assistance in the erection of 
the Drum of the Sepulchre of the 
Bab. 

2. Assistance in the acquisition of 
extensive properties in the neighbor
hood of .the Most Holy Tomb in Bahli 
-the Qiblih of the Bahit'i world. 

3. Completion of the Temple Land
scaping. 

4. Support of the Campaign of in
ternal expansion and consolidation in 
every state of the American Repub
lic. 

5. Make possible the sending· of 
additional pioneers to further the 
valiant Africa Teaching Campaign. 

S. Continue the heroic process of 
multiplication of Baha'i Local As
semblies in the ten European goal 
countries. 

7. Continue the very much needed 
financial assistance to the National 
Assemblies of both Central and 
South America. 

8. Facilitate plans for the glorious 
Jubilee celebrations during the 
Ri<;lvitn period in 1953. 

In anticipation of these praisewor~ 
thy objectives, let us redouble our 
efforts to wipe out, as rapidly as 
possible, the current deficit through 
generous, sustained contributions 
from Local Assemblies, groups and 
individual believers to the General 
Fund, and by a more widespread 
participation in the Jubilee Resolve 
Plan, with which every believer 
should be identified. 
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The same .a.pproach to the Temple pctured on the 
first page of ibis issue, sho'wiDg the trees lyin&' on the 
cnund last prior to plantiDg. The da.rk mowuls are 
rich black loam., whicb Is to be spread over the groUDd 
for pIa~. 

The _ tree to be planled In ibe landscaping. There 
1riI.1 be two hundred of ihese Chinese J'mdper ever
C"l'eelll trees lIniDg the approaches io Ole Temple ea
trances. 

All of US are being summoned by 
our beloved Guardian to "pour forth, 
as a ransom for so much suffering, 
and in thanksgiving for such price
les s benefits conferred upon man
kind", our substance, and to "scale 
the summits of self-sacrifice", in or
der that our objectives may not be 
hampered by a failure in the supply 
of their life-blood-the Fund. 

"God does not ask from any soul 
except according to his ability. Who
soever comes with one good act, God 
will give him tenfold. There is no 
doubt that the living Lord shall as· 
sist and confirm the generous souL 
D ye lovers of the Beauty of the 
True One! Become ye self-sacrific
ing; become ye self-sacrificing. tt 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL ASSEMm,y 

Resolve payments and other contri
butions are to be made to: 

National Baha'i Fund 
112 Linden Avenue 

Wilmette, Illinois 

ASSEMBLY ROLL 
The number of local Assemblies 

elected on April 21, 1952 was 164. 
Newly formed Assemblies were El 
Monte Judicial District, Inglewood 
Judicial District, Whittier Judicial 
District, El Paso County, Bernalillo 
COWlty and East Providence. Elm
hurst, Louisville and Englewood 
were restored to Assembly status. 
Assemblies not re-elec!ed: Butte, 
Macy, Mamaroneck, Greenville, 

Battle Creek, Tacoma and Hartford. 
The net increase in the number of 
Assemblies this year is two. 

WORDS FOR THE WORLD 

Now Available on Home 
Phonograph Record. 

The series of reverent, beautiful 
and appealing broadcasts, Words for 
the World. presenting selections 
from Baha'i Sacred Writings with 
musical background, have become a 
distinctive and potent element in our 
national teacrung campaign. In city 
after city the radio transcripts have 
been used with gratifying results by 
the local broadcasting stations. 

So great has been the interest 
aroused among the believers by this 
admirable type of Baha'i public re
lations that the National Spiritual 
Assembly has authorized the produc
tion of two phonograph records, each 
carrying two Words for the World 
programs, making four Words for 
the Worlll available for fireside use 
and for intimate gatherings. 

The records are made of vinylite, 
very durable, and are shipped to the 
individual Baha'i order prepaid at a 
cost of $3.50 for the two records. 

Send ca sh with order to Baha'i 
Publishing Committee, 110 Linden 
Ave., Wilmette, Illinois, and delivery 
will be made as soon as the edition 
is received from the producers. 

-N AT'ION AL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

"The Building oj/he Temple" 
Mr. Allen B. McDaniel, commis

sioned last year by the Temple Trus
tees to compile a historical record 
of the various stages in the con
struction of the Baha'i House of Wor
ship, has produced a very complete 
and authoritative summary. 

The record consists of typewrit
ten sheets, with photographs, bound 
.in a leather ring binder. Three 
copies were presented by Mr. Mc
Daniel, one for the Guardian, one 
for the Archives and one for the 
records of the National Spiritual As
sembly. The book contains 137 pages, 
plus list of contents, list of illustra
tions, forty-four photographs and 
photostats, and references. 

Beginning with a frontispiece con
sisting of a photograph of 'Abdu'l
Baha the record contains relevant 
excerpts from Baha 'u'll;ih, the Mas
ter, forty-four photographs, and a 
well organized sequence of material 
presenting the main stages of 
Temple construction: acquisition of 
land, dedication of site, selection of 
Temple design, preliminary techni
cal studies, foundation construction, 
building the superstructure, exter
ior ornamentation, interior ornamen
tation, landsc~ping, and significance 
of the Temple. In all Mr. McDaniel's 
record covers seventeen different 
stages in the history of the House 
of Worship. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
is grateful to Mr McDaniel for his 
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comprehensive and permanent sur
vey of the glorious record over the 
long period beginning wi ili March 
7, 1903, when ilie Chicago House of 
Spirituality addressed a petition to 
4Abdu'l-Baha for permission to build 
a Ma@riqu'l-Adhkar. 

The McDaniel history is invaluable 
as a source of informa tion, and most 
opportune at this time in view of 
ilie dedication of ilie Temple for pub
lic worship in May, 1953. 

The mystery of this edifice is for
ever depicted for us in the words 
revealed by 'Abdu'l-Baha in May, 
1903, responding to ilie supplication 
received from the Chicago Baha'is. 

"When the Ma@riqu'l-Adhkar is 
accomplished, when the lights are 
emanating therefrom, the righteous 
ones are presenting themselves 
therein, the prayers are performed 
with supplication towards the mys
terious Kingdom, the voice of glori
fication is raised to the Lord. the 
Supreme, then the believers shall 
rejOice, the hearts shall be dilated 
and overflowed wi ili the love of the 
All-Living and Self-Existent. The 
people shall hasten to worship in 
iliat heavenly Temple, ilie fragrance 
of God will be eleva ted, the Divine 
teachings will be established in the 
hearts like the esta blishmen t of the 
spirit in mankind; the people will 
then stand firm in the Cause of your 
Lord, the Merciful." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASS!:MBLY 

"THE POWER OF 
THE HOLY SPIRIT" 

By ilie great outpouring of knowl
edge through ilie Revelation of 
Baha 'u'llah, one of the many sub
jects dealt with at length and in all 
of its aspects, is tha t of the Holy 
Spirit. Until this Revelation was gi v
en to the world. there was meager 
knowledge on this sublime subject. 
In the writings of ilie Faiili, we learn 
of its source, its power, its influence, 
means by which it may be contacted, 
conditions under which it is present 
and of its manifold blessings and 
bestowals. 

As to its source, 'Abdu'} Baha 
wrote, "The Holy Spirit is the bounty 
of God and the luminous T ays which 
emanate from the Manifestations". 

A.Q. page 124 
And again, "The greatest power of 

the Holy Spirit exists in the Divine 
Manifestations of the Truth. Through 

the power of the Spirit the Heavenly 
Teaching has been brought into the 
world of humanity. Through the pow
er of the Spirit, Life everlasting has 
come to the children of Men . . . " 

W.O.A.B. page 79 
The Eternal God, being watchful 

and merciful sends to earth His Mes
sengers at ~ time of humanity's great 
need, with principles, laws and or
dinances to further its development 
and progress. 

And while ilie world has tried 
again and again without success, 
various remedies and panaceas for 
the numerous ills which afflict itt 
no cure has yet been found. It is 9nly 
ilirough the efficacy of ilie Holy 
Spirit, as breailied into the world 
by Baha'u'llah, that a permanent 
healing will be forilicoming. 

"Today the greatest need of the 
world is the animating. unifying 
presence of the Holy Spirit. Until 
it becomes effective, penetrating and 
inter-penetrating hearts and spirits 
and until perfect, reasoning faith 
shall be implanted in the minds of 
men, it will be impossible for the 
social body to be inspired with se
curity and confidence." 

P. U. P., p. 315. 
The Holy Spirit has been released 

into the world to help all mankind 
to advance and progress; and this 
assistance is not only bestowed when 
teaching the F ai th t but is given in 
aU· affairs of life. 

In the following passage, we find 
the prom ise of help in teaching: 

jlVerily, I say unto thee, every soul 
which ariseth today to guide others 
to the path of safety and infuse in 
iliem the Spirit of Life, the Holy 
Spirit will inspire that soul with evi .. 
dences, proofs and facts and the 
lights will shine upon it from the 
Kingdom of God. Do not forget what 
I have conveyed unto thee from the 
breath of the Spirit .... " 

B. W. F., p. 369. 
As the divine help is assured all 

those who arise to teach, it is con
versely true that should the work of 
teaching be neglected, the divine as
sistance will be cut off. 

HIt is known and clear that today 
the unseen divine assistance encom
passeth those who deliver the Mes
sage. And if the work of delivering 
the Message be neglected the assis
tance shall be entirely cut off, for it 
is impossible iliat the friends of God 
could receive assistance -unless they 
be engaged in delivering the Mes
sage". B. W.F. page 385 

ocrOBER, 1952 

As for help in all oilier affairs, 
we have the promise in the follow
ing words: 

'lAnd now you, if you act in ac
cordance with the teachings of 
Baha'u'llith, may rest assured that 
you will be aided and confirmed. In 
all affairs which you imdertake~ you 
will be rendered victorious, and all 
the inhabitants of ilie earth cannot 
withstand you. You are the conquer
ors, because the power of the Holy 
Spirit is your assistant. Above and 
over physical forces, phenomenal 
forces, the Holy Spirit shall aid you. U 

WOTds of 'Abdu'!.-BahB 
Washington, D.C., May 1912. 

While ilie help of ilie Holy Spirit is 
vouchsafed unto mankind, yet this 
aid is only present under certain con· 
ditions, as delineated in the follow
ing paragraph: 

'I . . . . But should a soul enter 
under the shadow of the Blessed Per
fection, step into the Divine King
dom, act according to the councils 
and exhortations of God and prac
tice the New TeachingsJ ungues
tiona bly he will become endowed 
with a supernatural power." 

T. A. B., Vol. 3, p. 547. 
Another rightful condition for con

tacting ilie Holy Spirit is ilie unity 
and love of the -believers. 

"Unity of the hearts of the friends 
of God attracts the outpourings of 
the Holy Spirit, and capable souls 
receive the bounties of the Divine 
Mysteries; they become the distrib
utors of ilie light. Inharmony des
troys the magnet to attract the di
vine elixir and all become deprived." 

The bounties and bestowals of the 
Holy Spirit are gloriousJ inviolate, 
and eternal, and are showered upon 
all who arise to serve mankind by 
promoting the Cause of God. 

"So the Holy Spirit touching the 
heart of man wakens him to eter
nal life. Like the sun to earth it 
brings to man warmth, energy and 
perfection. It gives him all possibili
ties. The cause of life widens before 
his eyes, eternity opens to him and 
becomes his, he no longer knows 
fear, for the wealth of God is his 
and every moment is his inviolable 
possession. Limitations disappear, 
and he becomes more and more sen
sitive to the teachings of ilie Holy 
Spirit and all things are his own 

" 
B. S. p. 825 
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AFRICA 

Liberia 

The United States Africa Commit
tee reports on the inspiring accounts 
sent by William Foster of Baha'i ac
tivity in Monrovia, Liberia. Study 
classes and public meetings are be
ing conducted by the new Liberian 
friends. From what Bill writes, most 
of these friends are thoroughly fa
miliar with the Will and Testament 
and show rare spiritual depth and 
feeling. In a touching accoWl t of 
what Bill called one of the finest 
meetings he had ever attended, he 
stated: "The SWlday meeting was 
one of the finest meetings I have 
ever known. The opening prayer was 
taken from the Will and Testament, 
and was followed by an inspired dis
cussion of the booklet YOUT Expen. 
ences as a Bahci~i. The prayer for 
the Covenant closed this meeting. It 
was so wonderful, that r felt r could 
die tonight and know that the Cause 
of God is definitely planted here. 
There were fifteen souls in perfect 
harmony. It was wonderful." 

Mr. Lovette-Brewe one of the new 
Liberian Baha'is has become a pio
neer for the Faith in Cape Palmas, 
Li heria. He left Monrovia shortly 
after becoming a Baha'L In a recent 
letter to Bill Foster, Lovette-Brewe 
wrote that he was spreading the 
Message of Baha'u'llah and asked for 
literature. 

Libya 

The first pioneer to Libya, Dr. 
Hussein Gollestaneh. arrived in 
Benghazi from Egypt, February 21, 
1952, and by June 5, 1952 the first 
Libyan declared his faith in 
Baha'u'llah. Later .in JW1e a Baha'i 
family arrived to a ssist with the 
teaching work. This Bahll.'! group. 
pictured in this issue, is now work
ing diligently to establish a Spiritual 
Assembly by next April. 

Dr. Gollestaneh writes, HTell the 
dear American friends we are proud 
of them and are following their 
steps .... See what Baha'is have 
done in Africa. The total results in 
the first two years are equivalent 
to 175 years missionary work, be-
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The Ba.ha.'i Group of Benghazi. Libya. Dr. GolIestaneh. rlgbt~ and '&he Gorrab. 
family, center. are Egyptian pioueers to Libya. Mr. El Alamy. left, is 'he ant 

Libyan Bam..'i. 

cause what we teach is God's Faith 
and a world order" that includes all 
peoples equally. 

Kampala, Uganda 

The Kampala Spiritual Assembly 
recently set a number of goals to 
be achieved by their community by 
February 2, 1953: (1) to double the 
Kampala community t i.e. from 12 to 
24; (2) to build a group of five in 
Jinja; (3) to produce a corrected 
manuscript in both the Ateso and 
Runyoro-rutoro languages and trans
late 19 prayers into Luganda. Feb
ruary 2nd will be eighteen months 
to the day from the time the pioneers 
first slipped unobtrusively into Ugan
da, and is just prior to the All-Africa 
Teaching Conference to be held in 
Kampala. 

The community of twelve is com~ 
posed of the following peoples, 
American, Canadian, Arab, Persian, 
Muganda, Mutoro, Ateso, and Eng~ 
lish, and their interested contacts 
include some dozen other African and 
European nationalities. A real world 
community in embryo! 

Persian Pioneers to Africa 

The Persian Baha'is have been 
most responsive to the Guardian's 
summons to pioneer in Africa. The 

first pioneer to Africa in the present 
project was Jalal Nakhjawani who 
arrived in Tanganyika in Janu
ary, 1951. Since that date Persian 
believers have settled as pioneers 
in North, Central and East Africa. 
There are in fact more pioneers from 
Persia in Africa than from any other 
community participating in the M
rican mission. 

The July ·issue of Baha'i News 
stated that Aziz Yazdi was the first 
pioneer to Africa from Persia. In 
fact he was the twelfth, and other 
of his countrymen are preparing to 
go to Africa. It was reported that 
Mr. Yazdi had gone to Northern 
Rhodesia, but he was unable to ob
tain a resident permit there I and is 
now trying to settle in Kenya. 

All pioneers in the name of 
Bahlt'u'llah have the deep admira
tion of the whole Bah,,'i world, and 
their efforts and remarkable ac
complishments are cheered by every 
believer. 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Incorporation of the 
National Spiritual Assembly 

Just a little less than fifteen 
months after its formation in April 
1951 the National Assembly of Cen-
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"Perchance, the brilliant pear's of the Kingdom may be found" 

, 

Some 01 the new Baha'is of the Moarovia, 
Liberta P'QUp. William Foster. American 

pioueer 1:0 Liberia, lower right. 

Bahi.'js of Monrovlat Liberi~ GroUp .. 

Cl'OasdaIe Lovette-Brewe. Balui.'i enrolled 
in Monrovia, has recently- moved 10 Las 
Palmas. Liberia to piObeer. 

The first 1bree Bah8.'i Pioneers to Taa
ganyika, representing three of the Na.
tional Assemblies participa.i.JnJ' ia the 
African C&JIl1NO.Ign: JaIal Nakbj .. ......t 
from Persia, CIa.1re Gang from Great 
Britain aDd Mennen Thomas from Ind1&~ 

The DaJ'--eS-Sa.}aam, Tanpny:lka Bahi'i Group cele
bra.ting Naw-Ruz, 1952. 

First font native African BaY'is of Ka.mpala, U,c'ancia. 
representing the Buganda. Ba tero and Teso TrIbes. 

7 



8 

tral America was incorporated un
der the laws of Panama as a Re
ligious Body of International Char
acter having under its jurisdiction 
the countries of Central America and 
the West Indies. On July 16 Presi
dent Arosemena of Panama signed 
Resolution No. 678 approving the 
HConstitution of the Central Ameri
can National Assembly," thereby 
adding the final official touch and 
leaving only the formalities of send
ing the documents through the Of
fices of the Notary Public and the 
Registrar. 

Through the kindness, untiring ef
fort and foresight of Dr. Javier 
Lasso de la Vega, well-known Pan
amanian lawyer and friend of the 
Baha'is, the Constitution was incor
porated in such a way as to facili
tate its acceptance and recognition 
by other cOWltries of the area. Its 
incorporation as a religious body of 
international character will also 
greatly facilitate the incorporations 
of the local Assemblies, which will 
now, after ratifying the National 
Incorporation, apply for new Char
ters based on that of the National 
Assembly, 

English Teaching Committee 
The National Assembly has ap.

pointed a new English National 
Teaching Committee, located in Ja
maica. In view of the tremendous 
work to be accomplished in the Eng
lish-speaking islands of the Lesser 
Antilles, and the globe-encircling 
goals recently set by the Guardian, 
the Committee was appointed for a 
two-fold purpose: first. to take care 
of present teaching needs in the 
English-speaking Communities of 
Colon, Canal Zone, Port-au-Prince, 
Kingston, Spanish Town and Port 
Antonio; secondly, to gain experi
ence for the ten-year interval sep
arating the Second and Third Most 
Great Jubilees when the remaining 
islands of our territory must be 
opened to the Faith. 

Newsletter 

As of July of this year the Central 
American Newsletter will be pub
lished in three languages, English, 
Spanish and French. The Community 
of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, has enthus
iastically ta ken on the work of tr ans
lating the French edition and dis
tributing it to their own French
speaking believers, to the GuardIan, 

the Geneva_ International Bureau, 
and to French-speaking Communi
ties of the world who would like to 
receive copies. 

Haiti 

The Baha'i Community of Port
au·Prince has its own Baha'i prop
erty, donated to the Faith by Eus
tace N. Bailey of Port-au-Prince. Its 
title is in the name of the Chairman 
of the local Assembly, pending the 
time when the Assembly can be in
corporated as a religious body with 
the right to own property. The prop
erty is a building site situated about 
four miles from the city proper and 
boasts a small native house which is 
rented so as to help pay for the ex· 
penses of the Baha'i Center in the 
city itself. 

FINLAND 

Josephine Kruka of the United 
States is back in Helsinki again. "We 
have two meetings a week: one pub
lic on Wednesdays, and a fireside 
on'Thursdays. The attendance has 
varied from 8 to 23, usually 10 to 15 

I should be most happy if some 
frie'nd could come here to help!" 

FRANCE 
The Geneva Bureau News Ex

change carries news of the status of 
the Faith in France. There are three 
Spiritual Assemblies: Paris. L,yon. 
and Marseille; three groups: Hyeres, 
Nancy, Ales; and six towns have 
isolated Baha'is: La-Chaise-Di~u, 
Nevers, Niort, Thonon:..les-Bams 
(where 'Abdu'l-Baha stayed for a 
few days on his visit to London, 
during his first visit to the Western 
World in 1911), Toulouse, and Ver
sailles. Several new declarations 
have been received during the past 
year. The French Baha'is are eager 
to spread the Faith and to take part 
in the forthcoming Intercontmental 
Conference in Stockholm in 1953. 

GERMANY 
During the Baha'! year 108, the 

National Assembly, with its fifteen 
National Committees and fifteen La-
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cal Assemblies, has worked hard 
towards the targets of the Five Year 
Plan, now in its final year. The goals 
of the Plan are: 

1. Deepening and broadening of 
the understanding and practice of 
Baha'i Administration; 

2. Extension of Baha'i activities in 
Germany and Austria-multiplica
tion of centers, growth of commun
ities; 

3. Deeper penetration into the 
Holy Writings; 

4. Establishment of the National 
Center in Frankfurt. 

Progress on these goals has been 
steady and sure. The Bahci'i-Nach
Tichten (Baha'i News) has more and 
more become a real connecting link 
binding together the communities 
and isolated believers, and acquaint
ing them with the activities of the 
Haha'i world. 

Through the inclusion of many 
themes de_aling with Administration, 
the Summer Schools in Esslingen, 
Dillsberg, Frankfurt, Hamburg, and 
Berlin, have contributed much to the 
growth in understanding of this im
portant matter. Administrative pro
cedure in Local Assemblies has 
gained soundness through the reg
ular reports sent to the National 
Assembly and the interchange of ex
perience and knowledge. which has 
helped to solve many difficulties. 

The National Teaching Commit
tee, the five Regional Teaching 
Committees, and the Persian Com
mittee, have worked particularly 
hard to extend the community. It 
was not possible for the Nation~ 
Assembly to grant any financial aid 
to the National Teaching Committee, 
yet in spite of this, much has been 
achieved. The Guardian's appeal to 
the pioneering spirit of the German 
believers touched many hearts, and 
a number of believers moved at 
great personal sacrifice, to goal 
towns. The number of pioneers was 
strengthened by Persian students 
who, in choosing a university, were 
guided by the National Assembly to 
goal cities within the Plan. In y.ear 
107 there were thirteen AssemblIes, 
and in 108 fifteen. 

The works indicated by the Guar
dian to be published to help deepen 
the believers are God Passes By; 
Some Answered Questions, re-trans
lated; and Paris Talks. Work on 
these projects is tmderway. 

The Haziratu'j-Quds recently com
pleted . a~d opened in Frankfurt 
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is a real accomplishment, represent· 
ing great sacrifice on the part of 
the entire Community. There is still 
a heavy deht to be met, which will 
require continued sacrifice by the 
Community. In order to strengthen 
the National Center, the Secretary 
of the National Assembly moved his 
family to Frankfurt. The inclusion 
of the Secretariat gives an addition. 
al function to the I;Ia~ira .. 

Workirig with great handicaps the 
valiant German believers have made 
wonderful strides in redeveloping 
their National community under the 
impetus of the Five Year Plan given 
them by the Guardian, which defined 
the areas of activity to be empha
sized and the direction of their 
efforts. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BURMA 
From the ~jAnnual Baha'i Reports 

for the Year 108" of India, Pakistan 
and Burma this moving comment 
on the forthcoming Jubilee and In
tercontinental Teaching Conference 
to be held in New Delhi has been 
excerpted. 

UThe Great Jubilee will be held 
during Ri~van, 1953. The beloved 
Guardian has hinted in his cable
gram that this Jubilee wiil be cele
brated in the same manner as the 
previous one in the year 1950, on 
the occasion of the martyrdom of the 
Bah. Press and radio publicity and 
distribution of free propaganda lit. 
erature throughout the length and 
breadth of our territories, printing 
of a pamphlet under the title of 
"Mission of Baha'u'llahtt and the 
holding of public meetings at BaM:i 
Centers, and other means of pub
licising the Principles of the Faith 
adumbrated by Baha'u'llah will form 
some of the activities to be under
taken by us to make the Jubilee 
a medium of teaching the Faith to 
the largest possible number of the 
people. 

"All this will require expenditure, 
and although the National Assembly 
has learnt by experience to spend 
as frugally as possible, yet efficiency 
cannot be sacrificed on frugality. 
The National Assembly will chalk 
aut a definite program and shall 
assess expenditure for each item of 
the program and present it to the 
beloved friends who, we are sure, 

will not stint and pay liberally to 
gladden the blessed heart of our 
dearly-beloved Guardian, 

"After the Great Jubilee in April, 
1953, we have to prepare for the In
ternational Baha'i Teaching Confer
ence which will be held in the month 
of October, 1953. 

"We, as the host, shall have to 
entertain all the Hands of the Cause 
of God, delegates from the eight Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies and many 
others whom the beloved Guardian 
has asked to attend. 

"After the celebration of the hund
redth anniversary of the memorable 
year 9, we shall step into the most 
vital and most important stage of 
selfless service to the beloved Faith. 
A gigantic Teaching Plan will be 
launched _ All the National Spiritual 
Assemblies will work in co-operation 
with each other, and the drama of 
salvation which started in the year 
1863 will reach its climax in the last 
ten years of its Centenary. The in
ternational Teaching Conferences 
will make consolidated lists of all 
the virgin territories covering the 
entire Planet and apportion them to 
the various National Spiritual As
sem bEes to open them up in the ten 
years ending in 1963. 

-. "This will be a test, a -very severe 
test, but we are confident that our 
valiant veterans will rise up to the 
occasion and singing the song of 
love of their Beloved, they will burn 
the ship and go forward to do or die 
in the attempt." 

IRAQ 
A believer in Baglldad. Mr. Ahmad 

Hamdi Mulla Husian, has written a 
two-volume book in Arabic, dealing 
with Uthe all-important subjects of 
the advent of the Lord of the Resur
rection, and challenging the Sunni 
Muslims with silencing proofs from 
the Qur'an and the Prophetic Tradi
tions to the effect that Baha'u'll.Bh 
is the Promised One whose advent 
MuJ:>.ammad had so emphatically an
nounced. The Muslim Press in 
Baghdad and one of the leading Mus
lim magazines in Damascus are re
lentlessly attacking the work in a 
series of articles. tt 

., 
JAPAN 

A letter from David Earl, former
ly of Detroit, Michigan, brings news 
from Tokyo. David and Joy his wife 
are pioneering in Japa~, wher~ 
David is teaching at Meiji Univer
sity. ~ 'The most significant news is 
that this year, for the first time 
the Local Assembly of Tokyo (th~ 
only Assembly in Japan) has ap
pointed an Extension Teaching Com
mittee and assigned to it the entire 
territory of Japan outside the local 
jurisdictional area. The Committee 
has chosen four goal cities for this 
year: Yokohama, the Osaka area, 
Hiroshima, and SendaL 

I'The First meeting was held July 
13th at Yokohama" where Joy Earl 
spoke and Robert Imagire translat
ed_ There were eight inquirers pres
ent and five Baha'is. It was a won
derfully insplrmg meeting: the 
questions asked were entirely on 
spiritual matters. rather than the 
"principles"; and the group volun
tarily asked that similar meetings 
be continued twice a month. So far 
as anyone here can remember, this 
was the first Baha'i meeting ever 
held in Yokohama, so it shows that 
if we will but make a slight effort, 
the waiting souls are everywhere 
re ady to be discovered." 

NaUoaal BabA'i Addresses 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
Make checks Payable to: 

National Baha'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 



ID 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 

Copper Company Advertis.s 
InstaHation in Baha'i Temple 

The Anaconda Copper Company 
has sponsored a page advertisement 
in the July issue of Magazine of 
Building and September issues of 
Architectural Record and Progres
sive Architecture featuring the 
Baba'i House of Worship. 

The layout illustrates the com
pleted building and contains two 
photographs of the interior featur
ing the bronze doors and window 
frames made and installed by Wau
kegan Architectural, Inc. 
'The advertisement refers to the 

House of Worship: HThis impressive 
Temple was started in 1920 by mem
bers of the Baha'i Faith to express 
Baha'i teachings in progressive re
velation and spiritual unity of East 
and West." 

Baha'i Article in 
New Outlook Magazine 

The August number of New Out
look, a monthly magazine published 
in Los Angeles, reprints from far
off Sarawak, Indonesia, several ex
cerpts selected from an article by 
Jamshid Fozdar which appeared in 
the Sarawak Tribune. 

Mr. Fozdar's article was written 
to introduce the Faith to a new audI
ence, and is a very clear and in
teresting presentation. 

Chicago Guide 
Features Temple 

The Fa mOllS Guide to Chicago, 
published by Geographia Map Co., 
145 West 57th St., New York 19, N.Y., 
at SOc per copy, contains an illu
strated section, '~Places of Interest," 
in which a photograph of the Baha'i 
Temple is reproduced and the archi
tecture described. 

8AHA'I BRIEFS 
Having Baha'i Holy Days recog

nized continues to be an effective 
teaching medium. One of the mem
bers of the Berkeley, Calif. commu
nity has secured permission to take 
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the days off from his job as librarian 
in the Oakland Public Library. This 
was granted after he explained the 
Faith to his superior. Now other 
members of the staff are acquainted 
with the Holy Days in connection 
with the working schedule. 

An isolated believer in Gates, Ore. 
was able to have her two children 
excused from school after talking 
with the principal. Even though far 
removed from other Baha'is she is 
able to promulgate the teachings. 

The Miami, Fla. community was 
cramped for space at their public 
and fellowship meetings, so the be
liever in whose home the meetings 
are held, had a partition removed 
between two rooms to make the 
gathering place large enough. 

The Great Falls, Mont. Baha'is 
have been able to get very favorable 
newspaper publicity for their public 
meetings through advertising in the 
local paper and follow-up stories. 

The Local Assembly of St. P au!, 
Minn. has called attention to the book 
entitled, "The Arab and Islam," pub
lished by Alhilall of Cairo, Egypt, in 
which the author states in part, "We 
shouidn't forget to mention the call 
from the East when Baha'u'llith 
arose with the Cause of Baha'i in 
::fran ... " The book further states 
that President Wilson 01 the U.S. 
knew the Cause of Baha'u'llah well. 

The second annual public meeting 
sponsored by the RTC of Maine, New 
Hampshire, and Vermont at Cathe
dral of the Pines attracted nearly 300 
people and received good newspaper 
coverage. For the second straight 
year the weather was perfect, and 
the program conducted in this me-

morial to a soldier killed in World 
War II, created much interest in the 
Faith. 

GEYSERVILLE SUMMER SCHOOL 
The Baha'i Summer School at Gey..;. 

serville, Calif. is growing in spite 
of the fact that many people must 
travel 800 to 1,000 miles to attend. 
This year students and teachers 
came from: Egypt, Guatemala, Per
sia, India, Israel. Switzerland, Ger
many. Alaska, Australia, Kenya, 
Russia, and Canada as well as from 
many Eastern and Southern States 
and all the Westem States. 

Attendance was larger than usual 
with the greatest gain in the chil
dren's school. Nearly 400 people at
tended the annual Geyserville "Un
ity Feast," and there were crowds 
every Sunday for the special pro
grams offered for visitors. 

More courses were given this year 
than at any previous time, and in 
some cases had to be scheduled all 
through the day in fifty-minute pe
riods up to 8 p.m. 

BUSINESS WOMEN'S CLUBS 
RECEIVE GREETINGS 

When the National Federation of 
Business and Professional Woments 
Clubs met in their national conven
tion, the Assembly of Boston sent the 
following telegram to the president 
of that organization: 

"Congratulations and best wishes 
to your inspiring convention of bril
liant women leaders_ Addressing 
Federation of Women's Clubs in Chi
cago 40 years ago 'Abdu'l-Balul, the 
Son of the Founder of the Baha'i 
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World Faith, said, 'To accept and 
observe a distinction which God has 
not intended in creation is ignorance 
and superstition. Until woman and 
man recognize and realize equality, 
social and political progress here or 
anywhere will not be possible.' n 

The Assembly received the follow· 
ing reply: 

"Thank you very much for your 
telegram of greeting"s to the con ven
tion of the National Federation of 
Business and Professional Women's 
Clubs, meeting in Boston this week. 
We appreciate your thoughtfulness 
in sending your good wishes to us." 

WORDS FOR THE WORLD 

Station WCRB of Newton. Mass. 
will carry this series at 12:05 noon 
from Sunday. Sept. 7. through May 
31. 1953. Station WTAG of Worces
ter Mass. broadcast them for one 
week in August. 

The station in Haverhill, Mass. 
gives 15 minutes free time to the 
Baha'i Faith each Sunday morning, 
and as programs can be taped in 
advance, speakers passing through 
are asked to contact Mrs. Mildred 
Hyde, 38 S. Warren Street to help 
with this series. 

REPORT ON GREEN ACRE 
YOUTH CAMP 

Among the gratifying results of 
the Youth Session held at Green Acre 
on June 22 to July 6 was the declara
tion of five of the campers. 

Over 50 youth attented the Green 
Acre Camp. Both Baha'Is and non. 
Baha'is, from alI parts of the world 
made up the group. Japan, Ger
many. and Persia were represented 
as well as twelve states. 

~--------------~ 

THE CHILDS WAY 

A Bulletin for Baha'l Parents 
and Children 

The June 1952 issue of this publi
cation carries an interesting descrip
tion of Ihe Children's Exhibit shown 
at the 1952 National Baha'i Conven
tion. 

A new department, "With Our 
Classes" reports what is actually be
ing done in Baha'i Children's Classes 
throughout the United States. 

Please send orders and remit
tances to Mr s. Amy B, DwellY , 
Editor, 9400 Euclid Avenue, (Suite 
20) Cleveland 6, Ohio. 

Rates: $1.00 per year (6 Issues) 
20c per single copy. 

Back issues are available for those 
who want to complete their refer
ence files. 

THE U. S. AFRICA COMMITTEE 

The Kampala International 
Conference 

The first Intercontinental Confer
ence of the Baha'i Holy Year is the 
African Conference to be held in 
Kampala. Uganda from February 12-
18, 1953. Kampala is a principal city 
of Uganda in British East Africa. 
and has been called by the Guardian 
c~the spiritual heart of Africa". 

The U.S. Africa Committee is 
compiling information on air travel, 
health precautions, visas and con
ference arr angements to as sist those 
friends who plan to a Itend this thril
ling event. The Beloved Guardian 
has urged that as many American 
friends as possible should attend this 
historic conference. It will bring to
gethers the Baha'is and Pioneers 
from all the African areas, repre
sentatives of the National Assem
blies participating in the African 
Teaching Campaign, and Hands of 
the Cause. 

It should be noted that those who 
attend the Kampala Conference will 
at one stage of their journey be at 
Port Said which is only a few hours 
travel by air from Haifa. Some of 
the friends who are attending will 
thus be able to make their cherished 
pilgrimages to Haifa. 

Further details and information 
on the Africa Conference can be 
obtained by writing committee 
member Mathew Bullock. 20 Pem
berton Square, Boston, 8, Massa
chusetts. 

EUROPEAN TEACHING COMMITTEE 
The important news fqr Septem

ber in the European Teaching field 
is the Fourth Annual Baha'i Teach· 
ing Conference for the ten goal 

'11 

cOWltries held this year in Luxem. 
emburg. Aug. 30 to Sept. 8. This Con
ference is being written up by Bahia 
Ford, and her report will be in next 
month's News. It is reported that 
three Hands of the Cause will attend 
and participate in this Conference; 
Zikru'llah Khadem who. with his 
wife, has been visiting the centers 
in all of the goal countries; Dr. Her. 
man Grossman of Germany. and Dr. 
Hugo Giachery of Italy. 

Various European centers have 
been blessed in the last few months 
by visits of. several returning pil. 
grims from Haifa. 

Pioneers returning to Europe in 
September include Mrs. Etty 
Graeffe who goes to Stockholm and 
Mrs. Anna Kunz who will work in 
Switzerland. Bahia Ford is visiting 
all the European Centers before go
ing to Haifa a t the end of October. 
Evelyn Larson spent her vacation 
abroad, visiting the friends in Hol
land, Belgium, Luxemburg and 
Switzerland. 

We should like to underline the 
fact that as of July 9. there were 503 
registered believers in the ten goal 
COtmtries. 

The Guardian has informed the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States that the First National 
Convention of the Baha'Is of Italy 
and Switzerland will meet on April 
23. 24, and 25. 1953. Nineteen dele
gates wilI elect the first Italo-Swiss 
NSA, and on April 26 this body will 
or anize and will consult with Mr. 
Paul Haney and Miss Edna True, 
representatives of the NSA of the 
United States. This great achieve
ment will go beyond the goal or
iginally set for the European Teach
ing Committee in the Second Seven 
Year Plan. 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON 
BAHA'I QUESTIONNAIRES 

The new Jubilee Year Question 
Cards are now available. 

Printed on each of these new cards 
is a most challenging and impres
sive Baha'i Message consisting of 
one hundred and forty words by 
'Abdu'l-Baha regarding the Baha'i 
Revelation. 

This new card is of the folding 
type. suitable for mailing to selected 
lists of names, or it may be tom 
apart and given out at public meet
ings. 
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They have been designed to serve 
a two-fold purpose, that of giving 
the Message as well as of locating 
new seekers. Because of their unique 
design, the friends will no doubt 
wish to have a personal supply of 
these new cards, carrying a few in 
their pockets for personal use where
ever the occasion permits. 

All non-Baha'i inquirers who check 
and mail one of the new cards will 
receive a 32-page pUblication with 
two extra inserts answering their 
questions and providing interesting 
and informative reading material. 

Send your orders directly to The 
Baha'i Questionnaire Committee 
treasurer, Mr. Emil Gross, 7044 Ma
ple Terrace, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. 

Prices of the new cards in lots of 
1000, $14.50. Lots of 500, $8.00. In 
lots of 100 for individual believers, 
$2.00. 

AMERICAN NATIONAL TEACHING 
COMMITIEE 

W hal the C aUBe N t>W Require. 
By the time this issue of Baha~i 

News reaches the American be
lievers six months of the last year 
of" the Second Seven Year Plan will 
have passed and only six months 
will remain in which each of us may 
win one more soul for the Faith and 
participation with us in the joyous 
Jubilee. The time is short, and yet 
it is long enough to achieve this in
dividual goal if we will make the 
effort in full confidence that the 
promised assistance will be given 
us. The spirit that confirms one, con
firms all; but effort is needed. Mak
ing the effoTt wi!! itself attTact the 
spirit of confirmation. 

Lest the consciousness of our limi
tations prevent us from making the 
supreme effort to win our individual 
and collective goals, let us again take 
heart froni the following words of 
the Guardian through his secretary 
in 1935 when the American believers 
launched upon the task of opening 
to the Faith twelve sla Ie s then wi th
out a single Baha'i. What was need
ed then is needed in as great 
measure even now as we strive to 
expand and consolidate the home
front in preparation for the world 
crusade. 

"In connection with the problems 
facing the friends in their teaching 
work, these, the Guardian is well 
aware, are by no means easy to 

overcome, especially in view of the 
limited number and resources of the 
believers, But in the field of Baha'i 
service, as the history of the Cause 
abundantly demonstrates, there is 
no obstacle that can be said to be 
insurmountable. Every difficulty will, 
in due time, be solved. But con
tinued and collective effort is also 
needed, The Baha'i teacher should 
not get discouraged at the conscious
ness of the limitations within or 
without him. He should rather per
severe, and be confident, that no 
matter how numerous and perplex
ing the difficulties that confront him 
may appear, he is continually as
sisted and guided through divine 
confirmations. He should consider 
himself as a mere instrument in the 
hands of God, and should, therefore, 
cease looking at his own merits. The 
first and most important qualifica
tion of a Baha'i tea.cher is, indeed, 
unqualified loyalty and attachment 
to the Cause. Knowledge is, of 
course, essential; bu.t compared to 
devotion it -is secondary in import
ance. 

"What the Cause now requires is 
not so much a group of highly-cul
tured and intellectual people who can 
adequately present its Teachings, but 
a number of devoted l sincere and 
loyal supporters, who, in utter dis
regard of their own weaknesses and 
limitations, and with hearts afire 
with the love of God, forsake their all 
for the sake of spreading and estab
lishing His Faith. In other words, 
what is mostly needed nowadays is a 
Baha'i pioneer; and not so much a 
Baha'i philosopher or scholar. For 
the Cause is not a system of philoso
phy; it is essentially a way of life, a 
religious life that seeks to unite all 
people on a common basis of mutual 
understanding and love, and in a 
common devotion to God. 

~~Baha'i Scholars and writers will, 
no doubt, gradually appear and will, 
as promised by Baha'u'llah, lend a 
unique support to the Faith. But in 
the meantime, we should not tarry 
or slacken in our efforts." (Publish
ed in Baha'i News No. 102, August 
1936) 

Tips for Teaching 

When you feel the need for a fresh 
viewpoint in presenting the teachings 
at your firesides or small public 
meetings in the home, you could have 
a program planned by Baha'i youth 
of your community or visiting youth. 
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Cooperation of youth and adults in 
teaching activities are effective 
means of attracting people and dem
onstrating the Baha'i spirit of unity. 
Events on the youth calendar should 
be considered in making teaching 
plans. 

Another way to add variety to your 
firesides is to use the kit of talks 
mentioned in "What I Can Do As 
An J ndi vidual Believer," published 
as an insert in August Baha'i News. 
Some of these talks are timely for 
events such as United Nations Week 
and International Golden Rule Week, 
as well as for the special Baha'i 
events. 

There are also about 16 radio 
scripts available, 8 of which are ap
propriate for special events in the 
Fall. Some of the scripts might be 
adapted to panel discussions at small 
public meetings, as well as being 
used for radio programs. (See an
nouncements of the Radio Commit
tee in Baha'i News~ August, 1951t 

p. 7; November, 1951, p. 11 and Ap
ril, 1952, p. 15. For further informa
tion write to: William Sears t Old Saw 
Mill Road, R.I;I.2, Downingtown, 
Pennsylvania) , 

Your BaM'i Directory for 1952-1953, 
is a valuable resource for teach
ing assistance. The services and sup- , 
port available from Regional Teach
ing Comm i ttees is stated in the func
tions of these committees. These 
services are vital to isolated believ
ers, groups and small communities. 
Through the intercommunity func
tions of these committees, coopera
tive action is promoted between all 
the believers in the Regions. The 
statements of functions of various 
committees will show where to get 
different types of teaching material 
such as Braille kits. study outlines 
and other material for teaching chil
dren, and material for visual edu
cation. You may help "win one," by 
referring names of your contacts in 
other cities to the secretaries of the 
appropriate local Spiritual Assem
blies, whose addresses are listed in 
the Directory, of if there is no As· 
sembly, to the secretary of the Re
gional Teaching Committee for the 
region where the contacts live. 

NATIONAL BAHA'I YOUTH 
COMMITTEE 

Pioneering Educates the Soul 

The Baha'i Youth Committee has 
sent us a letter from a young pio-
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neer in Africa. Violette N akhj ay ani 
of Persia has been in Kampala, Afri. 
ca nearly 15 months. She reports of 
the various problems encountered in 
teaching the Faith and tells how 
these problems were met and over
come. 

In her own words: "We started by 
mentioning the Baha'i Faith to a few 
people and even gave them small 
pamphlets, but they never showed 
any interest and never returned. Our 
final decision after consultation was 
to pray and specifically pray at 
dawn." 

Violette decided the best place 
to pray would be at one of the 
hills in Kampala. She thought of 
Baha'ullilh's words: I'Who so reciteth 
the verses revealed by God, the scat
tering angels of the Almighty shall 
scatter abroad the .tragr ances of the 
words uttered by his mouth, and 
shall cause the heart of every right
eous man to throb. Though he may, 
at first, remain unaware of its effect 
yet the virtue of the grace vouch
safed unto him need sooner or later 
exercise its influence upon his soul. 

" 
. "The rapid answer to these-prayers 

was Wlbelievable and whenever new 
obstacles appear the dawn prayers 
are again used for a few days. 

This YOWlg pioneer stresses the im
portance of seizing any opportwrlty 
that presents itself no rna tter how 
discouraging it may seem person
ally. She cites an example of a per
son they came across who not only 
disinterested them but who they 
didn't like as well. It developed that 
this same person has been of great 
. help and proved a medium of friend
ship with another valuable contact. 

She discusses the necessity of men
tal flexibility to facilitate the adapt
ing and adjusting of ones actions, 
thoughts, words and very personal 
life to the requirements of his en
vironment. These are the things Vio
lette has learned by pioneering. She 
closed her letter with these thoughts: 
"Pioneering educates the soul. In 
conclusion I would like to mention 
the Guardian's verbal comments 
to my parents during their pilgrim
age in Haifa last February, about 
the duties of pioneers. He told them: 
'The pioneers have four responsibili
ties, devotion, detachment, steadfast
ness and unity.' " 

JUBILEE COMMITTEE 

Jubilee Pamphlet 
"The Mission of BahcPu'Uah" 

The Jubilee Committee, under au
thorization of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, has compiled a brief but 
comprehensive selection from the 
Sacred Writings of Bahil'u'llah under 
the title "The Mission of 
Bahil'u'llith. " 

This selection has been beautifully 
printed for use throughout the Jubi
lee Celebrations, October 1952-0cto
ber, 1953, in two different editions. 

The general edition is for wide
spread distribution by the friends 
in connection with the series of local 
and national Jubilee meetings and 
can be featured as a means of con
tact and proclamation. 

The limited edition is the same 
size and type, but has a title page 
in two colors and a colored cover. 

This Jubilee pamphlet has been 
designed by a nationally known typo
graphical expert. It has twenty 
pages of selections and an intro
duction rela ling the pamphlet to the 
Baha'i Centenary and the birth of 
Bahoi'u'llah's Mission. Size, 7% by 
9% inches, printed on an unusual 
type face from handset type. Every 
believer will desire a copy of the 
general or of the limited edition as 
a precious souvenir of Baha'i Holy 
Year. 

Orders will be filled by the Baha'i 
Publishing Committee, 110 Linden 
Ave., Wilmette, III., at the rate of 
five copies of general edition for 
$1.00 postpaid, and $.90 per copy for 
the limited edition. 

Spirit!.lal Preparation for 
Holy Year 

Readings were prepared by the 
National Jubilee Committee for the 
consultation periods of the three 
nineteen-ciay Feasts of September 
8, September 27 and October 16, 1952, 
to help the Baha'is prepare them
selves for the commemoration of the 
Holy Year. The readings were sent 
in July to Spiritual Assemblies and 
Regional Teaching Committees. 
Many requests have come to the 
Committee for copies which the 
Committee is unable to supply. 

The references are pu bUshed in 
Baha'i News so that any individual 
believer desiring the readings can 
locate them in the Baha'i literature. 
For explanation of the three themes 
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around which the readings were se
lected, see passage on the Holy Year 
written by the Guardian through his 
secretary in the letter dated Novem
ber 23, 1951, in World Order Unfolds 
pages 36-37. 

I. Bahd'u'Udh's Mystical Experience 
in the Siyah .. Cfilil (1853)-"the first 
intimation" (readings for Feast of 
September 8): 

(al Letter of Shoghi Effendi, June 
15, 1946, in Messages to America, 
pp. 99-100 (W.O.U. 1-2) from "It was 
at a time when" to "could bear to 
hear.U 

(b) Letter of Shoghi Effendi, Nov. 
23, 1951 (W.O.U. 30-32) from "The 
historic significance" to "prison
fortress of 'Akka." 

(cl God Passes By, p. 93 from 
"The circumstances" to "grace of 
the Almighty"; pp. 100-102 from "A 
Revelation, hailed" to "them that 
perceive." 

(d) Epistle to the San of the Wolf, 
pp. 20 .. 21 from "By the righteousness 
of God?! to "regenerating this pe()oo 
pIe."; pp. 21 (last line) to 22 "in
struments of peace"; pp. 39-41 from 
"We once again refer" to "from the 
Name of God." 

(el BaM'i Prayers (1949) , p.19, 
beginning "All praise. 0 my God 

" 

II. Bahii'u'llcih's DeclaTation to His 
companions in the Rigvcin Garden, 
Ba(lltdad (1863) - the "Most Great 
Festival" (readings for Feast of Sep
tember 27): 

(a) God Passes By, p. 103 from 
"The process whereby" to "far and 
wide." 

(bl Ibid., p. 108 from "On the 
. first day of" to "Ba@dad"; p. 109 
from "Finally on the 28th of" to 
"province of jlraq"; p. 109 (last 
line) to 110 "of the Bab Himself." 

(c) Ibid., pp. 127 from "The re
turn to Baha'u'll;lli" to Uto Constant
inople"; pp. 137-138 from "The enor
mous expansion" to "irretrievably 
to posterity"; p. 138 "Foremost 
among" to "1862 A.D." 

(d) Ibid., p. 147 from "Already 
as Nabfl" to "those around Him"; 
p. 149 from "Leaving for the last 
time" to "His final departure from 
that city." 

(e) Ibid., pp. 151-153 from "The 
arrival of Baha'u'llah" to "approach
ing its zenith"; pp. 153-155 from "Of 
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the exact circumstances" to "of the 
entire crea tion.'· 
III. Bana'u'llan's Proclamation of 
His Mission to the ru~eTs and re
ligious leaders of the world, Adrian
aple (1867-68) (readings for Feast 
of October 16); 

(a) God Passes By, pp. 403-404 
from "In the pestilential a tmos
phere" to "and the west"; pp. 158· 
159 from "This historic Proclama
tion" to "of his empire"; pp. 170-111 
from uThough He Himself" to "most 
part untranscribed"; pp. 171-172 
from "The Suriy-i-MlllukH to "the 
entire creation"; p. 175 from "To 
the entire company" to "abhor it." 

(b) Baha'u'llah's Tablet to the 
Kings, Promised Day Is Come, pp. 
20-21 from "0 Kings of the earth!" 
to "can be quickened/' 

(c) Tablet of Visitation, Pray en 
and Meditations, pp. 310-313. 

BAHA'I LITERATURE FOR THE BLIND 

Another pamphlet, THE BAHA'! 
HOUSE OF WORSHIP, has been 
added to the list of pamphlets pub
lished in Braille by Baha'I Service 
for the Blind. It is available in 
Braille Grade Two and priced at 
$1.25 a copy. Remittance should ac
company order to: 

Baha Pi Service for the Blind, 616 
North Oxford Ave., Los Angeles 4, 
California. 
Calendar 

"Today f any soul who looseneth his 
tongue in the delivery of Truth and 
is engaged in the diffusion of the 
fragrances of God, he shall undoubt
edly be assisted and confirmed by 
the Holy Spirit and can resist the 
attacks of all the people of the world, 
for the power of the Realm of Might 
shall prevail " 

T. A. 8., Vol. 3, p. 508. 

The following titles are NOT 
AVAILABLE at present. Some are to 
be reprinted, others to be revised be
fore republication and some are on 
order from England; 
Baha'i Answers 
The Books of God Are Open 
Commentary on the Witt and Testa~ 

ment of 'Abdu'Z-Bana 
Study Outline on Divine Art of Living 
Heart of the Gospel-paper 
(new shipment in about six weeks) 

Open Door 
(to be reprinted soon) 

Reality Of Man 
Renewal of Civilization 
Some Answered Questions 
Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
Traveller's Narrative 

Notices will appear in advance of 
expected date of publication of all 
titles. A new HLiterature Catalogue" 
will be available in about six weeks. 

Correction: 
Prescription jor Living 

paper bound _ ..... ' .$1.00 
cloth bound ........ $2.00 

ReligiOUS Education fOT a Peace
ful Society now avail-
able ................ $.25. 

On all orders, please indicate if for 
an Assembly, Group, (followed by 
Librarian or Secretary's name), or 
Personal. 

Exhibit picture: 
An attractive colored picture, ex

cellent for exhibits, displays, or for 
framing in a Baha'i Center or home 
is the six-color print of the completed 
Shrine of the Bab. This hand some re
print of the draWing of the completed 
Sepulchre made by the architect Mr. 
Maxwell, is 7% x lOV-i;/ in size, with 
a gold and grey border. It first ap
peared as the frontispiece in Baha'i 
World, Vol. IX ........ $ .50. 

-BAHA'i PUBLISlIlI.'ilG COMMITrEE 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, TIlinois 

(Words of 'Abdu'!-Bahll) 
Welcome! Welcome~ You are very 

welcome! 
... This is the day of BaM 'u'Uah; 

the age of the Blessed Perfection; 
the cycle of the Greatest Name. 

(PUP 205) 

Hasten I Harlen I 
Hasten, hasten, 0 ye firm believ .. 

ers; Hasten, hasten, 0 ye steadfast r 
Abandon the heedless. set aside 
every ignorant, take hold of the 
strong rope, be firm in this Gr~at 
Cause, draw light from this Evident 
Light, be patient and be steadfast in 
this wise Religion! 

OCTOBER, 1952 

Develop Day by Day 

Thou must develop day by day 
and become more rejoiced than be
fore through the fragrances of the 
Holy Spirit and illumine the hearts 
of others by the light of the love of 
God. I ask God to confirm thee in 
His servitude, like unto 'Abdu'l
Baha. Thus thou mayest be thrilled 
with the ecstasy of the wine of the 
Covenant and give a drink thereof 
unto the world. 

The Divine Call 

Thank thou God that thou hast 
stepped into the arena of existence 
in such a blessed Age and hast open
ed thine -ears and thine eyes in such 
a Promised Day. The Splendor of 
the Sun of Truth ·thou hast beheld 
and the divine Call thou hast heard. 
To thine ultimate desire thou hast 
attained and from the sweetness of 
the love of God thou hast tasted. 
Consequently, supplicate ardently 
for spiritual attraction and ecstacy. 

The Doors Are Open 

The doors of the Kingdom are 
open and the bounty of God is like 
unto spring rain. Although the signs 
of material bounty are great, yet 
the . true· ·ooillity is that of heaven, 
spiritual, which gives life etemal. 
Follow this and thy heart will be
come as beautiful as a garden, thine 
eyes bright, thy spirit happy and 
thy thought a comfort to souls. 

Be a well-wisher of humanity and 
a servant of mankind. Thus the 
strength of the Kingdom will uphold 
thee and the a venues of revelation 
open to thee. Because today every 
servant is served and is an honor
able lord and every maid-servant 
the queen of horizons. Grow in hu
mility and meekness daily, until 
thou attainest eternal glory and 
everlasting grace. 

(Tab!ets of 'Abdu'Z-Baha) 

What Attractionl What Affectionl 

The believers of God must become 
distinguished from all the rest of the 
world through their deeds. One of 
these deeds is love. By observing 
them, men must be astonished and 
wonder at this love existing amongst 
the believers of God, exclaiming rap
turously I "What attraction! What af
fection 1 How they are united to
gether! How they have become the 
expression of one spirit and the ema
nation of one heartl'f .. , 

(S. W. Vol. 16 Jl- 505) 
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"11 everyone were to lead one soul to the right path" 

" ... If every one of the friends (believers) were to establish re]aUoDS 01 friendship 
and right dealings with one of the negligent souls, associate aDd Uve with. him with 
perfect kindliness, and meanwblle through g'ood condoct and moral behaviour lead 
him. to divine instruction, to heavenly advice and teachings, surely he would ITad. 
ually arouse that negligell:l person and would· change his ignorance iuto kDowl.ed&e. 
H one of the beUevers be kind to one of the negligent ones aDd with perfect love 
sbould gradually make him understand the reality of the Ca.use of God in such a 
way that the latter should know in what manner the Religion of God hath been 
founded and wha.t its object. is, doubtless he will become changed; excepting ab
norma.! souls who are reduced to the state of asbes and whose hearts are like stones. 
yea~ even harder. If by this method every one of the friends of GOO were to try te 
lead one soul to u.e right path. tbe DllDlber of the believers would be doubled every 
year. BuC; this should be carried ont with perfect wisdom. lind jn such a :manner that 
no harm would ever result therefrom." 

«A.bdu'l-Ba.h.a, in Baha'i World Faith. pp. 385-386) 
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"Glory be unto Tnee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this thy servant and tnis Thy 
maid-.servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united thTOUgn T/ly favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord! As~ist tltem in 
this Thy world and Thy KingdDm 
and destine fDT tltem e.very gooo 
through Thy bounty and grace ... " 
Milwaukee, Wis., Miss Evangeline 

Suhm to Mr. Ronald Ladwig (non
Baha'i) (date not reported) 

Flint, Mich., Miss Anne Roberts to 
Mr. Curtis R. Bradt (nDn-Baha'i) 
July 19, 1952. 

Fresno, Calif., Miss Helen Ruth 
Fridborg to Mr. Francis Newton 
(non-Baha'i) July 20, 1952 

Santa Fe, New Mexico, Miss Bonnie 
White to Mr. Reginald Barrow 
July 4, 1952 

Chicago, Ill. Miss Joan Storie to Mr. 
Raymond T. Anderson, June 18, 
1952 

Louisville, Ky., Mrs. Ona Mae Ault 
to Mr. Charles A. Koppe (non
Baha'i) June 15, 1952 

Town of- Granville, Wis., Miss Joan 
Elaine Peck (non-Baha'i) to Mr. 
John A. Ehn, Jr., May 16, 1952 

Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Florence 
Piepenburg to Mr. Shidan Fathe
Aazam, August 9, 1952 

Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Jeanne 
Staley to Mr. S. T. Turner (non
Baha'i) March 9, 1952 

Washington, D. C., Mrs. Florence 
Tokes to Mr. Alan Anderson, Au
gust 14, 1952 

Los Angeles, Calif., Mrs. Nettie 
Ritter to Mr. David S. Douglas 
(non-Baha'i) August 23, 1952 

Berkeley, Calif., Miss Manta Mitch
ell (non-Baha'i) to Mr. Wallace 
Heath, June 21, 1952 

OCTOBER, 1952 

Ruth Lois Nordstrom, bUnd Baha'i of Kirkland, WaahiDgtoD" assisUnl' with the cUsp •• .,. 
of Raba'i Service fin' the Blind. at Convention In the- spriDc of 1Ha. Miss Nordstrom 
passed a.way in October 1951, leaving ber entire' Braille library to this committee, 

Death profjereth unto every con
fident behever the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
beaTer of gladness. It conferretn the 
gift of everlasting life. 

-BAliA'ULLAH 
Mr. Charles F. Fishback, Chicago, 

111. August 4, 1952. 
Mrs.· Ellen Pinder, So. Portland, 

Maine, July 21, 1952. 
Mrs. Lisa Blohm, Milwaukee, Wis. 

July 13, 1952. 
Dr. William Jackson, Topeka, Kan

sas , June 23, 1952. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Dupiu, West New 

York, New Jersey, July 28, 1952. 
Mrs. Mary Ammon, Weehawken, 

New Jersey, August 5, 1952. 

Anniversaries: 

October 2()-Birth of the Bab 
November 12-Birth of Baha'u'llilh 
November 26-Day of the Covenant 
Novem ber 28-Ascension of 

'Abdu'I-BaM 

Feasts: 

October II>-'Ilm, Knowledge 
November 4-Qudrat, Power 
November 23--Qawl, Speech 

National Spiritual Assembly 
Meetings: 

October 3, 4, and 5. 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by U1e National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to BahA'is throughout the United States, and to BahA'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith informed of international. national and local Bah3', developments, and serve as an organ for the distribu
tion of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Baha'i Council, and the general announcements pre
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. Tbe Committee for 1952-1953: Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
Managing Editor; Mr. William C. Henning, Miss F'arrukh loas, Miss Joan Lozier, Mr. Robert MouL 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette. 
IDinois, U.S.A. 
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THE GUARDIAN'S MESSAGE TO 
EUROPEAN CONFERENCE 
AND SCHOOL 

(On the) occasion? auspicious 
opening Luxembourg Teaching Con
ference coinciding (with the) eve (of 
the) historic Holy Year marking 
(the) conclusion (of the) series (of 
the) memorable annual gatherings, 
l<1aving (an) indelible imprint (on 
the) annals (of the) second stage 
(of the) evolution (of} 'AIldu'I-Baha's 
Divine Plan, wholeheartedly share 
feelings (of) joy, pride (and) gra ti
tude evoked (in the) hearts (of the) 
assembled representatives (of the) 
Baha'i Communities (on the) EurD
pean Continent (at the) prospect (of 
the) forthcoming convocation (of 
the) epoch-making convention (in) 
Florence, (the) harbinger (of the) 
birth (of the) Italo-Swiss Baha'i Na
tional Assembly. Stop. (The) proj
ected institutions called (into) being 
amidst (the) world-wide celebrations 
commemorating (the) inception (of) 
Bahli 'u'1lih's prophetic Mission, 
constituting fairest fruit (of the) ini
tial stage (of the) European crusade, 
bound (to) add its valuable support 
(to the) triple pillars recently erect
ed under (the) aegis (of the) same 
plan (in the) course (of the) same 
stage (of) its evolution designed (to) 
sustain (the) weight, (to) broaden 
(the) basis, (to) enhance (the) pres
tige, (to) add diversity (to the) ele
ments (that are) destined (to) par
ticipate (in) six continents (of the) 
globe, (in the) future election (of 
the) Universal House (of) Justice. 
Stop_ 

Moved (to) warmly congratulate 
(the) American National Spiritual 

The DeW garden iu front of the MaDSian at BabJi. 

Assembly, ably directing (the) va st 
operations (of the) European cru
sade from (the) heart (of the) 
North American Continent; (the) 
European Teaching Committee, (the) 
principal executor (of the) plan, 
inaugurating (the) European phase 
(of) America's unfolding mission; 
(the) European representative (of 
the) Committee established (in) 
Geneva, vigilantly coordinating 
(the) ramifications (of the) newly 
launched project; every subsidiary 
agency, regional (and) local, contri
buting its share (to the) triumph 
(of the) common cause; all pioneers, 
past (and) present; settlers, itiner
ant teachers, worthy emissaries (of 
the) Centre (of the) Covenant, who 
nobly responded (to) His call (in 
the) length (and) breadth (of the) 
ten goal countries; (the) entire body 
(of the) steadily multiplying native 
believers, constituting (the) core (of 

the) vanguard (of the) army, sin
gled out by (the) Lord (of) Hosts 
(for the) quickening (and the) ulti
mate conque.t (of the) spiritually 
slum bering continent, particularly 
(the) members (of the) twin rapidly 
rising communities (of) Italy (and) 
Switzerland, who singly (and) collec
tively hastened, through high en
deavours, (the) consummation (of 
the) enterprise, exceeding fondest 
expectations. Stop. Hail this crown
ing exploit (of the) Second Seven 
Year Plan as (the) forerunner (of 
the) formation (in) rapid succession, 
(in the) course (of the) third phase 
(of the) Plan conceived (by the) 
Center (of) Baha'u'llah's Covenant, 
(of) Regional-National Assemblies 
(in) Scandinavia, Benelux countries, 
Iberian Peninsula, themselves a pre
lude (to the) establishment (in) pres
ent (and) succeeding epochs (of the) 
evolution (of the) Divine Plan, (of} 



separate National Assemblies (in) 
each sovereign state, principality, 
(and) chief dependency (on the) Eu
ropean Continent, as well as (on the) 
neighbouring principal islands (of 
the) Mediterranean, Atlantic Ocean, 
(and) North Sea. Stop. 

Earnestly appeal (to) all partici
pants (in the) phenomenal birth 
(and) rise (of the) communities con
stituting weighty elements (in the) 
life (of the) firmly knit world Baha'i 
family (to) prepare themselves dur
ing present Conference (for the) fu
ture close collaboration (with the) 
long established sister communities 
(in the) British Isles, France, (and) 
Germany (to) meet (the) challenge 
(of the) major strenuous task consti
tuting (the) pivot (of the) delibera· 
lions (of the) approaching Stockholm 
Inter-eontinental Conference, de
signed (to) expand (and) consolidate 
(the) framework (of the) admin
istrative order (of the) Faith (of) 
Baha'u'llith (in the) north, south, 
west (and) heart (of the) European 
Continent, foreshadowing (the) 
launching (of) future enterprises 
(in) collabora lion (with the) Ger
man, Persian, 'Iraqi Baha'i Commu
nities, calculated (to) extend (the) 
regenerating influence (of the) same 
order (to) eastern (and) southeast
ern territories (of the) same conti
nent (and) eventually beyond its 
confines, across (the) Ural Moun
tains (to the) north, west (and) 
ultimately (to the) heart (of the) 
Asia tic Continent. Stop. 

Urge all attendants (to) dedicate 
part (of the) sessions (of this) Con
ference synchronizing (with) Cente· 
nary (of the) imprisonment (of) 
Baha'u'llith (in the) Siyith·Chal (in) 
prayerful remembrance (of the) 
sombre tragedy preceding (the) rise 
(of the) resplendant Orb (of the) 
august Revelation, (to) draw nigh 
(to) His spirit, (to) fix (their) 
thoughts (on) His promises, (to) de
rive fresh inspiration (from the) 
glorious triumph, following so close
ly (upon) His agonizing ordeal, (to) 
contemplate (the) magnitude (of) 
His Cause, (to) pledge themselves 
(to) ensure (in the) course (of the) 
decade opening before them (the) 
success (of the) twin colossal 
tasks assigned them, (the) propaga
tion (of) His Faith (and the) consoli
dation (of the) agencies (of) His ris
ing Administra ti ve Order throughout 
(the) entire European Continent. 
Haifa -SHOGm 
August 23, 1952 

NOVEMBER. 1952 

The Old Ruins 

Views of the ruins at BahJi in Ma.rch. 1952:, removal of wb1ch was the IBme 1D.velved. 
iD the legal case referred to in the Gua.rdla.n's ca.ble of .Jane 11, 195=. pubUsheCI .. 
Bah8.'f NeW'S for .July. The Covenanfi..breakers "IDsUtu:ted. le .... 1 proceediDp ap.bast; 
(the) Guardian (of the) Faith. questioned (his) rlPl (10) demolish dilapldaled h_ 
sltualed (wilbln the) preclncls (and) cODSlllu.1IDg (aD) aIfrooDl (10 !he) Moot BoI7 

Shrine (oj' the) Baha'i World. .. ." 

This five room building was loca.ted to the soutb and front of the Mansion, which caD 

be seen at. the left. The buildlDg and the court c.p.se associated with lts removal was 
described Iu. !he letler from the International Baha'I Council, published IJl _'i 

News, August, 1952.. 



IAHA'I NEWS 

The New Gardens 

WUIdD. ODe week of the demoUtioa. of the J"UIDs~ opposite, a beauUtal garden bad bee!l 
crea&ed. over Ibe very spot where II had IJt.ood~ The pte- In '&be ceDlier Is the Dell' 

-.....,., to the Hoi" Court leacllD&" to the Shrlne of BahA'u'JIi.b. 

Marble vases, carved. W'bite Carrara ma.rble oma.nieDtS, lamp POSht CytIre&s trees, 
peacOQD, eagies, aDd pebbled walks dec<lraie the nelV Pr<ten. Enlrance to tho 

Manslcm of BabJI III ou the left. 
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STATE CONVENTIONS 

The State Conventions for election 
of delegates to the Jubilee Conven
tion, 1953, will be beld on Sunday, 
December 7, 1952; 

State Convention Committees have 
been appointed to make advance ar
rangements and to open the Con
ventions. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
will mail to every adult voting Baha'I 
in the United States a printed form 
with full explanation and agenda. 
Each voter will also receive a blank 
ballot to take to the Convention or 
mail in advance, if unable to attend 
in person. 

Every organic Baha'l function has 
vital importance during Jubilee 
Year, to prepare for the 1953 Con
vention, Intercontinental Conference. 
Jubilee Celebrations and public ded
ication of the Baha'i House of Wor
ship. 

Will each State Convention Com
mittee, and every voting Baha'i en
ergetically and prayerfuIly fuifill his 
responsibility. 

-NA'l'IONAL SPnuTuAL ASSEMBLY 

BAHA'IS AND THE PRINCIPLE 
OF INTERNAnONALlSM 

Beloved Friends: 
The society in which we live is 

struggling to find a solution to a 
number of difficult problems. 

Among these we note, for example, 
the problem of race amity, which has 
become acute as result of the loss 
of the old, long..,ontinued physical 
isolation of peoples-the cause of the 
development of distinctive racial 
characteristics and cultures. Aside 
from the Baha'I principle of the one
ness of mankind-the fulfilment of 
the teaching concerniog brotherhood 
found . in every ancient revealed 
Faith-,-there is no escape from the 
far-reaching influences of race 
prej udice in embittering wide areas 
of mankind today. 

We note also the problem of cre
ating a mutual relationship for the 
various - religious systems, each of 
which claims a divine origin and a 
unique authority and power. Efforts 
j;o assert ,inter-organizational unity. 
and to emphasize a few truths held 
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in common, succeed only in reaf ... 
firming the differences. For lack of 
religious unity the world can not gen
erate sufficient moral force to solve 
any problem of human association 
except on a limited, parochial, self
contained basis. The Baha'I teaching 
of progressive revelation, proclaim'" 
ing that all the Messengers are one 
in spirit and purpose, revolutionizes 
religion. The Baha'I community dem
onstra tes that religious unity can be 
achieved within a universal Faith but 
that there is no inter-organizational 
unity possible with the perpetuation 
of different systems, rites, formulas 
and officials. 

The problem which receives most 
attention today is that of inter
nationalism. The patriot fears that 
his own country would lose its sov
ereign power if brought wi thin any 
form of international government. He 
points to the failure of international
ism to establish any peace or securi· 
ty so far and protests that interna
tionalism is even inherently milita
ristic. His human rights, his cul
tures. ideals and property seem to 
him to be hazarded if other govern
ments and peoples are given the 
power to control them by majority 
vote. 

The internationalist in turn points 
out the fact that the nation is no 
longer sovereign in relation to world 
affairs and that nationalism has led 
the world to two disastrous interna
tional wars. He argues that these 
wars have impaired human rights, 
values and properties infinitely more 
than would be likely or even possible 
under a new world sovereignty. Fur
thermore he refers to the principle 
of federalism as already thorough
ly established by the experience of 
Switzerland and the United States. 
A world state, he explainS, would 
give the central government control 
only over international matters and 
leave a large measure of domestic 
control in the various national gov
ernments. 

What is the Baha'I position? In es
sence, it is spiritual and moral, not 
political. It affirms the oneness. ~d 
solidarity of mankind as a divme 
ereation, admitting that evolution is 
needed before this basic truth can 
be realized in cultural, social, eco
nomic and political terms. The dy
namic behind this evolution is not 
political action but the operation of 
the Holy Spirit. The Baha'I accepts 
as a present fact the truth of broth
erhood and understands the unbear-

able stresses and strains of modern 
civilization as fundamentally forms 
of opposition to or denial of the laws 
and principles which lie at the heart 
of every revealed Faith. Brotherhood 
as the spirit of cooperation the Baha'i 
recognizes to be the necessary sen
timent and motive of human life but 
incomplete without a social order 
giving it expression in action and 
pledged to preserve its ideal from 
destruction. 

The Baha'i position includes 
acceptance of the principle of world 
federation while realizing that hu
manity needs preparation morally 
and spiritually before a souod fed
eral order can be achieved. The 
Baha'i is concerned with the incul· 
cation of moral principles, the 
strengthening of hope, respect for 
government and implicit faith that 
humanity is under the guidance and 
protection of God. The Baha'i knows 
that mankind passes through differ
ent stages of development from in
fancy to maturity. At no stage can 
he turn back to the simpler and eas
ier past. God has decreed that peace 
and righteousness shall prevail on 
earth. Through the turmoil of argu
ment, the oppression of menacing 
danger, the Baba'i presses forward 
in this providential age, preserving 
in his heart a vision which no po
litical party can deny and no outer 
circumstance indict. His highest as· 
piration is to reflect to others some 
ray of the light of a New Day. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL AsSEMBLY 

THE PROPHECY OF DANIEL 

The Guardian has written the Na
tional Assembly to direct that a 
change be made in future editions of 
Esslemonfs "BaM'u:'IMh and the 
New Era .. n This correction has par~ 
ticular interest for the helievers at 
this time since it deals with the ful
filment of prophecy. 

"Regarding the prophecy of Dan
iel: The passage in Esslemont 
should be changed to state that this 
prophecy refers to the one-hun
dredth anoiversary of the Declara
tion of Bahil'u'llah, in the Garden of 
Ri<;lv'tn, Bag!ldad-referenee to this 
can be found in 'The Passing of 
'Abdu'I-Baha' in quotations from 
two of His Tablets." - Shoghi Ef
fendi, through his secretary, in let
ter dated June 30, 1952. 

-N .. =NAL SPmrruAL AsSI!IMBLY 
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MUSIC AT FEASTS 

A leiter addressed to the National 
Assembly, inquiring whether music 
can be provided at the Nineteen Day 
Feast, was referred to the Guardian. 
Shoghi Effendi's answer opens the 
door to a musical program at these 
Feasts wherever the local Assembly 
desires. 

"Music is permitted during the 
spiritual p art-<>r any part-<>f the 
Nineteen Day Feast." - Shoghi Ef
fendi, through his secretary, in let
ter dated June 30, 1952. 

ON VOTING IN CIVIL ELECTIONS 

H. • • • No Bah! 'i vote for an of· 
fleer, no Bah-a'i participation in the 
affairs of the Republic, shall involve 
acceptance . . . of a program or 
policy that contravenes any vital 
principle, spiritual or social, of the 
Faith. 

u •.• • No vote cast, or office un
dertaken, by a Baha'i should neces
sarily constitute acceptance, by the 
voter or office holder, of the entire 
program of any political party. No 
Baha'i can be regarded as either a 
Republican or Democrat, as such. 
He is above all else, the supporter 
of the principles enunciated by 
Baha'u'llah, with which, I am firmly 
convinced, the program of no politi· 
cal party is completely harmon
ious." (Shoghi Effendi) 

-NATIONAL SPmrruALo ASSEMBLY 

NaUo:aa1 Bah&'i Addresses 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
lllinois. 
Make checks Payable to: 

National Baha'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
illinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
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View of NaiJ'Obi. Kenya, East Africa. The GuarcUan has arced the British National 
AMembly to concentrate OIl the fOl'Dlation of lID Assembly In Nairobi by April, 19$3. 

AFRICA 

letter frOm Guardian 
to British Natianal Assembly 

The British National Assembly re
ceived a letter from the Guardian, 
which contains passages concerning 
\lle Mrica Project. Excerpts from 
this message are printed here from 
the British Africa News. 

(Through his Secretary) 
"As regards the Africa campaign: 

this enterprise, so enthusiastically 
carried OD, has been throughout this 
past year Ibe greatest source of joy 
to the heart of the beloved Guardi
an .... The formation of the Dar es
Salaam and Kampala Assemblies 
was also a great satisfaction to him. 

"The guardian feels that although 
the Conference planned for Kampala 
is primarily a Conference and in no 
sense a Convention (having no dele
gates), Ibere is no objection to the 
representatives of various National 
Assemblies who may attend meeting 
in separate sessions for more special 
and concentrated consultation. Any 
Hands of the Cause attending could 
also be included in this private dis
cussion. 

.. He feels that now more than ever 
the British friends have every reason 
to feel proud of their accomplish
ments and happy over the very evi
den~ bestowals from the Throne on 
High. They have found, after half a 
century of development, scope for 
their abilities, and a field large 
enough to distinguish themselves in, 
and Ibey are certainly taking ad
vantage of it, much to Ibe delight 
of the Guardian and Ibeir fellow
Baha'is," 

(In his own hand) 
lIThe potent seeds, a loving and 

vigilant Master, sowed with His own 
hands in the course of a twice re
peated visit to Ibe homeland of Ibis 
community, are now, after having 
lain dormant for almost a quarter of 
a century, at long last, sprouting 
through Ibe lenglb and breadlb of 
the British Isles, and are even re
vealing the potency of their re
gener a ti ve power through the instru
mentality of those valiant pioneers, 
who, faithful to His Call and dedi
cated to His service, are leaving the 
shores of those islands to settle in 
territories of a far-away and back
ward continent. Amidst their arduous 
labours, in their contact with the 
heterogeneous tribes and races 
dwelling in that continent, in their 
dealings wilb Ibe civil authorities of 
divers countries and states within 
whose jurisdiction they will labour, 
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in their struggle with an inhospitable 
climate, in the hazards to which Ibey 
will be inevitably exposed, in the ad
ventures they may experience, in the 
reverses they may temporarily suf
fer, in the opposition they will meet 
with, in Ibe tests and trials they will 
undergo. His unfailing guidance will 
be vouchsafed to them in direct pro
portion to the degree of their conse
cration to their task, and the perse
verance, the courage and fidelity 
they will display as Ibey discharge 
their duties. 

ilThe remarkable success that has 
attended their high endeavours since 
the initiation of their first collective 
enterprise within the confines of their 
native land, the still more notable 
evidence of God' s sustaining grace 
that has accompanied the opening of 
the first stage of their Mission over
seas, are sufficient proof of the tre
mendous potency of the forces at 
work for the purpose of ensuring the 
unrestricted expansion of their future 
activities within and beyond Ibe 
frontiers of their island home, and 
the ultimate consummation of their 
magnificent enterprise. 0, 

Progress with Translation. 

Before the Africa Project Came in
to being, Philip Hainsworth, by spe
cial arrangement with the Guardian. 
had translations of a Baha'I pam
phlet done in Ki-Swahili, Ha usa and 
Chinyanja. At Ibe end of the Six Year 
Plan in Britain, in 1950, the Guardian 
told Ibe British Baha'i Community 
to publish by Ric;lvan 1953 transla
tions in three further African lan
guages, which he raised to nine 
languages soon after the Two Year 
Plan opened in 1951. 

So far translations into two of Ibese 
languages, Twi and Luganda, have 
been published. Three others, in 
Acholi, Adanwe and Ewe, are in the 
hands of printers. Completed trans
lations in Igbo and Yoruba are 
awaiting their turn for printing, and 
the remaining two translations, in 
KiKikuyu and Mende are at Ibe final 
stage before printing. 

Providing Ibe printing of the pam
phlets is not delayed by shortage of 
funds or some unexpected obstacle, 
it is likely that all nine translations 
will be published before Ibe Africa 
Conference, making it possible to 
display Ibere translations of Baha'i 
literature in twelve Mriean lan
guages. 
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Liberia 

Liberia reports four more new 
Baha'is, including a young man of 
nineteen years, who becomes the 
first Liberian Baha'i youth. These 
new declarations bring the total 
number of Baha'is in Liberia to fif
teen. 

The Group has formally organized, 
elected officers and appointed com
mittees. Two public meetings are 
held weekly and individual contact 
work and teaching is being done by 
all the Liberian Bahit'is. 

Two of the new Liberian believers 
are expected to journey to the United 
States in January. Mr. Rudolph Am
artey has applied for a government 
scholarship to attend an American 
University, and Mr. Magnus Ame
gashie has been awarded a scholar
ship to pursue study abroad. He is 
considering an American college. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

The Australasian Baha'i quarterly 
magazine, I<Herald of the South," 
recently told of an authoritative and 
valuable reference book by Dr. 
Mario Pei called "The Story of 
Language." Dr. Pei, in his book, 
makes it clear that the function of 
language in human affairs is infin
itely wider than merely commun
icating man's daily wants. He tells 
that language is a barrier to under
standing and is one of the things 
which divide the human race, but 
he also states that it is a bond, in 
that all human beings have language 
in common, and many of these lan
guages are brothers and cousins of 
one another. 

In almost every chapter Dr. Pei 
shows how greatly the study of lan
guages can help towards interna
tional understanding. He says that 
one of our main barriers to under
standing with the Soviets is a use
mantic crisis." Words such as "lib_ 
erty," ~'peace-loving" and "democ
racy" have by no means the same 
meaning on both sides of the Iron 
Curtain. 
Dr~ Pei devotes a section of his 

book to an international language 
and he suggests that an interna
tional language should be acquired 
by children, in the infant stage, so 
that they become bi-lingual. Dr. Pei 

says the choice of the language must 
be agreed upon in a concerted move, 
and arranged, or rearranged so as 
to be written phonetically. He says 
if this were done in the 1950's, the 
universal language would be a re
ality by 2050 A.D. 

("The Story of Language" pub
lished by George Allen and Unwin, 
London.) 

LeHer from Haifa 

The Australian Bahd'i Bulletin car
ries a very interesting letter to the 
Australian friends from Miss Jessie 
Revell, member of the International 
Baha'i Council, from which some 
extracts are taken: 

"This is the nerve center of the 
Baha'i world. Everything that hap
pens in the Bahe. 'i world has reper
cussions here and now the Cause is 
entering a World stage in its activ
ities. 

"Our beloved Guardian tells us 
with regard to the Intercontinental 
Conferences to be held during the 
Baha'i Holy Year that nothing simi
lar has been attempted since the 
history of the Faith. It is a World 
Crusade utilizing the agencies of a 
World Administrative Order which 
is world-wide in character, to carry 
out the provisions of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
World Plan in the service of a World 
Faith-a Global Crusade in which 
all National Spiritual Assemblies 
will take part. The chief task of 
these Conferences will be opening 
up new territories under their juris
diction, consolidating the work, util
izing the institutions to promote the 
teaching work, on an international 
scale. 

"One day at dinner Shoghi Effendi 
called for a World Map and he him
self drew circles around the terri
tories under the jurisdiction of the 
eleven National Spiritual Assem~ 
lies, then he drew circles around 
eleven more territories where new 
National Spiritual Assemblies are to 
be made within the next ten years 
and he called this jthe wheels of 
Baha'u'llah's chariot.' This world 
crusade will last ten years and will 
culminate in The Most Great JUbilee 
and will include every sovereign 
state, every chief dependency, every 
island of the globe. How very for
tunate we all are to have a part in 
this great crusade! America is the 
chief executor of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
World Plan. In ten years we will 
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double what has been accomplished 
since 1844, working through the In
stitutions of the Faith. 

"Baha'is are working to build up 
a Divine Civilization to go hand in 
hand with a material civilization, 
not a materialistic civilization. One 
day Shoghi Effendi said that mater
ialistic civilization implies the ne
gation of Divine Civilization. Ma
terial civilization is not harmful but 
it is insufficient, it has to be linked 
with Divine Civilization. He said that 
the Master was always attacking 
materialistic civilization. Matter is 
not a bad thing but materialistic 
matter is bad, nationhood is a good 
thing, but nationalism is a bad thing 
and politics is the nerve center of 
materialistic civilization and Amer
ica is the most confused and corrupt 
pOlitical center in the world, because 
it has a materialistic civilization. 

"Shoghi Effendi said that when he 
thinks of the Dome of the Shrine of 
the Bab he thinks of two things: the 
International House of Justice and 
the Institution of Guardianship and 
the Hands of the Cause. He s aid the 
Shrine has a triple crown; one on 
the parapet of the first unit (the 
arcade) this crown is of white mar
ble, with green and red decorations, 
green being a symbol of the lineage 
of the Bah, red a symbol of His mar
tyrdom and this is adorned with the 
Greatest Name, one facing 'Akkil 
and one at each of the four corners. 
A verse from the Holy Writings will 
be inscribed on each panel. The sec
ond crown is on the Octagon with 
eight pinnacles gilded with gold on 
the top and a balustrade around it. 
The third crown will be the Dome 
on the drum and this will be entirely 
golden. 

H 'Abdu'l.Baha said that there 
would be nine terraces to the Ger
m an Colony to the top of the moun
tain. Shoghi Effendi told us that 
'Abdu'l-Baha visualized ships carry
ing the kings of the earth, laying an
chor at the port of Haifa, disem
barking, proceeding bareheaded and 
barefooted, carrying garlands of 
flowers and flower baskets with pre
cious stones, approaching the Thresh
old, laying down their crowns, pros
trating themselves and sacrificing 
their crowns a 5 offerings." 

Bah6'f Representative to 
UN Conference 

Mr. Stanley Bolton, Jr. will rep
resent the Baha'is of Australia and 
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New Zealand at a U ni ted Nation' s 
Non - Governmental Organizations 
Conference to be held in Manila. 
Philippines the latter part of Oc
tober. 

INDIA. PAKISTAN AND BURMA 

Indian's Success in Australi. Lecturing 

Mrs. Shirin Fozdar of India writes 
from Australia, where she is lectur
ing, that her trip has been very suc
cessful. She has been speaking at 
the rate of two to four lectures a 
day. While in Perth she made four 
hroadcasts in six days. She also re
ports that the newspapers are giving 
good publicity. 

Mrs. Fozdar says that it is some· 
thing of a surprise to the Australian 
people with their racial hatred for 
Asia tics that an Indian has gone to 
lecture to them. Her lectures are 
well attended and women's organiza
tions particularly are eager to have 
her speak to them. 

New Era School Anniversary 

The New Era School in Panchgani 
celebrated it's 8th School Anniver
sary on the 1st of August, 1952. Many 
of the local friends and some par
ents and guardians from Bombay 
and Poona attended the function. 

Persian Bah .. '! Granted Scholarship 

Mr. Htishmand Fateh Azam 01 
'fihr an U ni versi ty and a member of 
the Library of Tihran University t 
Faculty of Arts, has been granted 
a Government of India Scholarship 
for study at Shanteneketan, Bolepur. 
Tagore University. He will serve the 
Faith during his two year stay at 
this University. 

Singapore 

News has recently been received 
that the Singapore Assembly has 
been registered with the Government 
Wlder the Societies Act, and this 
news has been gazetted by the Gov· 
emrnent. 

Fiji 

David Ali an Indian Baha'i youth 
of Suva. Fiji Islands, writes to say: 

"I am an Indian Bah .. ', youth of 

Some 01 the Bah&'is aDd friends of Belsblld, FiDIaDd. There &Hi DOW eleven BaM'isJ 

lncludln.: ODe y.aih. iD FID1and. MIss Josephine K~. American pioneer 10 FtnJaIld. 
is sea-ted center~ bottom row. 

sixteen and am a member of the 
Suva Baha'i group. At present I am 
in High SchooL We have eight adults. 
and four youths here including my
self. We also have a Fijian native 
in the cohorts of Baha'u'llah, the first 
one of his race. 

"An Indian Baha'i teacher from 
the Australian National Assembly in
vited us and introduced the Faith 
from Qur'imic angle to the orthodox 
and bigoted Sunni Muslims here. 
Their response was only jeers and 
mocks. The seed has been planted 
and already a handful of Baha'is 
have shaken about 25,000 Muslims in 
Fiji. They have given out a written 
fatva to their colleagues to disasso
ciate themselves entirely from the 
Baha'is. They think that a handful of 
Baha'is can do more damage than a 
battalion. It is indeed a great con
cern to them, For us this is only a 
passing phase, for we know that 
nothing in this world can arrest the 
growth of the Faith. The Muslims 
c an not harm us 1 they are only full 
of hot air, but there are a few mis
chief mongers." 

JAPAN 

Sectional Meeting of the 39th 
Esperanto Congress of Japan 

Held for B.h&~5 

In Kyoto, Japan, the 39th Esper
anto Congress of Japan was held 

September 21 to 23. About 300 Esper
antists gathered at the Kyoto Uni
versity Hall; they came from all 
parts of Japan. 

A unique feature of the Congress 
was that for the first time one of the 
sectional meetings was designated 
for the Baha'is. This meeting was 
arranged by Tokujiro Torii, the first 
blind Esperantist of Japan and the 
second person to become a Baha'i in 
Japan-he embraced the Faith in 
1916. Mr. Torii today is the Vice 
Principal of the Kyoto Government 
School for the Blind. 

Miss Agnes Alexander, who writes 
of this Congress, attended as a Baha'i 
Esperantist and presented greetings 
from the Local Spiritual Assembly of 
Tokyo. She also spoke on the Baha'i 
Faith in three of the sixteen sec
tional meetings; one for the women, 
lor the blind. and for the Baha'is. 
Among those who attended the last 
meeting, three were blind. 

The high point of the Congress 
came when Mr. Torii was called to 
report on the Blind and Baha'i sec
tions. As he was guided to the plat· 
form, the entire Congres's in one ac
cord broke into a prolonged and 
hearty applause. With his finger tips 
he read his Braille notes as he spoke 
in fluent Esperanto. The seeds sown 
by Mr. Torii, particularly among the 
blind and those associated with them 
are now bearing fruit. 

II 
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BAHA'I CONTACTS 
AT SAMPSON AIR FORCE BASE 

The Spiritual Assembly of Geneva, 
N. Y., will be happy to provide a 
Baha'i contact for believers, their 
friends and interested persons who 
pass through or are stationed at 
Sampson Air Force Base, located 
near Geneva. 

Correspondence concerning this 
should be addressed to the Geneva 
Assembly as listed in Baha'i Direc
tory. 

BAHA'I HOLY DAYS 
RECOGNIZED IN WILMINGTON 

The Spiritual Assembly of Wil· 
mington, Delaware, applied to the 
Superintendent of Public Schools for 
recognition of the Baha'! Holy Days, 
and received favorable action. 

In a letter dated May 15, 1952, 
the Superintendent wrote the Assem. 
bly "to ad vise that we shaH notify 
our principals of the holidays oJ>. 
served by members of the Baha'i 
Faith and will report that they treat 
absences of children on these days 
in the manner similar to that fol
lowed with U10se of other faiths." 

BAHA'I BRIEFS 

From Santa Paula, Cali!. comes 
the news that a local Baha'I has been 
teaching a Sunday School clas s in 
the Universalist Church at the invi
tation of the Minister. She has been 
given a free hand to teach religions 
from the broad aspect, and 10 year
oids there are now acquainted with 
all of the Divine Manifestations. 

Long Island will present public 
meetings every month in the Garden 
City Hotel. Each meeting will feature 
both a guest speaker and a Bah&. 'i 
speaker. 

New Haven, Conn. reports the visit 
to the home of some isolated be
lievers by five members of the com
munity. Because of this visit a Fire
side was held with neighbors of the 
isolated couple. This reminds us that 
we never know what we will find at 
the other end of such a visit, and 
even though a Fireside does not al
ways result, the joy and feHowship 
brought to the isolated Baha'is can 
never be measured. 

Eastern Mass. and R.I. have as 
Goal Cities Cambridge, Mass., Ips· 
wich, Mass., and East Providence, 
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To Foster the Spirit of Unity 
"With hearts cleansed from the least trace of suspicion and filled with 

hope and faith in what the spirit of love can achieve, we must one and 
all endeavor at this moment to forget past impreSSions, and with 
absolute good-will and genuine cooperation unite in deepening and 
diffusing the spirit of love and service that the Cause has thus far so 
remarkably shown to the world. 

"Does not 'Abdu'l-Baha wish us, as He looks down upon us with loving 
expectation from His glorious Station. to obliterate as much as possible 
all traces of censure, of conflicting discussions, of cooling remarks, ot 
petty unnecessary observations that impede the onward march of the 
Cause, that damp the zeal of the firm believer and detract from the 
sublimity of the Baha'i Cause in the eyes of the inquirer? ... PI 

SHOOHI EFFEN"DI~ Bahd'i Administration, pp. 18 and 19 

R.1. The RTC is looking for volun
teer settlers and pioneers for these 
areas. 

Milwaukee, Wis. presented a talk 
over radio station WTMJ which of· 
fers free time in rotation to all mem
bers of the Milwaukee County Coun· 
cil of Churches. Another broadcast 
is scheduled for May 24, 1953. 

In Berkeley, Calif. the community 
has had recent success at getting 
traveling Baha'is interviewed over 
station KLX on a women's program. 
There are times when we cannot af
ford to be too modest about talents 
and backgrounds that will serve to 
spread the word about the Faith. 

Washington, D.C. carried the story 
of Qurratu'I.'Ayn to the public when 
a member was a hIe to have two let
ters to the editor published in news
papers reminding the general pub
lic that she was the first woman to 
give her life for the emancipation of 
women. 

In one month six believers in far 
off Anchoraget Alaska were able to 
hold 32 Firesides, 19 of them being 
by one member. 

Rochester, N. Y. and vicinity 
Saha'is are sponsoring a series of 
ten monthly meetings at the Hotel 
Seneca. 

Wauwatosa, Wis. reports a public 
meeting held at noon in the dining 
room of a local hotel. This luncheon 
meeting was attended by about 75 
people t 40 of whom were non
Baha'is. Following the talk, Tuesday 
afternoon Firesides were announced 
for those who were interested in at
tending. The regular evening Fire
sides were also publicized. The in· 
teresting thing about this meeting 
is that it was promoted largely 
through the efforts of one member 
of the Community and one member 
of the Town of Wauwatosa Group. It 

is very inspirational to know that so 
much can be accomplished by only 
two determined people. 

And from West Hollywood ·and Los 
Angeles, Calif. comes news of social 
get-togethers sponsored by individual 
members of the communities to ac
quaint people with the Faith. Once 
a month a children's reception is 
held, and plans now call for a 
Spanish Baha'i Reception to be held 
to supplement the Spanish speaking 
Fireside held each Saturday evening. 

WHY SUPPORT THE FUND7 

An answer to this question has 
been received and it should cause us 
all to stop and reflect for a few mo
ments upon it. Says the writer, HWe 
are told that when we give, the 
bounties we will receive in the Abha 
Kingdom are unspeakably glorious. 
This is a wonderful and very beau
tiful promise, yet one of the great
est qualities of a BaM'j is his un· 
selfish devotion and interest in his 
fellow man and humanity, with no 
thought of self. Let us face our fund 
from the aspect that we are all 
striving to become Baha'is to the 
greatest extent of our ability and ca
pacity. With this in mind, and for
getful of self, the answer we get to 
our question is this: We are giving 
our money in exchange for the ad
vancement of humanity, promoting 
the oneness of mankind, for the se
curi ty of posterity. and most impor
tant of all-the speedy establishment 
of peace on earth under the protec
tion of Baha 'u 'llab.. Reflect, medi
tate, and pray, and you will see 
many more and won<lerful God-given 
bounties that can be gained. in ex
change for our insignificant sacri
fices." 
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Pic1ure 01 Temple JaDdsc&pi:q' from the 10111' walk appreaehialr the Temple from the comer 01 Sherid.aa Road aDd LbuieD. AveDDe. 

DEDICATION OF THE 
HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The completion of the Temple 
landscape design, and the public 
dedication of the House of Worship, 
are events of intense interest and 
supreme importance to American 
Baha'is. To that fulfilment fifty years 
of unified effort have been devoted. 
and for that consummation every 
believer has contributed from his 
heart and from his material means. 

The Temple stands today in its 
majesty as a demonstration of 
Baha'i unity, an embodiment of 
Baha'i history in North America, 
and the most impressive evidence 
throughout the West of the spiritual 

potency of the Faith of Baha'u'llah. 
The dedication will take place On 

Saturday, May 2, 1953, a distinctive 
public feature of our worldwide Holy 
Year celebrations and a demonstra
tion of the universality of the Faith 
revealed for the regeneration of the 
peoples of the world. This gathering 
of Baha'is and non-Baha'is for wor
ship in the great aUditorium will be 
preceded by a public meeting, Fri
day evening, May 1, when speakers 
will tell the historic story of the 
Temple, explain its architectural 
and engineering elements t and pre
sent its spiritual meaning and pur
pose. 

Concerning the nature of worship 
in the Temple, the Guardian wrote 
on July 29, 1946: "The nature of 
these gatherings is for prayer. med
itation and the reading of writings 
from the S~cred Scriptures of our 
Faith and of other Faiths; there can 
be one or a number of readers; any 

Baha'i chosen, or even non-BaM'i, 
may read. The gathering should be 
simple, dignified, and designed to 
uplift the soul and educate it through 
hearing the creative Word. No 
speeches may be made, no extra
neous matter introduced ... Vocal 
music alone may be used and the 
position of the singer or singers is 
also a matter for your Assembly to 
decide after receiving the advice of 
experts," 

It is wholly mysterious and prov
idential that consecration of the 
completed Temple should coincide 
with the worldwide celebration of 
the Centenary of the Birth of the 
B aha' i Revelation, and the Cente .. 
nary itself occur at a time of darkest 
crisis in human affairs, Tremendous 
forces converge and give this event 
extraordinary historic importance 
and extraordinary spiritual influ
ence. The Sun of Truth rises toward 
the zenith. and the epic process of 
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destruction and construction is in
tensified. 

We have the testimony of 'Abdu'l
Bahit Himself, whose Presence in 
1912 blessed the Temple site and 
made this the holiest House of Wor
Ship ever to be constructed in the 
Baha'i war Id. 

"When the MaWriqu'l-Adhkar is 
accomplished, when the lights are 
emanating therefrom, the righteous 
ones are presenting themselves 
therein, the prayers are performed 
with supplication towards the mys
terious Kingdom, the voice of glorifi
cation is raised to the Lord, the 
Supreme. then the believers shall 
rejoice, the hearts shall be dilated 
and overflow with the love of the 
All-living and Self-existent. The peo
ple shall hasten to worship in that 
beavenly Temple, the fragrances of 
God will be elevated, the divine 
teachings will be established in the 
hearts like the establishment of the 
Spirit in mankind; the people will 
then stand firm in the Cause of your 
Lord, the Merciful. Praise and greet
ings be upon you." 

The Master also revealed the fol
lowing: ". . . . the founding of this 
MaIDriqu'I-Adhkar is to be the in
ception of the organization of the 
Kingdom. Therefore it is important 
and is an expression of the upraising 
of the Evident Standard, which is 
waving in the center of that Con
tinent, and the results and effects of 
which will become manifest in the 
hearts and spirits." 

The Guardian's words concerning 
the dedication were written in his 
letter dated November 23, 1951: "An
other special feature of the celebra
tions of this Jubilee will be the con
secration of the first Ma~riqu'l~ 
Aofuk{tr of the West for public wor
ship on the occasion of its comple
tion, fifty years after its inception. 
This official opening should also take 
place in conjunction with the 1953 
annual Convention. Representatives 
of different religious denominations 
should be invited to attend and if 
possible participate. Non-Baha',s 
should, likewise, be invited to be 
present. Readings from the Sacred 
Scriptures of various Faiths should 
be carefully selected and read on 
this solemn occasion. The Press and 
Radio should be utilized to give pub
licity to this celebration. All Na
tional Assemblies throughout the 
Baha'j World should be invited by 
your Assembly to send representa· 
tives on this historic occasion." 

NOVEMBEI. 1952 

Temple la.ndsca-ping progress, showib,g' Chinese JUDlper trees liDIQg .. few of the 
approaches to the Temple. The dark clrcle in tb.e center is the bechmtDl' of a a1illkeJl 

garden, of which there wiD be biDe, in betweeb the nine walks. 

The Guardian's answers to ques· 
tions about the use of the Temple 
addressed to him by the National 
Assembly have been published in 
Baha'i News, September, 1952. 

In accordance with this direction 
the National Assembly has ap
pointed a Temple Dedication Com
mittee to prepare the program for 
the public meeting on Friday eve
ning, May 1, and for the dedication 
on May 2, and the committee is mak.~ 
ing an active study of the elements 
entering into these two gatherings, 

On Friday afternoon, May 1, the 
Anniversary of the Master's Pres~ 
ence at the Temple site in 1912, a 
suitable gathering for Baha'is only 
will be held in the auditorium to 
commemorate that event. This 
meeting is not part of the public 
dedication, 

Since the dedication of the House 
of Worship is an event associated 
so intimately with the feelings and 
thoughts of the whole American 
Baha'i community, the committee 
welcomes suggestions from the 
friends communicated through their 
Local Assembly or Regional Teach· 
ing Committee at the earliest possi~ 
ble date. 

TEMPLE DEDICATION COM
MITTEE-Paul E. Haney, Mrs. Cor
inne True, Allen B. McDaniel, Carl 
Scheffler, Albert R. Windust, Horace 
Holley, Chairman. 

NATIONAL YOUTH COMMITTEE 

n New Horizons of U nity" 
Sh11 Available 

The National Youth Committee 
have recently published a pamphlet 
which gives a brief explanation of 
the Baha'i Faith with an excerpt 
from 'Abdu'I~Baha's writings and a 
paragraph from a letter from the 
Guardian to the youth. Also included 
in the pamphiet is 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
"Prayer For All Nations" and the 
nine texts taken from the writings 
of Baha'u'llah which appear in the 
interior of the Temple. 

This pamphlet was sent out in the 
World Youth Day kits for the 1952 
World Youth Day held in March. 
There are still some of these pam~ 
phlets available at $1.50 per hun
dred. 

Guardian Urge, Youth 
to Prepare for Pioneering 

The Guardian recently sent a let· 
ter to the youth telling of his desire 
that they seriously consider a pro.
fession or trade that might insure 
them of a. post in a pioneer field in 
Africa, the Pacific Islands, or Asia, 
and in which they could earn their 
living while serving the Cause as 
well. 
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Bahi.~is atteading the Europeaa Teaeb.iD.J' CoDfereace and Summer School. September, 1952~ LuxembeurC. 

EUROPEAN TEACHING COMMITTEE 

European Teaching Conference 
and Summer School 

Th", Fifth Annual European Teach
mg Conference and Third Annual 
European Teaching Summer School 
took place in Luxembourgville, Lux
em bourg August 30 through Septem
ber 7. As expressed by the Guardian 
m his cable greeting, this marked 
U(the)conelusion (of the) series (of 
the) memorable annual gatherings, 
leaving (an) indelible imprint (on 
the) annals (of the) second stage (of 
the) evolution (of) 'Abdu'l-Bahii.'s 
Divine Plan.. ." Thus this Confer
ence was indeed an historic one. The 
Guardian's cable message to those 
assembled in this gathering was a 
sober and fateful one but the new be
lievers in the ten Goal countries 
whom the Guardian said ~·consti
tuted (the) core (of the) vanguard 
(of the) army, singled out by (the) 
Lord (of) Hosts (for the) quickening 
(and) ultimate conquest (of the) 
spiritually slumbering continent. 
. . _ " demonstrated not only a 
realization of this vital moment in 
the growth of the Faith but their 
complete willingness and capacity 
to assume their full responsibility in 
the forthcoming momentous Global 
Crusade. 

Following is a firsthand report of 
the Conference and Summer School 

by an American Baha'i visitor pres
ent at both occasions. 

Luxembourg! 
The smallest and most invaded 

country in Europe. A cross roads of 
culture and conquest for centuries. 
Today a country that is rapidly heal
ing its war wounds; a free market 
in the center of western Europe. A 
land of conservative, courageous 
people; a stronghold of religious or
thodoxy. 

The capital elty of Luxembourg 
was the goal of Baha'is on August 
29th. 

We arrived by bus and train along 
with Schuman Plan officials-was it 
mere chance that had brought us 
here at the moment when the six na
tions of the Schuman Plan had come 
to arrange for greater unity? 1 

The evening of the 29th was an m
formal reception at the famous Ca
sino. Here we were to eat and study 
together for a week. Saturday morn
ing the Conference was officially 
opened. The four Hands of the Cause 
who were sent: Mr. Ugo Giachery. 
Dr. Hermann Grossmann, Mr. Adel
bert Muhlschlegel and Mr. Zikrullah 
Khadem-read the opening prayers. 
How blessed we felt by their pres
ence! 

Mr. Claude Levy, the Chairman of 
the Luxembourgville Assembly wel
comed us to his country. The local 
believers and pioneers had worked 
long hours to make us happy and 

comfortable. Miss Edna True, Chair
man of the Conference, greeted us 
in the name of the European Teach
ing Committee, National Spiritual 
Assembly and believers of the Unit
ed States. She pictured the accom
plishments to date: 18 Assemblies 
and over 500 believers io the ten goal 
countries. Then told of the work 
ahead io launching the World Cru
sade in which the Guardian has given 
Europe a vital part. 

Next came the moment most ea
gerly awaited - the reading of the 
Guardian's cable to the Conference; 
His love and guidance engulfed us. 
He was proud of our achievements 
but in the resistless march of the 
Cause ahead we had only begun. 

u .•• Earnestly appeal (to) all 
participants (in the) phenomenal 
birth (and) rise (of the) communities 
constituting weighty elements (in 
the) life (of the) firmly knit world 
Baha'i family (to) prepare them
selves during present Conference 
(for the) future close collaboration 
(with the) long established sister 
communities (m the) British Isles, 
France, (and) Germany (to) meet 
(the) challenge (of the) maior stren
uous task constituting (the) pivot (of 
the) deliberations (of the) approach
ing Stockholm Inter--continental Con
ference, designed (to) expand (and) 
consolidate (the) framework (of the) 
administrative order (of the) Faith 
(of) Bahii.'u'lliih (m the) north, south, 
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west (and) heart (of the) European 
Continent, foreshadowing (the) 
launching (of) future enterprises (in) 
collaboration (with the) German, 
Persian, 'Iraqi Baha'i Commwri
ties, calculated (to) extend (the) 
regenerating influence (of the) 
same order (to) eastern (and) south
eastern territories (of the) same con
tinent (and) eventually beyond its 
confines, across (the) Ural Moun
taJru (to the) north, west (and) ul
timately (to the) heart (of the) Asi-
atic Continent. Stop .... H • 

(Full text of this cable is carried 
elsewhere in this issue). 

Men tally we were packing ba gs, 
making plans. The Channel Isles, 
Orkney Isles, Siberia, Tibet - would 
one need a horse or mule for Tibet! 
This was a group who knew what 
action and sacrifice meant and their 
hearts flew ahead to the tasks to 
come. Miss Honor Kempton read 
other messages to the Conference, 
warm and cordial messages, by let
ter and cable conveying the grateful 
acknowledgement of tasks achieved 
and loving best wishes for future 
accomplishments, from the Ameri
can National Assembly, a warm and 
tender letter from the ETC and from 
the friends in many places. We felt 
the oneness of the Baha'i World Com
munity. 

Then came the Roll Call. Do you 
know what a Roll Call means here 
in Europe? Six years ago not a hand
ful would have responded. Now the 
cOWltries were called, one by one
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Holland, 
-across Europe we went-Turkey. 
Egypt, Persia. Shining faces stood, 
souls that had been "found, U the 
vanguard of the Lord of Hosts. Twen
ty-one countries represented, one 
hundred and thirty-two believers 
present. "Look what God has 
wrought" was upon our lips. 

Saturday afternoon we settled 
down to study and consultation. The 
study for the week was divided into 
five aspects: 

1. The spiritual development and 
responsibility of the indi
vidual. 

2. Building the Administration. 
3. Teaching the Cause - The Di

vine Plan 
4. The history of the Faith and 

its Significance Today. 
5. Preparation for the Jubilee 

Year-The Stockholm Confer
ence. 

Else Steinmetz started us off with 

her talk on "Baha'u'lIa.h's Convenant 
in Action." "Cast away that which 
you possess and on the wings of de
tachment, soar beyond all created 
things." (Baha 'u'llah.) ... OWings. 
Symbol of the rhythmic motion of 
life itself, of ascent and descent, ris
ing and falling, coming and going. 
Upon this principle of attraction and 
repulsion, depend the order and maj
esty of both the physical and spirit
ual world. With the same rhythmic 
certainty which the physical sun pur
sues to draw the planets toward i t
seH, so a living God regularly draws 
His creatures scattered in darkness 
back to the light-the light of a new 
Revelation.' , 

The talks had been mimeographed 
in three Janguages-English, French 
and German. A tremendous task, but 
it lifted the barrier of language. 

The Hands of the Cause gave free
ly of their knowledge in the excel
lent discussion periods. The follow
ing are a few of their remarks: 

Mr. Khadem: 
"If we did not have the Guardian 
what could we as believers ac
complish? The unity and love 
which exists among the believers 
has never existed to the same de
gree before because previous Dis
pensations did not have the Cove
nant and the Guardian . . . 
"The Guardian is bringing into 
reality the goal in the human 
world-the Kingdom of God upon 
earth. The tent which Baha'u'llcih 
used on M t. Carmel and under 
which He wrote the Tablet of Car
mel will be pitched again upon the 
same spot. 
"The original copy of the iqan is 
now in Haifa. Dicta ted by 
Baha'u'llcih, 'Abdu'l-Baha wrote 
the manuscript when He was six
teen years old. It is marked in 
the margin by Baha'u'llilh's own 
hand." 

Dr. Grossmann: 
"Love and obedience for the be
liever are as two wings to func
tion in the Covenant. The Cove
nant is a unity of different ele
ments. 

1. Acknowledgement of the 
Prophet 

2. Changing of one's character 
3. Learning and studying the 

teachings 
4. Living the Administration 

All four of these elements are 
necessary in our lives." 
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Mr. Giachery: 
"The Italo-Swiss Convention plans 
are taking shape. Tentative dates 
are April 24 and 25. 
"Purity of heart is most essential 
for every believer. We can not 
really know prayer until we have 
this. 
"There aTe ways that we can lift 
the burden the Guardian carries 
and bring him happiness. 

1. To have love and unity among 
the friends. 

2. To form new Assemblies 
3. Pioneers going into virgin ter

ritory 
4. Increased membership 
5. Firm establishment of the Ad-

ministration 
These are the gifts we may give 
him! 
"The stained glas s windows for 
the Shrine of the Bab have arrived 
in Haifa. They were made in Italy 
from a design of Mr. Maxwell's." 

Mr. Muhlschlegel: 
" ILove me that I may love thee.' 
(Baha 'u'llilh.) This is the care of 
the Covenant. The Covenant is 
God's promise to man that He will 
help us, has helped us. But we 
must let ourselves be assisted. 
"In former times man was not 
acquainted with the laws of na
ture, but he knew he needed God! 
Now man knows nature but he 
thinks he does not need God! 
'Abdu'l-Baha's tablet to Dr. Fore! 
shows the unbeliever the way to 
God. When we teach man to know 
God then we can teach him of the 
Covenant," 
The hours and days slipped by. 

Lilian Wyss, Theo Beets, Louis 
Henuzet, Guillo J acoviello and Anita 
Ioas gave the keynote talks, preced
ing the consultation periods of the 
Conference. 

Monday night was the closing of 
the three day Conference. A Unity 
Banquet was held. Our lecture hall 
in the Casino had been transformed. 
We sat down at long flower decked 
tables with a red rose for each per
son to pin over the heart. 

Honor Kempton and Suzette Hipp, 
(the first Luxembourgan to accept 
the Faith) were co-chairmen. Miss 
Hipp expressed in' her opening re
marks the sentiment of us all. That 
we were more grateful than words 
could express for the bounty of 
knowing of God's Covenant today
for the Divine Plan of 'Abdu'l-Bahll 
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which had brought the ETC and pio
neers to Europe-for the great love 
and guidance of the Guardian. She 
reminded us that this would be the 
last of the European Teaching Con
ferences . Next year we would be in 
Stockholm and the work from now 
on would be in Regional setups. Eyes 
were misty as she told how deeply 
the European believers appreciated 
the devotion and help from America. 
"We send our heartfelt thanks to you 
all. tt 

Miss Kempton called upon the 
Hands of the Cause and then a rep
resentative from each Community 
and country. "Thank you, thank 
Godu was said over and over and 
the love that poured from the hearts 
created an unforgettable a tmos
phere. We seemed to forget time and 
space and be aware only of the unity 
between earth and heaven. 

Tuesday morning came, and the 
Summer School Sessions began. 
Charlotte Stirratt, Ned Blackmer, 
Amelia Bowman, Honor Kempton, 
Eleanor Hollibaugh, Virgiula Orbi
son, Eugen Schmidt, David Hofman 
and Edna True were our teachers. 
We could not help but spread our 
wings under such tutelage. It was 
rna ture study and discussion. 

At noon on Thursday we tuned in 
on an historic radio broadcast. A 
Baha 'f interview had been requested 
by the most powerful radio station 
in all Europe "Radio-Luxembourg!" 
It was the first time the Faith had 
been given over such a wide area. 

Friday afternoon was recreation 
time. We piled into two big busses, 
our destination Echternach, a city 
rich in tradition and architecture. 
Here Saint Willibrord came about 987 
A.D. to bring Christianity to Luxem
bourg. As we wandered through the 
tiny streets and squares we spoke the 
name of Baha'u'llah, but little did 
the passive priests realize that the 
hope of Europe had come! As we 
gathered by our busses to return, Mr. 
Khadem told us of the death of the 
chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Persia. Our joy was 
suddenly turned into grief. 

Friday evening was the public 
meeting. Mme. Lea Nys spoke in 
French on the "Reconstruction of 
Human Society," Dr. Grossmann, in 
German, on the "Regeneration of 
Individual Man." It was a triumph 
to have the press come. Never have 
we heard the Cause more convinc
ingly presented! 

Sunday night was the Feast of 
Power-our last hours together. The 
prayer for Shoghi Effendi was said 
in twelve languages; we heard the 
record of the Master's Voice. Tea 
was served to Us by the Hands of 
the Cause. A gift of Turkish paste 
had been brought by Mr. Doktoroglu 
of Istanbul. Our hearts and minds 
were filled to overflowing. How great 
had been the gifts of the week to
gether. We wanted to linger but there 
were tasks ahe ad. "Good bye! See 
you in Stockholm" were our last 
words. 

U,S, AFRICA COMMITTEE 

Committee plans to have five new 
pioneers in the field this month en
countered unexpected and severe 
difficulties and delays. But our ef
forts are continuing on the five proj~ 
ects which will carry these Ameri~ 
can pioneers to the Gold Coast, Ken~ 
ya and Liberia. 

From the Collisons in Kampala 
has come another of those long in
teresting letters of life and events in 
Africa. They relate that the Guard
ian said to Ted Cardell: "r am living 
fO'I' the day when the African Baha'is 
come to see me in Haifa." The Col
lisons are expecting a car which 
was shipped them, and when it 
comes they are daring to dream that 
they will be able to drive to Haifa 
with some of the African believers. 
We pray that this dream may come 
true. The Collisons also stated that 
the Africans are intensely interested 
in America and American life. Many 
ask about the status of the Negro in 
American life, and what seems to 
impress them most about the BahA'is 
is their fairness and sincere ap
proach to the Africans as human be
ings. 

The Collisons' description of Ali 
Nakjawani's method of teaching the 
Faith to the native Africans was 
most interesting. He is a master at 
giving things simply, forcefully and 
an artist at using examples and an
alogies within the African's experi
ence and natural surroundings. Mrs. 
Collison states that the Africans like 
the talks of 'Ahdu'l-Baha, POTtais to 
F,reedom, the Chosen Highway and 
stories about 'Abdu'l-Bahlt. They 
love the prayers and are anxious to 
have prayer books of their own. 

The Collisons have been writing 
long interesting letters to their 
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Mary aDd Rex CoWson, first Amerlca.a 
pioneers to Kampala. Up.nda. Mr~ aDd 
Mrs. ColUaoD are hosts aDd caretakers 
at the new Haziraiu'l-Quds at Kampala... 
News of the Collisons is to be found In 

the U. S. Africa. Committee report. 

friends, and were advised that their 
longest letler was published in three 
installments in the Geyservill. 
Press, their American hometown 
paper. 

The Ka mpala Conference 

For those interested in news and 
information on the coming Kampala 
Conference, the First Interconti
nental Conference, more news and 
information has come in: 

DATE: February 12 to 18, 1953 
PLACE: Kampala Uganda, Brit
ish East Africa 
PASSPORTS AND VISAS 
NEEDED: Apply to the State 
Department of your Country for 
a passport to visit British East 
Africa. Then Apply to the Brit
ish Consul of your city (or the 
nearest city where one is lo
cated) for a Visitor's Visa to 
visit British East Africa. These 
applications should be filed as 
soon as possible. 
If you intend to visit Haifa while 
on the way to or from the Con
ference you will need permis
sion from the Guardian and also 
a visa from the Israeli Consul. 
INOCULATIONS: Certificates 
showing small pox and yellow 
fever inoculations are required 
in order to attend the Kampala 
Conference. Since Kampala is 
not far from the cholera belt it 
would be well to have inocula
tions for cholera. 
TRAVEL: Persons who intend 
to visit the Conference and Haifa 
may leave New York, Monday, 
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afternoon and with stops in 
Shannon, Paris, Geneva, Milan, 
Rome and Athens, will arrive in 
Tel Aviv, Israel the following 
Wednesday morning. The short 
trip from Tel Aviv to Haifa may 
be made by plane or train. (This 
is the route submitted by Cook's 
Agency.) 

The British OVerseas Airways 
Corporation (BOAC) has sub
mitted the following route which 
is Hconsidered the fastest and 
most direct" Boston-London -
Nicosia (a British Island), Hai
fa_ Then Haifa - Nicosia - Khar
toum-Entebbe (Kampala). 

On return trip, arrangements 
could be made to stop at cities 
serviced by BOAC according to 
the wishes of the traveler. 

The ouly round trip fare that has 
as yet been obtained is the first 
class round trip fare to Kam
pala, which is $1,432.80. This fare 
can be cut materially by travel
ling from New York to London 
and return, tourist class and dur
ing off-season, i.e. November 
and March inclusive. 

AMERICAN NATIONAL 
TEACHING COMMITIEE 

Tips for Teaching 

"Perhaps the reason why you have 
not accomplished so much in the 
field of teaching is the extent you 
have looked upon your own weak
nesses and inabilities to spread the 
Message. Baha'u'llah and the Master 
have both urged us repeatedly to dis
regard our own handicaps and lay 
our whole reliance upon God. He will 
come to our aid if we only arise and 
become an active channel for God's 
Grace. 

• 'Do you think it is the teachers 
who make converts and change 
human hearts ? No, surely not. They 
are ouly pure souls who take the 
first steps and then let the spirit of 
Baha'u'll3.h move and make use of 
them. If anyone of them should 
even for a second think, or consider 
his achievements as due to his own 
capacities~ his work is ended and 
his fall starts. This is the fact why 
so many competent souls have, aft
er wonderful services, -. suddenly 
found themselves utterly impotent 
and perhaps thrown aside by the 
spirit of the Cause as useless souls. 

The criterion is the extent to which 
we are ready to have the will of 
God work through us." 
~ Letter from the Guardian, 

through his secretary, to Mrs. Marie 
Hopper, October 26, 1933. 

A bulletin, "Suggestions for Open
ing a New City to the Baha'i Faith," 
ha s been prepared by the American 
National Teaching Committee. These 
suggestions are based on actual, 
successful experiences of Regional 
Teaching Committees, the Baha'i 
Groups, and pioneer settlers and 
teachers over a period of years in 
opening new cities to the Faith. They 
are offered in the hope that they 
may prove helpful to other Re
gional Teaching Committees, Baha'i 
Groups, settlers and extension teach
ing committees of Local Spiritual 
Assemblies in the present national 
effort to expand and consolidate the 
home front. It is recognized that this 
is not the ouly plan that can achieve 
these goals, but many of the ele
ments of the plan may offer ideas 
that can be incorporated in the 
teaching programs planned or al
ready under way in new cities. Cop
ies of this bulletin may be obtained 
on request from the Secretary of 
your Regional Teaching Committee. 

BAHA'I SERVICE FOR THE BLIND 

Memorial Gift to 
Bah&'f Service for the Blind 

Braille plates for The Open DOO1' 
have been presented to this Commit
tee in memory of Marion Longyear. 
This gift has made it pos sible for the 
Committee to publish The Open 
Door in Braille, Grade 2. This much
needed pamphlet is now being of
fered at 65c per copy. 

Braille Kit 

In order to meet the demand for 
our Jubilee Year, a new kit of 
Braille literature has been assemM 

bled in a most attractive assert
ments of colors. It is really a double
edged teaching tool-useful to the 
blind and an attraction to the 
sighted, designed to be· used for con
tact work, for blind inquirers at
tending classes or firesides, and for 
very colorful displays at all types of 
Baha'i meetings. 
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The kit consists of: 
1. The Bahci'i House of Worship 
2. Communion with God 
3. The Open Door 
4. The Nine-Inscription Booklet (2 

copies) 
Priced at only $2.50, it is now 

available at 
Baha'i Service for the Blind 
616 North Oxford Avenue 
Los Angeles 4, California 

JUBILEE COMMITTEE 

VVere you Present7 

The Jubilee Committee would like 
to have the names and addresses of 
all Baha'!s living, who were present 
on the grounds of the Temple when 
'Abdu'l-Baha dedicated the Temple 
site, on May 1, 1912. 

If you were one of those fortunate 
few who attended that wonderful 
ceremony, please send your name 
and address to Dr. Katherine True, 
418 Forest Avenue, Wilmette, Illi
nois. 

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS AND 
CHANGES 

Local Spiritual Assemblies: 
GREENWICH, CONN., 

Mrs. Juliette Meade, Act. Sec'y. 
69 Northfield St. 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 
Mrs. Laura Walsh, See'y. 
% Mrs. Viola Thomson 
414 Clancy Ave., N.E. 

JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK 
Mr. Elias Laughlin, See'y. 
16 Valley St. 

DALLAS, TEXAS 
Mrs. Allene Squires, Sec'y. 
7002 Fillmore Place 

Regional Teaching Committees: 
RTC of Oregon 

Mrs. Zara Dunne, Secretary 
P.O. Box 846, Astoria, Ore. 

RTC of Texas 
Mrs. Inez L. Butterfield, Act. Sec'y. 
3409 Mt. Vernon, Houston, Texas 

RTC of Ohio 
Mrs. Florence M. Reeb, Act. 
Sec'y. 
2803 Sherwood Rd., Apt. A 
Columbus, Ohio 
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Consider in what a great age thou 
hast stepped into the world of exist
ence and under the shadow of what 
an Ensign of Guidance thou wert 
sheltered and a tlained the hope and 
greatest desire of the saints! 
If thou dost arise to comply wi th 

1hat which is deemed worthy of this 
favor and is a duty. thou shalt ob
serve 1hat this Guidance is the crown 
of eternal sovereignty and this at
tainment is everlasting glory. happi
ness and the means of the forgive
ness of sins and the lamp of eternal 
life in 1he Kingdom of Heaven. 

• • • 
o ye real friends! Make ye an 

effort that this universe may become 
another universe and this darkened 
world find a ray of the Sun of Truth 
and. become luminous and refulgent. 

* * • 
The material world is gloomy. 

Praise be to God! thou hast been 
led to 1he illumined realm. Darkness 
hath environed all the inhabitants of 
the globe, but thou hast found guid
ance. The souls are dead; thou hast 
been quickened through the Spirit of 
Truth. The eyes are blind; thine eyes 
became bright by beholding the 
lights. The ears are deaf; thou has t 
heard the voice of the Merciful One. 

• * • 
The essence of all exhortation is 

that thou shouldst abandon thyself 
and sacrifice life, body and heart 
for the Beloved One of the world. 

• • • 
If thou seekest to be intoxicated 

with the Cup of the Most Mighty 
Gift, cut thyself from the world and 
be quit of self and desire. Exert thy
self night and day until spiritual 
powers may penetrate thy heart and 
soul. Abandon the body and the ma
terial, until the merciful powers may 
become manifest; because not until 
the soil is become pure will it de
velop through the heavenly bounty; 
not until the heart is purified, will 
the radiance of the Sun of Truth 
shine therein. I beg of God that thou 
wilt day by day increase the purity 
of thy heart, the cheerfulness of thy 
soul, the light of thy insight and the 
search for Truth. 

(Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Bahci) 

"This is the great Work.. " 

"0 ye frleDds of God! Exert ye with heart and. soul, so that assoclaito., love. 
UDIly BDd agreement be obtained between the bearts. an the alms may be 
merged into one um, all the sOngs become one song and the power of the Dol,. 
Sp1r.l.t may become so overwhelmingly victorious as to overcome all the forces 
01 the world of naiure. Work! Tbls is the p-eat Work, shoald ye beeom.e assisted 
'U1eretn. Thus Amel1ca may beeome the fulcrum of merciful susceptlbUlu'es IDI1 
the throne of the Kingdom of God be eslsbnshed upon earth ,.\l1l !be greo._ 
Joy aDd m&jesty." 

-'Abdu'l-Ba.hA. America's Spiritual MissiOll, p. U 
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Babi,'is at the Cathedral of the Pines BaJui!i Service in Rindge, New Bampsblre. Tbe 
Ba.b&'i speakers. Mr. Willia.m de FOJ'ge aDd Mrs. Dudley B)akely are shown ~t ihe 

left of the group. 

Mount Vernon, N. Y., Miss Janet 
Deats to Mr. Donald Washburn 
(non-Bah • .'i) August 30, 1952 

Pontiac? Mich., Miss Jennie Kaikas 
(non-Baha'i) to Mr. Calvin Tilman 
June 7, 1952 

Anchorage, AJaska, ~rs. Florence 
Green to S/Sgt. Robert Martin 
June 12, 1952 

Boston, Mass., Miss Anita Hartwood 
to Mr. William Morgan (non
BaM'I) August 23, 1952 

Los Angeles, Calif., Mrs. Faith Lack 
James to Mr. James Montgomery 
(non-Baha'i) date not reported 

Chicago, TIL, Miss Lucille Jordan to 
Mr. Monroe McCarrell, Jr. August 
21, 1952 

Chicago, Ill., Miss Jean Roddy (non
Baha'i) to Mr. Aldrich Burton Sep
tember 14, 1952 

Santa Rosa, Calif., Mrs. Ruth Nicho
las to Mr. Adolph Linge June 1, 
1952 

Boston, Mass., Miss Moneveh Weeks 
to Mr. Nicholas Peters September 
20, 1952 

Madison, Wis., Miss Eloise Barton 
(non-BaM.'!) to Mr. Lawrence 
Suhm September 6, 1952 

South Bend, Ind., Miss Camilla J. 
Love to Mr. Oscar White (non
BaM'i) June 21, 1952 

Seattle, Wash., Mrs. Dora Gulliford 
to Mr. Paul Bray (non-Baha'i) date 
not reported 

Maywood, Ill., Miss Billie Harvey 
(non-BaM '0 to Mr. Arthur C. 
Jackson September 22, 1952 

The Open DooT, new printing 
available about November 10. Please 
reorder. 10 for .50 

NOVEMBER, "52 

The Renewal of Civilization by 
David Hofman. Expect to b~.in 
stock again by November 15. .75 

Heart of the Go'pel (paper) by 
Geo. Townshend. Expect to receive 
new shipment by November 15. 1.25 

Four Pamphlets will be Three 
Pamphlets from now on, consistin, 
only of Man~ The Supreme Talisman 
Human Relations For World Unity 
and God Is Man's Goal . 

Price, .10 each, 3 for .25 

Miss Frances Moore, Preston, Min
nesota August 23, 1952 

Mrs. Eva Batey, Atlantic CitY,.New 
Jersey date not known 

Miss Alta Helene Moore, Castile, 
New York September 5, 1952 

Mr. Peter Dickson, South Gate, 
Calif. July 18, 1952 

Miss Helen Campbell, New York, 
N. Y. September 17, 1952 

Mrs. Louise Bosch, Belmont, Calif. 
September 6, 1952 

Miss Carol DeBruin, Somers Twp., 
Wisc. September 28, 1952 

Mr. Charles Fishback, Chicago, illi
nois August 4, 1952 

Mrs. Marion Longyear, Beverly 
HIlls, Calif. September 10, 1952 

State Convention: 
Sunday, December 7, 1952 

Anniversaries: 
November 12-Birth of Baha'u'Uab 
November 26-Day of the Covenant 
November 28-Ascension of 'Ab
du'l-Baha 

Feasts: 
November 4-Qudrat, Power 
November 23-Qawl, Speech 

National Spiritual Assembly Meet
ings: 
November 8, 9, 10, and 11 
December 12, 13, and 14 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is throughout the United States. and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith intormed of international, national and local Baha'I developments, and serve as an organ for the distribu· 
tlon of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith. the International Baha'i Council, and the general announcements ~ 
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports. plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
ot the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1952-1953: Mrs. Eunice Braun,. 
Managing Editor; Mr. William C. Henning, Miss Farrukh loas, Miss Joan Lozier ~ Mr. Robert Mow. 
Editorial Otrlce: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported direcUy to National Ba:hA'i Administrative HeadqUarters. 536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette, 
Dlinois, U.S.A. 
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ACQUISITION OF VITALLY·NEEDED PROPERTY SURROUNDING 
THE TOMB OF BAHA'U'LLAH 

Announce (to) Baha'i communi
ties, East (and) West, (on the) joy
ous occasion (of the) h und red 
(and) thirty-fifth Anniversary (of) 
Baha'u'!lilh's Birthday, (the) suc
cessful termination (of the) protract· 
ed negotiations, initiated two years 
ago (and) culminating (in the) sig
nature (to the) contract providing 
(the) eventual, formal transfer by 
(the) Development Authority (of the) 
State (of) Israel to (the) Palestine 
Branch (of the) American National 
Spiritual Assembly (of the) exten
sive. long-desired, vitally-needed 
property surrounding (and) safe
guarding for posterity (the) Most 
Holy Tomb (of the) Founder (of the) 
Faith, as well as (the) adjoining 
Mansion. 

(The) acquired area, raising 
Baha'I holdings (on the) holy plain 
(of) 'Akka from four thousand to one 
hundred and fifty-five thousand 
square meters, (was) exchanged 
against property donated by chil
dren (of) ZikruIlah, grandchildren 
(of) Mirza MuI)ammad Quli, Baha
'u'!lah's faithful half-brother (and) 
companion (in) exile, 

(This) spontaneous offer contrasts 
(with the) shameful action (of the) 
family (in the) sale to non-Baha'is 
(of the) property (in the) neighbor
hood (of the) Jordan valley pur
chased (through the) instrumen
tality (of) 'Abdu'l-Baha during 
Baha'u'llilh's lifetime, pursuant (to) 
His instructions (and) alluded (to 
in) His writings. 

(The) forty acre property acquired 

(in this) single transaction almost 
equals (the) entire Baha'i interna
tional endowments purchased (in 
the) course (of) sixty yea rs (in the) 
vicinity (of the) Bab's Sepulchre (on 
the) slope (of) Mount Carmel. 

(The) exchange (of) said property, 
including land (and) houses (was) 
made possible (by the) precipitate 
flight (of the) former Arab owners, 
traditional supporters (of the) old 
Covenant-breakers (and) descend
ants (of the) notorious enemy (of) 
'Abdu'j·Bahil who placed (a) resi· 
dence (at the) disposal (of the) Com· 
mittee (of) Investigation, 

(The) signature (to the) agree· 
ment signalized (the) commence
ment (of) large-scale landscaping, 
aiming (at the) beautification (of 
the) immediate precincts (of the) 
holiest spot (in the) entire Baha'i 
world, itself (the) prelude (to the) 
eventual erection, as happened (in 
the) case (of the) Bilb's Sepulchre, 
(of a) befitting Mausoleum enshrin
ing (the) precious Dust (of the) Most 
Great Name. 

Desire (to) acknowledge (the) in
defatigable efforts exerted (by) both 
Larry Haut. (and) Leroy Ioas 
en a bling (the) consumm a tion (of 
t.'1e) initial stage (of the) enterprise 
destined (to) eclipse in its final 
phase (the) splendor (and) magni
ficence (of the) Bab's resting-place 
(on) Mount Carmel. 

Haifa, Israel 
November 12, 1952. 

-SHOCiHl 

.-
OF THE BAHA'IS OF THE UNITED STATES 

DECEMBER, 1952 

COMMENTARY: NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBL.Y 

Beloved friends: 

How significant it is that the 
Guardian could announce on the 
very Anniversary of the Birth of 
Baha'u'llith the acquisition of so im
portant a tract of land surrounding 
and safeguarding the Tomb of 
Baha'u'llilh and the adjoining Man· 
sion of Bahj i t 

We can not estimate the 'impor
tance of this transaction, which adds 
to our World Center a property of 
forty acres, the area of which is al
most as great as the properties pur
chased during the past sixty years 
as international Baha'i endowments 
on the slope of Mount Carmel. 

By "Palestine Branch of the 
American National Spiritual Assem· 
bly" the Guardian means that cor
porate body which he established 
years ago in the then Palestine un
der a Turkish law controlling titles 
to real property under the title "Na~ 
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States and 
Canada: Palestine Branch" with 
himself as its authorized representa
tive and to it transferred titles to 
various lots which American Baha'is 
had purchased and wished to donate 
to the Guardian for permanent 
Baha'i use. Through this corporate 
body the National Spiritual Assem
bly has an interest in the property 
which could be asserted, if neces
sary, through the American govern· 
ment to challenge any c1aims from 
enemies of the Faith, 

The message brings to us its 
greatest inspiration as it signalizes 
the beginning of a landscaping plan 
which will beautify the area around 
the Tomb of Baha 'u'llah and prepare 
the way for the construction of a 
Mausoleum which when completed 

~ 
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will surpass even the "splendor and 
magnificence" of the Shrine of the 
Bab. The Guardian's acknowl
edgement of the services rendered 
by Mr. Hautz and Mr. Ioas will be 
gratefully noted. 

Baha'i Holy Year is befittingly 
celebrated by this great event re
ported by Shoghi Effendi. We are in 
the midst of an augmenting cycle of 
spiritual power. Let us put away lit
tleness from ourselves. that the 
greatness of the Faith may penetrate 
our souls! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAl. ASSEMBLY 

PROGRESS ON SHRINE OF BAB 
(On) eve (of) opening (of) Holy 

Year announce (to) Baha'i communi~ 
ties (of) East (and) West joyful tid
ings (of) conclusion (of) over ten 
thousand dollar contract (with) 
Utrecht firm (for the) fa brica tion 
(of) twelve thousand gilded tiles (to) 
cover (an) area (of) two hundred 
(and) fifty square meters (of) dome 
(of) Bab's Sepulchre. Eighteen 
stained glass windows (of) drum 
(and) twenly-four windows (of) octa
gon delivered (to) Mount Carmel. 
Stones required (for) construction 
(of) ribs (of) drum (and) brim (of) 
lantern (of) dome nearing comple
tion, heralcfing (the) early com
mencement (of the) erection (of the) 
last remaining unit (of) rapidly ris
ing edifice. Eastward extension (of) 
terrace adjoining Sepulchre virtually 
terminated raising (the) total length 
(of) horizontal area fronting (the) 
Shrine (to) about six hundred feet, 
adding greatly (to the) beauty (and) 
stateliness (of the) approaches (to 
the) magnificent structure, already 
enhanced through recent extension 
(of) terraces linking Haifa's oldest 
(and) most imposing avenue (with) 
Bilb's resting place majestically ris
lng (In the) bosom (of) Carmel. 

Haifa, Israel 
October 14, 1952 

-SHOCHI 

COMMENTARY: NATIONAl;. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
Baha'is throughout the world will 

gratefully receive the Guardian's an
nouncement of the progress of Shrine 
construction as reported in his cable 
received October 14, 1952. The photo
graphs appearing in this issue of 

The desjg:n. of one of the elghteeo stained 
glass windows of tbe Drwn of the Shrine 
of the Ba.b. These windows have recenUy 

been received iD Haifa. 

DECEMIEa. 1952 

Baha'i News were received early 
in October by airmail, and illustrate 
the superb beauty of the work. 

As we follow stage by stage the 
rising glory of the Sepulchre and the 
enhancement of the terraces and 
gardens, Jet us realize over and over 
the miracle taking place under the 
Guardian's directing hand. 

A focal point for the souls of all 
peoples for ages to come has been 
created on the slopes of the Holy 
MOtu1tain. The Bab in spirit rises 
again. One of the wonders of the 
modern world is being achieved, For
tunate are those, who, passing on in 
this day, have left behind them some 
share in the sacrifice through which 
the Shrine has been made possible. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

PASSING OF PIONEER 

Grieved passing distinguished, 
consecrated pioneer Dagmar Dole, 
outstanding record unforgettable, 
reward bountiful. Praying progress 
sou I Kingdom. 

GOALS OF THE WORLD CRUSADE 

That portion of the Guardian's 
sublime message of October 8, 1952 
which lists the goals to be attained 
by 1963 has been carefully studied by 
the National Spiritual Assembly. By 
setting out each goal distinctly and 
in series, the magnificent panorama 
of our world enterprise can be more 
clearly viewed. The following text 
contains revisions which the friends 
are requested to make in their copy 
of the complete message. 

"(The) projected historic, spiritual 
venture, at once arduous, audacious, 
challenging, unprecedented (in) 
scope (and) character (in the) en
tire field (of) Baha'i history, SOOn to 
be set (in) motion, involves: 

"Adoption (of) preliminary meas
ures (to the) construction of 
Baha'utllah's Sepulchre (in the) 
Holy Land; 

"Doubling (the) number (of) coun
tries within (the) pale (of the) 
Faith through planting its banner 
(in the) remammg Sovereign 
Stales (of the) planet as weI! as 
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PJ'Ggress In the cemstructiOIl of the Drum of the Shrine of Construction of the wall to extend the len«th of the 'terrace 
the Bab. frooUng the Shrine 01 the Bib. nearing completion. 

(the) remaining virgin territories 
mentioned (in) 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
Tablets (of the) Divine Plan, in
volving (the) opening (of) forty
one countries (on the) Asiatic t 

thirty-three (on the) African, thirty 
(on the) European, twenty-seven 
(on the) American continents; 

"Over twofold increase (in the) 
number (of) languages into which 
Baha'; literature (is) translated, 
printed or (in) process (of) trans
lation-forty (in) Asia, thirty-one 
(in) Africa, ten each (in) Europe 
(and) America, to be allocated (to 
the) American, British, Indian 
(and) Australian Baha'i communi
ties, including for (the) most part 
those into which Gospels (have 
been) already traoslated; 

"Doubling (the) number (of) 
Ma"griqu'l-A<llikars, through (the) 
ini tia tion (of the) construction (of) 
one (on the) Asiatic (and the) 
other (on the) European continent; 

"(The) acquisition (of the) site (of 
the) future Ma~lJriqu'I-A<!!!kar (on) 
Mount Carmel; 

" (The) purchase (of the) land 
(for) eleven future Temples, three 
(on the) American, three (on the) 
African, two (on the) Asiatic, two 
(on the) European, one (on the) 
Australian continents; 

" (The) erection (of the) fir 5t de
pendency (of the) Ma"griqu'l-Adh
kar (in) Wilmette: 

"(The) development (of the) func
tions (of the) institution (of the) 
Hands (of the) Cause; 

"(The) establishment (of a) Baha'i 
Court (in the) Holy Land, prelimi
na ry (to the) emergence (of 
the) Universal House (of) Justice; 

"Codification (of the) laws (and) 
ordinances (of the) Kitab-i-Aqdas, 
Mother Book (of the) B aha' i Reve
lation; 

"Establishment (of) six national 
Baha'i Courts (in the) chief cities 
(of the) Islamic East-rihran, Cai
ro, Baghdad, New Delhi, Karachi, 
Kabul; 

"Extension (of) international 
Baha'i endowments (in the) Holy 
Land, (on the) plain (of) 'Akka 
(and the) slopes (of) Mount Car
mel; 

"Construction (of) International 
Baha'i Archives (in the) neighb~r
hood (of the) Bab's Sepulchre; 

"Construction (of a) tomb (for 
the) wife (of the) Bab (in) iThiraz; 

'IIdentification (of the) resting 
places (of the) father (of) 
BaM'u'llith (and the) mother (and) 

cousin (of the) Bab (for) reburial 
(in the) BaM'; cemetery (in the) 
vicinity (of the) Most Great House; 

"Acquisition (of the) Garden (of) 
Ri<ivan (in) Bagl1dad, site (of the) 
Siyah-Qial (in) Tihran, (site ot 
the) martyrdom (of the) Bah (in) 
Tabriz, (and of) His incarceration 
in Chihriq; 

"More than quadruple (the) num
ber (of) National Spiritual Assem
blies-twenty-one (on the) Ameri· 
cant thirteen (on the) European, 
ten (on the) Asiatic, three (on
the) African and one (on the) Aus
tralian continents j 

"Multiply sevenfold national 
I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds, their establish
ment (in the) capital cities (of 
the) chief Sovereign States (and) 
chief cities (of the) principal De
pendencies (of the) planet-twen
ty-one (in) America, fifteen (in) 
Europe, nine (in) Asia, three (in) 
Africa, one (in) New Zealand; 

"Framing national Baha'i consti
tutions (and) establishment (of) 
national Baha'i endowments (in) 
same capitals and cities (of) same 
States (and) Dependencies; 

"More than quintuple (the) num
ber (of) incorporated National As
semblies-twenty-one (in) Ameri-
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ca, thirteen (in) Europe, twelve 
(in) Asia, three (in) Africa, one 
in) Australasia; 

"(The) establishment (of) six na
tional Baha'i Publishing Trusts
two (in) America, two (in) Asia, 
one (in) Africa, one (in) Europe; 

"(The) participation (of the) wom
en (of) Persia (in the) member
ship (of) national (and) local as
semblies; 

"(The) establishment (of) seven 
Israel branches (of) National 
Spiritual Assemblies-two (from) 
Europe. two (from) Asia, one 
each (from) America, Africa (and) 
Australia; 

"(The) establishment (of a) na
tional Bahl.'i printing press (in) 
Tihrim; 

"Reinforcement (of the) ties bind
ing (the) Baha'i World Commu
nity (to) United Nations; 

"Inclusion, circumstances permit
ting, (of) eleven Republics com
prised within Union (of) Soviet So
cialist Republics and two Europ
ean Soviet-controlled States with
in (the) orbit (of the) Administra
tive Order (of the) Faith; 

"Convocation (of a) World Baha'i 
Congress (in the) vicinity (of the) 
Garden of Ri\lvim, Bag]ldad, third 
holiest city (of) BaM'i world, (on 
the) occasion (of the) worldwide 
celebrations (of the) Most Great 
Jubilee commemorating (the) 
Centenary (of the) Ascension (of) 
Baha'u'llah (to the) Throne (of) 
His Sovereignty," 

NaUonal Baha'i Addresses 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
Make checks Payable to: 

National Baha'I Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
lliinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

". .. ..tlATIODL ..' 
. ·SPllriU-AI..A$SIMILY,' 

AMERICAN BAHA'IS INVITED TO 
ATIEND INTERCONTINENTAL CON
FERENCE IN NEW DELHI 

The following invitation has been 
extended by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of India, 
Pakistan and Burma, through the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States. 

"Dear Baha'i Friends: 
On the eve of the Holy Year, we 

wish to convey to you our most sin
cere and loving greetings. While 
rendering thanks unto our beloved 
Guardian, who has so affectionately 
conferred upon us the honoured priv
ilege of being Convenors of the 4th 
Intercontinental Conference and 
serving as hosts to the revered parM 
ticipants in the Conference, we ex
tend to you and through you, to all 
our brothers and sisters, residing in 
the Dependencies and Sovereign 
States under the jurisdiction of your 
noble Assembly. Qur most cordial in
vitation for participation, in this all 
important conference to be held in 
New Delhi during the month of Octo
ber 1953. 

"The duration of this Conference 
has been provisionally fixed for one 
week, during the first half of Octc>
ber 1953. We have not yet been able 
to fix a definite duration or the actu
al dates, about which we shall in
form you in due course of' time." 

"ON THE FIRMEST BASIS" 

A Letter from the Guardian 

In a letter dated June 2, 1952, ad
dressed to the Baha'is gathered at 
the Teaching Conference held in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, on May 11, the 
Guardian, through his secretary, 
wrote this about our teaching work. 

"It is indeed of the utmost im
portance that the teaching work be 
done on the firmest basis, if the 
devoted believers in the United 
States are to shoulder the heavy re
sponsibility which will be theirs at 
home and in far-flung fields during 
the Ten Year Crusade beginning with 
the Holy Year t 1953." 

-NATIONAl. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

OECEMBEII. 1952 

OF INTEREST TO BELIEVERS 

20% Income To. Deduction 
Allowed on Contribution. 

"An Act amending various sec
tions of the Internal Revenue Code 
has been passed by the Congress 
and was signed by President Harry 
S. Truman on July 8. It is of par
ticular interest to persons making 
charitable and other contributions, 
which may be deducted from income 
tax. 

"One section of the Act (H. R. 7345) 
provides that the limit for income 
tax deductions is increased from 15 
to 20 per cent of an individual's ad
justed gross income. This section (re
lating to deductions by individuals 
for charitable contributions) 'is 
hereby amended by striking out 15 
per centum and inserting 20 per 
centum.' The amendments apply 
to taxable years after Dec. 31, 1951. II 

ENROLLMENT OF BAHA'I YOUTH 
AS ADULT VOTING BELIEVERS 

At the request of one of the local 
Assemblies, the National Spiritual 
Assembly wishes to remind all 
Baha', Youth that on reaching the 
age of twenty-one years they are 
expected to notify their local As
sembly (or Regional Teaching Com
mittee if they do not live in an or
ganized Baha'i Community) as soon 
as they reach voting age. 

When the local Assembly or Re
gional Teaching Committee has this 
information, it places the believer 
on the adult membership list and 
reports this action to the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

Though already enrolled as a 
B aha' i with youth s ta tus, the believer 
on becoming twenty-one years of age 
does not automatically become vest
ed with voting rights. The simple 
duty of informing the Assembly or 
Regional Teaching Committee rests 
upon the Youth. Voting rights are 
then given to the Youth without any 
further declaration of faith or for
mality. 

Overlooking this obligation on their 
part, many enrolled in the youth 
list have become adult and gone 
for some time without voting rights 
merely because the local Assembly 
or Regional Teaching Committee 
had not been notified. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 
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"l'he a'per1ures for the laocet wiodows are apparent as the 
33 ft. Drum rises. 

The ftora.J-designed stones that form the siUs of the Drum 
windows. in place. 

... PILGRIM'S NOTES 
ON TEACHING AND 
ADMINISTRATION 

The statements made by Mrs. Bea· 
trice Ashton to the National Spirit· 
ual Assembly after her return from 
pilgrimage to Haifa were so inter
esting and helpful that the members 
requested her to write them out for 
the information of the friends. 

The great privilege of making the 
pilgrimage to Haifa and 'Akkil car
ries with it the responsibility of 
bringing back to as many as possible 
the inspiration of visiting the Holy 
Shrines and praying at the Holy 
Thresholds, of meeting the beloved 
Guardian and hearing him speak, 
and of visiting the Holy Places of 
the Faith. 

The Guardian usually meets the 
pilgrims from the West at table dur
ing and after dinner in the Western 
Pilgrim HollS e. One evening he spoke 
at some length about the "Twin Pil
lars." Everything that the Guardian 
says is uttered with the greatest 
clarity. One does not wish to miss 
a single word, for every word, every 
expression, conveys just the right 
meaning and is deeply engraved on 
one's heart and mind. References 
made here, however I to what the 
Guardian said on this occasion must 
be considered in the category of 
HpUgrim notes," and only his pub
lished words are here given in quo-

tation marks . 
That evening at the table he said 

that up to this time we had been 
erecting only one of the twin pillars, 
the one which is to culmina te in the 
Universal Hourse of Justice-that he 
had not yet been able to establish 
the Universal House of Justice but 
he had appointed the International 
Baha'i Council as an intermediary 
stage. Now, he explained, he had be
gun to erect the pillar of the Guard
ianship by the appointment 01 the 
Hands of the Cause. Just as the oth
er pillar had its institutions-the lo
cal and national assemblies, each 
with its own subsidiary institutions 
(the committees and the funds)-so 
tl:e Hands of the Cause would also 
have their own institutions revolv
ing about them. 

In the "Dispensation of Baha
'u'llith", it will be recalled, the Guar
dian explains briefly, in the section 
on the Administrative Order, "tbe 
character and 1unctions of the twin 
pillars that support this mighty Ad
ministrative Structure-the institu
tions of the Guardianship and of the 
Universal House of Justice." He 
writes: "it should be stated, at the 
very outset, 1n clear and unambig~ 
uous language, that these twin insti
tutions of the Administrative Order 
01 Baha'u'llah should be regarded as 
divine in origin, essential in their 
functions and complementary in 
their aim and purpose." (W.O.B., pp. 
147-148.) 

In his explanation at the table the 
Guardian stated that the sale pur. 
pose of the administrative pillar 
(i.e., the pillar <;:ulminating in the 
Universal House of Justice) is to 
support and carry out the Divine 
Plan; that the function of the Guard
ian and the Hands is the promulga
tion of the Teachings and preserva
tion of the integrity of the Cause. 
Then he said that the Will and Testa
ment of 'Abdu'l-Baha is the charter 
for the administrative institutions, 
and the Tablet of Carmel is the char
ter for the institution of the Guard
ianship. (The Tablet of Carmel is 
found on pages 14-17 of Gleanings 
from the Writings of Baha'u'Utih.) 

When we contemplate the Guardi
an's explanations of these twin pil. 
lars-the Guardianship and the Uni
versal House of Justice-that sup
port the Administrative Structure of 
the World Order of Baha'u'llah, we 
can envision the perfect reciprocal 
and complementary function of 
teaching and administration. Before 
the local and national assemblies 
were esta blished, teaching was done 
on an individual basis and was in
coordinate. W~th the coming of the 
assemblies, the teaching work be. 
came more unified and the new 
Baha'is were brought into the family 
ot the Baha'i Community. It was not, 
however, until our beloved Guardian 
began to unfold to us the steps un
der which we were to carry out 
the Divine Plan of 'Abdu'I~Baha, and 
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encouraged us to launch forth on the 
First Seven Year Plan, that our 
teaching work took on the purpose
ful direction which brought effective 
results both within and without the 
confines of our own land. 

The Guardian promulgated the 
teaching work, that is, he issued the 
instructions by which the believers I 
through their national and local as
semblies and committees, supported 
and carried out the unfoldment of 
the Divine Plan-a preview of the 
complementary functioning of the 
"twin pillars." 

With the succeeding years every 
country where a national spiritual 
assembly is established has had its 
Plan, given or encouraged by the 
Guardian and carried out and sup
ported by the com mittee sand as
Bern blies through which the believers 
work. The teaching projects in the 
new countries opened to the Faith 
have for their first 0 bj ecti ve the es
tablishment of local, then of national, 
assemblies, thus erecting, painfully 
slowly it seems, but surely, the sup
port for the crowning unit of the 
administrative pillar, the Universal 
House of Justice. 

The Second Seven Year Plan of 
the Baha'is of the United States will 
come to its conclusion in April, 
1953. Within the period of that Plan 
four new national spiritual assem· 
blies will have been established
Canada, South America, Central 
America and Italy"switzerland. The 
supplementary Plans of varying 
length of the British Isles, of Ger
many and Austria, of frim, of India, 
Pakistan and Burma, of 'Iraq, of 
Egypt and Sudim, of Australia and 
N<,w Zealand, of Canada are all 
culminating in 1953, within the Holy 
Year. 

The Third Plan, a "Global Cru
sade," begins immediately on the 
conclusion of the Second Seven Year 
Plan and will culminate in 1963. It 
represents "the third concluding 
phase of initial epoch (in) execution 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine Plan_" 
Thus, it is well to remember, we are 
still working in the Uinitial epoch of 
the Formative Age," the transitional 
period of the Faith. 

To inaugurate this third phase, 
the concluding phase of the initial 
epoch, the Guardian in his cable
gram of November '30, 1951, sum
mons the Uentire Baha'i world 
through eleven National Assemblies 
already functioning East and West 

.. 
bestir itself, arise during sixteen 
months ahead" and prepare four lIin_ 
tercontinental Baha'i teaching con
ferences to be held successively (in) 
course (of) historic year (on) con
tinents (of) Africa, America, Eu
rope, Asia." 

The Guardian summons the 
Baha'is to support and carry out 
this further, intercontinental exten
sion of the Divine PI an through their 
national assemblies. The pattern is 
repeated, and ever enlarged? of 
promulgation on the one hand and of 
support and carrying out, On the 
other. 

At this point, when the teaching 
work is about to launch forth into an 
intercontinental unfoldment of the 
Divine Plan, the beloved Guardian 
has appointed the first Hands of the 
Cause of God, institutions of the pil
lar of the Guardianship. As the 
Guardian states in his cablegram of 
December 24, 1951, he has taken 
this step at this time, after local 
and national institutions on five con
tinents of the globe have been es
tablished, after the First Seven Year 
Plan had inaugurated the first epoch 
in the execution of 4Abdu'I-Baha's 
Divine Plan ("unavoidably held (in) 
abeyance over two decades pending 
creation divinely appointed adminis
trative agencies designed by its Au
thor for its effective prosecution"), 
and now that the institutions at the 
World Center of the Faith are grad
u2J.ly emerging. 

With the appointment of the Hands 
of the Cause, who are Bunder the di
rection of the guardian of the Cause 
of God" (Win and Testament), the 
promulgation of the Teachings is ex
tended. Prior to this time the Guard
ian, alone, has given us our direc~ 
tions in the various Plans, to be 
carried out and supported through 
the institutions of the assemblies and 
committees. Every Baha'i is en
joined by 'Abdu'l-Baha to teach, ev
ery Baha'i, including the Hands, in
cluding the members of assemblies 
and every member of every Baha'i 
community. But in order that the 
teaching work of all may be effective 
and that unity (without which no 
teaching can be effective) may be 
preserved, the carrying out of the 
work is channelized through the ad
ministrative institutions (see W.O.B., 
p. 18). A river without a channel loses 
it~ force and dissipates its purpose, 
in fact it evaporates. A channel with
out the river is equally useless. The 
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purpose of each is fulfilled in the
other-they are "complementary." 

So it is with teaching and adminis~ 
tration. Without the Spirit of 
Baha'u'llah which flows through His 
Teachings, within His Covenant, 
each individua1 Baha'i accomplishes· 
nothing. We do not teach, we do not 
find and reach the hearts of people. 
Baha'u'llah accomplishes al1 this, by 
His Radiance reflected on the mir
rors of our hearts which shines 
through our words and actions. And 
unless this River of the Spirit, this 
River of Light, which finds Its re
flection in the believers, flows 
through the channel of Baha'u'Uah's 
own laws, of His Covenant, of the 
institutions provided by that Cove
nant through the Will and Testament 
of His appointed Interpreter, Its ef
fect is dissipated. We do not know 
the full effectiveness of teaching 
work unless and until both the river 
and the channel function together. 
To emphasize teaching as something 
dis tinct from administration is to dis
regard the very institutions set up by 
Bahfl.'u'Uili through His Covenant for 
the purpose of supporting and carry
ing out the teaching work. To em
phasize the administration as im.~ 
portant in itself is to deny the pur
pose of its existence, which is to 
be the channel for the spirit. 

Teaching of the administration has 
necessarily been increasingly empha
sized during the past thirty years 
in order to build the strong support
ing structure for the Universal House 
of Justice resting on the institutions 
provided in the Will and Testa
ment of 'Abdu'\-Baha. With the com
ing of the Guardianship, the Cause 
had entered a new historical period. 
During the Heroic Age, just preced
ing, the teaching work had been done 
largely On an individual basis. It 
was necessary that its real objective 
be more widely understood, that 
it be oriented away from an individ
ual basis toward the establishment 
of the community of believers-lo
cal, national and world·wide-made 
up of Baha'is each of whom is living 
and working in accordance with the 
Teachings of Bahii'u'llah and the 
Center of His Covenant, now under 
the guidance of our beloved Guard
ian, in a coordinated effort unified 
through the administrative institu
tions. 

Teaching of the administration as 
an integral part of the Faith of 
Baha 'u'IlAh is as necessary in pre-
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paring an inquirer for entering into 
the community of believers as is 
the teaching of the "fundamental 
verities" of the Faith. Otherwise the 
new believer is unable either to Wl

derstand the continuing Covenant 
which provides and preserves the 
unity of the Cause or to become a 
mature member of the Baha'i Com
munity. The Guardian has written: 
"Without the study and application 
of the Administration the teaching 
01 the Cause becomes hot only mean
ingless but loses in effectiveness and 
scope." (Baha'i News, No. 105, p. 1.) 

Thus, while every Baha'i is en
joined to teach, the teaching efforts 
oC each Baha'i, however limited or 
however extensive, whether in his 
own community or in a new country, 
are all part of the great teaching 
work of the Cause. Each component 
part is effective to the degree that 
it is related to the whole, for it then 
receives the flow of strength from 
the whole. The connection of the in
dividual with the whole comes 
through active participation in the 
Baha'i community, through the Nine
teen Day Feasts and through the 
uniting of all teaching efforts within 
the local, regional and national Wli ts. 
Then teaching and administration 
function as one whole. Only thus can 
the teaching which every believer 
longs to do become fully effective, 
for its purpose is not a personal vic~ 
tory but has for its objective the 
healing of the wor~d, through "the 
union of all its peoples in one uni
versal Cause, one common Faith." 
(GI., p. 255.) 

Now that the Guardian is entrust~ 
ing us with the responsibility of a 
mature commtulity, that of partici
pating in the carrying out of a Global 
Crusade, it is important that we en
vision the whole, that we understand 
and practice the complementary 
function of teaching and administra
tion. Neither is complete without the 
other. and both functioning together 
are necessary to bring into outer 
reality the World Order of Baha
'u'llah, the Kingdom of God on earth. 

We shall continuously, throughout 
the initial and the succeeding epochs, 
receive the direction of the teaching 
work through the "pillar" of the 
Guardianship. It is the no less COn

tinuous responsibility, and privilege, 
01 every Baha'i to carry out and 
support the teaching work, however 
arduous it may be, through the in
stitutions of the pillar which is, in 

due time, to culminate in the Uni~ 
versal House 01 Justice. Only thus 
can we fulfill the great tasks which 
our beloved Guardian, from his over
burdened heart, is calling us to do. 
Only through our whole-hearted, en
thusiastic response to the Guardian's 
calls can the coming of the Kingdom 
be hastened, 

UNUSUAL TEACHING ACTIVITIES 
IN UGANDA 

Copies of the two letters published 
below ... were sent by the Guardian to 
the National Spiritual Assembly with 
direction that they be used in Baha.'i 
News. As Shoghi Effendi wrote 
through his Assistant Secretary On 
November 2, "the success of the 
teaching efforts (in Uganda) are as
tonishing. The Guardian feels it may 
even be a replica of the wonderful 
success of the time of the Dawn
Breakers." The letters are shared 
"as a stimulus to the friends, partic
ularly the friends in the South, and 
especially the Negro Baha'is. He 
likewise feels it should be a means of 
stimulating the sending of pioneers 
from America to the most impor
tant area of our pioneering effort." 

---=-NATIONAL SPIRITUAr. ASSEMBLY 

Extracts from letter to the 
Guardi.n from the British 

Africa Committee 

October 9, 1952. 
There are now 55 believers in 

Uganda, living in 12 different local
ities and representing 9 different 
tribes, namely Ganda, Gishu. 
Gwero, Kabarasi. Kakamega, Luo, 
Sega, Teso, Toro. Six of these be
lievers are African women. 18 of the 
believers are in Kampala and 26 in 
the Teso country. A lot of the Tesos 
have written their declarations in 
their own languages and some havE' 
had to have them written and have 
signed with thumbprints. 

To meet the language difficulty, 
the Uganda Teaching Committee, 
newly appointed, have appointed 
Enoch Olinga as their Teso secre
tary. 

One of the new believers in Kob
win, father of Enoch Olinga, has 
given his hut to the Cause to be used 
as a I:la~ira and the 19-day Feast of 
Masbiyyat was celebrated in it, Mr. 
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Banani accompanied two other 
friends to this feast, which involved 
a great sacrifice on his part; since 
it meant he was for two days only 
with people who could not speak his 
language. It is moreover due to his 
generosity in lending his car for 
weeks on end that Ali Nakhjavani 
has been enabled to stay out in these 
cotUltry districts teaching and con
firming. 

One of the other new believers in 
Kobwin, Nathan Olei, is a remark
able person. He is of high intellect 
and went through the course at Mak
erere University College in half the 
usual time. Mter that however he 
took to drink and lost job after job, 
until he was reduced to just sub
sistence farming on his own plot. 
Since accepting the Faith he is com
pletely changed and this is being re
garded as a miracle, and it is having 
a tremendous influence on all those 
who know him. Moreover he is read
ing seriously and is showing a won
derful grasp of the teachings and is 
teaching others. His wife too has 
accepted the F ai tho 

The Africa Committee has re
ceived a letter from the Kobwin 
community, written by Mr. Olei, of 
which we are enclosing a copy ~ since 
we feel it is a most interesting doc
ument. 

African Bah .. '; Letter 
to British Committee 

Kobwjni Ngoro-Teso. 
P.O. Ngoro 

21st September 1952. 
To the Africa Committee: 

On behalf of the Bah,,'i Community 
in Kobwini Sub-county, I am in duty 
bound to forward to you our heart
felt, fathomless gratitude for sending 
Mr. Ali to Kobwin as an adamant 
envoy of the glorious message-the 
message which has transformed 
many souls, Assuredly his short so
journ with us has not in the least 
been fruitless-it has achieved re
markable, renowned results - not
withstanding the fierce, challenging 
opposition of the assailants of the 
Cause. As a matter of fact this oppo
sition increased the velocity of the 
impetus which has enhanced the ad
dition of many souls to the increas
ing list of the Bah .. 'is in this sub
county, I am confident, cocksure that 
the fire which Mr. AU lit, will never 
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be extinguished by any implacable 
force on earth. Our dear beloved 
Ali, as a pioneer of the Cause, has 
been serving as a concrete example 
and at the same time cementing the 
principles of the Baha 'j Faith which 
Bahlt'u'llith so explicitly propounded 
to the nations the world over. 

To give you an idea in order to 
enlighten you on this point, I think 
it is worth while to quote one of the 
epitomised, and axiomatic, remarks 
made by people in different places. 
villages, which Mr. Ali (accompa
nied by me) visited. "Truly that 
European has been sent to us by 
the Omnipotent and the Most Inter
mediary, because the message which 
he has brought to us embodies the 
whole truth and at the same time 
he acts according to its principles". 
We have seen many white mission
aries and Government officials who 
are supposed to have come to im
prove the discordant environment of 
the African, But none of them has 
ever been able to allow we black 
people to approach him or her. eat 
with us, or enter in our poor houses! 
"We wish there were many of his 
type - but when he happens to leave 
us, we will be like babies who are 
born and then suddenly their moth
ers pass away before giving them 
necessary help required for their 
growth." 

The above quotation is in the form 
of an appeal which gives you the en
lightenment on the actual plight or 
gravity of the issue. Hence waste not 
a minute in making arrangements of 
sending back to us our guide (Mr. 
Ali) and spiritual leader. His pres
ence in Teso means a great deal as 
far as the propagation of the Faith 
goes. His trumpet-call to the inhabi
tants of Kobwin is still echoing in 
their hearts, Signs of mass conver
sion are beginning to display. The 
public speeches which we gave in 
different places have materialized
the word BBaha'i" has become and 
is becoming the byword of diverse 
places. Soon it will have pervading 
influence in the whole of Teso Dis
trict. Mr. Ali Nakhjavani come back, 
come back quickly is the general 
cry of the Baha'i community. 

Lastly not the least, may I also 
draw your attention to the fact that 
Teso is a fertile land for the Baha'i 
Faith, hence send the tractor (Mr. 
Ali) to plough the arable land before 

the loam is eroded away ~ 
With all love from the 

Baha'is Community 
N. G. A. Olei 

For the Baha'is Community in 
Kobwin 

(For the most recent news of this 
marvelous teaching work in Ugan
da, see "International News -
Africa. ") 

REPORT TO THE FRIENDS 

The meeting of the National Spirit
ual Assembly held April 22 and 23 
brou~ht the Assembly up to the eve 
of the 1952 convention. 

Communications from the Guard
ian recorded were the cables dated 
April 3 (announcing agreement with 
Israel for purchase of land near the 
BiIb's Shrine), April 5 (concerning 
the doom awaiting the Covenant
breakers), April 6 (annuling the re
vised bulletin on Baha'i marriage). 

A letter received from Leroy loas 
reported the Guardian's views on the 
needs of the teaching work as pre
sented to pilgrims at Haifa. Three 
paragraphs were noted for presenta
tion to the Convention and publica
tion in Baha'i News. 

A number of important decisions 
were made by mail previous to the 
meeting in connection with the plan 
prepared by the American National 
Teaching Committee. 

The financial report submitted for 
the period May 1, 1951-April 21 1952 
stated that of the general budget of 
$175,000, the sum of $174,34tJ.56 had 
been received. On the Resolve Fund 
of $275,000, $205,028.83 had been re
ceived, a deficit of $69,971.17. 

The report also showed that of the 
total estimated cost of Temple in
terior contracts - $892,000.00 - the 
sum of $844,880.56 had been paid. On 
the contract for landscaping, $6,-
344.65 had also been paid. 

A proposed budget was submitted 
for 1952-1953. 

A preliminary report was present
ed by the executors of the Roy Wil
helm estate. 

A conference was held with the 
National Teaching Committee for 
final agreement on the teaching plan 
for the coming year. 

The Assembly approved plans sub
mitted by the Temple Exhibits Com
mittee for installing a new set of 
permanent exhibits in the Tem
ple Foundation Hall area. 
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Action was recorded and taken to 
replace a delegate who had moved 
from the State where the delegate 
had been elected. A Convention Re
porter was appointed to outline the 
main features of the Convention for 
Baha'i News. 

Conferences were held with three 
pilgrims returned from Haifa. 

Preparations for opening the Con
vention and reporting national activi
ties and budget plans were carried 
out. 

A total of 1926 votes was recorded 
at successive meetings of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly last year. 

The first Minutes of the incoming 
Assembly covered sessions held be
tween April 25 and 30, 1952. 

The members elected at the Con
vention met and organized the As
sembly with election of officers. 

A letter was presented written by 
the Guardian through his secretary 
giving directions to be carried out 
in the printing of future Baha'i Cal
endars. 

Action was taken to inform the 
Guardian that the American Baha'i 
Community wishes to forego any re
spite after 1953. 

Leanling of the need in Haifa for 
free literature for persons visiting 
the Shrines, the Publishing Commit
tee was directed to ship several 
thousand pamphlets to the World 
Center. 

The Guardian's cable to the Con
vention was recorded in the Min
utes, and a statement was planned 
for Bahci/i News calling the attention 
of the believers to the bounty offered 
us in making sacrificial contribu
tions directly to the Guardian. 

Cables received from the Guard
ian during this meeting have been 
published. 

A revised annual budget totaling 
5475,000 was adopted. 

Most of the tim eat these sessions 
was devoted to committee appoint
ments. 

Sixty-seven committees were ap
pointed, including Regional Teaching 
and Area Youth Committees. The 
Jubilee, American National Teach
ing, Temple Dedication and Inter
continental Teaching Committees, 
a!ready appointed, were continued. 

A schedule of meetings was adopt
ed through December. 

Assembly consultation was organ
ized by assigning to each member 
for study and recommendation the 
correspondence received from a spe-
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cified list of committees, from local 
Assemblies, individual believers or 
interna tional bodies. 

A conference was held with the 
members of the United Nations and 
American National Teaching Com
mittees. 

The Convention Arrangements 
Committee reported that 127 dele
gations, 33 youth and 688 adult visit
ing believers had attended the Con
vention, a total of 848 Baha lis. 

Recommendations reported from 
the outgoing National Assembly 
were discussed and action taken. 
Sixty-four different votes were re
corded. 

-NA11:0NAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

BAHA'I YOUTH IN THE WORLD 
CRUSADE 

In two letters written by the 
Guardian through his secretary to 
Junior Youth Sessions of Louhelen 
Baha'i School, the emphasis is laid 
entirely upon the ten years of pio
neering which are to begin in 1953. 

HDuring the next ten years, fol
lowing our Holy Year so soon to be
gin, a tremendous amount of Baha'i 
pioneer work must be done all over 
the world. Although there will be 
many of the older. more experienced 
friends going out to serve, he feels 
that the stirring tasks that lie ahead 
in difficult countries and climates 
are, par excellence. the kind of work 
young people can do. 

"He, therefore, urges you to se
riously conhider the type of profes
sion or trade that might ensure you 
a post in a pioneer field in Africa, 
or the Pacific Islands, or Asia, in 
which you could earn your living 
while serving the Cause as well. It 
is a great challenge, and a great op
portunity and he looks forward to 
your future exploits in the service 
of Baha'u'llah with hope and confi
dence." 

"You are the Baha'i Youth who are 
going to grow up· during one of the 
most moving times in this second 
Baha'i century, the ten years of great 
pioneer activity which will fall be
tween the present Holy Year and the 
Most Great Jubilee which will mark 
the hundredth anniversary of 
Baha'u 'llah·s Declaration in Bagh
dad. You can see before you the vast 
territories to be won over to the Faith 
in the coming decade, and, if you 
set your mind to it, can choose 

New Baha'j Center, Peoria, Illinois. 

a place where lJOU want to pioneer. 
and prepare yourself for this thrilling 
service! 

"From Tibet to the South Seas, 
Africa to far off points in Asia and 
Europe---there are lands waiting to 
be opened to the Faith. He will pray 
that some of you may be the ones 
to render this form of service. n 

PUBLISHING ACTIVITY 

Some of the problems faced by the 
Publishing Committee are perhaps 
not clearly understood by the 
friends. 

As we all know. the publishing ac
tivity has developed under the gen
eral authority and supervision of the 
National Spiritual Assembly for 
many years. The Committee has 
never been assigned a stated annual 
budget, but for the most part has 
operated from its own income de
rived from sales of books and pam
phlets. 

The Committee has been primarily 
responsible for production and dis
tribution, and the decision on what 
books or pamphlets to bring out has 
been made by the National Assem
bly. When elaborate works like The 
Dawn-Breakers and the successive 
volumes of The Baha'i World are 
produced, the costs, which exceed 
the capacity of the Committee's re· 
sources, are met by advances from 

the National Fund. These advances 
have to a very large extent been 
gradually repaid from sales, al
though the sales of Bahd/i World 
never equal cost of production. The 
American Baha'is, in fact, finance 
this important international survey 
through their contributions to the 
National Fund. 

In the selection of the literature 
to pubHsh, the first consideration is 
to maintain a supply of the basic 
Baha'i texts. Even here, however, 
certain factors have arisen which 
delay reprinting of certain works. 
For example, Promulgation of UniM 
versal Peace and Tablets of 'Abdu'J... 
Bahci. have both been out of print for 
some time, the reason being that, 
with the Guardian's approval, plans 
for editing these works are required 
since both originally appeared before 
the Guardian's standard of Baha'i 
spelling and transliteration had ap
peared. In the case of the Tablets, 
moreover, material enough for one 
01' two extra volumes has become 
available. 

The austerity period, too, has re
stricted funds for certain activities 
in order to concentrate our resources 
in other directions of vital general 
importance. Thus teaching work out
side the United States has called for 
new and considerable budgets in re-
cent years, and Temple completion 
and the Shrine have also had priori
ty. World Order Magazine, for ex· 

9 



10 

ample, had to be temporarily aban
doned in order to carry the Temple 
work to completion within the al1ot~ 
ted time. 

The ideal is, naturally. to make 
avaHable books and pamphlets of di
rect Baha'i interest-works by be~ 
lievers as well as the basic teach
ings in and inCluding Baha'i litera
ture published in other cotUltries. 
This goal is not attainable without 
further development of capital re
sources. Many desirable and useful 
items are temporarily out of stock 
at times. Then too, selling prices 
have been kept much lower than 
those in effect by commercial pub
lishers, in order to make the litera
ture more widely available. 

Finally. plans are in discussion to 
adopt distinctive styles of typogra
phy and binding, and their fulfilment 
is necessarily a matter of develop
ment and not of rapid transfor
mation. The stock on hand at present 
is carried at a value of some $60,000. 
Thus it is clear that the Publishing 
Committee conducts a very large en~ 
terprise without adequate investment 
capital. Its full possibilities will, nev
ertheless, be tmfolded in the years 
of greater Baha'i expansion which 
the Jubilee Year inaugurates. The 
Committee at present asks for your 
understanding and patience. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

TEACHING AMERICAN INDIANS 

The National Teaching Committee 
has issued a very interesting and 
helpful bulletin on teaching the In
dians. Individual believers especially 
interested in this type of teaching 
activity may obtain a copy by writ-
ing the Committee. . 

This statement cites 'Abdu'l
Baha's reference to Indian s in the 
Tablets of the Divine Plan, and 
stresses the importance attributed 
by the Guardian to teaching the In
dians in '~Challenging Require
ments. U It presents facts about the 
present Indian population, the tri
bal groupings and the cultural 
areas. 

Further facts presented explain 
the legal status of Indians and their 
religious freedom. Suggestions for 
teaching the Indians constitute the 
main element in the bulletin, and 
these are invaluable and essential 
to any believer undertaking to make 
teaching contacts with this minority 
group. For further study a list of 

references to standard books, artie 
des ~nd pamphlets is supplied. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

A lOCAL YEAR BOOK 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
commends a suggestion received 
from the Boise Assembly, that local 
Assemblies plan to gather together 
the materials which could constitute 
the "year bookH of their activities. 

The materials to be compiled 
would cover the local administrative 
year, April 21-April 20, and consist 
of election report, annual commit
tee reports, the Assembly's annual 
reportt programs, newspaper publi
city He ms. etc. 

Such material can be readily 
bOW1d in a ring or press binder, and 
in this form the history from year 
to year would be more safely pre
served. 

Jubilee Year is an ideal time for 
local Assemblies to adopt this sug
gestion if they approve it. 

-N.ILTIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

->-------------------.f-

NEW BAHA'I WORLD, VOl. XI 

Volume XI of Baha'i World, the 
official international record of Baha'i 
activity, will be off the press short
ly. This volume covers the four year 
period of 1946-1950, the years which 
witnessed the beginning of the work 
on the Shrine of the Bab, the com
pletion of the Arcade of the Shrin~, 
the inauguration of the Second Seven 
Year Plan in the United States with 
its tremendous achievements in the 
ten goal countries of Europe, the es· 
tablishment of a National Spiritual 
Assembly in Canada, and the com~ 
pletion of the interior of the House 
of Worship, and initiation of various 
national Plans in' other countries of 
the BaM'i World. 

This issue as with the previous vol
umes comprises a statement on the 
aims and purposes of the Faith and 
Administrative Order, selections 
from the Baha'i Sacred Writings, a 
survey of the activities of the Faith 
for the four years, a list of Baha'i 
centers in the five continents, a bibli
ography of Baha'i literature, trib· 
utes paid to the Faith by prominent 
men and women, and articles about 
aspects of the Faith and its relation 
to present·day problems. 

This we-ll illustrated and fully doc
umented book is a very important 
gift for public and university librar· 
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ies, because it is the onl.y authori
tative source of information on the 
present growth and development of 
the Faith. 

Beautifully bound in black fabri
koid with gold stamping. 893 pp. 
Price $12.50 net. 

Regarding the BaM'; World, the 
Guardian has stated: 

"This unique record of world-wide 
Baha'i activity attempts to present 
to the general public, as well as to 
the student and scholar, those his
toric facts and fundamental princi. 
pIes that constitute the distinguish
ing features of the Message of Baha
'u'llab to this age. I have ever since 
its inception taken a keen and sus-
tamed interest in its development, 
have personally participated in the 
coHection of its material, the ar
rangement of its contents, and the 
close scrutiny of whatever data it 
contains. 

"I confidently and emphatically 
recommend it to every thoughtful 
and eager follower of the Faith, 
whether in the East or in the West, 
whose desire is to place in the hands 
of the critical and intelligent inquir
er, of whatever class, creed or color, 
a work that can. truly witness to the 
high purpose, the moving history~ 

the enduring achievements, the re
sistless march and infinite prospects 
of the Revelation of BaM'u'Uah, 
Eminently readable and attractive 
in its features, reliable and authori
tative in the material it contains, 
up-to-date, comprehensive and ac-
curate in the mass of information it 
gives, concise and persuasive in its 
treatment of the fundamental as
pects of the Cause, thoroughly rep
resentative in the illustrations and 
photographs it reveals :-it stands 
unexcelled and unapproached by any 
publlcation of its kind in the varied 
literature of our beloved Cause. It 
will, without the slightest doubt, if 
generously and vigorously supported, 
arouse unprecedented interest among 
aU classes of civilized society. 

"I earnestly request you, dearly
beloved friends, to exert the utmost 
effort for the prompt and widespread 
circulation of a book that so faith· 
fully and vividly portrays, in aU its 
essential features, its far-reaching 
ramifications and most arresting as
pects, the al1·encompassing Faith of 
B~ha'u'llah, " 
(Bahci'i Administration, pp. 156-157) 

-BAHA'i PUBLISHING COMMrrn!Z 
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Jubilee Year 

On the commencement of Holy 
Year the National Spiritual Assem
blies of the Baha'i World have ex
changed joyous greetings with their 
fellow Baha'is in other lands. The 
National Assembly of the United 
Sta tes wishes to sha re with the 
American believers the tender and 
loving messages it has received. 
Three will be published here and 
others will appear in succeeding 
months. 

Persia 
"On occasion of the forthcoming 

centenary of the Holy Year Nine, 
with hearts overflowing with love 
and joy, we extend our warmest 
Saha·j greetings and best wishes to 
you and to the members of the 
Baha'i community in your land. 

"Standing on the threshold of this 
blessed Year we ardently hope that 
under the loving guidance of our be
loved Guardian, the organized in
stitutions of our Faith, both local 
and national, and the members of all 
Baha'i communities throughout the 
world, may be able to fulfill their 
respective pioneering pledges ac
cording to plan and to evince the 
sublime spirit, called for by the be
loved Guardian, of solidarity and fel
lowship, unprecedented in the annals 
of the Faith. 

"We also offer fervent prayers 
that in order to solemnise the com
memoration of this Holy Year and 
to demonstrate to the outside world 
the sublime character of the divine 
teachings, the mighty Spirit of 
Baba'u'llah may enable the friends 
to hold befitting celebrations and 
public meetings in their respective 
countries and to participate in the 
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HOLY YEAR GREETINGS 

four inter-continental conferences 
which constitute the noblest embod
iment of the spirit of Baha'i fellow
ship and cooperation on a world 
scale, 

"May we earnestly beg you to 
pray for us as well as for all the 
Persian friends so that the Almighty 
may guide our steps and grant us 
the privilege of rendering a humble 
service to His Cause and thus secure 
the satisfaction of our beloved 
Guardian,'~ 

Australia and New Zealand 
"The Baha'i World stands at the 

threshold of the Centenary of that 
wondrous year-The Mystic and 
Holy Year Nine. 

'In the year nine, ye shall attain 
un to all good.' 

'In the year nine, ye shall attain 
W1to the presence of God.' 

'Wait thou, until nine will have 
elapsed from the time of the Bayan. 
T'nen exclaim; 'Blessed, therefore, 
be God, the most excellent of 
Makers!" God Passes By, p. 29 

j'In the year nine, the summit of 
existence was attained, To us, the 
followers of Baha'u'llah, is given the 
supreme privilege of celebrating the 
one hundredth anniversary of, 'A 
Revelation, hailed as the promise 
and crowning glory of past ages and 
centuries, as the consummation of 
all the Dispensations within the 
Adamic Cyc~e, inaugurating an era 
of at least a thousand years' dura
tion, and a cycle destined to last no 
less than five thousand centuries, . .' 

God Passes By, p. 100 
"We ardently desire to convey to 

our fellow Baha'is on the National 

Spiritual Assemblies throughout the 
globe, our radiant and loving Jubilee 
Year Greetings, and, through you~ 
Jubilee Greetings from Ute Austral
asian and New Zealand Friends to 
their brother and sister Saha'is in 
the area under your jurisdiction. 

"With you and with them we ex
claim: 

'Blessed, therefore, be God, the 
most excel1ent of Makers.' .. 

Egypt and Sudan 
"As we stand at the threshold of 

the fast approaching Year Nine we 
seem to be urged with all the force 
that one can perceptibly bear lead
ing us on to a world the like of 
which no mortal man can ever per
ceive, It is a great privilege to see 
actually the dynamic power of the 
Cause and how it has been model
ling the world on the pattern as laid 
by Baha'u'llah in the Baha'j Admin
istrative Order. 

"We humbly and sincerely request 
you to pray for us that we may all 
be given the capacity to attune our 
souls and hearts to the great on
rushing dynamic energies which 
were released at the dark dungeon 
of Siyiih·CbOl in Tihd.n and have 
been gaining momentum for the past 
hundred years and have given rise 
to the many extant Baha'i Institu
tions in this day, 

"May we all be confirmed and 
strengthened by the invisible Con~ 
course of the Abha Kingdom to arise 
whole-heartedly and loyally serve 
the Cause of Baha'u'llah under the 
leadership of our beloved Guardian 
during the approaching ten years 
which will culmina te in the historic 
Holy Year in 1963." 

• 
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AFRICA 

Great Teaching Strides in Uganda 

The history of the Faith in Uganda 
is continuing its exciting course. Less 
than fifteen months ago the first five 
pioneers arrived there (August 2nd 
1951). By Rio;lvim 1952 there was a 
Local Assembly ready to form in 
Kampala; by the end of May there 
were twelve believers there. Now in 
October in the whole of Uganda there 
are 100 believers. Kampala itself has 
24 members, besides four released 
to form a new group in Jinja. fifty 
miles away, but the majn develop
ment is taking place in the Teso and 
Mbale districts in the east of Ugan
da. This is the home COWl try of one 
of the African believers in Kam
pala, Enoch Olinga, who went there 
for his annual vacation with his wife. 
Their teaching efforts, whilst there, 
roused such enthusiasm and met 
with such amazing results that up 
to now 72 Africans have been accept
ed in that area, and included among 
them are Enoch Olinga's father, his 
cousin, now a powerful and compe
tent teacher of the Faith, and his 
brother's wife, the first Teso woman 
to accept. 

If Enoch Olinga lit the fire. Ali 
Nakhjavani, one of the original five 
pioneers. has fanned it into bright 
flames during a stay of several 
weeks, during which he taught, held 
deepening classes and evaluated the 
declarations which had poured in al
ready. These declarations have been 
made both in English and in African 
languages (mostly Luganda and Te
so), and some of the new believers. 
being unable to write. have had their 
declarations written for them and 
have confirmed their acceptance 
with their thumbprint. 'They have 
come from Roman Catholic, Protes
tant and pagan backgrounds. and at 
least nine tribes are represented 
among them. Their love and enthusi· 
asm for the Faith is tremendous and 
some of them are already showing 
a remarkably deep understanding. 

One thing which has greatly im· 
pressed them all has been the prac-

tical demonstration of the Baha'i 
lack of race prejudice. Ali Nakh
javani during his stay in this area 
has been living with the Africans and 
sleeping in their houses; this, they 
claim, has not been done before, by 
non-Africans. even by missionaries. 
and the Africans have been surprised 
and delighted. 

The new situation has called for a 
new attitude and new machinery to 
deal with it, and the British Africa 
Committee has appointed a Uganda 
Teaching Committee, consisting of 
four pioneers and two Africans, to 
handle all teaching in Uganda out
side Kampala. including the accept
ance of declarations, and has ap
proved their appointing district 
teaching committees to handle local 
matters. Two of these district COIn

mittees have been appointed, con
sisting entirely of newly declared 
African belivers. The constitution of 
proper groups will have to wait a 
while. since there are few villages 
01' concentrations of population, ex
cept the village of Kobwin and the 
town of Mbale; people live scattered 
over the countryside and are liable 
to move suddenly. so that convenient 
focal points are not yet clear. 

The total figures at the moment 
are: Kampala, 24 members, Jinja 
4, Mbale 8, Teso 67. 

(For more news on teaching in 
Uganda see National Assembly sec
tion) 

Pioneering in Afric.an Outposts 

The work in Nairobi has been re
inforced by the arrival of Aziz Yaz
di, who hopes to be allowed to set 
up a business there. Another Per
sian, Mr. M. Afsharian also has a 
visitor's vis a and is on his way there 
to try to settle. Claire Gung hopes 
to move there from her lonely job in 
Lushoto, Tanganyika. in December. 

In Livingstone, N, Rhodesia, Eric 
Manton finds his first need is to 
master the language so that he can 
speak to and understand the Afri
cans, so he is having seven lessons 
a week in Chinyanza. 

Benghazi, Libya, reports now a 
community of seven, made up of six 
pioneers and one new believer. 
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GREAT BRITAIN 

Letter from the Guardian 

The British Baha'i Community re
ceived a letter from the Guardian 
dated June 12th which should prove 
a lasting inspiration. The Guardian 
foreshadows the future tasks with 
which the Community will be hon
oured, calls upon them to meditate 
upon these and defines the detailed 
tasks of the months ahead whose 
successful achievement will open 
the way to this glorious future. 
Speaking of the coming Ten Year 
Crusade the Guardian writes: "In 
the conduct of this world-encompas
sing task, so vast in scope, so thril
ling in its possibilities. so formid
able in its potentialities, the British 
Baha'i Community will be called 
upon to playa preponderating role, 
in conjunction with the American 
Baha'i Community, acting as the 
Chief custodians of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
master Plan, and seconded by its 
sister communities in the British 
Dominions in both Hemispheres, in 
awakening the peoples, races and 
nations comprising the British Com
monwealth and Empire to the re
demptive Message of Baha'u'llah, 
and in establishing, on an unassail
able foundation. the structural basis 
of His World Order" 

Visit of Hand of Cause 

Before Summer SchOOl, the Brit
ish Baha'i communities had the 
memorable privilege of meeting Mr. 
Zikrullah Khadem, a Hand of the 
Cause sent by the Guardian to visit 
all Baha'i communities in Europe. 
During a three weeks tour he spoke 
to a different community each day. 
as well as consulting with the Na
tional Assembly and the Africa Com
mittee. He told us of Haifa and the 
Guardian, bringing both closer to us, 
and strengthening the whole British 
Baha'i Community in the Covenant. 
His tour was in itself a sign of the 
confirmations of Baha'u'lhih, for it 
required travelling to address a 
fresh community each day; was pre
ceded by a similar tour in Europe, 
and was to be followed by a tour in 
Scandinavia and the Netherlands 
prior to attending the European 
Teaching Conference in Luxem
bourg. 
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Briti,h Summer School 

The British Baha '£ Summer School 
was held this year at one of the 
hostels of the University of Wales at 
Bangor, an old town in beautiful 
countryside amongst the Welsh hills. 
The theme was "The Master Figure 
of Human History.it Various speak
ers gave talks in the mornings. The 
afternoons were free except for 
study courses lasting one hour. and 
in the evenings there were programs 
of varying type, including two ar
ranged by the National Assembly, 
two by the Africa Committee and 
two by the National Youth Commit
tee. At one of the National Assembly 
evenings, a part of the Guardian's 
letter of June 30th to the Americ an 
National Assembly, which seemed 
to be addressed to the whole Bah .. 'i 
World, was heard for the first time. 
The highlight of the program for 
many was a study course conducted 
by George Townshend, the British 
Hand of the Cause whose books are 
so well known. This was the first 
Baha'i Summer School to be held in 
Wales, and Bangor is in the part 
where Welsh is the vernacular lan
guage, so that copies of the pam
phlet in Welsh printed two or three 
years ago could be used, The many 
children at the Summer School were 
pleased by the proximity of sandy 
seaside resorts of which several 
were only a short bus-ride away, 
and adults found the many old cas
tles and houses of the neighborhood 
of great interest. Indeed, the whole 
area which centers round Snowdon, 
the highest of the Welsh mountains, 
is reckoned one of the most beauti
ful in the British Isles. 

JAPAN 

Assemblies Expected 
in Kofu and Yokohama 

Shozo Kadota, Japanese Baha'i 
who visited the United States this 
last summer, is noW back in Japan. 
He writes that he is busy again in 
Baha'i activities. He reports that it 
looks as though there will be a Local 
Spiritual Assembly in Kofu by next 
spring, and that they also have good 
propects at Yokohama for an As· 
sembly. 

First Bah6', Wedding in Jap.n 

The first Baha'i marriage of Japan 
occurred recently, when Robert Ima. 
gire, American·Japanese Baha'i who 
has been pioneering in Japan for 
several years, was married to Miss 
Ichige. a member of the Tokyo As· 
sembly on November 9th. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

New Believers 

Since the Buenos Aires Convention 
we have received news of 33 new be
lievers in South America. Distances 
are great and mail service slow, so 
we feel sure there are other reports 
on their way to show the progress 
being made to fulfill our goal of 
"Each One Win One" this year. 

Study and T &aching 

The National Teaching Committee 
of South America prepared special 
material for use on the Centenary 
of the Martyrdom of Tahirih, spirit
ual preparation for the beginning of 
the Jubilee Year, the Birth of the 
Bab, the Day of the Covenant, the 
Ascension of 'Abdu'\·Baha, and the 
Birth of Bahi!'u'llith. All of the Com
munities are planning special pro
grams for the latter occasion as it 
is the first great public celebration 
during Jubilee Year. 

Special institutes are being held 
all over the continent this month to 
study "Drama of Salvation," con
densed for us by Dorothy Baker, and 
we are confident that this will deep
en the devotion of the believers and 
give a new surge to the teaching 
work. 

New T ranslaticns 

Foundations of World Unity has 
just come off the press in a good 
Spanish translation and orders are 
beginning to come in for this invalu
able collection of 'Abdu'l-Baha':o:> 
talks. Senor Salvador Tormo is 
translating the iqan and everyone is 
anxiously awaiting the publication 
which we hope will be finished dur
ing this Baha'i year. 

Consciousness of the larger 
B.h6'f Family 

1] 

The distance in South America is 
so vast; and for that reason it is 
not easy for Baha'is to visit one an
other, but the National Spiritual As
sembly of South America has de
vised a plan whereby delegates pass
ing to and from a convention, and 
National Spiritual Assembly mem
bers enroute to their meetings, are 
urged to stop over and visit Baha'i 
communities along the way, to share 
Baha'i experiences with them. Each 
visit helps us to establish that feel· 
ing of the larger Baha'i family. 

Latin American Bdha'j 
to Teach in Italy 

Miss Mary Binda of Chile, who 
was the secretary of the Inter-Amer
ica Committee in Wilmette in 1950, 
visited with Baha'i friends in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, Montevideo, Uru
guay, Santos and Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
enroute to Rome, Italy. There she 
expects to find secretarial work, as 
well as offer her services in the 
Baha'i activities in Italy. 

History of the Faith in South America 

The National Committee of the 
Baha'i history of South America is 
untiring in its efforts to complete 
the history of the beginnings of the 
Baha'i Faith in each of the 10 coun
tries of South America. They are 
preparing a file of historic material 
for an exhibit at the Jubilee cele
bration and the 1953 convention in 
Lima, Peru. 

Child Education Activity 

The National Committee of Child 
Education in South America is pay
ing for a page to be included in 
each issue of the Baha'i News Bul
~etin of South America. The material 
emphasizes the need of parent and 
child education in the homes, based 
upon the psychology fotmd in the 
Baha'i writings, as well as other 
sources. In commemoration of the 
Jubilee Year there will be a con
tinued story about the Life of 
Baha'u'llah. This is an historical nar
rative as told by the daughter of 
Bahil'u'llah, Bahiyyih Khimum. Pho· 
tographs of Baha'i families will lend 
a realistic touch of our family life 
in South America. 
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PEORIA OPENS HAZIRATU'L-QUDS 

The Baha'i Community of Peoria, 
Ill., together with the Baha'i group 
of Limestone township and a num
ber of isolated Baha'is in suburban 
areas, have been enjoying the facili
ties of a newly opened Baha'i Cen
ter. 

It is conveniently located in a cen
tral area and was converted from 
an attractive home into a community 
headquarters_ It has been leased by 
the Spiritual Assembly of Peoria and 
furnished for classes, lectures, 
prayer and worship, social activities, 
a children's school, and a library. 

The opening was celebrated with 
an open house which was attended 
by over 100 non-Baha'is. The univer
sality of the Faith was well demon
strated by the varied group which 
inc1uded, among others: three stu
dents from wesfern Africa, a Chi
nese student, a young Persian from 
Tihran as well as a few civic and 
religious leaders. A local green
house sent flowers, and a Rabbi his 
best wishes. 

The first fruits of the new center 
have been increased attendance at 
Feasts, added unity among the be
lievers, greatly increased contribu
tions to the local fund, and a new 
medium for teaching the Faith_ 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 

One of the believers has kindly 
sent in a typed copy of a passage 
about the Faith included in a book 
entitled The Wonder Boole of History, 
Science, Nature 1 Literature, Art, Re
ligion and Philosophy by Henry 
Thomas, published at New York, 
1937. Though the author stated that 
'Abdu'l-Baha was the Founder, and 
failed to grasp the nature of a new 
world Faith, nevertheless he wrote in 
a good spirit and his words would 
leave a favorable impression of the 
Faith in the reader's mind. 

Two current publications mention
ing the Cause have appeared in Chi
cago. One See Chicago is a guide 
published by CTA Charter Service_ 
Its list of "Buildings, Public and Pri
vate" recommended to the tourist 

includes the Baha'i Temple: HOne of 
the finest architectural achieve
ments in the world." 

The other publication is a weekly 
guide entitled Where (when, where, 
what in Chicago) a well printed il
lustrated magazine of 20 pages which 
provides a theatre, shopping and din
ing out guide to Chicago visitors. 
Its issue of October 25 devotes a 
full page article to "Centennial of a 
Faith" which contains a very com
plete description of the Temple and 
the story of its cons truction, with a 
photograph. "Dedication of the tem
ple next May will highlight the 
Baha'is' year of celebration of the 
Centennial of their faith." 

Pathfinder, one of the country's 
most respected periodicals, with a 
circulation of 1,200,000, has carried 
a story of the Bah,,'i Faith and its 
Centenary observance, in a repre
sentative article titled "Baha'i, 100 
Years of a One-World Religion," is
sue of November 19. Two pictures 
of the Baha'i Temple are included. 

Pathfinder circulates chi e fly 
among smaller communities of the 
country, and is primarily a subscrip
tion magazine, although it is sold on 
news stands in some localities. Its 
aim is an impartial recording of 
what is going on in our government, 
and in the world, and its appeal is 
largely to people who lead whole
some family lives, and who in many 
cases live in smaH town and rural 
communities. 

BAHA'I HOLY DAYS RECOGNIZED 

Washington, D.C. has acted on the 
Guardian's wish that Baha'i chil
dren be permitted leave of absence 
from school on our Holy Days. 

The Superintendent of Schools 
acknowledged the Assembly's letter 
and wrote: j'lf the parents of these 
children submit requests in writing 
asking that their children be excused 
for religious purposes on the school 
days given in your letter their re
quests will be granted." 

Another report from local Assem
bliE;'s which have applied for recogni
tion of the Holy Days by the public 
schools has come from the Seattle 
Assembly_ 

On September 16, 1952, the Super
intendent of Schools wrote the As
sembly a letter containing the fol
lowing: "My suggestion is that you 
notify the parents of children that 
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they may be excus ed on request of 
the parents who should specifically 
state that the reason is that the par
ticular day is a Holy Day of their 
faith." 

BAHA'I BRIEFS 

From Chic: ago, Illinois comes the 
news that The Maroon~ student 
newspaper of the University of Chi
cago referred to the Baha'i Fellow
ship there as the "most active re
ligious group on the campus. H 

The RTC of Mi.bigan reports the 
placing of copies of Bahri!u'lZtih and 
the New Era in 6 libraries of 14-
in the state in cities where the popu
lation is 10,000 or more that had 
no Baha'i literature. They hope to 
furnish the other 8 in the near future. 

Pennsylvania reports 7 Firesides 
arranged in isolated sections of the" 
region. Also, Philadelphia has had 
several calls from people who read 
the recent article in Ebony Maga
zine. 

Eliot, Maine has held 2. series of 
public meetings on SWlday after
noons at Fellowship House. 

We have word of a very heartening 
"All-Out All-Area Rally" held at Le
moyne College in Memphis, Ten
nessee by the ATC, SS (Western Di
vision). Under the banner of "Opera
tion Enthusiasm" the meeting was 
planned to reach as many as pos
sible of the believers in the south
western area to inspire, stimulate 
and prepare them for an intensive 
teaching campaign towards the goal 
of "Each One. Win One." 

The RTC of Illinois points up the 
tremendous task on the home front 
with this terse announcement in its 
Bulletin: HWanted! Before the next 
issue of the Bulletin, 10, preferably 
more, names of new believers in 
our region." 

Cleveland, Ohio mailed out four 
hundred invitations to contacts and 
friends for a public meeting. Over 
200 people responded by attending 
the meeting. Two local radio 
stations, WDOK and WSRS, also 
broadcast fifteen minute interviews 
with Mrs_ Mildred Mottahedeh, the 
speaker. 

In connection with the Centenary 
Milwaukee, Wis. and the surround
ing communities have instituted an 
intensive campaign of newspaper ad-
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BaM'is attendinC' the Area BaUy called by the Area. TeaclUDg' Committee for the Southem States, Western Division. fa 
Memphis, Tennessee, at Lemoyne Co1lege, August 30-31. 1952.. 

vertising to attract new seekers. Al
so, Mrs. Florence Fat'he-Aazam 
(formerly Florence Piepenburg of 
Milwaukee and Los Angeles) was 
the reason for further publicity for 
the Faith as she received write-ups 
in both Milwaukee newspapers con
cerning her departure for Africa to 
pioneer with her husband. The ar
ticles stressed the fact that Baha'is 
first serve the people whom they go 
to live among and then live the life 
that will inspire them to ask for 
guidance. 

Everything we do can be used to 
promote the Baha'i World Faith. 
This was again demonstrated when 
the Michigan City Post-Dispatch re
ported the marriage of a former 
resident under the headline, "Miss 
Arnold Choses Baha'i World Faith 
Wedding Ceremony." 

A Providence, R. I. believer was 
able to have the Faith mentioned 
over radio station WHIN by pre
paring a script on the topic, jlCuri
ous and Interesting Gardens of the 
World" in which the Garden of Ric).
vim in Baglldad and the Shrine Gar
dens on Mt. Carmel were described, 
and submitting it to the conductor 

of a women's program, who read 
the whole article on the air. 

It is interesting to note that more 
and more young people are being 
attracted to the Faith. Recently 
youth have been enrolled in Boston, 
Hinsdale, N. H., and Chicago. Santa 
Barb ara, Californill is looking for 
young couples or individuals to settle 
there to attract some of the many 
yOtu1g people in that area. 

4---------------~ 

Unity of Purpose 

Let us always remember the at
tracting power of love and unity 
among the Baha'is. May each of us 
resolve to promote unity with every 
thought, word and action. In the 
words of the Guardian, "Let us, with 
a pure heart, with humility and ear
nestness, turn afresh to His COWl

sels and exhortations, and seek from 
that Source of Celestial Potency all 
the guidance, the spirit. the power 
which we shall need for the fulfill
ment of our mission in this life. 

"Behold, the station to which 
'Abdu'l-Baha is noW calling His loved 

ones from the Realm of Glory: 
'It behooveth the loved ones of 
God to be enamored of one an
other and to sacrifice themselves 
for their fellow-workers in the 
Cause. They should yearn towards 
one another even as the sore 
a thirst yearneth for the Water of 
Life, and the lover burneth to meet 
his heart's desire.' 
"Such is the sublime~ the glorious 

position He wishes us, and all the 
peoples and kindreds on earth, to 
attain in this wOrld; how much more 
to achieve unity and common un
derstanding among ourselves, and 
then to arise to herald with one voice 
the coming of the Kingdom and the 
salvation of mankind. 

"With unity of purpose firmly es
tablished in our minds, with every 
trace of personal animosity banish
ed from our hearts, and with the 
spirit of whole-hearted and sustain
ed fellowship kindled in our souls, 
can we hope to deliver effectively 
the Message of Baha'u'llah, and exe
cute faithfully the various provisions 
of our Beloved's Will and Testa
ment." 

(Baha'i Administration, pp. 35-'16) 

, . 
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EACH ONE WIN ONE 
WHERE WE STAND 

It is time to take inventory for the concluding months of the Second 
Seven Year Plan: Time to plan wisely the use of every ounce of energy, 
of every minute of time in order to win complete victory. 

Let us consider again the national goals for consolidation of the 
home front, an essential base for the coming Ten Year Crusade. The 
Guardian calls on us to "assiduously execute" this plan and uunder 
no circumstances" to allow it "to deteriorate or fall into abeyance." 
THE NATIONAL GOALS 

I. Complete rededication to America's Spiritual Mission. 
2. Our theme and individual goal BEach One Win One." 
3. Extension of the Faith beyond Fairbanks, Alaska and nearer to 

the Arctic Circle. 
4. Consolidation and extension of teaching activities among the 

American indians. 
5. Widening the representative nature of the American Baha'i Com

munity. 
Victory depends on each of us. Do you have all of the suggestions 

and material published this year to help win the specific goals in your 
region and are a ? 
PUBLISHED AIDS AND SUGGESTIONS 

America's God-Given Mission 
See publishing announcement, Baha'i News, May 1952, p. 14 and 
"'Tips for Teaching" on page 10 of the July issue. 

Teaching Problems, by Rul)iyyih Khilnum. 
See publishing announcement, Baha'i News, July 1952, p, 12 and 
"Tips for Teaching" on p. 14 of the August issue. 

To Teach the Cause of God-What I Can Do As An Individual Be
liever. Special insert, Baha'i News, August 1952. 

Building the Baha'i Community 
Special insert, Baha'i News, September, 1952. 

Opening a New City to the Baha'i Faith. 
See "Tips tor Teaching," Baha'i News, November, 1952. 

Teaching the American Indians 
Available from American National Teaching Committee. See an
nouncement elsewhere in issue. 

Handbook of the Two Year PTogram of Preparation 
Available from the Publishing Committee. 

A Pilgrim's Notes on Teaching and Administration 
Baha'i News, December. 1952, pp. 5-7. 

"Tips for Teaching," published each month in Baha'i News, 
-AMERICAN NATIONAJ~ TEACHING COMMI'ITE:E. 

Greateit of Divine Bestowals Word. of H 81 en Keller 

"Today the greatest of all divine 
bestowals is teaching the Cause of 
God for it is fraught with confirma
tions. Every teacher is confirmed and 
is favored at the Divine Thresh
old. In the estimation of the Ideal 
King, the army which is in front 
of the battlefield is encircled with 
the glances of His mercifulness, and 
in the sight of the Divine Farmer, 
the sower of the seed is accepted 
and favored. 1t 

"The philosophy of Bahit'u'llah de
serves the best thought we can give 
it .... What nobler theme than the 
'good of the world and the happiness 
of the nations' can occupy our lives? 
The message of universal peace will 
surely prevail. It is useless to com
bine or conspire against an idea 
which has in it potency to create a 
new earth and a new heaven and to 
quicken human beings with a holy 
passion of service." (From Tablet to 

Agnes B. Alexander, 1941) (Appreciations of BaM'i Faith) 
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BAHA'I CENTENARY NEWS 

Splendid cooperation and gratify
ing results from the Baha'i press 
representatives in the various as
semblies and groups, as well as from 
isolated believers, is reported by the 
Baha'i Centenary News Service, 
which announces that news of the 
Holy Yea r is gaining momentum 
throughout the country. 

Reports and clippings, many of 
them carrying generous headlines, 
indicated a new attitude on the part 
of the press, and a new interest in 
Baha'is and their activities. 

Believers are asked to send one 
copy of each item published-news. 
pictures or features-as well as a 
list of all radio and TV broadcasts 
produced, to the Baha'i Centenary 
News Service. This is the committee 
responsible for press and radio news 
of the Centenary year events. 

Two magazines of national circu~ 
latian are preparing articles about 
the Baha'i Centenary, and others are 
anticipated. All Baha'is who would 
like to write an article relating to 
the Faith and the events of the Cen
tenary Year, or a bout personalities 
connected with the Faith and the ac
tivities of the Holy Year, are en
couraged to do so. They will be re
sponsible for placing their own ar
ticles. Please send manuscripts to 
the Baha'i Centenary News Service 
for clearance as to latest facts and 
information. Manuscripts will be re
turned promptly. This committee has 
available for free lance writers a se
lected list of 129 magazines which 
accept articles from outside sources. 
This list will be sent to those writers 
who submit manuscripts for cle~r
ance. 

Baha'i Centenary news releases 
are being sent not only to the Baha'i 
press representatives for their re
distribution, but also to the wire 
services, feature syndicates, colum. 
nish, foreign correspondents and 
leading periodicals of the country. 
Believers are asked to be on the 
alert for these articles, and to send 
copies of all references to the Faith 
to the Baha'i Centenary News Serv
ice, Mrs. Nina Matthisen, Secretary, 
77 E. Cedar St., Chicago, 11, Illinois. 
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WORLD RELIGION DAY 

Fourth annual World Religion Day 
will be observed Sunday, January 18, 
as one of the three major local cele· 
brations of the Baha'i Centenary 
year. 

World Religion Day was originated 
and introduced by the Baha'is of 
the United States, and is for the 
purpose of acquainting the public 
with the principle of religious unity. 

Baha'i communities are urged to 
use their ingenuity to provide wide 
publicity for this event. News re
leases will be supplied by the Baha', 

. Centenary News Service. Radio 
scripts on "Centenary of Universal 
Religion" and "Birth of World Re

. ligion," both sui table for World Re
ligion Day, are available for 25 cents 
each. An advertising mat suitable 
and reusable for all local meetings 
is available at 30 cents each. Local 
copy may be added. 

Order radio scripts and mats from 
Bahati Centenary News Service. 

The new Jubilee booklet "The Mis
sion of Baha 'u'llah," is suggested for 
use in connection with World Reli· 
ginn Day meetings. Cost: 5 for $1.00. 

Other suitable pamphlets include 
"The Faith of Baha'u'llah, A World 
Religion" by Shoghi Effendi, 10 cents 
each. and "Christians, Jews and 
Muhammadans," 2 cents each. All 
pa~phlets available from Baha'i 
Publishing Committee. 

AUDIO-VISUAL COMMITTEE 

New Teaching Materi.ls 

35 mm, Color Slides: 
43 Haifa slides from Weedin views t 

$10.75 including postage 
105 Haifa slides from Weedin and 

Hautz views, 
$26.65 including postage 

(The above slides are mounted in 
usual cardboard mounts.) 
75 Loubelen color slides with tha 

Louhelen story. Script accompany
ing slides-cardboard mounted, 

$25.00 
There will be additional announce· 

ments regarding other materials for 
tea ching later. 

Address all communications to 
the secretary: 

Mr. Archie G. Tichenor 
Audio-Visual Committee 
72 Delaware Avenue 
Dumont, New Jersey 
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Bah8.'i display in .a store wiDdo" in Providence. Rhode IslaDd. This display was 
exhibited lor two weeks in March. 1952. 

Exhibit at the Western Idaho state Fair in August, 1952, prepared by BahA'is 01 
Boise, Idaho and Ada County, Idaho. Free literature was distributed and many 

contacts made. This was the first Sta.te Fair Bab6.'i exhibit. 

UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE 

United Nations Kit 

The United Nations Committee 
wishes to correct an error in the 
cost of the kit which ha s been an
nounced as $4.00. 

The cost of the United Nations Kit 
is $6.00 and the Kit is offered the 
friends at this cost price. 

The material is extremely helpful 
for meetings and contacts related to 
United Nations and international 
subjects. 
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EUROPEAN TEACHING COMMITTEE 
The Passing of a Pioneer 

On November 12, while the Baha'i 
world was celebrating the anniver
sary of the birth of Bahit'u'llith, Dag
mar Dole passed to the Abha King
dom. 

For some months Dagmar had 
been in ill health. She arrived for 
the Luxem bourg Conference but be
came too ill to participate. She was 
immediately sent to the Val mont 
Clinic, situated in one of the loveliest 
spots of Switzerland. above Mon
treux. Here, for two months, Dag
mar rested and received treatment. 
On the 8th of November she became 
very ill, passed into a state of un
consciousness and five days later 
slipped through the "Open Door" to 
pioneer in the worlds of God. 

In California, through her friend 
Marion Holley-Hofman, Dagmar first 
heard of the BaM'i Faith and im
mediately accepted it. Hers was an 
active Baha'i life. Soon after becom
ing a declared believer she went to 
Glendale, California, to help main
tain Assembly status, under the first 
Seven Year Plan. She then became 
active in the Baha'i work in Central 
and South America and served as 
Chairman of the Inter-America 
Committee. 

Later she journeyed to Alaska, and 
did valuable work in consolidating 
the Baha'i community on that fron
tier. From Anchorage she went to 
the Bristol Bay area in the Bering 
Sea, and worked among the Eskimos 
and Alaskan Indians working in the 
fishing industry. Her service to these 
minority people cannot be measured. 
She won their friendship because she 
gave them her love and compassion. 
She served them both rna terially and 
spiritually. She was their friend. 

Then came the Second Seven Year 
Plan and the call for Pioneers in the 
European Field, and Dagmar re
sponded. She was a ssigned to Copen
hagen, Denmark. Here again, she 
served the Faith she loved so well 
with steadfastness and courage. Her 
record in Denmark is rich: She, 
along with other pioneers and Jo
hanne Hoegge was instrumental in 
bringing forty-seven believers into 
the Faith in Denmark. Her last pion
eering assignment was to Italy, 
where she served both in Naples 
and in Milan. 

In the village of Glion, high on the 
slopes of the Swiss Alps, lies Dag-

mar-where in the springtime the 
white narcissus pour out their frag
rance and the snow-capped moun
tains eternally stand sentinel. 

Snow was soitly falling, covering 
everything in a mantle of white, as 
members of Dagmar's family, and 
her Baha'i friends from all over 
Switzerland gathered for the funeral 
service. During her short stay in Val
mont. Dagmar had won the hearts 
of the entire staff. The doctors, 
nurses, the maids. all came to pay 
their last tribute because they too 
loved her. 

At the opening words of the fu
neral service-"From the sweet 
scented streams of Thine Eternity 
give me to drink 0 my God . . . 
Within the garden of Thine immor
tali ty, before Thy caun tenance, let 
me abide for ever . . .", a shaft of 
light pierced the snow-clouds and 
shone upon that open grave. How 
could one be sad? How could one 
be sad at the passing of one who had 
been obedient to the command of her 
Lord-"Teach ye the Cause of God" 
-says Bahlt'u'lllth. From the mo
ment of her recognition of the Cause 
of God, Dagmar rose up and carried 
the Banner of Baha'u'llfth to far off 
Alaska, back across the American 
continent, over the Atlantic to the 
shores of Europe, where she fell in 
action. 

uShe died in 'Battle Dress', said 
the Guardian. "It is wonderful to 
die in active service." 

Looking up at those majestic 
mountains one was reminded of the 
qualities of Dagmar-Nobility and 
Strength. Thinking of the starry 
white na rcissus that will blossom 
over those mountain slopes, one saw 
her innate purity; that delicate shy
ness and awareness that were hers. 

"Her spiritual station is very 
high." These words of the Guar
dian gave us a sense of pure joy. 

"Her grave will be a great bless
ing to Switzerland-to all Europe. 
She is the first to give her life for the 
Cause in the European project. Her 
resting place is important." Already 
evidence of these words of the Guard
ian has been manifested. One can
not express in words the sense of 
feeling. One knew the leaven of the 
Faith was working, cementing those 
souls standing at that open grave 
into one unit---€ach pledging renewed 
effort in carrying forward the Ban
ner that Dagmar laid into our hands. 
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Mrs. Anna. Kunz of Urbana, minois, 
sailed October 3rd for Europe to pioaeer 
in Zurich, Switzerland. Mrs. KIIDS 
pioneered in Bern. Switzerlaud for two 
years, earUer in the Seven Year Plau_ 

"Death proffereth unto every 
confident believer the cup that is 
life indeed. It bestoweth joy, and js 
the bearer of gladness. It conferreth 
the gift of everlasting life." Dagmar 
is that confident believer to whom 
Baha'u'llah gave this glorious prom-
ise. 

-HoNOR KEMProN 

Activities in Europa 

At the time that these notes are 
being written, the Chairman of the 
European Teaching Committee is in 
Haifa. She hopes to confer with the 
Guardian regarding the program 
and general plans for the third great 
Teaching Conference of the Jubilee 
Year to be held in Stockholm Swe
den, July, 1953. 

Several regional Teaching Confer
ences are being held in goal coun
tries of Europe following the Luxem
bourg Conference and Summer 
School reported in last month's 
Baha'i News. Where possible, these 
conferences have been placed in cit
ies where intensive teaching work is 
being started by Regional Commit
tees. On Sept. 12-14 the Iberian Con
ference was held in Lisbon Portugal; 
on Nov. 1 and 2, the Benelux Con
ference in Antwerp, Holland; on Oct. 
30 and 31 and Nov. 1 and 2, the 
Scandinavian Conference in Oslo, 
Norway; on Nov. 4 and 5, the All-
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Swiss Conference in Basel. Exten· 
sion teaching projects are actually 
under way in anum her of cities in 
each of these regions, and it is quite 
possible that by the middle of the 
coming momentous decade in Baha'i 
history two or three new National 
Spiritual Assemblies will have been 
formed in such groups of countries 
as those listed above. We shall all 
have heard ere the December News 
that the first of these to be formed 
in April. 1953. will be called the Italo
Swiss National Spiritual Assembly. 

To facilitate teaching work, the 10-
cation of several of the European 
pioneers has been changed recently: 
Amelia Bowman is now in Bergen, 
Norway; Mildred Clark has moved 
from Luxembourg to Oslo, Norway; 
Don and Doris Corbin from Stock
holm to Gothenburg, Sweden; Doris 
Lohse from Zurich, Switzerland to 
Luxembourg; Rita Van Zombeek 
from Amsterdam. Holland to Milan. 
lfaly; and Elsa Steinmetz is moving 
to Basel, Switzerland. Returning pio
neers! Etty Graeffe and Anna Kunz, 
have reached their new posts in 
Stockholm, Sweden and Zurich, 
Switzerland resp€Ctively. 

Ned Blackmer. after years of 
service in Brussels, Belgium has re
turned home. 

AMERICAN NATIONAL TEACHING 
COMMITTEE 

"Teaching American Indiansn Bulletin 

The bulletin on "Teaching Ameri
can Indians" issued by the Ameri
can National Teaching Committee 
referred to by the National As
sembly may be obtained by writing: 
American National Teaching Com
mittee. Miss Charlotte Linfoot. Sec
retary, 156 Nova Drive, Piedmont 
10, California. 

Tips lor Teaching 

From bulletins and reports of Re
gional Teaching Committees come 
the following examples of ways to 
make contacts. 

The Regional Teaching Committee 
for Arizona contacted newspaper 
editors in that region by sending 
excerpts from the Writings with an 
explanatory letter. The letter pro
vided an opportunity to acquaint the 
editor with salient facts about the 
Faith; when and where it was found-

, 
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Baba. 'i Exhibi1; a1; Cbesbire Fair in Keene, New Hampshire, August n to U, preparec1 
by Retional TeachiD« CommIttee of Maine, New Hampsbire and VermoDl. The 
Massachusetts Regional Teachill« Committee used this exhibit lor the Topsfield Fair 
in Septe-mber, A public meeting was Ite]d at Keene Teachers Co1lege on August 2'7 

as a follow-up. 

ed. its present status and its es
sential purpose. The excerpts in
cluded various spiritual teachings for 
the individual, and selections con
cerning "Faith for All Nations." The 
committee suggested that the ex
cerpts might be used as a continued 
1eature or singly as fill-ins between 
news items. The letter stated that 
the committee planned to send re
leases about state, national or in
ternational Baha'i activity, which 
they hoped the editor would find of 
interest. Literature about the Faith 
was offered upon request. 

The Alaska RTC reported a 
method of contacting which has also 
been used in Massachusetts. This 
was a letter sent to a selected list 
of individuals in the community, call
ing their attention to a copy of 
Bahti'u111cih and the New ETa~ newly 
placed in the local library. The let
ter opened with "There's a new book 
in our local library that has some 
amazing things to say! It might of
fer you a satisfactory answer to such 
timely questions as .. ," The ques
tions included: "What specific 
hurdles must be scaled before lU1i· 
versal peace can become a reality? 
(p. 211). If a Prophet like Jesus, 
or Mul')ammad or Moses appeared 
today how would you know him 7 
(p. 10)'" Several other questions 
were listed. The address of the RTC 
was given in case the contact wished 

further information. 
The Extension Teaching Commit

tee of the Los Angeles Spiritual AfY
sembly is using the team approach 
in their goal cities. This technique 
uses to advantage the special abili
ties of the members of the teams. 
Some work as "openers:' others as 
Hdeepenerslt and "confirmers." This 
is similar to the method used within 
certain communities where some of 
the believers work principally in de
veloping contacts to the point where 
they wish to study. Others conduct 
classes to give the inquirer a weU
rounded view of the his tory, princi
pal teachings and purpose of the 
Faith. In some places still others ac
tually prepare the inquirers for en
rollment. 

Balui'i Calendar, 1953. A most at
tractive, special Jubilee Year Cal
endar has been designed for 1953. It 
features a scratch-board dra~ng of 
the Temple landscaping done by 
Carl Scheffler. It will be 8>;"- x 14". 
in four colors t red, green t black and 
white. 
Correction on Open Door .. $ .10 each 

50 for ...... 4.50 



DIRECTORY ADDITIONS AND 
CHANGES 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 
South Gate, Calif. 

Mrs. Asher Goodrick, Act. Sec'y. 
9829 Elizabeth Ave. 

Greenwich, Conn. 
Mrs. Mary F. Sw.n, Sec'y. 
635 Steamboat Rd. 

Phoenix, Ariz. 
Mrs. Ruth Humphrey, Sec'y. 
330 West Almeria 

Kansas City, Mo. 
Mrs. Olivia Kelsey, Sec·y. 
4147 Prospect Avenue 

Ridgewood, N. J. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Schmidt, Sec'y. 
80 Oak Street 

Regional Teaching Committees: 
RTC of Ohio 

Mrs. Florence Reeb, See'y_ 
2803 Sherwood Rd., Apt. A 
Columbus, 9, Ohio 

RTC of Western Mass., Conn. 
Mrs. Donald H. Cruikshank, Act. 
See'y. 
138 Main St. 
WesUield, Mass. 

RTC of New Jersey 
Mrs. William Towart. Chairman 

RTC of Eastern Mass. R.I. 
Miss Jeannette Silberman. See'y_ 
26 Bernon St. 
Providence, R. I. 

RTC of Oregon 
Mrs. Linda Choquette, Sec'y_ 
P. O. Box 792 
St. Helens, Ore. 

National Committees: 
Northeastern States 

Mrs. Eunice Shurcliff, See'y. 
22 East St. 
Ipswich, Mass. 

BAHA'I NEWS NOTICES 
Please send all notices of change 

of address, marriages, deaths, 
changes in Committee personnel, 
and all inquiries about receiving 
Baha'i News to: 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Rd. 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Boise, Idaho, Miss Olga 1. Shirley to 
Mr. Donald E. Asal (non-Baha'i) 
March 17, 1952 

Indianapolis, Indiana, Miss Marie V. 
Holly (non-Baha'i) to Mr. Albert 
E. Richardson, May 2, 1952 

Chula Vista, Calif. Miss Zelma J. 
Horne to Mr. Thomas F. Krug, 
(non-Baha'i}, Sept. 11, 1952 

Detroit, Mich. Mrs. Gertrude Camp
bell to Mr. John Ellis Winston, 
(non-Baha'i), October 4, 1952 

Inglewood, Calif., Mrs. Harriette 
Petersen to Mr. Robert P. Hubert, 
(non·Baha'i), September 14, 1951 

Greenwich. Conn. Miss Sandra Ma ry 
Swan to Grant C. Hadden, JW1e, 
1952 

SI. Paul, Minn., Mrs. Eowyn Jen· 
sen to Mr. William Cardinal. (date 
not reported) 

East Cleveland, Ohio, Miss May E. 
Lawson to Mr. Gordon J. Haskin 
October 18, 1952 

Chicago, Ill. Miss Georgine Arnold 
to Mr. Robert E. Maul, October 
26, 1952 

Spokane, Wa sh. Mrs. Pea r I Hanchett 
to Mr. Harvey A. Roberts (non
Baha'i) June 18, 1952 

Spokane, Wash. Mrs. Goldie Adler 
to Mr. Percy F. Bennett (non· 
Baha'i) August 15, 1952 

West Englewood, N.J., Miss Mary 
Louise Kelsey to Mr. Richard T. 
Suhm, October 19, 1952 

New York, N.Y., Miss Rose de I. 
Rosias (non-Baha'i) to Mr. Chico 
Santano February 16, 1952 

New York, N.Y., Miss Faridih 
Rafa'at to Mr. Reza Mobine 
October 18, 1952 

Indianapolis, Indiana, Luz Berrios 
(non-Baha'i) to Pedro A. De La 
Cruz, November 17, 1950, at Gua
yamllu, Puerto Rico 

Detroit, Mich., Mrs. Patricia Edson 
Techtor to Mr. Joseph James 
Zabelski, October 31, 1952 
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World Religion Day 
Sunday, January 18, 1953 
Feasts: 
December 12-Masa'il, Questions 
December 31-~araf, Honor 
January 19-5ultan, Sl)vereignty 
National Spiritual Assembly Meet-

ings: 
December 12, 13, and 14. 
January 9, 10, and 11. 

Mr. Harry Gale, Maywood, ill. Sep
tember 29, 1952 

Mrs. Maude B. Johnstone, Pasadena, 
Calif. September 25, 1952 

Mrs. Emily Warner, Saugatuck, 
Mich. (Several years ago) 

Mr. Don Thomas MacNally, Milwau
kee, Wise. (Several years ago) 

Mr. Harry R. Munson, Walnut Creek, 
Calif. April, 1952 

Miss Maude Mickle, Eliot, Maine, 
July 22, 1952 

Mr. Sidney Silvester, Los Angeles, 
Calif. October, 1952 

Miss Viola Wennergren, Buzzards 
Bay, Mass. October, 1952 

Mrs. Frances Guy, Agusta, Maine 
September, 1952 

Mrs. Gertrude Olmstead, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. October 22, 1952 

Dr. George M. Leaf, Los Angeles, 
Calif. October 22, 1952 

Mrs. Letitia Main, Prescott, Ariz. 
September 29, 1952 

Mr. Joseph Galvin, Ridgewood, N.J. 
October 1952 

Mrs. Georgia Carr t Chicago, Ill. 
(date not known) 

Mrs. Marguerite Forbes, Santa 
Rosa, Calif. (date not known) 

Miss Dagmar Dole, Valmont, Switz
erland, November 12, 1952. 
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non of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International BaM'i Council, and the general announcements pre
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of othe[' lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the drst day of the 
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Illinois, U.S.A. 



THE GUARDIAN APPOINTS 
REPRESENTATIVES TO ATIEND THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 

(On) occasion (of) Centenary (of) 
Baha'u'Jlah's release (from) oppres
sive imprisonment (in the) Siyah
Chill, Tihrim, synchronizing (with 
the) termination (of the) epoch-mak
ing. two-month period associated 
(with the) Birth (of) His Revelation, 
unsurpassed, with (the) sole excep
tion (of the) Declaration (of) His 
mission, (by) any episode (in the) 
world's spiritual history. call upon 
Baha'i communities, East (and) 
West, (to) ponder (the) unique sig
nificance, focus attention (on) im
perative requirements (and to) re
spond worthily (to the) challenge of
fered each (of the) four fate-laden, 
fast - approaching Intercontinental 
Conferences, constituting (the) high
lights (of) recently ushered-in Holy 
Year. 

Desire (to) announce (the) ap
pointment (of the) Hands (of the) 
Cause, honored (by) direct associa
tion (with the) newly-initiated enter
prises (at the) world center (of the) 
Faith, (to) act, (in) addition (to) 
their individual participation (in the) 
deliberations (at the) forthcoming 
Conferences, (as) my special repre
sentatives, entrusted (with a) four
fold mission: (to) bear, for (the) 
edification (of the) attendants, a 
precious remembrance (of the) Co
founder (of the) Faith, deliver my 
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official message (to the) assembled LookiD&: from the roof of the octapD toward ~Akki.- twenty mUes 
believers, elucidate (the) character around the curve of the Bay of Haifa. 
(and) purposes (of the) impending 
decade-long spiritual World Crusade 
(and) rally (the) participants (to) 
energetic, sustained, enthusiastic --....... ,.....--....... .,..---... ~ ~ ....---..... ....--... ~ ......--..... "...-....... ..,,--
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prosecution (of the) colossal tasks 
ahead. 

Instructing (the) President (of the) 
International Baha'i Council, Mason 
Remey, Member at Large, Ugo 
Giachery, (and) Secretary-General, 
Leroy Ioas, (to) discharge these 
functions (in the) course (of the) 
New Delhi, Stockholm (and) Kam
pala Conferences, respectively. 

Delegating Amalu'l-Baha, accom
panied (by) Vice-President (of the) 
International Council, Amelia Col
lins, (to) fulfil three of (the) above 
mentioned functions, as well as 
carry (on) my behalf, (to) unveil 
(on the) occasion (of the) comple
tion (of the) cons truction (of the) 
Mother Temple (of the) West, (to 
the) privileged attendants (at the) 
Wilmette Conference (a) most priz
ed remembrance (of the) Author (of 
the) Faith, (which) never before left 
(the) shores (of the) Holy Land, to 
be placed beneath (the) dome (of 
the) consecrated edifice. Moreover 
assigning her (the) task (to) act (as) 
my deputy (at the) historic cere
mony marking (the) official Dedi
cation (of the) holiest Mashriqu'l
Adhkar (of the) Baha'i world reared 
(to the) everlasting glory (and) hon
or (of the) Most Great Name (in 
the) heart (of the) North American 
continent. 

Haifa, Israel 
December 15, 1952 

(signed) SHOGm 

I;OMMENTAFlY; NATIONAL SPIRITU"L ASSEI<IIBLY 

Dear Baha'; friends: 

The Guardian's message of Octo
ber 8, 1952, created for us a majestic, 
a stupendous panorama lover the 
whole range of achievements to be 
undertaken and carried to fulfilment 
by the Baha'; world community dur
ing the ten year cru<ade. No be
liever could have anticipated a pro
gram so vast. a victory so superb 
by 1963. 

Now our great and inspired Leader 
has announced hoW this crusade. at 
each of the four intercontinental con
ferences, is to receive inspiration 
and guidance from the Guardian
ship itself through those Hands of 
the Cause Ilhonored by direct as
sociation with the newly-initiated en
terprises at the world center of the 
Faith." To each conference a Hand 

of the Cause will bear a fourfold 
mission as the Guardian'S special 
representative, and to the Dedica
tion of the Temple in Wilmette, and 
to the All-America conference, Sho
ghi Effendi has announced a supreme 
blessing through the delegation of 
Amatu'l·Baha (Ruhiyyih :Kbimum) 
as his representative, accompanied 
by the Vice President of the Council, 
Mrs. Amelia E. Collins. In ad
dition to carrying our her functions 
at the All-America Intercontinental 
Conference, Amatu'l-Baha will bring! 
to unveil on the occasion of the com
pletion of the construction of the 
Temple a greatly prized remem
brance of Baha'u'lli3.h to be pre
served beneath the dome of the 
House of Worship. Furthermore she 
will act as the Guardian's deputy at 
the Dedication of the House of Wor
ship. 

Three members of the Internation
al Baha'i Council, as the Guardian's 
representatives, are entrusted with 
the following three-fold mission: to 
deliver the Guardian's official mes
sage to the believers assembled at 
each Conference; expound the char
acter and purposes of the World Cru
sade; and rouse the believers pres
ent to an energetic, enthusiastic and 
unflagging campaign toward the 
goals of the Crusade. Mr. loas, Sec
retary-General of the International 
Baha'i Council, will carry out this 
mission at the Africa Conference, 
Mr. Ugo Giachery, Member at Large, 
at Stockholm, and Mr. Charles Ma
son Rerney, President, at New Delhi. 
Their fourth service will be to pre
sent to the Conference a precious re
membrance of the Bab. 

At the All-American Conference 
the same three services will be per
formed by Amatu'l-Baha. She! how~ 
ever, will bear a spiritual gift as
sociated with Baha'u'Uah. 

Unlike all previous Plans formu
lated by the Guari:lian, the World 
Crusade will be launched at Confer
ences called by him, and through his 
representatives the Guardian will be 
present. This is something new and 
providential in Baha'i history, dis
closing the crucial and decisive na
ture of the ten-year Plan, and lifting 
us up to the level where success is 
assured. 

For all concerned with the AU
America Conference, the Jubilee 
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events and the T~m pIe Dedica tion, 
a great and wllque blessing is 
promised. May the hearts be ignited 
with holy zeal, in a conflagration 
so potent that it will consume all 
obstacles both within and without. 
America is challenged to manifest 
in deeds a gratitude commensurate 
with our realization of the privilege 
graciously vouchsafed. The hour of 
maturity for the believers draws 
nigh. 

-NATIONAL SPDUTuAL ASSEMBLY 

"AN AGE OF PIONEERING" 

Letter from the Guardian 

The following excerpt is taken 
from a letter written on behalf of 
the Guardian by his Secretary on 
August 5, 1952, to Baha'i Sunday 
School children in Washington, D. C. 

"He has a suggestion to make to 
you, that, instead of calling your
selves liThe Young American Class" 
you call yourselves the "Junior Pio
neer Class." This is a much more 
interesting name because the next 
ten years, during which you will be
come grown up men and women, is 
an age of pioneering for Baha'u'llah, 
and you can start studying and pre
paring yourselves for the thrilling 
work that lies ahead. 

UYou should get yourselves a big 
world map, and start marking on it 
all the places the Guardian is going 
to choose for Baha'i pioneers to go 
to, and, who knows, maybe some of 
you will choose a thrilling corner of 
the globe you want to be the pioneer 
in when, in a few years, you are old 
enough to have finished your studies 
and start out on a career. 

"Someone will go to Tibet, and the 
Islands of the Pacific, and many 
strange lands in Africa-why not one 
of you? If you make up your mind 
hard enough and pray enough about 
it, God may help you to be that 
someone!" 

-NATlONAL SPIRIT't.TAL AS.H:MBLY 
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These pictures of the Sbrine of the Bi.b show the completed 
octagoJl. pJ'io.r to beg1naing the constracUon of the Drum wblch 
Is iD precress DOW. Tbe scene at right sbows tbe Shrine from 

Mr. Ted Cardell, British pioneer t.o Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa, 
made the pUgrimage to Haifa some months ago. He took many 
beauW'1Il pictures 01 the SbriDe aDd. Haifa, some of which are 
pubUshed here. Others will appear in later issues. This set. of 
pictures will be available for purchase; 'the price aDd 1I01lJ'Ce 

tbe Eastern Pilgrim Hoase. at right. 

THE NATIONAL FUND 

Dearly Beloved Friends: 
As we approach the historic day 

when the divinely-inspired Ten Year 
Crusade will be launched by our be
loved Guardian, let each of us con· 
sider whether we have met the su
preme test of our Faith by fulfilling 
our accepted obligations to the Na
tional Fund, which. at this moment 
(Dec. 15, 1952) is in one of the most 
critical conditions in our history. 

During the tirst seven months of 
this Baha'i year (May 1 to Nov. 30, 
1952), our total receipts were as fol
lows: 
Contributions to the General 

Fund: ..................... $ 85,500 
Contril:iutions under the Jubi-

lee Resolve Plan (includ-
ing special earmarked con~ 
tributions): , ..... " ... ,... 92,500 

Total ........ , ... " ... $178,000 
Our total Budget require

ments for this seven month 
period were $40,000 per 
month, or ................. 280,000 

This represents a deficit of. .$102,000 
which must be made up during the 
remainder of this Baha'i year (Dec. 
1, 1952 t<> April 30, 1953). 

This means that we must receive 
contributions of at least $60,000 dur
ing each of the next five months t or 
a total of $300,000 in order to meet 
our Budget of $475,000. 

Our beloved Guardian has told us 
that: "It is the sacred obligation of 
every conscientious and faithful 
servant of Baha'u'llah who desires 
to see His Cause advance, to con
tribute freely and generously for the 
increase of the Fund." 

Thus far in this Baha'~ year our 
entire financial burden has been 
borne by a discouragingly small per
centage of the believers in our na
tional community. 

Let us strengthen the ba se of our 
Unity and Faith by a more wide
spread participation in support of our 
National Ftmd. Let no one deprive 
himself of the bounty of giving in 
unison with his fellow-Baha'is, no 
matter the smallness of the amount, 
so long as the spirit of sacrifice 
moves the heart and flows as a sea 
of strength for all of us, symbolizing 
the oneness of our endeavors, 

Let us enter our Jubilee celebra
tions with joy in our hearts and a 
song of victory on our lips. 
(~God does not ask from any soul 

except according to his ability. Wbo-

wiD be announced later. 

soever comes with one good act, God 
will give him tenfold. There is no 
doubt that the living Lord shall as
sist and confirm the generous soul, 
o ye lovers of the Beauty of the True 
One! Become ye self-sacrificing; be-. 
come ye self~sacrificing." 

-NATIONAL SPIRI'l"UAL ASSEMBLY 

Resolve payments and other con
tributions are to be made to: 

National Baha'i Fund 
112 Linden Avenue 

Wilmette, Illinois. 

The True Educator 

Man is said to be the greatest 
representative of God, and he is the 
Book of Creation because all the 
mysteries of being-s exist in him. If 
he comes under the shadow of the 
True Educator and is rightly 
trained, he becomes the essence of 
essences, the light of lights, the spir
it of spirits; he becomes the center 
of the divine appearances, the 
source of spiritual quaU ties, the ris
ing-place of heavenly lights, and the 
receptacle of divine inspirations. If 
he is deprived of this education he 
becomes the manifestation of satanic 
qualities, the sum of animal vices, 
and- the source of all dark _ condi
tions. 

Tablets of Abdu'l-Bahll 
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The Shrine of the Bib, as seen fJ'Gm Baifa. The ShrjDe stanlls mid way up tbe slope 
of Mt.. Carmel, ID the midst of tile Baha'i Gardens. 

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 
- PRELUDE TO A GLOBAL 
CRUSADE 

The four great Intercontinental 
Teaching Conferences which are to 
be held during the Baha'i Holy Year 
Nine will be among the most unique, 
historic and deeply significant of the 
Centennial events. Nothing similar 
has been attempted in the history 
of the Faith. 

These four Teaching Conferences 
will be held in four of the great con
tinents of the earth-Africa, Ameri
ca, Europe and Asia. They will util
ize for the first time the combined 
and coordinated efforts of national 
and international Baha'i Administra
tive agencies in launching the World 
Crusade of a World Faith. 

In I' Retrospect and Prospect," the 
closing chapter of God Passes By, 
the Guardian gave us our first in
timations and perspective on the 
unfinished tasks and future victories 
of the God-impelled processes of the 
Baha'i Faith; as well as a deeper 
understanding of the Divine Power 
which has brought our Faith from 
the obstacles and persecutions. of its 

infancy to this electrifying period of 
its world encircling growth. 

The objectives of the four great 
Conferences are far-reaching, but 
clear and definite, They will involve 
international operations in a ten 
year Global Crusade designed to de
velop institutions at the World Cen
ter in the Holy Land; consolidate 
home fronts of the twelve National 
Assemblies participating in the 
Plan, as well as the territories al
ready open to the Faith; and to 
open to the Faith the remaining vir
gin territories of the earth. 

As every Baha'i has a stake in 
this greatest of teaching crusades, 
every Bah .. ', should try, if possible, 
to participate in at least one of the 
Intercontinental Conferences. These 
Conferences will afford, not only a 
profound experience in the spiritual 
unity cementing Baha'is of all na
tions, races and backgrounds, but it 
will also afford inspiring consul
tation on the dedication and service 
this period demands. 

The American believers to whom 
the Divine Plan was first revealed. 
and who have been termed its chief 
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truste~s 1 should feel a sense of op
portunlty and responsibility in this 
concluding phase of the initial epoch 
of the execution of that Great Plan. 
In this unique decade of the Faith 
we, together with our fellow Bahatis 
from twelve national communities 
are called upon to initiate and carr; 
through the largest pioneering oper
ation In religious history. In ten 
years the banners of the Faith are 
to be planted in every known re
m aining area of the earth, and firm 
adherents of the Faith are to be 
raised up in every remaining ethnic 
group of human society! 

The African Intercontinental Con
ference to be held in Kampala 
Uganda, British East Africa. FeO: 
ruary 12-18, 1953, is the first of the 
series, and will initiate the Centen
nial festivities. The British National 
Spiritual Assembly will convene this 
conference which will bring together 
Hands of the Cause, National As
sembly representatives and Baha'is 
f~om the British Isles, America, Per
Sla, Egypt, and India, as well as the 
new Baha'is from territories of the 
Afri?a Continent, so recently il
lummed by the Light of the Faith. 

The American Intercontinental 
Conference, scheduled during the 
Ri~van Period, from May 3 to May 
6, 1953, the second of the series, will 
be convened by the National Spirit
ual Assembly of the United States 
in Wilmette and Chicago. This con
ference will bring together Hands 
of the Cause, National Assembly 
representatives and Bah.a'is from the 
United states, Canada, Central and 
South America. The American be
lievers, as chief trustees, the Can
adians, as allies, and the Central 
a~d South Americans, as associates 
WIll consult upon the plans and 
means for establishing the Faith in 
the remaining American territories 
and neighboring islands of the At
lantic and Pacific Oceans. 

The European Conference, third 
of the series, will be convened by 
the American European Teaching 
Committee -in Stockholm, Sweden 
during July 1953. It will bring to
gether Hands of the Cause, National 
Assembly representatives t and 
Baha'is from America, the British 
Isles, and Germany, as well as be
lievers from the ten goal areas in 
EUrope, Austria and Finland. Their 
consul ta tion and planning will be di-



BAH ... ·I NEWS 

rected toward the gradual extension 
of the Faith in the remaining sov
ereign states of the European Con
tinent and its neighboring islands in 
the Mediterranean sea, Atlantic 
Ocean and North Sea. 

The Conference in Asia will be 
held a t New Delhi, India, during the 
autumn of 1953. This Conference 
will be convened by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the subcon
tinent of India. It will bring together 
Hands of the Cause, National As
sembly representatives from Persia, 
the subcontinent of India, 'Iraq, Aus
tralasia, the United States, Canada, 
Centra! and South America, as well 
as Baha'is residing in every sover
eign state. and dependency in Asia. 
North, Central and South America, 
Australia, New Zealand and Tas
mania. The consultation and plan
ning of this conference win be direct
ed toward opening to the Faith the 
remaining Asiatic states, and depend
encies, particularly southeast Asia 
and the islands of the South Pacific 
and Indian Oceans. 

Thus all the BaM'i Intercontinen
tal Conferences will develop plans 
for the greatest of teaching cam
paigns in which the twelve National 
Assemblies will collaborate, and 
which will culminate in 1963, that 
portentous year of the Most Great 
Jubilee. 

In this global aspect of the for
ward march of the Faith, may we 
ever remember that the American 
Community is the cho'sen trustee and 
principal executor of the Divine 
Plan, and as such we must assume 
the preponderating role in the con
duct of the World Crusade. At this 
juncture, it is timely to recall the 
words of the Master regarding our 
pa rt in this sacred work: 

"It is the hope of 'Abdu'I-BahB. that 
just as ye are confirmed and as
sisted on the continent of America, 
ye may also be confirmed and as
sisted in other contments of the globe 
- that is, ye may carry the fam e 
of the Cause of God to the East and 
to the West and spread the Glad 
Tidings of the appearance of the 
Kingdom of the Lord of Hosts 
throughout the five continents of the 
world ... t' 

Then the Master gave the promise 
of the blessing that would follow as 
a result of this sacrificial work: 
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Scene of the Shrine, BaH. aDd the- Bay from the slopes of :)It. Carmel above the 
Shrine a.nd gardeDs. ID the cenler foregroUDd the roof and spires 01 the octa,COD of 

the Shrine are visible. wUb tbe Bah8.'i Gardeas spread 00 both aides. 

"When this divine call travels 
from the continent of America to 
Europe, Asia, Africa. Australia and 
the Islands of the Pacific, the Amer
ican believers shall be esta bUshed 
on the throne of everlasting Glory, 
the fame of their illumination and 
guidance shall reach to aU regions 
and the renown of their greatness 
become world-wide." 

During the Jubilee celebration, 
and particularly the American Con
ference, the American Baha'i Com
munity is the host to visitors from 
Canada, Central and South America, 
and other lands. The privilege of 
being present and sharing in this 
joyous occasion is given to each one 
of us. This is our rare opportunity 
to meet believers from our sister 
Communities. extend to them Baha'i 
love and fellowship, learn their prob
lems, hear their viewpoints. profit 
by their contributions and consider 
what we can do to assist each 
other in every way possible. 

The Medinah Temple's spacious 
accommodations in Chicago, Illinois~ 
are to house the conference and pro-

vide a comfortable and attractive 
setting for the gathering of the be
lievers. Here we shall have oppor
tunity to consult together, eat to
gether and enjoy the happiness of 
association and fellowship. No be
liever, whether newly declared or 
veteran, should minimize what his 
presence will mean at the American 
Intercontinental Conference. 

Let each realize that his presence 
will contribute to the joy and suc
cess of this occasion; that his con· 
tributions are greatly needed at this 
Conference; that he can through his 
contribution to the consultations of 
the American Conference enlarge 
and enrich the deliberations which 
initiate our plans for the common 
and inspiring tasks of the World Cru
sade beyond our shores. 

-UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL 

'I'EAcHrNG COMMITl'EE 

Dorothy Baker, chairman, Edna 
True, Elsie Austin. 

~------------+ 
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Jubilee Year 
FIRST INTER·CONTINENTAL BAHA'I CONFERENCE 

Kampala, Uganda, British East Africa, February 11.18, I 95~. 
Progr-am 

Title: "Light Over Africa" 

Feb1"1l8.ry 11th. 
UNITY FEAST. Devoted to Commemoration of the Centenary. 

Devotional program, with prayer in each language represented. 
Mr. and Mrs. Musa Banani, hosts of the Conference and Mr. Samandari to speak. 

February 12th. 
OPENING SESSION. 

Devotional program. 
Opening by Chairman of Conference. 
Roll Ca 11 of countries and territories 
Cable from the Guardian 

Mr. Hasan Balyuzi 

Messages from the Baha'i World 
Brief statements by each of the Hands of the Cause present. 

Session 2. 
REVIEW OF AFRICAN PROJECT to date. Secretary of British 

Africa Committee 

February 13th. 
Session 1. 

Session 2. 

PLANNING THE OPENING OF THE FIELD IN NEW TERRITORIES AND THE 
CHIEF ISLANDS - To be introduced by Mrs. Dorothy Baker 

a) OPENING A NEW TERRITORY 
1. Getting There 
2. Relations with Authorities 
3. Relations between National Assemblies or their Committees 

Mr, John Ferraby 
4. Existing contacts with the new territories

Information to be invited from the Conference. 
b) TEACHING IN A NEW TERRITORY Mr. Ali Nakhiavani and 

Mr. William Foster 

February 14th. 
DEVELOPING AND CONSOLIDATING THE TERRITORIES 

ALREADY OPENED - To be introduced by Mr. Horace Honey 
Session 1. 

Strengthening Existing Assemblies 
Extension Teaching 
Literature in African Languages for old and new Territories 

Mr. Philip Hainsworth 

Session 2. 
Regional Development 
Relations between African Communities 
Conferences of various kinds 

February 15th. Excursion 
February 16th. THE BAHA'I WAY OF LIFE IN AFRICA 

Session 1. 
a) Essentials of BaM'i Belief 
b) The Baha'i Way of Life - Individual Action 

Session 2. 
c) The Baha'i Way of Life - Action in Society 

(inc. Politics, Religions, Race, War) 
February 17th. BUILDING A BAHA'f COMMUNITY 

Session 1. 
Teaching 
Preparing and Accepting New Believers 

Speaker from Dar-es-Salaam 

Speaker from Egypt 
Mr. A. Furutan 

Mr. Leroy loas 

Dr. Ugo Giachery 

Session 2. 
The Local Spiritual Assembly (inc. Feasts, Consultation, Funds, Committees) 
_ To be introduced by a Representative of the United States Africa Committee 
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February 18tb. THE COVENANT OF BAHA'U'LLAH 
Session 1. 

The Covenant through the Ages 
The Power of the Covenant 

Session 2. To be devoted to the Centenary 
The Significance of the Year Nine 
The Greatness of the Revelation of Bahatu'llah 
Devotional Session 
Close of Conference 

HOLY YEAR GREETINGS 
The British Isles 

Dr. Hermann Grossmann 
Mr. M. Varqa 

Dr, George Townshend 
Mr. Zikrullah Khadem 

The commencement of the Holy Year, now so imminent, provides a solemn opportunity to 
draw nearer to the Founder of our Faith and through that approach closer to one another. 

We- recall with deep poignancy th~t time of great sacrifice one hundred years ago - the 
nadir of the Faith of !he Holy Bab to outward eye - with the martyrdom of the brilliani 
Tahirih, Baha.'u'llilhts own imprisonment in the Siyah·Q:1al and the many souls who then 
proved their devoted fortitude with their lives. 

We know that increasingly. as the months of the Holy Year pass, we shall be brought together 
in spirit and action as we participate ever more widely in the international conferences 
where we shall together muster the impetus and enthusiasm for the great work destined to 
be our joint offering under the beloved's guidance at the holy threshold to mark the Most 
Great Jubilee. 

We humbly seek to join with you in prayer, to rededicate our resources, and our efforts, and 
through present action to develop the strength and experience to be worthy of the glorious 
global campaign ahead into which we long to launch, confident that its consummation will at 
last bring peace, so greatly yearned for by so many for so long, to th" deeply riven, sorely 
harassed soul of man. 

Then shall we each and all, our numbers doubled. representative of all the chief inhabited 
centers of the earth, constitute that stable foundation and firm support for the cro'\\'1ling unit of 
the divine Administrative Order, that new Jerusalem, and proifer a full meed of joy to our 
beloved overburdened Guardian. 

Germany and Austria 
In the beginning of the Holy Year we want to express our feelings of joy and thankfulness to 

all Sister·Communities. It is for us an overwhelming fact that we may do the step across the 
brink of this important period of the history as a limb 'Jf one great family and we want to hold 
your hands when we enter into this new era. 

We are not able to understand the whole importance of the Day we live in, but we leel 
that something of enormous importance is gOing on. We cannot do anything else but to 
implore that we may become worthy of the wonderful time, worthy of the great mission 
which is laid on our weak shoulders, worthy of the confidence of our beloved Guardian. 

Your example of service, your sacrifices for the Faith, your activi+.~r in the Cause may incite 
us for the activity we are in wallt of, if we shall reach the goals of our Plan. 

'Iraq 
On the auspICIOUS occasion of thehundredth anniversary of the Holy Year Nine we are most 

delighted to send our warmest congratulations and best wishes for the success of your brilliant 
Baha'i plans and endeavors. 

Believers in every continent of the globe are nowadays recalling thC' tragic events and terrible 
hardships which Baha'u'llilh, the Blessed Perfection, exper."enced in the gloomy dunl2:eon of 
Siyah·Qtal of 1'ihrim so that the world of humanity might be redeemed and enlightened 
through His wondrous World Order. 

We beseech our Lurd the Almighty to assist his servants all the world over, who are labor
ing to establish His Kingdom on earth, to achieve their divinely-appointed goals in due course. 

In conclusion. just as our humble prayers go forth for all the dearly-beloved Baha'is 
wherever they may be, we kindly request them to remember the bf:::lievers of 'Iraq in their 
prayers. 

7 
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Bahi'i Summer Scbool at Panchgani. India. October 15 - U. 1952. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

Jubilee Year 

October 16, 1952: State Conferences 
holding Joint Feasts for Spiritual 
Assemblies and groups for opening 
of Holy Year. 

Special celebration at I:latiratu'l. 
Quds. 

October 20: Cele br a tion of the Birth 
of the Bab. Public Meetings. 

November 12: Celebration of the 
Birth of Baha'u'llah. Public Meet
ings. 

November 26: Day of the Covenant 
-"Study of the Covenant". 

November 28: Commemoration of 
the Ascension of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 

January 18, 1953: World Religion 
Day-"Birth of World Religion." 

February 26-March 1: Intercalary 
Days-Special hospitality efforts. 

March 21: Naw-Ruz-Completion of 
Six Year Plan. 

April 21: Feast of Ridvan-lst, 9th, 
and 12th days to be marked by 
special programs-"The Mission 
of Baha'u'llah." 

April 3O-May 3: Jubilee Convention 

May 4-May 6: South Pacific Insti
tute. 

May 22: Celebration of the Declara
tion of the Bab. 

May 29: Commemoration of the 
Ascension of Baha'u'llah. 

July 9: Commemoration of the Mar
tyrdom of the Bab. 

October: Convocation of Fourth In
tercontinental Teaching Confer
ence, New Delhi, India. 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Bahai', and the United Nations 

Baha'i relations with the United 
Nations and its officials have been 
strengthened in Central America 
through a number of activities in 
recent months. 

In Port·au·Prince, Haiti, Mr. 
Guillermo Aguilar, former chairman 
of the Lima, Peru local Assembly 
has been directing the establishment 
of a technological school for Haiti on 
behalf of the United Nations. He has 
been very active in Baha'i work in 
the Porl·au-Prince Community, and 
has spoken on the United Nations 
and its specialized agencies. 

Dr. Rafael Fusoni, Director of the 
Information Center of the United N a
tions for Mexico, Central America, 
and the Caribbean, offered his ser-

vices to the Panama Baha'is while 
traveling through the territory. The 
first was held in Balboa in the Canal 
Zone where Dr. Fusoni talked on the 
United Nations and Miss Elena Mar
sella, Secretary of the National As
sembly spoke on the Baha'j interna· 
tional Community and the United 
Nations, The same program was re
peated in Spanish the following eve
ning under the auspices of the Baha'i 
Comrnwrlty of Panama and the Na
tional University of Panama. 

At a United Nations Seminar in 
San Salvador two representatives 
were Baha'is, J uEo Hernandez of 
Managua represented his govern
ment, and Artemus Lamb was the 
delegate representing the Baha'is of 
Central America. Both men had am
ple opportunities to work on com
mittees and to demonstrate again 
the excellent training in c;:onsultation 
for which Baha'i delegations have 
been outstanding in all the Confer
ences which they have attended in . 
all parts of the world. 

'. Youth Publication 

The National Youth Committee of 
Central America has begun the pub
lication of a new bulletin, the Baha'i 
Youth Herald of Central America. 
The first issue appeared in October, 
and wi\] be published quarterly. 
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The bulletin carries an interesting 
editorial on Holy Year, a stirring 
article on HSpiritual Growth" and 
news of youth aroWld the world. 

The "Pen Pal Corner" suggests 
that a good way to build bonds of 
friendship between Baha'i youth of 
diHerent lands is by means of cor· 
respondence. Those wishing to cor
respond with youth from Central 
America should send their name ~ ad
dress J sex, age, and languages 
known to Miss Lynn Carson, Box 
1869, San Juan, Puerto Rico, 

INDIA, ~KISTAN AND BURMA 

Nepal Opened to the Faith 
Nepal, a small kingdom between 

India and Tibet, has been opened to 
the Faith through the pioneer settle- • 
ment of Mr. N. P. Sinha, an Indian 
Baha'i, in Birganj, Nepal. 

SARAWAK, BRITISH BORNEO 
Rm Observance 01 the 

Birthday 01 Baha'u'liah 
The birthday of Baha'u'llah was 

celebrated for the first time in Kuch
ing, Sarawak this November when 
Mr. and Mrs. Jamshed Fozdar held 
an informal reception at their home 
at which some fifteen Baha. 'is and 
friends were present. 

The event was well publicized, 
both the Sarawak Tribune and the 
Chinese Daily News of Kuching car
ried a picture and article describing 
the observance. 

JAPAN 
Asian World Federation Congress 
In Hiroshima, Japan, the first city 

in the world to suffer from the atom 
bomb. the first Asian Congress for 
World· Federation was held. There 
were representatives from fourteen 
countries, in<;luding Cambodia, Ma
laya, Viet N-am, Formosa, Indonesia, 
India, the Philippine Islands and oth
ers. Mis s Agnes Alexander, Baha'i 
pioneer to Japan, although not a 
delegate, attended part of the ses
sions. She was invited to say a few 
words at one of the sessions and 
spoke briefly of the Baha'i plan for 
world order. There were many op~ 
portunities to speak of the Faith to 
individual delegates, among whom 
were some who had heard of the 
Faith before. 

It is incre asingly evident through 
these experiences that the Message 
of Baha'u'llah is becoming known 
among those active in international 
fields arouod the world. 

, 

Some 01 the guests attending the .first celebration of the Birthday 01 BaU'u'lIib in 
KuclllDg, Sarawu. Jamshed Fozdar, pJoDeer, at left. 

FAITH IN ACTION 
The Birthday of Baha'u'llilh was 

an occasion for vigorous public pro
clamation of the Faith all over this 
COWl try as well as a rOWld the World. 
Reports indicate a quickening of 
mankind to His Message, and new 
interest on the part of humanity 
wherever Baha'is arise to promul
gate it. 

From Anchorage, Alaska we hear 
of a pioneer pushing on towards the 
Arctic Circle for work among the 
Eskimos. 

Hamburg, N.Y. held a cooperative 
picnic with children from the Thom
as Indian School at Iroquois. They 
arrived by bus with six counselors 
who said that it was the first time 
that they had ever been invited any
where as a group. As a result, sev~ 
eral of the Staff Members including 
three Indians are attending firesides, 

The Boise, Idaho Community pre
sen ted a piano concert which was 
well attended, During the intermis
sion a Baha'i talk was given. Thus 

many who had never heard of the 
Faith before were introduced to it. 

Cooperative effort among commu
nities helped to produce an effective 
public meeting in Green Bay, Wis
consin when friends from Milwau
kee, Wauwatosa and Shorewood all 
participated. 

A Berkeley, Calif. Baha'i who is 
employed by the California School 
for the Deaf has had one of the 
Baha'] prayers translated into the 
sign language. 

And Greenville, South Carolina 
received newspaper publicity in con
nection with a two-day conference 
and public meeting put on by the 
Southeastern Area Teaching Com
mittee. 

The Baha'i Message was graphical~ 
ly and effectively portrayed to the 
general public by a display booth lo
cated in the central building of the 
exposition grounds at the annual 
Mississippi State Fair. Many people 
who passed through it recalled see
ing the House of Worship in Wilmette 
or had heard previously of the Faith 
from individual Baba'is. This project 
was sponsored by the Area Teachin, 
Committee (Southeastern States). 
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SAN FRANCISCO SCHOOLS 
ACCEPT BAHA'I HOLY DAYS 

The San Francisco Assembly has 
applied to the Superintendent of Pub
lic Schools for permission for chil
dren of Baha'i parents to keep the 
Holy Days. The permission has been 
granted, and the parents can request 
excuses from school principals for 
absences on Baha'i Holy Days. This 
action was requested of local As
semblies by the Guardian some 
years ago. 

AMERICAN NATIONAL TEACHING 
COMMITIEE 

Teaching Suggestions 

The following passage from a let
ter written by May Maxwell in 1915 
gives us a glimpse of the teaching 
methods of this great Baha'i teach
er: "We must first touch the heart 
to awaken it; if it opens and re
sponds we must sow the priceless 
seed . . . Prepare the soil with the 
warmth of your love j\lst as the sun 
prepares the soil in the spring or the 
seed would not grow. Remove the 
stones and weeds ... that is to say, 
in a kind way try to remove preju~ 
dices ... Uproot narrow supersti~ 
tions by suggesting broader, deeper 
ideas. Never oppose people's ideas 
and statements, but give them a lit
tle nobler way of seeing life. Such 
words and thoughts will take effect 
because they come from a Baha'i 
whose life flows from the Source of 
all life on earth today ... My great 
and wise teacher, Mirza Abu'I-Fadl 
laid down these divine principles of 
teaching in my soul . . . and they 
have changed all my attitude. He 
showed me that it is the Spirit of 
God that is doing the work; we must 
wait upon the Spirit and do Its bid
ding only." 

(Quoted in The BaM', World, 
Vol. VIII, p, 636) 

A number of articles about the 
Faith have been published in nation
al magazines, such as the recent 
article in Pathfinder, late November, 
1952; an article in Life, December, 
1950; a picture from the gardens on 
Mount Carmel in Vogue, August, 
1950; "The Baha'i Faith and World 
Government," in Common Cause, 
September, 1950 and others. One 
Baha'; bought a scrapbook at the 
dime store and pasted in the arti
cles together with the covers of the 

corresponding issues of the maga~ 
zines. She has found this a success
ful way to introduce friends and ac~ 
quaintances to the Faith. Increasing 
publicity during the Jubilee year 
may be used to good advantage in 
this way. Many Baha'is keep such 
cJippings, but may not realize their 
prestige value in the eyes of those 
who are hearing about the Faith for 
the first time. 

The Colorado Regional Teaching 
Committee reports that successful 
workshops on teaching have been 
conducted by Baha'is in their region. 
Talent developed at these workshops 
i; being used in a series of Sunday 
afternoon meetings in homes. Simi
lar workshops and week-end teach
er training courses have been spon
sored by Assemblies and regional 
teaching committees in other places. 
They give participants a chance to 
develop their abilities and to gain 
confidence through speaking to a 
small friendly audience of fellow-be
lievers. Tips on how to be a good 
chairman are also usually a part of 
such training. The Handbook for the 
Two-Year Program of Preparation 
contains several sections which are 
helpful in planning such workshops. 

This regional teaching commit
tee, concerned with reaching a wid~ 
er audience, planned to offer Baha'i 
speakers to a variety of clubs in dif
ferent cities in the region. The ap~ 
proach to each club is being planned 
by a member of the committee fa
miliar with its interests. A similar 
plan has been carried out success
fully by a number of Assemblies and 
regional tea chi n g committees 
throughout the country. 

CENTENARY NEWS SERVICE 

The Guardian cabled recently that 
the salient points of the Ten Year 
Crusade as enumerated in his mes~ 
sage of October 8th, should be pub
licized. This is the biggest piece of 
news this Service has had to re
lease. Two news stories presenting 
the major features of the ten year 
campaign have been issued to the 
news services and the local commu
nities for publication across the 
country. 

The far-flung lands that the Faith 
has already traversed will be multi
plied until the truly world-wide es
tablishment of the Faith is at
tained. Of this the public is being 
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told that it might realize the dy
namic drive of the Faith of God to
day, and might follow its sweeping 
progress into the most populous 
areas and the remotest outposts of 
the WOrld, until its universal scope 
is manifest to all. 

u.S. AFRICA TEACHING COMMlmE 

The second American pioneer to 
Liberia, Miss Valerie Wilson, arrived 
there November 17th. Two other 
American Baha'is, Mr. and Mrs. 
Allen Elston, sailed for Kampala on 
December 4th where they will at
tend the Africa Conference and then 
attempt to settle in an area where 
they can assist with the teaching 
work. 

The Africa Conference program 
appears in this issue of the Baha'i 
News. 

The 1952 fall issue of the U. S. 
Africa Bulletin is now being distri~ 
buted. Friends who wish copies of 
the Bulletin should write the secre
tary of the Committee:-Mrs. Bessie 
Barham, 1277 New Hampshire Ave., 
N. W., Washington, D. C. 

JUBILEE COMMITIEE 

Housing Reservations 

Have you made your hotel reser~ 
vations for the 1953 Annual Conven
tion, the Jubilee Celebrations, Tem
ple Dedication and the All-America 
Intercontinental Tea ching Confer
ence, April 29th to May 6th, 1953, as 
suggested in the Jubilee Housing 
Reservation insert which came to 
you with your November BaM', 
News? 

We urge tha tyou make your plans 
now, especially as to the number of 
days you and your party intend to 
stay, and then write the hotel of 
your choice for reservations. Please 
follow the directions outlined in the 
November announcement. Do not 
write this committee. 

When making a hotel reservation 
for one do not a sk any hotel to place 
you "in a double room with another 
Baha'i," Reservations for double 
rooms have to be made origin.aUy 
in the names of the sharers of a 
room . . . you arrange the details 
before writing . .. hotels do not take 
the responsibility of placing people 
together. Further, the dormitory 
rooms at The Conrad Hilton Hotel 
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are for groups of four or more who 
arrange to sha re a room. You can
not expect The Conrad Hilton m an
agement to place your single reser
vation in a dormitory room ... butt 
you can arrange for your dormitory 
companions and then write for the 
reservation for the group_ 

To help the National Spiritual As
sembly and the Jubilee Committee 
in all plans involving meetings t 

housing and food please send the At
tendance Poll Coupon stating which 
of. the events you plan to attend be
tween April 29th and May 6th. This 
information is needed now. We will 
appreciate your cooperation. 

c"re of Children during Jubilee Week 

To accommodate parents with 
young children during the Jubilee 
week activities in Chicago, the Ju
bilee Committee has arranged for 
trained personnel to care for chil
dren over 2 years of age during the 
monling and afternoon sessions 
only. There will be a small daily 
charge to cover the cost of personnel. 

NATIONAL LIBRARY COMMtnEE 

Supply Every Librory 

As our teaching activities accel· 
erate everywhere in the world with 
the inauguration of the Ten Year 
Crusade, each Baha'i Community. 
each Regional Teaching Committee, 
each Baha'i group and individual be
liever will want to do his utmost to 
be sure that every available means 
of reaching the non-Baha'i is ex
ploited. One of the primary sources 
of information for the non-Baha'i is 
his public library or college library. 
Increasingly. as articles about the 
Faith appear in national publica
tions, and the Faith is referred to 
in books, and local activities are 
published, non-Baha'is will go to the 
public libraries to investigate. and 
it is imperative that adequate and 
accurate material be available, A 
few libraries over the country are 
well stocked with authoritative, up
to-dale books, some have one Baha'i 
book, but many have none at all. ' 

Last year the National Li br ary 
Committee organized a program to 
assist the believers in placing books 
in libraries in all cities over 5,000 
population. This project has gone 
ahead steadily, but there a re still 

many libraries that have no liter
ature. Now is the time to be certain 
there are good basic Baha'i texts in 
every library in your vicinity that is 
not supplied, and il possible, add 
more new books where there are 
now only one or two titles. The Li
brary Committee is not able to sup
ply free books for presentation to li
braries. Friends wishing to donate 
texts should purchase them from the 
Baha'i Publishing Committee. 

To aid the friends in this task the 
National Library Com mi ttee prepa r
ed a "Library Kit" consisting of a 
book review of Bahci.'u'Hcih and the 
New Era; a Library of Congress 
Card, showing its listing of 
BahU'u'll<ih and the New E·ra so that 
it can be placed immediately on the 
shelves of a library; a reprint from 
God Passes By listing the libraries 
of the world which have BahS'i lit
erature; and a National Library 
Committee bulletin entitled uThe 
Public Library-Important Teaching 
Channel. to Material from this kit is 
still available for the friends or com
munities which do not already have 
it. 

To facilitate the work of the li
brary committee the country has 
been divided into five areas, for each 
of which a different member of the 
Committee is responsible. Please 
send correspondence, reports and re
quests to: 

Northeastern Area: 

Mrs. Blanche Kaufman, 448 James 
St., New Milford, New Jersey 

Southern States, Eastern Division 

Mrs. Pauline Sylvester, 133 Fleet
wood Rd., Dumont, New Jersey 

Southern States, Western Division: 
Miss Sophie Rieger, 3301 Powelton 
Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Central States: 

Mrs. Elizabeth Pharo, 638 E. Rosa
lie St., Philadelphia 20, Pa. 

Western States, Alaska, Hawaii: 

Mrs. Dorothy Fisher, 7153 Bryan 
St., Philadelphia 17, Pa. 

Once books are placed in a li
brary it is vitally important that 
they be kept in circulation. Periodic 
checks at the library will reveal 
whether the books have been taken 
out. If they have not been· out lor 
a while, it is advisable for Baha'is 
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to take them out, in order to keep 
them on the active book shelves, and 
to keep them before the attention of 
the Librarian. Mention should be 
made at publiC meetings, firesides 
and in newspaper advertisements 
that literature is available at the 
library so that the public is aware 
that information is easy to obtain 
if they wish it. 

UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE 

Contacting Foreign Students 

In a glowing report of the United 
Nation's Regional Conference for 
Non ~ Governmental Organizations, 
held in Manila, the 24th to the 31st 
of October, 1952, one of the Baha'i 
delegates reports as follows: 

"We met many people who had 
studied in the United States and 
while there had received a favor. 
able impression of the Faith thru 
contacts with American Baha'is. 
Many had visited the Temple, and 
I fotmd one who had even been to 
Louhelen summer school. I suggest 
tha t the Committee bring to the at
tention of the NSA the extreme im
portance of continuing and extend
ing the policy of contacting all for
eign students, so far as possible, 
thru the friends in those communi
ties where colleges and tmiversities 
are located. These contacts, which 
seem so slight at the time, are re
membered years afterwards even 
when the students have become ma
ture individuals and are leaders in 
their own communities.l' 

Party for United Nations Officiol 

At the close of the 5th United Na
tions Conference for International 
Non-Governmental Organizations a 
farewell party was given for Mr. J. 
B. Orrick, Chief of the Department of 
Public Information for NGO. Mr. 
Orrick is now going to be Chief of 
the United Nations Information Cen
ter at New Delhi, established for the 
area of India, Burma and Ceylon. 

The party was he1d on November 
10 at the home of Mrs. Mildred Mot
tahedeh, representative to the United 
Nations for the Baha'i International 
Community. Eighty~five people were 
present, seventy of whom were in
ternational representatives of NGO's, 
the remainder being United Nations 
officials and members of the De
partment of Public Information. 
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TWO NEW BOOKS BY BAHA'I 
AUTHORS 

Mr. Stanwood Cobb, well known 
to Baha'is for his two excellent books 
Security for a Failing World and 
Tomorrow and TomOTTow~ as well 
as other philosophic and poetic 
works, has recently completed a new 
book entitled What Is Man? It is an 
essay in verse which explores the 
reality of man, his potentialities and 
the goals toward which he should 
strive. This volume may be ordered 
from Avalon Press, Washington 15, 
D.C. for $1.50 postpaid. 

Mrs. Myrtle W. Campbell, a Baha'i 
of Seattle, Washington, is the author 
of a new book The Continuity of the 
Prophets. It is a study of the great 
religious leaders of history, includ
ing the Blib, Bah3'u'llah and 'Abdu'l
Bah .. , from the point of view that 
all were Messengers of God on earth, 
with one Message for mankind. 
The three chapters on the Bab, 
Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Babit have 
been approved by the Baha'i Review
ing Committee. The Continuity of 
the Prophets may be purchased 
from the Pageant Press, 130 W. 42nd 
Street, New York 36, N.Y. Price 
$3.00. 

(These two books are not avail
able from the Baha'i Publishing 
Committee. ) 

CALENDAR 

World Religion Day: 
Sunday, January 18. 

Feasts: 
January l~Sultan Sovereignty 
February 7-Mulk, Dominion 

National Assembly Meetings: 
January 9, 10, and 11 
February 7 and 8 

San Diego, Calif., Mrs. Frances Oakes to 
Mr, Leonard Godwin, August 19, 1952 

Albuquerque, N, M,. Miss Barbara 
Boldes to Mr. DonaJd B, Kline, August 
16, 1952 

New York, N.Y" Miss Elaine Neitlich to 
Mr. Minor Dixon Margulies, Novem
ber 2, 1952 

Moylan. Penna., Mrs_ Bula MoU Stewart 
to Dr. E. A. Lintzmeyer • .July 2, 1952 

Mill Valley, Calif., Mrs. Billie M. Jones 
to Mr. Stanley W. Brackett, (date not 
reported) 

Milwaukee, Wis., Mi::ts Charlotte Salapa 
to Mr. Andrew Haroian, June ]4, 1952 

Oakland, Calif., Mrs. Mary Ellen Watson 
to Mr. Paul Han, July, 1952 

Death proUereth unto every conj!den.t 
~eUever the cup that is life indeed. It 
bestoweth joy and is the bearer of (llad~ 
ness. It conferreth the gift of et!e'rlBBting
life. 

-Bahd.'u'Udh 
Mrs. Louis Speno. Spokane, Washington 

November 4. 1952 
Mrs. Louise Lester Beal, Los Angeles, 

Calil. 
November 16, 1952 

Miss Nellie Tuck, Independence, Mo, 
November 6, 1952 

Mrs. Grace R. Lamb, Pasadena, Calif. 
November 24, 1952 

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS AND 
CHANGES 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 
SOUTH GATE, CALIF. 

Mrs. Rose West, Sec'y. 
9705 Truba Ave, 

WORCESTER, MASS. 
Mr. Douglas Weeks, Sec'Y. 
clo Baird, 71 Olean St. 
Worcester 2, Mass. 

WATERLOO, NEW YORK 
Mrs. Alice Bacon, Sec'y. 
Box 314 

NASHVILLE, TENN. 
Miss Nellie J. Roche, See'y. 
534 Stahlman Bldg. 
Nashville 3, Tenn. 
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LARAMIE, WYO. 
Mrs. Solveig V. Co[,bit, See'y. 
P.O. Box 112 
The Annual Baha'j Directory by error 

listed Mrs. Grace von der Heydt as 
member of the Area Teaching Com. 
mittee o.f the Southeastern States. Her 
membership is on the Regional Teach
ing Committee for South Carolina. 
Regional Teaching Committees: 
RTC OF TEXAS 

Mrs. Mary K. Johnson. Sec'y. 
1125 Santa Ana 
San Antonio. Texas 

PUBLICATIONS 

Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, new 
edition, beautifully bound, with In
troduction by Marzieh Gail, and new 
Glossary, each $2.50 

Mi8sion of Bahd'u'Udh by George 
Townshend. Contains a number of es
says, some of which are The Well
spring of Happiness, The Call to God 
as well as The Mission of Baha1u'1l8h

1 

(originally published as Introduction 
to God Passes By), bound in blue 
cloth $2.25 

Mission. Of BaM'u'IMh (Jubilee 
pamphlet) general edition, 5 for $1.00 
Limited edition, each $.90 

Life Eternal, compiled by Mary 
Movius. A new stock has been se
cured. This will be the final stock on 
this finely bound compilation, 

each $2.50 
Prophecy Fulfilled, new edition, 

2 for $.15, 50 for $3.50 
Loyalty to Government is again 

available, 12 for $.50 
Paris Talks. Abdu'l-Baha 

Edited by the late Lady Blomfield. 
Cloth ........................ $2.50 
Paper ........................ $1.50 

Words For the World-Two 12-inch 
records, non~breakable, in attrac-
tive album ................... $3.50 

Only February Temple Readings $.10 
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pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
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Change of. Address should be reported direcUy to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette, 
nUnois. U.S.A, 



EPOCH-MAKING AFRICA 
INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 

Rejoice (to) share (with) Baha'i 
communities East (and) West thrill
ing reports (of) feats achieved (by 
the) heroic band (of) Baha'i pioneers 
laboring (in) divers widely-scattered 
African territories, particularly (in) 
Uganda, (in the) heart (of the) con
tinent, reminiscent alike (of) epi
sodes related (in the) Book (of) Acts 
(and the) rapid, dramatic propaga
tion (of the) Faith (through the) in
strumentality (of the) Dawn-Break
ers (in the) Heroic Age (of the) 
Baha'i Dispensation. (The) marvel
ous accomplishments signalizing 
(the) rise (and) establishment (of 
the) administrative order (of the) 
Faith (in) Latin America (have 
been) eclipsed. (The) exploits im
mortalizing (the) recently launched 
crusade (in the) European continent 
(have been) surpassed: (The) goal 
(of the) seven-month plan, initiated 
(by the) Kampala Assembly, aiming 
(at) doubling (the) twelve enrolled 
believers, (has been) outstripped. 
(The) number (of) Africans convert
ed (in the) course (of the) last fif
teen months, residing (in) Kampala 
(and) outlying districts, (with) Prot
estant, Catholic (and) Pagan back
grounds, lettered (and) unlettered, 
(of) both sexes, representative (of) 
no less (than) sixteen tribes, (has) 
passed (the) two hundred mark. 

(The) effulgent rays (of) God's 
triumphant Cause, radiating (from 
the)· focal center (are) fast awaken-

A view of the Terraces and the Shrine of the Bib frnm Mt. Carmel Avenue. 

.:. : 
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ing (the) continent (and) penetrat
ing (at an) accelerating rate isolated 
regions unfrequented (by) white men 
(and) enveloping (with) their radi
ance souls hitherto' indifferent (to 
the) persistent humanitarian activi
ties (of the) Christian missions (and 
the) civilizing influence (of the) civil 
authorities. No less (than) nine lo
calities (will be) qualified (to) at
tain, (by this) coming Ridvan, As
sembly status within (a) single ter
ritory (of the) long-slumbering con
tinent. 

Zanzibar, Madagascar, French 
Morocco, South Rhodesia, Italian So
maliland (are) already or soon (will) 
be opened (to the) Faith. 

Desire (to) pay special tribute (to 
the) strenuous efforts exerted (by) 
Ali Nakhjavani, setting (an) ex
ample (of) dedication (and) freedom 
(from) prejudice (to) fellow pioneers 
laboring (in) inhospitable surround
ings (and) confronted (by) manifold 
(and) formidable obstacles. 

Planning (to) entrust (to the) spe_ 
cial representative delegated (to) at
tend (the) approaching Kampala 
Conference (a) portrait (of the) holy 
Bab,(a) replica (of the). one deposit
ed beneath (the) dome (of the) 
Ma,!!;riqu'I-Ac;Lhkar (in) Wilmette, to 
be exhibited (to the) assembled at
tendants (on the) historic occasion. 
Confident unveiling may dr aw newly 
recruited vanguard (of the) ever
swelling host (of) Baha 'u'llith, as 
well as all participating visitors, 
itinerant teachers (and) settlers, 
closer (to the) spirit (of the) Martyr- . 
Prophet (of the) Faith (and) bestow 
everlasting benediction (on) all 
gathered (at the) memorable ses
sions (of the) epoch-making Inter
continental Conference dedicated (to 
the) prosecution (of the) latest, most 
glorious crusade launched (in the) 
course (of) eleven decades (of) 
Baha'i history. 

(signed) SHOGHI 

C:OMMENTA.RY: NA.TIONA.1. SPIRITUAl.. ASSEM81..Y 

Beloved Friends: 
The firs t of the four In tercon tinen~ 

tal Conferences, which the Guardian 
has characterized as the highlights 
of the Jubilee Celebrations, will be 
in session at Kampala, Uganda, in 
the African Continent t when this is~ 

sue of Baha'i News is read by the 
believers. 

To inspire us with fuller compre
hension of its import, and to direct 
a greater inspiration upon those at
tending the Conference, Shoghi Ef
fendi has sent his cabled message 
of January 5 to the Baha'i Commu~ 
nities of East and West. 

The exploits of the pioneers in Af
rica demonstrate the Power at work 
to reinforce the teachers and admin
istrative bodies who will be responsi~ 
ble for the projects assigned through· 
out the African area under the World 
Crusade. 

The Spirit of the Martyr-Prophet 
will permeate the sessions, bestow
ing an "everlasting benediction" and 
raising the divine standard of sacri
fice by which the spiritual conquest 
of the pI anet is to be achieved. 

We mayall, with humility, pray 
for the success of all four Confer
ences, and pledge our full contribu
tion to the Baha'i Crusade. 

-NATIONAL SPDUTUAL- ASSElVlBLY 

CREDENTIALS OF BAHA'IS 
ATTENDING THE JUBILEE 
CELEBRATION 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
requests every believer coming for 
the Convention, Temple Dedication, 
Intercontinental Teaching Confer
ence and other Jubilee eventst to 
bring Baha'i credentials. 

A complete registration of Baha'is 
is to be made, and credentials are 
necessary for attendance at all meet
ings other than those open to the 
general public. 

Baha'is of the United States obtain 
their credentials from the local As
sembly. If living outside a com
munity they apply for them from 
the National Assembly in advance. 

Baha'is of lands having National 
Assemblies are to bring credentials 
from their National Spiritual As
sembly. Baha'is of lands not having 
a National Assembly are to have 
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official credentials from their local 
Assembly. 

The kind cooperation of all Baha'i 
vis"itors is requested. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

JUBILEE ATTENDANCE POLL 
A recent issue of Baha'i News con

tained an insert which provided full 
inform a tion a bout hotel and housing 
arrangements for those attending the 
Convention, Temple Dedication, Ju
bilee public meetings and the Inter
continental Teaching Conference, or 
anyone of these events. 

With the text was included a form 
to be filled out by every Baha'i plan
ning to come, and m ailed in to the 
National administrative headquar
ters, Wilmette. 

Though many believers have al
ready sent in the attendance poll, 
the number received by no means 
represents the full number planning 
to come. 

The National Assembly urgently 
repeats its request for the return of 
this form as soon as possible. It 
does not 0 bliga te the believer, but 
provides statistical data without 
which it would be extremely difficult 
to conclude all the arrangements 
necessary for the accommodation~ 
meals and bus transportation of the 
large number of Baha'is. Since the 
Jubilee events will be held in Chi
cago, Winnetka and Wilmette, care
ful planning must be carried out in 
advance, 

Will local Assemblies mention 
these facts at the Nineteen Day 
Feast, and Regional Committees re
fer to them in their bulletins. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

REPORT TO THE FRIENDS 

(November) 
The November 1952 meeting of 

the National Assembly began Fri. 
day evening, November 7, and ex
tended through Tuesday, November 
11. The chief conferences held dur
ing the meeting were with Mrs. 
Amelia E. Collins, Vice-President of 
the International Baha'i Council, 
with the Jubilee Committee, and 
with the Centenary News Service 
Committee. 

The seventy-one pages of Minutes 
recording the proceedings of this 
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~to 1i:1; left shows a.Jl exquisite detaU of a comer of an Arcade of the Shrine of the B3.b on MI;. Carmel. Pictured at ric-ht Is all 

approach to the la.st Terrace leading to the Shrine of the Bah at Haifa, Israel. 

meeting reflect the many and diver
sified activities and problems which 
come to the National Assembly. 

Action was taken to proceed with 
the capping of the pylons on the 
Temple in time for the Jubilee dedi
cation, word having been received 
front the Guardian requesting that 
this be done before that time. A 
cablegram was sent to the Prime 
Minister of Israel extending sym
pathy on the death of Dr. Weizman, 
first President of Isr ael. 

The ntembership of the Baha'; 
World Editorial Committee for Vol. 
XIII was appointed. The committee 
is centered in and around New York 
City. 

Various actions were taken con
cerning new editions of The Dat.t:tn-
Breakers and Some Answered Ques
tions, and the publication of The 
Baha'i World, Vol. XI. 

The Africa Committee presented 
an extended report which covered 
proj ects for Liberia and the Gold 
Coast, the Kampala Conference, and 
approval of additional prospective 
pioneers. 

The Intercontinental Teaching 
Committee presented for consulta
tion and approval several items con
nected with the forthcoming Inter
continental Conference to be held in 
Chicago. Several articles are being 
prepared for Baha.'i News to inform 
and orient all the friends to this 
historic event. 

Correspondence was received from 
the National Spiritual Assemblies of 
both Central and South America, 
Australia and New Zealand, Canada, 
and the British Isles. The National 
Assembly of Central America an. 
nounced that it has been officially 
recognized as a "Religious Body of 

an International Character" by the 
government of Panama. 

Fifteen letters and reports about 
teaching work throughout the coun
try were presented and considered. 
Consideration was also given to an 
extended series of recommendations 
about the Green Acre School. 

Other committees which submitted 
reports or projects for consultation 
were: Child Education, Youth, 
Temple Program, Adie-Visual, Li
brary, Service for the Blind, Pub
lishing, Reviewing, and United Na
tions. Letters from five Local As
semblies and from eleven individuals 
were considered. 

There was a lengthy consultation 
with the Jubilee Committee. A ten
tative schedule of speakers and 
chairmen for the public meetings 
was presented. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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(December) 

The December meeting of the Na
tional Assembly opened Thursday 
evening, December 11, and closed at 
noon on Monday, December 15. The 
Minutes cover 52 pages, not includ
ing annexes in the form of docu
ments and special reports. 

Early in each session of the Na
tional Assembly detailed considera
tion is given to all messages re
ceived from Haifa since the preced
ing meeting. Another large block of 
time is always taken up in consider. 
ing the report of the Treasurer. 

Conferences were held with five 
individuals and with the .Jubilee 
Committee. Additional appointments 
were made to six national commit
tees. 

A number of actions relative to 
publishing were taken. The Assem
bly approved recommended in
creases in the price list for Baha'i 
literature. Steps were taken to in
crease insurance coverage on the 
book stock. Reprintings were or
dered on several pamphlets. Esti
mates were submitted for the cost of 
publishing an edition of the selected 
talks of 'Abdu'l-Baha in America. 
The Publishing Committee was di
rected to have dust jackets de
signed and printed for future edi
tions of major books. The Publish
ing Committee was authorized to 
bring out an edition of a new six 
lesson study course on Islam pre· 
pared by Marziah Gail. A report was 
made to the Assembly on the long
time project to have introductions 
prepared for all the major Baha'i 
books. 

The Africa Te aching Committee 
and the European Teaching Commit
tee reported in detail on projects un
der their supervision. Plans were 
completed for the calling of the first 
ltaIo-Swiss Convention in Florence t 

April 23-26. 

There was a lengthy consultation 
on teaching in the United states. 
Correspondence was considered from 
three RTCs. 

The special NSA committee on the 
Annual Convention submitted a ten .. 
tative agenda and recommended 
that, as in former years, the dele .. 
gates be invited to submit in ad
vance suggestions for the agenda. 
The recommendation was accep:~~d 
and a letter to delegates voted. 

Letters were considered from four 
Local Spiritual Assemblies, from 
eleven individuals, and from five 
National Spiritual Assemblies. 

The Temple Dedication Committee 
submitted a report and recommen
dations. The program for the com
memorative meeting on May 1 'is in 
preliminary outline. The program 
for the public dedication is taking 
shape. Painstaking work is being put 
in on the selection of the right pas
sages for the solemnity and pur
pose of this historic occasion. Care
ful rehearsing of readings and mu
sic will be necessary. 

A conference was held with the 
Jubilee Committee. The program 
for the public meetings during the 
Jubilee period was discussed and is 
nearing final form. 

The Intercontinental Teaching 
Committee submitted a suggested 
agenda for the Intercontinental Con
ference, subject to possible changes 
arising from further messages re
ceived from the Guardian. 
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CORRECTION - GUARDIAN'S 
DECEMBER 15 CABLE 

Line 25 ... occasion (of the) comple
tion (of the) construction (of the) 
Mother Temple (of the) West, .... 

AFRICA 

An Historical Milestone 

February marks a most significant 
milestone. The Kampala Conference1 

first of the four historic Internation
al Conferences which the Guardian 
states are to Himmortalize the Cen· 
tenary of the memorable yearn is 
convening. The hearts of all the new 
believers throughout the vast conti
nent of Africa are united with those 
of the friends in every land in this 
thrilling achievement and all are 
quickened by this visible demonstra
tion of the dynamic tulifying power 
of the Faith of Bahil.'u'llah. 

December Baha'i News told of the 
arrival of 'Aziz Yazdi in Nairobi, 
Kenya. Now through the British 
Africa News We learn that his wife 
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and three children have joined him 
there. The group has been augment
ed further by the arrival of Mr. 
,Afsharian whose plans to settle in 
Nairobi have materialized. 

Africa News also states that Ital
ian Som aliland is the goal territory 
for SoheU Samandari, Persian Bahit'i 
who previously pioneered in Pakis
tan. Another Persian pioneer, Ezat~ 
tullah Zahrai, has proceeded to Dar
es·Salaam, Tanganyika. The Man~ 
soor Masrur family, Persian pio
neers, have gone to Casablanca, 
t\Iorocco~ The plans of Mrs. Shomais 
Afnan were to proceed from England 
to Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, (on 
the special advice of the Guardian) 
where she has obtained a position in 
a nursing home. 

Monrovia, Liberia has more than 
double the requirements for Assem
bly status, and the election of its 
first Local Spiritual Assembly will 
take place in April, 1953. Two new 
Monrovian Baha'is, Magnus Amega~ 
shie and R. Amartey have been 
awarded government scholarships to 
study in the United States. The latter 
will return to Gold Coast when his 
studies are completed. Valerie Wil
son recently left the United States 
in respons e to the call for pioneers 
and has begun her pioneer work in 
Monrovia. 

Youth inK. mpal. 

A recent letter from African 
Baha'i Youth in Kampala expresses 
the depth of their belief, in the fol
lowing words: 

UWe are not past masters at Eng
lish, dear bretheren. The language is 
but auxiliary, otherwise we should 
tell you what joy we had when we 
first heard about the Baha'i Faith in 
such words as should bring you right 
down to K~mpala and see our eyes 
beam with joy and hope. For the 
first time we see what God meant 
when He made people with different 
colors. Indeed, the world would have 
irreparable boredom if we were all 
white, black, red or yellow ... 

lilt may be of interest to you that, 
probably unlike other countries, in 
Africa the Baha'i Faith will be shoul
dered by the youog people who, so 
far t are the ones who can read and 
write English. It is they who will be 
interpreting the Faith into local lan
guages." 
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"LIGHT OVER AFRICA" 

View of KampalB~ Uganda in British East Africa. where the African Intercontinental Conference is beJng held. 
February 12.-18. Tbis is the .first of the series of International Conferences iniU:ding the Centennial festivities, be
ing convened by the British National Spiritual Assembly. Hands 01 the Canse will attend this Conference as well 
as National Assembly representatives from the British Isles, United States, Penis, Egypt and India. and new 
Baha'is from territories 01 tbe Africa ConUnent. The Conference Program appeared in January Baha'i News. 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORLD CENTER 
Mr. Ted Cardell, pioneering in Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa, 

took-a number of beautiful photographs on his recent pilgrimage 
to Haifa under the direction of the Guardian. These include all of 
the interesting and holy places in and about the Baha'i World 
Center. Because of the difficultiE's in producing and distributing 
these photographs in Africa, Mr. Cardell has enlisted the services 
of Mr. Lawrence A. Hautz. Mr. Carl A. Scherer and Mrs. Dorothy 
V. Petersen who are recognized by the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the United States .'l.S a committee acting to supply believers 
and National Spiritual Assemblies a11 over the world. 

In the United Slates all orders should be placed with your local 
Spiritual Assembly or the nearest LSA who will forward the bulk 
order to this committee and then distribute the pictures after we 
ship the order to them. The price designated below includes the 
cost of mailing. 

In all other countries orders should be placed through their 
respective National Spiritual Assembly or where there is no NSA 
through the nearest one, 

Because of the tremendous amount of detaiL orders will only be 
filled when a check or money order in U.S. currency is attached. 

The pictures are all 4xS and will be sold in full sets only. 

Shrine of the Bab 
Bahji Mansion 
Masraa Mansion 
Acca & Prison 
Relics 
Ri<;lvan Garden 
Monumental Gardens & 

Price No. in Set 
$1.20 14 

.70 8 

.40 4 

.75 9 
.90 11 
.50 6 

Gardens around Shrine .80 10 
10 Miscel1aneous .80 

All orders should be addressed to Mrs. Dorothy 
2557 North 69th Street, Wauwatosa 10, "Wisconsin. 

V. Petersen, 

FOUNDATIONS OF 
THE KINGDOM 

A kingdom of heaven on earth 
more wonderful, more glorious than 
ever poets feigned" or churches "were 
able to conceive has already been 
revealed in the sacred writings of 
the Baha'is. Its center is in the heart 
of faithful man, its circumference 
is marked by the dimensions of the 
planet. The foundations of this king
dom have been laid in the lives of 
believers. Amid the tumult and the 
convulsions that have shaken human 
society through many years the 
work of constructing this complex, 
delicate and exquisite building has 
been proceeding. Already its shape 
is beginning to emerge, rising in its 
beauty above the decay and the dis
solution of a civilization that per
ishes because it cannot express the 
true glories of this modern age nor 
give scope to the happiness which 
is the birthright of the coming race 
of men. (From The Station of 
Baha'u'Hah by George Townshend, 
November Baha'i JournaZ). 

To our age God has sent His 
Prophet, Baha'u'lhlh. He has cre
ated a new age, endowed it with a 
glorious destiny, revealed its princi
ple of truth, and summoned the peo
ple of the East and West to unite in 
devotion to the one true God. 

The Mission of Baha'u'lldh. 
Special Jubilee Pamphlet 
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Baha'i Delegation at Fifth Conference of Interna.tional Non-Governmental Organizations on United. NatlOll5 Information, October 
6-10, 1952, al United Nations, New York. The Bahi'i Delega.tion are at right front section and :Includes WUUam DeForce, 
Manual Vera, Hilda Yert Male. Albert RakoV'Sky, Firuz KazernzBdeh, NettJe Reynenberg, Mlldred R. Mot1.ahedeb, a.nd. Hedda. 
Rakovsky. 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

Teamwork. Unity and Love 
An excellent half-page article, with 

photographs of the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Wilmette, featured in the 
Adelaide Chronicle, was one of the 
visible results of the two and one
half month lecture tour of Mrs. Shirin 
Fozdar of India. Mrs. Fozdar visited 
every goal town, al1 capital cities, 
spoke over radio stations and was 
jnterviewed by newspaper reporters 
.in all centers. Plans for this teach~ 
ing tour were published in the August 
issue of Baha'i News. Returning to 
Singapore approximately the first of 
November Mrs. Fozdar wrote: 

" ... I feel it my duty to write and 
thank you and your National Assem~ 
bly and through you all the Baha'i 
Local Assemblies t Regional Teach. 
ing Committees and individual pio
neers and Groups in various States 
in these two countries. , , . God's 
blessings are bound to be attracted 
for the wonderful teamwork. unity 
and love in most of the places I visit
ed . , ." 

Bahti'f Representatives to 
UN Conference in Manila 

The United Nations Non-Govern
mental Organization Conference 
held in Manila October 24-31 was 
attended by four Baha'i representa
tives. The chairman of the Baha'i 
delegation, which represented six 
countries of South-East Asia t reports 
that the Conference was an outstand
in g success. 

"The Baha'is were the only dele
gation to receive a special press in
terview on the Faith alone. We gave 
two radio broadcasts and were asked 
to speak on the Faith at several 
luncheons. After a few days we ran 
out of literature and were forced to 
duplicate some in order to meet the 
demand. The Baha'is were men
tioned by the Speaker of the House, 
Mr. Perez, in his closing address .to 
the final plenary session, for our con
tribution to the conference, and a 
study group meeting arose after the 
conference, initiated by interested 

delegates, which we were asked to 
address. Such was the impact of the 
Baha'i delegation in terms of facts. 
The spiritual impact can never be 
assessed. Undoubtedly the cohorts of 
the Spiritual Concourse unleashed 
forces beyon~ any of our prayers or 
hopes. The- success of this under_ 
taking has been vouchsafed to us 
only because the prayers of the 
Guardian, the various National As
semblies and Baha'is have been with 
us. " 

Mr. Stanley Bolton, Jr., represent
ing the Baha'is of Australia and New 
Zealand, was chairman of the dele· 
gation; Mr, H. K. Payman, secre
tary, represented the Baha'is of In
donesia; the Baha'is of India, Pakis
tan and Burma were represented by 
Mr. S. H. Koreshi and the Baha'i 
International Community by Mr. 
David M. Earl. 

European Pionoer 
Returns to Austra!ia 

Lillian Wyss arrived in Sydney on 
December 11 from Europe, where 
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;she has been assisting in the Euro
pean Teaching field for the last five 
years _ She wrote recently to the 
Guardian offering her services in 
any field and was directed by him to 
return to Australia and New Zealand 
to assist in the concluding phases of 
the Six Year Plan. 

BRITISH ISLES 

Youth-and Pioneering 

In England the Baha'i Youth are 
looking ahead to pioneering and 
thinking seriously of what this in
volves. To them it means "breaking 
new territory" and blazing a trail, 
with an element of loneliness. But 
the pioneer's aloneness becomes a 
source of strength, for it turns him 
to God, he rediscovers the power in 
prayer, and he grasps every oppor
tunity for making new friends among 
his fellow men. "He should set out 
as an explorer, dependent on none 
but God; fully equipped for self-suf
ficiency and ready for adventure. ,. 
He must be a secure and stable be
U1g~ and .fuus create a positve force 
which will attract people to him. 

GERMANY 

Freparing for the Global Crusade 
The Baha. tis of Germany and Aus

tria are drawing strength for the fuI-

filment of their Five Year Plan by 
uniting in prayer at nine o'clock the 
evening of the ninth day of each 
Baha'i month, as the Holy Year 
draws to its close. Those Baha'is who 
are .not living in a community or 
group are asked to unite in the pray~ 
ers that they may also experience 
that a Baha'i His never alone." 

Baha'i Schools were held during 
the past summer and fall in four 
different parts of Germany at dif
ferent times. Two Youth Schools 
were held in other cities, one in sum· 
mer and the other in the fall. 
In preparation for the coming Global 
Crusade the next Summer Schools 
will have ses sions for prepa ring pio
neer teachers. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Youth Activities in Colombia 

Barranquil1a, Colombia has a 
youth group which functions under 
the name of "Club do Amistad Uni~ 
versal" (Universal Friendship Club). 
It originated two years ago. Cali, 
Colombia-also has a youth group and 
these two social groups function un~ 
der the National Youth Committee 
which has its headquarters in Bo
gota, Colombia. 

International Summer School 
Sessions in February 
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The two International Summer 
Schools in South America will be in 
session during February. The session 
in Loncoche, Chile. will be from the 
5th to the 15th of February and the 
one in Ezeiza, Argentina, opens the 
14th and closes the 22nd. The plans 
made for these schools include many 
varied social activities besides the 
deepening classes and they are ex
pecting a record attendance. 

Institutes from Caracas 
to Punta Arenas 

A special publication of "Drama 
of Salvation," with additional rna· 
terial on the true believer and plans 
of the various National Assemblies 
especially prepared for us by Doro
thy Baker, Hand of the Cause) was 
sent to all of the Bahati Communities 
and Groups in South America for 
study in institutes held during the 
last two weeks of October of 1952. 

In Argentina the groups of Vicente 
Lopez, Lanus, Ezeiza and Eva 
Peron held the first two sessions 
separately. then joined with the 
Community of Buenos Aires for a 

The Rome, Italy Ba.ha'i Community welcomes two returning pilgrims, Mrs. Corinne True (bolding Greatest Name) and Dr. Kath
erine True. 
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The Fourth Swiss BaJu\'i TeachiDg Conference at Basel, Switzerland, November 22-23, 1952. 

final all.day session in the Interna
tional School at Ezeiza where each 
brought his picn{~ lunch. 

The two Communities of Lima and 
Callao, Peru, joined- -together for the 
institute, the first two classes being 
held in the Baha'i Center in Lima, 
and the third was combined with a 
lunch in the home of a believer in 
Callao. There were 48 people present 
at the lunch, and afterwards two 
guests from Lima asked to be ac
cepted into the Faith. 

Osorno and Santiago, Chile both 
had great interest and very good at
tendance at their institutes, and both 
Communities secured good newspa
per publicity about this course of 
study. Enthusiastic reports af. the 
institutes held in their commuriit,ies 
have been received also from AttUn
cion, Paraguay; La Paz, Bolivia; 
Barna, Brasil; Rio de Janeiro, Bra
sil; Montevideo, Uruguay; Punta 
Arenas, Chile; Caracas, Venezuela'; 
C ali and Bucaram anga, Colombia." 

THE FOURTH ALL-SWISS 
CONFERENCE 

The Fourth All-Swiss Conference 
which took place on November 22 
and 23, 1952 at the Baslerhof Hotel, 
Basel, proved another great spirit
ual experience for all of its partici-

pants. Inasmuch as Basel, situated 
in Northwest Switzerland, is the 
most important goal-city in our pres
ent Teaching and Extension Plan, it 
was chosen as the seat of our Con
ference. 

The opening session Saturday 
morning, was entirely spiritual in 
nature, serving to create an atmos
phere of marked unity which persist
ed during the entire Conference. All 
sessions were opened with music and 
prayers. 

The talks were kept brief, allow
ing plenty of time for consultation 
and lively disc~sion. with all 
Friends participaiing. Everything 
was well prepared, and the program 
whose features had been well 
worked out by the Regional Com
mittee could be carried through 
without interruption. A most har
monious spirit and a warm sense of 
fellowship pervaded both Conference 
Days. No doubt the prefatory 
prayers of all the Friends contribut
ed to the smooth functioning of the 
Conference and to its unity of spirit. 
In all humility let us gratefully 
recognize in Baha'u'llah the source
of all success. Through the presence. 
of His spirit, our Conference became.:' 
a heavenly Feast. Does not our be,.· 
loved Guardian stress again and 
again the necessity of prayer both 

before and during every undertaking 
for our Divine Cause? 

One of the most important Confer
ence themes, besides that concern
ing teaching activities, dealt with the 
establishment of the Italo.Swiss Na
tional Assembly in Florence. An ex
traordinary bounty was the presence 
of Dr. U go Giachery, who came all 
the way from Rome expressly to at
tend our Conference. His explana
tions were of particular value be
cause he could bring us firsthand 
the views of the Guardian. The ten
year World Crusade - this glorious 
universal p]an for the unfoldment of 
our Faith across the entire earth, 
impressed all Friends anew. We 
were made aware how great, how 
decisive are the tasks which lie be
fore us - made a ware of the degree 
of dedicated, self~sacrificing service 
expected from every Believer with
out exception. 

A valuable feature of the Confer
ence was, despite its material 
aspect, our community-dining. Many 
an interesting and inspiring conver
sation was set in motion and brought 
the Friends into closer association. 
We were happy indeed that several 
of the German Friends were pres
ent, demonstrating again that inner 
.PQnd Which lUlites our large, all-en
compassing Baha'i Family. 
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A most uplifting and solemn note 
at the Conference was the Memorial 
Service for Dagmar Dole, who re
cently passed away in Switzerland, 
where her earthly remains have 
found their resting place. This beau
tiful service with its prayers, tender 
music and sweet singing, stirred all 
hearts. We were one in the thought 
that our dear Pioneer is living in 
the exalted sphere of the spiritual 
Kingdom of God, about which 
Baha'u'llah has brought us such won
derful tidings. 

Our Public Meeting was planned 
for Sunday afternoon. Two talks 
were featured-one by Elsa Stein
metz, the other by Dr. Eugen 
Schmidt, Stuttgart. The Meeting was 
well attended and it is our hope that 
it will bear abundant fruit for Basel. 
After the program many pe9ple lin
gered, giving opportunity for inter
esting discussion and for imparting 
additional information concerning 
the Faith. 

Sunday evening most of the 
Friends were obliged to leave for 
home. But all were enthusiastic 
about the Conference; all were en
riched by and strengthened in our 
beloved Faith - filled with hope and 
confidence. Again and again over a 
long period their thoughts turned 
back to Basel. A beautiful spirit of 
accord enfolded the entire Confer-· 
ence and a confidence-inspiring 
power emanated from it. Glorious 
cooperation and the heartfelt wish of 
all to have a part in it, lead to an 
inner unity and revealed the grow
ing maturity of the individual and 

the deepening in the Faith of the 
en tire Swiss Community. 

We know, howev~r, that not 
through our own strength but only 
when we are pernjeated and sus
tained by the spirit of Baha'u'llab, 
will the hply office of Service lead 
us to our goal. '-": 

" F'titz- Sem'le, Sr., Chairman, 
Swrss RIlGJDNAL COMMlT'l'EE 

-+I~··------.~ .• ~----------<-

HIS UNFAtI;ING LIGHT , 
Dearly'-:-~ beloved friends r Though 

th~ tl!"'~'!l.~ Jong and arduous! yet the 
prlze';<RhiA;b the All-Bountlful Be
stoweff "ii~~- chosen to confer upon 
you is of such preciousness that nei
ther tQ!lgue nor pen can befittingly 
appraise it, Though the goal towards 
which you are now so strenuously 
striving . ...-be distant1 and as yet un
dis.clOsed to men's eyes, yet its 
promise lies firmly em bedded in the 
,a)J.thoritative and tmalterable utter
ances of Baha'u'llah. Though the 
course He has traced for you seems, 
at times, lost in the threatening 
s!1adows with which a stricken hu_ 
manity is now enveloped, yet the 
unfailing light He has caused to 
s"ine continually upon you is of such 
brightness that no earthly dusk can 
ever eclipse its splendor. Though 
small in numbers and circumscribed 
as yet in your experiences, powers, 
and resources, yet the Force which 
energizes your mission is limitless 
in its range and incalculable in its 
potency. Though the enemies which 
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every acceleration in the progress 
of your mission must raise up be 
fierce, numerous and unrelenting, 
yet the invisible Hosts which, if you 
persevere, must, as promised, rush 
forth to your aid, will, in the end, 
enable you to vanquish their hopes 
and annihilate their forces. Though 
the ultimate blessings that must 
crown the consummation of your 
mission be undoubted, and the Di
vine promises given you firm and 
irrevocable, yet the measure of the 
goodly reward which everyone of 
you is to reap must depend on the 
extent to which your daily exertions 
will have contributed to the expan
sion of that mission and the hasten
ing of its triumph. 
From The Advent oj Divine Justice 
-Shoghi Effendi 

NatloDal Ba!lA.'i Addresses 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Hoad, Wilmette, 
Illinoi~. 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
Make checks Payable to: 

N alional BaM'1 Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
UO Linden A venue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Rahi'l Summer School a.i Hyderabad, Sind~ Pakistan, November 2 -1%. 1952. 



lD 
F:S1UA1Y. 1953 

A Temple landscape view from the IJnden A venue-Sberidan Road approach taken in December. 1952. 

FAITH IN. ACTION 

Chicago, Illinois has had attention 
called to the imminent completion 
of the Bahll.' i House of Worship by 
a page of pictures and an accom
panying story in the Chicago Daily 
News Ul\Qe~ the heading, "A 100-
Year-Old.Dream Is About To Come 
True." 

The paper Israel Speaks has pub. 
lished an interview with Rul)iyyih 

~hanum in which the beauty of the 
Baha'i gardens on Mount Carmel is 
extolled. 

Anchorage, Alaska reports a pub
lic meeting at which members of 
the White, Negro, Oriental, and,Es:" 
kimo races were present;. Ha ,very· 
harmonious spirit manifested itself." 

Station WHEE at Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire has been using Words 
for the World. 

The Green Acre Program Com
mittee is preparing the calendar of 
events for the 1953 summer session 
and would appreciate hearing from 

anyone who would be interested in 
serving as physical education direc
tor. Swimming instruction and life
saving qualifications are necessary. 

A Portland, Oregon Baha'i took 
part on a radio broadcast over sta
tion KPOJ inaugurating a half-hour 
pub~~c service feature entitled, "The 
Jewish Life Program." 

Miami, Florida is drawing closer 
to . the worJd-wide activities of the 
Faith. A pioneer has recently re
turned from Brazil, and the Com
munity has formed a welcoming 
committee to meet Baha'is from 
other countries who will use Miami 
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as a port of entry when coming to 
the Inter-Continental Conference to 
be held in Wilmette. 

Butte, Montana Baha'is have rent~ 
ed a small areaway in the central 
portion of town. In it an illuminated 
poster proclaims the Baha tj Message 
24 hours a day. 

A joyous spirit of unity and re
sponse is reported by the Baha'is 
of West lIo]]ywood, California at the 
monthly "children's party" held by 
them with the Los Angeles com
munity. At the third party, held in 
December, 140 children and 100 
adults of diverse races and religions 
were present to enjoy the music and 
songs from around the world. Chil. 
dren took part in the reading of 
prayers from the Baha'i Faith and 
other religions for the children of 
other lands. 

The BaM'i News needs items to 
present a representative picture of 
activity at home and abroad. Won't 
you check to see that we are in
cluded on your mailing list for all 
area, regional, and local bulletins 
and news items? Especially needed 
are items recording activities that 
ref,,!e community efforts· toward "the 
World Crusade. 

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS 

House of Worship 

An interesting fireside or public 
meeting can be developed using the 
Temple as a teacher. You could pre
pare an illustrated talk based On 
the excellent compilation of materi
al on the architecture and construe· 
tion, and on the spiritual signifi
cance of the House of Worship which 
was compiled by the Jubilee Com
mittee~ with Temple slides for il
lustrations. Your Assembly may 
have a set of these slides. If not, 
they can be borrowed from the Re
gional Teaching Committee. 

Baha'i Youth Bulletin 

Do the youth in your community 
receive the BAHA'i YOUTH BULLETIN 

published by the National Youth 
Commitee? This bulletin is full of 
excellent suggestions and teaching 
material. It is of interest not only 
to the youth, but to all adult be
lievers as well. 

Friends in Other Cilies 

We can cooperate in teaching even 
though we live miles apart by shar
ing our contacts. Do you have a 
friend or acquaintance interested in 
the Faith who lives in another city 
or region? If so, notify the secretary 
of the Assembly there, or, if there 
is no Assembly, the secretary of the 
Regional Teaching Committee. 

Your letter or card should include 
answers to the following questions 
about each person you refer: What 
information does he (or she) have 
about the Faith? What Baha'i books 
has he read? What Baha'i meetings 
has he attended? What are his main 
interests? What is his religious back
ground'1 You can also include other 
facts which you consider pertinent. 

This information will help the sec
retary to make sure that your friend 
is invited to meetings or firesides 
which would seem to appeal particu
larly to him, and that he meets 
Baha'is most likely to have similar 
interests. 

-UNITED STATES NAnoNAL 

TEACHlNG COMMI'ITEE 

WORLD YOUTH DAY - 1953 

"Hope in a Troubled World" 

The topic for the 19th Annual 
World Youth day is "Hope in a 
Troubled World. This has been chos
en because the youth feel that it is 
important to tell people of this great 
new Faith in terms of its ability to 
solve the difficulties of the modern 
world. 

The youth make the following ap
peal to the Friends: 

"In the midst of the Intercontin
ental Conferences, while we are 
learning to think internationally and 
bending our efforts beyond the lim
itations of our national borders, we 
must all cooperate to make the com
ing World Youth Day a tremendous 
success." 

The Youth Committee in a recent 
supplement for the World Youth 
Day has outlined a suggested sym
posium consisting of two possible 
programs, a panel and follow-up 
meetings to keep contacts interested. 
They also discuss effective publicity 
methods and poster planning. 

For any information regarding 
World Youth Day write to the Na
tional Youth Committee, 12 Corte 
Nueva, Millbrae, California. 

Dawnbreakers by Nabil, new edi
tion, similar to previous edition 
containing all of original material: 
bound in green fabrikoid. stamped 
in gold. This volume is now on the 
press and will be available some_ 
time in February. Orders may be 
sent in now. Price $7.50 

Baha'i World, Volume XI, cover
ing period of 1946-1950, witnessing 
the beginning of work on the Shrine 
of the Bab. Bound in black fabri
koid, stamped in gold 

Price $12.50 net 
Baha'i Calendar - 1953 Jubilee 

Edition. Beautiful artist's drawing 
of the Baha'i House of Worship and 
Landscaping of Temple grounds, in 
three colors t black, green and red 
on white. Each $ .20 

25 for $4.50 

The Books of God Are ~qp'en ... By 
E. S. Campbell. New printed edition. 
Relating Biblical prophecies to the 
Coming of the Kingdom of God on 
Earth. With references. 5'hx8'h. 28-
pages with attractive colored paper 
cover. Per copy $.60; 10 copies $5.00. 

NEW PRICES. Please note the fol
lowing price increases, effective 
February 15, 1953: 

Hidden Words, (Bound in 
Fabrikoid) 
(Bound in grey paper) 

Maroon 
$1.25 

.75 
Baha'i World 

cloth) 
Faith-(Bound in 

$2.00 
The Publishing Committee has ac

qttired the following stock· of pam
phlets published a few years ago by 
the Public Relations Committee. 

The Reality of Brotherhood, 8xU" 
50 for $1.00 

On Industrial Justice, 8x11". 
50 lor $1.00 

A School of World Religion, 5x 
8lh" $.04 
A Baha'i Delaration of Human 

Obligations and Rights, a state· 
ment presented to the United 
Nations Human Rights Commis
sion. $.05 each, 30 for $1.00 

World Religion Leaflets, attractive 
red trimmed one page leaflet, 
8xll" $.01 each, 75 for $.50 
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Mem he1's of the National Spiritua.l Assembly of India. Pakistan and Burma and 
delegates to an IDter~Assernbly Conference at Panchgani, India. October, 1952. 

CALENDAR 

Intercalary Days 
Ayyam - i - Ha - February 
March 1 
Feasts: 
February 7-Mulk, Dominion 
March 2-'Ahi', Loftiness 
March 21-Bahil, Splendor 

26 to 

National Spiritual Assembly Meet, 
ings: 

February 7 & 8 
February 27, 28, March 1 

Waukegan, IlL, 
Wetherford to 
July 26, 1952 

Miss Kathryn June 
sgt. David W. Alley. 

Harvard, Mass., Miss Laura Pingree 
Brown to Mr. Robert B. Row, July 20, 
1952 

Peoria. Ill., Mjss Emm a Friederich to 
Mr . John Snider, October I, 1952 

Washington, D. C., Mrs. Eloyce Gist 10 
Mr, John W. Slaughter, December 17, 
1952 

Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Mary J. Ken
nedy to Mr. Walter F. Daley, Novem
ber 23, 1952 

Los Angeles. Calif .• Miss Caprice R. Cole 
to Mr. David W. Cowles, December 28, 
1952 

Death proffereth unto' every confident 
believer the cup that is lije indeed. It 
bestoweth joy and is the bearer oj glad
ness. It conferreth the gift of everlasting 
Ufe. 

-Bahil'u'llah 
Sylvia Dewey. Bakersfield, Calif. 

date not reported 
Mrs. Leta Brewer, Long Beach, Calif. 

November 12, 1952 

FEBRUARY, 1953 

Mrs. Mabel Prather, Phoenix, Ariz. 
July 2, 1952 

Mrs. Cora M. Jenkins, Bethesda, Ohio 
November 3, 1952 

Mrs. Florence Helmholt, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
December 1, 1952 

Mr. Harold Peter Bye, Washington, D.C. 
December 11, 1952 

Mr. Emerson A. Wilson. Tacoma, Wash. 
November 15, 1952 

Miss Eethel Bates, New York, N.Y . 
.Tune 1952 

Mr. Jacob J. Bettinger, East Orange, N . .1. 
December 3. 1952 

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS & 

CHANGES 

12-3,52 to 1-2-53 

Local Spiritual Assemblies: 
MONTCLAIR, NEW JERSEY 

Mrs. Catherine M, Healy, Sec'y. 
45 North Fullerton Ave. 

BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT 
Mrs. Janet R. Lindstrom, See'y. 
46 High St. 

BEVERLY HILLS JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Now known as West Hollywood 

Regional Te aching Committees: 
RTe of Okla., Ark. 

Mrs. Anne Davidson, Sec'y. 
fl36 East Park 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

National Committees 
BAHA'I WORLD EDITORIAL 
COMMI'ITEE, VOL, XIII 

Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, Chm. 
Mrs. O. H. Blackwell, Sec'y, 

256 Burns St., Forest Hills, 
New York 75, N.Y. 

Mr. Rafi Mottahedeh 
Dr. Genevieve Coy 
Mrs. Della Quinlan 
Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh 
Mrs. Annamarie Honnold 
Mr. Alai Kalantar 
Mrs. Ellen Sims 

SOUTHWESTERN AREA 
YOUTH COMMI'ITEE 

Miss Karin Hogberg, Sec·y. 
5540 Marburn Ave, 
Los Angeles 43, Calif, 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is throughout the United States, and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other rands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith in10rmed of international. national and local Baha'i developments, and serve as an organ for the distribu
bon of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Baha'i COWlcil, and the general announcements: pre
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands, Material is due in Wilmette on the ftrst day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1952-1953: Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
Managing Editor; Mr. William C. Henning, Miss Farrukh loas, Mrs. Ruth Jones, Miss Joan Lozier, Mr. Robert Maul. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette. 
Illinois, U.S.A. 
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THE GUARDIAN'S MESSAGE 

TO THE AFRICA INTERCONTINENTAL CONFERENCE 

To the Hands of the Cause, the 
Members of the National Spiritual 
Assemblies, the pioneers, the resi
dent believers and visitors attend
ing the African Intercontinental 
Teaching Conference in Kampala, 
Uganda. 

Well-beloved Friends: 
I hail with a joyous heart the 

convocation in the heart of the Afri
can continent of the first of the four 
Intercontinental Teaching Confer
ences constituting the highlights of 
the world wide celebrations of the 
Holy Year which commemorates the 
hundredth anniversary of the birth 
of the Mission of the Founder of our 
Faith. I welcome with open arms 
the unexpectedly large number of 
the representatives of the pure
hearted and the spiritually receptive 
Negro race, so dearly loved by 
'Abdu'l-Baha, for whose conversion 
to His Father's Faith He so deeply 
yearned and whose interests He so 
ardently championed in the course 
of His memorable visit to the North 
American continent. I am reminded 
on this historic occasion, of the sig
nificant words uttered by Baha'u'llah 
Himself, Who as attested by the Cen
ter of the Covenant. in His Writ
ings, "compared the colored people 
to the black pupil of the eye," 
through which "the light of the spirit 
shineth forth," I feel particularly 
gratified by the substantial partici
pation in this epoch-making Confer
ence of the members of a race dwell
ing in a continent which for the most 
part has retained its primitive sim
plicity and remained uncontami
nated by the evils of a gross, a ram
pant and cancerous materialism un
dermining the fabric of human 50-

ciety alike in the· East and in the 
West, eating into the vitals of the 
conflicting peoples and races inhab
iting the American, the European 
and the Asiatic continents, and alas 
threatening to engulf in one com
mon catastrophic convulsion the gen
erality of mankind. I acclaim the 
preponderance of the members of 
this same race at so significant a 
Conference, a phenomenon unprece
dented in the annals of Baha'i Con
ferences held during over a century, 
and auguring well for a correspond
ing multiplication in the number of 
the representatives of the yellow, 
the red and brown r aces of mankind 
dwelling respectively in the Far 
East, in the Far West and in the 
islands of the South Pacific Ocean, 
a multiplication designed ultimately 
to bring to a proper equipoise the 
divers ethnic elements comprised 
within the highly diversified world
embracing Baha'i Fel1owship. 

I feel moved, on this auspicious 
occasion, to pay a warm tribute to 
the elected representatives, as well 
as the members, of the British, the 
Persian, the American, the Egyp
tian and the Indian Baha'i Communi
ties which have participated, in pur
suance of their respective Plans, in 
the opening stage of a colossal teach
ing campaign, constituting a vital 
phase of the impending decade-long 
World Crusade, and aiming at the 
spiritual conquest of the entire Afri
can continent. I desire in particular 
to express to all those gathered at 
this Conference my feelings of abid
ing appreciation of the magnificent 
role played and of the remarkable 
prizes won, by the small band of 
Persian, British and American pic-

neers, in the course of the initial 
stage of this divinely propelled and 
mysteriously unfolding collective en
terprise, which has overshadowed 
both the Latin American and Euro
pean teaching campaigns launched 
in recent years, which is destined 
to exert an incalculable influence on 
the fortunes of the Faith throughout 
the world, and which may well have 
far-reaching repercussions among 
the two chief races dwelling in the 
North American continent. 

To the American Baha'i Commu
nity, the chief executor of ~Abdu'l
Saha' j s Divine Plan; to the British 
Baha'i Community, destined to play 
in future decades a predominating 
role in opening to the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah not only the British Ter
ritories throughout the African con
tinent, but the divers Dependencies 
of the British Crown scattered on 
the surface of the globe; to the Per
sian Baha'i Community, at once the 
most venerable and most consist
ently persecuted among its sister 
communities in both the East and 
the West; to the Egyptian Baha'i 
Community that may well boast of 
having erected in that continent the 
first pillar of the Universal House of 
Justice; to the Indian Baha'i Com
munity, fated to contribute, to a 
marked degree, to the spiritual 
quickening of the Indians constitut
ing a notable element of the popula
tion of Africa-to these Communities 
I feel I must acknowledge my deep 
sense of thankfulness for the stren
uous efforts exerted by their pio
neers to raise aloft the standard of 
the Faith in the territories allocated 
to them in Liberja, Uganda, Tan
ganyika, the Gold Coast, Kenya, 80-
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maliland, Nyasaland, Northern Rho
desia, Libya, Algeria, Zanzibar and 
Madagascar. To others who, though 
not following the fixed pattern of the 
Plan initiated for the present Afri
can campaign, have arisen to intro
duce the Faith in the Territories of 
Sierra Leone. Angola, Mozambique 
and Southern Rhodesia I feel, more
over, a debt of gratitude is due for 
their sha re in extending the range 
of Baha'i pioneer activity in that 
continent. 

The hour is indeed propitious, as 
the climax of the world wide re
joicings signalizing the Holy Year 
approaches, for the National Spirit
ual Assemblies of these same Com
munities to gird up their loins t in 
collaboration with the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
'Iraq, in a supreme effort to la unch, 
on the morrow of this fateful Con
ference, that phase of the ten year 
Crusade which, God willing, will cul
minate in the introduction of our 
glorious Faith in all the remaining 
territories of that vast continent as 
well as the chief neighboring islands 
lying in the Indian and the Atlantic 
Oceans. The decade on whose thresh
old thf"Y no~ stand must, circum
stances permitting, witness: First, 
the erection of three additional pil
lars within the confines of that con
tinent and its neighboring islands, 
designed to support, together with 
no less than forty five other Na
tional Spi ritual Assemblies to be es
tablished in other parts of the world, 
the final unit in the erection of the 
Administrative Order of the Faith 
of Baha'u'Uah, namely: The National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Central and East Africa, to be 
formed under the aegis of the N a
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the British Isles, with 
its seat in Kampala; the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Bah.a'is of 
South and West Africa, to be formed 
under the aegis of the N a tiona I 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the United States of America, with 
its seat in Johannesburg; the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Saha'is of North West Africa, to be 
formed under the aegis of the N a
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Egypt and Sudan, with its 
seat in Tunis. Second., the initial pur
chase of land for the future construc
tion of three Ma~briqu'l-A®kars, 

one in Cairo, one in Kampala and 
one in Johannesburg, situated re-

spectively m the north, the heart and 
the south of the African continent. 

Third, the opening of the following 
thirty three virgin territories and 
islands: Cape Verde Is., Canary Is., 
French Somaliland, French Togo
land, Mauritius, Northenl Territories 
Protectorate, Portuguese Guinea 
Reunion 1., Spanish Guinea, St. Hel~ 
ena, and St. Thomas L, assigned to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States of 
America; Ashanti Protectorate, Bas
utoland, Bechuanaland, Italian So
maliland, Southern Rhodesia and 
Swaziland assigned to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Persia; French Equatorial Africa. 
French West Africa, Morocco (Int. 
Zone), Rio de Oro, Spanish Morocco 
and Spanish Sahara assigned to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Egypt and Sudan; Com oro 
Is., French Cameroons, Gambia 
Ruanda-Urundi and Socotra I. as~ 
signed to the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of India. 
Pakistan and Burma; the British 
Cameroons, British Togoland, Ma
deira and South West Africa, as
signed to the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of the British 
Isles; and Seychelles Is. assigned to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'IS of 'Iraq. Fourth, the 
translation and publication of Baha'i 
literature in the following thirty-one 
languages to be Wldertaken by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the British Isles: Accra, 
Afrikaans, Aladian, Ashanti, Banu, 
Bemba, Bua, Chuana, Gio, Gu, Jieng, 
Jolof, Kuamyama, Krongo, Kroo, Lu
imbi, Malagasy, Nubian, Pedi. Popo, 
Ronga, Sena, Shilha, Shona, Sobo, 
Suta, Wongo, Xosa, Yalunka, Yao , 
and Zl)lu. Fifth, the consolidation of 
the twenty~four following territories 
already opened to t!"e Faith in the 
African continent: Angola, Belgian 
Congo, Gold Coast, Kenya, Nigeria. 
Sierra Leone, Tanganyika, Uganda 
and Zululand, allocated to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the British Isles; Abys
sinia, Algeria, Eritrea, Libya, 
French Morocco, Somaliland, Sudan 
and Tunisia, allocated to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Egypt and Sudan; Madagascar, Mo
zambique and Zanzibar, allocated to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of India, Pakistan and 
Burma; Northern Rhodesia and Ny
asaland, allocated to the National 
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Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Persia; Liberia and South Africa 
allocated to the National SPirituai 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
United States of America. Sixth, the 
es.ta,?lishment, circumstances per
mIttmg, of a National Baha'i Court 
in the capital city of Egypt the 
recognized center of both the Isiamic 
and Arab worlds officially empow
ered to apply, in matters of personal 
status. the Laws and Ordinances re
vealed in the Kitab-i-Aqdas, the 
Mother-Book of the Baha'i Revela
tion. Seventh, the incorporation of 
the three above - mentioned Re
gional National Spiritual -Assem
blies. Eighth, the establishment by 
those same National Spiritual As
semblies of National Baha'i Endow~ 
ments. Ninth, the establishment of a 
Nation~l ~a?=iratu'l-Quds in Johan
nes burg and one in Tunis and the 
conversion into a similar institution 
of the local I:la~iratu'l-Quds of Kam
pala. Tenth, the formation of a Na
tional Bah,,'i Publishing Trust in 
Cairo. Eleventh, the formation of an 
Israel Branch of the National Spirit
ual Assembly of the Baha'is of Egypt 
and Sudan, authorized to hold, on 
behalf of its parent institution, prop
erty dedicated to the Holy Shrines 
at the World Center of the Faith in 
the State of Israel. Twelfth, the ap
pointment, during Ri<;lvan 1954, by 
the Hand of the Cause in Africa, of 
an auxi1iary Board of nine members 
who will, in conjunction with the six 
National Spiritual Assemblies partic
ipating in the African Campaign, as
sist, through periodic and systematic 
visits to Baha'i Centers, in the effi
cient and prompt execution of the 
Plans formulated for the prosecu
tion of the teaching campaign in the 
African continent. 

May the six aforementioned Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies, aided by 
the Hand of the Cause appointed in 
that continent, and the auxiliary 
Board to be chosen by him. and SUD

ported by the national committe~s 
and sub~committees to be formed in 
due course, and reinforced by the 
constant and energetic efforts of an 
ever-swelling number of pioneers, 
whether settlers or itinerant teach
ers, and assisted by the whole
hearted collaboration of the indigen. 
OllS lJelievc-rs in all localities, be 
spiritually welded into a unit at once 
dynamic and coherent, and be suf
fused with the creative, the directing 
and propelling forces proceeding 
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Photos showing detail of the Shrine of the Bab. At right js the Greatest Name in the ('entrat panel of the parapet on the front of 
the Shrine. 

from the Source of the Revelation 
Himself, and be made, as the pro
jected campaign unfolds. the vehicle 
of His grace from on High, and 
prove themselves worthy and -effec~ 
tive instruments for the execution 
and ultimate consummation of one 
of the most thrilling and far-reach
ing enterprises W1dertaken in the 
Formative Age of the Faith and con
stituting one of the noblest phases 
of the most g1orious Crusade ever 
launched in the course of Baha'i his
tory for the systematic propagation 
of the Cause of Bahit'u'llith over the 
surface of the entire planet. 

-SHOGHI 

CONMEttTARY, NATIONAl.. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
The first of the four rnterconti~ 

nental Conferences was held at Kam
pala, Uganda, from February 12 to 
18, 1953. 

The Guardian's Message. pub
lished above, was read to the a t
tendants by Leroy loas, Hand of 
the Cause, and the Guardian's rep
resentative. In this letter we have 
the fundamentals of the Ten Year 
Crusade as planned by Shoghi Ef
fendi for the African Continent and 
adj acent islands. It inaugurates the 

mighty Crusade. 
Every Baha'i on earth has a re

sponsibility for contributing to this 
Crusade. and a glorious opportunity 
to consecrate his life to this vital 
stage in the unfoldment of the Divine 
Plan. 

The believers in each of the six 
National Spiritual Assemblies to 
which specific African areas are as
signed will give particular and 
prayerful attention to their own col
lective share of the great enterprise, 
and ponder how they may serve, 
whether by pioneering, by deputiz
i ng a pioneer, or in other ways, 

The Conference proceedings will 
be reported by the British National 
Spiritual Assembly, which spon
sored the Conference. The specific 
plans adopted by the National Spir
itual Assembly of the United States 
will be reported to the American be
lievers at a later date. 

What we have to consider here is 
the grandeur of the Guardian's Plan, 
the immensity of the field, the neces
sity of success in achieving the goals, 
and the great extension of intimate 
cooperation and fellowship estab
lished by the Plan for the six par
ticipating National Spiritual Assem
blies. Our first task is to understand 
the Message; our second task is to 
pray for consecration, and our third 
is to arise in action in some way 
corresponding to our personal capac-

ity and condition. 
For American Baha'is, other 

teaching areas will be defined as re
sponsibilities of the United States in 
the Guardian's Mes-sage to the AlI
America Conference, the European 
Conference, and the last of the four 
Intercontinental Conferences, to be 
held at New Delhi, India I in October. 

What has been launched at Kam
pala is a World Crusade not merely 
exceeding anything ever a ttem pted 
by Baha'is, but also exceeding any 
spiritual undertaking ever carried 
out in the past history of religion. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

RAPID PROGRESS OF THE 
TWIN SACRED UNDERTAKINGS 
Eve convocation (of) history making, 
long eagerly anticipated African In
ter-Continental Conference share 
(with) communities Babit 'j World 
(the) joyous news (of the) rapid 
progress (of the) twin sacred under
takings launched (on the) Mountain 
(of) God (and the) Holy Plain (of) 
'Akka destined (to) culminate (in 
the) erection (of) worthy sepulchers 
(of the) Herald, (and) Author (of the) 
Bahit'i Revelation, Stop. World wide 
celebrations (of the) Holy Year in
augurated last October (are) height
ened (nuring) course present month 
through (the) holding (of the) epoch 
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making gathering, (and) moving 
steadily towards climax (during) ap
proaching Rigviin festivities (and) 
greatly enhanced (by the) latest de
velopments (of the) institutions (at 
the) World Center (of the) Faith. 
Stop. Construction third unit (of the) 
Bab's Shrine (is) terminated syn
chronizing (with the) safe arrival (at 
the) port (of) Haifa (of the) last 
consignment (of) stones ordered (in) 
Italy totaling over thirteen hundred 
tons. Stop. First section (of the) 
brim (of the) dome, constituting (the) 
base (of the) topmost tier (of the) 
triple crown (of the) majestic edifice 
(has been) erected heralding (the) 
placing (during) Rigviln period (of) 
tiles as well as construction (of) ribs 
(of the) golden dome. Stop. (The) 
landscaping in; tia ted (at the) incep
tion (of the) Holy Year (of) thirteen 
thousand square meter area im-, 
mediately surrounding (the) Qiblih 
(of the) Baha'i World, involving ex
tension (of) its outer sanctuary, 
to be designated henceforth (as the) 
Harami-Aqdas, (is) virtually con
cluded, paving (the) way. sl,lccessive
ly (for the) embellishment (and) 
extensive illumination (of the) entire 
area (and) erection stately portals, 
presaging (the) rearing (at a) future 
date (of a) magnificent Mausoleum 
(in) its heart. Stop. (The) striking 
enhancement (of the) beauty (and) 
stateliness (of the) most holy spot 
(In the) Baha'i World, constitutes (a) 
befitting tribute (to the) memory (of 
the) Founder (of the)Faith, within 
(the) hallowed area adjacent (to) 
His resting place (on the) occasion 
(of the) Centenary Celebrations (of 
the) birth (of) His glorious Mission. 

-SHoom 

February 9, 1953. 

COMMENTARY: NA.TIONAL SPIRITUAl.. AssEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
The Guardian's cable of Febru

ary 9 was presented at the Africa 
In tercon tinental Conference held in 
Kampala by Leroy Ioas, Hand of the 
Cause, in his capacity of the Guard
ian's representative. 

Shoghi Effendi's report of progress 
of the Htwin sacred undertakings" 
he has launched "on the Motmtain 
of God" at the World Center will be 
acclaimed as one more evidence of 
the rapid development of the Shrines 
and institutions at Haifa and 'Akka 
which symbolize the potent emana
tions of the Spirit of Baha'u'llah in 
these days. They are the tokens of 
our ultimate victory in the World 

Crusade, and as such inspire in all 
Baha'is a profound reverence and 
joy. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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AMERICAN BAHA'IS INVITED 
TO ATTEND 
INTERCONTINENTAL 
CONFERENCE IN STOCKHOLM 

The European Teaching Commit
tee, as the appointed Convenor of the 
Third Intercontinental Baha'i Teach
ing Conference, joyously extends to 
all of the believers in the United 
States a warm and cordial invitation 
to attend this historic gathering to 
be held in Stockholm, Sweden begin
ning with an Informal Reception 
Tuesday evening, July 21 and ex
tending through Sunday afternoon, 
July 26. 

The four Intercontinental Baha'i 
Teaching Conferences, marking the 
"inauguration . , . of the intercon
tinental stage in the administrative 
evolution of the Faith", have been 
called by our beloved Guardian to 
launch the Ten Year Global Teach
ing Campaign, destined to establish 
the Cause of Baha'u'lliih throughout 
this planet. The friends gathered at 
Stockholm in the third of these Con
ferences will share the great privi
lege and bounty of meeting with be
lievers from all parts of the Baha'i 
World and of participating in the 
deliberations of plans designed to 
carry out the tasks, specifically as
signed by our Guardian as Europe's 
part in this glorious spiritual Cru
sade. 

The members of the European 
Teaching Committee are gratefully 
and humbly aware of the bounty and 
privilege bestowed upon them in 
serving as your hosts and in welcom
ing you to this moment01.~s occasion. 

Housing Accommodations 
The housing arrangements which 

have been made include rooms in 
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Youth "Hostels", in the Domus or 
Student Hotel and in the Hotel Mal
men, ranging in price from $1.00 to 
$4.50 per day (without meals). Any 
one contemplating attending the Con
ference should write immediately to; 

:Miss Honor Kempton 
37 Quai Wilson 
Geneva, Switzerland 

If definite reservation is desired, 
please designate which of the three 
categories of accommodation you 
desire. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

LETTER FROM HAIFA 
DEFINES "AGES" 
AND "EPOCHS" 

In a letter dated January 18, 1953, 
written on behalf of the Guardian by 
Leroy loas, Assistant Secretary, the 

. terms "ageU and Hepoch" as used 
by the Guardian are deftned. 

"The Faith is divided into three 
Ages, the Heroic. the Formative, the 
Golden Age, as has been outlined in 
his writings. The Heroic Age closed 
with the Ascension of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
The Formative Age is divided into 
epochs. The first epoch lasted 25 
years. We are now actually in the 
second epoch of the Formative Age. 
How long the Formative Age will 
last is not known - and there will 
probably be a number of epochs in 
it. 

"The Divine Plan of 'Abdu'l-Bahit 
is divided into epochs. The first Sev
en Year Plan constituted the first 
stage of the first epoch; the second 
Seven Year Plan constitutes the sec
ond stage; while the ten year Cru
sade will constitute the third stage 
of the first epoch of the Divine Plan. 
The first epoch of the Divine Plan 
will conclude with the conclusion of 
the tell year Crusade." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

THE GREATEST NAME AND 
PICTURES OF 'ABDU'L-BAHA 
IN GROUP PHOTOGRAPHS 

The friends will be very happy to 
learn that .in a letter written on be
half of the Guardian, believers are 
informed about the proper position 
for the Greatest Name and for the 
picture of 'Abdu'l-Baha when they 
are used in group photographs. 

"It is quite important that the 
Greatest Name or a picture of 
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'Abdu'I-Baha be placed in a dignified 
position. They should not be placed 
on the floor nor 1 on the other hand, 
should they be held above the heads 
of the people in the photograph. It 
would seem that the proper position 
would be for them to be held a bout 
chest height." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

MEMORIAL ARTICLE 
ON LOUIS G. GREGORY 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
requested Miss Elsie Austin to pre
pare a memorial on Louis G. Gregory 
for publication in Baha'i News. Cop
ies were provided for the Intercon
tinental Conference in Kampala on 
account of the Guardian's associa
tion of this Hand of the Cause with 
the Faith in Africa. 
Acknow~edgment is made to Mrs. 

Mariam Haney and Mr. Harlan Ober 
for their contribution of information 
about Mr. Gregory's life and Baha'i 
career. 
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CORRECTIONS IN 
GUARDIAN'S CABLES 

Cable dated Oct. 14: "construction 
(of) ribs (of) drum (and) brim (of) 
lantern (of) dome" should read: 
"construction (of) drum (and) ribs, 
(and) brim (and) lantern (of) 
dome." 

Cable dated November 12: "who 
placed (a) residence" should be 
"who placed (his) residence." 

NaUoDal Babi'i Addresses 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
lllinois. 
Make checks Payable to: 

National Baha'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Dlinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
lllinois. 

ISRAELI BROADCAST 
DESCRIBES SHRINE 
AND GARDENS 

The English section of the Israeli 
broadcasting station "Kol Zion" re
corded an interview in the gardens 
of the Shrine of the Bab and broad
cast this by short wave December 29. 

At the opening of the broadcast the 
announcer explained that Israel was 
not only the home of Judaism, Chris
tiani ty, and Islam, but of a fourth re
ligion, the Baha'i Faith. He then ask
ed Rul:liyyih Khanum for some ex
planatory remarks. She briefiy 
sketched the various exiles of Baha
'u'llah and His arrival in 'Akka. She 
said that the creation of world peace 
was the Baha'i objective, and enu
merated the principles designed to 
attain this end. She explained how 
Baha'is work through elected local 
and national bodies and that Shoghi 
Effendi Rabbani will head our inter
national body. It is the desire of all 
Baha'is, she said, to come here as 
pilgrims to meet their world leader 
face to face. 

The next part of the broad
cast came from the gardens imme
diately in front of the Shrine. The an
nouncer asked Leroy loas a number 
of questions about the gardens and 
the Shrine of the Bab. In the con
cluding part R Ui)iyyih Khitnum 
talked briefly of the life of the Ba b 
and His martyrdom, how His re
mains were hidden in place after 
place before being brought here for 
interment. 

This broadcast is another impres
sive evidence of the growing recog
nition of the Faith. 

-NA'IION.IU. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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LOUHELEN SUMMER SCHOOL 
"World Crusade" Program Theme 
"The World Embracing Spiritual 

Crusade", will be the general theme 
of the 1953 summer sessions at Lou
helen Baha'i School. In addition to 
courses on basic Baha'i Writings, and 
special subjects, there will be week
end program units on such themes 
as United Nations, Israel, Africa, 
Baha'i Geography and Family Rela
tions. A tentative outline of Louhelen 
sessions follows: 
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JUNIOR YOUTH SESSION I July 5-
July 11 

Subjects: Baha'i History, Com
parative Religion, Living the 
Life, Crafts, and Recreation. 

JUNIOR YOUTH SESSION II July 
12..J'uly 18 

Subjects: Baha'i History, Com
parative Religion, Living the 
Life, Crafts, and Recreation. 
Continuation of courses begun 
in Junior Youth Session L) 

WEEK-END PROGRAM July 18-19 
Subject: The New Africa, Matthew 

Bullock - Chairman. 
GENERAL SESSION I July 19-July 
25 

Subjects; Gleanings, This Earth 
One Country, and The Dynamics 
of Prayer. 

WEEK-END PROGRAM July 25-26 
Subject: The New Israel. 

GENERAL SESSION II July 26-Au
gust 8 

Laboratory session including 
courses on Dawnbreakers, Com
parative Religion, Baha'i Geog
raphy and the Guardian's Let
ters. 

WEEK-END PROGRAM August 2-3 
Subject: Family Relations 

·WEEK-END PROGRAM August 8-9 
Subject: The United Nations 

GENERAL SESSION III August 9-
August 15 

Subjects: God Passes By, part I; 
The Baha'i World Faith, part I; 
and a special course on Islam. 

WEEK-END PROGRAM August 15-
16. 

Subject: Baha'i Geography 
GENERAL SESSION IV August 16-
August 22 

Subjects: God Passes By, part II; 
Bah"i World Faith, part II; and 
a special course on Baha'i Ad
ministration. 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SESSION Au
gust 23-Septem ber 5 

Subjects: Keys to Pioneering, 
Baha'u'llah's Book of Certitude, 
and Some Answered Questions. 
(This is a two-week session for 
youth and adults, ages 15 
and up.) 

WEEK-END PROGRAMS 
Week-end programs will be har

monized with youth and family 
needs. The session will culminate 
with Homecoming the week-end 
of September 5-6. 



6 MARCH, 1951 

Jubilee Year 
AMERICAN NATIONAL JUBILEE PROGRAM ANNOUNCED 

This issue of Baha/i News presents the first detailed announcement of all the events. which 
are part of our National Jubilee Celebration. The program as it has been finally developed 
should prove to be a rich and deeply inspiring experience to all privileged to attend. 

Of the eight days during which the events are scheduled, the friends will note that the first 
three days: are devoted to the Annual Convention, including the Ric;tvan Feast and a meeting 
in the Temple Auditorium commemorating the Master's visit to the Temple grounds May 1, 
1912. The fourth day is devoted to the Dedication of the House of Worship - the great public 
event which will inaugurate public Baha'i worship in the United States of America. That eve
ning the Sacred Gilt being sent by the Guardian will be unveiled for the attendant Baha'is. The 
final four days are set aside for the Second Intercontinental Conference of this Jubilee Year. 

A further study of the program will show that the first and alternate evenings are Public 
Meetings for the proclamation of the Faith. Further details of these meetings and of the com
memorative and dedication services will be announced later. 

The National Assembly is aware that this program is more than an Annual Convention, 
a Temple Dedication, and an Intercontinental Conference, evpn though these are the three 
chief divisions of events. 

Our National Jubilee is the entrance into conscious, mature, world responsibility in the 
unfoldment of the Faith of Baha.'u'll<ili. The full spiritual impact we may not see for some 
years. 

We are grateful that the Guardian is sending his personal representative, Amatu'l-Baha. 
We will come as pilgrims, joyous and eager for that larger vision that will enab1e us to be
come "the quickeners of mankind. u 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSDlBLY 

JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
Chicago and Wilmette, lilinois, April 29-May 6, 1953 

NATIONAL CONVENTION April 29.May 1 
Wednesday, April 29 

9:30-12:00 Noon 
2:00-5:30 P.M. 
8:00P.M. 

Thursday, April 30 
9:30-12:00 Noon 
2:00-5:30 P.M. 
8:00 P.M. 

Friday, May 1 
. 9 :30-12:00 Noon 

3:00 P.M. 

8:00P.M. 

National Convention 
National Convention 
Public Meeting 

National Convention 
National Convention 
Ri(ivan Feast 

National Convention 
Meeting for Baha'is only. 

Commemoration of the visit of 'Abdu'I-Baha to the Temple grounds 
on May I, 1912. (Temple Auditorium, Wilmette). 

There "Will be an exhibit of archives material associated with the 
three central Figures of the Faith following this meeting. 

Public Meeting on the Temple. (Gymnasium, New Trier High School, 
Winnetka). 

DEDICATION OF THE HOUSE OF WORSHIP May 2 

Saturday, May 2 
2:00 P.M. 

7:30 P.M. 

Public Dedication of the Temple. (Temple Auditorium, Wilmette). 
(The exact program will be repeated until all Baha'is and visitors 

have been accommodated). 
Unveiling to Baha'is only, the Sacred Gift sent by the Guardian. 

(Temple Auditorium, Wilmette). 
(Opportunity -will be given for all Baha'is attending to view the 

Sacred Gift). 
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SECOND INTER • CONTINENTAL BAHA'I CONFERENCE May 3·6 

Sunday, May 3 

9 :30-12 :00 Noon 

2:00-4:30 P.M. 

8:00P.M. 

Monday, May 4 

9:30-12 :00 Noon 

2 :00-4 :30 P.M. 

8:00 P.M. 

Tuesday, May 5 

9:30-12:00 Noon 

2:00-4:30 P.M. 

8:00P.M. 

Wednesday, May 6 

9:30-12:00 Noon 

2:00-4:30 P.M. 

7:30 P.M. 

.opening of the Conference 
Message of the Guardian to the Conference. 

Presentation of the Hands 
Amatu'l-Baha RiiJ::liyyih Khimum 

of the Cause of God and Members of the 
International Council. 

Rol! Cal! (By countries) 
Greetings from the Baha'i World Community_ 
Character and Purpose of the Global Crusade. 

Haifa, the Focal Center of the Plan. 
Discussion of the Goals to be Won. 
Public Meeting 

Surveys of the New Areas. 
How to Open New Territories. 
Consul ta tion. 
Helpful Pioneer Experiences. 

Canada 
United States 
Latin America 
Europe 
Africa 

Consultation, 
Address to the Believers. 

To be followed b:~r reception. 

Reaching the Aborigines. 
Languages and Literature. 
Youth in the World Crusade. 
Significance of the Year Nine 
Heroic Age of the Faith. 

Dawnbreakers of the Bah. 
Heroes of the Lord of Hosts. 
The Incomparable l\iaster. 

The World Center Today. 
Public Meeting 

First Steps to Action. 
Volunteering for the Task. 
Arousing Our Communities. 
Consultation. 

Amatu'l-Baha RuI.>iyyih !Q>anum 
Amelia Collins 

Amalu'I-Bah';' RUJ.>iyyih Khitnum 

Shu'a u'llah 'Ala'i 

Tarfl?;u'llab Samandari 
Dhikru'llah Khadim 

Valiyu'llah Varqa 
'Ali-Akbar Furutan 

Open Consultation. 
World Order Unfolds 
Mount Your Steeds t 

George Townshend and Horace Holley 
Amatu'l-Baha Ruqiyyih Khanum 

Fellowship Evening 
Farewell Program. 

A period of devotions will precede all sessions of the Convention and Intercontinental 
Conference at 9:00 A.M. 

All events listed are at the Medinah Temple in Chicago, except where otherwise designated. 
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AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

Summer Schools 

The Yerrinbool Summer School 
was held at Bolton Place, Yerrinbool, 
Australia from January 1st to Janu. 
ary 11th, 1953. The Hyde Dunn S~hool 
.in New Zealand met from December 
27th, 1952 to January 10th, 1953. 

Preliminary reports of these 
Jubilee Year Summer Schools indi
cate that the sessions were the best 
ever held from a rna terial and spir
itual sense. The average attendance 
at Hyde Dwm School was over 
thirty-five people. Yerrinbool attend
ants reported particularly happy and 
dynamic sessions. 

Shortly after the summer school 
sessions World Religion Day was ob
served in Australia and New Zealand 
on February 8th. 

CANADA 
National Haziratu'I-Quds 

The Guardian called upon the Ca
nadian Nationa1 Assembly to estab
lish a national I;Ia~iratu'l..Quds in 
February. 1952. In one of his mes
sages he stated, ••.. , effort must 
... be exerted for the establishment 
of an institution which, though not 
an integral part of the (five year) 
Plan, formulated for that commu
nity, is none the less regarded as in
dispensable owing to its emergence 
into an independent existence. and 
the necessity of its following the lead 
of its sister communities in East and 
West, which have, at various stages 
in their development, adopted this 
vital measure for the consolidation 
of their national institutions and the 
raising of the prestige of the Faith 
in their respective countries." 

The I:Ia?ira has recently been pur
chased in Toronto, Ontario, It is a 
beautiful three story stone and brick 
residence standing on a large prop
erty of a dignified area in the heart 
of Toronto. 

The Canadian Baha'i News carried 
the folJowing picturesque editorial: 

"If you go west along Bloor Street, 
in Toronto, past Yonge and Bay-an 
area rapidly becoming the shopping 
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The National Haziratu'l-Quds of ea.nad .. , in Toronto. 

center of the city-past Avenue Road 
and Varsity Stadium, you come to 
St. George Street. Turn up this pleas
ant, tree-lined thoroughfare and go 
north 2. short block-and-a-half and 
you wi]] be standing opposite num
ber 18H. It is a substantial, three
story hrick house separated from the 
sidewalk by a wide lawn. If you walk 

up the path to the large stone, pil
lared porch and pass through the 
double front doors, you will find 
yourself in a large hall, comfortably 
furnished: with a polished oak stair
way set off to one side. 

"You are now standing in the cen
ter of a house that, at present, is the 
house of many different people, car-
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rying out their affairs in its sixteen 
rooms. And yet, you can still feel the 
atmosphere of the time when only 
one family lived here, a quieter and 
more gracious era at the turn of the 
century. As you stand in this reverie 
you begin to wonder how it will look 
next year when skilled tradesmen 
start making changes. That big room 
on the south side-the one with the 
bay window in the corner. looking out 
on thf street-how will that look par
titioned and furnished as two up-to
date offices? Or the one behind it 
that looks out over the big garden at 
the back? Then. upstairs where those 
walls are to come out to make an as
sembly hall. How will that look? 

uDecorating problems and ques
tions race through your mind as you 
go up to the top floor. The front room 
-hmm' Visitor perhaps? Then this 
huge room next to it with the bay 
window and the big fireplace. Ob
viously the living room. Yes-fire
sides! And you can almost see the 
people gathered around the hearth
listening and asking. Then down the 
passage-bedroom--bedroom-kitch
en and bathroom. Yes, everything 
would be just right. 

"Perhaps it is as you go down to 
the hall again, as you tread that 
polished hardwood, that the realiza
tion dawns. The concept of what this 
house is to become. Once again it 
will be the home of one family-the 
Baha'l family of Canada. Here is a 
building with quiet dignity that 
would be fitting for such a purpose. 
The space for offices, a panelled li
brary, an assembly room big enough 
for two hundred people, a home for 
a caretaker, and space for visitors 
from clistant places. Here is the hub 
of the Baha'i Administration of Can
ada, here is a pillar of the future 
world order. here is our new I:Ia~ir
atu'l-Quds. 

"As you leave 188 and walk down 
St. George, turn and look back from 
under the trees. Perhaps you will see 
just another three-story house---or 
maybe you will see more than that. 
Perhaps you will see a foundation 
stone in the World Order of Baha
'u'lhlh, a piece of solid proof that this 
administration is a living fact-not 
just a vision in a book. That is what 
I saw: the Canadian Bahati Commu
nity taking a mature step towards 
World Order, and I hope that you 
will come and see it too." 

The Guardian has pointed out that 

the significance of this Edifice is not 
only national in scope, but interna
tional as well. It will, he says, serve 
further to link five continents in a 
chain of Baha'i National Institutions 
and thus enhance the growing pres
tige of our F ai th around the world. 
And finally, he points out, that the 
discharge of the responsibility to es
tablish the 1;Ia~iratu'I-Quds will ·'con
stitute a befitting contribution by one 
of the youngest national commtulities 
in the Baha'i world to the world-wide 
celebrations that are to commem
orate the centenary of the birth of 
Baha'u'llah's mission and parallel 
the termination of the fifty-year-old 
enterprise of the first Ma~b.riqu'l
A<fukar of the West, and its official 
opening for public Baha'i worship. 't 

CENTRAL AMERICA 
Annual Convention 

In order to give as many Central 
American Baha'is as possible the 
chance to attend the Third Annual 
Convention of the Baha'is of Central 
America and to go on from there to 
tlle ·All-America Intercontinental 
Conference in Chicago, the National 
Assembly named Havana, Cuba, as 
the site of the Convention. Because 
of the central location of Havana 
midway between the Central Ameri
can countries and the Islands of the 
Antilles, an unusually good attend
ance is an tici pa ted. 

T eachi n9 Activities 
The Spanish National Teaching 

Committee has already beglUl to put 
into effect an extensive teaching 
campaign by mail consisting of four 
introductory leaflets designed to 
awaken interest in the Faith amongst 
non-Baha'is in all cities and towns of 
the Spanish-speaking area. 

The English National Teaching 
Committee reports that as a result 
of the recent Institutes for Preparing 
Teachers, twenty-three believers 
from the English and French-speak
ing areas offered their services, ei
ther for local teaching or for teaching 
in other countries of the area. Six 
offers were received from Kingston, 
Jamaica, six from Port Antonio, Ja
ma'ica, and seven from Port-au
Prince, Haiti. 

Effort to Achieve Goals 
Every effort is being made dur-
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ing these last few months before 
Ri<;!van of 1953 to fulfill the three 
basic goals laid down by the 
Guardian in his message to the first 
Central American Convention in 1951 
and the later specific goals for in
dividual Communities set by the Na
tional Assembly. Ri<;!van of 1953 
marks the "coming of age" of the 
youthful National Assembly of Cen
tral America which has, for the first 
two years of its life, been under the 
loving guidance of its big sister, the 
National Assembly of the United 
States, but which will be thereafter 
independent. 

GERMANY 
The Committee of Persian Baha'I 

Students in Germany and Austria ar
ranged public meetings in E sslingen 
at the Engineering School, in Darm
stadt at the University of Ttibingen, 
and at the Tecbnical High School in 
Karlsruhe. At these meetings a na
tional Baha'i teacher as well as a 
Persian Baha'i student presented the 
East-We.st and historical aspects of 
the Faith in bringing world under
standing. Eight other meetings are 
planned at universities and high 
schools throughout Germ any. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BURMA 

UN Semi nar on the Status of Women 

A Seminar on the status of women 
in South East Asia was held in India 
in December, under the auspices of 
the United Nations. 

Three Baha'i delegates were ap
pointed by the National Spiritual As
sembly to represent the Baha'i Com
munity. They were: Mrs. Fozdar of 
Singapore, Miss Vakil of Surat and 
Mrs. Bomas of Lashkar (Gwalior). 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Rio d. Janeiro, Bralil 

The National Conference of the Or
ganization of Non-Governmental En
tities of Brazil that works with the 
United Nations, in November elect
ed the Bah-a' i Community of Rio as 
one of the groups to belong to the 
Administrative Council. Of the 250 
member organizations about ninety 
are elected to the Administrative 
Council. The Baha'i delegate to the 
National Conference made many con
tacts and gave out Baha'i literature. 
A representative of the Brazilian 



10 

government asked for a round table 
discussion on the Faith. 

While stopping in Rio on her way 
home from a National Assembly 
meeting in Peru, Mrs. Margot Wor
ley was interviewed by a television 
reporter. The following day the 
filmed interview on the Faith was 
televized. The camera·man became 
so interested in the Faith that he 
has attended every Baha'i meeting 
in Rio since that day, and has of. 
fered his help in publicizing the 
Faith. 

A portion of ihe World Religion 
Day program was televized over the 
national news show. 

Sao Paulo, Brazil 

World Religion Day was observed 
in Sao Paulo with a large public 
meeting which featured three speak
ers. Besides the Baha'i, two able and 
widely known speakers representing 
the Jewish colony of Sao Paulo and 
a Protestant movement to unite the 
Christian Churches participated in 
the program. 

The· last several meetings of this 
Community, held regularly each 
month in the Municipal Library have 
been televized. 

~------------~ 

FAITH IN ACTION 
Chattanooga, Tennessee was re~ 

cently opened to the Faith by a 
weekend program which was pre
ceded by radio and newspaper inter
views of the speaker. Meetings held 
in the. Read House, the city's leading 
hotel, were well attended. 

From Waukesha, Wisconsin comes 
thrilling news of what can be ac~ 

complished by joint effort and inter
community cooperation. At a week 

·Iong Semioar held in the Avalon H<>
tel under the joiot sponsorship of the 
RTC and the commlUlities of Wau
kesha County, several believers 
were enrolled and a study class of 
very interested seekers was formed. 
Where there had been no Baha'i ac
tivity at the beginning of the week, 
at the end of it ihere was a flourish
ing group. Radio, newspaper, and 
TV publicity was sought and ob
tained, and this helped to make the 
Seminar successful. 

It is hard to evaluate immediately 

the effect of local newspaper pub
licity, but we do know that the more 
often the Faith is mentioned in print, 
the more chance there is for attrac
tion of true searchers. This month 
the NEWS has received many clip
pings from Syracuse, N.Y.; Little 
Rock, Ark.; Kuna, Idaho and Me~idi~ 
an, Idaho in which we find that be
lievers there have used all occasions 
to keep the name before the general 
public. World Religion Day, the com
ing Jubilee and 10 Year Crusade, and 
the House of Worship, as well as 
announcements of local meetings, all 
seem to have news value a s far as 
local editors are concerned, and can 
be used to promote interest. 

Chicago, III. believers gathered at 
the Chicago Baha'i Center on Thurs
day, February 12th, to offer "fervent 
prayers for the success of the 
first Inter-Continental Conference at 
Kampala, Africa." 

Within three months of their ar
rival in Oxnard, California, a Bah.a'l 
couple have been able to develop en
thusiastic firesides, secured the first 
mention of the Faith in the local 
newspaper by a story on the develop
ment of the Baha'i Faith, and are 
now planning public _meetings __ em th1= 
theme of the Jubilee Year. 

BAHA'I INVITED TO ADDRESS 
COMMONWEALTH CLUB 

An opportunity to present the 
Baha'1 Faith as "A force for unity 
in ihe Middle East-and ihe world" 
came ihrough a contact made by Mr. 
Arthur L. Dahl, Jr., of Palo Alto, 
with the Commonwealth Club of 
California. This organization, well 
known as one of the outstanding dis· 
cussion groups of the United States, 
invited Mr. Dahl as a Baha'i to 
speak to its Section on Medi terrane
an Problems, of which he had re
cently become a member. Amin 
Banani was also invited, as a repre
sentative of the Faith from the Mid
dle East, to answer questions. He 
spoke briefly on the status of the 
Faitb and its contribution to that 
part of the world. A lively discussion 
period attested to the interest of 
those attending the luncheon meet
ing. It was also possible to place 
several books about the Faith in the 
Club library. 

~--------.--------~ 
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BAHA'I CENTENARY 
NEWS SERVICE 

Radio Scripts Available 

Current 

No.1 THE BAHA'i HOUSE OF 
WORSHIP, SYMBOL OF 
HOPE - a talk script about 
a new type of religious wor
ship which is being intro
duced into the United States 
with the dedication of its 
House of Worship. 

No.2 THE BAHA'i TEMPLE. 
A SYMPHONY IN STONE 
-a talk script which takes 
the listener on an imagi
nary visit to the Temple. 

No. 3 CENTENARY OF UNI
VERSAL RELIGION - an 
interview with good histor
ical information. 

No.4 CENTENARY OF UNI
VERSAL RELIGION - a 
conversation between the 
narrator-- and a questioner 
or announcer. Good also for 
Naw-Ruz time, changing ti
tle to "A Divine Spring
time." 

No.5 An INTERVIEW SCRIPT
which is an interesting con
versation between a wom
an called Mrs. Adams and 
a Doctor North on whom 
she has called to inquire 
about the BaM.'! Faiih. 
Note: This is stemmed to 
World Religion Day but can 
be easily adapted to general 
use. 

No. 6 WHAT'S THE WORLD 
COMING TO? - a mod
ernly written interview be
tween the announcer and a 
Baha'i, which gives the 
high-lights of a Centenary 
of Universal Religion. (This 
can also be adapted to gen
eral use.) 
There is a limited supply 
of scripts on hand which 
were produced by ihe N a
tional Radio Committee the 
last few years, as follows: 

No. 450 Interview on the Temple 
and ihe Faith. 

No. 451 General Interview on the 
Faiih. 
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No. 452 World Religion - Source of 
True Brotherhood. 

No. 453 World Religion - Keystone 
of E duca tion. 

No. 454 New Life for the World 
(Naw-Ruz straight talk.) 

No. 455- The Birth of Baha'u'Uah 
456 

These scripts are $0.25 each. 
Order from-
Baha'i Centenary News Service 
Mrs. Nina Matthisen, See'y_ 
17 E. Cedar St., 
Chicago 11, Dlinois 

P,ess Clippings 

World Religion Day head-lined clip
pings have come in to date from 132 
cities representing 39 states and we 
know there will be more with each 
mail for days to come. There is ev
ery evidence that our World Religion 
Day is becoming well established 
throughout the country_ 

The press representatives every
Where are doing an excellent job in 
public relations. So far, every state 
but one is represented by Jubilee 
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events press clippings and the num
ber of cities represented are approx
ima tely 250. 

We note with admiration the uni
que methods employed by communi
ties to tie the releases to local ac
tivities such as: an International par
ty in one university town, in which 
Foreign Students were entertained 
by Baha'is at a Buffet Supper; mu
sicals is another tie-up: state elec
tions; listing of delegates and friends 
coming to the Centenary Celebra
tions; !\irica bound Baha'is; regional 

The Monrovia. Liberia Baha'i Group. who wiU eject their first Spiritual Assembly in April. The two AmericaD pioneers are Miss 
Valerie Wilson and Mr. William Foster seated in the center row, second and third from the right. 
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and local conferences held to dis
cuss the ten-year crusade; letters to 
editors and many others. 

The committee is compiling a spe
cial, beautifully bound, gold lettered, 
book of outstanding clippings for our 
beloved Guardian and an additional 
one with all clippings for the National 
Archives. Dick Thomas who is doing 
a magnificent job in preparing the 
clippings said recently; "We have 
enough clippings to paper a large 
room.,t 

AUDIO-VISUAL COMMITIEE 
The following audio-visual materi

als are ready for distribution: 
1. An up-ta-date set of Temple slides 

with script. 
40 35mrn. color slides "An 
Armchair Tour of the 
Temple" .............. $15.00 

3. Haifa. A Name you will re
member. 

60 35mrn. color from Hautz and 
Weedin sets with script $18.00 

5. Green Acre. The Green Pastures 
Ilf-- modern times. 

50 35mm. color of the 
Baha'i Summer School $15.00 

6. Human Destiny. 
120 35mm. color combining 
Progressive Revelation, His
toric Geology and America's 
Destiny with script for narra-
tion ................... $3n.oo 

7. Tape recordings are available 
for slide sets No.5, No. 6 

each .................. $6.00 

Jubilee Display Photographs 

8. A large two-color 3 wing window 
display piece at the low 

cost of ................ $3.00 
This piece is four feet long by 
22 inches high with three llx14 
recent pictures of the Temple in
cluding first landscaping details. 
Orders now being taken for two 
or more because of their low cost 
and usefulness. 

9. A kit of 9 display photographs of 
the Temple llx14 heavy mounts 
suitable for lectures at firesides, 
service clubs, schools and sm all 
intimate groups. Each photo
graph plus mailing.. . ... $1.75 
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REMINDERS for those Attending Jubilee Celebrations 

CREDENTIALS 
All believers expecting to attend one or more of the events of the 

Jubilee Celebrations must have Baha'i credentials, or they run the 
risk of not being admitted. In the February B.tUiA'f NEWS the National 
Spiritual Assembly requested each believer to obtain credentials. 

Baha'is of the United States obtain credentials from the local As
sembly, or if living outside a community apply in advance to the 
National Spiritual Assembly. Baha'is of other lands obtain credentials 
from their National Spiritual Assemblies, or where there is no Na
tional Assembly from their local Assemblies. 

Be certain to have your card with you to show upon request. 

HOUSING 
Baha'is coming to the JUbilee Celebrations are urged to make hotel 

reservations now. before arriving in Chicago. 
With the ;xception of Frida~ a~ernoo.n, May 1 and Saturdq, May 2 

all the JubIlee events are to De m ChIcago at Medinah Temple, 600 
North Wabash Avenue at Ohio Street. There are only a limited number 
of rooms available in private homes and these are in Wilmette not in 
Chica.go. In most cases these .rooms do not have private baths. they 
are dIstances from transportatIOn and restaurants, and the prices are 
the same as hotel accommodations. For all~around convenience, it is 
suggested that rooms be reserved in the Chicago hotel of your choice 
immediate~y. 

TEMPLE DEDICA nON 
Because of the sacred nature of th~ Dedication of the House of 

Worship, and the quiet reverential atmosphere that should charac
terize the event, only children nine years of age and above may at
tend the formal services. 

.Since the serviCES will be repeated during the afternoon, parents 
Wlth children under the age limit can adjust their plans so that both 
may attend. 

10. Temple Display Enlargements 
22x32 heavily mounted, suitable 
for window and exhibit displays. 
Each display plus mailing 
costs ................... $6.50 

11. Individual red morroco plastic 
loose leaf albums .with either 9 
or 18 8x10" recent photos of Tem
ple and Shrines. Each phota
graph as selected plus mailing 
costs .... " .. "... $ .50. 
Albums ................. $2.75 

12. Nos. 3 and 1 available for three 
week rental. Each... .... $5.00 

The Committee plans to purchase 
suitable projection equipment at sub
stantial savings to the friends. Write 
for particulars on your needs. 

Address aU communications to the 
secretary: 

Mr. Archie G. Tichenor 
Audio-Visual Committee 
72 Delaware Avenue 
Dumont, New Jersey 

-JUBILEE COM MlTTEE 

"BAHA'I WORLD" 
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
APPEALS TO ALL FRIENDS 

The Editorial Committee for the 
XIlith Volume of the BaM', WOTld 
has recently been appointed by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States. The Baha'i World, our 
only international pUblication, is pro
duced under the direct supervision 
of the Guardian and is- especially 
dear to him. As early as in 1928 the 
Guardian, referring to the Bah.fti 
World, stated: "This unique record 
of worldwide Baha'i activity at
tempts to pr~sent to the general pub
lic, as well as to the student and 
scholar, those historical facts and 
fundamental principles that consti
tute the distinguishing features of 
the Message of Baha'u'Uio.h to this 
age." 

The period from April, 1952, to 
April, 1954, will be rich in events of 
historical significance for the Faith. 
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The completion of the Shrine of the 
Bab; the dedication of the Temple 
in Wilmette; the international con
ferences in Africa, America, Europe, 
and Asia; the fulfillment of the vari
ous national teaching plans; the de
velopment of the International Baha'i 
Council and of the institution of the 
Hands of the Cause; these and many 
other events will be recorded on the 
pages of the XIIIth volume of the 
Bahll', W OTZd. 

The Committee asks the friends. 
individuals as well as assemblies and 
co mmi ttees, to con tribute rna terials 
on the progress of the Faith in the 
United States and abroad. These ma
terials will fall into the following' 
ca tegorie s: 

1. Accotmts of special activities 
such as international confer
ences, celebration of World Re
ligion Day, youth and teaching 
conferences, etc. 

2. Articles on subjects of general 
interest to Baha'i and noo
Baha'i readers. 

3. References to the Faith in any 
books or magazines. 

4. Photographs of new assemblies, 
conferences, exhibits, summer 
schools, Baha'i centers. (All 
photographs should be clear and 
glossy prints submitted in du
plicate.) 

All written material should be 
typed, double spaced, and in two 
copies-the original and the first 
carbon. Accotults of Baha'i activities 
should be no longer than 3000 words. 
Articles of general interest should be 
no longer than 5000 words. All refer
ences to Baha'i literature or quota
tions from Baha'i writings should be 
footnoted, giving the title and the 
page of the book which is being 
quoted or referred to. 

All materials should be addressed 
to the Secretary: 

Mrs. O. H. Blackwell, 
255 Burns Street, 
Forest Hills 75, N.Y. 

-+---------;-
NAW-RUZ 

This sacred day t when the sun il
lumines equally the whole earth, is 
called the equinox, and the equinox 
is the symbol of the Manifestation of 
God. The Sun of Truth rises on the 
horizon of Divine Mercy and sends 
forth its rays. This day is conse
crated to commemorate it. From 
'Abdu'l-Baha, Star of the West, vol. 
V No. 1. 
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Bah&'j exbibit a.t the Mississippi Sta.te Fair last faU. Hundreds of inC;erview5 were 
conducted and pieces of lltera ture &"iven out. 

World Religion Day display by the Baha.'js of Ada County and Boise, Ida.ho. 
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This Year of Jubilee 
(Baha'is are celebrating this year as a 

great .Tubilee, and Marzieh Gail's vivid 
report of the events of one hundred years 
ago .is published as a contribution to the 
observance of Jubilee. It will appear in 
twa pal1s, of which this is Part L) 

It was the seventh day of the wed
ding and the puppeteers had put up 
a large tent in the courtyard. As the 
wedding guests crowded around to 
watch, doll-like forms came from the 
tent and acted out a familiar scene. 
It showed a day in the life of an 
Eastern king, one who could easily 
have been their own ~ah. 

The first puppets announced that 
the king was coming. The next ones 
performed that most necessary of 
Persian chores: they swept the 
ground and sprinkled it to lay the 
dust. Then a herald appeared, tell
ing everyone to get ready for the 
king. Then the ministers of court 
came on, in their tall black hats, 
sashes and cashmere robes. and the 
magistrates in barrel-shaped tur
bans, and the guards with their 
clubs, and the executioners with their 
instruments of torture. When the 
whole court was ready and lined up 
according to rank, there fell a hush. 
Then out of the tent, majestic and 
slow, walked the king in his crown. 
To the music of the national anthem, 
and a salvo of cannon which spread 
generous amounts of smoke at the 
right moment, he sat down on his 
throne. 

Immediately, a thief was brought 
before him to be judged. At his royal 
nod, the executioner chopped off the 
criminal's head, and everyone saw 
a red liquid spill out. As the king 
conferred with his ministers, a her
ald came in, announcing that rebel
lion had broken out. The king 
ordered his soldiers to put the rebel
lion down. Some moments passed, 
and from behind the tent, where the 
battle was joined, came the roar of 
guns. One by one, the events ot the 
king's day unfolded and then the cur
tain fell. 

In a gallery above the courtyard, 
a young boy sat and watched. Mter 
the guests had scattered, He saw a 
man come out from behind the tent. 
The man was carrying a box. The 
boy called to him, "Where has the 
king gone, and all the men?" The 
man answered, uThey are under my 
arm, in this box." 

Years afterward! when the boy 

had grown up to be the founder of a 
world religion, He was taken prison
er by two kings, the Sbah of Persia 
and the Sultim of Turkey_ At this 
time He wrote the Sultan, and de· 
scribed the puppet show He had seen 
at His brother's wedding in Tihran. 
From that day on, He wrote the 
world and all it had to offer' had 
seemed to Him like the puppet show, 
and He reminded the Sultan that be
fore very long, all the pomp and the 
glory would be closed away in a box
like tomb. 

2. 

The Sultan has disappeared long 
since into the shadows, and today 
as Baha'is of one hundred and twen~ 
ty-four countries celebrate a Holy 
Year, the spotlight of world recog
rubon IS focused on the Prisoner. 
People all around the world are ask
ing for the story of Baha'u'llith the 
PerSian nobleman of Nur. They' are 
rallying to His Cause, believing with 
Him that the age of world unity has 
dawned, that the old fragmentary 
world of wide distances and scat
tered peoples, where the pattern of 
war and truce was perpetually bro
ken and rearranged, where the 
strong battened on the weak, where 
the races were grouped according to 
color and the religions kept hostile 
and apart-is passing away forever. 

This story began in Persia in 1844, 
when a young Man Who was called 
the Bab arose and foretold great 
changes in the world. A universal 
Prophet was about to come, and He 
would judge the nations and bring 
everlasting peace. The Bab called 
the Prophet "Him Whom God Shall 
Manifest." "I am but as a ring on 
His finger." the Bab said. 1 Thou
sands of people deserted their 
mosques and went over to the Bab. 
Then the clergy aroused the govern
ment and the masses against Him, 
so that His followers were cut down. 
On July 9, 1850, the Bab Himself was 
suspended to a wall to be shot. As 
the whole city watched, a regiment 
of soldiers was drawn up in three 
files before Him. Seven hundred and 
fifty bullets were fired at Him, and 
not one touched Him. Later that 
same day. He was again suspended 
to the wall and fired on, and He died 
instantaneously, death coming as an 
answer to His prayer that He might 

1. E.S.W. 1.55. 
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give up His life for Him Whom God 
Would Manifest. 

For eight years, Persia tried to 
strangle the new religion to which 
she had given birth. Everywhere, 
the followers of the Bab were rooted 
out, until at last there was only one 
of any prominence left. This was 
Baha'u'IIa.h, which means the Glory 
of God. He was a young nobleman 
from the province of Nur. He had 
powerful friends at the Shah's court 
and He lived an open arK! blameles~ 
li~e: His enemies plotted and waited, 
bIdmg their time. At last their 
chance came. 

There was a man Who worked in 
a candy store in Tihran. He had long 
been brooding over the Bab's mar
tyrdom and he was obsessed by all 
the innocent blood that had been 
spIlled out_ Now a plan took shape 
In hIS half-crazed mind. Clumsily he 
loaded a pistol with shot. He w~uld 
go out with a friend of his and sta~ 
tion himself near the palace grounds 
and he would assassinate the Shah 

E arly i~ the morning J he w-;ited 
for the !il).ah to ride past. He saw the 
first of the royal suite come by. He 
s~w the lance bearers, the grooms 
WIth their lead horses covered with 
embroidered trappings, a band of 
cavalry with swords at their saddles 
and rifles slung over their shoulders. 
He knew the S!>-ah would not pass till 
the dust from these had settled. Min
utes went by. Suddenly the Shah 
loomed .~ver him. He was riding 
alone, hIS nobles well to the rear. 
And the m an shouted and fired. 

A general massacre was the result 
of this act. A day came in Tihran 
which Renan. the French historian 
has called one perhaps without 
parallel in the history of the world. 
On that day the Bab's followers 
were given over to the high and the 
low of 1'ihran. "Would to God that 
I had not lived to see itl" an Aus
trian eye-witness wrote. He saw 
streets lit with human torches men 
in whose wounds lighted c~nd1es 
were flickering. He saw feet with 
horse-shoes nailed to them, lips that 
refused to open and cry out under 
whips and hammer blows. He saw 
scorched and bullet-rlrilled corpses 
s'Winging head downward from the 
trees, or thrown out beyond the moat 
to the jackals and wild dogs.2 

The candy store man was killed on 
the spot as he rushed toward the 

~. D.S. 6J5n. 
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:;»:lab. His body was chopped in two 
and the halves suspended at the city 
gates. The :;»:lah himself was only 
slightly hurt; he had only been 
sprayed in the arm and side. 

The Mul)ammadan clergy and the 
government officials believed that 
now at last they could tear out this 
new religion with their own hands. 
They had killed the Bib, but His 
spirit had apparently come back in 
Baha'u'llah, the young nobleman of 
Nitr. Now this bungled attempt on 
the Sbah's life would give them their 
chance. This last great follower of 
the Bah must be silenced forever. 
And so they accused Him of planning 
the attempted crime. 

3. 

Baha'u'llah was passing the sum
mer in one of the hill villages to the 
north of Tihran. These villages are 
wooded clefts in the moWl tain wall. 
White streams slip through them, 
collecting here and there into black 
pools. Above them, bare as sword 
blades, rise the mountain peaks. The 
houses and their outer walls are of 
smt-baked brick. The main road, 
cUm bing vertically, is roofed atone 
point with branches and leaves, and 
along the tunnel so formed are the 
shopkeepers, sitting on the ground by 
their wares - a pile of pomegran
ates or some clay jars. Outside these 
villages, there is the glancing heat, 
striking and springing back from the 
barren slopes. But inside, the green 
darkness, and all day and all night 
long the cool thunder of the streams. 

It was here that they brought the 
ugly news to Bahi'u'llilh. Dreading 
what must come, they begged Him 
to stay in concealment until the vio
lence should die down. But He had 
not come into the world to hide. He 
mounted His horse and calmly rode 
out to the headquarters of the Sb-ah's 
army. The Sbah was amazed at His 
courage. He arrested Him at once 
and sent Him down to Tihran through 
miles of savage mobs who by this 
time had been whipped into an ul
timate spasm of hate. 

If the light waves from that time, 
1853, could somehow be picked uP. 
we would see it all again: the 
straight bare wall of mOWltains to 
the north of rihran, the long road 
down across the plains to the dUsty 
green of the city shimmering in the 
August heat. We would see again 
the mob running the long miles down 
that road in the midsummer sun. 

We would hear, or imagine we heard, 
their howls of abuse and derision, the 
thud of their bare feet in the dust of 
the road. There, at the center of that 
pack, alone, in chains, pushed and 
hurried along, His head bare to the 
sun, His clothing torn, Baha'ullah. 
We would see the air full of refuse 
and stones, the dancing, twisting 
bodies, the hands reaching out to 
claw, the threatening fists. the mock
ing fingers. As they drove Him down 
into the slums of Tihran, a woman, 
quivering with age and hate, stood 
out of the mob. "Give me a chance," 
she cried, "Give me a chance to 
fling my stone in His face 1" And He 
said to the guards, "Deny her not 
what she regards as a meritorious 
act in the sight of God!'3 

The Black Pit was down in the 
slums of 'fihran. It was once a res
ervoir for a public bath. It reached 
three flights under the earth, and 
had one opening, a pitch-black cor
ridor sloping to the steps. Packed 
in total darkness between the swea t
ing walls of the Pit were a hundred 
and fifty men-murderers, highway
men and thieves. Most were naked, 
and the floor on which they sat in 
the icy dark swarmed with vermin 
and was caked with filth. In this 
Pit, for four months, the Persians 
chained the Glory of God. 

He had lived in palaces all His 
life, His clothing had been the finest 
cashmere and brocade. His buttons 
were jewels. His hands were scented 
with rose water. 

He had spent most of His wealth 
for His friends and the poor. He had 
harmed no man. He had passed His 
days in gardens or roaming the coun
tryside, and He once said that the 
world is so beautiful "it is a pity for 
even dead bodies to be laid under
ground/'t 

His feet were fastened into stocks, 
and the weight of His chains cut 
sores in His flesh. He was parched 
with fever. and such food as they 
brought Him He could not eat. Day 
and night, in the darkness, He 
thought about the remnants of' the 
Bab's followers, and about the con
dition into which they had sunk. 
Then He made an irrevocable re
solve: if and when He was freed 
from the Pit, He would gather and 
regenerate them. 

One night, in a moment of infre-

3. D.B. f..0'7-60B. 
4. Mabmud's Diary - Persian Text. 147. 
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quent slumber, Baha'u'l1ith had a 
dream. All around Him in the Pit a 
voice rang out, and it said: HVerHy, 
We shaH render Thee victorious by 
Thyself and by Thy Pen. Grieve Thou 
ne>t for that which hath befallen 
Thee, neither be Thou afraid, fO'r" 
Thou art in safety. Erelong will God 
raise up the tTeaSttTeS of the earth
men who will aid Thee through Thy
self and through Thy Name, wh ..... -
with God hath revived the hearts of 
such as have recognized Him".5 

After that there were other times 
when. sleeping, He felt as if a moun
tain torrent were flowing from the 
crown of His head down over His 
breast, and He would burn up as if 
He were on fire, and then His tongue 
would speak. 

(To be continued) 

5. E.S.W . .21. 

Heart of the Gospel by George 
Townshend. Cloth bound edition, 
shipment expected in March. 

Price $2.25 

Do'a: The Call to Prayer by Ruth 
J. Moffett, is again available. Do'a 
includes a technique for prayer and 
meditation, words of the Prophets 
about prayer and a number of 
prayers used by the Prophets and 
various religious groups. $1.25 

NEW PRICE. The price of Renew
al of Civilization, pape·r has been re
duced to ... ,................ $.60 

Renewal of Civilization, cloth 
bound will be available shortly. $1.25 

The Guardian has laid emphasis on 
the need of the believers knowing the 
early history of the Faith through 
the .;tudy of DawnbTeakeTs. This 
marvelous eye-witness account of the 
early uays of the Faith, translated 
by Shoghi Effendi is now available. 

$7.50 

To assist in the study of this inval
uable book two aids are available. 
Translation of the French Footnotes 

of the Dawnbreakers ..... , $.75 

A Study Guide to the Dawnbreakers. 
$ .50 
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'Wol'ld Religion Da.y was observed in Portland, Oregon with a. public panel discussion 
by colle«e students from different parts of the globe on the theme, "Is World Unity 
Possible?" Val Sage, the moderator, and Marjorie stee of Cana.da, are the Baha'is. 

Holy Days: 
March 21, Naw-Ruz, beginning of 

Baha'i Year tlO 
April 21, First day of Ri~van 
April 29, Ninth day of Ri~van 

Jubilee Celebrations: 
National Convention, April 29-

May 1 
Temple Dedication, May 2 
All-America Intercontinental 

Conference, May 3-6 

Period. of the Fast: 
Marc!> 2-20 

Feasts: 
March 21-Baha, Splendor 
April 9-Jalal, Glory 
April 28-Jamal, Beauty 

National Assembly Meetings: 
March 27, 28, and 29 
April 25, 26, 27, and 28 

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS 
AND CHANGES 

Loca.l Spiritual Assemblies: 
WILMETTE, ILL. 

Mrs. Barbara Jackson, Sec'y. 
933 Central Ave. 

GREAT FALLS, MONT. 
Mrs. Amelia Heaton, Sec'y. 
1118 2nd Ave" South 

TACOMA, WASH. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Johnson, Sec'y, 
1920 South 17th St .. Zone 3 
(add to list 01 Assemblies) 

Recional Teaching Committees: 
RTe of Southern New York 

Mrs. Florence Steinhauer. See'y. 
!1 RjdgedeU Ave. 
Hastings..on·Hudson, New York 

(correct name of city from Hastings 
to Hastings-an-Hudson) 

BAHA'I NEWS MAILING 
If there is- more than one bEliever 

in your family and one copy of 
Baha'i News is sufficient, please no
tify the National Baha'i Office, list
ing the members of your family and 
indicating the one to whom it should 
be addressed. We prefer not to ad
dress it to "'Mr. & Mrs." as this up
sets our filing system which is used 
for other purposes besides mailing 
Baha'i News. 

Forwarding 
Baha'i News is sent third class and 

cannot be forwarded. If you plan to 
be away for a time, request the 
one taking care of your mail to ei
ther hold it until you return or if for
warding it to be sure to re-address 
and re-stamp it. 

MARCH, 1953 

Miami. Fla., Miss Dawn Dayton to Mr. 
R. L. Belcher, January 2, 1953 

Cleveland, Ohio, Miss Faith Crane to 
Mr. Clement Perry 

December 31, ]952 
Battle Creek, Mich., Mrs. Cynthia Col. 

lins to Mr. Adam Shackelford 
August 3, 1952 

Roswell. New Mexico, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Arrants to Mr. Joseph F'. Darretf 

(date not reported) 
W.ilmette, Ill., Mrs. Barbara Sims to Mr. 

Roberi G. Jackson 
December 20, 1952 

Port Huron, Mich., Miss Maxine KeteIs 
to Mr. Paul Conrad 

January 3. 1953 
New York, N. Y .• Miss Kathryn Dunn to 

Mr. Gordon T. Burke 
January 21, 1953 

Death .pro1!ereth u.nto every conjident 
heHet'e'T the C1!P that is life indeed. It 
bestoweth joy and is the bearer of g!ad
ness. It conJerreth the gift of everlasting 
Ufe. 

-Baoo'u.'lltih 
Mrs. Blanche Kelly, New York. N. Y. 

December 31, 1952 

Mrs. Ruth C. Barnett, Dallas, Texas 
December 30, 1952 

Mrs. Edith K. Handschin, Urbana, Ill. 
January 6, 1953 

Miss Johanna Schubarth, Oslo, Norway 
December 1, 1952 

Mrs. Lorena Kern, Seattle, Washington 
January 1, 1953 

Mrs. Marie Mahring, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
January 16, 1953 

Mr. Raymond F. Shryock, Los Angeles, 
Calif., January 20, 1953 

Mrs. Hazel C. Hooker. Phoenix. Arizona 
J anmrry 26, 1953 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha.'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baba.'is througbout the United States, and to Bah~.'f administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith informed of international. national and local Baha'i developments, and serve as an organ for the distribu
tIon of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Baha'i Council, and the general announcements pre
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports. plans. news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from. National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of isme tor which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1952·1953: Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
Managing Editor; Mr. William C. Henning, Miss Farrukh loas, Mrs. Ruth Jones, Miss Joan Lozier, Mr. Robert MouL 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois, U.S .A. 



NAW-RUZ MESSAGE 

(On) occasion (of) Naw-Riiz (of) 
Ho]y Year convey twin joyful tidings 
(to) National Assemblies (of the) 
Baha'i world. Building operations 
(of the) linal unit (of the) Bab's 
Sepulchre commenced. Recall (at) 
this hour successive landmarks, 
each coinciding (with a) Naw-Riiz 
Festival in (the) history (of the) six
ty year old enterprise founded (by 
the) Author (of the) Baha'i Revela
tion. First, Naw-Ruz. 1909, witnessed 
(the) entombment within (the) Holy 
(of) Holies (of the) Shrine construct
ed (by) 'Abdu'I-BahO. (of the) dust 
(of the) Martyr-Prophet (of the) 
Faith, Second, Naw-Ruz, 1949, coin
cided (with the) laying (of the) first 
threshold stones (of the) arcade. 
Third, Naw-Ruz, 1951, synchronized 
(with the) termination (of the) ex
cavation within (the) Shrine founda
tions (for the) eight piers designed 
(to) support (the) weight (of the) 
three story superstructure. Fourth, 
Naw-Riiz, 1952, (is) associated (with 
the) completion (of the) octagon sel
ting second crown (of the) holy Edi
fice. 

(The) celebrations (of) Naw-Riiz 
(in) this Holy Year (are) heighl;.ened 
(by the) placing (of the) fi"t stones 
encircling (the) base (of the) dome. 
Anticipating, as (the) climax (of 
the) world-wide rejoiCings (of the) 
Holy Year draw. near, (the) placing 
(ai'i the) gilded tiles, (the) fourth 
(and) last unit(af the) majestic Edi
fice. Fervently hoping (that the) 
greatest enterprise undertaken (at 
the) World Center (of the) Faith 
(will) be consummated ere (the) 

SceDe from the terra.ce immediately in froot of the Shrine of the Bab, looking down 
tbe nine terraces and Carmel Avenue to the Bay of Haifa. 
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conclusion (of the) festivities (of 
the) Holy Year. 

International endowments sur
rounding (the) tomb (01 the) Proph
et-Herald (of the) Faith (on the) 
bosom (01) God's Holy Mountain 
(are) considerably extended through 
(the) acquisition, alter thirty years' 
effort, (of a) wooded area of over 
twenty-three thousand square me
ters, including (a) building overlook
ing (the) sacred spot, made possib~e 
through (the) estate bequeathed (to 
the) Faith by (the) herald (of) 
Baha'u'llah's Covenant, Roy Wil
helm, raising (the) total area within 
(the) precincts permanently dedicat
ed (to the) Bab's Sepulchre (to) al
mast (a) quarter million square 
meters. 

Heart filled (with) humble grati
tude (at the) double victory (01 the) 
Faith, adding great joyousness (to 
the) Baha'i New Year's Day, presag
ing still greater triumphs as (the) 
Baha'; World approaches (the) high 
water mark (of the) world-wide cele
brations (of the) memorable year 
commemorating (the) hundredth an
niversary (of the) birth (01 the) 
Mission (of) Baha'u'llah. 

-SIlOGHI 
March 21, 1953. -

COMMENTARY, NATIONAL SPIRITUAL. ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: • 

The Guardian's Naw-Ruz Mes
sage, addressed to all the National 
Assemblies, brings to the worldwide 
Baha'i community glad tidings 01 
two important events: the beginning 
of building operations on the final 
unit of the Sepulchre 01 the Bab, and 
the purchase, from funds be
queathed to Shoghi Effendi in the 
will and testament of Roy C. Wil
helm, 01 an area 01 more than 23,000 
square meters on Mt. Carmel. 

In Shoghi Effendi's reference to 
Roy Wilhelm as herald of the Cov
enant, we realize anew the great 
spiritual station Mr. Wilhelm attain
ed. 

The Holy Places 01 the Faith at 
the World Center become more im
pressive, more-- august, with each 
pasjjpg day. The power released by 
the~ s"ppearance of the Two Manifes
tations 01 God discloses itself to the 
eyes of men. What else but a Divine 
Power, uncontrolled by men, has 
been able to make the desert blos
som as the rose, fulfilling sacred 

prophecy as a testimony to man. 
kind? 

May our individual and collective 
efforts, now concentrating on the 
celebration of Holy Year and its in
auguration of the World Crusade ex
emplify a deeper spirit of gratitude 
and a fuller awareness of the sole 
means to salvation provided to hu
manity in its darkest hour! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSE...""VIBLY 

+-----

FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION 
BAHA'IS OF IT AL Y 
AND SWITZERLAND 

In conformity with the Guardian's 
directions, the National Spiritual As
sembly of the United States has is
sued the Call 01 the lirst Annual Con
vention of the Baha'is of Italy and 
Switzerland. 
. Six local Communities, all devel

oped since 1946," elect nineteen dele ... 
gates on Naw-Ruz. The Convention 
is to be held a t Florence, Italy, April 
23-26, 1953. 

At this date 01 writing, only an 
announcement of this important 
event can be given. 

The participating local Communi
ties are: Rome, five delegates; Na
ples, three delegates; Florence, two 
delegates; Geneva, four delegates; 
Bern, three delegates; Zurich, two 
delegates. 

Two representatives of the Ameri
can National Spiritual Assembly, Mr. 
Paul E. Haney, chairman, and Miss 
Edna M. True, Recording Secretary, 
are to open the Convention, call the 
roll of delegates, preside until the 
Convention officers have been elect. 
ed, and remain in consultation with 
the Convention and the members of 
the newly elected National Spiritual 
Assembly. 

This Convention establishes the 
twelfth National Spiritual Assembly t 
the first fruits of the historic Euro
pean Teaching project which has 
been one of the great objectives of 
the Second Seven Year Plan. 

Reports of this auspicious event 
will be published in a later is sue of 
Baha'i News. 

-NATIONAL SpIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

APRIL. 1953 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF FOURTH 
INTERCONTINENTAL 
CONFERENCE IN INDIA 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is 01 India, Pakistan and 
Burma has issued an announcement 
01 the Fourth Intercontinental Con
ference. 

It will be held at New Delhi India 
for a period of nine days: fro~ 
Wednesday, October 7 to Thursday, 
October 15, 1953. 

All American Baha'is planning to 
attend the Conference are requested 
to notify their own National Assem
bly. because it is necessary to re
port the number coming from each 
country. This report also clears the 
applications for visa to be made by 
each individual American believer 
intending to go. 

The Indian National Spiritual As
sembly has appointed Thomas Cook 
& Sons as their representatives to 
handle the travel arrangements (air
plane reservations, etc.) for their 
guests. It will facilitate matters to 
cooperate in this arrangement. 

There are two arrangements for 
accommodations in New Delhi: The 
!,ponsotinl( National Assembly is 
workmg to obtain block accommoda
tions in the Government Guest House 
in which the National Baha. 'i Admin
istrative Headquarters are now 10-
cat~d. In addition, the sponsoring 
National Assembly lists the follow
ing hotels: Hotel Cecil, Hotel Am
bassador, Hotel Airlines, Hotel Im
perial, Maiden's Hotel, whose prices 
run from Rs 20 to Rs 35 for single 
rooms, and Rs 40 to Rs 75 for double 
rooms (inclusive rates). 

The agenda will be announced at 
a later date. 

To summarize: individual believ
ers planning to go are requested to 
notily their own National Assembly 
which in turn will report expected 
attendance to the National Assem
bly of India, Pakistan and Burma' 
individual believers make their o~ 
travel and hotel or guest house ac
commodations through Thomas Cook 
& Sons; and finally, individnal be
lievers obtain their own passport, 
visa, and medical certificate. 

As further information is received? 
supplementary announcements will 
be pUblished. 

The New Delhi Conference has 
great importance, and a large attend
ance is most desirable. 

-NATIONAL SPlMTUAL ASSEM"BLY 
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DEDICATION OF THE 
BAHA'I HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Bahit'i House of Worship will 
be dedicated on May 2, 1953. 

The service begins at 2 p.m., and 
will be repeated at hour~y intervals 
throughout the afternoon to provide 
seating for all who desire to attend. 

In harmony with the purpose of 
the House of Worship, the program 
of dedication consists of readings se
lected from sacred Scriptures, with 
music by an a cappella choir. As con· 
ducted in the Baha'i Temple, 
worship offers to the aspiring heart, 
without distinction of race or c~eed. 

the majesty and exaltation of the 
revealed Word of God. 

The Baha'i Temple stands identi
fied with the principle of unity of 
faith, unity of conscience and unity 
of devotion to the organic interests 
of humankind. Brought to comple
tion at a crucial stage in human 
history. duplicating the function of 
no church, synagogue or mosque, 
the Baha'i House of Worship sym
bolizes the oneness of God and of 
His ancient and eternal revelation of 
love and truth to man. 

Under its dome the sacred Scrip
tures of revealed Faiths are ac
cepted as progressive chapters in 

APRIL, "51 

the Holy Writ. "Everyone (of the 
Prophets) is the Way of God that 
connecteth this world with the 
realms above." 

The House of Worship opens its 
doors in spiritual hospitality. Over 
them, and on its inner walls, are in
scribed utterances of Baha'u'llah. 
Founder of the Faith, which exem
plify the ideals to which this edifice 
is dedicated: "The source of all 
learning is the knowledge of God, 
exalted be His glory"; "All the 
Prophets of God proclaim the same 
Faith"; "The earth is but one coun
try, and mankind its citizens." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Inte['ior of the Baha.'i House of Wo['sbip. Here Ute PubUc Dedication wilJ be held on May Z. 1953. 
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TEMPLE DEDICATION 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

CHORAL SELECTIONS 

Who can comprehend thee?-Peter C. Lutkin 
God be in my head-Walford Davies 

BAHA'f SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations-94-95 
Gleanings from Writings of Baha'u'llah-49, 81 

Book of Assurance-153-154 

OLD TESTAMENT 

Psalms-XIX, XXIV, CXXI 

NEW TESTAMENT 

Matthew-V, 3-17; VII 
John-XVI, 12-13 

CHORAL SELECTIONS 

Have ye not heard-Randall Thompson 
Ye shall have a song-Randall Thompson 

QUR'AN 

_SE~a 11-,,-81, 13~u~28~ @2<!W~lD. ___ < _ 

BAHA'i SACRED WRlTINGS 

Prayers and Meditations-49-51 
Gleanings from Writings of Baha'u'llah-

79-80, 12-13 
Commune, Chanted in the Original Persian 

Prayers and Meditations-6 

CHORAL SELECTION 

From the Sweet-Scented Streams 
A Baha'i Prayer 

Music by Charles Wolcott 

Choral selections performed by 
Northwestern University A Cappella Choir 

"Hallowed Temple" 
_ , , the Mal!briqu'l-A<.!bkar in Wilmette, the most 

hallowed Temple ever to be erected by the followers 
of Baha'u'llab, and the crowning glory of the first Baha'i 
century, .. Neither the first Ma:m:riqu'I-AQbkar of the 
Baha:i world, reared in the city of I:ill.qabad, nor any 
House of Worship to be raised in succeeding centuries, 
can claim to possess the vast, the immeasurable poten
tialities with which this Mother Temple of the West, 
established in the very heart of so enviable a continent, 
and whose foundation stone has been laid by the hand 
of the Center of the Covenant Himself. has been en~ 
dowed _ 

Shoghi Effendi, "Messages to America l1 p. 61. 

5 

View of detail of the dome of the auditorium of the House 
of Worship, showing the Greatest Name at the apex 01 the 
dome. 

View of one of the nine alcoves of the auditorium of the Bouse 
of Worship. The quotations 'ram Baha'u'll&h selected by the 
Guardian are in gold letters on the valences in the alcoves. 
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THE NATIONAL BUDGET 
Dearly beloved friends: 

The closing days of this historic Baha'i year are almost upon us-a 
year which marked the end of the fruitful Second Seven-Year Plan; a 
year in which our beloved Guardian electrified the entire Baha'i world 
with his inspiring and thrilling announcement of the Ten-Year Crusade 
that will plant the banner of our beloved Faith in virtually every far 
and remote corner of the globe. 

During this year, the National Fund was the beneficiary of many 
acts of devotion and self-sacrifice on the part of the American believers 
who were called upon to provide nearly a half-million dollars in sup
port of the far-flung activities of our community at home and abroad. 

Although at the end of February, the Budget required the sum of 
$143,000 during March and April to mark a complete victory for this 
year, your National Assembly hopes that when the Treasurer presents 
his report to the National Convention on the last day of this Baha'i 
fiscal year, Thursday, April 30, he will be able to annOlUlce joyously 
that we enter the Ten-Year Crusade with our banners flying high in 
Victory. 

Let these words represent a final appeal to every American believer 
to make yet another effort to contribute generously to the National 
Fund before April 30 in order that our Jubilee Celebrations may be 
marked by a spirit of gratitude and thanksgiving for the many blessings 
we have enjoyed. 

THE HEART OF THE 
BAHA'I COMMUNITY 
Beloved friends: 

The intention, and the ability, of 
the Baha'is today to develop a world 
commWlity inspired with love for 
God, reverence for His law, and jus~ 
tice and consideration for all types 
of human beings, are not only the 
greatest matters being undertaken 
on earth today; they are the greatest 
undertaking humanity has ever as
sumed. Town by town, country by 
country, by tens and by scores and 
by hundreds, the believers who have 
responded to the Proclamation of 
Baha'u'lhih pursue this sacred mis
sion. 

Without changing their residence, 
they have changed their hearts; 
without abandoning their family or 
professional responsibilities, they 
work with a new mind. In a society 
stricken by fear they build a society 
of firmest conviction. Surrounded by 
conditions reflecting injustice, in
equity, prejudice and lawlessness, 
the Baha'is are they who by unity 
know that evil will be barred out, 
and by activity for the sake of His 
Cause soul sickness and contagion 
are left behind. 

This is the most mysterious pro
cess of the ages. It is as though in 

Faithfully yours, 
-NATIONAL SPllUTUAL ASSEMBLY 

an ancient rug, once beautiful, now 
rent .. discolored and outworn, cer
tain threads could be us ed again, 
and these threads are pulled from 
the old rug and rewoven in a new 
design. 

The pulsating heart in this pro
cess of society-building is a social 
institution imbued with spiritual sig
nificance, the Nineteen Day Feast. 

The Nineteen Day Feast is not one 
of many Baha'i meetings. It is not 
an occasion or gathering which any 
Baha'i can deem to be incidental to 
some other, more important duty. 
The Nineteen Day Feast is the shut
tle which, in the hands of the Divine 
Artist, weaves into the new Pattern 
all those threads which are strong 
enough to serve His purpose. 

Groups study, individuals pray, 
Assemblies deliberate, committees 
plan. All this is essential and neces
sary, but nothing on earth today has 
the specific and functional purpose 
of the Nineteen Day Feast - the 
builder of the world community 
which must demonstrate the Most 
Great Peace. 

"The Nineteen Day Feast was in
augurated by the Bab and ratified 
by Baha'u'llah, in His Holy Book, the 
Aqdas, so that people may gather 
together and outwardly show fellow
ship and love, that the Divine mys-

APRIL. 1953 

teries may be disclosed." "The 
Nineteen Day Feast has been des
cribed by the Guardian as the foun
dation of the World Order of 
Baha 'u'llah .... Baha'is should re
gard this Feast as the very heart of 
their spiritual activity, their partici
pation in the mystery of the Holy 
Utterance, their steadfast unity one 
with another in a mystery raised 
high above the limitations of race, 
class, nationality, sect, and their 
privilege of contributing to the pow
er of the Cause in the realm of col
lecti ve action." 

--NATIoNAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 
Note: This letter to the ldends was 

published in Baha>f News, November, 
1948. and is reprinted by request. 

JUBILEE PAMPHLET EXHIBITED 
BY SOCIETY OF 
TYPOGRAPHIC ARTS 

Mr, E. Willis Jones, expert de
signer, who created the style for 
The Mission of Baha'u'Uah, reports 
that the pamphlet has been accepted 
for exhibit at the Twenty-Sixth An
nual Exhibit of Design in Chicago 
Printing. It was selected among the 
one hundred items or so chosen from 
all those submitted, and will be on 
display in the Art Institute of Chi
cago for about two weeks beginning 
March 28. 

The same exhibit of fine printing 
then travels for a year on loan to 
some 20 organizations requesting it. 
such as college Schools of Art and 
Libraries. A certificate is awarded 
for each piece included in the Ex
hibit. 

~------------~ 

NatioDaJ Ba.hA~i Addresses 

National Bah,,'i Admioistrative 
Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois, 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
illinois. 
Make checks Payable to: 

National Bah,,'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishiog Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Baha', News Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
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The First lDtercontlnental Baha.~( Te&(!hln.l" Conference in Kampa.]a. Uganda, Africa. February lZ througb the 18th. Picture 
Is. taken in front of the Kampa) .. Ha'Ziratu' .. ·quds. 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

The Australi an believers report 
that copies of the Baha'i "Declara
tion of Human Obligations and 
Rights" t which was presented to the 
United Nations Human Rights Com
mission in February 1947, have been 
forwarded by the Public Relations 
Committee to all State Divisions of 
the Australian Association for 
United Nations. Each State Sec
retary was requested to make the 
copies available to the Standing 
Committees on Human Rights. 

World Religion Day Reports 

Glowing reports have been re
ceived concerning the success of 
World Religion Day celebrations. 
The yearly programs are attracting 
increasing numbers of interested 
people. 

CANADA 
World Religion Day Meetings 

World Religion Day meetings were 
held in many cities across Canada. 
Reports from the various com m uni
ties are enthusiastic; publicity was 

generally good and attendance ran 
high. 

Bahli'r P. re nls 

A statement from the Children's 
Tea ching- Committee of -Canada in 
the Canadian Baha'i News includes 
the following significant paragraph: 

'IThe responsibility of a Baha'i 
parent is infinitely greater than that 
of non-Baha'is, because as Baha'is 
we are able to see the goals toward 
which we are heading, that of having 
One World and one Faith. We are re
sponsible for the growth of future 
World Citizens." 

JAPAN 
A recent report from Japan tells 

of a two-page article on the Faith 
with a full page picture of the Baha'i 
House of Worship that appeared in 
the new year issue of View Maga
zine, the best English language mag
azine in Japan. 

A splendid achievement has be
gun with the re-issuing of the "Star 
of the Eas.t", a bulletin similar 
to Baha'i News, and named by 
'Abdu'l-Baha many years ago. Writ
ten in Japanese, it contains news 
items and excerpts from the Writ
ings translated by the Japanese 
Translation Committee. 

The Japanese Translation Commit
tee is working diligently to finish a 
Glossary for Baha'i us.e, and for 

"Baha'u'Uah and the New Era". 
They are translating a number of 
pamphlets and have nearly complet
ed "Selections from the Writings of 
'Abdu'l-Baha". 

Firesides . ar.,€: held _ regularly in 
Tokyo in both the English and J ap
anese languages. 

Correcti on of Error 

The report of the first Baha'i wed
ding in Japan carried in the Decem
ber issue of Baha'i News was pub
lished erroneously. 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
WORLD CENTER 

February Baha'i News listed eight 
sets of pictures taken at the World 
Center by Ted Cardell, and gave 
prices and the address from which 
to obtain these pictures. 

Due to technical difficulties at !be 
photographer's studio, the number of 
pictures in four of the sets has been 
reduced by one per set. and the price 
has been adjusted accordingly, 

Price No. in Set 
Shrine of the Bab $1.10 13 pictures 
Masraa House .30 3 pictures 
Relics ,80 1() pictures 
Miscellaneous .75 9 pictures 
The total price for all the pictures 

in the eight sets is $5.70. All checks 
and money orders should be made 
payable to Mrs. Dorothy V. Peter
sen, 2557 North 69th Street, Wauwa
tosa 10, Wisconsin, 
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FAITH IN ACTION 

Book displays in the library of the 
School of Mines at Golden, Colorado 
and the windows of the Public Serv
ice Co. of Evergreen, Colo., plus nu
merous posters announcing the pro-
gram enabled the Group of Jefferson 
County, Colorado~ to have a success
ful public meeting on the Fourth An
nual World Religion Day. 

Palo Alto, California used local 
newspaper ads, posters distributed in 
buses covering neighboring towns, 
and programs posted on the bulletin 
boards of Stanford University as well 
as private mailings to stimulate in
terest. 

Flint, Michigan, in addition to the 
above methods, was able to obtain 
free radio annOlU1cements over sev
en different stations. Other cities 
point up the effectiveness of person
al contact and phone calls to inter
ested people in order to attract them 
to the meetings. 

In Miami, Florida area meetings 
were held with the Baha'i groups 
during the week preceding World 
Religion Day, all leading up to that 
event. On January 16 a social eve
ning titled "The Festival of the Na
tionsU featured playlets by the chil
dren's classes and a talk on Africa 
and a South American film. The 
World Religion Day program pre
sented two Baha'i speakers. These 
public e~ents attracted good audi
ences. 

The Woman's Forum of Nassau 
County, Long Island, New York is. 
currently carrying notices of public 
meetings in their monthly magazine 
bringing the Faith to the attention 
of their large membership. 

In a new book entitled, "World Re
ligions and the Hope jor Peace" by 
David Rys Williams (Beacon Press, 
$2.75), there is a chapter called, 
"Baha'u'llith and World Federation." 

The youth group fireside in New 
York City has reached such propor
tions that it had to be broken up 
into two groups, meeting the same 
night, in the same building, but in 
different apartments. Also. a recent
ly instituted fireside in Harlem is go-

ing well, and New York feels that 
its concentration on firesides this 
year is producing excellent results. 
On February 17th, there was a short 
broadcast on "Minority News Re· 
port" over station WEVD on the 
African Baha'i Conference. 

In early March at the Youth Tem
ple in New York City a Baha'i 
shared the platform with represent
atives of the Society for the Preven
tion of World War III and a World 
Federalist on the subject of Peace. 
The Youth Temple is an organiza
tion of some 500 men and women of 
Jewish background which presents 
weekly lectures. The Baha'is had a 
book display in the lobby and distrib
uted literature to some 250 people. 

GREENVillE, S,C. 
GROUP WINS 
RIGHT TO HOLD 
NON-SEGREGATED MEETINGS 

What a joy it is to report this 
headline from the Greenville News, 
Greenville, S.C. "No Effort Will Be 
Made to Stop Baha'i Meetings", "In· 

-. ter-Racial Religious Sessions Not 
Contrary to City Law." 

Behind this headline is an appear
ance before the entire City govern
mental body by Dr. Roy Williams, 
chairman of the local Baha'i Group. 
After presenting to the Mayor, City 
manager, City attorney, and the 
members of the City Council a pam
phlet on the Faith, Dr. Williams an
swered questions, 

The Greenville News article states, 
"He explained that the Bahati Faith 
movement is a religions organization 
that must have non-segregated meet
ings each 19 days. He said the group 
did not wish to violate any city or 
state laws relating to segregation 
and asked COWlcil for a ruling. 

"Several aldermen expressed the 
opinion that the group, as a religious 
organization, could not be interfered 
with in the process of its meetings 
and activities because of the guaran
tee of freedom of worship." 

Thus a goal towards which the 
local group had been working for ten 
years was achieved. 

INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTS 

A~RIL. 1953 

The Message of the Baha'i Faith 
will be going out to listeners abroad 
in a series of thirteen international 
broadcasts beginning shortly before 
our Jubilee Celebrations, and con
tinuing weekly into July, through 
the facilities of Worldwide Broad
casting Company over station WRUL? 
out of Boston. 

Beamed to Europe and the Near 
East on one wave length, and to 
Latin America on another. these 
broadcasts, some in dialogue and 
s orne in story form, deal with the 
Baha'i Faith directly and carry the 
title "The Coming of World Religion". 

The Latin America series begins 
Sunday, April 19th, at 5:45 P.M. 
E.S.T., 15.31 megacycles, 19 meter 
band and 11. 79 megacycles, 25 meter 
band, The alternate series which 
carries into India as well as Europe 
and the Near East, begins Monday, 
April 20th at 3:15 P.M. E.S.T., 15.31 
megacycles, 19 meter band and 11.74 
megacycles, 25 meter band. The 
scripts have been written by Baha'i 
authors and have been narrated by 
Baha'is of professional experience. 

The Worldwide Broadcasting Com
pany (WRUL) has a high rating and 
an established audience of English
speaking people throughout the world. 

We are rejoiced at this opportunity 
to start the Ten Year Crusade by 
sending the Message of Baha'u'llilh 
out over the air waves in an inter
national series. 

-CENTENARY NEWS SmVICE" 

GREEN ACRE 
SUMMER SCHOOL 

"World Teacher, 
World Citizen" Theme 

This Jubilee year you will want to 
be at Green Acre; to live the Baha'i 
life in an unprejudiced atmosphere, 
to study on a college level the teach
ings of Baha'u'llilh, and to be happy 
sharing in the love and companion
ship of fellow believers. 

Returning pilgrims from Haifa 
and visitors to the Intercontinental 
Conferences - Kampala and Stock-
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holm - will share with you their 
happy moments at these gatherings. 

As a vital part of the ten year 
Crusade to promote international eX4 

pansion of our goals and activities, 
the Green Acre program is based on 
the theme - "World Teacher, World 
Citizen"; this in an effort to further 
prepare iridividuals to take their 
place in this global undertaking. The 
fun program will be available at a 
later date. The COurses are grouped 
under six main hE"adings: 

1. RESEARCH STUDY - Under 
competent leadership. geared to::> 
individual needs and directed 
towards personal development 
and goals. 

2. TEACHER TRAINING - Com
prehension and application of 
giving the message to include 
the psychology of teaching. 
Courses on How to Read, Listen, 
Write, Speak, Understand Re-

ligious B a c k g r 0 u n d 5, and 
Teaching the Faith to Children. 

3. TRAINING IN WORLD CITI
ZENSHIP - From individual 
re la tions to group s ta tus into 
community problems and, fi
nally, rounded out at an inter
national level. Purposes and 
functions of the Baha'i citizen 
in all aspects of Baha 'j Hving 
with accent upon preparation 
and inspiration to Pioneer. 

4. SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO 
RELIGION - Giving a firm 
scientific background toward in~ 
telligent discussion and expla
nation of the Faith in the event 
of natural inquiries. 

5. INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT 
-,-Basically, human relations 
from the Baha'i point of view. 
What is each individual best 
suited to do, in order to more 
adequately serve Baha'u'llAh? 

, 
6. DEEPENING KNOWLEDGE 

OF OUR OWN TEACHINGS -
Sources: Seven Valleys, The 
Kitab-i-tqAn, Some Answered 
Que s t i on s, and Mysterious 
Forces of Civilization. 

SPECIAL FEATURES - Daily 
devotions, Movies Hnked to courses, 
Planned recreation, Swimming (Riv
er and Ocean), Voluntary work for 
those who wish to contribute serv
ices to beautify and develop Green 
Acre. 

Children's School - mornings all 
summer. 

Youth and Adult Work Camp 
June 14th through July 5th, and 
September 8th through 2C)th - $15. 
per week. 

Young Adults Weeks- August lOth 
through 23rd. 

Youth program and activities in 
addition to regular courses - July 
27th through August 9th, and August 
24th through September 7th. 

Babi'i Ploneers to Africa taken a.t the African Intercontinental Conference. 
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GEYSERVILLE 
SUMMER SCHOOL 

'World Cru,ade" Theme 

SESSION I - June 28-July 5 
Prophecies of the New Day 
Group Dynamics 
Questions Asked by Non-Bahalis 

WEEK-END PROGRAM - July 5 
Unity Feast 
Temple Program 

SESSION II - July 5-12 
United Nations 
Preparation for Pioneering 
Building Administrative Centers 
Inquirer's Class 

WEEKEND PROGRAM - July 12 
Guardian's Messages 
Baha'; Geography 

SESSION III - July 12-19 
Spiritual Psychology 
The Station of the Manifestation 
Teaching Workshop 

WEEKEND PROGRAM 
Ishim 

SESSION IV -.July 19-26 
Persian Pronounciation & History 
Comparative Religions 
Know Your Baha'i Books 

WEEKEND PROGRAM - July 26 
Pioneering 
The Manife station 

SESSION V - July 26-Aug. 2 
Writing Baha'i Publicity 
Ten Year Crusade 
Administration 

Classes for Children and J tUliar 
Youth 
To be given simultaneously with 
the adult classes. They will include 
studies from the Christian Bible 
the lives of the Prophets: Jesus: 
Zoroaster, Buddha, Krishna Mu
lJammad, the Bah and Baha'u'Hah. 
The "New Spiritual Teachings for 
Today" and "Learning to Live To
gether" will be the themes for 
some classes. 
Memory work, dramatics, arts and 
crafts, recreation and music wiH 
be included. 

SCHEDULE OF RATES 
Room and Board - weekly rate: 

Double Room in Collins 
Dormitory ................ $28.00 

Women's and Girls' 
Dormitory .............. 22.00 

Men and Boys' Dormitory 20.00 
Room Only - daily rate: 

Double Room in Collins 
Dormitory ............ 3.00 

All Dormitory space ...... 1.50 
No charge will be made for children 
6 and under. All children unde r 15 
must be accompanied by parent un
less special permission is obtained. 

JUBILEE PAMPHLET IN BRAILLE 
The Committee on Baha'i Service 

for the Blind is happy to announce 
that barring unforeseen circum
stances, the Jubilee Pamphlet "The 
Mission of Baha'u'llah" will b~ avail
able in Braille, Grade Two, by April 
L Inquiries should be directed to: 

Baha'i Service for the Blind 
616 North Oxford Avenue 
Los Angeles 4, California 

-!-. 

This Year oj Jubilee 
(This is Part II, of Marzieh GaU's 

article describing the events of a cen
tury ago. The first part appeared in the 
March Baha'i News.) 

4. 
For Baha'is the world around this 

year of 1952 and 1953 is hOI~. It 
marks one hundred .years since 
Baha 'u'llah, the Glory of God re
ceived in the darkness of the Black 
Pit the first intimations of his 
Prophethood, the first knowledge 
that He was He Whom God Shall 
Manifest, the Promised One of the 
Bab and of all the other Prophets 
gone before. 

These words He now spoke and 
heard were not like human dreams. 
They were not the mutterings of the 
sick. They were the Honrushing force 
of the Divine Summons"!) calling 
Him to His Prophethood, and they 
are known from human words by 
their impact on the world. For ev
ery Prophet of God, like the sun in 
the sky, is His Own proof. And if you 
can believe that the Lord spoke 
through Moses or Buddha, through 
Zoroaster or Jesus or Mul).ammad, 
then by the same token you can be
lieve that He spoke through 
Baha'u'llah. 

After four months had passed, it 
became clear that Baha'u'llah was 
innocent of any crime. A man who 
had planned the attack on the Shah 
confessed and was beaten ~and 
stabbed to death. And the Glory of 
God, His health impaired, His treas
ures stolen, His palaces stripped and 
burned, was, in the dead of winter, 
banished out of Persia. He was con
demned to a lifetime of exile and 
imprisonment. He never, in the forty 
remaining years of His life, was to 
see His country again. He never 
again was to be free. The two kings 
who were His jailers drove Him 
from place to place, until at last He 
came to the prison at 'Akka On the 

6. G. P. B. 101 
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Mediterranean Sea. 
And that is how the Scripture was 

mysteriously fulfilled, that had 
promised long before: "out of prison 
He cometh to reign." (Ecc!. 4:14); 
had said that the Glory of God 
Hearne from the way of the East" 
(Ezek. 43:2); had prophesied of 
'Akka and Carmel and Sharon and 
had written: "Say unto the cities of 
Judah, Behold your God!" (Isa.-
40:9) Even the time when He was 
to come and be known had been set 
as this present time in which we live 
for the Scripture says: "When th~ 
Lord shal! build up Zion, He shall 
appear in His glory." (Ps. 102:16) 
. No Prophet of God, up tu our 

times, had fulfilled Isaiah~s promise 
of the Prince of Peace. Jesus said 
~~Suppose ye that r am come to giv~ 
peace on earth? I tell you, Nay· but 
rather division.'! (Luke 12:51). HI 
came not to send peace, but a 
sword." (Matt. 10:34). He foretold 
"wars and rumors of wars" and He 
said, contradicting a prophecy of 
isaIah, <IN ation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against king
dom." (Luke 21:10). And the religion 
of Mul:tammadt although essentially 
more humane and tolerant than any 
Faith before it, because of· its great 
doctrine, "Let there be no compul
sion in religior/' (Qur'an 2:257) _ 
MulJ.ammadanism as well does not 
preach a world at peace. 

It is Baha'u'llah, the Manifestation 
of God for our times, Who is the 
first Prophet in history to assure us 
of peace. His Faith promises peace

t 

not at some dimly future date, but 
befora the close of this twentieth 
century. He has come to redeem 
Isaiah's promise that ~'nation shall 
no~ lift up sword against nation, 
neIther shall they learn war any 
more." (Isa. 2:4). And the promise 
of Christ about the Comforter and 
the Spirit of Truth; and SI. John's 
promise that "God shall wipe away 
all tears." (Rev. 21:4). 

5. 

It is a hundred years ago this year 
that Baha 'u'llah was banished out of 
Persia. By then His enemies were 
sure that they had effaced the Bah 
and destroyed His one last cham· 
pion, the nobleman of Nur. They did 
not dream that the blood of those 
thousands whom they killed, would 
speak. They did not dream that far 
away, in unfamiliar countries, a peo-
pie not then living would be born, 
who would rise up and ask by what 
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right they had tried to kill a Faith 
that belonged to all mankind. 

Because He has come not to one 
people but to the human race. He 
teaches that while religion is one, its 
Prophets, emerging down the years, 
are several. That religion, like 
science, like art, like every other en
deavor of the spirit - is progres
sive. That it must change from age 
to age, because its truth is relative, 
not absolute. He teaches that a man
made world is not good enough -
it must be woman-made as well. 
That war and poverty and hate are 
not good enough, and a religion
based world order must take their 
place. He promises the coming of a 
world commonwealth, in which 
science and religion shall play equal 
roles. He promises a world lan
guage, world education, world trade, 
a world police. He says that only 
the love of God can subdue the hu
man heart, that only the inner dis
ciplines of faith can control the in
dividual and at the same time leave 
him free. He teaches that all races, 
not one race, are made in the image 
of God, and that all will be gathered 
at the end j~beneath the one-colored 
covering of the dust t, 7 , to be 
called to account, and to abide for
ever. 

Today the writings of that Prison
er have been translated into ninety 
la~guages, including twelve African 
tongues. His followers, who come 
from every race, class and creed, 
are found in 124 countries of the 
world. In the United States alone, 
there are 1200 localities where 
Baha'is reside. There are Baha'is in 
Addis-Ababa and Anchorage, in Ma
gellanes and Manila, in I~fahiin and 
London. The world center of the 
Faith is Haifa, Israel; the American 
National Center, Wilmette, Illinois; 
the Persian, 'fihran, iran. 
I! had looked like the end, but it 

was really the beginning. At a time 
when His Cause was apparently lost, 
and He was shut away underground, 
in a hidden prison and a forgotten 
country-at such a time Bahit'u'llah 
was given the divine assurance of 
victory. In the years that were 
ahead, He was to establish His 
Faith. He was to write a hundred 
books. He was to announce His 
worldwide mission to all nations, 
through "Tablets" or letters which 
He addressed to the representatives 
of all mankind: to kings, presidents, 
and ecclesiastics, to the Sbilh, the 

7. HW. 48. 

Sultan, the Pope at Rome. He was 
to rekindle in the world so mething 
that had almost died out of it-the 
love of God. He wa s to say to the 
human race: 

liThe generations that ha.ve gone 
on before you-whither are they 
fled? And those round whom in life 
cirded the fairest and the loveliest 
of the la.nd, where now are they? 
Profit by their example, 0 people, 
and be not of them that are gone 
astray. 

{fOthers ere long will lay hands on 
what ye possess, and enter into your 
habitations. I'OC'line your ears to My 
words, and be not numbered among 
the foolish. 

II For every one of you his para
mount duty is to choose fOT himself 
that on which no other may infringe 
and- none usurp from him. Such a 
thing-and to this the Almighty is 
My witness-is the love of God, 
could ye but perceive it. 

H Build ye for yourselves such 
houses as the rain and floods can 
never destroy, which shall protect 
you from the changes and chances 
of this Hfe. This is the instruction of 
Him Whom the world hath wronged 
and forsaken. "8 

In the night of May 29, 1892, death 
came to Baha'u'llah. A telegram to 
the Sultan began: "The Sun of BaM 
has set."9 ... 

6. 
"Jubilee" goes back to a Hebrew 

word that means trumpet blast. This 
first century of the Baha'i world re
ligion ends with a jubilee year. 
Around the world, this year, Baha'is 
will be publicly and continuously an
nouncing the advent of Bahit'u'llith, 
and asking all humanity to investi
gate His message. 

For the long ordeal of man is not 
yet over, although the end and the 
bright future are in sight. And in 
this year of 1953, the Baha'is have 
made themselves a solemn pledge: 
they have vowed to accomplish 
more, during the next ten years, than 
has been done during all the hun
dred previous years of their world 
mission. 

HI was a Hidden Treasure," God 
says, in a Mul].ammadan sacred tra
dition. HI was a Hidden Treasure, 
and I desired to be known; where
fore. I created the creation, that I 
might be known." 

But man forgets His God, and then 

8. Gr. 261. 
9. G.P.B. 222. 
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he yields to a far sterner master, 
his own desires. And men who are 
their own slaves soon become the 
slaves of stronger men, and nothing 
in the world but truth, which is an
other name for the Word of God, can 
set them free. 

Baha'u'llah is the Word of God for 
modern times. To save mankind 
from bondage, He remained a pris
oner and an exile for forty years. 

As we look back across this cen
tury, and think of Him chained un
derground in Tihran. we wonder at 
the miracle that has carried His 
teachings around the world. 

If we had seen Him then, when 
they brought Him out of the Pit· 
bent and wasted away, in priso~ 
clothes, His neck raw and swollen 
from the chains, we would have seen 
nothing ahead of Him but death. We 
would have found no hope for the 
Christ-promised Kingdom then, as 
we watched His fateful cavalcade 
moving out of Persia over the gra; 
snows, under the intermittent moon
light and the mottled sky. 

The Baha'i Faith: Info'rmation Statis
tical and Comparative 1844-1952, 
with supplement, The Ten Year 
International Baha'i Teaching and 
Consolidation Plan 1953-1963. 
A new statistical pamphlet pre
pared by the Guardian. which sur
veys the spread and development 
of the Faith since its inception. 
The supplement presents the Ten 
Year Crusade in full detail. The 
many tasks outlined in the Guar
dian's October 8th cable allllounc
ing the goals of the Ten Year Cru
sade are fully described. A map of 
the world prepared by the Guard
ian showing the many objectives 
to be attained, is included. This 
pamphlet will be available at the 
Jubilee Conference. 

The Spell of the Temp!e by Allen 
McDaniel. 
A new book written by Mr. Mc
Daniel, long associated with the 
construction of the building. and a 
former member of the National 
Assembly, describes the erection 
of the Baha'i House of Worship 
with affection and interest. Illus
trated. Available about May 1st. 

Price $2.50 
Daily News Reprint. 

A reprint of the article on the 
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Sce~e during ODe of the sessions of the In1:ereontinental Conference in Kampala, 
Mrlca. In the center are Miss Elsie Austin. representatJve of the Na.tional Spiritual 
Assembty of the United states and Mrs. Dorothy Baker, Hand of the Cause. 

Temple which appeared in the 
Chicago Daily News in December, 
1952, entitled "100 Year Old 
Dream". 5 pictures. Pr., 10 for $.75 

Divine Art oj Living, will be avail
able again in April. New light 
green cloth cover with deep green. 
lettering. Price $1.50 

The Baha'i World Map. The world 
map prepared for Vol. XI of Baha'i 
World is available separately. This 
map shows the spread of the 
Bahi>.'! World Community to 1950. 
and can be used for displays. 30 x 
18112'. Price $ .50 

Renewal of Civilization, cloth bound, 
available about June 10th. $1.25 

Six Lessons On Is~am by Marzieh 
GaiL New and excellent materia] 
for study of MuI)ammad and the 
Qur'an, valuable for individual, 
group, and Summer School study. 
The National Spiritual Assembly 
highly recommends this course for 
supplying background knowledge 
for pioneers during the coming 
World Crusade. 40 pp., 81,2 x 11. 
paper cover. Price $ .75 

Mr. Frank Zyken, St. Louis, Mo. 
February 16, 1953 

Mrs. Frieda Schneider, Milwaukee 6, Wis. 
February 17, 1953 

Memphis, Tenn., Miss Wilma Crow to 
Mr. James U. Clark 

November 4, 1952 
Los Angeles. Calif .. Miss Lois Hall to 

Mr. Maurice Willows 
January 31, 1953 

Palo Alto, Calif., Mrs. Jcrrideen McLeod 
to Mr. Fr ank R. Raymond 

(Date not· reported) . 
Detroit,. Michigan, Miss June M. Sims to 

Mr. R. Brandon Meese 
February 14, 1953 

Ventura, Calif .. Mrs. Helen Craig to Mr. 
Theodore N. Nelson 

February 4, 1953 
San F'rancisco. Calif., Miss Beatrice 

Emma Groger to Mr. James Spencer 
Morgan 

February 20, 1953 

APRIL, 1951 

Holy Days: 
April 21·May 2, Period of Ridvim 
May 23, Dec! ara tion of the Bil b 
May 29, Ascension of Baha'U'llilh 

Jubilee Celebrations: 
National Convention. April 29-

May 1 
Temple Dedication, May 2 
All-America Intercontinental Con

ference, May 3-6 
Feasts: 

April 9 - J alaI, Glory 
April 28 - Jamal, Beauty 
May 17 - 'Afamat, Grandeur 

National Assembly Meeting: 
April 25, 25, 27. and 28 

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS 
AND CHANGES 

Loca] Spiritual Assem bhes: 
GLENDALE, CALIF. 

Mrs. Helen S. Anderson, See'y. 
III N. Louise St., Apt. 107, Zone 6 

LONG BEACH. CALIF .. 
Mrs. Frances James, See'y. 
217 Grand Ave., Apt. 6 

MAUl, HAWAII 
Mrs. Lillian T. Chou, Sec'y. 
agu Lanai St. 
Kahului. Maui, T. H. 

CHICAGO, ILL. 
Mrs. Myrtle Wendler, Sec'y. 
4038 N. Ashland Ave., Zone 13 

MUSKEGON, MICH. 
Mrs. Emma M. Allen, See'y. 
1596 8th Street, Apt. 2 

ALBUQUERQUE, N. M. 
Mrs, Mary L, Ewing, Sec'y. 
1830 Arizona, N.E, 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 
Mrs. Della C. Quinlan, Sec'y. 
add to address: 
c/o Baha'i Center, Room 615 

PROVIDENCE. R. I. 
Mrs. Ethel Murray, Sec'y. 
209 Douglas Ave. 

Regiona] Teaching Committees: 
RTC OF MICHIGAN 

Mrs. Marguerite True, Sec'y. 
Change zone number to 36 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is througbout the United States. and to Baha'j administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith informed of international, national and local" Baha'i developments, and serve as an organ for the distribu
bon of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Baha'i Council. and the general announcements pre-
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports. plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblieill 
of the United States as wen as from National Assemblies' of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the flrst day of the 
month pr€ceding the date 01 issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1952-1953: Mrs. Eunice Braun·, 
Managing Editor; Mr. Willi"a·in C. Henning, Miss Farrukh loas, Mrs. Ruth Jones, Miss Joan Lozier, Mr. Robert Monl. 
Editorial Office: IHl Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'f Administrative H€adquarters. 536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette. 
nlinois. U.S.A. 
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THE GUARDIAN'S MESSAGE TO THE FORTY-FIFTH ANNUAL BAHA'I CONVENTION 
The United States' Tasks in World Crus.de 

My soul is uplifted in joy and 
thanksgiving at the triumphant con
clusion of the seC()nd Seven Year 
Plan immortalized by the brilliant 
victories simultaneously won by the 
vanguard of the hosts of Bahit'u'llah 
in Latin America, in Europe and in 
Africa,--victories befittingly crowned 
through the consummation of -a fifty 
year old enterprise, the completion 
of the first Ma~riqu'l-A<lbkar of the 
Western World. The signal success 
that has attended the second collec
tive enterprise undertaken in the 
course of the American Baha'i history 
climaxes a term of stewardship to 
the Faith of Bahll'u'llith, of almost 
three score years duration, - a 
period which has enriched the annals 
of the concluding epoch of the Heroic, 
and shed lustre on the first thirty 
years of the Formative Age of the 
Baha'i Dispensation. So fecund a 
period has been marked by teaching 
activities unexcelled throughout the 
westeIn world and has been distin~ 
guished by administrative exploits 
unparalleled in the annals of any 
Baha'i National Community whether 
in the East or in the West. I am 
impelled, on the occasion of the 
anniversary of the Most Great Fes
tival, coinciding with a triple cele· 
bration - the dedication of the 
Mother Temple of the West, the 
launching of a World Spiritual Cru
sade and the Commemoration of the 
Birth of Baha'u'll3.h's Mission - to 
pay warmest tribute to the pre
eminent share which the American 
Baha'i Community has had in the 
course of over half a century in pro
claiming His Revelation, in shielding 
His Cause, in championing His Cove
nant, in erecting the administrative 
machinery of His embryonic World 
Order, in expounding His teachings, 
in translating and disseminating His 
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Holy Word, in despatching the mes
sengers of His Glad-Tidings, in 
awakening Royalty to His Call, in 
succouring His oppressed followers, 
in routing His enemies, in upholding 
His Law, in asserting the indepen
dence of His Faith, in multiplying 
the financial resources of its nascent 
institutions and, last but not least, in 
rearing its greatest House of Wor
ship - the first Ma:mriqu'I-AcLhkar 
of the Western World. 

The hour is now ripe for this 
greatly gifted richly blessed Com
munity to arise and reaffirm, through 
the latmching of yet another enter
prise, its primacy, enhance its 
spiritual heritage, plumb greater 
depths of consecration and capture 
loftier heights in the course of its 
strenuous and ceaseless labors for 
the exaltation of God's Cause. 

The Ten Year Plan, constituting 
the third and final stage of the initial 
epoch in the evolution of 'Abdu'l
Baha's Master Plan, which,'God will
ing: will raise to greater heights the 
fame of the stalwart American 
Baha'i Community, and seat it upon 
"the throne of an everlasting domin
ion," envisaged by the Author of 
the Tablets of this same Plan, in
valves: First, the opening of the 
following virgin territories, eleven 
in Africa: Cape Verde Islands, Canary 
Islands, French Somaliland, French 
Togoland~ Mauritius, Northern Terri
tor i e s Protectorate~ Portuguese 
Guinea, Reunion Island, Spanish 
Guinea, St. Helena and st. Thomas 
Island; eight in Asia: Caroline 
Islands, Dutch New Guinea, Hainan 
Island, Kazakhstan, Macao Island, 
Sakhalin Island, Tibet and Tonga 
Islands; six in Europe: Andorra, 
Az'Ores, Balearic Islands, Lofoten 
Islands, Spitzbergen and Ukraine, 
and four in America: Aleutian Islands, 

Falkland Islands, Key West and 
Kodiak Island, Second, the consolida. 
tion of the F ai th in the following 
territories, Six in Asia: China, For. 
mosa, Japan, Korea, Manchuria, 
Philippine Islands; two in Africa: 
Liberia and South Africa; twelve in 
Europe: the ten Goal Countries, Fin
land and France; three in America: 
the Hawaiian Islands, Alaska and 
Puerto Rico. Third~ the extension of 
assistance to the National Spiritual 
Assemblies of the Baha'is of Central 
and South America, as well as to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Italy and Switzerland 
in forming twenty National Spiritual 
Assemblies in the Republics of Latin 
America and two in Europe, namely 
in Italy and Switzerland; the exten
sion of assistance for the establish· 
ment of a National l;Ia~iratu'I·Quds 
in the capital of each of the afore~ 
mentioned countries as well as of 
national Baha'i endowments in these 
same countries. Fourth, the estab
lishment of ten National Spiritual 
Assemblies in the following Euro
pean countries: Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, Belgium, Holland, Luxem
bourg, Spain, Portugal, France and 
Finland. Fifth, the establishment of 
a National Spiritual Assembly in 
Japan and one in the South Pacific 
Islands. Sixth, the establishment of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Baha'is of Alaska. Seventh, the 
establishment of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
South and West Africa. Eighth, the 
incorporation of each of the fourteen 
above-mentioned National Spiritual 
Assemblies. Ninth, the establishment 
of national Baha'i endowments by 
these same National Spiritual As
semblies. Tenth, the establishment 
of a National I;Ia~fratu'l-Quds in the 
capital city of each of the eleven of 
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the aforementioned countries, as well 
as one in Anchorage, one in Suva, 
and one in Johannesburg. Eleventh, 
the erection of the first Dependency 
of the first Ma.wriqu'I-Ac;Lhkar of the 
Western World. Twelfth, the exten· 
sion of assistance for the purchase 
of land for four future Temples, two 
in Europe: in Stockholm and Rome; 
one in Central America, in Panama 
City; and one in Africa, in J ohannes~ 
burg. Thirteenth, the completion of 
the 1 ands ca ping of the grounds of 
the MaiIDriqu'I-A<ib.kar in Wilmette. 
Fourteenth, the raising to one hun
dred of the number of incorporat
ed local assemblies within the Ameri
can Union. Fifteenth, the raising to 
three hundred of the number of 
local spiritual assemblies in that 
same country. Sixteenth, the incor
poration of spiritual assemblies in 
the leading cities of Sweden. Norway, 
Denmark, Belgium, Holland, Luxem
bourg, Spain and Portugal, as well 
as of the spiritual assemblies of 
Paris, of Helsingfors, of Tokio, of 
Suva and of Johannesburg. Seven-
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The pboto at the left shows the north 
door of the Shrine of the Blib in Haifa, 
Israel. Below are displayed some relics 
of the Ba b. The large book is a copy of 
the Bayan, transcribed by tbe Bah's 
secretary at Chihriq. Small book is the 
Bab's pocket Quran, first and second 
pages llIamillated. Small article at right 

teenth, the quadrupling of the num
ber of the local spiritual assemblies 
and the trebling of the number of 
localities in the aforementioned 
countries. Eighteenth, the translation 
of Baha'i literature into ten lan
guages in Europe: Basque, Estonian, 
Flemish, Lapp, Maltese, Piedmon
tese, Romani, Romansch, Yiddish 
and Ziryen; ten in America: 
Aguaruna, Arawak. Blackloot, Chero
kee, Iroquois, Lengua, Mataco, Maya, 
Mexican and Yahgan. Nineteenth, 
the conversion to the Faith of mem
bers of the leading Indian tribes. 
Twentieth, the conversion to the 
Faith of representatives of the Basque 
and Gipsy races. Twenty-first, the 
establishment of summer-schools in 
each of the Scandinavian and Benelux 
countries, as well as those of the 
Iberian Peninsula. TwentY-'!iecond, 
the Proclamation of the Faith 
through the Press and Radio through
out the United States of America. 
Twenty-third, the establishment of a 
Baha'i Publishing Trust in Wilmette, 
Illinois. Twenty-fourth, the formation 

ts the Bib's ring. 

of an Asian Teaching Committee de
signed to stimulate and coordinate 
the teaching activities initiated by 
the Plan. 

May this Community-the spiritual 
descendants of the Dawn-Breakers of 
the Heroic Age of the Baha'i Faith. 
the chief repository of the immortal 
Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine 
Plan, the foremost executors of the 
Mandate issued by the Center of 
Baha'u'llah's Covenant, the champ
ion-builders of a divinely conceived 
Administrative Order, the standard
bearers of the all-conquering army 
of the Lord of Hosts, the torch
bearers of a future divinely inspired 
world civilization - arise, in the 
course of the momentous decade 
separating the Great from Most 
Great Jubilee, to secure, as befits its 
rank, the lion's share in the prose
cution of a global crusade designed 
to diffuse the Light of G<ld's Revela
tion over the surface of the entire 
Planet. 

-SHOGHI 
April 29, 1953 
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THE GUARDIAN'S 
SUPPLEMENTARY MESSAGE 
TO FORTY-FIFTH 
ANNUAL CONVENTION 

(On the) occasion (of the) fivefold 
historic celebration - (the) dedica
tion (for) public worship (of the) 
holiest MaIDriqu'I-Aollikilr (of the) 
Baha'i world; (the) convocation (of 
the) Second Intercontinental Teach
ing Conference (of the) Holy Year; 
(the) Anniversary (of the) Declara
tion (of) Baha'u'llah (in the) Garden 
of Ri<;lvan; (the) holding (of the) 
Forty-Fifth American Baha'i Con
ven tion, (and the) launching (of the) 
epochal, global spiritual Crusade, 
marking (the) climax (of the) fes
tivities associated (with the) Cen
tenary (of the) Birth (of) BaM
'u'llah's Mission - announce (to) 
His followers (of) East (and) West 
(that the) final phase (of the) con
struction (of the) Bitb's Sepulchre 
(has been) ushered in through (the) 
erection (of) scaffolding (for the) 
completion (of the) shuttering (of 
the) dome. 

Forty-four gilded tiles out of (a) 
total (of) twelve thousand, designed 
(to) cover two hundred fifty square 
meter surface (of the) dome (were) 
placed (in) permanent position (on 
the) eve (of the) ninth day (of the) 
Ninetieth Anniversary (of the) Ric;ivan 
Festival. (On the) afternoon (of the) 
same day, during (the) course (of a) 
moving ceremony (in the) presence 
(of) pilgrims (and) resident believers 
(of) 'Akkit (and) Haifa, (there was) 
placed reverently (a) fragment (of 
the) plaster ceiling (of the) Bitb's 
prison cell (in the) Castle (of) Mah
Ku, beneath (the) gilded tiles (of the) 
crownlng unit (of the) majestic 
edifice. Circumambulated (the) base 
(of the) dome, paid homage (to) 
His memory, (and) recalled (His) 
afflictive imprisonment. Offered 
prayer (on) behalf (of the) friends 
(of) East (and) West (on a) subse
quent visit (to the) interior (of) His 
Shrine. 

Preparatory steps are now being 
taken (for the) pouring (of) concrete 
(for the) construction (of the) ribs 
(of the) dome, as well as (the) orna
mental stones surrounding its base, 

(My) hopes (are) heightened (that 
the) termination (of the) five-year
long, three-quarter million dollar 
enterprise, undertaken (in the) heart 
(of) Carmel, (will) coincide (with 
the) termination (of the) worldwide 

celebrations commemorating (the) 
Centenary (of the) inception (of) 
Baha.'u'llah's Ministry, 

Also announce (the) formation (of) 
no less (than) sixteen new Spiritual 
Assemblies (in the) African con
tinent:-Monrovia, Benghazi, Nairobi, 
Jinja, Akarukei, Tilling, Mbale, 
Atoot, Kococwa, Acissa, Opot. Fassy, 
Ocaka, Osopotoil, Kadoki, Kabuku. 

(In) Uganda alone (the) number 
(of) believers (is) over two hundred 
ninety, residing (in) twenty-five 
localities, representative (of) twenty 
tribes. 

Finally share (the) heart-warming 
news (of the) impending establish
ment (of the) long-overdue I;Ia:firatu'l
Quds (in the) French capital through 
(the) conclusion (of an) agreement 
(to) purcha s e (a) nine thous and 
pound property situated (in the) best 
residential quarter (of the) city. 

Kiyani's spontaneous, generous 
contribution (is) solely responsible 
(for the) achievement (of the) great 
victory (of the) establishment (of 
the) institution designed (to) serve 
(as the) adminis tra ti ve headquarters 
(of) both (the) present Paris As
sembly (and the) projected French 
National Spiritual Assembly. 

Advise (the) American National 
Assembly (to) share (this) message 
(with its) sister Assemblies (through
out the) Baha'i world. 

-SHoom 
Haifa, April 30, 1953 

THE GUARDIAN'S CABLE 
CONCERNING MRS. 
FLORENCE MORTON 

On learning of the passing of Mrs. 
Florence Morton, Worcester, Mass., 
former member of the National Spiri
tual Assembly and for some years 
its Treasurer, the Assembly cabled 
the Guardian to ioform him. Shoghi 
Effendi has cabled this reply, re
ceived April 8; 

"Grieve passing faithful promoter 
(of) Faith. Praying (for the) progre" 
(of her) soul." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Correction - Guardian's Cable 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has been informed by the Assistant 
Secretary writing on behalf of the 
Guardian, that three errors appeared 
in the text of the Guardian's cable 

l 

dated February 9, published in 
Baha'i News for March. 

In the first paragraph, the sentence 
beginning "World wide celebra
tions . . ." should read "World wide 
celebrations (of the) Holy Year in
augurated last October heightened 
(during) course present month 
through (the) holding (of the) epoch 
making gathering, moving steadily 
towards climax (during) approaching 
Ric;lvan festivities (have been) great
ly enhanced," etc. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

CONCERNING TRAVEL 
ARRANGEMENTS TO 
NEW DELHI CONFERENCE 

From the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the Baha'is of India, Pakistan 
and Burma word comes that those at
tending the Intercontinental Confer
ence should make certain that their 
travel arrangements provide for 
transportation through to New Delhi, 
and do not terminate at Karachi in 
the event they travel via that city. 
It is difficult on account of currency 
regulations for a traveler at Karachi 
to secure transportation from there 
to New Delhi unless his travelers' 
checks or other currency meet these 
re gula tions. 

-NATIONAL SPmnUAL ASS&MBLY 

RECOGNITION OF 
BAHA'I HOLY DAYS 

The response to the Guardian's 
wish, that local Assemblies apply to 
the School authorities for permission 
to excuse Baha'i children from at
tendance on Baha'i Holy Days, is 
augmenting. 

Since the last notice on this subject 
in Baha'i News the National Spiritual 
Assembly has learned that the fol
lowing Assemblies: have applied fo~ 
and obtained such recognition: Wil:' 
mington, Del., San Francisco, Cal., 
Newton, Mass., ShoreWOOd, Wise .. 
Cleveland, 0., Prince George's Coun
ty, Md. 

This is a matter for all Assemblies 
to carry out where children of 
Baha'is are attending school. 

-NATIONAL SPllUTUAL ASSEMBLY 
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THE TEN YEAR CRUSADE 

The broad outlines of the world
encircling plan were divinely re
vealed. Its course was chartered by 
'Abdu'l-Baha's infallible Pen. Its 
shining goals have been set. The 
requisite administrative machinery 
has been created. The signal has 
been given by the Author of the Plan, 
its Supreme Commander. The Lord 
of Hosts. the King of Kings has 

pledged unfailing ajd to every cru
sader battling for His Cause. Invisi
ble battalions are mustered, rank 
upon rank, ready to pour forth re
inforcements fro m on h i g h. 
Baha'u'llah's army of light is stand
ing on the threshold of the Holy 
Year. Let them, as they enter it, vow 
with one voice, one heart, one soul, 
never to turn back in the entire 
course of the fateful decade ahead 
until each and everyone will have 
contributed his share in laying 

MAY, 19S] 

on a \vorld-wide sca~e an unassail
able administrative foundation for 
Baha'u']lilh's Christ-promised King
dom on earth, swelling thereby the 
chorus of lUliversal jubilation where
in earth and heaven will join as 
prophesied by Daniel, echoed by 
'Abdu'l-Baba; "on that day will the 
faithful. rejoice with exceeding glad
ness". 

(From Launching the World-Em
bracing Spiritua~ Crusade by Shoghi 
Effendi) 

Capping the Pylons on the Baha'i House of Worship. Wilmette, Illinois. View left above shows the placing of the first cap on a 
first story pylon. View at right above shows the first cap being placed on a second story pylon. BeloW are several photos show

illg' the pJ'ocess of placing these final orna.ments on the House of Worship. 
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The Bands of the Cause attending the First Intercontinental Baha.'i Teacbing Conference in Kampala, Uganda., Afriea~ Feb
nu,ry 12 through 18th. The Ka.m.pala lla.ziratu'l...Quds is in the background. Left to right are: Musi. Ba.Dii.Di, VaUyu'lIih Varqa., 
Shu''''uU8.h 'Ala.'i, Mason Berney. Horace Holley. Ta.razu'llAb Samandari, Dhikru'Ua.h Khidim, Leroy lOBs. Dorothy Balter, 

THE AFRICA 
INTERCONTINENTAL 
CONFERENCE 

The Bahit'i Africa Conference was 
a unique and history-making event 
and it lived up to its theme "LIGHT 
OVER AFRICA". Kampala is one 
of the lovelier and more temperate 
spots of Africa where the Native 
African and the European are not in 
bitter competition. In this Protec
torate during February 12 to 18, the 
first Baha'i Intercontinental Con
ference of the year was held. Meet
ings were held in a large and wella 

made army Marquee erected on the 

• Ali-Akbar Furntan. 

spacious attractive grounds of the 
Kampala I:Ia?-iratu'I-Quds. In that 
tent, which was literally and figura
tively a tent of the Oneness of Man
kind, Baha'is assembled from 19 
countries and 30 races coming from 
the continents of America, Asia, 
Europe and Africa. The Africans 
were well represented and constitut
ed a majority of the Conference. 
They came from 18 tribes of Uganda 
and from North Africa. In addition 
there were Baha'is from North, East, 
West and South Africa. This ming
ling of races and nationalities done 
upon such a high and dignified level, 
pToductive oj such happiness and in
spiration, seTved to obliterate com· 

pletely any sense of strangeness, 
tension or separation which usually 
chaTacteTizes the meeting of races 
who have tong observed the divisive 
traditions and embittering sepaTa. 
tions established by old tTaditions in 
Africa. Thus the Kampala Conference 
designed in the spirit of Unity estab
lished and demonstrated the Baha'i 
patterns for harmony and unity 
among the children of men. 

There were some 232 Baha'is 
attending the Conference. The joy 
and eagerness which characterizes 
Baha'i gatherings was apparent 
throughout the Conference. And with 
it there was earnest consultation 
over the tasks and opportunities of 
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the Great Teaching Crusade, the 
training of Baha'i teachers, the 
maturing of individual Baha'is to the 
spirit and principles of their Faith, 
and the important work of develop
ing and consolidating Baha'i groups 
and Assemblies throughout the Afri
can Continent. (Excerpts from some 
of the talks are given in following 
pages.) 

The momentum of the Conference 
and its high spirit were launched by 
the period of earnest and beautiful 
prayers with which it opened. Follow
ing this the messages from the Be
loved Guardian were read. It was as 
if he released a new power with each 
word, for he gave us the magnificent 
scope of the Crusade, a set of ob
jectives, and a wide perspective on 
the Crusade and its relation to the 
development of the World Order of 
Bah"'u'llah. Along with these great 
messages, the Guardian sent a strik
ing map of the world in which, with 
his own hands, he had drawn the 
Crusade objectives and by means of 
colors and lines charted the assign
ments made to each country and re
lated the responsibilities. The Mes
sages and the maps were presented 
by Leroy Ioas, Hand of the Cause 
who came as the Guardian's repre
sentative to the Conference. He 
gave us the Beloved Guardian's 
words and views in a most stirring 
way, pointing out that through this 
Holy Crusade the Baha'is will in 10 
years double the work they have 
accomplished in 110 years. They wi!! 
cover the earth with the glory of 
the Lord, thus fulfilling the ancient 
prophecy of Daniel. He made us 
understand that the victories ahead 
as well as those past would be due 
to our ability to strengthen the ad
ministrative order and demonstrate 
the devotion and service which is the 
spirit of the Baha'i Faith. 

The Conference agenda was de
signed to draw upon the teaching and 
adininistrative experience 8f the 
Baha'is around the world. Talks of 
great wisdom, information and in
spiration were given by the Hands 
of the Cause, the Assembly represen
tatives from the U.S., Great Britain, 
Persia, India and fran. The Africa 
pioneers who had done the ground
breaking in Africa's widely differing 
areas contributed much in their 
down-to-earth discussion of the pio
neers' problems, and the attitudes 
they must be prepared to face and 
with which they must deal. 

The high spiritual note of the con-

ference came when its visitors were 
afforded the privilege of viewing the 
Photograph of the Portrait of the Bab 
which the Beloved Guardian had sent 
a s a special gift. The occ asion was 
one of great reverence and spiritual 
dedication. Preceding the viewing of 
this Portrait a short period was de
voted to stories of the Bab told by 
the Persian Hands and by Mr. Leroy 
10as. Then in a most beautiful voice 
Mr. 'AIi·Akbar Furlitan, one of the 
Hands, chanted the Visiting Tablet 
in the original tongue. The Portrait 
was then set upon a table befittingly 
gra ced with silk and roses. Each 
row of believers then walked reve
rently by to view the Portrait, re
membering the suffering and service 
of the Bab, martyred for Heralding 
the Dawn of a World Faith. 

Along with this Portrait the Guard
ian sent another very valuable and 
impressive gift to the Conference. It 
was a beautifully lettered scroll of 
portions of the Bab's Commentary 
on the Surih of Joseph. This magnifi
cent revelation of the Bab was the 
one He gave on the night of His an
nouncement of His station and Mis
sion. The Guardian said that the 
Commentary was the Bible of the 
early Baha'is and that the Bab sent 
portions of it to Baha'u'IIa.h, Who 
when He read it acknowledged the 
Bab. This Commentary is significant 
for many things. In it the Bab gave 
prophecies concerning the suffering 
which would come, and concerning 
the extension of the F ai th to Africa. 
In it, also, He first called the people 
of the West to issue forth from their 
cities in the service of the Faith. 

The African Baha'is evidenced 
great interest and concentration dur
ing the Conference. They fonowed the 
consultation closely and frequently 
participated, expressing their views 
on matters discussed. Two African 
women of the Teso tribe addressed 
the Conference. They were particu
larly concerned with the emphasis 
the Faith places upon education and 
freedom from prejudice. Several of 
their speakers made an appeal for 
Baha'i teachers and schools. 

Conference languages were English, 
Persian, Teso African and Swahili. 
The African and Persian interpreters 
did a masterful job of translating the 
talks and discussion contributions. 
They spoke with eloquence and ease, 
so that none of the listeners lost the 
expression and fire of what was said 
during the sessions. 

The Persian Baha'is brought a 
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unique spirit to the Conference. They 
added a warmth and a human in
terest which endeared them to all. 
The Hands gave us interesting stories 
of the early days of the Faith. One 
of them, Mr. Tara~u'llB.h Samandari, 
the only living Baha'i who saw Baha
'u'llah, enchanted us with the stories 
and reminiscences of his meeting and 
his visit with Baha'u'llBh. There was 
a spontaneous and natural friendli
ness about the Persian Baha'is. They 
gave. the Mrican believers such 
courtesies and such whole hearted 
affection. Mrs. Varqa, wife of the 
Hand of the Cause, at the close of 
one session gave each of the African 
ladies a gift of lovely Persian jewelry 
which utterly delighted everyone. 

The American Baha'is also came 
in for a share of special interest 
from the Africans. They seemed 
eager to learn about America and 
spent many hours questioning the 
American friends. Americans attend
ing the Conference were Hands of the 
Cause, Dorothy Baker, H-orace 
Holley, and Leroy loa s and Mason 
Remey (now at the World Center 
of the Faith); NSA representatives 
Elsie Austin and Matthew Bullock; 
pioneers William Foster, Valerie 
Wilson, Rex and Mary Collison, 
Mary and Allan Elston; Africa 
Committee Members Marguerite 
Sears and Ludmilla Van Sombeek; 
visitors Mildred Mottahedeh, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sabet from the United States, 
Canadian visitor Eddie Elliott, and 
Central American visitor Mabel 
Sneider from Panama. 

The spirit of Louis Gregory, first 
Negro Hand of the Cause, was keenly 
felt at the African Conference. The 
story of the Life of Louis Gregory 
as issued by the NSA was sent to the 
Coaference. The Africans eagerly 
read all of it and expressed keen 
interest and deep admiration for this 
distinguished servant of the Cause 
of Bahit'u'llith who devoted his life 
to the promulgation of the Teach
ings. Several asked that a large 
picture of Louis Gregory be sent to 
the 1:ia"iratu'I-Quds in Kampala. 

Two public meetings were held in 
connection with the Conference in 
Kampala. The first was at Makere 
College, the leading African college 
in East Africa for African na ti ves. 
Horace Holley and H. M. Balyuzi (of 
Great Britain) spoke at this meeting, 
which was well attended by Euro
peans, Africans and Asians. The 
second meeting was held at the Con
ference Marquee. Matthew Bullock 
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Views of the Kampala ConlereDCe. AI left Leroy lou greets new believers. At right Na1ha.n Olet translates iuto Teso Ja.ncuace. 
(See December Baba.'f News:, page 7) 

and Dorothy Baker were its speak
ers. This meeting attracted lively 
comment in the Kampala press as 
the result of slanted reporting. How
ever, from it came an opportunity to 
reply to the article which misstated 
the teachings ot the Faith. In addi
tion to the public meetings and the 
press publicity, we must mention 
the two fine window displays which 
were arranged in Kampala. Both 
were in prominent shops on the main 
street of Kampala, and were arrang. 
ed by American pioneers. the Colli. 
sons and the Elstons. The displays 
were of books, posters and pamphlets 
on the Faith, pictures of the Temple 
and a circle of dolls which represent
ed the various races and nationali
ties. These windows drew crowds of 
Europeans, Afrie ans and Asians. 

The Conference released a special 
booklet for teaching use in Mrica .. 
It was The Baha'i Life, an unusually 
fine compilation of the teachings 
selected and arranged by Rex and 
Mary Collison for the British Africa 
Teaching Committee who published 
the pamphlet. 

The Conference closed on a very 
high note of dedication. Every be
liever there resolved to achieve a 
share of service toward the new 
goals, and a new power in living 
the principles of the Faith. All under
stood the grave responsibilities the 
Baha'is face as they enter upon the 
gr~atest religious Crusade in history. 
All knew that the victories sought 

could come only through deeds which 
expressed sincere devotion, wisdom, 
purity of heart, courageous and tire
less service in the promotion of that 
which will advance the Unity of 
Mankind. 

Excerpts from the 
Conference Talks 

Leroy Ioas: The Guardian feels 
that the pioneers are doing great and 
wonderful service to the Cause of 
Baha'u'llan.. They are leaving their 
homes, and dispersing to carry the 
Glad Tidings of the Kingdom of God 
on Earth. He feels that the work of 
the pioneer in Africa is the most im
portant work today. Theirs is the 
great task. They are not alone under 
any circumstances, for their work is 
the work of the. Holy Spirit. 

To the new African Believers: The 
Guardian is filled with joy over 
them and the Africa work. He has 
said that the people of Africa are 
not contaminated by the materialism 
of the East or West. Being of pure 
hearts, they have been chosen to 
establish the Baha'i way of life. 
The Guardian hopes that they will 
arise to become pioneers and spread 
the Faith to their people and others 
in the world. 

... The secret of success in the 
teaching work is complete detach
ment from the things of the world; 
consecration of one's life to the 

Teaching work and nothing else; 
constant contact with the spirit 
through prayer and meditation and 
intelligent action. Having prayed, 
we must act. for prayer can only be 
answered through action. 

VaIiu'Hah Varqa: The protection 
of the believers lies in devotion and 
obedience to the Guardian and to the 
Teachings. 

Horace HoUey: 'Abdu'l-Baha said 
"Blessed are those who work in 
groups. Small groups which learn to 
solve their problems train them
selves for larger problems. The 
small group is but the flowerpot in 
which the seed is planted. When the 
seed grows we transplant it to a 
larger garden. 

. . . The Baha'i local community 
with the local assembly is civiliza
tion in miniature. The individual be
gins to realize that the Faith estab
lishes a social order. The wrified 
group is human society. The unified 
community is civilization. Human 
society is a series of human relation
ships. The Bahit'i Faith gives us the 
form of perfect government for our 
own Baha'i affairs. Man is not wholly 
man until he learns the laws of the 
spirit of the Teachings. 

... The seed has all the potentiali
ties of the tree, The little group is 
the seed, and when it has attained 
a tiny sprout, community develop
ment begins which will result in the 
rna turi ty 01 the tree. God has no 
time. He is timeless. Man conquers 
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time when he is endued with moral 
purpose, He knows the power of God 
will bring His work to perfection. 

The Guardian wrote the American 
Baha'is that the world is in dire 
need of the love of God. At every 
stage in the consolidation of the 
community, we must do our utmost 
to convey the love that is born of 
God. 

Ali Nahkjavani: 'Abdu'l-Baha said 
that teaching is like the science of 
medicine. In each case you find a 
different disease, and the treatment 
changes accordingly. The Guardian 
has given us the general principle 
for teaching in Africa: "One teaches 
the receptive souls one finds". Also 
in the Challenging Requirements the 
Guardian emphasizes the funda
mental prerequisites of Teaching 
and tells us teaching methods must 
be adapted to the various back
grounds, temperaments and suscep
tibHities of the races. 

The susceptibilities of the African 
people are: (1) an abhorrence of any 
racial discrimination; (2) fear of 
plans and activities originated by 
white people; (3) a dissatisfaction 
with the methods used by mission
aries; (4) a consciousness of the 
superiority of the outside world, 
coupled with a thirst for knowledge 
and progress; (5) an understanding 
and preference for simpler ideas; 
(6) a hesitation at the use of reason 
in the study of religious methods; (7) 
an acceptance of the teachings of 
the Church and the Bible; (8) a 
sensitiveness and appreciation for 
true and genuine love; lack of pre
judice and genuine hospitality; (8) 
a strong faith in God and His Pro-
phets, 

... The first thing a pioneer must 
have is devotion, understanding and 
love for the Guardian. He should 
study the writings constantly and 
tum to the Guardian in his heart. 
The second most important thing is 
prayer at all times l not in words~ 
but in deeds. . . . Where there is 
more than one pioneer, there must 
be unity . . . real unity among the 
Baha'is. The spirit of love and unity 
is absolutely necessary, or there can 
be no success. Deeds not words must 
be the attitude of the pioneer. 

Bill Foster: There is great need for 
prayer and consecration to the teach· 
ing work. We should also remember 
to contact inlluential people in a 
country and make them friends of 
the Faith, for they can be a great 

source of help when difficulties and 
attacks develop .... There is great 
need for more pioneers in West 
Africa. Africa needs people with 
trained skills, educators, scientists 
and doctors. More pioneers should 
consider West Africa. 

PhiHp Hainsworth: An African once 
said to me ... "Our hearts are like 
mirrors, we reflect what we see." 
The success of the Persian pioneers 
is explained by the fact that they 
show such an abundance of love to 
the African who reflects it back. 
... The Baha'i must instill in the 

African a crusading spirit for Afri~ 
can advancement. They must demon
strate the Unity of the Faith, and 
prove that they have come to drive 
out disunity. To meet the need there 
must be preparation, prayer; medi
tation; study classes for deepening, 
and classes for educating the illiter
ate in every village. The Africans 
must be urged to help themselves 
and to develop and share the Mes
sage of Bahii'u'llah. 

• • * 
Mention must be made here of the 

beautiful telegrams, and cables of 
greeting sent to the Conference by 
the absent Hands of the Cause: 
Amatu'I·Baba. RUhiyyih Khanum. 
and Mrs. Cori"une True of the U. S.; 
Dr. Townshend of England; Dr. 
Grossmann of Germany; and Ugo 
Giachery of Italy and Fred Scho
Hocker of Canada. The Conference 
in return cabled the as s urance of 
its love and prayers to these friends, 
some of whom were ill. In addition 
to these greetings there were those 
from numerous committees, assem
blies and friends in the United states. 

A BBhi'i group at Asman., Eritrla. 
(in Nor&bern Africa). 

~------------+ 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

MAY, 1953 

First Samoan Becomes a Bahjlf 

In the South-West Pacific there are 
Baha'i groups established in New 
Guinea, New Caledonia and in Fiji. 
And now thrilling news comes of the 
enrollment of the first Samoan who 
has interested several other people 
in the Faith, One has already stated 
a desire to become a Baha'i. 

First South-West Pacific School 

Plans are well advanced for the 
lirst South-West Pacilic School, which 
will be held on the 4th through the 6th 
of May, immediately following the 
Convention to be held at the Hazir
atu'l-Quds in Sydney. The p~p~se 
of the school is to enable the be
lievers to make a brief survey of the
South-West Pacific area as a prelude 
to carrying the Faith to the Islands 
of the Pacific. The program covers 
a study of the Islands of the Con
dominium of the New Hebrides, Fiji, 
Tonga and the Friendly Isles. A talk 
on the particular subjects will be 
gjven at each session, films of the 
South~West Pacific will be shown and 
a brochure of required information 
will be made available for reference. 

Jubilee Program 

The Jubilee Year Ri4;ivan program 
for Australia and New Zealand states 
that the Convention will begin on the 
night of Thursday, April 30th. Meet
ings on the 1st of May have been 
planned to coincide with the Temple 
Dedication Program for Baha'is only 
at Wilmette, Illinois, U, S. A. and 
also with the Dedication Pmgram to 
which the general public will be ad
mitted. 

GERMANY 

World Religion Day Meeting. 
Reports from Berlin, Stuttgart, 

Wiesbaden in Germany and. Vienna, 
Austria~ indicate an ever-increasing 
interest in these meetings held under 
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the auspices of the Baha'i Assem· 
bUes. Addressing the meetings thus 
far reported in Germany and Austria 
were representatives of Buddhism, 
Judaism, Hinduism, Islam, the Quak
ers, the Unitarian church, Liberal 
Catholics, Seventh Day Adventists, 
and the People's Movement for Free 
Christians. AU voiced the common 
goal of religion in bringing about 
unity among the diverse elements of 
humanity_ The meetings were con
cluded by the Baha'i speaker who 
presented the way offered in the 
Teachings of Baha'u'llah. 

World Youth Day 

World Youth Day was celebrated 
in Germany by a public address 
given in Esslingen the evening of 
March 28 by Claude Levy of Luxem
bourg on jjA Young Religion Requires 
YOtUlg People." The following morn
ing, Sunday. was devoted to reports 
and consultation at the Baha'i Home 
situated in the beautiful hills outside 
of Esslingen. 

GREAT BRITAIN 

Making Firm the Ho me Front 
The Two Year Plan has ended 

with greater SUccess than could have 
been anticipated a few weeks ago. 
At the last meeting of the National 
Assembly on April 12th, at least 
three more pioneers or declarations 
in crucial towns were needed for 
maintenance of all As sem blies, and 
more for removal of all major weak
nesses. The Assembly had before it 
a last minute appeal from the Guard
ian addressed to the entire British 
Baha'i Community and sent in reply 
to a Consolidation Committee cable. 
Vigorous action was taken to give 
the Community the opportunity to 
respond to this eleventh hour appeal 
and the outcome was five pioneer 
offers and three declarations, which 
went far towards placing all assemb
lies on a firm basis. 

African Goals Achieved 

In Africa all goals have also been 
achieved. The Nairobi Community 
will certainly have an Assembly, and 
may need to hold an election. A visa 
has been granted to Mr. and Mrs. 
Dwme of the U ni ted States for the 

Geld Coast and their arrival there 
is delayed only by the difficulty of 
getting a passage from the United 
States so near the Coronation. The 
attitude of the Gold Coast authorities 
has recently seemed more friendly 
than formerly. We are happy to re
port also that Madagascar, an Indian 
goal territory, was opened on April 
20th by the arrival there of a pioneer 
from Britain, Mehrangiz Munsiff. 
All the goals allocated by the Guard
ian for opening by this Ridvim were 
thus open to the Faith on ·that date. 
From Uganda comes news of the 
formation of twelve new local as
semblies, an important step towards 
the future establishment of a Nation
al Assembly in Central and East 
Africa. 

Holy Year Celebrations 

Holy Year celebrations reached 
their culmination with the Ridvan 
celebrations in London. A devotional 
program for Baha'is only was held 
in a hired hall on the first day of 
Ric;lvan. The Jubilee Exhibition at 
Park Lane House has been opened 
and public meetings held each even
ing. At the time this report is being 
written, it is too early to assess the 
success of the celebrations in publi
cising the Faith, but it is clear that 
the great amount of work done by 
the Centenary Committee and its 
su b-commi ttees is be aring fruit, 

Unfortunately Sir Ronald Storrs, 
who had provisionally agreed to open 
the Exhibition, was unable to do so 
as he was not in this country and 
we were most grateful to Mr. St. 
Barbe Baker for stepping into the 
breach. A number of important 
tributes to the Faith were obtained 
for inclusion in the Souvenir Booklet. 

Inter-National Assembly Cooperation 

First steps have been taken to
wards Inter-National Assembly co
operation during the Ten Year Cru~ 
sade and the Guardian has made it 
clear that the British National As
sembly will be the consultative body 
for British territories, but for these 
only. Plans for prosecution of the 
Ten Year Plan in Africa are being 
laid. Now we know also the goals of 
the British Communities in Europe 
and Asia and at home in the British 
Isles. We stand at the threshold of 
a mighty period in Baha'i history. 

~----------------~ 

FAITH IN ACTION 

From the bulletin of the RTC of 
Hawaii comes news of an interview 
of two Honolulu believers on a wom
en's program heard on Station 
KGU. Dr. W. R, Shimer, founder of 
the Hawaiian chapter of World 
Brotherhood, recently reported on 
Baha'i pioneer activities in Africa 
during his weekJy radio program on 
intergraup relations news. Maui was 
able to supply a speaker to the Ki
wanis Club, which plans to use ex
cerpts from the writings in a series 
of Hspot" radio announcements. And 
the Islands once again prove their 
claim to the title, "Crossroads of the 
World" with visiting Baha'is drop
ping in from London, U.S.A., Oki
nawa, and Sidney, Australia. 

Three members of the Anchorage, 
Alaska Community journeyed to 
Fairbanks to further the work of the 
RTC there. An illustrated lecture on 
the Temple given at the University of 
Alaska before the International Re
lations Club was well attended_ 

The Baha'i Journal, published by 
the Los Angeles Community reminds 
us that, "Our visit to Chicago and to 
the Temple (for Convention) can be 
an occasion for reminding all our 
friends, families, and contacts that 
we are Baha'is . . . that this is a 
tremendous year in the development 
of our Faith ... that the Baha'i 
World Community is truly world, 
wide, and that representatives from 
remote countries win be in attend
ance." 

The Baha'is in Jamestown, N. Y. 
held a panel discussion on February 
21st on "How Can We Express World 
Brotherhood'!" at the YMCA_ Mem
bers of the panel were non·Baha'is 
from widely differing backgrounds, 
namely: Hawaiian, Indian, Colored, 
French and an American born in 
India. 45 people attended this meet
ing. 

"Words for the World" continue to 
be source of bringing the words of 
Bahat u'Il;3.h to the public. Buffalo, 
New York has reported two broad
casts over WKBW of these records. 
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The Greenacre Youth Camp and 
Adult Camp will be held simultan· 
eously this year from June 15th to 
July 5th, preceding tbe regular Sum· 
mer School Session. All young peo
ple between the ages of fourteen and 
twenty-five are urged to attend this 
Youth Camp to work, study, play and 
contribute valuable services to this 
future University site. The rates a.re 
$15.00 per week and $250 per day. 
Applications should be sent to' Mr. 
Iradj Sabet, 10 So. 38th St., Phila· 
delphia, Pa. 

The Ric;lvan Feast was an occasion 
of great happiness for the San Diego 
Community. Two noteworthy goals 
were achieved-the incorporation ofJ 
their Assembly and the establish
ment of a Spiritual Assembly in their 
goal city teaching project, Chula 
Vista. 

NashviUe, Tennessee Baha'is ob
served RiQ-van with a broadcast over 
Station WLAC(CBS) stressing The 
Promised Day of God. The Nashville 
community planned advance publi~ 

city in the way of advertising, news 
articles, personal cans and hundredSl 
of cards, Copies of the broadcast are 
being mailed to all who requested' 
them and a careful follow-up of all 
leads will be made. 

The Waukesha County Baha'is are 
systematically following up tbe splen· 
did cooperative work they have been 
doing in recent months. Another tele
vision interview over NBC through 
the Milwaukee Journal is anticipated 
for the time of Temple Dedication 
and an illustrated talk on the Temple 
was given at the Waukesha Woman's 
Club on March 28. The groundwork 
for this joint teaching effort was laid 
several months ago by the Brookfield 
Community. 

WHEN YOUTH ARISE 

TO TEACH 

The student religious council at the 
University of Arizona recently spon
sored "Religious Emphasis Week" 
and meetings and, seminars were 
conducted on the campus. The vari
ous houses at the University could 
select the speaker and topic in the 
seminar which tbey wished to hear. 
The Baha'i speaker was booked solid-

ly and spoke at six different hous es 
and delivered the message to over 
two-hundred and fifty students. Since 
that time he has had three invitations 
to speak on the Faith at the various 
young peoples' church groups in Tuc
son. 

At the closing seminar on campus 
five main religions, Catholic, Protest
ant, Mormon, Jewish and Bahci'i, 
each presented ten minute programs 
which brought out the belief of each 
group. The Baha'i speaker had a 
short talk and played "Words for the 
World." 

It is assumed at the University of 
Arizona that there are many of these 
new people called Baha'is. A local 
minister put it this way in a sermon, 
"Do you know where the ?,outb of to· 
day are going? They· are all going 
Baha'it" 

This activity is the result of the 
efforts of the one Baha'i student en
rolled at the University. 

-APRIL NATIONAL YotJ'TH BULLETIN 

--------+. 

BAHA'I SERVICE 
FOR THE BLIND 

This committee is happy to report 
that the Jubilee pamphlet, "The 
Mission of Baha 'u'llah", printed in 
Braille, Grade Two, is now available 
at tbll nominal cost 01 $1.80 a copy. 
This pamphlet can well take its place 
in displays, alongside the :ink-print 
edition. Now, both blind and sighted 
readers will share the opportunity 
to partake of the spiritual uplift of 
this most important Baha'i Jubilee 
literature and to have a copy of the 
Jubilee pamphlet as Ha precious 
souvenir of Baha'i Holy Year". 

Kindly send remittance with order 
to: 

BAHA'i SERVICE FOR THE BLIND 

616 North Oxford Avenue 
Los Angeles 4, California 
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THE FUTURE 
HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

The Baha'i Youth at Green Acre 
Summer School submitted two ques
tions to the Guardian: 

1. Why are there to be no women 
on the Universal House of Justice? 

2, Why are there women serving 
on the International CoW1cil at pres
ent? 

The Guardian's reply through his 
secretary states: "Regarding your 
question, the Master said the wisdom 
of having no woman on the Interna
tional House of Justice, would be-
come manifest in the future, We 
have no other indication than this. 

"At present there are women on 
the International COW1cil. and this 
will continue as long as it exists, but 
when the International House of 
Justice is elected, there will only be 
nlen on it, as this is the Law of the 
Aqdas. H 

NATIONAL YOUTH 
COMMITTEE 

Natio n.1 Youth Conference 
Held March 7·8 

The theme of the Youth conference 
held in March was "Our Last Irre
trievable Chance. I, This theme was 
divided into three topics as follows: 
"Our Special Mission in the Baha'i 
World~ The Divine Plan," "The 
Meritorious Achievements of the 
American Baha'is," and "The Tasks 
Ahead: How Can We Achieve Our 
Goals." 

The division of the theme into 
three panels allowed for a maximum 
of active participation by the youth 
in this important Conference. 

Baha'j College Clubs 
Hold Meetings at Two Universities 

Weekly meetings are being held by 
the Baha'i College Club at North. 
western University, Evanston, il
linois, at the Student Religious Cen
ter. Weekly study classes are also 
being held at Stanford University for 
non-Baha'is. The meetings are well 
attended, and topics are carefully 
selected to s tim ula te and interest 
college students. 
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The Baha'i Faith fnfC1'l'mation Sta
tistical and Comparative, 1844-1952, 
with Supplement, The Ten Year Inter
na tional Baha. 'f Teaching and Con
solidation Plan, 1953-1963, with map 
showing objectives of World Crusade. 
By Shoghi Effendi. This is the new 
statistical material prepared by the 
Guardian and the supplement pre
senting full detail on the Ten Year 
World Crusade outlined in the Guar
dian's October 8th cable. Price each 
with map ....................... $ .75 

Ten Year World Crusade maps sold 
separately. Price each ......... $ .35 

Divine ATt of Living. Light green 
cloth cover with deep green lettering. 
Price .......................... $1. 50 

Six Lessons on Isldm by Marzieh 
Gail. New and valuable material for 
individual, group and Summer School 
study on Mul;lammad and the Qur'an. 
The National Spiritual Assembly re~ 
commends this course for supplying 
background knowledge for pioneers 
during the coming World Crusade. 
40 pp., 8'h x 11, attractive stiff paper 
cover. Price .................... $ .75 

The SpeU of the Temple. By Allen 
McDaniel. A new book written by Mr. 
McDaniel, long associated with the 
construction Df the building. De
scribes erection of the Baha'i House 
of Worship with affection and inter-
est. Illustrated. Price ......... . $2.50 

Baha'i LiteratuTe Catalog - 1953. 
This contains several price changes 
·-a few decreases and several in
creases. The increases are vitally 
necessary due to increased manu
facturing costs, packaging, postage 
and other expenses, all of which are 
considerably higher than in previous 
years. 

Has your community placed its 
copy of Baha'i World, Volume XI in 
your local public or college libraries? 
The recent publicity on the Dedi
cation and Jubilee events has focused 
attention on the Faith throughout the 
country. The many requests from 
writers who are doing research on 
the Baha'i Faith and students pre
paring term papers demonstrate the 
need for this invaluable source book 
on all aspects of the F ai th a vaila ble 
for their research. 

If 

A Baha'i Group in Addis Ababa. on occasion of visit of Mason Bemey. President of 
the IDterna:UonaJ Baha'i CGuncil, Mildred Mottahedeh, New York CUy~ and R. Yazdi. 
following 1heir a1tendance a1 the International Conference at Ka.mpala, Uga.nda, 

Africa. 

Baha'i House of Worship (New 
Edition). By Wm. Kenneth Chris' 
tian. Contains new interior and ex· 
terior photo and three sections en
titled "The Meaning of the Temple", 
"The Faith of Baha'is", and Statisti
cal Data. 8 pps., attractive yellow 
trim. Price ........ Two copies $ .15 

100 copies $6.50 

The Bab's Address to the Letters of 
the Living. This item, listed in the 
new Literature Catalog, is in process 
of manufacture and will be available 
by approximately June 10. 
Price .......................... $ .10 
Fifty copies .................... $4.50 

Early Pilgrimage. By May Max
well. Story of the first group of 
pilgrims from the West to visit 
'Abdu'I-BahO. writen by the mother 
of Rul;liyyih ~l).imum, May Maxwell, 
and containing a photograph of her. 
Also a foreword by Mason Remey. 
First English shipment completely 
exhausted at Conference sales. New 
supply available by approximately 
June 15. 43 pps. Attractive paper 
cover. Price .................. $ .50 

Reel uceel Rate 

BaM', House of Worship - Grey 
Temple folder. This is the 6-page 

grey bordered folder with illustration 
of the Temple. The price has been 
reduced by one-half. 
Price ................ 20 copies $ .50 

(Be sure and state the full title above 
when ordering this item.) 

Out of Stock 

Life Eternal... The recent stock un
expectedly acquired on this book is 
now exhausted. We do not anticipate 
having any future supply. 

Some Answered Questions. This 
book awaits the addition of new ma
terial, an Introduction. When this is 
available to the Publishing Commit
tee the book will go into production. 
Publication date cannot be given at 
this time. 

Prayers and Meditations. This 
book will be reprinted. An announce
ment of pUblication date of new edi
tion will appear in a later issue of 
Baha'i News. 

Please watch Publication Section 
in Baha'i News for all information 
concerning new pUblications, price 
changes. out of stock items and de
livery dates. 
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Well Stocked Libraries 

Well supplied libraries can be a 
major line of attack as well as de
fense in our Crusade to hoist the 
banner of the Kingdom. Let us make 
it a regular part of our program to 
augment the number of libraries hav
ing Baha'i literature and the number 
of Baha'i books in our public and col
lege libraries. 

Holy Days 
May 23, Declaration of the Bab 
May 29, Ascension of Baha'u'lhih 

Feasts: 
May 17-'Azamat. Grandeur 
June 5-Niir, Light 
June 24--Ral:tmat, Mercy 

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS 
AND CHANGES 

LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES 
SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 

(Address mail to recording secretary) 
Mrs. Bernice Stroessler 
42Q2 58th St.. Zone 15 

SANTA MONICA, CALIF. 
Mrs. Doris Aldrich. Sec'y. 
2Il20 llst St., Apt. 1 

CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 
Mr. Edgar G. Harris, Sec'y. 
208 W. Ells Ave. 

DULUTH, MINN. 
Mrs. Virginia Peterson, Sec'y. 
1433 N. 8th Ave" E, 

TACOMA, WASH. 
(Correction in address) 
Mrs. Elizabeth Johnson, Sec'y, 
414 S. Tacoma Ave., Zone 3 

NATIONAL COMMITTEES 
YOUTH NORTHEASTERN AREA 

Miss Carol Kelsey. Sec'y. 
502 Grenville Ave. 
West Englewood, New Jersey 

MAY, 1953 

Members of the Local Spiritual Assembly of the Bah3.'is of Ismallia, Egypt;. 

Arlington, Virginia, Misfi Patricia Bryson 
to 1st Lt. McLaren Ian Phillips, Jr., 
March 6, 1953 

EI Paso County, Colo., Miss Elizabeth 
M. Lindstrom to Mr. Charles Wm. 
Ducker, March 10, 1953 

New York, N.Y., Miss Iris Glass to Mr. 
Hassan Tarafdar, March 5, 1953 

Berkeley, Calif., Mrs. Beatrice B. Cor
nell to Mr. Charles Rinde, February 
10, 1953 

Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Ethel Healani 
Alama to Mr. Tracy C. Hamilton, 
March 21~ 1953 

Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Arden Gehrke 
t.o Mr. Raymond J. McMahon, March 
21, 1953 

Los Angeles. Calif., Mrs. Eda Rae 
Bracken to Mr. Frank G. Keith, Jr., 
March 29, 1953 

Helena, Montana, Miss Esther James to 
Mr. Gerhard Burner, August, 1952 

San Francisco, Calif., Miss Elinore Stuf
flebeam to Mr. George Putney, Feb
ruary 14, 1953 

Death proffereth Wlto every confident 
believer the cup that is life indeed. It 
bestoweth joy and is the bearer of glad
ness. It con1erreth the gift of everlasting 
hfe. 

-Baha'u'llah 
Mrs. Grace Proudfoot, Los Angeles, 

Calif.. February 23, 1953 
Mrs. Theresa French, New York, N.Y., 

October 6, 1952 
Mr. Harvey Green, Columbus, Ohio, 

March 3, 1953 
Mr. J. A. Hunnicutt, Greenville, So. 

Carolina, March 3, 1953 
Mrs. Josephine Spink, Muskegon Heights, 

March 21, 1953 

Mrs. Bertha Spicer, Lima. Ohio, March, 
1953 

Mrs. Florence Morten, Worcester, Mass., 
April 3. 1953 

Mrs. Mary A. Stone. Brattleboro, Ver
mont, April 3, 1953 

Mrs. Eva R. Crawiord, Denver, Col
orado. March 19, 1953 
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pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans. news items and photographs o:f general interest are requE!sted from national committees and local assemblies 
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"THE PARAMOUNT ISSUE 
CHALLENGING PROSECUTORS 
OF THE TEN YEAR PLAN" 

(On) occasion (of the) sixty-first 
Anniversary (of the) Ascension (of) 
Baha'u'llllh, (on the) morrow (of the) 
opening, initial phase (of the) mo
mentous World Crusade, call upon 
His followers (in) all continents (to) 
allow no Slackening, nay, (to) insure 
acceleration (of the) marvelous mo
mentum generated (by the) historic 
celebrations climaxing (the) festiv
ities (of) H<>ly Year. (The) dispersal, 
immediate, determined. sustained 
(and) universal, throughout (the) un
opened territories (of the) planet, (is 
the) paramount issue challenging 
(the) spirit (and) resources (of the) 
privileged prosecutors (of the) Ten
Year Plan (in the) course (of the) 
current year. 

All National Assemblies (are) 
urged (to) give it priority assign
ments (in their) national budg
ets. (The) chief executors (of) 
'Abdu'l-Bahil's Plan, (by) virtue (of 
the) primacy conferred (in) His Tab
lets, (are) accorded (the) preroga
tive (to) stimulate (the) vital pro
cess (of the) dispersal through (the) 
dispatch, in addition (to) their allot
ed tasks, (of) pioneers (to the) vir
gin territories alloc a ted (to their) 
sister communities East (and) West. 

Once again (I) appeal (to) mem
bers (of) all communities (to) arise 
(and) enlist, ere (the) present oppor
tunity (is) irretrievably lost, (in the) 
army (of) Baha'u'llah's crusaders. 
(The) hour (is) ripe (to) disencum
ber themselves (of) worldly vanities, 
(to) mount (the) steed (of) stead
fastness, unfurl (the) banner (of) re-

nunciation, don (the) armor (of) 
utter consecration (to) God's Cause, 
gird themselves (with the) girdle (of 
a) chaste (and) holy life, unsheathe 
(the) sword (of) Baha'u'll .. h's utter
ance, buckle on (the) shield (of) His 
love carry as sole provision implicit 
trust (in) His promise, flee (their) 
homelands, (and) scatter far (and) 
wide (to) capture (the) unsurrend
ered territories (of the) entire planet. 

Would to God (that) Baha'; war
riors six score (and) ten, (the) num
ber, ~equired (to) fill (the) gaps (in 
the) still Wlconquered territories (of 
the) globe, (will) promptly arise 
(and) enroll themselves (to) achieve 
(the) goals ere (the) conclusion (of 

the) opening year (of the) decade
long, greatest collective enterprise 
since (the} memorable episodes as
sociated (with the) Dawn-Breakers 
(of the) Heroic Age. 

Planning (to) inscribe, (in) chron
ological order, (the) names (of the) 
spiritual conquerors (on an) ill umi
nated Roll (of) Honor, to be deposit
ed (at the) entrance door (of the) 
inner Sanctuary (of the) Tomb (of) 
Baha.'utllah, (as a) permanent me
mori al (of the) contribu lion (by the) 
champions (of) His Faith (at the) 
victorious conclusion (of the) open
ing campaign (of the) Global Cru
sade (which is) destined (to) attain 
consummation (at the) Most Great 

p ...... 
.. •••••••••• •• •••• •••••• 4 

Main ApproELch to ihe Shrine of Bahi·u'llah. at Bahji taken from in front of the Shrine, 
showing the beautlful entrance gate to the Harami-Aqdas. 

••••••••••••••••• ••• t •••• ... ., 
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Views of the new enh'ance 1;0 the Shrine of Bahifu']hi.h a.t Baldi Dear Acca~ l$l'-.el. Photo at rilfht shows the beautiful deb" of 
new entrance gate . 

•••••• ••••••• ++.++++++ •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Jubilee commemorating (the) Cente
nary (of the) Declaration (of) His 
Mission. Anticipate making periodic 
announcements (of the) names (of 
the) valiant knights upon (their) ar
rival (at their) posts (to) discharge 
(their) historic missions, 

Share message National Assem
blies (of the) Baha'i World. 

Haifa, Israel 
May 28, 1953 

"STRONGLY URGE 
INTENDING PIONEERS" 

-8HOGHl 

Strongly urge intending pioneers 
scatter as widely as possible, settle 
even territories, islands not specific
ally assigned United States. Prompt 
opening vir gin territories highly 
meritorious, extremely urgent, vital 
prerequisite insure triumphant con
clusion opening phase Global Cru
sad'e prerogative chie1 executors 
'Abdu'l-Baha's Plan. May enrolled 
pioneers arise (and) confirm primacy 
American Baha'i community playing 
preponderating role (in) initial stage 
(of) spiritual conquest (of) unopened 
territories (and) islands (of the) 
planet. 

Haifa, Israel 
May 13, 1953 

--SHOGHl 

OPENING THE 
WORLD CRUSADE 
(COMME.NTARY: NATIONA.L SPIRITUAL ASSEMBL.Y) 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 
In the two cablegrams published 

above, dated May 13 and May 28, 
the great Commander of our Baha'i 
forces throughout the world has sig
nalled the first, decisive advance. He 
calls upon the believers of East and 
West to arise and volunteer for pi
oneer service in some unoccupied 
territory of those listed in the World 
Crusade. The first challenge is to the 
spirit of faith within the individual 
Baha'i - a challenge which we can
not put aside as something for the 
collective body to undertake. 

Pioneering is the supreme asser
tion of faith in Baha1u'll.tlh, the most 
heroic expression of the will to obey 
His C all. It is not an institutional 
action. The pioneer acts as a human 
being, one man or one woman, in 
determination to help establish the 
Kingdom on earth in its destined 
time of triumph. 

Most notable in these messages is 
their expres sian of urgency. Now is 
the time. This is the thing to do. 

Next we perceive that the primacy 
conferred upon America by the Mas
ter is conditioned upon the measure 

of our own deeds in the World Cru
sade from now until 1963. Yester
day's action does not weigh in the 
balance now held. One hundred thir
ty-one unoccupied territories await. 
One hundred thirty-one valiant pion
eers can bring the light of the Faith 
to all these areas of the globe. This 
is the first action of the Crusade. 

One notes likewise that Baha'is of 
the United States are not to think 
only of those places definitely as
signed to our community in the Cru
sade plan. We are held responsible 
for the placing of pioneers in all one 
hundred thirty-one territories-that 
is, in every area assigned to another 
National Assembly which that As
sembly cannot allocate to a pioneer 
from its own community, a pioneer 
from the United States is to settle. 

One hundred and thirty-one pioneer 
settlements before April 30, 1954: 
that is what the Baha'is of the world 
are given to do. 

What greater evidence of the ur
gency, the vital importance, the 
glory of this first step in world re
generation, than the Guardian's plan 
of inscribing the names of the World 
Crusade pioneers on an illuminated 
Roll of Honor, in chronological or
der, and depositing this Roll as a 
permanent Memorial at the entrance 
door of the inner Sanctuary of the 
Tomb of Bahil'u'llilhl 
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All those pioneers who volunteered 
their services at the All·America In
tercontinental Conference, or since, 
or who made their offer before the 
Conference convened, have received 
a questionnaire providing for very 
important information. As these aTe 
filled out and returned to the N a
tional Assembly, they aTe carefully 
gone over by a special committee t 

sorted out, and prepared for distrib
ution to the various Intercontinental 
Teaching Committees. 

In order that all our facilities and 
resources may be concentrated on 
the work of the World Crusade. the 
National Spiritual Assembly has ap
pointed a Western Hemisphere Teach
ing Committee, a European Teaching 
Committee, an Africa Teaching 
Committee, and an Asia Teaching 
Committee, each having responsi
bility for the different aspects of 
the World Crusade Plan within its re
spective area. 

For the work within the United 
States. a new teaching structure has 
been created, consisting of a N a
tional Teaching Committee and a 
number of Area Teaching Commit
tees. This simplifies the structure 
by eliminating one level of adminis
trative action and contributes to the 
resources of te aching by freeing 
hundreds of trained and devoted be
lievers from obligations in connec
tion with the former Regional Com
IIlittees. 

There are, therefore, five World 
Crusade Teaching Committees, since 
the National Teaching Committee, 
with its Area Teaching Committees, 
has World Crusade goals to attain 
within our own community. Each of 

Views of the construction of the 
Shrine of the B8.b shOwing scafJold-
1ng erected preparatory to comple
tion of final work on the Dom-e. The 
center view is taken from Ole west
ern approacbes of the Ga.rdeos. 
showing the Dome ready for pour
in,," of concrete for base of the 

golden tiUes, 

these Committees will announce its 
general plans and report regularly 
on its activities through SARA'f 
NEWS. 

BABA~f NEWS, as the organ of 
World Crusade activity and plan
ning-since news of the work of 
other National Assemblies will be 
featured-becomes the indispensible 
link between the Baha'i and the new 
world of the Kingdom. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

"ESTEEMED VETERAN 
OF FAITH" 

"Share grief (at) passing (of) es
teemed veteran (of) Faith. Maria 
Ioas. Soul rejoicing (in the) Abha 
Kingdom (at the) services rendered 
(by her) dear son (at the) World 
Center (of the) Faith (in the) triple 
function (of) Hand (of the) Cause, 
Secretary·General (of the) Council 
(and) Supervisor (of) construction 
(of the) dome (of the) Bab's Sepul· 
chre." 

-SHOGHI 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
GUARDIAN TO THE FIRST 
IT ALO-SWISS CONVENTION, 
FLORENCE, APRIL 23-26. 1953 

3 

Hail (with) feelings (of) joy pride 
(and) gratitude (the) convocation 
amidst (the) celebrations (of the) 
Holy Year (in the) heart (of the) 
Italian peninsula (the) first historic 
Baha'i Convention, comprising (the) 
elected delegates (of the) steadily 
unfolding highly promising Italian
Swiss Baha'i comrnWlities. Acclaim 
(the) gathering (of the) fairest fruit 
(of the) initial enterprise launched 
(in the pursuance (of) 'Abdu·l-Bahit·s 
Divine Plan (in the) European conti
nent. Heartily congratulate (the) as
sembled representatives (of these) 
two outstanding communities (of the) 
ten European goal countries (in the) 
rapid rise (of the) administrative orA 
der (of the) Faith (in the) heart 
(and) south (of the) continent, enab
ling them (to) outstrip (their) sister 
communities (and to) set (the) ex
ampl" (by the) erection (of a) pillar 
(of the) Universal House (of) Jus
tice (the) third (in) Europe (and) 
twelfth (in the BaM'i World. (The) 
National Assembly now being con
stituted (is) regarded (as a) step
ping stone (in the) formation (of the) 
course (of the) impending decade
long crusade (of) two independent 
National Spiritual Assemblies. des
tined (to) each lend (an) impetus (to 
the) unfoldment (and) consolidation 
(of) BaM'u'l!ilh's embryonic World 
Order. 

(This) infant institution (is) investA 
ed (on the) morrow (of) its emer· 
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View at left shows base of the Dome of the Shrine of the Bab with first 4:5 golden tlles in position; siD.&"le tile at. right of photo 
marks ftLe place where the Beloved Guard1a.n reveJ'ently imbedded, within a. silver case~ a piece of the plasier from the ceiling
of the prison room at Mih-Ku where the Bib WlLS incarcerated. The Guardian a1so set this golden Ule. The view at right is of a 

gence (with) two vital functions, (to) 
stimulate (the) propagation (of the) 
Faith (and to) consolidate (its) in
stitutions (over the) length (and) 
breadth (of) Switzerland (and the) 
Italian Peninsula. (The) Ten Year 
Plan (the) newly born National Spir
itual Assembly (is) called upon (to) 
prosecute involves, first, (the) for
mation (and) incorporation (of) in
dependent National Spiritual As.
semblies (in) Italy (and) Switzer
land, second, (the) consolidation (of 
the) Faith (on the) island (of) Cor
sica, third, (the) opening (of the) 
virgin territories (of) Sicily, Sar
dinia, Rhodes, San Marino, Monaco 
(and) Lichtenstein. Fourth, quad
rupling (the) number (of) local spir
itual assemblies, trebling (the) num
ber (of) localities (in) Italy (and) 
Switzerland, fifth, (the) purchase 
(of) land (in the) city (of) Rome (in) 
anticipation (of the) first MasjJriqu'l
Acl!tkilr (of) Italy, sixth, (the) incor
poration (of the) spiritual assemblies 
(of the) leading cities (in) each coun
try, seventh, (the) establishment (of) 

bell CroWD of tbe lantern of the Dome, 

National I:Ia~iratutl-Quds (in) Rome 
(and) Bern, eighth, (the) establish
ment (of the) first joint, subsequently 
separate summer schools, ninth, 
(the) establishment (of) national en
dowments (in) Italy (and) Switzer
land, tenth, (the) formation (of a) 
European teaching committee em
powered (to) stimulate (and) coor
dinatp. (the) activities initiated (for 
the) promotion (of the) tea ching 
phase (of the) plan. 

Fervently praying (that the) stren
uous tasks shouldered (by the) 
youngest National Spiritual Assem
bly (of the) Baha'i World (will) be 
befittingly discharged, enabling it 
(to) contribute (a) distinct share (in 
the) world wide festivities which will 
commemorate (the) Hundredth Anni
versary (of the) Declaration (of) 
Baha.'u'llah'g Mission (in the) city 
(of) Bag)ldad. 

(Signed) SKOCln 

(Complete Report on the Italo
S\viss Convention on Page 7.) 

INFORMATION FOR 
PROSPECTIVE PIONEERS 

Before, during and since the Inter
continental Conference, a gratifying 
number of Baha'is have offered to 
pioneer. These friends, as well as be
lievers who volunteer from now on, 
are being supplied with a letter of 
grateful appreciation and a Ques
tionnaire to be filled out and re
turned promptly to the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

The details provided by the Ques
tionnaire are essential information 
for the various World Crusade Com
mittees who will conduct the new 
projects in the Americas, Africa, Eu
rope and the Orient. All Question
naires received by the National As
sembly will be referred to the prop
er committee for further action. 

Pioneering is the most urgent, 
compelling and glorious of Baha'i 
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Delegates and Friends a.t the Mth a.nnal Bahi'i ConventJon and Jubilee Week Celebrations held In New Delhi, Indla, from April 
2i 10 May 2. 1951 • 
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services at this time, as all who at
tended the Conference and heard the 
Guardiants Messages are thoroughly 
aware. A tidal wave of new spiritual 
energy sweeps through the Baha'i 
community, creating forceful deter
mination to win the supreme victory 
of 1963. 

-NATIONAL SPmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA 
Nine new Baha'i comrnWlities 

have been established in Germany 
during the past year, as one of the 
goals of their Five-Year Plan. This 
has been possible only through the 
greatest sacrifice, dedication and co
operative effort of isola ted Baha'is, 
established communities and pi
oneers. The new communities are 
Ebingen, Ulm, Giessen. Heilbronn, 
Freiburg i. Breisgau, Ludwigsburg, 
Bad Canstat!. Tiibingen and Bonn 
raising to twenty·four the number of 
local Spiritual Assemblies now estab· 
lished in Germany and Austria. Two
fifths of the work that contributed to 
the success of the Five-Year Plan 
was done in the last year. 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Third Central American Convention 
Held at Havana 

The National Convention of Cen· 
tral America was held in Havana, 
Cuba, on April 23. 24 and 25, followed 
by school sessions· on April 26 and 
27. A public meeting was held on 
April 25th. 

Baha'i in the News 
Spotlight, a widely circulated Eng

lish magazine in Jamaica, pub· 
lished an illustrated article on the 
Baha'i Faith, and on the Internation
al Events taking place. 

Weekly Broadcasts in Panama City 
Radio Station, The Voice of Pan

ama, is giving 15 minutes of free 
time for weekly Baha'i broadcasts in 
Panama City. 

Panama Communities Consult 
On World Crusade 

An Inter.community meeting was 
held on February 8 with friends at
tending from the cities of Colan, Pa
nama, and the group in the Canal 
Zone, 

Mr. George T. Daniels of the Spe
cial Area in Caribbean Section, 
Trusteeship Division of the United 
Nations, spoke at the morning ses
sion, and told of some of his activ
ities. 

The Guardian's cable of October 8, 
1952. Launching the World Embrac
ing Spiritual Crusade, was the prin· 
cipal topic of the program. This was 
divided into the following parts to fa
cilitate study: The World Center. 
Consolidation, and Extension of the 
Faith during 1953 to 1963. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Third South American Convention 
at Lima, Peru 

The Third South American Con· 
vention was held in Lima, Peru, 
from April 22 to April 25. The Con
vention was preceded by a three-day 
Convention School. Two public meet
ings were held during the Conven. 
tion. 

The following National Spiritual 
Assembly was elected for the com
ing year: Mrs, Margot Worley, Miss 
Mercedes Sanchez. Mrs. Gayle Wool
son, Miss Dorothy Campbell. Mrs. 
F abienne Guillon. Mr. Jorge Bej ar • 
Miss Eve Nicklin, Mr. Edmund Mies
sler, Mr. Athas Costas. 

FAITH 
Faith is a great and important 

factor oj achievement. Enlightened 
jaith has, in addition to the auto
motive power wnich even a blind 
zeal bestows, the perfect cha'rt for 
arriving at the aimed-foT goals. 
From "The Next Hundred Years" by 
Stanwood Cobb, BaM'i World Vol. XI 
- Page 685. 
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A Week of Jubilee Events at New Delhi, India 

View at left is of the World Government Forum at New Delhi, lodia with Shri Jaipal Singh, M.P. spea.king and .James B. Orrick. 
Director of UN lDformatioD Center at New Delhi, Shri M. Anantbasayanam Ayya.ngar. Deputy Speaker of the Indian Parliament, 
Shri A. Rahman of the National Baha!' Assembly of India, Pakistan and Burma, Dr. Anup Singh,. M.P •• seated. at the right. 
At right are shown participants in the AU Faiths Convention, Mr. Mehdi Samirni of Iran, Shrl A. Rahman, and HOD. RajkumarJ 

Amrit Kaur. Minister of Health ot India, as presiding chairman. 

Symposium on the Status of Women, witb Miss Monira Yagan
egi, Mrs. Rukmini Devi Arondale, Begum. Aiuz Rasul, 
Chairman. Mrs. Manmohini Seh«al, and .ft.lrs. Sushama Sen. 

Another view of the All Faitbs Convention 

Director of UN Information 
at New Delhi Speaks 

The Baha'is of India celebrated the Centenary 
period with a week of outstanding events that in
cluded an All Faiths Convention, a Forum on World 
Government, a Symposium on the Status of Women 
and the 24th Annual BaM'j Convention. 

The Forum on World Government included Mr. 
James B. Orrick, Director of UN Information Cen~ 
ter at New Delhi, Shri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyang~ 
ar, Deputy Speaker of the Indian Parliament 
(Chairman), Shri A. Rahman of the National Baha'! 
Assembly of India, Pakistan and Burma, Dr. Anup 
Singh, M.P. and Shri Jaipal Singh, M.P. The Janu. 
ary, 1953 issue of BAHA'! NEWS (page 11) carries 
a report on a farewell party given by the Baha'is in 
New York City for Mr. Orrick, Chief of the Depart. 
ment of Public Information for the UN Non-Govern
mental Organizations, just before his departure for 
New Delhi. 

The deliberations of the All Faiths Convention 
held on April 30 were presided over by Hon. 
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Minister of Health, of the 
Government of India. Mehdi Samimi of fran and 
Mr. A. Rahman of the National Baha'i Assembly of 
India, Pakistan and Burma also took part. 

Another significant event was the Symposium on 
the Status of Women with Miss Monira Yaganegi of 
Poona, Mrs. Rukmini Devi Arundale, Begum Aizaz 
Rasul (Chairman), M.Ps .• Mrs. Manmohini Sehgal 
and Mrs. Sushama Sen, M.P. participating. 

General Sir Gerald Templar sent a letter from 
the King's House, Kuala Lumpur, Malaya, to the 
Centenary Celebration, containing the following 
message: 

"On behalf of the five million people of all races 
and faiths in the Federation of Malaya. I wish the 
1953 Centenary Celebrations of the BaM'i Faith all 
possible success and I hope and feel sure that your 
endeavours will bring closer that era of universal 
fellowship and peace whiCH we are all striving, in 
our different ways, to bring about." 
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Friends a.nd delegates ga.thered for the First Italo-Swiss Convention at Florence, Italy, APril 23-26, 1953. 

THE FIRST ITALO-SWISS 
CONVENTION -
FLORENCE, ITALY 

"URGE CONVOCATION RII;lVAN 
, . . . CITY FLORENCE (UPON 
THE) OCCASION FESTIVITIES 
BAHA'I HOLY YEAR FIRST CON
VENTION .... " 

On the evening of April 23, 1953, 
these words of the beloved Guar
dian took form as the Italian and 
Swiss Friends clasped hands in the 
"City of the Lily"-in the "City of 
the Spirit"! 

Joyous yet awesome feelings filled 
the heart as we entered the inner 
court of the Palazzo Solemhene, 
monument of the Renaissance, and 
gazed up the taU columns to the 
arched frescoes framing them. Re
naissance!-were we not here to 
herald the rehirth of the spirit? 
Columns I-were we not here to erect 
the "Twelfth Pillar" in the celestial 
plan of the same Divine Artist who 
inspired a Michelangelo and Leon
ardo, a Dante and Galileo? 

Up the sweeping stairway, in the 
home of Mrs. Marion Little, Conven
tion Arrangements Chairman, where 
the Friends were being welcomed, 
the answer beamed from every face. 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 
the United States was officially there 
too, in the cherished person of Miss 
Edna True, its Recording Secretary, 
and a bit later in Mr. Paul Haney, its 
Chairman, flying in from Haifa, ex
uberant with the love he was trans
porting from the Guardian to all of 
the Friends. 

At 9:30 the following morning, in 
that utmosphere of consecration pe
culi::tr to impending great events, 
Mr. Haney opened the Convention, 
Dr. Ugo Giachery, Hand of the Cause 
of God, recIting 'Abdu'l-Bahfl's Visi
tatioil Tablet:-"'Lord . , ... make 
me as dust in the pathway of Thy 
loved ones .. , . !" The Master who 
had Jived these words, was 1istening, 
for today no lesser responsibility de
volves. upon every member of a dedi
cated Bahil'i World Community. 

Firs-t transmitting the loving wish
es of the Guardian, the National Spir-

itual Assembly of the United States 
and the entire American Community. 
Mr. Haney stressed the historic im
portance of the rising Twelfth Pillar 
of the Universal House of Justice, 
and the unique distinction of its erec
tion in this Holy Year, recalling too, 
as impetus to the Friends, the fol
lowing promise given Baha 'u'Uah in 
Siyah-C..Ml: - "E re long will God 
raise up the treasures of the earth
men who will aid Thee through Thy
self and through Thy Name ... ," 

Mi.s True thEll called the Roll of 
Delegates, which revealed eighteen 
present, one absent. Preceded by 
prayer, the election of permanent 
Convention officers took place, with 
Dr. Ugo Giachery elected Chairman 
and Mrs. Anne Lynch, Secretary. 

In throbbing expectation the forty
eight Friends present heard the 
Guardian's Convention Message with 
its ten vital assignments, all to be 
consummated in the decade ahead. 
What glory had suddenly come to 
our young Corom unity, to be charged 
with the spiritual destiny of other 
lands ~ In this signal Message, the 



Guardian's words of encouragement 
rise to words of challenge, and these 
to words of hope, culminating in VIC
TORY. I quote but three excerpts 
from its upward-surging contents, 
since the complete text is given else
where in this issue:-

"HAIL FEELINGS JOY PRIDE 
GR ATIT UD E CONVOCATION 
AMIDST CELEBRATIONS HOLY 
YEAR HEART ITALIAN PENIN
SULA FIRST HISTORIC BAHA'! 
CONVENTON COM P R I SI NG 
ELECTED DELEGATES STEAD
ILY UNFOLDING HIGHLY 
PROMISING ITALIAN - SWISS 
BAHA'! COMMUNITIES" 
"CONSOLIDATION FAITH IS
LAND CORSICA .... OPENING 
VIRGIN TERRITORIES SICILY 
SARDINIA RHODES SAN MAR
INO MONACO LICHTENSTEIN" 
FERVENTLY PRAYING STREN
UOUS TASKS SHOULDERED 
YOUNGEST NATIONAL SPIRIT
UAL ASSEMBLY BAHA'I WORLD 
BE BEFITTINGLY DISCHARGED 
ENABLING IT CONTRIBUTE DIS
TINCT SHARE WORLD - WIDE 
FESTIVITIES WHICH WILL COM
MEMORATE HUNDREDTH AN
N IV E R S A R Y DECLARATION 
BiIJiA'U'LLAH'S MISSION CITY 
BAGHDAD." 

Lively discussion of the Guardian's 
Message quickly fanned the pioneer~ 
ing urge into flame. The spirit of uni
fied action mounted, reaching a high 
point when Mr. Shahpour Rassekh 
recommended setting the Temple 
Land Fund for Rome into motion 
"here and nowt!! With one acclaim 
the idea was adopted! The realiza
tion that the infant AssemblY would 
be assuming responsibilities as defi
nite as those of its eleven sister Pil
lars, grew still more vivid as Mr. 
Haney gave the four objectives which 
the Guardian has made the common 
cause of all National Assemblies in 
the ("oming World Crusade:-namely, 
1) the development of the institutions 
at the World Center; 2) the consoli
dation and strengthening of the Faith 
in the twelve territories having Na
tio!lal Spiritual Assemblies; 3) the 
consoHdation of the Faith in all terri
tories already opened to it, and 4) 
the opening of the rem aining vir gin 
territories of the entire planet. 

The Europ'ean Teaching Commit
tee~s fledglings, soon to soar on their 
o:wn power, fluttered a hit at the 
magnitude of their new tasks. At just 
this moment Miss True arose and 
read the European Teaching Com~ 
mitee's congratulatory message with 
its exhilarating spirit of confidence 
and faith in the young Assembly. 
Other heartening messages from 
East and West followed. 

C,onsultation concerning National 
Endowments led to a recommenda
tion that the new National Spiritual 
Assembly study the proper method 
of making a will. and issue the ne
cessary instructions to all of the 
Friends. Mr. Haney spoke in detail 
on the Institution of the National 
Fund, pointing out the Assembly's 
obligations in this direction. "Though 
the Baha'i viewpoint on finances is 
new and different." he remarked, 
"in that all contributions are volun~ 
tary. yet the Fund remains, as the 
Guardian has said, 'the bedrock on 
which all other institutions must ne
cessarily rest and be established.' 
Viewed purely through human eyes, 
the work thus far accomplished in 
the Cause and embracing the devel~ 
opment of its institutions, appears, 
in relation to the number of its mem
bers, an impossibility. Only through 
sacrifice and whole-hearted devotion 
have the results we see before us, 
been achieved. The Convention in 
Florence is an example of the fruit 
of such sacrifice. 'All must contri
bute.' the Guardian recently re
marked, 'for this signifies unity. Not 
the size of the contribution but the 
degree of sacrifice is the important 
thing.' " 

Evening brought the hallowed joy 
of the Ri<;lviin Feast. In the Grand 
Hoters gleaming salon this "Festival 
of God" was held. Here myriads of 
rose-hued Jights merged with the 
deep rose azaleas that lined the p0-

dium and with the vari-colored roses 
that betokened Ri<;lviin. If this earth
ly beauty spoke to us of heaven, 
what, then, was the transcendent 
visi-;:m of Bahfl:u'll<lh as he uttered 
His Ri<;lvim Call:- "Guide then, the 
people unto the Garden of Delight 
which God hath made the throne of 
His Paradise!" 

Strains of Bach preceded the hap
py words of greeting and gratitude 
expre~sed by Mrs. Marion Little and 
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Mrs. Gladys Vautier, charming Co
chairmen of the evening, and by Mr. 
Guilio Jacoviello. Deeply impressive 
Ri<;lvim excerpts from the Holy Writ
ings were read in various tongues 
by eighteen of the Friends. The maj
or talk of the evening -"The Signi· 
ficance of the Ric;lv8.n Feast", was 
presented by Mr. Paul Haney, whose
glowing description of the Ridvan 
celebration which he was privil~ged 
to experience on April 21 in the 
presence of the beloved Guardian, 
the Friends and Pilgrims, warmed 
every heart. "The Feast of Ridvan" 
Mr. Haney remarked, His th~ most 
auspicious event in the history of 
the worJd, since it marks the declar
ation of Baha'u'IIa_h, the Supreme 
Manifestation of God for the next 
500,000 years. Especially significant 
is the RirJvan of 1953 occurring in the 
heart of the Holy Year, which com
memorates the birth of Baha.'u'llab.'s 
Mission and launches the World Cru
sad~." 

Music closed the formal program 
but the evening held still another un
forgettable hour as we gathered 
about tiny tables and mingled ma
terial and. spiritual refreshment. As 
parting gift the heaping basket-bou
quet was passed, and each Friend 
drew the rose of his favorite color
a Ri<;ivfm rose! 

On Saturday morning, April 25, the 
mom.tntous event glimpsed in per
spe::!tive for more than a year - the 
form.a.tion of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Italy and 
Switzerland - suddenly rose before 
us. Divine privilege and divine re
sponsibility joined hands in the great· 
est spiritual opportunity ever to enter 
our Daha;'i lives! A majestic World 
Crusade already beckons lIFor~ 

ward"! Forward in the heroic deter
mination e~ressed by our beloved 
Guardian:-"Never to flinch, never 
to hesita te, never to relax"! 

Following the helpful spiritual and 
administrative counsel on election 
procedure given by Mr. Haney, Miss 
True and Dr. Giachery, the honored 
Delegates, fortified by prayer, cast 
their ballots for the new Assembly. 
Results showed the following mern
bership:- Dr. Ugo Giachery, Mr. 
Friedrich Schar, Dr. Alessandro Bau
sani, Mrs. Marion Little, Prof. Mario 
Fiorentini, Mrs. Anna Kunz, Mrs. 
Stella Lanzar, Mrs. Anne Lynch, Miss 
Elsa Steinmetz. 



BAHA'I NEWS 

Much interest was excited among 
the Friends as our Chairman showed 
the new statistical booklet prepared 
by the Guardian covering the devel
opment of the Faith to date and out
lining the plan for universal ex
pansion in the next ten years. In 
viewing the overwhelming "World 
Crusade Map" depicting the foreign 
assignments allotted the twelve Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies for ex
ecuticn, one gives thanks for the 
assurance of 'Abdu'l-Baha, that "no 
capacity is ] imi ted when led by the 
Spirit of God". 

A surprise gift, rare in historical 
interest, was sent by the Guardian 
through Dr. Giachery, and consisted 
of two Tablets written by 'Abdu'l
Bah'; shortly before His passing, to 
Mrs. J. A. Burr of Florence, the first 
Believer in this city and the first to 
kindle the light of the Cause of Italy. 

Eleven ~'Letters of Acclamation" 
written by our eleven sister National 
Assemblie3 - each individual in 
style - each glowing with warm 
welcome, with affection and encour
agement, were read by Miss True 
and Mr. Haney, who then presented 
them, handsomely bound in leather, 
to the new Assembly for "permanent 
inspiration". 

"ADVISE EUROPEAN TEACH
ING COMMITTEE UPON CON
SUMMATION GLORIOUS ISSUE 
FORMAL INVITATION THEIR 
SPIRITUAL OFFSPRING NEWLY 
EMERGED NATIONAL ASSEM
BLY PARTICIPATE TOGETHER 
SISTER NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES 
UIDTED STATES BRITISH ISLES 
GERMANY INTERCONTINEN
TAL CONFERENCE AUGUST 
SAME YEAR CAPITOL CITY 
SWEDEN!" 

Dreams DO come true! This thrill
ing proposal in the Guardian's Mess
age of March 9, 1952, became the 
reality he foresaw, as Miss True read 
the ETC's loving letter of invitation 
to Stockhol m. 

Joyous excitement took no end r A 
heavy gift-package revealed the new 
AssemblY's Official Seal, engraved in 
three languages - Italian, French 
and German - presented by the 
ETC, Ardently we hope that in the 
varying hours ~f light and shadow 
in the Holy Crusade, its imprint 
may accompany news of countless 
victories - heroic, selfless acts in 

tribute to the "Commander of the 
Divine Plan"! 

Nor did the ETC forget a gift sup
ply of Credential Cards for inter
national travel. Spiritual passports 
for dauntless Crusaders! 

Expressing infinite gratitude to the 
ETC and the National Spiritual As
sembly, United States, through Miss 
True and lVIr. Haney, whose guidance 
was dill to be our chief ally at the 
initial meeting of the newly born As
sembly at the Grand Hotel Saturday, 
our Chairman appointed Mrs. Fritzi 
Shaver and Miss Honor Kempton as 
temporary Chairman and Secretary 
respectively, supplanting himself and 
Mrs. Anne Lynch. Saturday after
noon's Convention session dealing 
with Teaching Work, brought out 
such salient recommendations as the 
use of vacations for teaching pur
poses and the development of a brief 
history of the Faith in Italy, Switzer
land, and Corsica. 

A Eltudy course on the Covenant 
prepared by Mrs. Anne Lynch, based 
on excerpts from the Will and Testa
ment of 'Abdu'l-Baha, was presented 
Saturday evening. Special emphasis 
was (aid upon the high moral respon
sibility of the individual Baha'i. 
Paralleling this splendid course, Mrs. 
Teresina Gasperi-Campani spoke 
Sunday morning on the Administra
tive Order, stressing particularly the 
position of the Guardian. 

A spirit of love and enthusiasm 
filled the cup to overflowing, when, in 
the heart of the discussion. the be
loved Guardian's Cable in response 
to our Convention Message, was pre
sented by Dr. Giachery:-

"DEEPLY APPRECIATE MESS
AGE WELCOME NOBLE DETER
MINATION LOVE SHOGHI" 

At our parting session Sunday af
ternoon, and with the Guardian's 
Convention Message as keynote, Dr. 
Giachery reviewed the high points of 
our First Italo-Swiss Convention. 
"Six years ago," he remarked, "who 
would have dre:3.med that we should 
meet in Florence today; and that our 
two countries would be joined in an 
undertaking whose vastness leaves 
us aghast? Let each one of us take 
inventory and realize what his share 
in effort, dedication and sacrifice 
must be! 

The officers of the Assembly wert" 
then annour.ced;-

Dr. Ugo Giachery, Chairman 
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Mr. Friedrich Schar, Vice-Chair
.man 

Mrs. Anna Kunz, Secretary 
Miss Elsa Steinmetz, Recording 

Secretary 
Mrs. Anne Lynch, Treasurer 
Prof. Mario Fiorentini, Assistant 

Treasurer 

The National Office is to be located at 
the home of Mrs. Anna Kunz, Secre
tary, 38 Ramistrasse, Zurich L 

Grateful mention was again made 
of the two precious Tablets presented 
by the Guardian, who so significantly 
selected Florence, the birthplace of 
the Cause in Italy, for the Conven
tion. Touching tribute was paid Miss 
Dagmar Dole for her teaching work 
of several months in Naples and 
Milan. 

All other gifts were again acknow
ledged, mth a new one added -
$1500 from the National Spiritual As
sembly of the United States for our 
National Fund. Assurance was given 
that this sum, a real sacrifice, would 
be spent with utmost wisdom. 

A total of $85.00 was announced as 
the Convention's contribution to the 
Temple Land Fund for Rome. 

The Delegates were then invited 
to present recommendations to the 
National Spiritual Assembly. Those 
given comprised largely the propos
als nlade at the Convention Session 
on Tea ching. 

In closing, Dr. Giachery praised 
all assembled for the mature and 
harmonious manner in which the 
Convention proceeded and extended 
deepest th anks successively to the 
beloved Guardian for whom all 
turned for a moment in silent prayer; 
to both the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the United States and the Euro
pean Teaching Committee whose 
combined and immeasurable efforts 
have been the backbone of our pro
gress:; to the ever-helpful Geneva 
Office; to the Convention Committee 
of Arrangements - Mrs. Marion 
Little, Chairman, Mrs. Stella Lonzar, 
and Mr. Guilio Jacoviello, whose im
mense preparatory work stretched 
over many months; to the entire 
Florence Community for its kind 
hospitality, with special gratitude to 
Mrs. Marion Little for so graciously 
housing the entire Convention in her 
be3u~iful home, omitting not a de
tail in facilitating comfort and 
smooth functioning. 
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Our Public Meeting was yet to 
cOme. By five o'clock an eager audi
ence filled the room to hear Dr. Gia
chery's talk entitled "On the Thresh
old of World Civilization". Mrs. 
Stella Lonzar, Chairman, presided. 

Dr. Giachery developed his theme 
on the premise that the universal 
fermentation so obvious in all de
partments of life today, is being im
pelled by two processes -one in
tegra ting, the other disintegrating; 
the first gradually evolving a system 
destined to serve as a "Pattern for 
Future Society" t the second tearing 
down with force every barrier to the 
attainment of this system. Asserting 
that the light of the Baha'i Revela
tion is the power motivating both 

processes, our speaker showed with 
dynamic certainty that the develop
ment of modern science, the intro
duction of sweeping social reforms, 
the growing recognition of the basic 
truths in all great religions, the de
sire for world peace, and the emer
gence of world government, syn
chronize, one and all, with the unfold
ing of the Baha'i World Faith - a 
revelation precipitating a mighty 
spiritual rebirth destined in turn to 
cUlminate in an "ideal World Order, 
in universal consciousness of world 
citizenship and jn a world culture ex
pressive of the first spiritual civiliza
tion in the history of mankind". 

The intense interest which the 
speaker's presentation awakened, 

JUNE. 195]. 

coulrl be measured by the late houT' 
to which many of tile guests lingered,. 
and the flow of questions asked. 

-I(. * ,., * "* 

Legend relates that the City of 
Florence was born in a field of roses 
when a magic powder made by the 
Muses was strewn over it, bringing 
forth a bevy of happy and beautiful 
young people. Today it is our hope 
that the fragrance of the Word of 
God, diffused from the First !talo
Swiss Convention, may give birth to
a host of spiritual heirs in the "City 
of the Lily" - in the "City of the 
Spirit" ! 

Elsa Steinmetz 
Basel, Switzerland 

~ delegates.,. -visitors from many laDds ga.ther with \he new African believers at. tbe first Inier-continenia,l Collference 
recently held at J(a,mpa]a, Uganda in Africa. 
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FAITH IN ACTION 

The American Jubilee celebrations 
attracted \\;despread publicity, par
ticularly in the Chicago area. 

The complete story of the excellent 
newspaper, magazine, newsreel, ra
dio and television coverage given 
these events will be carried in a spe
cial Jubilee Issue of BAHA'i NEWS. 

The Cleveland Board of Educa· 
tion has recognized the Faith as an 
independent religion and has gr ant
ed to Baha'i paren.ts the privilege of 
requesting in writing that their chil
dren be excused from attendance at 
school on the Baha'i Holy Days. 

Good news from Alaska is the im
minent formation of the first BahaYj 
Group in Fairbanks, in the central 
portion of the terri tory. 

HonoJulu, Hawaii reports its first 
all Baha 'j wedding, held in the Hono
luln Baha'i Center. 

CONCORDANCE ON 
BAHA'I BOOKS PLANNED 
National Reference Library 
Needs Helpers 

The National Reference Library 
Committee is making plans to com
pile an index and concordance for 
all Baha'i books. This concordance 
and index will eventually be made 
into a Union Library Card System 
so that ready reierence can be made 
to any subject in the Writings. 

This tremendous project is vitally 
irnportal1t and the Committee ur
gently requests helpers to volunteer 
for this work. You do not have to be 
trained or experienced. The Commit
tee will send complete instructions. 
Please contact Mrs. Dorothy Peter
sen, Secretary, 2557 North 69th 
Street. Wauwatosa, 10, Wisconsin. 

BAHA'I PUBLIC WORSHIP 
Following dedication of the House 

of Worship by Baha'is on Friday, 
May 1, and its public dedication Sat
urday, May 2, a weekly service of 
public worship has been conducted 
each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in the Tem
ple auditorium by a committee ap
pointed by the National Spiritual As· 
sembly. 

The Guardian's memorable state
ment of dedication, read by RUl;tiyyih 
Khimum May 2, included these sig· 

II 

INTERNATIONAL BAHA'I SCHOOL 
Special Sessions on World Crusade 

International BaM.'i School, Pine Valley, Colorado will open for a 
two-week period beginning July 19th, Sunday. There will be two sessions 
of one week each starting on Sundays, July 19th and 26th. Arrival dates 
aTe the Saturdays before each session. 

These two concentrated sessions will be devoted to the study of sub. 
jects related to the carrying out of the Ten Year Crusade. 

Reservations should be made early through Mrs. Gladys Roberts, 
Secretary Programing Committee, International Baha'i School, Box 
1003, Colorado Springs t Colorado. The cost is $35,00 per week per person. 

nificant words: "This House of Wor
ship, now opening wide its doors to 
peoples of all creeds, of all races, of 
all nations and of all classes, is dedi
cated to the three fundamental veri
ties animating and underlying the 
BaM.'i Faith-the Unity of God, the 
Unity of His Prophets, the Unity of 
Mankind," 

In this statement we have the per
fect formulation of purpose to guide 
those who ,prepare the readings and 
those who' select the music which to
gether constitute public worship in 
the one Baha'i Temple now existing 
in the entire world. 

In the spirit of the Guardian's clas
sic phrase, and following the pattern 
set in the service of public dedica
tion, the committee has prepared se-
lected readings from the authentic 
Holy Scriptures of the various reli
gions, particularly from the Old Tes
tament, the New Testament, the 
Qur'an, and the Writings of Baha
'u'llah, 

Some six services have now been 
conducted, the music consisting of 

three a cappella songs rendered by a 
trained group of eight voices, this be
ing the function of another com
mittee. 

Several hundred persons, Baha'is 
and guests, have attended. Many 
guests have spoken of the inspira
tion they received, not only from the 
majestic beauty of the Temple in
terior but also from their realiza
tion, for the first time, that the 
Prophets have revealed one continu
ous body of truth. 

The National Assembly has au
thorized the Temple WorShip Com
mittee to send mimeographed copies 
of the weekly service to those re
questing it. 

-COMMITTEE ON 'rD.-rPLE WORSHIP 

BAHA'I NEWS SERVICE 
Please mail all publicity clippings 

to the Baha'i News Service, Mrs. 
Nina Matthisen, Secretary, 77 E. Ce
dar Street, Chicago, Illinois 

Send One copy of small publicity 
items and two copies of more im
portant or signHicant articles and 
ads. 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORLD CENTER 
(There are 1.ess than 100 sets of these photos remaining and 

this wiU be the last of the supply.) 

The complete set sells for $5.70. 
Shrine of the Bab 
Bahji Mansion 
Mazra'ih Mansion 
Acca & Prison 
Relics 
Ridvim Garden (Acca) 
Mo"numeotaI Gardens 
Miscellaneous 

$1.10 
.70 
.30 
.75 
.80 
.50 
.80 
.75 

13 pictures 
8 pictures 
3 pictures 
9 pictures 

10 pictures 
6 pictures 

10 pictures 
9 pictures 

$5.70 68 pictures 
Send Money Order or check to: 

Mrs. Dorothy V. Petersen 
2557 North 69 Street 
Wauwatosa 10, Wis. 
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Photostatic copy of letter from General Sir Gerald TempLa.r 
sent to the India. Centenera.y Celebration in New Delhi. 

The Bab's Address to the Letters 
of the Living. Attractively printed 
in green ink on grey paper. 4 pp., 8lh 
by 5¥.!. Each, $.10; 50 copies, $4.50. 

Literature Catalogs have been sent 
to all librarians and regular accounts 
as well as special, individual re
quests. Additional copies may be or
dered at five cents each to cover 
mailing and handling. 

Mrs. Anna Flagg, Milford. Ohio, April 
2. 1953 

Dr. Evangeline Caven, Encino, Calif. 
April 5, 1953 

Dr. Robert Pettet, Lake Geneva, Wis. 
April IB, 1953 

Mrs. Ida Tilson, Milwaukee, Wis" April 
10. 1953 

Holy Days: 
July 9, 

Bab 

JUNE. 1953 

Martyrdom of the 

Jubilee Celebrations: 
3rd Baha'i Intercontinental 

Conference. Stockholm, 
Sweden-July 21-26 

4th BaM', Intercontinental 
Conference, New Delhi, 
India-October 7-15 

Feasts: 
June 5-Nur. Light 
June 24-RaJ:tma t, Mercy 
July 13--Kalimat. Words 

National Assembly Meetings: 
June 12, 13, 14 
July 10, 11, 12 

Summer School Sessions: 
Geyserville - June 28 to 

August 2, 1953 
Louhelen - July 5 to Sep

tember 7, 1953 
Green Acre-July 13 to Sep

tember 7, 1953 
International School - July 

19 to Aug. 2, 1953 

Salt Lake City. Utah. Miss Helga J ohnsan 
to Mr. Carroll Hummel. January 15, 
1953 

Washington, D.C., Miss Marjorie New
man to Mr. David Nixon. April 4, 1953 

Los Angeles, California, Miss Gloria Dor
Ian to Mr. Hiram E. Webb. Date not 
reported 

San Francisco, Calif., Miss Sophia M. 
Dell'Orlo to Mr. Wesley Baker, April 
18, 1953 . 

Los Angeles, California, Miss Annette 
Dingham to Mr. Ken Frederics April 
18. 1953 

Toledo, Ohio, Mrs. Irene M. Hughes to 
Mr. Marvin Bibby March 27, 1953 

Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Patricia Ann 
Tilton to Me, J ahn F. Gibson April 18 I 
1953 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is throughout the United States, and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members 01 the Faith informed 01 international, national and local Bah,i"i developments. and serve as an organ tor the distdbu
bon 01 messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the Internstional Bahit'i COW'lcil, and the general announcements pre
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans .. news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lsnds. Materia~ is due in Wilmette on the first day at the 
month preceding the date of issue for whiCh it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1952-1953: Mrs. EUnice Braun. 
Managing Editor; Mr. William C. Henning, Miss FaITukh loas, Mrs. Ruth Jones, Miss Joan Lozier, Mr. Robert Moul. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S,A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National BahA'i Administrative Headquarters. 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette. 
Ulinois.. U.S ,A. 



Treacherous Ruhi Afnan, not con
tent (with) previous disobedience, 
correspondence (with) Ahmad Soh
rab, contact (with) old Covenant
breakers, sale, (in) conjunction 
(with) other members (of) family, 
(of) sacred property purchased by 
Founder (of) Faith, (and) allowing 
his sister (to) marry son (of) 
'Abdu'l-Baha's enemy, (is) now 
openly lecturing (on) Baha'i move
ment, claiming (to) be (its) expo
nent (and is) misrepresenting (the) 
teachings (and) deliberately causing 
confusion (in) minds (of) authorities 
(and the) local popula tion. Inform 
National Assemblies. 

-SHocm 
Cablegram received May 17, 1953 

C.OMMENTARY, NATlONAI. SP'IRlTUAI. ASSEMBL'" 

Beloved Friends: 
Once more, while engaged in his 

unique mission as Guardian of the 
Faith, Shoghi Effendi meets the on
slaught of a Covenant-breaker de
scended from the Holy Family of 
BaM'u'lItili. 

Just as the Master during His era 
was the target for the supremely bit
ter attack launched by those who 
had repudiated Bahit'u'llah's own 
Testament, so now the first Guard
ian 7 the one named in 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
Will, suffers the vicious and venge
ful hatred of the violator steeped in 
his own malice. 

We suiter with .all tha t grieves the 
Guardian and interferes in any way 
with the steady progress of the 
F ai th, even though we know the h~s
tility is foredoomed to failure and 
the power to assail short-lived. 

The theme of this cable has been 
a tragic note in a number of com
munications from Shoghi Effendi 
pUblished in BAHA'i NEWS. The con
dition is perfectly clear to the 
Baha'is. What can we do? 

The answer to the destroyer is the 
creative spirit of faith; the answer 
to wrathful ambition is humble de
votion; the weapon against attack is 
the reverence Baha'is feel for the ex
pression of Divine Will in the perfect 
leadership which the Master's Will 
bequeathed as His supreme blessing 
to the BaM' is. 

Success in the World Crusade will 
silence all who either a ttack or ig
nore the Message of the Manifesta~ 
tion. Effort here is the true solace 
we can humbly offer the Guardian. 

--NATIONAL SPIRITUAL .ASSEMBLY 

JOYFUL 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
TO BAHA'I WORLD 

Joyfully announce (to the) Baha'i 
World (the) rapid progress (of the) 
final stages (of the) construction (of 
the) Bab's mausoleum (on) Mt. Car
mel, as well as (the) splendid initi
ative (of the) Baha'is (of) Panama 
aiming (at the) acquisition (of the) 
first Mas.!J.riqu'I-Adhkar (of) Central 
America. Erection (of the) lantern 
(and the) placing (of theJribs (of 
the) dome completed. Five thousand 
gilded tiles dispatched (from) Ut
recht (have been) safely received, 
half (of) which (have been) already 
placed (in) position,· disclosing (a) 
glimpse (of the) shining splendor 
(of the) completed dome. 

Appeal National Assemblies, East 
(and) West (to) participate through 
contributions (to the) meritorious en· 

deavors exerted (toward the) event
ual establishment (of a) Baha'i 
House (of) Worship (in the) City (of) 
Panama, specifically mentioned (by) 
'Abdu'l-Baha, situated (in the) heart 
(of the) Western Hemisphere. My
self contributed five hundred pounds 
(for the) furtherance (of this) notable 
objective (of the) ten year global 
Crusade. 

Share message National Assem
blies. 

Haifa, Israel 
June 25, 1953. 

(Signed) SHOGBI 

COJIIMENTAA ... : NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSENBL.Y 

Beloved Friends: 

All those who heard R ul,liyyih 
Khanum's addresses at the Annual 
Convention and the All-American In
tercontinental Teaching Conference 
will recall how strongly she empha~ 
sized the vital importance of happi
ness to the welfare and efficiency of 
the Guardian. 

Therefore there is great cause for 
rejoicing in his cable of June 27~ in 
that he could begin it with the aus
picious words "Joyfully announce." 

This news of the rapid progress of 
the work on the dome of the Shrine 
of the Bab has surpassing signifi
cance at this time when the ·pioneer 
settlement of one hundred thirty-one 
unoccupied territories has just begun. 
It gives us blessed assurance that al
ready the observer can behold a 
"glimpse of the shining splendor of 
the completed dome--" since the 
Shrine is a symbol of the spiritual 
power and glory which permeates 
th~ world from the Baha'i World Cen
ter. 

The Guardian is joyous, too, be
cause of the "splendid initiative" of 
the Baha'is of Panama. A Ma@.riqu'l
A<!!!kar in that strategic spot will 
have far-reaching effect. 
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The Shr1be of tbe Bib. showin~ the completed cement Dome. 'I1le scaffolding on to-p is for construction of tbe Lantern. 

Shoghi Effendi's own contribution 
toward the cost of the site, and his 
appeal to all National Spiritual As
semblies to participate, reveals again 
the oneness of the Baha'i world in its 
devotion to the great objectives of 
the World Crusade. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

THE FIRST STAGE OF THE 
TEN YEAR CRUSADE PLAN 

Excerpts from two letters written 
on behall of the Guardian by the 
Assistant Secretary are published 
here for the inspiration and guidance 
of the American Baha'Is. 

From letter dated May 22, 1953: 
"The beloved Guardian ha 5 been 

greatly enthused over the reports he 
has received of the Convention, Dedi
ca tion of the Temple, and the Inter
continental Teaching Conference. 

"He was very happy to get your 
word of the 128 who volunteered for 
pioneer service. 

"In connection with this word, he 
cabled you May 19, strongly urging 
the intending pioneers to scatter as 
widely as possible, and to settle even 

territories and islands not specifical
ly assigned to the United States. 

uThe Guardian feels, now that the 
Ten Year Crusade has been so auspi
ciously launched, no time should be 
lost nor any stone left unturned, to 
hurry the completion of the first 
stage of the Plan. The impact with 
which the friends meet this great 
challenge, and the example which 
the American Baha'is show in actual 
deeds in carrying forward the Plan, 
will have a world effe ct. 

"The Guardian feels that as the 
chief administrators of the Master's 
Divine Plan for the propagation of 
the Faith, the American Baha'is 
have great responsibility in the en
tire project, even though certain 
areas have been assigned to other 
National Assemblies. Thus the Amer
ican National Assembly can and 
should s end pioneers to other vir gin 
areas, even though assigned to an
other National Assembly. This they 
can do, because of the mission the 
Master gave them. In fact, the Guar
dian would welcome most heartily, 
word of the placing of some pioneers 
in territories assigned other National 
Assemblies. 

"This is the period of the scatter
ing of the faithful, and the sooner 
they scatter, the better, particularly 

in virgin areas, all over the world. 
This is a sure way to bring to early 
completion the opening phase of the 
ten year Crusade. 

"The Guardian would welcome 
early settlement in the South Pacific 
Islands, Africa (and he has men
tioned especially Belgian Congo, 
French Somaliland, Ruanda Urundi, 
French Congo, Madagascar). (He 
feels there is no need for more pio
neers at this time in South Africa, 
other than those already arranged.) 
He likewise has mentioned the C am
eroons, Togoland, and areas where 
new National Assemblies are to be 
created. 

"Now is the time for the American 
B aha' i~ to show their spiritual prim
acy - they should spread over the 
face of the earth, not only concen
trating on the areas assigned to 
them, but s ending pioneers wherever 
they can, and the sooner the better, 
and the wider the extent, the better. 

uYou may be sure the beloved 
Guardian will pray ardently for the 
success of your efforts, and those of 
all the American Baha'is." 

From letter dated June 2, 1953: 
"Our beloved Guardian has been 

greatly encouraged by reports reach
ing him from all parts of the Baha'i 
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world, especially from America, of 
the victories already gained, and the 
plans being laid for the prosecution 
of the Ten Year Crusade. 

"They have evoked his awe-inspir
ing, and soul-stirring cablegram of 
May 28th, calling for the im mediate 
settlement of all the 131 vir gin area s 
of the Plan, just as quickly as possi
ble. He is convinced that the friends 
will arise and translate their enthusi
asm into action, because the keynote 
of the Crusade must be action I ac
tion, action! 

"The settlement of these virgin 
areas is of such an emergency na
ture that he feels pioneering in one 
of them takes precedence over every 
oUter type of Baha'i service.- wheth
er it be in the teaching or adminis
trative fields of the Faith. So im
portant is it that the National Assem
bly may delay initiation of steps to 
fulfill other phases of the plan, until 
all these areas are conquered for the 
Faith. Nothing, absolutely nothing. 
must be allowed to interfere with the 
placing of pioneers in each of the 
131 goal countries. 

"By virtue of being the Chief Exec
utor of the Divine Plan, the American 
Baha. 'is may settle in any territory of 
the world. In fact, the Guardian 
would welcome word of American 
pioneers being settled in areas as· 
signed other National Assemblies, 
At the Guardian's direction I have 
written all other Assemblies of this 
fact, and asking them to assist in the 
settlement of American pioneers in 
their areas. 

"As his dramatic cable indicates, 
the Guardian will have prepared an 
illuminated 'Roll of Honor' on which 
will be inscribed the names of the 
'Knights of Baha'u'llilh,' who first 
enter these 131 virgin areas. This 
'Roll of Honor' will be placed inside 
the entrance door of the Inner Sane-
tuary of the Tomb of Bahil'u'llilh, 

HFrom time to time, the Guardian 
will announce to the Baha'i world the 
names of those holy souls who arise 
under the conditions outlined in his 
message, and settle these areas and 
conquer them for Baba'u'llah. 

"Now is the hour for America to 
demonstrate its spiritual primacy. 
There is no time after this moment! 
All the promises of the Master to 

l 

The original stairwa.y leading to Ba.ha'u~nah·s quarters in Mazra'ih, near 'Akita., 
Israel. 

America in the Tablets of the Divine 
Plan must be won now. The divine 
graces must be spread by the Amer~ 
ican Baha'is over the face of the 
globe. The Guardian is sure that the 
glory of America and its spiritual 

mIssion will be carried through to a 
resounding victory, which will affect 
the entire globe. 

"The destiny of America now rests 
on the shoulders of the American 
Baha'is. " 
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Guniting (sprayiDg) cement on the Dome 
01' the Shrine or the Bab. This work was 

beJ<llb May 3. 1953. 

Firs' layer of pDiled cement, showing 
the s~l reinforcing 01 the Dome. 

The cement Dome. completed Ma.y 11, 
1953. On "his cement base, 18 ribs and 

the Golden Tiles a.Te being placed. 

THE IMPACT WILL HAVE 
A WORLD EFFECT 

Beloved Friends: 
The World Crusade has been 

launched. We stand on the field of 
action. The Plan is clear, the sum
mons urgent, the response "will 
have a world effect." 

Already a number of pioneer settle
ments have been schedu1ed and 
valiant warriors have set forth from 
their homes to conquer a new terri
tory for the Faith of God. Month 
by month, from July to October, 
other pioneers will enter the field. 

The pioneer applications and ques
tionnaires received before, during 
and since the All-America Intercon
tinen tal Teaching Conference, have 
been examined by the National 
Spiritual Assembly. classified accord
ing to area preferred and other im
portant factors, and referred to the 
proper Intercontinental Teaching 
Committee - All-America. Europe, 
Africa or Asia - for the develop
ment of projects. 

Never has there been in America 
such a demonstration of faith in 
action. The National Assembly is 
profoundly stirred and is giving its 
first and principal concern to the 
expediting of pioneer settlements 
throughout the world. 

This task, as the Guardian points 
out, is the first stage in the achieve
ment of the great Crusade_ The time 
for this first stage is brief - the first 
year of the Ten Year Plan. 

American Baha'is will note with 
awe the degree of responsibility they 
bear for the success of the project as 
a whole. This arises from the Mas
ter's Divine Plan and the designation 
of the American Baha'is as its trus
tees. It calls for a whole-hearted 
response on our part but conveys no 
international authority. 

The intensity with which the Guar
dian has presented the need to pio
neer in 131 unsettled areas indicates 
the urgency of the entire Crusade. 
The times are perilous, and the fu
ture of mankind depends upon the 
spread of the Faith. 
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Two paragraphs invoke most earn
est attention: 

"Now is the time for the American 
Baha'IS to show their spiritual prim
acy - they should spread over the 
face of the earth, not only concen
trating on the areas assigned to 
them, but sending pioneers wherever 
they can, and the sooner the better~ 
and the wider the extent, the better.n 

"Now is the hour for America to 
demonstrate its spiritual primacy. 
There is no time after this moment! 
All the promises of the Master to 
America in the Tablets of the Divine 
Plan must be won now. The divine 
graces must be spread by the Amer
ican Baha'is over the face of the 
globe. The Guardian is sure that the 
glory of America and its spiritual 
mission will be carried through to 
a resounding victory, which will 
affect the entire globe." 

This is the hour for meekness and 
humility, that we may accept this 
mission with pure motives, deep 
understanding, pra yerful resolve. 
What we can do to pioneer in these 
unsettled areas must be done this 
year. And the pioneer settlement 
project not only calls for pioneers -
it calls for contributions to the full 
measure of the National Budget. 
Pioneers needing travel or living 
budgets can only go forth a s funds 
are a vaila ble. 

Sincerely, 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

-.... ----------.... 

Bearers of the Name of God 

You are the bearers of the name of 
God in this Day. You have been chos
en as the repositories of His mystery. 
It behoves each one of you to mani
fest the attributes of God. and to ex
emplify by your deeds and words the 
signs of His righteousness~ His poweT 
and glory. The very members of YOUT 

body must bear witness to the lofti~ 
ness of your purpose, the integrity of 
your life, the reality of your faith, 
and the exalted chaTacter of your 
devotion. (Words of the Bab) 

The Daum-Breakers-page 92. 
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The Bahi'i Bouse of Worship, WUmette. JlUno[s, sbowing the gardens. 

HOW TO PIONEER 
American believers desiring to 

pioneer in some unsettled area are 
requested to advise the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

They then receive a questionnaire 
form to fill out and return, supplying 
information necessary for developing 
a settlement proj eet. 

The questionnaires are studied by 
the National Spiritual Assembly and 
referred to the Teaching Committee 
concerned with the particular area 
requested. 

When areas are not specified, 
further correspondence leads to a 
selection based upon the information 
provided by the pioneer and upon 
the relative need for pioneers in the 
various areas. 

The four Intercontinental Teaching 
Committees report back their rec-

ommendations and findings, and the 
National Assembly makes final ap
proval, including budgets where re
quired. 

Though the process has several 
stages, there is no delay in arriving 
at final action. The Committees, and 
the National Assembly, devote their 
major effort to expediting pioneer 
settlements. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL "ASSEMBLY 

AN ORGAN OF THE 
WORLD CRUSADE 

The National Assembly feels that 
BAHA'i NEWS is an organ of the 
World Crusade, its mission to carry 
reports of the progress in all areas, 
from all administrative agencies. 

This natural development gives to 
BwJf NEWS a fundamental impor
tance, and the friends, especially in 

America, may well accept a respon
sibility to follow closely and consci
entiously every step in the fulfillment 
of the Ten Year Plan. 

All National As sem blies ha ve been 
requested to furnish regular reports 
for publication, so that BA.HAJj NEWS 

may faithfully reflect developments 
throughout the world. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

BULLETINS NEEDED 
FOR BAHA'I NEWS 

All National and Area Committees 
are urged to send copies of any jour
nals or bulletins they may publish to 
BAHA'f NEWS, as well as other items 
or photographs of na tional or inter
national interest which have not ap
peared in their publications. 

5 
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THE NEW TEACHING STRUCTURE IN 
THE UNITED STATES 

The National Jubilee Celebrations have jnaugurated America's part 
in the fateful Ten Year Crusade. Among the twenty-four challenging 
tasks which the Guardian cabled to the American National Convention 
are two which pertain particularly to teaching in the United States. 
They are: "the raising to three hundred of the number of Local Spirit
ual AssembliesH in the United States and "the Proclamation of the 
Faith through the Press and Radio throughout the United States of 
America." , 

In an effort to respond adequately to this home front challenge. the 
National Assembly studied carefully the teaching structure in the Unit
ed States. The Assembly members asked themselves these questions; 
Is our teaching committee set-up arranged for quick and efficient 
action? How can we release as much teaching energy as possible? 

Study of last year's teaching structure showed that in the three 
levels involved, over 370 believers were committee members, most of 
them serving on the 45 regional committees. The National AssemblY 
decided to reduce radically the number of committees, have only two 
layers in the teaching structure, and hold committee memberships 
to a small number, preferably seven or less. 

As a result of this radical chang~, for the Baha'i year 1953·54, there 
will be one National Teaching Committee, twelve Area Committees, 
and no regional committees. Budgeting, correspondence, committee 
meeting time, and committee action can now be much simpler and 
faster than under the former ·complicated set·up. Only about one· 
third the number of believers will be required for committee member· 
ship. Local Assemblies and groups can much more easily tmdertake 
extension teaching and joint area teaching projects. Several hundreds 
of believers will have more time and energy to devote to direct 
teaching. 

The twelve Area Teaching Committees appointed by the National 
/1ssembly will serve the following groups of states: 

New England States - Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massa
chusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island. 

North Atlantic States - New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania. 
Central Atlantic States - West Virginia, Virginia, District of Colum

bia, Delaware, Maryland. North Carolina. 
South Atlantic States - South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, 

Tennessee. 
Gulf States - Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas. 
East Central States - Michigan, Ohio. Indiana, Kentucky. 
Central States - Il1inois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa. 
South Central States - Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas. 
North Central States - North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska. 
Rocky Mountain States - Colorado, New Mexico, Wyoming. 
Southwestern States - California, Nevada', Arizona, Utah. 
Northwestern States - Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana. 
The members of the National Assembly are confident that the Ameri

can believers will welcome this step toward simplicity and direct 
action in our teaching structure. To meet the Guardian's chal1enge 
that the American believers assume the Hlion's share" in the World 
Crusade, the United States becomes the reservoir for a constant 
stream of assistance to bring the healing message of Baha'u'llith into 
every nook and cranny of the world. OUr simpler teaching structure 
can enable us to quickly marshal our forces for the glorious tasks 
of teaching on the home front. 

Every act of teaching, personal and public, brings closer the achieve
ment of the Crusade goals. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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THE YEAR "9" 
Taken from "The Significance of Holy 

Year", abridged notes of address giveD 
by Mr. George Townshend. Hand of the 
Cause, at the British Convention: In the 
British Baha'i Journal, April, 1953. 

A Great Prophet from the begin
ning of His existence on earth is an 
Eternal Being, Divine. He holds for 
all time undisputed sovereignty over 
all that is in heaven and on earth. He 
shows from His early childhood signs 
of greatness and power. His Call 
makes no spiritual change. The 
change is physical like that of a man 
who passes from sleep to wakeful· 
ness, from silence to speech. He re
mains the same individual. He is at 
the moment of His Call invested with 
supreme authority and executive 
power. He is in a new relation to God; 
whereas at His Declaration He as
sumes a new relation to man. It is 
wonderful to reflect what really hap
pens when a Great Prophet takes 
over from His Predecessor the lord
ship of mankind and initiates by His 
Call a new Era. The sovereignty of a 
Prophet, through the potency of one 
Word, subdues, quickens and revital
izes the whole world. Baha'u'IIa.h in 
His book, Prayers and Meditations, 
has given us the fullest picture of the 
extent of the influence of the Pro
phet's Word, which revolutionizes the 
whole of creation. He says of His own 
utterance of this Word that through 
It "the realities of all created things 
were shaken, were divided, separ
ated, scattered, combined and reunit· 
ed, disclosing in both the contingent 
world and the heavenly Kingdom en· 
tities of a new creation." 

Baha'u'llilh did not make His pub
lic Declaration for ten years after 
His Call. The Bab received His Call 
about a year before He made His 
dedaration to Mulla l:Iusayn. Jesus 
Christ was called when John baptized 
Him, but the first open dedara lion 
He ever made of His Messiahship 
was the evening before His death 
when he announced to Caiaphas, the 
High Priest, that he would see the 
Son of Man coming with great power 
and glory. This is proved by the fact 
that Jesus' enemies sought but could 
not find anyone to give evidence that 
He had declared Himself to be the 
Messiah. Jesus accepted Peter's dec· 
laration of belief but never till His 
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trial before the Sanhedrin made a 
declaration Himself. His full authori~ 
ty, however, dated from His Call. 
Baha'u'llah became active soon aft
er His Call; but still as a Babi we 
have read how He revivified the Babi 
community, not only in Ba@dad, 
but through the furthermost confines 
of Persia, and wrote (still appearing 
outwardly as a Bab!) the Seven 
Valleys, the Hidden Words and the 
Book of Certitude. He had the full
ness of His power but did not mani
fest it. 

If you look at the scriptures of the 
world you will find they all agree in 
many things and specially in this, 
that the history of mankind is one 
whole and that it can be rightly un
derstood only in its unity. All these 
scriptures-those of Krishna, Bud
dha~ Zoroaster, Moses and the rest
show that all the peoples of the world 
all the time have been engaged, how
ever unconsciously. in a single pro
cess moving towards unification. 
They have all been told to look to the 
future with expectancy and hope. 
This unification and redemption will 
be effected under the leadership of a 
supreme world Savior. "the Lord of 
Hosts" as the Bible calls Him. who 
through His zeal will accomplish this 
great consummation. What has hap
pened now through the centenary 
which we are commemorating is that 
now in this age, the age into which 
we have been born, this great Event 
has, after hlUldreds and thousands 
of years of waiting and preparation, 
come to pass. This age is that to 
which reference is made at the beginw 

rung of the Book of Genesis when, in 
the allegory of the faU of man, God 
gives the promise of a future world 
redemption, foretelling that man will 
wound the tempter's head and the 
tempter will bruise man's heel. When 
God announced to Abraham "through 
thee will all the families of the earth 
be blessed," His thoughts were of this 
present age, the time of the Call of 
Baha'u'llah. When Isaiah spoke of the 
Child which would be born on whose 
shoulder the government of the world 
would rest; when he speaks of 
"mighty God" "the everlasting Fath
er," the "Prince of Peace" that is to 
come, he is thinking of this present 
time, of the Lord of Hosts, Baha
'u'lh3.h Whose centenary we humbly 
keep in this Holy Year. 
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FlrsIi Local Spiritual Assembly elected at Kampa.la., Uganda. Africa. 

AFRICA 
"Your MiSiion i.s unspeakably 

glorious" 

It is a joy to report the departure 
for Africa of the first contingent of 
American pioneers under the new 
Ten Year Global Crusade. On June 
18, Harry and Bahiyyih Ford sailed 
from New Orleans; on June 20 Bill 
and Marguerite Sears with their 
younger son, Michael, sailed from 
New York. Both families will settle 
in South Africa. 

CANADA 
National Convention 

The Sixth Canadian National Baha'i 
Convention took place on April 29 
and 30. All present rejoiced in the 
completion of the Five Year Plan, 
initiated when the Canadian national 
community was born in 1948; five 
years of effort toward integrating 

this vast land from Victoria to New
foundland, from Coral Harbor to 
Windsor. 

Consultation on the part Canada 
is to play in the Ten Year Crusade 
led to plans for action. 

The election of the members of 
the incoming National Spiritual As
sembly took place at the close of 
the afternoon of the first day. The 
results were: John RObarts, Lloyd 
Gardner, Rowland Estall, Laura 
Davis, Winnifred Harvey, Emeric 
Sala, Rosemary Sala, Albert Rakovw 

sky) Audrey Westhauser. 

R6hfyyih Khanum in Can ad. 
Following the Second Interconti

nental Conference, Amatu'l-Baha, 
RU4iyyih Khilnum spent a few days 
in the Montreal community. Baha'is 
from Toronto. Kingstown, Belleville, 
Charlottetown, Moncton and Ottawa 
joined the believers of greater Mont
real to welcome her. On Saturday, 
May 9, she met with the Baha'i 
friends in the Maxwell home. The 
vitality of her message and the 
picture she gave of life in Haifa 
inspired a greater devotion and made 
the person of the Guardian a living 
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AUendants at the FIrst French Teaehing Conference, held iD Lyons, Fra.nce, May 23 aDd H,. ] 953. 

reality for all who heard her. to an 
extent never experienced by many 
before that night. 

On Sunday afternoon, the National 
Spiritual Assembly and other Baha'i 
friends gathered in Mount Royal 
Cemetery for a service in memory 
of William Sutherland Maxwell, Hand 
of the Cause and father of Riil,llyyih 
KhanuID. In the evening, RUJ:llyyih 
Khimum spoke at a public meeting 
in the Ritz-Carleton Hotel. She was 
accompanied to Montreal by Mrs. 
Amelia Collins, Hand of the Cause, 
vice-president of the International 
Council. 

Visit of 'Air-Akbar Furutan 

Dr. rAH-Akbar Furutan, with an 
interpreter, Mr. M. Anvar, visited 
several communities in western 
Canada following the Second Inter
continental Conference. Dr. Furutan 
spoke at a public fireside in Edmon
ton and made a tour of the Univer
sity of Alberta, as well as addressing 
gatherings of the believers in all the 
communities visited. 

This opportunity to meet Baha'is 
from other lands brought home to the 
Canadian friends in a new way the 
reality and significance of the inter
national unity of the Faith of Baha
'u'llilb. 

FRANCE 

On May 23 and 24, the first 
French Baha'i Teaching Conference, 
referred to by our beloved Guardian 
as "historic", was held in Lyons, 
France. A report from the Paris 
Spiritual Assembly notes the partici
pation at this memorable occasion of 
Dr. Ugo GiacherY, Hand of the Cause, 
from Italy; Mr. and Mrs. Kyani and 
Mrs. Mesbah, from iran, as well as 
believers from Paris, Lyons, Mar
seilles and Hyeres in France. 

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA 

America House in Karlsruhe has 
exhibited in its display window a 
statement on the position of the 
government of the United States with 
regard to State religion. Closing a 
paragraph on the more than 300 re
ligious movements in the United 
States was this sentence: uThen 
there are the Jews, Mulfammadans, 
Baha'is and many others, who all, 
according to their custom, follow 
their own religion." 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Third Annual Convention 

A letter from the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of South 
America, received this month. re
ports the TItird Annual Convention 
of the Baha'is of South America. 
The consultations, characterized by 
a growing maturity and a greater 
realization of responsibility, laid 
great stress on the World Crusade 
and the part South America is to 
play in achieving the allotted tasks. 

A three-day school which preceded 
the Convention featured a course on 
Convention Procedure which was so 
successful that it may be repeated at 
next year's Convention, to be held 
in Santiago, Chile. 

Visit of Persian Hands 

The countries of South America 
have been greatly blessed by the 
visits of two of the Persian Hands 
of the Cause, Mr. Dhikru'l13h Khadem 
and Mr. Valiyu'llah Varqa. 

Mr. Varqa related, "We, the Per
sian Hands, wrote to our beloved 
Guardian asking what we could do to 
help before continuing on to the next 
World Conference in Stockholm. The 
Guardian cabled tha t the Hands 
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AHeDdants at the Youth Night gathering held April 24, 1953, during Ute Third Annual ConvenUon of the Baha'is of South America. 

should disperse and visit the cities 
of United States and the countries of 
Central and South America." 

So it was that they came to us 
here in South America. They were as 
a pure channel for the love of Baha
)u'llah. Baha'is and guests alike 
came under the spell of this miracle 
of love. 

They told us the intimate, precious 
stories of the early days of our 
Faith; they drew a vivid picture of 
the contrast between the conditions 
of those early days and the rapidly 
expanding progress of the Faith. 
They challenged us to furget self, to 
go forth in our world-encircling I ten
year Spiritual Crusade with ever
increasing effort and faith in the 
ultimate triumph of our goals. 

No group of Baha'is bade them 
good~bye without tears of joy and 
sadness, joy to have experienced the 
love and unity that their love seemed 

to have engendered in the hearts of 
all in every commWlity, and sadness 
because we were parting from these 
dear friends. Inevitably, our farewells 
were, "We shall meet again in the 
city of Ba@dad to eel ebra te our 
Golden Jubilee in 1963." 

We are truly grateful to our be
Javed Guardian for sending to us, 
even for so short a time, these most 
honored Hands cf the Cause of God. 

Jubilee R. port in 
Rio De Janiero 

In Rio de Janeiro on the evening 
of May 20, Margot Worley, chairman 
of the National Spiritual AssemblY 
of the Baha'is of South America, gave 
a detailed report of the Conference 
in Chicago and of the Dedication of 
the Temple. Friends who heard her, 
report, "Her impressions were made 
so vivid to us that we could visuaHze 
some of the phases of the Jubilee 

Celebration and feel some of its 
radiation. It was particularly bene
ficial to our community as none of 
us had the opportunity to go to the 
Conference in Chicago." 

Publicity in Brazil 
The Brazilian magazine Eu Sei 

Tude carries in its July issue a de
scription of the Temple in Wilmette, 
with six photographs. Text and 
photographs are adapted from the 
beautiful article which appeared in 
the first issue of the Columbian 
magazine MiTe~ published in Medil
lin on December 17, 1952. 

FAITH IN ACTION 

On May ~Oth the Baha'is of Reno, 
Nevada, held a public meeting on the 
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Stillwater Indian Reservation, 60 
miles east of Reno. This was the first 
attempt made by the Baha'is of tha t 
area to bring the Faith to the Indians. 
Posters announcing the meeting were 
distributed 8rotmd the reservation 
and plans call for the holding of othe; 
meetings and study classes there. 

The declaration of the Bah was ob
served by the Baha'is of the Island af 
Maui, Territory of Hawaii, by a 
public meeting at the home of one of 
the believers. The event was given 
good pUblicity by the local papers. 

An event of outstanding importance 
for the Western New Y Ol'k State reo 
gion was the annual International 
Picnic held at Queenston Heights, 
.June 14. 

What one believer can do in secur
ing publicity for the Faith is shown 
by the example of an isolated Wis
eonsin Baha'i. Using his attendance 
at the Second Intercontinental Baba Pi 
Conference as reason for the article 
the local newspaper proceeded to de.: 
vote 22 column inches to a presenta
tion of the relationship of the Baha'i 
Faith to Christianity. 

ASIA TEACHING COMMITTEE 
Specific Goals in World Crusade 

The newly.appointed Asia Teach· 
ing Committee wishes to hear from 
Baha',s who are seeking to find their 
place in the World Crusade. This 
Committee has openings and oppor
tunities in the territory assigned by 
the Guardian to the United States in 
the Asian field. 

The Asia Teaching Committee is 
the latest addition to the family of 
international teaching committees 
.appointed by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the United States. We 
are responsible for the direction of 
teaching work in the areas of Asia 
named in the Ten-Year Plan. 

Specifically, our tasks include the 
following: 

1. To plan and supervise the open
ing of eight virgin territories as
signed to the United States in the 
Asian Area. These territories are: 
Dutch New Guinea, Caroline Islands 
and Tonga Islands in the South 
Pacific ~ Hainan Island in the South 
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Delegates representing eight countries~ at the Third Annual ConventioD of the 
Bah.i~is of South America., held April 19-25, 1953. 

China Sea; Macao. the Portuguese 
colony on the southern coast of 
China: Sakhalin Island, Tibet and 
Kazakhstan. 

2. To promote the consolidation of 
the Faith in China~ Manchuria 
Korea. Japan, Formosa and th~ 
Philippine Islands. 

3. To establish National Spiritual 
Assemblies in Japan and in the South 
Pacific Islands. 

This list of objectivE's speaks elo
quently for it,elf. Suffice it to say, 
that its challenge is fully matched by 
the undreamed of opportunities 
latent in the awakenjng of this an
cjent continent and of the many is
lands of the vast PacifiC, in a world 
where isolation exists no more. 

The immediate need is for trail
blazers - men and women who can 
go out to these areas and act as a 
link between us and the people 
therE', so that we may know at first 
hand the customs, t.he needs, the 
attitudes and the conditions with 
whi ch we will have to deal. 

We need vo]unteers to go out at 
once, or as soon as possible, to the 
Caroline Islands, Tonga Islands, 
Dutch New Guinea and Macao. More 
information will be gladly given to 
those interested and able to go. 
Please write to our secretary: 

Miss Charlotte Linfoot, 
156 Nova Drive, 

Piedmont 10, California. 

In this World Crusade, we Baha'is 
are building a world community that 
is truly world-wide - a spiritual 
brotherhood that is the surest founda
tion for the harmony and welfare of 
hum ani ty. We all want to do our 
part. 

May we extend to each and every 
Baha'i, young and old, an invitation 
to join hands with us and with all the 
agencies of the World Crusade, and 
to work together on this glorious proj .. 
ed, under the blessed guidance of 
our Guardian. 

Asia Teaching Committee of the United 
States: Ali Yazdi, chairman; Mamie 
Seto, vice-chairman; Charlotte Linfoot. 
corresponding secretary; Valera Allen, 
recording secretary; John Allen, treas
urer; Marion Yazdi, publicity representa
tive; Anthony Seto. 

The Most Essential Obligation 
But let us be on our guard-so the 

Master continually reminds us from 
His Station on high-lest too much 
concern in that which is secondary in 
importance~ and too long a preoccu
pation with the details of our affairs 
and activities, makes us neglectful of 
the most essential, the most urgent 
of 'all our obligations, namely, to 
bury our cares and teach the Cause, 
delivering far and wide this Message 
of Salvation to a sorely-stricken 
world. 

Bahd'i AdminiBtration-page 52. 
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Defecates and visitors gathered. at; a reception given April 19 in the Hotel CriUon, 
Lima, Peru. 

TAPES FOR RADIO BROADCASTS 
The series of 13 tape recordings which are being beamed weekly 

to Latin America. Europe, the Near East and India through the facili
ties of World Wide Broadcasting over station WRUL, Boston, are now 
available to Baha'i communities and Area Teaching Committees. 

These radio programs present the Baha'i Faith, and are narrated by 
professionals in, :most instances. 

Titles of the series are as follows: 
No. 11 A World Religion 

12 A World United Throu~h World Faith 
13 The Baha'i House of Worship 
14 Two Roads We Face 
15 The Promised One of AIl Religions 
16 Religion Returns 
17 World Religion and the Law of Love 
18 Baha'i Youth to World Youth 
19 New Life for the World 
2{) A Univers::.l Religion 
21 A New Interpretation of History 
22 He Has Come to the Nations 
23 A World Spiritual Crusade Is Launched 

Tapes are available on the following basis: 

Deposit in advance 
Refunded on returr.. of all tapes 

Interview 
one voice 
one voice 
four voices 
one voice 
two voices 
one voice 
youth voices 
one voice 
two voices 
one voice 
four voices 

SERIES of 13 
$50.00 

37.00 
13.00 COST This means that for the whole series of thirteen, cost 

to you is but $1.00 per tape. 
A mimeographed script will accompany each tape. BUT if these scripts 
are ordered in advance of tapes they will be $ .25 cents each. 
SINGLE TAPES 

$5.00 per single tape 
3.50 . refunded on return of tape 

COST 1.50 which includes cost of mailing to you only. 
It is absolutely necessary that your order for the above tapes be 

accompanied by a check or money order for $5.00 for single tape or 
$50.00 for series of thirteen. 

When tapes are returned your money will be refunded as indicated. 
Checks or money orders should be made out to: 

Baha'i News Service, (Mrs.) Nina Matthisen. See'y .. 
77 E. Cedar Street, Chicago 11, Illinois. 
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Bahci'i Administration 
197 pp. cloth ................ $2.50 
By Shoghi Effendi. New edition 
now available. 

Mysticis,m. Science and Revelation 
Bound in paper .............. $1.00 
Bound in cloth ................ $2.00 
By Dr. Glenn Shook. Defines the 
claims of mystics of all types and 
shows what science and Prophetic 
Revela tion have to 5 ay to these 
claims. Proves the harmony of 
science and true religion. This book 
is On order from England. Orders 
will be recorded for future de
livery. 

Ten Year World Crusade Maps ... $.35 
A supply of these colorful maps, 
prepared by the Guardian, showing 
in graphic detail the goals of the 
Ten Year Crusade are still avail
able for sale separately. 

KNOW YOUR LITERATURE 
Unless believers, old and new 

alike, know the available literature, 
how can we expect to share the 
Teachings with those who become in
terested in the Faith? The following 
booklets present aspects of the Faith 
in ways useful for planning your 
presentation of the Message to Baha'i 
contacts. 

Story Supplement for "God 
Passes By" (mimeographed) 

95 pp. (with map of journeys of the 
Founders of the Faith) 
per copy ..................... $1.00 
Ten copies ........ " .... " ... $8.00 
Additional maps, sold separately, 
each .......................... $.10 
Stories from every phase of the 
dramatic unfoldment of the Baha'i 
R evela tion; many, especially those 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha's trip to America, 
unavailable in any other compila
tion. AIl are keyed by page to the 
chronological presentation of God 
Passes By. but are useful in them
selves, apart from that work. 

'Abdu'l-BahU-The Center of the 
Covenant 

28 pp. Bound in grey paper 
with blue border .... " .... $ .25 
By Juliet Thompson. 
The person of the Master, with 
many of the stories which endear 
Him to all and help to reveal His 
unique Station and function. 
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conference dtendanls at Kampala witb the Guardian's repre
sentailve, Leroy loas, Hand of the Cause. 

Ba.hi'is from the United States. Great Britain. Tunis and fJriq 
with new believers of the Teso tribe, Kampala., Uganda, Africa. 

Holy Days: 
July 9, Martyrdom of the Bab 

Jubilee Celebrations: 
3rd Baha'i Intercontinental 

Conference, Stockholm, Sweden 
-July 21-2ti 

4th Baha'i Intercontinental Conft:!r
ence, New Delhi, India-octo
ber 7-15 

Feasts ; 
July 13-Kalimat, Words 
August I-Kamal, Perfection 
August 20---Asma', Names 

National Assembly Meetings: 
July 9. 10, 11, 12 
August 28, 29,30,31 

Summer School Sessions: 
Geyserville-June 28 to August 2, 

1953 
Louhelen-J uly 5 to September 7. 
1953 

Green Acre-July 13 to September 
7, 1953 

International School-July 19 to 
August 2. 1953 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this thy servant and this Thy 
mllid·servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. a Lord! Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace . . /' 

-'Abdu'l·Baha 

Stanford, Calif.-Miss Carole Swail to 
Mr. Dwight Allen, April 12, 1953 

Berkeley, Calif.-Miss Eunice JoAnn 
Hoos to Mr. David Rutledge. April 
19. 1953 

Tacoma. Wash.-Miss Audrey K. Dnl
gan to Gilbert 1. Stephens. March 
6. 1953 

New York. N.Y.-Miss Helen Damiano 
to Mr. Ward. January 16, 1953 

"Death proffereth unto every confi
dent believer the cup that is life in
deed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
b€arer of gladness. It conferreth the 
gift of everlasting life. H 

-BAIIA'U'LLAH 

(Mr. Morris Eisenberg; Miami, Fla. 
(date not reported) 

Mrs. Olive Kolbe; New York City 
May 1, 1953 

Mrs. Helen Atterson; Queens. N.Y. 
(date not reported) 

Mrs. Mabel Wever; Arcadia, CaUl, 
May 10, 1953 

Mrs, Louise D. Boyle; Washington. D.C~ 
May 3, 1953 

Mr. Max Gootherts; San Mateo, Calif. 
Maya, 1953 

Mr. John B. Becktel; Kansas City, Mo. 
April 19th. 1953 

Mrs. Ruth Parker, Palmer, Mass. 
April 26th, 1953 

Mrs. Maria Ioas, Oak Park, Ill. 
May 25th 1953 

Mr, Alex L. Marsolais; Sultan. Wash. 
April 16th, 1953 

BAHA'T NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembl:,-" 01 the Baha'is of the United States:. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is throughout the United States, and to Baha'i adminisuative bodies in other lands, Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith informed of internatiOnaL national and local Baha'i developments. and serve as an organ for the distribu
tion of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Baha'i Council, and the general announcements pre· 
pared by the American National SpirituaJ Assembly. 
Reports. plans. news items and photographs of general interest ar:e requested from national {:ommittees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other Lands. Material is clue in Wilmette on the first day ot the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1953~1954: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Manag· 
ing Editor; Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National BaM'i Administrative Headquarters. 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
nIinois, U,S.A. 



FIRST PIONEER REPORT 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

is happy to announce the first Ameri
can pioneers to arrive at their posts 
under the World Crusade. 

Mrs. Rose Perkal arrived On 

Kodiak Island, Territory of Alaska, 
July 8. 

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Sears 
and Michael Sears arrived in Johan
nesburg, Union of South Africa, July 
18. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Gulick, Jr. 
and infant son, Mrs. Shawkat 'Ali 
F araju 'llab and Miss Ella M. Bailey 
arrived in Tripoli July 20. 

These first Americans to reach 
their goals are but a slight indication 
of the stream of pioneers who either 
are now enroute or are making final 
preparations to leave in the coming 
weeks. Pioneering is now the spiri
tual challenge placed before the con
science of each individual believer. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

. Correction 
The National Assembly statement 

on page 2 of the June BAHA'i NEWS 

has given the impression that Ameri
can pioneers are not to settle in vir
gin areas if pioneers from other 
countries are already there. This is 
not the case. The Guardian wishes 
American pioneers to go to every 
one of the one hundred and thirty-one 
virgin areas. This is a spiritual op
portunity and obligation given us by 
the Master in the Divine Plan. 
American pioneers aTe free to settle 
an.ywhere in these new areas. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

Top of the lantern with Spire, the culminating point of 
the Dome of the Shrine of the Bib. 
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Tbe Shrine of the Dab, seen from the foot of the terraces. The piUars of the Ia.ntern of the Dome, made of pink Baveao 
granite. shown ready 10 be hoisted Into position . 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

Jubilee Convention 

The Jubilee Convention of the 
Baha'is of Australia and New Zea
land took place from Friday, April 
30 to Sunday, May 3. Consolidation 
and Preparation was the theme of 
the Convention, according to the key
note speaker J who said: 

HOur task is to consolidate the 
goals already won and to prepare 
ourselves for the 10 Year Plan which 
will take us beyond the confines of 
our country and bring us into close 
contact with the rest of the world. 
The 10 Year Plan will call for great 
courage, fortitude and sacrifice, but 
our reward, 'On its achievement, will 
be glorious beyond compare." 

Addressing the. Convention, Clara 
Dunn, Hand of the Cause, said: 

"My message to you is to love 
each other like the Master won 

. . . . . . 

everyone with his love. . if we do 
not cultivate this love we cannot 
succeed. We must have Baha'i love 
and the Baha'i spirit." 

The Convention was a particularly 
happy one and concentration on 
achieving the goals of the Global Cru
sade already has led to the forma
tion of committees for pursuing the 
assigned tasks and to the dispatch
ing of pioneers to some areas. 

A Hand of the Cause Pioneers 

From "down_ under" < comes the 
news that Clan. Dunn, Hand of the 
Cause, is adding luster to her long 
record of service to the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah by pioneering in NewR 
castle, a large port-city on the coast 
of New South Wales. 

New Delhi Conference Plans 

It is anticipated that thirty Aus
tralian and New Zealand believers 
will attend the Fourth Intercontin
ental Baha'i Teaching Conference at 
New Delhi, India. Clara Dunn, Hand 
of the Cause, will be among them. 

Baha'( in Pix 

PIX~ Australia's outstanding news 
picture magazine, carried a three-

page article in its May 2 issue. Writ
ten by Stanley Bolton, a member of 
the Australia and New Zealand Na
tional Assembly t the article answered 
19 questions frequently asked about 
the Faith. Illustrations included a 3-
column. full-page portrait of 'Abdu'l
Bahil, a large picture of the Baha'i 
House of Worship in Wilmette and 
pictures of groups of Baha'is of Aus
tralia and New Zealand. 

Mr. Bolton quoted liberally from 
the writings of Shoghi Effendi, and, 
in answering the question "What 
contribution are the Baha'is making 
to world peace?", directed attention 
to Baha'u'llah's Tablets to the Kings. 
After speaking of Bahil Pi participa
tion in the activities of the United 
Nations and, previously, the League 
of Nations, he said: 

"But long before the evolution 
of these in terna tional bodies 
Baha'u'llah, himself, while a prison
er, wrote to the rulers of Europe and 
Christendom - the Czar, the Shah, 
Napoleon III, Queen Victoria, the 
Kaiser r the Pope - urging them to 
meet in a world council and banish 
war from the face of the planet. The 
catastrophe of the West since the 
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The beIl-.baped lop of the lanlem lor the Sbrlne, showing 
the thin. gilded. spire, prior to its erection in position on the 

Dome. 

The first rows of gilded iiles on the Do-me of the Shrine of 
the Bib are shown, gleaming in the sunlight. 

writing of these tablets has been a 
tragic commentary on mankind and 
has invested these tablets with a 
prophetic and terrible interest." 

CANADA 
Dr_ Furoltan Continues Can.dian Tour 

Dr. 'Ali-Akbar Furutan, Hand of 
the Cause, with his interpreter, Mr. 
Anvar, has continued his visits to 
Canadian communities and assem
blies. 

In Winnipeg, a trip was made to 
a near-by Indian reservation. 

In Toronto, Dr. Funitan addressed 
a capacity audience at a public 
meeting in the Hambourg House. 

In Kingston, the "Whig-Standard" 
published a good picture and wrote 
an excellent interview. 

Throughout the tour the many 
meetings with the friends have been 
a unique and thrilling experience. 
For most of the Canadian believers 
it was the first opportunity to meet 
a Baha', from the birthplace of the 
Faith and to hear at first hand of 
experiences in a land where there 
are communities of thousands of Ba-

ha'ls and where a Baha'i may still 
find a martyr's death. 

Dr. Furutan's facility in answering 
all kinds of questions gave concrete 
meaning to the universality and the 
practicability of the teachings of 
Baha'u'llith. 

CENTRAL AMER!CA 
Hand of Cause Visits 
Newly-formed Grou p 

The new Baha'i group of Puerto 
Limon, Costa Rica, recently formed 
through the extension teaching ef
forts of the San Jose Assembly, have 
reported their joy in the visit of 
Dhikru'llaIt Khadem, Hand of the 
Cause, to their community during 
his recent trip through Central Amer
ica. The Puerto Limon Group, whose 
numbers have been steadily growing 
since their formation in April, con
duct regular study classes twice a 
week which are open to inquirers 
and interested contacts. 

Crus.de Activities in Central America 
Immediately after receiving the 

Guardian's Convention message to 
the Baha'is of Central America, the 

National Assembly named two new 
Teaching Committees, the American 
and the Asian, according to instruc
tions contained in the cable. Since 
that time, the American Teaching 
Committee has been functioning con
tinuously, sending out letters, ques
tionnaires and information to fifty
two prospective pioneers for virgin 
and consolidation areas in Central 
America. Many of these are couples 
who are on pensions or who have 
means of their own, which greatly 
facilitates their placement in virgin 
areas where employment is hard 
to get. 

Pioneers have already gone to 
Managua, Nicaragua; San Jose1 Cos
ta Rica; Paget and Hamilton, Ber
muda. 

The Western Hemisphere Teaching 
Committee of the United States is 
collaborating with the Teaching 
Committees of Central America. 

National Bedion 
Results of the balloting for the 

National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Central America have 
been announced. The incoming mem-

l 



4 

bers are: Mrs. Cora H. Oliver, Mrs. 
Raquel de Constante, Mr. James V. 
Facey, Mrs. Elena Marsella Fernie, 
Mr. Harold Murray, Mr. Randolph 
Fitz-Henley. Mrs. Louise Caswell, 
Mrs. Marcia Stewart, Mr. Artemus 
Lamb. 

PERSIAN HANDS VISIT 
AMERICAN COMMUNITIES 

Since the Second Intercontinental 
Conference the Persian Hands of the 
Cause have been engaged in wide
spread teaching activities. Respond
ing to the Guardian's cabled request 
that they disperse and visit the cities 
of the United States and the coun
tries of Central and South America, 
Valiyu'llan Varqa and Dhikru'llili 
Khadem visited Baha'i centers in 
Florida (page 5) on their way to 
South and Central America, 'Ali
Akbar Furutan traveled through 
Canada, while in the United States 
Musa Banimi toured the centers in 
California and Tarazu'llah Saman
dari and Shu'a'u'llah 'Alai visited 
AssembHes from the Pacific North
west to the Atlantic coast. 

A partial list of the cities visited 
in the United States includes Boise, 

Idaho; Denver and Colorado Springs, 
Colorado; Kansas City, Missouri; 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Peoria, Illinois; 
Nashville, Tennessee; Greensboro, 
North Carolina; Bingham ton, Ro
chester and Buffalo, New York; De
troit, Michigan. Mr. Samandari and 
General 'Al.i'i also visited the Jtu1ior 
Youth session at Louhelen Summer, 
School. 

In every place visited several 
meetings were held; some intimate 
gatherings of Baha'is where stories 
of the early days of the Faith brought 
the influence of those heroic times 
closer to the American believers; 
others, public meetings where the 
Hands of the Cause, speaking 
through an interpreter. dramatized 
the universal, world-wide response 
to the call of Baha'u'llah. 

Radio and press interviews were 
frequent. In each of these the pur
pose of the trip was explained and 
some of the Baha'i concepts ex· 
pounded. 

In speaking with the believers 
across the country, the Hands of the 
Cause have emphasized the respon
sibility of the American Baha'is in 
the execution of the Ten Year Cru
sade. This, they said, is because of 
the many bounties poured out on 
the American people, such as Ba
ha'u'lHlh's unusual mention of the 
Americas in the Aqdas, the laying 
of the cornerstone of the Mother 

AUGUST, 1fS3 

Temple of the West by 'Abdu'l-Baha 
Himself, and the sending of Amatu'l
Baba, Rul.>iyyih Khilnum, by our be
loved Guardian as his representative 
at the Intercontinental Teaching Con. 
ference in Chicago and the Dedica. 
tion of the House of Worship in Wil. 
mette. 

Among the reasons offered by the 
Hands for the great success of the 
Persian Baha'is in teaching the 
Faith, in spite of the opposition to 
which they have a1ways been sub. 
jected, were their diligent study of 
the Teachings and their uncompro
mising obedience to the spirit of the 
Baha'i administrative order, and to 
the majority decision. 

The way the assemblies, groups 
and isolated friends rose to the oc. 
casion in arranging for accommoda. 
tions and meetings, in seeing that 
as many friends as possible might 
share the bounty of the visits of the 
Hands of the Cause, was a positive 
factor in the success of these teach· 
ing trips. Baha'is and close contacts 
travelled as much as 300 miles and 
more in order to avail themselves of 
the opporttmity to meet these emis
saries of the Guardian. In this way, 
many more communities than the 
centers visited were reached. 

Universally, the reaction of the 
believers has been one of re-dedi
cation to the Faith. Typical quota
tions from letters to the National 
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Spiritual Assembly express the grati
tude of Baha'is across the United 
States in words such as these: 

"We ... have been greatly blessed 
by their presence," j' .•. this week
end was a highlight in our BaM.'i 
experience," "Baha'i children were 
very much impressed, especially by 
Mr. Samandari, because he had met 
Baba'u'lJah." "We wish to express 
our deep feeling of indebtedness to 
them and also to our beloved Guardi
an upon whose request they came." 

The presence of the Hands of the 
Cause at the Intercontinetal Conferw 

ences and their journeys throughout 
the world have a wakened in the be
lievers (as the visit of the Persian 
Hands throughout the Americas has 
done in a most vital way), a fuller 
measure of realization of the mean
ing of the words of the Guardian On 

the occasion of the appo.intment of 
the first contingent of the Hands of 
the Cause: 

'·Nascent institution forging fresh 
links binding rising World Center 
Faith to consolidating World Com
munity followers Most Great Name 
. .. " (Baha'i News, Jan. 1952) 

FAITH IN ACTION 
The Declaration of the Bab was 

celebrated by the Baha'is of Miami, 
Miami Beach and North Dade Coun
ty at a joint meeting which was 

at Jelt: 
Raising the bell of the lantern up into position. 
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center: 
Adjusting the bell of tbe lantern on the pillars 
on top of the Dome. 
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at righl: 
The lantern of tbe Dome, co.mpleted lune 18, 1955. 

addressed by two Hands of the 
Cause, VaIiyu'llah Varqa and Dhik
ru'llili Khadem. Mrs_ Khadem told 
the story of the Declaration. Then 
Dhikru'llah li.hildem spoke of the 
Faith of Baha'u'UiIh and of the Guar
dian. 

On May 24, Mr. Varqa and Mr. 
Khadem spoke at the regular Sun
day night meeting in Miami and at 
another gathering in Miami Beach. 

On May 2, the same day as the 
dedication of the Mawriqu'l-A<llikar 
in Wilmette. a television presenta
tion of the Faith, centered on the 
Temple, was produced over KGMB 
(TV), Honolulu, through the efforts 
of the Baha'is of Honolulu, Hawaii, 
Favorable reaction to this publi
city has resulted. 

The Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
ha'is of Los Angeles, California, have 
appointed a "Crusade Committee" 
to aid the pioneering effort and pass
ed a motion that the function of the 
Los Angeles Baha'i Community this 
Baha'i year shall be primarily the 
encouragement of the dispersion of 
its members into national and in
ternational pioneering fields. 

On Saturday, June 27 of this Jubi
lee Year, about 65 Baha'is and their 
friends gathered in the Peoria, 111i~ 

nois, Baha'i Center to celebrate the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the found~ 
ing of the Peoria Baha'I Community. 
Three of the ten believers enrolled 

in 1928 were present. Local news
papers carried the story of the cele
bration. 

BAHA'I ON THE CAMPUS 
After four years of consistent ef

fort the Baha'i Fellowship study and 
discussion group at the University of 
Chicago is gaining recognition. The 
1953 issue of Cap and Gown has pub
lished a picture of the Baha'i House 
of Worship at Wilmette with an ar
ticle which said of the group: 

"It stresses the necessity of an 
unfettered search after truth and 
finds in the stirring history and uni
versal principles of the Baha'i Faith 
a steadily-growing world-wide move
ment that seems to have, in the 
words of Oxford's Dr. Jewett, "the 
promise of the future'." 

NEWS SERVICE CONTINUES 
OPERATIONS 

The Centenary News Service. now 
the Baha'i News Service, is continu
ing full-scale operations, pressing the 
advantage gained through the nation
wide publicity secured at the time of 
the Second Intercontinental Confer
ence. The Press clipping book, beau
tifully compiling the releases which 
appeared at that time, is on its way 
to the Guardian. 

5 
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TEACHING COMMITTEES 
FOR THE WORLD CRUSADE 

For the information of the friends, the National Assembly lists the 
Teaching Committees before the Annual Directory is available. 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE' TEACHING COMMITI'EE (for areas assigned to Ameri
ca outside continental United States; includes Alaska, Hawaii and 
Puerto Rico) 

Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, Secretary 
73 College Road, West 
Princeton, New Jersey 

EUROPI!:A.N TEACHING COMMITI'I:E (for areas and projects assigned to 
America in Europe) 

Mrs .. Julia Shows, Secretary 
4405 Kirk Street 
Skokie, Illinois 

UNITED STATES AnucA T&cHINC COMMITTEE (for the areas and projects 
assigned to America in Africa) 

Mrs. Bessie Barham. Secretary 
1277 New Hampshire Ave., N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 

ASIA TEACHING COMMIT'l"EE (for the areas and projects assigned to 
America in Asia) 

Miss Charlotte Linfoot, Secretary 
156 Nova Drive 
Piedmont 10, California 

NA'I'ION.&L TEACHING COMMITTEE (for pioneer and settlement activities 
and teaching within continental United States) 

Mrs. Jesma Herbert, Secretary 
725 S. Alvaredo Street 
Los Angeles, 57, California 

AMERICAN INDIAN SERVIcr COMMITI'EE 

Mrs. Nancy Phillips, Secretary 
736 Encanto Drive, S.E. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

AUGUST, 1953 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
TEACHING NEWS 

The four virgin goals in the Ameri
cas assigned to our NSA are being 
rapidly won. Mrs. Rose Perkal of 
New York City arrived on Kodiak 
Island off the coast of Alaska on July 
8. Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Crane of 
Orlapdo, Florida, a rrived on Key 
West on July 20. Mr. and Mrs. Jenabe 
Caldwell and their three children left 
Great Falls, Montana, for the Aleu
tian Islands on July 18. Another pio
neer is ready to leave for the Falk
land Islands oil' the coast of Argen
tina as soon as his visa is cleared. 

Our beloved Guardian's messages 
have made it clear that America's 
Spiritual Primacy is closely bound 
up with the assistance America must 
lend toward the winning of the virgin 
goals assigned to all the other NSAs. 
This raises our task in this hemis
phere from four virgin goals to 
twenty-seven, 

First Impressions 
of a Pioneer 

Mrs. Rose Perkal has given us 
some glimpses of pioneering in a 
virgin goal, which we share with the 
friends through excerpts from her 
first letters: 
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Panoramic view of newly developed garden of the Shrine of Baha~u'lli.h at Bahji. 

"God is good to me and I am grate
ful for having the opportunity of 
being able to serve the Cause in such 
clean, progressive surroundings. . . 
At first one may be a little dismayed 
as I was when I first came in, but 
then as one looks around with the 
eyes of a Baha'i, he sees a wonder
ful future for this lovely island . . . 
When one begins to investigate, there 
are great possibilities for not only 
the pers:on seeking to do business, 
but also for a wonderful Baha Pi Com
munity ... There is beauty here. 
The ruggedness of Maine, hills, green 
foliage. high grass. islands ... The 
more I am amazed at the insight and 
knowledge the Guardian has in se
lecting these posts. Everything here 
is rugged, but already you can see 
the growth of a modern town - a 
new civilization." 

Remaining Hemisphere Goal. 

This committee is now devoting its 
primary effort toward helping to 
place American pioneers in the re-. 
maining virgin territories of this 
hemisphere. Those friends interested 
in these remaining spiritual prizes, 
please contact Mrs. -Katherine Mc
Laughlin, Secretary. 

73 College Road West, 
Princeton, N. j. 

-WESTERN HEMISPHERE 'IEA.cHING 

COMMIT'I'EE 

TEMPLE GUIDES COMMITTEE 

31.844 people have visited the Ba
ha'i House of Worship at Wilmette 
since its public dedication on May 2. 
They have come from all parts of 
the world and all walks of life. The 
entire building is open every week
day from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and on Sunday from 10:30 A.M. to 
5:00 P.M. During these times visi t
ors are shown colored slides, ac
companied by a recorded presenta
tion of the Faith, and are conducted 
through the foundation area displays 
by guides who explain the exhibits 
and answer questions. 

On Sunday. .July 26. representa
tives of the National Spiritual As
sembly and the Temple Reception 
Committee welcomed Mr. R. Moham
med Kafrawi, Secretary-General of 
the Ministry of Religious Affairs of 
the Republic of Indonesia to the 
Baha'i House of Worship. 

The House of Worship in Wilmette 
was visited on .July 29 by Rousen 
Takashina. Archbishop of the S5tii 
sect of the Buddhists of Japan, with 
his secretaries. His Eminence Taka
shina represents 20,000 churches 
with congregations totalling 25,000,-
000 adherents. 

It is thrilling to see the reaction 
of visitors to the beauty of 
the Temple and to the message of 

Baha'u·llah. The privilege of guiding 
is open to Baha'is. If you wish to be 
a guide, or to have a part in greet
ing visitors, communicate with: 

Temple Guides Committee 
Mrs. Joan Anderson 
69 East Cedar Street 
Chicago 11. Dlinois. 

BAHA'I NEWS SERVICE 

Last year this committee sent a 
letter to all groups and isolated be
lievers requesting, in the case of 
groups, that they appoint one mem
ber to be put on the Baha'i News 
Service mailing list to receive all 
press releases and commWlications 
from the committee. This year, to 
save time and expense. they ask 
that a postal card be sent to the 
committee giving the name of the 
one appointed. Please state whether 
you repres ent a group or are an 
isola ted believer. 

If a group or isolated believer is 
already represented on the mailing 
list by the same person appointed 
last year. it will not be necessary 
to write the committee. 

Send all commWlications to: 
Baha'i News Service 
Nina Matthisen, Secretary 
77 E. Cedar Street 
Chicago 11, Illinois 
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Jubilee Year 
PROGRMI FOR THIRD INTER.CONTINENTAL BAHA'I CONFERENCE 

As this issue of BAHA~i NEoWS goes to press, 
the Third Inter·Continental Baha'i Conference 
is drawing to a close in Stockholm. The Fourth 
Inter·Continental Baha'i Conference will be held 
at New Delhi, India, from October 7 to 15. Then 
these four great meetings which the Guardian 
has characterized as Hconstituting the high
lights of the centenary celebrations commem
orating this unique period in Baha'i history" 

will be past. 

The full import of these gatherings will be 
realized during the succeeding months of our 
dispersion to pioneer posts. Their inspiration 
will light our accelerated activities in all 
spheres of BaM.'i endeavor. Although the Ten 

Year Crusade will bring other moments of deep 
spiritual significance, these moments must be 
recorded in our hearts and in our deeds. The 
influence of our beloved Guardian through his 
appointed representatives, the presence of so 
many of the Hands of the Cause in our midst, 
the joys of association in the atmosphere of re
dedication to the Faith of Baha'u'llilh are 
realities to all of the believers. 

BA1U/i NEWS presents the. program of ac· 
tivities in Stockholm in order that we all may 
share, to the limits of our capacities, in the 
great events which took place this month in 
Sweden. The September issue of BAHA'i NEWS 

will bring a full report of those events. 

THIRD INTER -CONTINENTAL BAHA'I CONFERENCE 

July 21-26, 1953 

Stockholm, Sweden 

Chairman. 7 EDNA M. TRUE 

Vice-Chairman1 MARION HOFMAN 

Co-Secretaries 7 HONOR KEM:PT'ON, ANNE LYNCH 

Tuesday, July 21 
8 :00 P.M. Informal Reception by the Stockholm Baha'i Community 

Wednesday, July 22 
9:30~9:45 A.M. Devotions 

10:00-12:00 Noon Message for the Guardian presented by Ugo Giachery, special 
Representative of the Guardian 

Presentatioll of the Hands of the Cause of God 
Greetings from the Baha'i World 
Roll Call 

3:0()'5:30 P.M. Unveiling of the Sacred Gift sent by the Guardian 

8 :00 P.M. Public Meeting - Concert Hall 
BAHA'I WORLD FAITH 

The Regeneration of the Individual Man (in Swedish) 
Gerd Strand, Oslo, Norway 

The Reconstruction of Human Society (in English) 
Prof. Zeine N. Zeine, Beirut, Lebanon 

Chairman: Hans Odemyr, Stockholm, Sweden 



BAHA'I NEWS 

. ~ 

Thursday, July 23 
9:30-9:45 A.M. 
10 : 00-12 : 00 Noon 

3:00-5:30 P.M. 

Devotions 
I. Launching the World.Embracing Spiritual Crusade Ugo Giachery 
II. Europe's Part in the Ten Year Global Crusade Hermann Grossmann 

Consultation on Specific Goals 
a. Surveys of New Territories 
h. "Consolidation" 

First and Second In~er:!cr.Ln'2n~a~ Teaching C::mf~rence 
a. Africa 

Kamapala 

b. All-America 
Wilmette-Chicago 

c. Temple Dedication 

Musa Banfmi 
S~u'.i'u'llah 'A1a'i 

8:15-10:00 P. M. Sufferings of Bahil'u'llilh and Their Significance 

Mildred Mottahedeh 
Beatrice Ashton 

Horace Holley 
George Townsend 

Dhikru'llah Khadem 

Friday, July 24 
9:30-9:45 A.M. 
10:00-12:00 Noon 

Afternoon 
S:lS-1O:00 P. M. 

Saturday, July 25 
9:30-9: 45 A.M. 
10 :00-12:00 Noon 

3:00-5:00 P.M. 
7:30P.M. 

Sunday , July 26 
9:30-9:45 A.M. 
10:00-12:00 Noon 
3:00-5:30 P.M. 

Devotions 
The Divine Plan of 'Abdu'I-Baha 
1. Missions Achieved 

a. America's contribution-First and Second Seven Years Plans 
Elsa Steinmetz 

b. Europe's Contribution 
1. National Plans of Great Britain John Ferraby 
2. National Plans of Germany Anna Grossmann 

II. The Ten Year Global Crusade-Last Phase of the Initial Epoch of the 
the Divine Plan Dorothy Baker 

A sightseeing visit by steamer ~o places of interest in Stockholm 
Birth and Development of the Institutions of the Faith Horace Holle:v 

Devotions 
Opening up New Territories 

a. First Steps 
1. Committee planning 
2. Pioneers 

a. Spiritual Pre-Requisites 
b. Practical preparation 

3. Unique aspects of Pioneer Teaching Methods and TechniQue.<:. 
b. Pioneer Experiences 

Opening up New Territories (continued) 
Unity Banquet, to be held in the Town Hall, Stockholm 

Co-Chairmen: Charles Mason Remey 
Amelia E. Coliin. 
Etty Graeffe 

Devotions 
Summary of Conference and Recommendations 
Closing of Conference by a Hand of the Cause of God 
"Arise to Action" U go Giachery, 

Representative of 
the GuardiaI1 

All sessions of the Conference will be in the Medborgarhuset, 
except where otherwise designated . 

, 



10 

Valiyu'Uih Varqa, IIaDd of the Cause, with some of the South American friends 
a.1 the airport, Rio de .Janeiro. 

Newly-eleeted Spiritual Assembly of Kuching. Sarawak. British Borneo. 

BAHA'I LITERATURE 
FOR THE BLIND 

The believers who find increased 
opportunities to bring the Baha'i 
message not only to the sighted, but 
also to the blind, will welcome this 
list of the Braille pamphlets which 
are available at this time through the 

National Committee on Baha'i Serv
ice for the Blind. 

For those who read through their 
finger-tips, Braille literature is es
sential. 
Pamphlets in BTaiHe, Grade Two 

1. Faith for Freedom ......... $1.25 
2. World Order Through World 

Faith and The World Faith of 

AUGUST. 1953 

Baha'u'llah, a Summary. (Set of 
Two Braille pamphlets; to reo 
quest, order "The Set") ... $1.25 

3. The Baha'i House of Worship 
(ThIs Faith, This Temple. Pub· 
lished in Braille, April, 1952) 
............................ $1.25 

4. The Open Door ............ $ .65 
5. The Mission of Baha'u'llah (The 

Jubilee pamphlet, published 
March 25,1953) .......... $.1.80 

Pamphlets in Braille, Grade One
and-a-Half 

1. Communion With God ...... $ .65 
2. Nine-Inscription Booklet ... $ .15 

Kindly send remittance with order 
to: 

Baha'i Service For The Blind 
616 No. Oxford Avenue 
Los Angeles 4, California 

"PRESS ACCLAIM" SHEET 
AVAILABLE 

The Baha'i News Service will issue 
a new "Press Acclaimu sheet as soon 
as possible. This will contain Jubilee 
clipplngs and a portion will be de
voted to articles, written by be
lievers, which have been published 
in special feature columns such as: 
"The Moving Finger," '~Guide For 
Daily Living," "This I Believe," "My 
Religion And What It Means To Me" 
and "My Greatest Spiritual Experi~ 
ence. H 

Fulfillment of Promises 
uThe time fore-ordained un to the 

peoples and kIndreds of the earth is 
now come. The promises of God, as 
recorded in the holy Scriptures, have 
all been fulfilled." 

Mission of BaM'u'll<ih-page 6 
Jubilee Pa mphlet 

New Editions 

Baha'i Administration. By Shoghi 
Effendi. This is a new edition, at
tractively bOWld in blue, stamped in 
gold..... ....... . ............ . .$2.50 

Know Your Uterature 
How weH do you know YOUT liteTa

ture? Study the following and see if 
you have them in your libraries or 
are making full use of them in your 
teaching work: 
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The Baha'i Peace Program. By 
'Abdu'l-Baha. One of our most at
tractive books, suitable a s a gift. 
This book is especially appropriate 
for presentation to leapers of thought 
on universal and world peace 
themes. Contains 'Abdu'l-Baha's let
ter to Dr. August Forel on God and 
the Universe, His letter to the Cen
tral Orgauization for a Durable 
Peace, and excerpts from The Se
cret of Divine Civilization. 'Abdu'l
BaM's words on these subjects be
come more revealing. to us each 
day. A well-designed book, bound in 
flexible, imitation leather, stamped 
in gold ........................ $1. 50 
Bound in green paper ........ $ .75 

The Baha'i Principle of Civiliza
tion. By Horace Holley. A dignified 
but dynamic account of the unfold
ment of world civilization under the 
impetus of the Holy Spirit. Outlines 
the pattern for coordinating and 
uniting the forces that have become 
hopelessly divided in today'. world. 
A useM teaching pamphlet, inex
pensive but very readable. 32 pp. 
Each ......................... $ .05 

Twenty-five Years of the Guard
ianship. By RlliJiyyih KM.num. This 
work is as vital today as when first 
published in 1948, opening up new 
depths of understanding of our first 
Guardianship, giving us a deeper vis
ion of the present stage of develop
ment in our Cause. All who heard 
RUl).iyyih Khanum speak of the 
Guardian at the recent Conference in 
Chicago will again be brought close 
to the spirit of love, of deeper com
prehension and devotion' which she 
generated in our hearts. Invaluable 
as an aid to any study of the Cov
enant. 27 pp, 5 x 8, paper cover. 
Each ......................... $ .25 

The MaTtyT-Prophet Of a World 
Faith. By William B. Sears. The 
story of the youthM Bab, His gen
tleness and unutterable courage, told 
lovingly and with a deep understand
ing of the power within it to stir the 
heart. Around the world-in Amer
ica, in Germany, in Persia-this was 
the time of great religious anticipa
tion, the time of "the return." Con
tains quotations from eminent schol
ars, A. L. M. Nicholas, Sir Francis 
Younghusband, Edward G. Browne 
and others. Useful as background 
material to individual Baha'is and 
for presentation to any interested 
contact. 19 pp., 6 x 9, ivory paper 
cover with decorative green border 
and title. Each ............ .. $ .15 
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Newly incorporaied. Spiritual Assembly of San Diego, CaJirornia. 

Displa.y in the Public Library, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Race and Man. A compilation by 
Maye Harvey Gift and Alice Sim
mons Cox. Great effort in research 
was expended to provide an excel
lent source book on this subject. The 
first section of the book deals with 
Scientific and Sociological Thought. 
quoting from leaders in the field. 
The second section gives the Spirit
ual Teachings on Race Unity from 
the writings of Baha.'u'Il;3.h, 'Abdu'l
Baha, Shoghi Effendi, with some 
quotations from the Old and New 

Testaments and the Qur'an. A large 
section 'Of valuable references to au
thors and their works. Study this 
book and prepare yourself as a 
Baha'i to discuss wisely a subject 
that concerns so many people in to
day's world. 134 pp., green· stiff 
cover. Each ................. $1.00 

(See New Baha'i Literature Cata
log for quantity prices on above 
items.) 

II: ,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111;' 1111111111111 ~ "1111111I1I1I1I1I11II11!IIIIIIIIIIIIIUlIIIJ 
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Jubilee Celebrations: 
3rd Baha'i Intercontinental Confer
ence, Stockholm, Sweden-July 21-
26 
4th Baha Pi Intercontinental Confer
ence. New Delhi, India-Oct.ober 
1-15 

Feasts 
August I-Kamal, Perfection 
August 2O-AsmaJ

• Names 
September S-'Izzat, Might 
September 21-Ma~"'yyat, Will 

National Assembly Meetings 
August 28, 29, 30, 31 
September 25, 26, 27 

Summer School Sessions 
Loubelen-July 5 to September 1, 
1953 
Green Acre-July 13 to September 
7, 1953 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord! Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine tor them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace ... " 

-' Abdu'l-Baha 

West Hollywood, Calif.-Miss Dorothy 
Jean Langrall to Mr. Kenneth R. Sim
mons, April 24, 1953 

Minneapolis, Minn.-Mrs, Catherin Jans
sen to Mr. Orville A Hanson, June 4, 
1953 

AUGUST, 1951 

Mr. R. Moha.mmad Kafrawt, Secretary.General of the MInis...,.. 
of ReUgious Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia. viewing the 
iDierJor decoration of the Baha'i House of Worship with Dr 
Wllliam Kenneth Christian (National Spiritual Assembly) and 

Mr. Glen A. Vasel, July 26, 1953. 

santa Monica, Cal.-Dr. Ida Jacqueline 
Crosby to Mr. Erwin Randolph Johnson, 
May 27, 1952 

Los Angeles, Ca1.-Miss Valerie Joan 
Latham to Mr. Nasru'llah Rasikh. June 
15, 1953 

Teaneck, N.J.-Miss Louann F. Mar
quardt to Mr. Allyn M. Kelsey. June 
27, 1953 

Teaneck, N. J.-Miss Grace M. Marino to 
Mr. Joseph H Cohen, June 28, 1953 

Wauwatosa, Wis.-Miss Jane Hassman to 
Mr. Donald L. Bohner, April 25, 1953 

New York, N.Y.-Miss Irma Tilke to Dr. 
Roberts E. Fuller, June 19th, 1953 

Death prollereth unto every confi
dent believer the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
l'earer Of gladness. It conferreth the 
gift of everlasting life. 

Mrs, Charlotte Mitchell, 
Sacramento, Calif .• 
.June 3. 1953 

-Baha'u'1!ah 

Mrs. Grace Zumbaugh Blackett, 
Battle Creek, Michigan 
May, 1953 

Mr. James Mann 
Peoria, Illinois 
May 31, 1953 

Mrs, Belva Williamson 
Redkey, Indiana 
May 22, 1953 

Mr. Arthur Meyer 
Los Angeles, California 
May 6, 1953 

Mrs. Helen Anderson 
Glendale, California 
June 24, 1953 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spit'itual Assembly of the Bahe'-Is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is throughout tbe United States. and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
memben of the Faith informed of international. national and local Baha'i developments. and serve as an organ for the distribu
bon of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Baha'i Council, ami the general announcements pre
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports. plans. news items and photographs of general interest are !'eQuested 1rom national committees and local assemblies 
of the United State:: as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue 10r which ft is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1953-1954: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Manag
ing Editor: Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatt'ice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, TIlinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baba'i Admimstrative Headquarters. 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette. 
nlinois, U.S .A. 
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THE GUARDIAN'S MESSAGE TO 
EUROPEAN CONFERENCE 
AND SCHOOL 

(On the) occasion? auspicious 
opening Luxembourg Teaching Con
ference coinciding (with the) eve (of 
the) historic Holy Year marking 
(the) conclusion (of the) series (of 
the) memorable annual gatherings, 
l<1aving (an) indelible imprint (on 
the) annals (of the) second stage 
(of the) evolution (of} 'AIldu'I-Baha's 
Divine Plan, wholeheartedly share 
feelings (of) joy, pride (and) gra ti
tude evoked (in the) hearts (of the) 
assembled representatives (of the) 
Baha'i Communities (on the) EurD
pean Continent (at the) prospect (of 
the) forthcoming convocation (of 
the) epoch-making convention (in) 
Florence, (the) harbinger (of the) 
birth (of the) Italo-Swiss Baha'i Na
tional Assembly. Stop. (The) proj
ected institutions called (into) being 
amidst (the) world-wide celebrations 
commemorating (the) inception (of) 
Bahli 'u'1lih's prophetic Mission, 
constituting fairest fruit (of the) ini
tial stage (of the) European crusade, 
bound (to) add its valuable support 
(to the) triple pillars recently erect
ed under (the) aegis (of the) same 
plan (in the) course (of the) same 
stage (of) its evolution designed (to) 
sustain (the) weight, (to) broaden 
(the) basis, (to) enhance (the) pres
tige, (to) add diversity (to the) ele
ments (that are) destined (to) par
ticipate (in) six continents (of the) 
globe, (in the) future election (of 
the) Universal House (of) Justice. 
Stop_ 

Moved (to) warmly congratulate 
(the) American National Spiritual 

The DeW garden iu front of the MaDSian at BabJi. 

Assembly, ably directing (the) va st 
operations (of the) European cru
sade from (the) heart (of the) 
North American Continent; (the) 
European Teaching Committee, (the) 
principal executor (of the) plan, 
inaugurating (the) European phase 
(of) America's unfolding mission; 
(the) European representative (of 
the) Committee established (in) 
Geneva, vigilantly coordinating 
(the) ramifications (of the) newly 
launched project; every subsidiary 
agency, regional (and) local, contri
buting its share (to the) triumph 
(of the) common cause; all pioneers, 
past (and) present; settlers, itiner
ant teachers, worthy emissaries (of 
the) Centre (of the) Covenant, who 
nobly responded (to) His call (in 
the) length (and) breadth (of the) 
ten goal countries; (the) entire body 
(of the) steadily multiplying native 
believers, constituting (the) core (of 

the) vanguard (of the) army, sin
gled out by (the) Lord (of) Hosts 
(for the) quickening (and the) ulti
mate conque.t (of the) spiritually 
slum bering continent, particularly 
(the) members (of the) twin rapidly 
rising communities (of) Italy (and) 
Switzerland, who singly (and) collec
tively hastened, through high en
deavours, (the) consummation (of 
the) enterprise, exceeding fondest 
expectations. Stop. Hail this crown
ing exploit (of the) Second Seven 
Year Plan as (the) forerunner (of 
the) formation (in) rapid succession, 
(in the) course (of the) third phase 
(of the) Plan conceived (by the) 
Center (of) Baha'u'llah's Covenant, 
(of) Regional-National Assemblies 
(in) Scandinavia, Benelux countries, 
Iberian Peninsula, themselves a pre
lude (to the) establishment (in) pres
ent (and) succeeding epochs (of the) 
evolution (of the) Divine Plan, (of} 



separate National Assemblies (in) 
each sovereign state, principality, 
(and) chief dependency (on the) Eu
ropean Continent, as well as (on the) 
neighbouring principal islands (of 
the) Mediterranean, Atlantic Ocean, 
(and) North Sea. Stop. 

Earnestly appeal (to) all partici
pants (in the) phenomenal birth 
(and) rise (of the) communities con
stituting weighty elements (in the) 
life (of the) firmly knit world Baha'i 
family (to) prepare themselves dur
ing present Conference (for the) fu
ture close collaboration (with the) 
long established sister communities 
(in the) British Isles, France, (and) 
Germany (to) meet (the) challenge 
(of the) major strenuous task consti
tuting (the) pivot (of the) delibera· 
lions (of the) approaching Stockholm 
Inter-eontinental Conference, de
signed (to) expand (and) consolidate 
(the) framework (of the) admin
istrative order (of the) Faith (of) 
Baha'u'llith (in the) north, south, 
west (and) heart (of the) European 
Continent, foreshadowing (the) 
launching (of) future enterprises 
(in) collabora lion (with the) Ger
man, Persian, 'Iraqi Baha'i Commu
nities, calculated (to) extend (the) 
regenerating influence (of the) same 
order (to) eastern (and) southeast
ern territories (of the) same conti
nent (and) eventually beyond its 
confines, across (the) Ural Moun
tains (to the) north, west (and) 
ultimately (to the) heart (of the) 
Asia tic Continent. Stop. 

Urge all attendants (to) dedicate 
part (of the) sessions (of this) Con
ference synchronizing (with) Cente· 
nary (of the) imprisonment (of) 
Baha'u'llith (in the) Siyith·Chal (in) 
prayerful remembrance (of the) 
sombre tragedy preceding (the) rise 
(of the) resplendant Orb (of the) 
august Revelation, (to) draw nigh 
(to) His spirit, (to) fix (their) 
thoughts (on) His promises, (to) de
rive fresh inspiration (from the) 
glorious triumph, following so close
ly (upon) His agonizing ordeal, (to) 
contemplate (the) magnitude (of) 
His Cause, (to) pledge themselves 
(to) ensure (in the) course (of the) 
decade opening before them (the) 
success (of the) twin colossal 
tasks assigned them, (the) propaga
tion (of) His Faith (and the) consoli
dation (of the) agencies (of) His ris
ing Administra ti ve Order throughout 
(the) entire European Continent. 
Haifa -SHOGm 
August 23, 1952 

NOVEMBER. 1952 

The Old Ruins 

Views of the ruins at BahJi in Ma.rch. 1952:, removal of wb1ch was the IBme 1D.velved. 
iD the legal case referred to in the Gua.rdla.n's ca.ble of .Jane 11, 195=. pubUsheCI .. 
Bah8.'f NeW'S for .July. The Covenanfi..breakers "IDsUtu:ted. le .... 1 proceediDp ap.bast; 
(the) Guardian (of the) Faith. questioned (his) rlPl (10) demolish dilapldaled h_ 
sltualed (wilbln the) preclncls (and) cODSlllu.1IDg (aD) aIfrooDl (10 !he) Moot BoI7 

Shrine (oj' the) Baha'i World. .. ." 

This five room building was loca.ted to the soutb and front of the Mansion, which caD 

be seen at. the left. The buildlDg and the court c.p.se associated with lts removal was 
described Iu. !he letler from the International Baha'I Council, published IJl _'i 

News, August, 1952.. 
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The New Gardens 

WUIdD. ODe week of the demoUtioa. of the J"UIDs~ opposite, a beauUtal garden bad bee!l 
crea&ed. over Ibe very spot where II had IJt.ood~ The pte- In '&be ceDlier Is the Dell' 

-.....,., to the Hoi" Court leacllD&" to the Shrlne of BahA'u'JIi.b. 

Marble vases, carved. W'bite Carrara ma.rble oma.nieDtS, lamp POSht CytIre&s trees, 
peacOQD, eagies, aDd pebbled walks dec<lraie the nelV Pr<ten. Enlrance to tho 

Manslcm of BabJI III ou the left. 
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STATE CONVENTIONS 

The State Conventions for election 
of delegates to the Jubilee Conven
tion, 1953, will be beld on Sunday, 
December 7, 1952; 

State Convention Committees have 
been appointed to make advance ar
rangements and to open the Con
ventions. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
will mail to every adult voting Baha'I 
in the United States a printed form 
with full explanation and agenda. 
Each voter will also receive a blank 
ballot to take to the Convention or 
mail in advance, if unable to attend 
in person. 

Every organic Baha'l function has 
vital importance during Jubilee 
Year, to prepare for the 1953 Con
vention, Intercontinental Conference. 
Jubilee Celebrations and public ded
ication of the Baha'i House of Wor
ship. 

Will each State Convention Com
mittee, and every voting Baha'i en
ergetically and prayerfuIly fuifill his 
responsibility. 

-NA'l'IONAL SPnuTuAL ASSEMBLY 

BAHA'IS AND THE PRINCIPLE 
OF INTERNAnONALlSM 

Beloved Friends: 
The society in which we live is 

struggling to find a solution to a 
number of difficult problems. 

Among these we note, for example, 
the problem of race amity, which has 
become acute as result of the loss 
of the old, long..,ontinued physical 
isolation of peoples-the cause of the 
development of distinctive racial 
characteristics and cultures. Aside 
from the Baha'I principle of the one
ness of mankind-the fulfilment of 
the teaching concerniog brotherhood 
found . in every ancient revealed 
Faith-,-there is no escape from the 
far-reaching influences of race 
prej udice in embittering wide areas 
of mankind today. 

We note also the problem of cre
ating a mutual relationship for the 
various - religious systems, each of 
which claims a divine origin and a 
unique authority and power. Efforts 
j;o assert ,inter-organizational unity. 
and to emphasize a few truths held 
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in common, succeed only in reaf ... 
firming the differences. For lack of 
religious unity the world can not gen
erate sufficient moral force to solve 
any problem of human association 
except on a limited, parochial, self
contained basis. The Baha'I teaching 
of progressive revelation, proclaim'" 
ing that all the Messengers are one 
in spirit and purpose, revolutionizes 
religion. The Baha'I community dem
onstra tes that religious unity can be 
achieved within a universal Faith but 
that there is no inter-organizational 
unity possible with the perpetuation 
of different systems, rites, formulas 
and officials. 

The problem which receives most 
attention today is that of inter
nationalism. The patriot fears that 
his own country would lose its sov
ereign power if brought wi thin any 
form of international government. He 
points to the failure of international
ism to establish any peace or securi· 
ty so far and protests that interna
tionalism is even inherently milita
ristic. His human rights, his cul
tures. ideals and property seem to 
him to be hazarded if other govern
ments and peoples are given the 
power to control them by majority 
vote. 

The internationalist in turn points 
out the fact that the nation is no 
longer sovereign in relation to world 
affairs and that nationalism has led 
the world to two disastrous interna
tional wars. He argues that these 
wars have impaired human rights, 
values and properties infinitely more 
than would be likely or even possible 
under a new world sovereignty. Fur
thermore he refers to the principle 
of federalism as already thorough
ly established by the experience of 
Switzerland and the United States. 
A world state, he explainS, would 
give the central government control 
only over international matters and 
leave a large measure of domestic 
control in the various national gov
ernments. 

What is the Baha'I position? In es
sence, it is spiritual and moral, not 
political. It affirms the oneness. ~d 
solidarity of mankind as a divme 
ereation, admitting that evolution is 
needed before this basic truth can 
be realized in cultural, social, eco
nomic and political terms. The dy
namic behind this evolution is not 
political action but the operation of 
the Holy Spirit. The Baha'I accepts 
as a present fact the truth of broth
erhood and understands the unbear-

able stresses and strains of modern 
civilization as fundamentally forms 
of opposition to or denial of the laws 
and principles which lie at the heart 
of every revealed Faith. Brotherhood 
as the spirit of cooperation the Baha'i 
recognizes to be the necessary sen
timent and motive of human life but 
incomplete without a social order 
giving it expression in action and 
pledged to preserve its ideal from 
destruction. 

The Baha'i position includes 
acceptance of the principle of world 
federation while realizing that hu
manity needs preparation morally 
and spiritually before a souod fed
eral order can be achieved. The 
Baha'i is concerned with the incul· 
cation of moral principles, the 
strengthening of hope, respect for 
government and implicit faith that 
humanity is under the guidance and 
protection of God. The Baha'i knows 
that mankind passes through differ
ent stages of development from in
fancy to maturity. At no stage can 
he turn back to the simpler and eas
ier past. God has decreed that peace 
and righteousness shall prevail on 
earth. Through the turmoil of argu
ment, the oppression of menacing 
danger, the Baba'i presses forward 
in this providential age, preserving 
in his heart a vision which no po
litical party can deny and no outer 
circumstance indict. His highest as· 
piration is to reflect to others some 
ray of the light of a New Day. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL AsSEMBLY 

THE PROPHECY OF DANIEL 

The Guardian has written the Na
tional Assembly to direct that a 
change be made in future editions of 
Esslemonfs "BaM'u:'IMh and the 
New Era .. n This correction has par~ 
ticular interest for the helievers at 
this time since it deals with the ful
filment of prophecy. 

"Regarding the prophecy of Dan
iel: The passage in Esslemont 
should be changed to state that this 
prophecy refers to the one-hun
dredth anoiversary of the Declara
tion of Bahil'u'llah, in the Garden of 
Ri<;lv'tn, Bag!ldad-referenee to this 
can be found in 'The Passing of 
'Abdu'I-Baha' in quotations from 
two of His Tablets." - Shoghi Ef
fendi, through his secretary, in let
ter dated June 30, 1952. 

-N .. =NAL SPmrruAL AsSI!IMBLY 
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MUSIC AT FEASTS 

A leiter addressed to the National 
Assembly, inquiring whether music 
can be provided at the Nineteen Day 
Feast, was referred to the Guardian. 
Shoghi Effendi's answer opens the 
door to a musical program at these 
Feasts wherever the local Assembly 
desires. 

"Music is permitted during the 
spiritual p art-<>r any part-<>f the 
Nineteen Day Feast." - Shoghi Ef
fendi, through his secretary, in let
ter dated June 30, 1952. 

ON VOTING IN CIVIL ELECTIONS 

H. • • • No Bah! 'i vote for an of· 
fleer, no Bah-a'i participation in the 
affairs of the Republic, shall involve 
acceptance . . . of a program or 
policy that contravenes any vital 
principle, spiritual or social, of the 
Faith. 

u •.• • No vote cast, or office un
dertaken, by a Baha'i should neces
sarily constitute acceptance, by the 
voter or office holder, of the entire 
program of any political party. No 
Baha'i can be regarded as either a 
Republican or Democrat, as such. 
He is above all else, the supporter 
of the principles enunciated by 
Baha'u'llah, with which, I am firmly 
convinced, the program of no politi· 
cal party is completely harmon
ious." (Shoghi Effendi) 

-NATIONAL SPmrruALo ASSEMBLY 

NaUo:aa1 Bah&'i Addresses 

National Baha'i Administrative 
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536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
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112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
lllinois. 
Make checks Payable to: 

National Baha'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
illinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
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View of NaiJ'Obi. Kenya, East Africa. The GuarcUan has arced the British National 
AMembly to concentrate OIl the fOl'Dlation of lID Assembly In Nairobi by April, 19$3. 

AFRICA 

letter frOm Guardian 
to British Natianal Assembly 

The British National Assembly re
ceived a letter from the Guardian, 
which contains passages concerning 
\lle Mrica Project. Excerpts from 
this message are printed here from 
the British Africa News. 

(Through his Secretary) 
"As regards the Africa campaign: 

this enterprise, so enthusiastically 
carried OD, has been throughout this 
past year Ibe greatest source of joy 
to the heart of the beloved Guardi
an .... The formation of the Dar es
Salaam and Kampala Assemblies 
was also a great satisfaction to him. 

"The guardian feels that although 
the Conference planned for Kampala 
is primarily a Conference and in no 
sense a Convention (having no dele
gates), Ibere is no objection to the 
representatives of various National 
Assemblies who may attend meeting 
in separate sessions for more special 
and concentrated consultation. Any 
Hands of the Cause attending could 
also be included in this private dis
cussion. 

.. He feels that now more than ever 
the British friends have every reason 
to feel proud of their accomplish
ments and happy over the very evi
den~ bestowals from the Throne on 
High. They have found, after half a 
century of development, scope for 
their abilities, and a field large 
enough to distinguish themselves in, 
and Ibey are certainly taking ad
vantage of it, much to Ibe delight 
of the Guardian and Ibeir fellow
Baha'is," 

(In his own hand) 
lIThe potent seeds, a loving and 

vigilant Master, sowed with His own 
hands in the course of a twice re
peated visit to Ibe homeland of Ibis 
community, are now, after having 
lain dormant for almost a quarter of 
a century, at long last, sprouting 
through Ibe lenglb and breadlb of 
the British Isles, and are even re
vealing the potency of their re
gener a ti ve power through the instru
mentality of those valiant pioneers, 
who, faithful to His Call and dedi
cated to His service, are leaving the 
shores of those islands to settle in 
territories of a far-away and back
ward continent. Amidst their arduous 
labours, in their contact with the 
heterogeneous tribes and races 
dwelling in that continent, in their 
dealings wilb Ibe civil authorities of 
divers countries and states within 
whose jurisdiction they will labour, 
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in their struggle with an inhospitable 
climate, in the hazards to which Ibey 
will be inevitably exposed, in the ad
ventures they may experience, in the 
reverses they may temporarily suf
fer, in the opposition they will meet 
with, in Ibe tests and trials they will 
undergo. His unfailing guidance will 
be vouchsafed to them in direct pro
portion to the degree of their conse
cration to their task, and the perse
verance, the courage and fidelity 
they will display as Ibey discharge 
their duties. 

ilThe remarkable success that has 
attended their high endeavours since 
the initiation of their first collective 
enterprise within the confines of their 
native land, the still more notable 
evidence of God' s sustaining grace 
that has accompanied the opening of 
the first stage of their Mission over
seas, are sufficient proof of the tre
mendous potency of the forces at 
work for the purpose of ensuring the 
unrestricted expansion of their future 
activities within and beyond Ibe 
frontiers of their island home, and 
the ultimate consummation of their 
magnificent enterprise. 0, 

Progress with Translation. 

Before the Africa Project Came in
to being, Philip Hainsworth, by spe
cial arrangement with the Guardian. 
had translations of a Baha'I pam
phlet done in Ki-Swahili, Ha usa and 
Chinyanja. At Ibe end of the Six Year 
Plan in Britain, in 1950, the Guardian 
told Ibe British Baha'i Community 
to publish by Ric;lvan 1953 transla
tions in three further African lan
guages, which he raised to nine 
languages soon after the Two Year 
Plan opened in 1951. 

So far translations into two of Ibese 
languages, Twi and Luganda, have 
been published. Three others, in 
Acholi, Adanwe and Ewe, are in the 
hands of printers. Completed trans
lations in Igbo and Yoruba are 
awaiting their turn for printing, and 
the remaining two translations, in 
KiKikuyu and Mende are at Ibe final 
stage before printing. 

Providing Ibe printing of the pam
phlets is not delayed by shortage of 
funds or some unexpected obstacle, 
it is likely that all nine translations 
will be published before Ibe Africa 
Conference, making it possible to 
display Ibere translations of Baha'i 
literature in twelve Mriean lan
guages. 
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Liberia 

Liberia reports four more new 
Baha'is, including a young man of 
nineteen years, who becomes the 
first Liberian Baha'i youth. These 
new declarations bring the total 
number of Baha'is in Liberia to fif
teen. 

The Group has formally organized, 
elected officers and appointed com
mittees. Two public meetings are 
held weekly and individual contact 
work and teaching is being done by 
all the Liberian Bahit'is. 

Two of the new Liberian believers 
are expected to journey to the United 
States in January. Mr. Rudolph Am
artey has applied for a government 
scholarship to attend an American 
University, and Mr. Magnus Ame
gashie has been awarded a scholar
ship to pursue study abroad. He is 
considering an American college. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

The Australasian Baha'i quarterly 
magazine, I<Herald of the South," 
recently told of an authoritative and 
valuable reference book by Dr. 
Mario Pei called "The Story of 
Language." Dr. Pei, in his book, 
makes it clear that the function of 
language in human affairs is infin
itely wider than merely commun
icating man's daily wants. He tells 
that language is a barrier to under
standing and is one of the things 
which divide the human race, but 
he also states that it is a bond, in 
that all human beings have language 
in common, and many of these lan
guages are brothers and cousins of 
one another. 

In almost every chapter Dr. Pei 
shows how greatly the study of lan
guages can help towards interna
tional understanding. He says that 
one of our main barriers to under
standing with the Soviets is a use
mantic crisis." Words such as "lib_ 
erty," ~'peace-loving" and "democ
racy" have by no means the same 
meaning on both sides of the Iron 
Curtain. 
Dr~ Pei devotes a section of his 

book to an international language 
and he suggests that an interna
tional language should be acquired 
by children, in the infant stage, so 
that they become bi-lingual. Dr. Pei 

says the choice of the language must 
be agreed upon in a concerted move, 
and arranged, or rearranged so as 
to be written phonetically. He says 
if this were done in the 1950's, the 
universal language would be a re
ality by 2050 A.D. 

("The Story of Language" pub
lished by George Allen and Unwin, 
London.) 

LeHer from Haifa 

The Australian Bahd'i Bulletin car
ries a very interesting letter to the 
Australian friends from Miss Jessie 
Revell, member of the International 
Baha'i Council, from which some 
extracts are taken: 

"This is the nerve center of the 
Baha'i world. Everything that hap
pens in the Bahe. 'i world has reper
cussions here and now the Cause is 
entering a World stage in its activ
ities. 

"Our beloved Guardian tells us 
with regard to the Intercontinental 
Conferences to be held during the 
Baha'i Holy Year that nothing simi
lar has been attempted since the 
history of the Faith. It is a World 
Crusade utilizing the agencies of a 
World Administrative Order which 
is world-wide in character, to carry 
out the provisions of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
World Plan in the service of a World 
Faith-a Global Crusade in which 
all National Spiritual Assemblies 
will take part. The chief task of 
these Conferences will be opening 
up new territories under their juris
diction, consolidating the work, util
izing the institutions to promote the 
teaching work, on an international 
scale. 

"One day at dinner Shoghi Effendi 
called for a World Map and he him
self drew circles around the terri
tories under the jurisdiction of the 
eleven National Spiritual Assem~ 
lies, then he drew circles around 
eleven more territories where new 
National Spiritual Assemblies are to 
be made within the next ten years 
and he called this jthe wheels of 
Baha'u'llah's chariot.' This world 
crusade will last ten years and will 
culminate in The Most Great JUbilee 
and will include every sovereign 
state, every chief dependency, every 
island of the globe. How very for
tunate we all are to have a part in 
this great crusade! America is the 
chief executor of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
World Plan. In ten years we will 
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double what has been accomplished 
since 1844, working through the In
stitutions of the Faith. 

"Baha'is are working to build up 
a Divine Civilization to go hand in 
hand with a material civilization, 
not a materialistic civilization. One 
day Shoghi Effendi said that mater
ialistic civilization implies the ne
gation of Divine Civilization. Ma
terial civilization is not harmful but 
it is insufficient, it has to be linked 
with Divine Civilization. He said that 
the Master was always attacking 
materialistic civilization. Matter is 
not a bad thing but materialistic 
matter is bad, nationhood is a good 
thing, but nationalism is a bad thing 
and politics is the nerve center of 
materialistic civilization and Amer
ica is the most confused and corrupt 
pOlitical center in the world, because 
it has a materialistic civilization. 

"Shoghi Effendi said that when he 
thinks of the Dome of the Shrine of 
the Bab he thinks of two things: the 
International House of Justice and 
the Institution of Guardianship and 
the Hands of the Cause. He s aid the 
Shrine has a triple crown; one on 
the parapet of the first unit (the 
arcade) this crown is of white mar
ble, with green and red decorations, 
green being a symbol of the lineage 
of the Bah, red a symbol of His mar
tyrdom and this is adorned with the 
Greatest Name, one facing 'Akkil 
and one at each of the four corners. 
A verse from the Holy Writings will 
be inscribed on each panel. The sec
ond crown is on the Octagon with 
eight pinnacles gilded with gold on 
the top and a balustrade around it. 
The third crown will be the Dome 
on the drum and this will be entirely 
golden. 

H 'Abdu'l.Baha said that there 
would be nine terraces to the Ger
m an Colony to the top of the moun
tain. Shoghi Effendi told us that 
'Abdu'l-Baha visualized ships carry
ing the kings of the earth, laying an
chor at the port of Haifa, disem
barking, proceeding bareheaded and 
barefooted, carrying garlands of 
flowers and flower baskets with pre
cious stones, approaching the Thresh
old, laying down their crowns, pros
trating themselves and sacrificing 
their crowns a 5 offerings." 

Bah6'f Representative to 
UN Conference 

Mr. Stanley Bolton, Jr. will rep
resent the Baha'is of Australia and 
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New Zealand at a U ni ted Nation' s 
Non - Governmental Organizations 
Conference to be held in Manila. 
Philippines the latter part of Oc
tober. 

INDIA. PAKISTAN AND BURMA 

Indian's Success in Australi. Lecturing 

Mrs. Shirin Fozdar of India writes 
from Australia, where she is lectur
ing, that her trip has been very suc
cessful. She has been speaking at 
the rate of two to four lectures a 
day. While in Perth she made four 
hroadcasts in six days. She also re
ports that the newspapers are giving 
good publicity. 

Mrs. Fozdar says that it is some· 
thing of a surprise to the Australian 
people with their racial hatred for 
Asia tics that an Indian has gone to 
lecture to them. Her lectures are 
well attended and women's organiza
tions particularly are eager to have 
her speak to them. 

New Era School Anniversary 

The New Era School in Panchgani 
celebrated it's 8th School Anniver
sary on the 1st of August, 1952. Many 
of the local friends and some par
ents and guardians from Bombay 
and Poona attended the function. 

Persian Bah .. '! Granted Scholarship 

Mr. Htishmand Fateh Azam 01 
'fihr an U ni versi ty and a member of 
the Library of Tihran University t 
Faculty of Arts, has been granted 
a Government of India Scholarship 
for study at Shanteneketan, Bolepur. 
Tagore University. He will serve the 
Faith during his two year stay at 
this University. 

Singapore 

News has recently been received 
that the Singapore Assembly has 
been registered with the Government 
Wlder the Societies Act, and this 
news has been gazetted by the Gov· 
emrnent. 

Fiji 

David Ali an Indian Baha'i youth 
of Suva. Fiji Islands, writes to say: 

"I am an Indian Bah .. ', youth of 

Some 01 the Bah&'is aDd friends of Belsblld, FiDIaDd. There &Hi DOW eleven BaM'isJ 

lncludln.: ODe y.aih. iD FID1and. MIss Josephine K~. American pioneer 10 FtnJaIld. 
is sea-ted center~ bottom row. 

sixteen and am a member of the 
Suva Baha'i group. At present I am 
in High SchooL We have eight adults. 
and four youths here including my
self. We also have a Fijian native 
in the cohorts of Baha'u'llah, the first 
one of his race. 

"An Indian Baha'i teacher from 
the Australian National Assembly in
vited us and introduced the Faith 
from Qur'imic angle to the orthodox 
and bigoted Sunni Muslims here. 
Their response was only jeers and 
mocks. The seed has been planted 
and already a handful of Baha'is 
have shaken about 25,000 Muslims in 
Fiji. They have given out a written 
fatva to their colleagues to disasso
ciate themselves entirely from the 
Baha'is. They think that a handful of 
Baha'is can do more damage than a 
battalion. It is indeed a great con
cern to them, For us this is only a 
passing phase, for we know that 
nothing in this world can arrest the 
growth of the Faith. The Muslims 
c an not harm us 1 they are only full 
of hot air, but there are a few mis
chief mongers." 

JAPAN 

Sectional Meeting of the 39th 
Esperanto Congress of Japan 

Held for B.h&~5 

In Kyoto, Japan, the 39th Esper
anto Congress of Japan was held 

September 21 to 23. About 300 Esper
antists gathered at the Kyoto Uni
versity Hall; they came from all 
parts of Japan. 

A unique feature of the Congress 
was that for the first time one of the 
sectional meetings was designated 
for the Baha'is. This meeting was 
arranged by Tokujiro Torii, the first 
blind Esperantist of Japan and the 
second person to become a Baha'i in 
Japan-he embraced the Faith in 
1916. Mr. Torii today is the Vice 
Principal of the Kyoto Government 
School for the Blind. 

Miss Agnes Alexander, who writes 
of this Congress, attended as a Baha'i 
Esperantist and presented greetings 
from the Local Spiritual Assembly of 
Tokyo. She also spoke on the Baha'i 
Faith in three of the sixteen sec
tional meetings; one for the women, 
lor the blind. and for the Baha'is. 
Among those who attended the last 
meeting, three were blind. 

The high point of the Congress 
came when Mr. Torii was called to 
report on the Blind and Baha'i sec
tions. As he was guided to the plat· 
form, the entire Congres's in one ac
cord broke into a prolonged and 
hearty applause. With his finger tips 
he read his Braille notes as he spoke 
in fluent Esperanto. The seeds sown 
by Mr. Torii, particularly among the 
blind and those associated with them 
are now bearing fruit. 

II 
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BAHA'I CONTACTS 
AT SAMPSON AIR FORCE BASE 

The Spiritual Assembly of Geneva, 
N. Y., will be happy to provide a 
Baha'i contact for believers, their 
friends and interested persons who 
pass through or are stationed at 
Sampson Air Force Base, located 
near Geneva. 

Correspondence concerning this 
should be addressed to the Geneva 
Assembly as listed in Baha'i Direc
tory. 

BAHA'I HOLY DAYS 
RECOGNIZED IN WILMINGTON 

The Spiritual Assembly of Wil· 
mington, Delaware, applied to the 
Superintendent of Public Schools for 
recognition of the Baha'! Holy Days, 
and received favorable action. 

In a letter dated May 15, 1952, 
the Superintendent wrote the Assem. 
bly "to ad vise that we shaH notify 
our principals of the holidays oJ>. 
served by members of the Baha'i 
Faith and will report that they treat 
absences of children on these days 
in the manner similar to that fol
lowed with U10se of other faiths." 

BAHA'I BRIEFS 

From Santa Paula, Cali!. comes 
the news that a local Baha'I has been 
teaching a Sunday School clas s in 
the Universalist Church at the invi
tation of the Minister. She has been 
given a free hand to teach religions 
from the broad aspect, and 10 year
oids there are now acquainted with 
all of the Divine Manifestations. 

Long Island will present public 
meetings every month in the Garden 
City Hotel. Each meeting will feature 
both a guest speaker and a Bah&. 'i 
speaker. 

New Haven, Conn. reports the visit 
to the home of some isolated be
lievers by five members of the com
munity. Because of this visit a Fire
side was held with neighbors of the 
isolated couple. This reminds us that 
we never know what we will find at 
the other end of such a visit, and 
even though a Fireside does not al
ways result, the joy and feHowship 
brought to the isolated Baha'is can 
never be measured. 

Eastern Mass. and R.I. have as 
Goal Cities Cambridge, Mass., Ips· 
wich, Mass., and East Providence, 
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To Foster the Spirit of Unity 
"With hearts cleansed from the least trace of suspicion and filled with 

hope and faith in what the spirit of love can achieve, we must one and 
all endeavor at this moment to forget past impreSSions, and with 
absolute good-will and genuine cooperation unite in deepening and 
diffusing the spirit of love and service that the Cause has thus far so 
remarkably shown to the world. 

"Does not 'Abdu'l-Baha wish us, as He looks down upon us with loving 
expectation from His glorious Station. to obliterate as much as possible 
all traces of censure, of conflicting discussions, of cooling remarks, ot 
petty unnecessary observations that impede the onward march of the 
Cause, that damp the zeal of the firm believer and detract from the 
sublimity of the Baha'i Cause in the eyes of the inquirer? ... PI 

SHOOHI EFFEN"DI~ Bahd'i Administration, pp. 18 and 19 

R.1. The RTC is looking for volun
teer settlers and pioneers for these 
areas. 

Milwaukee, Wis. presented a talk 
over radio station WTMJ which of· 
fers free time in rotation to all mem
bers of the Milwaukee County Coun· 
cil of Churches. Another broadcast 
is scheduled for May 24, 1953. 

In Berkeley, Calif. the community 
has had recent success at getting 
traveling Baha'is interviewed over 
station KLX on a women's program. 
There are times when we cannot af
ford to be too modest about talents 
and backgrounds that will serve to 
spread the word about the Faith. 

Washington, D.C. carried the story 
of Qurratu'I.'Ayn to the public when 
a member was a hIe to have two let
ters to the editor published in news
papers reminding the general pub
lic that she was the first woman to 
give her life for the emancipation of 
women. 

In one month six believers in far 
off Anchoraget Alaska were able to 
hold 32 Firesides, 19 of them being 
by one member. 

Rochester, N. Y. and vicinity 
Saha'is are sponsoring a series of 
ten monthly meetings at the Hotel 
Seneca. 

Wauwatosa, Wis. reports a public 
meeting held at noon in the dining 
room of a local hotel. This luncheon 
meeting was attended by about 75 
people t 40 of whom were non
Baha'is. Following the talk, Tuesday 
afternoon Firesides were announced 
for those who were interested in at
tending. The regular evening Fire
sides were also publicized. The in· 
teresting thing about this meeting 
is that it was promoted largely 
through the efforts of one member 
of the Community and one member 
of the Town of Wauwatosa Group. It 

is very inspirational to know that so 
much can be accomplished by only 
two determined people. 

And from West Hollywood ·and Los 
Angeles, Calif. comes news of social 
get-togethers sponsored by individual 
members of the communities to ac
quaint people with the Faith. Once 
a month a children's reception is 
held, and plans now call for a 
Spanish Baha'i Reception to be held 
to supplement the Spanish speaking 
Fireside held each Saturday evening. 

WHY SUPPORT THE FUND7 

An answer to this question has 
been received and it should cause us 
all to stop and reflect for a few mo
ments upon it. Says the writer, HWe 
are told that when we give, the 
bounties we will receive in the Abha 
Kingdom are unspeakably glorious. 
This is a wonderful and very beau
tiful promise, yet one of the great
est qualities of a BaM'j is his un· 
selfish devotion and interest in his 
fellow man and humanity, with no 
thought of self. Let us face our fund 
from the aspect that we are all 
striving to become Baha'is to the 
greatest extent of our ability and ca
pacity. With this in mind, and for
getful of self, the answer we get to 
our question is this: We are giving 
our money in exchange for the ad
vancement of humanity, promoting 
the oneness of mankind, for the se
curi ty of posterity. and most impor
tant of all-the speedy establishment 
of peace on earth under the protec
tion of Baha 'u 'llab.. Reflect, medi
tate, and pray, and you will see 
many more and won<lerful God-given 
bounties that can be gained. in ex
change for our insignificant sacri
fices." 



.... HA·I NEWS 

Pic1ure 01 Temple JaDdsc&pi:q' from the 10111' walk appreaehialr the Temple from the comer 01 Sherid.aa Road aDd LbuieD. AveDDe. 

DEDICATION OF THE 
HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The completion of the Temple 
landscape design, and the public 
dedication of the House of Worship, 
are events of intense interest and 
supreme importance to American 
Baha'is. To that fulfilment fifty years 
of unified effort have been devoted. 
and for that consummation every 
believer has contributed from his 
heart and from his material means. 

The Temple stands today in its 
majesty as a demonstration of 
Baha'i unity, an embodiment of 
Baha'i history in North America, 
and the most impressive evidence 
throughout the West of the spiritual 

potency of the Faith of Baha'u'llah. 
The dedication will take place On 

Saturday, May 2, 1953, a distinctive 
public feature of our worldwide Holy 
Year celebrations and a demonstra
tion of the universality of the Faith 
revealed for the regeneration of the 
peoples of the world. This gathering 
of Baha'is and non-Baha'is for wor
ship in the great aUditorium will be 
preceded by a public meeting, Fri
day evening, May 1, when speakers 
will tell the historic story of the 
Temple, explain its architectural 
and engineering elements t and pre
sent its spiritual meaning and pur
pose. 

Concerning the nature of worship 
in the Temple, the Guardian wrote 
on July 29, 1946: "The nature of 
these gatherings is for prayer. med
itation and the reading of writings 
from the S~cred Scriptures of our 
Faith and of other Faiths; there can 
be one or a number of readers; any 

Baha'i chosen, or even non-BaM'i, 
may read. The gathering should be 
simple, dignified, and designed to 
uplift the soul and educate it through 
hearing the creative Word. No 
speeches may be made, no extra
neous matter introduced ... Vocal 
music alone may be used and the 
position of the singer or singers is 
also a matter for your Assembly to 
decide after receiving the advice of 
experts," 

It is wholly mysterious and prov
idential that consecration of the 
completed Temple should coincide 
with the worldwide celebration of 
the Centenary of the Birth of the 
B aha' i Revelation, and the Cente .. 
nary itself occur at a time of darkest 
crisis in human affairs, Tremendous 
forces converge and give this event 
extraordinary historic importance 
and extraordinary spiritual influ
ence. The Sun of Truth rises toward 
the zenith. and the epic process of 
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destruction and construction is in
tensified. 

We have the testimony of 'Abdu'l
Bahit Himself, whose Presence in 
1912 blessed the Temple site and 
made this the holiest House of Wor
Ship ever to be constructed in the 
Baha'i war Id. 

"When the MaWriqu'l-Adhkar is 
accomplished, when the lights are 
emanating therefrom, the righteous 
ones are presenting themselves 
therein, the prayers are performed 
with supplication towards the mys
terious Kingdom, the voice of glorifi
cation is raised to the Lord, the 
Supreme. then the believers shall 
rejoice, the hearts shall be dilated 
and overflow with the love of the 
All-living and Self-existent. The peo
ple shall hasten to worship in that 
beavenly Temple, the fragrances of 
God will be elevated, the divine 
teachings will be established in the 
hearts like the establishment of the 
Spirit in mankind; the people will 
then stand firm in the Cause of your 
Lord, the Merciful. Praise and greet
ings be upon you." 

The Master also revealed the fol
lowing: ". . . . the founding of this 
MaIDriqu'I-Adhkar is to be the in
ception of the organization of the 
Kingdom. Therefore it is important 
and is an expression of the upraising 
of the Evident Standard, which is 
waving in the center of that Con
tinent, and the results and effects of 
which will become manifest in the 
hearts and spirits." 

The Guardian's words concerning 
the dedication were written in his 
letter dated November 23, 1951: "An
other special feature of the celebra
tions of this Jubilee will be the con
secration of the first Ma~riqu'l~ 
Aofuk{tr of the West for public wor
ship on the occasion of its comple
tion, fifty years after its inception. 
This official opening should also take 
place in conjunction with the 1953 
annual Convention. Representatives 
of different religious denominations 
should be invited to attend and if 
possible participate. Non-Baha',s 
should, likewise, be invited to be 
present. Readings from the Sacred 
Scriptures of various Faiths should 
be carefully selected and read on 
this solemn occasion. The Press and 
Radio should be utilized to give pub
licity to this celebration. All Na
tional Assemblies throughout the 
Baha'j World should be invited by 
your Assembly to send representa· 
tives on this historic occasion." 

NOVEMBEI. 1952 

Temple la.ndsca-ping progress, showib,g' Chinese JUDlper trees liDIQg .. few of the 
approaches to the Temple. The dark clrcle in tb.e center is the bechmtDl' of a a1illkeJl 

garden, of which there wiD be biDe, in betweeb the nine walks. 

The Guardian's answers to ques· 
tions about the use of the Temple 
addressed to him by the National 
Assembly have been published in 
Baha'i News, September, 1952. 

In accordance with this direction 
the National Assembly has ap
pointed a Temple Dedication Com
mittee to prepare the program for 
the public meeting on Friday eve
ning, May 1, and for the dedication 
on May 2, and the committee is mak.~ 
ing an active study of the elements 
entering into these two gatherings, 

On Friday afternoon, May 1, the 
Anniversary of the Master's Pres~ 
ence at the Temple site in 1912, a 
suitable gathering for Baha'is only 
will be held in the auditorium to 
commemorate that event. This 
meeting is not part of the public 
dedication, 

Since the dedication of the House 
of Worship is an event associated 
so intimately with the feelings and 
thoughts of the whole American 
Baha'i community, the committee 
welcomes suggestions from the 
friends communicated through their 
Local Assembly or Regional Teach· 
ing Committee at the earliest possi~ 
ble date. 

TEMPLE DEDICATION COM
MITTEE-Paul E. Haney, Mrs. Cor
inne True, Allen B. McDaniel, Carl 
Scheffler, Albert R. Windust, Horace 
Holley, Chairman. 

NATIONAL YOUTH COMMITTEE 

n New Horizons of U nity" 
Sh11 Available 

The National Youth Committee 
have recently published a pamphlet 
which gives a brief explanation of 
the Baha'i Faith with an excerpt 
from 'Abdu'I~Baha's writings and a 
paragraph from a letter from the 
Guardian to the youth. Also included 
in the pamphiet is 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
"Prayer For All Nations" and the 
nine texts taken from the writings 
of Baha'u'llah which appear in the 
interior of the Temple. 

This pamphlet was sent out in the 
World Youth Day kits for the 1952 
World Youth Day held in March. 
There are still some of these pam~ 
phlets available at $1.50 per hun
dred. 

Guardian Urge, Youth 
to Prepare for Pioneering 

The Guardian recently sent a let· 
ter to the youth telling of his desire 
that they seriously consider a pro.
fession or trade that might insure 
them of a. post in a pioneer field in 
Africa, the Pacific Islands, or Asia, 
and in which they could earn their 
living while serving the Cause as 
well. 
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Bahi.~is atteading the Europeaa Teaeb.iD.J' CoDfereace and Summer School. September, 1952~ LuxembeurC. 

EUROPEAN TEACHING COMMITTEE 

European Teaching Conference 
and Summer School 

Th", Fifth Annual European Teach
mg Conference and Third Annual 
European Teaching Summer School 
took place in Luxembourgville, Lux
em bourg August 30 through Septem
ber 7. As expressed by the Guardian 
m his cable greeting, this marked 
U(the)conelusion (of the) series (of 
the) memorable annual gatherings, 
leaving (an) indelible imprint (on 
the) annals (of the) second stage (of 
the) evolution (of) 'Abdu'l-Bahii.'s 
Divine Plan.. ." Thus this Confer
ence was indeed an historic one. The 
Guardian's cable message to those 
assembled in this gathering was a 
sober and fateful one but the new be
lievers in the ten Goal countries 
whom the Guardian said ~·consti
tuted (the) core (of the) vanguard 
(of the) army, singled out by (the) 
Lord (of) Hosts (for the) quickening 
(and) ultimate conquest (of the) 
spiritually slumbering continent. 
. . _ " demonstrated not only a 
realization of this vital moment in 
the growth of the Faith but their 
complete willingness and capacity 
to assume their full responsibility in 
the forthcoming momentous Global 
Crusade. 

Following is a firsthand report of 
the Conference and Summer School 

by an American Baha'i visitor pres
ent at both occasions. 

Luxembourg! 
The smallest and most invaded 

country in Europe. A cross roads of 
culture and conquest for centuries. 
Today a country that is rapidly heal
ing its war wounds; a free market 
in the center of western Europe. A 
land of conservative, courageous 
people; a stronghold of religious or
thodoxy. 

The capital elty of Luxembourg 
was the goal of Baha'is on August 
29th. 

We arrived by bus and train along 
with Schuman Plan officials-was it 
mere chance that had brought us 
here at the moment when the six na
tions of the Schuman Plan had come 
to arrange for greater unity? 1 

The evening of the 29th was an m
formal reception at the famous Ca
sino. Here we were to eat and study 
together for a week. Saturday morn
ing the Conference was officially 
opened. The four Hands of the Cause 
who were sent: Mr. Ugo Giachery. 
Dr. Hermann Grossmann, Mr. Adel
bert Muhlschlegel and Mr. Zikrullah 
Khadem-read the opening prayers. 
How blessed we felt by their pres
ence! 

Mr. Claude Levy, the Chairman of 
the Luxembourgville Assembly wel
comed us to his country. The local 
believers and pioneers had worked 
long hours to make us happy and 

comfortable. Miss Edna True, Chair
man of the Conference, greeted us 
in the name of the European Teach
ing Committee, National Spiritual 
Assembly and believers of the Unit
ed States. She pictured the accom
plishments to date: 18 Assemblies 
and over 500 believers io the ten goal 
countries. Then told of the work 
ahead io launching the World Cru
sade in which the Guardian has given 
Europe a vital part. 

Next came the moment most ea
gerly awaited - the reading of the 
Guardian's cable to the Conference; 
His love and guidance engulfed us. 
He was proud of our achievements 
but in the resistless march of the 
Cause ahead we had only begun. 

u .•• Earnestly appeal (to) all 
participants (in the) phenomenal 
birth (and) rise (of the) communities 
constituting weighty elements (in 
the) life (of the) firmly knit world 
Baha'i family (to) prepare them
selves during present Conference 
(for the) future close collaboration 
(with the) long established sister 
communities (m the) British Isles, 
France, (and) Germany (to) meet 
(the) challenge (of the) maior stren
uous task constituting (the) pivot (of 
the) deliberations (of the) approach
ing Stockholm Inter--continental Con
ference, designed (to) expand (and) 
consolidate (the) framework (of the) 
administrative order (of the) Faith 
(of) Bahii.'u'lliih (m the) north, south, 
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west (and) heart (of the) European 
Continent, foreshadowing (the) 
launching (of) future enterprises (in) 
collaboration (with the) German, 
Persian, 'Iraqi Baha'i Commwri
ties, calculated (to) extend (the) 
regenerating influence (of the) 
same order (to) eastern (and) south
eastern territories (of the) same con
tinent (and) eventually beyond its 
confines, across (the) Ural Moun
taJru (to the) north, west (and) ul
timately (to the) heart (of the) Asi-
atic Continent. Stop .... H • 

(Full text of this cable is carried 
elsewhere in this issue). 

Men tally we were packing ba gs, 
making plans. The Channel Isles, 
Orkney Isles, Siberia, Tibet - would 
one need a horse or mule for Tibet! 
This was a group who knew what 
action and sacrifice meant and their 
hearts flew ahead to the tasks to 
come. Miss Honor Kempton read 
other messages to the Conference, 
warm and cordial messages, by let
ter and cable conveying the grateful 
acknowledgement of tasks achieved 
and loving best wishes for future 
accomplishments, from the Ameri
can National Assembly, a warm and 
tender letter from the ETC and from 
the friends in many places. We felt 
the oneness of the Baha'i World Com
munity. 

Then came the Roll Call. Do you 
know what a Roll Call means here 
in Europe? Six years ago not a hand
ful would have responded. Now the 
cOWltries were called, one by one
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Holland, 
-across Europe we went-Turkey. 
Egypt, Persia. Shining faces stood, 
souls that had been "found, U the 
vanguard of the Lord of Hosts. Twen
ty-one countries represented, one 
hundred and thirty-two believers 
present. "Look what God has 
wrought" was upon our lips. 

Saturday afternoon we settled 
down to study and consultation. The 
study for the week was divided into 
five aspects: 

1. The spiritual development and 
responsibility of the indi
vidual. 

2. Building the Administration. 
3. Teaching the Cause - The Di

vine Plan 
4. The history of the Faith and 

its Significance Today. 
5. Preparation for the Jubilee 

Year-The Stockholm Confer
ence. 

Else Steinmetz started us off with 

her talk on "Baha'u'lIa.h's Convenant 
in Action." "Cast away that which 
you possess and on the wings of de
tachment, soar beyond all created 
things." (Baha 'u'llah.) ... OWings. 
Symbol of the rhythmic motion of 
life itself, of ascent and descent, ris
ing and falling, coming and going. 
Upon this principle of attraction and 
repulsion, depend the order and maj
esty of both the physical and spirit
ual world. With the same rhythmic 
certainty which the physical sun pur
sues to draw the planets toward i t
seH, so a living God regularly draws 
His creatures scattered in darkness 
back to the light-the light of a new 
Revelation.' , 

The talks had been mimeographed 
in three Janguages-English, French 
and German. A tremendous task, but 
it lifted the barrier of language. 

The Hands of the Cause gave free
ly of their knowledge in the excel
lent discussion periods. The follow
ing are a few of their remarks: 

Mr. Khadem: 
"If we did not have the Guardian 
what could we as believers ac
complish? The unity and love 
which exists among the believers 
has never existed to the same de
gree before because previous Dis
pensations did not have the Cove
nant and the Guardian . . . 
"The Guardian is bringing into 
reality the goal in the human 
world-the Kingdom of God upon 
earth. The tent which Baha'u'llcih 
used on M t. Carmel and under 
which He wrote the Tablet of Car
mel will be pitched again upon the 
same spot. 
"The original copy of the iqan is 
now in Haifa. Dicta ted by 
Baha'u'llcih, 'Abdu'l-Baha wrote 
the manuscript when He was six
teen years old. It is marked in 
the margin by Baha'u'llilh's own 
hand." 

Dr. Grossmann: 
"Love and obedience for the be
liever are as two wings to func
tion in the Covenant. The Cove
nant is a unity of different ele
ments. 

1. Acknowledgement of the 
Prophet 

2. Changing of one's character 
3. Learning and studying the 

teachings 
4. Living the Administration 

All four of these elements are 
necessary in our lives." 
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Mr. Giachery: 
"The Italo-Swiss Convention plans 
are taking shape. Tentative dates 
are April 24 and 25. 
"Purity of heart is most essential 
for every believer. We can not 
really know prayer until we have 
this. 
"There aTe ways that we can lift 
the burden the Guardian carries 
and bring him happiness. 

1. To have love and unity among 
the friends. 

2. To form new Assemblies 
3. Pioneers going into virgin ter

ritory 
4. Increased membership 
5. Firm establishment of the Ad-

ministration 
These are the gifts we may give 
him! 
"The stained glas s windows for 
the Shrine of the Bab have arrived 
in Haifa. They were made in Italy 
from a design of Mr. Maxwell's." 

Mr. Muhlschlegel: 
" ILove me that I may love thee.' 
(Baha 'u'llilh.) This is the care of 
the Covenant. The Covenant is 
God's promise to man that He will 
help us, has helped us. But we 
must let ourselves be assisted. 
"In former times man was not 
acquainted with the laws of na
ture, but he knew he needed God! 
Now man knows nature but he 
thinks he does not need God! 
'Abdu'l-Baha's tablet to Dr. Fore! 
shows the unbeliever the way to 
God. When we teach man to know 
God then we can teach him of the 
Covenant," 
The hours and days slipped by. 

Lilian Wyss, Theo Beets, Louis 
Henuzet, Guillo J acoviello and Anita 
Ioas gave the keynote talks, preced
ing the consultation periods of the 
Conference. 

Monday night was the closing of 
the three day Conference. A Unity 
Banquet was held. Our lecture hall 
in the Casino had been transformed. 
We sat down at long flower decked 
tables with a red rose for each per
son to pin over the heart. 

Honor Kempton and Suzette Hipp, 
(the first Luxembourgan to accept 
the Faith) were co-chairmen. Miss 
Hipp expressed in' her opening re
marks the sentiment of us all. That 
we were more grateful than words 
could express for the bounty of 
knowing of God's Covenant today
for the Divine Plan of 'Abdu'l-Bahll 
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which had brought the ETC and pio
neers to Europe-for the great love 
and guidance of the Guardian. She 
reminded us that this would be the 
last of the European Teaching Con
ferences . Next year we would be in 
Stockholm and the work from now 
on would be in Regional setups. Eyes 
were misty as she told how deeply 
the European believers appreciated 
the devotion and help from America. 
"We send our heartfelt thanks to you 
all. tt 

Miss Kempton called upon the 
Hands of the Cause and then a rep
resentative from each Community 
and country. "Thank you, thank 
Godu was said over and over and 
the love that poured from the hearts 
created an unforgettable a tmos
phere. We seemed to forget time and 
space and be aware only of the unity 
between earth and heaven. 

Tuesday morning came, and the 
Summer School Sessions began. 
Charlotte Stirratt, Ned Blackmer, 
Amelia Bowman, Honor Kempton, 
Eleanor Hollibaugh, Virgiula Orbi
son, Eugen Schmidt, David Hofman 
and Edna True were our teachers. 
We could not help but spread our 
wings under such tutelage. It was 
rna ture study and discussion. 

At noon on Thursday we tuned in 
on an historic radio broadcast. A 
Baha 'f interview had been requested 
by the most powerful radio station 
in all Europe "Radio-Luxembourg!" 
It was the first time the Faith had 
been given over such a wide area. 

Friday afternoon was recreation 
time. We piled into two big busses, 
our destination Echternach, a city 
rich in tradition and architecture. 
Here Saint Willibrord came about 987 
A.D. to bring Christianity to Luxem
bourg. As we wandered through the 
tiny streets and squares we spoke the 
name of Baha'u'llah, but little did 
the passive priests realize that the 
hope of Europe had come! As we 
gathered by our busses to return, Mr. 
Khadem told us of the death of the 
chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Persia. Our joy was 
suddenly turned into grief. 

Friday evening was the public 
meeting. Mme. Lea Nys spoke in 
French on the "Reconstruction of 
Human Society," Dr. Grossmann, in 
German, on the "Regeneration of 
Individual Man." It was a triumph 
to have the press come. Never have 
we heard the Cause more convinc
ingly presented! 

Sunday night was the Feast of 
Power-our last hours together. The 
prayer for Shoghi Effendi was said 
in twelve languages; we heard the 
record of the Master's Voice. Tea 
was served to Us by the Hands of 
the Cause. A gift of Turkish paste 
had been brought by Mr. Doktoroglu 
of Istanbul. Our hearts and minds 
were filled to overflowing. How great 
had been the gifts of the week to
gether. We wanted to linger but there 
were tasks ahe ad. "Good bye! See 
you in Stockholm" were our last 
words. 

U,S, AFRICA COMMITTEE 

Committee plans to have five new 
pioneers in the field this month en
countered unexpected and severe 
difficulties and delays. But our ef
forts are continuing on the five proj~ 
ects which will carry these Ameri~ 
can pioneers to the Gold Coast, Ken~ 
ya and Liberia. 

From the Collisons in Kampala 
has come another of those long in
teresting letters of life and events in 
Africa. They relate that the Guard
ian said to Ted Cardell: "r am living 
fO'I' the day when the African Baha'is 
come to see me in Haifa." The Col
lisons are expecting a car which 
was shipped them, and when it 
comes they are daring to dream that 
they will be able to drive to Haifa 
with some of the African believers. 
We pray that this dream may come 
true. The Collisons also stated that 
the Africans are intensely interested 
in America and American life. Many 
ask about the status of the Negro in 
American life, and what seems to 
impress them most about the BahA'is 
is their fairness and sincere ap
proach to the Africans as human be
ings. 

The Collisons' description of Ali 
Nakjawani's method of teaching the 
Faith to the native Africans was 
most interesting. He is a master at 
giving things simply, forcefully and 
an artist at using examples and an
alogies within the African's experi
ence and natural surroundings. Mrs. 
Collison states that the Africans like 
the talks of 'Ahdu'l-Baha, POTtais to 
F,reedom, the Chosen Highway and 
stories about 'Abdu'l-Bahlt. They 
love the prayers and are anxious to 
have prayer books of their own. 

The Collisons have been writing 
long interesting letters to their 
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Mary aDd Rex CoWson, first Amerlca.a 
pioneers to Kampala. Up.nda. Mr~ aDd 
Mrs. ColUaoD are hosts aDd caretakers 
at the new Haziraiu'l-Quds at Kampala... 
News of the Collisons is to be found In 

the U. S. Africa. Committee report. 

friends, and were advised that their 
longest letler was published in three 
installments in the Geyservill. 
Press, their American hometown 
paper. 

The Ka mpala Conference 

For those interested in news and 
information on the coming Kampala 
Conference, the First Interconti
nental Conference, more news and 
information has come in: 

DATE: February 12 to 18, 1953 
PLACE: Kampala Uganda, Brit
ish East Africa 
PASSPORTS AND VISAS 
NEEDED: Apply to the State 
Department of your Country for 
a passport to visit British East 
Africa. Then Apply to the Brit
ish Consul of your city (or the 
nearest city where one is lo
cated) for a Visitor's Visa to 
visit British East Africa. These 
applications should be filed as 
soon as possible. 
If you intend to visit Haifa while 
on the way to or from the Con
ference you will need permis
sion from the Guardian and also 
a visa from the Israeli Consul. 
INOCULATIONS: Certificates 
showing small pox and yellow 
fever inoculations are required 
in order to attend the Kampala 
Conference. Since Kampala is 
not far from the cholera belt it 
would be well to have inocula
tions for cholera. 
TRAVEL: Persons who intend 
to visit the Conference and Haifa 
may leave New York, Monday, 
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afternoon and with stops in 
Shannon, Paris, Geneva, Milan, 
Rome and Athens, will arrive in 
Tel Aviv, Israel the following 
Wednesday morning. The short 
trip from Tel Aviv to Haifa may 
be made by plane or train. (This 
is the route submitted by Cook's 
Agency.) 

The British OVerseas Airways 
Corporation (BOAC) has sub
mitted the following route which 
is Hconsidered the fastest and 
most direct" Boston-London -
Nicosia (a British Island), Hai
fa_ Then Haifa - Nicosia - Khar
toum-Entebbe (Kampala). 

On return trip, arrangements 
could be made to stop at cities 
serviced by BOAC according to 
the wishes of the traveler. 

The ouly round trip fare that has 
as yet been obtained is the first 
class round trip fare to Kam
pala, which is $1,432.80. This fare 
can be cut materially by travel
ling from New York to London 
and return, tourist class and dur
ing off-season, i.e. November 
and March inclusive. 

AMERICAN NATIONAL 
TEACHING COMMITIEE 

Tips for Teaching 

"Perhaps the reason why you have 
not accomplished so much in the 
field of teaching is the extent you 
have looked upon your own weak
nesses and inabilities to spread the 
Message. Baha'u'llah and the Master 
have both urged us repeatedly to dis
regard our own handicaps and lay 
our whole reliance upon God. He will 
come to our aid if we only arise and 
become an active channel for God's 
Grace. 

• 'Do you think it is the teachers 
who make converts and change 
human hearts ? No, surely not. They 
are ouly pure souls who take the 
first steps and then let the spirit of 
Baha'u'll3.h move and make use of 
them. If anyone of them should 
even for a second think, or consider 
his achievements as due to his own 
capacities~ his work is ended and 
his fall starts. This is the fact why 
so many competent souls have, aft
er wonderful services, -. suddenly 
found themselves utterly impotent 
and perhaps thrown aside by the 
spirit of the Cause as useless souls. 

The criterion is the extent to which 
we are ready to have the will of 
God work through us." 
~ Letter from the Guardian, 

through his secretary, to Mrs. Marie 
Hopper, October 26, 1933. 

A bulletin, "Suggestions for Open
ing a New City to the Baha'i Faith," 
ha s been prepared by the American 
National Teaching Committee. These 
suggestions are based on actual, 
successful experiences of Regional 
Teaching Committees, the Baha'i 
Groups, and pioneer settlers and 
teachers over a period of years in 
opening new cities to the Faith. They 
are offered in the hope that they 
may prove helpful to other Re
gional Teaching Committees, Baha'i 
Groups, settlers and extension teach
ing committees of Local Spiritual 
Assemblies in the present national 
effort to expand and consolidate the 
home front. It is recognized that this 
is not the ouly plan that can achieve 
these goals, but many of the ele
ments of the plan may offer ideas 
that can be incorporated in the 
teaching programs planned or al
ready under way in new cities. Cop
ies of this bulletin may be obtained 
on request from the Secretary of 
your Regional Teaching Committee. 

BAHA'I SERVICE FOR THE BLIND 

Memorial Gift to 
Bah&'f Service for the Blind 

Braille plates for The Open DOO1' 
have been presented to this Commit
tee in memory of Marion Longyear. 
This gift has made it pos sible for the 
Committee to publish The Open 
Door in Braille, Grade 2. This much
needed pamphlet is now being of
fered at 65c per copy. 

Braille Kit 

In order to meet the demand for 
our Jubilee Year, a new kit of 
Braille literature has been assemM 

bled in a most attractive assert
ments of colors. It is really a double
edged teaching tool-useful to the 
blind and an attraction to the 
sighted, designed to be· used for con
tact work, for blind inquirers at
tending classes or firesides, and for 
very colorful displays at all types of 
Baha'i meetings. 
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The kit consists of: 
1. The Bahci'i House of Worship 
2. Communion with God 
3. The Open Door 
4. The Nine-Inscription Booklet (2 

copies) 
Priced at only $2.50, it is now 

available at 
Baha'i Service for the Blind 
616 North Oxford Avenue 
Los Angeles 4, California 

JUBILEE COMMITTEE 

VVere you Present7 

The Jubilee Committee would like 
to have the names and addresses of 
all Baha'!s living, who were present 
on the grounds of the Temple when 
'Abdu'l-Baha dedicated the Temple 
site, on May 1, 1912. 

If you were one of those fortunate 
few who attended that wonderful 
ceremony, please send your name 
and address to Dr. Katherine True, 
418 Forest Avenue, Wilmette, Illi
nois. 

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS AND 
CHANGES 

Local Spiritual Assemblies: 
GREENWICH, CONN., 

Mrs. Juliette Meade, Act. Sec'y. 
69 Northfield St. 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 
Mrs. Laura Walsh, See'y. 
% Mrs. Viola Thomson 
414 Clancy Ave., N.E. 

JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK 
Mr. Elias Laughlin, See'y. 
16 Valley St. 

DALLAS, TEXAS 
Mrs. Allene Squires, Sec'y. 
7002 Fillmore Place 

Regional Teaching Committees: 
RTC of Oregon 

Mrs. Zara Dunne, Secretary 
P.O. Box 846, Astoria, Ore. 

RTC of Texas 
Mrs. Inez L. Butterfield, Act. Sec'y. 
3409 Mt. Vernon, Houston, Texas 

RTC of Ohio 
Mrs. Florence M. Reeb, Act. 
Sec'y. 
2803 Sherwood Rd., Apt. A 
Columbus, Ohio 
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Consider in what a great age thou 
hast stepped into the world of exist
ence and under the shadow of what 
an Ensign of Guidance thou wert 
sheltered and a tlained the hope and 
greatest desire of the saints! 
If thou dost arise to comply wi th 

1hat which is deemed worthy of this 
favor and is a duty. thou shalt ob
serve 1hat this Guidance is the crown 
of eternal sovereignty and this at
tainment is everlasting glory. happi
ness and the means of the forgive
ness of sins and the lamp of eternal 
life in 1he Kingdom of Heaven. 

• • • 
o ye real friends! Make ye an 

effort that this universe may become 
another universe and this darkened 
world find a ray of the Sun of Truth 
and. become luminous and refulgent. 

* * • 
The material world is gloomy. 

Praise be to God! thou hast been 
led to 1he illumined realm. Darkness 
hath environed all the inhabitants of 
the globe, but thou hast found guid
ance. The souls are dead; thou hast 
been quickened through the Spirit of 
Truth. The eyes are blind; thine eyes 
became bright by beholding the 
lights. The ears are deaf; thou has t 
heard the voice of the Merciful One. 

• * • 
The essence of all exhortation is 

that thou shouldst abandon thyself 
and sacrifice life, body and heart 
for the Beloved One of the world. 

• • • 
If thou seekest to be intoxicated 

with the Cup of the Most Mighty 
Gift, cut thyself from the world and 
be quit of self and desire. Exert thy
self night and day until spiritual 
powers may penetrate thy heart and 
soul. Abandon the body and the ma
terial, until the merciful powers may 
become manifest; because not until 
the soil is become pure will it de
velop through the heavenly bounty; 
not until the heart is purified, will 
the radiance of the Sun of Truth 
shine therein. I beg of God that thou 
wilt day by day increase the purity 
of thy heart, the cheerfulness of thy 
soul, the light of thy insight and the 
search for Truth. 

(Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Bahci) 

"This is the great Work.. " 

"0 ye frleDds of God! Exert ye with heart and. soul, so that assoclaito., love. 
UDIly BDd agreement be obtained between the bearts. an the alms may be 
merged into one um, all the sOngs become one song and the power of the Dol,. 
Sp1r.l.t may become so overwhelmingly victorious as to overcome all the forces 
01 the world of naiure. Work! Tbls is the p-eat Work, shoald ye beeom.e assisted 
'U1eretn. Thus Amel1ca may beeome the fulcrum of merciful susceptlbUlu'es IDI1 
the throne of the Kingdom of God be eslsbnshed upon earth ,.\l1l !be greo._ 
Joy aDd m&jesty." 

-'Abdu'l-Ba.hA. America's Spiritual MissiOll, p. U 
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Babi,'is at the Cathedral of the Pines BaJui!i Service in Rindge, New Bampsblre. Tbe 
Ba.b&'i speakers. Mr. Willia.m de FOJ'ge aDd Mrs. Dudley B)akely are shown ~t ihe 

left of the group. 

Mount Vernon, N. Y., Miss Janet 
Deats to Mr. Donald Washburn 
(non-Bah • .'i) August 30, 1952 

Pontiac? Mich., Miss Jennie Kaikas 
(non-Baha'i) to Mr. Calvin Tilman 
June 7, 1952 

Anchorage, AJaska, ~rs. Florence 
Green to S/Sgt. Robert Martin 
June 12, 1952 

Boston, Mass., Miss Anita Hartwood 
to Mr. William Morgan (non
BaM'I) August 23, 1952 

Los Angeles, Calif., Mrs. Faith Lack 
James to Mr. James Montgomery 
(non-Baha'i) date not reported 

Chicago, TIL, Miss Lucille Jordan to 
Mr. Monroe McCarrell, Jr. August 
21, 1952 

Chicago, Ill., Miss Jean Roddy (non
Baha'i) to Mr. Aldrich Burton Sep
tember 14, 1952 

Santa Rosa, Calif., Mrs. Ruth Nicho
las to Mr. Adolph Linge June 1, 
1952 

Boston, Mass., Miss Moneveh Weeks 
to Mr. Nicholas Peters September 
20, 1952 

Madison, Wis., Miss Eloise Barton 
(non-BaM.'!) to Mr. Lawrence 
Suhm September 6, 1952 

South Bend, Ind., Miss Camilla J. 
Love to Mr. Oscar White (non
BaM'i) June 21, 1952 

Seattle, Wash., Mrs. Dora Gulliford 
to Mr. Paul Bray (non-Baha'i) date 
not reported 

Maywood, Ill., Miss Billie Harvey 
(non-BaM '0 to Mr. Arthur C. 
Jackson September 22, 1952 

The Open DooT, new printing 
available about November 10. Please 
reorder. 10 for .50 

NOVEMBER, "52 

The Renewal of Civilization by 
David Hofman. Expect to b~.in 
stock again by November 15. .75 

Heart of the Go'pel (paper) by 
Geo. Townshend. Expect to receive 
new shipment by November 15. 1.25 

Four Pamphlets will be Three 
Pamphlets from now on, consistin, 
only of Man~ The Supreme Talisman 
Human Relations For World Unity 
and God Is Man's Goal . 

Price, .10 each, 3 for .25 

Miss Frances Moore, Preston, Min
nesota August 23, 1952 

Mrs. Eva Batey, Atlantic CitY,.New 
Jersey date not known 

Miss Alta Helene Moore, Castile, 
New York September 5, 1952 

Mr. Peter Dickson, South Gate, 
Calif. July 18, 1952 

Miss Helen Campbell, New York, 
N. Y. September 17, 1952 

Mrs. Louise Bosch, Belmont, Calif. 
September 6, 1952 

Miss Carol DeBruin, Somers Twp., 
Wisc. September 28, 1952 

Mr. Charles Fishback, Chicago, illi
nois August 4, 1952 

Mrs. Marion Longyear, Beverly 
HIlls, Calif. September 10, 1952 

State Convention: 
Sunday, December 7, 1952 

Anniversaries: 
November 12-Birth of Baha'u'Uab 
November 26-Day of the Covenant 
November 28-Ascension of 'Ab
du'l-Baha 

Feasts: 
November 4-Qudrat, Power 
November 23-Qawl, Speech 

National Spiritual Assembly Meet
ings: 
November 8, 9, 10, and 11 
December 12, 13, and 14 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is throughout the United States. and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith intormed of international, national and local Baha'I developments, and serve as an organ for the distribu· 
tlon of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith. the International Baha'i Council, and the general announcements ~ 
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports. plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
ot the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1952-1953: Mrs. Eunice Braun,. 
Managing Editor; Mr. William C. Henning, Miss Farrukh loas, Miss Joan Lozier ~ Mr. Robert Mow. 
Editorial Otrlce: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported direcUy to National Ba:hA'i Administrative HeadqUarters. 536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette, 
Dlinois, U.S.A. 
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ACQUISITION OF VITALLY·NEEDED PROPERTY SURROUNDING 
THE TOMB OF BAHA'U'LLAH 

Announce (to) Baha'i communi
ties, East (and) West, (on the) joy
ous occasion (of the) h und red 
(and) thirty-fifth Anniversary (of) 
Baha'u'!lilh's Birthday, (the) suc
cessful termination (of the) protract· 
ed negotiations, initiated two years 
ago (and) culminating (in the) sig
nature (to the) contract providing 
(the) eventual, formal transfer by 
(the) Development Authority (of the) 
State (of) Israel to (the) Palestine 
Branch (of the) American National 
Spiritual Assembly (of the) exten
sive. long-desired, vitally-needed 
property surrounding (and) safe
guarding for posterity (the) Most 
Holy Tomb (of the) Founder (of the) 
Faith, as well as (the) adjoining 
Mansion. 

(The) acquired area, raising 
Baha'I holdings (on the) holy plain 
(of) 'Akka from four thousand to one 
hundred and fifty-five thousand 
square meters, (was) exchanged 
against property donated by chil
dren (of) ZikruIlah, grandchildren 
(of) Mirza MuI)ammad Quli, Baha
'u'!lah's faithful half-brother (and) 
companion (in) exile, 

(This) spontaneous offer contrasts 
(with the) shameful action (of the) 
family (in the) sale to non-Baha'is 
(of the) property (in the) neighbor
hood (of the) Jordan valley pur
chased (through the) instrumen
tality (of) 'Abdu'l-Baha during 
Baha'u'llilh's lifetime, pursuant (to) 
His instructions (and) alluded (to 
in) His writings. 

(The) forty acre property acquired 

(in this) single transaction almost 
equals (the) entire Baha'i interna
tional endowments purchased (in 
the) course (of) sixty yea rs (in the) 
vicinity (of the) Bab's Sepulchre (on 
the) slope (of) Mount Carmel. 

(The) exchange (of) said property, 
including land (and) houses (was) 
made possible (by the) precipitate 
flight (of the) former Arab owners, 
traditional supporters (of the) old 
Covenant-breakers (and) descend
ants (of the) notorious enemy (of) 
'Abdu'j·Bahil who placed (a) resi· 
dence (at the) disposal (of the) Com· 
mittee (of) Investigation, 

(The) signature (to the) agree· 
ment signalized (the) commence
ment (of) large-scale landscaping, 
aiming (at the) beautification (of 
the) immediate precincts (of the) 
holiest spot (in the) entire Baha'i 
world, itself (the) prelude (to the) 
eventual erection, as happened (in 
the) case (of the) Bilb's Sepulchre, 
(of a) befitting Mausoleum enshrin
ing (the) precious Dust (of the) Most 
Great Name. 

Desire (to) acknowledge (the) in
defatigable efforts exerted (by) both 
Larry Haut. (and) Leroy Ioas 
en a bling (the) consumm a tion (of 
t.'1e) initial stage (of the) enterprise 
destined (to) eclipse in its final 
phase (the) splendor (and) magni
ficence (of the) Bab's resting-place 
(on) Mount Carmel. 

Haifa, Israel 
November 12, 1952. 

-SHOCiHl 

.-
OF THE BAHA'IS OF THE UNITED STATES 

DECEMBER, 1952 

COMMENTARY: NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBL.Y 

Beloved friends: 

How significant it is that the 
Guardian could announce on the 
very Anniversary of the Birth of 
Baha'u'llith the acquisition of so im
portant a tract of land surrounding 
and safeguarding the Tomb of 
Baha'u'llilh and the adjoining Man· 
sion of Bahj i t 

We can not estimate the 'impor
tance of this transaction, which adds 
to our World Center a property of 
forty acres, the area of which is al
most as great as the properties pur
chased during the past sixty years 
as international Baha'i endowments 
on the slope of Mount Carmel. 

By "Palestine Branch of the 
American National Spiritual Assem· 
bly" the Guardian means that cor
porate body which he established 
years ago in the then Palestine un
der a Turkish law controlling titles 
to real property under the title "Na~ 
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States and 
Canada: Palestine Branch" with 
himself as its authorized representa
tive and to it transferred titles to 
various lots which American Baha'is 
had purchased and wished to donate 
to the Guardian for permanent 
Baha'i use. Through this corporate 
body the National Spiritual Assem
bly has an interest in the property 
which could be asserted, if neces
sary, through the American govern· 
ment to challenge any c1aims from 
enemies of the Faith, 

The message brings to us its 
greatest inspiration as it signalizes 
the beginning of a landscaping plan 
which will beautify the area around 
the Tomb of Baha 'u'llah and prepare 
the way for the construction of a 
Mausoleum which when completed 

~ 
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will surpass even the "splendor and 
magnificence" of the Shrine of the 
Bab. The Guardian's acknowl
edgement of the services rendered 
by Mr. Hautz and Mr. Ioas will be 
gratefully noted. 

Baha'i Holy Year is befittingly 
celebrated by this great event re
ported by Shoghi Effendi. We are in 
the midst of an augmenting cycle of 
spiritual power. Let us put away lit
tleness from ourselves. that the 
greatness of the Faith may penetrate 
our souls! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAl. ASSEMBLY 

PROGRESS ON SHRINE OF BAB 
(On) eve (of) opening (of) Holy 

Year announce (to) Baha'i communi~ 
ties (of) East (and) West joyful tid
ings (of) conclusion (of) over ten 
thousand dollar contract (with) 
Utrecht firm (for the) fa brica tion 
(of) twelve thousand gilded tiles (to) 
cover (an) area (of) two hundred 
(and) fifty square meters (of) dome 
(of) Bab's Sepulchre. Eighteen 
stained glass windows (of) drum 
(and) twenly-four windows (of) octa
gon delivered (to) Mount Carmel. 
Stones required (for) construction 
(of) ribs (of) drum (and) brim (of) 
lantern (of) dome nearing comple
tion, heralcfing (the) early com
mencement (of the) erection (of the) 
last remaining unit (of) rapidly ris
ing edifice. Eastward extension (of) 
terrace adjoining Sepulchre virtually 
terminated raising (the) total length 
(of) horizontal area fronting (the) 
Shrine (to) about six hundred feet, 
adding greatly (to the) beauty (and) 
stateliness (of the) approaches (to 
the) magnificent structure, already 
enhanced through recent extension 
(of) terraces linking Haifa's oldest 
(and) most imposing avenue (with) 
Bilb's resting place majestically ris
lng (In the) bosom (of) Carmel. 

Haifa, Israel 
October 14, 1952 

-SHOCHI 

COMMENTARY: NATIONAl;. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
Baha'is throughout the world will 

gratefully receive the Guardian's an
nouncement of the progress of Shrine 
construction as reported in his cable 
received October 14, 1952. The photo
graphs appearing in this issue of 

The desjg:n. of one of the elghteeo stained 
glass windows of tbe Drwn of the Shrine 
of the Ba.b. These windows have recenUy 

been received iD Haifa. 

DECEMIEa. 1952 

Baha'i News were received early 
in October by airmail, and illustrate 
the superb beauty of the work. 

As we follow stage by stage the 
rising glory of the Sepulchre and the 
enhancement of the terraces and 
gardens, Jet us realize over and over 
the miracle taking place under the 
Guardian's directing hand. 

A focal point for the souls of all 
peoples for ages to come has been 
created on the slopes of the Holy 
MOtu1tain. The Bab in spirit rises 
again. One of the wonders of the 
modern world is being achieved, For
tunate are those, who, passing on in 
this day, have left behind them some 
share in the sacrifice through which 
the Shrine has been made possible. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

PASSING OF PIONEER 

Grieved passing distinguished, 
consecrated pioneer Dagmar Dole, 
outstanding record unforgettable, 
reward bountiful. Praying progress 
sou I Kingdom. 

GOALS OF THE WORLD CRUSADE 

That portion of the Guardian's 
sublime message of October 8, 1952 
which lists the goals to be attained 
by 1963 has been carefully studied by 
the National Spiritual Assembly. By 
setting out each goal distinctly and 
in series, the magnificent panorama 
of our world enterprise can be more 
clearly viewed. The following text 
contains revisions which the friends 
are requested to make in their copy 
of the complete message. 

"(The) projected historic, spiritual 
venture, at once arduous, audacious, 
challenging, unprecedented (in) 
scope (and) character (in the) en
tire field (of) Baha'i history, SOOn to 
be set (in) motion, involves: 

"Adoption (of) preliminary meas
ures (to the) construction of 
Baha'utllah's Sepulchre (in the) 
Holy Land; 

"Doubling (the) number (of) coun
tries within (the) pale (of the) 
Faith through planting its banner 
(in the) remammg Sovereign 
Stales (of the) planet as weI! as 
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PJ'Ggress In the cemstructiOIl of the Drum of the Shrine of Construction of the wall to extend the len«th of the 'terrace 
the Bab. frooUng the Shrine 01 the Bib. nearing completion. 

(the) remaining virgin territories 
mentioned (in) 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
Tablets (of the) Divine Plan, in
volving (the) opening (of) forty
one countries (on the) Asiatic t 

thirty-three (on the) African, thirty 
(on the) European, twenty-seven 
(on the) American continents; 

"Over twofold increase (in the) 
number (of) languages into which 
Baha'; literature (is) translated, 
printed or (in) process (of) trans
lation-forty (in) Asia, thirty-one 
(in) Africa, ten each (in) Europe 
(and) America, to be allocated (to 
the) American, British, Indian 
(and) Australian Baha'i communi
ties, including for (the) most part 
those into which Gospels (have 
been) already traoslated; 

"Doubling (the) number (of) 
Ma"griqu'l-A<llikars, through (the) 
ini tia tion (of the) construction (of) 
one (on the) Asiatic (and the) 
other (on the) European continent; 

"(The) acquisition (of the) site (of 
the) future Ma~lJriqu'I-A<!!!kar (on) 
Mount Carmel; 

" (The) purchase (of the) land 
(for) eleven future Temples, three 
(on the) American, three (on the) 
African, two (on the) Asiatic, two 
(on the) European, one (on the) 
Australian continents; 

" (The) erection (of the) fir 5t de
pendency (of the) Ma"griqu'l-Adh
kar (in) Wilmette: 

"(The) development (of the) func
tions (of the) institution (of the) 
Hands (of the) Cause; 

"(The) establishment (of a) Baha'i 
Court (in the) Holy Land, prelimi
na ry (to the) emergence (of 
the) Universal House (of) Justice; 

"Codification (of the) laws (and) 
ordinances (of the) Kitab-i-Aqdas, 
Mother Book (of the) B aha' i Reve
lation; 

"Establishment (of) six national 
Baha'i Courts (in the) chief cities 
(of the) Islamic East-rihran, Cai
ro, Baghdad, New Delhi, Karachi, 
Kabul; 

"Extension (of) international 
Baha'i endowments (in the) Holy 
Land, (on the) plain (of) 'Akka 
(and the) slopes (of) Mount Car
mel; 

"Construction (of) International 
Baha'i Archives (in the) neighb~r
hood (of the) Bab's Sepulchre; 

"Construction (of a) tomb (for 
the) wife (of the) Bab (in) iThiraz; 

'IIdentification (of the) resting 
places (of the) father (of) 
BaM'u'llith (and the) mother (and) 

cousin (of the) Bab (for) reburial 
(in the) BaM'; cemetery (in the) 
vicinity (of the) Most Great House; 

"Acquisition (of the) Garden (of) 
Ri<ivan (in) Bagl1dad, site (of the) 
Siyah-Qial (in) Tihran, (site ot 
the) martyrdom (of the) Bah (in) 
Tabriz, (and of) His incarceration 
in Chihriq; 

"More than quadruple (the) num
ber (of) National Spiritual Assem
blies-twenty-one (on the) Ameri· 
cant thirteen (on the) European, 
ten (on the) Asiatic, three (on
the) African and one (on the) Aus
tralian continents j 

"Multiply sevenfold national 
I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds, their establish
ment (in the) capital cities (of 
the) chief Sovereign States (and) 
chief cities (of the) principal De
pendencies (of the) planet-twen
ty-one (in) America, fifteen (in) 
Europe, nine (in) Asia, three (in) 
Africa, one (in) New Zealand; 

"Framing national Baha'i consti
tutions (and) establishment (of) 
national Baha'i endowments (in) 
same capitals and cities (of) same 
States (and) Dependencies; 

"More than quintuple (the) num
ber (of) incorporated National As
semblies-twenty-one (in) Ameri-
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ca, thirteen (in) Europe, twelve 
(in) Asia, three (in) Africa, one 
in) Australasia; 

"(The) establishment (of) six na
tional Baha'i Publishing Trusts
two (in) America, two (in) Asia, 
one (in) Africa, one (in) Europe; 

"(The) participation (of the) wom
en (of) Persia (in the) member
ship (of) national (and) local as
semblies; 

"(The) establishment (of) seven 
Israel branches (of) National 
Spiritual Assemblies-two (from) 
Europe. two (from) Asia, one 
each (from) America, Africa (and) 
Australia; 

"(The) establishment (of a) na
tional Bahl.'i printing press (in) 
Tihrim; 

"Reinforcement (of the) ties bind
ing (the) Baha'i World Commu
nity (to) United Nations; 

"Inclusion, circumstances permit
ting, (of) eleven Republics com
prised within Union (of) Soviet So
cialist Republics and two Europ
ean Soviet-controlled States with
in (the) orbit (of the) Administra
tive Order (of the) Faith; 

"Convocation (of a) World Baha'i 
Congress (in the) vicinity (of the) 
Garden of Ri\lvim, Bag]ldad, third 
holiest city (of) BaM'i world, (on 
the) occasion (of the) worldwide 
celebrations (of the) Most Great 
Jubilee commemorating (the) 
Centenary (of the) Ascension (of) 
Baha'u'llah (to the) Throne (of) 
His Sovereignty," 

NaUonal Baha'i Addresses 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
Make checks Payable to: 

National Baha'I Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
lliinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

". .. ..tlATIODL ..' 
. ·SPllriU-AI..A$SIMILY,' 

AMERICAN BAHA'IS INVITED TO 
ATIEND INTERCONTINENTAL CON
FERENCE IN NEW DELHI 

The following invitation has been 
extended by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of India, 
Pakistan and Burma, through the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States. 

"Dear Baha'i Friends: 
On the eve of the Holy Year, we 

wish to convey to you our most sin
cere and loving greetings. While 
rendering thanks unto our beloved 
Guardian, who has so affectionately 
conferred upon us the honoured priv
ilege of being Convenors of the 4th 
Intercontinental Conference and 
serving as hosts to the revered parM 
ticipants in the Conference, we ex
tend to you and through you, to all 
our brothers and sisters, residing in 
the Dependencies and Sovereign 
States under the jurisdiction of your 
noble Assembly. Qur most cordial in
vitation for participation, in this all 
important conference to be held in 
New Delhi during the month of Octo
ber 1953. 

"The duration of this Conference 
has been provisionally fixed for one 
week, during the first half of Octc>
ber 1953. We have not yet been able 
to fix a definite duration or the actu
al dates, about which we shall in
form you in due course of' time." 

"ON THE FIRMEST BASIS" 

A Letter from the Guardian 

In a letter dated June 2, 1952, ad
dressed to the Baha'is gathered at 
the Teaching Conference held in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, on May 11, the 
Guardian, through his secretary, 
wrote this about our teaching work. 

"It is indeed of the utmost im
portance that the teaching work be 
done on the firmest basis, if the 
devoted believers in the United 
States are to shoulder the heavy re
sponsibility which will be theirs at 
home and in far-flung fields during 
the Ten Year Crusade beginning with 
the Holy Year t 1953." 

-NATIONAl. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

OECEMBEII. 1952 

OF INTEREST TO BELIEVERS 

20% Income To. Deduction 
Allowed on Contribution. 

"An Act amending various sec
tions of the Internal Revenue Code 
has been passed by the Congress 
and was signed by President Harry 
S. Truman on July 8. It is of par
ticular interest to persons making 
charitable and other contributions, 
which may be deducted from income 
tax. 

"One section of the Act (H. R. 7345) 
provides that the limit for income 
tax deductions is increased from 15 
to 20 per cent of an individual's ad
justed gross income. This section (re
lating to deductions by individuals 
for charitable contributions) 'is 
hereby amended by striking out 15 
per centum and inserting 20 per 
centum.' The amendments apply 
to taxable years after Dec. 31, 1951. II 

ENROLLMENT OF BAHA'I YOUTH 
AS ADULT VOTING BELIEVERS 

At the request of one of the local 
Assemblies, the National Spiritual 
Assembly wishes to remind all 
Baha', Youth that on reaching the 
age of twenty-one years they are 
expected to notify their local As
sembly (or Regional Teaching Com
mittee if they do not live in an or
ganized Baha'i Community) as soon 
as they reach voting age. 

When the local Assembly or Re
gional Teaching Committee has this 
information, it places the believer 
on the adult membership list and 
reports this action to the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

Though already enrolled as a 
B aha' i with youth s ta tus, the believer 
on becoming twenty-one years of age 
does not automatically become vest
ed with voting rights. The simple 
duty of informing the Assembly or 
Regional Teaching Committee rests 
upon the Youth. Voting rights are 
then given to the Youth without any 
further declaration of faith or for
mality. 

Overlooking this obligation on their 
part, many enrolled in the youth 
list have become adult and gone 
for some time without voting rights 
merely because the local Assembly 
or Regional Teaching Committee 
had not been notified. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 
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"l'he a'per1ures for the laocet wiodows are apparent as the 
33 ft. Drum rises. 

The ftora.J-designed stones that form the siUs of the Drum 
windows. in place. 

... PILGRIM'S NOTES 
ON TEACHING AND 
ADMINISTRATION 

The statements made by Mrs. Bea· 
trice Ashton to the National Spirit· 
ual Assembly after her return from 
pilgrimage to Haifa were so inter
esting and helpful that the members 
requested her to write them out for 
the information of the friends. 

The great privilege of making the 
pilgrimage to Haifa and 'Akkil car
ries with it the responsibility of 
bringing back to as many as possible 
the inspiration of visiting the Holy 
Shrines and praying at the Holy 
Thresholds, of meeting the beloved 
Guardian and hearing him speak, 
and of visiting the Holy Places of 
the Faith. 

The Guardian usually meets the 
pilgrims from the West at table dur
ing and after dinner in the Western 
Pilgrim HollS e. One evening he spoke 
at some length about the "Twin Pil
lars." Everything that the Guardian 
says is uttered with the greatest 
clarity. One does not wish to miss 
a single word, for every word, every 
expression, conveys just the right 
meaning and is deeply engraved on 
one's heart and mind. References 
made here, however I to what the 
Guardian said on this occasion must 
be considered in the category of 
HpUgrim notes," and only his pub
lished words are here given in quo-

tation marks . 
That evening at the table he said 

that up to this time we had been 
erecting only one of the twin pillars, 
the one which is to culmina te in the 
Universal Hourse of Justice-that he 
had not yet been able to establish 
the Universal House of Justice but 
he had appointed the International 
Baha'i Council as an intermediary 
stage. Now, he explained, he had be
gun to erect the pillar of the Guard
ianship by the appointment 01 the 
Hands of the Cause. Just as the oth
er pillar had its institutions-the lo
cal and national assemblies, each 
with its own subsidiary institutions 
(the committees and the funds)-so 
tl:e Hands of the Cause would also 
have their own institutions revolv
ing about them. 

In the "Dispensation of Baha
'u'llith", it will be recalled, the Guar
dian explains briefly, in the section 
on the Administrative Order, "tbe 
character and 1unctions of the twin 
pillars that support this mighty Ad
ministrative Structure-the institu
tions of the Guardianship and of the 
Universal House of Justice." He 
writes: "it should be stated, at the 
very outset, 1n clear and unambig~ 
uous language, that these twin insti
tutions of the Administrative Order 
01 Baha'u'llah should be regarded as 
divine in origin, essential in their 
functions and complementary in 
their aim and purpose." (W.O.B., pp. 
147-148.) 

In his explanation at the table the 
Guardian stated that the sale pur. 
pose of the administrative pillar 
(i.e., the pillar <;:ulminating in the 
Universal House of Justice) is to 
support and carry out the Divine 
Plan; that the function of the Guard
ian and the Hands is the promulga
tion of the Teachings and preserva
tion of the integrity of the Cause. 
Then he said that the Will and Testa
ment of 'Abdu'l-Baha is the charter 
for the administrative institutions, 
and the Tablet of Carmel is the char
ter for the institution of the Guard
ianship. (The Tablet of Carmel is 
found on pages 14-17 of Gleanings 
from the Writings of Baha'u'Utih.) 

When we contemplate the Guardi
an's explanations of these twin pil. 
lars-the Guardianship and the Uni
versal House of Justice-that sup
port the Administrative Structure of 
the World Order of Baha'u'llah, we 
can envision the perfect reciprocal 
and complementary function of 
teaching and administration. Before 
the local and national assemblies 
were esta blished, teaching was done 
on an individual basis and was in
coordinate. W~th the coming of the 
assemblies, the teaching work be. 
came more unified and the new 
Baha'is were brought into the family 
ot the Baha'i Community. It was not, 
however, until our beloved Guardian 
began to unfold to us the steps un
der which we were to carry out 
the Divine Plan of 'Abdu'I~Baha, and 
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encouraged us to launch forth on the 
First Seven Year Plan, that our 
teaching work took on the purpose
ful direction which brought effective 
results both within and without the 
confines of our own land. 

The Guardian promulgated the 
teaching work, that is, he issued the 
instructions by which the believers I 
through their national and local as
semblies and committees, supported 
and carried out the unfoldment of 
the Divine Plan-a preview of the 
complementary functioning of the 
"twin pillars." 

With the succeeding years every 
country where a national spiritual 
assembly is established has had its 
Plan, given or encouraged by the 
Guardian and carried out and sup
ported by the com mittee sand as
Bern blies through which the believers 
work. The teaching projects in the 
new countries opened to the Faith 
have for their first 0 bj ecti ve the es
tablishment of local, then of national, 
assemblies, thus erecting, painfully 
slowly it seems, but surely, the sup
port for the crowning unit of the 
administrative pillar, the Universal 
House of Justice. 

The Second Seven Year Plan of 
the Baha'is of the United States will 
come to its conclusion in April, 
1953. Within the period of that Plan 
four new national spiritual assem· 
blies will have been established
Canada, South America, Central 
America and Italy"switzerland. The 
supplementary Plans of varying 
length of the British Isles, of Ger
many and Austria, of frim, of India, 
Pakistan and Burma, of 'Iraq, of 
Egypt and Sudim, of Australia and 
N<,w Zealand, of Canada are all 
culminating in 1953, within the Holy 
Year. 

The Third Plan, a "Global Cru
sade," begins immediately on the 
conclusion of the Second Seven Year 
Plan and will culminate in 1963. It 
represents "the third concluding 
phase of initial epoch (in) execution 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine Plan_" 
Thus, it is well to remember, we are 
still working in the Uinitial epoch of 
the Formative Age," the transitional 
period of the Faith. 

To inaugurate this third phase, 
the concluding phase of the initial 
epoch, the Guardian in his cable
gram of November '30, 1951, sum
mons the Uentire Baha'i world 
through eleven National Assemblies 
already functioning East and West 

.. 
bestir itself, arise during sixteen 
months ahead" and prepare four lIin_ 
tercontinental Baha'i teaching con
ferences to be held successively (in) 
course (of) historic year (on) con
tinents (of) Africa, America, Eu
rope, Asia." 

The Guardian summons the 
Baha'is to support and carry out 
this further, intercontinental exten
sion of the Divine PI an through their 
national assemblies. The pattern is 
repeated, and ever enlarged? of 
promulgation on the one hand and of 
support and carrying out, On the 
other. 

At this point, when the teaching 
work is about to launch forth into an 
intercontinental unfoldment of the 
Divine Plan, the beloved Guardian 
has appointed the first Hands of the 
Cause of God, institutions of the pil
lar of the Guardianship. As the 
Guardian states in his cablegram of 
December 24, 1951, he has taken 
this step at this time, after local 
and national institutions on five con
tinents of the globe have been es
tablished, after the First Seven Year 
Plan had inaugurated the first epoch 
in the execution of 4Abdu'I-Baha's 
Divine Plan ("unavoidably held (in) 
abeyance over two decades pending 
creation divinely appointed adminis
trative agencies designed by its Au
thor for its effective prosecution"), 
and now that the institutions at the 
World Center of the Faith are grad
u2J.ly emerging. 

With the appointment of the Hands 
of the Cause, who are Bunder the di
rection of the guardian of the Cause 
of God" (Win and Testament), the 
promulgation of the Teachings is ex
tended. Prior to this time the Guard
ian, alone, has given us our direc~ 
tions in the various Plans, to be 
carried out and supported through 
the institutions of the assemblies and 
committees. Every Baha'i is en
joined by 'Abdu'l-Baha to teach, ev
ery Baha'i, including the Hands, in
cluding the members of assemblies 
and every member of every Baha'i 
community. But in order that the 
teaching work of all may be effective 
and that unity (without which no 
teaching can be effective) may be 
preserved, the carrying out of the 
work is channelized through the ad
ministrative institutions (see W.O.B., 
p. 18). A river without a channel loses 
it~ force and dissipates its purpose, 
in fact it evaporates. A channel with
out the river is equally useless. The 
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purpose of each is fulfilled in the
other-they are "complementary." 

So it is with teaching and adminis~ 
tration. Without the Spirit of 
Baha'u'llah which flows through His 
Teachings, within His Covenant, 
each individua1 Baha'i accomplishes· 
nothing. We do not teach, we do not 
find and reach the hearts of people. 
Baha'u'llah accomplishes al1 this, by 
His Radiance reflected on the mir
rors of our hearts which shines 
through our words and actions. And 
unless this River of the Spirit, this 
River of Light, which finds Its re
flection in the believers, flows 
through the channel of Baha'u'Uah's 
own laws, of His Covenant, of the 
institutions provided by that Cove
nant through the Will and Testament 
of His appointed Interpreter, Its ef
fect is dissipated. We do not know 
the full effectiveness of teaching 
work unless and until both the river 
and the channel function together. 
To emphasize teaching as something 
dis tinct from administration is to dis
regard the very institutions set up by 
Bahfl.'u'Uili through His Covenant for 
the purpose of supporting and carry
ing out the teaching work. To em
phasize the administration as im.~ 
portant in itself is to deny the pur
pose of its existence, which is to 
be the channel for the spirit. 

Teaching of the administration has 
necessarily been increasingly empha
sized during the past thirty years 
in order to build the strong support
ing structure for the Universal House 
of Justice resting on the institutions 
provided in the Will and Testa
ment of 'Abdu'\-Baha. With the com
ing of the Guardianship, the Cause 
had entered a new historical period. 
During the Heroic Age, just preced
ing, the teaching work had been done 
largely On an individual basis. It 
was necessary that its real objective 
be more widely understood, that 
it be oriented away from an individ
ual basis toward the establishment 
of the community of believers-lo
cal, national and world·wide-made 
up of Baha'is each of whom is living 
and working in accordance with the 
Teachings of Bahii'u'llah and the 
Center of His Covenant, now under 
the guidance of our beloved Guard
ian, in a coordinated effort unified 
through the administrative institu
tions. 

Teaching of the administration as 
an integral part of the Faith of 
Baha 'u'IlAh is as necessary in pre-
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paring an inquirer for entering into 
the community of believers as is 
the teaching of the "fundamental 
verities" of the Faith. Otherwise the 
new believer is unable either to Wl

derstand the continuing Covenant 
which provides and preserves the 
unity of the Cause or to become a 
mature member of the Baha'i Com
munity. The Guardian has written: 
"Without the study and application 
of the Administration the teaching 
01 the Cause becomes hot only mean
ingless but loses in effectiveness and 
scope." (Baha'i News, No. 105, p. 1.) 

Thus, while every Baha'i is en
joined to teach, the teaching efforts 
oC each Baha'i, however limited or 
however extensive, whether in his 
own community or in a new country, 
are all part of the great teaching 
work of the Cause. Each component 
part is effective to the degree that 
it is related to the whole, for it then 
receives the flow of strength from 
the whole. The connection of the in
dividual with the whole comes 
through active participation in the 
Baha'i community, through the Nine
teen Day Feasts and through the 
uniting of all teaching efforts within 
the local, regional and national Wli ts. 
Then teaching and administration 
function as one whole. Only thus can 
the teaching which every believer 
longs to do become fully effective, 
for its purpose is not a personal vic~ 
tory but has for its objective the 
healing of the wor~d, through "the 
union of all its peoples in one uni
versal Cause, one common Faith." 
(GI., p. 255.) 

Now that the Guardian is entrust~ 
ing us with the responsibility of a 
mature commtulity, that of partici
pating in the carrying out of a Global 
Crusade, it is important that we en
vision the whole, that we understand 
and practice the complementary 
function of teaching and administra
tion. Neither is complete without the 
other. and both functioning together 
are necessary to bring into outer 
reality the World Order of Baha
'u'llah, the Kingdom of God on earth. 

We shall continuously, throughout 
the initial and the succeeding epochs, 
receive the direction of the teaching 
work through the "pillar" of the 
Guardianship. It is the no less COn

tinuous responsibility, and privilege, 
01 every Baha'i to carry out and 
support the teaching work, however 
arduous it may be, through the in
stitutions of the pillar which is, in 

due time, to culminate in the Uni~ 
versal House 01 Justice. Only thus 
can we fulfill the great tasks which 
our beloved Guardian, from his over
burdened heart, is calling us to do. 
Only through our whole-hearted, en
thusiastic response to the Guardian's 
calls can the coming of the Kingdom 
be hastened, 

UNUSUAL TEACHING ACTIVITIES 
IN UGANDA 

Copies of the two letters published 
below ... were sent by the Guardian to 
the National Spiritual Assembly with 
direction that they be used in Baha.'i 
News. As Shoghi Effendi wrote 
through his Assistant Secretary On 
November 2, "the success of the 
teaching efforts (in Uganda) are as
tonishing. The Guardian feels it may 
even be a replica of the wonderful 
success of the time of the Dawn
Breakers." The letters are shared 
"as a stimulus to the friends, partic
ularly the friends in the South, and 
especially the Negro Baha'is. He 
likewise feels it should be a means of 
stimulating the sending of pioneers 
from America to the most impor
tant area of our pioneering effort." 

---=-NATIONAL SPIRITUAr. ASSEMBLY 

Extracts from letter to the 
Guardi.n from the British 

Africa Committee 

October 9, 1952. 
There are now 55 believers in 

Uganda, living in 12 different local
ities and representing 9 different 
tribes, namely Ganda, Gishu. 
Gwero, Kabarasi. Kakamega, Luo, 
Sega, Teso, Toro. Six of these be
lievers are African women. 18 of the 
believers are in Kampala and 26 in 
the Teso country. A lot of the Tesos 
have written their declarations in 
their own languages and some havE' 
had to have them written and have 
signed with thumbprints. 

To meet the language difficulty, 
the Uganda Teaching Committee, 
newly appointed, have appointed 
Enoch Olinga as their Teso secre
tary. 

One of the new believers in Kob
win, father of Enoch Olinga, has 
given his hut to the Cause to be used 
as a I:la~ira and the 19-day Feast of 
Masbiyyat was celebrated in it, Mr. 
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Banani accompanied two other 
friends to this feast, which involved 
a great sacrifice on his part; since 
it meant he was for two days only 
with people who could not speak his 
language. It is moreover due to his 
generosity in lending his car for 
weeks on end that Ali Nakhjavani 
has been enabled to stay out in these 
cotUltry districts teaching and con
firming. 

One of the other new believers in 
Kobwin, Nathan Olei, is a remark
able person. He is of high intellect 
and went through the course at Mak
erere University College in half the 
usual time. Mter that however he 
took to drink and lost job after job, 
until he was reduced to just sub
sistence farming on his own plot. 
Since accepting the Faith he is com
pletely changed and this is being re
garded as a miracle, and it is having 
a tremendous influence on all those 
who know him. Moreover he is read
ing seriously and is showing a won
derful grasp of the teachings and is 
teaching others. His wife too has 
accepted the F ai tho 

The Africa Committee has re
ceived a letter from the Kobwin 
community, written by Mr. Olei, of 
which we are enclosing a copy ~ since 
we feel it is a most interesting doc
ument. 

African Bah .. '; Letter 
to British Committee 

Kobwjni Ngoro-Teso. 
P.O. Ngoro 

21st September 1952. 
To the Africa Committee: 

On behalf of the Bah,,'i Community 
in Kobwini Sub-county, I am in duty 
bound to forward to you our heart
felt, fathomless gratitude for sending 
Mr. Ali to Kobwin as an adamant 
envoy of the glorious message-the 
message which has transformed 
many souls, Assuredly his short so
journ with us has not in the least 
been fruitless-it has achieved re
markable, renowned results - not
withstanding the fierce, challenging 
opposition of the assailants of the 
Cause. As a matter of fact this oppo
sition increased the velocity of the 
impetus which has enhanced the ad
dition of many souls to the increas
ing list of the Bah .. 'is in this sub
county, I am confident, cocksure that 
the fire which Mr. AU lit, will never 
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be extinguished by any implacable 
force on earth. Our dear beloved 
Ali, as a pioneer of the Cause, has 
been serving as a concrete example 
and at the same time cementing the 
principles of the Baha 'j Faith which 
Bahlt'u'llith so explicitly propounded 
to the nations the world over. 

To give you an idea in order to 
enlighten you on this point, I think 
it is worth while to quote one of the 
epitomised, and axiomatic, remarks 
made by people in different places. 
villages, which Mr. Ali (accompa
nied by me) visited. "Truly that 
European has been sent to us by 
the Omnipotent and the Most Inter
mediary, because the message which 
he has brought to us embodies the 
whole truth and at the same time 
he acts according to its principles". 
We have seen many white mission
aries and Government officials who 
are supposed to have come to im
prove the discordant environment of 
the African, But none of them has 
ever been able to allow we black 
people to approach him or her. eat 
with us, or enter in our poor houses! 
"We wish there were many of his 
type - but when he happens to leave 
us, we will be like babies who are 
born and then suddenly their moth
ers pass away before giving them 
necessary help required for their 
growth." 

The above quotation is in the form 
of an appeal which gives you the en
lightenment on the actual plight or 
gravity of the issue. Hence waste not 
a minute in making arrangements of 
sending back to us our guide (Mr. 
Ali) and spiritual leader. His pres
ence in Teso means a great deal as 
far as the propagation of the Faith 
goes. His trumpet-call to the inhabi
tants of Kobwin is still echoing in 
their hearts, Signs of mass conver
sion are beginning to display. The 
public speeches which we gave in 
different places have materialized
the word BBaha'i" has become and 
is becoming the byword of diverse 
places. Soon it will have pervading 
influence in the whole of Teso Dis
trict. Mr. Ali Nakhjavani come back, 
come back quickly is the general 
cry of the Baha'i community. 

Lastly not the least, may I also 
draw your attention to the fact that 
Teso is a fertile land for the Baha'i 
Faith, hence send the tractor (Mr. 
Ali) to plough the arable land before 

the loam is eroded away ~ 
With all love from the 

Baha'is Community 
N. G. A. Olei 

For the Baha'is Community in 
Kobwin 

(For the most recent news of this 
marvelous teaching work in Ugan
da, see "International News -
Africa. ") 

REPORT TO THE FRIENDS 

The meeting of the National Spirit
ual Assembly held April 22 and 23 
brou~ht the Assembly up to the eve 
of the 1952 convention. 

Communications from the Guard
ian recorded were the cables dated 
April 3 (announcing agreement with 
Israel for purchase of land near the 
BiIb's Shrine), April 5 (concerning 
the doom awaiting the Covenant
breakers), April 6 (annuling the re
vised bulletin on Baha'i marriage). 

A letter received from Leroy loas 
reported the Guardian's views on the 
needs of the teaching work as pre
sented to pilgrims at Haifa. Three 
paragraphs were noted for presenta
tion to the Convention and publica
tion in Baha'i News. 

A number of important decisions 
were made by mail previous to the 
meeting in connection with the plan 
prepared by the American National 
Teaching Committee. 

The financial report submitted for 
the period May 1, 1951-April 21 1952 
stated that of the general budget of 
$175,000, the sum of $174,34tJ.56 had 
been received. On the Resolve Fund 
of $275,000, $205,028.83 had been re
ceived, a deficit of $69,971.17. 

The report also showed that of the 
total estimated cost of Temple in
terior contracts - $892,000.00 - the 
sum of $844,880.56 had been paid. On 
the contract for landscaping, $6,-
344.65 had also been paid. 

A proposed budget was submitted 
for 1952-1953. 

A preliminary report was present
ed by the executors of the Roy Wil
helm estate. 

A conference was held with the 
National Teaching Committee for 
final agreement on the teaching plan 
for the coming year. 

The Assembly approved plans sub
mitted by the Temple Exhibits Com
mittee for installing a new set of 
permanent exhibits in the Tem
ple Foundation Hall area. 
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Action was recorded and taken to 
replace a delegate who had moved 
from the State where the delegate 
had been elected. A Convention Re
porter was appointed to outline the 
main features of the Convention for 
Baha'i News. 

Conferences were held with three 
pilgrims returned from Haifa. 

Preparations for opening the Con
vention and reporting national activi
ties and budget plans were carried 
out. 

A total of 1926 votes was recorded 
at successive meetings of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly last year. 

The first Minutes of the incoming 
Assembly covered sessions held be
tween April 25 and 30, 1952. 

The members elected at the Con
vention met and organized the As
sembly with election of officers. 

A letter was presented written by 
the Guardian through his secretary 
giving directions to be carried out 
in the printing of future Baha'i Cal
endars. 

Action was taken to inform the 
Guardian that the American Baha'i 
Community wishes to forego any re
spite after 1953. 

Leanling of the need in Haifa for 
free literature for persons visiting 
the Shrines, the Publishing Commit
tee was directed to ship several 
thousand pamphlets to the World 
Center. 

The Guardian's cable to the Con
vention was recorded in the Min
utes, and a statement was planned 
for Bahci/i News calling the attention 
of the believers to the bounty offered 
us in making sacrificial contribu
tions directly to the Guardian. 

Cables received from the Guard
ian during this meeting have been 
published. 

A revised annual budget totaling 
5475,000 was adopted. 

Most of the tim eat these sessions 
was devoted to committee appoint
ments. 

Sixty-seven committees were ap
pointed, including Regional Teaching 
and Area Youth Committees. The 
Jubilee, American National Teach
ing, Temple Dedication and Inter
continental Teaching Committees, 
a!ready appointed, were continued. 

A schedule of meetings was adopt
ed through December. 

Assembly consultation was organ
ized by assigning to each member 
for study and recommendation the 
correspondence received from a spe-
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cified list of committees, from local 
Assemblies, individual believers or 
interna tional bodies. 

A conference was held with the 
members of the United Nations and 
American National Teaching Com
mittees. 

The Convention Arrangements 
Committee reported that 127 dele
gations, 33 youth and 688 adult visit
ing believers had attended the Con
vention, a total of 848 Baha lis. 

Recommendations reported from 
the outgoing National Assembly 
were discussed and action taken. 
Sixty-four different votes were re
corded. 

-NA11:0NAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

BAHA'I YOUTH IN THE WORLD 
CRUSADE 

In two letters written by the 
Guardian through his secretary to 
Junior Youth Sessions of Louhelen 
Baha'i School, the emphasis is laid 
entirely upon the ten years of pio
neering which are to begin in 1953. 

HDuring the next ten years, fol
lowing our Holy Year so soon to be
gin, a tremendous amount of Baha'i 
pioneer work must be done all over 
the world. Although there will be 
many of the older. more experienced 
friends going out to serve, he feels 
that the stirring tasks that lie ahead 
in difficult countries and climates 
are, par excellence. the kind of work 
young people can do. 

"He, therefore, urges you to se
riously conhider the type of profes
sion or trade that might ensure you 
a post in a pioneer field in Africa, 
or the Pacific Islands, or Asia, in 
which you could earn your living 
while serving the Cause as well. It 
is a great challenge, and a great op
portunity and he looks forward to 
your future exploits in the service 
of Baha'u'llah with hope and confi
dence." 

"You are the Baha'i Youth who are 
going to grow up· during one of the 
most moving times in this second 
Baha'i century, the ten years of great 
pioneer activity which will fall be
tween the present Holy Year and the 
Most Great Jubilee which will mark 
the hundredth anniversary of 
Baha'u 'llah·s Declaration in Bagh
dad. You can see before you the vast 
territories to be won over to the Faith 
in the coming decade, and, if you 
set your mind to it, can choose 

New Baha'j Center, Peoria, Illinois. 

a place where lJOU want to pioneer. 
and prepare yourself for this thrilling 
service! 

"From Tibet to the South Seas, 
Africa to far off points in Asia and 
Europe---there are lands waiting to 
be opened to the Faith. He will pray 
that some of you may be the ones 
to render this form of service. n 

PUBLISHING ACTIVITY 

Some of the problems faced by the 
Publishing Committee are perhaps 
not clearly understood by the 
friends. 

As we all know. the publishing ac
tivity has developed under the gen
eral authority and supervision of the 
National Spiritual Assembly for 
many years. The Committee has 
never been assigned a stated annual 
budget, but for the most part has 
operated from its own income de
rived from sales of books and pam
phlets. 

The Committee has been primarily 
responsible for production and dis
tribution, and the decision on what 
books or pamphlets to bring out has 
been made by the National Assem
bly. When elaborate works like The 
Dawn-Breakers and the successive 
volumes of The Baha'i World are 
produced, the costs, which exceed 
the capacity of the Committee's re· 
sources, are met by advances from 

the National Fund. These advances 
have to a very large extent been 
gradually repaid from sales, al
though the sales of Bahd/i World 
never equal cost of production. The 
American Baha'is, in fact, finance 
this important international survey 
through their contributions to the 
National Fund. 

In the selection of the literature 
to pubHsh, the first consideration is 
to maintain a supply of the basic 
Baha'i texts. Even here, however, 
certain factors have arisen which 
delay reprinting of certain works. 
For example, Promulgation of UniM 
versal Peace and Tablets of 'Abdu'J... 
Bahci. have both been out of print for 
some time, the reason being that, 
with the Guardian's approval, plans 
for editing these works are required 
since both originally appeared before 
the Guardian's standard of Baha'i 
spelling and transliteration had ap
peared. In the case of the Tablets, 
moreover, material enough for one 
01' two extra volumes has become 
available. 

The austerity period, too, has re
stricted funds for certain activities 
in order to concentrate our resources 
in other directions of vital general 
importance. Thus teaching work out
side the United States has called for 
new and considerable budgets in re-
cent years, and Temple completion 
and the Shrine have also had priori
ty. World Order Magazine, for ex· 
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ample, had to be temporarily aban
doned in order to carry the Temple 
work to completion within the al1ot~ 
ted time. 

The ideal is, naturally. to make 
avaHable books and pamphlets of di
rect Baha'i interest-works by be~ 
lievers as well as the basic teach
ings in and inCluding Baha'i litera
ture published in other cotUltries. 
This goal is not attainable without 
further development of capital re
sources. Many desirable and useful 
items are temporarily out of stock 
at times. Then too, selling prices 
have been kept much lower than 
those in effect by commercial pub
lishers, in order to make the litera
ture more widely available. 

Finally. plans are in discussion to 
adopt distinctive styles of typogra
phy and binding, and their fulfilment 
is necessarily a matter of develop
ment and not of rapid transfor
mation. The stock on hand at present 
is carried at a value of some $60,000. 
Thus it is clear that the Publishing 
Committee conducts a very large en~ 
terprise without adequate investment 
capital. Its full possibilities will, nev
ertheless, be tmfolded in the years 
of greater Baha'i expansion which 
the Jubilee Year inaugurates. The 
Committee at present asks for your 
understanding and patience. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

TEACHING AMERICAN INDIANS 

The National Teaching Committee 
has issued a very interesting and 
helpful bulletin on teaching the In
dians. Individual believers especially 
interested in this type of teaching 
activity may obtain a copy by writ-
ing the Committee. . 

This statement cites 'Abdu'l
Baha's reference to Indian s in the 
Tablets of the Divine Plan, and 
stresses the importance attributed 
by the Guardian to teaching the In
dians in '~Challenging Require
ments. U It presents facts about the 
present Indian population, the tri
bal groupings and the cultural 
areas. 

Further facts presented explain 
the legal status of Indians and their 
religious freedom. Suggestions for 
teaching the Indians constitute the 
main element in the bulletin, and 
these are invaluable and essential 
to any believer undertaking to make 
teaching contacts with this minority 
group. For further study a list of 

references to standard books, artie 
des ~nd pamphlets is supplied. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

A lOCAL YEAR BOOK 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
commends a suggestion received 
from the Boise Assembly, that local 
Assemblies plan to gather together 
the materials which could constitute 
the "year bookH of their activities. 

The materials to be compiled 
would cover the local administrative 
year, April 21-April 20, and consist 
of election report, annual commit
tee reports, the Assembly's annual 
reportt programs, newspaper publi
city He ms. etc. 

Such material can be readily 
bOW1d in a ring or press binder, and 
in this form the history from year 
to year would be more safely pre
served. 

Jubilee Year is an ideal time for 
local Assemblies to adopt this sug
gestion if they approve it. 

-N.ILTIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

->-------------------.f-

NEW BAHA'I WORLD, VOl. XI 

Volume XI of Baha'i World, the 
official international record of Baha'i 
activity, will be off the press short
ly. This volume covers the four year 
period of 1946-1950, the years which 
witnessed the beginning of the work 
on the Shrine of the Bab, the com
pletion of the Arcade of the Shrin~, 
the inauguration of the Second Seven 
Year Plan in the United States with 
its tremendous achievements in the 
ten goal countries of Europe, the es· 
tablishment of a National Spiritual 
Assembly in Canada, and the com~ 
pletion of the interior of the House 
of Worship, and initiation of various 
national Plans in' other countries of 
the BaM'i World. 

This issue as with the previous vol
umes comprises a statement on the 
aims and purposes of the Faith and 
Administrative Order, selections 
from the Baha'i Sacred Writings, a 
survey of the activities of the Faith 
for the four years, a list of Baha'i 
centers in the five continents, a bibli
ography of Baha'i literature, trib· 
utes paid to the Faith by prominent 
men and women, and articles about 
aspects of the Faith and its relation 
to present·day problems. 

This we-ll illustrated and fully doc
umented book is a very important 
gift for public and university librar· 
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ies, because it is the onl.y authori
tative source of information on the 
present growth and development of 
the Faith. 

Beautifully bound in black fabri
koid with gold stamping. 893 pp. 
Price $12.50 net. 

Regarding the BaM'; World, the 
Guardian has stated: 

"This unique record of world-wide 
Baha'i activity attempts to present 
to the general public, as well as to 
the student and scholar, those his
toric facts and fundamental princi. 
pIes that constitute the distinguish
ing features of the Message of Baha
'u'llab to this age. I have ever since 
its inception taken a keen and sus-
tamed interest in its development, 
have personally participated in the 
coHection of its material, the ar
rangement of its contents, and the 
close scrutiny of whatever data it 
contains. 

"I confidently and emphatically 
recommend it to every thoughtful 
and eager follower of the Faith, 
whether in the East or in the West, 
whose desire is to place in the hands 
of the critical and intelligent inquir
er, of whatever class, creed or color, 
a work that can. truly witness to the 
high purpose, the moving history~ 

the enduring achievements, the re
sistless march and infinite prospects 
of the Revelation of BaM'u'Uah, 
Eminently readable and attractive 
in its features, reliable and authori
tative in the material it contains, 
up-to-date, comprehensive and ac-
curate in the mass of information it 
gives, concise and persuasive in its 
treatment of the fundamental as
pects of the Cause, thoroughly rep
resentative in the illustrations and 
photographs it reveals :-it stands 
unexcelled and unapproached by any 
publlcation of its kind in the varied 
literature of our beloved Cause. It 
will, without the slightest doubt, if 
generously and vigorously supported, 
arouse unprecedented interest among 
aU classes of civilized society. 

"I earnestly request you, dearly
beloved friends, to exert the utmost 
effort for the prompt and widespread 
circulation of a book that so faith· 
fully and vividly portrays, in aU its 
essential features, its far-reaching 
ramifications and most arresting as
pects, the al1·encompassing Faith of 
B~ha'u'llah, " 
(Bahci'i Administration, pp. 156-157) 

-BAHA'i PUBLISHING COMMrrn!Z 



IAH ... ·1 NEWS 

Jubilee Year 

On the commencement of Holy 
Year the National Spiritual Assem
blies of the Baha'i World have ex
changed joyous greetings with their 
fellow Baha'is in other lands. The 
National Assembly of the United 
Sta tes wishes to sha re with the 
American believers the tender and 
loving messages it has received. 
Three will be published here and 
others will appear in succeeding 
months. 

Persia 
"On occasion of the forthcoming 

centenary of the Holy Year Nine, 
with hearts overflowing with love 
and joy, we extend our warmest 
Saha·j greetings and best wishes to 
you and to the members of the 
Baha'i community in your land. 

"Standing on the threshold of this 
blessed Year we ardently hope that 
under the loving guidance of our be
loved Guardian, the organized in
stitutions of our Faith, both local 
and national, and the members of all 
Baha'i communities throughout the 
world, may be able to fulfill their 
respective pioneering pledges ac
cording to plan and to evince the 
sublime spirit, called for by the be
loved Guardian, of solidarity and fel
lowship, unprecedented in the annals 
of the Faith. 

"We also offer fervent prayers 
that in order to solemnise the com
memoration of this Holy Year and 
to demonstrate to the outside world 
the sublime character of the divine 
teachings, the mighty Spirit of 
Baba'u'llah may enable the friends 
to hold befitting celebrations and 
public meetings in their respective 
countries and to participate in the 
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HOLY YEAR GREETINGS 

four inter-continental conferences 
which constitute the noblest embod
iment of the spirit of Baha'i fellow
ship and cooperation on a world 
scale, 

"May we earnestly beg you to 
pray for us as well as for all the 
Persian friends so that the Almighty 
may guide our steps and grant us 
the privilege of rendering a humble 
service to His Cause and thus secure 
the satisfaction of our beloved 
Guardian,'~ 

Australia and New Zealand 
"The Baha'i World stands at the 

threshold of the Centenary of that 
wondrous year-The Mystic and 
Holy Year Nine. 

'In the year nine, ye shall attain 
un to all good.' 

'In the year nine, ye shall attain 
W1to the presence of God.' 

'Wait thou, until nine will have 
elapsed from the time of the Bayan. 
T'nen exclaim; 'Blessed, therefore, 
be God, the most excellent of 
Makers!" God Passes By, p. 29 

j'In the year nine, the summit of 
existence was attained, To us, the 
followers of Baha'u'llah, is given the 
supreme privilege of celebrating the 
one hundredth anniversary of, 'A 
Revelation, hailed as the promise 
and crowning glory of past ages and 
centuries, as the consummation of 
all the Dispensations within the 
Adamic Cyc~e, inaugurating an era 
of at least a thousand years' dura
tion, and a cycle destined to last no 
less than five thousand centuries, . .' 

God Passes By, p. 100 
"We ardently desire to convey to 

our fellow Baha'is on the National 

Spiritual Assemblies throughout the 
globe, our radiant and loving Jubilee 
Year Greetings, and, through you~ 
Jubilee Greetings from Ute Austral
asian and New Zealand Friends to 
their brother and sister Saha'is in 
the area under your jurisdiction. 

"With you and with them we ex
claim: 

'Blessed, therefore, be God, the 
most excel1ent of Makers.' .. 

Egypt and Sudan 
"As we stand at the threshold of 

the fast approaching Year Nine we 
seem to be urged with all the force 
that one can perceptibly bear lead
ing us on to a world the like of 
which no mortal man can ever per
ceive, It is a great privilege to see 
actually the dynamic power of the 
Cause and how it has been model
ling the world on the pattern as laid 
by Baha'u'llah in the Baha'j Admin
istrative Order. 

"We humbly and sincerely request 
you to pray for us that we may all 
be given the capacity to attune our 
souls and hearts to the great on
rushing dynamic energies which 
were released at the dark dungeon 
of Siyiih·CbOl in Tihd.n and have 
been gaining momentum for the past 
hundred years and have given rise 
to the many extant Baha'i Institu
tions in this day, 

"May we all be confirmed and 
strengthened by the invisible Con~ 
course of the Abha Kingdom to arise 
whole-heartedly and loyally serve 
the Cause of Baha'u'llah under the 
leadership of our beloved Guardian 
during the approaching ten years 
which will culmina te in the historic 
Holy Year in 1963." 

• 



n 

AFRICA 

Great Teaching Strides in Uganda 

The history of the Faith in Uganda 
is continuing its exciting course. Less 
than fifteen months ago the first five 
pioneers arrived there (August 2nd 
1951). By Rio;lvim 1952 there was a 
Local Assembly ready to form in 
Kampala; by the end of May there 
were twelve believers there. Now in 
October in the whole of Uganda there 
are 100 believers. Kampala itself has 
24 members, besides four released 
to form a new group in Jinja. fifty 
miles away, but the majn develop
ment is taking place in the Teso and 
Mbale districts in the east of Ugan
da. This is the home COWl try of one 
of the African believers in Kam
pala, Enoch Olinga, who went there 
for his annual vacation with his wife. 
Their teaching efforts, whilst there, 
roused such enthusiasm and met 
with such amazing results that up 
to now 72 Africans have been accept
ed in that area, and included among 
them are Enoch Olinga's father, his 
cousin, now a powerful and compe
tent teacher of the Faith, and his 
brother's wife, the first Teso woman 
to accept. 

If Enoch Olinga lit the fire. Ali 
Nakhjavani, one of the original five 
pioneers. has fanned it into bright 
flames during a stay of several 
weeks, during which he taught, held 
deepening classes and evaluated the 
declarations which had poured in al
ready. These declarations have been 
made both in English and in African 
languages (mostly Luganda and Te
so), and some of the new believers. 
being unable to write. have had their 
declarations written for them and 
have confirmed their acceptance 
with their thumbprint. 'They have 
come from Roman Catholic, Protes
tant and pagan backgrounds. and at 
least nine tribes are represented 
among them. Their love and enthusi· 
asm for the Faith is tremendous and 
some of them are already showing 
a remarkably deep understanding. 

One thing which has greatly im· 
pressed them all has been the prac-

tical demonstration of the Baha'i 
lack of race prejudice. Ali Nakh
javani during his stay in this area 
has been living with the Africans and 
sleeping in their houses; this, they 
claim, has not been done before, by 
non-Africans. even by missionaries. 
and the Africans have been surprised 
and delighted. 

The new situation has called for a 
new attitude and new machinery to 
deal with it, and the British Africa 
Committee has appointed a Uganda 
Teaching Committee, consisting of 
four pioneers and two Africans, to 
handle all teaching in Uganda out
side Kampala. including the accept
ance of declarations, and has ap
proved their appointing district 
teaching committees to handle local 
matters. Two of these district COIn

mittees have been appointed, con
sisting entirely of newly declared 
African belivers. The constitution of 
proper groups will have to wait a 
while. since there are few villages 
01' concentrations of population, ex
cept the village of Kobwin and the 
town of Mbale; people live scattered 
over the countryside and are liable 
to move suddenly. so that convenient 
focal points are not yet clear. 

The total figures at the moment 
are: Kampala, 24 members, Jinja 
4, Mbale 8, Teso 67. 

(For more news on teaching in 
Uganda see National Assembly sec
tion) 

Pioneering in Afric.an Outposts 

The work in Nairobi has been re
inforced by the arrival of Aziz Yaz
di, who hopes to be allowed to set 
up a business there. Another Per
sian, Mr. M. Afsharian also has a 
visitor's vis a and is on his way there 
to try to settle. Claire Gung hopes 
to move there from her lonely job in 
Lushoto, Tanganyika. in December. 

In Livingstone, N, Rhodesia, Eric 
Manton finds his first need is to 
master the language so that he can 
speak to and understand the Afri
cans, so he is having seven lessons 
a week in Chinyanza. 

Benghazi, Libya, reports now a 
community of seven, made up of six 
pioneers and one new believer. 
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GREAT BRITAIN 

Letter from the Guardian 

The British Baha'i Community re
ceived a letter from the Guardian 
dated June 12th which should prove 
a lasting inspiration. The Guardian 
foreshadows the future tasks with 
which the Community will be hon
oured, calls upon them to meditate 
upon these and defines the detailed 
tasks of the months ahead whose 
successful achievement will open 
the way to this glorious future. 
Speaking of the coming Ten Year 
Crusade the Guardian writes: "In 
the conduct of this world-encompas
sing task, so vast in scope, so thril
ling in its possibilities. so formid
able in its potentialities, the British 
Baha'i Community will be called 
upon to playa preponderating role, 
in conjunction with the American 
Baha'i Community, acting as the 
Chief custodians of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
master Plan, and seconded by its 
sister communities in the British 
Dominions in both Hemispheres, in 
awakening the peoples, races and 
nations comprising the British Com
monwealth and Empire to the re
demptive Message of Baha'u'llah, 
and in establishing, on an unassail
able foundation. the structural basis 
of His World Order" 

Visit of Hand of Cause 

Before Summer SchOOl, the Brit
ish Baha'i communities had the 
memorable privilege of meeting Mr. 
Zikrullah Khadem, a Hand of the 
Cause sent by the Guardian to visit 
all Baha'i communities in Europe. 
During a three weeks tour he spoke 
to a different community each day. 
as well as consulting with the Na
tional Assembly and the Africa Com
mittee. He told us of Haifa and the 
Guardian, bringing both closer to us, 
and strengthening the whole British 
Baha'i Community in the Covenant. 
His tour was in itself a sign of the 
confirmations of Baha'u'lhih, for it 
required travelling to address a 
fresh community each day; was pre
ceded by a similar tour in Europe, 
and was to be followed by a tour in 
Scandinavia and the Netherlands 
prior to attending the European 
Teaching Conference in Luxem
bourg. 



IAHA'I NEWS 

Briti,h Summer School 

The British Baha '£ Summer School 
was held this year at one of the 
hostels of the University of Wales at 
Bangor, an old town in beautiful 
countryside amongst the Welsh hills. 
The theme was "The Master Figure 
of Human History.it Various speak
ers gave talks in the mornings. The 
afternoons were free except for 
study courses lasting one hour. and 
in the evenings there were programs 
of varying type, including two ar
ranged by the National Assembly, 
two by the Africa Committee and 
two by the National Youth Commit
tee. At one of the National Assembly 
evenings, a part of the Guardian's 
letter of June 30th to the Americ an 
National Assembly, which seemed 
to be addressed to the whole Bah .. 'i 
World, was heard for the first time. 
The highlight of the program for 
many was a study course conducted 
by George Townshend, the British 
Hand of the Cause whose books are 
so well known. This was the first 
Baha'i Summer School to be held in 
Wales, and Bangor is in the part 
where Welsh is the vernacular lan
guage, so that copies of the pam
phlet in Welsh printed two or three 
years ago could be used, The many 
children at the Summer School were 
pleased by the proximity of sandy 
seaside resorts of which several 
were only a short bus-ride away, 
and adults found the many old cas
tles and houses of the neighborhood 
of great interest. Indeed, the whole 
area which centers round Snowdon, 
the highest of the Welsh mountains, 
is reckoned one of the most beauti
ful in the British Isles. 

JAPAN 

Assemblies Expected 
in Kofu and Yokohama 

Shozo Kadota, Japanese Baha'i 
who visited the United States this 
last summer, is noW back in Japan. 
He writes that he is busy again in 
Baha'i activities. He reports that it 
looks as though there will be a Local 
Spiritual Assembly in Kofu by next 
spring, and that they also have good 
propects at Yokohama for an As· 
sembly. 

First Bah6', Wedding in Jap.n 

The first Baha'i marriage of Japan 
occurred recently, when Robert Ima. 
gire, American·Japanese Baha'i who 
has been pioneering in Japan for 
several years, was married to Miss 
Ichige. a member of the Tokyo As· 
sembly on November 9th. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

New Believers 

Since the Buenos Aires Convention 
we have received news of 33 new be
lievers in South America. Distances 
are great and mail service slow, so 
we feel sure there are other reports 
on their way to show the progress 
being made to fulfill our goal of 
"Each One Win One" this year. 

Study and T &aching 

The National Teaching Committee 
of South America prepared special 
material for use on the Centenary 
of the Martyrdom of Tahirih, spirit
ual preparation for the beginning of 
the Jubilee Year, the Birth of the 
Bab, the Day of the Covenant, the 
Ascension of 'Abdu'\·Baha, and the 
Birth of Bahi!'u'llith. All of the Com
munities are planning special pro
grams for the latter occasion as it 
is the first great public celebration 
during Jubilee Year. 

Special institutes are being held 
all over the continent this month to 
study "Drama of Salvation," con
densed for us by Dorothy Baker, and 
we are confident that this will deep
en the devotion of the believers and 
give a new surge to the teaching 
work. 

New T ranslaticns 

Foundations of World Unity has 
just come off the press in a good 
Spanish translation and orders are 
beginning to come in for this invalu
able collection of 'Abdu'l-Baha':o:> 
talks. Senor Salvador Tormo is 
translating the iqan and everyone is 
anxiously awaiting the publication 
which we hope will be finished dur
ing this Baha'i year. 

Consciousness of the larger 
B.h6'f Family 

1] 

The distance in South America is 
so vast; and for that reason it is 
not easy for Baha'is to visit one an
other, but the National Spiritual As
sembly of South America has de
vised a plan whereby delegates pass
ing to and from a convention, and 
National Spiritual Assembly mem
bers enroute to their meetings, are 
urged to stop over and visit Baha'i 
communities along the way, to share 
Baha'i experiences with them. Each 
visit helps us to establish that feel· 
ing of the larger Baha'i family. 

Latin American Bdha'j 
to Teach in Italy 

Miss Mary Binda of Chile, who 
was the secretary of the Inter-Amer
ica Committee in Wilmette in 1950, 
visited with Baha'i friends in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, Montevideo, Uru
guay, Santos and Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
enroute to Rome, Italy. There she 
expects to find secretarial work, as 
well as offer her services in the 
Baha'i activities in Italy. 

History of the Faith in South America 

The National Committee of the 
Baha'i history of South America is 
untiring in its efforts to complete 
the history of the beginnings of the 
Baha'i Faith in each of the 10 coun
tries of South America. They are 
preparing a file of historic material 
for an exhibit at the Jubilee cele
bration and the 1953 convention in 
Lima, Peru. 

Child Education Activity 

The National Committee of Child 
Education in South America is pay
ing for a page to be included in 
each issue of the Baha'i News Bul
~etin of South America. The material 
emphasizes the need of parent and 
child education in the homes, based 
upon the psychology fotmd in the 
Baha'i writings, as well as other 
sources. In commemoration of the 
Jubilee Year there will be a con
tinued story about the Life of 
Baha'u'llah. This is an historical nar
rative as told by the daughter of 
Bahil'u'llah, Bahiyyih Khimum. Pho· 
tographs of Baha'i families will lend 
a realistic touch of our family life 
in South America. 
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PEORIA OPENS HAZIRATU'L-QUDS 

The Baha'i Community of Peoria, 
Ill., together with the Baha'i group 
of Limestone township and a num
ber of isolated Baha'is in suburban 
areas, have been enjoying the facili
ties of a newly opened Baha'i Cen
ter. 

It is conveniently located in a cen
tral area and was converted from 
an attractive home into a community 
headquarters_ It has been leased by 
the Spiritual Assembly of Peoria and 
furnished for classes, lectures, 
prayer and worship, social activities, 
a children's school, and a library. 

The opening was celebrated with 
an open house which was attended 
by over 100 non-Baha'is. The univer
sality of the Faith was well demon
strated by the varied group which 
inc1uded, among others: three stu
dents from wesfern Africa, a Chi
nese student, a young Persian from 
Tihran as well as a few civic and 
religious leaders. A local green
house sent flowers, and a Rabbi his 
best wishes. 

The first fruits of the new center 
have been increased attendance at 
Feasts, added unity among the be
lievers, greatly increased contribu
tions to the local fund, and a new 
medium for teaching the Faith_ 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 

One of the believers has kindly 
sent in a typed copy of a passage 
about the Faith included in a book 
entitled The Wonder Boole of History, 
Science, Nature 1 Literature, Art, Re
ligion and Philosophy by Henry 
Thomas, published at New York, 
1937. Though the author stated that 
'Abdu'l-Baha was the Founder, and 
failed to grasp the nature of a new 
world Faith, nevertheless he wrote in 
a good spirit and his words would 
leave a favorable impression of the 
Faith in the reader's mind. 

Two current publications mention
ing the Cause have appeared in Chi
cago. One See Chicago is a guide 
published by CTA Charter Service_ 
Its list of "Buildings, Public and Pri
vate" recommended to the tourist 

includes the Baha'i Temple: HOne of 
the finest architectural achieve
ments in the world." 

The other publication is a weekly 
guide entitled Where (when, where, 
what in Chicago) a well printed il
lustrated magazine of 20 pages which 
provides a theatre, shopping and din
ing out guide to Chicago visitors. 
Its issue of October 25 devotes a 
full page article to "Centennial of a 
Faith" which contains a very com
plete description of the Temple and 
the story of its cons truction, with a 
photograph. "Dedication of the tem
ple next May will highlight the 
Baha'is' year of celebration of the 
Centennial of their faith." 

Pathfinder, one of the country's 
most respected periodicals, with a 
circulation of 1,200,000, has carried 
a story of the Bah,,'i Faith and its 
Centenary observance, in a repre
sentative article titled "Baha'i, 100 
Years of a One-World Religion," is
sue of November 19. Two pictures 
of the Baha'i Temple are included. 

Pathfinder circulates chi e fly 
among smaller communities of the 
country, and is primarily a subscrip
tion magazine, although it is sold on 
news stands in some localities. Its 
aim is an impartial recording of 
what is going on in our government, 
and in the world, and its appeal is 
largely to people who lead whole
some family lives, and who in many 
cases live in smaH town and rural 
communities. 

BAHA'I HOLY DAYS RECOGNIZED 

Washington, D.C. has acted on the 
Guardian's wish that Baha'i chil
dren be permitted leave of absence 
from school on our Holy Days. 

The Superintendent of Schools 
acknowledged the Assembly's letter 
and wrote: j'lf the parents of these 
children submit requests in writing 
asking that their children be excused 
for religious purposes on the school 
days given in your letter their re
quests will be granted." 

Another report from local Assem
bliE;'s which have applied for recogni
tion of the Holy Days by the public 
schools has come from the Seattle 
Assembly_ 

On September 16, 1952, the Super
intendent of Schools wrote the As
sembly a letter containing the fol
lowing: "My suggestion is that you 
notify the parents of children that 
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they may be excus ed on request of 
the parents who should specifically 
state that the reason is that the par
ticular day is a Holy Day of their 
faith." 

BAHA'I BRIEFS 

From Chic: ago, Illinois comes the 
news that The Maroon~ student 
newspaper of the University of Chi
cago referred to the Baha'i Fellow
ship there as the "most active re
ligious group on the campus. H 

The RTC of Mi.bigan reports the 
placing of copies of Bahri!u'lZtih and 
the New Era in 6 libraries of 14-
in the state in cities where the popu
lation is 10,000 or more that had 
no Baha'i literature. They hope to 
furnish the other 8 in the near future. 

Pennsylvania reports 7 Firesides 
arranged in isolated sections of the" 
region. Also, Philadelphia has had 
several calls from people who read 
the recent article in Ebony Maga
zine. 

Eliot, Maine has held 2. series of 
public meetings on SWlday after
noons at Fellowship House. 

We have word of a very heartening 
"All-Out All-Area Rally" held at Le
moyne College in Memphis, Ten
nessee by the ATC, SS (Western Di
vision). Under the banner of "Opera
tion Enthusiasm" the meeting was 
planned to reach as many as pos
sible of the believers in the south
western area to inspire, stimulate 
and prepare them for an intensive 
teaching campaign towards the goal 
of "Each One. Win One." 

The RTC of Illinois points up the 
tremendous task on the home front 
with this terse announcement in its 
Bulletin: HWanted! Before the next 
issue of the Bulletin, 10, preferably 
more, names of new believers in 
our region." 

Cleveland, Ohio mailed out four 
hundred invitations to contacts and 
friends for a public meeting. Over 
200 people responded by attending 
the meeting. Two local radio 
stations, WDOK and WSRS, also 
broadcast fifteen minute interviews 
with Mrs_ Mildred Mottahedeh, the 
speaker. 

In connection with the Centenary 
Milwaukee, Wis. and the surround
ing communities have instituted an 
intensive campaign of newspaper ad-
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BaM'is attendinC' the Area BaUy called by the Area. TeaclUDg' Committee for the Southem States, Western Division. fa 
Memphis, Tennessee, at Lemoyne Co1lege, August 30-31. 1952.. 

vertising to attract new seekers. Al
so, Mrs. Florence Fat'he-Aazam 
(formerly Florence Piepenburg of 
Milwaukee and Los Angeles) was 
the reason for further publicity for 
the Faith as she received write-ups 
in both Milwaukee newspapers con
cerning her departure for Africa to 
pioneer with her husband. The ar
ticles stressed the fact that Baha'is 
first serve the people whom they go 
to live among and then live the life 
that will inspire them to ask for 
guidance. 

Everything we do can be used to 
promote the Baha'i World Faith. 
This was again demonstrated when 
the Michigan City Post-Dispatch re
ported the marriage of a former 
resident under the headline, "Miss 
Arnold Choses Baha'i World Faith 
Wedding Ceremony." 

A Providence, R. I. believer was 
able to have the Faith mentioned 
over radio station WHIN by pre
paring a script on the topic, jlCuri
ous and Interesting Gardens of the 
World" in which the Garden of Ric).
vim in Baglldad and the Shrine Gar
dens on Mt. Carmel were described, 
and submitting it to the conductor 

of a women's program, who read 
the whole article on the air. 

It is interesting to note that more 
and more young people are being 
attracted to the Faith. Recently 
youth have been enrolled in Boston, 
Hinsdale, N. H., and Chicago. Santa 
Barb ara, Californill is looking for 
young couples or individuals to settle 
there to attract some of the many 
yOtu1g people in that area. 

4---------------~ 

Unity of Purpose 

Let us always remember the at
tracting power of love and unity 
among the Baha'is. May each of us 
resolve to promote unity with every 
thought, word and action. In the 
words of the Guardian, "Let us, with 
a pure heart, with humility and ear
nestness, turn afresh to His COWl

sels and exhortations, and seek from 
that Source of Celestial Potency all 
the guidance, the spirit. the power 
which we shall need for the fulfill
ment of our mission in this life. 

"Behold, the station to which 
'Abdu'l-Baha is noW calling His loved 

ones from the Realm of Glory: 
'It behooveth the loved ones of 
God to be enamored of one an
other and to sacrifice themselves 
for their fellow-workers in the 
Cause. They should yearn towards 
one another even as the sore 
a thirst yearneth for the Water of 
Life, and the lover burneth to meet 
his heart's desire.' 
"Such is the sublime~ the glorious 

position He wishes us, and all the 
peoples and kindreds on earth, to 
attain in this wOrld; how much more 
to achieve unity and common un
derstanding among ourselves, and 
then to arise to herald with one voice 
the coming of the Kingdom and the 
salvation of mankind. 

"With unity of purpose firmly es
tablished in our minds, with every 
trace of personal animosity banish
ed from our hearts, and with the 
spirit of whole-hearted and sustain
ed fellowship kindled in our souls, 
can we hope to deliver effectively 
the Message of Baha'u'llah, and exe
cute faithfully the various provisions 
of our Beloved's Will and Testa
ment." 

(Baha'i Administration, pp. 35-'16) 

, . 
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EACH ONE WIN ONE 
WHERE WE STAND 

It is time to take inventory for the concluding months of the Second 
Seven Year Plan: Time to plan wisely the use of every ounce of energy, 
of every minute of time in order to win complete victory. 

Let us consider again the national goals for consolidation of the 
home front, an essential base for the coming Ten Year Crusade. The 
Guardian calls on us to "assiduously execute" this plan and uunder 
no circumstances" to allow it "to deteriorate or fall into abeyance." 
THE NATIONAL GOALS 

I. Complete rededication to America's Spiritual Mission. 
2. Our theme and individual goal BEach One Win One." 
3. Extension of the Faith beyond Fairbanks, Alaska and nearer to 

the Arctic Circle. 
4. Consolidation and extension of teaching activities among the 

American indians. 
5. Widening the representative nature of the American Baha'i Com

munity. 
Victory depends on each of us. Do you have all of the suggestions 

and material published this year to help win the specific goals in your 
region and are a ? 
PUBLISHED AIDS AND SUGGESTIONS 

America's God-Given Mission 
See publishing announcement, Baha'i News, May 1952, p. 14 and 
"'Tips for Teaching" on page 10 of the July issue. 

Teaching Problems, by Rul)iyyih Khilnum. 
See publishing announcement, Baha'i News, July 1952, p, 12 and 
"Tips for Teaching" on p. 14 of the August issue. 

To Teach the Cause of God-What I Can Do As An Individual Be
liever. Special insert, Baha'i News, August 1952. 

Building the Baha'i Community 
Special insert, Baha'i News, September, 1952. 

Opening a New City to the Baha'i Faith. 
See "Tips tor Teaching," Baha'i News, November, 1952. 

Teaching the American Indians 
Available from American National Teaching Committee. See an
nouncement elsewhere in issue. 

Handbook of the Two Year PTogram of Preparation 
Available from the Publishing Committee. 

A Pilgrim's Notes on Teaching and Administration 
Baha'i News, December. 1952, pp. 5-7. 

"Tips for Teaching," published each month in Baha'i News, 
-AMERICAN NATIONAJ~ TEACHING COMMI'ITE:E. 

Greateit of Divine Bestowals Word. of H 81 en Keller 

"Today the greatest of all divine 
bestowals is teaching the Cause of 
God for it is fraught with confirma
tions. Every teacher is confirmed and 
is favored at the Divine Thresh
old. In the estimation of the Ideal 
King, the army which is in front 
of the battlefield is encircled with 
the glances of His mercifulness, and 
in the sight of the Divine Farmer, 
the sower of the seed is accepted 
and favored. 1t 

"The philosophy of Bahit'u'llah de
serves the best thought we can give 
it .... What nobler theme than the 
'good of the world and the happiness 
of the nations' can occupy our lives? 
The message of universal peace will 
surely prevail. It is useless to com
bine or conspire against an idea 
which has in it potency to create a 
new earth and a new heaven and to 
quicken human beings with a holy 
passion of service." (From Tablet to 

Agnes B. Alexander, 1941) (Appreciations of BaM'i Faith) 
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BAHA'I CENTENARY NEWS 

Splendid cooperation and gratify
ing results from the Baha'i press 
representatives in the various as
semblies and groups, as well as from 
isolated believers, is reported by the 
Baha'i Centenary News Service, 
which announces that news of the 
Holy Yea r is gaining momentum 
throughout the country. 

Reports and clippings, many of 
them carrying generous headlines, 
indicated a new attitude on the part 
of the press, and a new interest in 
Baha'is and their activities. 

Believers are asked to send one 
copy of each item published-news. 
pictures or features-as well as a 
list of all radio and TV broadcasts 
produced, to the Baha'i Centenary 
News Service. This is the committee 
responsible for press and radio news 
of the Centenary year events. 

Two magazines of national circu~ 
latian are preparing articles about 
the Baha'i Centenary, and others are 
anticipated. All Baha'is who would 
like to write an article relating to 
the Faith and the events of the Cen
tenary Year, or a bout personalities 
connected with the Faith and the ac
tivities of the Holy Year, are en
couraged to do so. They will be re
sponsible for placing their own ar
ticles. Please send manuscripts to 
the Baha'i Centenary News Service 
for clearance as to latest facts and 
information. Manuscripts will be re
turned promptly. This committee has 
available for free lance writers a se
lected list of 129 magazines which 
accept articles from outside sources. 
This list will be sent to those writers 
who submit manuscripts for cle~r
ance. 

Baha'i Centenary news releases 
are being sent not only to the Baha'i 
press representatives for their re
distribution, but also to the wire 
services, feature syndicates, colum. 
nish, foreign correspondents and 
leading periodicals of the country. 
Believers are asked to be on the 
alert for these articles, and to send 
copies of all references to the Faith 
to the Baha'i Centenary News Serv
ice, Mrs. Nina Matthisen, Secretary, 
77 E. Cedar St., Chicago, 11, Illinois. 
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WORLD RELIGION DAY 

Fourth annual World Religion Day 
will be observed Sunday, January 18, 
as one of the three major local cele· 
brations of the Baha'i Centenary 
year. 

World Religion Day was originated 
and introduced by the Baha'is of 
the United States, and is for the 
purpose of acquainting the public 
with the principle of religious unity. 

Baha'i communities are urged to 
use their ingenuity to provide wide 
publicity for this event. News re
leases will be supplied by the Baha', 

. Centenary News Service. Radio 
scripts on "Centenary of Universal 
Religion" and "Birth of World Re

. ligion," both sui table for World Re
ligion Day, are available for 25 cents 
each. An advertising mat suitable 
and reusable for all local meetings 
is available at 30 cents each. Local 
copy may be added. 

Order radio scripts and mats from 
Bahati Centenary News Service. 

The new Jubilee booklet "The Mis
sion of Baha 'u'llah," is suggested for 
use in connection with World Reli· 
ginn Day meetings. Cost: 5 for $1.00. 

Other suitable pamphlets include 
"The Faith of Baha'u'llah, A World 
Religion" by Shoghi Effendi, 10 cents 
each. and "Christians, Jews and 
Muhammadans," 2 cents each. All 
pa~phlets available from Baha'i 
Publishing Committee. 

AUDIO-VISUAL COMMITTEE 

New Teaching Materi.ls 

35 mm, Color Slides: 
43 Haifa slides from Weedin views t 

$10.75 including postage 
105 Haifa slides from Weedin and 

Hautz views, 
$26.65 including postage 

(The above slides are mounted in 
usual cardboard mounts.) 
75 Loubelen color slides with tha 

Louhelen story. Script accompany
ing slides-cardboard mounted, 

$25.00 
There will be additional announce· 

ments regarding other materials for 
tea ching later. 

Address all communications to 
the secretary: 

Mr. Archie G. Tichenor 
Audio-Visual Committee 
72 Delaware Avenue 
Dumont, New Jersey 
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Bah8.'i display in .a store wiDdo" in Providence. Rhode IslaDd. This display was 
exhibited lor two weeks in March. 1952. 

Exhibit at the Western Idaho state Fair in August, 1952, prepared by BahA'is 01 
Boise, Idaho and Ada County, Idaho. Free literature was distributed and many 

contacts made. This was the first Sta.te Fair Bab6.'i exhibit. 

UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE 

United Nations Kit 

The United Nations Committee 
wishes to correct an error in the 
cost of the kit which ha s been an
nounced as $4.00. 

The cost of the United Nations Kit 
is $6.00 and the Kit is offered the 
friends at this cost price. 

The material is extremely helpful 
for meetings and contacts related to 
United Nations and international 
subjects. 
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EUROPEAN TEACHING COMMITTEE 
The Passing of a Pioneer 

On November 12, while the Baha'i 
world was celebrating the anniver
sary of the birth of Bahit'u'llith, Dag
mar Dole passed to the Abha King
dom. 

For some months Dagmar had 
been in ill health. She arrived for 
the Luxem bourg Conference but be
came too ill to participate. She was 
immediately sent to the Val mont 
Clinic, situated in one of the loveliest 
spots of Switzerland. above Mon
treux. Here, for two months, Dag
mar rested and received treatment. 
On the 8th of November she became 
very ill, passed into a state of un
consciousness and five days later 
slipped through the "Open Door" to 
pioneer in the worlds of God. 

In California, through her friend 
Marion Holley-Hofman, Dagmar first 
heard of the BaM'i Faith and im
mediately accepted it. Hers was an 
active Baha'i life. Soon after becom
ing a declared believer she went to 
Glendale, California, to help main
tain Assembly status, under the first 
Seven Year Plan. She then became 
active in the Baha'i work in Central 
and South America and served as 
Chairman of the Inter-America 
Committee. 

Later she journeyed to Alaska, and 
did valuable work in consolidating 
the Baha'i community on that fron
tier. From Anchorage she went to 
the Bristol Bay area in the Bering 
Sea, and worked among the Eskimos 
and Alaskan Indians working in the 
fishing industry. Her service to these 
minority people cannot be measured. 
She won their friendship because she 
gave them her love and compassion. 
She served them both rna terially and 
spiritually. She was their friend. 

Then came the Second Seven Year 
Plan and the call for Pioneers in the 
European Field, and Dagmar re
sponded. She was a ssigned to Copen
hagen, Denmark. Here again, she 
served the Faith she loved so well 
with steadfastness and courage. Her 
record in Denmark is rich: She, 
along with other pioneers and Jo
hanne Hoegge was instrumental in 
bringing forty-seven believers into 
the Faith in Denmark. Her last pion
eering assignment was to Italy, 
where she served both in Naples 
and in Milan. 

In the village of Glion, high on the 
slopes of the Swiss Alps, lies Dag-

mar-where in the springtime the 
white narcissus pour out their frag
rance and the snow-capped moun
tains eternally stand sentinel. 

Snow was soitly falling, covering 
everything in a mantle of white, as 
members of Dagmar's family, and 
her Baha'i friends from all over 
Switzerland gathered for the funeral 
service. During her short stay in Val
mont. Dagmar had won the hearts 
of the entire staff. The doctors, 
nurses, the maids. all came to pay 
their last tribute because they too 
loved her. 

At the opening words of the fu
neral service-"From the sweet 
scented streams of Thine Eternity 
give me to drink 0 my God . . . 
Within the garden of Thine immor
tali ty, before Thy caun tenance, let 
me abide for ever . . .", a shaft of 
light pierced the snow-clouds and 
shone upon that open grave. How 
could one be sad? How could one 
be sad at the passing of one who had 
been obedient to the command of her 
Lord-"Teach ye the Cause of God" 
-says Bahlt'u'lllth. From the mo
ment of her recognition of the Cause 
of God, Dagmar rose up and carried 
the Banner of Baha'u'llfth to far off 
Alaska, back across the American 
continent, over the Atlantic to the 
shores of Europe, where she fell in 
action. 

uShe died in 'Battle Dress', said 
the Guardian. "It is wonderful to 
die in active service." 

Looking up at those majestic 
mountains one was reminded of the 
qualities of Dagmar-Nobility and 
Strength. Thinking of the starry 
white na rcissus that will blossom 
over those mountain slopes, one saw 
her innate purity; that delicate shy
ness and awareness that were hers. 

"Her spiritual station is very 
high." These words of the Guar
dian gave us a sense of pure joy. 

"Her grave will be a great bless
ing to Switzerland-to all Europe. 
She is the first to give her life for the 
Cause in the European project. Her 
resting place is important." Already 
evidence of these words of the Guard
ian has been manifested. One can
not express in words the sense of 
feeling. One knew the leaven of the 
Faith was working, cementing those 
souls standing at that open grave 
into one unit---€ach pledging renewed 
effort in carrying forward the Ban
ner that Dagmar laid into our hands. 
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Mrs. Anna. Kunz of Urbana, minois, 
sailed October 3rd for Europe to pioaeer 
in Zurich, Switzerland. Mrs. KIIDS 
pioneered in Bern. Switzerlaud for two 
years, earUer in the Seven Year Plau_ 

"Death proffereth unto every 
confident believer the cup that is 
life indeed. It bestoweth joy, and js 
the bearer of gladness. It conferreth 
the gift of everlasting life." Dagmar 
is that confident believer to whom 
Baha'u'llah gave this glorious prom-
ise. 

-HoNOR KEMProN 

Activities in Europa 

At the time that these notes are 
being written, the Chairman of the 
European Teaching Committee is in 
Haifa. She hopes to confer with the 
Guardian regarding the program 
and general plans for the third great 
Teaching Conference of the Jubilee 
Year to be held in Stockholm Swe
den, July, 1953. 

Several regional Teaching Confer
ences are being held in goal coun
tries of Europe following the Luxem
bourg Conference and Summer 
School reported in last month's 
Baha'i News. Where possible, these 
conferences have been placed in cit
ies where intensive teaching work is 
being started by Regional Commit
tees. On Sept. 12-14 the Iberian Con
ference was held in Lisbon Portugal; 
on Nov. 1 and 2, the Benelux Con
ference in Antwerp, Holland; on Oct. 
30 and 31 and Nov. 1 and 2, the 
Scandinavian Conference in Oslo, 
Norway; on Nov. 4 and 5, the All-



BAHA" NEWS 

Swiss Conference in Basel. Exten· 
sion teaching projects are actually 
under way in anum her of cities in 
each of these regions, and it is quite 
possible that by the middle of the 
coming momentous decade in Baha'i 
history two or three new National 
Spiritual Assemblies will have been 
formed in such groups of countries 
as those listed above. We shall all 
have heard ere the December News 
that the first of these to be formed 
in April. 1953. will be called the Italo
Swiss National Spiritual Assembly. 

To facilitate teaching work, the 10-
cation of several of the European 
pioneers has been changed recently: 
Amelia Bowman is now in Bergen, 
Norway; Mildred Clark has moved 
from Luxembourg to Oslo, Norway; 
Don and Doris Corbin from Stock
holm to Gothenburg, Sweden; Doris 
Lohse from Zurich, Switzerland to 
Luxembourg; Rita Van Zombeek 
from Amsterdam. Holland to Milan. 
lfaly; and Elsa Steinmetz is moving 
to Basel, Switzerland. Returning pio
neers! Etty Graeffe and Anna Kunz, 
have reached their new posts in 
Stockholm, Sweden and Zurich, 
Switzerland resp€Ctively. 

Ned Blackmer. after years of 
service in Brussels, Belgium has re
turned home. 

AMERICAN NATIONAL TEACHING 
COMMITTEE 

"Teaching American Indiansn Bulletin 

The bulletin on "Teaching Ameri
can Indians" issued by the Ameri
can National Teaching Committee 
referred to by the National As
sembly may be obtained by writing: 
American National Teaching Com
mittee. Miss Charlotte Linfoot. Sec
retary, 156 Nova Drive, Piedmont 
10, California. 

Tips lor Teaching 

From bulletins and reports of Re
gional Teaching Committees come 
the following examples of ways to 
make contacts. 

The Regional Teaching Committee 
for Arizona contacted newspaper 
editors in that region by sending 
excerpts from the Writings with an 
explanatory letter. The letter pro
vided an opportunity to acquaint the 
editor with salient facts about the 
Faith; when and where it was found-

, 
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Baba. 'i Exhibi1; a1; Cbesbire Fair in Keene, New Hampshire, August n to U, preparec1 
by Retional TeachiD« CommIttee of Maine, New Hampsbire and VermoDl. The 
Massachusetts Regional Teachill« Committee used this exhibit lor the Topsfield Fair 
in Septe-mber, A public meeting was Ite]d at Keene Teachers Co1lege on August 2'7 

as a follow-up. 

ed. its present status and its es
sential purpose. The excerpts in
cluded various spiritual teachings for 
the individual, and selections con
cerning "Faith for All Nations." The 
committee suggested that the ex
cerpts might be used as a continued 
1eature or singly as fill-ins between 
news items. The letter stated that 
the committee planned to send re
leases about state, national or in
ternational Baha'i activity, which 
they hoped the editor would find of 
interest. Literature about the Faith 
was offered upon request. 

The Alaska RTC reported a 
method of contacting which has also 
been used in Massachusetts. This 
was a letter sent to a selected list 
of individuals in the community, call
ing their attention to a copy of 
Bahti'u111cih and the New ETa~ newly 
placed in the local library. The let
ter opened with "There's a new book 
in our local library that has some 
amazing things to say! It might of
fer you a satisfactory answer to such 
timely questions as .. ," The ques
tions included: "What specific 
hurdles must be scaled before lU1i· 
versal peace can become a reality? 
(p. 211). If a Prophet like Jesus, 
or Mul')ammad or Moses appeared 
today how would you know him 7 
(p. 10)'" Several other questions 
were listed. The address of the RTC 
was given in case the contact wished 

further information. 
The Extension Teaching Commit

tee of the Los Angeles Spiritual AfY
sembly is using the team approach 
in their goal cities. This technique 
uses to advantage the special abili
ties of the members of the teams. 
Some work as "openers:' others as 
Hdeepenerslt and "confirmers." This 
is similar to the method used within 
certain communities where some of 
the believers work principally in de
veloping contacts to the point where 
they wish to study. Others conduct 
classes to give the inquirer a weU
rounded view of the his tory, princi
pal teachings and purpose of the 
Faith. In some places still others ac
tually prepare the inquirers for en
rollment. 

Balui'i Calendar, 1953. A most at
tractive, special Jubilee Year Cal
endar has been designed for 1953. It 
features a scratch-board dra~ng of 
the Temple landscaping done by 
Carl Scheffler. It will be 8>;"- x 14". 
in four colors t red, green t black and 
white. 
Correction on Open Door .. $ .10 each 

50 for ...... 4.50 



DIRECTORY ADDITIONS AND 
CHANGES 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 
South Gate, Calif. 

Mrs. Asher Goodrick, Act. Sec'y. 
9829 Elizabeth Ave. 

Greenwich, Conn. 
Mrs. Mary F. Sw.n, Sec'y. 
635 Steamboat Rd. 

Phoenix, Ariz. 
Mrs. Ruth Humphrey, Sec'y. 
330 West Almeria 

Kansas City, Mo. 
Mrs. Olivia Kelsey, Sec·y. 
4147 Prospect Avenue 

Ridgewood, N. J. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Schmidt, Sec'y. 
80 Oak Street 

Regional Teaching Committees: 
RTC of Ohio 

Mrs. Florence Reeb, See'y_ 
2803 Sherwood Rd., Apt. A 
Columbus, 9, Ohio 

RTC of Western Mass., Conn. 
Mrs. Donald H. Cruikshank, Act. 
See'y. 
138 Main St. 
WesUield, Mass. 

RTC of New Jersey 
Mrs. William Towart. Chairman 

RTC of Eastern Mass. R.I. 
Miss Jeannette Silberman. See'y_ 
26 Bernon St. 
Providence, R. I. 

RTC of Oregon 
Mrs. Linda Choquette, Sec'y_ 
P. O. Box 792 
St. Helens, Ore. 

National Committees: 
Northeastern States 

Mrs. Eunice Shurcliff, See'y. 
22 East St. 
Ipswich, Mass. 

BAHA'I NEWS NOTICES 
Please send all notices of change 

of address, marriages, deaths, 
changes in Committee personnel, 
and all inquiries about receiving 
Baha'i News to: 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Rd. 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Boise, Idaho, Miss Olga 1. Shirley to 
Mr. Donald E. Asal (non-Baha'i) 
March 17, 1952 

Indianapolis, Indiana, Miss Marie V. 
Holly (non-Baha'i) to Mr. Albert 
E. Richardson, May 2, 1952 

Chula Vista, Calif. Miss Zelma J. 
Horne to Mr. Thomas F. Krug, 
(non-Baha'i}, Sept. 11, 1952 

Detroit, Mich. Mrs. Gertrude Camp
bell to Mr. John Ellis Winston, 
(non-Baha'i), October 4, 1952 

Inglewood, Calif., Mrs. Harriette 
Petersen to Mr. Robert P. Hubert, 
(non·Baha'i), September 14, 1951 

Greenwich. Conn. Miss Sandra Ma ry 
Swan to Grant C. Hadden, JW1e, 
1952 

SI. Paul, Minn., Mrs. Eowyn Jen· 
sen to Mr. William Cardinal. (date 
not reported) 

East Cleveland, Ohio, Miss May E. 
Lawson to Mr. Gordon J. Haskin 
October 18, 1952 

Chicago, Ill. Miss Georgine Arnold 
to Mr. Robert E. Maul, October 
26, 1952 

Spokane, Wa sh. Mrs. Pea r I Hanchett 
to Mr. Harvey A. Roberts (non
Baha'i) June 18, 1952 

Spokane, Wash. Mrs. Goldie Adler 
to Mr. Percy F. Bennett (non· 
Baha'i) August 15, 1952 

West Englewood, N.J., Miss Mary 
Louise Kelsey to Mr. Richard T. 
Suhm, October 19, 1952 

New York, N.Y., Miss Rose de I. 
Rosias (non-Baha'i) to Mr. Chico 
Santano February 16, 1952 

New York, N.Y., Miss Faridih 
Rafa'at to Mr. Reza Mobine 
October 18, 1952 

Indianapolis, Indiana, Luz Berrios 
(non-Baha'i) to Pedro A. De La 
Cruz, November 17, 1950, at Gua
yamllu, Puerto Rico 

Detroit, Mich., Mrs. Patricia Edson 
Techtor to Mr. Joseph James 
Zabelski, October 31, 1952 
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World Religion Day 
Sunday, January 18, 1953 
Feasts: 
December 12-Masa'il, Questions 
December 31-~araf, Honor 
January 19-5ultan, Sl)vereignty 
National Spiritual Assembly Meet-

ings: 
December 12, 13, and 14. 
January 9, 10, and 11. 

Mr. Harry Gale, Maywood, ill. Sep
tember 29, 1952 

Mrs. Maude B. Johnstone, Pasadena, 
Calif. September 25, 1952 

Mrs. Emily Warner, Saugatuck, 
Mich. (Several years ago) 

Mr. Don Thomas MacNally, Milwau
kee, Wise. (Several years ago) 

Mr. Harry R. Munson, Walnut Creek, 
Calif. April, 1952 

Miss Maude Mickle, Eliot, Maine, 
July 22, 1952 

Mr. Sidney Silvester, Los Angeles, 
Calif. October, 1952 

Miss Viola Wennergren, Buzzards 
Bay, Mass. October, 1952 

Mrs. Frances Guy, Agusta, Maine 
September, 1952 

Mrs. Gertrude Olmstead, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. October 22, 1952 

Dr. George M. Leaf, Los Angeles, 
Calif. October 22, 1952 

Mrs. Letitia Main, Prescott, Ariz. 
September 29, 1952 

Mr. Joseph Galvin, Ridgewood, N.J. 
October 1952 

Mrs. Georgia Carr t Chicago, Ill. 
(date not known) 

Mrs. Marguerite Forbes, Santa 
Rosa, Calif. (date not known) 

Miss Dagmar Dole, Valmont, Switz
erland, November 12, 1952. 
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members of the Faith informed of international, national and local Baha'i developments. and serve as an organ for the distribu· 
non of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International BaM'i Council, and the general announcements pre
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of othe[' lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the drst day of the 
month preceding the date ot issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'Z NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1952~1953: Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
Managing Editor; Mr. William C. Henning, Miss Farrukh loas. Miss Joan Lozier, Mr. Robert MouL 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, lllinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported dlrect1y to National Bah':!: Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois, U.S.A. 



THE GUARDIAN APPOINTS 
REPRESENTATIVES TO ATIEND THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 

(On) occasion (of) Centenary (of) 
Baha'u'Jlah's release (from) oppres
sive imprisonment (in the) Siyah
Chill, Tihrim, synchronizing (with 
the) termination (of the) epoch-mak
ing. two-month period associated 
(with the) Birth (of) His Revelation, 
unsurpassed, with (the) sole excep
tion (of the) Declaration (of) His 
mission, (by) any episode (in the) 
world's spiritual history. call upon 
Baha'i communities, East (and) 
West, (to) ponder (the) unique sig
nificance, focus attention (on) im
perative requirements (and to) re
spond worthily (to the) challenge of
fered each (of the) four fate-laden, 
fast - approaching Intercontinental 
Conferences, constituting (the) high
lights (of) recently ushered-in Holy 
Year. 

Desire (to) announce (the) ap
pointment (of the) Hands (of the) 
Cause, honored (by) direct associa
tion (with the) newly-initiated enter
prises (at the) world center (of the) 
Faith, (to) act, (in) addition (to) 
their individual participation (in the) 
deliberations (at the) forthcoming 
Conferences, (as) my special repre
sentatives, entrusted (with a) four
fold mission: (to) bear, for (the) 
edification (of the) attendants, a 
precious remembrance (of the) Co
founder (of the) Faith, deliver my 
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official message (to the) assembled LookiD&: from the roof of the octapD toward ~Akki.- twenty mUes 
believers, elucidate (the) character around the curve of the Bay of Haifa. 
(and) purposes (of the) impending 
decade-long spiritual World Crusade 
(and) rally (the) participants (to) 
energetic, sustained, enthusiastic --....... ,.....--....... .,..---... ~ ~ ....---..... ....--... ~ ......--..... "...-....... ..,,--
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prosecution (of the) colossal tasks 
ahead. 

Instructing (the) President (of the) 
International Baha'i Council, Mason 
Remey, Member at Large, Ugo 
Giachery, (and) Secretary-General, 
Leroy Ioas, (to) discharge these 
functions (in the) course (of the) 
New Delhi, Stockholm (and) Kam
pala Conferences, respectively. 

Delegating Amalu'l-Baha, accom
panied (by) Vice-President (of the) 
International Council, Amelia Col
lins, (to) fulfil three of (the) above 
mentioned functions, as well as 
carry (on) my behalf, (to) unveil 
(on the) occasion (of the) comple
tion (of the) cons truction (of the) 
Mother Temple (of the) West, (to 
the) privileged attendants (at the) 
Wilmette Conference (a) most priz
ed remembrance (of the) Author (of 
the) Faith, (which) never before left 
(the) shores (of the) Holy Land, to 
be placed beneath (the) dome (of 
the) consecrated edifice. Moreover 
assigning her (the) task (to) act (as) 
my deputy (at the) historic cere
mony marking (the) official Dedi
cation (of the) holiest Mashriqu'l
Adhkar (of the) Baha'i world reared 
(to the) everlasting glory (and) hon
or (of the) Most Great Name (in 
the) heart (of the) North American 
continent. 

Haifa, Israel 
December 15, 1952 

(signed) SHOGm 

I;OMMENTAFlY; NATIONAL SPIRITU"L ASSEI<IIBLY 

Dear Baha'; friends: 

The Guardian's message of Octo
ber 8, 1952, created for us a majestic, 
a stupendous panorama lover the 
whole range of achievements to be 
undertaken and carried to fulfilment 
by the Baha'; world community dur
ing the ten year cru<ade. No be
liever could have anticipated a pro
gram so vast. a victory so superb 
by 1963. 

Now our great and inspired Leader 
has announced hoW this crusade. at 
each of the four intercontinental con
ferences, is to receive inspiration 
and guidance from the Guardian
ship itself through those Hands of 
the Cause Ilhonored by direct as
sociation with the newly-initiated en
terprises at the world center of the 
Faith." To each conference a Hand 

of the Cause will bear a fourfold 
mission as the Guardian'S special 
representative, and to the Dedica
tion of the Temple in Wilmette, and 
to the All-America conference, Sho
ghi Effendi has announced a supreme 
blessing through the delegation of 
Amatu'l·Baha (Ruhiyyih :Kbimum) 
as his representative, accompanied 
by the Vice President of the Council, 
Mrs. Amelia E. Collins. In ad
dition to carrying our her functions 
at the All-America Intercontinental 
Conference, Amatu'l-Baha will bring! 
to unveil on the occasion of the com
pletion of the construction of the 
Temple a greatly prized remem
brance of Baha'u'lli3.h to be pre
served beneath the dome of the 
House of Worship. Furthermore she 
will act as the Guardian's deputy at 
the Dedication of the House of Wor
ship. 

Three members of the Internation
al Baha'i Council, as the Guardian's 
representatives, are entrusted with 
the following three-fold mission: to 
deliver the Guardian's official mes
sage to the believers assembled at 
each Conference; expound the char
acter and purposes of the World Cru
sade; and rouse the believers pres
ent to an energetic, enthusiastic and 
unflagging campaign toward the 
goals of the Crusade. Mr. loas, Sec
retary-General of the International 
Baha'i Council, will carry out this 
mission at the Africa Conference, 
Mr. Ugo Giachery, Member at Large, 
at Stockholm, and Mr. Charles Ma
son Rerney, President, at New Delhi. 
Their fourth service will be to pre
sent to the Conference a precious re
membrance of the Bab. 

At the All-American Conference 
the same three services will be per
formed by Amatu'l-Baha. She! how~ 
ever, will bear a spiritual gift as
sociated with Baha'u'Uah. 

Unlike all previous Plans formu
lated by the Guari:lian, the World 
Crusade will be launched at Confer
ences called by him, and through his 
representatives the Guardian will be 
present. This is something new and 
providential in Baha'i history, dis
closing the crucial and decisive na
ture of the ten-year Plan, and lifting 
us up to the level where success is 
assured. 

For all concerned with the AU
America Conference, the Jubilee 
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events and the T~m pIe Dedica tion, 
a great and wllque blessing is 
promised. May the hearts be ignited 
with holy zeal, in a conflagration 
so potent that it will consume all 
obstacles both within and without. 
America is challenged to manifest 
in deeds a gratitude commensurate 
with our realization of the privilege 
graciously vouchsafed. The hour of 
maturity for the believers draws 
nigh. 

-NATIONAL SPDUTuAL ASSEMBLY 

"AN AGE OF PIONEERING" 

Letter from the Guardian 

The following excerpt is taken 
from a letter written on behalf of 
the Guardian by his Secretary on 
August 5, 1952, to Baha'i Sunday 
School children in Washington, D. C. 

"He has a suggestion to make to 
you, that, instead of calling your
selves liThe Young American Class" 
you call yourselves the "Junior Pio
neer Class." This is a much more 
interesting name because the next 
ten years, during which you will be
come grown up men and women, is 
an age of pioneering for Baha'u'llah, 
and you can start studying and pre
paring yourselves for the thrilling 
work that lies ahead. 

UYou should get yourselves a big 
world map, and start marking on it 
all the places the Guardian is going 
to choose for Baha'i pioneers to go 
to, and, who knows, maybe some of 
you will choose a thrilling corner of 
the globe you want to be the pioneer 
in when, in a few years, you are old 
enough to have finished your studies 
and start out on a career. 

"Someone will go to Tibet, and the 
Islands of the Pacific, and many 
strange lands in Africa-why not one 
of you? If you make up your mind 
hard enough and pray enough about 
it, God may help you to be that 
someone!" 

-NATlONAL SPIRIT't.TAL AS.H:MBLY 
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These pictures of the Sbrine of the Bi.b show the completed 
octagoJl. pJ'io.r to beg1naing the constracUon of the Drum wblch 
Is iD precress DOW. Tbe scene at right sbows tbe Shrine from 

Mr. Ted Cardell, British pioneer t.o Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa, 
made the pUgrimage to Haifa some months ago. He took many 
beauW'1Il pictures 01 the SbriDe aDd. Haifa, some of which are 
pubUshed here. Others will appear in later issues. This set. of 
pictures will be available for purchase; 'the price aDd 1I01lJ'Ce 

tbe Eastern Pilgrim Hoase. at right. 

THE NATIONAL FUND 

Dearly Beloved Friends: 
As we approach the historic day 

when the divinely-inspired Ten Year 
Crusade will be launched by our be
loved Guardian, let each of us con· 
sider whether we have met the su
preme test of our Faith by fulfilling 
our accepted obligations to the Na
tional Fund, which. at this moment 
(Dec. 15, 1952) is in one of the most 
critical conditions in our history. 

During the tirst seven months of 
this Baha'i year (May 1 to Nov. 30, 
1952), our total receipts were as fol
lows: 
Contributions to the General 

Fund: ..................... $ 85,500 
Contril:iutions under the Jubi-

lee Resolve Plan (includ-
ing special earmarked con~ 
tributions): , ..... " ... ,... 92,500 

Total ........ , ... " ... $178,000 
Our total Budget require

ments for this seven month 
period were $40,000 per 
month, or ................. 280,000 

This represents a deficit of. .$102,000 
which must be made up during the 
remainder of this Baha'i year (Dec. 
1, 1952 t<> April 30, 1953). 

This means that we must receive 
contributions of at least $60,000 dur
ing each of the next five months t or 
a total of $300,000 in order to meet 
our Budget of $475,000. 

Our beloved Guardian has told us 
that: "It is the sacred obligation of 
every conscientious and faithful 
servant of Baha'u'llah who desires 
to see His Cause advance, to con
tribute freely and generously for the 
increase of the Fund." 

Thus far in this Baha'~ year our 
entire financial burden has been 
borne by a discouragingly small per
centage of the believers in our na
tional community. 

Let us strengthen the ba se of our 
Unity and Faith by a more wide
spread participation in support of our 
National Ftmd. Let no one deprive 
himself of the bounty of giving in 
unison with his fellow-Baha'is, no 
matter the smallness of the amount, 
so long as the spirit of sacrifice 
moves the heart and flows as a sea 
of strength for all of us, symbolizing 
the oneness of our endeavors, 

Let us enter our Jubilee celebra
tions with joy in our hearts and a 
song of victory on our lips. 
(~God does not ask from any soul 

except according to his ability. Wbo-

wiD be announced later. 

soever comes with one good act, God 
will give him tenfold. There is no 
doubt that the living Lord shall as
sist and confirm the generous soul, 
o ye lovers of the Beauty of the True 
One! Become ye self-sacrificing; be-. 
come ye self~sacrificing." 

-NATIONAL SPIRI'l"UAL ASSEMBLY 

Resolve payments and other con
tributions are to be made to: 

National Baha'i Fund 
112 Linden Avenue 

Wilmette, Illinois. 

The True Educator 

Man is said to be the greatest 
representative of God, and he is the 
Book of Creation because all the 
mysteries of being-s exist in him. If 
he comes under the shadow of the 
True Educator and is rightly 
trained, he becomes the essence of 
essences, the light of lights, the spir
it of spirits; he becomes the center 
of the divine appearances, the 
source of spiritual quaU ties, the ris
ing-place of heavenly lights, and the 
receptacle of divine inspirations. If 
he is deprived of this education he 
becomes the manifestation of satanic 
qualities, the sum of animal vices, 
and- the source of all dark _ condi
tions. 

Tablets of Abdu'l-Bahll 
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The Shrine of the Bib, as seen fJ'Gm Baifa. The ShrjDe stanlls mid way up tbe slope 
of Mt.. Carmel, ID the midst of tile Baha'i Gardens. 

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 
- PRELUDE TO A GLOBAL 
CRUSADE 

The four great Intercontinental 
Teaching Conferences which are to 
be held during the Baha'i Holy Year 
Nine will be among the most unique, 
historic and deeply significant of the 
Centennial events. Nothing similar 
has been attempted in the history 
of the Faith. 

These four Teaching Conferences 
will be held in four of the great con
tinents of the earth-Africa, Ameri
ca, Europe and Asia. They will util
ize for the first time the combined 
and coordinated efforts of national 
and international Baha'i Administra
tive agencies in launching the World 
Crusade of a World Faith. 

In I' Retrospect and Prospect," the 
closing chapter of God Passes By, 
the Guardian gave us our first in
timations and perspective on the 
unfinished tasks and future victories 
of the God-impelled processes of the 
Baha'i Faith; as well as a deeper 
understanding of the Divine Power 
which has brought our Faith from 
the obstacles and persecutions. of its 

infancy to this electrifying period of 
its world encircling growth. 

The objectives of the four great 
Conferences are far-reaching, but 
clear and definite, They will involve 
international operations in a ten 
year Global Crusade designed to de
velop institutions at the World Cen
ter in the Holy Land; consolidate 
home fronts of the twelve National 
Assemblies participating in the 
Plan, as well as the territories al
ready open to the Faith; and to 
open to the Faith the remaining vir
gin territories of the earth. 

As every Baha'i has a stake in 
this greatest of teaching crusades, 
every Bah .. ', should try, if possible, 
to participate in at least one of the 
Intercontinental Conferences. These 
Conferences will afford, not only a 
profound experience in the spiritual 
unity cementing Baha'is of all na
tions, races and backgrounds, but it 
will also afford inspiring consul
tation on the dedication and service 
this period demands. 

The American believers to whom 
the Divine Plan was first revealed. 
and who have been termed its chief 
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truste~s 1 should feel a sense of op
portunlty and responsibility in this 
concluding phase of the initial epoch 
of the execution of that Great Plan. 
In this unique decade of the Faith 
we, together with our fellow Bahatis 
from twelve national communities 
are called upon to initiate and carr; 
through the largest pioneering oper
ation In religious history. In ten 
years the banners of the Faith are 
to be planted in every known re
m aining area of the earth, and firm 
adherents of the Faith are to be 
raised up in every remaining ethnic 
group of human society! 

The African Intercontinental Con
ference to be held in Kampala 
Uganda, British East Africa. FeO: 
ruary 12-18, 1953, is the first of the 
series, and will initiate the Centen
nial festivities. The British National 
Spiritual Assembly will convene this 
conference which will bring together 
Hands of the Cause, National As
sembly representatives and Baha'is 
f~om the British Isles, America, Per
Sla, Egypt, and India, as well as the 
new Baha'is from territories of the 
Afri?a Continent, so recently il
lummed by the Light of the Faith. 

The American Intercontinental 
Conference, scheduled during the 
Ri~van Period, from May 3 to May 
6, 1953, the second of the series, will 
be convened by the National Spirit
ual Assembly of the United States 
in Wilmette and Chicago. This con
ference will bring together Hands 
of the Cause, National Assembly 
representatives and Bah.a'is from the 
United states, Canada, Central and 
South America. The American be
lievers, as chief trustees, the Can
adians, as allies, and the Central 
a~d South Americans, as associates 
WIll consult upon the plans and 
means for establishing the Faith in 
the remaining American territories 
and neighboring islands of the At
lantic and Pacific Oceans. 

The European Conference, third 
of the series, will be convened by 
the American European Teaching 
Committee -in Stockholm, Sweden 
during July 1953. It will bring to
gether Hands of the Cause, National 
Assembly representatives t and 
Baha'is from America, the British 
Isles, and Germany, as well as be
lievers from the ten goal areas in 
EUrope, Austria and Finland. Their 
consul ta tion and planning will be di-
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rected toward the gradual extension 
of the Faith in the remaining sov
ereign states of the European Con
tinent and its neighboring islands in 
the Mediterranean sea, Atlantic 
Ocean and North Sea. 

The Conference in Asia will be 
held a t New Delhi, India, during the 
autumn of 1953. This Conference 
will be convened by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the subcon
tinent of India. It will bring together 
Hands of the Cause, National As
sembly representatives from Persia, 
the subcontinent of India, 'Iraq, Aus
tralasia, the United States, Canada, 
Centra! and South America, as well 
as Baha'is residing in every sover
eign state. and dependency in Asia. 
North, Central and South America, 
Australia, New Zealand and Tas
mania. The consultation and plan
ning of this conference win be direct
ed toward opening to the Faith the 
remaining Asiatic states, and depend
encies, particularly southeast Asia 
and the islands of the South Pacific 
and Indian Oceans. 

Thus all the BaM'i Intercontinen
tal Conferences will develop plans 
for the greatest of teaching cam
paigns in which the twelve National 
Assemblies will collaborate, and 
which will culminate in 1963, that 
portentous year of the Most Great 
Jubilee. 

In this global aspect of the for
ward march of the Faith, may we 
ever remember that the American 
Community is the cho'sen trustee and 
principal executor of the Divine 
Plan, and as such we must assume 
the preponderating role in the con
duct of the World Crusade. At this 
juncture, it is timely to recall the 
words of the Master regarding our 
pa rt in this sacred work: 

"It is the hope of 'Abdu'I-BahB. that 
just as ye are confirmed and as
sisted on the continent of America, 
ye may also be confirmed and as
sisted in other contments of the globe 
- that is, ye may carry the fam e 
of the Cause of God to the East and 
to the West and spread the Glad 
Tidings of the appearance of the 
Kingdom of the Lord of Hosts 
throughout the five continents of the 
world ... t' 

Then the Master gave the promise 
of the blessing that would follow as 
a result of this sacrificial work: 
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"When this divine call travels 
from the continent of America to 
Europe, Asia, Africa. Australia and 
the Islands of the Pacific, the Amer
ican believers shall be esta bUshed 
on the throne of everlasting Glory, 
the fame of their illumination and 
guidance shall reach to aU regions 
and the renown of their greatness 
become world-wide." 

During the Jubilee celebration, 
and particularly the American Con
ference, the American Baha'i Com
munity is the host to visitors from 
Canada, Central and South America, 
and other lands. The privilege of 
being present and sharing in this 
joyous occasion is given to each one 
of us. This is our rare opportunity 
to meet believers from our sister 
Communities. extend to them Baha'i 
love and fellowship, learn their prob
lems, hear their viewpoints. profit 
by their contributions and consider 
what we can do to assist each 
other in every way possible. 

The Medinah Temple's spacious 
accommodations in Chicago, Illinois~ 
are to house the conference and pro-

vide a comfortable and attractive 
setting for the gathering of the be
lievers. Here we shall have oppor
tunity to consult together, eat to
gether and enjoy the happiness of 
association and fellowship. No be
liever, whether newly declared or 
veteran, should minimize what his 
presence will mean at the American 
Intercontinental Conference. 

Let each realize that his presence 
will contribute to the joy and suc
cess of this occasion; that his con· 
tributions are greatly needed at this 
Conference; that he can through his 
contribution to the consultations of 
the American Conference enlarge 
and enrich the deliberations which 
initiate our plans for the common 
and inspiring tasks of the World Cru
sade beyond our shores. 

-UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL 

'I'EAcHrNG COMMITl'EE 

Dorothy Baker, chairman, Edna 
True, Elsie Austin. 

~------------+ 
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Jubilee Year 
FIRST INTER·CONTINENTAL BAHA'I CONFERENCE 

Kampala, Uganda, British East Africa, February 11.18, I 95~. 
Progr-am 

Title: "Light Over Africa" 

Feb1"1l8.ry 11th. 
UNITY FEAST. Devoted to Commemoration of the Centenary. 

Devotional program, with prayer in each language represented. 
Mr. and Mrs. Musa Banani, hosts of the Conference and Mr. Samandari to speak. 

February 12th. 
OPENING SESSION. 

Devotional program. 
Opening by Chairman of Conference. 
Roll Ca 11 of countries and territories 
Cable from the Guardian 

Mr. Hasan Balyuzi 

Messages from the Baha'i World 
Brief statements by each of the Hands of the Cause present. 

Session 2. 
REVIEW OF AFRICAN PROJECT to date. Secretary of British 

Africa Committee 

February 13th. 
Session 1. 

Session 2. 

PLANNING THE OPENING OF THE FIELD IN NEW TERRITORIES AND THE 
CHIEF ISLANDS - To be introduced by Mrs. Dorothy Baker 

a) OPENING A NEW TERRITORY 
1. Getting There 
2. Relations with Authorities 
3. Relations between National Assemblies or their Committees 

Mr, John Ferraby 
4. Existing contacts with the new territories

Information to be invited from the Conference. 
b) TEACHING IN A NEW TERRITORY Mr. Ali Nakhiavani and 

Mr. William Foster 

February 14th. 
DEVELOPING AND CONSOLIDATING THE TERRITORIES 

ALREADY OPENED - To be introduced by Mr. Horace Honey 
Session 1. 

Strengthening Existing Assemblies 
Extension Teaching 
Literature in African Languages for old and new Territories 

Mr. Philip Hainsworth 

Session 2. 
Regional Development 
Relations between African Communities 
Conferences of various kinds 

February 15th. Excursion 
February 16th. THE BAHA'I WAY OF LIFE IN AFRICA 

Session 1. 
a) Essentials of BaM'i Belief 
b) The Baha'i Way of Life - Individual Action 

Session 2. 
c) The Baha'i Way of Life - Action in Society 

(inc. Politics, Religions, Race, War) 
February 17th. BUILDING A BAHA'f COMMUNITY 

Session 1. 
Teaching 
Preparing and Accepting New Believers 

Speaker from Dar-es-Salaam 

Speaker from Egypt 
Mr. A. Furutan 

Mr. Leroy loas 

Dr. Ugo Giachery 

Session 2. 
The Local Spiritual Assembly (inc. Feasts, Consultation, Funds, Committees) 
_ To be introduced by a Representative of the United States Africa Committee 
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February 18tb. THE COVENANT OF BAHA'U'LLAH 
Session 1. 

The Covenant through the Ages 
The Power of the Covenant 

Session 2. To be devoted to the Centenary 
The Significance of the Year Nine 
The Greatness of the Revelation of Bahatu'llah 
Devotional Session 
Close of Conference 

HOLY YEAR GREETINGS 
The British Isles 

Dr. Hermann Grossmann 
Mr. M. Varqa 

Dr, George Townshend 
Mr. Zikrullah Khadem 

The commencement of the Holy Year, now so imminent, provides a solemn opportunity to 
draw nearer to the Founder of our Faith and through that approach closer to one another. 

We- recall with deep poignancy th~t time of great sacrifice one hundred years ago - the 
nadir of the Faith of !he Holy Bab to outward eye - with the martyrdom of the brilliani 
Tahirih, Baha.'u'llilhts own imprisonment in the Siyah·Q:1al and the many souls who then 
proved their devoted fortitude with their lives. 

We know that increasingly. as the months of the Holy Year pass, we shall be brought together 
in spirit and action as we participate ever more widely in the international conferences 
where we shall together muster the impetus and enthusiasm for the great work destined to 
be our joint offering under the beloved's guidance at the holy threshold to mark the Most 
Great Jubilee. 

We humbly seek to join with you in prayer, to rededicate our resources, and our efforts, and 
through present action to develop the strength and experience to be worthy of the glorious 
global campaign ahead into which we long to launch, confident that its consummation will at 
last bring peace, so greatly yearned for by so many for so long, to th" deeply riven, sorely 
harassed soul of man. 

Then shall we each and all, our numbers doubled. representative of all the chief inhabited 
centers of the earth, constitute that stable foundation and firm support for the cro'\\'1ling unit of 
the divine Administrative Order, that new Jerusalem, and proifer a full meed of joy to our 
beloved overburdened Guardian. 

Germany and Austria 
In the beginning of the Holy Year we want to express our feelings of joy and thankfulness to 

all Sister·Communities. It is for us an overwhelming fact that we may do the step across the 
brink of this important period of the history as a limb 'Jf one great family and we want to hold 
your hands when we enter into this new era. 

We are not able to understand the whole importance of the Day we live in, but we leel 
that something of enormous importance is gOing on. We cannot do anything else but to 
implore that we may become worthy of the wonderful time, worthy of the great mission 
which is laid on our weak shoulders, worthy of the confidence of our beloved Guardian. 

Your example of service, your sacrifices for the Faith, your activi+.~r in the Cause may incite 
us for the activity we are in wallt of, if we shall reach the goals of our Plan. 

'Iraq 
On the auspICIOUS occasion of thehundredth anniversary of the Holy Year Nine we are most 

delighted to send our warmest congratulations and best wishes for the success of your brilliant 
Baha'i plans and endeavors. 

Believers in every continent of the globe are nowadays recalling thC' tragic events and terrible 
hardships which Baha'u'llilh, the Blessed Perfection, exper."enced in the gloomy dunl2:eon of 
Siyah·Qtal of 1'ihrim so that the world of humanity might be redeemed and enlightened 
through His wondrous World Order. 

We beseech our Lurd the Almighty to assist his servants all the world over, who are labor
ing to establish His Kingdom on earth, to achieve their divinely-appointed goals in due course. 

In conclusion. just as our humble prayers go forth for all the dearly-beloved Baha'is 
wherever they may be, we kindly request them to remember the bf:::lievers of 'Iraq in their 
prayers. 

7 



• JANUARY, 1'53 

Bahi'i Summer Scbool at Panchgani. India. October 15 - U. 1952. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

Jubilee Year 

October 16, 1952: State Conferences 
holding Joint Feasts for Spiritual 
Assemblies and groups for opening 
of Holy Year. 

Special celebration at I:latiratu'l. 
Quds. 

October 20: Cele br a tion of the Birth 
of the Bab. Public Meetings. 

November 12: Celebration of the 
Birth of Baha'u'llah. Public Meet
ings. 

November 26: Day of the Covenant 
-"Study of the Covenant". 

November 28: Commemoration of 
the Ascension of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 

January 18, 1953: World Religion 
Day-"Birth of World Religion." 

February 26-March 1: Intercalary 
Days-Special hospitality efforts. 

March 21: Naw-Ruz-Completion of 
Six Year Plan. 

April 21: Feast of Ridvan-lst, 9th, 
and 12th days to be marked by 
special programs-"The Mission 
of Baha'u'llah." 

April 3O-May 3: Jubilee Convention 

May 4-May 6: South Pacific Insti
tute. 

May 22: Celebration of the Declara
tion of the Bab. 

May 29: Commemoration of the 
Ascension of Baha'u'llah. 

July 9: Commemoration of the Mar
tyrdom of the Bab. 

October: Convocation of Fourth In
tercontinental Teaching Confer
ence, New Delhi, India. 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Bahai', and the United Nations 

Baha'i relations with the United 
Nations and its officials have been 
strengthened in Central America 
through a number of activities in 
recent months. 

In Port·au·Prince, Haiti, Mr. 
Guillermo Aguilar, former chairman 
of the Lima, Peru local Assembly 
has been directing the establishment 
of a technological school for Haiti on 
behalf of the United Nations. He has 
been very active in Baha'i work in 
the Porl·au-Prince Community, and 
has spoken on the United Nations 
and its specialized agencies. 

Dr. Rafael Fusoni, Director of the 
Information Center of the United N a
tions for Mexico, Central America, 
and the Caribbean, offered his ser-

vices to the Panama Baha'is while 
traveling through the territory. The 
first was held in Balboa in the Canal 
Zone where Dr. Fusoni talked on the 
United Nations and Miss Elena Mar
sella, Secretary of the National As
sembly spoke on the Baha'j interna· 
tional Community and the United 
Nations, The same program was re
peated in Spanish the following eve
ning under the auspices of the Baha'i 
Comrnwrlty of Panama and the Na
tional University of Panama. 

At a United Nations Seminar in 
San Salvador two representatives 
were Baha'is, J uEo Hernandez of 
Managua represented his govern
ment, and Artemus Lamb was the 
delegate representing the Baha'is of 
Central America. Both men had am
ple opportunities to work on com
mittees and to demonstrate again 
the excellent training in c;:onsultation 
for which Baha'i delegations have 
been outstanding in all the Confer
ences which they have attended in . 
all parts of the world. 

'. Youth Publication 

The National Youth Committee of 
Central America has begun the pub
lication of a new bulletin, the Baha'i 
Youth Herald of Central America. 
The first issue appeared in October, 
and wi\] be published quarterly. 
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The bulletin carries an interesting 
editorial on Holy Year, a stirring 
article on HSpiritual Growth" and 
news of youth aroWld the world. 

The "Pen Pal Corner" suggests 
that a good way to build bonds of 
friendship between Baha'i youth of 
diHerent lands is by means of cor· 
respondence. Those wishing to cor
respond with youth from Central 
America should send their name ~ ad
dress J sex, age, and languages 
known to Miss Lynn Carson, Box 
1869, San Juan, Puerto Rico, 

INDIA, ~KISTAN AND BURMA 

Nepal Opened to the Faith 
Nepal, a small kingdom between 

India and Tibet, has been opened to 
the Faith through the pioneer settle- • 
ment of Mr. N. P. Sinha, an Indian 
Baha'i, in Birganj, Nepal. 

SARAWAK, BRITISH BORNEO 
Rm Observance 01 the 

Birthday 01 Baha'u'liah 
The birthday of Baha'u'llah was 

celebrated for the first time in Kuch
ing, Sarawak this November when 
Mr. and Mrs. Jamshed Fozdar held 
an informal reception at their home 
at which some fifteen Baha. 'is and 
friends were present. 

The event was well publicized, 
both the Sarawak Tribune and the 
Chinese Daily News of Kuching car
ried a picture and article describing 
the observance. 

JAPAN 
Asian World Federation Congress 
In Hiroshima, Japan, the first city 

in the world to suffer from the atom 
bomb. the first Asian Congress for 
World· Federation was held. There 
were representatives from fourteen 
countries, in<;luding Cambodia, Ma
laya, Viet N-am, Formosa, Indonesia, 
India, the Philippine Islands and oth
ers. Mis s Agnes Alexander, Baha'i 
pioneer to Japan, although not a 
delegate, attended part of the ses
sions. She was invited to say a few 
words at one of the sessions and 
spoke briefly of the Baha'i plan for 
world order. There were many op~ 
portunities to speak of the Faith to 
individual delegates, among whom 
were some who had heard of the 
Faith before. 

It is incre asingly evident through 
these experiences that the Message 
of Baha'u'llah is becoming known 
among those active in international 
fields arouod the world. 

, 

Some 01 the guests attending the .first celebration of the Birthday 01 BaU'u'lIib in 
KuclllDg, Sarawu. Jamshed Fozdar, pJoDeer, at left. 

FAITH IN ACTION 
The Birthday of Baha'u'llilh was 

an occasion for vigorous public pro
clamation of the Faith all over this 
COWl try as well as a rOWld the World. 
Reports indicate a quickening of 
mankind to His Message, and new 
interest on the part of humanity 
wherever Baha'is arise to promul
gate it. 

From Anchorage, Alaska we hear 
of a pioneer pushing on towards the 
Arctic Circle for work among the 
Eskimos. 

Hamburg, N.Y. held a cooperative 
picnic with children from the Thom
as Indian School at Iroquois. They 
arrived by bus with six counselors 
who said that it was the first time 
that they had ever been invited any
where as a group. As a result, sev~ 
eral of the Staff Members including 
three Indians are attending firesides, 

The Boise, Idaho Community pre
sen ted a piano concert which was 
well attended, During the intermis
sion a Baha'i talk was given. Thus 

many who had never heard of the 
Faith before were introduced to it. 

Cooperative effort among commu
nities helped to produce an effective 
public meeting in Green Bay, Wis
consin when friends from Milwau
kee, Wauwatosa and Shorewood all 
participated. 

A Berkeley, Calif. Baha'i who is 
employed by the California School 
for the Deaf has had one of the 
Baha'] prayers translated into the 
sign language. 

And Greenville, South Carolina 
received newspaper publicity in con
nection with a two-day conference 
and public meeting put on by the 
Southeastern Area Teaching Com
mittee. 

The Baha'i Message was graphical~ 
ly and effectively portrayed to the 
general public by a display booth lo
cated in the central building of the 
exposition grounds at the annual 
Mississippi State Fair. Many people 
who passed through it recalled see
ing the House of Worship in Wilmette 
or had heard previously of the Faith 
from individual Baba'is. This project 
was sponsored by the Area Teachin, 
Committee (Southeastern States). 
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SAN FRANCISCO SCHOOLS 
ACCEPT BAHA'I HOLY DAYS 

The San Francisco Assembly has 
applied to the Superintendent of Pub
lic Schools for permission for chil
dren of Baha'i parents to keep the 
Holy Days. The permission has been 
granted, and the parents can request 
excuses from school principals for 
absences on Baha'i Holy Days. This 
action was requested of local As
semblies by the Guardian some 
years ago. 

AMERICAN NATIONAL TEACHING 
COMMITIEE 

Teaching Suggestions 

The following passage from a let
ter written by May Maxwell in 1915 
gives us a glimpse of the teaching 
methods of this great Baha'i teach
er: "We must first touch the heart 
to awaken it; if it opens and re
sponds we must sow the priceless 
seed . . . Prepare the soil with the 
warmth of your love j\lst as the sun 
prepares the soil in the spring or the 
seed would not grow. Remove the 
stones and weeds ... that is to say, 
in a kind way try to remove preju~ 
dices ... Uproot narrow supersti~ 
tions by suggesting broader, deeper 
ideas. Never oppose people's ideas 
and statements, but give them a lit
tle nobler way of seeing life. Such 
words and thoughts will take effect 
because they come from a Baha'i 
whose life flows from the Source of 
all life on earth today ... My great 
and wise teacher, Mirza Abu'I-Fadl 
laid down these divine principles of 
teaching in my soul . . . and they 
have changed all my attitude. He 
showed me that it is the Spirit of 
God that is doing the work; we must 
wait upon the Spirit and do Its bid
ding only." 

(Quoted in The BaM', World, 
Vol. VIII, p, 636) 

A number of articles about the 
Faith have been published in nation
al magazines, such as the recent 
article in Pathfinder, late November, 
1952; an article in Life, December, 
1950; a picture from the gardens on 
Mount Carmel in Vogue, August, 
1950; "The Baha'i Faith and World 
Government," in Common Cause, 
September, 1950 and others. One 
Baha'; bought a scrapbook at the 
dime store and pasted in the arti
cles together with the covers of the 

corresponding issues of the maga~ 
zines. She has found this a success
ful way to introduce friends and ac~ 
quaintances to the Faith. Increasing 
publicity during the Jubilee year 
may be used to good advantage in 
this way. Many Baha'is keep such 
cJippings, but may not realize their 
prestige value in the eyes of those 
who are hearing about the Faith for 
the first time. 

The Colorado Regional Teaching 
Committee reports that successful 
workshops on teaching have been 
conducted by Baha'is in their region. 
Talent developed at these workshops 
i; being used in a series of Sunday 
afternoon meetings in homes. Simi
lar workshops and week-end teach
er training courses have been spon
sored by Assemblies and regional 
teaching committees in other places. 
They give participants a chance to 
develop their abilities and to gain 
confidence through speaking to a 
small friendly audience of fellow-be
lievers. Tips on how to be a good 
chairman are also usually a part of 
such training. The Handbook for the 
Two-Year Program of Preparation 
contains several sections which are 
helpful in planning such workshops. 

This regional teaching commit
tee, concerned with reaching a wid~ 
er audience, planned to offer Baha'i 
speakers to a variety of clubs in dif
ferent cities in the region. The ap~ 
proach to each club is being planned 
by a member of the committee fa
miliar with its interests. A similar 
plan has been carried out success
fully by a number of Assemblies and 
regional tea chi n g committees 
throughout the country. 

CENTENARY NEWS SERVICE 

The Guardian cabled recently that 
the salient points of the Ten Year 
Crusade as enumerated in his mes~ 
sage of October 8th, should be pub
licized. This is the biggest piece of 
news this Service has had to re
lease. Two news stories presenting 
the major features of the ten year 
campaign have been issued to the 
news services and the local commu
nities for publication across the 
country. 

The far-flung lands that the Faith 
has already traversed will be multi
plied until the truly world-wide es
tablishment of the Faith is at
tained. Of this the public is being 
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told that it might realize the dy
namic drive of the Faith of God to
day, and might follow its sweeping 
progress into the most populous 
areas and the remotest outposts of 
the WOrld, until its universal scope 
is manifest to all. 

u.S. AFRICA TEACHING COMMlmE 

The second American pioneer to 
Liberia, Miss Valerie Wilson, arrived 
there November 17th. Two other 
American Baha'is, Mr. and Mrs. 
Allen Elston, sailed for Kampala on 
December 4th where they will at
tend the Africa Conference and then 
attempt to settle in an area where 
they can assist with the teaching 
work. 

The Africa Conference program 
appears in this issue of the Baha'i 
News. 

The 1952 fall issue of the U. S. 
Africa Bulletin is now being distri~ 
buted. Friends who wish copies of 
the Bulletin should write the secre
tary of the Committee:-Mrs. Bessie 
Barham, 1277 New Hampshire Ave., 
N. W., Washington, D. C. 

JUBILEE COMMITIEE 

Housing Reservations 

Have you made your hotel reser~ 
vations for the 1953 Annual Conven
tion, the Jubilee Celebrations, Tem
ple Dedication and the All-America 
Intercontinental Tea ching Confer
ence, April 29th to May 6th, 1953, as 
suggested in the Jubilee Housing 
Reservation insert which came to 
you with your November BaM', 
News? 

We urge tha tyou make your plans 
now, especially as to the number of 
days you and your party intend to 
stay, and then write the hotel of 
your choice for reservations. Please 
follow the directions outlined in the 
November announcement. Do not 
write this committee. 

When making a hotel reservation 
for one do not a sk any hotel to place 
you "in a double room with another 
Baha'i," Reservations for double 
rooms have to be made origin.aUy 
in the names of the sharers of a 
room . . . you arrange the details 
before writing . .. hotels do not take 
the responsibility of placing people 
together. Further, the dormitory 
rooms at The Conrad Hilton Hotel 
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are for groups of four or more who 
arrange to sha re a room. You can
not expect The Conrad Hilton m an
agement to place your single reser
vation in a dormitory room ... butt 
you can arrange for your dormitory 
companions and then write for the 
reservation for the group_ 

To help the National Spiritual As
sembly and the Jubilee Committee 
in all plans involving meetings t 

housing and food please send the At
tendance Poll Coupon stating which 
of. the events you plan to attend be
tween April 29th and May 6th. This 
information is needed now. We will 
appreciate your cooperation. 

c"re of Children during Jubilee Week 

To accommodate parents with 
young children during the Jubilee 
week activities in Chicago, the Ju
bilee Committee has arranged for 
trained personnel to care for chil
dren over 2 years of age during the 
monling and afternoon sessions 
only. There will be a small daily 
charge to cover the cost of personnel. 

NATIONAL LIBRARY COMMtnEE 

Supply Every Librory 

As our teaching activities accel· 
erate everywhere in the world with 
the inauguration of the Ten Year 
Crusade, each Baha'i Community. 
each Regional Teaching Committee, 
each Baha'i group and individual be
liever will want to do his utmost to 
be sure that every available means 
of reaching the non-Baha'i is ex
ploited. One of the primary sources 
of information for the non-Baha'i is 
his public library or college library. 
Increasingly. as articles about the 
Faith appear in national publica
tions, and the Faith is referred to 
in books, and local activities are 
published, non-Baha'is will go to the 
public libraries to investigate. and 
it is imperative that adequate and 
accurate material be available, A 
few libraries over the country are 
well stocked with authoritative, up
to-dale books, some have one Baha'i 
book, but many have none at all. ' 

Last year the National Li br ary 
Committee organized a program to 
assist the believers in placing books 
in libraries in all cities over 5,000 
population. This project has gone 
ahead steadily, but there a re still 

many libraries that have no liter
ature. Now is the time to be certain 
there are good basic Baha'i texts in 
every library in your vicinity that is 
not supplied, and il possible, add 
more new books where there are 
now only one or two titles. The Li
brary Committee is not able to sup
ply free books for presentation to li
braries. Friends wishing to donate 
texts should purchase them from the 
Baha'i Publishing Committee. 

To aid the friends in this task the 
National Library Com mi ttee prepa r
ed a "Library Kit" consisting of a 
book review of Bahci.'u'Hcih and the 
New Era; a Library of Congress 
Card, showing its listing of 
BahU'u'll<ih and the New E·ra so that 
it can be placed immediately on the 
shelves of a library; a reprint from 
God Passes By listing the libraries 
of the world which have BahS'i lit
erature; and a National Library 
Committee bulletin entitled uThe 
Public Library-Important Teaching 
Channel. to Material from this kit is 
still available for the friends or com
munities which do not already have 
it. 

To facilitate the work of the li
brary committee the country has 
been divided into five areas, for each 
of which a different member of the 
Committee is responsible. Please 
send correspondence, reports and re
quests to: 

Northeastern Area: 

Mrs. Blanche Kaufman, 448 James 
St., New Milford, New Jersey 

Southern States, Eastern Division 

Mrs. Pauline Sylvester, 133 Fleet
wood Rd., Dumont, New Jersey 

Southern States, Western Division: 
Miss Sophie Rieger, 3301 Powelton 
Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Central States: 

Mrs. Elizabeth Pharo, 638 E. Rosa
lie St., Philadelphia 20, Pa. 

Western States, Alaska, Hawaii: 

Mrs. Dorothy Fisher, 7153 Bryan 
St., Philadelphia 17, Pa. 

Once books are placed in a li
brary it is vitally important that 
they be kept in circulation. Periodic 
checks at the library will reveal 
whether the books have been taken 
out. If they have not been· out lor 
a while, it is advisable for Baha'is 
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to take them out, in order to keep 
them on the active book shelves, and 
to keep them before the attention of 
the Librarian. Mention should be 
made at publiC meetings, firesides 
and in newspaper advertisements 
that literature is available at the 
library so that the public is aware 
that information is easy to obtain 
if they wish it. 

UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE 

Contacting Foreign Students 

In a glowing report of the United 
Nation's Regional Conference for 
Non ~ Governmental Organizations, 
held in Manila, the 24th to the 31st 
of October, 1952, one of the Baha'i 
delegates reports as follows: 

"We met many people who had 
studied in the United States and 
while there had received a favor. 
able impression of the Faith thru 
contacts with American Baha'is. 
Many had visited the Temple, and 
I fotmd one who had even been to 
Louhelen summer school. I suggest 
tha t the Committee bring to the at
tention of the NSA the extreme im
portance of continuing and extend
ing the policy of contacting all for
eign students, so far as possible, 
thru the friends in those communi
ties where colleges and tmiversities 
are located. These contacts, which 
seem so slight at the time, are re
membered years afterwards even 
when the students have become ma
ture individuals and are leaders in 
their own communities.l' 

Party for United Nations Officiol 

At the close of the 5th United Na
tions Conference for International 
Non-Governmental Organizations a 
farewell party was given for Mr. J. 
B. Orrick, Chief of the Department of 
Public Information for NGO. Mr. 
Orrick is now going to be Chief of 
the United Nations Information Cen
ter at New Delhi, established for the 
area of India, Burma and Ceylon. 

The party was he1d on November 
10 at the home of Mrs. Mildred Mot
tahedeh, representative to the United 
Nations for the Baha'i International 
Community. Eighty~five people were 
present, seventy of whom were in
ternational representatives of NGO's, 
the remainder being United Nations 
officials and members of the De
partment of Public Information. 
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TWO NEW BOOKS BY BAHA'I 
AUTHORS 

Mr. Stanwood Cobb, well known 
to Baha'is for his two excellent books 
Security for a Failing World and 
Tomorrow and TomOTTow~ as well 
as other philosophic and poetic 
works, has recently completed a new 
book entitled What Is Man? It is an 
essay in verse which explores the 
reality of man, his potentialities and 
the goals toward which he should 
strive. This volume may be ordered 
from Avalon Press, Washington 15, 
D.C. for $1.50 postpaid. 

Mrs. Myrtle W. Campbell, a Baha'i 
of Seattle, Washington, is the author 
of a new book The Continuity of the 
Prophets. It is a study of the great 
religious leaders of history, includ
ing the Blib, Bah3'u'llah and 'Abdu'l
Bah .. , from the point of view that 
all were Messengers of God on earth, 
with one Message for mankind. 
The three chapters on the Bab, 
Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Babit have 
been approved by the Baha'i Review
ing Committee. The Continuity of 
the Prophets may be purchased 
from the Pageant Press, 130 W. 42nd 
Street, New York 36, N.Y. Price 
$3.00. 

(These two books are not avail
able from the Baha'i Publishing 
Committee. ) 

CALENDAR 

World Religion Day: 
Sunday, January 18. 

Feasts: 
January l~Sultan Sovereignty 
February 7-Mulk, Dominion 

National Assembly Meetings: 
January 9, 10, and 11 
February 7 and 8 

San Diego, Calif., Mrs. Frances Oakes to 
Mr, Leonard Godwin, August 19, 1952 

Albuquerque, N, M,. Miss Barbara 
Boldes to Mr. DonaJd B, Kline, August 
16, 1952 

New York, N.Y" Miss Elaine Neitlich to 
Mr. Minor Dixon Margulies, Novem
ber 2, 1952 

Moylan. Penna., Mrs_ Bula MoU Stewart 
to Dr. E. A. Lintzmeyer • .July 2, 1952 

Mill Valley, Calif., Mrs. Billie M. Jones 
to Mr. Stanley W. Brackett, (date not 
reported) 

Milwaukee, Wis., Mi::ts Charlotte Salapa 
to Mr. Andrew Haroian, June ]4, 1952 

Oakland, Calif., Mrs. Mary Ellen Watson 
to Mr. Paul Han, July, 1952 

Death proUereth unto every conj!den.t 
~eUever the cup that is life indeed. It 
bestoweth joy and is the bearer of (llad~ 
ness. It conferreth the gift of et!e'rlBBting
life. 

-Bahd.'u'Udh 
Mrs. Louis Speno. Spokane, Washington 

November 4. 1952 
Mrs. Louise Lester Beal, Los Angeles, 

Calil. 
November 16, 1952 

Miss Nellie Tuck, Independence, Mo, 
November 6, 1952 

Mrs. Grace R. Lamb, Pasadena, Calif. 
November 24, 1952 

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS AND 
CHANGES 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: 
SOUTH GATE, CALIF. 

Mrs. Rose West, Sec'y. 
9705 Truba Ave, 

WORCESTER, MASS. 
Mr. Douglas Weeks, Sec'Y. 
clo Baird, 71 Olean St. 
Worcester 2, Mass. 

WATERLOO, NEW YORK 
Mrs. Alice Bacon, Sec'y. 
Box 314 

NASHVILLE, TENN. 
Miss Nellie J. Roche, See'y. 
534 Stahlman Bldg. 
Nashville 3, Tenn. 
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LARAMIE, WYO. 
Mrs. Solveig V. Co[,bit, See'y. 
P.O. Box 112 
The Annual Baha'j Directory by error 

listed Mrs. Grace von der Heydt as 
member of the Area Teaching Com. 
mittee o.f the Southeastern States. Her 
membership is on the Regional Teach
ing Committee for South Carolina. 
Regional Teaching Committees: 
RTC OF TEXAS 

Mrs. Mary K. Johnson. Sec'y. 
1125 Santa Ana 
San Antonio. Texas 

PUBLICATIONS 

Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, new 
edition, beautifully bound, with In
troduction by Marzieh Gail, and new 
Glossary, each $2.50 

Mi8sion of Bahd'u'Udh by George 
Townshend. Contains a number of es
says, some of which are The Well
spring of Happiness, The Call to God 
as well as The Mission of Baha1u'1l8h
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(originally published as Introduction 
to God Passes By), bound in blue 
cloth $2.25 

Mission. Of BaM'u'IMh (Jubilee 
pamphlet) general edition, 5 for $1.00 
Limited edition, each $.90 

Life Eternal, compiled by Mary 
Movius. A new stock has been se
cured. This will be the final stock on 
this finely bound compilation, 

each $2.50 
Prophecy Fulfilled, new edition, 

2 for $.15, 50 for $3.50 
Loyalty to Government is again 

available, 12 for $.50 
Paris Talks. Abdu'l-Baha 

Edited by the late Lady Blomfield. 
Cloth ........................ $2.50 
Paper ........................ $1.50 

Words For the World-Two 12-inch 
records, non~breakable, in attrac-
tive album ................... $3.50 

Only February Temple Readings $.10 
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pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
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Change of. Address should be reported direcUy to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette, 
nUnois. U.S.A, 



EPOCH-MAKING AFRICA 
INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 

Rejoice (to) share (with) Baha'i 
communities East (and) West thrill
ing reports (of) feats achieved (by 
the) heroic band (of) Baha'i pioneers 
laboring (in) divers widely-scattered 
African territories, particularly (in) 
Uganda, (in the) heart (of the) con
tinent, reminiscent alike (of) epi
sodes related (in the) Book (of) Acts 
(and the) rapid, dramatic propaga
tion (of the) Faith (through the) in
strumentality (of the) Dawn-Break
ers (in the) Heroic Age (of the) 
Baha'i Dispensation. (The) marvel
ous accomplishments signalizing 
(the) rise (and) establishment (of 
the) administrative order (of the) 
Faith (in) Latin America (have 
been) eclipsed. (The) exploits im
mortalizing (the) recently launched 
crusade (in the) European continent 
(have been) surpassed: (The) goal 
(of the) seven-month plan, initiated 
(by the) Kampala Assembly, aiming 
(at) doubling (the) twelve enrolled 
believers, (has been) outstripped. 
(The) number (of) Africans convert
ed (in the) course (of the) last fif
teen months, residing (in) Kampala 
(and) outlying districts, (with) Prot
estant, Catholic (and) Pagan back
grounds, lettered (and) unlettered, 
(of) both sexes, representative (of) 
no less (than) sixteen tribes, (has) 
passed (the) two hundred mark. 

(The) effulgent rays (of) God's 
triumphant Cause, radiating (from 
the)· focal center (are) fast awaken-

A view of the Terraces and the Shrine of the Bib frnm Mt. Carmel Avenue. 

.:. : 
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ing (the) continent (and) penetrat
ing (at an) accelerating rate isolated 
regions unfrequented (by) white men 
(and) enveloping (with) their radi
ance souls hitherto' indifferent (to 
the) persistent humanitarian activi
ties (of the) Christian missions (and 
the) civilizing influence (of the) civil 
authorities. No less (than) nine lo
calities (will be) qualified (to) at
tain, (by this) coming Ridvan, As
sembly status within (a) single ter
ritory (of the) long-slumbering con
tinent. 

Zanzibar, Madagascar, French 
Morocco, South Rhodesia, Italian So
maliland (are) already or soon (will) 
be opened (to the) Faith. 

Desire (to) pay special tribute (to 
the) strenuous efforts exerted (by) 
Ali Nakhjavani, setting (an) ex
ample (of) dedication (and) freedom 
(from) prejudice (to) fellow pioneers 
laboring (in) inhospitable surround
ings (and) confronted (by) manifold 
(and) formidable obstacles. 

Planning (to) entrust (to the) spe_ 
cial representative delegated (to) at
tend (the) approaching Kampala 
Conference (a) portrait (of the) holy 
Bab,(a) replica (of the). one deposit
ed beneath (the) dome (of the) 
Ma,!!;riqu'I-Ac;Lhkar (in) Wilmette, to 
be exhibited (to the) assembled at
tendants (on the) historic occasion. 
Confident unveiling may dr aw newly 
recruited vanguard (of the) ever
swelling host (of) Baha 'u'llith, as 
well as all participating visitors, 
itinerant teachers (and) settlers, 
closer (to the) spirit (of the) Martyr- . 
Prophet (of the) Faith (and) bestow 
everlasting benediction (on) all 
gathered (at the) memorable ses
sions (of the) epoch-making Inter
continental Conference dedicated (to 
the) prosecution (of the) latest, most 
glorious crusade launched (in the) 
course (of) eleven decades (of) 
Baha'i history. 

(signed) SHOGHI 

C:OMMENTA.RY: NA.TIONA.1. SPIRITUAl.. ASSEM81..Y 

Beloved Friends: 
The firs t of the four In tercon tinen~ 

tal Conferences, which the Guardian 
has characterized as the highlights 
of the Jubilee Celebrations, will be 
in session at Kampala, Uganda, in 
the African Continent t when this is~ 

sue of Baha'i News is read by the 
believers. 

To inspire us with fuller compre
hension of its import, and to direct 
a greater inspiration upon those at
tending the Conference, Shoghi Ef
fendi has sent his cabled message 
of January 5 to the Baha'i Commu~ 
nities of East and West. 

The exploits of the pioneers in Af
rica demonstrate the Power at work 
to reinforce the teachers and admin
istrative bodies who will be responsi~ 
ble for the projects assigned through· 
out the African area under the World 
Crusade. 

The Spirit of the Martyr-Prophet 
will permeate the sessions, bestow
ing an "everlasting benediction" and 
raising the divine standard of sacri
fice by which the spiritual conquest 
of the pI anet is to be achieved. 

We mayall, with humility, pray 
for the success of all four Confer
ences, and pledge our full contribu
tion to the Baha'i Crusade. 

-NATIONAL SPDUTUAL- ASSElVlBLY 

CREDENTIALS OF BAHA'IS 
ATTENDING THE JUBILEE 
CELEBRATION 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
requests every believer coming for 
the Convention, Temple Dedication, 
Intercontinental Teaching Confer
ence and other Jubilee eventst to 
bring Baha'i credentials. 

A complete registration of Baha'is 
is to be made, and credentials are 
necessary for attendance at all meet
ings other than those open to the 
general public. 

Baha'is of the United States obtain 
their credentials from the local As
sembly. If living outside a com
munity they apply for them from 
the National Assembly in advance. 

Baha'is of lands having National 
Assemblies are to bring credentials 
from their National Spiritual As
sembly. Baha'is of lands not having 
a National Assembly are to have 

FEBRUARY. 1953 

official credentials from their local 
Assembly. 

The kind cooperation of all Baha'i 
vis"itors is requested. 
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JUBILEE ATTENDANCE POLL 
A recent issue of Baha'i News con

tained an insert which provided full 
inform a tion a bout hotel and housing 
arrangements for those attending the 
Convention, Temple Dedication, Ju
bilee public meetings and the Inter
continental Teaching Conference, or 
anyone of these events. 

With the text was included a form 
to be filled out by every Baha'i plan
ning to come, and m ailed in to the 
National administrative headquar
ters, Wilmette. 

Though many believers have al
ready sent in the attendance poll, 
the number received by no means 
represents the full number planning 
to come. 

The National Assembly urgently 
repeats its request for the return of 
this form as soon as possible. It 
does not 0 bliga te the believer, but 
provides statistical data without 
which it would be extremely difficult 
to conclude all the arrangements 
necessary for the accommodation~ 
meals and bus transportation of the 
large number of Baha'is. Since the 
Jubilee events will be held in Chi
cago, Winnetka and Wilmette, care
ful planning must be carried out in 
advance, 

Will local Assemblies mention 
these facts at the Nineteen Day 
Feast, and Regional Committees re
fer to them in their bulletins. 
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REPORT TO THE FRIENDS 

(November) 
The November 1952 meeting of 

the National Assembly began Fri. 
day evening, November 7, and ex
tended through Tuesday, November 
11. The chief conferences held dur
ing the meeting were with Mrs. 
Amelia E. Collins, Vice-President of 
the International Baha'i Council, 
with the Jubilee Committee, and 
with the Centenary News Service 
Committee. 

The seventy-one pages of Minutes 
recording the proceedings of this 
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~to 1i:1; left shows a.Jl exquisite detaU of a comer of an Arcade of the Shrine of the B3.b on MI;. Carmel. Pictured at ric-ht Is all 

approach to the la.st Terrace leading to the Shrine of the Bah at Haifa, Israel. 

meeting reflect the many and diver
sified activities and problems which 
come to the National Assembly. 

Action was taken to proceed with 
the capping of the pylons on the 
Temple in time for the Jubilee dedi
cation, word having been received 
front the Guardian requesting that 
this be done before that time. A 
cablegram was sent to the Prime 
Minister of Israel extending sym
pathy on the death of Dr. Weizman, 
first President of Isr ael. 

The ntembership of the Baha'; 
World Editorial Committee for Vol. 
XIII was appointed. The committee 
is centered in and around New York 
City. 

Various actions were taken con
cerning new editions of The Dat.t:tn-
Breakers and Some Answered Ques
tions, and the publication of The 
Baha'i World, Vol. XI. 

The Africa Committee presented 
an extended report which covered 
proj ects for Liberia and the Gold 
Coast, the Kampala Conference, and 
approval of additional prospective 
pioneers. 

The Intercontinental Teaching 
Committee presented for consulta
tion and approval several items con
nected with the forthcoming Inter
continental Conference to be held in 
Chicago. Several articles are being 
prepared for Baha.'i News to inform 
and orient all the friends to this 
historic event. 

Correspondence was received from 
the National Spiritual Assemblies of 
both Central and South America, 
Australia and New Zealand, Canada, 
and the British Isles. The National 
Assembly of Central America an. 
nounced that it has been officially 
recognized as a "Religious Body of 

an International Character" by the 
government of Panama. 

Fifteen letters and reports about 
teaching work throughout the coun
try were presented and considered. 
Consideration was also given to an 
extended series of recommendations 
about the Green Acre School. 

Other committees which submitted 
reports or projects for consultation 
were: Child Education, Youth, 
Temple Program, Adie-Visual, Li
brary, Service for the Blind, Pub
lishing, Reviewing, and United Na
tions. Letters from five Local As
semblies and from eleven individuals 
were considered. 

There was a lengthy consultation 
with the Jubilee Committee. A ten
tative schedule of speakers and 
chairmen for the public meetings 
was presented. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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(December) 

The December meeting of the Na
tional Assembly opened Thursday 
evening, December 11, and closed at 
noon on Monday, December 15. The 
Minutes cover 52 pages, not includ
ing annexes in the form of docu
ments and special reports. 

Early in each session of the Na
tional Assembly detailed considera
tion is given to all messages re
ceived from Haifa since the preced
ing meeting. Another large block of 
time is always taken up in consider. 
ing the report of the Treasurer. 

Conferences were held with five 
individuals and with the .Jubilee 
Committee. Additional appointments 
were made to six national commit
tees. 

A number of actions relative to 
publishing were taken. The Assem
bly approved recommended in
creases in the price list for Baha'i 
literature. Steps were taken to in
crease insurance coverage on the 
book stock. Reprintings were or
dered on several pamphlets. Esti
mates were submitted for the cost of 
publishing an edition of the selected 
talks of 'Abdu'l-Baha in America. 
The Publishing Committee was di
rected to have dust jackets de
signed and printed for future edi
tions of major books. The Publish
ing Committee was authorized to 
bring out an edition of a new six 
lesson study course on Islam pre· 
pared by Marziah Gail. A report was 
made to the Assembly on the long
time project to have introductions 
prepared for all the major Baha'i 
books. 

The Africa Te aching Committee 
and the European Teaching Commit
tee reported in detail on projects un
der their supervision. Plans were 
completed for the calling of the first 
ltaIo-Swiss Convention in Florence t 

April 23-26. 

There was a lengthy consultation 
on teaching in the United states. 
Correspondence was considered from 
three RTCs. 

The special NSA committee on the 
Annual Convention submitted a ten .. 
tative agenda and recommended 
that, as in former years, the dele .. 
gates be invited to submit in ad
vance suggestions for the agenda. 
The recommendation was accep:~~d 
and a letter to delegates voted. 

Letters were considered from four 
Local Spiritual Assemblies, from 
eleven individuals, and from five 
National Spiritual Assemblies. 

The Temple Dedication Committee 
submitted a report and recommen
dations. The program for the com
memorative meeting on May 1 'is in 
preliminary outline. The program 
for the public dedication is taking 
shape. Painstaking work is being put 
in on the selection of the right pas
sages for the solemnity and pur
pose of this historic occasion. Care
ful rehearsing of readings and mu
sic will be necessary. 

A conference was held with the 
Jubilee Committee. The program 
for the public meetings during the 
Jubilee period was discussed and is 
nearing final form. 

The Intercontinental Teaching 
Committee submitted a suggested 
agenda for the Intercontinental Con
ference, subject to possible changes 
arising from further messages re
ceived from the Guardian. 
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CORRECTION - GUARDIAN'S 
DECEMBER 15 CABLE 

Line 25 ... occasion (of the) comple
tion (of the) construction (of the) 
Mother Temple (of the) West, .... 

AFRICA 

An Historical Milestone 

February marks a most significant 
milestone. The Kampala Conference1 

first of the four historic Internation
al Conferences which the Guardian 
states are to Himmortalize the Cen· 
tenary of the memorable yearn is 
convening. The hearts of all the new 
believers throughout the vast conti
nent of Africa are united with those 
of the friends in every land in this 
thrilling achievement and all are 
quickened by this visible demonstra
tion of the dynamic tulifying power 
of the Faith of Bahil.'u'llah. 

December Baha'i News told of the 
arrival of 'Aziz Yazdi in Nairobi, 
Kenya. Now through the British 
Africa News We learn that his wife 
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and three children have joined him 
there. The group has been augment
ed further by the arrival of Mr. 
,Afsharian whose plans to settle in 
Nairobi have materialized. 

Africa News also states that Ital
ian Som aliland is the goal territory 
for SoheU Samandari, Persian Bahit'i 
who previously pioneered in Pakis
tan. Another Persian pioneer, Ezat~ 
tullah Zahrai, has proceeded to Dar
es·Salaam, Tanganyika. The Man~ 
soor Masrur family, Persian pio
neers, have gone to Casablanca, 
t\Iorocco~ The plans of Mrs. Shomais 
Afnan were to proceed from England 
to Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, (on 
the special advice of the Guardian) 
where she has obtained a position in 
a nursing home. 

Monrovia, Liberia has more than 
double the requirements for Assem
bly status, and the election of its 
first Local Spiritual Assembly will 
take place in April, 1953. Two new 
Monrovian Baha'is, Magnus Amega~ 
shie and R. Amartey have been 
awarded government scholarships to 
study in the United States. The latter 
will return to Gold Coast when his 
studies are completed. Valerie Wil
son recently left the United States 
in respons e to the call for pioneers 
and has begun her pioneer work in 
Monrovia. 

Youth inK. mpal. 

A recent letter from African 
Baha'i Youth in Kampala expresses 
the depth of their belief, in the fol
lowing words: 

UWe are not past masters at Eng
lish, dear bretheren. The language is 
but auxiliary, otherwise we should 
tell you what joy we had when we 
first heard about the Baha'i Faith in 
such words as should bring you right 
down to K~mpala and see our eyes 
beam with joy and hope. For the 
first time we see what God meant 
when He made people with different 
colors. Indeed, the world would have 
irreparable boredom if we were all 
white, black, red or yellow ... 

lilt may be of interest to you that, 
probably unlike other countries, in 
Africa the Baha'i Faith will be shoul
dered by the youog people who, so 
far t are the ones who can read and 
write English. It is they who will be 
interpreting the Faith into local lan
guages." 
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"LIGHT OVER AFRICA" 

View of KampalB~ Uganda in British East Africa. where the African Intercontinental Conference is beJng held. 
February 12.-18. Tbis is the .first of the series of International Conferences iniU:ding the Centennial festivities, be
ing convened by the British National Spiritual Assembly. Hands 01 the Canse will attend this Conference as well 
as National Assembly representatives from the British Isles, United States, Penis, Egypt and India. and new 
Baha'is from territories 01 tbe Africa ConUnent. The Conference Program appeared in January Baha'i News. 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORLD CENTER 
Mr. Ted Cardell, pioneering in Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa, 

took-a number of beautiful photographs on his recent pilgrimage 
to Haifa under the direction of the Guardian. These include all of 
the interesting and holy places in and about the Baha'i World 
Center. Because of the difficultiE's in producing and distributing 
these photographs in Africa, Mr. Cardell has enlisted the services 
of Mr. Lawrence A. Hautz. Mr. Carl A. Scherer and Mrs. Dorothy 
V. Petersen who are recognized by the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the United States .'l.S a committee acting to supply believers 
and National Spiritual Assemblies a11 over the world. 

In the United Slates all orders should be placed with your local 
Spiritual Assembly or the nearest LSA who will forward the bulk 
order to this committee and then distribute the pictures after we 
ship the order to them. The price designated below includes the 
cost of mailing. 

In all other countries orders should be placed through their 
respective National Spiritual Assembly or where there is no NSA 
through the nearest one, 

Because of the tremendous amount of detaiL orders will only be 
filled when a check or money order in U.S. currency is attached. 

The pictures are all 4xS and will be sold in full sets only. 

Shrine of the Bab 
Bahji Mansion 
Masraa Mansion 
Acca & Prison 
Relics 
Ri<;lvan Garden 
Monumental Gardens & 

Price No. in Set 
$1.20 14 

.70 8 

.40 4 

.75 9 
.90 11 
.50 6 

Gardens around Shrine .80 10 
10 Miscel1aneous .80 

All orders should be addressed to Mrs. Dorothy 
2557 North 69th Street, Wauwatosa 10, "Wisconsin. 

V. Petersen, 

FOUNDATIONS OF 
THE KINGDOM 

A kingdom of heaven on earth 
more wonderful, more glorious than 
ever poets feigned" or churches "were 
able to conceive has already been 
revealed in the sacred writings of 
the Baha'is. Its center is in the heart 
of faithful man, its circumference 
is marked by the dimensions of the 
planet. The foundations of this king
dom have been laid in the lives of 
believers. Amid the tumult and the 
convulsions that have shaken human 
society through many years the 
work of constructing this complex, 
delicate and exquisite building has 
been proceeding. Already its shape 
is beginning to emerge, rising in its 
beauty above the decay and the dis
solution of a civilization that per
ishes because it cannot express the 
true glories of this modern age nor 
give scope to the happiness which 
is the birthright of the coming race 
of men. (From The Station of 
Baha'u'Hah by George Townshend, 
November Baha'i JournaZ). 

To our age God has sent His 
Prophet, Baha'u'lhlh. He has cre
ated a new age, endowed it with a 
glorious destiny, revealed its princi
ple of truth, and summoned the peo
ple of the East and West to unite in 
devotion to the one true God. 

The Mission of Baha'u'lldh. 
Special Jubilee Pamphlet 
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Baha'i Delegation at Fifth Conference of Interna.tional Non-Governmental Organizations on United. NatlOll5 Information, October 
6-10, 1952, al United Nations, New York. The Bahi'i Delega.tion are at right front section and :Includes WUUam DeForce, 
Manual Vera, Hilda Yert Male. Albert RakoV'Sky, Firuz KazernzBdeh, NettJe Reynenberg, Mlldred R. Mot1.ahedeb, a.nd. Hedda. 
Rakovsky. 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

Teamwork. Unity and Love 
An excellent half-page article, with 

photographs of the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Wilmette, featured in the 
Adelaide Chronicle, was one of the 
visible results of the two and one
half month lecture tour of Mrs. Shirin 
Fozdar of India. Mrs. Fozdar visited 
every goal town, al1 capital cities, 
spoke over radio stations and was 
jnterviewed by newspaper reporters 
.in all centers. Plans for this teach~ 
ing tour were published in the August 
issue of Baha'i News. Returning to 
Singapore approximately the first of 
November Mrs. Fozdar wrote: 

" ... I feel it my duty to write and 
thank you and your National Assem~ 
bly and through you all the Baha'i 
Local Assemblies t Regional Teach. 
ing Committees and individual pio
neers and Groups in various States 
in these two countries. , , . God's 
blessings are bound to be attracted 
for the wonderful teamwork. unity 
and love in most of the places I visit
ed . , ." 

Bahti'f Representatives to 
UN Conference in Manila 

The United Nations Non-Govern
mental Organization Conference 
held in Manila October 24-31 was 
attended by four Baha'i representa
tives. The chairman of the Baha'i 
delegation, which represented six 
countries of South-East Asia t reports 
that the Conference was an outstand
in g success. 

"The Baha'is were the only dele
gation to receive a special press in
terview on the Faith alone. We gave 
two radio broadcasts and were asked 
to speak on the Faith at several 
luncheons. After a few days we ran 
out of literature and were forced to 
duplicate some in order to meet the 
demand. The Baha'is were men
tioned by the Speaker of the House, 
Mr. Perez, in his closing address .to 
the final plenary session, for our con
tribution to the conference, and a 
study group meeting arose after the 
conference, initiated by interested 

delegates, which we were asked to 
address. Such was the impact of the 
Baha'i delegation in terms of facts. 
The spiritual impact can never be 
assessed. Undoubtedly the cohorts of 
the Spiritual Concourse unleashed 
forces beyon~ any of our prayers or 
hopes. The- success of this under_ 
taking has been vouchsafed to us 
only because the prayers of the 
Guardian, the various National As
semblies and Baha'is have been with 
us. " 

Mr. Stanley Bolton, Jr., represent
ing the Baha'is of Australia and New 
Zealand, was chairman of the dele· 
gation; Mr, H. K. Payman, secre
tary, represented the Baha'is of In
donesia; the Baha'is of India, Pakis
tan and Burma were represented by 
Mr. S. H. Koreshi and the Baha'i 
International Community by Mr. 
David M. Earl. 

European Pionoer 
Returns to Austra!ia 

Lillian Wyss arrived in Sydney on 
December 11 from Europe, where 
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;she has been assisting in the Euro
pean Teaching field for the last five 
years _ She wrote recently to the 
Guardian offering her services in 
any field and was directed by him to 
return to Australia and New Zealand 
to assist in the concluding phases of 
the Six Year Plan. 

BRITISH ISLES 

Youth-and Pioneering 

In England the Baha'i Youth are 
looking ahead to pioneering and 
thinking seriously of what this in
volves. To them it means "breaking 
new territory" and blazing a trail, 
with an element of loneliness. But 
the pioneer's aloneness becomes a 
source of strength, for it turns him 
to God, he rediscovers the power in 
prayer, and he grasps every oppor
tunity for making new friends among 
his fellow men. "He should set out 
as an explorer, dependent on none 
but God; fully equipped for self-suf
ficiency and ready for adventure. ,. 
He must be a secure and stable be
U1g~ and .fuus create a positve force 
which will attract people to him. 

GERMANY 

Freparing for the Global Crusade 
The Baha. tis of Germany and Aus

tria are drawing strength for the fuI-

filment of their Five Year Plan by 
uniting in prayer at nine o'clock the 
evening of the ninth day of each 
Baha'i month, as the Holy Year 
draws to its close. Those Baha'is who 
are .not living in a community or 
group are asked to unite in the pray~ 
ers that they may also experience 
that a Baha'i His never alone." 

Baha'i Schools were held during 
the past summer and fall in four 
different parts of Germany at dif
ferent times. Two Youth Schools 
were held in other cities, one in sum· 
mer and the other in the fall. 
In preparation for the coming Global 
Crusade the next Summer Schools 
will have ses sions for prepa ring pio
neer teachers. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Youth Activities in Colombia 

Barranquil1a, Colombia has a 
youth group which functions under 
the name of "Club do Amistad Uni~ 
versal" (Universal Friendship Club). 
It originated two years ago. Cali, 
Colombia-also has a youth group and 
these two social groups function un~ 
der the National Youth Committee 
which has its headquarters in Bo
gota, Colombia. 

International Summer School 
Sessions in February 
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The two International Summer 
Schools in South America will be in 
session during February. The session 
in Loncoche, Chile. will be from the 
5th to the 15th of February and the 
one in Ezeiza, Argentina, opens the 
14th and closes the 22nd. The plans 
made for these schools include many 
varied social activities besides the 
deepening classes and they are ex
pecting a record attendance. 

Institutes from Caracas 
to Punta Arenas 

A special publication of "Drama 
of Salvation," with additional rna· 
terial on the true believer and plans 
of the various National Assemblies 
especially prepared for us by Doro
thy Baker, Hand of the Cause) was 
sent to all of the Bahati Communities 
and Groups in South America for 
study in institutes held during the 
last two weeks of October of 1952. 

In Argentina the groups of Vicente 
Lopez, Lanus, Ezeiza and Eva 
Peron held the first two sessions 
separately. then joined with the 
Community of Buenos Aires for a 

The Rome, Italy Ba.ha'i Community welcomes two returning pilgrims, Mrs. Corinne True (bolding Greatest Name) and Dr. Kath
erine True. 
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The Fourth Swiss BaJu\'i TeachiDg Conference at Basel, Switzerland, November 22-23, 1952. 

final all.day session in the Interna
tional School at Ezeiza where each 
brought his picn{~ lunch. 

The two Communities of Lima and 
Callao, Peru, joined- -together for the 
institute, the first two classes being 
held in the Baha'i Center in Lima, 
and the third was combined with a 
lunch in the home of a believer in 
Callao. There were 48 people present 
at the lunch, and afterwards two 
guests from Lima asked to be ac
cepted into the Faith. 

Osorno and Santiago, Chile both 
had great interest and very good at
tendance at their institutes, and both 
Communities secured good newspa
per publicity about this course of 
study. Enthusiastic reports af. the 
institutes held in their commuriit,ies 
have been received also from AttUn
cion, Paraguay; La Paz, Bolivia; 
Barna, Brasil; Rio de Janeiro, Bra
sil; Montevideo, Uruguay; Punta 
Arenas, Chile; Caracas, Venezuela'; 
C ali and Bucaram anga, Colombia." 

THE FOURTH ALL-SWISS 
CONFERENCE 

The Fourth All-Swiss Conference 
which took place on November 22 
and 23, 1952 at the Baslerhof Hotel, 
Basel, proved another great spirit
ual experience for all of its partici-

pants. Inasmuch as Basel, situated 
in Northwest Switzerland, is the 
most important goal-city in our pres
ent Teaching and Extension Plan, it 
was chosen as the seat of our Con
ference. 

The opening session Saturday 
morning, was entirely spiritual in 
nature, serving to create an atmos
phere of marked unity which persist
ed during the entire Conference. All 
sessions were opened with music and 
prayers. 

The talks were kept brief, allow
ing plenty of time for consultation 
and lively disc~sion. with all 
Friends participaiing. Everything 
was well prepared, and the program 
whose features had been well 
worked out by the Regional Com
mittee could be carried through 
without interruption. A most har
monious spirit and a warm sense of 
fellowship pervaded both Conference 
Days. No doubt the prefatory 
prayers of all the Friends contribut
ed to the smooth functioning of the 
Conference and to its unity of spirit. 
In all humility let us gratefully 
recognize in Baha'u'llah the source
of all success. Through the presence. 
of His spirit, our Conference became.:' 
a heavenly Feast. Does not our be,.· 
loved Guardian stress again and 
again the necessity of prayer both 

before and during every undertaking 
for our Divine Cause? 

One of the most important Confer
ence themes, besides that concern
ing teaching activities, dealt with the 
establishment of the Italo.Swiss Na
tional Assembly in Florence. An ex
traordinary bounty was the presence 
of Dr. U go Giachery, who came all 
the way from Rome expressly to at
tend our Conference. His explana
tions were of particular value be
cause he could bring us firsthand 
the views of the Guardian. The ten
year World Crusade - this glorious 
universal p]an for the unfoldment of 
our Faith across the entire earth, 
impressed all Friends anew. We 
were made aware how great, how 
decisive are the tasks which lie be
fore us - made a ware of the degree 
of dedicated, self~sacrificing service 
expected from every Believer with
out exception. 

A valuable feature of the Confer
ence was, despite its material 
aspect, our community-dining. Many 
an interesting and inspiring conver
sation was set in motion and brought 
the Friends into closer association. 
We were happy indeed that several 
of the German Friends were pres
ent, demonstrating again that inner 
.PQnd Which lUlites our large, all-en
compassing Baha'i Family. 
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A most uplifting and solemn note 
at the Conference was the Memorial 
Service for Dagmar Dole, who re
cently passed away in Switzerland, 
where her earthly remains have 
found their resting place. This beau
tiful service with its prayers, tender 
music and sweet singing, stirred all 
hearts. We were one in the thought 
that our dear Pioneer is living in 
the exalted sphere of the spiritual 
Kingdom of God, about which 
Baha'u'llah has brought us such won
derful tidings. 

Our Public Meeting was planned 
for Sunday afternoon. Two talks 
were featured-one by Elsa Stein
metz, the other by Dr. Eugen 
Schmidt, Stuttgart. The Meeting was 
well attended and it is our hope that 
it will bear abundant fruit for Basel. 
After the program many pe9ple lin
gered, giving opportunity for inter
esting discussion and for imparting 
additional information concerning 
the Faith. 

Sunday evening most of the 
Friends were obliged to leave for 
home. But all were enthusiastic 
about the Conference; all were en
riched by and strengthened in our 
beloved Faith - filled with hope and 
confidence. Again and again over a 
long period their thoughts turned 
back to Basel. A beautiful spirit of 
accord enfolded the entire Confer-· 
ence and a confidence-inspiring 
power emanated from it. Glorious 
cooperation and the heartfelt wish of 
all to have a part in it, lead to an 
inner unity and revealed the grow
ing maturity of the individual and 

the deepening in the Faith of the 
en tire Swiss Community. 

We know, howev~r, that not 
through our own strength but only 
when we are pernjeated and sus
tained by the spirit of Baha'u'llab, 
will the hply office of Service lead 
us to our goal. '-": 

" F'titz- Sem'le, Sr., Chairman, 
Swrss RIlGJDNAL COMMlT'l'EE 

-+I~··------.~ .• ~----------<-

HIS UNFAtI;ING LIGHT , 
Dearly'-:-~ beloved friends r Though 

th~ tl!"'~'!l.~ Jong and arduous! yet the 
prlze';<RhiA;b the All-Bountlful Be
stoweff "ii~~- chosen to confer upon 
you is of such preciousness that nei
ther tQ!lgue nor pen can befittingly 
appraise it, Though the goal towards 
which you are now so strenuously 
striving . ...-be distant1 and as yet un
dis.clOsed to men's eyes, yet its 
promise lies firmly em bedded in the 
,a)J.thoritative and tmalterable utter
ances of Baha'u'llah. Though the 
course He has traced for you seems, 
at times, lost in the threatening 
s!1adows with which a stricken hu_ 
manity is now enveloped, yet the 
unfailing light He has caused to 
s"ine continually upon you is of such 
brightness that no earthly dusk can 
ever eclipse its splendor. Though 
small in numbers and circumscribed 
as yet in your experiences, powers, 
and resources, yet the Force which 
energizes your mission is limitless 
in its range and incalculable in its 
potency. Though the enemies which 
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every acceleration in the progress 
of your mission must raise up be 
fierce, numerous and unrelenting, 
yet the invisible Hosts which, if you 
persevere, must, as promised, rush 
forth to your aid, will, in the end, 
enable you to vanquish their hopes 
and annihilate their forces. Though 
the ultimate blessings that must 
crown the consummation of your 
mission be undoubted, and the Di
vine promises given you firm and 
irrevocable, yet the measure of the 
goodly reward which everyone of 
you is to reap must depend on the 
extent to which your daily exertions 
will have contributed to the expan
sion of that mission and the hasten
ing of its triumph. 
From The Advent oj Divine Justice 
-Shoghi Effendi 

NatloDal Ba!lA.'i Addresses 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Hoad, Wilmette, 
Illinoi~. 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
Make checks Payable to: 

N alional BaM'1 Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
UO Linden A venue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Rahi'l Summer School a.i Hyderabad, Sind~ Pakistan, November 2 -1%. 1952. 
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A Temple landscape view from the IJnden A venue-Sberidan Road approach taken in December. 1952. 

FAITH IN. ACTION 

Chicago, Illinois has had attention 
called to the imminent completion 
of the Bahll.' i House of Worship by 
a page of pictures and an accom
panying story in the Chicago Daily 
News Ul\Qe~ the heading, "A 100-
Year-Old.Dream Is About To Come 
True." 

The paper Israel Speaks has pub. 
lished an interview with Rul)iyyih 

~hanum in which the beauty of the 
Baha'i gardens on Mount Carmel is 
extolled. 

Anchorage, Alaska reports a pub
lic meeting at which members of 
the White, Negro, Oriental, and,Es:" 
kimo races were present;. Ha ,very· 
harmonious spirit manifested itself." 

Station WHEE at Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire has been using Words 
for the World. 

The Green Acre Program Com
mittee is preparing the calendar of 
events for the 1953 summer session 
and would appreciate hearing from 

anyone who would be interested in 
serving as physical education direc
tor. Swimming instruction and life
saving qualifications are necessary. 

A Portland, Oregon Baha'i took 
part on a radio broadcast over sta
tion KPOJ inaugurating a half-hour 
pub~~c service feature entitled, "The 
Jewish Life Program." 

Miami, Florida is drawing closer 
to . the worJd-wide activities of the 
Faith. A pioneer has recently re
turned from Brazil, and the Com
munity has formed a welcoming 
committee to meet Baha'is from 
other countries who will use Miami 
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as a port of entry when coming to 
the Inter-Continental Conference to 
be held in Wilmette. 

Butte, Montana Baha'is have rent~ 
ed a small areaway in the central 
portion of town. In it an illuminated 
poster proclaims the Baha tj Message 
24 hours a day. 

A joyous spirit of unity and re
sponse is reported by the Baha'is 
of West lIo]]ywood, California at the 
monthly "children's party" held by 
them with the Los Angeles com
munity. At the third party, held in 
December, 140 children and 100 
adults of diverse races and religions 
were present to enjoy the music and 
songs from around the world. Chil. 
dren took part in the reading of 
prayers from the Baha'i Faith and 
other religions for the children of 
other lands. 

The BaM'i News needs items to 
present a representative picture of 
activity at home and abroad. Won't 
you check to see that we are in
cluded on your mailing list for all 
area, regional, and local bulletins 
and news items? Especially needed 
are items recording activities that 
ref,,!e community efforts· toward "the 
World Crusade. 

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS 

House of Worship 

An interesting fireside or public 
meeting can be developed using the 
Temple as a teacher. You could pre
pare an illustrated talk based On 
the excellent compilation of materi
al on the architecture and construe· 
tion, and on the spiritual signifi
cance of the House of Worship which 
was compiled by the Jubilee Com
mittee~ with Temple slides for il
lustrations. Your Assembly may 
have a set of these slides. If not, 
they can be borrowed from the Re
gional Teaching Committee. 

Baha'i Youth Bulletin 

Do the youth in your community 
receive the BAHA'i YOUTH BULLETIN 

published by the National Youth 
Commitee? This bulletin is full of 
excellent suggestions and teaching 
material. It is of interest not only 
to the youth, but to all adult be
lievers as well. 

Friends in Other Cilies 

We can cooperate in teaching even 
though we live miles apart by shar
ing our contacts. Do you have a 
friend or acquaintance interested in 
the Faith who lives in another city 
or region? If so, notify the secretary 
of the Assembly there, or, if there 
is no Assembly, the secretary of the 
Regional Teaching Committee. 

Your letter or card should include 
answers to the following questions 
about each person you refer: What 
information does he (or she) have 
about the Faith? What Baha'i books 
has he read? What Baha'i meetings 
has he attended? What are his main 
interests? What is his religious back
ground'1 You can also include other 
facts which you consider pertinent. 

This information will help the sec
retary to make sure that your friend 
is invited to meetings or firesides 
which would seem to appeal particu
larly to him, and that he meets 
Baha'is most likely to have similar 
interests. 

-UNITED STATES NAnoNAL 

TEACHlNG COMMI'ITEE 

WORLD YOUTH DAY - 1953 

"Hope in a Troubled World" 

The topic for the 19th Annual 
World Youth day is "Hope in a 
Troubled World. This has been chos
en because the youth feel that it is 
important to tell people of this great 
new Faith in terms of its ability to 
solve the difficulties of the modern 
world. 

The youth make the following ap
peal to the Friends: 

"In the midst of the Intercontin
ental Conferences, while we are 
learning to think internationally and 
bending our efforts beyond the lim
itations of our national borders, we 
must all cooperate to make the com
ing World Youth Day a tremendous 
success." 

The Youth Committee in a recent 
supplement for the World Youth 
Day has outlined a suggested sym
posium consisting of two possible 
programs, a panel and follow-up 
meetings to keep contacts interested. 
They also discuss effective publicity 
methods and poster planning. 

For any information regarding 
World Youth Day write to the Na
tional Youth Committee, 12 Corte 
Nueva, Millbrae, California. 

Dawnbreakers by Nabil, new edi
tion, similar to previous edition 
containing all of original material: 
bound in green fabrikoid. stamped 
in gold. This volume is now on the 
press and will be available some_ 
time in February. Orders may be 
sent in now. Price $7.50 

Baha'i World, Volume XI, cover
ing period of 1946-1950, witnessing 
the beginning of work on the Shrine 
of the Bab. Bound in black fabri
koid, stamped in gold 

Price $12.50 net 
Baha'i Calendar - 1953 Jubilee 

Edition. Beautiful artist's drawing 
of the Baha'i House of Worship and 
Landscaping of Temple grounds, in 
three colors t black, green and red 
on white. Each $ .20 

25 for $4.50 

The Books of God Are ~qp'en ... By 
E. S. Campbell. New printed edition. 
Relating Biblical prophecies to the 
Coming of the Kingdom of God on 
Earth. With references. 5'hx8'h. 28-
pages with attractive colored paper 
cover. Per copy $.60; 10 copies $5.00. 

NEW PRICES. Please note the fol
lowing price increases, effective 
February 15, 1953: 

Hidden Words, (Bound in 
Fabrikoid) 
(Bound in grey paper) 

Maroon 
$1.25 

.75 
Baha'i World 

cloth) 
Faith-(Bound in 

$2.00 
The Publishing Committee has ac

qttired the following stock· of pam
phlets published a few years ago by 
the Public Relations Committee. 

The Reality of Brotherhood, 8xU" 
50 for $1.00 

On Industrial Justice, 8x11". 
50 lor $1.00 

A School of World Religion, 5x 
8lh" $.04 
A Baha'i Delaration of Human 

Obligations and Rights, a state· 
ment presented to the United 
Nations Human Rights Commis
sion. $.05 each, 30 for $1.00 

World Religion Leaflets, attractive 
red trimmed one page leaflet, 
8xll" $.01 each, 75 for $.50 
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Mem he1's of the National Spiritua.l Assembly of India. Pakistan and Burma and 
delegates to an IDter~Assernbly Conference at Panchgani, India. October, 1952. 

CALENDAR 

Intercalary Days 
Ayyam - i - Ha - February 
March 1 
Feasts: 
February 7-Mulk, Dominion 
March 2-'Ahi', Loftiness 
March 21-Bahil, Splendor 

26 to 

National Spiritual Assembly Meet, 
ings: 

February 7 & 8 
February 27, 28, March 1 

Waukegan, IlL, 
Wetherford to 
July 26, 1952 

Miss Kathryn June 
sgt. David W. Alley. 

Harvard, Mass., Miss Laura Pingree 
Brown to Mr. Robert B. Row, July 20, 
1952 

Peoria. Ill., Mjss Emm a Friederich to 
Mr . John Snider, October I, 1952 

Washington, D. C., Mrs. Eloyce Gist 10 
Mr, John W. Slaughter, December 17, 
1952 

Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Mary J. Ken
nedy to Mr. Walter F. Daley, Novem
ber 23, 1952 

Los Angeles. Calif .• Miss Caprice R. Cole 
to Mr. David W. Cowles, December 28, 
1952 

Death proffereth unto' every confident 
believer the cup that is lije indeed. It 
bestoweth joy and is the bearer oj glad
ness. It conferreth the gift of everlasting 
Ufe. 

-Bahil'u'llah 
Sylvia Dewey. Bakersfield, Calif. 

date not reported 
Mrs. Leta Brewer, Long Beach, Calif. 

November 12, 1952 

FEBRUARY, 1953 

Mrs. Mabel Prather, Phoenix, Ariz. 
July 2, 1952 

Mrs. Cora M. Jenkins, Bethesda, Ohio 
November 3, 1952 

Mrs. Florence Helmholt, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
December 1, 1952 

Mr. Harold Peter Bye, Washington, D.C. 
December 11, 1952 

Mr. Emerson A. Wilson. Tacoma, Wash. 
November 15, 1952 

Miss Eethel Bates, New York, N.Y . 
.Tune 1952 

Mr. Jacob J. Bettinger, East Orange, N . .1. 
December 3. 1952 

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS & 

CHANGES 

12-3,52 to 1-2-53 

Local Spiritual Assemblies: 
MONTCLAIR, NEW JERSEY 

Mrs. Catherine M, Healy, Sec'y. 
45 North Fullerton Ave. 

BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT 
Mrs. Janet R. Lindstrom, See'y. 
46 High St. 

BEVERLY HILLS JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Now known as West Hollywood 

Regional Te aching Committees: 
RTe of Okla., Ark. 

Mrs. Anne Davidson, Sec'y. 
fl36 East Park 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

National Committees 
BAHA'I WORLD EDITORIAL 
COMMI'ITEE, VOL, XIII 

Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, Chm. 
Mrs. O. H. Blackwell, Sec'y, 

256 Burns St., Forest Hills, 
New York 75, N.Y. 

Mr. Rafi Mottahedeh 
Dr. Genevieve Coy 
Mrs. Della Quinlan 
Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh 
Mrs. Annamarie Honnold 
Mr. Alai Kalantar 
Mrs. Ellen Sims 

SOUTHWESTERN AREA 
YOUTH COMMI'ITEE 

Miss Karin Hogberg, Sec·y. 
5540 Marburn Ave, 
Los Angeles 43, Calif, 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is throughout the United States, and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other rands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith in10rmed of international. national and local Baha'i developments, and serve as an organ for the distribu
bon of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Baha'i COWlcil, and the general announcements: pre
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands, Material is due in Wilmette on the ftrst day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1952-1953: Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
Managing Editor; Mr. William C. Henning, Miss Farrukh loas, Mrs. Ruth Jones, Miss Joan Lozier, Mr. Robert Maul. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette. 
Illinois, U.S.A. 
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THE GUARDIAN'S MESSAGE 

TO THE AFRICA INTERCONTINENTAL CONFERENCE 

To the Hands of the Cause, the 
Members of the National Spiritual 
Assemblies, the pioneers, the resi
dent believers and visitors attend
ing the African Intercontinental 
Teaching Conference in Kampala, 
Uganda. 

Well-beloved Friends: 
I hail with a joyous heart the 

convocation in the heart of the Afri
can continent of the first of the four 
Intercontinental Teaching Confer
ences constituting the highlights of 
the world wide celebrations of the 
Holy Year which commemorates the 
hundredth anniversary of the birth 
of the Mission of the Founder of our 
Faith. I welcome with open arms 
the unexpectedly large number of 
the representatives of the pure
hearted and the spiritually receptive 
Negro race, so dearly loved by 
'Abdu'l-Baha, for whose conversion 
to His Father's Faith He so deeply 
yearned and whose interests He so 
ardently championed in the course 
of His memorable visit to the North 
American continent. I am reminded 
on this historic occasion, of the sig
nificant words uttered by Baha'u'llah 
Himself, Who as attested by the Cen
ter of the Covenant. in His Writ
ings, "compared the colored people 
to the black pupil of the eye," 
through which "the light of the spirit 
shineth forth," I feel particularly 
gratified by the substantial partici
pation in this epoch-making Confer
ence of the members of a race dwell
ing in a continent which for the most 
part has retained its primitive sim
plicity and remained uncontami
nated by the evils of a gross, a ram
pant and cancerous materialism un
dermining the fabric of human 50-

ciety alike in the· East and in the 
West, eating into the vitals of the 
conflicting peoples and races inhab
iting the American, the European 
and the Asiatic continents, and alas 
threatening to engulf in one com
mon catastrophic convulsion the gen
erality of mankind. I acclaim the 
preponderance of the members of 
this same race at so significant a 
Conference, a phenomenon unprece
dented in the annals of Baha'i Con
ferences held during over a century, 
and auguring well for a correspond
ing multiplication in the number of 
the representatives of the yellow, 
the red and brown r aces of mankind 
dwelling respectively in the Far 
East, in the Far West and in the 
islands of the South Pacific Ocean, 
a multiplication designed ultimately 
to bring to a proper equipoise the 
divers ethnic elements comprised 
within the highly diversified world
embracing Baha'i Fel1owship. 

I feel moved, on this auspicious 
occasion, to pay a warm tribute to 
the elected representatives, as well 
as the members, of the British, the 
Persian, the American, the Egyp
tian and the Indian Baha'i Communi
ties which have participated, in pur
suance of their respective Plans, in 
the opening stage of a colossal teach
ing campaign, constituting a vital 
phase of the impending decade-long 
World Crusade, and aiming at the 
spiritual conquest of the entire Afri
can continent. I desire in particular 
to express to all those gathered at 
this Conference my feelings of abid
ing appreciation of the magnificent 
role played and of the remarkable 
prizes won, by the small band of 
Persian, British and American pic-

neers, in the course of the initial 
stage of this divinely propelled and 
mysteriously unfolding collective en
terprise, which has overshadowed 
both the Latin American and Euro
pean teaching campaigns launched 
in recent years, which is destined 
to exert an incalculable influence on 
the fortunes of the Faith throughout 
the world, and which may well have 
far-reaching repercussions among 
the two chief races dwelling in the 
North American continent. 

To the American Baha'i Commu
nity, the chief executor of ~Abdu'l
Saha' j s Divine Plan; to the British 
Baha'i Community, destined to play 
in future decades a predominating 
role in opening to the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah not only the British Ter
ritories throughout the African con
tinent, but the divers Dependencies 
of the British Crown scattered on 
the surface of the globe; to the Per
sian Baha'i Community, at once the 
most venerable and most consist
ently persecuted among its sister 
communities in both the East and 
the West; to the Egyptian Baha'i 
Community that may well boast of 
having erected in that continent the 
first pillar of the Universal House of 
Justice; to the Indian Baha'i Com
munity, fated to contribute, to a 
marked degree, to the spiritual 
quickening of the Indians constitut
ing a notable element of the popula
tion of Africa-to these Communities 
I feel I must acknowledge my deep 
sense of thankfulness for the stren
uous efforts exerted by their pio
neers to raise aloft the standard of 
the Faith in the territories allocated 
to them in Liberja, Uganda, Tan
ganyika, the Gold Coast, Kenya, 80-
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maliland, Nyasaland, Northern Rho
desia, Libya, Algeria, Zanzibar and 
Madagascar. To others who, though 
not following the fixed pattern of the 
Plan initiated for the present Afri
can campaign, have arisen to intro
duce the Faith in the Territories of 
Sierra Leone. Angola, Mozambique 
and Southern Rhodesia I feel, more
over, a debt of gratitude is due for 
their sha re in extending the range 
of Baha'i pioneer activity in that 
continent. 

The hour is indeed propitious, as 
the climax of the world wide re
joicings signalizing the Holy Year 
approaches, for the National Spirit
ual Assemblies of these same Com
munities to gird up their loins t in 
collaboration with the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
'Iraq, in a supreme effort to la unch, 
on the morrow of this fateful Con
ference, that phase of the ten year 
Crusade which, God willing, will cul
minate in the introduction of our 
glorious Faith in all the remaining 
territories of that vast continent as 
well as the chief neighboring islands 
lying in the Indian and the Atlantic 
Oceans. The decade on whose thresh
old thf"Y no~ stand must, circum
stances permitting, witness: First, 
the erection of three additional pil
lars within the confines of that con
tinent and its neighboring islands, 
designed to support, together with 
no less than forty five other Na
tional Spi ritual Assemblies to be es
tablished in other parts of the world, 
the final unit in the erection of the 
Administrative Order of the Faith 
of Baha'u'Uah, namely: The National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Central and East Africa, to be 
formed under the aegis of the N a
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the British Isles, with 
its seat in Kampala; the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Bah.a'is of 
South and West Africa, to be formed 
under the aegis of the N a tiona I 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the United States of America, with 
its seat in Johannesburg; the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Saha'is of North West Africa, to be 
formed under the aegis of the N a
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Egypt and Sudan, with its 
seat in Tunis. Second., the initial pur
chase of land for the future construc
tion of three Ma~briqu'l-A®kars, 

one in Cairo, one in Kampala and 
one in Johannesburg, situated re-

spectively m the north, the heart and 
the south of the African continent. 

Third, the opening of the following 
thirty three virgin territories and 
islands: Cape Verde Is., Canary Is., 
French Somaliland, French Togo
land, Mauritius, Northenl Territories 
Protectorate, Portuguese Guinea 
Reunion 1., Spanish Guinea, St. Hel~ 
ena, and St. Thomas L, assigned to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States of 
America; Ashanti Protectorate, Bas
utoland, Bechuanaland, Italian So
maliland, Southern Rhodesia and 
Swaziland assigned to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Persia; French Equatorial Africa. 
French West Africa, Morocco (Int. 
Zone), Rio de Oro, Spanish Morocco 
and Spanish Sahara assigned to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Egypt and Sudan; Com oro 
Is., French Cameroons, Gambia 
Ruanda-Urundi and Socotra I. as~ 
signed to the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of India. 
Pakistan and Burma; the British 
Cameroons, British Togoland, Ma
deira and South West Africa, as
signed to the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of the British 
Isles; and Seychelles Is. assigned to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'IS of 'Iraq. Fourth, the 
translation and publication of Baha'i 
literature in the following thirty-one 
languages to be Wldertaken by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the British Isles: Accra, 
Afrikaans, Aladian, Ashanti, Banu, 
Bemba, Bua, Chuana, Gio, Gu, Jieng, 
Jolof, Kuamyama, Krongo, Kroo, Lu
imbi, Malagasy, Nubian, Pedi. Popo, 
Ronga, Sena, Shilha, Shona, Sobo, 
Suta, Wongo, Xosa, Yalunka, Yao , 
and Zl)lu. Fifth, the consolidation of 
the twenty~four following territories 
already opened to t!"e Faith in the 
African continent: Angola, Belgian 
Congo, Gold Coast, Kenya, Nigeria. 
Sierra Leone, Tanganyika, Uganda 
and Zululand, allocated to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the British Isles; Abys
sinia, Algeria, Eritrea, Libya, 
French Morocco, Somaliland, Sudan 
and Tunisia, allocated to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Egypt and Sudan; Madagascar, Mo
zambique and Zanzibar, allocated to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of India, Pakistan and 
Burma; Northern Rhodesia and Ny
asaland, allocated to the National 
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Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Persia; Liberia and South Africa 
allocated to the National SPirituai 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
United States of America. Sixth, the 
es.ta,?lishment, circumstances per
mIttmg, of a National Baha'i Court 
in the capital city of Egypt the 
recognized center of both the Isiamic 
and Arab worlds officially empow
ered to apply, in matters of personal 
status. the Laws and Ordinances re
vealed in the Kitab-i-Aqdas, the 
Mother-Book of the Baha'i Revela
tion. Seventh, the incorporation of 
the three above - mentioned Re
gional National Spiritual -Assem
blies. Eighth, the establishment by 
those same National Spiritual As
semblies of National Baha'i Endow~ 
ments. Ninth, the establishment of a 
Nation~l ~a?=iratu'l-Quds in Johan
nes burg and one in Tunis and the 
conversion into a similar institution 
of the local I:la~iratu'l-Quds of Kam
pala. Tenth, the formation of a Na
tional Bah,,'i Publishing Trust in 
Cairo. Eleventh, the formation of an 
Israel Branch of the National Spirit
ual Assembly of the Baha'is of Egypt 
and Sudan, authorized to hold, on 
behalf of its parent institution, prop
erty dedicated to the Holy Shrines 
at the World Center of the Faith in 
the State of Israel. Twelfth, the ap
pointment, during Ri<;lvan 1954, by 
the Hand of the Cause in Africa, of 
an auxi1iary Board of nine members 
who will, in conjunction with the six 
National Spiritual Assemblies partic
ipating in the African Campaign, as
sist, through periodic and systematic 
visits to Baha'i Centers, in the effi
cient and prompt execution of the 
Plans formulated for the prosecu
tion of the teaching campaign in the 
African continent. 

May the six aforementioned Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies, aided by 
the Hand of the Cause appointed in 
that continent, and the auxiliary 
Board to be chosen by him. and SUD

ported by the national committe~s 
and sub~committees to be formed in 
due course, and reinforced by the 
constant and energetic efforts of an 
ever-swelling number of pioneers, 
whether settlers or itinerant teach
ers, and assisted by the whole
hearted collaboration of the indigen. 
OllS lJelievc-rs in all localities, be 
spiritually welded into a unit at once 
dynamic and coherent, and be suf
fused with the creative, the directing 
and propelling forces proceeding 
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Photos showing detail of the Shrine of the Bab. At right js the Greatest Name in the ('entrat panel of the parapet on the front of 
the Shrine. 

from the Source of the Revelation 
Himself, and be made, as the pro
jected campaign unfolds. the vehicle 
of His grace from on High, and 
prove themselves worthy and -effec~ 
tive instruments for the execution 
and ultimate consummation of one 
of the most thrilling and far-reach
ing enterprises W1dertaken in the 
Formative Age of the Faith and con
stituting one of the noblest phases 
of the most g1orious Crusade ever 
launched in the course of Baha'i his
tory for the systematic propagation 
of the Cause of Bahit'u'llith over the 
surface of the entire planet. 

-SHOGHI 

CONMEttTARY, NATIONAl.. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
The first of the four rnterconti~ 

nental Conferences was held at Kam
pala, Uganda, from February 12 to 
18, 1953. 

The Guardian's Message. pub
lished above, was read to the a t
tendants by Leroy loas, Hand of 
the Cause, and the Guardian's rep
resentative. In this letter we have 
the fundamentals of the Ten Year 
Crusade as planned by Shoghi Ef
fendi for the African Continent and 
adj acent islands. It inaugurates the 

mighty Crusade. 
Every Baha'i on earth has a re

sponsibility for contributing to this 
Crusade. and a glorious opportunity 
to consecrate his life to this vital 
stage in the unfoldment of the Divine 
Plan. 

The believers in each of the six 
National Spiritual Assemblies to 
which specific African areas are as
signed will give particular and 
prayerful attention to their own col
lective share of the great enterprise, 
and ponder how they may serve, 
whether by pioneering, by deputiz
i ng a pioneer, or in other ways, 

The Conference proceedings will 
be reported by the British National 
Spiritual Assembly, which spon
sored the Conference. The specific 
plans adopted by the National Spir
itual Assembly of the United States 
will be reported to the American be
lievers at a later date. 

What we have to consider here is 
the grandeur of the Guardian's Plan, 
the immensity of the field, the neces
sity of success in achieving the goals, 
and the great extension of intimate 
cooperation and fellowship estab
lished by the Plan for the six par
ticipating National Spiritual Assem
blies. Our first task is to understand 
the Message; our second task is to 
pray for consecration, and our third 
is to arise in action in some way 
corresponding to our personal capac-

ity and condition. 
For American Baha'is, other 

teaching areas will be defined as re
sponsibilities of the United States in 
the Guardian's Mes-sage to the AlI
America Conference, the European 
Conference, and the last of the four 
Intercontinental Conferences, to be 
held at New Delhi, India I in October. 

What has been launched at Kam
pala is a World Crusade not merely 
exceeding anything ever a ttem pted 
by Baha'is, but also exceeding any 
spiritual undertaking ever carried 
out in the past history of religion. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

RAPID PROGRESS OF THE 
TWIN SACRED UNDERTAKINGS 
Eve convocation (of) history making, 
long eagerly anticipated African In
ter-Continental Conference share 
(with) communities Babit 'j World 
(the) joyous news (of the) rapid 
progress (of the) twin sacred under
takings launched (on the) Mountain 
(of) God (and the) Holy Plain (of) 
'Akka destined (to) culminate (in 
the) erection (of) worthy sepulchers 
(of the) Herald, (and) Author (of the) 
Bahit'i Revelation, Stop. World wide 
celebrations (of the) Holy Year in
augurated last October (are) height
ened (nuring) course present month 
through (the) holding (of the) epoch 
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making gathering, (and) moving 
steadily towards climax (during) ap
proaching Rigviin festivities (and) 
greatly enhanced (by the) latest de
velopments (of the) institutions (at 
the) World Center (of the) Faith. 
Stop. Construction third unit (of the) 
Bab's Shrine (is) terminated syn
chronizing (with the) safe arrival (at 
the) port (of) Haifa (of the) last 
consignment (of) stones ordered (in) 
Italy totaling over thirteen hundred 
tons. Stop. First section (of the) 
brim (of the) dome, constituting (the) 
base (of the) topmost tier (of the) 
triple crown (of the) majestic edifice 
(has been) erected heralding (the) 
placing (during) Rigviln period (of) 
tiles as well as construction (of) ribs 
(of the) golden dome. Stop. (The) 
landscaping in; tia ted (at the) incep
tion (of the) Holy Year (of) thirteen 
thousand square meter area im-, 
mediately surrounding (the) Qiblih 
(of the) Baha'i World, involving ex
tension (of) its outer sanctuary, 
to be designated henceforth (as the) 
Harami-Aqdas, (is) virtually con
cluded, paving (the) way. sl,lccessive
ly (for the) embellishment (and) 
extensive illumination (of the) entire 
area (and) erection stately portals, 
presaging (the) rearing (at a) future 
date (of a) magnificent Mausoleum 
(in) its heart. Stop. (The) striking 
enhancement (of the) beauty (and) 
stateliness (of the) most holy spot 
(In the) Baha'i World, constitutes (a) 
befitting tribute (to the) memory (of 
the) Founder (of the)Faith, within 
(the) hallowed area adjacent (to) 
His resting place (on the) occasion 
(of the) Centenary Celebrations (of 
the) birth (of) His glorious Mission. 

-SHoom 

February 9, 1953. 

COMMENTARY: NA.TIONAL SPIRITUAl.. AssEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
The Guardian's cable of Febru

ary 9 was presented at the Africa 
In tercon tinental Conference held in 
Kampala by Leroy Ioas, Hand of the 
Cause, in his capacity of the Guard
ian's representative. 

Shoghi Effendi's report of progress 
of the Htwin sacred undertakings" 
he has launched "on the Motmtain 
of God" at the World Center will be 
acclaimed as one more evidence of 
the rapid development of the Shrines 
and institutions at Haifa and 'Akka 
which symbolize the potent emana
tions of the Spirit of Baha'u'llah in 
these days. They are the tokens of 
our ultimate victory in the World 

Crusade, and as such inspire in all 
Baha'is a profound reverence and 
joy. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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AMERICAN BAHA'IS INVITED 
TO ATTEND 
INTERCONTINENTAL 
CONFERENCE IN STOCKHOLM 

The European Teaching Commit
tee, as the appointed Convenor of the 
Third Intercontinental Baha'i Teach
ing Conference, joyously extends to 
all of the believers in the United 
States a warm and cordial invitation 
to attend this historic gathering to 
be held in Stockholm, Sweden begin
ning with an Informal Reception 
Tuesday evening, July 21 and ex
tending through Sunday afternoon, 
July 26. 

The four Intercontinental Baha'i 
Teaching Conferences, marking the 
"inauguration . , . of the intercon
tinental stage in the administrative 
evolution of the Faith", have been 
called by our beloved Guardian to 
launch the Ten Year Global Teach
ing Campaign, destined to establish 
the Cause of Baha'u'lliih throughout 
this planet. The friends gathered at 
Stockholm in the third of these Con
ferences will share the great privi
lege and bounty of meeting with be
lievers from all parts of the Baha'i 
World and of participating in the 
deliberations of plans designed to 
carry out the tasks, specifically as
signed by our Guardian as Europe's 
part in this glorious spiritual Cru
sade. 

The members of the European 
Teaching Committee are gratefully 
and humbly aware of the bounty and 
privilege bestowed upon them in 
serving as your hosts and in welcom
ing you to this moment01.~s occasion. 

Housing Accommodations 
The housing arrangements which 

have been made include rooms in 
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Youth "Hostels", in the Domus or 
Student Hotel and in the Hotel Mal
men, ranging in price from $1.00 to 
$4.50 per day (without meals). Any 
one contemplating attending the Con
ference should write immediately to; 

:Miss Honor Kempton 
37 Quai Wilson 
Geneva, Switzerland 

If definite reservation is desired, 
please designate which of the three 
categories of accommodation you 
desire. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

LETTER FROM HAIFA 
DEFINES "AGES" 
AND "EPOCHS" 

In a letter dated January 18, 1953, 
written on behalf of the Guardian by 
Leroy loas, Assistant Secretary, the 

. terms "ageU and Hepoch" as used 
by the Guardian are deftned. 

"The Faith is divided into three 
Ages, the Heroic. the Formative, the 
Golden Age, as has been outlined in 
his writings. The Heroic Age closed 
with the Ascension of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
The Formative Age is divided into 
epochs. The first epoch lasted 25 
years. We are now actually in the 
second epoch of the Formative Age. 
How long the Formative Age will 
last is not known - and there will 
probably be a number of epochs in 
it. 

"The Divine Plan of 'Abdu'l-Bahit 
is divided into epochs. The first Sev
en Year Plan constituted the first 
stage of the first epoch; the second 
Seven Year Plan constitutes the sec
ond stage; while the ten year Cru
sade will constitute the third stage 
of the first epoch of the Divine Plan. 
The first epoch of the Divine Plan 
will conclude with the conclusion of 
the tell year Crusade." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

THE GREATEST NAME AND 
PICTURES OF 'ABDU'L-BAHA 
IN GROUP PHOTOGRAPHS 

The friends will be very happy to 
learn that .in a letter written on be
half of the Guardian, believers are 
informed about the proper position 
for the Greatest Name and for the 
picture of 'Abdu'l-Baha when they 
are used in group photographs. 

"It is quite important that the 
Greatest Name or a picture of 
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'Abdu'I-Baha be placed in a dignified 
position. They should not be placed 
on the floor nor 1 on the other hand, 
should they be held above the heads 
of the people in the photograph. It 
would seem that the proper position 
would be for them to be held a bout 
chest height." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

MEMORIAL ARTICLE 
ON LOUIS G. GREGORY 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
requested Miss Elsie Austin to pre
pare a memorial on Louis G. Gregory 
for publication in Baha'i News. Cop
ies were provided for the Intercon
tinental Conference in Kampala on 
account of the Guardian's associa
tion of this Hand of the Cause with 
the Faith in Africa. 
Acknow~edgment is made to Mrs. 

Mariam Haney and Mr. Harlan Ober 
for their contribution of information 
about Mr. Gregory's life and Baha'i 
career. 
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CORRECTIONS IN 
GUARDIAN'S CABLES 

Cable dated Oct. 14: "construction 
(of) ribs (of) drum (and) brim (of) 
lantern (of) dome" should read: 
"construction (of) drum (and) ribs, 
(and) brim (and) lantern (of) 
dome." 

Cable dated November 12: "who 
placed (a) residence" should be 
"who placed (his) residence." 

NaUoDal Babi'i Addresses 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
lllinois. 
Make checks Payable to: 

National Baha'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Dlinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
lllinois. 

ISRAELI BROADCAST 
DESCRIBES SHRINE 
AND GARDENS 

The English section of the Israeli 
broadcasting station "Kol Zion" re
corded an interview in the gardens 
of the Shrine of the Bab and broad
cast this by short wave December 29. 

At the opening of the broadcast the 
announcer explained that Israel was 
not only the home of Judaism, Chris
tiani ty, and Islam, but of a fourth re
ligion, the Baha'i Faith. He then ask
ed Rul:liyyih Khanum for some ex
planatory remarks. She briefiy 
sketched the various exiles of Baha
'u'llah and His arrival in 'Akka. She 
said that the creation of world peace 
was the Baha'i objective, and enu
merated the principles designed to 
attain this end. She explained how 
Baha'is work through elected local 
and national bodies and that Shoghi 
Effendi Rabbani will head our inter
national body. It is the desire of all 
Baha'is, she said, to come here as 
pilgrims to meet their world leader 
face to face. 

The next part of the broad
cast came from the gardens imme
diately in front of the Shrine. The an
nouncer asked Leroy loas a number 
of questions about the gardens and 
the Shrine of the Bab. In the con
cluding part R Ui)iyyih Khitnum 
talked briefly of the life of the Ba b 
and His martyrdom, how His re
mains were hidden in place after 
place before being brought here for 
interment. 

This broadcast is another impres
sive evidence of the growing recog
nition of the Faith. 

-NA'IION.IU. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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LOUHELEN SUMMER SCHOOL 
"World Crusade" Program Theme 
"The World Embracing Spiritual 

Crusade", will be the general theme 
of the 1953 summer sessions at Lou
helen Baha'i School. In addition to 
courses on basic Baha'i Writings, and 
special subjects, there will be week
end program units on such themes 
as United Nations, Israel, Africa, 
Baha'i Geography and Family Rela
tions. A tentative outline of Louhelen 
sessions follows: 
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JUNIOR YOUTH SESSION I July 5-
July 11 

Subjects: Baha'i History, Com
parative Religion, Living the 
Life, Crafts, and Recreation. 

JUNIOR YOUTH SESSION II July 
12..J'uly 18 

Subjects: Baha'i History, Com
parative Religion, Living the 
Life, Crafts, and Recreation. 
Continuation of courses begun 
in Junior Youth Session L) 

WEEK-END PROGRAM July 18-19 
Subject: The New Africa, Matthew 

Bullock - Chairman. 
GENERAL SESSION I July 19-July 
25 

Subjects; Gleanings, This Earth 
One Country, and The Dynamics 
of Prayer. 

WEEK-END PROGRAM July 25-26 
Subject: The New Israel. 

GENERAL SESSION II July 26-Au
gust 8 

Laboratory session including 
courses on Dawnbreakers, Com
parative Religion, Baha'i Geog
raphy and the Guardian's Let
ters. 

WEEK-END PROGRAM August 2-3 
Subject: Family Relations 

·WEEK-END PROGRAM August 8-9 
Subject: The United Nations 

GENERAL SESSION III August 9-
August 15 

Subjects: God Passes By, part I; 
The Baha'i World Faith, part I; 
and a special course on Islam. 

WEEK-END PROGRAM August 15-
16. 

Subject: Baha'i Geography 
GENERAL SESSION IV August 16-
August 22 

Subjects: God Passes By, part II; 
Bah"i World Faith, part II; and 
a special course on Baha'i Ad
ministration. 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SESSION Au
gust 23-Septem ber 5 

Subjects: Keys to Pioneering, 
Baha'u'llah's Book of Certitude, 
and Some Answered Questions. 
(This is a two-week session for 
youth and adults, ages 15 
and up.) 

WEEK-END PROGRAMS 
Week-end programs will be har

monized with youth and family 
needs. The session will culminate 
with Homecoming the week-end 
of September 5-6. 
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Jubilee Year 
AMERICAN NATIONAL JUBILEE PROGRAM ANNOUNCED 

This issue of Baha/i News presents the first detailed announcement of all the events. which 
are part of our National Jubilee Celebration. The program as it has been finally developed 
should prove to be a rich and deeply inspiring experience to all privileged to attend. 

Of the eight days during which the events are scheduled, the friends will note that the first 
three days: are devoted to the Annual Convention, including the Ric;tvan Feast and a meeting 
in the Temple Auditorium commemorating the Master's visit to the Temple grounds May 1, 
1912. The fourth day is devoted to the Dedication of the House of Worship - the great public 
event which will inaugurate public Baha'i worship in the United States of America. That eve
ning the Sacred Gilt being sent by the Guardian will be unveiled for the attendant Baha'is. The 
final four days are set aside for the Second Intercontinental Conference of this Jubilee Year. 

A further study of the program will show that the first and alternate evenings are Public 
Meetings for the proclamation of the Faith. Further details of these meetings and of the com
memorative and dedication services will be announced later. 

The National Assembly is aware that this program is more than an Annual Convention, 
a Temple Dedication, and an Intercontinental Conference, evpn though these are the three 
chief divisions of events. 

Our National Jubilee is the entrance into conscious, mature, world responsibility in the 
unfoldment of the Faith of Baha.'u'll<ili. The full spiritual impact we may not see for some 
years. 

We are grateful that the Guardian is sending his personal representative, Amatu'l-Baha. 
We will come as pilgrims, joyous and eager for that larger vision that will enab1e us to be
come "the quickeners of mankind. u 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSDlBLY 

JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
Chicago and Wilmette, lilinois, April 29-May 6, 1953 

NATIONAL CONVENTION April 29.May 1 
Wednesday, April 29 

9:30-12:00 Noon 
2:00-5:30 P.M. 
8:00P.M. 

Thursday, April 30 
9:30-12:00 Noon 
2:00-5:30 P.M. 
8:00 P.M. 

Friday, May 1 
. 9 :30-12:00 Noon 

3:00 P.M. 

8:00P.M. 

National Convention 
National Convention 
Public Meeting 

National Convention 
National Convention 
Ri(ivan Feast 

National Convention 
Meeting for Baha'is only. 

Commemoration of the visit of 'Abdu'I-Baha to the Temple grounds 
on May I, 1912. (Temple Auditorium, Wilmette). 

There "Will be an exhibit of archives material associated with the 
three central Figures of the Faith following this meeting. 

Public Meeting on the Temple. (Gymnasium, New Trier High School, 
Winnetka). 

DEDICATION OF THE HOUSE OF WORSHIP May 2 

Saturday, May 2 
2:00 P.M. 

7:30 P.M. 

Public Dedication of the Temple. (Temple Auditorium, Wilmette). 
(The exact program will be repeated until all Baha'is and visitors 

have been accommodated). 
Unveiling to Baha'is only, the Sacred Gift sent by the Guardian. 

(Temple Auditorium, Wilmette). 
(Opportunity -will be given for all Baha'is attending to view the 

Sacred Gift). 
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SECOND INTER • CONTINENTAL BAHA'I CONFERENCE May 3·6 

Sunday, May 3 

9 :30-12 :00 Noon 

2:00-4:30 P.M. 

8:00P.M. 

Monday, May 4 

9:30-12 :00 Noon 

2 :00-4 :30 P.M. 

8:00 P.M. 

Tuesday, May 5 

9:30-12:00 Noon 

2:00-4:30 P.M. 

8:00P.M. 

Wednesday, May 6 

9:30-12:00 Noon 

2:00-4:30 P.M. 

7:30 P.M. 

.opening of the Conference 
Message of the Guardian to the Conference. 

Presentation of the Hands 
Amatu'l-Baha RiiJ::liyyih Khimum 

of the Cause of God and Members of the 
International Council. 

Rol! Cal! (By countries) 
Greetings from the Baha'i World Community_ 
Character and Purpose of the Global Crusade. 

Haifa, the Focal Center of the Plan. 
Discussion of the Goals to be Won. 
Public Meeting 

Surveys of the New Areas. 
How to Open New Territories. 
Consul ta tion. 
Helpful Pioneer Experiences. 

Canada 
United States 
Latin America 
Europe 
Africa 

Consultation, 
Address to the Believers. 

To be followed b:~r reception. 

Reaching the Aborigines. 
Languages and Literature. 
Youth in the World Crusade. 
Significance of the Year Nine 
Heroic Age of the Faith. 

Dawnbreakers of the Bah. 
Heroes of the Lord of Hosts. 
The Incomparable l\iaster. 

The World Center Today. 
Public Meeting 

First Steps to Action. 
Volunteering for the Task. 
Arousing Our Communities. 
Consultation. 

Amatu'l-Baha RuI.>iyyih !Q>anum 
Amelia Collins 

Amalu'I-Bah';' RUJ.>iyyih Khitnum 

Shu'a u'llah 'Ala'i 

Tarfl?;u'llab Samandari 
Dhikru'llah Khadim 

Valiyu'llah Varqa 
'Ali-Akbar Furutan 

Open Consultation. 
World Order Unfolds 
Mount Your Steeds t 

George Townshend and Horace Holley 
Amatu'l-Baha Ruqiyyih Khanum 

Fellowship Evening 
Farewell Program. 

A period of devotions will precede all sessions of the Convention and Intercontinental 
Conference at 9:00 A.M. 

All events listed are at the Medinah Temple in Chicago, except where otherwise designated. 
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AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

Summer Schools 

The Yerrinbool Summer School 
was held at Bolton Place, Yerrinbool, 
Australia from January 1st to Janu. 
ary 11th, 1953. The Hyde Dunn S~hool 
.in New Zealand met from December 
27th, 1952 to January 10th, 1953. 

Preliminary reports of these 
Jubilee Year Summer Schools indi
cate that the sessions were the best 
ever held from a rna terial and spir
itual sense. The average attendance 
at Hyde Dwm School was over 
thirty-five people. Yerrinbool attend
ants reported particularly happy and 
dynamic sessions. 

Shortly after the summer school 
sessions World Religion Day was ob
served in Australia and New Zealand 
on February 8th. 

CANADA 
National Haziratu'I-Quds 

The Guardian called upon the Ca
nadian Nationa1 Assembly to estab
lish a national I;Ia~iratu'l..Quds in 
February. 1952. In one of his mes
sages he stated, ••.. , effort must 
... be exerted for the establishment 
of an institution which, though not 
an integral part of the (five year) 
Plan, formulated for that commu
nity, is none the less regarded as in
dispensable owing to its emergence 
into an independent existence. and 
the necessity of its following the lead 
of its sister communities in East and 
West, which have, at various stages 
in their development, adopted this 
vital measure for the consolidation 
of their national institutions and the 
raising of the prestige of the Faith 
in their respective countries." 

The I:Ia?ira has recently been pur
chased in Toronto, Ontario, It is a 
beautiful three story stone and brick 
residence standing on a large prop
erty of a dignified area in the heart 
of Toronto. 

The Canadian Baha'i News carried 
the folJowing picturesque editorial: 

"If you go west along Bloor Street, 
in Toronto, past Yonge and Bay-an 
area rapidly becoming the shopping 
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The National Haziratu'l-Quds of ea.nad .. , in Toronto. 

center of the city-past Avenue Road 
and Varsity Stadium, you come to 
St. George Street. Turn up this pleas
ant, tree-lined thoroughfare and go 
north 2. short block-and-a-half and 
you wi]] be standing opposite num
ber 18H. It is a substantial, three
story hrick house separated from the 
sidewalk by a wide lawn. If you walk 

up the path to the large stone, pil
lared porch and pass through the 
double front doors, you will find 
yourself in a large hall, comfortably 
furnished: with a polished oak stair
way set off to one side. 

"You are now standing in the cen
ter of a house that, at present, is the 
house of many different people, car-
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rying out their affairs in its sixteen 
rooms. And yet, you can still feel the 
atmosphere of the time when only 
one family lived here, a quieter and 
more gracious era at the turn of the 
century. As you stand in this reverie 
you begin to wonder how it will look 
next year when skilled tradesmen 
start making changes. That big room 
on the south side-the one with the 
bay window in the corner. looking out 
on thf street-how will that look par
titioned and furnished as two up-to
date offices? Or the one behind it 
that looks out over the big garden at 
the back? Then. upstairs where those 
walls are to come out to make an as
sembly hall. How will that look? 

uDecorating problems and ques
tions race through your mind as you 
go up to the top floor. The front room 
-hmm' Visitor perhaps? Then this 
huge room next to it with the bay 
window and the big fireplace. Ob
viously the living room. Yes-fire
sides! And you can almost see the 
people gathered around the hearth
listening and asking. Then down the 
passage-bedroom--bedroom-kitch
en and bathroom. Yes, everything 
would be just right. 

"Perhaps it is as you go down to 
the hall again, as you tread that 
polished hardwood, that the realiza
tion dawns. The concept of what this 
house is to become. Once again it 
will be the home of one family-the 
Baha'l family of Canada. Here is a 
building with quiet dignity that 
would be fitting for such a purpose. 
The space for offices, a panelled li
brary, an assembly room big enough 
for two hundred people, a home for 
a caretaker, and space for visitors 
from clistant places. Here is the hub 
of the Baha'i Administration of Can
ada, here is a pillar of the future 
world order. here is our new I:Ia~ir
atu'l-Quds. 

"As you leave 188 and walk down 
St. George, turn and look back from 
under the trees. Perhaps you will see 
just another three-story house---or 
maybe you will see more than that. 
Perhaps you will see a foundation 
stone in the World Order of Baha
'u'lhlh, a piece of solid proof that this 
administration is a living fact-not 
just a vision in a book. That is what 
I saw: the Canadian Bahati Commu
nity taking a mature step towards 
World Order, and I hope that you 
will come and see it too." 

The Guardian has pointed out that 

the significance of this Edifice is not 
only national in scope, but interna
tional as well. It will, he says, serve 
further to link five continents in a 
chain of Baha'i National Institutions 
and thus enhance the growing pres
tige of our F ai th around the world. 
And finally, he points out, that the 
discharge of the responsibility to es
tablish the 1;Ia~iratu'I-Quds will ·'con
stitute a befitting contribution by one 
of the youngest national commtulities 
in the Baha'i world to the world-wide 
celebrations that are to commem
orate the centenary of the birth of 
Baha'u'llah's mission and parallel 
the termination of the fifty-year-old 
enterprise of the first Ma~b.riqu'l
A<fukar of the West, and its official 
opening for public Baha'i worship. 't 

CENTRAL AMERICA 
Annual Convention 

In order to give as many Central 
American Baha'is as possible the 
chance to attend the Third Annual 
Convention of the Baha'is of Central 
America and to go on from there to 
tlle ·All-America Intercontinental 
Conference in Chicago, the National 
Assembly named Havana, Cuba, as 
the site of the Convention. Because 
of the central location of Havana 
midway between the Central Ameri
can countries and the Islands of the 
Antilles, an unusually good attend
ance is an tici pa ted. 

T eachi n9 Activities 
The Spanish National Teaching 

Committee has already beglUl to put 
into effect an extensive teaching 
campaign by mail consisting of four 
introductory leaflets designed to 
awaken interest in the Faith amongst 
non-Baha'is in all cities and towns of 
the Spanish-speaking area. 

The English National Teaching 
Committee reports that as a result 
of the recent Institutes for Preparing 
Teachers, twenty-three believers 
from the English and French-speak
ing areas offered their services, ei
ther for local teaching or for teaching 
in other countries of the area. Six 
offers were received from Kingston, 
Jamaica, six from Port Antonio, Ja
ma'ica, and seven from Port-au
Prince, Haiti. 

Effort to Achieve Goals 
Every effort is being made dur-
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ing these last few months before 
Ri<;!van of 1953 to fulfill the three 
basic goals laid down by the 
Guardian in his message to the first 
Central American Convention in 1951 
and the later specific goals for in
dividual Communities set by the Na
tional Assembly. Ri<;!van of 1953 
marks the "coming of age" of the 
youthful National Assembly of Cen
tral America which has, for the first 
two years of its life, been under the 
loving guidance of its big sister, the 
National Assembly of the United 
States, but which will be thereafter 
independent. 

GERMANY 
The Committee of Persian Baha'I 

Students in Germany and Austria ar
ranged public meetings in E sslingen 
at the Engineering School, in Darm
stadt at the University of Ttibingen, 
and at the Tecbnical High School in 
Karlsruhe. At these meetings a na
tional Baha'i teacher as well as a 
Persian Baha'i student presented the 
East-We.st and historical aspects of 
the Faith in bringing world under
standing. Eight other meetings are 
planned at universities and high 
schools throughout Germ any. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BURMA 

UN Semi nar on the Status of Women 

A Seminar on the status of women 
in South East Asia was held in India 
in December, under the auspices of 
the United Nations. 

Three Baha'i delegates were ap
pointed by the National Spiritual As
sembly to represent the Baha'i Com
munity. They were: Mrs. Fozdar of 
Singapore, Miss Vakil of Surat and 
Mrs. Bomas of Lashkar (Gwalior). 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Rio d. Janeiro, Bralil 

The National Conference of the Or
ganization of Non-Governmental En
tities of Brazil that works with the 
United Nations, in November elect
ed the Bah-a' i Community of Rio as 
one of the groups to belong to the 
Administrative Council. Of the 250 
member organizations about ninety 
are elected to the Administrative 
Council. The Baha'i delegate to the 
National Conference made many con
tacts and gave out Baha'i literature. 
A representative of the Brazilian 
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government asked for a round table 
discussion on the Faith. 

While stopping in Rio on her way 
home from a National Assembly 
meeting in Peru, Mrs. Margot Wor
ley was interviewed by a television 
reporter. The following day the 
filmed interview on the Faith was 
televized. The camera·man became 
so interested in the Faith that he 
has attended every Baha'i meeting 
in Rio since that day, and has of. 
fered his help in publicizing the 
Faith. 

A portion of ihe World Religion 
Day program was televized over the 
national news show. 

Sao Paulo, Brazil 

World Religion Day was observed 
in Sao Paulo with a large public 
meeting which featured three speak
ers. Besides the Baha'i, two able and 
widely known speakers representing 
the Jewish colony of Sao Paulo and 
a Protestant movement to unite the 
Christian Churches participated in 
the program. 

The· last several meetings of this 
Community, held regularly each 
month in the Municipal Library have 
been televized. 

~------------~ 

FAITH IN ACTION 
Chattanooga, Tennessee was re~ 

cently opened to the Faith by a 
weekend program which was pre
ceded by radio and newspaper inter
views of the speaker. Meetings held 
in the. Read House, the city's leading 
hotel, were well attended. 

From Waukesha, Wisconsin comes 
thrilling news of what can be ac~ 

complished by joint effort and inter
community cooperation. At a week 

·Iong Semioar held in the Avalon H<>
tel under the joiot sponsorship of the 
RTC and the commlUlities of Wau
kesha County, several believers 
were enrolled and a study class of 
very interested seekers was formed. 
Where there had been no Baha'i ac
tivity at the beginning of the week, 
at the end of it ihere was a flourish
ing group. Radio, newspaper, and 
TV publicity was sought and ob
tained, and this helped to make the 
Seminar successful. 

It is hard to evaluate immediately 

the effect of local newspaper pub
licity, but we do know that the more 
often the Faith is mentioned in print, 
the more chance there is for attrac
tion of true searchers. This month 
the NEWS has received many clip
pings from Syracuse, N.Y.; Little 
Rock, Ark.; Kuna, Idaho and Me~idi~ 
an, Idaho in which we find that be
lievers there have used all occasions 
to keep the name before the general 
public. World Religion Day, the com
ing Jubilee and 10 Year Crusade, and 
the House of Worship, as well as 
announcements of local meetings, all 
seem to have news value a s far as 
local editors are concerned, and can 
be used to promote interest. 

Chicago, III. believers gathered at 
the Chicago Baha'i Center on Thurs
day, February 12th, to offer "fervent 
prayers for the success of the 
first Inter-Continental Conference at 
Kampala, Africa." 

Within three months of their ar
rival in Oxnard, California, a Bah.a'l 
couple have been able to develop en
thusiastic firesides, secured the first 
mention of the Faith in the local 
newspaper by a story on the develop
ment of the Baha'i Faith, and are 
now planning public _meetings __ em th1= 
theme of the Jubilee Year. 

BAHA'I INVITED TO ADDRESS 
COMMONWEALTH CLUB 

An opportunity to present the 
Baha'1 Faith as "A force for unity 
in ihe Middle East-and ihe world" 
came ihrough a contact made by Mr. 
Arthur L. Dahl, Jr., of Palo Alto, 
with the Commonwealth Club of 
California. This organization, well 
known as one of the outstanding dis· 
cussion groups of the United States, 
invited Mr. Dahl as a Baha'i to 
speak to its Section on Medi terrane
an Problems, of which he had re
cently become a member. Amin 
Banani was also invited, as a repre
sentative of the Faith from the Mid
dle East, to answer questions. He 
spoke briefly on the status of the 
Faitb and its contribution to that 
part of the world. A lively discussion 
period attested to the interest of 
those attending the luncheon meet
ing. It was also possible to place 
several books about the Faith in the 
Club library. 

~--------.--------~ 
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BAHA'I CENTENARY 
NEWS SERVICE 

Radio Scripts Available 

Current 

No.1 THE BAHA'i HOUSE OF 
WORSHIP, SYMBOL OF 
HOPE - a talk script about 
a new type of religious wor
ship which is being intro
duced into the United States 
with the dedication of its 
House of Worship. 

No.2 THE BAHA'i TEMPLE. 
A SYMPHONY IN STONE 
-a talk script which takes 
the listener on an imagi
nary visit to the Temple. 

No. 3 CENTENARY OF UNI
VERSAL RELIGION - an 
interview with good histor
ical information. 

No.4 CENTENARY OF UNI
VERSAL RELIGION - a 
conversation between the 
narrator-- and a questioner 
or announcer. Good also for 
Naw-Ruz time, changing ti
tle to "A Divine Spring
time." 

No.5 An INTERVIEW SCRIPT
which is an interesting con
versation between a wom
an called Mrs. Adams and 
a Doctor North on whom 
she has called to inquire 
about the BaM.'! Faiih. 
Note: This is stemmed to 
World Religion Day but can 
be easily adapted to general 
use. 

No. 6 WHAT'S THE WORLD 
COMING TO? - a mod
ernly written interview be
tween the announcer and a 
Baha'i, which gives the 
high-lights of a Centenary 
of Universal Religion. (This 
can also be adapted to gen
eral use.) 
There is a limited supply 
of scripts on hand which 
were produced by ihe N a
tional Radio Committee the 
last few years, as follows: 

No. 450 Interview on the Temple 
and ihe Faith. 

No. 451 General Interview on the 
Faiih. 
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No. 452 World Religion - Source of 
True Brotherhood. 

No. 453 World Religion - Keystone 
of E duca tion. 

No. 454 New Life for the World 
(Naw-Ruz straight talk.) 

No. 455- The Birth of Baha'u'Uah 
456 

These scripts are $0.25 each. 
Order from-
Baha'i Centenary News Service 
Mrs. Nina Matthisen, See'y_ 
17 E. Cedar St., 
Chicago 11, Dlinois 

P,ess Clippings 

World Religion Day head-lined clip
pings have come in to date from 132 
cities representing 39 states and we 
know there will be more with each 
mail for days to come. There is ev
ery evidence that our World Religion 
Day is becoming well established 
throughout the country_ 

The press representatives every
Where are doing an excellent job in 
public relations. So far, every state 
but one is represented by Jubilee 
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events press clippings and the num
ber of cities represented are approx
ima tely 250. 

We note with admiration the uni
que methods employed by communi
ties to tie the releases to local ac
tivities such as: an International par
ty in one university town, in which 
Foreign Students were entertained 
by Baha'is at a Buffet Supper; mu
sicals is another tie-up: state elec
tions; listing of delegates and friends 
coming to the Centenary Celebra
tions; !\irica bound Baha'is; regional 

The Monrovia. Liberia Baha'i Group. who wiU eject their first Spiritual Assembly in April. The two AmericaD pioneers are Miss 
Valerie Wilson and Mr. William Foster seated in the center row, second and third from the right. 
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and local conferences held to dis
cuss the ten-year crusade; letters to 
editors and many others. 

The committee is compiling a spe
cial, beautifully bound, gold lettered, 
book of outstanding clippings for our 
beloved Guardian and an additional 
one with all clippings for the National 
Archives. Dick Thomas who is doing 
a magnificent job in preparing the 
clippings said recently; "We have 
enough clippings to paper a large 
room.,t 

AUDIO-VISUAL COMMITIEE 
The following audio-visual materi

als are ready for distribution: 
1. An up-ta-date set of Temple slides 

with script. 
40 35mrn. color slides "An 
Armchair Tour of the 
Temple" .............. $15.00 

3. Haifa. A Name you will re
member. 

60 35mrn. color from Hautz and 
Weedin sets with script $18.00 

5. Green Acre. The Green Pastures 
Ilf-- modern times. 

50 35mm. color of the 
Baha'i Summer School $15.00 

6. Human Destiny. 
120 35mm. color combining 
Progressive Revelation, His
toric Geology and America's 
Destiny with script for narra-
tion ................... $3n.oo 

7. Tape recordings are available 
for slide sets No.5, No. 6 

each .................. $6.00 

Jubilee Display Photographs 

8. A large two-color 3 wing window 
display piece at the low 

cost of ................ $3.00 
This piece is four feet long by 
22 inches high with three llx14 
recent pictures of the Temple in
cluding first landscaping details. 
Orders now being taken for two 
or more because of their low cost 
and usefulness. 

9. A kit of 9 display photographs of 
the Temple llx14 heavy mounts 
suitable for lectures at firesides, 
service clubs, schools and sm all 
intimate groups. Each photo
graph plus mailing.. . ... $1.75 
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REMINDERS for those Attending Jubilee Celebrations 

CREDENTIALS 
All believers expecting to attend one or more of the events of the 

Jubilee Celebrations must have Baha'i credentials, or they run the 
risk of not being admitted. In the February B.tUiA'f NEWS the National 
Spiritual Assembly requested each believer to obtain credentials. 

Baha'is of the United States obtain credentials from the local As
sembly, or if living outside a community apply in advance to the 
National Spiritual Assembly. Baha'is of other lands obtain credentials 
from their National Spiritual Assemblies, or where there is no Na
tional Assembly from their local Assemblies. 

Be certain to have your card with you to show upon request. 

HOUSING 
Baha'is coming to the JUbilee Celebrations are urged to make hotel 

reservations now. before arriving in Chicago. 
With the ;xception of Frida~ a~ernoo.n, May 1 and Saturdq, May 2 

all the JubIlee events are to De m ChIcago at Medinah Temple, 600 
North Wabash Avenue at Ohio Street. There are only a limited number 
of rooms available in private homes and these are in Wilmette not in 
Chica.go. In most cases these .rooms do not have private baths. they 
are dIstances from transportatIOn and restaurants, and the prices are 
the same as hotel accommodations. For all~around convenience, it is 
suggested that rooms be reserved in the Chicago hotel of your choice 
immediate~y. 

TEMPLE DEDICA nON 
Because of the sacred nature of th~ Dedication of the House of 

Worship, and the quiet reverential atmosphere that should charac
terize the event, only children nine years of age and above may at
tend the formal services. 

.Since the serviCES will be repeated during the afternoon, parents 
Wlth children under the age limit can adjust their plans so that both 
may attend. 

10. Temple Display Enlargements 
22x32 heavily mounted, suitable 
for window and exhibit displays. 
Each display plus mailing 
costs ................... $6.50 

11. Individual red morroco plastic 
loose leaf albums .with either 9 
or 18 8x10" recent photos of Tem
ple and Shrines. Each phota
graph as selected plus mailing 
costs .... " .. "... $ .50. 
Albums ................. $2.75 

12. Nos. 3 and 1 available for three 
week rental. Each... .... $5.00 

The Committee plans to purchase 
suitable projection equipment at sub
stantial savings to the friends. Write 
for particulars on your needs. 

Address aU communications to the 
secretary: 

Mr. Archie G. Tichenor 
Audio-Visual Committee 
72 Delaware Avenue 
Dumont, New Jersey 

-JUBILEE COM MlTTEE 

"BAHA'I WORLD" 
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
APPEALS TO ALL FRIENDS 

The Editorial Committee for the 
XIlith Volume of the BaM', WOTld 
has recently been appointed by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States. The Baha'i World, our 
only international pUblication, is pro
duced under the direct supervision 
of the Guardian and is- especially 
dear to him. As early as in 1928 the 
Guardian, referring to the Bah.fti 
World, stated: "This unique record 
of worldwide Baha'i activity at
tempts to pr~sent to the general pub
lic, as well as to the student and 
scholar, those historical facts and 
fundamental principles that consti
tute the distinguishing features of 
the Message of Baha'u'Uio.h to this 
age." 

The period from April, 1952, to 
April, 1954, will be rich in events of 
historical significance for the Faith. 
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The completion of the Shrine of the 
Bab; the dedication of the Temple 
in Wilmette; the international con
ferences in Africa, America, Europe, 
and Asia; the fulfillment of the vari
ous national teaching plans; the de
velopment of the International Baha'i 
Council and of the institution of the 
Hands of the Cause; these and many 
other events will be recorded on the 
pages of the XIIIth volume of the 
Bahll', W OTZd. 

The Committee asks the friends. 
individuals as well as assemblies and 
co mmi ttees, to con tribute rna terials 
on the progress of the Faith in the 
United States and abroad. These ma
terials will fall into the following' 
ca tegorie s: 

1. Accotmts of special activities 
such as international confer
ences, celebration of World Re
ligion Day, youth and teaching 
conferences, etc. 

2. Articles on subjects of general 
interest to Baha'i and noo
Baha'i readers. 

3. References to the Faith in any 
books or magazines. 

4. Photographs of new assemblies, 
conferences, exhibits, summer 
schools, Baha'i centers. (All 
photographs should be clear and 
glossy prints submitted in du
plicate.) 

All written material should be 
typed, double spaced, and in two 
copies-the original and the first 
carbon. Accotults of Baha'i activities 
should be no longer than 3000 words. 
Articles of general interest should be 
no longer than 5000 words. All refer
ences to Baha'i literature or quota
tions from Baha'i writings should be 
footnoted, giving the title and the 
page of the book which is being 
quoted or referred to. 

All materials should be addressed 
to the Secretary: 

Mrs. O. H. Blackwell, 
255 Burns Street, 
Forest Hills 75, N.Y. 

-+---------;-
NAW-RUZ 

This sacred day t when the sun il
lumines equally the whole earth, is 
called the equinox, and the equinox 
is the symbol of the Manifestation of 
God. The Sun of Truth rises on the 
horizon of Divine Mercy and sends 
forth its rays. This day is conse
crated to commemorate it. From 
'Abdu'l-Baha, Star of the West, vol. 
V No. 1. 

13 

Bah&'j exbibit a.t the Mississippi Sta.te Fair last faU. Hundreds of inC;erview5 were 
conducted and pieces of lltera ture &"iven out. 

World Religion Day display by the Baha.'js of Ada County and Boise, Ida.ho. 
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This Year of Jubilee 
(Baha'is are celebrating this year as a 

great .Tubilee, and Marzieh Gail's vivid 
report of the events of one hundred years 
ago .is published as a contribution to the 
observance of Jubilee. It will appear in 
twa pal1s, of which this is Part L) 

It was the seventh day of the wed
ding and the puppeteers had put up 
a large tent in the courtyard. As the 
wedding guests crowded around to 
watch, doll-like forms came from the 
tent and acted out a familiar scene. 
It showed a day in the life of an 
Eastern king, one who could easily 
have been their own ~ah. 

The first puppets announced that 
the king was coming. The next ones 
performed that most necessary of 
Persian chores: they swept the 
ground and sprinkled it to lay the 
dust. Then a herald appeared, tell
ing everyone to get ready for the 
king. Then the ministers of court 
came on, in their tall black hats, 
sashes and cashmere robes. and the 
magistrates in barrel-shaped tur
bans, and the guards with their 
clubs, and the executioners with their 
instruments of torture. When the 
whole court was ready and lined up 
according to rank, there fell a hush. 
Then out of the tent, majestic and 
slow, walked the king in his crown. 
To the music of the national anthem, 
and a salvo of cannon which spread 
generous amounts of smoke at the 
right moment, he sat down on his 
throne. 

Immediately, a thief was brought 
before him to be judged. At his royal 
nod, the executioner chopped off the 
criminal's head, and everyone saw 
a red liquid spill out. As the king 
conferred with his ministers, a her
ald came in, announcing that rebel
lion had broken out. The king 
ordered his soldiers to put the rebel
lion down. Some moments passed, 
and from behind the tent, where the 
battle was joined, came the roar of 
guns. One by one, the events ot the 
king's day unfolded and then the cur
tain fell. 

In a gallery above the courtyard, 
a young boy sat and watched. Mter 
the guests had scattered, He saw a 
man come out from behind the tent. 
The man was carrying a box. The 
boy called to him, "Where has the 
king gone, and all the men?" The 
man answered, uThey are under my 
arm, in this box." 

Years afterward! when the boy 

had grown up to be the founder of a 
world religion, He was taken prison
er by two kings, the Sbah of Persia 
and the Sultim of Turkey_ At this 
time He wrote the Sultan, and de· 
scribed the puppet show He had seen 
at His brother's wedding in Tihran. 
From that day on, He wrote the 
world and all it had to offer' had 
seemed to Him like the puppet show, 
and He reminded the Sultan that be
fore very long, all the pomp and the 
glory would be closed away in a box
like tomb. 

2. 

The Sultan has disappeared long 
since into the shadows, and today 
as Baha'is of one hundred and twen~ 
ty-four countries celebrate a Holy 
Year, the spotlight of world recog
rubon IS focused on the Prisoner. 
People all around the world are ask
ing for the story of Baha'u'llith the 
PerSian nobleman of Nur. They' are 
rallying to His Cause, believing with 
Him that the age of world unity has 
dawned, that the old fragmentary 
world of wide distances and scat
tered peoples, where the pattern of 
war and truce was perpetually bro
ken and rearranged, where the 
strong battened on the weak, where 
the races were grouped according to 
color and the religions kept hostile 
and apart-is passing away forever. 

This story began in Persia in 1844, 
when a young Man Who was called 
the Bab arose and foretold great 
changes in the world. A universal 
Prophet was about to come, and He 
would judge the nations and bring 
everlasting peace. The Bab called 
the Prophet "Him Whom God Shall 
Manifest." "I am but as a ring on 
His finger." the Bab said. 1 Thou
sands of people deserted their 
mosques and went over to the Bab. 
Then the clergy aroused the govern
ment and the masses against Him, 
so that His followers were cut down. 
On July 9, 1850, the Bab Himself was 
suspended to a wall to be shot. As 
the whole city watched, a regiment 
of soldiers was drawn up in three 
files before Him. Seven hundred and 
fifty bullets were fired at Him, and 
not one touched Him. Later that 
same day. He was again suspended 
to the wall and fired on, and He died 
instantaneously, death coming as an 
answer to His prayer that He might 

1. E.S.W. 1.55. 
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give up His life for Him Whom God 
Would Manifest. 

For eight years, Persia tried to 
strangle the new religion to which 
she had given birth. Everywhere, 
the followers of the Bab were rooted 
out, until at last there was only one 
of any prominence left. This was 
Baha'u'IIa.h, which means the Glory 
of God. He was a young nobleman 
from the province of Nur. He had 
powerful friends at the Shah's court 
and He lived an open arK! blameles~ 
li~e: His enemies plotted and waited, 
bIdmg their time. At last their 
chance came. 

There was a man Who worked in 
a candy store in Tihran. He had long 
been brooding over the Bab's mar
tyrdom and he was obsessed by all 
the innocent blood that had been 
spIlled out_ Now a plan took shape 
In hIS half-crazed mind. Clumsily he 
loaded a pistol with shot. He w~uld 
go out with a friend of his and sta~ 
tion himself near the palace grounds 
and he would assassinate the Shah 

E arly i~ the morning J he w-;ited 
for the !il).ah to ride past. He saw the 
first of the royal suite come by. He 
s~w the lance bearers, the grooms 
WIth their lead horses covered with 
embroidered trappings, a band of 
cavalry with swords at their saddles 
and rifles slung over their shoulders. 
He knew the S!>-ah would not pass till 
the dust from these had settled. Min
utes went by. Suddenly the Shah 
loomed .~ver him. He was riding 
alone, hIS nobles well to the rear. 
And the m an shouted and fired. 

A general massacre was the result 
of this act. A day came in Tihran 
which Renan. the French historian 
has called one perhaps without 
parallel in the history of the world. 
On that day the Bab's followers 
were given over to the high and the 
low of 1'ihran. "Would to God that 
I had not lived to see itl" an Aus
trian eye-witness wrote. He saw 
streets lit with human torches men 
in whose wounds lighted c~nd1es 
were flickering. He saw feet with 
horse-shoes nailed to them, lips that 
refused to open and cry out under 
whips and hammer blows. He saw 
scorched and bullet-rlrilled corpses 
s'Winging head downward from the 
trees, or thrown out beyond the moat 
to the jackals and wild dogs.2 

The candy store man was killed on 
the spot as he rushed toward the 

~. D.S. 6J5n. 
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:;»:lab. His body was chopped in two 
and the halves suspended at the city 
gates. The :;»:lah himself was only 
slightly hurt; he had only been 
sprayed in the arm and side. 

The Mul)ammadan clergy and the 
government officials believed that 
now at last they could tear out this 
new religion with their own hands. 
They had killed the Bib, but His 
spirit had apparently come back in 
Baha'u'llah, the young nobleman of 
Nitr. Now this bungled attempt on 
the Sbah's life would give them their 
chance. This last great follower of 
the Bah must be silenced forever. 
And so they accused Him of planning 
the attempted crime. 

3. 

Baha'u'llah was passing the sum
mer in one of the hill villages to the 
north of Tihran. These villages are 
wooded clefts in the moWl tain wall. 
White streams slip through them, 
collecting here and there into black 
pools. Above them, bare as sword 
blades, rise the mountain peaks. The 
houses and their outer walls are of 
smt-baked brick. The main road, 
cUm bing vertically, is roofed atone 
point with branches and leaves, and 
along the tunnel so formed are the 
shopkeepers, sitting on the ground by 
their wares - a pile of pomegran
ates or some clay jars. Outside these 
villages, there is the glancing heat, 
striking and springing back from the 
barren slopes. But inside, the green 
darkness, and all day and all night 
long the cool thunder of the streams. 

It was here that they brought the 
ugly news to Bahi'u'llilh. Dreading 
what must come, they begged Him 
to stay in concealment until the vio
lence should die down. But He had 
not come into the world to hide. He 
mounted His horse and calmly rode 
out to the headquarters of the Sb-ah's 
army. The Sbah was amazed at His 
courage. He arrested Him at once 
and sent Him down to Tihran through 
miles of savage mobs who by this 
time had been whipped into an ul
timate spasm of hate. 

If the light waves from that time, 
1853, could somehow be picked uP. 
we would see it all again: the 
straight bare wall of mOWltains to 
the north of rihran, the long road 
down across the plains to the dUsty 
green of the city shimmering in the 
August heat. We would see again 
the mob running the long miles down 
that road in the midsummer sun. 

We would hear, or imagine we heard, 
their howls of abuse and derision, the 
thud of their bare feet in the dust of 
the road. There, at the center of that 
pack, alone, in chains, pushed and 
hurried along, His head bare to the 
sun, His clothing torn, Baha'ullah. 
We would see the air full of refuse 
and stones, the dancing, twisting 
bodies, the hands reaching out to 
claw, the threatening fists. the mock
ing fingers. As they drove Him down 
into the slums of Tihran, a woman, 
quivering with age and hate, stood 
out of the mob. "Give me a chance," 
she cried, "Give me a chance to 
fling my stone in His face 1" And He 
said to the guards, "Deny her not 
what she regards as a meritorious 
act in the sight of God!'3 

The Black Pit was down in the 
slums of 'fihran. It was once a res
ervoir for a public bath. It reached 
three flights under the earth, and 
had one opening, a pitch-black cor
ridor sloping to the steps. Packed 
in total darkness between the swea t
ing walls of the Pit were a hundred 
and fifty men-murderers, highway
men and thieves. Most were naked, 
and the floor on which they sat in 
the icy dark swarmed with vermin 
and was caked with filth. In this 
Pit, for four months, the Persians 
chained the Glory of God. 

He had lived in palaces all His 
life, His clothing had been the finest 
cashmere and brocade. His buttons 
were jewels. His hands were scented 
with rose water. 

He had spent most of His wealth 
for His friends and the poor. He had 
harmed no man. He had passed His 
days in gardens or roaming the coun
tryside, and He once said that the 
world is so beautiful "it is a pity for 
even dead bodies to be laid under
ground/'t 

His feet were fastened into stocks, 
and the weight of His chains cut 
sores in His flesh. He was parched 
with fever. and such food as they 
brought Him He could not eat. Day 
and night, in the darkness, He 
thought about the remnants of' the 
Bab's followers, and about the con
dition into which they had sunk. 
Then He made an irrevocable re
solve: if and when He was freed 
from the Pit, He would gather and 
regenerate them. 

One night, in a moment of infre-

3. D.B. f..0'7-60B. 
4. Mabmud's Diary - Persian Text. 147. 
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quent slumber, Baha'u'l1ith had a 
dream. All around Him in the Pit a 
voice rang out, and it said: HVerHy, 
We shaH render Thee victorious by 
Thyself and by Thy Pen. Grieve Thou 
ne>t for that which hath befallen 
Thee, neither be Thou afraid, fO'r" 
Thou art in safety. Erelong will God 
raise up the tTeaSttTeS of the earth
men who will aid Thee through Thy
self and through Thy Name, wh ..... -
with God hath revived the hearts of 
such as have recognized Him".5 

After that there were other times 
when. sleeping, He felt as if a moun
tain torrent were flowing from the 
crown of His head down over His 
breast, and He would burn up as if 
He were on fire, and then His tongue 
would speak. 

(To be continued) 

5. E.S.W . .21. 

Heart of the Gospel by George 
Townshend. Cloth bound edition, 
shipment expected in March. 

Price $2.25 

Do'a: The Call to Prayer by Ruth 
J. Moffett, is again available. Do'a 
includes a technique for prayer and 
meditation, words of the Prophets 
about prayer and a number of 
prayers used by the Prophets and 
various religious groups. $1.25 

NEW PRICE. The price of Renew
al of Civilization, pape·r has been re
duced to ... ,................ $.60 

Renewal of Civilization, cloth 
bound will be available shortly. $1.25 

The Guardian has laid emphasis on 
the need of the believers knowing the 
early history of the Faith through 
the .;tudy of DawnbTeakeTs. This 
marvelous eye-witness account of the 
early uays of the Faith, translated 
by Shoghi Effendi is now available. 

$7.50 

To assist in the study of this inval
uable book two aids are available. 
Translation of the French Footnotes 

of the Dawnbreakers ..... , $.75 

A Study Guide to the Dawnbreakers. 
$ .50 
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'Wol'ld Religion Da.y was observed in Portland, Oregon with a. public panel discussion 
by colle«e students from different parts of the globe on the theme, "Is World Unity 
Possible?" Val Sage, the moderator, and Marjorie stee of Cana.da, are the Baha'is. 

Holy Days: 
March 21, Naw-Ruz, beginning of 

Baha'i Year tlO 
April 21, First day of Ri~van 
April 29, Ninth day of Ri~van 

Jubilee Celebrations: 
National Convention, April 29-

May 1 
Temple Dedication, May 2 
All-America Intercontinental 

Conference, May 3-6 

Period. of the Fast: 
Marc!> 2-20 

Feasts: 
March 21-Baha, Splendor 
April 9-Jalal, Glory 
April 28-Jamal, Beauty 

National Assembly Meetings: 
March 27, 28, and 29 
April 25, 26, 27, and 28 

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS 
AND CHANGES 

Loca.l Spiritual Assemblies: 
WILMETTE, ILL. 

Mrs. Barbara Jackson, Sec'y. 
933 Central Ave. 

GREAT FALLS, MONT. 
Mrs. Amelia Heaton, Sec'y. 
1118 2nd Ave" South 

TACOMA, WASH. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Johnson, Sec'y, 
1920 South 17th St .. Zone 3 
(add to list 01 Assemblies) 

Recional Teaching Committees: 
RTe of Southern New York 

Mrs. Florence Steinhauer. See'y. 
!1 RjdgedeU Ave. 
Hastings..on·Hudson, New York 

(correct name of city from Hastings 
to Hastings-an-Hudson) 

BAHA'I NEWS MAILING 
If there is- more than one bEliever 

in your family and one copy of 
Baha'i News is sufficient, please no
tify the National Baha'i Office, list
ing the members of your family and 
indicating the one to whom it should 
be addressed. We prefer not to ad
dress it to "'Mr. & Mrs." as this up
sets our filing system which is used 
for other purposes besides mailing 
Baha'i News. 

Forwarding 
Baha'i News is sent third class and 

cannot be forwarded. If you plan to 
be away for a time, request the 
one taking care of your mail to ei
ther hold it until you return or if for
warding it to be sure to re-address 
and re-stamp it. 

MARCH, 1953 

Miami. Fla., Miss Dawn Dayton to Mr. 
R. L. Belcher, January 2, 1953 

Cleveland, Ohio, Miss Faith Crane to 
Mr. Clement Perry 

December 31, ]952 
Battle Creek, Mich., Mrs. Cynthia Col. 

lins to Mr. Adam Shackelford 
August 3, 1952 

Roswell. New Mexico, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Arrants to Mr. Joseph F'. Darretf 

(date not reported) 
W.ilmette, Ill., Mrs. Barbara Sims to Mr. 

Roberi G. Jackson 
December 20, 1952 

Port Huron, Mich., Miss Maxine KeteIs 
to Mr. Paul Conrad 

January 3. 1953 
New York, N. Y .• Miss Kathryn Dunn to 

Mr. Gordon T. Burke 
January 21, 1953 

Death .pro1!ereth u.nto every conjident 
heHet'e'T the C1!P that is life indeed. It 
bestoweth joy and is the bearer of g!ad
ness. It conJerreth the gift of everlasting 
Ufe. 

-Baoo'u.'lltih 
Mrs. Blanche Kelly, New York. N. Y. 

December 31, 1952 

Mrs. Ruth C. Barnett, Dallas, Texas 
December 30, 1952 

Mrs. Edith K. Handschin, Urbana, Ill. 
January 6, 1953 

Miss Johanna Schubarth, Oslo, Norway 
December 1, 1952 

Mrs. Lorena Kern, Seattle, Washington 
January 1, 1953 

Mrs. Marie Mahring, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
January 16, 1953 

Mr. Raymond F. Shryock, Los Angeles, 
Calif., January 20, 1953 

Mrs. Hazel C. Hooker. Phoenix. Arizona 
J anmrry 26, 1953 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha.'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baba.'is througbout the United States, and to Bah~.'f administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith informed of international. national and local Baha'i developments, and serve as an organ for the distribu
tIon of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Baha'i Council, and the general announcements pre
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports. plans. news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from. National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of isme tor which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1952·1953: Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
Managing Editor; Mr. William C. Henning, Miss Farrukh loas, Mrs. Ruth Jones, Miss Joan Lozier, Mr. Robert MouL 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois, U.S .A. 



NAW-RUZ MESSAGE 

(On) occasion (of) Naw-Riiz (of) 
Ho]y Year convey twin joyful tidings 
(to) National Assemblies (of the) 
Baha'i world. Building operations 
(of the) linal unit (of the) Bab's 
Sepulchre commenced. Recall (at) 
this hour successive landmarks, 
each coinciding (with a) Naw-Riiz 
Festival in (the) history (of the) six
ty year old enterprise founded (by 
the) Author (of the) Baha'i Revela
tion. First, Naw-Ruz. 1909, witnessed 
(the) entombment within (the) Holy 
(of) Holies (of the) Shrine construct
ed (by) 'Abdu'I-BahO. (of the) dust 
(of the) Martyr-Prophet (of the) 
Faith, Second, Naw-Ruz, 1949, coin
cided (with the) laying (of the) first 
threshold stones (of the) arcade. 
Third, Naw-Ruz, 1951, synchronized 
(with the) termination (of the) ex
cavation within (the) Shrine founda
tions (for the) eight piers designed 
(to) support (the) weight (of the) 
three story superstructure. Fourth, 
Naw-Riiz, 1952, (is) associated (with 
the) completion (of the) octagon sel
ting second crown (of the) holy Edi
fice. 

(The) celebrations (of) Naw-Riiz 
(in) this Holy Year (are) heighl;.ened 
(by the) placing (of the) fi"t stones 
encircling (the) base (of the) dome. 
Anticipating, as (the) climax (of 
the) world-wide rejoiCings (of the) 
Holy Year draw. near, (the) placing 
(ai'i the) gilded tiles, (the) fourth 
(and) last unit(af the) majestic Edi
fice. Fervently hoping (that the) 
greatest enterprise undertaken (at 
the) World Center (of the) Faith 
(will) be consummated ere (the) 

SceDe from the terra.ce immediately in froot of the Shrine of the Bab, looking down 
tbe nine terraces and Carmel Avenue to the Bay of Haifa. 
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conclusion (of the) festivities (of 
the) Holy Year. 

International endowments sur
rounding (the) tomb (01 the) Proph
et-Herald (of the) Faith (on the) 
bosom (01) God's Holy Mountain 
(are) considerably extended through 
(the) acquisition, alter thirty years' 
effort, (of a) wooded area of over 
twenty-three thousand square me
ters, including (a) building overlook
ing (the) sacred spot, made possib~e 
through (the) estate bequeathed (to 
the) Faith by (the) herald (of) 
Baha'u'llah's Covenant, Roy Wil
helm, raising (the) total area within 
(the) precincts permanently dedicat
ed (to the) Bab's Sepulchre (to) al
mast (a) quarter million square 
meters. 

Heart filled (with) humble grati
tude (at the) double victory (01 the) 
Faith, adding great joyousness (to 
the) Baha'i New Year's Day, presag
ing still greater triumphs as (the) 
Baha'; World approaches (the) high 
water mark (of the) world-wide cele
brations (of the) memorable year 
commemorating (the) hundredth an
niversary (of the) birth (01 the) 
Mission (of) Baha'u'llah. 

-SIlOGHI 
March 21, 1953. -

COMMENTARY, NATIONAL SPIRITUAL. ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: • 

The Guardian's Naw-Ruz Mes
sage, addressed to all the National 
Assemblies, brings to the worldwide 
Baha'i community glad tidings 01 
two important events: the beginning 
of building operations on the final 
unit of the Sepulchre 01 the Bab, and 
the purchase, from funds be
queathed to Shoghi Effendi in the 
will and testament of Roy C. Wil
helm, 01 an area 01 more than 23,000 
square meters on Mt. Carmel. 

In Shoghi Effendi's reference to 
Roy Wilhelm as herald of the Cov
enant, we realize anew the great 
spiritual station Mr. Wilhelm attain
ed. 

The Holy Places 01 the Faith at 
the World Center become more im
pressive, more-- august, with each 
pasjjpg day. The power released by 
the~ s"ppearance of the Two Manifes
tations 01 God discloses itself to the 
eyes of men. What else but a Divine 
Power, uncontrolled by men, has 
been able to make the desert blos
som as the rose, fulfilling sacred 

prophecy as a testimony to man. 
kind? 

May our individual and collective 
efforts, now concentrating on the 
celebration of Holy Year and its in
auguration of the World Crusade ex
emplify a deeper spirit of gratitude 
and a fuller awareness of the sole 
means to salvation provided to hu
manity in its darkest hour! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSE...""VIBLY 

+-----

FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION 
BAHA'IS OF IT AL Y 
AND SWITZERLAND 

In conformity with the Guardian's 
directions, the National Spiritual As
sembly of the United States has is
sued the Call 01 the lirst Annual Con
vention of the Baha'is of Italy and 
Switzerland. 
. Six local Communities, all devel

oped since 1946," elect nineteen dele ... 
gates on Naw-Ruz. The Convention 
is to be held a t Florence, Italy, April 
23-26, 1953. 

At this date 01 writing, only an 
announcement of this important 
event can be given. 

The participating local Communi
ties are: Rome, five delegates; Na
ples, three delegates; Florence, two 
delegates; Geneva, four delegates; 
Bern, three delegates; Zurich, two 
delegates. 

Two representatives of the Ameri
can National Spiritual Assembly, Mr. 
Paul E. Haney, chairman, and Miss 
Edna M. True, Recording Secretary, 
are to open the Convention, call the 
roll of delegates, preside until the 
Convention officers have been elect. 
ed, and remain in consultation with 
the Convention and the members of 
the newly elected National Spiritual 
Assembly. 

This Convention establishes the 
twelfth National Spiritual Assembly t 
the first fruits of the historic Euro
pean Teaching project which has 
been one of the great objectives of 
the Second Seven Year Plan. 

Reports of this auspicious event 
will be published in a later is sue of 
Baha'i News. 

-NATIONAL SpIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

APRIL. 1953 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF FOURTH 
INTERCONTINENTAL 
CONFERENCE IN INDIA 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is 01 India, Pakistan and 
Burma has issued an announcement 
01 the Fourth Intercontinental Con
ference. 

It will be held at New Delhi India 
for a period of nine days: fro~ 
Wednesday, October 7 to Thursday, 
October 15, 1953. 

All American Baha'is planning to 
attend the Conference are requested 
to notify their own National Assem
bly. because it is necessary to re
port the number coming from each 
country. This report also clears the 
applications for visa to be made by 
each individual American believer 
intending to go. 

The Indian National Spiritual As
sembly has appointed Thomas Cook 
& Sons as their representatives to 
handle the travel arrangements (air
plane reservations, etc.) for their 
guests. It will facilitate matters to 
cooperate in this arrangement. 

There are two arrangements for 
accommodations in New Delhi: The 
!,ponsotinl( National Assembly is 
workmg to obtain block accommoda
tions in the Government Guest House 
in which the National Baha. 'i Admin
istrative Headquarters are now 10-
cat~d. In addition, the sponsoring 
National Assembly lists the follow
ing hotels: Hotel Cecil, Hotel Am
bassador, Hotel Airlines, Hotel Im
perial, Maiden's Hotel, whose prices 
run from Rs 20 to Rs 35 for single 
rooms, and Rs 40 to Rs 75 for double 
rooms (inclusive rates). 

The agenda will be announced at 
a later date. 

To summarize: individual believ
ers planning to go are requested to 
notily their own National Assembly 
which in turn will report expected 
attendance to the National Assem
bly of India, Pakistan and Burma' 
individual believers make their o~ 
travel and hotel or guest house ac
commodations through Thomas Cook 
& Sons; and finally, individnal be
lievers obtain their own passport, 
visa, and medical certificate. 

As further information is received? 
supplementary announcements will 
be pUblished. 

The New Delhi Conference has 
great importance, and a large attend
ance is most desirable. 

-NATIONAL SPlMTUAL ASSEM"BLY 
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DEDICATION OF THE 
BAHA'I HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Bahit'i House of Worship will 
be dedicated on May 2, 1953. 

The service begins at 2 p.m., and 
will be repeated at hour~y intervals 
throughout the afternoon to provide 
seating for all who desire to attend. 

In harmony with the purpose of 
the House of Worship, the program 
of dedication consists of readings se
lected from sacred Scriptures, with 
music by an a cappella choir. As con· 
ducted in the Baha'i Temple, 
worship offers to the aspiring heart, 
without distinction of race or c~eed. 

the majesty and exaltation of the 
revealed Word of God. 

The Baha'i Temple stands identi
fied with the principle of unity of 
faith, unity of conscience and unity 
of devotion to the organic interests 
of humankind. Brought to comple
tion at a crucial stage in human 
history. duplicating the function of 
no church, synagogue or mosque, 
the Baha'i House of Worship sym
bolizes the oneness of God and of 
His ancient and eternal revelation of 
love and truth to man. 

Under its dome the sacred Scrip
tures of revealed Faiths are ac
cepted as progressive chapters in 

APRIL, "51 

the Holy Writ. "Everyone (of the 
Prophets) is the Way of God that 
connecteth this world with the 
realms above." 

The House of Worship opens its 
doors in spiritual hospitality. Over 
them, and on its inner walls, are in
scribed utterances of Baha'u'llah. 
Founder of the Faith, which exem
plify the ideals to which this edifice 
is dedicated: "The source of all 
learning is the knowledge of God, 
exalted be His glory"; "All the 
Prophets of God proclaim the same 
Faith"; "The earth is but one coun
try, and mankind its citizens." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Inte['ior of the Baha.'i House of Wo['sbip. Here Ute PubUc Dedication wilJ be held on May Z. 1953. 



BAHA'I NEWS 

TEMPLE DEDICATION 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

CHORAL SELECTIONS 

Who can comprehend thee?-Peter C. Lutkin 
God be in my head-Walford Davies 

BAHA'f SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations-94-95 
Gleanings from Writings of Baha'u'llah-49, 81 

Book of Assurance-153-154 

OLD TESTAMENT 

Psalms-XIX, XXIV, CXXI 

NEW TESTAMENT 

Matthew-V, 3-17; VII 
John-XVI, 12-13 

CHORAL SELECTIONS 

Have ye not heard-Randall Thompson 
Ye shall have a song-Randall Thompson 

QUR'AN 

_SE~a 11-,,-81, 13~u~28~ @2<!W~lD. ___ < _ 

BAHA'i SACRED WRlTINGS 

Prayers and Meditations-49-51 
Gleanings from Writings of Baha'u'llah-

79-80, 12-13 
Commune, Chanted in the Original Persian 

Prayers and Meditations-6 

CHORAL SELECTION 

From the Sweet-Scented Streams 
A Baha'i Prayer 

Music by Charles Wolcott 

Choral selections performed by 
Northwestern University A Cappella Choir 

"Hallowed Temple" 
_ , , the Mal!briqu'l-A<.!bkar in Wilmette, the most 

hallowed Temple ever to be erected by the followers 
of Baha'u'llab, and the crowning glory of the first Baha'i 
century, .. Neither the first Ma:m:riqu'I-AQbkar of the 
Baha:i world, reared in the city of I:ill.qabad, nor any 
House of Worship to be raised in succeeding centuries, 
can claim to possess the vast, the immeasurable poten
tialities with which this Mother Temple of the West, 
established in the very heart of so enviable a continent, 
and whose foundation stone has been laid by the hand 
of the Center of the Covenant Himself. has been en~ 
dowed _ 

Shoghi Effendi, "Messages to America l1 p. 61. 
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View of detail of the dome of the auditorium of the House 
of Worship, showing the Greatest Name at the apex 01 the 
dome. 

View of one of the nine alcoves of the auditorium of the Bouse 
of Worship. The quotations 'ram Baha'u'll&h selected by the 
Guardian are in gold letters on the valences in the alcoves. 
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THE NATIONAL BUDGET 
Dearly beloved friends: 

The closing days of this historic Baha'i year are almost upon us-a 
year which marked the end of the fruitful Second Seven-Year Plan; a 
year in which our beloved Guardian electrified the entire Baha'i world 
with his inspiring and thrilling announcement of the Ten-Year Crusade 
that will plant the banner of our beloved Faith in virtually every far 
and remote corner of the globe. 

During this year, the National Fund was the beneficiary of many 
acts of devotion and self-sacrifice on the part of the American believers 
who were called upon to provide nearly a half-million dollars in sup
port of the far-flung activities of our community at home and abroad. 

Although at the end of February, the Budget required the sum of 
$143,000 during March and April to mark a complete victory for this 
year, your National Assembly hopes that when the Treasurer presents 
his report to the National Convention on the last day of this Baha'i 
fiscal year, Thursday, April 30, he will be able to annOlUlce joyously 
that we enter the Ten-Year Crusade with our banners flying high in 
Victory. 

Let these words represent a final appeal to every American believer 
to make yet another effort to contribute generously to the National 
Fund before April 30 in order that our Jubilee Celebrations may be 
marked by a spirit of gratitude and thanksgiving for the many blessings 
we have enjoyed. 

THE HEART OF THE 
BAHA'I COMMUNITY 
Beloved friends: 

The intention, and the ability, of 
the Baha'is today to develop a world 
commWlity inspired with love for 
God, reverence for His law, and jus~ 
tice and consideration for all types 
of human beings, are not only the 
greatest matters being undertaken 
on earth today; they are the greatest 
undertaking humanity has ever as
sumed. Town by town, country by 
country, by tens and by scores and 
by hundreds, the believers who have 
responded to the Proclamation of 
Baha'u'lhih pursue this sacred mis
sion. 

Without changing their residence, 
they have changed their hearts; 
without abandoning their family or 
professional responsibilities, they 
work with a new mind. In a society 
stricken by fear they build a society 
of firmest conviction. Surrounded by 
conditions reflecting injustice, in
equity, prejudice and lawlessness, 
the Baha'is are they who by unity 
know that evil will be barred out, 
and by activity for the sake of His 
Cause soul sickness and contagion 
are left behind. 

This is the most mysterious pro
cess of the ages. It is as though in 

Faithfully yours, 
-NATIONAL SPllUTUAL ASSEMBLY 

an ancient rug, once beautiful, now 
rent .. discolored and outworn, cer
tain threads could be us ed again, 
and these threads are pulled from 
the old rug and rewoven in a new 
design. 

The pulsating heart in this pro
cess of society-building is a social 
institution imbued with spiritual sig
nificance, the Nineteen Day Feast. 

The Nineteen Day Feast is not one 
of many Baha'i meetings. It is not 
an occasion or gathering which any 
Baha'i can deem to be incidental to 
some other, more important duty. 
The Nineteen Day Feast is the shut
tle which, in the hands of the Divine 
Artist, weaves into the new Pattern 
all those threads which are strong 
enough to serve His purpose. 

Groups study, individuals pray, 
Assemblies deliberate, committees 
plan. All this is essential and neces
sary, but nothing on earth today has 
the specific and functional purpose 
of the Nineteen Day Feast - the 
builder of the world community 
which must demonstrate the Most 
Great Peace. 

"The Nineteen Day Feast was in
augurated by the Bab and ratified 
by Baha'u'llah, in His Holy Book, the 
Aqdas, so that people may gather 
together and outwardly show fellow
ship and love, that the Divine mys-

APRIL. 1953 

teries may be disclosed." "The 
Nineteen Day Feast has been des
cribed by the Guardian as the foun
dation of the World Order of 
Baha 'u'llah .... Baha'is should re
gard this Feast as the very heart of 
their spiritual activity, their partici
pation in the mystery of the Holy 
Utterance, their steadfast unity one 
with another in a mystery raised 
high above the limitations of race, 
class, nationality, sect, and their 
privilege of contributing to the pow
er of the Cause in the realm of col
lecti ve action." 

--NATIoNAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 
Note: This letter to the ldends was 

published in Baha>f News, November, 
1948. and is reprinted by request. 

JUBILEE PAMPHLET EXHIBITED 
BY SOCIETY OF 
TYPOGRAPHIC ARTS 

Mr, E. Willis Jones, expert de
signer, who created the style for 
The Mission of Baha'u'Uah, reports 
that the pamphlet has been accepted 
for exhibit at the Twenty-Sixth An
nual Exhibit of Design in Chicago 
Printing. It was selected among the 
one hundred items or so chosen from 
all those submitted, and will be on 
display in the Art Institute of Chi
cago for about two weeks beginning 
March 28. 

The same exhibit of fine printing 
then travels for a year on loan to 
some 20 organizations requesting it. 
such as college Schools of Art and 
Libraries. A certificate is awarded 
for each piece included in the Ex
hibit. 

~------------~ 

NatioDaJ Ba.hA~i Addresses 

National Bah,,'i Admioistrative 
Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois, 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
illinois. 
Make checks Payable to: 

National Bah,,'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishiog Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Baha', News Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
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The First lDtercontlnental Baha.~( Te&(!hln.l" Conference in Kampa.]a. Uganda, Africa. February lZ througb the 18th. Picture 
Is. taken in front of the Kampa) .. Ha'Ziratu' .. ·quds. 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

The Australi an believers report 
that copies of the Baha'i "Declara
tion of Human Obligations and 
Rights" t which was presented to the 
United Nations Human Rights Com
mission in February 1947, have been 
forwarded by the Public Relations 
Committee to all State Divisions of 
the Australian Association for 
United Nations. Each State Sec
retary was requested to make the 
copies available to the Standing 
Committees on Human Rights. 

World Religion Day Reports 

Glowing reports have been re
ceived concerning the success of 
World Religion Day celebrations. 
The yearly programs are attracting 
increasing numbers of interested 
people. 

CANADA 
World Religion Day Meetings 

World Religion Day meetings were 
held in many cities across Canada. 
Reports from the various com m uni
ties are enthusiastic; publicity was 

generally good and attendance ran 
high. 

Bahli'r P. re nls 

A statement from the Children's 
Tea ching- Committee of -Canada in 
the Canadian Baha'i News includes 
the following significant paragraph: 

'IThe responsibility of a Baha'i 
parent is infinitely greater than that 
of non-Baha'is, because as Baha'is 
we are able to see the goals toward 
which we are heading, that of having 
One World and one Faith. We are re
sponsible for the growth of future 
World Citizens." 

JAPAN 
A recent report from Japan tells 

of a two-page article on the Faith 
with a full page picture of the Baha'i 
House of Worship that appeared in 
the new year issue of View Maga
zine, the best English language mag
azine in Japan. 

A splendid achievement has be
gun with the re-issuing of the "Star 
of the Eas.t", a bulletin similar 
to Baha'i News, and named by 
'Abdu'l-Baha many years ago. Writ
ten in Japanese, it contains news 
items and excerpts from the Writ
ings translated by the Japanese 
Translation Committee. 

The Japanese Translation Commit
tee is working diligently to finish a 
Glossary for Baha'i us.e, and for 

"Baha'u'Uah and the New Era". 
They are translating a number of 
pamphlets and have nearly complet
ed "Selections from the Writings of 
'Abdu'l-Baha". 

Firesides . ar.,€: held _ regularly in 
Tokyo in both the English and J ap
anese languages. 

Correcti on of Error 

The report of the first Baha'i wed
ding in Japan carried in the Decem
ber issue of Baha'i News was pub
lished erroneously. 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
WORLD CENTER 

February Baha'i News listed eight 
sets of pictures taken at the World 
Center by Ted Cardell, and gave 
prices and the address from which 
to obtain these pictures. 

Due to technical difficulties at !be 
photographer's studio, the number of 
pictures in four of the sets has been 
reduced by one per set. and the price 
has been adjusted accordingly, 

Price No. in Set 
Shrine of the Bab $1.10 13 pictures 
Masraa House .30 3 pictures 
Relics ,80 1() pictures 
Miscellaneous .75 9 pictures 
The total price for all the pictures 

in the eight sets is $5.70. All checks 
and money orders should be made 
payable to Mrs. Dorothy V. Peter
sen, 2557 North 69th Street, Wauwa
tosa 10, Wisconsin, 
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FAITH IN ACTION 

Book displays in the library of the 
School of Mines at Golden, Colorado 
and the windows of the Public Serv
ice Co. of Evergreen, Colo., plus nu
merous posters announcing the pro-
gram enabled the Group of Jefferson 
County, Colorado~ to have a success
ful public meeting on the Fourth An
nual World Religion Day. 

Palo Alto, California used local 
newspaper ads, posters distributed in 
buses covering neighboring towns, 
and programs posted on the bulletin 
boards of Stanford University as well 
as private mailings to stimulate in
terest. 

Flint, Michigan, in addition to the 
above methods, was able to obtain 
free radio annOlU1cements over sev
en different stations. Other cities 
point up the effectiveness of person
al contact and phone calls to inter
ested people in order to attract them 
to the meetings. 

In Miami, Florida area meetings 
were held with the Baha'i groups 
during the week preceding World 
Religion Day, all leading up to that 
event. On January 16 a social eve
ning titled "The Festival of the Na
tionsU featured playlets by the chil
dren's classes and a talk on Africa 
and a South American film. The 
World Religion Day program pre
sented two Baha'i speakers. These 
public e~ents attracted good audi
ences. 

The Woman's Forum of Nassau 
County, Long Island, New York is. 
currently carrying notices of public 
meetings in their monthly magazine 
bringing the Faith to the attention 
of their large membership. 

In a new book entitled, "World Re
ligions and the Hope jor Peace" by 
David Rys Williams (Beacon Press, 
$2.75), there is a chapter called, 
"Baha'u'llith and World Federation." 

The youth group fireside in New 
York City has reached such propor
tions that it had to be broken up 
into two groups, meeting the same 
night, in the same building, but in 
different apartments. Also. a recent
ly instituted fireside in Harlem is go-

ing well, and New York feels that 
its concentration on firesides this 
year is producing excellent results. 
On February 17th, there was a short 
broadcast on "Minority News Re· 
port" over station WEVD on the 
African Baha'i Conference. 

In early March at the Youth Tem
ple in New York City a Baha'i 
shared the platform with represent
atives of the Society for the Preven
tion of World War III and a World 
Federalist on the subject of Peace. 
The Youth Temple is an organiza
tion of some 500 men and women of 
Jewish background which presents 
weekly lectures. The Baha'is had a 
book display in the lobby and distrib
uted literature to some 250 people. 

GREENVillE, S,C. 
GROUP WINS 
RIGHT TO HOLD 
NON-SEGREGATED MEETINGS 

What a joy it is to report this 
headline from the Greenville News, 
Greenville, S.C. "No Effort Will Be 
Made to Stop Baha'i Meetings", "In· 

-. ter-Racial Religious Sessions Not 
Contrary to City Law." 

Behind this headline is an appear
ance before the entire City govern
mental body by Dr. Roy Williams, 
chairman of the local Baha'i Group. 
After presenting to the Mayor, City 
manager, City attorney, and the 
members of the City Council a pam
phlet on the Faith, Dr. Williams an
swered questions, 

The Greenville News article states, 
"He explained that the Bahati Faith 
movement is a religions organization 
that must have non-segregated meet
ings each 19 days. He said the group 
did not wish to violate any city or 
state laws relating to segregation 
and asked COWlcil for a ruling. 

"Several aldermen expressed the 
opinion that the group, as a religious 
organization, could not be interfered 
with in the process of its meetings 
and activities because of the guaran
tee of freedom of worship." 

Thus a goal towards which the 
local group had been working for ten 
years was achieved. 

INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTS 

A~RIL. 1953 

The Message of the Baha'i Faith 
will be going out to listeners abroad 
in a series of thirteen international 
broadcasts beginning shortly before 
our Jubilee Celebrations, and con
tinuing weekly into July, through 
the facilities of Worldwide Broad
casting Company over station WRUL? 
out of Boston. 

Beamed to Europe and the Near 
East on one wave length, and to 
Latin America on another. these 
broadcasts, some in dialogue and 
s orne in story form, deal with the 
Baha'i Faith directly and carry the 
title "The Coming of World Religion". 

The Latin America series begins 
Sunday, April 19th, at 5:45 P.M. 
E.S.T., 15.31 megacycles, 19 meter 
band and 11. 79 megacycles, 25 meter 
band, The alternate series which 
carries into India as well as Europe 
and the Near East, begins Monday, 
April 20th at 3:15 P.M. E.S.T., 15.31 
megacycles, 19 meter band and 11.74 
megacycles, 25 meter band. The 
scripts have been written by Baha'i 
authors and have been narrated by 
Baha'is of professional experience. 

The Worldwide Broadcasting Com
pany (WRUL) has a high rating and 
an established audience of English
speaking people throughout the world. 

We are rejoiced at this opportunity 
to start the Ten Year Crusade by 
sending the Message of Baha'u'llilh 
out over the air waves in an inter
national series. 

-CENTENARY NEWS SmVICE" 

GREEN ACRE 
SUMMER SCHOOL 

"World Teacher, 
World Citizen" Theme 

This Jubilee year you will want to 
be at Green Acre; to live the Baha'i 
life in an unprejudiced atmosphere, 
to study on a college level the teach
ings of Baha'u'llilh, and to be happy 
sharing in the love and companion
ship of fellow believers. 

Returning pilgrims from Haifa 
and visitors to the Intercontinental 
Conferences - Kampala and Stock-
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holm - will share with you their 
happy moments at these gatherings. 

As a vital part of the ten year 
Crusade to promote international eX4 

pansion of our goals and activities, 
the Green Acre program is based on 
the theme - "World Teacher, World 
Citizen"; this in an effort to further 
prepare iridividuals to take their 
place in this global undertaking. The 
fun program will be available at a 
later date. The COurses are grouped 
under six main hE"adings: 

1. RESEARCH STUDY - Under 
competent leadership. geared to::> 
individual needs and directed 
towards personal development 
and goals. 

2. TEACHER TRAINING - Com
prehension and application of 
giving the message to include 
the psychology of teaching. 
Courses on How to Read, Listen, 
Write, Speak, Understand Re-

ligious B a c k g r 0 u n d 5, and 
Teaching the Faith to Children. 

3. TRAINING IN WORLD CITI
ZENSHIP - From individual 
re la tions to group s ta tus into 
community problems and, fi
nally, rounded out at an inter
national level. Purposes and 
functions of the Baha'i citizen 
in all aspects of Baha 'j Hving 
with accent upon preparation 
and inspiration to Pioneer. 

4. SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO 
RELIGION - Giving a firm 
scientific background toward in~ 
telligent discussion and expla
nation of the Faith in the event 
of natural inquiries. 

5. INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT 
-,-Basically, human relations 
from the Baha'i point of view. 
What is each individual best 
suited to do, in order to more 
adequately serve Baha'u'llAh? 

, 
6. DEEPENING KNOWLEDGE 

OF OUR OWN TEACHINGS -
Sources: Seven Valleys, The 
Kitab-i-tqAn, Some Answered 
Que s t i on s, and Mysterious 
Forces of Civilization. 

SPECIAL FEATURES - Daily 
devotions, Movies Hnked to courses, 
Planned recreation, Swimming (Riv
er and Ocean), Voluntary work for 
those who wish to contribute serv
ices to beautify and develop Green 
Acre. 

Children's School - mornings all 
summer. 

Youth and Adult Work Camp 
June 14th through July 5th, and 
September 8th through 2C)th - $15. 
per week. 

Young Adults Weeks- August lOth 
through 23rd. 

Youth program and activities in 
addition to regular courses - July 
27th through August 9th, and August 
24th through September 7th. 

Babi'i Ploneers to Africa taken a.t the African Intercontinental Conference. 
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GEYSERVILLE 
SUMMER SCHOOL 

'World Cru,ade" Theme 

SESSION I - June 28-July 5 
Prophecies of the New Day 
Group Dynamics 
Questions Asked by Non-Bahalis 

WEEK-END PROGRAM - July 5 
Unity Feast 
Temple Program 

SESSION II - July 5-12 
United Nations 
Preparation for Pioneering 
Building Administrative Centers 
Inquirer's Class 

WEEKEND PROGRAM - July 12 
Guardian's Messages 
Baha'; Geography 

SESSION III - July 12-19 
Spiritual Psychology 
The Station of the Manifestation 
Teaching Workshop 

WEEKEND PROGRAM 
Ishim 

SESSION IV -.July 19-26 
Persian Pronounciation & History 
Comparative Religions 
Know Your Baha'i Books 

WEEKEND PROGRAM - July 26 
Pioneering 
The Manife station 

SESSION V - July 26-Aug. 2 
Writing Baha'i Publicity 
Ten Year Crusade 
Administration 

Classes for Children and J tUliar 
Youth 
To be given simultaneously with 
the adult classes. They will include 
studies from the Christian Bible 
the lives of the Prophets: Jesus: 
Zoroaster, Buddha, Krishna Mu
lJammad, the Bah and Baha'u'Hah. 
The "New Spiritual Teachings for 
Today" and "Learning to Live To
gether" will be the themes for 
some classes. 
Memory work, dramatics, arts and 
crafts, recreation and music wiH 
be included. 

SCHEDULE OF RATES 
Room and Board - weekly rate: 

Double Room in Collins 
Dormitory ................ $28.00 

Women's and Girls' 
Dormitory .............. 22.00 

Men and Boys' Dormitory 20.00 
Room Only - daily rate: 

Double Room in Collins 
Dormitory ............ 3.00 

All Dormitory space ...... 1.50 
No charge will be made for children 
6 and under. All children unde r 15 
must be accompanied by parent un
less special permission is obtained. 

JUBILEE PAMPHLET IN BRAILLE 
The Committee on Baha'i Service 

for the Blind is happy to announce 
that barring unforeseen circum
stances, the Jubilee Pamphlet "The 
Mission of Baha'u'llah" will b~ avail
able in Braille, Grade Two, by April 
L Inquiries should be directed to: 

Baha'i Service for the Blind 
616 North Oxford Avenue 
Los Angeles 4, California 

-!-. 

This Year oj Jubilee 
(This is Part II, of Marzieh GaU's 

article describing the events of a cen
tury ago. The first part appeared in the 
March Baha'i News.) 

4. 
For Baha'is the world around this 

year of 1952 and 1953 is hOI~. It 
marks one hundred .years since 
Baha 'u'llah, the Glory of God re
ceived in the darkness of the Black 
Pit the first intimations of his 
Prophethood, the first knowledge 
that He was He Whom God Shall 
Manifest, the Promised One of the 
Bab and of all the other Prophets 
gone before. 

These words He now spoke and 
heard were not like human dreams. 
They were not the mutterings of the 
sick. They were the Honrushing force 
of the Divine Summons"!) calling 
Him to His Prophethood, and they 
are known from human words by 
their impact on the world. For ev
ery Prophet of God, like the sun in 
the sky, is His Own proof. And if you 
can believe that the Lord spoke 
through Moses or Buddha, through 
Zoroaster or Jesus or Mul).ammad, 
then by the same token you can be
lieve that He spoke through 
Baha'u'llah. 

After four months had passed, it 
became clear that Baha'u'llah was 
innocent of any crime. A man who 
had planned the attack on the Shah 
confessed and was beaten ~and 
stabbed to death. And the Glory of 
God, His health impaired, His treas
ures stolen, His palaces stripped and 
burned, was, in the dead of winter, 
banished out of Persia. He was con
demned to a lifetime of exile and 
imprisonment. He never, in the forty 
remaining years of His life, was to 
see His country again. He never 
again was to be free. The two kings 
who were His jailers drove Him 
from place to place, until at last He 
came to the prison at 'Akka On the 

6. G. P. B. 101 
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Mediterranean Sea. 
And that is how the Scripture was 

mysteriously fulfilled, that had 
promised long before: "out of prison 
He cometh to reign." (Ecc!. 4:14); 
had said that the Glory of God 
Hearne from the way of the East" 
(Ezek. 43:2); had prophesied of 
'Akka and Carmel and Sharon and 
had written: "Say unto the cities of 
Judah, Behold your God!" (Isa.-
40:9) Even the time when He was 
to come and be known had been set 
as this present time in which we live 
for the Scripture says: "When th~ 
Lord shal! build up Zion, He shall 
appear in His glory." (Ps. 102:16) 
. No Prophet of God, up tu our 

times, had fulfilled Isaiah~s promise 
of the Prince of Peace. Jesus said 
~~Suppose ye that r am come to giv~ 
peace on earth? I tell you, Nay· but 
rather division.'! (Luke 12:51). HI 
came not to send peace, but a 
sword." (Matt. 10:34). He foretold 
"wars and rumors of wars" and He 
said, contradicting a prophecy of 
isaIah, <IN ation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against king
dom." (Luke 21:10). And the religion 
of Mul:tammadt although essentially 
more humane and tolerant than any 
Faith before it, because of· its great 
doctrine, "Let there be no compul
sion in religior/' (Qur'an 2:257) _ 
MulJ.ammadanism as well does not 
preach a world at peace. 

It is Baha'u'llah, the Manifestation 
of God for our times, Who is the 
first Prophet in history to assure us 
of peace. His Faith promises peace

t 

not at some dimly future date, but 
befora the close of this twentieth 
century. He has come to redeem 
Isaiah's promise that ~'nation shall 
no~ lift up sword against nation, 
neIther shall they learn war any 
more." (Isa. 2:4). And the promise 
of Christ about the Comforter and 
the Spirit of Truth; and SI. John's 
promise that "God shall wipe away 
all tears." (Rev. 21:4). 

5. 

It is a hundred years ago this year 
that Baha 'u'llah was banished out of 
Persia. By then His enemies were 
sure that they had effaced the Bah 
and destroyed His one last cham· 
pion, the nobleman of Nur. They did 
not dream that the blood of those 
thousands whom they killed, would 
speak. They did not dream that far 
away, in unfamiliar countries, a peo-
pie not then living would be born, 
who would rise up and ask by what 



.AHA'I NEWS 

right they had tried to kill a Faith 
that belonged to all mankind. 

Because He has come not to one 
people but to the human race. He 
teaches that while religion is one, its 
Prophets, emerging down the years, 
are several. That religion, like 
science, like art, like every other en
deavor of the spirit - is progres
sive. That it must change from age 
to age, because its truth is relative, 
not absolute. He teaches that a man
made world is not good enough -
it must be woman-made as well. 
That war and poverty and hate are 
not good enough, and a religion
based world order must take their 
place. He promises the coming of a 
world commonwealth, in which 
science and religion shall play equal 
roles. He promises a world lan
guage, world education, world trade, 
a world police. He says that only 
the love of God can subdue the hu
man heart, that only the inner dis
ciplines of faith can control the in
dividual and at the same time leave 
him free. He teaches that all races, 
not one race, are made in the image 
of God, and that all will be gathered 
at the end j~beneath the one-colored 
covering of the dust t, 7 , to be 
called to account, and to abide for
ever. 

Today the writings of that Prison
er have been translated into ninety 
la~guages, including twelve African 
tongues. His followers, who come 
from every race, class and creed, 
are found in 124 countries of the 
world. In the United States alone, 
there are 1200 localities where 
Baha'is reside. There are Baha'is in 
Addis-Ababa and Anchorage, in Ma
gellanes and Manila, in I~fahiin and 
London. The world center of the 
Faith is Haifa, Israel; the American 
National Center, Wilmette, Illinois; 
the Persian, 'fihran, iran. 
I! had looked like the end, but it 

was really the beginning. At a time 
when His Cause was apparently lost, 
and He was shut away underground, 
in a hidden prison and a forgotten 
country-at such a time Bahit'u'llah 
was given the divine assurance of 
victory. In the years that were 
ahead, He was to establish His 
Faith. He was to write a hundred 
books. He was to announce His 
worldwide mission to all nations, 
through "Tablets" or letters which 
He addressed to the representatives 
of all mankind: to kings, presidents, 
and ecclesiastics, to the Sbilh, the 

7. HW. 48. 

Sultan, the Pope at Rome. He was 
to rekindle in the world so mething 
that had almost died out of it-the 
love of God. He wa s to say to the 
human race: 

liThe generations that ha.ve gone 
on before you-whither are they 
fled? And those round whom in life 
cirded the fairest and the loveliest 
of the la.nd, where now are they? 
Profit by their example, 0 people, 
and be not of them that are gone 
astray. 

{fOthers ere long will lay hands on 
what ye possess, and enter into your 
habitations. I'OC'line your ears to My 
words, and be not numbered among 
the foolish. 

II For every one of you his para
mount duty is to choose fOT himself 
that on which no other may infringe 
and- none usurp from him. Such a 
thing-and to this the Almighty is 
My witness-is the love of God, 
could ye but perceive it. 

H Build ye for yourselves such 
houses as the rain and floods can 
never destroy, which shall protect 
you from the changes and chances 
of this Hfe. This is the instruction of 
Him Whom the world hath wronged 
and forsaken. "8 

In the night of May 29, 1892, death 
came to Baha'u'llah. A telegram to 
the Sultan began: "The Sun of BaM 
has set."9 ... 

6. 
"Jubilee" goes back to a Hebrew 

word that means trumpet blast. This 
first century of the Baha'i world re
ligion ends with a jubilee year. 
Around the world, this year, Baha'is 
will be publicly and continuously an
nouncing the advent of Bahit'u'llith, 
and asking all humanity to investi
gate His message. 

For the long ordeal of man is not 
yet over, although the end and the 
bright future are in sight. And in 
this year of 1953, the Baha'is have 
made themselves a solemn pledge: 
they have vowed to accomplish 
more, during the next ten years, than 
has been done during all the hun
dred previous years of their world 
mission. 

HI was a Hidden Treasure," God 
says, in a Mul].ammadan sacred tra
dition. HI was a Hidden Treasure, 
and I desired to be known; where
fore. I created the creation, that I 
might be known." 

But man forgets His God, and then 

8. Gr. 261. 
9. G.P.B. 222. 
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he yields to a far sterner master, 
his own desires. And men who are 
their own slaves soon become the 
slaves of stronger men, and nothing 
in the world but truth, which is an
other name for the Word of God, can 
set them free. 

Baha'u'llah is the Word of God for 
modern times. To save mankind 
from bondage, He remained a pris
oner and an exile for forty years. 

As we look back across this cen
tury, and think of Him chained un
derground in Tihran. we wonder at 
the miracle that has carried His 
teachings around the world. 

If we had seen Him then, when 
they brought Him out of the Pit· 
bent and wasted away, in priso~ 
clothes, His neck raw and swollen 
from the chains, we would have seen 
nothing ahead of Him but death. We 
would have found no hope for the 
Christ-promised Kingdom then, as 
we watched His fateful cavalcade 
moving out of Persia over the gra; 
snows, under the intermittent moon
light and the mottled sky. 

The Baha'i Faith: Info'rmation Statis
tical and Comparative 1844-1952, 
with supplement, The Ten Year 
International Baha'i Teaching and 
Consolidation Plan 1953-1963. 
A new statistical pamphlet pre
pared by the Guardian. which sur
veys the spread and development 
of the Faith since its inception. 
The supplement presents the Ten 
Year Crusade in full detail. The 
many tasks outlined in the Guar
dian's October 8th cable allllounc
ing the goals of the Ten Year Cru
sade are fully described. A map of 
the world prepared by the Guard
ian showing the many objectives 
to be attained, is included. This 
pamphlet will be available at the 
Jubilee Conference. 

The Spell of the Temp!e by Allen 
McDaniel. 
A new book written by Mr. Mc
Daniel, long associated with the 
construction of the building. and a 
former member of the National 
Assembly, describes the erection 
of the Baha'i House of Worship 
with affection and interest. Illus
trated. Available about May 1st. 

Price $2.50 
Daily News Reprint. 

A reprint of the article on the 
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Sce~e during ODe of the sessions of the In1:ereontinental Conference in Kampala, 
Mrlca. In the center are Miss Elsie Austin. representatJve of the Na.tional Spiritual 
Assembty of the United states and Mrs. Dorothy Baker, Hand of the Cause. 

Temple which appeared in the 
Chicago Daily News in December, 
1952, entitled "100 Year Old 
Dream". 5 pictures. Pr., 10 for $.75 

Divine Art oj Living, will be avail
able again in April. New light 
green cloth cover with deep green. 
lettering. Price $1.50 

The Baha'i World Map. The world 
map prepared for Vol. XI of Baha'i 
World is available separately. This 
map shows the spread of the 
Bahi>.'! World Community to 1950. 
and can be used for displays. 30 x 
18112'. Price $ .50 

Renewal of Civilization, cloth bound, 
available about June 10th. $1.25 

Six Lessons On Is~am by Marzieh 
GaiL New and excellent materia] 
for study of MuI)ammad and the 
Qur'an, valuable for individual, 
group, and Summer School study. 
The National Spiritual Assembly 
highly recommends this course for 
supplying background knowledge 
for pioneers during the coming 
World Crusade. 40 pp., 81,2 x 11. 
paper cover. Price $ .75 

Mr. Frank Zyken, St. Louis, Mo. 
February 16, 1953 

Mrs. Frieda Schneider, Milwaukee 6, Wis. 
February 17, 1953 

Memphis, Tenn., Miss Wilma Crow to 
Mr. James U. Clark 

November 4, 1952 
Los Angeles. Calif .. Miss Lois Hall to 

Mr. Maurice Willows 
January 31, 1953 

Palo Alto, Calif., Mrs. Jcrrideen McLeod 
to Mr. Fr ank R. Raymond 

(Date not· reported) . 
Detroit,. Michigan, Miss June M. Sims to 

Mr. R. Brandon Meese 
February 14, 1953 

Ventura, Calif .. Mrs. Helen Craig to Mr. 
Theodore N. Nelson 

February 4, 1953 
San F'rancisco. Calif., Miss Beatrice 

Emma Groger to Mr. James Spencer 
Morgan 

February 20, 1953 

APRIL, 1951 

Holy Days: 
April 21·May 2, Period of Ridvim 
May 23, Dec! ara tion of the Bil b 
May 29, Ascension of Baha'U'llilh 

Jubilee Celebrations: 
National Convention. April 29-

May 1 
Temple Dedication, May 2 
All-America Intercontinental Con

ference, May 3-6 
Feasts: 

April 9 - J alaI, Glory 
April 28 - Jamal, Beauty 
May 17 - 'Afamat, Grandeur 

National Assembly Meeting: 
April 25, 25, 27. and 28 

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS 
AND CHANGES 

Loca] Spiritual Assem bhes: 
GLENDALE, CALIF. 

Mrs. Helen S. Anderson, See'y. 
III N. Louise St., Apt. 107, Zone 6 

LONG BEACH. CALIF .. 
Mrs. Frances James, See'y. 
217 Grand Ave., Apt. 6 

MAUl, HAWAII 
Mrs. Lillian T. Chou, Sec'y. 
agu Lanai St. 
Kahului. Maui, T. H. 

CHICAGO, ILL. 
Mrs. Myrtle Wendler, Sec'y. 
4038 N. Ashland Ave., Zone 13 

MUSKEGON, MICH. 
Mrs. Emma M. Allen, See'y. 
1596 8th Street, Apt. 2 

ALBUQUERQUE, N. M. 
Mrs, Mary L, Ewing, Sec'y. 
1830 Arizona, N.E, 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 
Mrs. Della C. Quinlan, Sec'y. 
add to address: 
c/o Baha'i Center, Room 615 

PROVIDENCE. R. I. 
Mrs. Ethel Murray, Sec'y. 
209 Douglas Ave. 

Regiona] Teaching Committees: 
RTC OF MICHIGAN 

Mrs. Marguerite True, Sec'y. 
Change zone number to 36 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is througbout the United States. and to Baha'j administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith informed of international, national and local" Baha'i developments, and serve as an organ for the distribu
bon of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Baha'i Council. and the general announcements pre-
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports. plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblieill 
of the United States as wen as from National Assemblies' of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the flrst day of the 
month pr€ceding the date 01 issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1952-1953: Mrs. Eunice Braun·, 
Managing Editor; Mr. Willi"a·in C. Henning, Miss Farrukh loas, Mrs. Ruth Jones, Miss Joan Lozier, Mr. Robert Monl. 
Editorial Office: IHl Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'f Administrative H€adquarters. 536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette. 
nlinois. U.S.A. 
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THE GUARDIAN'S MESSAGE TO THE FORTY-FIFTH ANNUAL BAHA'I CONVENTION 
The United States' Tasks in World Crus.de 

My soul is uplifted in joy and 
thanksgiving at the triumphant con
clusion of the seC()nd Seven Year 
Plan immortalized by the brilliant 
victories simultaneously won by the 
vanguard of the hosts of Bahit'u'llah 
in Latin America, in Europe and in 
Africa,--victories befittingly crowned 
through the consummation of -a fifty 
year old enterprise, the completion 
of the first Ma~riqu'l-A<lbkar of the 
Western World. The signal success 
that has attended the second collec
tive enterprise undertaken in the 
course of the American Baha'i history 
climaxes a term of stewardship to 
the Faith of Bahll'u'llith, of almost 
three score years duration, - a 
period which has enriched the annals 
of the concluding epoch of the Heroic, 
and shed lustre on the first thirty 
years of the Formative Age of the 
Baha'i Dispensation. So fecund a 
period has been marked by teaching 
activities unexcelled throughout the 
westeIn world and has been distin~ 
guished by administrative exploits 
unparalleled in the annals of any 
Baha'i National Community whether 
in the East or in the West. I am 
impelled, on the occasion of the 
anniversary of the Most Great Fes
tival, coinciding with a triple cele· 
bration - the dedication of the 
Mother Temple of the West, the 
launching of a World Spiritual Cru
sade and the Commemoration of the 
Birth of Baha'u'll3.h's Mission - to 
pay warmest tribute to the pre
eminent share which the American 
Baha'i Community has had in the 
course of over half a century in pro
claiming His Revelation, in shielding 
His Cause, in championing His Cove
nant, in erecting the administrative 
machinery of His embryonic World 
Order, in expounding His teachings, 
in translating and disseminating His 
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Holy Word, in despatching the mes
sengers of His Glad-Tidings, in 
awakening Royalty to His Call, in 
succouring His oppressed followers, 
in routing His enemies, in upholding 
His Law, in asserting the indepen
dence of His Faith, in multiplying 
the financial resources of its nascent 
institutions and, last but not least, in 
rearing its greatest House of Wor
ship - the first Ma:mriqu'I-AcLhkar 
of the Western World. 

The hour is now ripe for this 
greatly gifted richly blessed Com
munity to arise and reaffirm, through 
the latmching of yet another enter
prise, its primacy, enhance its 
spiritual heritage, plumb greater 
depths of consecration and capture 
loftier heights in the course of its 
strenuous and ceaseless labors for 
the exaltation of God's Cause. 

The Ten Year Plan, constituting 
the third and final stage of the initial 
epoch in the evolution of 'Abdu'l
Baha's Master Plan, which,'God will
ing: will raise to greater heights the 
fame of the stalwart American 
Baha'i Community, and seat it upon 
"the throne of an everlasting domin
ion," envisaged by the Author of 
the Tablets of this same Plan, in
valves: First, the opening of the 
following virgin territories, eleven 
in Africa: Cape Verde Islands, Canary 
Islands, French Somaliland, French 
Togoland~ Mauritius, Northern Terri
tor i e s Protectorate~ Portuguese 
Guinea, Reunion Island, Spanish 
Guinea, St. Helena and st. Thomas 
Island; eight in Asia: Caroline 
Islands, Dutch New Guinea, Hainan 
Island, Kazakhstan, Macao Island, 
Sakhalin Island, Tibet and Tonga 
Islands; six in Europe: Andorra, 
Az'Ores, Balearic Islands, Lofoten 
Islands, Spitzbergen and Ukraine, 
and four in America: Aleutian Islands, 

Falkland Islands, Key West and 
Kodiak Island, Second, the consolida. 
tion of the F ai th in the following 
territories, Six in Asia: China, For. 
mosa, Japan, Korea, Manchuria, 
Philippine Islands; two in Africa: 
Liberia and South Africa; twelve in 
Europe: the ten Goal Countries, Fin
land and France; three in America: 
the Hawaiian Islands, Alaska and 
Puerto Rico. Third~ the extension of 
assistance to the National Spiritual 
Assemblies of the Baha'is of Central 
and South America, as well as to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Italy and Switzerland 
in forming twenty National Spiritual 
Assemblies in the Republics of Latin 
America and two in Europe, namely 
in Italy and Switzerland; the exten
sion of assistance for the establish· 
ment of a National l;Ia~iratu'I·Quds 
in the capital of each of the afore~ 
mentioned countries as well as of 
national Baha'i endowments in these 
same countries. Fourth, the estab
lishment of ten National Spiritual 
Assemblies in the following Euro
pean countries: Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, Belgium, Holland, Luxem
bourg, Spain, Portugal, France and 
Finland. Fifth, the establishment of 
a National Spiritual Assembly in 
Japan and one in the South Pacific 
Islands. Sixth, the establishment of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Baha'is of Alaska. Seventh, the 
establishment of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
South and West Africa. Eighth, the 
incorporation of each of the fourteen 
above-mentioned National Spiritual 
Assemblies. Ninth, the establishment 
of national Baha'i endowments by 
these same National Spiritual As
semblies. Tenth, the establishment 
of a National I;Ia~fratu'l-Quds in the 
capital city of each of the eleven of 
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the aforementioned countries, as well 
as one in Anchorage, one in Suva, 
and one in Johannesburg. Eleventh, 
the erection of the first Dependency 
of the first Ma.wriqu'I-Ac;Lhkar of the 
Western World. Twelfth, the exten· 
sion of assistance for the purchase 
of land for four future Temples, two 
in Europe: in Stockholm and Rome; 
one in Central America, in Panama 
City; and one in Africa, in J ohannes~ 
burg. Thirteenth, the completion of 
the 1 ands ca ping of the grounds of 
the MaiIDriqu'I-A<ib.kar in Wilmette. 
Fourteenth, the raising to one hun
dred of the number of incorporat
ed local assemblies within the Ameri
can Union. Fifteenth, the raising to 
three hundred of the number of 
local spiritual assemblies in that 
same country. Sixteenth, the incor
poration of spiritual assemblies in 
the leading cities of Sweden. Norway, 
Denmark, Belgium, Holland, Luxem
bourg, Spain and Portugal, as well 
as of the spiritual assemblies of 
Paris, of Helsingfors, of Tokio, of 
Suva and of Johannesburg. Seven-
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The pboto at the left shows the north 
door of the Shrine of the Blib in Haifa, 
Israel. Below are displayed some relics 
of the Ba b. The large book is a copy of 
the Bayan, transcribed by tbe Bah's 
secretary at Chihriq. Small book is the 
Bab's pocket Quran, first and second 
pages llIamillated. Small article at right 

teenth, the quadrupling of the num
ber of the local spiritual assemblies 
and the trebling of the number of 
localities in the aforementioned 
countries. Eighteenth, the translation 
of Baha'i literature into ten lan
guages in Europe: Basque, Estonian, 
Flemish, Lapp, Maltese, Piedmon
tese, Romani, Romansch, Yiddish 
and Ziryen; ten in America: 
Aguaruna, Arawak. Blackloot, Chero
kee, Iroquois, Lengua, Mataco, Maya, 
Mexican and Yahgan. Nineteenth, 
the conversion to the Faith of mem
bers of the leading Indian tribes. 
Twentieth, the conversion to the 
Faith of representatives of the Basque 
and Gipsy races. Twenty-first, the 
establishment of summer-schools in 
each of the Scandinavian and Benelux 
countries, as well as those of the 
Iberian Peninsula. TwentY-'!iecond, 
the Proclamation of the Faith 
through the Press and Radio through
out the United States of America. 
Twenty-third, the establishment of a 
Baha'i Publishing Trust in Wilmette, 
Illinois. Twenty-fourth, the formation 

ts the Bib's ring. 

of an Asian Teaching Committee de
signed to stimulate and coordinate 
the teaching activities initiated by 
the Plan. 

May this Community-the spiritual 
descendants of the Dawn-Breakers of 
the Heroic Age of the Baha'i Faith. 
the chief repository of the immortal 
Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine 
Plan, the foremost executors of the 
Mandate issued by the Center of 
Baha'u'llah's Covenant, the champ
ion-builders of a divinely conceived 
Administrative Order, the standard
bearers of the all-conquering army 
of the Lord of Hosts, the torch
bearers of a future divinely inspired 
world civilization - arise, in the 
course of the momentous decade 
separating the Great from Most 
Great Jubilee, to secure, as befits its 
rank, the lion's share in the prose
cution of a global crusade designed 
to diffuse the Light of G<ld's Revela
tion over the surface of the entire 
Planet. 

-SHOGHI 
April 29, 1953 
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THE GUARDIAN'S 
SUPPLEMENTARY MESSAGE 
TO FORTY-FIFTH 
ANNUAL CONVENTION 

(On the) occasion (of the) fivefold 
historic celebration - (the) dedica
tion (for) public worship (of the) 
holiest MaIDriqu'I-Aollikilr (of the) 
Baha'i world; (the) convocation (of 
the) Second Intercontinental Teach
ing Conference (of the) Holy Year; 
(the) Anniversary (of the) Declara
tion (of) Baha'u'llah (in the) Garden 
of Ri<;lvan; (the) holding (of the) 
Forty-Fifth American Baha'i Con
ven tion, (and the) launching (of the) 
epochal, global spiritual Crusade, 
marking (the) climax (of the) fes
tivities associated (with the) Cen
tenary (of the) Birth (of) BaM
'u'llah's Mission - announce (to) 
His followers (of) East (and) West 
(that the) final phase (of the) con
struction (of the) Bitb's Sepulchre 
(has been) ushered in through (the) 
erection (of) scaffolding (for the) 
completion (of the) shuttering (of 
the) dome. 

Forty-four gilded tiles out of (a) 
total (of) twelve thousand, designed 
(to) cover two hundred fifty square 
meter surface (of the) dome (were) 
placed (in) permanent position (on 
the) eve (of the) ninth day (of the) 
Ninetieth Anniversary (of the) Ric;ivan 
Festival. (On the) afternoon (of the) 
same day, during (the) course (of a) 
moving ceremony (in the) presence 
(of) pilgrims (and) resident believers 
(of) 'Akkit (and) Haifa, (there was) 
placed reverently (a) fragment (of 
the) plaster ceiling (of the) Bitb's 
prison cell (in the) Castle (of) Mah
Ku, beneath (the) gilded tiles (of the) 
crownlng unit (of the) majestic 
edifice. Circumambulated (the) base 
(of the) dome, paid homage (to) 
His memory, (and) recalled (His) 
afflictive imprisonment. Offered 
prayer (on) behalf (of the) friends 
(of) East (and) West (on a) subse
quent visit (to the) interior (of) His 
Shrine. 

Preparatory steps are now being 
taken (for the) pouring (of) concrete 
(for the) construction (of the) ribs 
(of the) dome, as well as (the) orna
mental stones surrounding its base, 

(My) hopes (are) heightened (that 
the) termination (of the) five-year
long, three-quarter million dollar 
enterprise, undertaken (in the) heart 
(of) Carmel, (will) coincide (with 
the) termination (of the) worldwide 

celebrations commemorating (the) 
Centenary (of the) inception (of) 
Baha.'u'llah's Ministry, 

Also announce (the) formation (of) 
no less (than) sixteen new Spiritual 
Assemblies (in the) African con
tinent:-Monrovia, Benghazi, Nairobi, 
Jinja, Akarukei, Tilling, Mbale, 
Atoot, Kococwa, Acissa, Opot. Fassy, 
Ocaka, Osopotoil, Kadoki, Kabuku. 

(In) Uganda alone (the) number 
(of) believers (is) over two hundred 
ninety, residing (in) twenty-five 
localities, representative (of) twenty 
tribes. 

Finally share (the) heart-warming 
news (of the) impending establish
ment (of the) long-overdue I;Ia:firatu'l
Quds (in the) French capital through 
(the) conclusion (of an) agreement 
(to) purcha s e (a) nine thous and 
pound property situated (in the) best 
residential quarter (of the) city. 

Kiyani's spontaneous, generous 
contribution (is) solely responsible 
(for the) achievement (of the) great 
victory (of the) establishment (of 
the) institution designed (to) serve 
(as the) adminis tra ti ve headquarters 
(of) both (the) present Paris As
sembly (and the) projected French 
National Spiritual Assembly. 

Advise (the) American National 
Assembly (to) share (this) message 
(with its) sister Assemblies (through
out the) Baha'i world. 

-SHoom 
Haifa, April 30, 1953 

THE GUARDIAN'S CABLE 
CONCERNING MRS. 
FLORENCE MORTON 

On learning of the passing of Mrs. 
Florence Morton, Worcester, Mass., 
former member of the National Spiri
tual Assembly and for some years 
its Treasurer, the Assembly cabled 
the Guardian to ioform him. Shoghi 
Effendi has cabled this reply, re
ceived April 8; 

"Grieve passing faithful promoter 
(of) Faith. Praying (for the) progre" 
(of her) soul." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Correction - Guardian's Cable 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has been informed by the Assistant 
Secretary writing on behalf of the 
Guardian, that three errors appeared 
in the text of the Guardian's cable 

l 

dated February 9, published in 
Baha'i News for March. 

In the first paragraph, the sentence 
beginning "World wide celebra
tions . . ." should read "World wide 
celebrations (of the) Holy Year in
augurated last October heightened 
(during) course present month 
through (the) holding (of the) epoch 
making gathering, moving steadily 
towards climax (during) approaching 
Ric;lvan festivities (have been) great
ly enhanced," etc. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

CONCERNING TRAVEL 
ARRANGEMENTS TO 
NEW DELHI CONFERENCE 

From the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the Baha'is of India, Pakistan 
and Burma word comes that those at
tending the Intercontinental Confer
ence should make certain that their 
travel arrangements provide for 
transportation through to New Delhi, 
and do not terminate at Karachi in 
the event they travel via that city. 
It is difficult on account of currency 
regulations for a traveler at Karachi 
to secure transportation from there 
to New Delhi unless his travelers' 
checks or other currency meet these 
re gula tions. 

-NATIONAL SPmnUAL ASS&MBLY 

RECOGNITION OF 
BAHA'I HOLY DAYS 

The response to the Guardian's 
wish, that local Assemblies apply to 
the School authorities for permission 
to excuse Baha'i children from at
tendance on Baha'i Holy Days, is 
augmenting. 

Since the last notice on this subject 
in Baha'i News the National Spiritual 
Assembly has learned that the fol
lowing Assemblies: have applied fo~ 
and obtained such recognition: Wil:' 
mington, Del., San Francisco, Cal., 
Newton, Mass., ShoreWOOd, Wise .. 
Cleveland, 0., Prince George's Coun
ty, Md. 

This is a matter for all Assemblies 
to carry out where children of 
Baha'is are attending school. 

-NATIONAL SPllUTUAL ASSEMBLY 
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THE TEN YEAR CRUSADE 

The broad outlines of the world
encircling plan were divinely re
vealed. Its course was chartered by 
'Abdu'l-Baha's infallible Pen. Its 
shining goals have been set. The 
requisite administrative machinery 
has been created. The signal has 
been given by the Author of the Plan, 
its Supreme Commander. The Lord 
of Hosts. the King of Kings has 

pledged unfailing ajd to every cru
sader battling for His Cause. Invisi
ble battalions are mustered, rank 
upon rank, ready to pour forth re
inforcements fro m on h i g h. 
Baha'u'llah's army of light is stand
ing on the threshold of the Holy 
Year. Let them, as they enter it, vow 
with one voice, one heart, one soul, 
never to turn back in the entire 
course of the fateful decade ahead 
until each and everyone will have 
contributed his share in laying 
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on a \vorld-wide sca~e an unassail
able administrative foundation for 
Baha'u']lilh's Christ-promised King
dom on earth, swelling thereby the 
chorus of lUliversal jubilation where
in earth and heaven will join as 
prophesied by Daniel, echoed by 
'Abdu'l-Baba; "on that day will the 
faithful. rejoice with exceeding glad
ness". 

(From Launching the World-Em
bracing Spiritua~ Crusade by Shoghi 
Effendi) 

Capping the Pylons on the Baha'i House of Worship. Wilmette, Illinois. View left above shows the placing of the first cap on a 
first story pylon. View at right above shows the first cap being placed on a second story pylon. BeloW are several photos show

illg' the pJ'ocess of placing these final orna.ments on the House of Worship. 
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The Bands of the Cause attending the First Intercontinental Baha.'i Teacbing Conference in Kampala, Uganda., Afriea~ Feb
nu,ry 12 through 18th. The Ka.m.pala lla.ziratu'l...Quds is in the background. Left to right are: Musi. Ba.Dii.Di, VaUyu'lIih Varqa., 
Shu''''uU8.h 'Ala.'i, Mason Berney. Horace Holley. Ta.razu'llAb Samandari, Dhikru'Ua.h Khidim, Leroy lOBs. Dorothy Balter, 

THE AFRICA 
INTERCONTINENTAL 
CONFERENCE 

The Bahit'i Africa Conference was 
a unique and history-making event 
and it lived up to its theme "LIGHT 
OVER AFRICA". Kampala is one 
of the lovelier and more temperate 
spots of Africa where the Native 
African and the European are not in 
bitter competition. In this Protec
torate during February 12 to 18, the 
first Baha'i Intercontinental Con
ference of the year was held. Meet
ings were held in a large and wella 

made army Marquee erected on the 

• Ali-Akbar Furntan. 

spacious attractive grounds of the 
Kampala I:Ia?-iratu'I-Quds. In that 
tent, which was literally and figura
tively a tent of the Oneness of Man
kind, Baha'is assembled from 19 
countries and 30 races coming from 
the continents of America, Asia, 
Europe and Africa. The Africans 
were well represented and constitut
ed a majority of the Conference. 
They came from 18 tribes of Uganda 
and from North Africa. In addition 
there were Baha'is from North, East, 
West and South Africa. This ming
ling of races and nationalities done 
upon such a high and dignified level, 
pToductive oj such happiness and in
spiration, seTved to obliterate com· 

pletely any sense of strangeness, 
tension or separation which usually 
chaTacteTizes the meeting of races 
who have tong observed the divisive 
traditions and embittering sepaTa. 
tions established by old tTaditions in 
Africa. Thus the Kampala Conference 
designed in the spirit of Unity estab
lished and demonstrated the Baha'i 
patterns for harmony and unity 
among the children of men. 

There were some 232 Baha'is 
attending the Conference. The joy 
and eagerness which characterizes 
Baha'i gatherings was apparent 
throughout the Conference. And with 
it there was earnest consultation 
over the tasks and opportunities of 
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the Great Teaching Crusade, the 
training of Baha'i teachers, the 
maturing of individual Baha'is to the 
spirit and principles of their Faith, 
and the important work of develop
ing and consolidating Baha'i groups 
and Assemblies throughout the Afri
can Continent. (Excerpts from some 
of the talks are given in following 
pages.) 

The momentum of the Conference 
and its high spirit were launched by 
the period of earnest and beautiful 
prayers with which it opened. Follow
ing this the messages from the Be
loved Guardian were read. It was as 
if he released a new power with each 
word, for he gave us the magnificent 
scope of the Crusade, a set of ob
jectives, and a wide perspective on 
the Crusade and its relation to the 
development of the World Order of 
Bah"'u'llah. Along with these great 
messages, the Guardian sent a strik
ing map of the world in which, with 
his own hands, he had drawn the 
Crusade objectives and by means of 
colors and lines charted the assign
ments made to each country and re
lated the responsibilities. The Mes
sages and the maps were presented 
by Leroy Ioas, Hand of the Cause 
who came as the Guardian's repre
sentative to the Conference. He 
gave us the Beloved Guardian's 
words and views in a most stirring 
way, pointing out that through this 
Holy Crusade the Baha'is will in 10 
years double the work they have 
accomplished in 110 years. They wi!! 
cover the earth with the glory of 
the Lord, thus fulfilling the ancient 
prophecy of Daniel. He made us 
understand that the victories ahead 
as well as those past would be due 
to our ability to strengthen the ad
ministrative order and demonstrate 
the devotion and service which is the 
spirit of the Baha'i Faith. 

The Conference agenda was de
signed to draw upon the teaching and 
adininistrative experience 8f the 
Baha'is around the world. Talks of 
great wisdom, information and in
spiration were given by the Hands 
of the Cause, the Assembly represen
tatives from the U.S., Great Britain, 
Persia, India and fran. The Africa 
pioneers who had done the ground
breaking in Africa's widely differing 
areas contributed much in their 
down-to-earth discussion of the pio
neers' problems, and the attitudes 
they must be prepared to face and 
with which they must deal. 

The high spiritual note of the con-

ference came when its visitors were 
afforded the privilege of viewing the 
Photograph of the Portrait of the Bab 
which the Beloved Guardian had sent 
a s a special gift. The occ asion was 
one of great reverence and spiritual 
dedication. Preceding the viewing of 
this Portrait a short period was de
voted to stories of the Bab told by 
the Persian Hands and by Mr. Leroy 
10as. Then in a most beautiful voice 
Mr. 'AIi·Akbar Furlitan, one of the 
Hands, chanted the Visiting Tablet 
in the original tongue. The Portrait 
was then set upon a table befittingly 
gra ced with silk and roses. Each 
row of believers then walked reve
rently by to view the Portrait, re
membering the suffering and service 
of the Bab, martyred for Heralding 
the Dawn of a World Faith. 

Along with this Portrait the Guard
ian sent another very valuable and 
impressive gift to the Conference. It 
was a beautifully lettered scroll of 
portions of the Bab's Commentary 
on the Surih of Joseph. This magnifi
cent revelation of the Bab was the 
one He gave on the night of His an
nouncement of His station and Mis
sion. The Guardian said that the 
Commentary was the Bible of the 
early Baha'is and that the Bab sent 
portions of it to Baha'u'IIa.h, Who 
when He read it acknowledged the 
Bab. This Commentary is significant 
for many things. In it the Bab gave 
prophecies concerning the suffering 
which would come, and concerning 
the extension of the F ai th to Africa. 
In it, also, He first called the people 
of the West to issue forth from their 
cities in the service of the Faith. 

The African Baha'is evidenced 
great interest and concentration dur
ing the Conference. They fonowed the 
consultation closely and frequently 
participated, expressing their views 
on matters discussed. Two African 
women of the Teso tribe addressed 
the Conference. They were particu
larly concerned with the emphasis 
the Faith places upon education and 
freedom from prejudice. Several of 
their speakers made an appeal for 
Baha'i teachers and schools. 

Conference languages were English, 
Persian, Teso African and Swahili. 
The African and Persian interpreters 
did a masterful job of translating the 
talks and discussion contributions. 
They spoke with eloquence and ease, 
so that none of the listeners lost the 
expression and fire of what was said 
during the sessions. 

The Persian Baha'is brought a 

MAY, It53 

unique spirit to the Conference. They 
added a warmth and a human in
terest which endeared them to all. 
The Hands gave us interesting stories 
of the early days of the Faith. One 
of them, Mr. Tara~u'llB.h Samandari, 
the only living Baha'i who saw Baha
'u'llah, enchanted us with the stories 
and reminiscences of his meeting and 
his visit with Baha'u'llBh. There was 
a spontaneous and natural friendli
ness about the Persian Baha'is. They 
gave. the Mrican believers such 
courtesies and such whole hearted 
affection. Mrs. Varqa, wife of the 
Hand of the Cause, at the close of 
one session gave each of the African 
ladies a gift of lovely Persian jewelry 
which utterly delighted everyone. 

The American Baha'is also came 
in for a share of special interest 
from the Africans. They seemed 
eager to learn about America and 
spent many hours questioning the 
American friends. Americans attend
ing the Conference were Hands of the 
Cause, Dorothy Baker, H-orace 
Holley, and Leroy loa s and Mason 
Remey (now at the World Center 
of the Faith); NSA representatives 
Elsie Austin and Matthew Bullock; 
pioneers William Foster, Valerie 
Wilson, Rex and Mary Collison, 
Mary and Allan Elston; Africa 
Committee Members Marguerite 
Sears and Ludmilla Van Sombeek; 
visitors Mildred Mottahedeh, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sabet from the United States, 
Canadian visitor Eddie Elliott, and 
Central American visitor Mabel 
Sneider from Panama. 

The spirit of Louis Gregory, first 
Negro Hand of the Cause, was keenly 
felt at the African Conference. The 
story of the Life of Louis Gregory 
as issued by the NSA was sent to the 
Coaference. The Africans eagerly 
read all of it and expressed keen 
interest and deep admiration for this 
distinguished servant of the Cause 
of Bahit'u'llith who devoted his life 
to the promulgation of the Teach
ings. Several asked that a large 
picture of Louis Gregory be sent to 
the 1:ia"iratu'I-Quds in Kampala. 

Two public meetings were held in 
connection with the Conference in 
Kampala. The first was at Makere 
College, the leading African college 
in East Africa for African na ti ves. 
Horace Holley and H. M. Balyuzi (of 
Great Britain) spoke at this meeting, 
which was well attended by Euro
peans, Africans and Asians. The 
second meeting was held at the Con
ference Marquee. Matthew Bullock 
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Views of the Kampala ConlereDCe. AI left Leroy lou greets new believers. At right Na1ha.n Olet translates iuto Teso Ja.ncuace. 
(See December Baba.'f News:, page 7) 

and Dorothy Baker were its speak
ers. This meeting attracted lively 
comment in the Kampala press as 
the result of slanted reporting. How
ever, from it came an opportunity to 
reply to the article which misstated 
the teachings ot the Faith. In addi
tion to the public meetings and the 
press publicity, we must mention 
the two fine window displays which 
were arranged in Kampala. Both 
were in prominent shops on the main 
street of Kampala, and were arrang. 
ed by American pioneers. the Colli. 
sons and the Elstons. The displays 
were of books, posters and pamphlets 
on the Faith, pictures of the Temple 
and a circle of dolls which represent
ed the various races and nationali
ties. These windows drew crowds of 
Europeans, Afrie ans and Asians. 

The Conference released a special 
booklet for teaching use in Mrica .. 
It was The Baha'i Life, an unusually 
fine compilation of the teachings 
selected and arranged by Rex and 
Mary Collison for the British Africa 
Teaching Committee who published 
the pamphlet. 

The Conference closed on a very 
high note of dedication. Every be
liever there resolved to achieve a 
share of service toward the new 
goals, and a new power in living 
the principles of the Faith. All under
stood the grave responsibilities the 
Baha'is face as they enter upon the 
gr~atest religious Crusade in history. 
All knew that the victories sought 

could come only through deeds which 
expressed sincere devotion, wisdom, 
purity of heart, courageous and tire
less service in the promotion of that 
which will advance the Unity of 
Mankind. 

Excerpts from the 
Conference Talks 

Leroy Ioas: The Guardian feels 
that the pioneers are doing great and 
wonderful service to the Cause of 
Baha'u'llan.. They are leaving their 
homes, and dispersing to carry the 
Glad Tidings of the Kingdom of God 
on Earth. He feels that the work of 
the pioneer in Africa is the most im
portant work today. Theirs is the 
great task. They are not alone under 
any circumstances, for their work is 
the work of the. Holy Spirit. 

To the new African Believers: The 
Guardian is filled with joy over 
them and the Africa work. He has 
said that the people of Africa are 
not contaminated by the materialism 
of the East or West. Being of pure 
hearts, they have been chosen to 
establish the Baha'i way of life. 
The Guardian hopes that they will 
arise to become pioneers and spread 
the Faith to their people and others 
in the world. 

... The secret of success in the 
teaching work is complete detach
ment from the things of the world; 
consecration of one's life to the 

Teaching work and nothing else; 
constant contact with the spirit 
through prayer and meditation and 
intelligent action. Having prayed, 
we must act. for prayer can only be 
answered through action. 

VaIiu'Hah Varqa: The protection 
of the believers lies in devotion and 
obedience to the Guardian and to the 
Teachings. 

Horace HoUey: 'Abdu'l-Baha said 
"Blessed are those who work in 
groups. Small groups which learn to 
solve their problems train them
selves for larger problems. The 
small group is but the flowerpot in 
which the seed is planted. When the 
seed grows we transplant it to a 
larger garden. 

. . . The Baha'i local community 
with the local assembly is civiliza
tion in miniature. The individual be
gins to realize that the Faith estab
lishes a social order. The wrified 
group is human society. The unified 
community is civilization. Human 
society is a series of human relation
ships. The Bahit'i Faith gives us the 
form of perfect government for our 
own Baha'i affairs. Man is not wholly 
man until he learns the laws of the 
spirit of the Teachings. 

... The seed has all the potentiali
ties of the tree, The little group is 
the seed, and when it has attained 
a tiny sprout, community develop
ment begins which will result in the 
rna turi ty 01 the tree. God has no 
time. He is timeless. Man conquers 
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time when he is endued with moral 
purpose, He knows the power of God 
will bring His work to perfection. 

The Guardian wrote the American 
Baha'is that the world is in dire 
need of the love of God. At every 
stage in the consolidation of the 
community, we must do our utmost 
to convey the love that is born of 
God. 

Ali Nahkjavani: 'Abdu'l-Baha said 
that teaching is like the science of 
medicine. In each case you find a 
different disease, and the treatment 
changes accordingly. The Guardian 
has given us the general principle 
for teaching in Africa: "One teaches 
the receptive souls one finds". Also 
in the Challenging Requirements the 
Guardian emphasizes the funda
mental prerequisites of Teaching 
and tells us teaching methods must 
be adapted to the various back
grounds, temperaments and suscep
tibHities of the races. 

The susceptibilities of the African 
people are: (1) an abhorrence of any 
racial discrimination; (2) fear of 
plans and activities originated by 
white people; (3) a dissatisfaction 
with the methods used by mission
aries; (4) a consciousness of the 
superiority of the outside world, 
coupled with a thirst for knowledge 
and progress; (5) an understanding 
and preference for simpler ideas; 
(6) a hesitation at the use of reason 
in the study of religious methods; (7) 
an acceptance of the teachings of 
the Church and the Bible; (8) a 
sensitiveness and appreciation for 
true and genuine love; lack of pre
judice and genuine hospitality; (8) 
a strong faith in God and His Pro-
phets, 

... The first thing a pioneer must 
have is devotion, understanding and 
love for the Guardian. He should 
study the writings constantly and 
tum to the Guardian in his heart. 
The second most important thing is 
prayer at all times l not in words~ 
but in deeds. . . . Where there is 
more than one pioneer, there must 
be unity . . . real unity among the 
Baha'is. The spirit of love and unity 
is absolutely necessary, or there can 
be no success. Deeds not words must 
be the attitude of the pioneer. 

Bill Foster: There is great need for 
prayer and consecration to the teach· 
ing work. We should also remember 
to contact inlluential people in a 
country and make them friends of 
the Faith, for they can be a great 

source of help when difficulties and 
attacks develop .... There is great 
need for more pioneers in West 
Africa. Africa needs people with 
trained skills, educators, scientists 
and doctors. More pioneers should 
consider West Africa. 

PhiHp Hainsworth: An African once 
said to me ... "Our hearts are like 
mirrors, we reflect what we see." 
The success of the Persian pioneers 
is explained by the fact that they 
show such an abundance of love to 
the African who reflects it back. 
... The Baha'i must instill in the 

African a crusading spirit for Afri~ 
can advancement. They must demon
strate the Unity of the Faith, and 
prove that they have come to drive 
out disunity. To meet the need there 
must be preparation, prayer; medi
tation; study classes for deepening, 
and classes for educating the illiter
ate in every village. The Africans 
must be urged to help themselves 
and to develop and share the Mes
sage of Bahii'u'llah. 

• • * 
Mention must be made here of the 

beautiful telegrams, and cables of 
greeting sent to the Conference by 
the absent Hands of the Cause: 
Amatu'I·Baba. RUhiyyih Khanum. 
and Mrs. Cori"une True of the U. S.; 
Dr. Townshend of England; Dr. 
Grossmann of Germany; and Ugo 
Giachery of Italy and Fred Scho
Hocker of Canada. The Conference 
in return cabled the as s urance of 
its love and prayers to these friends, 
some of whom were ill. In addition 
to these greetings there were those 
from numerous committees, assem
blies and friends in the United states. 

A BBhi'i group at Asman., Eritrla. 
(in Nor&bern Africa). 

~------------+ 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

MAY, 1953 

First Samoan Becomes a Bahjlf 

In the South-West Pacific there are 
Baha'i groups established in New 
Guinea, New Caledonia and in Fiji. 
And now thrilling news comes of the 
enrollment of the first Samoan who 
has interested several other people 
in the Faith, One has already stated 
a desire to become a Baha'i. 

First South-West Pacific School 

Plans are well advanced for the 
lirst South-West Pacilic School, which 
will be held on the 4th through the 6th 
of May, immediately following the 
Convention to be held at the Hazir
atu'l-Quds in Sydney. The p~p~se 
of the school is to enable the be
lievers to make a brief survey of the
South-West Pacific area as a prelude 
to carrying the Faith to the Islands 
of the Pacific. The program covers 
a study of the Islands of the Con
dominium of the New Hebrides, Fiji, 
Tonga and the Friendly Isles. A talk 
on the particular subjects will be 
gjven at each session, films of the 
South~West Pacific will be shown and 
a brochure of required information 
will be made available for reference. 

Jubilee Program 

The Jubilee Year Ri4;ivan program 
for Australia and New Zealand states 
that the Convention will begin on the 
night of Thursday, April 30th. Meet
ings on the 1st of May have been 
planned to coincide with the Temple 
Dedication Program for Baha'is only 
at Wilmette, Illinois, U, S. A. and 
also with the Dedication Pmgram to 
which the general public will be ad
mitted. 

GERMANY 

World Religion Day Meeting. 
Reports from Berlin, Stuttgart, 

Wiesbaden in Germany and. Vienna, 
Austria~ indicate an ever-increasing 
interest in these meetings held under 
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the auspices of the Baha'i Assem· 
bUes. Addressing the meetings thus 
far reported in Germany and Austria 
were representatives of Buddhism, 
Judaism, Hinduism, Islam, the Quak
ers, the Unitarian church, Liberal 
Catholics, Seventh Day Adventists, 
and the People's Movement for Free 
Christians. AU voiced the common 
goal of religion in bringing about 
unity among the diverse elements of 
humanity_ The meetings were con
cluded by the Baha'i speaker who 
presented the way offered in the 
Teachings of Baha'u'llah. 

World Youth Day 

World Youth Day was celebrated 
in Germany by a public address 
given in Esslingen the evening of 
March 28 by Claude Levy of Luxem
bourg on jjA Young Religion Requires 
YOtUlg People." The following morn
ing, Sunday. was devoted to reports 
and consultation at the Baha'i Home 
situated in the beautiful hills outside 
of Esslingen. 

GREAT BRITAIN 

Making Firm the Ho me Front 
The Two Year Plan has ended 

with greater SUccess than could have 
been anticipated a few weeks ago. 
At the last meeting of the National 
Assembly on April 12th, at least 
three more pioneers or declarations 
in crucial towns were needed for 
maintenance of all As sem blies, and 
more for removal of all major weak
nesses. The Assembly had before it 
a last minute appeal from the Guard
ian addressed to the entire British 
Baha'i Community and sent in reply 
to a Consolidation Committee cable. 
Vigorous action was taken to give 
the Community the opportunity to 
respond to this eleventh hour appeal 
and the outcome was five pioneer 
offers and three declarations, which 
went far towards placing all assemb
lies on a firm basis. 

African Goals Achieved 

In Africa all goals have also been 
achieved. The Nairobi Community 
will certainly have an Assembly, and 
may need to hold an election. A visa 
has been granted to Mr. and Mrs. 
Dwme of the U ni ted States for the 

Geld Coast and their arrival there 
is delayed only by the difficulty of 
getting a passage from the United 
States so near the Coronation. The 
attitude of the Gold Coast authorities 
has recently seemed more friendly 
than formerly. We are happy to re
port also that Madagascar, an Indian 
goal territory, was opened on April 
20th by the arrival there of a pioneer 
from Britain, Mehrangiz Munsiff. 
All the goals allocated by the Guard
ian for opening by this Ridvim were 
thus open to the Faith on ·that date. 
From Uganda comes news of the 
formation of twelve new local as
semblies, an important step towards 
the future establishment of a Nation
al Assembly in Central and East 
Africa. 

Holy Year Celebrations 

Holy Year celebrations reached 
their culmination with the Ridvan 
celebrations in London. A devotional 
program for Baha'is only was held 
in a hired hall on the first day of 
Ric;lvan. The Jubilee Exhibition at 
Park Lane House has been opened 
and public meetings held each even
ing. At the time this report is being 
written, it is too early to assess the 
success of the celebrations in publi
cising the Faith, but it is clear that 
the great amount of work done by 
the Centenary Committee and its 
su b-commi ttees is be aring fruit, 

Unfortunately Sir Ronald Storrs, 
who had provisionally agreed to open 
the Exhibition, was unable to do so 
as he was not in this country and 
we were most grateful to Mr. St. 
Barbe Baker for stepping into the 
breach. A number of important 
tributes to the Faith were obtained 
for inclusion in the Souvenir Booklet. 

Inter-National Assembly Cooperation 

First steps have been taken to
wards Inter-National Assembly co
operation during the Ten Year Cru~ 
sade and the Guardian has made it 
clear that the British National As
sembly will be the consultative body 
for British territories, but for these 
only. Plans for prosecution of the 
Ten Year Plan in Africa are being 
laid. Now we know also the goals of 
the British Communities in Europe 
and Asia and at home in the British 
Isles. We stand at the threshold of 
a mighty period in Baha'i history. 

~----------------~ 

FAITH IN ACTION 

From the bulletin of the RTC of 
Hawaii comes news of an interview 
of two Honolulu believers on a wom
en's program heard on Station 
KGU. Dr. W. R, Shimer, founder of 
the Hawaiian chapter of World 
Brotherhood, recently reported on 
Baha'i pioneer activities in Africa 
during his weekJy radio program on 
intergraup relations news. Maui was 
able to supply a speaker to the Ki
wanis Club, which plans to use ex
cerpts from the writings in a series 
of Hspot" radio announcements. And 
the Islands once again prove their 
claim to the title, "Crossroads of the 
World" with visiting Baha'is drop
ping in from London, U.S.A., Oki
nawa, and Sidney, Australia. 

Three members of the Anchorage, 
Alaska Community journeyed to 
Fairbanks to further the work of the 
RTC there. An illustrated lecture on 
the Temple given at the University of 
Alaska before the International Re
lations Club was well attended_ 

The Baha'i Journal, published by 
the Los Angeles Community reminds 
us that, "Our visit to Chicago and to 
the Temple (for Convention) can be 
an occasion for reminding all our 
friends, families, and contacts that 
we are Baha'is . . . that this is a 
tremendous year in the development 
of our Faith ... that the Baha'i 
World Community is truly world, 
wide, and that representatives from 
remote countries win be in attend
ance." 

The Baha'is in Jamestown, N. Y. 
held a panel discussion on February 
21st on "How Can We Express World 
Brotherhood'!" at the YMCA_ Mem
bers of the panel were non·Baha'is 
from widely differing backgrounds, 
namely: Hawaiian, Indian, Colored, 
French and an American born in 
India. 45 people attended this meet
ing. 

"Words for the World" continue to 
be source of bringing the words of 
Bahat u'Il;3.h to the public. Buffalo, 
New York has reported two broad
casts over WKBW of these records. 



10 

The Greenacre Youth Camp and 
Adult Camp will be held simultan· 
eously this year from June 15th to 
July 5th, preceding tbe regular Sum· 
mer School Session. All young peo
ple between the ages of fourteen and 
twenty-five are urged to attend this 
Youth Camp to work, study, play and 
contribute valuable services to this 
future University site. The rates a.re 
$15.00 per week and $250 per day. 
Applications should be sent to' Mr. 
Iradj Sabet, 10 So. 38th St., Phila· 
delphia, Pa. 

The Ric;lvan Feast was an occasion 
of great happiness for the San Diego 
Community. Two noteworthy goals 
were achieved-the incorporation ofJ 
their Assembly and the establish
ment of a Spiritual Assembly in their 
goal city teaching project, Chula 
Vista. 

NashviUe, Tennessee Baha'is ob
served RiQ-van with a broadcast over 
Station WLAC(CBS) stressing The 
Promised Day of God. The Nashville 
community planned advance publi~ 

city in the way of advertising, news 
articles, personal cans and hundredSl 
of cards, Copies of the broadcast are 
being mailed to all who requested' 
them and a careful follow-up of all 
leads will be made. 

The Waukesha County Baha'is are 
systematically following up tbe splen· 
did cooperative work they have been 
doing in recent months. Another tele
vision interview over NBC through 
the Milwaukee Journal is anticipated 
for the time of Temple Dedication 
and an illustrated talk on the Temple 
was given at the Waukesha Woman's 
Club on March 28. The groundwork 
for this joint teaching effort was laid 
several months ago by the Brookfield 
Community. 

WHEN YOUTH ARISE 

TO TEACH 

The student religious council at the 
University of Arizona recently spon
sored "Religious Emphasis Week" 
and meetings and, seminars were 
conducted on the campus. The vari
ous houses at the University could 
select the speaker and topic in the 
seminar which tbey wished to hear. 
The Baha'i speaker was booked solid-

ly and spoke at six different hous es 
and delivered the message to over 
two-hundred and fifty students. Since 
that time he has had three invitations 
to speak on the Faith at the various 
young peoples' church groups in Tuc
son. 

At the closing seminar on campus 
five main religions, Catholic, Protest
ant, Mormon, Jewish and Bahci'i, 
each presented ten minute programs 
which brought out the belief of each 
group. The Baha'i speaker had a 
short talk and played "Words for the 
World." 

It is assumed at the University of 
Arizona that there are many of these 
new people called Baha'is. A local 
minister put it this way in a sermon, 
"Do you know where the ?,outb of to· 
day are going? They· are all going 
Baha'it" 

This activity is the result of the 
efforts of the one Baha'i student en
rolled at the University. 

-APRIL NATIONAL YotJ'TH BULLETIN 

--------+. 

BAHA'I SERVICE 
FOR THE BLIND 

This committee is happy to report 
that the Jubilee pamphlet, "The 
Mission of Baha 'u'llah", printed in 
Braille, Grade Two, is now available 
at tbll nominal cost 01 $1.80 a copy. 
This pamphlet can well take its place 
in displays, alongside the :ink-print 
edition. Now, both blind and sighted 
readers will share the opportunity 
to partake of the spiritual uplift of 
this most important Baha'i Jubilee 
literature and to have a copy of the 
Jubilee pamphlet as Ha precious 
souvenir of Baha'i Holy Year". 

Kindly send remittance with order 
to: 

BAHA'i SERVICE FOR THE BLIND 

616 North Oxford Avenue 
Los Angeles 4, California 
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THE FUTURE 
HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

The Baha'i Youth at Green Acre 
Summer School submitted two ques
tions to the Guardian: 

1. Why are there to be no women 
on the Universal House of Justice? 

2, Why are there women serving 
on the International CoW1cil at pres
ent? 

The Guardian's reply through his 
secretary states: "Regarding your 
question, the Master said the wisdom 
of having no woman on the Interna
tional House of Justice, would be-
come manifest in the future, We 
have no other indication than this. 

"At present there are women on 
the International COW1cil. and this 
will continue as long as it exists, but 
when the International House of 
Justice is elected, there will only be 
nlen on it, as this is the Law of the 
Aqdas. H 

NATIONAL YOUTH 
COMMITTEE 

Natio n.1 Youth Conference 
Held March 7·8 

The theme of the Youth conference 
held in March was "Our Last Irre
trievable Chance. I, This theme was 
divided into three topics as follows: 
"Our Special Mission in the Baha'i 
World~ The Divine Plan," "The 
Meritorious Achievements of the 
American Baha'is," and "The Tasks 
Ahead: How Can We Achieve Our 
Goals." 

The division of the theme into 
three panels allowed for a maximum 
of active participation by the youth 
in this important Conference. 

Baha'j College Clubs 
Hold Meetings at Two Universities 

Weekly meetings are being held by 
the Baha'i College Club at North. 
western University, Evanston, il
linois, at the Student Religious Cen
ter. Weekly study classes are also 
being held at Stanford University for 
non-Baha'is. The meetings are well 
attended, and topics are carefully 
selected to s tim ula te and interest 
college students. 
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The Baha'i Faith fnfC1'l'mation Sta
tistical and Comparative, 1844-1952, 
with Supplement, The Ten Year Inter
na tional Baha. 'f Teaching and Con
solidation Plan, 1953-1963, with map 
showing objectives of World Crusade. 
By Shoghi Effendi. This is the new 
statistical material prepared by the 
Guardian and the supplement pre
senting full detail on the Ten Year 
World Crusade outlined in the Guar
dian's October 8th cable. Price each 
with map ....................... $ .75 

Ten Year World Crusade maps sold 
separately. Price each ......... $ .35 

Divine ATt of Living. Light green 
cloth cover with deep green lettering. 
Price .......................... $1. 50 

Six Lessons on Isldm by Marzieh 
Gail. New and valuable material for 
individual, group and Summer School 
study on Mul;lammad and the Qur'an. 
The National Spiritual Assembly re~ 
commends this course for supplying 
background knowledge for pioneers 
during the coming World Crusade. 
40 pp., 8'h x 11, attractive stiff paper 
cover. Price .................... $ .75 

The SpeU of the Temple. By Allen 
McDaniel. A new book written by Mr. 
McDaniel, long associated with the 
construction Df the building. De
scribes erection of the Baha'i House 
of Worship with affection and inter-
est. Illustrated. Price ......... . $2.50 

Baha'i LiteratuTe Catalog - 1953. 
This contains several price changes 
·-a few decreases and several in
creases. The increases are vitally 
necessary due to increased manu
facturing costs, packaging, postage 
and other expenses, all of which are 
considerably higher than in previous 
years. 

Has your community placed its 
copy of Baha'i World, Volume XI in 
your local public or college libraries? 
The recent publicity on the Dedi
cation and Jubilee events has focused 
attention on the Faith throughout the 
country. The many requests from 
writers who are doing research on 
the Baha'i Faith and students pre
paring term papers demonstrate the 
need for this invaluable source book 
on all aspects of the F ai th a vaila ble 
for their research. 

If 

A Baha'i Group in Addis Ababa. on occasion of visit of Mason Bemey. President of 
the IDterna:UonaJ Baha'i CGuncil, Mildred Mottahedeh, New York CUy~ and R. Yazdi. 
following 1heir a1tendance a1 the International Conference at Ka.mpala, Uga.nda, 

Africa. 

Baha'i House of Worship (New 
Edition). By Wm. Kenneth Chris' 
tian. Contains new interior and ex· 
terior photo and three sections en
titled "The Meaning of the Temple", 
"The Faith of Baha'is", and Statisti
cal Data. 8 pps., attractive yellow 
trim. Price ........ Two copies $ .15 

100 copies $6.50 

The Bab's Address to the Letters of 
the Living. This item, listed in the 
new Literature Catalog, is in process 
of manufacture and will be available 
by approximately June 10. 
Price .......................... $ .10 
Fifty copies .................... $4.50 

Early Pilgrimage. By May Max
well. Story of the first group of 
pilgrims from the West to visit 
'Abdu'I-BahO. writen by the mother 
of Rul;liyyih ~l).imum, May Maxwell, 
and containing a photograph of her. 
Also a foreword by Mason Remey. 
First English shipment completely 
exhausted at Conference sales. New 
supply available by approximately 
June 15. 43 pps. Attractive paper 
cover. Price .................. $ .50 

Reel uceel Rate 

BaM', House of Worship - Grey 
Temple folder. This is the 6-page 

grey bordered folder with illustration 
of the Temple. The price has been 
reduced by one-half. 
Price ................ 20 copies $ .50 

(Be sure and state the full title above 
when ordering this item.) 

Out of Stock 

Life Eternal... The recent stock un
expectedly acquired on this book is 
now exhausted. We do not anticipate 
having any future supply. 

Some Answered Questions. This 
book awaits the addition of new ma
terial, an Introduction. When this is 
available to the Publishing Commit
tee the book will go into production. 
Publication date cannot be given at 
this time. 

Prayers and Meditations. This 
book will be reprinted. An announce
ment of pUblication date of new edi
tion will appear in a later issue of 
Baha'i News. 

Please watch Publication Section 
in Baha'i News for all information 
concerning new pUblications, price 
changes. out of stock items and de
livery dates. 
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Well Stocked Libraries 

Well supplied libraries can be a 
major line of attack as well as de
fense in our Crusade to hoist the 
banner of the Kingdom. Let us make 
it a regular part of our program to 
augment the number of libraries hav
ing Baha'i literature and the number 
of Baha'i books in our public and col
lege libraries. 

Holy Days 
May 23, Declaration of the Bab 
May 29, Ascension of Baha'u'lhih 

Feasts: 
May 17-'Azamat. Grandeur 
June 5-Niir, Light 
June 24--Ral:tmat, Mercy 

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS 
AND CHANGES 

LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES 
SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 

(Address mail to recording secretary) 
Mrs. Bernice Stroessler 
42Q2 58th St.. Zone 15 

SANTA MONICA, CALIF. 
Mrs. Doris Aldrich. Sec'y. 
2Il20 llst St., Apt. 1 

CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 
Mr. Edgar G. Harris, Sec'y. 
208 W. Ells Ave. 

DULUTH, MINN. 
Mrs. Virginia Peterson, Sec'y. 
1433 N. 8th Ave" E, 

TACOMA, WASH. 
(Correction in address) 
Mrs. Elizabeth Johnson, Sec'y, 
414 S. Tacoma Ave., Zone 3 

NATIONAL COMMITTEES 
YOUTH NORTHEASTERN AREA 

Miss Carol Kelsey. Sec'y. 
502 Grenville Ave. 
West Englewood, New Jersey 

MAY, 1953 

Members of the Local Spiritual Assembly of the Bah3.'is of Ismallia, Egypt;. 

Arlington, Virginia, Misfi Patricia Bryson 
to 1st Lt. McLaren Ian Phillips, Jr., 
March 6, 1953 

EI Paso County, Colo., Miss Elizabeth 
M. Lindstrom to Mr. Charles Wm. 
Ducker, March 10, 1953 

New York, N.Y., Miss Iris Glass to Mr. 
Hassan Tarafdar, March 5, 1953 

Berkeley, Calif., Mrs. Beatrice B. Cor
nell to Mr. Charles Rinde, February 
10, 1953 

Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Ethel Healani 
Alama to Mr. Tracy C. Hamilton, 
March 21~ 1953 

Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Arden Gehrke 
t.o Mr. Raymond J. McMahon, March 
21, 1953 

Los Angeles. Calif., Mrs. Eda Rae 
Bracken to Mr. Frank G. Keith, Jr., 
March 29, 1953 

Helena, Montana, Miss Esther James to 
Mr. Gerhard Burner, August, 1952 

San Francisco, Calif., Miss Elinore Stuf
flebeam to Mr. George Putney, Feb
ruary 14, 1953 

Death proffereth Wlto every confident 
believer the cup that is life indeed. It 
bestoweth joy and is the bearer of glad
ness. It con1erreth the gift of everlasting 
hfe. 

-Baha'u'llah 
Mrs. Grace Proudfoot, Los Angeles, 

Calif.. February 23, 1953 
Mrs. Theresa French, New York, N.Y., 

October 6, 1952 
Mr. Harvey Green, Columbus, Ohio, 

March 3, 1953 
Mr. J. A. Hunnicutt, Greenville, So. 

Carolina, March 3, 1953 
Mrs. Josephine Spink, Muskegon Heights, 

March 21, 1953 

Mrs. Bertha Spicer, Lima. Ohio, March, 
1953 

Mrs. Florence Morten, Worcester, Mass., 
April 3. 1953 

Mrs. Mary A. Stone. Brattleboro, Ver
mont, April 3, 1953 

Mrs. Eva R. Crawiord, Denver, Col
orado. March 19, 1953 
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pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans. news items and photographs o:f general interest are requE!sted from national committees and local assemblies 
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"THE PARAMOUNT ISSUE 
CHALLENGING PROSECUTORS 
OF THE TEN YEAR PLAN" 

(On) occasion (of the) sixty-first 
Anniversary (of the) Ascension (of) 
Baha'u'llllh, (on the) morrow (of the) 
opening, initial phase (of the) mo
mentous World Crusade, call upon 
His followers (in) all continents (to) 
allow no Slackening, nay, (to) insure 
acceleration (of the) marvelous mo
mentum generated (by the) historic 
celebrations climaxing (the) festiv
ities (of) H<>ly Year. (The) dispersal, 
immediate, determined. sustained 
(and) universal, throughout (the) un
opened territories (of the) planet, (is 
the) paramount issue challenging 
(the) spirit (and) resources (of the) 
privileged prosecutors (of the) Ten
Year Plan (in the) course (of the) 
current year. 

All National Assemblies (are) 
urged (to) give it priority assign
ments (in their) national budg
ets. (The) chief executors (of) 
'Abdu'l-Bahil's Plan, (by) virtue (of 
the) primacy conferred (in) His Tab
lets, (are) accorded (the) preroga
tive (to) stimulate (the) vital pro
cess (of the) dispersal through (the) 
dispatch, in addition (to) their allot
ed tasks, (of) pioneers (to the) vir
gin territories alloc a ted (to their) 
sister communities East (and) West. 

Once again (I) appeal (to) mem
bers (of) all communities (to) arise 
(and) enlist, ere (the) present oppor
tunity (is) irretrievably lost, (in the) 
army (of) Baha'u'llah's crusaders. 
(The) hour (is) ripe (to) disencum
ber themselves (of) worldly vanities, 
(to) mount (the) steed (of) stead
fastness, unfurl (the) banner (of) re-

nunciation, don (the) armor (of) 
utter consecration (to) God's Cause, 
gird themselves (with the) girdle (of 
a) chaste (and) holy life, unsheathe 
(the) sword (of) Baha'u'll .. h's utter
ance, buckle on (the) shield (of) His 
love carry as sole provision implicit 
trust (in) His promise, flee (their) 
homelands, (and) scatter far (and) 
wide (to) capture (the) unsurrend
ered territories (of the) entire planet. 

Would to God (that) Baha'; war
riors six score (and) ten, (the) num
ber, ~equired (to) fill (the) gaps (in 
the) still Wlconquered territories (of 
the) globe, (will) promptly arise 
(and) enroll themselves (to) achieve 
(the) goals ere (the) conclusion (of 

the) opening year (of the) decade
long, greatest collective enterprise 
since (the} memorable episodes as
sociated (with the) Dawn-Breakers 
(of the) Heroic Age. 

Planning (to) inscribe, (in) chron
ological order, (the) names (of the) 
spiritual conquerors (on an) ill umi
nated Roll (of) Honor, to be deposit
ed (at the) entrance door (of the) 
inner Sanctuary (of the) Tomb (of) 
Baha.'utllah, (as a) permanent me
mori al (of the) contribu lion (by the) 
champions (of) His Faith (at the) 
victorious conclusion (of the) open
ing campaign (of the) Global Cru
sade (which is) destined (to) attain 
consummation (at the) Most Great 
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Main ApproELch to ihe Shrine of Bahi·u'llah. at Bahji taken from in front of the Shrine, 
showing the beautlful entrance gate to the Harami-Aqdas. 

••••••••••••••••• ••• t •••• ... ., 
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Views of the new enh'ance 1;0 the Shrine of Bahifu']hi.h a.t Baldi Dear Acca~ l$l'-.el. Photo at rilfht shows the beautiful deb" of 
new entrance gate . 

•••••• ••••••• ++.++++++ •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Jubilee commemorating (the) Cente
nary (of the) Declaration (of) His 
Mission. Anticipate making periodic 
announcements (of the) names (of 
the) valiant knights upon (their) ar
rival (at their) posts (to) discharge 
(their) historic missions, 

Share message National Assem
blies (of the) Baha'i World. 

Haifa, Israel 
May 28, 1953 

"STRONGLY URGE 
INTENDING PIONEERS" 

-8HOGHl 

Strongly urge intending pioneers 
scatter as widely as possible, settle 
even territories, islands not specific
ally assigned United States. Prompt 
opening vir gin territories highly 
meritorious, extremely urgent, vital 
prerequisite insure triumphant con
clusion opening phase Global Cru
sad'e prerogative chie1 executors 
'Abdu'l-Baha's Plan. May enrolled 
pioneers arise (and) confirm primacy 
American Baha'i community playing 
preponderating role (in) initial stage 
(of) spiritual conquest (of) unopened 
territories (and) islands (of the) 
planet. 

Haifa, Israel 
May 13, 1953 

--SHOGHl 

OPENING THE 
WORLD CRUSADE 
(COMME.NTARY: NATIONA.L SPIRITUAL ASSEMBL.Y) 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 
In the two cablegrams published 

above, dated May 13 and May 28, 
the great Commander of our Baha'i 
forces throughout the world has sig
nalled the first, decisive advance. He 
calls upon the believers of East and 
West to arise and volunteer for pi
oneer service in some unoccupied 
territory of those listed in the World 
Crusade. The first challenge is to the 
spirit of faith within the individual 
Baha'i - a challenge which we can
not put aside as something for the 
collective body to undertake. 

Pioneering is the supreme asser
tion of faith in Baha1u'll.tlh, the most 
heroic expression of the will to obey 
His C all. It is not an institutional 
action. The pioneer acts as a human 
being, one man or one woman, in 
determination to help establish the 
Kingdom on earth in its destined 
time of triumph. 

Most notable in these messages is 
their expres sian of urgency. Now is 
the time. This is the thing to do. 

Next we perceive that the primacy 
conferred upon America by the Mas
ter is conditioned upon the measure 

of our own deeds in the World Cru
sade from now until 1963. Yester
day's action does not weigh in the 
balance now held. One hundred thir
ty-one unoccupied territories await. 
One hundred thirty-one valiant pion
eers can bring the light of the Faith 
to all these areas of the globe. This 
is the first action of the Crusade. 

One notes likewise that Baha'is of 
the United States are not to think 
only of those places definitely as
signed to our community in the Cru
sade plan. We are held responsible 
for the placing of pioneers in all one 
hundred thirty-one territories-that 
is, in every area assigned to another 
National Assembly which that As
sembly cannot allocate to a pioneer 
from its own community, a pioneer 
from the United States is to settle. 

One hundred and thirty-one pioneer 
settlements before April 30, 1954: 
that is what the Baha'is of the world 
are given to do. 

What greater evidence of the ur
gency, the vital importance, the 
glory of this first step in world re
generation, than the Guardian's plan 
of inscribing the names of the World 
Crusade pioneers on an illuminated 
Roll of Honor, in chronological or
der, and depositing this Roll as a 
permanent Memorial at the entrance 
door of the inner Sanctuary of the 
Tomb of Bahil'u'llilhl 
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All those pioneers who volunteered 
their services at the All·America In
tercontinental Conference, or since, 
or who made their offer before the 
Conference convened, have received 
a questionnaire providing for very 
important information. As these aTe 
filled out and returned to the N a
tional Assembly, they aTe carefully 
gone over by a special committee t 

sorted out, and prepared for distrib
ution to the various Intercontinental 
Teaching Committees. 

In order that all our facilities and 
resources may be concentrated on 
the work of the World Crusade. the 
National Spiritual Assembly has ap
pointed a Western Hemisphere Teach
ing Committee, a European Teaching 
Committee, an Africa Teaching 
Committee, and an Asia Teaching 
Committee, each having responsi
bility for the different aspects of 
the World Crusade Plan within its re
spective area. 

For the work within the United 
States. a new teaching structure has 
been created, consisting of a N a
tional Teaching Committee and a 
number of Area Teaching Commit
tees. This simplifies the structure 
by eliminating one level of adminis
trative action and contributes to the 
resources of te aching by freeing 
hundreds of trained and devoted be
lievers from obligations in connec
tion with the former Regional Com
IIlittees. 

There are, therefore, five World 
Crusade Teaching Committees, since 
the National Teaching Committee, 
with its Area Teaching Committees, 
has World Crusade goals to attain 
within our own community. Each of 

Views of the construction of the 
Shrine of the B8.b shOwing scafJold-
1ng erected preparatory to comple
tion of final work on the Dom-e. The 
center view is taken from Ole west
ern approacbes of the Ga.rdeos. 
showing the Dome ready for pour
in,," of concrete for base of the 

golden tiUes, 

these Committees will announce its 
general plans and report regularly 
on its activities through SARA'f 
NEWS. 

BABA~f NEWS, as the organ of 
World Crusade activity and plan
ning-since news of the work of 
other National Assemblies will be 
featured-becomes the indispensible 
link between the Baha'i and the new 
world of the Kingdom. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

"ESTEEMED VETERAN 
OF FAITH" 

"Share grief (at) passing (of) es
teemed veteran (of) Faith. Maria 
Ioas. Soul rejoicing (in the) Abha 
Kingdom (at the) services rendered 
(by her) dear son (at the) World 
Center (of the) Faith (in the) triple 
function (of) Hand (of the) Cause, 
Secretary·General (of the) Council 
(and) Supervisor (of) construction 
(of the) dome (of the) Bab's Sepul· 
chre." 

-SHOGHI 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
GUARDIAN TO THE FIRST 
IT ALO-SWISS CONVENTION, 
FLORENCE, APRIL 23-26. 1953 

3 

Hail (with) feelings (of) joy pride 
(and) gratitude (the) convocation 
amidst (the) celebrations (of the) 
Holy Year (in the) heart (of the) 
Italian peninsula (the) first historic 
Baha'i Convention, comprising (the) 
elected delegates (of the) steadily 
unfolding highly promising Italian
Swiss Baha'i comrnWlities. Acclaim 
(the) gathering (of the) fairest fruit 
(of the) initial enterprise launched 
(in the pursuance (of) 'Abdu·l-Bahit·s 
Divine Plan (in the) European conti
nent. Heartily congratulate (the) as
sembled representatives (of these) 
two outstanding communities (of the) 
ten European goal countries (in the) 
rapid rise (of the) administrative orA 
der (of the) Faith (in the) heart 
(and) south (of the) continent, enab
ling them (to) outstrip (their) sister 
communities (and to) set (the) ex
ampl" (by the) erection (of a) pillar 
(of the) Universal House (of) Jus
tice (the) third (in) Europe (and) 
twelfth (in the BaM'i World. (The) 
National Assembly now being con
stituted (is) regarded (as a) step
ping stone (in the) formation (of the) 
course (of the) impending decade
long crusade (of) two independent 
National Spiritual Assemblies. des
tined (to) each lend (an) impetus (to 
the) unfoldment (and) consolidation 
(of) BaM'u'l!ilh's embryonic World 
Order. 

(This) infant institution (is) investA 
ed (on the) morrow (of) its emer· 
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View at left shows base of the Dome of the Shrine of the Bab with first 4:5 golden tlles in position; siD.&"le tile at. right of photo 
marks ftLe place where the Beloved Guard1a.n reveJ'ently imbedded, within a. silver case~ a piece of the plasier from the ceiling
of the prison room at Mih-Ku where the Bib WlLS incarcerated. The Guardian a1so set this golden Ule. The view at right is of a 

gence (with) two vital functions, (to) 
stimulate (the) propagation (of the) 
Faith (and to) consolidate (its) in
stitutions (over the) length (and) 
breadth (of) Switzerland (and the) 
Italian Peninsula. (The) Ten Year 
Plan (the) newly born National Spir
itual Assembly (is) called upon (to) 
prosecute involves, first, (the) for
mation (and) incorporation (of) in
dependent National Spiritual As.
semblies (in) Italy (and) Switzer
land, second, (the) consolidation (of 
the) Faith (on the) island (of) Cor
sica, third, (the) opening (of the) 
virgin territories (of) Sicily, Sar
dinia, Rhodes, San Marino, Monaco 
(and) Lichtenstein. Fourth, quad
rupling (the) number (of) local spir
itual assemblies, trebling (the) num
ber (of) localities (in) Italy (and) 
Switzerland, fifth, (the) purchase 
(of) land (in the) city (of) Rome (in) 
anticipation (of the) first MasjJriqu'l
Acl!tkilr (of) Italy, sixth, (the) incor
poration (of the) spiritual assemblies 
(of the) leading cities (in) each coun
try, seventh, (the) establishment (of) 

bell CroWD of tbe lantern of the Dome, 

National I:Ia~iratutl-Quds (in) Rome 
(and) Bern, eighth, (the) establish
ment (of the) first joint, subsequently 
separate summer schools, ninth, 
(the) establishment (of) national en
dowments (in) Italy (and) Switzer
land, tenth, (the) formation (of a) 
European teaching committee em
powered (to) stimulate (and) coor
dinatp. (the) activities initiated (for 
the) promotion (of the) tea ching 
phase (of the) plan. 

Fervently praying (that the) stren
uous tasks shouldered (by the) 
youngest National Spiritual Assem
bly (of the) Baha'i World (will) be 
befittingly discharged, enabling it 
(to) contribute (a) distinct share (in 
the) world wide festivities which will 
commemorate (the) Hundredth Anni
versary (of the) Declaration (of) 
Baha.'u'llah'g Mission (in the) city 
(of) Bag)ldad. 

(Signed) SKOCln 

(Complete Report on the Italo
S\viss Convention on Page 7.) 

INFORMATION FOR 
PROSPECTIVE PIONEERS 

Before, during and since the Inter
continental Conference, a gratifying 
number of Baha'is have offered to 
pioneer. These friends, as well as be
lievers who volunteer from now on, 
are being supplied with a letter of 
grateful appreciation and a Ques
tionnaire to be filled out and re
turned promptly to the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

The details provided by the Ques
tionnaire are essential information 
for the various World Crusade Com
mittees who will conduct the new 
projects in the Americas, Africa, Eu
rope and the Orient. All Question
naires received by the National As
sembly will be referred to the prop
er committee for further action. 

Pioneering is the most urgent, 
compelling and glorious of Baha'i 
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Delegates and Friends a.t the Mth a.nnal Bahi'i ConventJon and Jubilee Week Celebrations held In New Delhi, Indla, from April 
2i 10 May 2. 1951 • 
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services at this time, as all who at
tended the Conference and heard the 
Guardiants Messages are thoroughly 
aware. A tidal wave of new spiritual 
energy sweeps through the Baha'i 
community, creating forceful deter
mination to win the supreme victory 
of 1963. 

-NATIONAL SPmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA 
Nine new Baha'i comrnWlities 

have been established in Germany 
during the past year, as one of the 
goals of their Five-Year Plan. This 
has been possible only through the 
greatest sacrifice, dedication and co
operative effort of isola ted Baha'is, 
established communities and pi
oneers. The new communities are 
Ebingen, Ulm, Giessen. Heilbronn, 
Freiburg i. Breisgau, Ludwigsburg, 
Bad Canstat!. Tiibingen and Bonn 
raising to twenty·four the number of 
local Spiritual Assemblies now estab· 
lished in Germany and Austria. Two
fifths of the work that contributed to 
the success of the Five-Year Plan 
was done in the last year. 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Third Central American Convention 
Held at Havana 

The National Convention of Cen· 
tral America was held in Havana, 
Cuba, on April 23. 24 and 25, followed 
by school sessions· on April 26 and 
27. A public meeting was held on 
April 25th. 

Baha'i in the News 
Spotlight, a widely circulated Eng

lish magazine in Jamaica, pub· 
lished an illustrated article on the 
Baha'i Faith, and on the Internation
al Events taking place. 

Weekly Broadcasts in Panama City 
Radio Station, The Voice of Pan

ama, is giving 15 minutes of free 
time for weekly Baha'i broadcasts in 
Panama City. 

Panama Communities Consult 
On World Crusade 

An Inter.community meeting was 
held on February 8 with friends at
tending from the cities of Colan, Pa
nama, and the group in the Canal 
Zone, 

Mr. George T. Daniels of the Spe
cial Area in Caribbean Section, 
Trusteeship Division of the United 
Nations, spoke at the morning ses
sion, and told of some of his activ
ities. 

The Guardian's cable of October 8, 
1952. Launching the World Embrac
ing Spiritual Crusade, was the prin· 
cipal topic of the program. This was 
divided into the following parts to fa
cilitate study: The World Center. 
Consolidation, and Extension of the 
Faith during 1953 to 1963. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Third South American Convention 
at Lima, Peru 

The Third South American Con· 
vention was held in Lima, Peru, 
from April 22 to April 25. The Con
vention was preceded by a three-day 
Convention School. Two public meet
ings were held during the Conven. 
tion. 

The following National Spiritual 
Assembly was elected for the com
ing year: Mrs, Margot Worley, Miss 
Mercedes Sanchez. Mrs. Gayle Wool
son, Miss Dorothy Campbell. Mrs. 
F abienne Guillon. Mr. Jorge Bej ar • 
Miss Eve Nicklin, Mr. Edmund Mies
sler, Mr. Athas Costas. 

FAITH 
Faith is a great and important 

factor oj achievement. Enlightened 
jaith has, in addition to the auto
motive power wnich even a blind 
zeal bestows, the perfect cha'rt for 
arriving at the aimed-foT goals. 
From "The Next Hundred Years" by 
Stanwood Cobb, BaM'i World Vol. XI 
- Page 685. 
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A Week of Jubilee Events at New Delhi, India 

View at left is of the World Government Forum at New Delhi, lodia with Shri Jaipal Singh, M.P. spea.king and .James B. Orrick. 
Director of UN lDformatioD Center at New Delhi, Shri M. Anantbasayanam Ayya.ngar. Deputy Speaker of the Indian Parliament, 
Shri A. Rahman of the National Baha!' Assembly of India, Pakistan and Burma, Dr. Anup Singh,. M.P •• seated. at the right. 
At right are shown participants in the AU Faiths Convention, Mr. Mehdi Samirni of Iran, Shrl A. Rahman, and HOD. RajkumarJ 

Amrit Kaur. Minister of Health ot India, as presiding chairman. 

Symposium on the Status of Women, witb Miss Monira Yagan
egi, Mrs. Rukmini Devi Arondale, Begum. Aiuz Rasul, 
Chairman. Mrs. Manmohini Seh«al, and .ft.lrs. Sushama Sen. 

Another view of the All Faitbs Convention 

Director of UN Information 
at New Delhi Speaks 

The Baha'is of India celebrated the Centenary 
period with a week of outstanding events that in
cluded an All Faiths Convention, a Forum on World 
Government, a Symposium on the Status of Women 
and the 24th Annual BaM'j Convention. 

The Forum on World Government included Mr. 
James B. Orrick, Director of UN Information Cen~ 
ter at New Delhi, Shri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyang~ 
ar, Deputy Speaker of the Indian Parliament 
(Chairman), Shri A. Rahman of the National Baha'! 
Assembly of India, Pakistan and Burma, Dr. Anup 
Singh, M.P. and Shri Jaipal Singh, M.P. The Janu. 
ary, 1953 issue of BAHA'! NEWS (page 11) carries 
a report on a farewell party given by the Baha'is in 
New York City for Mr. Orrick, Chief of the Depart. 
ment of Public Information for the UN Non-Govern
mental Organizations, just before his departure for 
New Delhi. 

The deliberations of the All Faiths Convention 
held on April 30 were presided over by Hon. 
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Minister of Health, of the 
Government of India. Mehdi Samimi of fran and 
Mr. A. Rahman of the National Baha'i Assembly of 
India, Pakistan and Burma also took part. 

Another significant event was the Symposium on 
the Status of Women with Miss Monira Yaganegi of 
Poona, Mrs. Rukmini Devi Arundale, Begum Aizaz 
Rasul (Chairman), M.Ps .• Mrs. Manmohini Sehgal 
and Mrs. Sushama Sen, M.P. participating. 

General Sir Gerald Templar sent a letter from 
the King's House, Kuala Lumpur, Malaya, to the 
Centenary Celebration, containing the following 
message: 

"On behalf of the five million people of all races 
and faiths in the Federation of Malaya. I wish the 
1953 Centenary Celebrations of the BaM'i Faith all 
possible success and I hope and feel sure that your 
endeavours will bring closer that era of universal 
fellowship and peace whiCH we are all striving, in 
our different ways, to bring about." 
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Friends a.nd delegates ga.thered for the First Italo-Swiss Convention at Florence, Italy, APril 23-26, 1953. 

THE FIRST ITALO-SWISS 
CONVENTION -
FLORENCE, ITALY 

"URGE CONVOCATION RII;lVAN 
, . . . CITY FLORENCE (UPON 
THE) OCCASION FESTIVITIES 
BAHA'I HOLY YEAR FIRST CON
VENTION .... " 

On the evening of April 23, 1953, 
these words of the beloved Guar
dian took form as the Italian and 
Swiss Friends clasped hands in the 
"City of the Lily"-in the "City of 
the Spirit"! 

Joyous yet awesome feelings filled 
the heart as we entered the inner 
court of the Palazzo Solemhene, 
monument of the Renaissance, and 
gazed up the taU columns to the 
arched frescoes framing them. Re
naissance!-were we not here to 
herald the rehirth of the spirit? 
Columns I-were we not here to erect 
the "Twelfth Pillar" in the celestial 
plan of the same Divine Artist who 
inspired a Michelangelo and Leon
ardo, a Dante and Galileo? 

Up the sweeping stairway, in the 
home of Mrs. Marion Little, Conven
tion Arrangements Chairman, where 
the Friends were being welcomed, 
the answer beamed from every face. 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 
the United States was officially there 
too, in the cherished person of Miss 
Edna True, its Recording Secretary, 
and a bit later in Mr. Paul Haney, its 
Chairman, flying in from Haifa, ex
uberant with the love he was trans
porting from the Guardian to all of 
the Friends. 

At 9:30 the following morning, in 
that utmosphere of consecration pe
culi::tr to impending great events, 
Mr. Haney opened the Convention, 
Dr. Ugo Giachery, Hand of the Cause 
of God, recIting 'Abdu'l-Bahfl's Visi
tatioil Tablet:-"'Lord . , ... make 
me as dust in the pathway of Thy 
loved ones .. , . !" The Master who 
had Jived these words, was 1istening, 
for today no lesser responsibility de
volves. upon every member of a dedi
cated Bahil'i World Community. 

Firs-t transmitting the loving wish
es of the Guardian, the National Spir-

itual Assembly of the United States 
and the entire American Community. 
Mr. Haney stressed the historic im
portance of the rising Twelfth Pillar 
of the Universal House of Justice, 
and the unique distinction of its erec
tion in this Holy Year, recalling too, 
as impetus to the Friends, the fol
lowing promise given Baha 'u'Uah in 
Siyah-C..Ml: - "E re long will God 
raise up the treasures of the earth
men who will aid Thee through Thy
self and through Thy Name ... ," 

Mi.s True thEll called the Roll of 
Delegates, which revealed eighteen 
present, one absent. Preceded by 
prayer, the election of permanent 
Convention officers took place, with 
Dr. Ugo Giachery elected Chairman 
and Mrs. Anne Lynch, Secretary. 

In throbbing expectation the forty
eight Friends present heard the 
Guardian's Convention Message with 
its ten vital assignments, all to be 
consummated in the decade ahead. 
What glory had suddenly come to 
our young Corom unity, to be charged 
with the spiritual destiny of other 
lands ~ In this signal Message, the 



Guardian's words of encouragement 
rise to words of challenge, and these 
to words of hope, culminating in VIC
TORY. I quote but three excerpts 
from its upward-surging contents, 
since the complete text is given else
where in this issue:-

"HAIL FEELINGS JOY PRIDE 
GR ATIT UD E CONVOCATION 
AMIDST CELEBRATIONS HOLY 
YEAR HEART ITALIAN PENIN
SULA FIRST HISTORIC BAHA'! 
CONVENTON COM P R I SI NG 
ELECTED DELEGATES STEAD
ILY UNFOLDING HIGHLY 
PROMISING ITALIAN - SWISS 
BAHA'! COMMUNITIES" 
"CONSOLIDATION FAITH IS
LAND CORSICA .... OPENING 
VIRGIN TERRITORIES SICILY 
SARDINIA RHODES SAN MAR
INO MONACO LICHTENSTEIN" 
FERVENTLY PRAYING STREN
UOUS TASKS SHOULDERED 
YOUNGEST NATIONAL SPIRIT
UAL ASSEMBLY BAHA'I WORLD 
BE BEFITTINGLY DISCHARGED 
ENABLING IT CONTRIBUTE DIS
TINCT SHARE WORLD - WIDE 
FESTIVITIES WHICH WILL COM
MEMORATE HUNDREDTH AN
N IV E R S A R Y DECLARATION 
BiIJiA'U'LLAH'S MISSION CITY 
BAGHDAD." 

Lively discussion of the Guardian's 
Message quickly fanned the pioneer~ 
ing urge into flame. The spirit of uni
fied action mounted, reaching a high 
point when Mr. Shahpour Rassekh 
recommended setting the Temple 
Land Fund for Rome into motion 
"here and nowt!! With one acclaim 
the idea was adopted! The realiza
tion that the infant AssemblY would 
be assuming responsibilities as defi
nite as those of its eleven sister Pil
lars, grew still more vivid as Mr. 
Haney gave the four objectives which 
the Guardian has made the common 
cause of all National Assemblies in 
the ("oming World Crusade:-namely, 
1) the development of the institutions 
at the World Center; 2) the consoli
dation and strengthening of the Faith 
in the twelve territories having Na
tio!lal Spiritual Assemblies; 3) the 
consoHdation of the Faith in all terri
tories already opened to it, and 4) 
the opening of the rem aining vir gin 
territories of the entire planet. 

The Europ'ean Teaching Commit
tee~s fledglings, soon to soar on their 
o:wn power, fluttered a hit at the 
magnitude of their new tasks. At just 
this moment Miss True arose and 
read the European Teaching Com~ 
mitee's congratulatory message with 
its exhilarating spirit of confidence 
and faith in the young Assembly. 
Other heartening messages from 
East and West followed. 

C,onsultation concerning National 
Endowments led to a recommenda
tion that the new National Spiritual 
Assembly study the proper method 
of making a will. and issue the ne
cessary instructions to all of the 
Friends. Mr. Haney spoke in detail 
on the Institution of the National 
Fund, pointing out the Assembly's 
obligations in this direction. "Though 
the Baha'i viewpoint on finances is 
new and different." he remarked, 
"in that all contributions are volun~ 
tary. yet the Fund remains, as the 
Guardian has said, 'the bedrock on 
which all other institutions must ne
cessarily rest and be established.' 
Viewed purely through human eyes, 
the work thus far accomplished in 
the Cause and embracing the devel~ 
opment of its institutions, appears, 
in relation to the number of its mem
bers, an impossibility. Only through 
sacrifice and whole-hearted devotion 
have the results we see before us, 
been achieved. The Convention in 
Florence is an example of the fruit 
of such sacrifice. 'All must contri
bute.' the Guardian recently re
marked, 'for this signifies unity. Not 
the size of the contribution but the 
degree of sacrifice is the important 
thing.' " 

Evening brought the hallowed joy 
of the Ri<;lviin Feast. In the Grand 
Hoters gleaming salon this "Festival 
of God" was held. Here myriads of 
rose-hued Jights merged with the 
deep rose azaleas that lined the p0-

dium and with the vari-colored roses 
that betokened Ri<;lviin. If this earth
ly beauty spoke to us of heaven, 
what, then, was the transcendent 
visi-;:m of Bahfl:u'll<lh as he uttered 
His Ri<;lvim Call:- "Guide then, the 
people unto the Garden of Delight 
which God hath made the throne of 
His Paradise!" 

Strains of Bach preceded the hap
py words of greeting and gratitude 
expre~sed by Mrs. Marion Little and 
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Mrs. Gladys Vautier, charming Co
chairmen of the evening, and by Mr. 
Guilio Jacoviello. Deeply impressive 
Ri<;lvim excerpts from the Holy Writ
ings were read in various tongues 
by eighteen of the Friends. The maj
or talk of the evening -"The Signi· 
ficance of the Ric;lv8.n Feast", was 
presented by Mr. Paul Haney, whose
glowing description of the Ridvan 
celebration which he was privil~ged 
to experience on April 21 in the 
presence of the beloved Guardian, 
the Friends and Pilgrims, warmed 
every heart. "The Feast of Ridvan" 
Mr. Haney remarked, His th~ most 
auspicious event in the history of 
the worJd, since it marks the declar
ation of Baha'u'IIa_h, the Supreme 
Manifestation of God for the next 
500,000 years. Especially significant 
is the RirJvan of 1953 occurring in the 
heart of the Holy Year, which com
memorates the birth of Baha.'u'llab.'s 
Mission and launches the World Cru
sad~." 

Music closed the formal program 
but the evening held still another un
forgettable hour as we gathered 
about tiny tables and mingled ma
terial and. spiritual refreshment. As 
parting gift the heaping basket-bou
quet was passed, and each Friend 
drew the rose of his favorite color
a Ri<;ivfm rose! 

On Saturday morning, April 25, the 
mom.tntous event glimpsed in per
spe::!tive for more than a year - the 
form.a.tion of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Italy and 
Switzerland - suddenly rose before 
us. Divine privilege and divine re
sponsibility joined hands in the great· 
est spiritual opportunity ever to enter 
our Daha;'i lives! A majestic World 
Crusade already beckons lIFor~ 

ward"! Forward in the heroic deter
mination e~ressed by our beloved 
Guardian:-"Never to flinch, never 
to hesita te, never to relax"! 

Following the helpful spiritual and 
administrative counsel on election 
procedure given by Mr. Haney, Miss 
True and Dr. Giachery, the honored 
Delegates, fortified by prayer, cast 
their ballots for the new Assembly. 
Results showed the following mern
bership:- Dr. Ugo Giachery, Mr. 
Friedrich Schar, Dr. Alessandro Bau
sani, Mrs. Marion Little, Prof. Mario 
Fiorentini, Mrs. Anna Kunz, Mrs. 
Stella Lanzar, Mrs. Anne Lynch, Miss 
Elsa Steinmetz. 
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Much interest was excited among 
the Friends as our Chairman showed 
the new statistical booklet prepared 
by the Guardian covering the devel
opment of the Faith to date and out
lining the plan for universal ex
pansion in the next ten years. In 
viewing the overwhelming "World 
Crusade Map" depicting the foreign 
assignments allotted the twelve Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies for ex
ecuticn, one gives thanks for the 
assurance of 'Abdu'l-Baha, that "no 
capacity is ] imi ted when led by the 
Spirit of God". 

A surprise gift, rare in historical 
interest, was sent by the Guardian 
through Dr. Giachery, and consisted 
of two Tablets written by 'Abdu'l
Bah'; shortly before His passing, to 
Mrs. J. A. Burr of Florence, the first 
Believer in this city and the first to 
kindle the light of the Cause of Italy. 

Eleven ~'Letters of Acclamation" 
written by our eleven sister National 
Assemblie3 - each individual in 
style - each glowing with warm 
welcome, with affection and encour
agement, were read by Miss True 
and Mr. Haney, who then presented 
them, handsomely bound in leather, 
to the new Assembly for "permanent 
inspiration". 

"ADVISE EUROPEAN TEACH
ING COMMITTEE UPON CON
SUMMATION GLORIOUS ISSUE 
FORMAL INVITATION THEIR 
SPIRITUAL OFFSPRING NEWLY 
EMERGED NATIONAL ASSEM
BLY PARTICIPATE TOGETHER 
SISTER NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES 
UIDTED STATES BRITISH ISLES 
GERMANY INTERCONTINEN
TAL CONFERENCE AUGUST 
SAME YEAR CAPITOL CITY 
SWEDEN!" 

Dreams DO come true! This thrill
ing proposal in the Guardian's Mess
age of March 9, 1952, became the 
reality he foresaw, as Miss True read 
the ETC's loving letter of invitation 
to Stockhol m. 

Joyous excitement took no end r A 
heavy gift-package revealed the new 
AssemblY's Official Seal, engraved in 
three languages - Italian, French 
and German - presented by the 
ETC, Ardently we hope that in the 
varying hours ~f light and shadow 
in the Holy Crusade, its imprint 
may accompany news of countless 
victories - heroic, selfless acts in 

tribute to the "Commander of the 
Divine Plan"! 

Nor did the ETC forget a gift sup
ply of Credential Cards for inter
national travel. Spiritual passports 
for dauntless Crusaders! 

Expressing infinite gratitude to the 
ETC and the National Spiritual As
sembly, United States, through Miss 
True and lVIr. Haney, whose guidance 
was dill to be our chief ally at the 
initial meeting of the newly born As
sembly at the Grand Hotel Saturday, 
our Chairman appointed Mrs. Fritzi 
Shaver and Miss Honor Kempton as 
temporary Chairman and Secretary 
respectively, supplanting himself and 
Mrs. Anne Lynch. Saturday after
noon's Convention session dealing 
with Teaching Work, brought out 
such salient recommendations as the 
use of vacations for teaching pur
poses and the development of a brief 
history of the Faith in Italy, Switzer
land, and Corsica. 

A Eltudy course on the Covenant 
prepared by Mrs. Anne Lynch, based 
on excerpts from the Will and Testa
ment of 'Abdu'l-Baha, was presented 
Saturday evening. Special emphasis 
was (aid upon the high moral respon
sibility of the individual Baha'i. 
Paralleling this splendid course, Mrs. 
Teresina Gasperi-Campani spoke 
Sunday morning on the Administra
tive Order, stressing particularly the 
position of the Guardian. 

A spirit of love and enthusiasm 
filled the cup to overflowing, when, in 
the heart of the discussion. the be
loved Guardian's Cable in response 
to our Convention Message, was pre
sented by Dr. Giachery:-

"DEEPLY APPRECIATE MESS
AGE WELCOME NOBLE DETER
MINATION LOVE SHOGHI" 

At our parting session Sunday af
ternoon, and with the Guardian's 
Convention Message as keynote, Dr. 
Giachery reviewed the high points of 
our First Italo-Swiss Convention. 
"Six years ago," he remarked, "who 
would have dre:3.med that we should 
meet in Florence today; and that our 
two countries would be joined in an 
undertaking whose vastness leaves 
us aghast? Let each one of us take 
inventory and realize what his share 
in effort, dedication and sacrifice 
must be! 

The officers of the Assembly wert" 
then annour.ced;-

Dr. Ugo Giachery, Chairman 
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Mr. Friedrich Schar, Vice-Chair
.man 

Mrs. Anna Kunz, Secretary 
Miss Elsa Steinmetz, Recording 

Secretary 
Mrs. Anne Lynch, Treasurer 
Prof. Mario Fiorentini, Assistant 

Treasurer 

The National Office is to be located at 
the home of Mrs. Anna Kunz, Secre
tary, 38 Ramistrasse, Zurich L 

Grateful mention was again made 
of the two precious Tablets presented 
by the Guardian, who so significantly 
selected Florence, the birthplace of 
the Cause in Italy, for the Conven
tion. Touching tribute was paid Miss 
Dagmar Dole for her teaching work 
of several months in Naples and 
Milan. 

All other gifts were again acknow
ledged, mth a new one added -
$1500 from the National Spiritual As
sembly of the United States for our 
National Fund. Assurance was given 
that this sum, a real sacrifice, would 
be spent with utmost wisdom. 

A total of $85.00 was announced as 
the Convention's contribution to the 
Temple Land Fund for Rome. 

The Delegates were then invited 
to present recommendations to the 
National Spiritual Assembly. Those 
given comprised largely the propos
als nlade at the Convention Session 
on Tea ching. 

In closing, Dr. Giachery praised 
all assembled for the mature and 
harmonious manner in which the 
Convention proceeded and extended 
deepest th anks successively to the 
beloved Guardian for whom all 
turned for a moment in silent prayer; 
to both the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the United States and the Euro
pean Teaching Committee whose 
combined and immeasurable efforts 
have been the backbone of our pro
gress:; to the ever-helpful Geneva 
Office; to the Convention Committee 
of Arrangements - Mrs. Marion 
Little, Chairman, Mrs. Stella Lonzar, 
and Mr. Guilio Jacoviello, whose im
mense preparatory work stretched 
over many months; to the entire 
Florence Community for its kind 
hospitality, with special gratitude to 
Mrs. Marion Little for so graciously 
housing the entire Convention in her 
be3u~iful home, omitting not a de
tail in facilitating comfort and 
smooth functioning. 
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Our Public Meeting was yet to 
cOme. By five o'clock an eager audi
ence filled the room to hear Dr. Gia
chery's talk entitled "On the Thresh
old of World Civilization". Mrs. 
Stella Lonzar, Chairman, presided. 

Dr. Giachery developed his theme 
on the premise that the universal 
fermentation so obvious in all de
partments of life today, is being im
pelled by two processes -one in
tegra ting, the other disintegrating; 
the first gradually evolving a system 
destined to serve as a "Pattern for 
Future Society" t the second tearing 
down with force every barrier to the 
attainment of this system. Asserting 
that the light of the Baha'i Revela
tion is the power motivating both 

processes, our speaker showed with 
dynamic certainty that the develop
ment of modern science, the intro
duction of sweeping social reforms, 
the growing recognition of the basic 
truths in all great religions, the de
sire for world peace, and the emer
gence of world government, syn
chronize, one and all, with the unfold
ing of the Baha'i World Faith - a 
revelation precipitating a mighty 
spiritual rebirth destined in turn to 
cUlminate in an "ideal World Order, 
in universal consciousness of world 
citizenship and jn a world culture ex
pressive of the first spiritual civiliza
tion in the history of mankind". 

The intense interest which the 
speaker's presentation awakened, 

JUNE. 195]. 

coulrl be measured by the late houT' 
to which many of tile guests lingered,. 
and the flow of questions asked. 

-I(. * ,., * "* 

Legend relates that the City of 
Florence was born in a field of roses 
when a magic powder made by the 
Muses was strewn over it, bringing 
forth a bevy of happy and beautiful 
young people. Today it is our hope 
that the fragrance of the Word of 
God, diffused from the First !talo
Swiss Convention, may give birth to
a host of spiritual heirs in the "City 
of the Lily" - in the "City of the 
Spirit" ! 

Elsa Steinmetz 
Basel, Switzerland 

~ delegates.,. -visitors from many laDds ga.ther with \he new African believers at. tbe first Inier-continenia,l Collference 
recently held at J(a,mpa]a, Uganda in Africa. 
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FAITH IN ACTION 

The American Jubilee celebrations 
attracted \\;despread publicity, par
ticularly in the Chicago area. 

The complete story of the excellent 
newspaper, magazine, newsreel, ra
dio and television coverage given 
these events will be carried in a spe
cial Jubilee Issue of BAHA'i NEWS. 

The Cleveland Board of Educa· 
tion has recognized the Faith as an 
independent religion and has gr ant
ed to Baha'i paren.ts the privilege of 
requesting in writing that their chil
dren be excused from attendance at 
school on the Baha'i Holy Days. 

Good news from Alaska is the im
minent formation of the first BahaYj 
Group in Fairbanks, in the central 
portion of the terri tory. 

HonoJulu, Hawaii reports its first 
all Baha 'j wedding, held in the Hono
luln Baha'i Center. 

CONCORDANCE ON 
BAHA'I BOOKS PLANNED 
National Reference Library 
Needs Helpers 

The National Reference Library 
Committee is making plans to com
pile an index and concordance for 
all Baha'i books. This concordance 
and index will eventually be made 
into a Union Library Card System 
so that ready reierence can be made 
to any subject in the Writings. 

This tremendous project is vitally 
irnportal1t and the Committee ur
gently requests helpers to volunteer 
for this work. You do not have to be 
trained or experienced. The Commit
tee will send complete instructions. 
Please contact Mrs. Dorothy Peter
sen, Secretary, 2557 North 69th 
Street. Wauwatosa, 10, Wisconsin. 

BAHA'I PUBLIC WORSHIP 
Following dedication of the House 

of Worship by Baha'is on Friday, 
May 1, and its public dedication Sat
urday, May 2, a weekly service of 
public worship has been conducted 
each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in the Tem
ple auditorium by a committee ap
pointed by the National Spiritual As· 
sembly. 

The Guardian's memorable state
ment of dedication, read by RUl;tiyyih 
Khimum May 2, included these sig· 
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INTERNATIONAL BAHA'I SCHOOL 
Special Sessions on World Crusade 

International BaM.'i School, Pine Valley, Colorado will open for a 
two-week period beginning July 19th, Sunday. There will be two sessions 
of one week each starting on Sundays, July 19th and 26th. Arrival dates 
aTe the Saturdays before each session. 

These two concentrated sessions will be devoted to the study of sub. 
jects related to the carrying out of the Ten Year Crusade. 

Reservations should be made early through Mrs. Gladys Roberts, 
Secretary Programing Committee, International Baha'i School, Box 
1003, Colorado Springs t Colorado. The cost is $35,00 per week per person. 

nificant words: "This House of Wor
ship, now opening wide its doors to 
peoples of all creeds, of all races, of 
all nations and of all classes, is dedi
cated to the three fundamental veri
ties animating and underlying the 
BaM.'i Faith-the Unity of God, the 
Unity of His Prophets, the Unity of 
Mankind," 

In this statement we have the per
fect formulation of purpose to guide 
those who ,prepare the readings and 
those who' select the music which to
gether constitute public worship in 
the one Baha'i Temple now existing 
in the entire world. 

In the spirit of the Guardian's clas
sic phrase, and following the pattern 
set in the service of public dedica
tion, the committee has prepared se-
lected readings from the authentic 
Holy Scriptures of the various reli
gions, particularly from the Old Tes
tament, the New Testament, the 
Qur'an, and the Writings of Baha
'u'llah, 

Some six services have now been 
conducted, the music consisting of 

three a cappella songs rendered by a 
trained group of eight voices, this be
ing the function of another com
mittee. 

Several hundred persons, Baha'is 
and guests, have attended. Many 
guests have spoken of the inspira
tion they received, not only from the 
majestic beauty of the Temple in
terior but also from their realiza
tion, for the first time, that the 
Prophets have revealed one continu
ous body of truth. 

The National Assembly has au
thorized the Temple WorShip Com
mittee to send mimeographed copies 
of the weekly service to those re
questing it. 

-COMMITTEE ON 'rD.-rPLE WORSHIP 

BAHA'I NEWS SERVICE 
Please mail all publicity clippings 

to the Baha'i News Service, Mrs. 
Nina Matthisen, Secretary, 77 E. Ce
dar Street, Chicago, Illinois 

Send One copy of small publicity 
items and two copies of more im
portant or signHicant articles and 
ads. 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORLD CENTER 
(There are 1.ess than 100 sets of these photos remaining and 

this wiU be the last of the supply.) 

The complete set sells for $5.70. 
Shrine of the Bab 
Bahji Mansion 
Mazra'ih Mansion 
Acca & Prison 
Relics 
Ridvim Garden (Acca) 
Mo"numeotaI Gardens 
Miscellaneous 

$1.10 
.70 
.30 
.75 
.80 
.50 
.80 
.75 

13 pictures 
8 pictures 
3 pictures 
9 pictures 

10 pictures 
6 pictures 

10 pictures 
9 pictures 

$5.70 68 pictures 
Send Money Order or check to: 

Mrs. Dorothy V. Petersen 
2557 North 69 Street 
Wauwatosa 10, Wis. 
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Photostatic copy of letter from General Sir Gerald TempLa.r 
sent to the India. Centenera.y Celebration in New Delhi. 

The Bab's Address to the Letters 
of the Living. Attractively printed 
in green ink on grey paper. 4 pp., 8lh 
by 5¥.!. Each, $.10; 50 copies, $4.50. 

Literature Catalogs have been sent 
to all librarians and regular accounts 
as well as special, individual re
quests. Additional copies may be or
dered at five cents each to cover 
mailing and handling. 

Mrs. Anna Flagg, Milford. Ohio, April 
2. 1953 

Dr. Evangeline Caven, Encino, Calif. 
April 5, 1953 

Dr. Robert Pettet, Lake Geneva, Wis. 
April IB, 1953 

Mrs. Ida Tilson, Milwaukee, Wis" April 
10. 1953 

Holy Days: 
July 9, 

Bab 

JUNE. 1953 

Martyrdom of the 

Jubilee Celebrations: 
3rd Baha'i Intercontinental 

Conference. Stockholm, 
Sweden-July 21-26 

4th BaM', Intercontinental 
Conference, New Delhi, 
India-October 7-15 

Feasts: 
June 5-Nur. Light 
June 24-RaJ:tma t, Mercy 
July 13--Kalimat. Words 

National Assembly Meetings: 
June 12, 13, 14 
July 10, 11, 12 

Summer School Sessions: 
Geyserville - June 28 to 

August 2, 1953 
Louhelen - July 5 to Sep

tember 7, 1953 
Green Acre-July 13 to Sep

tember 7, 1953 
International School - July 

19 to Aug. 2, 1953 

Salt Lake City. Utah. Miss Helga J ohnsan 
to Mr. Carroll Hummel. January 15, 
1953 

Washington, D.C., Miss Marjorie New
man to Mr. David Nixon. April 4, 1953 

Los Angeles, California, Miss Gloria Dor
Ian to Mr. Hiram E. Webb. Date not 
reported 

San Francisco, Calif., Miss Sophia M. 
Dell'Orlo to Mr. Wesley Baker, April 
18, 1953 . 

Los Angeles, California, Miss Annette 
Dingham to Mr. Ken Frederics April 
18. 1953 

Toledo, Ohio, Mrs. Irene M. Hughes to 
Mr. Marvin Bibby March 27, 1953 

Los Angeles, Calif., Miss Patricia Ann 
Tilton to Me, J ahn F. Gibson April 18 I 
1953 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is throughout the United States, and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members 01 the Faith informed 01 international, national and local Bah,i"i developments. and serve as an organ tor the distdbu
bon 01 messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the Internstional Bahit'i COW'lcil, and the general announcements pre
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans .. news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lsnds. Materia~ is due in Wilmette on the first day at the 
month preceding the date of issue for whiCh it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1952-1953: Mrs. EUnice Braun. 
Managing Editor; Mr. William C. Henning, Miss FaITukh loas, Mrs. Ruth Jones, Miss Joan Lozier, Mr. Robert Moul. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S,A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National BahA'i Administrative Headquarters. 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette. 
Ulinois.. U.S ,A. 



Treacherous Ruhi Afnan, not con
tent (with) previous disobedience, 
correspondence (with) Ahmad Soh
rab, contact (with) old Covenant
breakers, sale, (in) conjunction 
(with) other members (of) family, 
(of) sacred property purchased by 
Founder (of) Faith, (and) allowing 
his sister (to) marry son (of) 
'Abdu'l-Baha's enemy, (is) now 
openly lecturing (on) Baha'i move
ment, claiming (to) be (its) expo
nent (and is) misrepresenting (the) 
teachings (and) deliberately causing 
confusion (in) minds (of) authorities 
(and the) local popula tion. Inform 
National Assemblies. 

-SHocm 
Cablegram received May 17, 1953 

C.OMMENTARY, NATlONAI. SP'IRlTUAI. ASSEMBL'" 

Beloved Friends: 
Once more, while engaged in his 

unique mission as Guardian of the 
Faith, Shoghi Effendi meets the on
slaught of a Covenant-breaker de
scended from the Holy Family of 
BaM'u'lItili. 

Just as the Master during His era 
was the target for the supremely bit
ter attack launched by those who 
had repudiated Bahit'u'llah's own 
Testament, so now the first Guard
ian 7 the one named in 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
Will, suffers the vicious and venge
ful hatred of the violator steeped in 
his own malice. 

We suiter with .all tha t grieves the 
Guardian and interferes in any way 
with the steady progress of the 
F ai th, even though we know the h~s
tility is foredoomed to failure and 
the power to assail short-lived. 

The theme of this cable has been 
a tragic note in a number of com
munications from Shoghi Effendi 
pUblished in BAHA'i NEWS. The con
dition is perfectly clear to the 
Baha'is. What can we do? 

The answer to the destroyer is the 
creative spirit of faith; the answer 
to wrathful ambition is humble de
votion; the weapon against attack is 
the reverence Baha'is feel for the ex
pression of Divine Will in the perfect 
leadership which the Master's Will 
bequeathed as His supreme blessing 
to the BaM' is. 

Success in the World Crusade will 
silence all who either a ttack or ig
nore the Message of the Manifesta~ 
tion. Effort here is the true solace 
we can humbly offer the Guardian. 

--NATIONAL SPIRITUAL .ASSEMBLY 

JOYFUL 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
TO BAHA'I WORLD 

Joyfully announce (to the) Baha'i 
World (the) rapid progress (of the) 
final stages (of the) construction (of 
the) Bab's mausoleum (on) Mt. Car
mel, as well as (the) splendid initi
ative (of the) Baha'is (of) Panama 
aiming (at the) acquisition (of the) 
first Mas.!J.riqu'I-Adhkar (of) Central 
America. Erection (of the) lantern 
(and the) placing (of theJribs (of 
the) dome completed. Five thousand 
gilded tiles dispatched (from) Ut
recht (have been) safely received, 
half (of) which (have been) already 
placed (in) position,· disclosing (a) 
glimpse (of the) shining splendor 
(of the) completed dome. 

Appeal National Assemblies, East 
(and) West (to) participate through 
contributions (to the) meritorious en· 

deavors exerted (toward the) event
ual establishment (of a) Baha'i 
House (of) Worship (in the) City (of) 
Panama, specifically mentioned (by) 
'Abdu'l-Baha, situated (in the) heart 
(of the) Western Hemisphere. My
self contributed five hundred pounds 
(for the) furtherance (of this) notable 
objective (of the) ten year global 
Crusade. 

Share message National Assem
blies. 

Haifa, Israel 
June 25, 1953. 

(Signed) SHOGBI 

COJIIMENTAA ... : NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSENBL.Y 

Beloved Friends: 

All those who heard R ul,liyyih 
Khanum's addresses at the Annual 
Convention and the All-American In
tercontinental Teaching Conference 
will recall how strongly she empha~ 
sized the vital importance of happi
ness to the welfare and efficiency of 
the Guardian. 

Therefore there is great cause for 
rejoicing in his cable of June 27~ in 
that he could begin it with the aus
picious words "Joyfully announce." 

This news of the rapid progress of 
the work on the dome of the Shrine 
of the Bab has surpassing signifi
cance at this time when the ·pioneer 
settlement of one hundred thirty-one 
unoccupied territories has just begun. 
It gives us blessed assurance that al
ready the observer can behold a 
"glimpse of the shining splendor of 
the completed dome--" since the 
Shrine is a symbol of the spiritual 
power and glory which permeates 
th~ world from the Baha'i World Cen
ter. 

The Guardian is joyous, too, be
cause of the "splendid initiative" of 
the Baha'is of Panama. A Ma@.riqu'l
A<!!!kar in that strategic spot will 
have far-reaching effect. 
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The Shr1be of tbe Bib. showin~ the completed cement Dome. 'I1le scaffolding on to-p is for construction of tbe Lantern. 

Shoghi Effendi's own contribution 
toward the cost of the site, and his 
appeal to all National Spiritual As
semblies to participate, reveals again 
the oneness of the Baha'i world in its 
devotion to the great objectives of 
the World Crusade. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

THE FIRST STAGE OF THE 
TEN YEAR CRUSADE PLAN 

Excerpts from two letters written 
on behall of the Guardian by the 
Assistant Secretary are published 
here for the inspiration and guidance 
of the American Baha'Is. 

From letter dated May 22, 1953: 
"The beloved Guardian ha 5 been 

greatly enthused over the reports he 
has received of the Convention, Dedi
ca tion of the Temple, and the Inter
continental Teaching Conference. 

"He was very happy to get your 
word of the 128 who volunteered for 
pioneer service. 

"In connection with this word, he 
cabled you May 19, strongly urging 
the intending pioneers to scatter as 
widely as possible, and to settle even 

territories and islands not specifical
ly assigned to the United States. 

uThe Guardian feels, now that the 
Ten Year Crusade has been so auspi
ciously launched, no time should be 
lost nor any stone left unturned, to 
hurry the completion of the first 
stage of the Plan. The impact with 
which the friends meet this great 
challenge, and the example which 
the American Baha'is show in actual 
deeds in carrying forward the Plan, 
will have a world effe ct. 

"The Guardian feels that as the 
chief administrators of the Master's 
Divine Plan for the propagation of 
the Faith, the American Baha'is 
have great responsibility in the en
tire project, even though certain 
areas have been assigned to other 
National Assemblies. Thus the Amer
ican National Assembly can and 
should s end pioneers to other vir gin 
areas, even though assigned to an
other National Assembly. This they 
can do, because of the mission the 
Master gave them. In fact, the Guar
dian would welcome most heartily, 
word of the placing of some pioneers 
in territories assigned other National 
Assemblies. 

"This is the period of the scatter
ing of the faithful, and the sooner 
they scatter, the better, particularly 

in virgin areas, all over the world. 
This is a sure way to bring to early 
completion the opening phase of the 
ten year Crusade. 

"The Guardian would welcome 
early settlement in the South Pacific 
Islands, Africa (and he has men
tioned especially Belgian Congo, 
French Somaliland, Ruanda Urundi, 
French Congo, Madagascar). (He 
feels there is no need for more pio
neers at this time in South Africa, 
other than those already arranged.) 
He likewise has mentioned the C am
eroons, Togoland, and areas where 
new National Assemblies are to be 
created. 

"Now is the time for the American 
B aha' i~ to show their spiritual prim
acy - they should spread over the 
face of the earth, not only concen
trating on the areas assigned to 
them, but s ending pioneers wherever 
they can, and the sooner the better, 
and the wider the extent, the better. 

uYou may be sure the beloved 
Guardian will pray ardently for the 
success of your efforts, and those of 
all the American Baha'is." 

From letter dated June 2, 1953: 
"Our beloved Guardian has been 

greatly encouraged by reports reach
ing him from all parts of the Baha'i 
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world, especially from America, of 
the victories already gained, and the 
plans being laid for the prosecution 
of the Ten Year Crusade. 

"They have evoked his awe-inspir
ing, and soul-stirring cablegram of 
May 28th, calling for the im mediate 
settlement of all the 131 vir gin area s 
of the Plan, just as quickly as possi
ble. He is convinced that the friends 
will arise and translate their enthusi
asm into action, because the keynote 
of the Crusade must be action I ac
tion, action! 

"The settlement of these virgin 
areas is of such an emergency na
ture that he feels pioneering in one 
of them takes precedence over every 
oUter type of Baha'i service.- wheth
er it be in the teaching or adminis
trative fields of the Faith. So im
portant is it that the National Assem
bly may delay initiation of steps to 
fulfill other phases of the plan, until 
all these areas are conquered for the 
Faith. Nothing, absolutely nothing. 
must be allowed to interfere with the 
placing of pioneers in each of the 
131 goal countries. 

"By virtue of being the Chief Exec
utor of the Divine Plan, the American 
Baha. 'is may settle in any territory of 
the world. In fact, the Guardian 
would welcome word of American 
pioneers being settled in areas as· 
signed other National Assemblies, 
At the Guardian's direction I have 
written all other Assemblies of this 
fact, and asking them to assist in the 
settlement of American pioneers in 
their areas. 

"As his dramatic cable indicates, 
the Guardian will have prepared an 
illuminated 'Roll of Honor' on which 
will be inscribed the names of the 
'Knights of Baha'u'llilh,' who first 
enter these 131 virgin areas. This 
'Roll of Honor' will be placed inside 
the entrance door of the Inner Sane-
tuary of the Tomb of Bahil'u'llilh, 

HFrom time to time, the Guardian 
will announce to the Baha'i world the 
names of those holy souls who arise 
under the conditions outlined in his 
message, and settle these areas and 
conquer them for Baba'u'llah. 

"Now is the hour for America to 
demonstrate its spiritual primacy. 
There is no time after this moment! 
All the promises of the Master to 
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The original stairwa.y leading to Ba.ha'u~nah·s quarters in Mazra'ih, near 'Akita., 
Israel. 

America in the Tablets of the Divine 
Plan must be won now. The divine 
graces must be spread by the Amer~ 
ican Baha'is over the face of the 
globe. The Guardian is sure that the 
glory of America and its spiritual 

mIssion will be carried through to a 
resounding victory, which will affect 
the entire globe. 

"The destiny of America now rests 
on the shoulders of the American 
Baha'is. " 
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Guniting (sprayiDg) cement on the Dome 
01' the Shrine or the Bab. This work was 

beJ<llb May 3. 1953. 

Firs' layer of pDiled cement, showing 
the s~l reinforcing 01 the Dome. 

The cement Dome. completed Ma.y 11, 
1953. On "his cement base, 18 ribs and 

the Golden Tiles a.Te being placed. 

THE IMPACT WILL HAVE 
A WORLD EFFECT 

Beloved Friends: 
The World Crusade has been 

launched. We stand on the field of 
action. The Plan is clear, the sum
mons urgent, the response "will 
have a world effect." 

Already a number of pioneer settle
ments have been schedu1ed and 
valiant warriors have set forth from 
their homes to conquer a new terri
tory for the Faith of God. Month 
by month, from July to October, 
other pioneers will enter the field. 

The pioneer applications and ques
tionnaires received before, during 
and since the All-America Intercon
tinen tal Teaching Conference, have 
been examined by the National 
Spiritual Assembly. classified accord
ing to area preferred and other im
portant factors, and referred to the 
proper Intercontinental Teaching 
Committee - All-America. Europe, 
Africa or Asia - for the develop
ment of projects. 

Never has there been in America 
such a demonstration of faith in 
action. The National Assembly is 
profoundly stirred and is giving its 
first and principal concern to the 
expediting of pioneer settlements 
throughout the world. 

This task, as the Guardian points 
out, is the first stage in the achieve
ment of the great Crusade_ The time 
for this first stage is brief - the first 
year of the Ten Year Plan. 

American Baha'is will note with 
awe the degree of responsibility they 
bear for the success of the project as 
a whole. This arises from the Mas
ter's Divine Plan and the designation 
of the American Baha'is as its trus
tees. It calls for a whole-hearted 
response on our part but conveys no 
international authority. 

The intensity with which the Guar
dian has presented the need to pio
neer in 131 unsettled areas indicates 
the urgency of the entire Crusade. 
The times are perilous, and the fu
ture of mankind depends upon the 
spread of the Faith. 
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Two paragraphs invoke most earn
est attention: 

"Now is the time for the American 
Baha'IS to show their spiritual prim
acy - they should spread over the 
face of the earth, not only concen
trating on the areas assigned to 
them, but sending pioneers wherever 
they can, and the sooner the better~ 
and the wider the extent, the better.n 

"Now is the hour for America to 
demonstrate its spiritual primacy. 
There is no time after this moment! 
All the promises of the Master to 
America in the Tablets of the Divine 
Plan must be won now. The divine 
graces must be spread by the Amer
ican Baha'is over the face of the 
globe. The Guardian is sure that the 
glory of America and its spiritual 
mission will be carried through to 
a resounding victory, which will 
affect the entire globe." 

This is the hour for meekness and 
humility, that we may accept this 
mission with pure motives, deep 
understanding, pra yerful resolve. 
What we can do to pioneer in these 
unsettled areas must be done this 
year. And the pioneer settlement 
project not only calls for pioneers -
it calls for contributions to the full 
measure of the National Budget. 
Pioneers needing travel or living 
budgets can only go forth a s funds 
are a vaila ble. 

Sincerely, 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

-.... ----------.... 

Bearers of the Name of God 

You are the bearers of the name of 
God in this Day. You have been chos
en as the repositories of His mystery. 
It behoves each one of you to mani
fest the attributes of God. and to ex
emplify by your deeds and words the 
signs of His righteousness~ His poweT 
and glory. The very members of YOUT 

body must bear witness to the lofti~ 
ness of your purpose, the integrity of 
your life, the reality of your faith, 
and the exalted chaTacter of your 
devotion. (Words of the Bab) 

The Daum-Breakers-page 92. 
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The Bahi'i Bouse of Worship, WUmette. JlUno[s, sbowing the gardens. 

HOW TO PIONEER 
American believers desiring to 

pioneer in some unsettled area are 
requested to advise the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

They then receive a questionnaire 
form to fill out and return, supplying 
information necessary for developing 
a settlement proj eet. 

The questionnaires are studied by 
the National Spiritual Assembly and 
referred to the Teaching Committee 
concerned with the particular area 
requested. 

When areas are not specified, 
further correspondence leads to a 
selection based upon the information 
provided by the pioneer and upon 
the relative need for pioneers in the 
various areas. 

The four Intercontinental Teaching 
Committees report back their rec-

ommendations and findings, and the 
National Assembly makes final ap
proval, including budgets where re
quired. 

Though the process has several 
stages, there is no delay in arriving 
at final action. The Committees, and 
the National Assembly, devote their 
major effort to expediting pioneer 
settlements. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL "ASSEMBLY 

AN ORGAN OF THE 
WORLD CRUSADE 

The National Assembly feels that 
BAHA'i NEWS is an organ of the 
World Crusade, its mission to carry 
reports of the progress in all areas, 
from all administrative agencies. 

This natural development gives to 
BwJf NEWS a fundamental impor
tance, and the friends, especially in 

America, may well accept a respon
sibility to follow closely and consci
entiously every step in the fulfillment 
of the Ten Year Plan. 

All National As sem blies ha ve been 
requested to furnish regular reports 
for publication, so that BA.HAJj NEWS 

may faithfully reflect developments 
throughout the world. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

BULLETINS NEEDED 
FOR BAHA'I NEWS 

All National and Area Committees 
are urged to send copies of any jour
nals or bulletins they may publish to 
BAHA'f NEWS, as well as other items 
or photographs of na tional or inter
national interest which have not ap
peared in their publications. 

5 
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THE NEW TEACHING STRUCTURE IN 
THE UNITED STATES 

The National Jubilee Celebrations have jnaugurated America's part 
in the fateful Ten Year Crusade. Among the twenty-four challenging 
tasks which the Guardian cabled to the American National Convention 
are two which pertain particularly to teaching in the United States. 
They are: "the raising to three hundred of the number of Local Spirit
ual AssembliesH in the United States and "the Proclamation of the 
Faith through the Press and Radio throughout the United States of 
America." , 

In an effort to respond adequately to this home front challenge. the 
National Assembly studied carefully the teaching structure in the Unit
ed States. The Assembly members asked themselves these questions; 
Is our teaching committee set-up arranged for quick and efficient 
action? How can we release as much teaching energy as possible? 

Study of last year's teaching structure showed that in the three 
levels involved, over 370 believers were committee members, most of 
them serving on the 45 regional committees. The National AssemblY 
decided to reduce radically the number of committees, have only two 
layers in the teaching structure, and hold committee memberships 
to a small number, preferably seven or less. 

As a result of this radical chang~, for the Baha'i year 1953·54, there 
will be one National Teaching Committee, twelve Area Committees, 
and no regional committees. Budgeting, correspondence, committee 
meeting time, and committee action can now be much simpler and 
faster than under the former ·complicated set·up. Only about one· 
third the number of believers will be required for committee member· 
ship. Local Assemblies and groups can much more easily tmdertake 
extension teaching and joint area teaching projects. Several hundreds 
of believers will have more time and energy to devote to direct 
teaching. 

The twelve Area Teaching Committees appointed by the National 
/1ssembly will serve the following groups of states: 

New England States - Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massa
chusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island. 

North Atlantic States - New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania. 
Central Atlantic States - West Virginia, Virginia, District of Colum

bia, Delaware, Maryland. North Carolina. 
South Atlantic States - South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, 

Tennessee. 
Gulf States - Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas. 
East Central States - Michigan, Ohio. Indiana, Kentucky. 
Central States - Il1inois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa. 
South Central States - Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas. 
North Central States - North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska. 
Rocky Mountain States - Colorado, New Mexico, Wyoming. 
Southwestern States - California, Nevada', Arizona, Utah. 
Northwestern States - Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana. 
The members of the National Assembly are confident that the Ameri

can believers will welcome this step toward simplicity and direct 
action in our teaching structure. To meet the Guardian's chal1enge 
that the American believers assume the Hlion's share" in the World 
Crusade, the United States becomes the reservoir for a constant 
stream of assistance to bring the healing message of Baha'u'llith into 
every nook and cranny of the world. OUr simpler teaching structure 
can enable us to quickly marshal our forces for the glorious tasks 
of teaching on the home front. 

Every act of teaching, personal and public, brings closer the achieve
ment of the Crusade goals. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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THE YEAR "9" 
Taken from "The Significance of Holy 

Year", abridged notes of address giveD 
by Mr. George Townshend. Hand of the 
Cause, at the British Convention: In the 
British Baha'i Journal, April, 1953. 

A Great Prophet from the begin
ning of His existence on earth is an 
Eternal Being, Divine. He holds for 
all time undisputed sovereignty over 
all that is in heaven and on earth. He 
shows from His early childhood signs 
of greatness and power. His Call 
makes no spiritual change. The 
change is physical like that of a man 
who passes from sleep to wakeful· 
ness, from silence to speech. He re
mains the same individual. He is at 
the moment of His Call invested with 
supreme authority and executive 
power. He is in a new relation to God; 
whereas at His Declaration He as
sumes a new relation to man. It is 
wonderful to reflect what really hap
pens when a Great Prophet takes 
over from His Predecessor the lord
ship of mankind and initiates by His 
Call a new Era. The sovereignty of a 
Prophet, through the potency of one 
Word, subdues, quickens and revital
izes the whole world. Baha'u'IIa.h in 
His book, Prayers and Meditations, 
has given us the fullest picture of the 
extent of the influence of the Pro
phet's Word, which revolutionizes the 
whole of creation. He says of His own 
utterance of this Word that through 
It "the realities of all created things 
were shaken, were divided, separ
ated, scattered, combined and reunit· 
ed, disclosing in both the contingent 
world and the heavenly Kingdom en· 
tities of a new creation." 

Baha'u'llilh did not make His pub
lic Declaration for ten years after 
His Call. The Bab received His Call 
about a year before He made His 
dedaration to Mulla l:Iusayn. Jesus 
Christ was called when John baptized 
Him, but the first open dedara lion 
He ever made of His Messiahship 
was the evening before His death 
when he announced to Caiaphas, the 
High Priest, that he would see the 
Son of Man coming with great power 
and glory. This is proved by the fact 
that Jesus' enemies sought but could 
not find anyone to give evidence that 
He had declared Himself to be the 
Messiah. Jesus accepted Peter's dec· 
laration of belief but never till His 
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trial before the Sanhedrin made a 
declaration Himself. His full authori~ 
ty, however, dated from His Call. 
Baha'u'llah became active soon aft
er His Call; but still as a Babi we 
have read how He revivified the Babi 
community, not only in Ba@dad, 
but through the furthermost confines 
of Persia, and wrote (still appearing 
outwardly as a Bab!) the Seven 
Valleys, the Hidden Words and the 
Book of Certitude. He had the full
ness of His power but did not mani
fest it. 

If you look at the scriptures of the 
world you will find they all agree in 
many things and specially in this, 
that the history of mankind is one 
whole and that it can be rightly un
derstood only in its unity. All these 
scriptures-those of Krishna, Bud
dha~ Zoroaster, Moses and the rest
show that all the peoples of the world 
all the time have been engaged, how
ever unconsciously. in a single pro
cess moving towards unification. 
They have all been told to look to the 
future with expectancy and hope. 
This unification and redemption will 
be effected under the leadership of a 
supreme world Savior. "the Lord of 
Hosts" as the Bible calls Him. who 
through His zeal will accomplish this 
great consummation. What has hap
pened now through the centenary 
which we are commemorating is that 
now in this age, the age into which 
we have been born, this great Event 
has, after hlUldreds and thousands 
of years of waiting and preparation, 
come to pass. This age is that to 
which reference is made at the beginw 

rung of the Book of Genesis when, in 
the allegory of the faU of man, God 
gives the promise of a future world 
redemption, foretelling that man will 
wound the tempter's head and the 
tempter will bruise man's heel. When 
God announced to Abraham "through 
thee will all the families of the earth 
be blessed," His thoughts were of this 
present age, the time of the Call of 
Baha'u'llah. When Isaiah spoke of the 
Child which would be born on whose 
shoulder the government of the world 
would rest; when he speaks of 
"mighty God" "the everlasting Fath
er," the "Prince of Peace" that is to 
come, he is thinking of this present 
time, of the Lord of Hosts, Baha
'u'lh3.h Whose centenary we humbly 
keep in this Holy Year. 
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FlrsIi Local Spiritual Assembly elected at Kampa.la., Uganda. Africa. 

AFRICA 
"Your MiSiion i.s unspeakably 

glorious" 

It is a joy to report the departure 
for Africa of the first contingent of 
American pioneers under the new 
Ten Year Global Crusade. On June 
18, Harry and Bahiyyih Ford sailed 
from New Orleans; on June 20 Bill 
and Marguerite Sears with their 
younger son, Michael, sailed from 
New York. Both families will settle 
in South Africa. 

CANADA 
National Convention 

The Sixth Canadian National Baha'i 
Convention took place on April 29 
and 30. All present rejoiced in the 
completion of the Five Year Plan, 
initiated when the Canadian national 
community was born in 1948; five 
years of effort toward integrating 

this vast land from Victoria to New
foundland, from Coral Harbor to 
Windsor. 

Consultation on the part Canada 
is to play in the Ten Year Crusade 
led to plans for action. 

The election of the members of 
the incoming National Spiritual As
sembly took place at the close of 
the afternoon of the first day. The 
results were: John RObarts, Lloyd 
Gardner, Rowland Estall, Laura 
Davis, Winnifred Harvey, Emeric 
Sala, Rosemary Sala, Albert Rakovw 

sky) Audrey Westhauser. 

R6hfyyih Khanum in Can ad. 
Following the Second Interconti

nental Conference, Amatu'l-Baha, 
RU4iyyih Khilnum spent a few days 
in the Montreal community. Baha'is 
from Toronto. Kingstown, Belleville, 
Charlottetown, Moncton and Ottawa 
joined the believers of greater Mont
real to welcome her. On Saturday, 
May 9, she met with the Baha'i 
friends in the Maxwell home. The 
vitality of her message and the 
picture she gave of life in Haifa 
inspired a greater devotion and made 
the person of the Guardian a living 
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AUendants at the FIrst French Teaehing Conference, held iD Lyons, Fra.nce, May 23 aDd H,. ] 953. 

reality for all who heard her. to an 
extent never experienced by many 
before that night. 

On Sunday afternoon, the National 
Spiritual Assembly and other Baha'i 
friends gathered in Mount Royal 
Cemetery for a service in memory 
of William Sutherland Maxwell, Hand 
of the Cause and father of Riil,llyyih 
KhanuID. In the evening, RUJ:llyyih 
Khimum spoke at a public meeting 
in the Ritz-Carleton Hotel. She was 
accompanied to Montreal by Mrs. 
Amelia Collins, Hand of the Cause, 
vice-president of the International 
Council. 

Visit of 'Air-Akbar Furutan 

Dr. rAH-Akbar Furutan, with an 
interpreter, Mr. M. Anvar, visited 
several communities in western 
Canada following the Second Inter
continental Conference. Dr. Furutan 
spoke at a public fireside in Edmon
ton and made a tour of the Univer
sity of Alberta, as well as addressing 
gatherings of the believers in all the 
communities visited. 

This opportunity to meet Baha'is 
from other lands brought home to the 
Canadian friends in a new way the 
reality and significance of the inter
national unity of the Faith of Baha
'u'llilb. 

FRANCE 

On May 23 and 24, the first 
French Baha'i Teaching Conference, 
referred to by our beloved Guardian 
as "historic", was held in Lyons, 
France. A report from the Paris 
Spiritual Assembly notes the partici
pation at this memorable occasion of 
Dr. Ugo GiacherY, Hand of the Cause, 
from Italy; Mr. and Mrs. Kyani and 
Mrs. Mesbah, from iran, as well as 
believers from Paris, Lyons, Mar
seilles and Hyeres in France. 

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA 

America House in Karlsruhe has 
exhibited in its display window a 
statement on the position of the 
government of the United States with 
regard to State religion. Closing a 
paragraph on the more than 300 re
ligious movements in the United 
States was this sentence: uThen 
there are the Jews, Mulfammadans, 
Baha'is and many others, who all, 
according to their custom, follow 
their own religion." 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Third Annual Convention 

A letter from the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of South 
America, received this month. re
ports the TItird Annual Convention 
of the Baha'is of South America. 
The consultations, characterized by 
a growing maturity and a greater 
realization of responsibility, laid 
great stress on the World Crusade 
and the part South America is to 
play in achieving the allotted tasks. 

A three-day school which preceded 
the Convention featured a course on 
Convention Procedure which was so 
successful that it may be repeated at 
next year's Convention, to be held 
in Santiago, Chile. 

Visit of Persian Hands 

The countries of South America 
have been greatly blessed by the 
visits of two of the Persian Hands 
of the Cause, Mr. Dhikru'l13h Khadem 
and Mr. Valiyu'llah Varqa. 

Mr. Varqa related, "We, the Per
sian Hands, wrote to our beloved 
Guardian asking what we could do to 
help before continuing on to the next 
World Conference in Stockholm. The 
Guardian cabled tha t the Hands 
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AHeDdants at the Youth Night gathering held April 24, 1953, during Ute Third Annual ConvenUon of the Baha'is of South America. 

should disperse and visit the cities 
of United States and the countries of 
Central and South America." 

So it was that they came to us 
here in South America. They were as 
a pure channel for the love of Baha
)u'llah. Baha'is and guests alike 
came under the spell of this miracle 
of love. 

They told us the intimate, precious 
stories of the early days of our 
Faith; they drew a vivid picture of 
the contrast between the conditions 
of those early days and the rapidly 
expanding progress of the Faith. 
They challenged us to furget self, to 
go forth in our world-encircling I ten
year Spiritual Crusade with ever
increasing effort and faith in the 
ultimate triumph of our goals. 

No group of Baha'is bade them 
good~bye without tears of joy and 
sadness, joy to have experienced the 
love and unity that their love seemed 

to have engendered in the hearts of 
all in every commWlity, and sadness 
because we were parting from these 
dear friends. Inevitably, our farewells 
were, "We shall meet again in the 
city of Ba@dad to eel ebra te our 
Golden Jubilee in 1963." 

We are truly grateful to our be
Javed Guardian for sending to us, 
even for so short a time, these most 
honored Hands cf the Cause of God. 

Jubilee R. port in 
Rio De Janiero 

In Rio de Janeiro on the evening 
of May 20, Margot Worley, chairman 
of the National Spiritual AssemblY 
of the Baha'is of South America, gave 
a detailed report of the Conference 
in Chicago and of the Dedication of 
the Temple. Friends who heard her, 
report, "Her impressions were made 
so vivid to us that we could visuaHze 
some of the phases of the Jubilee 

Celebration and feel some of its 
radiation. It was particularly bene
ficial to our community as none of 
us had the opportunity to go to the 
Conference in Chicago." 

Publicity in Brazil 
The Brazilian magazine Eu Sei 

Tude carries in its July issue a de
scription of the Temple in Wilmette, 
with six photographs. Text and 
photographs are adapted from the 
beautiful article which appeared in 
the first issue of the Columbian 
magazine MiTe~ published in Medil
lin on December 17, 1952. 

FAITH IN ACTION 

On May ~Oth the Baha'is of Reno, 
Nevada, held a public meeting on the 
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Stillwater Indian Reservation, 60 
miles east of Reno. This was the first 
attempt made by the Baha'is of tha t 
area to bring the Faith to the Indians. 
Posters announcing the meeting were 
distributed 8rotmd the reservation 
and plans call for the holding of othe; 
meetings and study classes there. 

The declaration of the Bah was ob
served by the Baha'is of the Island af 
Maui, Territory of Hawaii, by a 
public meeting at the home of one of 
the believers. The event was given 
good pUblicity by the local papers. 

An event of outstanding importance 
for the Western New Y Ol'k State reo 
gion was the annual International 
Picnic held at Queenston Heights, 
.June 14. 

What one believer can do in secur
ing publicity for the Faith is shown 
by the example of an isolated Wis
eonsin Baha'i. Using his attendance 
at the Second Intercontinental Baba Pi 
Conference as reason for the article 
the local newspaper proceeded to de.: 
vote 22 column inches to a presenta
tion of the relationship of the Baha'i 
Faith to Christianity. 

ASIA TEACHING COMMITTEE 
Specific Goals in World Crusade 

The newly.appointed Asia Teach· 
ing Committee wishes to hear from 
Baha',s who are seeking to find their 
place in the World Crusade. This 
Committee has openings and oppor
tunities in the territory assigned by 
the Guardian to the United States in 
the Asian field. 

The Asia Teaching Committee is 
the latest addition to the family of 
international teaching committees 
.appointed by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the United States. We 
are responsible for the direction of 
teaching work in the areas of Asia 
named in the Ten-Year Plan. 

Specifically, our tasks include the 
following: 

1. To plan and supervise the open
ing of eight virgin territories as
signed to the United States in the 
Asian Area. These territories are: 
Dutch New Guinea, Caroline Islands 
and Tonga Islands in the South 
Pacific ~ Hainan Island in the South 
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Delegates representing eight countries~ at the Third Annual ConventioD of the 
Bah.i~is of South America., held April 19-25, 1953. 

China Sea; Macao. the Portuguese 
colony on the southern coast of 
China: Sakhalin Island, Tibet and 
Kazakhstan. 

2. To promote the consolidation of 
the Faith in China~ Manchuria 
Korea. Japan, Formosa and th~ 
Philippine Islands. 

3. To establish National Spiritual 
Assemblies in Japan and in the South 
Pacific Islands. 

This list of objectivE's speaks elo
quently for it,elf. Suffice it to say, 
that its challenge is fully matched by 
the undreamed of opportunities 
latent in the awakenjng of this an
cjent continent and of the many is
lands of the vast PacifiC, in a world 
where isolation exists no more. 

The immediate need is for trail
blazers - men and women who can 
go out to these areas and act as a 
link between us and the people 
therE', so that we may know at first 
hand the customs, t.he needs, the 
attitudes and the conditions with 
whi ch we will have to deal. 

We need vo]unteers to go out at 
once, or as soon as possible, to the 
Caroline Islands, Tonga Islands, 
Dutch New Guinea and Macao. More 
information will be gladly given to 
those interested and able to go. 
Please write to our secretary: 

Miss Charlotte Linfoot, 
156 Nova Drive, 

Piedmont 10, California. 

In this World Crusade, we Baha'is 
are building a world community that 
is truly world-wide - a spiritual 
brotherhood that is the surest founda
tion for the harmony and welfare of 
hum ani ty. We all want to do our 
part. 

May we extend to each and every 
Baha'i, young and old, an invitation 
to join hands with us and with all the 
agencies of the World Crusade, and 
to work together on this glorious proj .. 
ed, under the blessed guidance of 
our Guardian. 

Asia Teaching Committee of the United 
States: Ali Yazdi, chairman; Mamie 
Seto, vice-chairman; Charlotte Linfoot. 
corresponding secretary; Valera Allen, 
recording secretary; John Allen, treas
urer; Marion Yazdi, publicity representa
tive; Anthony Seto. 

The Most Essential Obligation 
But let us be on our guard-so the 

Master continually reminds us from 
His Station on high-lest too much 
concern in that which is secondary in 
importance~ and too long a preoccu
pation with the details of our affairs 
and activities, makes us neglectful of 
the most essential, the most urgent 
of 'all our obligations, namely, to 
bury our cares and teach the Cause, 
delivering far and wide this Message 
of Salvation to a sorely-stricken 
world. 

Bahd'i AdminiBtration-page 52. 
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Defecates and visitors gathered. at; a reception given April 19 in the Hotel CriUon, 
Lima, Peru. 

TAPES FOR RADIO BROADCASTS 
The series of 13 tape recordings which are being beamed weekly 

to Latin America. Europe, the Near East and India through the facili
ties of World Wide Broadcasting over station WRUL, Boston, are now 
available to Baha'i communities and Area Teaching Committees. 

These radio programs present the Baha'i Faith, and are narrated by 
professionals in, :most instances. 

Titles of the series are as follows: 
No. 11 A World Religion 

12 A World United Throu~h World Faith 
13 The Baha'i House of Worship 
14 Two Roads We Face 
15 The Promised One of AIl Religions 
16 Religion Returns 
17 World Religion and the Law of Love 
18 Baha'i Youth to World Youth 
19 New Life for the World 
2{) A Univers::.l Religion 
21 A New Interpretation of History 
22 He Has Come to the Nations 
23 A World Spiritual Crusade Is Launched 

Tapes are available on the following basis: 

Deposit in advance 
Refunded on returr.. of all tapes 

Interview 
one voice 
one voice 
four voices 
one voice 
two voices 
one voice 
youth voices 
one voice 
two voices 
one voice 
four voices 

SERIES of 13 
$50.00 

37.00 
13.00 COST This means that for the whole series of thirteen, cost 

to you is but $1.00 per tape. 
A mimeographed script will accompany each tape. BUT if these scripts 
are ordered in advance of tapes they will be $ .25 cents each. 
SINGLE TAPES 

$5.00 per single tape 
3.50 . refunded on return of tape 

COST 1.50 which includes cost of mailing to you only. 
It is absolutely necessary that your order for the above tapes be 

accompanied by a check or money order for $5.00 for single tape or 
$50.00 for series of thirteen. 

When tapes are returned your money will be refunded as indicated. 
Checks or money orders should be made out to: 

Baha'i News Service, (Mrs.) Nina Matthisen. See'y .. 
77 E. Cedar Street, Chicago 11, Illinois. 

II 

Bahci'i Administration 
197 pp. cloth ................ $2.50 
By Shoghi Effendi. New edition 
now available. 

Mysticis,m. Science and Revelation 
Bound in paper .............. $1.00 
Bound in cloth ................ $2.00 
By Dr. Glenn Shook. Defines the 
claims of mystics of all types and 
shows what science and Prophetic 
Revela tion have to 5 ay to these 
claims. Proves the harmony of 
science and true religion. This book 
is On order from England. Orders 
will be recorded for future de
livery. 

Ten Year World Crusade Maps ... $.35 
A supply of these colorful maps, 
prepared by the Guardian, showing 
in graphic detail the goals of the 
Ten Year Crusade are still avail
able for sale separately. 

KNOW YOUR LITERATURE 
Unless believers, old and new 

alike, know the available literature, 
how can we expect to share the 
Teachings with those who become in
terested in the Faith? The following 
booklets present aspects of the Faith 
in ways useful for planning your 
presentation of the Message to Baha'i 
contacts. 

Story Supplement for "God 
Passes By" (mimeographed) 

95 pp. (with map of journeys of the 
Founders of the Faith) 
per copy ..................... $1.00 
Ten copies ........ " .... " ... $8.00 
Additional maps, sold separately, 
each .......................... $.10 
Stories from every phase of the 
dramatic unfoldment of the Baha'i 
R evela tion; many, especially those 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha's trip to America, 
unavailable in any other compila
tion. AIl are keyed by page to the 
chronological presentation of God 
Passes By. but are useful in them
selves, apart from that work. 

'Abdu'l-BahU-The Center of the 
Covenant 

28 pp. Bound in grey paper 
with blue border .... " .... $ .25 
By Juliet Thompson. 
The person of the Master, with 
many of the stories which endear 
Him to all and help to reveal His 
unique Station and function. 



12 JULY, 1953 

conference dtendanls at Kampala witb the Guardian's repre
sentailve, Leroy loas, Hand of the Cause. 

Ba.hi'is from the United States. Great Britain. Tunis and fJriq 
with new believers of the Teso tribe, Kampala., Uganda, Africa. 

Holy Days: 
July 9, Martyrdom of the Bab 

Jubilee Celebrations: 
3rd Baha'i Intercontinental 

Conference, Stockholm, Sweden 
-July 21-2ti 

4th Baha'i Intercontinental Conft:!r
ence, New Delhi, India-octo
ber 7-15 

Feasts ; 
July 13-Kalimat, Words 
August I-Kamal, Perfection 
August 20---Asma', Names 

National Assembly Meetings: 
July 9. 10, 11, 12 
August 28, 29,30,31 

Summer School Sessions: 
Geyserville-June 28 to August 2, 

1953 
Louhelen-J uly 5 to September 7. 
1953 

Green Acre-July 13 to September 
7, 1953 

International School-July 19 to 
August 2. 1953 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this thy servant and this Thy 
mllid·servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. a Lord! Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace . . /' 

-'Abdu'l·Baha 

Stanford, Calif.-Miss Carole Swail to 
Mr. Dwight Allen, April 12, 1953 

Berkeley, Calif.-Miss Eunice JoAnn 
Hoos to Mr. David Rutledge. April 
19. 1953 

Tacoma. Wash.-Miss Audrey K. Dnl
gan to Gilbert 1. Stephens. March 
6. 1953 

New York. N.Y.-Miss Helen Damiano 
to Mr. Ward. January 16, 1953 

"Death proffereth unto every confi
dent believer the cup that is life in
deed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
b€arer of gladness. It conferreth the 
gift of everlasting life. H 

-BAIIA'U'LLAH 

(Mr. Morris Eisenberg; Miami, Fla. 
(date not reported) 

Mrs. Olive Kolbe; New York City 
May 1, 1953 

Mrs. Helen Atterson; Queens. N.Y. 
(date not reported) 

Mrs. Mabel Wever; Arcadia, CaUl, 
May 10, 1953 

Mrs, Louise D. Boyle; Washington. D.C~ 
May 3, 1953 

Mr. Max Gootherts; San Mateo, Calif. 
Maya, 1953 

Mr. John B. Becktel; Kansas City, Mo. 
April 19th. 1953 

Mrs. Ruth Parker, Palmer, Mass. 
April 26th, 1953 

Mrs. Maria Ioas, Oak Park, Ill. 
May 25th 1953 

Mr, Alex L. Marsolais; Sultan. Wash. 
April 16th, 1953 

BAHA'T NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembl:,-" 01 the Baha'is of the United States:. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is throughout the United States, and to Baha'i adminisuative bodies in other lands, Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith informed of internatiOnaL national and local Baha'i developments. and serve as an organ for the distribu
tion of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Baha'i Council, and the general announcements pre· 
pared by the American National SpirituaJ Assembly. 
Reports. plans. news items and photographs of general interest ar:e requested from national {:ommittees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other Lands. Material is clue in Wilmette on the first day ot the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1953~1954: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Manag· 
ing Editor; Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National BaM'i Administrative Headquarters. 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
nIinois, U,S.A. 



FIRST PIONEER REPORT 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

is happy to announce the first Ameri
can pioneers to arrive at their posts 
under the World Crusade. 

Mrs. Rose Perkal arrived On 

Kodiak Island, Territory of Alaska, 
July 8. 

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Sears 
and Michael Sears arrived in Johan
nesburg, Union of South Africa, July 
18. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Gulick, Jr. 
and infant son, Mrs. Shawkat 'Ali 
F araju 'llab and Miss Ella M. Bailey 
arrived in Tripoli July 20. 

These first Americans to reach 
their goals are but a slight indication 
of the stream of pioneers who either 
are now enroute or are making final 
preparations to leave in the coming 
weeks. Pioneering is now the spiri
tual challenge placed before the con
science of each individual believer. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

. Correction 
The National Assembly statement 

on page 2 of the June BAHA'i NEWS 

has given the impression that Ameri
can pioneers are not to settle in vir
gin areas if pioneers from other 
countries are already there. This is 
not the case. The Guardian wishes 
American pioneers to go to every 
one of the one hundred and thirty-one 
virgin areas. This is a spiritual op
portunity and obligation given us by 
the Master in the Divine Plan. 
American pioneers aTe free to settle 
an.ywhere in these new areas. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

Top of the lantern with Spire, the culminating point of 
the Dome of the Shrine of the Bib. 
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Tbe Shrine of the Dab, seen from the foot of the terraces. The piUars of the Ia.ntern of the Dome, made of pink Baveao 
granite. shown ready 10 be hoisted Into position . 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

Jubilee Convention 

The Jubilee Convention of the 
Baha'is of Australia and New Zea
land took place from Friday, April 
30 to Sunday, May 3. Consolidation 
and Preparation was the theme of 
the Convention, according to the key
note speaker J who said: 

HOur task is to consolidate the 
goals already won and to prepare 
ourselves for the 10 Year Plan which 
will take us beyond the confines of 
our country and bring us into close 
contact with the rest of the world. 
The 10 Year Plan will call for great 
courage, fortitude and sacrifice, but 
our reward, 'On its achievement, will 
be glorious beyond compare." 

Addressing the. Convention, Clara 
Dunn, Hand of the Cause, said: 

"My message to you is to love 
each other like the Master won 

. . . . . . 

everyone with his love. . if we do 
not cultivate this love we cannot 
succeed. We must have Baha'i love 
and the Baha'i spirit." 

The Convention was a particularly 
happy one and concentration on 
achieving the goals of the Global Cru
sade already has led to the forma
tion of committees for pursuing the 
assigned tasks and to the dispatch
ing of pioneers to some areas. 

A Hand of the Cause Pioneers 

From "down_ under" < comes the 
news that Clan. Dunn, Hand of the 
Cause, is adding luster to her long 
record of service to the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah by pioneering in NewR 
castle, a large port-city on the coast 
of New South Wales. 

New Delhi Conference Plans 

It is anticipated that thirty Aus
tralian and New Zealand believers 
will attend the Fourth Intercontin
ental Baha'i Teaching Conference at 
New Delhi, India. Clara Dunn, Hand 
of the Cause, will be among them. 

Baha'( in Pix 

PIX~ Australia's outstanding news 
picture magazine, carried a three-

page article in its May 2 issue. Writ
ten by Stanley Bolton, a member of 
the Australia and New Zealand Na
tional Assembly t the article answered 
19 questions frequently asked about 
the Faith. Illustrations included a 3-
column. full-page portrait of 'Abdu'l
Bahil, a large picture of the Baha'i 
House of Worship in Wilmette and 
pictures of groups of Baha'is of Aus
tralia and New Zealand. 

Mr. Bolton quoted liberally from 
the writings of Shoghi Effendi, and, 
in answering the question "What 
contribution are the Baha'is making 
to world peace?", directed attention 
to Baha'u'llah's Tablets to the Kings. 
After speaking of Bahil Pi participa
tion in the activities of the United 
Nations and, previously, the League 
of Nations, he said: 

"But long before the evolution 
of these in terna tional bodies 
Baha'u'llah, himself, while a prison
er, wrote to the rulers of Europe and 
Christendom - the Czar, the Shah, 
Napoleon III, Queen Victoria, the 
Kaiser r the Pope - urging them to 
meet in a world council and banish 
war from the face of the planet. The 
catastrophe of the West since the 
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The beIl-.baped lop of the lanlem lor the Sbrlne, showing 
the thin. gilded. spire, prior to its erection in position on the 

Dome. 

The first rows of gilded iiles on the Do-me of the Shrine of 
the Bib are shown, gleaming in the sunlight. 

writing of these tablets has been a 
tragic commentary on mankind and 
has invested these tablets with a 
prophetic and terrible interest." 

CANADA 
Dr_ Furoltan Continues Can.dian Tour 

Dr. 'Ali-Akbar Furutan, Hand of 
the Cause, with his interpreter, Mr. 
Anvar, has continued his visits to 
Canadian communities and assem
blies. 

In Winnipeg, a trip was made to 
a near-by Indian reservation. 

In Toronto, Dr. Funitan addressed 
a capacity audience at a public 
meeting in the Hambourg House. 

In Kingston, the "Whig-Standard" 
published a good picture and wrote 
an excellent interview. 

Throughout the tour the many 
meetings with the friends have been 
a unique and thrilling experience. 
For most of the Canadian believers 
it was the first opportunity to meet 
a Baha', from the birthplace of the 
Faith and to hear at first hand of 
experiences in a land where there 
are communities of thousands of Ba-

ha'ls and where a Baha'i may still 
find a martyr's death. 

Dr. Furutan's facility in answering 
all kinds of questions gave concrete 
meaning to the universality and the 
practicability of the teachings of 
Baha'u'llith. 

CENTRAL AMER!CA 
Hand of Cause Visits 
Newly-formed Grou p 

The new Baha'i group of Puerto 
Limon, Costa Rica, recently formed 
through the extension teaching ef
forts of the San Jose Assembly, have 
reported their joy in the visit of 
Dhikru'llaIt Khadem, Hand of the 
Cause, to their community during 
his recent trip through Central Amer
ica. The Puerto Limon Group, whose 
numbers have been steadily growing 
since their formation in April, con
duct regular study classes twice a 
week which are open to inquirers 
and interested contacts. 

Crus.de Activities in Central America 
Immediately after receiving the 

Guardian's Convention message to 
the Baha'is of Central America, the 

National Assembly named two new 
Teaching Committees, the American 
and the Asian, according to instruc
tions contained in the cable. Since 
that time, the American Teaching 
Committee has been functioning con
tinuously, sending out letters, ques
tionnaires and information to fifty
two prospective pioneers for virgin 
and consolidation areas in Central 
America. Many of these are couples 
who are on pensions or who have 
means of their own, which greatly 
facilitates their placement in virgin 
areas where employment is hard 
to get. 

Pioneers have already gone to 
Managua, Nicaragua; San Jose1 Cos
ta Rica; Paget and Hamilton, Ber
muda. 

The Western Hemisphere Teaching 
Committee of the United States is 
collaborating with the Teaching 
Committees of Central America. 

National Bedion 
Results of the balloting for the 

National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Central America have 
been announced. The incoming mem-

l 
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bers are: Mrs. Cora H. Oliver, Mrs. 
Raquel de Constante, Mr. James V. 
Facey, Mrs. Elena Marsella Fernie, 
Mr. Harold Murray, Mr. Randolph 
Fitz-Henley. Mrs. Louise Caswell, 
Mrs. Marcia Stewart, Mr. Artemus 
Lamb. 

PERSIAN HANDS VISIT 
AMERICAN COMMUNITIES 

Since the Second Intercontinental 
Conference the Persian Hands of the 
Cause have been engaged in wide
spread teaching activities. Respond
ing to the Guardian's cabled request 
that they disperse and visit the cities 
of the United States and the coun
tries of Central and South America, 
Valiyu'llan Varqa and Dhikru'llili 
Khadem visited Baha'i centers in 
Florida (page 5) on their way to 
South and Central America, 'Ali
Akbar Furutan traveled through 
Canada, while in the United States 
Musa Banimi toured the centers in 
California and Tarazu'llah Saman
dari and Shu'a'u'llah 'Alai visited 
AssembHes from the Pacific North
west to the Atlantic coast. 

A partial list of the cities visited 
in the United States includes Boise, 

Idaho; Denver and Colorado Springs, 
Colorado; Kansas City, Missouri; 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Peoria, Illinois; 
Nashville, Tennessee; Greensboro, 
North Carolina; Bingham ton, Ro
chester and Buffalo, New York; De
troit, Michigan. Mr. Samandari and 
General 'Al.i'i also visited the Jtu1ior 
Youth session at Louhelen Summer, 
School. 

In every place visited several 
meetings were held; some intimate 
gatherings of Baha'is where stories 
of the early days of the Faith brought 
the influence of those heroic times 
closer to the American believers; 
others, public meetings where the 
Hands of the Cause, speaking 
through an interpreter. dramatized 
the universal, world-wide response 
to the call of Baha'u'llah. 

Radio and press interviews were 
frequent. In each of these the pur
pose of the trip was explained and 
some of the Baha'i concepts ex· 
pounded. 

In speaking with the believers 
across the country, the Hands of the 
Cause have emphasized the respon
sibility of the American Baha'is in 
the execution of the Ten Year Cru
sade. This, they said, is because of 
the many bounties poured out on 
the American people, such as Ba
ha'u'lHlh's unusual mention of the 
Americas in the Aqdas, the laying 
of the cornerstone of the Mother 

AUGUST, 1fS3 

Temple of the West by 'Abdu'l-Baha 
Himself, and the sending of Amatu'l
Baba, Rul.>iyyih Khilnum, by our be
loved Guardian as his representative 
at the Intercontinental Teaching Con. 
ference in Chicago and the Dedica. 
tion of the House of Worship in Wil. 
mette. 

Among the reasons offered by the 
Hands for the great success of the 
Persian Baha'is in teaching the 
Faith, in spite of the opposition to 
which they have a1ways been sub. 
jected, were their diligent study of 
the Teachings and their uncompro
mising obedience to the spirit of the 
Baha'i administrative order, and to 
the majority decision. 

The way the assemblies, groups 
and isolated friends rose to the oc. 
casion in arranging for accommoda. 
tions and meetings, in seeing that 
as many friends as possible might 
share the bounty of the visits of the 
Hands of the Cause, was a positive 
factor in the success of these teach· 
ing trips. Baha'is and close contacts 
travelled as much as 300 miles and 
more in order to avail themselves of 
the opporttmity to meet these emis
saries of the Guardian. In this way, 
many more communities than the 
centers visited were reached. 

Universally, the reaction of the 
believers has been one of re-dedi
cation to the Faith. Typical quota
tions from letters to the National 
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Spiritual Assembly express the grati
tude of Baha'is across the United 
States in words such as these: 

"We ... have been greatly blessed 
by their presence," j' .•. this week
end was a highlight in our BaM.'i 
experience," "Baha'i children were 
very much impressed, especially by 
Mr. Samandari, because he had met 
Baba'u'lJah." "We wish to express 
our deep feeling of indebtedness to 
them and also to our beloved Guardi
an upon whose request they came." 

The presence of the Hands of the 
Cause at the Intercontinetal Conferw 

ences and their journeys throughout 
the world have a wakened in the be
lievers (as the visit of the Persian 
Hands throughout the Americas has 
done in a most vital way), a fuller 
measure of realization of the mean
ing of the words of the Guardian On 

the occasion of the appo.intment of 
the first contingent of the Hands of 
the Cause: 

'·Nascent institution forging fresh 
links binding rising World Center 
Faith to consolidating World Com
munity followers Most Great Name 
. .. " (Baha'i News, Jan. 1952) 

FAITH IN ACTION 
The Declaration of the Bab was 

celebrated by the Baha'is of Miami, 
Miami Beach and North Dade Coun
ty at a joint meeting which was 

at Jelt: 
Raising the bell of the lantern up into position. 

1IIIIIIIIImlllllllllllll"III1Hlllmllllllllmll~ 

center: 
Adjusting the bell of tbe lantern on the pillars 
on top of the Dome. 
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at righl: 
The lantern of tbe Dome, co.mpleted lune 18, 1955. 

addressed by two Hands of the 
Cause, VaIiyu'llah Varqa and Dhik
ru'llili Khadem. Mrs_ Khadem told 
the story of the Declaration. Then 
Dhikru'llah li.hildem spoke of the 
Faith of Baha'u'UiIh and of the Guar
dian. 

On May 24, Mr. Varqa and Mr. 
Khadem spoke at the regular Sun
day night meeting in Miami and at 
another gathering in Miami Beach. 

On May 2, the same day as the 
dedication of the Mawriqu'l-A<llikar 
in Wilmette. a television presenta
tion of the Faith, centered on the 
Temple, was produced over KGMB 
(TV), Honolulu, through the efforts 
of the Baha'is of Honolulu, Hawaii, 
Favorable reaction to this publi
city has resulted. 

The Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
ha'is of Los Angeles, California, have 
appointed a "Crusade Committee" 
to aid the pioneering effort and pass
ed a motion that the function of the 
Los Angeles Baha'i Community this 
Baha'i year shall be primarily the 
encouragement of the dispersion of 
its members into national and in
ternational pioneering fields. 

On Saturday, June 27 of this Jubi
lee Year, about 65 Baha'is and their 
friends gathered in the Peoria, 111i~ 

nois, Baha'i Center to celebrate the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the found~ 
ing of the Peoria Baha'I Community. 
Three of the ten believers enrolled 

in 1928 were present. Local news
papers carried the story of the cele
bration. 

BAHA'I ON THE CAMPUS 
After four years of consistent ef

fort the Baha'i Fellowship study and 
discussion group at the University of 
Chicago is gaining recognition. The 
1953 issue of Cap and Gown has pub
lished a picture of the Baha'i House 
of Worship at Wilmette with an ar
ticle which said of the group: 

"It stresses the necessity of an 
unfettered search after truth and 
finds in the stirring history and uni
versal principles of the Baha'i Faith 
a steadily-growing world-wide move
ment that seems to have, in the 
words of Oxford's Dr. Jewett, "the 
promise of the future'." 

NEWS SERVICE CONTINUES 
OPERATIONS 

The Centenary News Service. now 
the Baha'i News Service, is continu
ing full-scale operations, pressing the 
advantage gained through the nation
wide publicity secured at the time of 
the Second Intercontinental Confer
ence. The Press clipping book, beau
tifully compiling the releases which 
appeared at that time, is on its way 
to the Guardian. 

5 
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TEACHING COMMITTEES 
FOR THE WORLD CRUSADE 

For the information of the friends, the National Assembly lists the 
Teaching Committees before the Annual Directory is available. 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE' TEACHING COMMITI'EE (for areas assigned to Ameri
ca outside continental United States; includes Alaska, Hawaii and 
Puerto Rico) 

Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, Secretary 
73 College Road, West 
Princeton, New Jersey 

EUROPI!:A.N TEACHING COMMITI'I:E (for areas and projects assigned to 
America in Europe) 

Mrs .. Julia Shows, Secretary 
4405 Kirk Street 
Skokie, Illinois 

UNITED STATES AnucA T&cHINC COMMITTEE (for the areas and projects 
assigned to America in Africa) 

Mrs. Bessie Barham. Secretary 
1277 New Hampshire Ave., N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 

ASIA TEACHING COMMIT'l"EE (for the areas and projects assigned to 
America in Asia) 

Miss Charlotte Linfoot, Secretary 
156 Nova Drive 
Piedmont 10, California 

NA'I'ION.&L TEACHING COMMITTEE (for pioneer and settlement activities 
and teaching within continental United States) 

Mrs. Jesma Herbert, Secretary 
725 S. Alvaredo Street 
Los Angeles, 57, California 

AMERICAN INDIAN SERVIcr COMMITI'EE 

Mrs. Nancy Phillips, Secretary 
736 Encanto Drive, S.E. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

AUGUST, 1953 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
TEACHING NEWS 

The four virgin goals in the Ameri
cas assigned to our NSA are being 
rapidly won. Mrs. Rose Perkal of 
New York City arrived on Kodiak 
Island off the coast of Alaska on July 
8. Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Crane of 
Orlapdo, Florida, a rrived on Key 
West on July 20. Mr. and Mrs. Jenabe 
Caldwell and their three children left 
Great Falls, Montana, for the Aleu
tian Islands on July 18. Another pio
neer is ready to leave for the Falk
land Islands oil' the coast of Argen
tina as soon as his visa is cleared. 

Our beloved Guardian's messages 
have made it clear that America's 
Spiritual Primacy is closely bound 
up with the assistance America must 
lend toward the winning of the virgin 
goals assigned to all the other NSAs. 
This raises our task in this hemis
phere from four virgin goals to 
twenty-seven, 

First Impressions 
of a Pioneer 

Mrs. Rose Perkal has given us 
some glimpses of pioneering in a 
virgin goal, which we share with the 
friends through excerpts from her 
first letters: 
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Panoramic view of newly developed garden of the Shrine of Baha~u'lli.h at Bahji. 

"God is good to me and I am grate
ful for having the opportunity of 
being able to serve the Cause in such 
clean, progressive surroundings. . . 
At first one may be a little dismayed 
as I was when I first came in, but 
then as one looks around with the 
eyes of a Baha'i, he sees a wonder
ful future for this lovely island . . . 
When one begins to investigate, there 
are great possibilities for not only 
the pers:on seeking to do business, 
but also for a wonderful Baha Pi Com
munity ... There is beauty here. 
The ruggedness of Maine, hills, green 
foliage. high grass. islands ... The 
more I am amazed at the insight and 
knowledge the Guardian has in se
lecting these posts. Everything here 
is rugged, but already you can see 
the growth of a modern town - a 
new civilization." 

Remaining Hemisphere Goal. 

This committee is now devoting its 
primary effort toward helping to 
place American pioneers in the re-. 
maining virgin territories of this 
hemisphere. Those friends interested 
in these remaining spiritual prizes, 
please contact Mrs. -Katherine Mc
Laughlin, Secretary. 

73 College Road West, 
Princeton, N. j. 

-WESTERN HEMISPHERE 'IEA.cHING 

COMMIT'I'EE 

TEMPLE GUIDES COMMITTEE 

31.844 people have visited the Ba
ha'i House of Worship at Wilmette 
since its public dedication on May 2. 
They have come from all parts of 
the world and all walks of life. The 
entire building is open every week
day from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and on Sunday from 10:30 A.M. to 
5:00 P.M. During these times visi t
ors are shown colored slides, ac
companied by a recorded presenta
tion of the Faith, and are conducted 
through the foundation area displays 
by guides who explain the exhibits 
and answer questions. 

On Sunday. .July 26. representa
tives of the National Spiritual As
sembly and the Temple Reception 
Committee welcomed Mr. R. Moham
med Kafrawi, Secretary-General of 
the Ministry of Religious Affairs of 
the Republic of Indonesia to the 
Baha'i House of Worship. 

The House of Worship in Wilmette 
was visited on .July 29 by Rousen 
Takashina. Archbishop of the S5tii 
sect of the Buddhists of Japan, with 
his secretaries. His Eminence Taka
shina represents 20,000 churches 
with congregations totalling 25,000,-
000 adherents. 

It is thrilling to see the reaction 
of visitors to the beauty of 
the Temple and to the message of 

Baha'u·llah. The privilege of guiding 
is open to Baha'is. If you wish to be 
a guide, or to have a part in greet
ing visitors, communicate with: 

Temple Guides Committee 
Mrs. Joan Anderson 
69 East Cedar Street 
Chicago 11. Dlinois. 

BAHA'I NEWS SERVICE 

Last year this committee sent a 
letter to all groups and isolated be
lievers requesting, in the case of 
groups, that they appoint one mem
ber to be put on the Baha'i News 
Service mailing list to receive all 
press releases and commWlications 
from the committee. This year, to 
save time and expense. they ask 
that a postal card be sent to the 
committee giving the name of the 
one appointed. Please state whether 
you repres ent a group or are an 
isola ted believer. 

If a group or isolated believer is 
already represented on the mailing 
list by the same person appointed 
last year. it will not be necessary 
to write the committee. 

Send all commWlications to: 
Baha'i News Service 
Nina Matthisen, Secretary 
77 E. Cedar Street 
Chicago 11, Illinois 
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Jubilee Year 
PROGRMI FOR THIRD INTER.CONTINENTAL BAHA'I CONFERENCE 

As this issue of BAHA~i NEoWS goes to press, 
the Third Inter·Continental Baha'i Conference 
is drawing to a close in Stockholm. The Fourth 
Inter·Continental Baha'i Conference will be held 
at New Delhi, India, from October 7 to 15. Then 
these four great meetings which the Guardian 
has characterized as Hconstituting the high
lights of the centenary celebrations commem
orating this unique period in Baha'i history" 

will be past. 

The full import of these gatherings will be 
realized during the succeeding months of our 
dispersion to pioneer posts. Their inspiration 
will light our accelerated activities in all 
spheres of BaM.'i endeavor. Although the Ten 

Year Crusade will bring other moments of deep 
spiritual significance, these moments must be 
recorded in our hearts and in our deeds. The 
influence of our beloved Guardian through his 
appointed representatives, the presence of so 
many of the Hands of the Cause in our midst, 
the joys of association in the atmosphere of re
dedication to the Faith of Baha'u'llilh are 
realities to all of the believers. 

BA1U/i NEWS presents the. program of ac· 
tivities in Stockholm in order that we all may 
share, to the limits of our capacities, in the 
great events which took place this month in 
Sweden. The September issue of BAHA'i NEWS 

will bring a full report of those events. 

THIRD INTER -CONTINENTAL BAHA'I CONFERENCE 

July 21-26, 1953 

Stockholm, Sweden 

Chairman. 7 EDNA M. TRUE 

Vice-Chairman1 MARION HOFMAN 

Co-Secretaries 7 HONOR KEM:PT'ON, ANNE LYNCH 

Tuesday, July 21 
8 :00 P.M. Informal Reception by the Stockholm Baha'i Community 

Wednesday, July 22 
9:30~9:45 A.M. Devotions 

10:00-12:00 Noon Message for the Guardian presented by Ugo Giachery, special 
Representative of the Guardian 

Presentatioll of the Hands of the Cause of God 
Greetings from the Baha'i World 
Roll Call 

3:0()'5:30 P.M. Unveiling of the Sacred Gift sent by the Guardian 

8 :00 P.M. Public Meeting - Concert Hall 
BAHA'I WORLD FAITH 

The Regeneration of the Individual Man (in Swedish) 
Gerd Strand, Oslo, Norway 

The Reconstruction of Human Society (in English) 
Prof. Zeine N. Zeine, Beirut, Lebanon 

Chairman: Hans Odemyr, Stockholm, Sweden 
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Thursday, July 23 
9:30-9:45 A.M. 
10 : 00-12 : 00 Noon 

3:00-5:30 P.M. 

Devotions 
I. Launching the World.Embracing Spiritual Crusade Ugo Giachery 
II. Europe's Part in the Ten Year Global Crusade Hermann Grossmann 

Consultation on Specific Goals 
a. Surveys of New Territories 
h. "Consolidation" 

First and Second In~er:!cr.Ln'2n~a~ Teaching C::mf~rence 
a. Africa 

Kamapala 

b. All-America 
Wilmette-Chicago 

c. Temple Dedication 

Musa Banfmi 
S~u'.i'u'llah 'A1a'i 

8:15-10:00 P. M. Sufferings of Bahil'u'llilh and Their Significance 

Mildred Mottahedeh 
Beatrice Ashton 

Horace Holley 
George Townsend 

Dhikru'llah Khadem 

Friday, July 24 
9:30-9:45 A.M. 
10:00-12:00 Noon 

Afternoon 
S:lS-1O:00 P. M. 

Saturday, July 25 
9:30-9: 45 A.M. 
10 :00-12:00 Noon 

3:00-5:00 P.M. 
7:30P.M. 

Sunday , July 26 
9:30-9:45 A.M. 
10:00-12:00 Noon 
3:00-5:30 P.M. 

Devotions 
The Divine Plan of 'Abdu'I-Baha 
1. Missions Achieved 

a. America's contribution-First and Second Seven Years Plans 
Elsa Steinmetz 

b. Europe's Contribution 
1. National Plans of Great Britain John Ferraby 
2. National Plans of Germany Anna Grossmann 

II. The Ten Year Global Crusade-Last Phase of the Initial Epoch of the 
the Divine Plan Dorothy Baker 

A sightseeing visit by steamer ~o places of interest in Stockholm 
Birth and Development of the Institutions of the Faith Horace Holle:v 

Devotions 
Opening up New Territories 

a. First Steps 
1. Committee planning 
2. Pioneers 

a. Spiritual Pre-Requisites 
b. Practical preparation 

3. Unique aspects of Pioneer Teaching Methods and TechniQue.<:. 
b. Pioneer Experiences 

Opening up New Territories (continued) 
Unity Banquet, to be held in the Town Hall, Stockholm 

Co-Chairmen: Charles Mason Remey 
Amelia E. Coliin. 
Etty Graeffe 

Devotions 
Summary of Conference and Recommendations 
Closing of Conference by a Hand of the Cause of God 
"Arise to Action" U go Giachery, 

Representative of 
the GuardiaI1 

All sessions of the Conference will be in the Medborgarhuset, 
except where otherwise designated . 

, 



10 

Valiyu'Uih Varqa, IIaDd of the Cause, with some of the South American friends 
a.1 the airport, Rio de .Janeiro. 

Newly-eleeted Spiritual Assembly of Kuching. Sarawak. British Borneo. 

BAHA'I LITERATURE 
FOR THE BLIND 

The believers who find increased 
opportunities to bring the Baha'i 
message not only to the sighted, but 
also to the blind, will welcome this 
list of the Braille pamphlets which 
are available at this time through the 

National Committee on Baha'i Serv
ice for the Blind. 

For those who read through their 
finger-tips, Braille literature is es
sential. 
Pamphlets in BTaiHe, Grade Two 

1. Faith for Freedom ......... $1.25 
2. World Order Through World 

Faith and The World Faith of 

AUGUST. 1953 

Baha'u'llah, a Summary. (Set of 
Two Braille pamphlets; to reo 
quest, order "The Set") ... $1.25 

3. The Baha'i House of Worship 
(ThIs Faith, This Temple. Pub· 
lished in Braille, April, 1952) 
............................ $1.25 

4. The Open Door ............ $ .65 
5. The Mission of Baha'u'llah (The 

Jubilee pamphlet, published 
March 25,1953) .......... $.1.80 

Pamphlets in Braille, Grade One
and-a-Half 

1. Communion With God ...... $ .65 
2. Nine-Inscription Booklet ... $ .15 

Kindly send remittance with order 
to: 

Baha'i Service For The Blind 
616 No. Oxford Avenue 
Los Angeles 4, California 

"PRESS ACCLAIM" SHEET 
AVAILABLE 

The Baha'i News Service will issue 
a new "Press Acclaimu sheet as soon 
as possible. This will contain Jubilee 
clipplngs and a portion will be de
voted to articles, written by be
lievers, which have been published 
in special feature columns such as: 
"The Moving Finger," '~Guide For 
Daily Living," "This I Believe," "My 
Religion And What It Means To Me" 
and "My Greatest Spiritual Experi~ 
ence. H 

Fulfillment of Promises 
uThe time fore-ordained un to the 

peoples and kIndreds of the earth is 
now come. The promises of God, as 
recorded in the holy Scriptures, have 
all been fulfilled." 

Mission of BaM'u'll<ih-page 6 
Jubilee Pa mphlet 

New Editions 

Baha'i Administration. By Shoghi 
Effendi. This is a new edition, at
tractively bOWld in blue, stamped in 
gold..... ....... . ............ . .$2.50 

Know Your Uterature 
How weH do you know YOUT liteTa

ture? Study the following and see if 
you have them in your libraries or 
are making full use of them in your 
teaching work: 
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The Baha'i Peace Program. By 
'Abdu'l-Baha. One of our most at
tractive books, suitable a s a gift. 
This book is especially appropriate 
for presentation to leapers of thought 
on universal and world peace 
themes. Contains 'Abdu'l-Baha's let
ter to Dr. August Forel on God and 
the Universe, His letter to the Cen
tral Orgauization for a Durable 
Peace, and excerpts from The Se
cret of Divine Civilization. 'Abdu'l
BaM's words on these subjects be
come more revealing. to us each 
day. A well-designed book, bound in 
flexible, imitation leather, stamped 
in gold ........................ $1. 50 
Bound in green paper ........ $ .75 

The Baha'i Principle of Civiliza
tion. By Horace Holley. A dignified 
but dynamic account of the unfold
ment of world civilization under the 
impetus of the Holy Spirit. Outlines 
the pattern for coordinating and 
uniting the forces that have become 
hopelessly divided in today'. world. 
A useM teaching pamphlet, inex
pensive but very readable. 32 pp. 
Each ......................... $ .05 

Twenty-five Years of the Guard
ianship. By RlliJiyyih KM.num. This 
work is as vital today as when first 
published in 1948, opening up new 
depths of understanding of our first 
Guardianship, giving us a deeper vis
ion of the present stage of develop
ment in our Cause. All who heard 
RUl).iyyih Khanum speak of the 
Guardian at the recent Conference in 
Chicago will again be brought close 
to the spirit of love, of deeper com
prehension and devotion' which she 
generated in our hearts. Invaluable 
as an aid to any study of the Cov
enant. 27 pp, 5 x 8, paper cover. 
Each ......................... $ .25 

The MaTtyT-Prophet Of a World 
Faith. By William B. Sears. The 
story of the youthM Bab, His gen
tleness and unutterable courage, told 
lovingly and with a deep understand
ing of the power within it to stir the 
heart. Around the world-in Amer
ica, in Germany, in Persia-this was 
the time of great religious anticipa
tion, the time of "the return." Con
tains quotations from eminent schol
ars, A. L. M. Nicholas, Sir Francis 
Younghusband, Edward G. Browne 
and others. Useful as background 
material to individual Baha'is and 
for presentation to any interested 
contact. 19 pp., 6 x 9, ivory paper 
cover with decorative green border 
and title. Each ............ .. $ .15 

11 

Newly incorporaied. Spiritual Assembly of San Diego, CaJirornia. 

Displa.y in the Public Library, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Race and Man. A compilation by 
Maye Harvey Gift and Alice Sim
mons Cox. Great effort in research 
was expended to provide an excel
lent source book on this subject. The 
first section of the book deals with 
Scientific and Sociological Thought. 
quoting from leaders in the field. 
The second section gives the Spirit
ual Teachings on Race Unity from 
the writings of Baha.'u'Il;3.h, 'Abdu'l
Baha, Shoghi Effendi, with some 
quotations from the Old and New 

Testaments and the Qur'an. A large 
section 'Of valuable references to au
thors and their works. Study this 
book and prepare yourself as a 
Baha'i to discuss wisely a subject 
that concerns so many people in to
day's world. 134 pp., green· stiff 
cover. Each ................. $1.00 

(See New Baha'i Literature Cata
log for quantity prices on above 
items.) 
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Jubilee Celebrations: 
3rd Baha'i Intercontinental Confer
ence, Stockholm, Sweden-July 21-
26 
4th Baha Pi Intercontinental Confer
ence. New Delhi, India-Oct.ober 
1-15 

Feasts 
August I-Kamal, Perfection 
August 2O-AsmaJ

• Names 
September S-'Izzat, Might 
September 21-Ma~"'yyat, Will 

National Assembly Meetings 
August 28, 29, 30, 31 
September 25, 26, 27 

Summer School Sessions 
Loubelen-July 5 to September 1, 
1953 
Green Acre-July 13 to September 
7, 1953 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord! Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine tor them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace ... " 

-' Abdu'l-Baha 

West Hollywood, Calif.-Miss Dorothy 
Jean Langrall to Mr. Kenneth R. Sim
mons, April 24, 1953 

Minneapolis, Minn.-Mrs, Catherin Jans
sen to Mr. Orville A Hanson, June 4, 
1953 

AUGUST, 1951 

Mr. R. Moha.mmad Kafrawt, Secretary.General of the MInis...,.. 
of ReUgious Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia. viewing the 
iDierJor decoration of the Baha'i House of Worship with Dr 
Wllliam Kenneth Christian (National Spiritual Assembly) and 

Mr. Glen A. Vasel, July 26, 1953. 

santa Monica, Cal.-Dr. Ida Jacqueline 
Crosby to Mr. Erwin Randolph Johnson, 
May 27, 1952 

Los Angeles, Ca1.-Miss Valerie Joan 
Latham to Mr. Nasru'llah Rasikh. June 
15, 1953 

Teaneck, N.J.-Miss Louann F. Mar
quardt to Mr. Allyn M. Kelsey. June 
27, 1953 

Teaneck, N. J.-Miss Grace M. Marino to 
Mr. Joseph H Cohen, June 28, 1953 

Wauwatosa, Wis.-Miss Jane Hassman to 
Mr. Donald L. Bohner, April 25, 1953 

New York, N.Y.-Miss Irma Tilke to Dr. 
Roberts E. Fuller, June 19th, 1953 

Death prollereth unto every confi
dent believer the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
l'earer Of gladness. It conferreth the 
gift of everlasting life. 

Mrs, Charlotte Mitchell, 
Sacramento, Calif .• 
.June 3. 1953 

-Baha'u'1!ah 

Mrs. Grace Zumbaugh Blackett, 
Battle Creek, Michigan 
May, 1953 

Mr. James Mann 
Peoria, Illinois 
May 31, 1953 

Mrs, Belva Williamson 
Redkey, Indiana 
May 22, 1953 

Mr. Arthur Meyer 
Los Angeles, California 
May 6, 1953 

Mrs. Helen Anderson 
Glendale, California 
June 24, 1953 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spit'itual Assembly of the Bahe'-Is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is throughout tbe United States. and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
memben of the Faith informed of international. national and local Baha'i developments. and serve as an organ for the distribu
bon of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Baha'i Council, ami the general announcements pre
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports. plans. news items and photographs of general interest are !'eQuested 1rom national committees and local assemblies 
of the United State:: as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue 10r which ft is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1953-1954: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Manag
ing Editor: Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatt'ice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, TIlinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baba'i Admimstrative Headquarters. 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette. 
nlinois, U.S .A. 



SEALING THE TRIUMPHANT 
FESTIVITIES OF HOLY YEAR 

A Message from the Guardian 

Transmit (to the) National Assem
blies (of the) Baha'i world (the) 
joyous news (that the) placing (of) 
gilded tiles (over the) entire surface 
(of the) dome (of the) Bab's Sepul
chre (has been) terminated. (The) 
last stones (of the) crown surround
ing (the) base (of the) dome (have 
been) laid, marking (the) conclusion 
(of the) stonework (of the) super
structure (of the) holy edifice. (The) 
shuttering (of the) interior (of the) 
dome (has been) removed. Frames 
(of the) lancet windows (of the) 
drum (bave been) installed. (The) 
placing (of the) frames (of the) oc
tagon windows (and the) plastering 
(of the) interior (of the) dome (are) 
approaching completion. Electric 
cables designed (for the) illumina
tion (of the) majestic structure 
(have been) placed (in) position. An
ticipate (the) early removal (of the) 
scaffolding prior (to the) placing (of 
the) eighteen stained glass lancet 
windows. 

Feel assured consummation (of 
the) sixty year old enterprise will 
synchronize (with the) holding (of 
the) forthcoming New Delhi Inter
continental Teaching Conference, 
sealing (the) triumphant world-wide 
festivities (of the) Holy Year com
memorating (the) centenary (of 
the) birth (of the) Mission (of) 
Baha 'u'llah. --8BOGm 
Haifa, Israel, Augnst 19, 1953 

COMMENTA.RY: NATIONA.L SPIRITUA1. ASSEMBLY 

Beloved friends: 
In the Guardian's message we 

draw close to the mysterious provi-
The completed La.ntern on the Dome of tbe Shrine of the Bib 
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dence which impels the Faith and 
the whole world during this Holy 
Year terminating with the Nineteen 
Day Feast of Knowledge, October 16. 

That the Shrine of the Bah will be 
completed, and revealed in all its 
glory during the fourth and final 
Intercontinental Teaching Confer
ence to be held in New Delhi October 
7 to 15, is a coincidence to be cher
ished and revered. 

Thus, during the very ·first year of 
the Ten-Year World Crusade, the 
Faith of Baha'u'llah will be signal
ized to East and West by the com
pletion of this Sepulchre preserving 
the sacred remains of the Martyr
Prophet and Herald of His Revela
tion. 

Let us prepare aursel ves to cele
brate befittingly so unique an event, 
recognizing that it signifies the 
power and the glory of the Spirit 
poured forth to rejuvenate mankind. 
The conclusion of Holy Year1 so 
blessed with the proclamation of the 
Ten Year Plan, with the holding of 
the great Conferences t with the 
settlement of pioneers in unoccupied 
areas and with the dedication of the 
House of Worship, confers upon the 
Feast of Knowledge a special signifi
cance. Let it be an occasion of joyous 
gratitude and an all-embracing unity 
among Baha'is - our first and most 
essential evidence of our faith. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 

PASSING OF HAND 
OF CAUSE 

Profoundly grieved (at) passing 
(of) dearly loved, outstandingly 
staunch Hand (of) Cause Fred 
Schoptlocher. (His) numerous, mag
nificent services extending over thir
ty years (in) administrative (and) 
teaching spheres (for) United States, 
Canada, Institutions Baha'i World 
Center greatly enriched annals (of) 
Formative Age (of) Faith. Abundant 
reward assured Abba Kingdom. Ad
vising American National Assembly 
hold befitting memorial gathering 
(at) Temple he generously helped 
raise. Advise hold memorial gather
ing (at) Maxwell home (to) com
memorate his eminent part (in) rise 
(of) Administrative Order (of) Faith 
(in) Canada. Urge ensure burial (in) 
close neighborhood (of) resting place 
(of) distinguished Hand (of) Cause 
Sutherland Maxwell. 

-SHocm 

THE GUARDIAN'S CABLE 
TO THE THIRD 
INTERCONTINENTAL 
TEACHING CONFERENCE 

Happy (to) Convey (to) assembled 
friends (at) epoch-making confer
ence (the) news (of the) magnificent 
response (by) Baha'i Communities 
(in the) East (and in the) West, 
(during the) course (of the) less than 
three-month interval separating 
(the) Second (and) Third Intercon
tinental Conferences (of this) Holy 
Year, to (the) call (to) arise (and) 
befittingly inaugurate (the) opening 
phase (of the) World Crusade. (The) 
number (of the) pioneers, (whether) 
white (or) colored, young (or) old, 
(on) all continents who volunteered 
(for) service (in) both virgin (and) 
open territories (is) past (the) two 
hundred mark, including three of
fers (for the) leper colonies. Ruan
da-Urundi, Samoan Islands, Daman, 
Southern Rhodesia, Goa, Kodiak Is
land (and) Italian Somaliland (are) 
already opened. (The) settlement 
(of) French Equatorial Africa, Solo
mon Islands, Queen Charlotte Is
lands, South West Africa, Cape 
Verde Islands, Togoland, Mauritius, 
Reunion Island, St. Helena Island, 
SI. Thomas Island, Channel Islands, 
Aleutian Islands, Azores, Key West, 
Cook Islands t Monaco, Balearic Is
lands, Malta, Cyprus, Hebrides Is-
lands, Northern Territories Protec
torate, Seychelles, Andorra, Canary 
Islands, (and) French SomaliJand 
(is) virtually assured. (The) northern 
outposts (of the) Faith (in the) West
ern Hemisphere (have been) pushed 
as far as Arctic Bay, Franklin, sev
enty-three (degrees North) latitude, 
(and in) Europe as far as (the) Lofo
ten Islands. (A) pioneer (is) en route 

THE GUARDIAN'S MESSAGE 

SEPTEMBEIt 

(to) Fezzan~ Libya, chosen scene (of) 
~Abdu'l-Bahit's banishment by 'Ab
du'I-J:Iarnid. All (the) areas within 
(the) Western Hemisphere allocated 
(to the) United States National A.
sembly (are) assigned. (A) third 
membership (of that) same Assem
bly (is) joining (the) ranks (of the) 
pioneers. (The) remaining sister Na
tional A.semblies (are) now vying 
(in. a) spiritual race (to) complete 
aSSIgnments (in) their respective 
continents. Funds (are) inaugurated 
(and) sites (are) being investigated 
(for the) purchase (of) land (for the) 
Ma~!:lriqu'I-Ac!bkars (of) Rome, Pan
ama City (and) Toronto (and for a) 
National J:Ia?iratu'l-Quds (in) Lon
don. (I) appeal (to the) attendants 
!at this) conference, (in) thanksgiv
mg (for the) manifold blessings 
abundantly showered (upon) Baha
'u'llah's Crusaders (to) immortal
ize (their) proceedings through (the) 
ina ugura tion (of) funds (for the) 
purchase (of) sites (for) temples (in 
that) northern city, (the) scene (of 
the) present conference, (and in) 
Frankfurt (in the) heart (of the) 
European Continent. (I am) contrib
uting two thousand pounds (for the) 
furtherance (of these) meritorious 
enterprises. (1) urge t moreover, 
(that the) participants, in view (of 
the) disproportionately small num
ber (of) pioneers destined (for) vir
gin territories in relation (to the) to
tal (of) volunteers, swell (the) roll 
(of) honor through enlistiog prompt
ly under (the) unfurled banner (of 
the) advanciog hosts (of) Bah
tu'lI.ah. No worthier contribution can 
be offered (on the) altar (of) Baha'i 
sacrifice, no greater honor won (dur
ing the) course (of the) Holy Year 
now swiftly drawing (to its) close. 

-8HOOBI 

TO THE STOCKHOLM INTERCONTINENTAL CONFERENCE 

To the Hands of the Cause, the members of the National Spiritual Assem
blies, the pioneers, the resident believers and visitors attending the Euro
pean Intercontinental Teaching Conference in Stockholm, Sweden: 

Well-beloved friends: 
With a glad and grateful heart I 

welcome the convocation, in the cap
ital-city of Sweden, of the third of a 
series of Intercontinental Teaching 
Conferences associated with the 
world-wide festivities commemorat
ing the centenary of the Mission of 

Bah/i'u'llah and destined to exert a 
profound and lasting influence on the 
immediate fortunes of His Faith in 
all continents of the globe. 

I look back, with feelings of won
der t thankfulness and joy, upon the 
chain of memorable circumstances 
which, a little over a century ago, 
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accompanied the introduction of the 
Faith into. and marked the inception 
of its nascent institutions within, a 
continent which, in the course of the 
last two thousand years, has exer~ 
cised on the destiny of the human 
race a pervasive influence unequal
led by that of any other continent of 
the globe. 

I feel impelled, on this historic oc
casion, when the members of the 
American, the British, the German 
and the newly formed Italo-Swiss 
National Spiritual Assemblies. as 
well as representatives of the 
Baha'is of the United Kingdom. of 
Eire, of Germany, of Austria, of the 
Scandinavian and Benelux countries, 
of the Iberian Peninsula. of Italy, of 
Switzerland. of France. and of Fin
land are assembled, to pay a warm 
tribute to the valiant labours of the 
early British and French Baha'i pio
neers. who at the very dawn of the 
Faith in Europe, strove with such 
diligence, consecration and resolu
tion. to fan into flame that holy Fire 
which the hand of the appointed 
Center of Baba'u'llah's Covenant had 
kindled in the north-west extremity 
of that continent on the morrow of 
His Father's ascension. I recall the 
slow eastward spread of that infant 
Light which led to the gradual emer
gence of the German and Austrian 
Baha'i Communities, during the 
darkest period of 'Abdu'I-Baha's in
carceration in the prison~fortress of 
'Ak:ki. I am reminded of His subse
quent epoch-making visit, soon after 
His providential release from His 
forty year confinement in the Most 
Great Prison, to these newly-fledged 
struggling Communities, of His pa
tient seed-sowing destined to yield 
at a later age its first fruits. and 
constituting a landmark of the ut
most significance in the rise and 
establishment of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah in that continent. 

I J moreover, call to mind, on this 
occasion, the succes si ve episodes 
which. on the morrow of 'Abdu'l
Baha's ascension, in the course of the 
initial Epoch of the Formative Age 
of the Baha'i Dispensation, signal
ized the emergence of those adminis~ 
trative institutions, both local and 
national, which proclaimed the ger
mination of those potent seeds which 
had lain dormant for more than a 
decade in these newly-opened Euro
pean territories, and which cu1min~ 
ated in the construction of the 
framework of the Administrative Or-

The first; line of oJ'Jl&mentatioD between ribs of the Dome, showlDJ' base of La.n'iem 

., .. 

der of the Faith of Baha'u'llah and 
the erection of the first two pillars 
destined to sustain in that continent 
the weight of the tInal unit of that 
Order. 

Nor can I fail to acClaim, as a 
further milestone in the irresistible 
evolution of that Faith, the launch
ing, following the creation of the ad
ininistra tive agencies designed to 
provide the effectual instruments for 
its propagation, of the Six Year Plan 
of the British Baha'i Community fol-

lowed successively by the European 
Teaching Campaign, inaugurated in 
accordance with the provisions of 
the second Seven-Year Plan of the 
American Baha'i Community, the 
Five-Year Plan conceived by the 
German and Austrian Baha'i Com
munities and the Two-Year Plan 
later initiated by the British Baha'i 
Community - Plans which. within 
less than a decade, succeeded in 
laying the structural basis of the Ad
ministrative Order of the Faith in 

] 
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Hands of the Cause 01 God present; at the Third Baha'i lD.tercoatinental TeachiDg Conference 

Wales, in Scotland, in Northern Ire
land and in Eire, in mnltiplying 
and consolidating Baha'i institutions 
throughout the British Isles, in 
broadening and strengthening the 
foundations of that same Order in 
Germany and Austria, in erecting 
the National Administrative Head
quarters of the Faith in the city of 
Frankfurt, in establishing Spiritual 
Assemblies in the capital cities of 
no less than ten sovereign states in 
Europe, in reenforcing the adminis
trative foundations of that Faith in 
those territories, in providing the 
means for the convocation of five 
European, and a series of regional; 
Teachlng Conferences, and aboY4f 
.all, in the convocation of the historic 
Convention in Florence culminating 
in the emergence of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'!s of 
Italy and Switzerland, the third in 
a series of institutions destined to 
play their part in the eventual es
tablishment of the Supreme Legis
lative Body of the Administrative 
Order of the Faith of Baha'u'llah. 

The hour is now ripe for these 
Carom unities whether new or old, 
local or national, already function
ing on the Northern, the Western 
and the Southern fringes of that con
tinent, as well as those situated in 
its very heart, to inItiate befittingly 
and prosecute energetically the Eu
ropean Campaign of a global Cru
sade which will not only contribute, 
to an unprecedented degree, to the 
broadening and the consolidation of 
the foundations of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llllh on the continent of Eu
rope, but will also diffuse its light 
over the neigh boring islands, and 
will, God willing, carry its radiance 
to the Eastern territories of that 
continent, and beyond them' as far 
as the heart of Asia. 

The privileged prosecutors of so 
revolutionizing? so gigantic, so sa
cred and beneficent a campaign, are, 
on the morrow of its laWlching, and, 
at such a crucial hour in the des
.tinie.s of the· European continent, 
summoned to undertake: First, the 
formation, under the' aegis of the 

National Spiritual Assembly of the 
BaM.'!s of the United States, of ooe 
National SpiritUal Assembly in each 
one of the Scandinavian and Benelux 
COWl tries, and those of the Iberian 
Peninsula, and one in Finland, as 
well as the establishment, in collab
oration with the Paris Spiritual As
sem bly, of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of France, the 
establishment, under the aegis of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'!s of Germany and Austria, of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Austria, and the es~ 
tablishment, under the aegis of the 
Natiooal Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States, and in 
association with the National Spir
itual Assembly of the Baha'is of Italy 
and Switzerland, of independent Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies in Italy 
and Switzerland. Second, the con
struction of the first Ma®.riqu'l
Adhkar of Europe in the city of 
Frankfurt, the heart of Germany, 
which occupies such a central posi
tion in the continent of Europe. 
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Third, the purchase of land for 
the future construction of two 
Ma~riqu'l-Ad...hkars, One in the 
North in the city of Stockholm, and 
one in the South in the city of Rome, 
the seat and stronghold of the most 
powerful church in Christendom. 
Fourth, the opening of the following 
thirty virgin territories and islands: 
Albania, Crete, Estonia, Finno-Kare
lia, Frisian Islands, Greece, Lat
via, Lithuania, Moldavia, Rumania, 
White Russia, assigned to the Na
tional Spiritual AssemblY of the 
Baha'is of Germany and Austria; 
Channel Islands, Cyprus, Faroe Is-
lands, Hebrides IslandS, Malta, Ork
ney Islands, Shetland Islands, as
signed to the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of the British 
Isles; Andorra, Azores, Balearic Is
lands, Lofoten Islands, Spitzbergen, 
Ukraine, assigned to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the United States of America; Liech
tenstein, Monaco, Rhodes, San "Mar
ino, Sardinia, Sicily. assigned to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Bahi'is of Italy and Switzerland. 
Fifth, the translation and publica
tion of Baha'i literature in the fol
lowing ten languages to be under
taken by the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States of America, through its Eu
ropean Teaching Committee: Bas
que, Estonian, Flemish, Lapp, Mal
tese, Piedmontese, Romani, Ro.
mansch, Yiddish, Ziryen. Sixth, the 
consolidation of Belgium, Denmark, 
Finland, France, Holland, Italy, Lux
embourg, Norway, Portugal, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, allocated to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'Is of the United States of 
America; of Austria, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland, 
Russian S.F.S., Yugoslavia, allo
cated to the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'Is of Germany 
and Austria; of Eire allocated to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the British Isles; of Ice
land allocated to the National Spir
itual Assembly of the Baha'is of Can
ada; and of Corsica allocated to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Italy and Switzerland. 
Seventh, the incorporation of the 
thirteen above-mentioned National 
Spiritual Assemblies. Eighth, the es
tablishment by these same National 
Spiritual Assemblies of national 
Baha'i endowments, Ninth, the es
tablishment of a national !:Ia.lratu'l-

Quds in the capital city of each of 
the countries where National Spir
itual Assemblies are to be estab
lished, a s well a s one in London and 
one in Paris. Tenth, the formation of 
a National Bahit'i Publishing Trust 
in Frankfurt, Germany. Eleventh, 
the formation of Israel Branches of 
the National Spiritual Assemblies of 
the Baha'is of the British Isles and 
of Germany and Austria, authorized 
to hold, on behalf of their parent in
stitutions, property dedicated to the 
holy Shrines at the World Centre of 
the Faith in the State of Israel. 
Twelfth, the conversion to the Faith 
of representatives of the Basque and 
Gypsy races. Thirteenth, the ap
pointmnet, during Ridvan 1954, by 
the Hands of the Cause in Europe, 
of an auxiliary Board of nine mem· 
bers who will, in conjIDlction with 
the four National Spiritual Assem
blies participating in the European 
campaign, assist. through periodic 
and systematic visits to Baha'i cen
tres, :in the efficient and prompt ex
ecution of the Plans formulated for 
the prosecution of the teaching cam
paign in the European continent, 

A continent, occupying such a cen
tral and strategic position on the en· 
tire planet; so rich and eventful in 
its history, so diversified in its cul
ture; from whose soil sprang both 
the Hellenic and Roman civiliza
tions; the mainspring of a civiliza
tion to some of whose features 
Baha'u'llah Himself paid tribute; on 
whose southern shores Christendom 
first established its home; along 
whose eastern marches the mighty 
forces of the Cross and the Crescent 
so frequently clashed; on whose 
southwestern extremity a fast evolv
ing Islamic culture yielded its fair
est fruit; in whose heart the light 
of the Reformation shone so bright
ly, shedding its rays as far as the 
outlying regions of the globe; the 
well-spring of American culture; 
whose northern and westeIn fringes 
were first warmed and illuminated, 
less than a century ago, by the 
dawning light of the Revelation of 
Eabit 'u'Um; in whose heart a Com
munity. so rich in promise, was sub
sequently established; whos e soil 
was later sanctified by the twice
repeated visit of the appointed Cen
ter of His Covenant; which witness
ed, in consequence of the rise and 
establishment of the Administrative 
Order of His Faith, the erection of 
two of the foremost pillars of the 
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future Universal House of Justice; 
which, in recent years, sustained the 
dynamic impact of a series of na
tional Plans preparatory to the 
launching of a world spiritual cru
sade-such a continent has at last 
at this critical hour-this great turn
ing-point in its fortunes - entered 
upon what may well be regarded as 
the opening phase of a great spiritual 
revival that bids fair to eclipse any 
period in its spiritual history. 

May the elected representatives of 
the National Baha'i Communities en
trusted with the conduct of this mo
mentous undertaking launched on the 
soil of this continent, aided by the 
Hands of the Cause and their aux
iliary Board, reinforced by the local 
communities, the groups and isolated 
believers sharing in this massive and 
collective enterprise, and supported 
by the subsidiary agencies to be ap
pointed for its efficient prosecu
tion, be graciously assisted by the 
Lord of Hosts to contribute, in the 
years immediately ahead, through 
their concerted efforts and collective 
achievements, in both the teaching 
and administrative spheres of Baha'i 
activity, to the success of this glo
rious Crusade, and lend a tremen· 
dous impetus to the conversion, the 
reconciliation and the ultimate unifi· 
cation of the divers and conflicting 
peoples, races, and classes dwelling 
within the borders of a travailing, 
a sorely-agitated, and spiritually
famished continent. 

Mayall the privileged participa
tors, enlisting under the banner of 
Babil 'uJllah for the promotion of so 
preeminent and meritorious a 
Cause, be they from the Eastern or 
Western Hemisphere, of either sex, 
white or coloured, yotmg or old, neo
phyte or veteran, whether serving in 
their capacity as expounders of the 
teachings, or administrators, of His 
Faith, as settlers or itinerant teach· 
erst distinguish themselves by such 
deeds of heroism as -will rival, nay 
outshine, the feats accomplished 
nineteen hundred years ago, by that 
little band of God-intoxicated disci
ples who, fearlessly preaching the 
Gospel of a newly-arisen Messiah, 
contributed so decisively to the illu
mination, the regeneration and the 
advancement of the entire European 
continent. 

-SHOGHI 
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"Reward Kingdom Bountiful" 

On being informed of the death of 
Miss Ella Bailey, pioneer who ac
companied Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gu· 
lick in their settlement of Tripoli, 
Libya, the Guardian on August 30 
cabled: 

uGrieve passing valiant exemplary 
pioneer. Reward (in) Kingdom boun
tiful." 

WORLD CRUSADE REPORT 
Pioneer Settlements to Au gust 15, 1953 

The following settlements of pic>
neers in unoccupied territories to 
August 15, 1953 have been reported 
by the respective National Spiritual 
Assemblies concerned. 

India l Pakistan and Burma; The 
goals filled are Daman, Goa, Pon
dicherry, Sikkim, Ruanda-Urundi. 

Canada: Samoa, Arctic Bay. 
United States; Key West, Aleutian 

Islands, South Mrica, Balearic Is
lands, French Somaliland. 

Egypt and Sudan; Libya (consoli
dation). 

Each successive issue of BAHi'i 
NEWS will hereafter list all territo
ries where pioneers have arrived, 
compiled from information received 
from the National Spiritual Assem
blies. Every three months the goals 
won will be recapitulated, with name 
of pioneer and arrival date. 

This brief summary of pioneer 
posts is to he considered in the light 
of the great number of pioneer ap
plications which have been made to 
the various National Spiritual As
semblies, but which, at this date, are 
in the process of completion. Many 
more goals have been assigned, but 
for the sake of accuracy during this 
historic crusade only the actual aT~ 
riva! of pioneers} and not intentions 
or preliminary plans~ can be an
nounced. 

The vital matter is that the great 
world-shaking undertaking is under 
way and its speed accelerated from 
week to week. 

Our prayers can be offered up for 
the success of these valiant souls, 
first of the vast army now being re
crulted. 

-NATIONAL SPIRlTITAL ASSEMBLY 

Correction - Guardian's Cable 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has been informed by Rul:tiyyih Kba
num, writing on behalf of the Guard
ian, that the following errors ap
peared in the text of the Guardian's 
Supplementary Message to the 
Forty·Fifth Annual Convention, pub
lished in BAHA'I NEWS for May, on 
page 3. 

In the second paragraph, the line 
"crowning unit (of the) majestic 
edifice . . . ,. should read " . . . 
majestic edifice, circumambulated 
(the) base (of the) dome, paid hom
age (to) His memory, recalled (His) 
afflictive imprisonment (and) offer
ed prayers" ... etc. 

In the third paragraph, the third 
line, should read ". . . construction 
(of the) ribs (of the) dome, as well 
as (for the) placing (of) ornamental 
stones surrounding its base." 

The National Assembly has been 
informed of two errors in the text of 
the Guardian's cable dated June 25 
as published in the July issue of 
BAHA'i NEWS. 

In the first paragraph the correct 
text is: "acquisition (of the) site (of 
the) first Maiillriqu'I-AcLhkar (of) 
Central America." 

In the last line t second column of 
the July BABA'.t NEWS, after "contri
butions t

• insert a comma and (Hin 
the"). 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEM:BLY 

Memorial Meeting for Siegfried 
Shopflocher In Bah"'i House 

of Worship 

The National Spiritual Assembly, 
acting upon the instruction of the 
Guardian, arranged a memorial 
meeting in honor of Siegfried Schop
flocher, Hand of the Cause. In the 
evening of August 28, believers gath
ered in Foundation Hall at the Maiill
riqu'l-A<!bkar for prayers and read
ings from the writings of Baha'u'llith 
and 'Abdu'l-Baha, in memory of this 
"outstandingly staunch" servant of 
the Faith. 

At the close of musical selections, 
Amelia Collins. Hand of the Cause 
from Haifa, read the opening prayer. 
revealed by Baha 'u 'llah. This was 
followed by a reading of 'Abdu'l
Baha's Writings that Hman is the 
noblest of beings, the sum of all 
perfections, and that all beings and 
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all existences are the centers from 
which the glory of God is reflected," 
by Roland Estall, member of the 
Canadian National Spiritual Assem
bly. After a brief statement from 
Paul Haney, Chairman of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
lTnited States another prayer of 
Baha'u'llili was given by Carl Scheff
ler, who had served for many years 
with Fred Schopflocher as a fellow 
member of the National Assembly 
of the lTnited States. 

Horace Holley, Hand of the Cause, 
who had served with Mr. Schop
flocher on the National Assemltly for 
many years spoke of the unique 
services to the Cause of Baha'u'llith 
offered by him without ceasing 
throughout his Baha'i life, of his 
humility, his kindness, and especial
ly of his great generosity. It was 
his generosity that gave the direly 
needed impetus to the rearing of the 
superstructure of the Baha. ti House 
of Worship in Wilmette, Illinois and 
again to the completion of the ex
terior ornamentation. He spoke of 
his love and service for the Bahat

{ 

Summer Schools, of his simple but 
profound foresight in regard to many 
deep and complex problems beset
ting the National Assembly during 
those years of growth and develop
ment. Most of all he spoke of his de
votion to Sboghi Effendi, his joy in 
serving the Guardian and the love 
he awakened in the hearts of others 
as a result of his visits to Haifa. Mr. 
Holley s aid that there are two kinds 
of letters which the Guardian writes, 
those wnich are written on paper 
and those which are written on the 
heart. It was the message written 
on the heart which Siegfreid Schop
Bocher conveyed to others. 

John Robarts, Chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Can
ada read the cable from the Guard
ian (printed in this issue) and told 
of the spirit of joy that pervaded the 
memorial meeting held Sunday, Au
gust 23, in the Sutherland Maxwell 
home in Montreal, of the many 
varied friends who came to pay him 
tribute and of his final resting place 
near Sutherland Maxwell on the 
mountain of Montreal. 

Many incidents in Seigfried Schop
Bocher's years of service to Canada 
were related, including his service 
on the National Spiritual Assembly 
since its inception in 1948, as well as 
on the Canadian Teaching Commit-
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tee and the Montreal Assembly, cul
minating in his appointment as a 
Hand of the Cause following his visit 
to the Guardian in 1952. 

In relating the qualities that made 
his life outstanding, Mr. Robarts 
mentioned Fred SchopHocher's great 
hwnility, despite outstanding suc
cess in many fields, his exemplify
ing of the Baha'i teaching that work 
is worship, his punctuality and, most 
of all, his love for Shoghi Effendi. 

Mr. Robarts stated, "So often he 
would tell us things the Guardian 
had said to him on one of his visits 
to Haifa and his face would light up. 
Certainly our love for the Guardian 
has been enriched by association 
with Fred Schopflocher." 

Certainly, all who attended this 
memorial meeting, old friends and 
those who knew this Hand of the 
Cause only slightly, felt the spirit of 
his devoted service and the recip
rocal love that Shoghi Effendi must 
have for him. 

From the Canadian Convention re
port Mr. Robarts read an account 
of Mr. Schopftocher's Ri<;lvim speech: 
"'When Fred came to tell us of his 
latest visit and of the Guardian and 
how he was told that now his work 
lay in the international field of the 
Cause, his voice broke, then stopped, 
In the silence which followed, there 
was an outpouring of the spirit which 
transcends syllables and sounds. Si
lence truly became eloquent: the 
station of that devotion which merits 
the title c'Hand of the Cause" was 
openly revealed to the Canadian 
Baha'i commtmity.'· 

Edna True, member of the Nation
al Spiri tual Assembly of the U ni ted 
States, read the final prayer, one 
revealed by Bah.eu'llm for the dead, 
and the commemorative meeting for 
Sie gfried SchopHocher, Hand of the 
Cause, closed with music. 

Correction 

BAHA'i NEWS was in error in its 
report of the first American pioneers 
to arrive at their posts under the 
World Crusade. 

On page 1 of the August issue of 
BAHA'i NEWS, the third paragraph 
should read: 

'~Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Gulick, 
Jr. " 

To the Jist of pioneers should be 
added: 

"Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Crane ar
rived in Key West, Florida, July 20." 
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REPORT FROM THIRD INTERCONTINENTAL TEACHING 
CONFERENCE, STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN, JULY 21-26 

The Third Intercontinental Baha'i 
Teaching Conference, held in Stock
holm, Sweden, from July 21-26, can 
be described in one word, Action! 
In this Jubilee celebration of 
Baha'u'llah's Mission "the spirit of 
the Year Nine was revived" and the 
European campaign was launched. 

Visualize, for a moment, the large 
auditorium of the Medborgarhus 
(Citizens Hall), its stage decorated 
with pink gladiolas, yellow roses and 
carnations; Ugo Giachery, the 
special representative of the Guardi
an at the speaker's table with Edna 
True, chairman of the European 
Teaching Committee, Marion Hof
man, co-chairman for the Confer
ence, Honor Kempton. and Anne 
Lynch, secretaries. 

After the convening of the Con
ference on Wednesday morning, July 
22, by Edna True, the message of 
the Guardian was read by Ugo Gia
chery, outlining the thirteen goals of 
"so revolutionary. so gigantic, so 
sacred and beneficent campaign." 
Messages and greetings were read 
by Honor Kempton, from the Inter
national Baha'i Council, many of the 
National Spiritual Assemblies, the 
European Teaching Committee and 
countless local Assemblies and in
dividuals. 

The chairman then presented each 
of the fourteen Hands of the Cause 
who were present: Amelia Collins, 
vice-president of the International 
Baha'i Council, Charles Mason 
Remey, president of the Internation
al Baha'i Council, Dorothy Baker, 
Hermann Grossmann, Adelbert 
Miihlschlegel, Valiyu'llah Varqa, 
Sbu'il'u'lIa.h 'Ahi'i, rara~u'l1a.h Sa
mandari, 'Ali-Akbar Furutan, George 
Townshend, Musa Banani, Horace 
Holley, I!!>ikru'llah Khiidem and U go 
Giachery. On this occasion Mrs. Bak
er remarked, "I begin to understand 
why Europe has been considered 
the pulse of the world. If we re
generate its pulse, the world may 
be conquered! " 

Then, as the believers answered 
the roll call of countries, 377 re
sponded from 30 countries: 

110 from the 10 goal countries, 
76 from Germany, 
66 from fran, 
42 from England and 
48 friends from other lands! 

On the afternoon of this first day 
of the Conference, the sacred gift 
of our beloved Guardian-the blessed 
portrait of His Holiness the Bah
was unveiled, following the reading 
of the "Remover of Difficulties." 
the story of the meeting of Mulla 
~usayn with the Bab, and the chant
ing of the Tablet of Ai).mad by a 
descendant of the Bilb. Profound rev· 
erence touched each heart as the 
friends gazed on the portrait of the 
Blessed Bab, creating a sense of 
dedication and consecration which 
was to burst into a flame of actionl 
It was a holy moment, a moment 
in eternity. 

The public meeting, held that night 
in the Concerthus. brought an audi
ence of almost 700 to hear Mrs. Gerd 
Strand of Oslo, Norway I and Pro
fessor Zeine N. Zeine of Beirut, Leb
anon. Hans Odemyr of Stockholm 
presented the speakers after giving 
a brief resume of the principles of 
the F ai tho Mrs. Strand, who spoke 
in Swedish on "The Spiritual Re
generation of the Individual Man," 
pictured the '~winter darkness of 
doubt and restlessness" with the 
Baha'i Revelation "coming as a SW1-

rise from the east, carrying the 
hope and promise of spring in its 
bosom," She reviewed the effects 
of education and religion on the 
character of man and closed her 
talk with a quotation from 
Baha'u'llah giving the Baha'i stand
ards of conduct. Professor Zeiner 
s peaking of "The Reconstruction of 
Human Society," explained that the 
reason Owe are living in a time of 
confusion. perplexity and insecurity 
is because most people have lost 
their sense of values and their sense 
of direction, admitting no authority 
higher than his own, rejecting spirit
ual authority" He logically unfold
ed his subject, showing that "only 
God can save humanity from itself" 
and ended with the thought that 
"human society cannot be recon
structed on any solid, lasting founda
tion unless we turn to God again ... " 

The session Thursday morning 
opened with the reading of the cable 
to be sent to the Guardian: 

377 believers (from) thirty coun
tries humbly thank (the) beloved 
Guardian (for the) sacred, blessed 
bounty (of his) priceless gift (and) 
join (in) heartfelt loving greetings. 
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Bahi,'is repJ'esentin«" thirty countries Third Baha'i IntercontineD.tal Teacbing CoDfereDOO 
stockholm~ Sweden, July 21-U. 1953 

(Our) hearts (are) joyously, solemn
ly united (and) uplifted (by) your 
message (sent) through (your) hon
ored representative (and by) greet
ings from fourteen revered, beloved 
Hands (of the) Cause. (The) vision 
(of) Europe's great destiny (and 
this) immense Crusade calls us (to) 
rededication (and a) greater loyal
ty. (We are) entreating your pray
ers. Devoted love, ·Third interconti
nental Conference. 

Introducing the subject, "Launch
ing the European Campaign of the 
World-Embracing Crusade," Dr. 
Giachery summarized the Guardi
an's cable for us and made an im
passioned appeal for us not to con
sider our limitations and human 
frailties but to arise, one and all, 
to shoulder our responsibilities. He 
listed the three immediate goals as 
follows: 

1. To get our pioneers to the virgin 
territories as soon as possible. 

2. To start translations, and 
3. To purchase land for future 

Ma.wriqu'l-Acllikars in Rome 
and Stockholm and the cons true
tion of the Ma,w.riqu'l-AcLhkar in 
Frankfurt. 

The response began immediately 
with HOI'ace Holley's announcement 
that the Baha'is of America, through 
their National Spiritual Assembly, 
were making what might be called 

a token contribution of $250. HUn_ 
doubtedly, the first payment," he 
added. This was followed by an offer 
of $5,000 each for Stockholm and 
Frankfurt, another of $1,000 for 
each, and then came offers in kro
nor, pesetas, marks, lire, francs so 
that in a few moments a total was 
reached of $8,567 for each. But this 
was not all, for the floodgates had 
opened and Baba'is, young and old, 
gave cameras. wedding rings, 
Baha'i rings, diamonds, watches, 
necklaces, earrings. One young man 
offered to sell his motorcycle and 
walk. Two brothers offered to work 
for two months on the Ma~riqu'l
Ac,lli.kar in Frankfurt. Many laid on 
the altar of sacrifice the last piece 
of jewelry belonging to the family, 
heirlooms, precious and historic gifts 
associated with the Holy family and 
the early believers which could 
never be replaced. Some of the gifts 
were given in memory of departed 
mothers, sisters, brothers, pioneers 
Dagmar Dole and Johanna Schu
barth; in memory of the chairman 
of the Persian National Assembly 
and of Louis Gregory, first Negro 
Hand of the Cause of Baha'u'llah. 
Numerous gifts were given for the 
Stockholm Ma:illriqu'l-Ac,lli.kar; pho
tographs and paintings of 'Abdu'l
Baha, Persian rugs carrying the 
symbol of the Greatest Name, em
broidered cloths, a silver picture 

frame, a vase, precious soil from 
the home of the Bab in Lifahan and 
other offerings from the friends. 

In the afternoon a glimpse of the 
First and Second loternational Con
ferences was given as MusS. Banlull, 
~uJa'u'llah jAla'i, Horace Holley, 
Mildred Mottahedeh and Beatrice 
Ashton made their reports. Mr. Ba
n'tni told many interesting incidents 
in connection with the preparations 
for the Kampala Conference and ex
plained how seemingly insurmount
able obstacles had been miraculous
ly overcome, many at the very last 
moment. General 'Ala'! compared 
the gathering to an experimental 
farm, wherein God was trying out 
new seeds which were destined to 
bring in a bumper crop. He con· 
fessed that, before the Conference, 
he had had misgivings as to the 
firmness of the African believers so 
recently converted to the Faith. 
Much to his joy, he found that "each 
of these African believers is deep 
in the Faith . . . and that their 
knowledge is superior to many of 
the people who have been in the 
Faith for years." 

The Temple Dedication was viv
idly described by Horace Holley, 
who spoke of the structural beauty 
of the edifice and of its interior or
namentation and read the statement 
made at the dedication, in behalf of 



BAHA'I NEWS 

the Guardian, by R ul)iyyih Khanum. 
Mrs. Mottahedeh then, in a few mo
ments, covered the high points of 
the Second Intercontinental Teaching 
Conference, held in Wilmette. The 
afternoon session closed with a show
ing of slides and film s taken by be
lievers at the First and Second Inter
continental Conferences and the 
Temple Dedication. These were ex
plained by Beatrice Ashton. 

Two evenings of the Conference 
were devoted to the early history of 
the Faith, with George Townshend 
and Dhikru':Mh Khadem speaking 
Thursday evening on UThe Suffer
ings of Baha'u'Uah and Their Sig
nificanceH

• Mr. Townshend ex
plained that "the pains, the griefs, 
the sorrows, the stLfferings, the re
;ections, the betTayals, the frustra
tions which weTe the common lot of 
aU the High Prophets reached 
their culmination in Him" and, he 
significantly added, "NGt He Himse!f 
alone, but the Cause G1 God was in 
prison." Again, he said, "Wrongs 
done to the founder of a religion 
have two inevitable effects: one is 
that of retribution against the wrong 
done, the severity of which we may 
judge from the 2000-year exile of the 
Jewish people, the other is that of re
ward to the High Prophet through 
the release of fresh powers of life 
that otherwise would have lain la
tent, enabling Him to pour forth Di
vine energies which in their bOWld
lessness will utterly overwhelm the 
forces of evil and empower Him to 
say, "Be of good cheeT, I have over .. 
come the world." Mr. Townshend 
closed with these words. "Love is a 
priceless thing, only to be won at the 
cost of death ... Those heroic souls 
who are wrapped in the love of the 
Lord, tlley are the true lovers." 

Mr, Khii.dem traced the life of 
Baha'u'llih in His imprisonments 
and banishment. He told of His great 
sufferings and loneliness, pointing 
out that, "When we look back a hun
dred years ago, Baha'u'llah was 
alone, but now His lovers all around 
the world in 2500 localities in 129 
countries speak of Him in 90 differ· 
ent languages!" He then enumer
ated many of the achievements of 
the Faith, ending with the establish
ment of the Italo-Swiss National 
Spiritual Assembly, another pillar of 
the Universal House of Justice. ,jBy 
1963 we shall have a Universal House 
of Justice, no doubt, and in Bag~dad 
witness to that great day of Daniel. 

He could not-live to see that day but 
he said, 'Blessed are they who will 
see that day.' . . . Daniel, whose 
grave is in 'Iraq. will, in each one of 
us, see his prophecy fulfilled . . . " 

Friday morning Ugo Giachery 
read the paragraph of the Guard
ian's cable setting forth Europe's 
part in the Global Crusade, listing 
the territories in which we must 
have a pioneer before the end of the 
Jubilee year, just a little over two 
months from nowl He made a mov
ing appeal for pioneers, saying, "We 
are young and strong and able to go; 
we all have our businesses. our fam
ily connections and things that are 
important to do, but when we realize 
that we can do without them and 
that by pioneering we can accom
plish something that will last for all 
eternity . .. r 

"I am hoping that before the day 
is over we shall be able to cable the 
Guardian that every place is filled. 
The Guardian will inscribe the name 
of every pioneer on a special scroll, 
the Knights of Baha 'u'IIa.h, and this 
will remain forever in the inmost 
tomb of Baha 'u'llah in Bahj!. 

Dr. Giachery then announced that 
another message from the Guardian 
had been received (see page 1) and 
read it to the assembled believers. 

This cable from the beloved Guard
ian set ablaze the true spirit of 
sacrifice and devoted souls respond-

9 

ed to the call; singly, in famliies I 
in couples, offering to go "wherever 
needed. rr Sixty-three volunteered, in 
all: 27 from the Persian ranks, 11 
from England, four from Germ any, 
15 from the ten goal countries with 
5 offers from American pioneers now 
serving under the European Teach
ing Committee in Europe and one 
from America. 

On Friday afternoon the friends 
had the joy of seeing moving pic
tures of the Holy places of the Faith 
in Israel. The beauty of the gardens, 
as well as the tremendous achieve
ments at the World Center, is just 
one more miracle to add to the won
drous testimonies to the power of 
Baha'u'IIa.h in our day! 

Friday evening, Horace Holley, in 
his presentation of f'The Birth and 
Development of the Institutions of 
the Faith," traced the power and 
authority of Bahll'u'llah perpetuated 
in Baha1i institutions. "Now what we 
have here is indeed a divine creation. 
It is humanity being raised toward 
God and the divine grace of God 
descending to humanity . . . There
fore, in our daily lives when we have 
troubles and difficulties of an ad
ministrative nature, let us not be too 
impatient or too easily discouraged 
because we are in the process at 
making possible the formation ot 
that spiritual body of the Universal 
House of Justice. There is the basis 

Pioneers who volunteered at stockholm for' the teD-year Global C.rusade 
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of the world's peace. There is the 
order and security of the world. 
TheTe is the nobility and enlighten
ment of the human race . . . If by 
the purity of our motives, by the 
depths of our self-sacrifice, we could 
hasten by one year or one month 
the establishment of that body, the 
whole human race would bless us 
for that great gift." Mr. Holley con· 
cluded with this thought: "'Abdu'l
Bah.. told us to see God in every 
human face, and we should also see 
God in our institutions. When we do 
this, we can with more patience and 
insight join in this great new order 
of justice and peace." 

Mr. Tara?U'lllth Samandari spoke 
of "The Stirring Episodes @IIf the 
Early Days of the Faith." He said, 
"When there is a Divine Beloved. 
He needs lovers . . . A farmer needs. 
first of all, soil in which to plant 
.. . The Manifestations require the 
heart in which to plant their love 
. . . In the days of BaM 'u'llah and 
jAbdu'I-Bahil, there were lovers who 
went through the fire of martyr
dom." Mr. Samandari pointed out 
that today "Pioneering is the equiva
lent to martyrdom and suffering. 
They will reap the same fruits as 
the early believers for their sacri
fice. I

' He told 'Abdu'l-Bahil's proph
ecy tha t kings would one day carry 
flowers to the Shrine of Baha'u'llilh 
and visit the Holy Places of the 
Baha'i world. 

One time, in the presence of 
Bah .. 'u'llah as He chanted the Tablet 
to the Sultan, Mr. Samandari said. 
"He was seen in two states at the 
same time; that of the majesty and 
might of kingship, and one of mod
esty and meekness; the two could 
be seen, side by side," In conclusion, 
he related a story of the last days 
of the Blessed Perfection. He had 
summoned all the believers to come 
to His bedside and chan ted verses 
from the Book of Aqdas referring 
to His passing. Seeing the believers 
overcome with grief t He counselled 
them, "The most important attribute 
in the life of the believers should 
be love and unity." 

In beginning his presentation of 
"The Dawn-Breakers, I. Mr. 'Ali-Ak
bar Furutan said that the Guardian 
had instructed the believers to study 
the history of the Faith and compare 
it with the early days of past re
ligions. Mr. Furutan showed that 
the disciples of other religions had 

not fully recognized the true and 
exalted station of their own prophets 
and gave examples of disobedience 
to the expressed wishes and com
mands of Moses, Christ and Mu
l;tammad. As contrast, he cited the 
many examples of absolute obedi
ence in the Baha'i Faith. One, taken 
from the record of the last days of 
the earthly life of the Bab, tells that 
when the Bab called for a volunteer 
to take His life (not wishing, a s He 
said, to die by the hand of an un~ 
believer) a youth sprang to his feet, 
ready to obey His command and 
later explained that his obedience 
was to His Cause, not to His per
son; to His Word, not to His per
sonality. Mr, Furutan closed his re
marks by referring to a saying of 
'Abdu'l-Bahil: "A small piece of cot~ 
ton can prevent the ear from hearing 
sweet melodies. A very thin veil can 
cover the eyes and make it impos
sible for them to see. A very small 
headache can cause our mind to 
stop functioning ... a smal! drop of 
mortal poison can kill the person 
who takes it. The veils of selfishness 
are like the piece of cotton, the thin 
veil, the smal! headache and the 
drop, but those heroic souls (The 
Dawn-Breakers) did not let any veils 
come in between them and their 
true responsibility." 

At the opening of the session Sat
urday morning a letter from King 
Gustav Adolph of Sweden was read 
in which he acknowledged receipt 
of the Jubilee booklet. 

Dr. Grossman then turned atten
tion to four maps of Europe on which 
were designated the goals of each 
of the four National Spiritual As
semblies in the European Spiritual 
Assemblies in the European cam
paign and endeavored to orient, geo-
graphically, the needs of the Cru
sade. He brought out many interest
ing historical facts with regard to 
these cOtultries and the languages 
into which Baha'i literature is to be 
translated during the next ten years. 

At this point another letter, written 
by Rui).iyyih KMnum at the request 
of the Guardian, was read by Dr. 
Giachery: 'lThe friends in Stockholm 
must realize that the most important 
institutions to support at this time 
are the London I:fa~lratu'l-Quds and 
the funds for the Temple land in 
Stockholm and Frankfurt. The back 
of some of the hardest work in the 
plan will then be broken . the 
Guardian wishes that the friends 
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should do their utmost to fill the re
maining virgin territories and after 
returning home they should urge the 
Baha'is generally to do the same. 
The hands of the Cause in their 
travels should do likewise. . ." 

John Ferraby. secretary of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
British Isles was asked to report on 
the efforts made thus far in England 
to secure a site for their Haziratu'l· 
Quds. "Nearly the whole of fue cen
ter of London is owned by a few 
landowners," he said. "And the few 
properties available command a 
very high price indeed. There is 
only one property offered which 
seems in any way suitable. If we 
cannot find a cheaper· place, the 
Guardian has told us we may pur. 
chase it. . . . For a lease they are 
asking 5000 pounds sterling, but for 
the land 13000 pounds sterling, mak
ing a total of 18000 pounds in all." 
The Guardian has cabled 2000 pounds 
toward the cos t. " ,. 

Again, the Conference was moved 
to action and excitement mounted as 
contributions were offered. Soon it 
was announced that the London lJa· 
?iratu'l-Quds was assured a very 
substantial amount by this Confer-
ence. o 

Consultation on the Guardian's 
cable continued and many points 
were clarified, among them the 
meaning of "incorporation" and 
Unational endowments", set forth by 
Horace Holley. "The legal incorpo
ration of a national or local assem· 
bly", he said, "is very important 
from several points of view. In the 
first place it produces recognition 
and enhances the prestige of the 
Faith and in the second place it 
brings to the Baha Pi community the 
advantage of legal protection in the 
case of lawsuits, litigation etc. Fi
nally, it creates of the institution of 
the Spiritual Assembly a legal per
son, a corporate body which is free 
from the personalities of the nine 
members. This legal person has per
petuity of existence." In consider ... 
ing endowments, he added, '·In the 
future the Local Spiritual Assem
bly and, of course, the National Spir
itual Assembly will build schools, li
braries and other Baha'i institutions. 
As these institutions come into exis
tence they are held legally by the 
aggregate body and not by the nine 
members of the Spiritual Assembly. 
The nine members of the Spiritual 
Assembly are the trustees of these 
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BahB'is attendi.ng the Unity Banqoet, Stockhobn, Sweden 

properties." He drew attention to 
the lesson taught the American be
lievers by 'Abdu'I-Baha when He 
told them to build the Ma@riqu'l
Ao;!!lkar. "Little by little the friends 
began to contribute their funds to 
build the Temple. After a while we 
had sufficient funds to begin con
struction and by the time the Tem
ple was completed $2,600,000 had 
been spent r Because the Baha'is 
concentrated on carrying out the 
Master's wish, they produced a 
building that is the glory of America. 
The Master told Mrs. Corinne True 

who was the first and, for many 
years, the financial secretary, that 
they must make a beginning and 
then all things would come and, 
therefore, no matter how small or 
how weak your community is, real
ize that it is the seed from which 
will come the fruitful trees r" 

At the beginning of the afternoon 
session, Amelia Collins, at the re
quest of our Guardian, shared with 
us the latest photographs of develop
ments in the work on the Shrine of 
the Bab and explained how, on the 
day of the F ea st of Ri<;l van, the 

Guardian had sealed a bit of the 
plaster from the ceiling of the prison 
room of the Bab at MBh-Ku behind 
one of the golden tiles in the Dome 
of the Shrine. 

Discussing "Opening up New Ter
ritories'" Edna True outlined some 
salient considerations and shared ex· 
periences of the European Teaching 
Committee in the work in Europe. 
Dorothy F err aby, of England, re
viewed the work of the British 
Africa Committee in its collabora
tion with other National Spiritual 
Assemblies in the development of 
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the first world project. Dorothy 
Baker followed with pr actic al sug
gestions for opening new territory 
and placing pioneers, using Spi tzber
gen as a concrete example. Honor 
Kempton spoke on spiritual prereq
uisites and practical preparation for 
pioneers~ suggesting "The Advent of 
Divine Justice" and "The Challeng
lug Requirements of the Present 
Hour" as excellent textbooks for this 
study. Many pioneers in the Euro· 
pean field shared their experiences 
with us for the remainder of the 
afternoon. 

The night of the Unity Banquet 
arrived. A full moon watched its re
flection in the waters surrounding 
Stockholm's Town Hall. Inside, the 
magnificent ~'Gol~en Room", daz
zling in its splendor, was filled 
with joyous, "God-intoxicated souls" 
gathered to coromemora te the great 
.Jubilee of the Year Nine. In this 
perfect setting all sat, enchanted, as 
the Guardian's special representa
tive, the president and vice-president 
of the International Baha'; Council, 
Hands of the Cause, seven members 
from National Spiritual Assemblies, 
delegates from each of the ten goal 
countries (which now include France 
and Finland) and visitors from other 
lands were presented. Heart-warm
ing greetings in many langua ges 
heightened the spirit of love and 
unity in the hearts until all were 
"as one soul in many bodies." Each 
believer, leaving this golden scene, 
carried with him a precious little 
packet of petals from the Shrine of 
Baha'u'llith, brought from the Holy 
Land for this occasion. As it had 
opened, the Unity Banquet closed 
with chanting by Persian believers. 
The .Jubilee had indeed been befit
tingly commemorated. 

Summarizing the Conference next 
morning, Marion Hofman declared, 
uThese days have been days of faith, 
obedience, detachment, love, hero
ism and sacrificeP' As examples 
she pointed out that even before the 
Guardian's request that the friends 
establish Funds to purchase Temple 
sites, $27,000 had been donated; that, 
in response to the appeal of the 
Guardian for the participants to 
Uswell the roll of honor through en
listing promptly under the unfurled 
banner of the advancing Hosts of 
Bahil'u'lllth," one out of seven arose 
and enlisted under that banner." A 
third achievement she likened to the 
Holiest Temple of the Baha'i World. 

"As that building of steel and con
crete rose in Wilmette, a symbol of 
the transcendence of the Cause . .. it 
brought joy to the believers around 
the world . . . even so does the 
arising of the European Baha'i com
munity reinforce all of us." 

Edna True, at the close of the 
morning session, expressed the ap.
preciation of the European Teaching 
Committee for the assistance given 
by all who contributed to the success 
of the Stockholm Conference. Ugo 
Giachery, the Guardian's special 
representative to the Stockholm 
Conference, commented on the ma
turity which the European commu
nity had reached, lauded the Euro
pean Teaching Committee and the 
pioneers for their work and ad
dressed special thanks to the Per
sian friends who contributed so gen
erously to the achievement of the 
European goals . 

Closing the Conference Sunday 
afternoon, Horace Holley announced 
that the representatives of the Na
tional Spiritual As sem blies had held 
several sessions during the Confer
ence and had appointed a special 
committee to accept all pioneer of
fers and achieve settlement of the 
goal areas as quickly as possible. He 
read the following cable, sent to the 
Guardian by the Hands of the Cause 
and representatives of the National 
Spiritual Assemblies: 

"Fourteen Hands (and) members 
(of the following) National Spiritual 
Assemblies: United States, British 
bleSt Germany, !talo-Swiss, fran, 
'Iraq. present (at) Stockholm, con
sulting (on the) rapid settlement (of) 
pioneer territories. impressed (by 
the) spiritual fervor (and) capacity 
(of the) Third Conference, pledge 
(and) humbly bes eech prayers. De· 
voted love. U 

Dorothy Baker reported that of 
the European goals assigned to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States, the Azores, Balearic 
Islands, Lofoton Islands, and Spitz
bergen had been filled, leaving one 
virgin territory to be assigned, An
dorra. As she spoke, a believer im,;, 
mediately offered to pioneer in that 
country. 

Dr. Eugen Schmidt announced 
that pioneers under the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Germany and 
Austria had been assigned to Greece, 
Frisian Islands and Crete. 

Dr. Ugo Giachery announced for 
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the Itala-Swiss National Spiritual As
sembly that assignments have been 
made for Monaco, Sicily, Rhodes, 
and Sardinia. This left Liechtenstein 
and San Marino but, again, believers 
immediately arose to vohmteer for 
these posts. 

Mr. Ferraby, Secretary of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
British Isles, announced assignments 
to Cyprus, Malta, and the Shetland 
Islands. Pioneers were a valla hIe to 
fill other posts, he said, but funds 
were lacking. A Persian believer at 
once assured the necessary amolIDt 
to send pioneers to the Channel, 
Hebrides and Orkney Islands, while 
a Baha'i from Sweden offered to set
tle in the Faroe Islands. 

Thus, pioneers were assigned to 
all of the territories to be opened 
to the Faith in Europe! For those 
territories where, for the present, 
admittanc~ to the coup.tries can not 
be secured, the pioneers are prepar
ing themselves by thrift and study 
for the moment when they shall take 
their posts. The others either are 
en route or planning their imminent 
departures to positions for the wag
ing of the World Crusade. 

With these miracles of action the 
Conference drew to its close. In his 
farewell remarks, Mr. :Kbitdem drew 
attention to other tangible miracles; 
the presence at the Conference, as 
Baha'is, of a descendant of Na~iri'd
Din-S!lith, a descendant of the Imam
Jum'ih whose father's uncle was the 
"Son of the Wolf" p and the former 
head of the S!laykhi School of 
I~fithltn, at whose declaration as a 
believer it was said: "the backbone 
of the 5baykhis is 'broken." 

Dr. Miihischlegel closed the Con
ference saying that, as 2500 years 
ago a Persian Sbah had sent forces 
to Greece which resulted, together 
with Christendom, in the founding of 
the Occidental civilization, so now 
another kind of emperor, out of the 
Siyah·CbM in 'fihran has sent spir
i tual forces to conquer the whole 
world; forces that, without weapons, 
will conquer the citadels of the 
hearts of nations. 

The Third Intercontinental Baha'i 
Teaching Conference dosed with the 
reading, in English and in the origi
nal Persian, of 'Abdull-Baha's prayer 
for the unity of East and West. 
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BAHA'I NEWS 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

In Western Samoa, a United Na
tions Mandate, a believer from Apia 
spoke about the Faith with two dele
gates of the U.N. Annual Mission to 
the Islands. Both had previously 
heard the Baha'i message. 

South Australia has produced "Re
gional Review and News", the first 
Regional Teaching Committee news 
letter to be published in Australia. 
New Zealand already has a regional 
news letter. 

CANADA 

The New Territories Committee 
has been made responsible for all 
new and consolidation areas as
signed to the Canadian National 
Spiritual ASsembly and is authorized 
to accept pioneer offers. Prospective 
pioneers shoUld, in writing to the 
secretary, give name~ address, tele
phone number, age, state of health 
occupation and job experience, edu~ 
cation including languages spoken 
Baha'i teaching and administrativ~ 
experience, the area preferred and 
the date on which they are free to 
leave, what financial assistance is 
needed and how long they are pre
pared to stay. All offers should be 
addressed to: 

Mrs. Mary Andrews, Secretary 
276 Frost Avenue, Rideau Park 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
The New Territories Committee 

has announced the settlement of Sa
moa, Franklin, and Queen Charlotte. 
Pioneers are preparing to leave for 
Cape Breton, Keewatin, Baranoff 
Yukon and Labrador. Volunteers fa; 
other areas, particularly those who 
speak French, will be most welcome. 

EGYPT AND SUDAN 

Site for Mashriqu'I-Adhkar 
to Be Chosen 

Immediate consideration is being 
given to three plots of land, in con
nection with selection of a site for 
the future Ma@riqu'l-Adhkar to be 
built in Cairo. The choice lies among 
areas on the banks of the Nile, on 

the desert fringe near Heliopolis and 
in AI-Mokatam mountain. 

Publicity for the Faith in Algeria 

The newly-formed Algerian Baha'i 
group has secured news coverage 
for the Faith in the local papers. 
On the occasion 'Of the visit of 
Dhikru'llB.h Kharlem, Hand of the 
Cause, a lecture given by Mr. 
Khadem was reprinted the next day 
in the newspapers. 

Attack on the Faith in Ubya Answered 

Tidings arrive continuously in 
Egypt from Libya about the activi
ties of the believers in that territory 
and about the high spirit which char
acterizes the affairs of the Faith 
especially since the formation of 
the Local Spiritual Assembly. The 
believers' high ideals, profound 
love, the loyally they show to the 
country in which they live, their 
sympathy and love expressed to the 
natives without any religious or col
or discrimination, distinguish their 
service. 

One local newspaper printed an 
ungenerous article against the Faith, 
clearly indicating that the writer had 
no understanding of Baba'i princi
ples. To this article the believers 
wrote an answer7 calm, full of sin
cere love and supported by most 
convincing proofs. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
Baha'i News Service reports the 

receipt of the first news clipping 
from a United States virgin ter
ritory, Key West, Florida. 

This committee also announces 
that the September issue of Col"", 
magazine will feature a story on the 
Baha'i Faith. 

The third annual public meeting 
to be held at Cathedral of the Pines, 
Rindge, New Hampshire, took place 
on August 8. 

A new Bahit'i Center has been es
tablished in Jackson, Mississippi. At 
street level, the center has a fun 
glass front for exhibits. Forty people 
can be seated in the newly-decorated 
hall. 

A new Baha'i Center for New Or-
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leans, Louisiana has been opened in 
the 5600 block of Magazine Street. 

The Anchorage, Alaska Baha'I 
Community was host to pioneers 
who passed through the city on the 
way to their posts for the ten year 
Crusade. Mrs. Rose Perkal was 
greeted during her brief stopover en. 
route to Kodiak Island. Mr. and Mrs. 
Caldwell with Daniel, David and 
Mark, their sons, stayed for a week;_~- ~ 
before proceeding to their outpost hi 
the Aleutian Islands. 

BAHA'I NEWS 

An Organ for the World Cru,.de 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of the United States 
has recorded its view that BAHA'f 
NEWS is to fulfill the function of an 
organ for the World Crusade, and 
contain material supplied by all the 
participating National Spiritual As
semblies. 

U,S_ AFRICA COMMITTEE 

American Pioneers at Posts 

The first American Baha'is to ar
rive in a virgin territory under the 
new ten year Crusade were Rex and 
Mary Collison. When the Guardian's 
call came for Baha'is in East Africa 
to go to virgin areas, the Collisons 
packed their belongings and moved 
at once from Kampala to Ruanda
U rundi. They arrived at their post 
June 20. 

Fred Schechter, having helped 
with teaching and consolidation in 
Nairobi since April, moved to 
Djibouti, French Somaliland in July. 

In addition to these "firsts", nine 
American Baha'is settled in consoli
dation area s during July, four in 
North Africa and five in South 
Africa. 

Major and Zara Dunne arrived at 
their pioneer post in Accra, Gold 
Coast, in June. Severe difficulties in· 
volving the housing shortage, ma
laria and emergency surgery have 
been overcome and study classes 
have now been arranged. 

There are now 23 Baha'is in 
Nairobi, 11 of whom are African. 

In Monrovia, Liberia, a newspaper 
recently published a fine article on 
the Faith, praising the professional 
work of a Baha'i pioneer. Mr. Ru
dolph Amarty, the first declared 
African Baha'i to visit the Americas, 
is scheduled to enroll in .a univer-
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Babi.'is a.wt friends, N a.irobl, KeDya East African Bahi.'j pioneers meet with African 1rienc1s .in a 
village near Mombasa.. KenYa 

sity in Winnipeg, Canada. On his 
way to Canada. Mr. Amarty? a Li
berian Baha'i of the Fanti (Gold 
Coast) tribe, will spend some time 
in the United States. 

The committee's earnest ambition 
is to get every approved Baha'i pi
oneer located in Africa. Our task in
volves much t-hat is beyond our con
trol, and we ask the friends to pray 
constantly that difficulties may be 
.. moved for this and all the other 
Crusade Committees .. 80 that the 
doors may be opened and the path 
made free for the many souls who 
have arisen to serve BahcPu'Udh in 
the lands of the Spiritual Crusade. 
May we all BY dedicated love, by 
s'UStained effort and by courageous 
faith achieve the fresh victories de
siTed for us by the Beloved Guardi
an of the Cause of God. 

At its first meeting the U.S. Africa 
Committee tackled the job of match
ing pioneers and projects. Plans 
were developed for nine of the 
eleven virgin areas assigned the 
United States Baha'is and submitted 
to the National Spiritual Assembly 
for approval. Clearances were for~ 
warded and the pioneers selected 
are now preparing to leave for their 
posts. 

The beloved Guardian, in a letter 
to the Committee, stressed that it 
is important to concentrate on get
ting more pioneers out into the 
virgin te1"ritories of Africa as soon 
as possible. He attaches the greatest 
possible importance to filling a II the 
pioneer posts allover the world dur
ing this year. Every effort should 
be made to accomplish this. He ad
vised that no further pioneers be 
directed to South Africa, except by 
his permission, as the number of 

Baha'is in that area is now adequate. 
Pioneers from America may and 
should go to any of the 33 virgin 
territories in Africa. 

For this reason the Committee is 
now encour aging a:nd assisting Ba
ha'is who are willing to go to any 
of the 33 virgin areas in Mrica. The 
cost of Mrica projects is very great 
and the Committee seeks pioneers 
who are fully or partially able to 
sustain themselves, wherever possi
ble. 

A survey of all the virgin areas in 
Africa is being completed and will 
be sent to all pioneers who have ap
plications on file with the Commit
tee. Pioneering in the virgin areas 
calls for the utmost courage, faith, 
devotion and realism. With these 
qualities the pioneer must be willing 
to sacrifice and endure hardships. 

-U. S. AFRICA TEAcHING CoMMrrrEE 

U. S. Africa Teaching Committee for 
1953·1954: Elsie Austin. Chairman; M4t~ 
thew Bullock, vice-chairman; Amos Gib· 
son, treasure.,..; Re:r;fo'J'rJ. Parmalee; Edna. 
Williams; Marie Rice; Albert James. 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

The functions of the American In· 
dian Service Committee, as outlined 
by the National Spiritual Assembly, 
are: to establish Baha'i communities 
among Indians, to stimulate a na
tion-wide effort to carry the Message 
of Baha'u'Uah to the members of the 
Indian race, to develop favorable at
titudes toward the Faith among In
dian leaders, to provide for trans
lation of the Teachings into the 
Indian languages. This Committee 
plans to publish a bulletin which is 

available to any believer who will 
send his request to the Correspond
ing S~retary. 

The cooperation of communities 
and individual believers is essential 
to the work of the Committee. On 
July 25, for example, Reno Baha'is 
went to the Stillwater Reservation, 
home of Shoshone and Fiute Indians. 
The principles of the Faith were pre
sented, questions were answered 
and refreshments served. The 
Baha'is were invited to return to the 
Reservation to explain their new 
Faith. 

The ComIni ttee is eager to wel
come suggestions and accounts of 
the experiences of Baha'is who have 
contact with the Indians as friends 
rela tives or through teaching th~ 
F ai tho Any believers who want to re
late themselves to this part of the 
Spiritual Crusade by becoming a 
pioneer or settler, or by finding and 
teaching the Indians in their own 
area are asked to communicate 
with: 

Mrs. Nancy Phillips, Correspond
ing Secretary 

736 Encanto Drive, S.E. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

AREA TEACHING 
COMMITTEES 

New Teaching Structure 
Begins to Function 

BAHA'i NEWS has received Area 
Teaching Committee Bulletins from 
the New England, Eas I Central 
Slates, South Central States and Gulf 
States Committees, which reflect 
the heightened activity beginning 
under the New Teaching Structure 
(BaM', News, July, 1953, page 6). 
Each of the bullelins refers to or 
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quotes recent letters from Leroy 
Ioas which read: 

The Guardian says that this is now 
the time of scattering and the friends 
must scatter to the fouT COTners oj 
the globe. Ft:YT instance, in America, 
he feels that all large Assemblies 
(19 members or more) should send 
dozens oj settlers to outlying aTeas. 
America should be completely cov
ered with settlers, and this would 
bring about mOTe teaching and, of 
course, new Assemblies. 

Central States Area Committee 
Conference 

Other evidence of new activity 
was the representative and enthusi
astic participation in the Central 
States Area Conference, held at the 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin Center, Au
gust 9, Dlinois, Wisconsin, Minne
sota and Iowa each were well rep
resented in the more than two hun
dred believers who attended. 

Two Hands of the Cause, Mrs. 
Amelia Collins and Mr. Horace Hol
lEW, addressed the gathering. 

Mr. Holley spoke of the Interna
tional Conferences in Kampala and 
Stockholm and Mrs. Collins spoke of 
the theme closest her heart, our be
loved Guardian and his wishes for 
the American Baha'is. In speaking 
of the conference in Stockholm, Mr. 
Holley said that for the first time he 
realized the limitations of the Amer
ican boundaries and that there are 
no boundaries in the Spiritual King
dom. We have been brought up to 
this, he said, by the efforts of our 
Guardian. Mrs. Collins said that the 
Guardian cannot understand why 
those who have volunteered to pi
oneer have not gone out to their re
spective posts. Pioneering is upper
most in his mind and he is waiting 
anxiously to hear that pioneers have 
gone out. 

He said that our armor is the Di
vine PI.a.n given to us by Baha'u'lhih 
and rAbdu'I-Baha. They were divine
ly inspired and we can go forth to 
fulfill this Plan knowing we will 
succeed. Our battle cry must be 
Ya-Baha'u'l-Abhd, tea chi n g the 
Cause OUT pa.Tamount duty. Mrs. 
Collins said our Guardian is made 
joyftd by our good deeds and sad
dened by our wrong doing. We must 
lead a Baha'i life. 

In consu1ting on pioneering on the 
home front it was said that pioneers 
should find "pockets" such as clubs 
and other organizations which be-

lieve in racial unity, religious unity 
or other principles of the Faith. But 
we must not go into these organiza
tions to Hsell" them our Faith. 

Discussion on pioneering brought 
out that twentywone states jn the 
United States have only one Assem
bly. It was recommended that be
lievers employ all possible means to 
assist these regions, to multiply 
their groups and bring them to As
sembly status. 

Several people present were wait
ing to go to Africa, China, Puerto 
Rica, Samoa, Southern Rhodesia and 
Alaska. We are asked to pray that 
the difficulties which prevent pi
oneers from going immediately to 
their posts may be removed, 

Are. Conferences Scheduled 

The Area Teaching Committee for 
the South Central States has sched
uled two Conferences, one for Octow 
ber and the other in January or Feb
ruary. 

The East Central States Area 
Teaching Committee plans a Week
end Area Teaching Conference to be 
held at the Louhelen Baha'i School, 
August 29-30. The New England 
States Area Teaching Committee 
will hold a series of picnic Confer
ences throughout the area. 

BAHA'I YOUTH 

First Youth Conference Scheduled 

"A Call to Action" is the theme 
of the first Youth Conference, to be 
held in New York City on Sunday. 
October 25. This conference will be 
devoted to a study of the opportoni
ties and responsibilities of Youth in 
the ten year Crus ade . It will be fol
lowed by a public meeting conducted 
by the Youth entitled: "The Baha'i 
World Faith: Today's Call to 
Action. " 

National Baha'i youth week, which 
begins with this Conference and lasts 
from October 25 to November I, is 
consecrated to a special teaching ef
fort. 

Advance preparations are being 
made for a second Youth Conference 
to be held in February. 

AUDIO-VISUAL EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE 

The Audio-Visual Education Com
mittee announces that the "Three 
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Wing Display Unit" exhibited at the 
JUbilee is ready for distribution to 
any part of the United States. The 
unit may be ordered from: 

Audio-Visual Education Committee 
126 Evergreen Place 
West Englewood, N.J. 

Price, including shipping, $3.50 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 
SECOND COMING 

A New Pamphlet by George 
Townshend 

The Baha'is of Kampala, Uganda 
Africa have submitted a series of 
questions concerning Biblical proph
ecies about the Second Coming of 
Christ which Dr. George Townshend 
has answered most fully, citing 
SCrIptural references. This pamphlet 
is available from the Publishing 
Committee. (see 1'1tblications) 

Some of the questions which Dr. 
Townshend has answered are: 

How can we be .sure that the prom
ises oj Christ to return a:re not mere
ly the descent of the Holy Spirit on 
the Churches? 

What aTe the cha.racteristics of 
the New Era, according to the 
Bible? 

Is there anything in the Bible to 
prove that religion must be in agree
ment with. our reason? 

Increasing interest is being fo
cussed on the Baha'i Faith today by 
the Christian world. Dr. Towns
hend's work should be a welcome 
resource to all who prepare to teach 
the Faith of Baha'u'llith. 

Questions Abont the Second Com
ing, with answers by George Towns
hend. Dr. Townshend 1 s answers are 
in reply to questions asked by the 
Baha'is of Kampala, Uganda, Africa. 
See special article above. 12 pps., 
93/4 X 6%:, with attractive colored 
cover. 

Each ...................... $ .25 
Twelve copies ............ $2.50 

Dawn-Breakers Study Guide_ A 
new edition of this helpftd aid to 
study of the Dawn-Breakers has 
been prepared. This is a very read-
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able edition with an attractive for~ 
mat similar to the pa mphlet, Six 
Lessons On Islam by Marzieh Gail. 
The study guide comprises a synop· 
sis of the N arra ti ve, a questionnaire 
to portray more sharply each char· 
acter and event, and a key to pro
nunciation. If you are reading The 
Dawn-Breakers by yourself, with an
other individual, or in a group study. 
you will find this study guide will 
add greatly toward your comprehen
sion and appreciation of this great 
book. 35 pp., bound in grey granite 
paper, stamped in red. 

Per copy .................... $.75 

Pamphlet for UN Day 

United Nations day comes on Oc· 
tober 24, 1953. For Baha'is this is 
an opportunity for public leaching. 
The Publishing Committee has on 
hand the pamphlet, A Baha'I Dee
laration of Human Obligations and 
Rights, originally presented to the 
UN Human Rights Commission. It 
clearly states the Baha'i attitude on 
the individual's status in a social or
der evolving toward world citizen
ship in a world commonwealth. An 
effective pamphlet for your UN Day 
literature. Send orders to allow suf
ficient time for processing and ship
ping. 11 pp., 8% x 11, on good 
quality paper. 

Each .................... .. 
30 copies .................. . 

$ .05 
$1.00 

Handbook Inserts. The 1952 inserts, 
temporarily out of stock, are again 
available. These supplement the 
looseleaf blue Handbook (Two·Year 
Program of Preparation) with sec
tions on Public Meetings. Firesides, 
Exhibits, Radio, Publicity, etc. This 
material has been of definite value 
to individual, committee, and group 
planning on all phases of teaching 
and promotional activity. The Hand
book sells for $.75. The 1952 inserts 
(mimeographed, 17 pp.) are extra. 
Each set of inserts ......... $ .10 

The Koran. Rodwell's Translation. 
This translation, recommended by 
the Guardiant is the Everyman's Li
brary edition used in Six Lessons 
On Ishim by Marzieh Gail, 560 pp., 
bound in blue cloth. .... $1.65 (net) 

HOLY DAYS 
October '20, Birth of the Bflb 

JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
4th Baha'i Intercontinental Conference, 
New Delhi, India - October 7~15 

FEASTS 
September 8 - 'Izzat, Might 
September 27 - Mashiyyat, Will 
October 16 - '11m, Knowledge 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
September 25, 26, 27 

UGlory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered undeT 
the shadQW of Thy mercy and they 
cre united thorough Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord! Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine faT them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace ... " 

-'Abdu'l-Bah<i 
Dayton, Ohio-Miss Patricia Nevin to 

Mr. Raymond Kizer, December 23, 
1952 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio-Miss Taki 
Kimura to Mr. Frank Sugbnato, 
June 13, 1953 

Denver, Colorado-Miss Arline A. Cos~ 
tanten of California to Mr. Darryl L. 
Guy, June 19, 1953 

New York, N, Y.-Mr. Karlis Berg· 
holes to Miss June Roberta Vandera 
veer, July 5, 1953 

Chicago, Ill.-Miss Annette stein to 
Mr. Leonard Gilman (no date given) 

SEPTEMBER 

Milwaukee, Wis,-Miss Carol Amschler 
to Mr. Robert Thiele (no date given) 

Ann Arbor, Michigan - Mrs, Lois Pitch. 
ford to Mr. Marvin A, Nochman, 
August 15, 1953. 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio - Miss Garnett 
S. McKee to Mr. Prescott S. Cole. 
July 9, 1953 

Miami Beach, Florida - Miss Joyce 
Barnett to Sgt. Merwin Francis Tou~ 
zeau, August 8, 1953 

Chicago, illinois - Miss Evelyn Larson 
to Mr. Donald K. Allen, July 11, 1953 

Ankara, Turkey - Mrs. Lillian Morgan 
(formerly of Chicago, Illinois) to Mr. 
Harold E. Richards, June 26, 1953 

HDeath projJereth unto every confi
dent believeT the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestotoeth joy and is the 
bearer of g14dnes8. It conferreth the 
gift of everlasting life." 

-Bahd.'u'!ldh. 
Mrs. Mary McClure O'Hara 
Los Angeles, California 
July 12, 1953 

Miss Helen Greeman 
Quincy, Illinois 
July 10, 1953 

Mrs. Nellie C. Barber 
Laurel, Maryland 
(no date reported) 

Mr. David Goldner 
New York, N. Y. 
June 17, 1953 

Mr. Bishop Lewis 
New York, N. Y. 
June 28, 1953 

Mrs. Margaret Meier 
Mount Vernon, N_ Y. 
July 24, 1953 

Mrs. Mina Morrison 
Battle Creek, Michigan 
July 10, 1953 

Miss Leone Barnitz 
Washington, D,C, 
July 30, 1953 
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pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
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"SAFEGUARDING PRIMACY" 
"Overjoyed remarkable achlevements American 

Baha'i Community. safeguarding primacy, enhancing 
prestige. setting magnificent example sister communi
ties East (and) West. Assure three Assembly members, 
also Lofoten valient pioneer, abiding appreciation. fer
vent loving prayers." 
September 5, 1953 -SHOGHI 

COM!lCENTARY: NATIONAL. SPIRITUA.l., .... SSEMBLY 

The message above was Shoghi Effendi's reply to 
cable sent him by the National Spiritual Assembly on 
August 31: 

uBefitting memorial gathering held Temple honor 
Siegfried Schopflocher August 28 two representatives 
Canadian Assembly participated. Assembly gratified 
proud Stockholm Conference conducted European Teach
ing Committee. All virgin territories Central South 

'The Crown of the Dome 
JI-lIllITllllllllllnllllllllllllllllllllltllllnlllllllll'llllIlIllIlhllllllllllll1l1l11I1111I1I11I11"IIIIIIIIIIIIIII!IIIII!IIIII~lIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUI 

The Completed Dome of the Sbrlne of the Bib 
1111111!1!IIII~l'IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII!IIIIIIIIII'11111111IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIII ... llllllll1IIIII111111111111111111111111111HIIIIIII1IIIIII1 

America assigned. One pionee!" enroute Asia. Seven 
pioneer assignments Indian teaching ttssured. United 
States goal city settlement campaigo planned through 
National Teaching Committee. Three Assembly mem
bers, Austin, Baker, Bullock retiring September 28 for 
pioneer settlement. Devoted love." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

"PRAYING CONTINUED VICTORIES" 
"Overjoyed, proud magnificent achievements. Praying 

continued victories." 
July 16, 1953 --SHOGHI 

COMMENTARY; NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMB1.Y 

The message above was Shoghi Effendi's reply to this 
cable sent him by the National Spiritual Assembly on 
July 13: 

"Gratified report first American Baha'i pioneer arriv
ing post Rose Perkal Kodiak July eighth. All four United 
States Western Hemisphere pioneer settlement areas as
signed. Approved three pioneer projects United States 
areas Europe and plans under way settlement four Italo-
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Swiss areas. Ten o~ eleven United 
States pioneer settlement areas 
Africa planned. Two United States 
Asia posts R5sured. Pioneer plans 
progressing three Assembly mem
bers. " 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

"Loyal, Devoted Early Believer" 
"Praying progress soul loyal, de

voted early believer, Marie Hopper." 
-SHOGHI 

September 11, 1953 

"Valued Promoter Faith" 
"Grieve PClSSing valued promoter 

Faith. His historic donation (of) 
School highly meritorious, reward 
bountiful (in) Kingdom. Deepest 
sympatby, praying progress (<4 his) 
soul. It -~ 

-SHoarn 
Cablegram received. September 8, 

1953 by Mrs. L. W. Eggleston 

This message has reference to the 
passing of Mr. L. W. Eggleston who 
devoted his home and property to 
the use of Louhelen Baha'i School. 

-NATIONAL SPIRlTUAL ASSEMBLY 

SECOND PIONEER REPORT 
All honor to the pioneers who have 

arrived at their posts in the World 
Crusade~ 

The movement accelerates rapid~ 
ly. The results of the great work 
done by the Intercontinental Teach4 
ing Committees in developing- proj
ects for the pioneer applicants are 
more and more impressive. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rex Collison were 
actually the first American beHevers 
to settle in a virgin territory under 
the Ten Year Plan. They left their 
work at the Baha'i Center, Kampala, 
Uganda, and pioneered in Ruandi~ 
Urundi, an African terriwry aS4 

signed to the NSA of India, Pakistan 
and Burma, arriving there June 3. 

Mr. Jack Huffman arrived in Ko· 
diak on JW1e 1, transferred there by 
tbe U.S. Navy before he knew that 
Kodiak was a pioneer goal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Crane ar
rived at Key West on July 20. 

On August 2, Mr. Fred Schechter 
arrived. in French Somaliland, an 

African goal assigned to the United 
States. He had been teaching in Ken
ya as a vohmteer under the first 
African two-year plan. 

Mr. Amin Banani departed from 
the Stockholm Conference to pioneer 
jn Greece, an area assigned to the 
NSA of Germany and Austria. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bishop Brown ar· 
rived in South Africa August 9, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. Ford arrived 
there on August 10. South Africa is 
a United States goal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jenabe Caldwell ar· 
rived at Unalaska, Aleutian Islands, 
a United States goal, on August 10. 

Miss Virginia Orbison arrived on 
August 11 at the Balearic Islands, a 
European goal assigned to the United 
States. 

Mrs. Mildred Clark and Miss 
Loyce Lawrence arrived at Svolvan, 
Lofoten Islands, Norway, on August 
28. This is one of the European goals 
assigned to the United States. 

Mrs. Nellie S. French settled .3S 

a pioneer in Monaco September 12. 
Monaco is a virgin territory assigned 
to tbe NSA of Italy and Switzerland. 

On September 19, 1953 Mr. and 
Mrs. Xavier Rodrigues arrived for 
pioneer settlement in Bissau, Portu
guese GWnea, Africa, a territory as
signed to the United States. Mr. and 
Mrs. Rodrigues had been members 
of the Lisbon community. 

On September 20, Miss Elizabeth 
Hopper and Miss Adah M. Schott ar
rived at Funchal, Madeira Island, an 
African territory assigned to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
British Isles. 

-NATIONAL SPDUTUAL ASSEMBLY 

SPECIAL ELECTION 
TO FILL VACANCIES 
ON NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Three members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly enter the pioneer 
field after the September meeting:
Miss Elsie Austin, Mrs. Dorothy 
Baker, and Mrs. Matthew Bullock. 

An election notice has been sent 
all delegates of the 1953 Convention, 
with ballots, for vote by mail to elect 
three new members as of Septem
ber 28. 

This emergency election is unprec
edented. although on account of 
death or physical inability to serve 

OCTOBER 

there ha ve been votes by mail for 
filling vacancies in past years. The 
World Crusade calls to every believ
er, irrespective of age, condition or 
Baha'i offices, and these three mem. 
bers of the National Spiritual As
sembly, one of them a Hand of the 
Cause, have demonstrated in their 
response the power of this call. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

ELECTION OF NATIONAL 
SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEMBERS 
TO FILL VACANCIES 

In view of the pioneering plans of 
three members of the National Spirit
ual Assembly (Mrs. Dorotby Baker, 
Dr. Wm. Kenneth Christian and Mr. 
Matthew Bullock). an election notice 
was sent to aU delegates of the 195.1 
National Comlention early in Septem. 
ber. 

On September 26 the ballots cast 
by mail were counted by three tellers 
~Mr. Lloyd Robinson, Mrs. Marg
arite Ullrich and Mr. Ellsworth 
Blackwell. 

The election resulted in the addi
tion of Mr. Lawrence Hautz, Mr. 
Charles Wolcott and Miss Charlott., 
M. Linfoot to the National Spiritual 
Assembly membership for the re~ 
mainder of the current administra. 
tive year, beginning September 28. 

The teller's report listed the follow. 
ing facts. 162 ballots were received 
Mr. Lawrence Hautz, 53 votes; Mr. 
Charles WOlcott, 44 votes; Miss Char~ 
lotte M. Linfoot, 35 votes. 

The names next listed: Mr. Robert 
McLaughlin, 32; Mrs. Margery Mc
Cormick, 31; Dr. Katherine K. True, 
28; Mr. Curtis Kelsey, 28; Mr. Wil. 
liam de Forge, 24; Mr. Raii Mot
tahedeh, 23; Mr. Ellsworth Black
well, 16; Mrs. Marzieh Gail, 11; Mrs. 
Mildred Mottahedeh, 10; Mr. John 
Allen, 10; Dr. Robert L. Gulick, 9; 
Mr. Monroe loas, 8; Mr. Ali M. 
Yazdi, 7; Mr. Winston Evans, Dr. 
Sarah Perira, Mr. Harlan Ober, 5 
each;4 each to Mrs. Virginia Foster, 
Mrs. Jesma Herbert, Mr. Alai K. 
Kalanter, Mr. Alan G. McCormick, 
Mr. Robert Powers; 3 each to Mr. 
William Lacey, Mrs. Nina Matthisen, 
Dr. David Ruhe, and Mr. Clarence 
illirich. 16 believers received 2 votes 
each; and 36 received one vote each. 

OUR PRESENT CHALLENGE 
Beloved friends: 

All American believers have read 
and pondered the Guardian's letter 
of July 18 which went out as an in
sert in August BAHI/i NEWS. From 
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its words we have attained to a deep
er and clearer insight into the great
ness of the Ten Year Plan and the 
unique responsibility laid upon the 
Baha'is of the United States for its 
complete realization by 1963. 

Now let us turn to those passages 
which convey to us the particular 
tasks challenging us at the present 
time. 

1. "Of all the Objectives. the 
most vital, urgent and meritorious 
... is ... the settlement of pioneers 
in all the vir gin territories and i s
lands assigned to this community in 
all the continents of the globe . . . 
This process ... must ... be so ac
celerated as to insure the attainment 
of this paramount objective before 
the lapse of two years from the of
ficial launching of the World Cru. 
sade." This means before Ri~van. 
1955. 

2. " ... The preliminary measures 
for the establishment of the first De
pendency of the Mother Temple of 
the West." 

3. " ... As well as the completion 
of the landscaping of its grounds." 

4. "Moreover, immediate consid. 
eration should be given to . . . the 
purchase of land ... in anticioation 
of the construction of the first Mash
riqu'I-A<!!!kar of South Africa . .-:-" 

5. " ... The prompt translation of 
a suitable Baha'i pamphlet into the 
American and European language.:; 
allocated to your Assembly." 

In these passages the Guardian 
gives us an operating schedule of 
five definite tasks for the first two 
years of the Ten Year Plan. 

"The two years that lie ahead 
three months of which have alread~ 
elapsed, will swiftly and impercep
tibly draw to a close, Tasks even 
more onerous, equal1y weighty and 
requiring in a still greater measure 
the expenditure of effort and sub
stance, lie ahead. which will brook 
of no delay ... " 

This passage drives home to all of 
us the fact that the Ten Year Plan, 
to be completed, calls for definite 
accomplishments year by year. Here 
is our challenge - concentrated ef
fort on specific projects, and not pas
si ve admiration of a rna gnificen tly 
defined World Crusade. 

The pioneer settlement of the vir
gin areas is progressing with tre
mendous speed. The pioneer appli
cations have poured in week by week 
since the mighty demonstration at 
the All-American Intercontinental 

Model of Masbrlqu'l-Adhk3.r designed for const.ruction OD MOUDt Carmel 

Conference. The various Committees 
have developed projects, and the de
parture of ardent and consecrated 
Baha'is from the United States ac
celerates each month. 

For the home front, as reported in 
a separate announcement, we have 
yet another challenge - the settle
ment of a pioneer in each of the 
more than seventy unoccupied Goal 
Cities chosen within the United 
States itself. 

What are the things we as indi
viduals can do? (1) Pioneer abroad; 
(2) pioneer at home; (3) realize 
more profoundly the urgency of our 
contributions to the National FW1d. 

Nor is this all! As the Guardian 
wrote in this same letter: "The 

movement of pioneers, the opening 
of virgin territories, the initiation of 
Houses of Worship ... will in the 
long run amount to little and fail to 
achieve their supreme purpose if not 
supplemented by the equally vital 
task which is one that primarily co:ri~ 
cerns continually and challenges 
each single individual believer what· 
ever his rank, capacity or origin
of winning to the Faith fresh recruIts 
to the slowly yet steadily advancing 
army of the Lord of Hosts ... " 

May every single believer under
stand, appreciate and exploit the 
truly divine opportunity given him 
or her to serve the Faith of Baha'u'· 
llah! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

l 
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Jubilee Year 
FOURTH INTERCONTINENTAL BAHA'I CONFERENCE 

Tuesday, Octob er I) 
5:00 P.M. 

7:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, October 7 
9 :30-1:00 A.M. 

10,15 A.M.· 
12:30 P.M. 

3:00·5,30 P.M. 

8,00 P.M. 

Thursday, October 8 
9 :30-9 :45 A.M. 
10:00 A.M.· 
12:30 P.M. 

3:00-5:00 P.M. 

6:30 P.M. 

Friday, October 9 
9 :30-9:45 A.M. 
10,00 A.M.· 
12:30 P.M. 

3 :00-5:00 P.M. 

8,00 P.M. 

, 
October 6·15, 1953 

New Delhi, India 

"At Home" for Press to meet the Hands of the Cause and representa· 
tives of the National ipiritual Assemblies. 

Meeting with the Hands of the Cause and Representatives of the 
National Spiritual Assemblies. 

Devotions (in English, Persian or Arabic, Hindustani, Burmese and 
Chinese). 

Opening of the Conference by the Chairman and welcoming of the 
honored guests. 

Prayer in memory of Mr. Siegfried Schopflocher. Hand of the Cause. 
Roll Call, by countries and territories. 
Presentation of Mr. Charles Mason Ramey, Representative of the 

Guardian. 
Introduction of the Hands of the Cause and Representatives of the 

National Spiritual Assemblies. 
Message of the Guardian presented by Mr. C. M. Remey, special repre· 

sentative of the Guardian. 
Unity gathering, devoted to the commemoration of the Centenary. 
Hands of the Cause and Representatives of the National Spiritual 

Assemblies. 

Devotions. 
}I"'ormation of Committee to draft cable to the Guardian. 
Greetings from the Baha'i World. 
The World Spiritual Crusade - Its purpose and character. 
Haifa - Center of the World Crusade. 
Goals to be won - Asia, Pacific, Indian Ocean and Mrica. 
Public Meeting at Constitution Club. 

Devotions. 
Glimpses of three preceding Intercontinental Baha'i Conferences: 

Kampala 
Wilmette 
Stockholm 

The Baha'i Pioneer. 
Opening New Territories 
1. Getting there. 
2. Relations with authorities and people. 
3. Cooperation between National Assemblies. 
4. Exchange of pioneers. 
5. Information. 
6. Teachers and helpful experiences. 
7. Literature and finance. 
Consultation. 
An evening with the Guardian's Representative. 

OCTOBER 
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Saturday ~ October 10 
9:30-9:45 A_M. 
10:00 A.M.-
12:30 P.M. 
3:00-5:00 P.M. 

5:30 P.M. 

Sunday, October 11 

Monday, October 12 
~:30-9:45 A.M. 
10:00 A.M.-
12:30 P.M. 
3:00-5:00 P,M. 

6:30 P.M, 

Tuesday, Oelober 13 
9:30-9:45 A,M. 
10:00 A.M.-
12:30 P.M. 

3:00-5:00 P,M. 

7:00 P.M. 

Devotions. 
Opening New Territories, 
Consultation continued. 
Youth in the World Crusade. 
Consult,ation. 
"At Home" to public. 

Sight. seeing. 

Devotions. 
Opening New Territories, 
Consultation continued. 
The Baha'i Way; of Life. 
1. Essentials of Baha'i belief-. 
2. The Individual. 
3. Society. 
4. Spiritual aspect of giving. 
Public Meeting in Town Hall. 

Devotions. 
Consolidation of territories already opened: 
1. The Pioneer believer. 
2. Group to Assembly. 
3. Strengthening of Assemblies. 
4. Conferences 
a. Visiting Teachers. 
6. Literature. 
Consultation. 
Strengthening relations with U.N. and its Agencies. 
Building an International Record. 
Baha'i Films and entertainments, 

Wednesday, October 14 
9 : 30-9 : 45 A. M. Devotions. 
10:00 A.M.- World Order Unfolds, 
12:30 P.M, Institutions of the Cause. 

3:00-5:00 P,M. 
7:00 P.M. 

Thursday, October 15 
9:00-9:45 A.M. 
10:00 A,M.-

12:30 P.M. 
5:00-8:00 P,M. 

Consultation. 
Call for Pioneers. 
Hands of the Cause and Representatives of the National Spiritual 

Assembles. 

Devotions. 
Institutions to be established in Asia and the Pacific: 
1. Ma'lbriqu'!-Adhkars. 
2. J:[a;dratu'l-Quds. 
3. Publishing Trusts. 
4. Baha'i Courts. 
5. Schools. 
6. Press. 
7. Baha'i Endowments. 
8. Language and literature. 
Farewell. 
Nineteen-Day Feast. 

5 
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WORLD CRUSADE WITHIN THE UNITED STATES 

Dear Baha'i friends: 

In this issue of Baha'i News appears a list of Goal 
Cities which have been chosen for consolidation during 
the Ten Year Plan. A Spiritual Assembly is to be elected 
in each of these cities before 1963, so that the total num· 
ber of 300 Baha'i communities within the United States 
desired by the Guardian may be attained. 

It should be noted that 72 of these cities have no BahY, 
residents at this time. The National Assembly has re· 
quested the National Teaching Committee to launch an 
intensive campaign to settle one Baha'i in each of these 
72 unoccupied communities. 

This great movement of pioneers within the United 
States is the home front equivalent to the settlement of 
pioneers throughout the world now so vigorously pro~ 
ceeding. B@th are tasks of the World Crusade. 

The National Teaching Committee is working out this 
campaign through the Area Teaching Committees and 
the local Assemblies. 

Every Baha'i who desires to serve the Faith by pioneer· 
ing in one of these 72 cities should notify the National 
Teaching Committee at once. Settlement, and enrollment 
of new believers, in the cities which already have one or 
more BaM'is, are also vitally important in terms of the 
Ten Year Plan, but this year the National Assembly 
wishes to concentrate attention and effort upon the 72 
cities lacking Baha'is. 

May we consider this campaign in the light of the 
Guardian's letter of July 18 published as insert in August 
Bw'i NEW S. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

GOAL CITIES IN THE UNITED STATES 

FOR THE WORLD CRUSADE AT HOME 

CHin hnil'!9 
flltSid.nt Baha'j$ 

NEW ENGLAND STATES 

Bangor 

NEW HAMpSHIRE: Concord 
Keene 

MASSACHUSETTS: Brookline 

VERMONt': 

CONNtr:'I1CUT : 

RHODE ISLAND: 

Ipswich 
Malden 

Burlington 

Hamden 

East Providence 
Pawtucket 

NORTH ATLANTIC STATES 

NEW YORK: Ithaca 
l\lamaroneck 
New Rochelle 
Niagara Falls 
Poughkeepsie 
Schenectady 
Utica 
Waterloo 

Citi.s hning no 
reiidnt Baha'i. 

Augusta 
Lewiston 

Manchester 
Nashua 

Brockton 
Fall River 
Holyoke 
Lowell 
Lynn 
New Bedford 
Newton 

Rutland 

Bridgeport 
New Britain 

Cranston 
Woonsocket 

Albany 
Elmira 
Troy 

PCNNSYLVANIA: 

NEW JERSEY: 

Cities having 
re5ident Baha'j:&. 

Altoona 
Erie 

Atlantic City 
Camden 
Trenton 

CENTRAL ATLANTIC STATES 

WEST VmGmIA: 

VmGINIA: 

DELAWARE: 

Huntington 

Newport News 
Norfolk 
Richmond 

NORTH CAROLINA: Charlotte 

SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES 

SOUTH CAROLINA: Charleston 
Columbia 

GEORGIA: 

Cities havin9 no 
resident B. h. 'is 

Allentown 
Chester 
Harrisburg 
J,ancaster 
Reading 
Wilkes barre 
York 

Rayonne 
Clifton 
Elizabeth 
Paterson 

Roanoke 
Staunton 

Dover 

Durham 
Raleigh 
Winston Salem 

Savannah 
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Citias havin9 Citie-s having no Cities having Cities having ne 
resident Baha'i$ IEisident Baha'is nsid&nt Bahoiil'is relident Baha'is 

FLORmA: Jacksonville 
SOUTH CENTRAL STATES Miami Beach 

St. Augustine 
OKLAHOMA: Enid Tampa Tulsa 

TENNESSEE: Chattanooga ARKANSAS: North Little Rock Fort Smith 

KANSAS: Kansas City Emporia 
GULF STATES Wichita 

MIsSISSIPPI: Gulfport Meridian MISSOURI: Independence 

Lou:rsIAN A: Baton Rouge 
S!. Joseph 

Shreveport 
Springfield 

ALABAMA: Mobile 
TEXAS: Austin Fort Worth 

Galveston 
NORTH CENTRAL STATES 

EAST CENTRAL STATES NORTII DAKOTA: Grand Forks Bismarck 

MICHIGAN: Highland Park Ilay City SoUTH DAKOTA: Rapid City 

Kalamazoo Jackson NEBRASKA: Lincoln 
Niles 
Pontiac 
Port Huron ROCKY MOUNTAIN STATES 
Royal Oak Township 

COLORADO: Pueblo Greeley Wyandotte 

INDIANA: East Chicago Michigan City NEW MEXICO: Roswell 
F:vansville Santa Fe 
Gary WYOMING: Caspar Sheridan 
Hammond Cheyenne 
Terre Haute 

OHID: Akron Canton NORTHWESTERN STATES J .orain Warren 
Youngstown OREGON: Corvallis Eugene 

KENTUCKY: Lexington Covington Pendleton Medford 
Salem 

WASffiNGTON: Everett Bellingham 
CENTRAL STATES Walla Walla Olympia 

Yakima 
IUJNOIS: Aurora 

IDAHO: Berwyn Pocatella Lewiston 
Cicero MONTANA: Billings 
Decatur Missoula 
East St. Louis 
Elgin 
Glencoe SOUTHWESTERN STATES 
Joliet 
Rockford ARIZONA: FlagstafI Globe 

WISCONSIN: Fond du Lac La Crosse 
Prescott 

Green Bay NEVADA: T ·as Vegas 
Oshkosh Sparks 
Sheboygan 

C ALIFOHNIA: Bakersfield Eureka Superior 
Huntington Park Hayward Waukesha 
Ontario Redding 

IOWA: Council Bluffs Pomona Riverside 
Davenport San Jose Stockton 
Des Moines Santa Ana 
Dubuque Santa Cruz 
Sioux City 

UTAH: Ogden 
MINNESOTA: St. Cloud Provo 
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AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

Site for Mashriqu'I-Adhkar Sought 

Acting upon the instructions of the 
Guardian regarding the selection 
and purchase "of the site of the first 
Mawriqu'l-A<llikar in the Antipodes, 
to be situated either within or in 
the immediate outskirts of, the city 
of Sydney ... ", Youth members and 
other Baha'is have made two excur
sions of inspection through Sydney 
and its environs. Two particularly 
lovely sites have been marked-one 
overlooking Rose Bay and the other 
in view of Harbour Bridge. 

The search continues. 

T ra nslations Begun 

By arrangement with the National 
Spiritual Assembly of India, Paki
stan and Burma. Australia and New 
Zea]and are to be responsible for the 
translation of Baha'i literature into 
fourteen Pacific area languages. The 
pamphlet "The Baha'i Faith-A 
Faith for Unity" which was used 
with conspicuous success in Africa, 
is to be translated into Samoan as 
a beginning of this work. 

EGYPT AND SUDAN 

Pioneering Report 

Mr. Mustapha Salem arrived in 
Tripoli, Libya on July 15. (Consoli
dation) 

Mrs. Asia Zein, with her two chil
dren has joined her husband Feridon 
Zein, pioneering in Benghazi, Libya. 

Alexandria Summer School 

The Baha'i Summer School was 
held in Alexandria, Egypt, during 
the month of August. A great step 
toward the realization of the princi
ple of the equality of men and wom
en in the East was made. For the 
first time, it was possible for wom
en to attend the sessions of the sum
mer school and enjoy full participa
tion in its activities. 

Saha'f Temple in Newsreel 

Fox 
films 

Movietone News projected 
of the dedication of the 

Mawriqu'l-A<llikar at Wilmette, Illi
nois, U.S.A., in all of the important 
movie houses throughout Egypt. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN, BURMA 

Pioneering Report 

Mrs. Salis a Kermani and Mrs. 
Shirin Noorani opened Karikal, 
French India, to the Faith on Au, 
gust 30. 

The National Spiritual Assembly is 
developing pioneer projects for the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Bhu
tan, Mahe, Diu and the Socotra Is
lands. 

Translations 

pakista.n is proceeding with the 
translation of Baha'i literature into 
Balochi, Panjabi and Pashto. 

A believer in Shantiniketan has 
lUldertaken the work of making 
translations into Tibetan, Javanese 
and Mongolian. 

The translation of Baha'i writings 
into Manipuri is being done in Mani
pur itself. 

Believers in Sarawak, Colombo 
and Bangkok are at work on the 
Chungchia, Kado, Kopu. Na-Hsi, 
Pali, Annamese, Tho and Siamese 
I angua ges. , 

An offer from Shanghai, China, to 
translate Baha'i literature into sev
en Chinese and Russian languages 
has been accepted and this difficult 
task is begun. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
National Spiritual Assembly 

Makes Crusade Plans 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of South America held its second 
meeting of the year in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, July 26-31. where plans 
were worked out for opening the 
nine virgin territories assigned to 
South America, for the consolidation 
of existing assemblies and groups, 
and for extension teaching work to 
increase the number of assemblies 
and groups, as well as for the next 
annual Convention. 

Extension Teaching in 
Argentina and Chile 

Members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of South America, making 
use of the great distances they must 
travel to and from their regular 
meetings. visited Rio de Janeiro and 
Sao Paulo in Brazil; Quilpue, Santi-

OeTOBER 

ago, Valparaiso and Vina del Mar in 
Chile and Lima, Peru, as traveling 
teachers. In Santiago, a talk on "The 
Need for a Universal Language" 
was given at the Chilean-North 
American Cultural Institute. 

Also, two radio talks were pre
sented, over different stations. 

South America Represented 
at New Delhi 

After the meeting in Buenos Aires, 
Mrs. Fabienne GuilJon left South 
America to visit various Baha'i cen
ters in Europe and Asia on the way 
to the Fourth Intercontinental 
Baha'i Conference in New Delhi, In
dia, where she will be the represen
tative of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of South 
America. 

Extension Teaching in 
Argentin. and Chile 

The communities of Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, and Santiago, Chile, work
ing together with smaller and yOWlg
er AssembHes and groups, are sys
tematically and enthusiastically en
gaged in carrying the Message of 
Baha'u'llah to near-by communities. 

lea rning by letter 

In spite of more than fifteen hun· 
dred miles separating them from a 
Baha'i teacher, a group of eighteen 
people in the town of Barra do Cor
da, in the interior of the state of 
Maranhao, Brazil, meet regular]y to 
study the Bah,,'i Writings. In 1950, a 
resident of the town was attracted 
by a newspaper article about the 
Centenary of the Bab's Martrydom. 
He wrote to the Rio de Janeiro 
Baha'i Community for information 
and literature. Since then, from the 
Portuguese translation of Baha'u'llah 
and the New Era and through cor
respondence with the Rio de Janeiro 
Teaching Committee, a regular 
study group has developed to the 
point where eighteen students now 
are deepening their understanding of 
the Administrative Order. 

The Source of love 

The advent of the prophets and the 
revelation of the Holy Books is in
tended to create love between souls 
and friendship between the inhabi
tants of the earth. Real love is impos
sible unless one turn his face towards 
God and be attracted to His Beauty, 

Baha'i World Faith-page 364. 
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Bands of the Cause from Persia. Africa and Germany a.t Baba'i SUmmer School. 
¥.ssUOgeJl, Germany. August 9-15, 1953:. Witb them are believers frem Austrla. 

England, France. Germany. Italy, switzerla.nd and the United Sta.tes. 

ASIA TEACHING COMMITIEE 

Pioneer Opportunities Open 

Response to the appeal for pio
neers in the July BAHA'i NEWS ex
ceeded the fOlldest expectations of 
the As.ia Teaching Committee. The 
zeal, the dedication and faith of the 
many volunteers who offered to pio
neer in the Asian field are truly in
spiring. The Asia Teaching Com
mittee has tried to meet each offer 
promptly. 

The Asian field is not readily con
quered. Despite concerted efforts by 
pioneers, committee members and 
other believers. the virgin areas still 
await their first arrival. Permission 
to settle is difficult to obtain for all 
these areas. Housing shortages, po
litical and security considerations 
and a desire to protect native popu
lations are back of this apparent 
lack of hospitality. 

All has not been in vain, however, 
as these examples demonstrate: 

In the face of almost hopeless 
odds! one pioneer persisted in her 
efforts to obtain a job in the Caroline 
Islands, until one day a cablegram 
came offering her the position she 
wanted, in her field of training and 
experience, with the government of 
the Trust Territories of the Pacific. 

Another pioneer ~ after her applica
tion for entry to the Tonga Islands 
had been rejected, declared, "The 
Guardian wants pi.oneers in those is-

lands. I will head that way." Her 
baggage is now on a cargo boat 
bound for Suva in the Fiji Islands. 
She will follow soon. to settle in ei
ther the Cook Islands or American 
Samoa. These she regards as step
ping-stones to Tonga. 

Our objectives are God-given. 
They are for the education and wel
fare of human beings wherever they 
may be. Sustained by this belief, our 
committee has endeavored to find 
ways to reach the peoples in our ter
ritories. We share our findings with 
fellow believers so that those who 
have the qualifications may get in 
touch with us without delay. 

The urgent need is for pioneers 
who meet one or more of these re
quirements: 

1. Qualify for a job 
2. Possess experience and facul

ties to enter some business 
3. Have means of support. 

Let no one be discouraged by 
these requirements. Every Baha'i 
has a place to work. Those who meet 
these requirements will pave the 
way and make it possible for others 
to follow. 

There are jobs in 
ritories (Mariana. 
Marshall Islands). 

the Trust Ter
Caroline and 

For men 18 to 50 years of age as: 

carpenters construction workers 
electricians engineers 
insurance claim adjusters 
mechanics storekeepers 

For women, 21 to 45, there are 
openings as clerk stenographers. 

9 

Salaries are good, but no families 
are allowed in most areas as the 
housing shortage is acute. For de
tails. write: 

Miss Charlotte Linfoot 
156 Nova Drive 
Piedmont 10. California 

Following the Guardian's instruc· 
tions we are sending pioneers only 
to vi~gin areas at this time, but con~ 
solidation work has not been neglect
ed. Contact has been established 
with believers in Japan, Formosa. 
Korea and the Philippines and con
sultation with them has begun 
on literature, translation, teaching 
plans, etc. There is great potential 
there, to be used later. First, Jet us 
settle the virgin areas. 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
TEACHING COMMITIEE 

This committee is concerned with 
all the goals in the Western Hemis
phere (outside of the continental 
United States) which have been as
signed to our NSA by the Guardian 
in the Global Crusade. 

The work of opening our four vir
gin goals and the twenty-three oth· 
ers assigned to our sister NSAs in 
this hemisphere has been progress
ing rapidly. In some of these latter 
we have been allowed to add our 
pioneers to those arising in the Ca· 
nadian. Central and South American 
Communities. 

As these victories are being won, 
we will be able to devote more of 
our attention to the promotion of the 
consolidation of the Faith in the' Ha
waiian Islands and Puerto-Rico, the 
establishment of a National Spiritual 
Assembly in Alaska, and the assist
ing in the formation of the twenty 
Latin American National Spiritual 
Assemblies. 

This consolidation work extends 
the opportunities for pioneering to 
those friends who may not have 
realized their heart's desire of open
ing a virgin goal. Most territories 
still have too few local assemblies 
and many new localities must be 
opened to the Faith. These chal
lenges require the same pioneering 
spirit. and the existing Local Spir
itual Assemblies to be strengthened 
require the same selfless devotion. 
We will be glad to hear from any 
of the friends who are interested in 
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held, the following schedule of Area 
Conferences n1ay be added. 

NEW ENGLAND STATES 

Newton Center, Massachusetts, 
Oct, 18 

CENTRAL ATLANTIC STATES 

Washington) D. C' 7 

SoUTH ATLANTIC STATES 

Jacksonville, Florida, 

NORTH CENTRAL STATES 

Oct. 17 

Sept. 13 

Sioux Falls:. South Dakota, 
"early Oct. PI 

SoUTH CENTR..oU, STATES 

Kansas City, Missouri, 
Some of the beUevers who met • Abdu'i-Bao during His visit to Ute United states. CENTRAL STATE'S 
pbotographed during the Second Baha.'i Intercontinental Conference. May, 1953. 

at Chicago, IUinois. St. Paul, Mi!lnesota, 

Oct. 18 

Sept. 27 

serving in these fields. Also. any in
formation the friends may have 
leading to employment opportunities 
or contacts for the Faith in these 
territories will be most welcome. 

The friends interested in the Latin 
Americas are strongly urged to con·· 
sult with this committee before writ
ing or approaching any representa
tive of a La tin American govern
ment. Because of varying local con
ditions it is too easily possible for 
an innocent inquiry to close the 
doors to later settlers. 

Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, sec'y. 
73 College Road West 
Princeton, New Jersey 

HOME FRONT CRUSADE 

The American National Teaching 
Committee urges that all large As
semblies appoint a Home Front Cru
sade Committee whose functions 
shall be to seek out. encourage and 
inspire those members of the com
munity who can do so to pioneer in 
goal areas; to assist them in every 
possible way, through consultation, 
to accomplish their purpose, in co
operation with the American Nation
al Teaching Committee and its 12 
Area Committees and with the 
other National Committees con
cerned with the World Crusade. 

Smaller Assemblies should also 
form a Home Front Crusade Com
mittee to concern itself with teach
ing in goal cities, or in extension 
fields nearby, even though members 
cannot be spared from the commu
nity for settling. 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

Pioneer Teacher at Apache Reservation 

The American Indian Service Com~ 
mittee is happy to report the arrival 
of the first pioneer on an Indian 
Reservation. Miss Grace Catherine 
Dean has obtained a position as 
teacher in the elementary school at 
Bylas on the San Carlos Apache Res~ 
ervation in east central Arizona. 

Information for Prospective 
Pioneers 

The Committee has compiled in
formation about the goal spots cho
sen for pioneering, and is continuing 
to collect data about the many In
dian tribes as assistance to believers 
who want to enter this teaching 
field. Any prospective pioneer can 
obtain this information and will have 
the full cooperation of the Commit
tee in his study of the local condi
tions, a study essential for all who 
approach the challenging task of 
teaching the Indians. Address in
quiries to: 

Mrs. Nancy Phillips, Secretary 
736 Encanto Drive S. E. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

AREA TEACHING 
CONFERENCES 

Consultation on means for achiev~ 
ing the goaJs of the Ten Year Cru
sade is taking place across the 
United States ;.IS Area Teaching Com
mittees hold Conferences. To the 
highly succes..,ful meetings already 

GULF STATES 

Dallas, Texas, Sept. 12-13 
New Orleans, LouiSiana, Sept. 26-27 
San Antonio, Texas, Sept. 26-27 
Jackson, Mississippi, Oct. 10-11 
Houston, Texas, Oct. 10-11 

SoUTHW&STERN STATES 

Tucson, Arizona, 
Reno, Nevada, 
Pasadena, California t 

Salt Lake City, Utah, 

Sept. 20 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 20 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
September 23, the sixtieth anniver

sary of the day when the Baha'i 
Faith was first mentioned in the 
United States, was the occasion for 
observances in some 1200 localities. 

The communities of Bergen Coun
ty, New Jersey, merge their money 
and effort to publicize and conduct 
a continuing series of Sunday meet
ings at Evergreen Cabin, West En
glewood. 

A Memorial Service for Thornton 
Chase, first declared believer in the 
United States, was held September 
30 at Inglewood Park Cemetery, In
glewood, California. 

A Wondrous Day 

"Great indeed is this Day! The 
allusions made to it in all the sacred 
Scriptures as the Day of God attest 
its greatness. The soul of every Pro
phet of God, of every Divine Mes
senger, ha th thirs ted for this won
drous Day. All the divers kind reds 
of the earth have, likewise, yearned 
to attain it." 

Mission of Bah<i'u'll<ih-page 6 
Jubilee Pamphlet 
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The Baha'i House of WorsbJp, apJWOa.ch and ga.rdens at tbe corner of Linden AYenue aDd Sheridan Road, Wilmette 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
God and His Messengers. By David 
Hofman. Published by George Ron
ald, England. Concerning this book 
for children, Dr. Genevieve COY. Psy· 
chologist, DaHon School, New York 
City states: •• This is a book which 
children from 4 to 8 years of age will 
enjoy and remember. It presents the 
stories of the great World Educators 
in language the children themselves 
would speak if they were telling 
them - in vivid. lively, concrete 
words." Ideal for gift. 101

' by 71;2", 
64 pp. six colored illustrations, bOlUld 
in red cloth, attractive jacket. Avail
able early December or if ordered by 
October 25. Orders will be recorded. 
........................... $2.00 NET 
The Spiritual Mean!ng of Adversity. 
By Mamie Seto. A new edition with 
attractively designed yellow cover, 
stamped with brown. 10 copies .. $.50 
100 copies ....................... $4.50 

The Meaning of Worship. By Horace 
Holley. A new pamphlet carrying the 
text of the address delivered at the 

Baha'i Centenary Public Meeting in 
New Trier High School, Winnetka, 
Illinois, May I, 1953. Line drawing of 
the Baha'i Temple on cover. 8'hx5t;2, 
brown ink on India paper. 

Each ....................... $.10 
50 copies ................... $4.50 

Questions About the Second Com
ing, with answers by George Town
shend. These answers are in reply 
to questions asked by the Baha'is of 
Kampala, Uganda, Africa. See arti
cle in September BAHA'i NEWS, page 
15, 12 pp., 9'74 X 6"", colored paper 
cover. 

Per copy .......... $ .25 
!'welve copies. _ .. __ $2.5) 

Know Your Literature 

The World Faith of Bah"'u'lI,,h: A 
Summary of Its Aims, Teachings, 
History .and Administrative_ Order. 
8% x 11, 2-page folder (former Pub
lic Relations Committee item). Is
sued sometime ago as a smaller 
pamphlet. The statistical data is not 
up to date, but this is still useful 
teaching material at a very reason
able price. Per copy ... $.01 

Reduced Price 
Jubilee Calendar, 1953. Our 1953 

calendar, commemorating this Iioly 
Year. illustrated with the attractive 
drawing of the Temple and grounds 
by Carl Scheffler, belongs in every
one's personal Jubilee mementoes. 
Available at a reduced price on all 
orders received after October 15 to 
Assembly and Group librarians only. 

Five copies ... $.50 

Concern Yourselve. With 
Present-Day Need. 

"The All-Knowing Physician hath 
His finger on the pulse of mankind. 
He perceiveth the disease, and pre
scribeth, in His unerring wisdom, the 
remedy. Every age hath its own 
problem, and every soul its particu
lar a spira tion. The remedy the 
world needeth in its present-day af
flictions can never be the same as 
that which a subsequent age may re
q lire. Be anxiou sly concerned with 
the needs of the age ye live in, and 
center your deliberations on its ex· 
igencies an.d requirements. H 

Mission of Baha'u'!!ah-page 10 
Jubilee Pamphlet 



HOLY DAYS 
October 20, Birth of the Bab 
November 12, Birth of Baha'u'llah 
November 26, Day of the Covenant 
November 28, Ascension of 
'Abdu'!-Baha (1:00 A.M.) 

JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
4th BaM.'i Intercontinental Confer· 

ence, New Delhi, Indi a - Octo
ber 7·15. 

FEASTS 
October 16 - 'lim, Knowledge 
November 4 - Qudrat, Power 
November 23 - Qawl, Speech 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
INGS 

November 6, 7, 8 

MEET· 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered, under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
aTe 'United through Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord! Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace . .. n 

-' Abdu'l-Bah<i 

Pasadena, California - Miss Lois Ellen 
MacBird to Mr. Francis Woodford 
Cooper, June 19, 1953. 

ChIcago, I1linois - Miss Gloria Ullmer 
to Mr. James Dougal, August 15, 1953. 

New York, New York - Miss Joan Mar. 
quardt to Mr. Fred Sudhop, August 
22, 1953. 

OCTO II. 

(( Death 'PTojJereth unto every confi,
dent believeT the cup th.-at is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bear", of gladness. It conf_Treth the 
gift oj everlasting life/' 

Mrs. Twila MacCrae 
Oak Park, Illinois 
July 18, 1953 

Mrs, Agnes Mead 
MinneapOlis. Minnesota 
April 21, 1953 

Miss Ella M. Bailey 
Berkeley. California 

-Bahci,lu'lMh 

(Died in Tripoli, as pioneer) 
August 30, 1953 

Mrs. Marie Hopper 
Greenwich, Connecticut 
August 22, 1953 

Mr. L. W. Eggleston 
Davison, Michigan 
September 5, 1953 
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A CONCERTED, 
SUPERHUMAN. EFFORT 

Cable from the Guardian 
Transmit (the) following joyful tid

ings National Spiritual Assemblies 
(of the) Baha'i World. World spirit
ual crusade, mightiest agency yet 
conceived (for the) systematic exe
cution (of) 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine 
Plan, (has been) befittingly ushered 
in through successive, magnificent 
victories won (by) Baha'u'll3.h's cru
saders (in) virgin territories (in) 
every continent (of the) globe. 

Four months (have) elapsed since 
its glorious inauguration amidst cli
max (of) festivities commemorating 
(the) Centenary (of the) inception 
(of) His Mission, immortalized (by 
the) opening (of) no less (than) 
twenty-eight territories (and) 
islands, nine (in) Europe. eight (in) 
America, six (in) Mrica, five (in) 
Asia, constituting (a) dispersal un
precedented (in) its rapidity (and) 
scope (during) eleven decades (of) 
Baha'i history. 

(The) number (of) pioneers (who) 
responded (to the) call (for) settle
ment (of) open (and) unopened ter
ritories (on the) planet passed (the) 
three hundred mark: over (a) hun
dred (and) fifty (from) America, 
over fifty (from) Europe, over forty 
(from) Africa, over forty (from) 
Asia:'· (The) number (of) prospective 
pioneers (to) virgin areas (is) over 
forty., All Western Hemisphere (and) 
African areas allocated (to the) Unit
ed States National Assembly, as well 
as all European areas allocated (to 
fue) various National Assemblies, 
(have been) assigned. 

(The) Roll (of) Honor designed 
(to) perpetuate (the) memory (of 
the) exploits (of the) spiritual con
querors (is) already inscribed (with 

BAHA'I YEAR 110 NOYEMBER. 1953 

COMPLETED SHRINE OF THE BAB 

The first photograph received of the completed Sbrine of the Bib on 
Mount Ca.rmel, Haifa. Israel 
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the) names (of the) following pio
neers, together (with their) respec~ 
tive territories, amounting (to) al
most (a) fourth (of the) number re
quired (for the) attainment (of the) 
paramount objective (of the) open
ing phase (of the) ten year plan. 
Sahail Samandari, Italian Somali
land; Mary (and) Rex Collison, Dun
duzu Chisizwa, Ruanda-Urundi; Izza
tu'llilh Zahrai, Southern. Rhodesia; 
Ghulamal Kurlawala, Daman; Gail 
(and) Jameson Bond, FTanklin; 
Roshan Aftabi, Feroza Yaganagi, 
Goa; Rose Perkal, Jack Huffman, 
Kodiak Island; Mr. (and) Mrs. 
Arthur Crane, Key West; Sa eed 
Nahvi, Shyan Behrarila1, Pondi
cherry,' Udainarayan Singh, Sikkim; 
Fred Schechter, French 80m a !Hand; 
Virginia Orbison, Balearic Islands; 
Mr. (and) Mrs. Amin Banani, 
GTeece; 'Abbas Vakil, Cyf>T1LS; Ger
trude Eisenberg, Canary Islands; 
Dick Stanton, Keewatin; Mr. (and) 
Mrs. Jenabe Caldwell, Aleutian Is
fands; Edythe MacArthur, Queen 
ChaTlotte Islands; Hushmand Manu
chihri, Liechtenstein; E skU Ljung
berg, FaToe Islands; Mildred Clark 
(and) Loyce Lawrence, Lofoten Is
lands; Salisa Kirmani, Shirin Nurani, 
Karikal; Zia'u'llilh Asgarzadeh, Eve
lyn Baxter, Channel Islands; Kay 
Weston, Magdalen Islands; Julius 
Edwards, Northern. Territories PTo
tectorate; Doris Richardson, Grand 
Manan Island.; Charles Dunning, 
Orkney rslands; Nellie French, 
Monaco. 

Countries (in which) Baha'is re
side now aggregate over (one) hun· 
dred fifty. Over seventy (have been) 
added (in the) course (of the) nine 
years separating (the) first (and) 
second Jubilees. 

(The) festivities (of the) Holy 
Year, so splendidly inaugurated, at
taining (the) high water mark (on 
the) occasion (of the) Ninetieth An
niversary (of the) declaration (of 
the) Mission (of the) Founder (of 
the) Faith, (are) approaching (their) 
end. Appeal entire body (of) His fol
lowers (to) exert (a) concerted, su
perhuman effort (to) celebrate, 
through acceleration (of their) dis
persal, (the) conclusion (of the) 
world-wide rejoicings, (and) pay 
worthy tribute (to) His memory, 
through as close (an) approach (to 
the) two hundred mark as possible 
(of the) total number (of) sovereign 
States, Dependencies, (and) Islands 
compnsmg (the) orbit (of) His 
irresistibly expanding Faith, achiev-

ing thereby a feat paralleling, (in 
the) eyes (of) posterity, (the) tri
umphant completion (of the) super
structu re (of the) Sepulchre (of) its 
Co-Founder (at the) BaM.'; World 
Center (in the) Holy Land. 

Haifa, Israel 
September 20, 1953 

--saoam 

COMMENTARY: NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSItM!lt..Y 

Beloved Friends: 

The -Baha~is oftlie entire world are 
blessed with the Hjoyful tidings" 
which the revered Guardian has ca
bled. We are profoundly grateful that 
he feels that the World Crusade has 
been "befittingly ushered in" by 
j'm agnificent victories" won in 
"every continent of the globe." 

In this message the Guardian lists 
those pioneers who have already 
been inscribed on the Roll of Honor. 
Baha'i history begins to record those 
believers who have arisen to seek 
new homes in virgin territories and 
sound the call of the teachings to 
those who are spiritually prepared. 
Baha'is are now found in more than 
one hundred and fifty COWl tries. 

Each blessing bestowed upon the 
followers of Baha'u'llith is twofold: 
It signalizes honor paid for achieve
ment, and it points to the greater 
achievements that lie ahead. Thus 
the crucial point of this message is 
Shoghi Effendi's appeal to the "en
tire body of His followers t, to bring 
as close to the number of two hun
dred as possible by the end of Holy 
Year the COtul tries opened up to the 
Message in East and West. 

NOVEMIER, 1953 

To intensify the collective effort to 
bring this about within the few re~ 
maining weeks, the National Assem· 
bly not only airmailed copies of this 
message to other National Assemblies 
but also cabled them the substance 
of this appeal. By long distance tele
phone the Assembly also communi
cated with the U. S. Intercontinental 
Teaching Committees, to find out 
what new projects could be put un~ 
der way. The result was that the 
Guardian was informed by cable on 
September 27 that pioneers would de
part to twenty-four virgin territories 
before the end of Holy Year, in addi
tion to the projects previously re~ 
ported to him. 

Thus one half of the new and chal
lenging world task has already been 
accomplished by the Bah,,'is of the 
United States. We may be confident 
that the new settlements arranged 
by the other Assemblies will, if they 
do not amount to the twenty·six goals 
needed, bring the total very close 
to the desired number of two hun~ 
dred. Such achievements inspire us 
all to loftier heights of endeavor and 
enlarge our vision to behold the pos· 
sibility of success beyond what could 
have been accomplished before the 
World Crusade began. 

__ The National Assembly is com
pleting its data on the progress of 
the pioneering effort throughout the 
world to the end of Holy Year, and 
will a s soon as possible publish in 
BAHA'i NEWS a complete summary of 
virgin territories occupied. or defin
itely assigned to pioneers, or still 
apen to new pioneer applications. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

THE GUARDIAN'S CABLE TO THE 
FOURTH INTERCONTINENTAL TEACHING 

CONFERENCE, NEW DELHI, INDIA 
A Triple Bounty 

(On the) occasion (of the) con
clusion (of the) Holy Year (I am) 
overjoyed (to share the) following 
triple announcement (with the) at
tendants (at the) fourth (and) final 
Intercontinental Teaching Confer· 
ence, marking (the) termination (of) 
festivities associated (with the) 
Centenary (of the) Birth (of) 
Bahi'u'llah's Prophetic Mission. 

(The) five-year-old, three-quarter 
million dollar enterprise, constitut
ing (the) final stage (in the) initial 
epoch (of the) evolutionary process 
initiated over sixty years ago (by 
the) Founder (of the) Faith, (in the) 

heart (of the) Mountain (of) God, 
(is) consummated. (The) finishing 
touches (of the) installation (of) 
stained glass windows (in the) Drum 
(and) Octagon, (the) removal (of) 
scaffolding (from the) exterior (and) 
interior (of the) edifice, (the) in· 
terior calcimining (of the) Dome. 
Drum (and) Octagon, tuckpointing, 
cleaning (and) fioodlighting (the) en
tire Structure (have been) complet
ed, synchronizing (with the) closing 
weeks (of the) glorious, twelve
month annals (of the) Holy Faith. 

(A) steadily swelling throng (of) 
visitors (from) far (and) near, (on) 
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Tbe Shrine of the Bab, overlooking Haifa., Israel 

many days exceeding (a) thousand, 
(is) flocking (the) gates leading (to 
the) Inner Sanctuary (of this) ma
jestic mausoleum; paying homage 
(to the) Queen of Carmel en
throned (on) God's Mountain, crown
ed (in) glowing gold, robed (in) 
shimmering white, girdled (in) em
erald green, enchanting every eye 
from air. sea, plain (and) hill. 

(r am) moved (to) request (the) 
attendants (at the) Conference (to) 
hold (a) befitting memorial gather
ing (to) pay tribute (to the) Hand 
(of the) Cause, Sutherland Maxwell, 
immortal architect (of the) Arcade 
(and) Superstructure (of the) Shrine. 
(I) feel, moreover, acknowledge
ment (should) be made (at the) 
same gathering (to the) unflagging 
labors (and) vigilance (of the) Hand 
(of the) Cause, Ugo Giachery, (in) 
negotia ting con tr acts, inspecting 
(and) despatching all materials re
quired (for the) construction (of the) 
Edifice, as wen as (of the) assiduous, 
constant care (of the) Hand (of the) 
Cause, Leroy loas, (in) supervising 
(the) construction (of) both Drum 
(and) Dome. To two doors (of the) 

Shrine recently named after (the) 
first two aforementioned Hands, 
(the) Octagon Door, now added, 
(will) henceforth (be) associated 
(with the) third Hand who cantril>
uted (to the) raising (of this) stately, 
sacred Structure. 

(The) second annolUlcement (is 
that the) world-wide process (of the) 
settlement (of) virgin areas (of the) 
globe (has been) accelerated (by 
the) arrival (of the) following pio
neers (at their) respective posts: 
Cora Oliver, British Honduras; 
Carole (and) Dwight Allen, GTeece; 
Mr. (and) Mrs. Xavier Rodrigues, 
POTtuguese Guinea; Brigitte Hassel
blatt, Shetlands; Elizabeth Hopper, 
Ada Schott, Sara Kenny (and) Mrs. 
Duffield, Madeira; H, J, Snider, Key 
West; Hugh McKinley and mother, 
Cyprus; Max Kenyerezi, French 
Equatorial Africa; Elsa Grossmann, 
Frisian Islands; Helen Robinson, 
BaTanof; Mr. (and) Mrs. Ted An
derson, Yukon; Tabendeh Payman, 
San Marino, swelling (the) Roll of 
Honor, raising (the) number (of) 
territories (within the) pale (of the) 

Faith (to one) hundred sixty·five. 
Two additional pioneers (are) pro-
ceeding (to) leper colonies (in) Puer
to Rico (and) French Guiana. Two 
valiant pioneers (from) India (and) 
America (are) preparing entry 
(into) Tibet. Two more members 
(of the) United States National As· 
sembly (have) volunteered (to) pio
neer, raising (the) number (to) five. 
United States pioneers (are) depart
ing (to) twenty.four virgin terri· 
tories ere (the) conclusion (of the) 
Holy Year. (The) Feast (of) Names 
(was) celebrated last August (by) 
two stalwart Crusaders (at the) 
weather station (at) Buchanan Bay 
(on) desolate Ellesmere Island, lat
itude seventy-nine, less (than) seven 
hundred miles (from the) North 
Pole. (The) irresistibly unfolding 
Crusade (has been) sanctified (by 
the) death (of) heroic, eighty-eight 
year old Ella Bailey, elevating her 
(to the) rank (of the) Martyrs (of 
the) Faith, shedding further lu,ter 
(on the) American Baha'i Commu· 
nity (and) consecrating (the) soil 
(of the) fast awakening African Con.· 
tinent. 

1 



The ShriDe of the B&b ~ seen from the 
surroUDCling gardens 
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(The) third announcement (is that) 
preliminary steps (have been) taken, 
aiming (at the) acquisition (of an) 
extensive area (at the) head (of the) 
Holy Mountain, scene (of the) Reve
lation (of the) Tablet (of) Carmel. 
preparatory (to the) purchase (of 
the) site (for the) future Mother 
Ma'!!:triqu'I·Ad.!Jkar (of the) Holy 
Land, made possible (by the) muni
ficent hundred thousand dollar do
nation (of the) Hand (of the) Cause, 
Amelia Collins, signalizing (the) op
ening (of the) second stage (in the) 
unfoldment (of the) mighty process 
set (in) motion (by the) Author 
(of the) Faith. 

A Triple Responsibility 

(This) triple bounty vouchsafed 
(the) Community (of the) Most 
Great Name, scattered (over the) 
face (of the) planet, calls for tre
mend-c)Us, immediate, concerted ex
ertion (by the) assembled believers 
(in order) adequately (to) discharge 
(this) triple responsibility. FIRST, 
redoubled consecration (to the) pio
neering task, particularly (in the) 
Pacific area emphasized (in the) 
Tablets (of the) Divine Plan, rais
ing thereby, ere adjournment (of 
the) Conference, (the) n umber (of) 
territories opened (to the) Faith or 
assigned pioneers (for) immediate 
settlement (to) above two hundred. 
SECOND, (the) demonstration (of) in
creasing self-sacrifice through (the) 
inauguration (of) Funds (for the) 
purchase (of) land (for) future 

Temples (on the) Asiatic continent 
(and the) Antipodes, (in) Baglldad, 
New Delhi (and) Sydney, (I am) 
contributing three thousand pounds 
(for the) furtherance (of these) meri
torious enterprises. THIRD~ earnest 
consultation (by) representatives (of 
the) Persian (and) 'Iraqi National 
Assemblies, directly concerned (with 
lhel Holy Task, with (the) assem
bled Hands (of the) Cause (on) ways 
(and) means (to) conduct (a) thor
ough investigation (to) ensure pur
chase (of the) Holy Places, particu
larly (the) site (of the) Siyah-Chill, 
(the) Cradle (of the) Revelation (to 
the) Author (of the) Faith, as well 
as (the) identification (and) trans
fer (to) Baha'i cemeteries (of the 
bodies of the) relatives (of the) 
Bab (and) Baha'u'llilh, constituting 
vital objectives (of the) Ten Year 
Plan. 

(I am) ardently hoping, fervently 
supplicating (that this) epochal Con
ference, setting (the) seal (on the) 

Detail of the CroWD aDd the gold. tiles of 
the Dome of the Shrlne of the Bib 
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celebration (of the) Second Baha'i 
Jubilee, (may) contribute (in an) 
unprecedented degree through (the) 
character (of) its deliberations, (the) 
solidity (of its) 'achievements, (the) 
scope (of its) accomplishments (to 
the) ultimate attainment (of the) 
shining goals (of the) World Cru
sade, destined (to) culminate (in the) 
not far distant Most Great Jubilee 
associated (with the) hundredth An
niversary (of the) Assumption (by) 
Baha 'u'llah (of) His Prophetic Of
fice. 

Haifa, Israel 
October, 1953 

-SUOGRI 

NOVEIII.Ea, 195J 

THE GUARDIAN'S CABLE 
TO HANDS OF THE CAUSE 
AT NEW DELHI 

(On the) eve (of the) conclusion 
(of the) festivities commemorating 
(the) Centenary (of the) Birth (of) 
Baha'u'llah's Ministry, (I am) moved 
(to) direct (the) following specific 
message (to the) Hands assembled 
(at the) Conference. In grateful rec
ognition (of the) multiple bounties 
showered (in) rapid succession 
(upon the) Army (of the) Lord (of) 
Hosts (during the) course (of the) 
Holy Year. auspiciously ushered (in) 
through (the) proclamation (of the) 
objectives (of the) World Crusade, 
whose opening months witnessed 
(the) convocation (in the) heart (of 
the) African Continent (of the) First 
Intercontinental Teaching Confer
ence; whose climax (was) signalized 
(by the) simultaneous holding (in 
the) heart (of) North America (of 
the) Intercontinental Conference (of 
the) Western Hemisphere, (the) 
Dedication (of the) Mother Temple 
(of the) West (and the) launching 
(of the) Ten Year Plan; whose rec
ord (has) been ennobled (by) two 
additional Intercontinental gather
ings, successively convened Un the) 
European (and) Asiatic Continents, 
all eleven Hands (are) called upon 
(to) arise (to) enhance (the) abiding 
value (of their) strenuous, exempla
ry labors (during the) last twelve 
months, constituting (the) initial 
chapter (in) their steadily unfolding 
world mission. 

(The) hour (is) propitious (on the) 
morrow (of the) last Intercontinent
al Conference (to) gird (your) loins 
(for) yet another, still wider disper-

DetaU. of the Dome of the Shrine of the 
Bab, seen from the scafl'olding 01 '&be 

hoist before this was removed 
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sal. extending (over) one or two 
months (and) embracing Asia. Af
rica (and) Australasia, (for the) 
purpose (of) establishing close con
tact (with the) National Assemblies, 
advising (and) assisting Local As
semblies (and) individuals (to) at
tain (the) goals (of the) globe-gir
dling Plan. 

(The) adoption (of the) following 
itinerary (is) recommended: Mason 
Remey, Dorothy Baker (and) Hor
ace Holley (to) India, Pakistan, Bur
ma (and) Ceylon; UgO Giachery (to) 
Persia; Valiyu'llah Varqa. Shu'a'u'
llah 'Ala'i (to) 'Iraq, Turkey (and) 
Egypt; Clara Dunn (and) 'Ali-Akbar 
Furiitan (to) Australia (and) New 
Zealand; Dhikru'lliib 'ibMem (to) 
Malaya (and) Japan; 1'ara~u'lliib 
Samandari (and) Musa Banani (to 
the) Arabian Peninsula. (I am) con· 
tributing three thousand pounds 
(for) assistance (in the) execution 
(of this) meritori-Ju5 enterprise. 

(I) urge (the) Persian, Indian, Au
stralian. Egyptian, (and) 'Iraqi Na
tional Assemblies (to) extend (the) 
utmost assi.stance, (to) arrange 
schedules, publicize (the) Faith 
wherever advisable, (and) direct Lo
ea] Assemblies (to) utilize every 
means (in their) power (to) add mo
mentum (to the) most ambitious un
dertaking (yet) embarked (upon by 
the) followers (of) Baha'u'llilh (dur
ing the one) hundred ten years (of) 
Baha'i history. 
Haifa. Israel -Suoom 
October, 1953 

A YEAR FOREVER 
SANCTIFIED 
Cable from the Guardian. to the 

Fourth Intercontinental Teaching 
Conference 

As (the) Holy Year expires (I am) 
overi oyed (to) announce (to the) as
seznbled believers no less (than) 
thirteen additions (to the) Roll (of) 
Honor since transmission (of the) 
last message (to the) Conference (a) 
week ago: Clair Gung, Southern 
Rhodesia; Ursula von Brunn, Frisian 
Islands; Richard Nolen (and) fam
ily, Azores; Katherine Meyer, Mar
garita Island; Geraldine Craney, 
Hebrides; Fawzi Zeinolabedin (and) 
family, Spanish Morocco; Manou
chihr Hezari, Morocco, International 
Zone; Earle Render I Leeward I s
!ands; Ted Cardell. Southwest Atri
ca; William Danjon, Andorra; Fred 
(and) Jean Allen, Cape Breton Is
!and; Frederick (and) Elizabeth 

Laws, Basutoland; Amin Batt, Rio 
de Oro. (The) total number (of) vir
gin areas, inscribed (on the) Scroll 
with (the) names (of) conquerors 
since (the) lauoching (of the) World 
Crusade last Ric;lvan, (has) mounted 
(to) fifty. (The) number (of) terri
tories included (in the) orbit (of the) 
Faith (has been) raised within (an) 
unbelievably short time (to one) 
hundred seventy-eight. marking (an) 
increase (of one) hundred countries 
since (the) celebration (of the) first 
Jubilee nine years ago. In addition, 
sixty lU10pened areas (are) bespo. 
ken, including (the) Ukraine (and) 
Albania. No more (than) eight 
volunteers (are) required (to) be 
despatched (to) Ashanti Protector
ate, Bechuanaland, Chagos Archipe
lago, Comoro Islands, Marquesas 
Islands, Marshall Islands, Spanish 
Sahara (and) Tonga Islands in order 
(to) ensure (the) attainment (of the) 
preeminent goal (of the) G'obal 
Crusade, excluding (the) Socialist 
Republics (and) satellite countries. 
(The) moment (has) arrived (for 
the) last day (of this) Ye", forever 
sanctified (in the) memory (of) fu
ture generations owing (to) its sa
cred associations. (to) be linked (with 
the) closing (of the) already narrow 
gap separating (the) vanguard (of 
the) Army (of) Crusaders (from) 
victory (in the) most glorious phase 
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(of the) grandest collective spiritual 
enterprise (yet) em barked (upon by 
the) organized, firmly knit commu
nities (of the) Most Great Name 
scattered (throughout the) planet. 

Haifa, Israel 
October 14, 1953 

-8B0Gm 

THE GUARDIAN'S MESSAGE TO THE 
NEW DELHI INTERCONTINENTAL CONFERENCE 
Presented by his Representative, Chartes Mason Remey 

To the Hands of the Cause, the members of the National Spiritual AA
semblies, the pioneers, the resident believers and visitors attending the 
Asian Intercontinental Teaching Conference in New Delhi, India. 

Well-beloved friends: 
With high hopes and a joyful heart 

I acclaim the convocation, in the 
leading city of the Indian sub-con
tinent, of the fourth and last of the 
Intercontinental Teaching Confer
ences of a memorable Holy Year 
commemorating the centenary of the 
birth of the prophetic Mission of 
Baha'u'liah. 

On this historic occasion, when 
the members of the National Spirit
ual Assemblies of the Baha'is of the 
United States of America, of the 
Dominion of Canada, of Central and 
South America, of Persia, of the In
dian sub·continent and of Burma, of 
'Iraq and of Australasia, as well as 
representatives of the sovereign 
sta tes and dependencies of the Asia
tic continent, of the Republics of 

North, Central and South America, 
and of Australia, New Zealand and 
Tasmania are assembled, and are to 
deliberate on the needs and require
ments of the recently launched tri
ple Campaign embracing the Asiatic 
mainland, the Australian continent 
and the islands of the Pacific Ocean 
-a campaign which may well be 
regarded as the most extensive, the 
most arduous and the most momen
tous of all the campaigns of a world
girdling Crusade, and whlch, in its 
scope, is unparalleled in the history 
of the Faith in the entire Eastern 
Hemisphere---my thoughts, on such 
an occasion, go back to the early 
dawn of our Faith, to those Wlfor
gettable scenes of matchless hero
ism, of dark tragedy, of imperish-



, 
able glory which hera'ded its birth, 
and accompanied the spread, of its 
infant Light in the heart of the Asia
tic continent. 

I vlvidly recall the meteoric rise 
of the Faith of the Bab in the pro
vinces of Persia and the stirring 
episodes associated with His cruel 
incarceration in the mountain-fast~ 

nesses of A<llJ.irbayjim, with the rev
elation of the laws of His Dispensa-, 
tion, with the proclamation of the 
independence of His Faith, with the 
peerless heroism of His disciples, 
with the fiendish cruelty of His foes 
-the Chief Magistrate. the civil au
thorities, the ecclesiastical dignitar
ies and the masses of the people, of 
His native land-ll.Tith the humilia
tion, the spoliation, the dispersal. 
the eventual massacre of a vast 
number of His followers, and, above 
all, with His own execution in the 
City of T.briz_ 

With a throb of wonder I call to 
mind the early and sudden fruition 
of His Dispensation in the capital 
city of that land. and the dramatic 
circumstances attending the birth of 
Baha?u'l1ah's Revelation culminat
ing in His precipitate banishment to 
·Iraq. 

I am reminded, moreover, of the 
initial spread of the light of this 
Revelation, in consequence of the 
banishment of Baha'u'llah, to the ad
joining territories of <Iraq, and, as 
far as the western fringes of that 
continent. to Turkey and the neigh· 
boring territories of Lebanon, Jor
dan and Syria. and. at a later sta2"e. 
to the Indian sub-continent and 
China, situated on the southern and 
eastern extremities of that continent 
as well as to the Caucasus and Rus
sian Turkistan. 

Nor can I fail to remember the 
series of alternating crises and vic
tories each constituting a landmark 
in the evolution of the Faith-which 
it has experienced in some of these 
territories, associated with the dis
tressful withdrawal of its Author to 
the mountains of Sulimaniyyih; with 
the glorious Declaration of His Mis
sion in BaKlldad; with His second 
and third banishments to Constan
tinople and Adrianople; with the 
grievous rebellion of His haIf
brother; with the proclamation of 
His own Mission; with His fourth 
banishment to the desolate and far
off penal colony of 'Akka in Syria; 
with the revelation of the Kitab-i
Aqdas, His Most Holy Book; with 
His ascension in the Holy Land; 
with the establishment of His Cov-
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enant and the iaaugur.ation of the 
l\.iinistry of 'Abdu'l-Baha, H~s SO'l 

and the Exemplar and authorized 
Interpreter of His teachings. 

These opening stages in the evo
lution of His Faith in the Asiatic 
continent were followed, while the 
f"rst and Apostolic Age of His Dis
pensation was drawing to a close, 
by t'":e opening of the Islands situ
ated in the Pacific Ocean, Japan in 
the north, and the Australian con
tinent in the South. To these mem
orable chapters of Asian Baha'i his
tory another was soon added, on the 
morrow of the ascension of the Cen
ter of Bahil 'u tll<ih' s Covenant, and 
during the initial epoch of the 
Formative Age of the Faith, dis
tinguished by the rise of the Admin
istrative Order and the erection of 
its pillars in the cradle of that Faith. 
in 'Iraq, in India, Pakistim and Bur
ma and in the Antipodes. This mem
orable episode in its development 
in that vast continent was succeeded 
by the initiation, during the second 
epoch of that same Age, of a series 
of Plans in those same territories in 
support of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine 
Plan and as a prelude to the open
ing of the recently launched world
embracing Spiritual Crusade. 

The hour has now struck for this 
continent, on whose soil, more than 
a century ago, so much sacred blood 
was shed, in whose very heart deeds 
of such tragic heroism were per
formed y and in many of whose terri
tories such brilliant victories have 
been won, to contribute, in associa· 
tion with its sister continents, to the 

progress and ultimate triumph of 
this g o1::al Crusade, in a manner 
tefitting its unrivalled position in 
the entire Baha'i wor~d. 

The various Baha'i Commtulities 
dwelling within the borders of this 
continent and those situated to the 
south of its shores in the Antipodes, 
which include the oldest and most 
venerable among all the communi
ties of the Brha'i world, and whose 
members in their aggregate consti
tute the overwhelming majority of 
the followers of Baha 'u'nah, are call
ed upon, in close association with 
four other Baha'i communities in the 
Western Hemisphere, to undertake 
in the course of the coming decade: 
First, the construction of the first 
Ma!illriqu'1-Ad..4kar in Baha'u'llah's 
native land, in the City of Tihran, 
surnamed by Baha.'u'Uah "Mother of 
the World." Second, the purchase of 
land for the future construction of 
three Ma~riqu'l-Ac:lbkars, one in the 
City of B.~hdad, enshrining the 
"Most Great House," the third holi
est city of the Baha'i world, one in 
New Delhi, the leading city of the 
Indian sub-continent, and the third 
in Sydney, the oldest and foremost 
Paha'j Center in the Antipodes~ 
Third, the formation of no less than 
eleven National Soiritual Assem
blies. one each in Pakistim, Burma 
and Ceylon, under the aegis of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'IS of India. Pakistan and Bur
rna; one in Turkey and one in Af
@anistan, under the aegis of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Persia; one in Japan. un-
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der the aegis of the National Spirit
ual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
United States of America; one 
in New Zealand, Wlder the aegis of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Australia and New 
Zealand, as well as four regional Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies, one in 
the Arabian Peninsula, under the 
aegis of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of Persia; one 
in South-East Asia, under the aegis 
of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of India, Pakistan and 
Burma; a third in the South Pacific, 
under the aegis of the National Spir
itual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
United States' of America; and a 
fourth in the Near East, under the 
aegis of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the -Baha'is of 'Iraq. 
Fourth, the opening of the following 
forty-one virgin territories and is
lands: Andaman Islands, Bhutan, 
Daman, Diu, Goa. Karikal, Mabe, 
Mariana Islands, Nicobar Islands, 
Pondicherry, Sikkim, assigned to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of India, Pakistan and Bur
ma ; Caroline Islands, Dutch New 
Guinea, Hainan Island, Kazakhstan, 
Macao Island, Sakhalin Island, Tibet, 
Tonga Islands, assigned to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States of Amer
ica; Brunei, Chagos Archipelago, 
Kirgizia, MongOlia, Solomon Islands, 
Tadzhikistan, Uzbekistan, assigned 
to the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'Is of Persia; Admiralty 
Islands, Cocos Island, Loyalty Is
lands, Mentawei Islands, New Heb
rides Islands, Portuguese Timor, So~ 
ciety Islands, assigned to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Australia and New Zea
land; Gilbert and Ellice Islands, 
Marshall Islands, Tuamotu Archipe
lago, assigned to the National Spiri
tual Assembly of the Baha'is of Cen
tral America; Hadhramaut. Kuria
Muria Islands, assigned to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of 'Iraq; Marquesas Islands, 
Samoa Islands. assigned to the N a
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Canada; Cook Islands, as
signed to the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of South 
America. Fifth, the translation and 
publication of Baba'f literature in the 
following forty languages. to be un
dertaken by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of India, 
Pakistan and Burma, in association 
with the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'Is of Australia and New 

Zealand: Abor Miri, Aneityum, An
namese. Balochi. Bentuni, Binande
re, Cheremiss, Chungchia, Georgi
an, Houailou, Javanese, Kado, Kai
Ii, Kapu, Kusaie, Lepcha. Lifu, Man
chu, Manipuri, Manus Island, Mar
quesas, Mentawei. MongOlian, Mor
doff, Mwala. Na-Hsi, Nicobarese, 
Niue, Ossetet Ostiak, Pali, Panjabi, 
Pashta, Perm, Petats, Samoan, Tho, 
Tibetan, Tonga, Vogui. Sixth, the 
consolidation of Aden Protectorate, 
A<fuirbayjan, Afglliinistitn, Ahsa, Ar
menia, Bahrayn Island, Georgia, 
1:Iijaz, Saudi-Arabia, Turkey. Turk
menistan, Yemen, allocated to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Persia; of Balu~histan. 
Borneo, Burma, Ceylon, Indo-China, 
Indonesia, Malaya. Nepal, Pakistan, 
Sarawak, Siam, allocated to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of India, Pakistan and Bur
rna; of China, Formosa, Japan, Ko
rea, Manchuria, Philippine Islands, 
allocated to the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the Unit
ed States of America; of Jordan, Ko
weit, Lebanon. Qatar, Syria. Trucial 
I'iliei\ills, 'Ummim, allocated to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of 'Iraq; of Bismarck Archi
pelago, Fiji, New Caledonia. Austra
lian New Guinea, allocated to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Australia and New Zea
land; of Hong Kong, allocated to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of British Isles. Seventh, the 
incorporation of the eleven above
mentioned National Spiritual Assem
blies, as well as those of Persia and 
'Iraq. Eighth, the establishment by 
these above-mentioned eleven Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies of na~ 
tional Baha'i endowments. Ninth the 
establishment of a national I;Ia~i
ratu'l-Quds in the capital cities of 
each of the countries where Nation
al Spiritual Assemblies are to be es
tablished, as well as one in Suva, 
one in Jakarta, one in Bahrayn and 
one in Beirut. Tenth, the establish
ment of a national Baha'i Court in 
the capital cities of Persia. of 'Iraq, 
of P akistil.n and of Afgllanistil.n-the 
leading Muslim centers in the Asi
atic continent_ Eleventh_ the estab
lishment of two national Baha'i Pub
lishing Trusts, one in Tihran and one 
in New Delhi. Twelfth, the forma
tion of Israel branches of the Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies of the 
Baha'is of Persia, of 'Iraq, and of 
Australia; authorized to hold on be
half of their parent institutions prop
erty dedicated to the holy Shrines 
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at the World Center of the Faith in 
the State of IsraeL Thirteenth, the 
appojntment, during Ric;lvan 1954. by 
the Hands of the Cause in Asia and 
in Australia of an auxiliary Board 
of nine members who will, in con
jW1ction with the ejght National 
Spiritual Assemblies participating 
in the Asiatic and Australian cam
paigns. assist, through periodic and 
systematic visits to Baha'i centers, 
in the efficient and prompt execu
tion of the Plans formulated for the 
prosecution of the teaching cam
paigns in the continent of Asia and 
in the Antipodes. 

The Asiatic continent, the cradle 
of the principal religions of man
kind; the home of so many of the 
oldest and mightiest civilizations 
which have flourished on this planet; 
the crossways of so many kindreds 
and races; the battleground of so 
many peoples and nations; above 
whose horizons, in modern times~ 
the suns of two ind.ependent Revela
tions-the promise and consumma
tion of a six thousand year old re
ligious Cycle - have successively 
arisen; where the Authors of both 
of these Revelations suffered banish
ment and died; within whose con
fines the Center of a divinely-ap
pointed Covenant was born, endured 
a forty-year incarceration and pass
ed away; on whose Western ex· 
tremily the Qiblih of the Baha', 
world has been definite.ly establish
ed; in whose heart the city pro.
claimed by Baha'u'llah as the "Moth
er of the World" is enshrined; within 
whose borders another City regard
ed as the "Cynosure of an adoring 
world>? and the scene oJ the great
est and most glorious R~velation the 
world has witnessed is embosomed; 
on whose soil so many saints, heroes 
and martyrs, associated with both 
of these Revelations, have lived~ 
5 truggled and died-such a continent, 
so privileged among its sister con
tinents and yet so long and so sadly 
tormented, now stands at the hour 
of the launching of a wor1d-encom
passing Crusade, on the threshold of 
an era that may well recall in its 
glory and ultimate repercussions, 
the great periods of spiritual revival 
which, from the dawn of recerded 
history have, at various stages in 
the revelation of God's purpose for 
mankind, illuminated the path of the 
human race. 

May this Crusade, launched si
multaneously on the Asiatic main-
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land. its neighboring islands and 
the Antipodes, under the direction 
of eight National Spiritual Assem
blies, and through the operation of 
eight systematic Teaching Plans, 
and the concerted efforts of Baha'i 
communities in both the East and 
the West, provide, as it unfolds, an 
effective antidote to the baneful 
forces of atheism, nationalism, secu
larism and materialism that are 
tearing at the vitals of this turbu
lent continent. "and may it re-enact 
those scenes of spiritual heroism 
which, more than any of the secular 
revolutions which have agitated its 
face. have left their everlasting im
print on the fortunes of the peoples 
and nations dwelling within its 
borders. 

Haifa. Israel 
October. 1953 

--SHOO'" 

COMMENTARY: NATIONAL SPIRITUAL. ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
In these four stirring messages 

from Shoghi Effendi to the Fourth 
Intercontinental Conference held at 
New Delhi, we see again the drama
tic sweep and the impelling chal. 
lenge of the World Crusade. 

In his triple announcement the 
Guardian joyfully tells us of the com
pletion of the glorious Shrine of the 
Bab and of the immediate, deep im
pression this structure is making 
upon the people of IsraeL He pays 
tribute to the labors of Sutherland 
Maxwell, Ugo Giachery, and Leroy 
leas in construction of the Shrine. 
The second announcement gives ad
ditional names of pioneers inscribed 
on the Roll of Honor, and he singles 
out several instances of heroism. The 
third announcement reports prelim
inary steps for the purchase of land 
at the top of Mount Carmel, site of 
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a future Ma:illriqu'I.A4))kilr. He 
urges the assembled believers in 
New Delhi to act swiftly to open ter
ritories and accelerate the pace of 
the crusade in the Asiatic and Paci
fic areas. 

We see in the Guardian's cable to 
the Hands, directing them to under
take several months intensive teach
ing in Asia and the Antipodes, an
other indication of the world influ
ence of_ thi~ developing institution of 
our Faith. 

The next cable announces thirteen 
additions to the Roll of Honor and 
brings the heart.warming news that 
there are now one hundred and sev
enty·eight countries and territories 
within the orbit of the Faith. 

The Guardian's long message to 
the Conference, presented by his rep
resentative Charles Mason Remey, 
Hand of the Cause and President of 
the International Baha'i Council, 
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points out that the Utriple campaign 
embracing the Asiatic mainland, the 
Australian continent and the islands 
of the Pacific Ocean (is) a campaign 
which may well be regarded as the 
most extensive, the most arduous 
and the most momentous of all the 
campaigns of a world-girdling Cru
sade ... " 

Here we have again the Guard
ian's great gift of compressing in 
brief survey the highlights of Baha'l 
history as he recalls the successive 
crises and victories of the Faith. 
"The hour has now struck for this 
continent," he continues, u. . . . to 
contribute, in association with its sis
ter continents, to the progress and 
ultimate triumph of this global Cru
sade, in a manner befitting its unriv
alled position in the entire Baha'l 
world." And then he enumerates the 
goals of the Crusade in the Asiatic 
and Pacific areas. 

9 

Pa.rtlclpaDts at the Fourth Baha'I Intercontinental Tea.ching CcmIerence. 
New Delhi, IOOa. a.re shown in the panora.mic 

views above and belOW' 

The Guardian concludes his appeal 
with the eloquent hope that the fer
vent and systematic prosecution of 
the Te aching Plans in this great area 
may provide "an effective antidote 
to the baneful forces of atheism, na
tionalism, secularism and material
ism that are tearing at the vitals of 
this turbulent continent, and may it 
re-enact those scenes of spiritual he
roism which, more than any of the 
secular revolutions which have agi
tated its face, have left their ever
lasting imprint on the fortunes of the 
peoples and nations dwelling wi thin 
its borders." 

These messages represent the 
fourth time. during this past Holy 
Year. when the Guardian has out
lined, for a particular part of the 
world, his vision of this World Cru-

sade. The magnitude and details of 
the task may be difficult for our 
minds to fully grasp but our 
hearts can respond-respond hourly 
and daily-as have the hearts of the 
pioneers already arrived at their 
posts or en route. 

Baha'u'llilh wrote that He had 
come to seize the hearts of men, 
that they might be welded together 
in a common faith. OUr hearts, our 
minds, our resources, our lives are 
the instruments with which the King
dom of God will be built. Let us 
pledge. solemnly and resolutely. our 
full share in this blessed and historic 
enterprise. The vision of the Guard
ian is the way to the Kingdom. 

Faithfully yours. 

-N&'l'tONAL SPlRrI'UAL Ass:i:M.BLY 
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THIRD PIONEER REPORT 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

is happy to announce the arrival of 
the following pioneers at their posts 
under the World Crusade. 
AliRrvALS IN VmGIN AR_ 

Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Allen ar
rived in Athens, Greece, September 
18. (Germany and Austria) 

Mr. and Mrs. R. Ted Anderson 
arrived in the Yukon September 23. 
(Canada) 

Mr. H. J. Snider arrived in Key 
West, Florida, September 25. 

Mr. Julius Edwards arrived in the 
Northern Territories Protectorate, 
Africa, September 29. 

Mrs. Helen M. Robinson arrived 
in Baranof Island, Territory of 
Alaska, September 29. (Canada) 

Mrs. Ella Duffield and Mrs. Sara 
Kenny arrived in FtUlchal, Madeira, 
September 30. (British Isles) 

Miss Katherine Meyer arrived in 
Margarita Island October 7. (Cen
tral America) 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Nolen. with 
their three chHdren, arrived in the 
Azores October 8. 

Mr. William Danjon arrived in An
dorra October 13. 

Miss Gertrude Eisenberg arrived 
in the Canary Islands October 13. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Laws ar
rived in Maseru, Basutoland, Octo
ber 13. (Persia) 

Mrs. Edith Danielson arrived in 
Aitutaki, Cook Islands, October U. 
(South America) 

Dr. Malcolm King arrived in 
Georgetown, British Guiana, Octo
ber 14. (South America) 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Wolff ar
rived in Dutch Guiana October 14. 
(South America) 

Mr. and Mrs. George True with 
their son, Barry, arrived in Tenerife, 
Canary Islands, October 18. 

Mrs. Emma Rice arrived in Pal
ermo, Sicily, October 22. (Italo
Swiss) 

Mr. Eberhart Friedland arrived in 
French Guiana (leper colony) Octo
ber 18. (South America) 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Bagley, with 
their three chi1dren, arrived in Pal
ermo, Sicily, October 27. 
ARRIvALS IN CoNSOLIDATION AR ..... 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Keith arrived 
in Costa Rica July 19. (Central 
America) 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. Ford ar
rived in Johannesburg, Union of 
South Africa, August 11. 

Mrs. Valeria Nichols arrived in 
Costa Rica in August. (Central 
America) 

Mrs. Meredith W. Smith and Mr. 
Elton M. Smith arrived in Colombia, 
South America, in September. 
(South America) 

Miss Margot J. Miessler arrived 
in Puerto Rico September 16. 

Mr. Elmer Guffey arrived in Fair
banks, Territory of Alaska, Septem
ber 25. 

Miss Ruth Yancey arrived in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, September 25. 

Mrs. Gladys Stewart arrived in 
Juneau, Territory of Alaska, Sep
tember 28. 

Miss Alice Hathorn arrived in 
Puerto Rico October 14. 

Miss Christine McKay arrived in 
Puerto Rico (leper colony) October 
14. 

NOVEMBER, 1953 

The movement of valiant pioneers 
to their posts continues; a positive 
response to the spiritual challenge 
placed before the conscience of the 
believers. Further projects for set
tlement are being developed and 
will be reported in BAHA'£ NEWS. 

CORRECTION: JUBILEE 
CELEBRATION BOOKLET 

Under the title In the Master's 
Presence, May 1, 1912, On The Tem
ple Grounds, on page 10 of the Jubi
tee Celebration booklet, were listed 
the names of Baha'IS, still liv
ing, who were with the Master 
when He blessed the Temple 
grounds. Two more names are to 
be added to this historic gathering: 
Mrs. Juliet Addison Cole, and Mr. 
Paul D. Voelz. 

The name of Mrs. Hazel Tomlin
son, included by error in the list, 
should be deleted. 

REPORT FROM FOURTH INTERCONTINENTAL 
TEACHING CONFERENCE, NEW DELHI, INDIA, OCTOBER 7-15 

Spiritual Conquest of the Orient 

The fourth and last Interconti
nental Teaching Conference, held at 
New Delhi, India, October 7 to 15. 
1953, under the auspices of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of India, 
Pakistan and Burma, convened the 
first international Baha'i gathering 
ever held in the East. Its sessions 
concentrated the forces of the Baha'i 
world upon those goals of the Ten 
Year Plan which are to establish 
firmly the Faith of Baha'u'llah 
throughout the lands of the Far East 
and the Islands of the South Pacific 
Ocean. 

Four hundred and fifty-Baha'is as~ 
sembled beneath the colorful canopy 
erected on the grounds of Constitu
tion Club-no doubt the most varied 
congregation of Baha'is yet assem~ 
bled anywhere in the world. Here 
were seen the many races and peo
ples of India, Pilkistim and Burma. 
Ceylon, Indonesia, Australia and 
New Zealand, Persia, 'Iraq, Egypt, 
native Africa. Turkey. Europe, Can
ada. United States, Central and 
South America, unified in spirit and 
purpose within the Guardian's con
summate application of the Divine 
Plan of 'Abdu'l-Baha for the redemp
tion and unification of humanity at 
the time of its final peril. 

Surmounting the difficulties of 
language, the Conference exempli-

lied that world unity which already 
exists among the Baha'is. 

The Conference, after devotions 
conducted in English, Persian, Hindu
stani and Burmese, was convened 
by the Chairman of the Indian N a
tional Spiritual Assembly, Mr. A. A. 
Butt, with a gracious address of wel
come. 

"On behalf of the Baha'is of India, 
Pakistim and BurmaJ I welcome the 
representatives of the beloved 
Guardian, the Hands of the Cause of 
God, the representatives of the Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies, and the 
friends who have come to partici
pate in this great Conference, H he 
said. 

HWe have among us the repre
sentatives of 'the chosen trustees 
and principal executors of 'Abdu'l
Baha's Divine Plan' ... we have 
representatives of 'the long-suffering, 
the unflinching, the much loved and 
steadfast members of the venerable 
and still-persecuted Community of 
Baha'u'llah's followers laboring in 
His native land' ... We have rep
resentatives of 'newly·fledged, spir
itually alert' communities of Central 
and South America .... There are 
representatives of a long established 
yet still-persecuted Community 
dwelling in a territory which may 
well rank next to the Holy Land and 
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.B&hi.'is who attended all foUil' of the Intercontinental Teaching Conferences held 
dur.iD,g the Holy Year. From len to rIght: Mr. Varqa (Persia), Mason Kemey (Halfa), 
Hr. DokioroglU (Turkey). Mr. BauDi (Africa). Mr. Kbidem (Persia), Mrs. Dorothy 
Baker (U. 8.), Mrs. Khadem (Persia), Mr. FnrataD (PersJa), Mr. Samandarl (Per
Sia). Borace HOlley (U. S.), Mr. Rafijl (Persia), General 'Ali-'j (Persia), Mr. Sabet 
(U. S.). Mrs. Mottahedeh (U. S.). Mrs. Varqa (Persia), Mrs. Baruini (Africal, 

M ... Sabd (U. S.) 
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the cradle of our Faith. We have 
members among us of the youthful 
yet vigorously functioning Commu
nity championing the Cause of 
Baha'u'lJah in the Antipodes. We 
have the representatives of the 
newly emerged yet swiftly advanc
ing Community established in the 
Dominion of Canada." 

Chairman Butt concluded his ad
dress with a valuable survey of the 
Faith in India and Burma, "We have 
a Publishing Committee and have 
published Baha'i literature in all the 
languages of India and Pakistim and 
the principle languages of Burma, 
Ceylon and Indonesia. (26 lan-
guages) . 

"We hold trust properties of the 
value of more than one million ru
pees in all the three countries .of In
dia. Pakist2n and ZUT'ma. We have a 
School in Panchgani where we have 
recently purchased an extensive 
piece of land." 

High praise is due the Indian 
N,S.A. for the arrangements made 
for the sessions, the agenda, and the 
remarkable initiative and resource
fulness in making the Conference 
the occasion f"Or outstanding public 
events and contacts. 

The Gu&rdian', Mess&ge 
The Guardian's Message to the 

Conference was presented by his 
representative, Mason Remey, 
Hand of the Cause and Chairman or 
the International Baha'i Council. 
with dignity and devotion. 

Of the thirteen gc>als set forth by 
S .... oghi Effendi. in this communica
tion, the Conference made intensive 
effort to fulfill the second goal, "the 
purchase of land fC'r the future con~ 
struction of three Ma@.riqu'l. 
Adhkars, one in the City of Bag!>
dad, enshrining the 'Most Great 

t. 

Hous e', the third holiest city of the 
Baha'i world, one in New Delhi, the 
leading city of the Indian sub-con
tinent, and the third in Sydney, the 
oldest and foremost Baha'i Center in 
the Antipodes"; and the fourth goal, 
°the opening of ... forty-one Virgin 
territories and islands. n 

·The achievement of these goals 
was superbly supported by the Con
ference: $45,000 was contributed 
toward the purchase of tbe three 
tracts of land; seventy-four pioneers 
offered their services and were per
·sonally questioned by a special com
mittee; ·twenty-five pioneers were 
able to depart almost immediately 
foi thejr posts; about $8,000 was con~ 
tributed ·for pioneer budgets to as
sist those needing some financial as
sistance; and all applications from 
pioneers not assigned definite posts 
were handed over to the N.S.A.s con
cerned, Aside from difficulties and 
delays concerning visas, it would ap
pear that all Asiatic virgin te~ito
ries are or will soon be defiri"itely 
filled, some receiving more than one 
pioneer. 

The Indian N.S.A. has found its 
choice of site for the future House 
of Worship, nine acres overlooking 
New Delhi in an area which will in 
the near future attract large hous
ing projects. 

" . Such a Continent," as the 
Guardian wrote, "so privileged 
among its sister continents and yet 
so long ~nd so sadly tormented, now 
stands at the hour of the launching 
of a world·encompassmg Crusade, on 
the threshold of an era that may well 
recal1 in its glory and ultimate re
percussions, the great periods of spir
itual revival which. from the dawn 
of recorded history have. at various 
stages in the revelation of God's pur-

pose for mankind. illuminated the 
path of the human race. 

"May this Crusade, launched 
simultaneously on the Asiatic main. 
land, its neighboring islands and the 
Antipodes, under the direction of 
eight National Spiritual Assemblies, 
and through the operation of eight 
systematic Teaching Plans and the 
concerted efforts of Baha'i Commu
nities in both the East and the West, 
provide, as it unfolds, an effective 
antidote to the baneful forces of athe· 
ism, nationalism, secula~ism and 
materialism that are tearing at the 
vitals of this turbulent continent~ 
and may it re-enact those scenes of 
spiritual heroism which, more than 
any of the secular revolutions 
which have agitated its face, have 
left their everlasting imprint on the 
fortunes of the peoples and nations 
dwelling within its borders." 

The Guardian likewise described 
to the Conference the teaching cam
paign upon which it was to deliber
ate; "a campaign which may well 
be regarded as the most extensive, 
the most arduous and the most mo
mentous of all the campaigns of a 
world-girdling Crusade." 

The PoriTait of the B~b 
The spirit of consecration and 

deepened understanding engendered 
by the Guardian's Message was 
deepened by the privilege of view
ing the Portrait of the Martyr-Proph
et of the Faith. One by one, kneeling 
before it in awe and reverence, ris
ing to behold the likeness of the di
vine Herald, anointed by the Guard
ian's representative with attar of 
rose, the followers of the Cause of 
God besought the purity essential to 
service in His Kingdom. 

The heartfelt grief of several score 
Persian Baha'is, who arrived after 
the unveiling of the Portrait because 
of transportation difficulties, was 
consoled by the Guardian's gracious 
permission, cabled his represen· 
tative, Mr. Remey, to allow the Por
trait to be unveiled a second time 
for all who could not be present at 
the appointed time. 

Public Events 
As at the previous Conferences, 

the agenda included public meetings 
-<me held under the canopy, one in 
New Delhi Town HalL Mason Remey 
presided at the first, whose theme 
was j'Universal Peace--A Need and 
Exigency of the Time," and the 
speakers were Horace Holley, Stan
ley Bolton Sr" Dorothy Baker and 
Dr. Ugo Giachery. Mrs. Baker pre-
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A cleJeK'aUon of BaJJa'is. at tbe New Delhi Conference being 
.recelved by His Excellency, the Preslden, of India. 

Baha'i de1egaUoD recelved by the Vice President of lDdIa prior 
to the opening of the New Delhi Conference 

sided at the Town Hall meeting 
based on the theme "Towards a 
World Federation," the speakers be
ing C. Featherstone, John Robarts, 
Mildred Mottahedeh and A. Q. Faizi. 

A number of very good contacts 
resulted. 

The New Delhi Conference, how
ever, surpassed the previous Confer· 
ences in its provision of a public re
ception and tea in the garden o! the 
Imperial Hotel. About one thousand 
persons attended, including high of
ficials of the Indian government and 
representatives from Embassies and 
Consulates, with men from the press. 
Ninety-two formal acceptances to 
this reception had been received by 
the N.S.A. from men in high official 
position. The scene was most pic
turesque and charming - the spa
ciOllS lawn and terrace filled with 
tea tables under the soft light of late 
afternoon - and many opportunities 
were afforded to believers to explain 
the purpose of the Conference and 
the nature of the Faith to the invited 
guests. 

In addition, the N.S.A. found it 
possible to present delegations of 
Baha'is to three leaders of the Indian 
government - the President. the 
Vice-President, and Prime Minister 
Nehru, each on a separate occasion 
and in his own office or reception 
room. The list of Baha'is chosen to 
call upon the President included 
twenty-uIne. from twenty-four differ
ent countries. Formal though they 
were, these interviews could not but 
enhance the, prestige of the Faith 
throughout New Delhi. 

Further Message. from th.t Guardian 
Three cablegrams sent by Shoghi 

Effendi during the Conference were 
presented. One of these was a triple 
announcement to the Conference: 
the completion of the Shrine of the 

Bab; the arrival of nineteen addi~ 
tional pioneers at their posts; and 
that preliminary steps have been 
taken toward the acquisition of an 
extensive area preparatory to pur
chase of the site for the future 
House of Worship on Mt. Carmel, 
through the munificent donation 
made by Mrs. Amelia Collins. 

This triple bounty "calls for tre
mendous immediate concerted exer
tion (by) assembled believers ade
quately discharge triple responsibil
ity. FiTst~ redoubled consecration 
pioneering t~sk particularly (in) Pa
cific area ... Second, demonstration 
(of) increasing self-sacrifice through 
inauguration (of) funds (for) pur
chase land (for) future Temples (in) 
Asiatic continent. Contributing three 
thousand pounds (for) furtherance 
(of these) meritorious enterprises. 
Third, earnest consultation (by) 
representatives of Persian (and) 
'Iraqi National Assemblies directly 
concerned (in) holy task with assem
bled Hands (of) Cause (on) ways 
(and) means (to) conduct thorough 
investigation (to) ensure purchase 
(of) Holy Places, particularly site 
(of) Siyah-chal ... as well as iden
tification (and) transfer (to) Baha'i 
cemeteries (of the bodies of) rela
tives (of the) Bab (and) BaM'
u'llah." 

In this message the Guardian ex
pressed the ardent hope that this 
Conference would contribute in un
precedented degree to the ultimate 
attainment of the goals of the World 
Crusade. 

It was this message, produced to
gether with a message sent through 
Mr. Remey, which defined and con
centrated the efforts of the Confer
ence upon definite achieTements. 

The second cablegram was direct
ed to the assembled Hands of the 

Cause, calling upon them to disperse 
and teach for one or two months in 
Asia, Africa and Australia in order 
to establish close contact with the 
respective National Assemblies, and 
assist the local Assemblies to attain 
the goals of the Ten Year Plan. This 
message laid out the itinerary for all 
the Hands, and the Guardian con
tributed three thousand pounds tor 
the expenses of the undertaking. 

The Guardian's third cable an· 
nounced to the assembled believers 
that thirteen additions have been 
made to the Roll of Honor wi thin 
the week; that fifty virgin areas 
have been settled since Rigvan; that 
the number of territories with 
Baha'is has mounted to one hundred 
seventy.eight: and sixty unopened 
areas have been assigned. He de
clared that not more than eight piO
neers would have to be sent out in 
order to ensure the attainment of the 
preeminent goal of the WorJd Cru
sade excluding the Soviet Republics 
and satellite countries. 

Holy Year, he concluded, will be 
forever sanctified in the memory of 
future generations and he appealed 
that the gap be closed separating the 
vanguard of the army of Crusaders 
from victory. The actions taken by 
the committee in processing the pio
neers no doubt fulfilled this ardent 
desire. 

Special gratitude is due Mr. Alvin 
Blum for his untiring labor in head
ing the committee interviewing the 
pioneers, and to Mr. Sabet for his 
capable handling of the appeals for 
funds. 

Highlights of the Conference, in
cluding the talks by pioneers. will be 
presented in a concluding report. 

New Delhi 
October 22, 1953 

-HORACE HOLlEI' 
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WORLD 
CRUSADE 

PIONEERS FROM 
BRITISH ISLES 
REACH CRUSADE POSTS 

Pioneers have now been allotted 
to all of the European goals assigned 
to the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of the British Isles. 

Geraldine Craney has arrived in 
Starnoway, Outer Hebrides. 

Eskil Ljungherg has arrived in the 
Faroe Islands. 

Charles Dunning has arrived in 
the Orkney Islands. 

Una Townshend has arrived in 
Malta. 

Hugh McKinley and his mother 
have arrived in Cyprus. 

Brigitte Hasselblatt has arrived in 
Lerwick, Shetland Islands. 

Miss Baxter and Mr. Asgarzadeh 
have both arrived in Jersey, Channei 
Islands. 

Other devoted believers are com~ 
pleting their preparations to join the 
ranks of these valiant Crusaders. 

PIONEERS SETTLED 
IN EGYPTIAN GOALS 

Of the many believers prep aring 
to settle in the goal areas assigned 
to the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Egypt and Sudan, 
these have reached their posts: 

Mr. Max Kenyerezi, of Kampala, 
Uganda, has arrived in Brazzaville 
in French Equatorial Mrica, the first 
Baha'i to reach this territory. 

Mr ~ Manouchihr Hezari and Mr. 
Hormos Zendeh arrived in Tangier, 
International Zone. Morocco, on Sep· 
tember 30, the first Baha'is to reach 
this territory. 

Mr. Rooho'llah Mavadatt arrived 
in Algiers (consolidation) Septem' 
ber 9. 

Miss Rizvaniyyih Iqrari arrived in 
Benghazi, Libya (consolidation), Sep
tember 10. 

Mr. Mohsen Enayat flew from 
Tripoli to settle in Feezan, Libya 
(consolidation), arriving September 
26. 

Other believers are preparing to 
leave or are en route to these and 
other goal areas assigned to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Egypt and Sudan. 

HOLY YEAR REPORT 
FROM GERMANY AND 
AUSTRIA 

For the Baha'is of Germany and 
Austria, this Holy Year has been 
full of new and deep experiences in 
the Faith. From its very beginning, 
as each historic plan was meted out 
by our Guardian, we have witnessed 
a new and surging spirit arising 
which has contributed immensely 
to the progress of the Cause in our 
land. The orbit of our activity has 
enlarged, and we are now joined 
with Baha'is from other lands in the 
field of international service, 

The most important event was re· 
ceipt of the message from the Guard
ian, containing the Goals which com
prise our part of ihe lO-Year Cru
sade. In this message, our objec
tives were clearly outlined and de
fined: 

1. Erection of the Ma:W.riqu'I~A<llJ.
kar in or near Frankfurt/Main; 
2. Settlement of three new Terri~ 
tories outside the Iron Curtain 
countries - Frisian Isles, Gre.ece, 
and Crete; 
3. Establishment of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of Austria; 
4. Erection of a l;Iat:iratu'l~Quds 
in the city of Vienna; 
5. Expan sian of the F ai th in all 
Eastern neighbor countries of 
Germany; 
6. Consolid a tion of the F ai th as 
well as fOWldation of a Publishing 
House in Frankfurt/Main; 
7. Participation of believers from 
Germany and Austria in the Inter
continental Teaching Conference 
at Stockholm, Sweden. 
Deliberations at the Stockholm 

Conference paved the way for the 
launching of our Goals. Through the 
consultation with fourteen Hands of 
the Cause of God, the appointed 
representatives of the National Spir
itual Assemblies attending, the spec
ial committees, and the great as· 
sembly of believers, steps were tak
en to initiate the European phase 
of the to·Year Plan. Fourteen pio
neers voltmteered for immediate set· 
tIement in the new territories, and 
generous contributions were made 
to the Fund to construct the Ma ® ~ 
riqu'l-A<ll>kar in Frankfurt/Main. 

The subsequent visit to Baha'i cen~ 
tees in Germany and Austria of the 
Hands of the Cause of God from 
Persia was the next in the series of 
chain reactions from that historic 
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gathering. In dynamic succession t 

they visited all Baha'i communities 
in our countries, spoke eloquently 
on the Conferences at Kampala, Wil
mette, and Stockholm, adumbrated 
the basic principles of our Faith, 
gave impressions from their exoeri
ences during the early and sto·rmy 
days of the Cause at its Cradle, spoke 
in glowing terms of our Guardian, 
and charged each one to arise in a 
befitting manner to fulfill their re· 
spective goals. In addition, the 76 
believers who attended the Confer~ 
ence returned to their communities 
full of spirit and purpose and re· 
ported with great joy the victories 
achieved in that northern city. 

The steady stream of visitors 
through Frankfurt/Main and Stutt· 
gart, Berlin and Vienna, Hamburg 
and Munich, Freiburg/Br. and 
Darmstadt, Karlsruhe and Heidel· 
berg, Tlibingen and Bonn, as well 
as many other centers, from fran, 
Africa, United States of America~ 
Lebanon, India, Switzerland, Eng
land, distant Brazil and many other 
countries personified the living ex
ample of that solidarity which is so 
closely identified with the Faith of 
Baha 'u'llab. 

Participation by Hands of the 
Cause in the Summer School, held 
annually on the fertile greens over
looking the town of Esslingen and 
nearby Stuttgart, made this a very 
special experience for those attend· 
ing and enriched a thousand-fold 
this event of the Holy Year. Teach
ing methods, local problems, na· 
tional plans, and international goals 
were systematically discussed, and 
valuable recommendations and solu
tions were developed. 

Regional Teaching Conferences in 
the cities of Hamburg and Berlin 
brought a deeper understanding of 
the significance of Holy Year and 
stressed the importance of active 
service in the 10-Year Crusade. 

In compliance with the Guardian's 
instructions. three new territories 
have been opened by self·sacrificing 
pioneers. These countries, outside 
the orbit of Iron Curtain lands, have 
been settled before the conclusion 
of the Holy Year. They are Greece, 
Crete, and the Frisian Isles-Greece 
by Mr. and Mrs. Amin Banani and 
daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Al
len, and Mr. 'Abbas Rafsandjani; 
Crete by Mr. Rolf Haug; and the 
Frisian Isles of Sylt by Miss Elsa 
Maria Grossmann, and F5hr by Mrs. 
Ursula von Brunn and daughter. 

The Temple Committee pas made 
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extensive surveys of the Frankfurt 
area and has located several sites, 
from which the National Spiritual 
Assembly will select the most suit~ 
able one. Final decision whether the 
Masl1riqu'I-Acll!kar will be situated 
in the city or in its suburbs is a 
problem of vital import which we 
hope our Guardian will help us to 
decide. 

The gates of the H-oly Year ar6 
now closed, but the gates of our 
hearts are wide open. Holy Year has 
ushered in a new phase of human 
destiny I and that each and every 
goal which stands before us be met 
is our constant supplication. We pray 
we may never falter in our task. 

-TIm NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 

AsSEMBLY OF THE BAHA ~is 
OF GERMANY AND AUSTRIA. 

'IRAQI PIONEERS SmLE 
OTHER NATIONAL GOALS 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of 'Iniq is faced with 
complex and difficult problems in 
the settlement of its virgin World 
Crusade goals of Hadhramaut, Ku
ria-Muria Islands, Seychelles Is
lands, and the consolidation areas. 
Pioneers, many with their families, 
have~offered to go in such numbers 
that all the goals can be doubly filled 
when the technicalities of visa and 
immigration are overcome. 

Meanwhile, 'Iraqi Baha'is have 
offered to pioneer to goals assigned 
to other National Spiritual Assem
blies and the following believers 
have reached their posts: 

Mr. 'Abbas Vakil arrived in Cyprus 
(British Isles) August 19, the first 
Baha'i to reach this goal area. 

Mr. and Mrs, Shawkat Kama! Atil
ghaner, with their children, arrived 
in Izmir, Turkey (Persia, consolida
tion) August 17. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ne'mat 'Abdu'l· 
Wahid and Mr. Wahid's sister-in
law arrived in Tripoli, Libya (Egypt 
and Sudan, consolidation) in late 
September. 

CENTRAL AMERICAN 
GOALS SETTLED 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Central America 
announces the settlement of three 
of its American goals: British Hon
duras, by Mrs. Cora Oliver; the 
Bahamas, by Mr. and Mrs. Gerald 
Curwin and their daughter, Leanna; 
Margarita Island, by Miss Katherine 

Meyer. The Dutch West Indies, 
fourth virgin goal in the Western 
Hemisphere, is assigned and settle
ment -is planned for November. 

Of the Asian goals assigned to 
Central America, all are assigned 
except the Marshall Islands. Since 
these Islands are U.S. Trust Terri
tories, it is necessary for pioneers 
to have a job before they can get 
permission to enter. Volunteers 
should consult their own Asia Teach
ing Committee for further particu
lars about this difficult goal or write 
to: 

The Central American Asian Com
mittee 
Mr. Artemus Lamb, Secretary 
Apartado 2104 
San Jose, Costa Rica. 

BRITISH ISLES 
Home Front Pioneering 

The need for maintaining a sus~ 
tained teaching effort on the home 
front, at the same time that the 
goals of the World Crusade are being 
met, is crucial. There have been a 
number of pioneer offers for work 
at home, among which are those of 
Dr. and Mrs. Hakim, of Brighton, 
the Misses Howadai and Khaze, Miss 
Zara Warman and Mrs. Prudence 
George. Iraj Mottahedin has arrived 
in Cottingham, near Hull. 

The London Baha'i Community has 
carried on extension teaching in 
Reading which has been both 
"prompt and effective," while the 
Brighton believers have undertaken 
teaching work in Portsmouth. 

M oyor of Manchester Receives Balta'l. 
The Mayor of Manchester t who 

visited the Shrines at Haifa some 
time ago! invited representatives of 
the Baha'i Community of Manches
ter to tea at the Town Hall. Both the 
mayor and his wife expressed them
selves as having been m{)st impress
ed in Haifa by the people they met 
and by what they had seen in and 
around Mount Carmel. 

CANADA 
Maritime Summer Conference 

During the Labor Day weekend 
Baha'is from three of the Atlantic 
Provinces attended a three-day Mari
time Summer Conference. Held at 
Little Sands, on the north-eastern 
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shore of Prince Edward Island, the 
Conference offered an integrated 
program of devotions, recreation and 
concentrated study. The climax of 
the three-day event was the Feast 
of Might, held in Charlottetown. 

Ontario SLImmer Conference 
The annual Ontario Summer Con

ference was held from August 8 to 
15 at Geneva Park, Lake Couchich
ing, Ontario. Among the week's 
studies were courses on "Deepening 
the Spiritual Life" and rfthe Art of 
Consultation." The conference was 
held in a Y.M.C.A. camp, which 
gave many opportunities for meeting 
new contacts, especial1y among In
dians. Several Baha'is visited near. 
by Rama Indian Reservation and 
opened the way for further contact. 

CENTRAL AMERICA 
Opportunities for Settlers 

With its American goals assigned, 
the American Teaching Committee 
of the Central American National 
Assembly, in cooperation with the 
Western Hemisphere Teaching Com
mittee of the National Assembly of 
the United States of America, is di~ 
recting its attention to the consolida
tion of the ten Republics which are 
to form their own National Assem
blies during the 1IJ.year World Cru
sade, and to the other territories 
which come under the Consolidation 
Plan as given by our beloved Guard
ian in his Convention message. All 
of these need settlers, but we es
pecially mention Mexico, a huge. 
fascinating country with many goal 
cities to be conquered, singled out 
by the Master in passages quoted 
in "America's Spiritual Mission." 

Panama, strategic crossroads be
tween north and south, east and 
west, whose importance is heighten~ 
ed by the Canal Zone joining the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, was 
also the subject of special attention 
from 'Abdu'I·Baha. As settlers in the 
Canal Zone, professional people and 
tradesmen of all kinds have unusual 
opportunities. A plea is made for 
teachers, doctors, dietitians, clerks, 
typists! electricians, plumbers, car
penters to pioneer in this area. 
Those who can teach should apply 
·immediately for positions. About 
thirty vacancies have just been filled 
and the demand is still much greater 
than the supply. One limitation is 
age. If you are 40 or over it is useless 
to apply unless you have a Veterans 
Preference or are already in CivH 
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Service and are merely requesting 
a transfer. Procedure has changed 
a bit recently and all persons who 
desire to apply for jobs should write 
direcUy to: 

Personnel Director 
Panama Canal 
Balboa Heights, Canal Zone 

All positions in the Zone pay well. 
There is no physical hardship at
tached to pioneering in this area. 

As far as is known, only one Baha'i 
has ever set foot on the shores of 
Martinique, the picturesque French 
Colony in the Lesser Antilles, and 
re was not able to stay_ However, 
it is a consolidation project because 
the Faith has been taken there, If 
you speak French, this beautiful is
land offers unusual opportunities for 
pioneering. 

If you are considering pioneering 
in any of the above mentioned terri
tories or in Honduras, Nicaragua. 
El Salvador, Guatemala, or the 
Greater Antilles, write to your own 
Western Hemisphere Teaching Com
mittee or to: 

The American Teaching Commit
tee of Central America 

- Miss Amy McAllister 
Box 361 
Colon, Republic of Panama 

EGYPT AND SUDAN 
H and. of the Cau.e Vi.it c. iro 

On September 14, Mr. Musa Ba
nani, Hand of the Cause, and Mrs. 
Banaru reached Cairo on their way 
to the New Delhi Conference. Dur
ing their short stay in Egypt they 
visited most of the local assemblies. 
These visits added much to the spiri
tual zeal of the friends. 

On September 22, the Hands of 
the Cause, Mr, S.bu'a'u'llah 'Al.a'i and 
Mr. 'Ali·Akbar Fur uta n reached 
Cairo on their way to the New Delhi 
Conference. Their stay in Cairo, al
though short, inspired us all and 
their visits to some of the local as
semblies and centers created much 
enthusiasm, especially when they 
gave the news of the Wilmette 
and Stockholm Conferences. Mr. 
Valiyu'llilh Varqa, Hand of the Cause, 
and Mrs. Varqa also passed a day in 
Cairo on their way to the New Delhi 
Conference. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
First Baha'i Literature in Guarani 

Paraguay is the only country of 
South America that is bilingual. The 
language "Guarani" is as much a 

part of the culture as the Spanish 
language, perhaps more, because the 
people can better express their deep
est feelings in Guarani. The National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
South America has approved the 
translation and printing of the first 
Baha'i literature in Guarani. 

The local assembly of Asuncion did 
an im portan t p art of the transla tion 
work and the material is now ready 
to be placed in the hands of profes
sors of the language to be revised. 

The Baha'i Community of Asuncion 
has been given radio time (gratis) 
for a weekly broadcast. The friends 
have made plans to inaugurate the 
appearance of Baha'i literature in 
Guarani with a broadcast to the 
people in the language of th ~ir 
hearts. 

AMERICAN NATIONAL 
TEACHING COMMITTEE 

The following telegram refers to 
the goal cities for the World Crusade 
at home, listed in the October issue 
of BAHA'i NEWS. 

, 'VIRGIN GOALS OF THE UNITED STATES 

REPORTED TO THE AMERICAN NATIONAL 

TEAcmNG COMMITl"EE AS S-crrLED TO 

DATE: MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE; 

BImlGEPORT AND NEW BRITAIN, CON

NECTICUT; CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA; 

PATERSON, NEW JERSEY; RALEIGH AND 

WINSTON ~, NORTH CAROLINA.; 

CHAT'l'ANOOGA, TENNESSEE; RAPID CITY, 
SouTH DAKOTA; YUMA, ARIzONA; HAY

WARD AND RIVERSIDE', CALIFORNIA. ALso 
ASSURED IS LEwIS'l'ON, IDAHO. 

"WE ARE APPEALING FOR 60 DEVOTED 

PIONEERS TO SB'l"I1.E REMAINING VIRGIN 

GOALS BY RXOVAN 1954." 
JESMA HERBERT, SECRETARY 

BAHA'i AMmrcAN "NATIONAL 

TEACHING COMMITI'EE 

725 SoUTH ALvAlWlO 
Los ANGELES 57, CALIFORNIA 

UNITED NATIONS NEWS 
From September 3 to 5 the Eu. 

ropean Regional Conference of the 
Non-Governmental Organizations of 
the United Nations was held in the 
Palace of Nations in Geneva, Switz
erland. The Baha'i International 
Community was represented at the 
Conference by Dr. U go Giachery as 
delegate and Miss Ellia Steinmetz 
as observer; 240 representatives and 
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observers from 165 Non-Govern
mental Organizations attended. This 
Conference afforded many opportu
nities for the United Nations Baha'i 
representatives, through associa
tion and consultation, to reinforce 
ties and further bind the Baha'i 
World Community to the United Na
tions activities. 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
SERVICE COMMmEE 

The American Indian Service 
Committee is pleased to report that 
the National Spiritual Assembly has 
approved four proposed goals: First, 
reactivation of the Indian commu
nity at Macy, Nebraska, where a 
strong pioneer is needed. The three 
other goals are Gallup, New Mex
ico; Miami, Oklahoma and Pierre, 
South Dakota. These three focal 
points are to function as centers 
from which the Indian Reservations 
may be served. It is the aim of the 
Committee to place at least one pio
neer for Indian teaching in each of 
these goal positions by the end of 
this year. 

NATIONAL REFERENCE 
LIBRARY COMMITTEE 

Any Baha'i interested in helping 
the National Reference Library 
Committee to assemble references 
to Bible quotations from the Writ
ings of the Baha'i Faith, please 
write to: 

Mrs, Marian C. Lippitt 
1429 B Jackson St. 
Charleston, West Virginia 

for further information about this 
project. 

HOLY DAYS 
November 12, Birth of Baha'u'llilh 
November 26, Day of the Covenant 
November 28, Ascension of 

'Abdu'1·Baha (1 :00 A.M.) 

FEASTS 
November 4-Qudrat, Power 
November 23-Qawl, Speech 
Dl:O!cember 12-Masa'il, Questions 
December 31~araf, Honor 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
November 6, 7, 8 
December 11, 12, 13 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 
Baha'i Calendar, 1954. Commemo. 

rating the completion of the Shr!ne of 
the Bah .in Haifa, Israel, with a beau
tiful drawing of the Shrine and the 
approach from Mt. Carmel avenue 
by earl Scheffler. All Feast Days and 
Holy Days in color. Separate cal
endar of the Nineteen Day Feast on 
the back, with Holy Days, Anniver
saries, days on which work should be 
suspended and Days of Fasting with 
essential information about each. 
Three colors on white. 14x81.2 

Each ... $ .20 

Reduced Price on Jubilee Pamphlet 
The Mission of Balui'u'Uah {general 
edition}. Jubilee Pamphlet. This is 
one of our finest pieces of literature, 
both in regard to material so care
fully chosen from the Sacred Writ
ings of Baha'u'llilh by Jubilee Com
mittee, and in regard to the physical 
design. The Guardian, through Le
roy loas, expressed his appreciation 
for both the selections made and the 
quality of the brochure itself. 

This brochure was selected for ex
hibit at the Twenty-Sixth Annual Ex
hibit of Design in Chicago Printing, 
and was displayed at the Chicago 
Art Institute for several weeks, later 
going on a traveling exhi hit. The re
sponse, however, to this brochure 
has been slight. The Mission of 
Baha'u'llah will continue to be our 
urgent. vital theme throughout the 
World Crusade. In an endeavor to 
create wider usage of this excellent 
material the Publishing Committee 
urges its us e for the Birthday of 
Baha'u'llah, World Religion Day, and 
for personal and public teaching in 
the coming months. The following 
large lot prices are offered. Dis
count on orders Of $10.00 or .more 
will now be in effect on this item. 

50 copies ................ $ 8.50 
100 copies ......... , ...... $16.00 

Price per single copy will continue 
to be $.20 each. (Price on deluxe edi
tion will continue to be $.90 each. 
but discount will be allowed on $10.00 
orders. These prices will be effec
tive November 1st.) 

Loulie Mathew's Book Available 
Through Publishing Committee 

Not Every Sea Hath Pearls. By Lou· 
lie Mathews. Mrs. Mathews' Baha'i 
reminiscences telling of her teach
ing experiences in her many world 
travels. Formerly available through 
Mrs. Harry Ford at International 
Baha'i School, Colorado Springs, Col
orado, this book is now to be ordered 
direct from the Publishin~ Commit. 
tee, 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette~ 

Price each .... " .. " .. " .. $1.25 

Anchorage Recording District. Alaska
Mrs. Mabel Cotter to Mr. Leslie Mac
Lellan, June 7, 1953. 

Bernalillo County, New Mexico-Miss 
Jean Beardsley to Mr. Donald McMillin, 
August 21, 1953. 

Springfield, Illinois-Miss Marv Lou 
Smith to Mr. Aden Jesse La~chner, 
August 27, 1953. 

Chelan, Washington-Miss Ulale Harris 
to Mr. Charles Graydon Gipson, Sep· 
tember 5, 1953. 

Kenosha, Wisconsin - Miss Jacqueline 
Johnson to Mr. John A. Coburn, Sep
tember 5, 1953. 

San Francisco, California-Miss Prebe] 
Stauter to Mr. Jack D. Franklin, Sep· 
tember 5, 1953. 

Houston, Texas-Miss Dorothea C. Sligh 
to Mr. Edward F. Lacey III, Septem
ber 12, 1953. 

San Francisco, California-Miss Earleta 
Cranshaw to Mr. John Archie Fleming, 
September 12, 1953. 

Beverly, Massachusetts-Miss Helen A. 
Miller to Mr. Chester B. Curtis, Sep
tember 13, 1953. 

Helena, Montana-Miss Jeanine Ruth 
Saunders to Mr. Lawrence C. Stal
naker, September 13, 1953. 

San Diego, California-Miss Viola Fern 
Dell to Mr. Frederick A. Guelke. Jr., 
October 3, 1953. 

NOVEMBER, 1951 

Beverly Hills. California-Mrs. Lili Maria 
Olitzki tel Mr. Carl Herman, October 4, 
1953. 

Boston. MassachusettS-Miss Doris Hall 
to Mr. Roger Lee, no date given. 

Mr. Voll C. Mangum 
Jackson, Mississippi 
July 21, 1953 

Mr. E. A. Walker 
Dayton, Ohio 
July, 1953 

Mrs. Elizabeth Carpenter 
Berkeley, California 
August 2, 1953 

Mrs. Lucinda Massey 
New York, New York 
August 9, 1953 

Mr. John Crowley 
Beverly Massachusetts 
August ]5. 1953 

:.vIrs. Olive Crocker 
Albuquerque. New Mexico 
September 5, 1953 

Mrs. Nora O. Clester 
Oskaloosa, Kansas 
September 11, 1953 

Mrs. Myrtle Campbell 
Seattle, Washington 
September 15, 1953 

Mrs. Rosa Shaw 
San Francisco, California 
September 18, 1953 

Mrs. Ursula Moore 
Washington, D.C. 
September 19, 1953 

Mrs. Edna Ketels 
Port Huron, Michigan 
September 26, 1953 

Mrs. Lillian Atwater 
Maui, Hawaii 
October 6", 1953 

hus. Josephine Clark 
Elsinore, California 
October 7, 1953 

Mr. Linton Lilly 
Santa Monica Judicial District, 
California 
October 7, 1953 

Mrs. Sarah Wells 
Medina, Ohio 
October 10, 1953 

Mr. Roy B. Sheriss 
Santa Monica, California 
October 17, 1953 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is throughout the United States, and to BaM'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
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tiOD of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International BaM'i Council, and the general announcements pre
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 

Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national coommittees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies ·of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the 1lrst day of the 
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ing Editor; Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs, Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True, 
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Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters. 536 Sheridan Road, Wi!· 
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PLANTING THE BANNER OF 
GOD'S TRIUMPHANT CAUSE 

Cable from the Guardian 
Announce (to) National Assem

blies (of the) Baha'i world (that the) 
three week interval since (the) close 
(of the) Holy Year witnessed plant· 
ing (the) banner (of) God's trium· 
phant Cause (in) no less (than) 
twenty-one virgin .areas (of the) 
globe, raising (the) total number 
(of) territories opened (to the) 
Faith (to) two hundred, repre
senting well nigh (a) sixty per 
cent increase (in the) course (of a) 
little over half (a) year (in the) 
number (of) sovereign States (and) 
Dependencies included (within) its 
pale during (the) one hundred (and) 
nine years (of) its existence_ 

(The) seventy virgin areas, 
brought within (the) orbit (of the) 
swiftly expanding Baha'i adminis
trative order since (the) lalIDching 
(a! the) World Crusade, include 
twenty-one (in the) Americas; nine
teen (in) Africa, nineteen (in) Eu
rope (and) thirteen (in) Asia. 

(The) following pioneers (have 
been) inscribed (on the) Roll (of) 
Honor since (the) last announce
ment: Gerald, Gail (and) Leeanna 
Curwin, Bahamas; Enoch Olinga, 
British Cameroons; Malcolm King, 
BTitish Guiana; Peggy (and) George 
True, Canaries; Shirley Warde, 
British Honduras; Irving Geary. 
Cape Breton Is!and; Zunilda Pala
cios, Chiloe (Is!and); Edith Dan
ielson, Cook Islands; Himatlal 
Bhatt, Diu (Island); Elinor (and) 
Robert Wolff, Dutch Guiana; Eber
hard Friedland, French Guiana .. La
bib Esphahani, French West Africa; 
Adela (and) Salvador Torma, Juan 
Fernandez (Island); Gladys (and) 
Benjamin Weeden, Leeward Islands; 
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Frances Heller 1 M acaa; Lionel Per
aji, Mahe; Ola Powlavska, Miquelon 
and St. PieTre (Islands); Elsie 
Austin, Nosrat Shayesteh, 'Ab
bas Mu1)ammad-'AH Jalali Rowhani, 
Ardekani Hasanzadeh Rafii, Moroc
co) International Zone; Bertha Dob
bins, New Hebrides; Opal (and) 
Leland Jensen, Reunion (Island); 
Marie Ciocc-a, Sardinia; 'Abbas Ka
mil, Seychelles (Islands); Emma 
Rice (and) Mr. (and) Mrs. Bagley, 
Sici!y; Greta Lamprill (and) Glad 
Parke, Society ISlands; Mr. (and) 
Mrs. McKay, Mr. (and) Mrs. Flem
ing (and) Miss Jenssen, Spanish Mo
rocco; Mu1)ammad Mostafa, Spanish 
Sahara, Lillian Middlemast (and) Es
ther M. Evans, Windward Islands. 

As few as two territories of Eu
rope, six (in the) Americas, four
teen (in) Africa (and) twenty-two 
(in) Asia still remain unopened, ex
cluding (the) Republics (and) satel· 
lites (of the) Soviet Union. May 
(the) opening year (of the) decade· 
long spiritual Crusade be victor
iously concluded (and) befittingly 
celebrated (in the) course (of the) 
festivities (of) next Ric;lvan through 
(the) establishment (of the) nucleus 
(of the) Faith (in) each (of the) 
remaining forty-four territories, in
suring thereby (the) virtual attain· 
ment (of the) foremost objective 
(of the) initial stage (of the) Ten 
Year Plan. 

Haifa. Israel 
November 11, 1953 

-8HOGHl 

COMMENTARY: NATIONAL SP1RITlJAL. ASSEMBLY 

FORTY-FOUR TERRITORIES 
NEED PIONEER SETTLEMENT 
BY RIDVAN, 1954 

The Guardian's cablegram of No
vember 11 records throughout the 
Baha'j World an impressive measure 
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of achievement. From the end of 
Holy Year in mid-October to early 
November, pioneers settled twenty
one virgin areas-at the rate of one 
settlement daily for twenty-one days. 

This notable accomplishment, the 
Guardian acclaims, raises to two 
hundred the D1:1m ber of sovereign 
States and political Dependencies 
wherein Baha'is are found. Here is 
an entirely new momentum within 
the Baha~i world community, accel
erating the march of the victorious 
host. 

With reverence and gratitude we 
read the new names incribed on the 
Guardian's Roll of Honor, and we 
pray for their spiritual success in 
forming a Baha'i commtmity. 

Today there is no terminal mon1:l
ment commemorating Baha'i vic
tory. The path of glory has no end; 
the responsibility can never be dis
charged. We move from task to task, 
opportunity to opportunity, in a 
mighty transformation of the life of 
humankind. 

Actually, what Baha'is are doing 
in their service to the Ten Year Plan 
is to lay the foundation of a new 
World Order so firmly that even the 
utmost perturbation and ruin within 
the old order cannot destroy the new 
creation. We build a new Order for 
hum am ty in its hour of direst peril. 
This is a reasonable view for Baha'is 
to take of the real urgency and aim 
of the Guardian's World Crusade. 

Between now and RiQ.van, 1954, 
there are forty-four virgin territor
ies calling for pioneer settlement
two in Europe, six in the Western 
Hemisphere, fourteen in Africa and 
twenty-two in Asia (outside the poli
tical control of the Soviet Union). 
All the National Assemblies in
volved, their committees and their 
volunteer pioneers, will surely con
centrate upon this immediate task. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 
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LITERATURE IN GOAL AREA 
LANGUAGES NEEDED 

Believers who have extra copies of 
Baha'i literature in an.y languages 
other than English, French, German, 
Italian or Spanish, which they are 
not using in their present teaching 
efforts, are requested to donate them 
for immediate use in the World Cru
sade. Send all books or pamphlets as 
soon as possible to: 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'Is of the United States 
536 Sheridan Road 
Wilmette. illinois 

NEW DELHI NOTES 
The New Delhi Conference proceed

ings were duly recorded by the 
permanent Secretary. and this ma
terial in one form or another will no 
doubt be made generally available. 
The sessions were so varied, so dra
matic and altogether appealing that 
these brief notes are offered to the 
friends who did not attend. 

Last month the more formal ac
tions and episodes were reported 
and the pageantry of East-West is 
now depicted as vividly as possible 
in items chosen from hastily written 
notes. 

Our departed brother, Siegfried 
Schopfiocher, Hand of the Cause, was 
eulogized during the first session, and 
a prayer chanted in the Arabic 
tongue. 

The first roll call by countries gave 
a count of 351 Baha'is from thirty 
lands. 

Few formal talks were given, 
though the Agenda listed many titles. 
Instead we enjoyed firsthand experi. 
ences related by pioneers who had 
established communities in Oriental 
lands. These experiences seemed to 
link us with the earliest and bloodiest 
days of Baha'i martyrdom - an un
interrupted history of opposition and 
denial which the West has not suf
fered as yet. 

At the request of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of India, Paki
stan and Burma, the office of Con
ference chairman was assumed in 
daily rotation by representatives of 
the participating Assemblies. The 
final sessions, however, devoted to 
the Baha'i community of India, and 
the concluding hours of the Confer-

ence were conducted by our host in 
the persons of Mr. Abbas Ally Butt, 
Chairman, and Mr. A. Rahman, 
Secretary. 

Greetings were recorded from Mr. 
Leroy loas, Mrs. Amelia E. Collins, 
Misses Jessie and Ethel Revell, of 
Haifa; Mrs. Corinne True, Hand of 
the Cause, Wilmette, Illinois; the 
Canadian National Spiritual Assem~ 
bly; Dr. Hermann Grossmann, Hand 
of the Cause, Germany; from the 
Assembly of Anchorage, Alaska; and 
from Mr. and Mrs. Jameson Bond, 
Arctic Bay - northernmost point of 
the Baha'i world, a letter addressed 
to the Guardian and read at New 
Delhi at the Guardian's request. 
Greetings also arrived from the Na~ 
tional Spiritual Assemblies of iran, 
'Iraq, Italy-Switzerland, United 
States, South America, British Isles, 
Germany-Austria, Aus trali a·N ew 
Zealand, Egypt-Sudan, Centr.~l 
America, the Asia, European and 
Africa Teaching Committees of the 
United States, the British Asia 
Teaching Committee, and the Assem
blies of Rome, Sydney, Auckland, 
Copenhagen, Benghazi (Libya), Tuni
sia, Beirut, Rangoon, Thailand, K::tra
chi, Colombo (Ceylon), Kolapol, 
Cawnpore, Istanbul - thrilling in 
their evidence of the world-wide 
character of the Faith, 

Among the subjects expounded 
was, HWorld Crusade - Its Char
acter and Purpose, t' following the 
subject - ~'Celebration of the Cen
tenary". These subjects were pre
sented by Mr. Featherstone, Mr. 
Giachery, Mr_ Khildem and Mr. 
HoIley_ 

Saffa Kinney's musical rendition 
of the Greatest Name was chanted 
at the opening of one of the sessions. 

A rare occasion was created when 
eleven pioneers assigned to Asian 
posts were presented to the Confer
ence, 38 volunteers came one by one 
to the microphone and announced 
their names and countries of origin. 

The memorial gathering held in 
honor of Sutherland Maxwell was 
very impressive, with eulogies by 
John Robarts, U go Giachery and 
Mason Remey. 

A radio program was carried out 
during the Conference by Mason 
Remey and Dorothy Baker. 

All present were happy to greet 
the Baha'i from East Africa (Ugan
da) who arrived after the Conference 
was convened. 

Jinab-i·Fagil who made two visits 
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to America years ago, reported that 
his completed history of the Faith in 
Persia has been sent to the Guardian 
in manuscript form. Reference was 
made from the floor to a Baha'i of 
Baglldad who had collected lost 
Writings of the Bab and sent them 
to the Guardian. 

A great response was made in cash 
and jewelry to the appeal for funds 
to finance pioneer projects. ·One 
offering was made in memory of 
Keith Ransom-Kehler. 

Mr. Furutan chanted a prayer for 
the most recent Baha'i martyr of 
Persia. 

The Conference voted an expres
sion of grateful thanks to Mrs. 
Amelia E. Collins for her contribu~ 
tion made for Temple land in Haifa, 
as reported in the Guardian's cable. 
to the Conference. 

A moving statement was made by 
Mr. Furutan to the pioneers who go 
out after the Conference, quoting 
from the Master On the spiritual sig. 
nificance of pioneering, and likening 
events today to the early days of 
Christianity. 

One session was devoted to a 
memorial gathering in honor of Mr. 
Fathe-Azaam, the martyred Persian 
Baha'i. 

Mention is due the exhibit which 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
India, PakisHm and Burma arranged 
especially for the Conference, con
sisting of photographs of the Shrine 
and Gardens, the Remey Temple 
model, the Wilmette House of Wor
ship, and Hands of the Cause. 

Artemus Lamb and Jamshid Foz
dar contributed to the addresses by 
pioneers on their personal experi~ 
ences, Mrs. Shirin Fozdar told about 
pioneering in Singapore and Dr. 
MWlji spoke on his pioneering among 
Hindus. 

In connection with the references 
to U go Giachery and Leroy 10as in
cluded in the Guardian's cable, Mil
dred Mottahedeh told us about Mr. 
Giachery's work for the Shrine, and 
Dorothy Baker reported on the work 
done by Mr. loas. 

The Conference was plunged into 
grief by information from Ba:;:ra that 
a Baha'i has recently been martyred 
there -the first Baha'i to be con
firmed from the John the Baptist 
community. A eulogy was delivered 
by Kamil 'Abbas. 

Other pioneers who shared their 
experiences: Saeed Nahvi (Pondi
cherry), Mr. Ilmi (Pakistan), Alvin 
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Fourth Bahi.'i intercontinental Teaching Conference, convened 
by tbe chairman, Mr .• Abba.!! Ally BuU of the N atioft&l SpiJ'itual 

Assembly of India, Pikistin and Burma 

Bah3.'i public meeting held a1 the Constitution Club during the 
Conference at New DeUd, India. Mr. Mason Kerney. lIa.od of 
the Cause and the Guardian's representative at the Conference 

Blum on technics of pioneering, Dr. 
Lukmani on teaching in India and 
Ceylon, Mrs. Ba:Qiyyih Nadeiri pre
sented greetings from a Bombay 
Baha'i pioneering in Zanzibar, Mrs. 
Salisa Kirmani (Karikal) spoke on 
pioneering there. 

The moving picture films showing 
the completed Shrine of the Bab, the 
Gardens, and the Shrine 'Of Baha'u'· 
llah, transported the hearts to the 
spiritual and administrative World 
Center of our Faith. 

A believer from Thai~and told us 
that after twenty fruitless days of 
pioneer effort he attended a moving 
picture show and saw the Master's 
picture and .a view of the Temple in 
Wilmette. He thereupon handed out 
literature to those leaving the thea
ter. Later he was que s tioned at the 
Police Department and his literature 
approved. There are now seven 
Baha'is! 

Dorothy Baker outlined the teach
ing methods used in establishing the 
Faith in Latin America. This was 
followed by the experience of an 
'Iraqi Baha'i who pioneered in Aden 
and overcame great resistance from 
Islam. 

A cable received from Harlan Ober 
recalled his journey to India with 
Hooper Harris many years ago. This 
message was much appreciated. 

The Conference was informed that 
twelve 'pioneers have gone forth from 
Nairobi and thirty-five from Uganda. 

The Vice Chairman of the Indian 
National Spiritual Assembly spoke 
on the Baha'i School at Panchgani, 
which the Guardian has s.aid will be· 
come a University. At present there 
are 83 children living there and 
attending classes in BahaJi and aca
demic subjects. 75,000 rupees (about 
$16,000) are needed nOw for a new 

addresses the assembled guests 

school building, and 35,000 rupees for 
equipment, laboratory and general 
repairs to the existing plant. Con
tributions were made for this pur
puse and a good sum realized. Mr. 
Furu tan spoke on the subject of 
Baha'i education. Mrs. Mildred Mot
t.ahedeh outlined the Baha·i activities 
in relation to United Nations. Par
ticularly enjoyed was her remark 
that the Non~Governmental Organ
ization Conference in Istanbul was 
conducted in the palace of the Sultan 
who persecuted Baha!u'llah. Arte
mus Lamb spoke on the Non-Gov
ernmental Organization Conference 
held in Nicaragua, and Stanley Bol
ton described the Conferences held 
in Indonesia and Manila. Ugo Gia
chery depicted the Conference re
cently held in Geneva. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
India requested the Baha'l United 
Nations Committee to appeal for 
India as the site of the next United 
Nations Conference in Asia. 

The Conference hailed the outgoing 
pioneers whose plans were completed 
since the first group of pioneers were 
presented at an earlier session. 

This historic gathering terminated 
with a celebration of the Nineteen 
Day Feast, and this event signalized 
likewise the end of Holy Year. 

-HORACE HOLLEY 

! I· 

The Well Being of Mankind 
u •• The well-being of mankind, 

its peace and security, are unattain
able unless and until its unity is 
firmly established. This unity can 
never be achieved so long as the 
cOWlsels which the Pen of the Most 
High hath revealed are suffered to 
pass unheeded," 

Mission of BaM'u'llah-page 12 
Jubilee Pamphlet 

NOTICE TO ALL ASSEMBLY 
AREA TEACHING COMMfTIEE, 
AND GROUP SECRETARIES, 
AND ALL ISOLATED BAHA'I'S 

Report all enrollments, trans
fers, changes of address, mar
riages performed by a Local 
Spiritual Assembly, and deaths 
promptly to the National Spirit
ual Assembly, 50 that records 
can be kept accurate and up to 
date. 

This will insure regular deliv
ery of BAHA'i NEWS and other 
correspondence, and will save 
large sums of money for the Na· 
tional Fund - money which is 
urgently needed for carrying on 
the important work of the Ten 
Year Crusade, 

SOUTH AMERICA REPORTS 
PIONEER ARRIVALS 

A letter from the National Spirit· 
ual Assembly of the Baha'is of South 
America gives the date some of the 
pioneers cited in the Guardian's ca· 
ble (page 1) arrived at their posts. 

Gladys and Ben Weeden arrived in 
the Leeward Islands October 14. 

Mrs. Esther M. Evans and Mrs. 
Lillian Middlemast arrived in the 
Windward Islands October 14. 

Zunilda Palacios arrived in the 
Island of Chil"" October 18. 

Other dedicated believers are eith
er on their way to goal area s or 
completing plans for early departure 
to their posts. Of these settlements, 
the letter states: 

'~The settling of these territories 
has been a wonderful example of 
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close cooperation between the North 
an<l South American Committees, 
and we are deeply grateful to the 
North American and Australian pio
neers who have come to help us open 
these areas to the Faith. Truly in the 
Baha'i World there are no frontiers 
and the unity of all in the service of 
Baha'u'llah must gladden the heart 
of our beloved Guardian." 

PIONEERING FROM INDIA, 
PAKISTAN AND BURMA 

Baha'i News Letter, issued by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of India, Pakistan and Bur
ma, reports the date of arrival at 
their posts of some of the pioneers 
cited in the Guardian's cable of Sep
tember 20. (BAHA'i NEWS, Novem
ber, page 2). 

Ghulam Ali KurJawala reached 
Daman June 21. 

Mrs. Feroze Gushtasp Yaganegi 
and Miss Roshan Aftabi arrived in 
Goa July L 

Mr. Saeed Nahvi arrived in Pondi· 
cherry July 21, followed by Mr. 
Shyam Bihari Lal on August 4. 

Mr. Uday Narain Singh arrived in 
Gangtok, Sikkim, August 4. 

Other pioneers are preparing to 
leave for virgin goal areas, while 
applications for pioneering continue 
to be received as believers arise to 
their responsibilities under the World 
Crusade. 

AFRICAN TRANSLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN 

The translation of Baha'i litera
ture into the African languages 
specified by our Guardian as essen
tial for the World Crusade has been 
started. Work is proceeding with all 
possible speed and it is hoped that 
the first of these brochures may be 
produced in the near future. 

SEARCH FOR 
HAZIRATU'L-QUDS 
SITE IN LONDON 

One of the objectives to be achiev
ed during the first two years of the 
World Crusade is the establishment 
of the J:Ia?iratu'l-Quds for the Brit
ish Isles in London. 

A fund has been established and 
negotiations have been opened for 
the purchase of a suitable property. 
Many agents are looking for prem
ises but it is both difficult and ex-

pensive to get freehold property in 
London of the kind required. Prayer 
and earnest endeavor are being 
brought to bear on the removal of 
difficulties, that this goal may 
speedily be realized. 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

Yerrlnbool Su mmer School 
Beginning with the Feast of 

Sbaraf, December 31, the Yerrin
bool Summer School sessions will 
continue through January 10. The 
programming centers around inten· 
si ve study to equip believers for the 
tasks they are to undertake in the 
World Crusade. One week-end will 
be devoted to a sharing of experi
ences with friends returning from a 
tour of the Baha 'f world, who will 
report on the Intercontinental Con
ferences and on activities at the 
World Center of the Faith, 

CANADA 

Home Front Crusade Plans 
At least thirty new assemblies are 

to be established in Canada during 
the Ten Year Crusade. Preparatory 
to the launching of a sustained cam
paign for the development of thirty 
chosen outposts to assembly status, 
the National Teaching Committee of 
Canada has directed attention to 
consolidation needs in the existing 
assemblies, which are to serve as 
bases from which to launch Opera
tion "Dispersal." 

The Canadian Baha'i News states: 
"The difference between eight or 

nine believers on a base is not one 
believer but an assembly. An assem· 
bly is our smallest collective cell, 
to impair it is to block the lifeblood 
Df a living organism . . ." 

Plans are going forward that the 
first of the year shall see Canada's 
virgin area goals settled, its bases 
consolidated and the Crusade on the 
home front soIidiy launched, 

It-lOlA. PAKISTAN 
AND BURMA 

The New Era School 
In Panchgani, India, the New Era 

School, which is owned and operat
ed under the auspices of the N a-
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tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of India, Pakistim and Bur
ma, has celebrated the Ninth Anni
versary of its founding. The Com
mittee for the school recently pur
chased a large piece of land, 
creating a vast property about the 
five buildings which house the 
school. More than eighty boarder. 
students are in residence and the 
school is operated as a year-round, 
established institution. 

SOUTH AMER!CA 
AlI-Bra.lI Study Conference 

During the week-end of October 
31 to November 2, representatives 
of the Baha'i Communities of Bahia, 
Rio de Janeiro, Santos-Sao Vicente 
and Sao Paulo conducted a highly 
successful Study Conference. Held in 
Sao Paulo's new downtown center, 
the meetings were devoted to an 
intense analysis of the Guardian's 
Ten-Year Crusade Plan and how it 
affects the activities of the Baha'is 
of Brazil. As the significances of the 
Guardian's messages penetrated the 
hearts of the assembled believers, 
offers were made to start teaching 
activities in new places. A serious 
resolve was made and measures 
were taken to survey Brazil's own 
virgin territories and to star,t work 
on a serious, sustained, rational pro
gram leading toward the' accom
plishment of the goals of Brazil: a 
National Spiritual A::;;sembly, a Na
tional l:Ia~iratu'I-Quds and the estab
lishment of the LatinMAmerican Pub
lishing Trust in Rio de Janeiro. A 
spirit of complete harmony and co
operation characterized the Confer
ence's deliberations and aU present 
felt that they had truly experieneed 
the guidance and inspiration of 
Baha'ullflh. 

Unlted Nations Day Meetlngs 
Implementing the Guardian's in

junction to "reinforce the ties bind~ 
ing the Baha'i World Community to 
the United Nations", the Baha'i 
Community of Rio de Janeiro cele
brated United Nations Day, October 
24. The theme of "The Baha'i Faith 
and World Peace" was developed in 
four talks entitled: 

HBaha'u'llah's Tablets to the 
Kings and Rulers" 

HThe Baha'i Peace Program" 
"The Lesser Peace and the Most 

Great Peace" 
"Peace Organizations Throughout 

the Ages, and the United Na
tions" 
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The Natlona.l Spir:itl1~t_A~s_~mbly _P'J~, Ffild$tan and Bu._rma, 
UDder whose auspices the Four1h Intercontinental Teaching' 

CoDlerence was plaDned and conducted 

PubUc Bana/i meeting, held in the Town Hall~ New Delhi, 
India. durin.c" the Intercontinental Conference 

IIIUHllIlIllItlllllllllllllllllllllllUlUUlIlIlIIllllilllllllllllllllllllrHlIlIlIllIL!lIlililllllllllllll1l1IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUllillUIUlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUlllllllllllflllllllllllllllllllllllliliI!IIIIIU'IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII'rIlIlIlIIlIUlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIZIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIWIIIIIIIIII11I1I1I11I1I1I1I1111I1I1I1I1I111I1I1I11I1!! 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
TEACHING COMMITIEE 

The Western Hemisphere Teach
ing Committee was thrilled and 
awed by the response of volunteers 
to the Guardian's appeal that a su
perhuman effort be made to raise 
the number of countries, dependen
cies and islands opened to the Faith 
to as close to 200 as possible before 
the end of the Holy Year. Through 
their selfless dedication and deter
mination to overcome all obstacles, 
seven additional goals were won. 
The Canadian island of Anticos·ti. 
however, still needs a pioneer. Th~e 
Committee will gratefully welcome 
any suggestion for the settlement of 
this post. 

We must support the pioneers in 
every way and one way possible to 
every believer is that of prayer. 
Letters from the virgin areas attest 
the need . . . "Please include this 
pioneer in your prayers . . . There 
is a great power in feeling such a 
real dependence on God and His 
help." 

With all of the work which was 
done in Latin America during the 
two Seven Year Plans, some be
lievers may think that the need for 
pioneers to these lands is not urgent. 
This is far, far from the truth. 
Baha'i centers are sparsely scat
tered from MexicoJ through all of 
Central America, the Caribbean is
lands and the whole continent of 
South America. In this vast area, 

spanning 90 degrees of latitude, over 
2Jf.! times the size of the United 
Sta te" inhabited by more than 120 
million souls, twenty National Spir
itual Assemblies must be es
tablished in less than ten years. To 
build these assemblies, the existing 
foundations must be greatly broad· 
ened and strengthened, starting now. 
Virgin cities must be won, existing 
communities must be strengthened 
and made firm, local assemblies and 
groups must be multiplied. Expan
sion and cDnsolidation are the key 
words. 

The Guardian has assigned to the 
Baha'is of the United States the task 
of aiding our sister Com m unities in 
this work. Among these warm
hearted people, in a culture differ
ing from ours, many Baha'i workers 
and pioneers are needed. The Com
mittee asks those who can go now 
or in the future to write to: 

The Western Hemisphere Teach
ing Committee 

Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, Sec
retary 

73 College Road West 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Intending pioneers who cannot 
leave now but who plan to go in the 
future are urged to study Spanish 
and to find employment that will 
lead in the direction of Latin Amer
ica. The Committee further suggests 
that those who cannot go themselves 
deputize someone who can, and that 
all Baha'is give as much as possible 
to the National Fund, the stream 
of lifeblood which w:ill enable the 
work to go forward. 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

The American Indian Service Com
mi ttee reports that an Indian teach
ing pioneer, Mrs. Kit Goldstein, is 
Wldertaking graduate work in Indian 
anthropology and art at Arizona 
State College in Flag.taff. This 
makes possible teaching work 
among the Hopi and Navajo Indians 
of this area. 

INTERRACIAL 
TEACHING COMMITTEE 

The Interracial Teaching Commit
tee has been given the foUm.ving as
signment by the National Spiritual 
Assembly. 

"To contact American Negro lead
ers; to encourage Local Assem
blies and Groups to emphasize 
teaching among Negroes; to de
velop activities which will in
crease contact with Negro popula
tions; to foster wider understand
ing of the teachings on the prin
ciple of the oneness of mankind." 
At the present time, the Interra-

cial Teaching Committee is organ
izing a mailing project to present 
the following pa m phlets: 

A Pattern for Future Society 
Baha'i Teachings for a World 

Faith 
Man One Family 
Local Assemblies have been re

quested to assist in this effort - by 
sending addresses and information 
about Negro- leaders in their com
munities to the Committee. These 
leaders win then be contacted from 
the National Committee level and 
receive pamphlets .and follow-up. 
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Data regarding such leaders should 
be forwarded to: 

Baha'i Interracial Teaching Com-
mittee 

Miss Lydia J. Martin, Secretary 
11529 Helton Avenue 
Clevel and 6, Ohio 
The cooperation of every local 

community is needed to launch this 
program. 

TEMPLE GUIDING COMMITTEE 
A total of 514,667 people have visit

ed the Baha'i House of Worship in 
Wilmette from the time that a record 
was first kept of visitors to the 
temple (June, 1932) until the end of 
October, 1953. 

After the Dedication and the in· 
tercontinental Teaching Conference, 
the number of visitors increased 
greatly over other years: 81,075 
from May 6 to October 31. The larg
est number in anyone month was 
19,743, in August. 

Comparisons between figures for 
1952 and 1953 illustrate this develop
ment. Shown in the tables below are 
statistics for Labor Day Weekend 
and a month by month study of 
visitors. 

Labor Day Weekend 
Year SaiuT'ria.y Sunday Monday Total 
1952 233 1,166 635 2.034 
1953 813 2,200 3,186 6.199 

MoD'tb by Month Study 
Mcnth 1952 19"5l 

.Tanuary 1.192 1,805 
Ferruary 1,799 2,733 
March 1,783 3.207 
April 2,102 3,383 
May 2,436 7,591 
June 3.622 9,765 
July 4,535 16,120 
August 7.814 19,743 
~eptembel" 8,433 18,052 
October 6,238 9,804 

Total 39,904 92,203 
Since the first of the year, 9~ 

groups have arranged for special 
tours of the building, among tbem 
many church groups consisting of 
young people accompanied by 
adults, often by the minister. The 
largest of these tours was the Inter· 
national Walther League, 750 youth 
from Lutheran churches throughout 
the world. 

Some visitors express a receptiv
ity to the Faith which those who 
are priviJeged to guide find very re
warding. A man from New South 
Wales said, HThese are things that 
were born in my heart, but I am 
hearing them for the first time to
day." A visitor, told that she would 
miss her ride back to Chicago on 

the bus with her group unless she 
hurried, replied, "For what I've 
found here today, I would gladly 
walk back to Chicago." 

The temple has been open long 
hours; from 10:30 A.M. until 9:00 
P.M. up to October 15. It is now 
open from 1:00 P.M. until dark dur
ing the week and from 10:30 A.M. 
on Sunday. Many of the guides come 
from long distances at great sacri
fice of time and energy. "Open ye 
the gates of the Temple to all man
kind!" 'Abdu'l-Baha exhorted the 
friends. Guides, following this in
junction, reap many bounties. As 
one guide said, "It has been my 
greatest spiritual experience." 

It is a privilege to guide, to serve 
in any capacity at the Baha'i House 
of Worship, "the most hallowed 
Tern pIe ever to be erected by the 
followers of Baha'u'llah." Baha'is in
terested in learning how to prepare 
themselves for guiding, please con~ 
tact: 

The Temple Guiding Committee 
Mrs. Margarite Ullrich, Chairman 
219 Forest Avenue 
Oak Park, Illinois. 

HAVE YOU MOVED RECENTLY? 
D:D YOU MISS ONE OR TWO 
ISSUES OF BAHA'I NEWS? 

Perhaps these two facts go 
hand-in-hand. If you are a mem
ber of a community - and con
templating a change of address 
-be sure to notify your Local 
Assembly secretary immediate
ly. 

If you are isolated, send this 
information directly to tbe N a
tional Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters, 536 Sheridan 
Road, Wilmette, Ill. 

YOUT prompt cooperation is 
necessary to keep the address 
files of the National Baha'i Of
fice up to date and accurate. 

LOUHELEN WINTER SESSION 
The Louhelen School Committee 

has annotmced that the Winter Ses
sion will be beld from December 26 
to January 2. The theme of the ses
sion is "Spiritual Preparation for 
the World Crusade." 

Room, board and tuition cost $3.75 
a day. Only dormitory accommoda
tions are available. 

Send reservations to: 
Mrs. Rebecca Wideman 
3196 S. State Road 
Davison, Michigan 

DECEMBER, 1953 

BAHA'! ON THE AIR 

The Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Baha'I 
Community participated in the reg
ular radio broadcast, on October 4, 
of the Inter-Faith Committee in con
junction with the Milwaukee County 
Council of Churches, on time made 
available by radio staton WTMJ. 
In addition to a talk on "The Baha OJ 
World Faith", music was provided 
by the Milwaukee Baha'i Chorus. 

Madison, Wisconsin, Baha'is have 
arranged the broadcast of a series 
of fifteen-minute weekly talks on the 
Faith, using tape recordings avail
able through Baha'i News Service. 
(BAHA'f NEWS, July, 1953) Two em
ployees of the station who read the 
scripts before they were presented 
on the air expressed interest in the 
Faith and spot announcements of the 
broadcast throughout the week led 
to further inquiries. 

The New York City Public Rela
tions Committee arranged for the ap
pearance of Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh 
on Barry Gray's November 14, radio 
program. Barry Gray I a well-known 
news columnist and reporter, has 
been presenting the point of view of 
various religions on his show 
recently. 

The Birthday of Baha'u'llah, being 
celebrated througbout the world tbat 
week, was made the occasion for pre
senting the Baha'i Faith. Forty-five 
minutes of the two-hour show was 
given over to questions by the in
terviewer and from the studio au
dience. Many people have phoned the 
Baha'i Center since the broadcast to 
seek further information about the 
Faith. It is estimated tbat the pro
gram reached Ilh million people. 

BAHA'I ON THE CAMPUS 
The University of Arizona Baha'i 

Club reports a steady increase in 
attendance and interest at their reg· 
u]ar Friday evening meetings. There 
is a good _ representation of races 
and nationalities at these gatherings. 

The Baha'i Club of Northwestern 
University was represented in the 
brochure "Religion at Northwest
ern" sent by the University to all 
new students this fall. A half-page 
article giving the aims of the Club 
and the principles of the Faith ap
peared. together with a picture of 
the Baha'i House of Worship in Wi!. 
mette. Recently, the Club presented 
thirteen Baha'i books to Deering Li
brary, the university library, a gift 
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made possible through the generos· 
ity of the Evanston BahaJi Commu· 
nity, The books were of immediate 
use to Journalism students assigned 
to write articles on the B aha' i F ai th 
as part of their course work. A news 
item in the school paper annotu1ced 
the gift, 

The Stanford Baha'i Club is en
deavoring to promote a religious 
emphasis week at Stanford Univer
sity. In addition to well attended 
weekly meetings, the gr<>up has held 
two highly successful public meet
ings this fall, 

BAHA'I BOOTHS AT FAIRS 
Fall is Fair time in the United 

States. At state and local Fairs 
across the country this year Baha'i 
exhibits provided a means for more 
widespread proclamation of the 
Faith, 

For the fifth year the Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, Bah,,'i Community 
managed a booth at the Sioux Em
pire Fair. About 50,000 people went 
through the building, according to a 
local reporter. and more than 700 
pieces of Ii tera ture were given to 
interested inquirers. 

The Birmingham Baha'i Commu
nity reports that its display at the 
Alabama State Fair has put the 
name BAHA'i before a cross section 
of Alabama as never before, the fin# 
est publicity yet obtained in that 
state; 2,677 pieces of literature were 
given out, many to teachers and 
pupils who requested them for class 
discussion. A planned survey of the 
grounds and trash boxes failed to 
disclose one piece of Baha'i litera~ 
ture discarded. 

At the Washoe County Fair in 
Reno about 2000 people stopped to 
see the Temple slides projected, 
M()re than 2000 pamphlets were dis
tributed. From tbis effort, already 
a few people have entered a study 
class. The Baha'i Faith was the only 
religion to have a booth at the fair. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
The beginning of regular BaM.' i 

classes for children has been report~ 
ed by the communities of Anchor~ 
age, Alaska; Green Bay, Wisconsin; 
Maywood, Illinois; and Brookfield 
Community, Wisconsin. 

The Central Atlantic States Area 
Teaching Committee has contacted 
all women's clubs hl Delaware and 
MaryJand, offering to provide a 

speaker to review the book Pre
scription for Living'. 

Baha'i News Service press ma~ 

terial about the celebration of the 
60th Anniversary of the introduction 
of the Baha'i Faith on this continent, 
lead to the appearance of an article 
on the Faith in E! Mundo largest 
newspaper in Rio Piedras, Puerto 
Rico. 

The Local Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Los .I\ngeles has es
tablished a Fund for members of 
the community who wish to contri
bute toward sustaining a pioneer. 

Through the initiative of Baha'is 
of Quiney, Illinois, the officials of 
the Soldiers and Sailors Home ac~ 
cepted the gift of "Words for the 
World H for use over the institution's 
pu blie address system and in the 
assembly hall. 

The Miami, }t"'Jorioa Baha'i Com
munity was host to Gerald, Gail and 
Leeanna Curwin when these pio~ 
neers stopped over in Miami en 
route to their post in Nassau, Ba
hama Islands. 

Upon request by the Niles Town· 
ship Baha'i GrouPt the Niles, Mich .. 
igan public school system has ex~ 
cused Baha'i children from attend~ 
ance at school on Baha'i Holy Days. 

United Nations Day W_:lS observed 
by the Miami, Florida, Baha'i Com
munity with a social evening which 
included the showing or two films 
released by the United Nations. 
"Our Shrinking World" and 'The 
World is Rich". 

Baha'is of Madison, Wisconsin, 
had charge of a World Community 
Day program sponsored by the Mad
ison Council of Churches. whose 
purpose is to promote interfaith un~ 
derstanding. A panel on compara~ 
tive religion presented seven stu~ 
dents, representatives of the world's 
living faiths: Hindu, Jewish, Zoro
astrian, Buddhist, Christian, IsHlm 
and Baha'i. 

The Inter~Bay Assembly Commit~ 
tee of the Bay Area in Northern Cal~ 
ifornia has made plans for public 
meetings during Brotherhood Week, 
to be held in February, Their theme: 
4lBrotherhood in 1963." 

AUDIO-VISUAL EDUCATION 
COMMITIEE 

Jubilee Recording Ready 
for Distribution 

The Sound Department of the 
Audio-Visual Education Committee 
announces that a quality recording, 
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taken at the JubiJee Celebration 
marking the Dedication of the Baha'i 
House ot Worship at Wilmette, is nOw 
ready for distribution. 

Friends who purchase the record 
may now hear, in their own homes, 
the Guardian's message written for 
that occasion as Rul)iyyih Khanum, 
his special emissary to the All Amer
ica Conference, presented it on May 
2 of this year, 

On the other side of the record, 
Baha'u'lhih's prayer, "From the 
Sweet-Scented Streams/' set to 
music by Mr. Charles Wolcott, is 
sung by the Northwestern University 
A Cappella Choir. 

Ten-inch, long·playing, microgroove, 
33 1/3 RPM, double·faced, un· 
breakable viny~ite recording (Rec
ord No. BLP·l) including: 
A. Introduction by Paul Haney and 

Address by Rul;liyyih Khimum. 
B. "From the Sweet·Scented 

Streams." 
Price, postpaid, per record .. $2.50 

Special prices to Assemblies 

Three Wing Display 
Poster Available 

The Committee further announces 
the availability of the new Three 
Wing Display Poster. This unit, four 
feet long by twenty·two inches high, 
includes three 11" x 14" recent pic
tures of the Temp~e, showing first 
landscaping detaiJs. It is ready for 
mailing to any part of the country. 
Price, postpaid ................ $3.50 

Send orders to: 
The Audio-Visual Education 

Committee 
126 Evergreen Place 
West Englewood, N. J. 

THE CHILD'S WAY 
An interview by the National Child 

Education Committee with Dr. jAli· 
Akbar Furutan, Hand of the Cause 
and an expert in education, appears 
in Vol. V, No.1 of The Child's Way. 
Single copies are available for 
twenty cents each. A subscription 
to The Ch Hd' sWay and The Ch il
dren's Page may be had for one 
dollar a year. 

Send all subscriptions and orders 
to: 

The Child's Way 
Mrs. Amy B. Dwelly, Editor 
9400 Euclid Ave., Suite 20 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 
Baha'i Temple Gardens. By Hilbert 

E. Dahl. Reprinted from Landscape 
Architecture, July, 1953. Story of the 
creatitm of the garden setting for the 
Baha'i Temple, planned to blend with 
and- enhance this universal House 
of Worship. The symbolic meaning 
of the Temple itself, and as an in
spiration for the landscape setting. 
Useful as genera-I, informative ar~ 
tic1e on the Temple and grounds, as 
well as having prestige value for 
supplementary background material 
in presenting articles for press re
leases. Four illustrations, 8~ x 11. 
8 pp. Self cover. Each ... $.10 

. 25 copies ... $2,00 
Baha'i Calendar, 1954. Commemo

rating completion of the Shrine of 
the- Bab in Haifa~ Israel. Beautiful 
drawing by Carl Scheffler. Three col· 
ors on white. 14 x 8\1,. Each, . , $.20 
The Meaning of Life. By Stanwood 

Cobb. Emphasizes struggle as the 
vehicle of achieving growth and 
development in life, the cycle be
ing repeated on ever higher levels 
-with each achievement. 22 pp. 
blU'e paper cover, 41> x 61>, 
Each ........................ $.10 

NEW EDITIONS 
Religion Returns. By Dorothy 

Baker. Content is same as original 
booklet, but has new cover design in 
color. 

Each ....... " ............ $ .05 
100 copies .. :, .... , ........ $4,50 

(please change catalog grO"Up price) 

Special World Religion Day Package 
A special package of literature is 

being offered at a greatly reduced 
rate to assist all communities in 
World Religion Day literature plans. 
Book Sales Committees or Librar
ians should contact their World Re
ligion Day committees for their 
needs so that orders may be shipped 

in time for mailing lists and hand
out literature at pUblic meetings and 
firesides. This package consists of: 

25-The Meaning of Worship (new 
pamphiet by Horace Holley) 

25-World Order Through World 
Faith (addresses of 'Abdu'l
Baha in America with fore
word by Shoghi Effendi) 

25--School of World Religion (red 
and green leaflet, brought out 
originally by Public Relations 
Committee some years ago, 
still appropriate for World Re
ligion Day use). 
Total of 75 pamphlets - $3 ,50 
Three packages - $9.50 

Out of Stock Items 
Foundations of World Unity. Watch 

BAHA'i News for possible reprinting. 
The Seven VaHeys and the Four 

Valleys. (fab. editioll only) Tempo. 
rarily out of stock. Available about 
Jan. 15, 1954, 

Out of Print Items 
The joHowing items have gone out 
oj print and will not be carried in 
stock in the future. Please delete 
these items from literature catalog. 
Baha'i House of Worsbip (grey Tem~ 
pie folder). This is the old edition 
of the Temple folder 1 originally sell
ing at 5 cents for many years and 
reduced to half price when the new 
edition (yellow) was made available 
some months ago. No longer avail
able. Page 16 in catalog, 
Challenging Requirem ents of the 
Present Hour. By Shoghi Effendi. 
Page 14 in catalog. No longer avail· 
able. 
World Order Unfoltls. By Shoghi 
Effendi, page 21 in catalog. No long. 
er available. 
Religion: A Living Organism. By 
Shoghi Effendi. Page 15 in catalog, 
No longer available. 
Baha'i Answers. By Olivia Kelsey. 
Although this has been out of print 
for some time, and no longer listed 
in our catalog, we still receive or
ders. This is no longer available. 

DECEMBER, 1951 

FEASTS 
December 12-Masa'il, Questions 
December 31-~araf, Honor 
January 19--Sultim, Sovereignty 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
December 11, 12, 13 
January 8, 9, 10 

Albuquerque, New Mexico-Miss Beverlv 
.T. Beai'dsley to Mr. Donald K, Me"'
Millin, August 21, 1953. 

Wilmette, Illinois - Miss Banu Hassan to 
Mr. Philip Green, November 15, 1953. 

Washington, D.C. - Miss Jean Drew to 
Mr. Victor C. Lightfoot, Jr., no date 
given. 

Death proifereth unto every confi
dent believer the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer ot gladness. It confeTreth the 
gift of everlasting life. 

Mrs. Mary Ford 
Greenwich, Connecticut 
September, 1953 

Miss Tena Levins 
Lakewood, Ohio 
October 1, 1953 

-Bahd'u'lhlh 

Mr. Albert P. Ent.zminger 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
October 17, 1953 

Mrs. Ida Suhm 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
October 30, 1953 

Mme. Aurelia Bethlen 
SL Louis. Missouri 
November 6, 1953 

Mr. Charles Marshall 
San Francisco, California 
November 11, 1953 

Mr. Louis Sperlin 
New York, New York 
no date given 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is throughout the United States, and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith informed of international national and local Baha'i developments, and serve as an organ for the distribu
tion of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Baha'i Council, and the general announcements pre
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 

Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national coommittees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the ftrst day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1953-1954: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Manag
ing Editor; Mr. David Ned Blackmer. Assistant Editor; Mrs, Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, TIlinois, U,S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, !j3G Sheridan Road, Wi!
.mette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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GOD'S AVENGING HAND 

Cable from the Guardian 

Following (the) successive blows 
which fell (with) dramatic swiftness 
two years ago (upon the) ring-lead
erS (of the) fast dwindling band (of) 
old Covenant-breakers (at the) 
World Center (of the) Faith, God's 
avenging hand struck down (in the) 
last two months, Avarih, Fareed 
(and) F alah, wi thin (the) cradle 
(of) the Faith, North America (and) 
Turkey, who demonstrated varying 
degrees, (in the) course (of) over 
thirty years, (of) faithlessness (to) 
'Abdu'I-Baha. 

(The) first (of the) above named 
(will be) condemned (by) posterity 
(as being) (the) most shameless, 
vicious, relentless apostate (in the) 
annals (of the) Faith, who, through 
ceaseless vitriolic attacks (in) re~ 
corded voluminous writings (and) 
close alliance (with) its traditional 
enemies, assiduously schemed (to) 
blacken its name (and) subvert (the) 
foundations (of) its institutions. 

(The) second, history will recog
nize (as) one (of the) most perfidi
ous among (the) kinsmen (of the) 
interpreters (of the) Center (of the) 
Covenant, who, driven (by) ungov
ernable cupidity, committed acts 
causing agonies (of) grief (and) dis
tress (to the) beloved Master (and) 
culminating (in) open association 
(with) breakers (of) Baha'u'llah's 
Covenant (in the) Holy Land. 

(The) third (will be) chiefiy re
membered (by the) pride, obstinacy 
(and) insatiable ambition impelling 
him (to) violate (the) spiritual (and) 
administrative precepts (of the) 
Faith. 

All three, however blinded (by) 
perversity, could not have failed (to) 
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perceive, as (their) infamous ca
reers approached (their) end, (the) 
futility (of their) opposition (and) 
measure (their) own loss (by the) 
degree (of) progress (and) consoli
dation (of the) triumphant adminis
trative order (so) magnificently 
celebrated (in the) course (of the) 
festivities (of the) recently conclud
ed Holy Year. 

Haifa, Israel 
December 16, 1953 

--SHOGHI 

ICOMMENTARY N ... TION"L SPIRITUAL AS:>EMBLY) 

Beloved Friends: 
The divine Power animating the 

Faith of Baha'u'lIa.h m.:mifests itself 
in two different ways. Through the 
hearts of the devoted believers it 
produces evidences of the appear
ance of a new Revelation; through 
the hearts of the Covenant-breakers 
it demonstrates the operation of jus
tice, As the teachings state, the uni
verse is founded upon the twin pil
lars of reward and pWlishment. 

Thus, the earthly account is closed 
on the disgraceful careers of three 
Covenant-breakers who have assail
ed the Faith in Persia, the United 
States and Turkey. Still living in 
America are Baha'is who were as
sociated with the Faith in 1912 when 
the Master traversed this continent. 
They became well aware of the 
deeds en2cted to betray 'Abdu'l
Baha and injure the cause. 

As the Guardian points out, these 
Covenant-breakers have survived 
long enough to witness their own 
failure and the triumphant progress 
of the Faith throughout the world. 
The same divine Justice will even
tually extinguish the lives of the 
remaining Covenant-breakers wher
ever they may be, and their works 
will be destroyed and forgotten. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

.. ~ ,. ..... ,- --

JANUARY, 1954 

THE WORLD CRUSADE 
FORGES AHEAD 

Cable from the Guardian 

Inform National Assemblies East 
(and) West (that the) Baha'i World 
Crusade, matchless (in) its vastness, 
unsurpassed (in) its potentialities 
(in the) spiritual annals (of) man· 
kind, announced (on the) eve (of the) 
Holy Year (and) formally launched 
(during the) climax (of the) festivi
ties commemorating (the) centen
ary (of the) birth (of the) Mission 
(of the) Founder (of the) Faith, (is) 
forging ahead (and) gathering mo
mentum (in) both its territorial 
(and) institutional aspects (in) 
every continent (of the) globe (and 
the) chief islands (of the) Pacific, 
(the) Atlantic (and) Indian Oceans 
(and the) Mediterranean (and) 
North Seas. 

(The) number (of) sovereign States 
(and) dependencies within (the) or
bit (of a) divinely propelled Order 
now totals two hundred five. No 
less (than) seventy-seven territories 
(have been) won over (by the) 
Knights (of) Baha'u'llah during (a) 
little over half (a) year, represent
ing two thirds (of the) total number 
(of) virgin arl2as exclusive (of) So
viet-controlled RepUblics (and) satel
lites (which) must needs be opened 
(in the) course (of the) whole dec
ade. Every single territory, whether 
island or situated (on a) continent, 
(with the) exception (of the) above
mentioned Republics (and) satellites 
(has been) definitely assigned. 

Out (of a) total (of) eleven, eight 
Funds (have been) inaugurated (in 
the) course (of the) same year, ag
gregating approximately two hun
dred thousand dollars designed (to) 
pave (the) way (for the) acqui
sition (of) sites (for the) future 
Masbriqu'I-A<Jhkitrs (on) Carmel 
(and in) Canada, Panama, Italy, 
Sweden, 'Iraq, Australia (and) India. 
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(The) hour (is) propitious (for) all 
National Assemblies, particularly 
(the) United States, (the) British 
(and the) Egyptian, (to) participate 
befittingly (in the) opening (of the) 
three remaining Funds ere (the) 
first year (of the) Ten Year Plan 
draws (to a) close, insuring there
by (the) early purchase (of) sites 
{for the) future Ma~J:JriQu'l-Ac:l..hkars 
(in) Cairo, Kampala (and) Johannes
burg. Contributing three thousand 
pounds (as) my initial donation (to 
this) three-fold, meritorious pur· 
pose. 

Preliminary measures (have been) 
adopted (by the) German National 
Spiritual Assembly (and) projects 
(have been) initiated (in) Tihran 
calculated (to) hasten (the) con
struction (of the) third (and) fourth 
MaWriqu'I-Ac!.l:>kars (of the) BaM'\ 
world (in the) heart (of the) Euro
pean (and) Asiatic continents. 

Appeal (to) individual believers 
(to) reinforce (to) whatever extent 
possible (the) contributions (of the) 
Baha'i national bodies called upon 
(at) this hour (to) unitedly lend (an) 
impetus (to the) unfoldment (of the) 
opening phase (of the) Ten Year 
Plan whose consummation will, God 
willing, insure (the) triumphant con
clusion (of the) initial epoch (in the) 
evolution (of the) grand Design con
ceived (by the) Center (of the) 
Covenant (for the) systematic prop
agation (of His) Father's Faith. 
Advise forward all contributions, 
whether individual or collective, (to 
the) Egyptian, British (or) United 
States National Assemblies (which 
are) primarily invested (with) re
sponsibility (for the) eventual erec
tion (of the) Baha'i Houses (of) Wor
ship (in the) north, (the) heart, (and 
the) south (of the) African continent. 

Haifa, Israel 
December 7, 1953. 

-SHOGHl 

(COMMENTARY: NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY) 

Beloved Friends: 
The Guardian's cablegram of De

cember 7 is a landmark in the pros~ 
ecution of the Ten Year Plan. Ad
dressing the whole body of Baha'is 
throughout the world, he records his 
considered view that the Cru::::ade is 
forging ahead and gathering momen
tum in two aspects-the settlement 
of virgin territories and the estab
lishment of Baha'i institutions. 

This message concentrates upon 
these hvo elements of the Plan. We 
learn with grateful spirits that, with 
the exception of Soviet-controlled 
areas, the one hundred thirty-one 
virgin posts have either been occu
pied or assigned. The number of pio
neer settlements has risen to sev
enty-seven. 

Baha'is are now found in two hun
dred and five nations and territorial 
divisions of the earth. 

Dealing with the purchase of sites 
for future Temples, Shoghi Effendi 
states that definite Funds have al
ready been created for the Temples 
to be constructed in eight out of the 
eleven cities listed in the Ten Year 
Plan. Toward the purchase of land 
in these eight cities, about $200,000 
has been provided. 

As to the three remaining Temple 
sites, all in Africa, Shoghi Effendi 
states that the time is now favorable 
for all National Assemblies to par
ticipate in the Funds set up for pur
chase of these three sites-in Cairo, 
Kampala and Johannesburg. This 
statement applies particularly to the 
United States, the British and the 
Egyptian Assemblies. The Guardian 
himself contributes an initial dona
tion of three thousand pounds, thus 
blessing these projects. Contribu
tions are welcomed from other Na
tional Assemblies for these three 
Funds. 

Finally. the Guardian bestows 
upon all individual believers the 
privi1ege of reinforcing the contribu
tions of the National Assemblies 
called upon to impel forward the un
foldment of this opening phase of the 
Ten Year Plan. Their donations arc 
to be forvvarded either to the Egyp
tian, the British or the United States 
National Assembly. 

The steps taken to prepare the 
way for the eventual construction of 
these Houses of Worship in Africa 
.are important beyond our capacity 
to realize at this time. What is done 
now will in the future be hailed as 
a sublime action performed in the 
darkest days of human history. 

Our leader alone can behold the 
whole process of transformation sus
tained by the projects of the World 
Crusade. Let us follow his shining 
example and devote our lives to the 
salvation of mankind. 

-:\A.TWNAL SPlrliTUAL ASSEMBLY 
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GUARDIAN APPOINTS 
HAND OF CAUSE 

In a cablegram dated December 7 
Shoghi Effendi informed all Nationai 
Assemblies of his appointment of an~ 
other Hand of the Cause: 

"Inform National Assemblies ele
vation (of) Jaial Khazeh (to) rank 
(of) Hand (of) Cause_" 

THE BAHA'I WORLD 
CENTER 

Source of Power 
Object of Adoration 

Although the important undertak
ings carried on by national and local 
communities demand concentration 
of attention and effort by all Baha'is, 
no believer can afford to lose sight 
for even a moment of the World 
Center from which emanates the vi
sion which is our guidance and the 
spiritual power which carries us for
ward along the path_ 

The Tablet of Carmel constitutes 
the Charter under which the revered 
Guardian develops the institutions of 
the World Center at the spiritual 
Center of the Faith of Baha'u'lhlh. 
No revealed Faith other than the 
Faith of Baha'u'llah has its spiritual 
and administrative Center in the 
same location, symbolizing the 
unique virtue of Baha'u'llah's Reve
lation: the unity of its worship, its 
spiritual truths, its social laws and 
its institutions in one harmonious 
and encompassing religion. No pre
vious Prophet in passing could en
trust His Revelation to one like 
'Abdu'l-Baha and after Him, to a 
succession of Guardians divinely in
spired. 

In his capacity of Guardian, mean
ing Head, Shoghi Effendi combines 
and reconciles the two main di
visions of the Revelation of 
Baha'u'lhlh, its spiritual power and 
its social administration, which in 
past dispensations have drawn far
ther and farther apart, opening the 
door to superstition on the one hand 
and to arbitrary authority on the 
other. He is chairman of the future 
House of Justice, and h::- is the sole 
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The House of Abbud. the most famoQS of several houses where Baha'u'IIah JIved In 
'Akki a.bou' seven yea.rs. Here ihe Kttab-t-Aqdas was written. 

expounder of the Word. In this one
ness we see personified the reality 
of the new World Order which will 
fulfil the promises made by the 
Prophets concerning the triumph of 
righteousness and the establishment 
of peace. 

As we know, the Master's Will and 
Testament constitutes the Charter 
for the evoJution of Baha'i adminis
trative institutions, and the Tablets 
of the Divine Plan are the Charter 
for the World Crusade. 

These three Charters create for 
the Guardian an unassailable posi
tion both for guidance of Baha'is and 
for condemnation of violators who 
would maliciously misinterpret his 
purposes and his plans. 

Through photographs the friends 
have beheld the completed Shrine of 
the Bab which in its grandeur camw 
mands the slopes of Mount Carmel 
facing the Bay of Haifa and the 
Western world; and the friends are 
informed of the miraculous transfor
mation into formal gardens of the 
area around the Shrine of Baha'u'llah 
and the Mansion of Bahji. 

Accompanying this enh.:mcement 
of the Holy Shrines, the Guardian 
has instituted the International 
Baha'i Council and appointed Hands 

of the Cause. In these two bodies 
Shoghi Effendi has reinforced the fa
cilities of the World Center both ad
ministratively and spiritually. 

Appropriate structures will in fu
ture be built for the Guardianship, 
Hands of the Cause and House of 
Justice. A House of Worship, as we 
know. will be constructed on Mount 
Carmel in the future. 

The Archives now housed in the 
Shrine of the Bah will be preserved 
in a separate Archives building, of 
classic Greek design, the next struc
ture to be undertaken at the World 
Center. 

When a Baha'i contemplates the 
scope, the significance, of the insti
tu tions which will function at the 
World Center, and reverently pon
ders their association with the 
Shrines of Baha'u'll.h, the Bab, and 
'Abdu'l-Baha-with the Most Great 
Prison and the other Holy Places
he can realize that there is the mind 
and heart of the new humanity, the 
source of power and the object of 
adoration. 

Every element forming part of the 
Ten Year Plan has its vital impor
tance: the settlements, the forma
tion of new National Assemblies, the 
translations, the Houses of \Vorship. 
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The Baha'i World Center, however. 
reaches out in its influence to all 
Baha'is without respect to their Na
tional Assembly or their ovm par
ticular national tasks in the Plan. It 
is our greatest blessing, and calls 
for whole-hearted devotion, in rever
f'nce, in understanding, and in finan
cial assistance. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

ELECTION OF NEW 
MEMBERS TO NATIONAL 
SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Mrs. Mamie Seto and Dr. Wm. 
Kenneth Chris tian retired from the 
National Spiritual Assembly in De
cember, 1953, in order to enter the 
pioneer field. 

An election held to fill these va
cancies by mail ballot from dele
gates to the 1953 Annual Convention 
resulted in the choice of Mr. Robert 
McLaughlin and Mrs. Margery Mc
Cormick. 

The tellers' report carries these 
returns: E!ected-Mr. Robert Mc
Laughlin, 59; Mrs. Margery McCor
mick, 34. Next highest votes, Mr. 
Curtis Kelsey) 27; Dr. Katherine K. 
True, 26: Mr. Rafi Y. Mottahedeh, 
26; Mr. William de Forge, 23; Mrs. 
Ellsworth Blackwell, 21; Mrs. Mar. 
zieh Gail, 8; Mrs. Jesma Herbert, 
8; Mr. Monroe roas, 7; Dr. Sarah 
Pereira, 6; Mr. John Allen, 6; Mr. 
Winston Evans, 5; Mr. Francis John
son, 4; Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh, 4; 
Mr. Alan McCormick, 3; Dr. Robert 
Gulick, 3; Mr. Arthur Dahl, 3. 

Nationa1 Baha'i Addresses 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make cbecks Payable to: 
National Bahii.'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Committee: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Baha'i News Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avelilue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 
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WORLD RELIGION DAY 
The Fifth Annual World Religion 

Day will bE" celebrated January 17, 
1954 - the third Sunday of January, 
which is the date fixed by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly for this 
annual event. 

Each Assembly and group is urged 
to hold a befitting public meeting. 
World Religion Day has become one 
of our most effective contacts with 
the pUblic. the press and the radio. 

Baha'i News Service has issued a 
press release, references to pass
ages of Baha'u'llah, and a statement. 

"Let us bear in mind the fact that 
World Religion Day is not intended 
for that type of program which mere
ly brings together representatives of 
diverse sects for brief and fruitless 
cooperation. That type of inter-re
ligious event was achieved by the 
World Parliament of Religions as 
long ago as 1893. 

"Today. in the midst of world 
crisis. our privilege is to expound the 
Faith of Bah" 'u'llah as the World 
Religion fulfilling the aims and 
ideals of all ancient religions.' r 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

RECOGNITION OF 
BAHA'I HOLY DAYS 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has been informed by the Niles Town
ship group, Michigan, that the Town· 
ship School Board excuses Baha'i 
children from attendance at school 
on Baha'i Holy Days. 

In Los Angeles the Superintendent 
of Schools, in a letter dated Decem
ber 2, 1953, informed the local Spirit· 
ual Assembly that Baha'i children 

will be excused from attendance on 
their Holy Days. The Westland 
School has also recognized the 
Baha'i Holy Days. 

IN THE MASTER'S PRESENCE 
In the Jubilee Celebration booklet, 

the National Spirtual Assembly has 
published the names of the Baha'is 
who were present on the Temple 
grounds when 'Abdu'l-Baha blessed 
the site on May 1, 1912. The list, 
originally prepared by the Jubilee 
Committee, has since been amplified 
as further information came to light. 

The Assembly is very pleased to 
add the names of Mrs. Marie Hopper 
and her daughter, Rene Hopper 
Welsh. Though Mrs. Hopper is de
ceased, she was living on May 1, 
1953 when honor was paid during the 
Jubilee celebrations to those who had 
been in the Master's presence. 

On page 10 of the buoklet the name 
of Miss Eisbeth Renwanz should be 
corrected to Mrs. Eisbeth Renwanz. 

PIONEER ARRIVALS IN 
SOUTH AMERICA GOALS 

A Ieter from the National Spirit
ual Assembly of the Baha'is of South 
America gives the date of arrival 
for some of the pioneers already an
nounced in cables from the Guard
ian (BAHA'! NEWS Dec., 1953). 

Gladys Danielson arrived in the 
Cook Islands October 14. 

Adela and Salvador Tormo arrived 
in Juan Fernandez Island November 
7. 

JANUARY, 1954 

SITE FOR MASHRIQU'L
ADHKAR !N PANAMA 

One of the '\Vorld Crusade goals 
assigned to the National Assembly 
of Central America and the Antilles 
is the purchase of a site for the 
Ma,w.riqu'l·A(;thkar to be erected in 
Panama. Contributions to the Fund 
for this purpose have reached $4600 
and new offerings continue to arrive. 
Several sites have been selected and 
a final choice is expected to be made 
at the next meeting of the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

New Zealand Summer School 
From December 28, 1953 to Jan

uary 9, 1954, the New Zealand Sum
mer School will be held at Camp 
'Wesley, Henderson Vaney, near 
Auckland_ 

CANADA 
Service to Pioneers 

Canadian Assemblies are develop
ing the practice of "adopting" pio
neers for the purpose of supplying 
them practical aid as well as en
couragement in their arduous and 
vital task. For example, Winnipeg 
has adopted Emmanuel Rock in Sa
moa, and is arranging to ship him 

Lawns and gardens surrounding the Baha.'i House of Worship, Wilmette, nlinois 
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Landscaping arollnd the Rah&'i House of Worship, Wilmette, Illinois. Beyond the gardens, between Sheridan Road a.nd Lake 
M:khigan, stands the National Haziraiu'1-Quds. 

books for use in the teaching work. 
Special prayers for assistance in es
tablishing the Faith in the goal coun
tries is the most frequent request 
made by pioneers and to this the 
friends respond with all their hearts. 

Beaulac Winter Session 
From December 26 to January 3 

the annual winter session was held 
at Beaulac, Quebec. The week of 
study reached its climax in the 
weekend session arranged from eve
ning dinner December 31 to lunch 
cn January 3. 

World Religion Day 
Plans for the observation of World 

Religion Dayan January 17 this year 
include use of an excellent new radio 
script entitled "Birth of World Re
ligion" . 

Public Presentations of the Faith 
Throughout Canada many varied 

groups are hearing of the Faith of 
Bah"'u'!Iil.h. In Victoria. the Canadi· 
a n Author's Associa tion; in Vernon, 
the Kiwanis Club; in Saskatoon, the 
Business and Professional Women's 
Club heard the Faith presented by 
Mrs.Florence Mayberry, a visiting 
teacher from California. Public 
meetings or firesides were held in 
Winnipeg, Calgary, Saskatoon, Re
gina, Moose Jaw and Vernon and 
in Brandon, Calgary, Regina, Saska
toon, Vernon and Winnipeg radio 
talks or interviews were arranged. 

A first public meeting in North 
Battleford, Saskatchewan, was ad
dressed by Douglas Crofford. His 

talk was recorded and broadcast in 
full the following evening over the 
local radio station. Two other public 
meetings were held in Moose Jaw, 
another Saskatchewan goal town. 

The public libraries in Napanee, 
Picton, and Trenton and the 
R.C.A.F. station in Trenton have ac
cepted gifts of Baha'i books. 

The Faith has been officially rec
ognized at Queen's University, an 
account of it being included in a 
booklet, describing religious groups 
on campus, which is distributed to 
entering students. 

Radio broadcasts using "Words for 
the World" are being sponsored in 
1\.1:oncton and Oshawa. 

The Oshawa-Pickering assemblies 
have organized classes in Whitby for 
the purpose of helping t.he average 
person to a better illlderstanding of 
himself and his daily problems. 
These classes are conducted on a 
strictly scientific basis with the aid 
of such recognized bodies as the Ca
nadian Mental Health Association. 
The course has had good publicity 
and is entitled "Are You Happy?" 

CENTRAL AMERICA 
AND THE ANTILLES 

Baha', CulhJral Proieci 
The chief Indian project of the Na

tional Assembly of Central America 
and the Antilles, a Baha'i Cultural 
Institute established in Chichicasten
ango, Guatemala, is being steadily 
carried forward. Starting with five 
desks and a blackboard. the Insti-

tute now includes classes in English 
and typing among its courses. Louise 
Caswell, from the United States, 
Adriana ZWliga, a Guatemalan be
liever, and two Indian girls teach 
the classes, which are offered with~ 
out charge to the Mayan children of 
the area. Living among these people 
in order to dedicate themselves to 
the work which is so dear to the 
Guardian's heart, these teachers 
have earned the respect of the offi
cials and residents of Chichicasten
ango. 

Pamphlet Translated 
As an essential aid in the teaching 

work, a pamphlet has been trans
lated into the Maya-Quiche tongue, 
used by the Indians in Quiche, 
Guatemala. The difficulties of trans
lation become evident when we learn 
tha t this language has no words for 
either God or religion. Publication 
of a pamphlet in Spanish is also 
under way. 

Correspondence Teaching 
The National Teaching Committee 

is developing a program of teaching 
by letter. Eye~catching "ads" are 
placed in the principal newspapers 
of each country, directing people to 
communicate with the National 
Teaching Committee office in Hon
dura::;. Through this office, teaching 
continues by letter until the corre
spondents are ready to be turned 
over to local assemblies and groups. 
In Guatemala alone it appears as 
though many new believers and 
groups will fjnd their way to the 
Faith through this method. 
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FRANCE 
Baha'i Activities in Paris 

The new I:Ia~iratu' l~Quds in Paris 
jg now being used for the celebra
tion of all Nineteen-Day Feasts and 
Anniversaries. Every Wednesday 
evening from 8 to 10, the Haziratu'l
QUds and its Library are ope~ to the 
Baha'is and their friends. 

In the Bibliotheque Nationale, the 
French National Library in Paris, in
teresting manuscripts of the Bab, 
Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha have 
been discovered. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN 
AND BURMA 

Resume of the New Delhi 
Conference 

West carne East at the behest of 
the Guardian in the last of the 
four Intercontinental Conferences to 
high-light the year-long program of 
the Jubilee Year marking the cen
tenary of the birth of the Baha'i Dis
pensation in the prison of Siy:ih ChaI 
in Tihrim, when Baha 'u 'llah -re
ceived His first Divine intimation. 
The Baha'is had a great festival in
deed lasting just nine days in New 
Delhi, the picturesque metropolis of 
India. Those who took part ill this 
lovely gathering had, in fact, a nev
ec-to-be-forgotten exrerience of their 
Jiie. 

Conference Planning 
As Conference time drew near, the 

blood ran faster in the veins of those 
few who were responsible to plan 
and conduct this great event. Plans 
were already drawn and were slowly 
taking shape. Cables and letters in
timating arrivals started pouring in 
some ten days prior to the Confer
ence and, with them, the activities 
grew manifold. It w.as indeed a great 
testing time for those who had not 
even dreamed of attending a ga ther
ing of such magnitude, to say noth
ing of its planning and executi0n. 
Not they, but undoubtedly some 
other Hand was working behind all 
this. There were still many days for 
the Conference to start. 

A Chartered Plane from Tihrlin 
One midnight a messenger knock

ed at the door of the Secretary 
of the National Assembly and said 
that there was a telephone message 
from the airport. Here was the Cus
toms Officer from the Airport say
ing that a chartered plane carryine 
25 Baha'is from l'ihran had arrived 
and, since none of them knew the 
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Five mell'lbers of 'Ole National Spiritua.l Assembly of the Ba-hAlis of the Un:lted 
~tates, leaving this yea," for posts as pioneers in the World Cru.s.ade. Left to right: 
Dr. WUliam Kenneth Christian, Mrs. Mamie Seto, Miss Elsie Allstin, Mrs. Dorothy 

Baker~ Hand of the Cause. and Mr. Matthew Bullock. 

language of the country t it was very 
difficult for them to complete cus
toms and foreign registration for
malities unless someone who could 
understand their language could 
come to help. He, with two other 
friends, rushed to the airport. Offi
cials at the airport were kind and 
cooperative. Things were expedited. 
Even then, when the friends arrived 
in the Constitution House where they 
were supposed to stay, the sun had 
already come up. 

The beloved visitors who had trav
elled thousands of miles were tired, 
but what was the spirit which was 
gathering them from all the four 
corners of the globe?-the spirit 
of faith in Bahil'u'llah and they wer~ 
here to pay beflttting homage, by 
commemorating the great Jubilee, 
during the closing month of the Holy 
Year, to His incarceration in the 
dungeon of Tihrtm 100 years ago, 
where in the most dramatic circum
stances God's new Faith was born. 

"First Gathering of it, Kind in East" 
The first to arrive for the Confer

ence was Mr. Musa Banani, Hand of 
t.he Cause, with his wife, on Septem
her 29 and then followed the rest. 
Some three hundred and fifty from 
27 countries responded to the roll 
call on the opening day of the Con
ference. Who could foresee the at
tendance would finally register 
four hundred eighty nine from 32 
countries of the 'lJOrld-the second 
largest atte .... cance of the four Inter-

continental Conferences, next to the 
Conference in Wilmette. No wonder 
then that no less a person than the 
President of the Indian Republic, Dr. 
Rajendra Prasad, remarked, "It was 
the first gathering of its kind in the 
East." • 

Jubilantly we celebrated the last 
day of the Holy Year with the last 
day of the Conference. To us, as it 
was to most of the friends who had 
the privilege to attend the Confer· 
enee, it was aU like a dream. The 
scene, while the friends on the last 
day of the Conference late at night 
were seeing each other for the last 
timet was such as hearts cannot 
bear and eyes cannot see. Friends 
parted with each other, tears in 
their eyes. Some of them were heard 
saying "Perhaps we may not be able 
to meet again", while younger 
friends promised to meet again in 
Ba@dad in 1963. What a great con
trast as compared to the opening 
day of the Conference when friends 
without exception met each other 
as if they had been separated for a 
very long time and as members of 
one family. 

The immediate results of the Con
ference are difficult to be visualized 
so soon after the closing of the Con
ference. There are factors which 
can lead one to believe that tremen
dous power has been released 
through the Conference on the en
tire sub-continent and a very happy 
impression about the Baha'is has 
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been left upon the people and the 
officials who either came into di
rect contact or who only heard what 
was happening in the Capital. For 
those who perhaps for a long time 
held a view that the Baha'i Faith is 
simply an offshoot of Islam, others 
who thought it simply a religious sect 
known only in Persia and round 
about, some who thought that, like 
many others, this movement too has 
been sponsored by the West for their 
vested interests and many others 
who held their individual views
this Conference, if nothing else, has 
made all realize that it is nothing 
what they had thought, that it is 
something far greater. 

"1 have not known a religious as
sembly so deliberative as the Baha'is, 
who have been in session for the 
last nine days meeting twice daily," 
was the comment of a columnist 
known as Rightangle under his daily 
caption column "Round The Metrop
alisH in one of the leading daily Eng
lish newspapers. He adds, "Apart 
from the length of th eir Fourth In
ternational Conference here. what 
strikes one most is their exceeding 
mutual regard and sprit of accom
modation . . . Like Rotarians and 
Free Masons they seem to be one 
happy family. The visitors from far 
and wide speak highly of India. 
'Yours is a wonderful country', one 
of them said to me. And wonderful 
were the words with which a South 
Indian friend reciprocally admired 
the speeches at the open meeting of 
the Conference which he had attend
ed out of curiosity: '1 have been a 
political worker for 30 years and I 
have not heard su_ch marvelous 
speeches before." 

Portrait of the Bab 
The most heart-rending experience 

of the Conference which I vividly re
call was the time when the portrait 
of the Bab was viewed by the friends 
during the Conference. The arrange
ments were made by a special Com
mittee appointed by the Conference. 
The stage on which the portrait was 
placed for viewing was especially 
prepared for the occasion and 
friends had to line up and pass one 
by one. The representative of the 
Guardian was standing by the side 
of the stage, and he annointed every
one with the perfume of roses 
brought from the Holy Land, as each 
one passed by him before viewing 
the portrait. Perhaps, like many oth
ers, I called to mind these words of 
the Bab, which He addressed to the 

multitude who had gathered to wit
ness His martyrdom: "Had you be
Ueved in me, a wayward geneTa
tion, everyone of you would h..aL't? 
followed the examp~e of this youth. 

. . The day win come when you 
wi.U have recognized me, that day I 
shan have ceased to be with you'~. 
But the congregation now, viewing 
the portrait, unlike the one gathered 
in the Barrack Square in Tabriz, 
were among those who threw their 
lot with this great Martyr-Prophet, 
had recognized the truth of His Mes
sage and had now gathered to pay 
homage to His great person. 

World Crusade Planning 
In the lounge 01 the hotel where 

a majority of Baha'i friends were 
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number of touching events which the 
Conference produced. 

These were of the Conference but, 
besides all this, the conference pro
duced some concrete results. Two 
important commissions were ap
pointed by the Conference, one 
to handle the applications of pio
neer.s and to ensure that the pioneers 
who had offered themselves should 
leave for their destinations as 
quickly as possible. This commission 
indeed did magnificent work. In the 
odd hours of the day and night the 
commission met, handled some 60 
applications and also interviewed 
each one of the pioneers to tmder
stand at first hand their difficulties 
and their personal circumstances. 
The other commission worked on 

Public reception, 81"rang£'d by the National Spiritual Assembly of tbe Baha.'is of India, 
Pakistan and Burma, hdd in the garden or the Imperia-1 Hotel, New Delhi, attended 

by one thousand Baha.'is and guests 

staying for the Conference, a very 
young girl was sitting in a corner, 
sad and sighing. When questioned as 
to the reason of her dejection and 
tears, she said, "I want to go as a 
pioneer under the Ten-Year Crusade, 
but perhaps because of my age my 
father will not allow me to do it." 

Again a friend, whose father was 
a recent martyr in irc:m, had re
ceived a ring containing the Great
est Name-the only memory of his 
father 1eft with him and this was 
the thing which at one time his fa
ther had received from the Master. 
During one of the sessions of the 
Conference when appeal was made 
to the friends for contributions, he 
came forward and said, "This is the 
most precious treasure which I 
posse s s and I part wi th this as my 
contribution. " 

'Dhese are only a few instances 
which I c'1uld remember out of a 

handling the contributions made by 
the friends for the Temple lands in 
India, 'Iraq and AUstralia as well as 
contributions for financing the pio
neers. It is indeed very hard to de
scribe the manner in which the 
friends were coming forward with 
their contributions. It looked as if 
they had decided to give away all 
they possessed, however precious 
or however insignificant the things 
they had. A sum of $47,463.93, both 
pledges and cash, was collected for 
the three Temple lands which was 
equally allocated among the three 
National Assemblies conc:erned with 
the purchase of sites for the Temple 
in their respective countries, while 
a sum of $10,000.00 was availahle for 
the pioneering Fund, a portion of 
which was utilized in ensuring some 
of the pioneers' leaving immediately 
for their goal territories. 
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At GwaJlor, India, Mrs. Dorothy Baker, Hand of the Cause, 
traveling in India at the Guardian's direction, with Mrs. Sldrin 
Boman, [-esident Baha.'i teacher, were graciously received by 
Her Highness, the Maharani of Scindja. Her Highness expressed 
great pleasure in hearing of the Baha'j Faith and the hope 
that it wou1d spread rapidly in India. Pictured are, Jeft to 
right: Mrs. Dorothy Raker. Hand of the Cause; Her Highness. 

the Maharani, and Mrs. Shirin Boman. 

Meetings With Heads of State 
The meetings of the Baha'i dele~ 

gations with the President, the Vice
President and the Prime Minister of 
India, the reception which these 
highly placed personalities accorded 
the delegation and the jovial atmos
phere which prevailed on all the 
three occasions; the fleet of buses 
carrying 400 friends for sight-seeing, 
visiting temples, mosques, remnants 
of ancient historical monuments; 
the viewing of the coloured film of 

the completed Shrine of the Bab; 
witnessing a few classical dances 
and instrumental music of this coun
try; the grand reception extended to 
the elite of the metropolis, the at
tendance totalling just 1000 people 
and last. but not the least, the prepa
ration of a panoramic photograph of 
the entire gathering gave this Con
ference, as remarked by a United 
States delegate, "a unique distinc
tion among all the four Conferences 
in several respects." 

JANUARY, 1954 

Hands of Cause on Teaching Circuits 
The three Hands of the Cause, in

cluding the representative of the 
Guardian, Mr. Charles Mason 
Remey-the other two being Mrs. 
Dorothy Baker and Mr. Horace 
Holley-undertaking a teaching tour 
of the three distinct areas - of this 
sub-continent, Burma and Ceylon, 
will he~p people all over the country 
to understand more about the Faith 
as well as conSOlidating our local 
communities. For this the Baha'i 
community of this country should in
deed be very grateful. Now the vi~ 
sion of Baha'is is concentrated either 
on the goa 15 of the Ten Year Spirit
ual Crusade or the impending World
Congress in Bagbdad at the consum
mation of the Ten Year Spiritual 
Crusade. Therein lies the future 
course of action for us and the irre
vocable assurance that erelong we, 
shall all meet in Baghdad, the third 
holiest city of the Baha'i World, 
which enshrines within itself the 
"~10st Great House." 

--A. RAHMAN, Secretary, 
National Spiritual Assembly 

of India, PakisHm and Burma 

JAPAN 
Progress in Ja pa n 

The Faith is continuing to make 
steady and satisfactory progress in 
Japan. This is true not only for the 
Tokyo Community, but also in other 
areas. In addition to the Local Spir
itual Assembly of Tokyo, we now 
have one organized group (Amaga
saki) and nine isolated centers. 

The past year has seen the r~ 
lease of great spiritual bounties, 
with many concrete results. New 
pioneers from iran (at present, sev
en adults and several youth and chil
dren) have arrived, bringing a new 
appreciation of the world-wide char
acter of the Faith. One of these, Mr. 
Yadullah Rafaat, has purchased a 
home in Tokyo which has become 
a center for regular firesides, and 
many Feasts and other meetings. 
Another, Mr. Nureddin Momtazi. 
has given a house as the Haziratu'l
Quds of Amagasaki, which ~as re
cently dedicated in the presence of 
a Hand of the Cause, Mr. Dhikru'. 
llah l:Qladem, during his visit to 
Japan. 

Hand of Cause Visits Japan 
Immediately following the New 

Delhi Conference, the Baha'is of 
Japan were overjoyed to have their 
first visit by a Hand of the Cause. 
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Mr. Dhikru'llah Khadem tried to 
meet every Baha'i in Japan person
ally. and to each one he brought 
a new inspiration and renewed firm
ness in the Covenant. His public talk 
in Tokyo on November 15 stimulated 
the interest of sever.al inquirers who 
have since been attending firesides. 

Translations Undertaken 
The problem of literature in Jap

anese is being attacked by the Trans
lation Committee, under the super
vision of the Local Spiritual Assem
bly of Tokyo. This committee first 
produced a glossary of the most nec
essary Baha'i terms, including many 
new words required to express 
Baha'j concepts in Japanese. At the 
end of November. a new printed in
trodUCtory pamphlet, Baha'i Shinkyo 
no Tebiki (Guide to the Baha'i 
Faith), was brought out. This is an 
original pamphlet, prepared by the 
Translation Committee in a style 
that will appeal to the Japanese 
people, and covering such points 
as the relation between civiJization 
and religion, the coming of a new 
Manifestation, the Teachings of 
Baha'u'Il3h, the history of the Faith 
and its present status as a world 
religion. 

Baha'( Monthly Bulletin 
Starting in October, 1953, tbe Lo

cal Spiritual Assembly of Tokyo has 
undertaken the publication of a 
monthly newsletter, the Baha'i Gep
po (BaM'i Monthly Bulletin) in J ap
anese, which is being distributed to 
all Baha'is in Japan. This carries 
local and international Baha'i news, 
in addition to notices of Feasts, fire
sides, and other meetings. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Activities at the Close of H oly Yea r 
The Baha'i Community of Santiago 

Cbile, observed the end of Holy Year 
in many ways. Four radio broad
casts were given on four different 
stations. A big public meeting was 
held in the national Li br ary and a 
talk, in EngliSh, was presented in 
the Y.W.C.A. 

An intimate observance of the 
Mission of Baha'ullah was held in the 
Baha'i Center, with only believers 
and those who are studying the Faith 
in attendance. The commemora
tion consisted of a long period of 
prayers and meditations. 

In a store window, located in the 
heart of Santiago, an exhibit was 

arranged, centering on a map of the 
World Crusade with a silk ribbon, 
of the same color indicated for each 
National Spiritual Assembly on the 
map, leading to the ~ide of the \.Vin
dow, where a card gave the name of 
each National Assembly. Literature 
in English and Spanish, pictures of 
'Abdu'I-BaM, of the Shrine of the 
Bab and of the House of Worship in 
Wilmette, lettered placards with the 
inscriptions used over the doors of 
the Temple, and flowers completed 
the display. It is felt that everyone 
in Santiago passed by and saw the 
display during the week it was on 
exhibition. 

Study for the World Crusade 

All of the South American Com
munities held special courses of 
study on the World Crusade during 
the last two weeks in November, 
using a translation of most of the 
Guardian's statistical book on the 
goals of the World Crusade and the 
Crusade map. The communities of 
Callao and Lima, Peru, held their 
study ins ti tute together. in this way 
reinforcing each other's efforts. In 
Osorno, Chile, one of the younges t 
but also one of the most active com. 
munities on the Continent, a special 
public meeting was held to observe 
the Birth of Baha 'utllah, after which 
the audience was invited to look at 
the World Crusade map, numerous 
photographs and magazines and bul
letins from other parts of the Baha'1 
world, including a photo of the Sec
ond Intercontinental Conference in 
Chicago and one of the Dedication of 
the House of Worship in Wilmette. 

Publicity in Peru 
In the past, despite two continental 

Conventions in Lima, it has been 
very difficult to get any newspaper 
publicity for the Faith in Peru, even 
by paying for the space. The Baha'i 
marriage ceremony of Gaylord 
Blake, of the United States, and 
Mario Rodriguez, of Peru, was re
sponsible for publicity in several 
newspapers, including a front-page 
article in one of the largest news
papers in Lima. The paper received 
so many inquiries about the cere· 
mony and the Faith that they follow
ed the original write-up with an ar
ticle explaining the Baha'i principles. 
This appeared in a prominent widely 
read column of the Sunday edition of 
La Prensa. 
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BAHA'I SERVICE FOR 
THE BLIND 
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The Committee wishes to report 
the completion of a new Braille edi
tion of the Hidden Words of Baha
'u'Uah. On November 12, gift copies 
of The Hidden Words, embossed in 
Braille Grade 2, were sent to the 
libraries of the Canadian National 
Institute for the Blind, in Toronto, 
Canada; to the National Institute 
for the Blind, in London, England; 
to the Institute for the Blind, in 
Auckland, New Zealand; to the In
stitute for the Blind, in Sydney, Aus
tralia; and to the Distributing li
braries for the Blind for the Library 
of Congress. A notice has gone to The 
Braille Book Review, whicb is widely 
distributed among the blind. 

The Distributing Libraries, which 
serve the blind readers in the United 
States and its Territories, also have 
Braille copies of The Reality ot Man 
and of The Renewal of Civilization. 

A few copies of The Hidden Words 
are available and are priced at $1.75 
a copoy. 
Communion With God has also been 
recently publisbed in Braille Grade 
2 and copies are priced at $1.75 a 
copy. Kindly send remittance with 
order to: 

Bahit'i Service for the Blind 
616 North Oxford Avenue 
Los Angeles 4, California 

BAHA'I NEWS SERVICE 
Effective' immediately, all corres

pondence with the Baha'i News 
Service should be addressed to: 

Mr. Richard Thorn as 
6543 N. Campbell 
Chica go 45, Illinois 
This committee, which is respon· 

sible for planning and conducting 
press and radio pUblicity on national 
Baha'i activities, and to assist local 
Assemblies in the conduct of their 
press, radio and TV activities, is not 
to be confused with the BAHA'i NEWS 
Editorial Committee which edits 
BAHA'f NEWS for the National Spir 
itual Assembhl. 

BAHA'I YOUTH 
The next Baha'i Youth Conference 

is scheduled for February 14. For 
further information consult Baha'i 
Youth, the bulletin of the Baha'i 
Youth Committee for the United 
States. 
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PIONEERS REPORT HOME 
Several communications from pio

neers have been reported in the 
Baha'i Journal published by the Spir
itual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
City of Los Angeles. 

Among these, Shirley Warde writes 
from British Honduras that she and 
Cora Oliver, also pioneering in 
Belize, have attended all meetings of 
the Woman~s Club and other activi
ties, such as Education Week. 
Through new friends made during 
these activities, the pioneers will be 
able to help with programs on a new 
radio station and work with a public 
relations department. 

They report that British Honduras 
is short of teachers, doctor s, and pro
fessional people of a11 kinds. 

Mrs. Loyce Lawrence, enroute 
from the Conference at New Delhi to 
her pioneering post in the Lofoton 
Islands gave a personal report on 
the Conference to Los Angeles 
friends. Artemus Lamb, shared his 
experiences at New Delhi and from 
his pilgrimage to Haifa. 

EXTENSION TEACHING 
Extension teaching is an essen

tial part of the home front effort in 
the World Crusade. The Rocky 
Mountain States Area Teaching Bul
letin expresses it this way: 

"The status of extension teaching 
is being enlarged and accented. In 
the old days it was considered that 
very small groups and isolated be
lievers were more or less helpless, 
they were not expected to contribute 
grea tly to any active teaching plan. 
Now, however, the picture has chang
ed. We see the small group and the 
isolated believer as part of the pio
neer plan; they are pioneers, placed 
in the center of non-Baha'i cities or 
towns or countrysides-and tremen
dous things are expected of them. 
So let's all of us, who are members 
of tiny groups or are lonely isolated 
believers, realize the bounty we arc 
offered and exert our utmost efforts 
to win our portion of the Ten Year 
Crusade." 

From the Gulf States Area BUl
letin comes the news of extension 
teaching projects undertaken in that 
area. Jackson~ Mississippi, will teach 
in Meridian; Houston, Texas, in 
Galveston; Dallas, Texas, in Fort 
Worth; and San Antonio in Corpus 
Christi. 

JANUARY, 1954 

The Library of the Theosophica.l World Center at Adbyar, India. On the waDs 
a.re names a.nd symbols of the vartous religions.. At the left, over the opeD doo~ 
appear the Greatest Name and the title Ba.h3.'u'IU.h. Mr. Horace Honey, Hand 
of the Cause, addressed the teachers and students in Otis Cenler at A.dhyar duriul:' 

his journey through South India and Ceylon, made a.t the Guardian's request. 

COMMEMORATION OF THE 
BIRTH OF BAHA'U'LLAH 

The Birth of Baha'u'llah, cele
brated throughout the Baha'i world 
November 12, was the occasion for 
public meetings in some centers. 

Anchorage, Alaska; Berkeley, Cal
ifornia; Butte, Montana; and Reno, 
Nevada report organized meetings 
with speakers presenting the signif
icance of Baha'u'llah's life. In Reno, 
the meeting received much favor
able publicity on both of the city's 
newspapers. 

STILLWATER INDIAN 
RESERVATION RECEIVES 
BAHA'I GIFT 

Baha'is of Reno and Fallen, Neva
da, continuing their work with the 
Indians of the Stillwater Reserva
tion, voted to present representatives 
of the Reservation with a bookcase 
for their public meeting hall. The 
case will be filled with books donated 
by individual Baha'is. Consultation 
on this project led to an additional 
presentation of pictures for the walls 
of the meeting house. It is hoped 
that this expression will demonstrate 
to the Indians the sincere interest 
and appreciation of the Baha'is. 

AREA TEACHING 
CONFERENCES HELD 

The East Central States Area 
Teaching Committee (Michigan, 
Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky) is hold
ing an Area Teaching Conference in 
Detroit, Michigan, on January 9-10, 
1954. Plans are being made for future 
conferences in Indianapolis~ Indiana, 
and Columbus, Ohio. 

The Fourth Area Teaching Con
ference scheduled by the Central 
States Area Teaching Committee 
(I1linois, Wisconsin: Minnesota and 
Iowa) wll be held at the Montrose 
Hotel in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on 
January 17, 1954. T~te morning ses
sion will be devoted to discussion of 
Area teaching and the afternoon to 
the World Crusade. 

BAHA'I NEWS BRIEFS 
Through the Quincy, Illin()is Baha'i 

Community, a presentati@n of the 
Faith was given before the student 
body and faculty of Culver-Stockton 
College in Canton, Missouri. 
Communty has initiated a bulletin of 

The Berkeley, California, Baha'i 
local and Bay Area news. 

The Anchorage assembly has un
dertaken extension teaching in the 
Palmer Area, Alaska. 

Baha'i Acquaintance Day. Septem
ber 23, was observed by the Cleve
land Ohio, Baha'i community. aided 
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by the greater Cleveland commu
nity, with a highly successful public 
discussion panel meeting. 

Weekly classes for youth and chil
dren are held every Sunday morning 
in Berkeley, California. 

An ll-minute talk on "The United 
Nations and the Baha'i Faith" Was 
given October 24 over station KOLO, 
Reno, Nevada. 

On November 10 a regular pro
gram on Station KBYR, Anchorage, 
Alaska, entitled Around the World, 
featured an interview with Betty 
Becker, who reported on her trip to 
the States for the Second Inter-Con
tinental Conference. 

Verne Stout, of Anchorage, Alaska, 
has been elected to the Executive 
Board of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored Peo
ple, the first white man in Anchor
age to be so named. 

Through the efforts of Newark, 
New Jersey Baha'is a United Na~ 
tions Chapter has been formed. The 
Board of Directors meets in the 
Newark Baha~i Center and, through 
this organization, knowledge of the 
Faith is growing in that city. 

The Reno, Nevada Spiritual As
embly has ordered books for the 
Blind Association in Reno. 

Our Inner Life 

Humanity, through suffering and 
turmoil, is swiftly moving on towards 
its destiny; if we be loiterers, if we 
fail to play our part surely others will 
be called upon to take up our task as 
ministers to the crying needs of this 
afflicted world. 

Not by the force of numbers, not by 
the mere exposition of a set of new 
and noble principles, not by an or
ganized campaign of teaching-no 
matter how worldwide and elaborate 
in its character-not even by the 
staunchness of our faith or the exalta~ 
tion of our enthusiasm can we ulti
mately hope to vindicate in the eyes 
of a critical and sceptical age the su
preme claim of the Abha Revelation. 
One thing and only one thing will un
failingly and a]one secure the un· 
doubted triumph of this sacred 
Cause, namely, the extent to whic:l 
our own inner Hfe and private char
actE"T mirror forth in their manifold 
aspects the splendor of those eternal 
principles proclaimed by Baha 'u'Hah. 

Baha'i Administration-page 66. 
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'.tU .... t~Al' 'ONS: 
NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Baha'i Temple Gardens. By Hilbert 
E. Dahl. Reprinted from Landscape 
Architecture, July. 1953. Story of the 
creation of the garden setting for the 
Baha'i Temple, planned to blend with 
and enhance this universal House 
of Worship. The symbolic meaning 
of the Temple itself, and as an in
spiration for the landscape setting. 
Useful as general, informative ar~ 
tiele on the Temple and grounds, as 
\vell as having prestige value for 
supplementary background material 
in presenting articles for press re
leases. Four illustrations. 8%; x 11. 
S pp. Self cover. Each ... $.10 

25 copies ... $2.00 
Baha'i Calendar, 1954. Commemo

rating completion of the Shrine of 
the Bab in Haifa. Israel. Beautlful 
drawing by Carl Scheffler. Three col. 
ors on white. 14 x 81/~. Each ... $.20 

The Meaning of Life. By Stanwood 
Cobb. Emphasizes struggle as the 
vehicle of achieving growth and de
velopment in life, the cycle being 
repeated on ever higher leve1s with 
each achievement. 22 pp. blue paper 
cover, 4lh x 6%. 
Each.. .. ............. $ .10 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE LITERATURE 

French 

The Dawn of World Civilization. 
General introductory pamphlet. Use
ful to Baha'i pioneers who are study
ing French and preparing to pioneer 
in French-speaking areas. 16pps., 
4:V4 x 63/4, yeHow paper cover, 
Each .................. $.20 net 

Norwegian 

Renewal of Civilization, by David 
Hofman. A few copies of a Norweg
ian translation of this book are avail-
able. Price each .......... $.60 Net 

NEW EDITIONS 
ReJigion Returns. By Dorothy 

Baker. Content is same as original 
booklet, but has new cover design in 
color. 

Each .......... . 
100 copies 

........ $ .05 
..... $4.50 

(Please change catalog group price) 
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SPECIAL ITEMS 

The following items were originaUy 
printed by the Public Relations 
Committee~ reprints of publishing 
items by same title~ but prepared in 
a different size and format. 

A Pattern for Future Society. By 
Shoghi Effendi. Attractive format, 
more readable typeface. 8¥2 x 11. 4 
pp. 100 copies ................. $1.00 

On Industrial Justice. 'Abdu']. 
Baha. Same as item above, larger 
page and type size. 100 copies .. $1.00 

(Please specify size on above two 
items.) 

Special Offer to Book 
Sales Committees 

Shrine of the Bab Colorprint, wa
tercolor by the architect, Sutherland 
MaxweH. Original1y used as frontis
piece in Baha 'f Wor1d, Volume IX. 
This beautiful four-color design of the 
Shrine at Haifa, Israel. has many 
uses now that Baha'is everywhere 
are rejoicing in the news of the 
completed Shrine. Also suitable for 
framing. Special price in lots of 
ten only ................ 10 for $3.00 

The Treasuries of God are Limitless 

It is easy to read the Holy Scrip
tures, but it is only with a clean 
heart and a pure mind that one may 
understand their true meaning. Let 
us ask God's help to enable us to 
understand the Holy Books. Let us 
pray for eyes to see and ears to hear, 
and for hearts that long for peace. 

God's eternal Mercy is immeasur
able. He has always chose'n certain 
souls upon whom He has shed the 
Divine Bounty of His heart, whose 
minds He has illumined with celes
tial light, to whom He has revealed 
the sacred mysteries, and kept clear 
before their sight the Mirror of Truth. 
These are the disciples of God, and 
His goodness has no bounds. You 
who are servants of the Most Hjgh 
may be disciples also. The treasuries 
of God are limitless. 

The Spirit breathing through the 
Holy Scriptures is food for all who 
hunger. God Who has given the re
vela tion to His Prophets will surely 
give of His abundance daily bread to 
all those who ask Him faithfully . 

nparis Talks"-page 56. 



12 

Mrs. Dorothy, B!Lker Hand, of the Cause, with students and 
teachers of Lady Irwin College for Girls, New Delhi, to whom 

she deHvered the Baha'j Message 

FEASTS 
January 19---Su1tan, Sovereignty 
February 7-Mulk, Dominion 

INTERCALARY DAYS 
Ayyam-i-Ha-February 26 to March 1 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
January 22 _ 23, 24 
February 19, 20, 21, 22 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 
January 17 

- oi 

"Glcr-y be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thu mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. a Lord! Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine fOT them every good 

through Thy bounty and grace. _ ." 

-' Abdu'l-Bahd 

Stanford, California - Miss Valerie Joan 
Latham to Mr. Nasrollah Rassekh. 
.Tune 14. 1953. . 

JANUARY, 1954 

Palo Alto, California -- Miss Barbara 
Ogden to Mr. Frank. R. Moraw. August 
9, 1953. 

Los Angeles, California - Mrs. Maybelle 
Perry Garcia to Mr. Jerome L. 
DeBruyn, November 15, 1953. 

Los Angeles, California - Miss Adele y, 
Keshelak to Judge Andrew M. Ko~ 
vachy, December I, 1953. 

Providence, Rhode Island - Mrs. Edith 
Doull to Mr. Elmer Carpenter, Decem
ber 5, 1953. 

New York, New York - Miss Elizabeth 
Naylor to Mr. David B. Thomas. no 
date given. 

((Death pToffereth unto every confi
dent beHever the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer of gladness, It conferreth the 
gift of everlasting Hfe. U 

-Baha'u.'Hah 

Mr. Duane S. Leising 
Gowanda. New York 
October 20, 195.3 

Mrs. Evalena Caldwell 
Butte, Montana 
November 16, 1953 

Mr. William Netter 
Racine. Wisconsin 
November 19, 1953 

Mr. Arthur Rotunno 
Yonkers, New York 
December 2, 1953 

Mr. Morris Bush 
Buffalo, New York 
Decembt:'r 9, 1953 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'IS throughout the United States, and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep 
members of the Faith in10rmed of international national and local Baha'i developments, and serve as an organ for the distribu
tion of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith. the International Baha'i Council, and the general announcements pre
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 

Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national coommittees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands, Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an almually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1953·1954: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Manag
ing Editor; Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address ,;;hould be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters. ::;36 Sheridan Road. Wil
mette, Illinois, U.S ,A. 
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"LAMENTABLE, UNTIMELY 
PASSING OF 
DOROTHY BAKER" 

Cablegram from the Guardian 

"Hearts grieved (at) lamentable, 
Wltimely passing (of) Dorothy 
Baker, distinguished Hand (of the) 
Cause, eloquent exponent its teach
ings, indefatigable supporter its in
stitutions, valiant defender its pre
cepts. (Her) long record (of) out
standing service (has) enriched 
(the) annals (of the) concluding 
years (of the) Heroic (and the) open· 
ing epoch (of the) Formative Age (of 
the) Baha'i Dispensation. Fervently 
praying (for the) progress (of her) 
soul (in the) Abba Kingdom. 

"Assure relatives profotuld loving 
sympathy. (Her) noble spirit (is) 
reaping bountiful reward. 

"AdVise hold memorial gathering 
(in the) Temple befitting her rank 
(and) imperishable services ... " 

-SIIOGID 

Haifa, Israel 
.January 13, 1954 

CO,,",MENT"RV; NATION"1- SPIRITUAL AS&EMeLY 

By a mysterious action of Provi
dence, one of our distinguished fel
low-Baha'is has been exalted to the 
Kingdom. While returning by plane 
from India, Mrs. Dorothy Baker lost 
her life in the accident which on 
.January 10 destroyed the pi ane and 
all Hs passengers and crew. The dis
aster occurred near the Island of 
Elba. The body of Dorothy Baker 
was not recovered. 

The Guardian's cablegram writes 
her noble epitaph in the hearts of 
the friends and on the eternal pages 
of Baha'i history, A notable career, 
international in range and including 
both spiritual and administrative 

BAHA'I YEAR 11 0 

IN THE GARDEN OF RIDVAN 

A small house in tbe garden of Ridvan near Bahji, 
where Baha'u'Uah sometJmes sought repose. 

FEBRUARY, 1954 

After the period of" Baha.'u']]3.h's strict incarceraUon was over, 
it was here in the garden that some respite from the rigors 

of imprisonment in 'Akka was found. 
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achievements, sud den I y extin
guished like a brilliant light before 
our very eyes, Dorothy Baker will 
now in spirit continue and augment 
her devoted services to the Faith of 
God. 

The Guardian's cablegram directs 
the National Spiritual Assembly to 
hold a memorial gathering in the 
Baha'i Temple. This will be ar
ranged for the evening of F ebru
ary 20. 

Before going to New Delhi to a t
tend the Fourth Intercontinental 
Teaching Conference, Dorothy Baker 
retired from her membership on the 
National Spiritual Assembly in or
der to serve, with Frank A. Baker, 
in the pioneer field. The Windward 
Islands were their goal. 

Letters and cables arrive from all 
parts of the world testifying to the 
grief of the friends and their gra te
fuI appreciation of Dorothy Baker's 
services. 

-NATIDNAL SPIRITUAL ASSEM:BLY 

VALIANT PIONEER, 
MRS. NELLIE FRENCH 

Cablegram from the Gu.ardian 

"Deeply regret passing valiant 
pioneer. Long record (of her) serv
ices, highly meritorius. Praying 
(for) progress (of) soul (in) King-
dom." 

Haifa, Israel 
January 4, 1954 

"PASSING DEVOTED PIONEER" 
Cablegram from the Guardian 

"Grieve passing devoted pioneer 
Harry Ford, whose death will en
rich spiritual development (of) fore
most center (of) South Africa. Pray
ing (for) progress (of) soul (in) 
Kingdom.') 

Haifa, Israel 
January 14, 1954 

-SHOGlU 

OUR WORLD CRUSADE 
Beloved Friends; 

By now, a large number of Ameri
can Baha'is have gone forth to pio
neer in distant goals. Many, many 
more would have set forth had they 
been able to do so. All of us have 
been witnesses to a noble, a signifi-

cant drama of sacrifice for the tri
umph of a loved Faith. The world 
has lost its "foreignness" because 
now there are Baha'i friends almost 
everywhere--on the continents, in 
nations, in territorial divisions, and 
on the islands of the sea. 

But we are more than spectators 
gathered at a mighty stadium-we 
are participants, each one, wherever 
we live in the United States. 

Because the World Crusade has a 
Home Front as well as distant pio
neer goals. Upon the success of the 
Home Front Campaign actually de
pends in great measure the sucess 
of the Crusade itself. 

THE PLAN 
WHICH SPELLS VICTORY 

The American Baha'is are 
urged, as individuals and as 
communities, to pay special 
attention to the insert COn
tained in this issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS. 

That insert carries the Treas
urer's message explaining how 
the annual Budget can be met 
before the end of the adminis
trative year, To study and to 
act on this matter is 'Our essen
tial obligation as members of 
the Baha'i world community, 
and our contribution to the 
achievement of the World Cru
sade in its initial year. 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Why? The reason is clear. Only 
from a constantly augmented and 
reinvigorated American Baha'i com
munity can force be genera ted to 
sustain the increasing weight of the 
Ten Year P]an in its worldwide pro
gram. We must grow and increase 
as a community at a higher rate of 
acceleration than ever before. Upon' 
us converge great and urgent needs 
-for workers, for funds, for skills 
and talents-to build this glorious 
House of Peace. 

Turn back to your October, 1953, 
BAlIA'i NEWS. It carries the list of 
"Goal Cities in the United States for 
the World Crusade at Home." Each 
of these cities is to be developed to 
Assembly status. This is one, but 
only one, way to measure the extent 
CJf our responsibilities at home. 

How are we to accomplish this 
great migration and settlement? 

By the dispersal of BaM'is from 
the laTger communities! These larg-
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er communities are our only reser
voir of workers. The Guardian has 
said that during the Ten Year Plan 
all, except a necessary minimum of 
twenty or so, should scatter and 
settle in goal cities in order to foster 
a new community Which, in turn, 
will have power to help sustain the 
Crusade throughout the world. This 
scatteTing is necessary and. impera
tive for the success of the Crusade 
at horne. 

But-the National Spiritual As
sembly must point out the obligation 
of Baha'is in small and weak com
munities to 'remain wheTe they are. 
The status of every existing Assem
bly must be maintained. We do not 
serve the Divine Plan by jeopardiz
ing one Assembly in order to try and 
establish another one before 1963. 
Those who remain and serve are 
also workers in the World Crusade! 

The American National Teaching 
Committee and its Area Teaching 
Committees are the strong arms of 
the NSA in conducting the Home 
Front Campaign. 

"When can I leave? Where should 
I go? I hear the Call and respond 
with all my heart!" This, beloved 
friends, is the root of success and 
the mystery of attainment! Will in
dividuals and the larger Assemblies 
ponder this? 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

MEMORIAL MEETING 
FOR DOROTHY BAKER 

The National Spiritual Assembly, 
acting upon the instruction of the 
Guardian, has arranged a memorial 
meeting in honor of Mrs, Dorothy 
Baker, Hand of the Cause. This 
meeting will be held in Foundation 
Hall of the Masbriqu'I-AtllikiLr in 
WHmette on Saturday, February 20, 
at 8: 00 P. M. The friends are in vi ted 
to gather at that time to pay tribute 
to this beloved, devoted servant of 
the Faith of Baha'u'llii.h. 

MESSAGES FROM HAIFA 

Corrections in Text 

The cablegrams published in the 
November, 1953, issue of BAHA~i 

NEWS are to be corrected, in ac
cordance with directives received 
from Haifa, as fol1ows: 

September 20, 1953: 
Paragraph two shOUld read

"(The) four months (which have) 
elapsed since its glorious inaugura
tion amidst (the) climax (of the) 
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Centenary (of the) inception (of) His 
Mission (have been) immortalized," 
etc. 

Near end of paragraph six, should 
read-"comprised (within the) orbit 
(of) His," etc. 

October, 1953: 
(Cable to New Delhi Conference): 
Paragraph two should read

"(The) five-year-old, three-quarter 
million dollar enterprise, constitut
ing (the) final stage (of the) initial 
epoch (in the) evolution (of the) 
process," etc. 

Paragraph two, last line, should 
read-"month (in the) annals (of 
the) Holy F ai th." 

Paragraph four, in second sen
tence, should read-"same gathering 
(of the) unflagging," etc. 

Paragraph five, after '·San Ma
rino," insert these words-"Una 
Townshend, Malta; Rolf Haug, 
Crete." 

Paragraph five, change "Faith (to 
one) hundred sixty-five" to "Faith 
(to one) hundred sixty-seven." 

Paragraph five, after 4IHoly Year" 
insert these words-UTotal United 
States pioneer applications 249." 

Paragraph seven, "(the) cradle 
(of the) Revelation (to the) Au
thor," should read "(the) cradle (of 
the) Revelation (of the) Author," 
etc. 

October, 1953: 
(Cable to Hands of Cause) 
Paragraph two, "Intercontinental 

Conference (to) gird (your) loins," 
should read "gird (their) loins." etc. 

-NATIONAL SPIRlTIJAL ASSEMBLY 

FOURTH PIONEER REPORT 
The National Spiritual As semb ly 

of the Baha'is of the United States is 
happy to announce the arrival of the 
following pioneers at their posts un
der the World Crusade. 
AruuvALS IN VIRGIN AREAS 

Mr. and Mrs. Jean Deleuran with 
their daughter, Bente, arrived in 
Palma de Majorca, Balearic Islands, 
December 30, 1953. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Kenneth Chris
tian with their son, Roger, arrived 
in Southern Rhodesia, Africa, Jan
uary I, 1954. (Persia) 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard J\olenking ar
rived in the Cape Verde Islands Jan
uary 4. 

Mr. Charles loas arrived in the 
Balearic Islands January 7. 

Miss Elizabeth Bevan arrived in 
Rhodes January 8. (Halo-Swiss) 
AmuvALS IN CONSOLIDATION AREAs 

Mrs. Nellie Mcreness arrived in 
Hilo, Territory of Hawaii, Decem
ber 1. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon A. Fraser 
arrived in Caracas, Venezuela, De
cember 4. (South America) 

Mrs. Lorol O. Jackson arrived in 
Hilo, Territory of Hawaii, Decem
ber 11. 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Hope .arrived 
in Luanda, Angola, December 11. 
(British Isles) 

ALASKA ESTABLISHES FUND 
FOR HAZIRATU'L-QUDS 

The Baha'i Alaskan Convention, 
held December 6, 1953, initiated ac
tion unifying the believers of that 
area in terms of two of their spe
cific World Crusade goals: the es
tablishment of a National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Alaska 
and the building of a national Hazi
ratu'l-Quds. Consultation led t; the 
establishing of wI'he Alaska Hazira
tu'l-Quds Fund," to be kept ~ h-ust 
by the Incorporated Spiritual Assem
bly of the BaM.'!s of Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

AUSTRALIAN PIONEERAT POST 
National News Items, published by 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'IS of Australia and New 
Zealand, gives the date of arrival for 
a pioneer cited in the Guardian 1 s 
cable of November 11. 

Bertha Dobbins arrived in Porto 
Vila, New Hebrides, on October 17. 

PIONEER ARRIVALS IN 
GERMAN GOALS 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Germany and Austria 
has announced the dates of arrival 
of the following pioneers at their 
posts. 

Mr. Amm Banlmi arrived in Ath
ens, Greece, August 6 and was joined 
by Mrs. Sheila Banani and their child 
September 25. 

Rolf Haug arrived in Iraklion, 
Crete, October 6. 

In the Frisian Islands, Miss Elsa 
Maria Grossmann arrived in Wester
land on Sylt, September 24; Mrs. 
Ursula von Brunn arrived in Wyk 
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on Fohr, October 6 and Miss Ger
trud Ankersmit arrived in Texel 
October 2l. 

With these arrivals, the goals for 
Germany and Austria, excluding Re
publics and satellites of the Soviet 
Union, have been settled. 

'IRAQI PIONEER AT POST 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of ~Iraq reports that a 
pioneer, cited in the Guardian's ca
ble of November 11. has arrived at 
his post. 

Mr. 'Abbas Kamil arrived in the 
Seychelles Islands November 8, 1953. 

GOALS FOR ITALY AND 
SWITZERLAND SETTLED 

A report from the National Spirit~ 
ual Assembly of the Baha'is of Italy 
and Switzerland announces that the 
virgin goals assigned to Italy and 
Switzerland tmder the Ten Year Cru
sade have all been settled. In Liech
tenstein, Monaco, San Marino, Sicily, 
Sardinia and Rhodes, pioneers have 
raised the Call of Baha'u'llah. The 
first step toward the building of 
Baha'i communities in these areas 
has been taken. 

In closing, the report says, "We 
are grateful to the American Baha'i 
Community for their share of pio
neers coming to our territory. U 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

Hand of the Cause 
Tours Australia and New Zealand 

At the request of the Guardian, 
Mr. 'Ali-Akbar FUrUtan, Hand of the 
Cause, accompanied by Mr. A. Faizi 
from Bahrein Island, has visited the 
Baha'i Communities throughout Aus
tralia and New Zealand. A letter 
from Mr. FUrUlan to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Australia and New Zealand says, in 
part: 

"Almost two months ago, at the 
request of the beloved Guardian, I 
commenced a tour of your beautiful 
country. During this time I have 
been able to visit forty-two centers, 
and I am very happy to say that all 
are doing their utmost to carry out 
their spiritual responsibilities, espe-
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cially in teaching the beloved Cause. 
There is no doubt that at the present 
time the Faith is in a stage of rapid 
progress. In many places I found 
new believers, and in one commu
nity in particular, there were seven 
enrollments in one week. This shows 
how the friends have arisen with 
love and devotion, and have thus 
drawn to themselves the confirma· 
tion, strength and assistance of the 
Abha Kingdom .... 

"I should like to express my great 
happiness in witnessing the valiant 
efforts of the believers in Australia 
and New Zealand to spread the Di
vine Teachings, and the success of 
their efforts. Whenever I write to the 
Holy Land I pass on this good news. 

"In conclusion, I should like to ex
press my sincere thanks to each and 
all of you for your kindness and hos
pitality. The most precious gift that 
I shall take back to Persia is the 
recollection of your enthusiasm in 
the service of our beloved Cause. 
The friends in 'Iran will be very hap· 
py to hear of your devotion, zeal and 
service, which I shall personally re
late to them-especially to the 30,000 
Baha'is of 'fihr.{m." 

During their trip, Mr. Furutan and 
Mr. Faizi took part in the Yerrinbool 
Baha'i Summer School, held from 
December 31, 1953 to January 10, 
1954. 

National Assembly Members Pionee, 

Six members of The National Spir
itual Assembly of the Baha'is of Aus
tralia and New Zealand have now 
volunteered for pioneering in the Pa
cific Islands. 

A cable from the Guardian con
gratulating the National Assembly on 
this record-breaking achievement 
brought this comment, printed in 
National News Items: 

t'This cable gives a true indication 
of the paramount importance which 
the Guardian attaches to pioneering 
in virgin areas, and which he also 
stressed to all pilgrims visiting Hai
fa. If it is impossible for us to go 
ourselves, then perhaps we may be 
able to financially assist those who 
have volunteered." 

The National Fund 

The Baha'i Bulletin, published by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Australia and New 
Zealand, presents the question of 
contributions to the National FWld in 
this light: 

"We are, during this Ten Year 
Crusade, being called upon to make 
sacrifices for our beloved Faith; but 
in reality are we making them for 
the Faith or for ourselves'? It is for 
the well-being of humanity t our
selves, our children and grandchil
dren and generations yet unborn for 
which we are working . . . What
ever we give to the Faith is but an 
investment for the world - for the 
future--for ourselves. In reality we 
are not making sacrifices. We are 
only giving to ourselves, to make 
life more secure for alL'l 

CANADA 
On his way from Churchill, Mani

toba, to his pioneer post at Baker 
Lake, Dick Stanton presented a copy 
of Baha'u'lltih and the New Era to 
the library of the Hudson Bay vessel 
which services that northern out
post. 

In Kingston, Ontario, Jim Atack 
was asked to write .an article about 
the Faith for the Queen's University 
JD'Urnal~ the official campus paper. 
The article, entitled "Baha'i Re· 
awakens World" appeared in a 
prominent position in the paper. 

CAROLINE ISLANDS 
Miss Virginia Breaks, pioneer in 

Truk, Eastern Caroline Islands, a 
United States Trust Territory, re· 
ports, in a letter to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the United States, that while visiting 
at the home of the District Anthro
pologist in Yap, the anthropologist's 
wife and Miss Breaks heard a Baha'i 
broadcast. This was a radio inter
view with Mr. Faizi of Bahrein, 
broadcasting from Australia, some 
2500 miles away. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Publicity in Rio de Janei,o 

The most widely circulated news
paper of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 0 
Gloho, published an unsolicited arti
cle about the Baha'i Faith in its 
December 30 edition. The early his
tory of the Faith together with some 
of its principles were presented un
der the title "One Thusand and One 
Mysteries of the Orient." The arti
cle was written in Portuguese. 

In view of the fact that the author 
did not cover contemporary develop
ments of the Faith, the Local Spirit
ual Assembly has taken steps to 
give the editors of 0 Globo accurate, 
up-to-date information. 
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r!'''~''';'.~.lf.Al~·lflwil~ 
AMERICAN NATIONAL 
TEACHING COMMITTEE 

Pioneer-s U'gently Needed 
The American National Teaching 

Committee wishes to address a vital 
appeal to the believers in the United 
States. 

"We have been deeply conscious 
of the specific teaching goal set by 
our beloved Guardian in his Conven
tion message: the establishment, 
during the Ten Year Crusade, of new 
Assemblies to raise the total number 
to 300 in the United States; the 
strengthening of sufficient existing 
assemblies to the point where a to
tal of 100 will be incorporated. 

"To accomplish this the National 
Spiritual Assembly and this Com
mittee established sufficient addi
tional goal cities with the appeal that 
at least one Baha'i might move to 
those where no Baha'i was resident 
before Rillvan, 1954. 

HOf 73 such virgin goals, only fif
teen are actually settled as of this 
moment, although pioneers are in 
process of settling others. 

"The phase, however, which gives 
us greatest concern is that in the 
fervor aroused in the hearts of the 
believers for the settlement of the 
foreign goals, pioneers have arisen 
from assemblies with membership 
of nine only, and from groups which 
have reached nine in hope of assem
bly status. Our beloved Guardian has 
in all his messages stressed Hcon_ 
solidation" side by side with expan
sion. 

"Three hlUldred assemblies in the 
United States must be deve·loped and 
established simultaneously with the 
settling of the virgin go als afield. 

!COur beloved Guardian sets us 
goals for the expansion and consoli
dation of the Institutions of the 
Faith, so that they may channel its 
healing message to the peoples of 
the world. If we achieve any of our 
objectives merely at the cost of 
others, we cannot retain the spirit
ual primacy the Guardian so greatly 
desires us to cherish. 

"Where are the dedicated be
lievers who can settle virgin Home 
Front goals, bring groups to as
sembly status, and preserve exist
ing assemblies? 

"Where can you go? When? How 
can we help? A goal is waiting for 
you!" 
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In the prdens of Baha'i Han, the Karachi, P3.klst.3.n, Local 
Assembly entertains distlngulsbed guests at a party held to 

honor Mrs. Dorothy Baker, Hand of ULe Cause. 

In the picture a1 tbe left, the H.lgh Priest of tbe Zoroastrian Community of Pi.kistin, is shown paying tribute to Mrs. Baker's 
achievements. At the right, Mrs. Dorothy Baker. Hand of tbe Cause, is shown addressing the gathering at the garden party, 

delivering the message of Baha/u'na-h.. 'I1rls was her last public appearance. 

Write or wire immediately to: 
Baha'i American National 
Teaching Committee 
J esm a Herbert, Secretary 
725 South AI varedo Street 
Los Angeles 57, California 

Home Front Crusade Progress 
Summarized from American Na

tional Teaching Committee Reports 
through January 2, 1954. 

Recently, a believer making plans 
to pioneer received a letter from the 
Guardian, through Leroy Ioas. The 
American National Teaching Com· 
mittee wishes to share a part of that 
letter with the friends in the United 
Slales: 

~'The Guardian is now deeply con~ 
cerned with the development of the 
Faith in the homelands. If the Failh 
is not developed and spread in the 
homelands, it will ultimately affect 
the success of the work in foreign 
lands. The Guardian therefore hopes 
that the believers who have not been 

able to go to foreign areas will, in 
accordance with the Master's in
structions, scatter to the goal cities 
of the homelands, and thus aid in 
the establishment of spiritual as
semblies," 

According to reports from the 
Arne,rican National Teaching Com
mittee through January 2, pioneers 
have settled in goal cities as listed 
below. This list may be checked 
against the complete table of goal 
cities on pages 6 and 7 of BAHA'f 
NEWS, October, 1953. 

VIRGIN GoAL CITIES S=ED 
Bridgeport, Connecticut 

Miss Jean Silver 
Mrs. Christine Ivanoff 
Mrs. Caroline Stewart 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hart 

Chester, Pennsylvania 
Mrs. MarybeUe Hammond 

Globe, Arizona 
(pioneer's name not reported) 

Hayward, California 
Miss Winifred E. Bennell 
Mrs. Muriel Ferguson 

Lynn, Massachusetts 
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Curtis 

Manchester, New Hampshire 
Mrs. Dorothy Morell 

Medford, Oregon 
(pioneer's name not reported) 

Paterson, New Jersey 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Sudhop 

Provo, Utah 
Miss Barbara Keast 

Rapid City, South Dakota 
Mr. William Keith Denison 

Raleigh, North Carolina 
Mrs. Frances Falvey 

Riverside, California 
Mrs. Edith Moore 

Winston Salem, North Carolina 
Mrs. Betty Koyl 

Woonsocket, Rhode Island 
Mr . John Childs 

Yuma, Arizona 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Powers 
Stephen Powers (youth) 

5 
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CONSOLIDATION GOAL CITIES SE'l"T'LED 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Hansen 
Grand Forks, North Dakota 

Mr. and Mrs. G. G. Boutin, Jr. 
Mr. William Lacey, Jr. 

Ithaca, New York 
Miss Marjorie Stee 

National City, California 
Mrs. Gladys Loudon 

Santa Cruz, California 
Mr. Martin Kob 

Yakima, Washington 
Mr. and Mrs. Edvard Lindstrom 
In closing its report, the Ameri

can National Teaching Committee 
stated: 

HOur beloved Guardian has never 
called for a task we could not per
form. We have been given a goal, 
and we know that, together with the 
believers, we can accomplish it. It 
will not be done by Committees, ac
tually, not by individuals, not As
semblies, but by all together, serv
ing as channels through which 
Baha'u'll1>.h can establish His Faith, 
&s promised." 

EUROPEAN TEACHING 
COMMITTEE 

Since the opening of the World Cru
sade, the European Teaching Cam
mi ttee has worked toward the ful
fillment of its assigned goals. 

With the exception of the Ukraine, 
which is not yet open for settlement, 
and Spitzbergen, sealed in Arctic 
isolation tmtil spring, aU of the vir
gin goals have been settled. Devoted 
believers are preparing themselves 
for settlement in the two remaining 
virgin territories as soon as these 
open. 

Translation of literature into Flem
ish, Maltese and Piedmontese is 
complete. Translators are complet
ing the final revision of Basque 
and competent linguists aTe being 
sought to translate literature into 
the remaining languages. 

A systematic search for a suitable 
location for the House of Worship to 
be builtin Stockholm h as been un
dertaken by a special committee, 
appointed for this purpose. 

In collaboration with the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'!s of 
Italy and Switzerland, the European 
Teaching Committee has helped 
pioneers to settle in Monaco, Rhodes, 
Sardinia and Sicily. 

Reports from the consolidation 
areas of Western Europe indicate a 
rapidly developing maturity within 
the communities, with a resultant 
growth toward the establishment of 
the institutions of the Faith. 

In Holland, the first legally recog
nized Baha'! body has been estab-· 
lished, the Baha'i Literature Foun
dation. The official notarial act was 
drawn in December. In time, it is 
hoped the other Book Sales Com
mittees may become legally recog
nized institutions such as Holland 
t~as pioneered. 

Regular meetings of the Benelux, 
Iberian and Scandinavian Regional 
committees are developing these 
bodies t through consultation on prob
lems of the Faith which transcend 
strictly national boundaries, toward 
the caliber of functioning required 
for National Spiritual Assemblies. 

From the report of the latest 
meeting of the Benelux Regional 
Committee it is evident that their 
work t undertaken with prayer and 
oriented to the achievement of the 
objectives fixed by the Guardian, 
expresses com pIe t e dedication. 
Their affairs are solvent, Commit
tees report regularly and in detail, a 
Benelux Bulletin is regularly pub
lished in spite of technical and lan
guage difficulties so that the entire 
Benelux Community may be in
fOl'med of developments, systematic 
extension teaching is sustained, 
publicity and display materials are 
shared, Baha'i speakers are ex
changed. 

Perhaps nowhere is the adminis
trative capacity of these compara
tively new believers so evident as in 
the plans made for the Benelux 
Baha'i Teaching Conference to be 
held next June in Holland, followed 
by a Summer School session. The 
program, covering consolidation, ex
tension teaching and the assuming 
of jjresponsibilities in the framework 
of the Ten Year Plan," will be pre
sented by Baha'IS from other coun
tries as well as the Benelux nations. 
In all endeavors, pioneers and na~ 
tive believers work together in the 
spirit of Baha'i service, each taking 
the task for \~ ... hich his capacities fit 
him or riSing to new levels of 
achievement for the sake of the 
Faith. 

In Scandinavia and the Iberian 
Peninsula, parallel growth is evi
dent. Although unique conditions and 
problems may bring forth different 
solutions, the spirit is the same. 
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AMERICAN IND!AN 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

The first of the goals chosen for 
attainment this year by the Ameri
can Indian Service Committee was 
reached when Mr. James Stone, for
merly of Martinsburg, West Virginia, 
arrived in Gallup, New Mexico, on 
December 24. 

Also entering the Indian teaching 
field as pioneers are: Mrs. Ethel 
Murray, formerly of Providence, 
Rhode Island, who arrived in Ashe
ville, North Carolina, on November 
12; and Mr. and Mrs. Edvard Lind
strom of Brattleboro, Vermont, who 
arrived in Yakima, Washington, on 
November 28. 

The American Indian Service Com~ 
mittee is also pleased to announce 
the appointment of Mr. Wallace 
Heath of Tucson to serve with this 
Committee. Mr. Heath will act as 
liaison with Baha'i youth in the as
sistance they are giving to this part 
of our Hom e Front Crusade. 

The assistance of devoted Baha'is 
is needed to initiate teaching among 
the Indians in two other areas of 
coneen tr a ted Indian populations: 

Pierre, the capital and center of 
South Dakota and 

Miami, in the northeast corner of 
Oklahoma. 

Prospective pioneer s are a sked to 
communicate with the American In
dian Service Committee for further 
jniormation. 
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NATIONAL BAHA'i ADMmIS'l'RATlVE 

HEADQUARTERS : 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

NATIONAL ThEASURm: 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks Pa.yahle 10: 
National B&b.1\.~1 Fund 

BAHA'i PUBLrSHrNG COM:MITI'EE: 
110 Linden A venue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

BAHA'i NEWS: 
Editorial Office: 

1V} Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Subscription and 
change of address: 

112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 
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GREEN ACRE BAHA'I SCHOOL 
The Green Acre Baha'i Summer 

School will run a six~week session 
this year. Classes will start on Mon
day July 19th and finish Friday, Au
gust 27th. There will be no Youth 
Camp but two weeks of this session 
will be devoted to teen-age youth; 
dates to be given in a later an
nouncement. 

Courses have been arranged so 
that each student will have the op
portunity to share in a deepening 
course, one on techniques and skills 
and one informative, such as the 
"Baha'i Faith Views World History." 
Such a plan will contribute to a 
well-balanced day for ea ch individ
ua� and aid in developing the well
rounded personality which we should 
all strive to become for the sake of 
our beloved F ai tho 

All of the Crusade Committees are 
being given the full r~sponsib~lity 
for planning four evemng seSSlQns 
and one Saturday and Sunday morn
ing session in behalf of their goal 
countries and cities. These are to be 
highly informative, bringing ?ut th.e 
cultural backgrounds, economICS, ell· 
mate educational opportunities, job 
possibilities and practical considera· 
lions such as visa requirements. 
Eve~ one planning to participate in 
the Ten Year Crusade should seize 
this opportunity to become better ac
quainted with the goals they are 
considering or just to get practIcal 
guidance. 

Reservations should be sent to 
Mrs. Irene Minutti, Eliot, Maine, 
the new manager of the Green Acre 
School. Watch BAHA'i NEWS for fur
ther announcements as to rates 
and specific courses and teachers. 

BAHA'I YOUTH COMMITTEE 
The Bah.'! Youth Conference, to 

be held in each teaching Area on 
February 14, will be keyed to the 
theme "Baha'! Youth and a New 
World Standard." 

The purpose of this conference is 
two-fold: 

1. To review the spiritual import
ance of our actions as Baha'is. 

2. To share with non-Baha'i youth 
a Baha'i National Youth Conference. 

WORLD YOUTH DAY 
Throughout the world Baha'! youth 

are making plans for the celebratIOn 
of World Youth Day. This commem
oration, which will take place on 
March 28, will present the theme: 
"Baha'is: Pioneering A World 
FaithU 

A NEW EDITION OF "SOME 
ANSWERED QUESTIONS" 

A beautiful new edition of Some 
Answered Questions, highly treas
ured Baha'i book, is coming off the 
press. These were notes fronl "ta
ble talks" which Laura Clifford Bar
ney of Paris took down on her visits 
to 'Akk.3. previous to 1908 and pub
lished with 'Abdu'l-Bahit's permis
sion. 

Those who have had acquaintance 
with this book through its many 
years of availability will welcome 
this new edition with its index, new 
introduction by Anna Marie Honnold, 
and its attractive book jacket giving 
a brief resume of the life of 'Abdu'l
Baha. For others whose contact with 
Baha'i literature is of more recent 
date, the following summary of its 
contents is given: 

Part I, Influence of the Prophets 
in the evolution of humanity; Part 
II, Some Christian subjects; Part 
III Powers and conditions of the 
M~nifestations of God; Part IV, Ori
gin, powers and conditions. of man; 
Part V, Miscellaneous subjects. 

This book deepens the individual's 
understanding of the Teachings and 
prepares him for the questions every 
Baha'! is asked by the people of to
day, the questions that troub~e most 
sincere seekers: What of mIracles, 
baptism, the Trinity, predestination, 
immortality. free will, reincarna
tion healing? Here, too, are com
men'taries on Biblical passages suit
ed to our age of increasing maturity. 
See Publications section for details 
and price. 

BAHA'I ON THE AIR 
Station WFAS, White Plains, New 

York, presents a Baha'i program on 
the second Wednesday of every 
month from 9:15 to 9:30 A.M. EST. 

Station KEPO, EI Paso, Texas, 
690 kilocycles, presents a regular 
Baha'i broadcast every Sunday at 
9:45 P.M. MST. The series is to con
tinue through March 28. 

The Roswell New Mexico, station 
broadcasted ; series of 13 Baha'i 
programs, ending December 27, 1953. 

Station KOAT, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, gave the last of a series of 
14 Sunday morning Baha'i broad
casts on January 3. 

Through the Area Teaching C0n:'
mittee, Santa Fe, New MeXICO, IS 

conducting a mailing-radio cam
palgn, using Baha'j News Service 
tapes. (See BAHA'l NEWS, July, 1953, 
p. 11.) 
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Butte, Montana, in connection with 
World Religion Day, gave a radio 
program and two 10-minute spot 
presentations of prmciples of the 
Baha'i Faith which concluded with 
playing the 4lWords for the World" 
records. 

Station WMAQ, Chicago, Illinois, 
in the program Nancy Terry Pre
sents, on January 9 broadcasted an 
interview with Mr. Horace Holley, 
Hand of the Cause and Secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States. The 
jnterview included a report of the 
four Intercontioental Teaching Con
ferences and their significance, com
mentary on Mr. Holley's recent 
teaching tour through India and Cey
lon and his pilgrimage to the World 
Center, and a broad presentation of 
the principles of the Baha'i Faith. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
In accordance with the new Land 

Registration Act of the Territory of 
Alaska the Anchorage, Alaska, as
sembI; has registered 20 acres with 
the U.S. Commissioner's Office and 
with the Territorial Land Commis
sioner. 

The Baltimore~ Maryland, Baha'i 
community is planning a new Youth 
Center, to be created at the Baha'i 
property on Gwynn Oak Avenue. 
Construction begins in February. 

For the eighth annual Community 
Folk Festival in Binghamton, New 
York, local Baha'is planned an ex
hibit. In the printed program, the 
Bah"'! Faith headed the list of ex
hihits. 

Butte Montana, believers or
ganized a symposium on the subject 
r'Youth and Peace," asking three 
Butte School of Mines foreign stu
dents to participate, with a Baha'i 
speaker. A Negro from Nigeria,. A 
Chinese from Viet Nam and a JeWIsh 
boy from Israel gave their views in 
a stimulating, successful meeting. 

The Los Angeles, California, as
sembly has established a Research 
Committee which stands ready to 
check: on the sources of quotations 
or the accuracy of statements and 
find material pertaining to a given 
subject for individuals or committees 
of the community. 

Niagara Falls attracts over thre~ 
million visitors annually. The NI
a .... ara Falls New York, Baha'i group 
h;s arrang~d for a permanent book 
exhibit and information center at the 
Henry Huhbs Hotel in the heart of 
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town. Three Baha'is have rearrang
ed their daily routine so that the 
booth will be attended daily except 
Sunday. 

Redwood City, California, reports 
that the Redwood City Tribune print
ed pictures of the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Wilmette, Illinois, togeth
er with an article presenting the 
unique features of its architecture, 
a brief history of the Faith and its 
principles as one of a regular series 
featuring Wlique religious edifices in 
the United States. 

Springfield, New Jersey, and Los 
Angeles, California, have established 
regular children's classes on Sunday 
mornings. Adult courses are provided 
for the parents while the children 
are in class. 

Correction: Braille Publication 
On page 9, column 3 of the Janu

arYl 1954, BAHA'i NEWS~ the price for 
Communion with God was misquoted. 
The text should read: Communion 
with God, published in Braille Grade 
2, is available at $.75 a copy. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
Prayers and Meditations. Baha. 

'u'Uah. New edition available Febru
ary 15, in deep blue-green fabrikoid 
binding. Price .............. " .. $3.00 

Seven Valleys and the Four Val
leys. Baha.'u'lhih. The new cloth bind
ing, available February 15. Green 
fabrikoid binding in size 6 x 4, a 
companion size to last edition of 
Hidden Words. Price ......... $1.25 

Some Answered Questions. 'Abdu'l
Baha. Notes from "table talks" by 
Laura Clifford Barney. Bound in rust 
colored linen with black and gold 
stamping with attractive book jacket. 
Price .......................... $3.00 

Temporarily out of Stock 

Baha'i Prayers. The Publishing 
Committee is awaiting material for 
a new edition of the prayer book. 
Th:lS will contain many prayers not 
in the present edition. Please watch 
for announcement in this section of 
BAHA'i NEWS and order then. Price 
not yet available. 

HOLY DAYS 
March 21J Feast of Naw-Ruz 

PERIOD OF THE FAST 
March 2·20 

FEASTS 
February 7-Mulk, Dominion 
March 2-'Ala\ Loftiness 
March 21-BaM, Splendor 

mTERCALARY DAYS 
February 26 to March 1, Ayyam.i.Ha 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
February 19, 20, 21, 22 
March 26, 27, 28 

HGlory be unto Thee~ 0 my God! 
Verily~ this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow Of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
geneTosity. 0 Lord! Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine tOT them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace . .. n 

-'Abdu'l-Baha 

Los Angeles, California-Dr. Vera H. 
Graham to Dr. Clyde S. Longyear. 
January 10, 1954. 

FEBRUARY. 1954 

"Death pTojJereth unto every con
fident believer the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer Of gladness. It COnfe1"T€th the 
gift of everlasting life." 

Mrs. Emma E. Heivly 
Los Angeles. CaHfornia 
November 3, 1953 

-Bahci'u'llah 

1\1r. William James Williams 
Santa Cruz, California 
December 5, 1953 

Mr. James C. Houck 
Lima, Ohio 
December 11, 1953 

Mr, Ray Wardall 
Seattle. Washington 
December 14, 1953 

Miss Frances Marian Lanterman 
Urbana, Illinois 
December 18, 1953 

Mrs. Stuart W. French 
Monaco (pioneer post) 
January 3, 1954 

Mrs. Dorothy Baker, Hand of the Cause 
Lima, Ohio 
January 10, 1954 

Mr. Edgar H, Bielfelt 
Peoria, Illinois 
January 11. 1954 

Mr. Harry Ford (at pioneer post) 
Johannesburg, Union of South Mrica 
January 11, 1954 

Mr, William E. Preston 
Epping, New HampShire 
January 11, 1954 

Mrs, Ilah 'Whitmarsh 
Springfield. Illinois 
.January 18, 1954 

Mrs. Anne Fourcher 
Augusta, Georgia 
no date given 

Ada M. Young 
Xenia, Ohio 
no date given 

BAHA'! NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. Copies are sent without 
charge to Baha'is throughout the United States, and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep mem
bers of the Faith informed of international, national and local Baha'i developments, and serve as an organ for the distribution 
of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the international Baha'i Council, and the general announcements prepared 
by the American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the tenth day Of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'! NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1953-1954: Mrs, Eunice BI'3Wl, Man
aging Editor; Mr, David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; MrS. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 LiDden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U,S,A, 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Adnlinistrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
lllinois. U.S.A. 
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Dearly Beloved Friends: 

The hour has struck when all of us must feel that we are gathered together 
in a body in order that we may consult upon the critical state of our National 
Budget. 

Let us first consider with deep and joyous gratitude in our hearts the 
blessed achievements that we have been enabled to carry forward in the 
pioneer teaching field through the inspirational guidance and direction of our 
beloved Guardian. 

Then, we must consider the plight of many of our pioneers who have gone 
forth at great sacrifice and whom we may not be able to sustain at their posts 
unless immediate and drastic attention is given by all of us to the enormous 
deficit that we have been permitted to accumulate during this Baha'i Year. 

Only three months remain from the time you receive this statement in 
which action must be taken on behalf of the Budget before our Year ends. 
On the basis of receipts by the National Fund thus far, total contributions 
during the first nine months of this year amounts to only about $260,000, as 
compared with a Budget requirement for that period of about $395,000, leav
ing us with an accumulated deficit of $135,000. 

In order for us to fulfill our Budget requirements of $525,000, we will have 
to receive an average of almost $90,000 in each of the months oj February, 
March, and April. This can be done if every individual, assembly or group 
who has not yet subscribed to the plan* outlined in the budget insert in No
vember "Bahai News" will do so at once, bearing in mind that what was 
then set forth on a six-month basis must now be accomplished within three 
months_ 

It is not easy to be a Baha'i today, just as we know it was not easy to be 
a Christian nearly two thousand years ago. To be a Baha'i, we must be pre
pared to express our faith through our deeds, not in terms of our own choos
ing, but rather in terms of the need of the Hour. 

To be a Baha'i, we must be prepared to accept joyously whatever chal
lenge is placed before us; whatever sacrifice we are called upon to make in 
order that our beloved Faith may progress along its Divinely appointed way 
for the redemption of human society. 

It was not easy for many of our pioneers to give up their homes, their posi
tions, their comforts, in exchange for a task that could only be filled with 
sacrifice and single-mindedness of purpose. Can we at home, who represent 
the stronghold and the life-line which must sustain our heroic Crusaders, 
do less than demonstrate our willingness and ability to sacrifice of our 
material substance in order that this life-line remain unbroken and our 
spiritual primacy be retained? 

(OVER) 



We appeal to every believer to join with us in a spirit of oneness; in an 
attitude of awareness; in a determination that no single day henceforth will 
pass without having made some small measure of sacrifice that will aid us 
in dissolving this grave financial problem. 

When this historic and vital First Year of our glorious Crusade has ended, 
and we again meet under the Dome of the Mother Temple, let us determine 
that we will have reason to offer up a prayer of thanksgiving for this great
est of all victories. 

Faithfully yours, 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

• For ready reference, the Plan which will spell victory follows: 

25 Individuals, Groups, or Assemblies to contribute 
$1,000 each before April 30 (the equivalent of $166.66 
per month for six months) ......................... $ 25,000 

100 Individuals, Groups, or Assemblies to contribute 
$500 each before April 30 (the equivalent of $83.33 
per month for six months) ........................ 50,000 

300 Individuals, Groups, or Assemblies to contribute 
$250 each before April 30 (the equivalent of $41.66 
per month for six months) ........................ 75,000 

500 Individuals, Groups, or Assemblies to contribute 
$150 each before April 30 (the equivalent of $25.00 
per month for six months) ........................ 75,000 

1000 Individuals, Groups, or Assemblies to contribute 
$100 each before April 30 (the equivalent of $16.66 
per month for six months) ........................ 100,000 

500 Individuals, Groups, or Assemblies to contribute 
$50 each before April 30 (the equivalent of $8.33 
per month for six months) ........................ 25,000 

500 Individuals, Groups, or Assemblies to contribute 
$25 each before April 30 (the equivalent of $4.16 
per month for six months) ........................ 12,500 

2925 $362,500 

(Or any amount greater or smaller than the above) 

Make Contributions Payable to: 

National Baha'i Fund 
112 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois BAHA'I NEWS, February, 1954 
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PLEA FOR SETILEMENT 
REMAINING PIONEER AREAS 
BEFORE END OF YEAR 

Cablegram from the Guardian 
"(The) nine months (which have) 

elapsed since (the) launching (of 
the) spiritual world-encompassing 
Crusade (have) witnessed (the) en
try (of the) Knights (of) Bahil'u'llah 
(in) well-nigh four score (and) ten 
territories throughout (the) planet, 
represQI'lting virtually three-fourths 
(of the) total number (of) areas, 
exclusive (of the) Soviet zone (of) 
influence, destined (to) be opened 
(in the) course (of the) entire dec
ade (and) swelling (the) roll (of) 
sovereign States (and) Dependencies 
enlisted (under the) banner (of) His 
Faith (to) two hundred (and) thir
teen. 

"AU independent States (and) 
Principalities (on the) European 
continent, excluding Soviet Repub~ 
lics (and) satellites, (have been) 
opened. 

'~All territories (in) North, Cen
tral (and) South America, excluding 
Labrador, (have been) opened. 

"A.11 territories (on the) Asiatic 
continent outside (of the) Russian 
orbit (have been) opened, except 
Tibet (and) Bhutan. 

"All islands (in the) Mediterra
nean, all islands (in the) North Sea 
(have been) opened, except Spitz
bergen. 

"All African sovereign States, Col
onies, Protectorates (and) Trust ter
ritories, (with the) exception (of) 
Togoland, Spanish Guinea, Bechu
analand, Swaziland, Gambia (and 
the) French Cameroons, (have 
been) opened. 

"All islands (in the) South (and) 
North Atlantic, except St. Helena, 
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St. Thomas, Anticosti, (and the) 
Falklands, (have been) opened. 

"All Indian Ocean islands (with 
the) exception (of) Socotra, (the) 
Cocos, Comoro, Mentawei, Nicobar. 
Chagos (Archipelago) (and) Kuria
MUl"ia (have been) opened. 

"All islands (in the) North (and) 
South Pacific, exclusive (of) Soviet
controlled territories, (have been) 
opened except Galapagos, Gilbert 
(and) Ellice, Admiralty, Loyalty, 
Marshall, Mariana, Brunei (and) 
Portuguese Timor. 

"(The) Concourse on high hails 
(with) delight (the) phenomenal ra
pidity (of the) victories (of) Baha'; 
pioneering (in the) vir gin .a reas (of 
the) globe. 

HEncouraged (to) address (an) ur
gent plea (to) all National Assem
blies concerned, as well as (to) each 
(and) every prospective pioneer as
signed (to the) aforementioned ter
ritories, (to) expedite (by) every 
means (at their) disposal (their) ar
rival (at their) resp"ective posts ere 
(the) expiry (of the) swiftly-passing 
three-month period separating them 
(from the) conclusion (of the) open
ing year (of the) auspiciously-un
folding decade. 

Appeal furthermore (to the) 
entire body (of) participants (in the) 
Crusade (to) put forth all strength 
(to) secure entry (of) additional vol· 
unteers (into the) same territories 
multiplying thereby chances (of) 
their inclusion (within the) pale (of 
the) Faith ere (the) celebration (of 
the) fast-approaching Ric:Ivim. 

"Supplicating (with) redoubled ar
dor (a) further measure (of) Baha
'u'llah.'s sustaining grace, surpass
ing (the) conspicuous blessings al
ready vouchsafed (to) His wholly
dedicated, widely - scattered, for
ward-marching warriors since (the) 
launching (of the) Ten Year Plan." 
Haifa, Israel -5HOGm 
February 8, 1954 

MARCH, 1954 

COMMENTARY: NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
At the three-quarter point in the 

first year of the Ten Year Crusade, 
Shoghi Effendi surveys the results, 
unfolds their meaniBg, lists the yet 
unsettled .areas, and addresses his 
urgent plea to all National Assem
blies concerned and to every pros
pective pioneer assigned to those tul

settled areas, to expedite settlement 
Ioefore the end of the year. 

The Guardian, moreover, appeals 
to the entire body of those partici
pating in the Crusade to effect the 
entry of additional volunteers into 
the same territories, so that the 
chances that they will be brought 
into the pale of the Faith before 
Ric:Ivan may be multiplied. 

Finally, Shoghi Effendi is suppli. 
eating with redoubled ardor for a 
further measure of the Grace of 
·Baha'u'llah even surpassing the 
blessings He has already bestowed 

,. upon His advancing spiritual war
riors since the World Crusade was 
launched. 

What is the sign of the grace of 
Baha'u'IHth? Inwardly, strength, re
solve, dedication, assurance; out
wardly, participation, decision, ac
tion. 

Nothing can prevent us unitedly 
from responding successfully to this 
urgent appeal! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMELY 

IN THE MASTER'S PRESENCE 
The list of believers who were 

present on the Temple grounds when 
the Master blessed the site May 1, 
1912, is increased by three: :Miss 
Lillian Walter (Mrs. O'Keefe), Mr. 
Ernest Walter, and Dr, Myrta P. 
Sandoz. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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MEMORIAL MEETING FOR 
DOROTHY BEECHER BAKER 

On Saturday evening, February 20, 
about three hWldred friends of Doro~ 
thy Beecher Baker gathered in 
Foundation Hall at the Ma:illriqu'l
Adhkar in Wilmette to pay tribute 
to the life and Baha'1 service of this 
devoted champion of the Faith of 
Baha'u'lLih. Acting upon the instruc
tions of the Guardian, the National 
Spiritual Assembly had arranged all 
details of the meeting. Flowers, (for
sythia, white gl<;ldiolas, stock, yellow 
and white carnations) stood in tall 
arrangements on either side of the 
central platform and brightened the 
speaker's table. The program at the 
right was followed: 

Music stilled the murmur of the 
gathering and at its close :1'lr. Paul 
Haney, chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United 
States, opened the memorial with 
words of appreciation for the life of 
one "so greatly gifted for service 
to God." The Guardian's cable was 
read: 

"Hearts grieved (at) lamentable, 
untimely passing (of) Dorothy Bak
er, distinguished Hand (of the) 
Cause, eloquent exponent its teach
ings, inde.fatigable supporter its in
stitutions, valiant defender its pre
cepts. (Her) long record (of) out
standing service (has) enriched 
(the) annals (of the) concluding 
years (of the) Heroic (and the) open
ing epoch (of the) Formative Age (of 
the) Bahati Dispensation. Fervently 
praying (for the) progress (of her) 
soul (in the) Abha Kingdom. 

l'Assure relatives profound loving 
sympathy. (Her) noble spirit (is) 
reaping bountiful reward. 

"Advise hold memorial gathering 
(in the) Temple befitting her rank 
(and) imperishable services ... " 

-SHOGHI 

After readings from the Sacred 
Writings, Mr. Haney presented some 
of the messages which had been re
ceived. From all over the world, re
action to the passing of Dorothy 
Baker's beloved spirit had been 
swift. Perhaps as much as anything 
else, these hundreds of tributes pic
ture the range and depth of a lile 
of service, dedicated to the Cause 
of. Bah~'~'ll;ah. Only part of the com
munications could be read.; Excerpts 
follow: 

MEMORIAL PROGRAM 

1. Musjc: (.1. S. Bach, Suite No.2 
in B Minor) Recording. 

2. Reading: Guardian's Cable (text 
in Baha't NeIDs,-February, 1954, 
page 1) by Mr. Paul Haney, 
chairman for the program. 

3. Reading: "All praise be to 
Thee, 0 Lord, my God!" (Pray
ers and Meditations, 214~215) by . 

Mr. IJoyd Gardner, represent- ;.'1'1' 

ing the Canadian National As
semblY, 

4. Reading: "Light and GlorY, I 
greetin g and praise be upon the I 
hands of His Cause." (Tablet I 
of the World) by Col. Arturo 
Cuellar, representing the Latin I 
American believers. 

5. Reading: "Glory be to Thee, 0 
King of Eternity." (Prayers 
and Meditations, 47) by Mrs. 
Louise Matthias, Dorothy Bak
er's daughter. 

6. Reading: "Lauded be Thy 
Name, 0 my- God," (Prayers 
and Jlfeditations, 59) by Mr. H. 
Borrah Kavelin. 

7. Remarks by Chairman and 
reading of excerpts from mes
sages from friends in many 
lands. 

8. Dorothy Beecher Baker's Serv
ice to Race Unity and College 
Teaching, recounted by Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot. 

9. Reading: 
"0 Son of Mant Veiled in My 

immemorial being; 
"0 Son of Being! Thy Paradise 

is My Love; 
"0 Son of Man! Thou art My 

dominion." (Hidden Words) 
"F rom the sweet-scented 

streams of Thine eternity 
... " (Prayers and Medita~ 
lions, 258-2,59) by Mr. Charles 
Wolcott. 

10. Dorothy Beecher Baker's Activ~ 
ities in Latin America, recount~ 
ed by Mr. Edwin Mattoon. 

11. Reading: "Know thou that the 
soul of man .. " (Gleanings, 
from the Writings of BaM
'u'lwh., 153-154) 
"Know thou of a truth. . 
(Gleanings from the Writings 
of Bahci'u'!ldh, 155-1561. 
by Miss Elisabeth Cheney. 

12. Dorothy Beecher Baker's activi
ties in Europe, recounted by 
Miss Edna True. 

13, Dorothy Beecher Baker's In
tercontinental Mission, re
counted by Mr. Barace Holley, 
Hand of the Cause. 

14. Reading: "Know thou, ot a 
truth ... " (Gleanings from the 
Writings of Bahd'u'Uah, 161) 
"Glory be to Thee, 0 Lord my 
God!" (Baha'i PralleT'S, 117) by 
Mrs. Margery McCormick. 

15. Music: (L. v. Beethoven, Sonata 
in C minor, second movement) 

<' Recording. 

MARCH, 1954 

From Hands of the Cause 
.Mr. Leroy loas: 

"The- Holy Land was encased in 
gloom when word came of the sud~ 
den and unexpected dea th of Doro
thy Baker. The beloved Guardian 
would not accept the thought at first 
feeling there must be some mistak~ 
in the information. 

HAt the beginning of the great 
Global Crusade, it is a loss to all 
the Baha'is that one of its outstand
ing and most effective teachers 
should so suddenly and dramatically 
be removed from the field of active 
service on this plane. No doubt the 
work in the Realms beyond is 'such 
that her dynamic spirit was neces
sary. Surely her spirit will aid and 
assist those of us here still strug
gling for the victory of the Faith 
over the forces of darkness." 

Dr. Hermann Grossmann: 
" ... I strongly felt, .. a near

ness in spirit, as rarely in life ... 
her passing came to me as a charm~ 
ing certainty that life has no end 
and that those who arise to serve 
will always continue serving ana fill 
up the ranks, no matter in Which 
world His unknowable Will wishes 
them to stand." 
Dr. Adelbert MuhlscbIegel: 

" ... the self had been sacrificed a 
long time ago." 

Mr. 'AU-Akbar Furutan: 

" ... This great and wonderful soul 
did not hesitate a single moment to 
serve our beloved Cause, but had con~ 
secrated herself and all her life for 
this sa ered end." 

Mrs. Corinne True: 
" .. , Our Blessed Master assured 

us that if we work valiantly for the 
Cause while in the body. it is as 
nothing compared with the work we 
will do after leaving the body." 

Mr. Horace Holley: 
"Dorothy Beecher Baker's public 

and administrative Baha'i activities 
came to fruition during the period 
when the forces of the American 
Baha'i community were being sum
moned to undertake great teaching 
missions. She was carried to the 
heights of intercontinental Baha'i 
achievement by the impetus of the 
Master's Divine Plan released 
through the Guardian, and she 
poured forth with superb energy and 
brilliance her W)ique contribution to 
the Seven Year Plan .and the World 
Crusade. Combining in rare balance 
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the gilts 01 teaching and of admin
istrative direction, Dorothy's depar
ture shows us all the higher stand
ard by which we can and must 
serve. Because so illumined a being 
was brought down by the arrow of 
death, she quickens in us a new 
sense of how closely the immortal 
and the mortal worlds are joined in 
the state of faith.~' 

Messages were also received from 
General Shu'a'u'llAh cAhi'i, Mr. Musa 
Bamini, Mrs. Clara Dunn, Mr. Dhi
kru'llah Khadem, Mr, JalaJ. Khazeh, 
George Townshend, and :Mr. Val1yu
'lJa.h Varqa, Hands of the Cause. 

From National Spiritual Assemblies 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha. 'is of Canada: 

" ... As a loving and understand
ing teacher she has inspired some of 
us to ever greater devotion to our 
Faith, That she was appointed to the 
station of a Hand of the Cause of 
God shows that she had WOn the 
approval of our Guardian, the most 
precious bOlmty to be won in this 
world. tt 

National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha.'is of Central America: 

" ... Terrible blow imposes obli
gation redouble efforts recompense 
loss Faith. Special devotions Febru
ary nineteenth whole territory where 
this great soul now passed Abha 
Kingdom rendered so worthy 
service." 
NatJonal Spiritual Assembly of the 
Bah..3.'is of South America.: 

u •.• Through her tireless efforts, 
guidance, encouragement and advice 
she aided the growth· and develop
ment of the Faith in South America 
and will be forever remembered." 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha.'is of the British Isles: 

H We comfort ourselves by 
the thought that her services from 
the Abha Kingdom will be even 
greater than her services on earth, 
and that maybe she was called there 
because the world of space and time 
was too limiting for her spirit to 
produce its full effect." 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Bahi'is of Egypt aDd Sudan: 

" . . . we are happily cognizant 
of the fact that she has now joined 
the Supreme Concourse having weB 
done her spiritual mission in this 
physical world." 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of IDdia~ Pakistan aDd Burma: 

" ... India ever proud her pre~ 
cious presence two months teaching, 

• Akka.. Israel - the two. windows at the top right of the prison building are those 
of Baha.'u'Uah's cell. 

kindling new fire majority commu~ 
nity. Expect reap rich harvest her 
devoted services." 

Messages were also received from 
the National Spiritual Assemblies of 
Australia and New Zealand, Ger
many and Austria, ~Iran, 'Iraq and 
Italy and Switzerland, as well as 
from more than 75 Local Spiritual 
Assemblies situated in some 30 coun-" 
tries. Up to the evening of the mem
orial meeting, more than 70 individ
uals had written letters of sympa
thy and understanding to the Nation
al Assembly. letters which bore post
marks from the five continents. 

Race Unity and College Teaching 
The chairman then presented. Miss 

Charlotte Linfoot, who spoke of 
Dorothy Baker's services in the 
cause of Race Unity. As chairman 
of the Race Unity Committee from 
1941 to 1944, when she was also a 
member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the Unit
ed States and Canada, Mrs. Baker 
not only worked on planning the 
campaign to intensify the Baha'i 
Community's efforts toward trans
lating race amity into active promo
tion of race unity, but she also took 
an" actiy~ part in the execution of 
those plans, Speaking throughout the 
arena of the South, she waS" quick to 

see that the group best able to in
duce change was the youth. She was 
instrumental, therefore, in establish. 
ing the College Speakers Bureau. 
During these four years, through this 
bureau's work, she spoke to more 
than 60,000 students in 54 colleges 
and schools in 20 states. Her recogni
tion of the need for an adequate text 
on the subject of race led to the 
preparation of Race and Man~ a 
carefully documented study which 
has been widely distributed, In all 
of her work for race unity, Mrs. Bak
er exemplified the words of 'Abdu'l
BaM, "God does not behold the dif
ferences of hue and complexion. He 
looks a t the hearts. 1, 

Activities in Latin America 
The chairman next introduced Mr. 

Edwin Mattoon, who served "on the 
Inter-America Committee during the 
nine years that Dorothy Baker Was 
a member. She often said, Mr. Mat
toon recalled, "My heart is in Latin 
America." Throughout Latin Amer
ica, people responded, calling her, 
"Sumamente sympatica y muy 
querida: Full of grace (or" under-
5t anding) and much beloved," their 
way of characterizing Dorothy 
Beecher Baker's love and tender 
concern for all. During this nine 
yea" period, 1937-1946, Mrs, Baker 

] 
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made six historic journeys through 
Central and South America, With 
Horace Holley, she assisted at the 
formation of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Central 
America. In 1952, as a Hand of the 
Cause, she made her last journey 
to South America, both for teaching 
and as a representative of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States. Wherever she went t 

she was almost inevitably cast in 
the role of problem-solver. She not 
only led people to Baha'u'llilh, but 
also helped them to meet and solve 
their problems' in His way. 
Activities in Europe 

Introducing Miss Edna True, 
chairman of the European Teaching 
Committee, who gave an evaluation 
of Dorothy Baker's service in Eu
rope, Mr. Haney observed that Dor
othy Baker made her pilgrimage to 
Haifa before the First Intercontinen
tal Conference in Kampala. Twice 
before, he pointed out, she had post- ., 
poned this cherished privilege at the 
Guardian's request, in order to de
vote the time and funds to the serv
ice of Baha'u'lhih. Thus, early· in 
1948, she had again put off her pil
grimage in order to undertake a 
teaching mission throughout "spir~ 
itually famished" Europe. 

What most characterized Dorothy 
Baker's work, Miss True said, was 
indefatigable effort in all that she 
did for the Faith, Completely fear
less, with a total indifference to all 
surrounding physic a1 conditions, she 
directed her eager desire to help 
toward the people 01 Europe. Her 
mission took her from Norway, 
through Sweden, Denmark, Holland, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, Switzerland, 
Italy and Spain, to Portugal. where 
her daughter was ser:ving as a pio
neer. Through the comfort and re
assurance she brought the pioneers 
in their isolated posts, through her 
fireside and public teaching, she 
gave assistance which was vital at 
the time and which contributed im
measurably to the growth of the 
Faith in Europe. In 1951 she again 
visited the new communities In 
Spain and Portugal. On her way 
back to the United States from Kam
pala, she stopped in Italy, Spain 
and Portugal, and on the trip which 
took her to the Third Intercontinen
tal Teaching Conference in Stock
holm, Sweden, her teaching efforts 
carried her through Norway, Swe
den and Finland, 

Closing her remarks, Miss True 
said, "How in keeping with the 

largeness of her spirit, her tireless, 
selfless devotion to the Cause, that 
Dorothy should have ascended to the 
Abha Kingdom in the full tide of her 
service, still in the field of action 
and, as the Guardian said of another 
pioneer, 'attired in full battle 
dress.' " 
Intercontinental Mission 

In the cable in which he first 
named the Hands of the Cause, the 
Guardian instructed them to attend 
th.e Intercontinental Conferences 
which, among the outstanding events 
of the Holy Year, were to reveal 
the outline and some of the world
wide implications of the Ten Year 
Crusade. Dorothy Baker and Horace 
Holley were among those who at
tended all four of the Intercontinental 
Conferences. For sixteen years Dor
othy Baker had served on the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, Mr. Hol
ley shared those years, Mr. Haney 
said, in introducing him. It was fit
ting, therefore, that he present the 
dosing remarks, centering around 
Dorothy Beecher Baker·s Intercon
tinental Mission. 

"In 1937," Mr. Holley said, HShoghi 
Effendi put 'Abdu'I·Bahil's Divine 
Plan into action. Ninety~three years 
had elapsed from the hour of the 
Bab's Declaration. The foundations 
of nations had trembled, The very 
life of man was threatened by the 
forces of ignorance and dissension. 
But the Cause was strong enough to 
make a beginning on the spiritual 
charter, the Divine Plan. This paved 
the way for the great Spiritual Cru
sade on which we are now em
barked, 

"The Divine Plan is the embodi
ment of the spiritual powers 
Bah:i'u'llah has released for the re
demption of the world. When such 
forces are released, little birds with 
little wings fly close to the ground, 
The great eagles soar into the upper 
atmosphere. , . carried forward by 
the very strength of those forces 
from which others shrink. 

"Dorothy Beecher Baker had the 
power to respond to the force of the 
Tablets of the Divine Plan. It was 
a flame that enkindled, a task which 
challenged her and galvanized her' 
forces. " 

Speaking of her service on the N a
tional Spiritual Assembly, Mr. Hol
ley said that she brought anew pat
tern of action, a pattern which, in 
her, was a rare balance between 
that inspiration which drives the in
dividual to heights of achievement 
and the deliberation which I in COn~ 
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sultation \·,rith others On matters of 
general concern, is needed to co
ordinate individual brilliance with 
the common good. She was always 
an exponent of action, In others, 
she rekindled ardor for administra
tive service and then reHnquished 
the task to go on to something else. 
She did not cling to anything which 
had turned to power in her grasp. 
She was not tempted by that glamor 
which seems so attractive to a dif
ferent type of soul. 

Dorothy Baker seemed born for 
just that type of dramatic event as 
the Intercontinental Conference:. not 
a mere drama, but One requiring 
work and sacrifice. In America she 
was an American, and a Latin Amer~ 
ican, an Indian, a European when 
she was in those lands. She respond
ed to people in terms of their ex
perience and did not impose hers 
upon them, She thus taught some
thing of the inner purpose of Shoghi 
Effendi, .who has given us a new 
pattern of social achievement in 
these Conferences. 

Dorothy Baker was chairman of 
the Intercontinental Committee for 
the Wilmette Conference, At New 
Delhi she served as speaker for 
radio and public meetings, lectured 
at schools and responded untiringly 
to the opportunities which the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of India, 
Pakistan and Burma unfolded for 
her, At the Guardian's bidding, she 
traveled through northern India and 
Pakistan, visiting schools and uni~ 
versities, extending her stay twice 
at his request. The last meeting, her 
last public talk, was in Karachi, 
Pakistan. It made a profound im
pression on all who heard it. 

Mr, Holley qUickly traced the last 
moments of Dorothy's stay. She went 
to Rome, intending to continue to 
Paris and New York and to' go from 
there to the Windward Islands and 
a pioneer post with her· husband 
Frank Baker who, having stood be
hind her through the years of serv
ice, was now to share, in continuing 
companionship, the work for the 
Faith, Mr, Holley ended, saying: 

"But swifter than any airplane, 
the hands of destiny reached out and 
seized her spirit and raised it to the 
Kingdom of eternity. 

"Dorothy Baker made the world 
stop a moment, ponder the mystery 
of life and death and perhaps for the 
first time, hear of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah. She couldn't even die 
without being one of the most elo
quent teachers who ever lived r" 
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Ba.M'u'nah's prison cell at 'Akka. 

CONVENTION NOTICE 
The National Convention will be 

held in Temple Foundation Hall, Wil
mette, on April 29-30, May 1-2, 1954. 

Delegates and Baha'i visitors are 
urged to make arrangements in ad
vance for hotel or room accommoda
tions, 

Believers w!shing hotel rooms aTe 
to make their own arrangements. 
Recommended hotels in the Temple 
area: Evanshire Hotel, Evanston 
Hotel, Georgian Hotel, and North 
Shore Hotel, Evanston. (see page 10 
for details). All Baha'is welcome. 

Those wishing a room in a private 
home are to write to l\.1rs. Mineola 
Hannen, stating clearly what type of 
accommodation they prefer. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSCI'dBLY 
. (see announcement on page 10) 

RECOGNITION OF HOLY DAYS 
Mrs. Janet Brunckhurst has re

ceived permission from the prin
cipal of Parsons School, Castro Val
ley. California to have her children 
excused from school attendance on 
the Baha'i Holy Days. This permis
sion followed a period of detailed 
questioning about the Faith. 

-N AnON AL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

MARRIAGE SERVICES 
IN FOUNDATION HAll 

The National Assembly announces 
receipt of a letter written on behal! 
of the Guardian by his Secretary 

permitting the use of Temple Foun
dation Hall for Baha'i marriage 
services until such time as a I:Ia
~iratu'l-Quds is constructed with fa
cilities for this and similar purposes. 

Those who wish to have the use 
of Foundation Hall for this purpose 
are to write the National Assembly 
for further information. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

CORRECTIONS IN CABLES 
FROM THE GUARDIAN 

The cablegram sent by the Guard
i~n on November 11, 1953, and pub
lished on page one of BAHA'i NEWS 
for December, 1953, is to be correct
ed as follows: 

The first sentence in paragraph 
two, reading, "(The) seventy virgin 
area s, brought wi thin the orbit 
.. " etc., should read: !'(The) sev

enty-two virgin areas .... " etc. 
The text of the cablegram received 

from the Guardian dated December 
16, 1953, published in the January, 
1954, issue of BAHA'i NEWS, is to be 
corrected as follows: 

Par. l. line 11, to read: "Turkey, 
who demonstrated (in) varying 
. . . " Line 13, to read: "thirty 
years (their) faithlessness (to) ... " 

Par. 2, line 6, to read: "ceaseless 
vitriolic attacks re-" Line 7, to read: 
"corded (in) voluminous writings 
(and) ..... 

Par. 3, line 3, to read: "ous among 
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(the) kinsmen (and the) ..... 
Par. 4, line 2 to read: "membered 

(for his) pride, obstinacy ... " 
Par. 5, line 5, to read: "futility (of 

their) opposition (the) ... It Line 
6, to read: Hmeasure (of their) own 
loss (and the) ... tt 

-NATIONAL SPllUTUAL ASSEMBLY 

FIFTH PIONEER REPORT 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

the Baha'is of the United States is 
happy to announce the arrival of the 
following pioneers at their posts un
der the World Crusade. 
ARRIVALS IN VmCIN AREAs 

Mr. Matthew Bullock arrived in 
the Dutch West Indies November 20, 
1953. 

Mr. Stanley Bolton, Jr. arrived in 
Tonga Islands January 25, 1954. 

Dr. Bernard Guhrke arrived in Ko~ 
diak Island February 1. 

Mr. John Leonard arrived in the 
Falkland Islands February 10. 
AruuvALS IN CONSOLIDATION AREAs 

Mr. Philip Marangella arrived in 
Japan in October, 1953. 

Jl.irs. Barbara Sims is in Japan. 
.1fiss Arden Thur arrived in Hong 

Kong in November. 
Mr. Fred Schechter arrived in 

Ethiopia November 7. 
Mr. and Mrs. E. Lowell Johnson 

arrived in South .A..frica November 
27. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Miller with 
their three children arrived in South 
Africa December 4. 

Dr. and Mrs. M. J. Anderson and 
children arrived in Hawaii January 
14, 1954. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Kubala and 
children arrived in Hawaii January 
14. 

:Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Berest arrived 
in Panama January 14. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald M. Barrett 
arrived in Puerto Rico January 29. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BURMA 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

the Baha'is of India, Pakistim and 
Burma reports the arrival of the fol
lowing pioneers at their posts: 

::M"rs. Gulnar Aftabi, Miss Bahiva 
Rowhani and Mr. Kaikhosrov Dah
moubedi arrived in Diu December 
24, 1953. 

Mr. A. Rahman has arrived in 
Chagos Archipelago. 

Mr. Enayat Sohaili has settled in 
Limbe, Nyasaland. (consolidation) 
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WORLD CRUSADE REPORT 
This is an effort to bring together in one report all the available information about pioneer settlement of virgin 

areas from the beginning of the World Crusade to February 15, 1954. 
The report cannot claim to be wholly complete and accurate, since it has been compiled from material received 

from other National Assemblies as well as from pioneers who have gone to. territories assigned to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United States. Nevertheless, the record is impressive news for the believers in all lands, 
a testimony to the energy of all Crusade Committees and abiding proof of the triumph of the pioneer spirit among 
the Baha'i communities of East and West. 

What cannot be included are the obstacles of many kinds which have so far made it impossible to obtain entry 
into a number of goa] areas. There are walls to be demolished - walls of prejudice, whether religious or economic 
or political - before the Baha'i assertion of the Faith of God can be fully exemplified in action. 

For what has been accomplished, praise and gratitude. For what remains to be done. determination and unrelax. 
ing effort. -NATIONAL SPIlUTUAL ASSEMBLY 

Italian Somaliland 
Ruanda-Urundi 

Ruanda-Urundi 
Kodiak Island 
South Rhodesia 
Daman 

Franklin 

Goa 
Goa 

Kodiak Island 
Key West 

Pondicherry 
French Somaliland 
Pondicherry 
Sikkim 
Greece 
Greece 

Greece 
Aleutian Islands 

Balearic Islands 
Cyprus 
Keewatin 
Queen Charlotte 

Islands 
Liechtenstein 
Faroe Islands 
Lofoten Islands 
Lofoten Islands 
Karikal 
Karikal 
Channel Islands 

Grand Manan Island 

Channel Islands 
Orkney Islands 

Monaco 
Greece 

VIRGIN GOAL AREAS 
PIONEERS DATE SE'ITLED GOAL TCRRITORIES 

Mr. Sohail Samandari 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Rex Collison 
Mr. Dunduzu Chisizwa 
Mr_ Jack Huffman 
Mr. Izzatu'Uah Zahrai 
Mr_ Ghulam 'Ali 
Kurlawala 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Jameson Bond 
Miss Roshan Aftabi 
Mrs. Feroze Gushtasp 
Yaganegi 
Mrs. Rose Perkal 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Crane 
Mr. Saeed Nahvi 

1953 

* 

June 21 

• 
July 1 

July 1 
July 8 

Madeira 

Madeira 
Magdalen Islands 
Cyprus 

Yukon 

Frisian Islands 

Key West 
Northern Territories 
Protectorate 
(Gold Coast) 

Mr. Fred Schecbter 
Mr. Shyam Bihari Lal 
Mr. U day N a rain Singh 
Mr. Amin Banimi 
Mrs. Sheila Banani 

July 20 
July 21 

August 2 
August 4 
August 4 
August 6 

I Baranof Island 

and child September 25 
Mr. 'Abbas Rafsandjani • 
Mr. and Mrs. Jenabe E. 
Caldwell and children August 10 
Miss Virginia Orbison August 11 
Mr. 'Abbas Vakil August 19 
Mr. Dick Stanton • i 
Miss Edythe MacArthur • 
Mr. Hushmand Manuchlhri '* 
Mr. Eskil Ljungberg August 28 
Mrs. Mildred Clark August 28 
Mrs. Loyce Lawrence August 28 
Mrs. SaUsa Kirmani August 30 
Mrs. Shirin Nurani August 30 
Mr. Zia'u'llith 
Asgarzadeh 
Mrs. Doris 

September 1 

Richardson 
Miss Evelyn Baxter 
Mr. Charles 

September 2 I 

Septem ber 5 I 

Dunning September 9 
Mrs. Nellie French September 12 
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight 
Allen and child ,September 15 

I 

Madeira 
Madeira 
Morocco, 
International Zone 
Morocco, 
International Zone 
Frisian Islands 

Crete 
International Zone 

Malta 
French Equatorial 
Mrica 
Margarita Island 
Azores 

Hebrides Islands 
South Rhodesia 
British Honduras 
South West Africa 
Cape Breton Island 
Cape Breton Island 
Leeward Islands 

* no date given 

PIONEERS 

Mrs. Cora Oliver 
Brigitte 
Hasselblatt 

DATE S>:rI'Lm 
1953 

September 111 

September 11 
Mr. and Mrs. Xavier 
Rodrigues September It 
Miss Eliza beth 
Hopper September 2D 
Mrs. Ada Schott September 20 
Miss Kay Weston September 22 
Mr. Hugh McKinley 
and mother September 22 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Ted R. Anderson September 23 
Miss Elsa Maria 
Grossmann 
Mr. H. J. Snider 

September 24 
September 25 

Mr. Julius 
Edwards September 2SI 

Mrs. Helen M. 
Robinson 
Mrs. Ella Duffield 
Mrs. Sara Kenny 
Mr. Manoutchehr 
Hezari 

September 29 
September 30 
September 30 

September 30 
Mr. Hormoz 
Zendeh September 30 
Mrs. Ursula von 
Brunn and daughter 
Mr. Rolf Haug 
Mr. Mul:;lammad-~Ali 
, Jalali 
Miss Una Tovmshend 
Mr. Max Kenyerezi 

Miss Katherine Meyer 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Nolen and family 
Geraldine Craney 
Miss Clare Gung 
Mrs. Shirley Warde 
Mr. Ted Cardell 
Mr. Irving Geary 
Mrs. Grace Geary 
Mr. Earle Render 

October 6 
October 6 

October 6 
October 6 
October II 

October 7 

October 8 
October 9 

• 
• 

October 11 
October 11 
October 23 

• 
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Cape Breton Island 

Basutoland 

Rio de Oro 
Andorra 
Canary Islands 

Cook Islands 
Dutch Guiana 

British Cameroons 
Spanish Sahara 

Spanish :Morocco 

Bahama Islands 

British Guiana 
Windward Islands 
Windward Islands 

Leeward Islands 

New Hebrides 
Miquelon and 
St. Pierre Islands 
Canary Islands 

French Guiana 

Chiloe Island 
!I.·1~he 

Frisian Islands 

Macao 
Sicily 
Morocco 
International Zone 
Morocco 
International Zone 
Morocco 
International Zone 
Morocco 
International Zone 
Spanish Morocco 

Spanish Morocco 

Spanish Morocco 
Sicily 

Sardinia 
Society Islands 
Society Islands 
Reunion Island 
San Marino 

French West Africa 

PIONEERS DATES= 
1953 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Allen and family 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick Laws 
Mr. Amin Batt 
Mr. William Danj on 
Miss Gertrude 
Eisenberg 
Mrs. Edith Danielson 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
J. Wolff 
Mr. Enoch Olinga 
Mr. Mu1).ammad 
Moslfa 
Mr. and Mrs. Fawzi 
Zeinolabedin and 
family 
Mr. and Mrs.Gerald 
Curwin and da ugh ter 
Mr. Malcolm King 
Mrs. Esther Jl.L Evans 
NIrs. Lillian 
Middlemast 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben 
Weeden 
Mrs. Bertha Dobbins 
Mrs.Ola Pawlowska 

Mr. and IVlrs. George 
True and son 
Mr. Eberhard 
Friedland 
Zunilda Palacios 
Mr. Lionel J. Peraji 
Miss Gertrud 
Ankersmit 
Mrs. Frances Heller 
Mrs. Emma Rice 
Miss Elsie Austin 

October 12 

October 13 · ' 
October 13 

October 13 
October 14 

October 14 
October 15 

October 15 

October 15 

October 16 
October 16 
October 16 

October 16 

October 16 
October 17 
October 17 

October 18 

October 18 
October 18 
October 20 

October 21 
October 21 
October 22 I 

October 23 I 

GOAL TERRITORIES 

Diu Island 
Juan Fernandez 

Islands 
Seychelles Islands 
Mauritius Island 
Caroline Islands 

Dutch West Indies 

Tuamotu Archipelago 

Andaman Islands 
Macao 

Diu Island 
Diu Island 

Diu Island 

Nicobar Islands 
Balearic Islands 

South Rhodesia 

Cape Verde Islands 

Balearic Islands 
Rhodes 
Samoa Islands 
Samoa Islands 
Baha rna Islands 

Tonga Islands 

Chagos Archipelago 
Kodiak Island 
Falkland Islands 

PIONEERS 

Mr. Himatlal Bhatt 
Mr. and Mrs. 
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DATESErn.m 
1953 

Salvador Torma 
Mr. 'AbbiLs Kamil 
Miss Ottilie Rhein 
Miss Virginia 
Breaks 

November 7 
NovemberS 

November 10 

Mr. Matthew 
Bullock 
Miss Margaret 
Rowling 
Dr. K. M. Fozdar 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Scherer 
Mrs. Gu:nar Aftabi 
Miss Bahiva 
Rowhani 
Mr. K ai khosrov 
Dahmoubedi 
Mr. Minoa Fozdar 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Jean Deleuran 
and daughter 

Mr. and Mrs. 

November 16 

November 20 

• 
November 24 

December 9 
December 24 

December 24 

Decembor24 
December 26 

December 30 

1954 

W. Kenneth Christian 
and son January 1 
1\'1r. and Mrs. 
Howard Menking January 4. 
Mr. Charles Ioas January 7 
Miss Eliza beth Bevan January 8 
Mr. Emmanuel Rock • 
Miss Lillian Wyss January 14 
Mr. and Mrs. 
A. F. Matthisen and 
Miss Mary Jane 
Matthisen 
Mr. Stanley 
Bolton, Jr. 
Mr. A. Rahman 
Dr. E'ernard Guhrke 
Mr. John Leonard 

January 15 

January 25 
* 

February 1 
February 10 

Mr. and Mrs. Hossein 
Ardekaneh and child 
Shayesteh Rafii 
Mr. 'Ali-Akbar Rafii 
Mr. 'Abbas Rafii 

: I 
• I CONSOLIDATION GOAL AREAS 
• 

Mrs. Louella McKay 
and son October 24 
Mr. and Mrs. 
.Tohn A. Fleming October 24 
Miss Alice S. Jenssen October 24 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanley Bagley 
and family October 27 
Miss Marie Ciocca October 28 
Miss Glad Parke October 29 
Miss Gretta LampriU October 29 
Dr. Ooal Jensen November 1 
Mrs. Tabandeh 
Payman 
Mr. La bib 'Aziz 
Esphahani 

November 4 

November 5 

Madagascar 
Libya 
South Africa 

Costa Rica 

Libya 

Libya 

South Africa 

'* no date given 

1953 
Mrs. Meherangiz Munsiff * 
Mr. Muslafa Salem July 16 
IVlr. and Mrs. 
William B. Sear's and 
Michael. Sears 
:rv:r. and l\Irs. 
Frank Keith 
Miss Ella M. Bailey 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert L. Gulick, Jr. 
and child 
Mrs. Shawkat 'Ali 
Faraju'llah 
Mr. and Mrs. 

July 18 

July 19 
July 20 

July 20 

July 20 . 

Feridon Zein and 2 children 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Bishop Brown August 9 



• 

South Afri ca 

PIONEERS 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry E. Ford 

DATE SE'ITLED 

1953 
GOAL TERRrn:OUES 

Tanganyika 
August 10 Japan 

Costa Rica 
Turkey 

Mrs. Valeria Nichols 
Mr. and Mrs. 

,. I Ethiopia 
Hong Kong 
Japan 

Shawkat Kamal Atilghaner South Africa 
and family August 17 

Algeria Mr. Rooho 'llith Hawaii 
Mavadatt September 9 

Libya 11iss Rizvaniyyih Venezuela 
Iqrari September 10 

Colombia Mr. Elton M. Smith * South Africa 
Mrs. Meredith W. Smith • 

Puerto Rico Miss Margot 
.T. Miessler 
Miss Ruth Yancey 

September 16 
September 25 

Hawaii 

Angola 
Puerto Rico 
Alaska 
Libya 

Mr. Elmer Guffey September 25 
Mr. lvIoh 5 en Hawaii 
Enayat September 26 

Libya 

Alaska 

Mr. and Mrs. Ne1rnat 
'Abdu'l-Wahid and family 
Mrs. Gladys 

Hawaii 
• 

Panama 
Ste\~~art September 28 

Mackenzie 
PUerto Rico 
Puerto Rico 

Mr. Noland Boss October 7 Puerto Rico 
Miss Alice Hathorn October 14 
Miss Christine McKay October 14 Nyasaland 

BRITISH ISLES 
Africa Teaching Committee 

The British Africa Teaching Com
mittee reports that a big Teaching 
Conference held in the Teso district, 
was attended by more than 150 be
lievers. The program of the two
week-long school session consisted of 
stories of the early days of the Faith, 
dramatized lessons in administra
tion, lessons on the Teachings, and 
literacy classes. An all-African com
mittee organized the Conference 
which involved not only the scholas
tic organizing of the sessions but 
also feeding all who attended. Much 
valuable help was given by Bill and 
Marguerite Sears, American pio
neers to Johannesburg who, visiting 
Uganda, did much of the Baha'i 
teaching. 

CENTRAL AMERICA 
Special Elections 

Acceptance of pioneering posts by 
three members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of Central America made .it neces
sary to hold a special election to fill 
the vacancies caused by their de
partures. The present National Spir-

'* no date given 

itual Assembly is: Jenny Taylor 
(Costa Rica) chairman, Raquel 
Constante (Panama) vice-chairman, 
Esteban Canales (Costa Rica.) sec
retary, Artemus Lamb (Costa Rica) 
recording secretary, James Facey 
(Panama) treasurer, l\.farcia Stew
ard (Honduras), Amy McAllister 
(Panama), and Randolph Fitz-Hen
ley (Jamaica). 

National Teaching Executive 
Committee 

A National Teaching Executive 
Committee with headquarters in 
San Jose, Costa Rica, has been en
trusted with the responsibility for 
accelerating and augmenting te.ach
ing and consolidation work in the 
World Crusade efforts for fulfillment 
of Central American goals. All of 
the virgin goal areas, except the 
Marshall Islands, have been filled, 
but reserves and reenforcements are 
still needed. Pioneers from many 
lands are \ .... orking for fulfillment of 
Central America's share in the World 
Crusade and one function of this new 
committee will be to keep in con
stant touch with the pioneers and 
consolidators, help them in every 
way to get adjusted to their new en
vironment, and encourage them in 
their teaching efforts, 
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PIONCCRS DATE Smn..o> 
1953 

Mr. Tito Wanantsusi October 18 
Mr, Philip Marangella .. 
Mr. Fred Schechter November 7 
Miss Arden ThUT it 

Mrs. Barbara Sims • 
Mr, and Mrs. 
E. Lowell Johnson November 27 
Mrs. Nellie 
Mereness December 1 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Gordon A. Fraser December 4 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Miller 
and 3 children December 5 
Mrs. Lorol O. . 
Jackson December 11 
Mr. and Mrs. 1felvin 
Hope December 11 

1954 
Dr. and Mrs. 1'1. J. Anderson 
and children J anu ary 14 
Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Kubala 
and children January 14 
Mr. and Mrs. 
F. J. Berest January 14 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald M. Barrett January 29 
Mr. Enayat SohaUi .. 

Teaching by Correspondence 
The teaching campaign conducted 

by correspondence from Teguci
galpa, Honduras, under the direction 
of Marcia Steward, s.ecretary of the 
National Teaching Committee, has 
aroused much interest. Based on at
tractive advertisements placed in 
leading newspapers in the capital 
cities of each country, responses are 
coordinated and systematic, individ
ual instruction carried on by letter. 
The greatest initial success has tak
en place in Guatemala, where about 
35 persons, scattered throughout the 
country, have responded. 

ITALY AND SWITZERLAND 
Teaching Activities Multiply 

In addition to fireside gatherings, 
public meetings and personal teach
ing, the Faith is being presented 
through regular, open meetings in 
Basel, Bern, Geneva, Heerbrugg, St. 
Gallen and Ziiricht in Sv.itzerland. 
In addition, three new localities have 
been opened to the Faith: Winter
thur, Balsthal and Samaden, the last 
city being in the Romansch-speaking 
section of the country. 

In Italy, Naples, Milan, Genoa, 
Florence and Rome have had the 
inspiration of visits from traveling 
teachers. Rome, in particular, is a 
crossroads which has the bounty of 
receiving pilgrims on their way to 
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IndJao students attending the Ba.ha'i Cultural Institute at Chichicastenango, Guatemala, chief Indian project of the NationaJ 
Spiritual Assembly of Central America.. A story on this project appeared in the .January BAHA'I NEWS, page 5. The first Bahi.'j 

pamphlet in the Maya-Quiche tongue, spoken by these Indians, has now been published. 

and from Haifa, and pioneers on 
their way to posts in many lands. 
This fosters a sense of close relation 
to the World Center of the Faith 
which extends its influence to all 
communities. 

Memorial for Dagmar Dole 
On behalf of the Guardian, and at 

his bidding, Mr. Leroy loas, Hand 
of the Cause, visited Dagmar Dole's 
grave at Glion. during his visit to 
Switzerland with l1rs. loas. A me
morial service was held with repre
sentatives of the Italo-Swiss National 
Spiritual Assembly and the Euro
pean Teaching Committee present. 

JAPAN 
New T ran,lation of 

"Bah"'u'lI&h and the New &a" 
After preparatory work which in

cluded compilation of a glossary of 
basic Baha'i terms in Japanese, the 
Translation Committee of the Tokyo 
Local Spiritual Assembly has at last 
started the actual revision of the old 
edition of Bahri.'u'Uci.h and the New 
Era. A large supply of Japanese
language "New Eras" is urgently 
needed for the current teaching ef
fort. The first Japanese edition, 
printed in 1932, contains some er
rors, lacks an up-to.date treatment 
of the Administrative Order, and is 
written in a style which seems un· 
necessarily difficult to the present 
younger generation. It has been de· 
cided to produce a thorough new re
vision. As the work of translation re
ViSIon moves forward, additional 
words which should be added to the 
glossary are also being neted at the 
same time so that when the uNew 
Era" revision is completed an ex
panded edition of the glossary can 
also be publishd. 

Japanese Pamphlet in BraiHe 
The new Japanese-language pam

phlet published last November has 
been transcribed in Braille and 

plates have been prepared, through 
the efforts of Mr. TorH of Kyoto, 
who is one of the oldest believers 
in Japan. A notice concerning this 
new publication, inserted in the 
Braille edition of the Osaka Main
ichi (newspaper), has already 
brought some fifteen requests for the 
pamphlet from various parts of 
Japan. 

I'Three-Levelll Teaching 
Organized teaching \vork is con

tinuing, with weekly firesides meet
ing in Amagasaki, Yokohama, and 
Tokyo. The Teaching Committee of 
the Tokyo LSA has been following 
the three-level class system of teach· 
ing for the past several months, with 
excellent results. Under this system, 
the firesides are considered as a be
ginning class, with informal discus
sion on the general basis of the 
"New Era." Those who show inter
est and understanding are then in
vited to an advanced class, which 
features a talk given each week by'" 
a different member of the Commu
nity, following an outline prepared 
by the Teaching Committee. All 
those completing the advanced class 
are invited to a weekly confirmation 
class, which covers any questions 
which may be holding individuals 
back from declaring themselves, 
and insures that each person has the 
necessary qualifications for a believ
er. By holding classes on all three 
levels simultaneously, a steady flow 
of new friends are receiving Baha'i 
instruction, and the Tokyo Commu
nity is slowly being strengthened. 

Miss Agnes Alexander, who has 
given such devoted effort to Japan 
during the past forty years, returned 
once again after attending the New 
Delhi Conference, and is now mak
ing her home in Kyoto, The Tokyo 
CommWlity has recently welcomed 
two new members by transfer from 
the United States, Mr. Phllip A. 
Marangella and Mrs. Barbara Sims. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Aid Available to Pioneers 

Mrs. Fabienne Guillon, treasurer 
of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of South America, and 
Mr. Charles Martines have a private 
school in Santiago, Chile. They have 
offered to take care of the children 
of any Baha'is who want to pioneer 
to places where it would be unsuit
able or dangerous to take their chil
dren. Pioneer parents are assured 
that the children will receive prirn
ar;y and secondary education at the 
school, will be amply fed and well
housed in a Baha'i atmosphere. The 
teachers are all English.speaking. 
The house, a spacious three·story 
building, set in gardens, with an 
orchard and a vegetable garden, has 
ample room for guests. These 
friends, unable to pioneer them
selves, have found this way to share 
in the great task of opening new ter
ritories of the globe to the Faith. 

Pioneers or prospective pioneers 
who desire further information 
should write to their own National 
Spiritual Assembly who will forward 
requests to South America. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
From Egypt has come a copy of 

an illustrated weekly, printed in 
French, entitled Images~ dated Sep
tember 5, 1953. An extensive feature 
article appears in this issue headed 
"Do You Know Baha'ism?" It sum
marizes the history and teachings 
and contains illustrations of 'Abdu'l
Baha, the I:Ia?iratu'l-Quds in Cairo.. 
.an old picture of the Temple in Wil
mette and the tomb erected in Cairo 
marking the graves of Mirza Abu'l
Fagl and Lua Getzinger. The article 
is, on the whole, positive in approach 
and will be helpful in spreading 
knowledge of the Faith among edu
cated groups in the near East. 
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Two American insurance firms 
have used an illustration of the 
House of Worship. The Saint Paul 
Letter, published by the Mercury In· 
surance Company, the St. Paul Fire 
.and Marine Insurance Company, and 
the Saint Paul·Mercury Indemnity 
Company, devotes a full page to an 
illustration of the Temple and an 
article "Insured For More Than 
Twenty Years.~' Another firm, 
Moore, Case, Lyman and Hubbard, 
Chicago, has published a promotion
al brochure featuring the Baha'i 
Temple. 

The French edition of The Stars 
and Stripes of May 12, 1953, contains 
an aerial view of the House of Wor
ship from a United Press photo. 

El AI, Israel Airlines, Ltd., has re
leased a story with photographs 
featuring a shipment of rose bushes 
for the Guardian and also for the 
Mayor of Haifa, presented by Law
rence Hautz. "The rose bushes will 
be planted in the wor1d~famous .. 
Bah<i'i gardens surrounding the now 
completed Baha'i Shrine On Mount 
Carmel, Haifa, and in the Municipal 
Gardens of Haifa City," the an
nouncement states. This story has 
also been carried in several news
papers throughout the United States. 

Believers noting references to the 
Faith in non~Baha'i publications are 
requested to send these to the N a
tional Assemhly. 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
TEACHING COMMITTEE 

Consolidation Goals 
The Alaskan friends have adopted 

a program of opening goal cities as 
a foundation for their future NSA. 
Juneau already has been opened un
der the Crusade. Their plans call 
for the settling of three of the fol
lowing by this RiQ-van: Ketchikan, 
Valdez, Seward, Nome, Kotzebue 
and Point Barrow (circumstances 
permitting). The last two are Eskimo 
villages above the Arctic Circle, and 
Point Barrow is still under some 
security restrictions. 

The Hawaiian friends are spread
ing from two islands to the other 
major islands of their group. Pio· 
neers to Rilo have already opened 
the largest island, Hawaii. Their 
plans call for the opening of the 
Kona District of Hawaii and the Is· 
land of Kauai by this Ri~vim; and 
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Japanese, 'IrinJan and AmerIcan BahA'is In front of the newly-dedicated Haziratu'l
Quds of Hyogo-ken, Ja.pan, located in AmagasaJd, between Osa.ka and Kobe. From left 
to right, standing: Mr. Ata'u'Uib Moghbel, MJss Nehzat Momtazi, Mr. Mlehltoshi 
Zenlmoto, 3fr. 'Abbas Ka.tirai with son, Mrs. Rldriniyylh Katira! and Mr. Jahangtr 
Momtazi. Seated: Mrs. Mahin Moghbel and son Zalar, Mrs. Ito TorU, Mr. Tokujlro 
'l'oril, :MIss Agnes Alexander, Mr. Nouredln Momtazl, and Mrs. Bebjat Momtazi. In 

front: 'Abba.s Momtazl and l\laster KIUrai. 

the Islands of Molokai and Lanai 
by October, 19M. 

The Puerto Rican friends have al· 
ready settled Arecibo, which with 
Ponce constitute their primary goals. 
Their secondary goals are Aguadilla 
and Mayaguez. 

CONVENTION 
ARRANGEMENTS 

The Convention Arrangements 
Committee wishes to share the fol
lowing information in order that or
ganizational details of the Conven~ 
tion may be efficiently arranged and 
the believers derive the greatest pos
sible benefit from this annual na
tional event. 

The believers are requested not to 
bring to the Convention any non
Baha'is, no matter how close to the 
Faith they may be. Non-Baha'is will 
not be admitted to the Convention 
sessions, so please do not put your 
friends to the embarrassment of be
ing refused admittance. The Feast 
of Ri~van and the Public Meeting 
are the only occasions when non
Baha'is will be admitted. Your com
pli~nce with this regulation will be 
greatly appreciated. 

For those Baha'i friends arriving 
early, there will be a reception in 
Foundation Han, Wednesday eve
ning, April 28, at 8:00 P.M. 

Believers are urged to act prompt
lyon their hotel reservations, which 
are to be made direct. Hotels avail. 
able in Evanston, Illinois, where all 
Baha'is are welcome, are as follows: 

The Evanshire Hotel, 
860 Hinman Ave. 
Single $5, Double with twin beds 

$7.50 

The Evanston Hotel, 840 Forest Ave. 
Single $4, Double $6, Twin Beds $7 

The Georgian Hotel, 422 Davis Street 
Single $5.50 to $11, Double $9 to $11 

The North Shore Hotel, 
1611 Chicago Ave. 
Single $5 and $5.50, Double $7 
A deposit must accompany any ho

tel reservations. 
Housing Committee: 

Mrs. Mineola Hannen 
1938 Harrison Street 
Glenview, Illinois 
Phone: Glenview 4-3206 
Mrs. Edna Coleman 
1227 Leon Place 
Evanston, Illinois 
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AMERICAN NATIONAL' 
TEACHING COMMITTEE 

The American National Teaching 
Committee calls the attention of the 
entire body of American believers 
to the opportunities for pioneering 
which still exist within the United 
States. The following is a list of 
virgin goal cities, still awaiting set· 
!lement by April 20, 1954, and where 
assemblies must be built by April, 
1963. 
CENTRAL STATES 

La Crosse, Wisconsin 
St. Cloud, Minnesota 
Iowa City, Iowa 

CENTRAL ATLANTIC STATES 

Roanoke, Virginia 
Staunton, Virginia 
Durham, North Carolina 

EAST CENTRAL STATES 

Bay City, Michigan 
Jackson, Michigan 
Canton, Ohio 
Youngstown, Ohio 
Covington, Kentucky 

GULF STATES 

l\Ieridian, Mississippi 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Galveston, Texas 

NEW ENGLAND STATF..S 

Augusta, Maine 
Lewiston, Maine 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
Brockton, Mass. 
FalI River, Mass. 
Holyoke, Mas •. 
Lowell, Mass. 
New Bedford, Mass. 
New Britain, Conn. 
Rutland, Vt. 
Cranston, R.I. 
Woonsocket, R.L 

NORTH ATLANTIC STATES 

Albany, New York 
Elmira, ~ew York 
Troy, New York 
Allentown, Pa. 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Lancaster, Pa. 
Reading, Pa. 
Wilkes barre, Pa. 
York, Pa. 
Bayonne, N.J. 
Clifton, N.J. 

NORTH C&NTRAL STATES 

Bismarck, North Dakota 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

NORTHWESTERN STATES 

Eugene, Oregon. 
Bellingham. Washington 
Olympia, Washington 
Billings, Montana 
Missoula, Montana 

, ROCKY MOUNTAIN STATES 

Sheridan, Wyoming 
SoUTH A nAN TIC STATES 

Montgomery, Alabama 
SoUTH CENTRAL STATES 

Fort Smith, Arkansas 
Emporia. Kansas 

SOUTHWESTERN STATES 

Eureka, California 
Ogden, Utah 
Besides the urgent needs of the 

virgin goals, many cities require 
only a few more members to reach 
or re-establish assembly status. The 
following assemblies have been re
ported to the American National 
Teaching Committee as fW1ctioning 
vlith a membership under nine. Stars 
indicate cities which are the only 
assemblies in their respective 
states! 
CENTRAL STATES AREA 

Vlhitefish Bay, \Visconsin 
Duluth, Minn. 
Elmhurst, Ill. 
Maywood, Ill. 
Waukegan, Ill. 

CEXTRAL A T'LANTIC STATES 

Prince George's County, Maryland 
Charleston, West Virginia* 
Arlington, Va. 
Greensboro, North Carolina +l-

EAST CENTRAL STATES 

Lansing, Michigan 
Louisville, Ky. * 
East Cleveland, Ohio 

GULF STATES 

Dallas, Texas 
New Orleans, La.* 

NEW ENGLAND STATES 

Brattleboro, Vermont* 
NORTH ATLANTIC STATES 

Jersey City, N.J. 
Englewood, N.J. 
Geneva, N.Y. 
Waterloo, N.Y. 
Yonkers, N.Y. 

N OR'l'H CENTRAL STATES 

Fargo, N.D.+ 
Omaha. Nebraska* 

NORTHWESTERN STATES 

Butte, 1VIontana 
RocKY MOUNTAIN STATES 

El Paso County, Colorado 
(near Colo. Springs) 

Jefferson County, Colorado 
(near Denver) 

Laramie, Wyoming"" 
SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES 

North Augusta, South Carolina* 
SOUTHWES'I'CRN STATES 

Burlingame, (North. Calif.) 
Millbrae, (North. Calif.) 
Alhambra JudicialDistrict (South. 

Calif.) 
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Glendale Judicial District (South. 
Calif. ) 

South Bay Judicial District (South. 
Calif.) 

Believers who can move to any of 
these assemblies to strengthen the 
membership, or 'i,l.rho are able to pio
neer in a virgin goal within the 
United States, are asked to write 
directly to: 

American National Teaching Com-
mittee 

Jesma Herbert, Secretary 
725 SQuth Alvarado Street 
Los Angeles 57, California 

YOUTH SESSION AT 
GREEN ACRE 

From August 16 to August 29, a 
Youth session will be held at Green 
Acre Baha'i School. The age range 
for participants in the session is 
fourteen to twenty-one years of age. 
Devotions, work on the grounds, or
ganized study and recreation will 
constitute the program. Courses 
planned are: "Teaching Methods and 
Pioneering," uBaha'i Community:
"Prescription for Living,n "Religion 
and Psychology, tt and "Rebirth of 
Civilization. " 

Youth rates are $20.00 a week. 
For reservations write to: 

Mrs. Irene Minutti, Manager 
Green Acre Baha'i School 
Green Acre, Eliot, Maine 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 

'World Religion Day, January 17, 
was observed widely by Baha'is, with 
public meetings. One most interest
ing aspect of this observance was 
the co-ordinated use of newspaper 
publicity, paid advertisements, radio 
announcements and talks, mailing 

~ lists of contacts and friends, post
ers, and public displays of Baha'i 
books to inform the public. A total of 
25 states have reported on publicity 
in over 100 newspapers and broad
casts over 25 radio stations. 

Highlights include the following: 
Flint, Michigan. and surrounding 

suburbs, was blanketed with 10 
newspaper articles and 5 advertise
ments. 21 free announcements were 
given over 8 radio stations; 18 
posters were placed in public build
ings and store v..indows. The Detroit 
area and six suburbs also were cov
ered, with newspaper notices of 10-
cal Ft).eetmgs. 

Salt Lake City, Utah, scheduled 
a Baha'I meeting each day for a 
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week preceding the World Religion 
Day meeting. 

The southern California commu
nities got wide-spread publicity for 
their public meetings. Two radio sta
tions co-operated by contributing air 
time. A 3-column photograph ap
peared in the Ventura newspaper. 
Farther north, Berkeley publicized 
speakers from Egypt and Africa fOT 

their World Religious Day meeting; 
Fresno and Monterey carried large 
advertisements, 

In Manui, Territory of Hawaii, pub
licity and advertisements in two 
newspapers, a mailing to contacts 
and friends, and a display in a book 
store all announced the feature of 
the World Religion Day meeting, a 
book review of "The Spell of the 
Temple." 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin newspapers 
carried a large a-column advertise
ment and articles announcing the 
talk. The next day a follow-up article 
was published. St. Louis, :Missouri, 
arranged Baha'i displays in the main 
public libraries. 

The Baha'i speaker at Springfield, 
Massachusetts, prefaced his talk 
with appearances on radio stations 
WMAS and WSPR on Sunday morn
ing. In Lima, Ohio, two Baha'is each 
gave the same talk, "The Religion of 
World Unity" on two different radio 
stations. A Baha'i in Gulfport, Miss., 
wrote and broadcast an original 
radio script. Colorado Springs broad
cast tape recordings over two radio 
stations. In Buffalo, New York, 
WEBR and WGR gave the World Re
ligion Day announcement for two 
days before the observance, and on 
Sunday afternoon WKBW broadca st 
a five minute talk in conjunction 
with World Religion Day meetings 
throughout the Niagara Frontier. 
The Niagara Falls meeting featured 
readings from the sacred books of 
5 world religions. 

Chicago and its suburbs united to 
publicize a World Religion Panel Dis· 
cussion at the Baha'i Temple in Wil-

mette. The Greater New York area 
publicized a BaM.'> talk on the one
ness of mankind and the unity of re
ligions at the New York Baha'i Cen
ter. 

The nation-'lNide observance of 
World Religion Day becomes clear 
as communities continue to report 
their activities. 

Article by Dorothy Baker 
Many friends have inquired about 

Dorothy Baker's pamphlet, Victory 
of the Spirit. This pamphlet has been 
out of stock for some time. How
ever, the original article was writ~ 
ten by Mrs. Baker for the October, 
1943, issue of W()rld Order. Copies 
of this issue are still available. 

................... $.20 each, net. 

BAHA'I WORLD, 
VOLUMES I AND YII 

REQUESTED 
The Baha'i Publishing Committee 

bas many requests for Volumes I 
and VII of Baha'i Wor!d. The supply 
of these volumes is exhausted. Any 
believers Who have an extra copy 
of either of these volumes which 
they would wish to sell, please notify: 

Baha'i Publishing Committee 
no Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

HOLY DAYS 
March 21, Feast of Naw-Ruz, be

ginning the Baha'i Year 11L 
April 21-May 2, Feast of Ri<;lvim 

(Declaration of Baha'u'llah) 
April 21, First day of Ri<;lvan 
April 29, Ninth day of Ri<;lvim 

PERIOD OF THE FAST 
:\f arch 2-20 

MAR~H. 1954 

FEASTS 
March 2-'Ala', Loftiness 
March 21-Baha, Splendor 
April 9-Jalal, Glory 
April 28-Jamal, Beauty 
NATIONAL CONVENTION 
April 29-?fay 2 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
March 26, 27, 28 
April 28 

HGlory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favrYr and 
generosity. 0 Lord Assist them in 
this Thy wor!d and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace • .. " 

-'Abdu'I-Baha 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania-Mrs. Victoria 
Dixon to Mr. Writt Richards, January 
6, 1954. 

Oak Park, Illinois-Miss Marjorie loas 
Ullrich to Mr. .John Dudley Kellberg, 
February 26, 1954. (in Foundation Hall 
at the BaMi House of Worship, Wil~ 
mette) 

Kenosha, Wisconsin - Miss Marilyn 
Louise Voelz to Mr. Floyd Vance Hea
ton, February 27, 19i4. 

UDeath proffeTeth unto every con
fident behever the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer of gladness. It confeTreth the 
gift; of everlasting life." 

-Bahn 'u'IIah 
]"1r5. Anna Lou Gates 

La Grange, Georgia 
January 29, 1954 

Miss Alice M. Button 
Richmond, Indiana 
January 31, 1954 

Mrs. Mathilda Pou~sen 
Racine, Wisconsin 
February 1, 1954 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spirituai Assembly of the Baha'Is of the United States. Copies are sent -without 
charge to Baha'is throughout the United States, and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep mem.,. 
bers of the Faith informed of international. national and local Baha'i developments. and serve as an organ for the distribution of 
messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the international Baha'i Council. and the general ailllouncements prepared by the 
American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans, news items and 'Photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from- National Assemblies of othel:' lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the tenth day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for whlch it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1953-1954: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Man
aging Editor: Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change 01. Address should be reported directly to National Bah.8.'[ Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois, U.S.A. 
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GUARDIAN APPOINTS 
HAND OF THE CAUSE 

"Announce (to) all National As
semblies elevation (of) Paul Haney 
(to) rank (of) Hand of the Cause." 

-SHOOK[ 

Haifa, Israel 
March 19, 1954 

CO~"ENTARY: N"T10HA.L. SPtlUTUAL AS.a: .... 8LY 

In this message to the Baha'i 
world the revered Guardian adds 
one more to the body of the Hands 
of the Cause, reinforcing their work 
in America, where during the past 
few months two Hands 'Of the Cause, 
Mr. Siegfried Schopflocher and Mrs. 
Dorothy Beecher Baker, have as
cended to the Kingdom. 

The Baha'i Community rejoices in 
this announcement from the World 
Center. 

-NATIONAL SPIRlTUAL AsSEMBLY 

PIONEERS INSCRIBED ON 
ROLL OF HONOR
TWENTY-FIVE GOAL AREAS 
TO BE SETTLED 

Cable from the GuaTdian 

(On) occasion Naw-RUz, marking 
opening (the) second decade (of the) 
second Baha'i century, inform Na
tional Assemblies (of the) Baha'i 
world (that the) following pionee~s 
scattered (over) twenty-one vIrgln 
areas (have been) inscribed (on 
the) Roll (of) Honor since (the) 
fourth periodic announcement. <?bl
lie Rhein Mauritius; Olga MIlls, 
Malta; Peter Lugayula, Ashanti 
(ProtectOTate); Virginia Breaks, 
Caroline (Islands); Dr. Fozdar, An
daman (Islands); Elly Becking, 
Dutch New Guinea; Andrew (and) 
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Nina Matthisen. Bahamas; Carl 
(and) Loretta Scherer, Macao; Gul
nar Altabi, Bahiyyih Rowhani, Kay
khosrow Dahmobadi, Diu (Island); 
Jean (and) Tove Deleuran, Charles 
Ioas, Balearic (Islands); Adib Bag· 
dadi, Hussayn Halabi, Hadhramaut; 
Kenneth (and) Roberta Christian, 
Eyneddin (and) Tahereh Alai, Joan 
Powis, Southern Rhodesia; Hormoz 
Zendeh, Morocco International Z~e; 
Howard (and) Joanne Menkmg, 
Cape VeTde Islands; Elizabeth Bev
an, Rhodes; Matthew Bullock, 
Dutch West Indies; Lillian Wyss, 
Samoa; Dulcie Dive, Cook (Islands); 
Stanley Bolton, Jr., Tonga (Islands); 
Gretta Jankko, Marquesas (Is
lands); Jean Sevin, Tuamotu (Ar
chipelago); Alvin (and) Gertrude 
Blum, Solomon (Islands); Bernard 
Guhrke, Kodiak (Island); John Leon
ard, Falkland (Islands); Munir Va
kil, Kurio-Muria (Islands); John 
(and) Audrey Robarts, Bechuana
land· Charles Dayton and wife, Da
vid Schreiber, Le ewa Td (Islands); 
Faiborz Roozebehyan, Gambia; Rah
mat (and) Ir.an Muhajer, Mentawei 
(Islands); Gertrud Ankersmit, Fri
sian (Islands); Shamsi Navidi, Mo
naco; Roy (and) Elena Fernie, Gil
beTt (and) E!!ice (Islands); Qudra
tullah Rowhani, Khodarahm Mojga
ni) MahtL 

Ninety-one virgin areas (have 
been) opened (to the) Faith since 
(the) launching (of the) Crusade. 
Total number (of) territories (with
in) its pale now raised (to) two hun
dred nineteen. Remaining unopened 
territories, excluding Soviet Repub
lics (and) satellites, twenty-five. 

Appeal (to) prospective pioneers 
whilst (the) opening year (of the) 
Ten Year Crusade (is) speeding (to) 
its close, (to) expedite entry (into) 
unopened areas contributing thereby 
(to the) enhancement (of the) cele
brations (of the) coming Ri4van 
rendered memorable (by the) swift, 
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magnificent victories achieved (in 
the) pioneering field, unsurpassed 
(in the) course (of the) eleven dec
ades (of) Baha'i history. 

Haifa, Israel 
March 21, 1954 

COMMENTARY: NATlONAL SPIRITU .... L Asse:MaLY 

Beloved Friends: 
The Guardian's cable was re

ceived on March 21-Naw-Ruz, the 
birth of spring. It is a proclamation 
of victory, inseparably united with 
an appeal for a supreme effort be
fore Riq.van. 

We read the names inscribed on 
the Roll of Honor, recognizing many 
of them as personal acquaintances 
and Baha'i co-workers, but we know 
that through their response to the 
call of the World Crusade they have 
become historic personages. This is 
the valid title of nobility in the 
Baha'i era: that one has arisen vol
Wltarily to accept a mission requir· 
ing a great change of circumstance 
and condition. 

Our prayers are raised that of the 
prospective pioneers, enough may 
secure their visas and permits to 
assure the settlement 01 the twenty
five rem aining goals. It is not be
cause pioneers are lacking but be· 
cause certain areas are so hedged 
about with special barriers that set· 
tlement has so far been impossible in 
many cases. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSElv:lBLY 

IMMORTAL HEROINE 
Mourn loss (of) immortal heroine, 

Marion Jack, greatlY·loved and deep
ly-admired by 'Abdu'l-Bahi!, (a) shin
ing example (to) pioneers (of) pres
ent (and) future generations (of) 
East (and) West, surpassed (in) con
stancy, dedication, self-abnegation 
(and) fearlessness by none except 
(the) incomparable Martha Root. Her 
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unremitting, highly-meritorious acti
vities (in the) course (of) almost half 
(a) century, both (in) North America 
(and) Southeast Europe, attaining 
(their) climax (in the) darkest, most 
dangerous phase (of the) second 
World War, shed imperishable lustre 
(on) contemporary Bahi!.'i history. 

(Her) triumphant soul (is) nOw 
gathered (with the) distinguished 
band (of) co-workers (in the) Abhi!. 
Kingdom; Martha Root, Lua Get
singer. May Maxwell, Hyde Dunn, 
Susan Moody, Keith Ransom-Kehler, 
Ella Bailey (and) Dorothy Baker, 
whose remains, lying (in) such wide
ly scattered areas (of the) globe as 
Honolulu, Cairo, Buenos Aires, Syd
ney, Teheran, Isfahan, Tripoli (and 
the) depths (of the) Mediterranean 
(Sea) attest (to the) magnificence (of 
the) pioneer services rendered (by 
the ) North American Baha'i com
munity (in the) Apostolic (and) For
mative Ages (of the) Bahi!.'! Dispen
sation. 

Advise arrange (in) association 
(with the) Canadian National As
sembly (and the) European Teach
ing Committee (a) befitting memorial 
gathering (in the) Mas.briqu'l
A4bkar. Moved (to) share with (the) 
United States (and) Canadian Na
tional Assemblies (the) expenses (of 
thef erection, (as) soon as circum
stances permit, (of a) worthy monu
ment (at) her grave, destined (to) 
confer eternal benediction (on a) 
country already honored (by) its 
close proximity (to the) sacred city 
associated (with the) proclamation 
(of the) Faith (of) Baba'u'llah. 

Share message all National As
semblies. 

Haifa, Israel 
March 29, 1954 

-SHOOK[ 

CO"",,,,ENTkRY- NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
The Guardian's message concern

ing Marion Jack is a glorious tribute 
to a pioneer who settled in another 
land at an earlier stage of the un
foldment of the Master's Divine Plan. 
Her radiant spirit is exalted to the 
Abha Kingdom, awaited by ·those 
blessed souls who, like her, yielded 
up their lives while teaching in the 
-foreign field, and were interred far 
from home. 

Our present pioneer projects, com
pleting the establishment of the Faith 
in all p arts of the world, while great
er in scope and more crucial in rela
tion to the conditions of society, call 
for the same intensity of devotion and 

self-sacrifice. Significant indeed that 
among those blessed souls in the 
Abda Kingdom are two Baha'is asso
ciated with the Ten Year Plan. Thus 
is witnessed the continuance of 
spiritual heroism, from the Master's 
time down to this very hour. 

All Baha'!s will hope that a suit
able monument may be erected at 
her grave at no distant date. 

Announcement of the Memorial 
Meeting in Temple Foundation Hall 
will be made when plans are formu
lated. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

WORLD CRUSADE 
Beloved BaM'! Friends: 

As we draw near to the end of the 
first year of the World Crusade, let 
us pause and reflect upon the tre
mendous achievements already 
made, and upon the greater tasks 
to be accomplished by 1963. 

Pioneer settlements already car
ried out, and those assigned to pio
neers en route or preparing to leave, 
well nigh complete the initial task 
represented by the virgin goals 
throughout the world. The final re
port cannot be made until after 
Ri~van, when no doubt the Guardian 
will announce the detailed result. 

This effort has scattered devoted 
Baha'is to the ends of the earth. 
Each pioneer is experiencing a deep
er and more potent connection with 
the Holy Spirit, and at the same 
time realizing his or her human re~ 
sponsibility as he or she faces a new 
environment, a new race 1 a new 
tongue, and separation from the 
Baha'is of his or her former com
munity. That the Spirit sustains 
them, and makes possible accom
plishments these believers had nev
er undertaken before, is attested by 
letters written home by the pioneers. 

They rely upon us as warriors in 
the forefront of battle rely upon the 
main body of troops. We are a vital 
part of their success, and we must 
increase the numbers of Baha'is at 
home in order to keep pace with 
developments in the new areas. 

The Homefront Campaign, too, 
calls for close and continuous scru
tiny, and for many new volunteers. 
The latest report from the American 
'National Teaching Committee pub· 
lished elsewhere in this issue makes 
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clear what has been done, what still 
remains undone. 

The World Crusade tasks this year 
likewise include many translations 
of Baha'i literature into new tongues 
and steps toward the purch ase of 
Temple sites in many parts of the 
world. 

The assurance of a new Order, 
emanating from the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah, has been confirmed and 
strengthened as we behold the Cru
sade in actual operation. Our re
ligion, as Baha'is, is transforming 
us as it transforms the conditions of 
the world. Our own understanding, 
our moral and cultural horizons, 
have become new. 

All this mighty movement within 
the Baha'i Community attests the 
power of the Guardianship to main
tain a spiritual and administrative 
World Genter - a new creation in 
the history of mankind. This process 
will augment swiftly as the Almighty 
Arm of Baha'u'llah moves humanity· 
along its path of suffering, despair, 
regeneration and Universal Peace. 
Fortunate are we who behold the 
end of this valley from the begin
ning. Steeled to endure, raised above 
the realms of fear and calamity, we 
Baha'is have but to follow our peer
less Leader, and the victory of man 
will be won by the victory of the 
Faith of God. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITIrAL AsSI:l\oIBLY 

THE NATIONAL FUND
A BAHA'I INSTITUTION 
Dearly Beloved Friends: 

As we approach the closing days 
of this historic first year of our glori
ous Crusade, it is fitting that we re
view our achievements on the var
ious objectives to which we are all 
dedicated. 

Are we all aware that our National 
Fund is a Baha'i Institution. the 
character of which must be fully 
and properly understood if it is to 
perform the tmique and vital fWlc
tion for which it has been estab
lished? 

Are we all aware that no single 
objective, no teaching project, no as
pect of the Ten Year Crusade can 
be successfully carried forward un· 
less the Institution of the National 
Fund is adequately sustained by ev
ery devoted believer? 

The American Baha'i Community, 
which has received such high praise 
from our gracious and beloved 
Guardian for so many of its achieve-
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ments, cannot properly lay claim to 
a mature growth as a Community 
until we have all become imbued 
with the spirit that finds true joy
ousness in sacrifice, and heartily 
welcomes every opporttmity of serv
ice to this vital Institution that pre
sents itself for our attention. 

Current figures of receipts from 
contributions indicate that this year 
will end with one of the largest defi
cits in our history, probably exceed
ing the sum of $100,000. If we are to 
continue to perform a predominant 
role in the prosecution of the Cru
sade in the years that lie ahead. 
each of us will wish to give prayer
ful consideration to a better under
standing of the Institution of the Na
tional Fund and the means whereby 
it can become deeply rooted in a 
solid financial foundation. Thereby, 
alone. will there flow from it the 
life-giving waters of financial sus
tenance for our heroic pioneers and 
for every other endeavor which it 
must sustain. 

Faithfully yours, 
-NATIONAL SPDUTUAL ASSEMBLY 

BAHA'I LAW ON BURIAL 
The Guardian has advised the Na

tional Assembly that a law of the 
Aqdas makes it obligatory for Baha'is 
to bury their dead within a certain 
distance from the place where death 
takes place. The body is not to be 
transported more than one hour's 
journey. This is a law which becomes 
mandatory for Baha'is. 

In view of the wide dispersal of 
pioneers throughout the world this 
law has great importance. The pio
neer can provide written instructions 
which will be binding in event of his 
or her death, and this applies par
ticularly where the pioneer's nearest 
relations, or executors of his or her 
will, are not Baha'is. 

The friends in general might well 
consider its a pplica tion in their own 
case, and take whatever steps are 
necessary to see that the provision of 
the Aqdas will be carried out. 

-NATION AI.. SPIRlTIJ AL AsSEMBLY 

DEPRIVED OF MEMBERSHIP 
The believers are informed that 

Mr. James Overbeck has been de
prived of membership in the Baha'i 
Community. His attendance at meet
ings not open to the public is there
fore- forbidden. 

-NATlDNAL SPmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

SUGGESTION TO 
LOCAL ASSEMBLIES 

In the Vicinity of many Assemblies 
there are groups and isolated Baha'is 
who wish to learn about messages 
from the Guardian and important 
Baha'i developments before they are 
reported in BAHA'i NEWS. 

Frequently the National Assembly 
is requested to send to all groups the 
same material which is issued to 
communities. Since facilities for such 
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large mailings do not yet exist, the 
National Assembly would like to sug
gest that local Assemblies invite 
nearby groups and isolated friends to 
attend any particular Nineteen Day 
Feast where important communica
tions are to be presented. 

This courtesy will help bring the 
isolated friends into closer and more 
immediate contact with their Guard
ian and their administrative body. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEl"dBLY 

The Garden ot Ridvan, neal' Bahji. The bench near the right is where Baba.·.·Uih 
used to sit. 'Va.tel' from the fountain in the dista.nce still flows through tbe center 

chaDllel and. down the steps, as In former times. 

PIONEER LEITERS 
The National Spiritual Assembly, 

moved by the eloquence of achieve
ment, wishes to share with all the 
believers the following excerpts, tak
en from letters written by pioneers 
to the National Assembly or to the 
Crusade Committees. The accounts 
of their deeds, told in their own 
words, ul1;derscore the joy of serving 
in the forefront of the World Cru
sade. whatever the difficulties to be 
surmounted. 

From time to time, as communi
cations from the pioneers are 
cleared for publication through the 
World Crusade- Committees and the 

National Spiritual Assembly, BAHA'i 
NEWS will print further excerpts 
which round out the picture of World 
Crusade developments in the pioneer 
areas of the globe. 

Excerpts from Pioneer Letters 
to the Asia Teaching Committee 

Edith Danielson, Cook Islands 

AitutakiJ October 20, 1953. IIWhen 
I first came here I said nothing about 
the Faith. However, news travels 
like lightning here and the two wires 
I sent aroused a lot of curiosity, 
especially as there was some discus... 
sion about the one to Haifa, as they 
didn't know how to send it or how 
much to charge. Several days went 
by and I still offered no explanations. 
Finally the time was ripe and some
one asked me and r got to talk at 
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length about the Faith. Yesterday 
afternoon I was most pleased in hav
ing the chance to go into considerable 
detail to Tui and Barry- the first 
Maori I have had an opportunity to 
mention the Faith to ... 1 just don't 
want to leave here yet - at all. 1 like 
every place 1 go. 

"The people are sweet and kind. 
One is being constantly delighted. 
The other day Tui and I were walk. 
ing along the vill age road up town 
and caught up with four or five 
Maori women, They all began chat· 
ting away in Maori. Of course, I 
couldn't understand a word, but I 
looked at them and smiled ... Tui 
is the perfectly beautiful Maori wife 
of one of the men stationed here. 
She is the kind they us e in their 
publicity photos. Whenever she 
comes out to board 'mama' (a two
seated station wagon made of spare 
parts left by the U.S. army, and 
wood and canvas) she has a flower 
behind each ear. The one on the left 
she takes out and gives me to wear." 

Rarotonga, November 21, 1953. Hit 
is 9:30 p.m. and I have been stand
ing out on the verandah watching 
one of those famous tropical rains. 
It is beating upon the corrugated tin 
roof and you have to talk loud in. 
deed to make yourself heard. A cou
ple of new arrivals were stalking 
something. I went to see what was 
up. They were trailing a big land 
crab. These crabs burrow into the 
lavms and beaches. With this sort of 
rain they hurry to a dry place which 
is generally in the room with you, 
where they back up against the wal! 
and at your slightest move they 
wave their big pincers at you. But 
if you leave them alone they I eave 
you alone. They only want to share 
a small corner of your roof for a 
brief time, then they go outside 
again. One was in my room earlier 
today. 

"Work here, I realize, is progress
ing, though no big, exciting success 
can be reported . . . The first point 
of wisdom in every one of these 
islands is the exact knowledge of 
what not to say and when not to say 
it. Never let one critical word be 
said about anything, always smile, 
regardless of your personal opinion, 
and watch What your face is saying. 

"I have been meeting some of the 
local women. One here in the hotel 
has eagerly read every Baha'i book 
I have with me at the moment and 
discusses it with me frequently ... 
Because of her interest I have had 
the opportunity of mentioning the 

Faith in front of quite a few of the 
people living at the hotel, and some 
knowledge is apparently traveling 
around the back roads in the village. 

"I have been eating coconut and 
drinking coconut milk. Am lucky. 
Got six mangoes at the market this 
morning. Every Saturday morning 
at the crack of dawn the natives 
gather with their produce on the 
lawn strip between the roads and 
the beach in the center of things. 
The racket is something. It is a fun 
time for them-as what time isn't!" 

Rarotonga, November 27, 1953. 
"Nine, the Cook I sland not Wlder 
Cook administration, is over near 
Tonga. A separate visa is required 
to go there. It is sometimes called 
Savage Island, due to the truculent 
attitude toward explorers. The 
Baha'i teachings are to be trans
lated into the language of this 
island." 

Rarotonga, January 27, 1954. HU'S 
been wonderful to have a Baha'i here 
as you can all guess. It has given 
me that 'good' feeling and a re
freshed outlook. 1 again feel like I 
could go out and conquer a few little 
old worlds! It is an unnamable 
something . . . the advantages of 
two Baha'is instead of one. I don't 
know how to express it but it is very 
real ... " 

Virginia Breaks, Caroline Islands 

Truk, November 16, 1953. "Just a 
note to let you know that one more 
pioneer has reached her post. We 
arrived at Truk at 2:30 this after· 
noon. It is now 3:40 and 1 have writ
ten the N.S.A. and asked them to let 
the Guardian know. 

"It took about live hours to get 
here from Guam. I felt we were on 
a magic carpet when the first coral 
atolls came into view. Have never 
seen anything to match the color
soft azure, turquoise, chalk white, 
purple, green-indescribable!" 

Truk, November 20, 1953. "I sup
pose 1 should be content that there 
is at least one pioneer in the Carc· 
lines, but I'll be a lot happier when 
I can see a little progress. 

"I have a maid who works for me 
every day. She is also teaching me 
Trukese at noon. Today I showed 
her a picture of the Temple. I told 
her a little about it and that I saw 
it when I had my vacation. 1 just 
had to say something about the 
Faith! 

"The people (Trukese) are very 
friendly and courteous. Every man 
you meet says 'Hello, mam' (if he 
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speaks English). The women usually 
say 'Hello' or 'Good Morning.' 

"I've had no fresh fruit since I've 
been here ... when a ship comes in 
-which is about once every six 
weeks-we get fresh oranges and ap
ples and cabbage, and perhaps oth
er fresh vegetables. The island is 
green and beautiful." 

Truk, Novem oer 27, 1953. "The no
fresh-fruit story is now out of date. 
r have a hand of bananas ripening 
in my kitchen, some limes and a 
sour-sap and two cucumbers. This 
is the day when the Islanders come 
around with their produce in Woven 
palm baskets." 

Truk, December 3, 1953. "I expect 
to leave here on the 11th for the 
Marshalls or Ponape, so won't get 
back til! about the first of the year. 
Then I'll leave soon after that for 
Yap and Palau. 

"Saturday night the native chiefs 
who are here for a conference are 
serving dinner to the base personnel 
at one of the houses here-Micr<~ 
nesian style. This will be fun, 1 ex
pect. At least it will be something 
new." 
Ponape~ December 15, 1953. "I re

alize that the way of teaching is 
bound to unfold. 1 believe that it will 
because the Cause is in my mind 
and heart all the time, and I pray 
constantly for guidance. " 

Truk, December 29, 1953. HMaybe 
it would be a good thing if every 
one on the home front could be in a 
virgin area for a while - a virgin 

. area where they couldn't talk freely 
about the Faith. Maybe then they 
would begin to appreciate what it 
means being at home where you are 
so free. 

"The islanders live in a series of 
small villages scattered along the 
coast ... They live in frame houses 
with tin roofs for the most part, 
though there are a few of the old 
thatched type. These are much 
pleasanter to look at than the sort of 
pseudo-civilized ones built more re
cently. 

"The Micronesians are courteous, 
seem happy and spontaneous. They 
are very gregarious . . . No adult 
Trukese is alone if he can help it
they go fishing in pairs (at least) 
and do all their work cooperatively. n 

Truk, January 5, 1954. "On Satur
day 1 had an interesting al! day 
walk- about eight miles of it. It 
was something that gradually devel
oped. I started out in the morning 
with a camera, met a boy- Nor
from the Intermediate School and 
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we walked about a mile together to 
Thunuk, where Nor was headed. I 
started on, and he asked if he could 
go with me and carry my bag. I 
was glad to have him - he acted as 
interpreter and told me a little about 
local customs. He was interested in 
my plans to get pictures of the peo
ple and their daily activities, and 
homes, etc. He got practice talking 
English, which made him happy, 
and together we walked through sev
eral villages - MisSQu, Thunuk r 

Penicilia, Pennia and Sabuk. We 
were close to the ocean part of the 
time - it was a cool day for Truk 
and clear - the water was brilliant 
in color and the views lUlbelievably 
beautiful. 

"We talked about religion a little, 
r along Baha'i lines but without men
tioning the word as this was the first 
time I had seen him." 

TTUk:, JanuaTY 111 1954. "I am al
most ashamed to mention my first 
fireside to you, because it wasn't 
with a Micronesian. It was with a 
yOWlg married woman from - Oak
land, California! . . . It happened 
Sunday morning when she came to 
return a flashlight and stayed over 
three hours to talk about the Faith. 
Neither of us had any idea of the 
lapse of time. I was amazed and 
shocked when I looked at the clock 
and saw it was after 2 p.m. I had 
only given her some coffee and can
dy, and realized after she had left 
that lunch time had corne and gone! 
She asked lots of good questions and 
went home with Renewat of Civili
zation and Prescription for Liv
ing. When I saw her today she still 
looked happy and shining." 

Pa!atL
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January 23, 1954. "I feel 
spread too thin. How can I get ac
quainted well enough to talk about 
the Faith on these one-week hops! 
Certainly this is all challenging," 

Excerpts from Pioneer Letters 
to the Western Hemisphere 

Teaching Committee 

One of the most precious recom
penses for the constant work of the 
Intercontinental Teaching Commit
tees is the thrill of reading letters 
from the pioneers. Looking over the 
letters, we find it is difficult to give 
a clear picture of their wonderful 
spirit through excerpts, because it 
is from the total letters themselves, 
though they are practical reports On 
conditions and activities, that the 
breath of complete and sincere de
votion emanates. 

Elaine and Jenabe Caldwell, Aleu
tian Islands. 

Unalaska, Alaska, August 21, 1953: 
"We chose Unalaska (population 
about 125) as it is the only incor
porated city on the chain. There is 
absolutely no work in any field; the 
natives subsist by summer fishing 
and cannery work. However, with 
the help of God we plan on staying 
here. 

'4Everyone knows we are Baha'is. 
At the last 19 Day Feast we mapped 
out a course of action. Far the pres
ent we felt it best to win their con
fidence through association, etc. Al
ready people are wondering why we 
have not pressed them or tried to 
'save' them, so are becoming more 
congenial . some people are be..
ginning: to ask wh.::1.t a Baha'i is." 

October 22, 1953; u ••. Am also 
going to learn the Aleut language 
for there are more than were first 
supposed who do not speak English. 
Aleut chanting is beautiful. Baha'i 
prayers should be extraordinarily 
beautiful. Please advise require
ments for translating. I have a book 
on the language. This is another 
good strong ground for contact." 

Miss Christine McKay, Puerto Rico. 

San Juan. Puerto Rico. NovembeT 
27, 1953: "Of one thing I am in
creasingly certain and that is that 
just a willingness to pick up and go 
elsewhere is not all that is to be 
exacted from us. Little by little, our 
aU is going to go into the enter
prise-and I'm afraid that I mean 
very literally our all as Baha'u'llih 
and the Guardian both say, over and 
over again." 

Mrs. Helen Robinson, Baranof Island 

Sitka, Alaska, October 6, 1953: 
H ••• To explain about the spiritual 
beauty, the breathtaking loveliness 
of the islands is impossible. To see 
is to believe. It is heavenly. The 
people must be very fine living in 
such surroundings 1 Because of the 
many large institutions here for 
Indians-especial1y youth-it is a 
priceless opportunity ... 

" ... Sitka is an Indian Village 
and we are the 'Outsiders. They are 
very friendly and a joy to work with. 
... The native and Eskimo come 
here from 124 vil1ages in Alaska. 
What a privilege. They come to you 
from all over the territory and will 
return remembering you were a 
Baha'i if nothing more ... 

'4 .. , It might be interesting at 
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this point to tell you that my first 
Icontact' was a young man dying 
from leukemia ... at least that is 
what he was told and was given two 
years to live ... The friendship with 
this young man and the change of Qut· 
look and attitude affected many peo· 
pIe. We talked about the 'open door' 
and he read many pamphlets and 
saw the slides of the Shrines and 
Gardens, etc. People of course saw 
this transformation and knew it was 
the Baha'i Teachings ... God willing, 
he will live and be a flame in that 
village til 

"I learned so much on this trip 
all alone ... the greatest being that 
one never 'walks alone' when serv
ing the Lord. I'll never fear again. 
Doors opened for me all the way, all 
I had to do was walk through. Mrs. 
A. lost her son in Korea and was a 
very sad lady when we met. She 
said, 'Why I never saw the great 
beauty of this lovely island until you 
came here and brought me these 
wonderful Teachings 1 rm grateful.' 

"Dear Friends when I started to 
write you I told myself it must be 
brief as you are all so busy. I am 
afraid I get carried away with joy, 
remembering the great beauty of 
these people and their country. It 
is a grand and glorious experience 
and I wish a H the Friends would 
pioneer alone without fear." 

Bob and Elinor Wolff, Latin America 

"We had our Feast on Thursday. 
It was wonderful to feel so in need 
of praying. There is a great power 
in feeling such a real dependence 
on God and His help. We thought of 
all the other pioneers . . . and the 
Guardian receiving reports from the 
India Conference and the completion 
of the Shrine. What a wonderful time 
we live inl 

"If it is important elsewhere to 
live the Hfe, here it is doubly im
portant. I am not boasting if I say 
that everybody knows us, or knows 
who We are, and every thing- we do is 
known immediately ... It is a con
stant challenge, but a pleasant one 
. . . And to m any people who have 
read about the United States the 
fact that Elinor is so completely 
without race prejudice is extremely 
intriguing ... Jan, of course, is a 
wonderful drawing card. He is such 
a happy baby, our little boy, He is 
very blonde and blue eyed, and when 
we take him for -a walk he greets 
everybody on the street, regardless 
of color, size, shape, costume, etc. 
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in a mixture of English, Dutch and 
Ningre, Our pioneering is really a 
family project, and such a blessing. 

HWe need your continued prayers 
... We are truly pioneering. I in my 
job and Elinor in OUf home and 
social relations, as well as telling 
people about the Cause. How easy 
it is to teach the Baha'i Faith in a 
country like America which is open 
to new ideas and where people are 
free and reasonably responsible for 
their own acts!" 

Hart Friedland , Latin America 

"My journey went according to 
plans ... At the airport (en route) 
after taking one look at the waiting 
crowd of spectators, I noticed one 
couple with a child: Dr. R. J. and 
Mrs. Wolff (whom I had never met 
before). They had come to retrieve 
some luggage. To meet these lovely 
souls toward the end of a happy jour
ney was a great spiritual bounty be
fore my arrival. .. Although I had 
wired ahead for a room at the hotel, 
the only one in town, and tha t with 
15 rooms- no room was avail
able anywhere. After one hour of 
seeking, the driver arranged to have 
me and another one stay in the class
room of a local school that had 
been converted into temporary quar
ters to accommodate a dozen native 
football-players ... " 

"It looks promising, but the ar
rival of the French New Eras will 
speed things along. 

"Eight of the New Eras are in 
circulation. These people seem to be 
interested readers." 

Gerald and Gail Curwin, The 
Bahamas 

These pioneers had most unusual 
experiences when they first arrived. 
Gerald t seeking information on how 
to get to Eleuthera, one of the iSlands, 
was introduced from one person to 
another until he met a newspaper 
man. ·"1 received my surprise when 
he led me into an inner office to 
show me a Baha'i library." 

Because of strange events. they 
wrote. 

"We have searched ourselves for 
motives for pioneering and feel as
sured our only wish is to serve the 
Faith, and hope and pray always 
Baha'u'lHth will guide us since we 
are not old in the Faith and perhaps 
at times become over-zealous ... " 

Through a non-Baha'i friend of a 
Baha'i, word of their going had pre-
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ceded their arrival. "Nassau in 
many respects is like a small town 
- they have a regular grapevine by 
which information flows and every
one knows what is happening ... By 
now enough people knew about us 
that we were even getting phone 
calls from people who would say 
they had heard that we were Baha'is 
and that they had heard of the Faith 
at one time or another, , . " 

Andrew and Nina Matthisen, Nassau 

<lWith the arrival of these pioneers, 
a group has been formed in Nassau, 
which is holding firesides. One was 
addressed by Mr. Matthisen ... he 
started by saying that we had a 
very preciolls gift for the people of 
Nassau and that they stood in the 
place of being the first to receive it. 
We all felt the wonderful power 
which permeated the room when he 
said this. There were five non-Baha'is 
present at this meeting and out of 
this group we hope to build the basic 
group amongst the Negro people." 

Earle Render, the Virgin Islands 

uBe ·assured that there are many 
beautiful, graceful, and charming 
conditions here too, .. A true Baha'i 
spirit should and will prevail over 
any ephemeral conditions r.ere, if 
promulgation of the Cause is the 
basic reason for coming here. 

"There is much in the way of 
spiritual progress and growth, I 
must realize, anc:~. the discipline of 
self needed here in the course of 
expressing the Faith may well do 
the job. The Cause is Most Power
ful! " 

TRANSLATION AND PRINTING 
OF LITERATURE IN INDIA 

A Baha'i pamphlet in Manipuri has 
been printed, the first to be pub· 
Ii shed of 40 languages assigned to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of India, Pakistan and 
Burma. 

Translations of pamphlets in Sia
mese, Javanese, Balochi and Pashto 
are complete. 

Translators have been found and 
work is proceeding on literature in 
Nicobarese, Lepeha, :\nnamese, 
Panjabi. Tibetan, Pali and Tho. 

BRITISH ISLES 
During the week·end of January 9-

10) believers gathered from all over 
the British Isles in the City of Liver
pool for a National Teaching Confer
ence. Conference sessions were held 
in the same hotel where, forty-two 
years ago, 'Abdu'I·Baha stayed. Con
sultation centered around teaching 
plans for the Ten Year Crusade, both 
for virgin areas and On the home 
front. 

CANADA 
N€ltional Spiritual Assemb~y Elections 
Three members oI the National 

Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Canada having retired to pioneer, 
election of replacements became 
necessary. The Canadian Baha'i 
News has announced the names of 
the new members: Mrs. Peggy Ross, 
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Mr. Angus Cowan and Mr. Alan 
Raynor. 

Canadian National Convention 
The Canadian National Convention 

is to be held in Victoria Hall, West
mount, Ontario. The Feast of Hig
van, to be held in connection with 
the; Convention, will be celebrated 
on· April 30. On May 1 a Public Con
gress will be presented. 

Baha'[ on the Air 
In Canada, radio time has been 

obtained in London, Calgary, Osha
wa, and Hamilton_ Winnipeg tape
recorded Baha'i talks for broadcast 
over the radio station in ChurchilL 
To advertise public meetings,' Osha
wa presents fifteen-minute di-',i'ina
tized radio programs. 

INDIA 
In his cable of October 11, 1953, 

to the Fourth Intercontinental Con
ference in New Delhi, India, the 
Guardian recommended' that the 
Hands of the Cause travel through 
designaied lands "for the purpose of 
establishing close contact with the 
National Assemblies, advising and 
assisting Local Assemblies and in
dividuals to attain the goals of the 
globe-girdling Plan." 

BaM'. News LetteT, published by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of India, Pakistim and 
Burma, has announced the itinerar
ies and some of the bounties from the 
trips taken by Mrs. Dorothy Baker, 
Mr. Charles Mason Remey and Mr. 
Horace Holley. Hands of the Cause, 
through those regions. 

Mrs. Dorothy Baker 
A partial itinerary of Mrs. Dor

othy Baker's trip includes: Delhi, 
Bombay, Poona, MiraL Kolhapur, 
Belgaum, Nasik, Manmad, Jalna, 
Aurangabad. Deolali, Surat, Baroda, 
Ahmedabad, Ajrner, Jaipur, Agra, 
Firozabad, Gwalior, Aligarh, Bareil- . 
ly, Lucknow, Cawnpore, Allahabad, 
Benares, Patna, Calcutta, Nagpur, 
Indore and Karachi. 

At Belgaum, Mrs. Baker spoke on 
"World Peace Through World Reli
gion" before a large audience at Lin
garaj College. The Rajasahib of 
Swantwadi, chairman of the meet
ing, "was completely won over by 
Mrs. Baker's lucid exposition of the 
aims and objects of the BahA'i 
Faith." The next day Mrs. Baker 
spoke at the Social Club on llSpirit
ual Solution of Economic Problems." 

At Deolali, Mrs. Baker spoke in 

Cantonment Board Hall on "A Di
vine Plan for Universal Peace," She 
also visited Banas school and spoke 
there. 

At Baroda, Baha'i Hall was packed 
to hear Mrs. Baker speak on "Vic
torious Living." 

At Jaipur, four lectures were 
-~ given, two at the Girl's College. 

At Ajmer, Mrs. Baker arrived at 
night and stayed in the station wait
ing room. Next day she spoke at 
Sophia Girl's College and. in the aft
ernoon, at Savitri College. The staff 
of the College gave a party in her 
honor. In the evening she spoke in 
the Government College. Autograph 
hunters surrounded her after the 
meeting. 

At Surat a public lecture entitled 
jlThis Earth Ori_e Country" was given 
at N a gin chand Hall. This led to a 
long conference with representatives 
of the local Press. 

At Agra, extensive advance publi
city brought a capacity audience to 
Agra College Hall to hear Mrs. 
Baker. 

At Aligam, the University Union 
arranged for Mrs. Baker's reception. 
She arrived on Founder's Day, an 
important occasion at the Univer
sity, was invited to the meeting and 
met the University officials. That 
afternoon Mrs. Baker addressed the 
Bar Association. At a morning meet
ing, Mrs. Baker spoke before the 
Muslim University Students in Union 
Hall and, later, addressed the stu
dents at the Muslim Girl's College. 

Although only a few have been 
mentioned, in all of the centers ~irs. 
Baker's visits resulted, not only in 
public declaration of the Faith and 
meetings with officials and dignitar
ies, but also in consultation with the 
Baha'i communities. In these more 
intimate gatherings, through stories 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha, by telling the be
lievers of the significances of the 
World Center and speaking of the 
Guardian, Dorothy Baker, Hand of 
the Cause, knit the hearts of these 
friends on the Indian sub-contin
ent more closely to the Center of the 
World Faith of BaM 'u'llah and kin
dled anew their devotion to His 
Cause. 

Mr. Charles Mason Remey 
A partial itinerary of Mr. Charles 

Mason Remey's trip includes: Delhi, 
Calcutta, Rangoon, Dacca, Chitta
gong, Bagdogra, Darjeeling, Mad
ras, Colombo, Kandy, Trichinopoly, 
Madura, Bangalore, Mysore, Hyder
abad, Ajanta, Ellora, Aurangabad, 
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Manmad, Poona, Panchganu, Bom
bay and Karachi. 

At Calcutta, besides meetings with 
believers during which he drew the 
world picture of the Divine Plan as 
unfolded during the four Interconti. 
nental Conferences, Mr. Remey was 
invited to deliver a public lecture in 
Brahmo Samaj Temple. At a public 
reception arranged in his honor and 
attended by many distinguished 
guests, he presented the Baha'i prin
ciples for the spiritual regeneration 
of mankind. This meeting was report
ed in the Statesman and the Hindu
stan Standard, leading English daily 
newspapers of Calcutta. 

At Rangoon, Burma, Mr. Remey 
addressed many meetings. His talk 
given at the Theosophical Hall, "The 
Relation of Baha'i Teachings to Oth
er Religions," was translated into 
Burmese. Through Mr. Remey, the 
believers of Rangoon sent a silver 
va se to the Guardian as a token of 
their love and devotion. 

At Dacca, Pakistan, a meeting was 
held at the Green Hotel. At the ra
dio station, Mr. Remey recorded a 
talk, "Religious Architecture of the 
World", in which he described the 
architecture of places of worship of 
the world's various faiths, closing 
with descriptions of the Baha'i House 
of Worship in Wilmette, Illinois and 
the Shrine of the Bab on Mount Car
mel, Israel. This recording was re
broadcast on the Birthday of 
Baha'u'!lah by the Pakistan Radio. 

At Chittagong, Mr. Remey present
ed the history of the BaM'i Faith to 
a group of the town's leading citi
zens, gathered in the Chittagon,g 
Rest House. 

Factual recital of meetings, the 
titles of talks or the names of emin
ent members of audiences can
not communicate the response 
throughout these three countries to 
the lucid explanations of the charac
ter and import of the Baha'i Faith, 
given by Mr. Charles Mason Remey, 
Hand of the Cause, 

Mr. Horace Holley 
A partial itinerary of Mr. Horace 

Holley's trip includes: Delhi, Bom
bay, Poona, Panchgani. Sholapur. 
Hyderabad, Bangalore, Mysore, Tri
vandrum, Madras, Colombo and 
Kalutara. 

At Bombay, Mr. Holley, Dr. 'Ali
Akbar Furutan and Mrs. Mildred 
Mattahedeh spoke on liThe World 
Order of Baha'u'llah" before a pub
lic meeting at Cama Hall. A Press 
conference was held at Taj Mahal 
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Hotel and reports appeared in Times 
01 India, Free Press Journal, Indian 
Express and the Navbharat Times. 

At Sholapur, a Press Conference 
was held with representatives of the 
SholapuT Samachar and the Sakal. 
At a public talk, Mr. Holley's ad· 
dress was translated into Marathi by 
the Principal of the Government Col
lege of Commerce and Accountancy. 

In Hyderabad, Mr. Holley talked 
with officials of the Salar Jung Mu· 
seum and Osmania University. A 
Press conference resulted in the pre
sentation of the Faith through the 
Deccan Chronicle, the Daily News, 
the Hyderabad Bulletin, the Ham
aTa, The Ekdam J the Rahnumae 
Deccan, the Angara and the Paisa 
Akhbar. 

These are but three of the locali
ties visited by Mr. Horace Holley, 
Hand of the Cause. Other reports 
may appear later but, from these, 
the effect of Mr, Holley's visits is 
apparent. In every case, a new inter
est in the Faith was awakened, ques
tions elicited 'and brilliantly an
swered and, among the believers, 
a new sense of unity aroused. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
An article describing contempor

ary developments of the Baha'! Faith 
has been published in 0 Globo, the 
most widely circulated newspaper in 
Rio de Janeiro. A previous article 
had referred only to the origins and 
early history of the Faith. 

AMERICAN NATIONAL 
TEACHING COMMITTEE 
Home Front Pioneering Goals Filled 
The following virgin goal cities on 

the home front have been settled as 
of the middle of March by the pia· 
neers here listed: 
Allentown, Pennsylvania 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Wiener, 
435 North 6th St. 

Bay City, Michigan 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry (Eve. F) 
Eriksen, 
404 West Midland St. 

Bridgeport, Connecticut 
Miss Jean Silver 
Mrs. Christine Ivanoff 
Mrs. Caroline Stewart 
1978 North Ave. 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert (Roystine) 
Hart 
615 S. Boynton Terrace 
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Chester, Pennsylvania 
Mrs. Marybelle Hammond, 
616 E. 14th Street 

Emporia, Kansas 
Mr. Don Newby, 1423 Merchants 

Globe, Arizona 
Mrs. Norma Lewis--Heron Apts 7 

Grand Forks, North Dakota 
Mr. and Mrs. G. G. Boutin, Jr. 
Wm. R. Lacey, Jr. 
402 Walnut SI. 

Dover t Delaware. 
Mr. and Mrs. William (Oorothy) 
Frey 
340 Kings Highway 

Elizabeth, New Jersey 
Miss Dorothy Champ, 
% Mrs. A. A. Wilson 
1019 William Street 

Hayward, California 
Miss Winifred E. Bennell, 
230 Prospect Terrace 
Mrs. Muriel Ferguson, 
26913 Gading Road 

Ithaca, New York 
Miss Marjorie Stee, 
408 N. Tioga St. 

Lewiston, Idaho 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Niss, 
Box 483 

Lynn, Massachusetts 
Mr. and Mrs. Chester (Helen 
Miller) Curtis, 
112 Chatham St. 

Manchester, New Hampshire 
Mrs. Dorothy Morrell, 
333 Kimball Street, Apt. 6, 
Rimmon Heights 

Medford, Oregon 
Mrs. Ka tbryn Frankland, 
Medford Hotel 

Michigan City. Indiana 
Mrs. Stella Menifee, 418 Spring St. 

Paterson, New Jersey 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred (Jeanne) Sud
hop, 94 Chadwick St. 

Provo, Utah 
Miss Barbara Keast, 
Bldg. 14, Apt. 146 
Family Units 
Mrs. Margaret Mansfield, Apt. 3, 
284 N. 5th St. 

Raleigh, North Carolina 
Mrs. Frances Falvey, Box 5083 
(919 W. Johnson St.) 

Rapid City, South Oakota 
Mr. William Keith Denison, 
623 St. Louis St. 

Redding, California 
Mrs. Alice B. Mays, 1237 Willis St. 

Savannah, Georgia 
Mrs. Ivalu Reagan, 405 W. 37th St. 

Stockton, California 
Mrs. Sadie Ellis 
Mr. Wm. Hathorn 
243~ E. Market St. 

Warren, Ohio 
Mr. and Mrs. John (Madalyn) 
Byers 
225 Tad Street, S.W. 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
Mrs. Betty KoyJ, 
111 North Spruce St. 

Yuma, Arizona 
Mr: Robert Powers, Mrs. Mildred 
Powers, 118 Madison St. 
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Pioneer Letters from the Home Front 

The American National Teaching 
Committee wishes to share with the 
believers everywhere the following 
excerpts taken from letters written 
by pioneers on the home front. The 
story they tell of devotion to the 
Faith of Baha 'u'llah and of deter
mined service in the Ten Year Cru
sade is but a reflection of that spirit 
which has prompted all of the pio. 
neers to take their posts for the 
spiritual conquest of the planet. 

From a volunteer born in 1878 
Area desired - II anywhere you 

want to send me." When can you 
leave?-"At once." Any health prob
lems?-"Doctors say a nervous 
heart, but I would say perfect 
health." (And she adds, parentheti· 
cally, "Do have broken knee and hip 
and am on crutches".) 

From Mr. and Mrs. Robert Powers, 
Yum at Arizona. 

"To us the Dispersal-Crusade 
came to mean: since you are in a 
community of more than 15 Baha'is, 
it is the Guardian's wish that you 
move out ..... We spent much time 
in consultation, and decided on our 
goal, which was approved by the 
Teaching Committee. Obviously we 
hoped to settle ourselves comfort
ably, but since our decision was to 
go to Yuma and teach, whatever 
the condition, we found it unneces
sary to make inquiries a bout the 
city. None of us had ever been in 
Yuma. Our attitude may be put in 
words, as follows: 

1. We function as if our project 
were to end tomorrow at noon. 

2. We shall continue to tea ch re
gardless of what happens. 

3. Tea ching will come ahead of 
rest, food, or health. 

"We have come to the conclusion 
that, for us, teaching is effective 
only when we put it foremost in our 
lives and permit nothing whatsoever 
to interfere with it. . . . 

"We feel that one who is teaching 
must immerse himself in AmeTica's 
Spiritual Mission; that he must 
sleep with it by his bed·side, that he 
must underline passages, and in fact 
wear it out with reading .... We 
cannot feel any possible continuance 
in teaching which brings confirma
tions without many, many prayers 
each day. Certainly we put in a min
imum of an hour a day at reading 
prayers. And we never meet with the 
newly declared Baha'is or with those 
we are teaching without reading 

many prayers. In fact, they demand 
it. . .. II 

From Mrs. Betty Koy] , Winston 
Salem, North Carolina. 

"Arrived on Sept. 20, and with His 
Guidance, the glorious Message of 
Baha'u'llah will be accepted and pro
claimed from this truly lovely city. 
A regular study class is now being 
held, and many are receiving litera
ture .... 

'IWhen we read our BAHA'i NEWS 
and see the names of those who are 
now in lands and islands throughout 
the world, how very humble we 
feel-but oh, so proud to be living 
in this Wonderful Day! The Home 
Front pioneers will not be pro
claimed, neither win our names be 
mentioned in history, except per
haps that we went forth and obeyed 
our beloved Guardian." 

From Mr. and Mrs. Robert Niss and 
FamHy, Lewiston, Idaho 

" ... although only the prelimin
aries have been done for our settle
ment, the Baha'i work has started 
off at such a pace we feel we have 
been here a month already. We con
tacted the Boy Scout Executive, and, 
through him, attended a meeting of 
the scout leaders in town and are 
busy now in that field, meeting peo
ple, and getting to be known as 
Baha'is. Yesterday at noon, we met 
with the Rotary club, and again met 
many townsfolk. The newspaper is 
very friendly, and of all the amazing 
things, the reporter who interviewed 
us was a girl who was a Unitarian. 
With no church in town, she is in
terested in coming to our fire
sides .... And she wrote a fine article 
for the Faith." 
From a pioneer, new to "teaching 
on her own" who settled a virgin 
goal city, without assistance, start
ing Baha'i work, and securing em
ployment, simultaneously: 

., I visited another clas s on Tues
day night, at Shaw University, and 
told another group about Baha'i, 
along with the teacher, who knows 
something about the Faith and has 
seen the Temple, and the response 
was very warm. "My contacts are 
growing slowly in numbers, but I am 
sure]y enjoying them. One is a young 
minister who is culminating his sev
en years of training at Shaw ... he 
wants to read all the Baha'i books he 
can. We are planning a public meet
ing in the University, at Chapel Hill, 
to which we will invite the educa
tors, the students and anyone else 

, 
whom we think might be interested 
from all the neighboring cities. Also, 
I am attending an Institute of World 
Affairs . . . And I have my first 
study c]ass starting next week! 
Isn't it wonderful? I went last night 
to see my new-found friend, and she 
had three others there whom she 
had been telling about her new 
friend who was a Baha'i and be
lieved in the unity of the races; and 
we just talked and talked and talked. 
One woman in particular just couldn't 
hear enough, and wanted some of 
Baha'u'Ilah's writings to read; and 
now they all want to study, starting 
next week. I'm so grateful and happy. 

"I went to a dinner given by 
YWCA World Fellowship, and dur
ing the question period (after the 
speaker had told of his experiences 
in and around the Holy Land) I 
asked if he had encountered the 
Baha'i World Faith in his travels 
and then he gave a beautiful ac
count of his visit to the Baha'i Gar
dens, on Mt. Carmel." 

From John and Madalyne Byers, 
Warren, Ohio. 

HAs of January 22, 1954, we'll be 
at the above address. We're so 
happy! B aha 'u 'llah has been so 
Generous, so Merciful to us during 
these weeks of trying to find our 
right spot, and it is perfect, of 
course: excellent job for my hus
band-ideal apartment for the chilo 
dren as well as for us. Now, we're 
going to strive daily to purify these 
channels of ours so that we may at
tract! attract! Only seven more 
Baha'is to be found and we'll have a 
Community! There's quite a trend 
here among the citizens to ask: 
'What church do you attend l' Happy 
Day! ... " 
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BULLETINS FOR BAHA'I NEWS 
All National and Area Committee! 

are urged to send copies of any jour
nals or bulletins they may publish to 
BAHA'i NJ!:ws, as well as other items 
or photographs of national or inter
national interest which have not ap
peared in their publications. 

Local communities are also in
vited to send their bulletins and 
news reports to BAHA'i NEWS. AI",: 
though it is not always possible to 
use every good item, due to space 
01' other limitations, it frequently is 
possible to make an article of in
terest by showing how some anni
versary, for example, was cele
brated in different areas. 
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE TEACHING COMMITTEE 
YOU AND THE WORLD CRUSADE 

1. The Crusade is everyone's priv
ilege and responsibility. The 
trumpet has been sounded. The 
call is made upon the humble as 
well as the great. 

2. The noble example can be set 
by each of us, whether on the 
home front or abroad. 

3. Our attitude is: uBaha'u'llah 
needs me for the establishment 
of His Kingdom." 

YOU NEED THE CRUSADE 

Q. What is new about the Cru· 
sade? 

A. The entire Baha'i World 
Community is working to
gether on a common Plan, 
under the leadership of the 
Guardian, for goals far 
greater than any ever be
fore achieved. 

Q. How does this affect me? 

A. The Cause is moving swiftly 
forward. By joining the Cru· 
sade you move with it. TIlis 
is the measure of your de
votion, the method of your 
growth, the means of at
tracting divine confirma
tions. 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

Pioneer LeHers 
In order to present a picture of 

some aspects of the task of carrying 
Baha'u'llah's Message to the Ameri~ 
can Indians, the American Indian 
Service Committee wishes to share 
the following excerpts from letters 
from pioneers in the various Indian 
territories. 

From Kit Goldstein 
reservation school 
Arizona: 

at a Navajo 
Tuba City, 

"There is tremendous need and 
tremendous confusion in the Indian 
mind. In his own environment, he is 
a superb figure, morally, emotion~ 
ally mature, but contact with our 
civilization does tragic things to 
him. To understand his needs and to 
try to help him in his sad confusion, 
I would say to the new pioneer, 

4. Our Crusade is one of action. 
Each of us must resolve to do 
as well as to be - to become 
active agents of the Divine Will. 
¥t~e must come out of our closets 
of apathy into a world of action. 

5. Baha'u tllah needs us now. Our 
responsibility cannot be shirked 
nor shifted. 

HOW TO PIONEER 

Q. How should I go about pio
neering? 

A. 1. Write to the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

2. Fill out the pioneer ap~ 
plication blank which they 
will send you. 

3. Consult with the Crusade 
Committee handling your 
goal. 

Q. Should I make my plans be· 
fore volunteering? 

A. No. This is a costly duplica
tion of effort. 
1. The Committees know 
where the needs are; they 
want to know your desires. 
2. The Committees already 
have information you might 
spend months in gathering 
-and your goal may al
ready be filled by that time. 

Do _not contact foreign consul
ates or authorities without con
sulting the Committees. 

study, study t study! There is so 
much of his own culture that is fine 
and good, and that our culture will 
destroy if he isn't given help. Under~ 
stand his problems, and go to him 
with knowledge as well as sympathy. 
He is torn between real hate bred of 
centuries of mistreatment by the 
white people, and his great need for 
and eager response to real love and 
sympathy; but that sympathy must 
not be ignorant or sentimental. He is 
cynical of the good intentions of 
those who come to the reservation to 
help him, and this is a real hin
drance to well-intentioned people. 
The government is establishing 
sweeping reforms in the Indian serv~ 
ice, and on the whole these 
are good and intelligent ideas and 
practices. They are hampered by 
well~meaning and fanatical mis
sionaries who have done real harm; 
so you may not find yourself too 

6. Let us break from our imprison
ed selves and go forth to bUild a 
finer civilization. The response 
to the challenge is the very core 
and mainspring to the success 
of this epoch-making Crusade. 

As each meets the challenge, we 
will all be travellers journeying on 
the road to victory, a victory that 
marks the conquest of social and 
moral ills, war, poverty and igno
rance. And throughout our journey 
we will be guided and assisted by the 
Hosts of the Supreme Concourse. 

THE CRUSADE NEEDS YOU 

Q. Have I a part in the Cru
sade? 

A. The Guardian summoned 
the entire Baha'i Com
munity. This means you. 

Q. How can I take part? 
A. 1. Pioneer. 

2. Win new souls at home. 
Increase your capacity 
and effectiveness in 
teaching. 

3. Give more to the Fund. 
Q. Is there still a need for pio

neers? 
A. Victories already won are 

but a prelude to still greater 
victories. _The field is vast. 
Both at home and abroad 
there are many, many vir. 
gin cities. The need is press
ing. 

welcome if you speak of yourself 
as a missionary. There is real 
beauty and fine ethical teaching in 
much of the Indian religion, and 
respect towards it will go far to
ward making you acceptable to both 
Indians and government admin
istrators. These are alert, tough, 
humorous, warm, sparkling people. 
Learn to enjoy them and be pre
pared in turn to be enjoyed by them. 
They will laugh at you, so you can 
laugh too, and enjoy life with them. 
Don't be stuffy or sensitive. Answer 
their question, even the personal 
ones. If you are warm and friendly 
and show them genuine liking, you 
will get further than if you 'talk a 
good feeling' to them. They have to 
be shown. This you can be sure of, 
when they come to the Faith with 
the equipment they have, they're go
ing to make much better Baha'is 
than we are!" 
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From Grace Dean, Bylas, Arizona 
(Apache Reservation), Day School: 

"My idea is that a sewing club 
might have a strong drawing power 
among the Indian women. They 
would probably love to attend such 
a gathering. Quite contrary to popu
lar opinion, I am finding the Indians 
are fun-loving and quick to return a 
smile. The two teachers and resi
dent nurse assured me that the 
Apaches would absolutely not ac
cept me for at least a year, but may
be my year's probation can be cut 
down if I can make a good start, 

ur love it here. Even on a hot day 
there is always a nice cool breeze 
sweeping the valley, and the nights 
are out of this world. 

"My new Indian friend ap
proached me today in regard to dis
tributing clothing among the In
dians. I explained frankly our posi
tion on it. and we got on the subject 
of self-sufficiency. I explained to her 
that we put more time in on helping 
others to help themselves so they 
would not need the help of others. 
It developed that the tribal store 
seldom bothers to handle local prod
ucts, baskets and such, I suggested 
a roadside market catering to pass
ersby, and displaying anything any
body could put out-water color 
paintings, baskets, quilts, etc., and 
make it a nice attractive place. It 
then developed that there is a va
cant store building-a little way be
low the trading post. If I can work 
up enough interest among the wom
en, and have the approval of the 
tribal council, we might start a proj
ect that will bring in some money 
and at the same time awaken their 
great inventive and artistic ability. 
I have offered to start their books 
and train someone into a book-keep
ing job and to help in any way pos
sible in setting up the store ... it's 
the first real opportunity that has 
presented itseH since I came .. , . 
. . . "In regard to seeking reserva
tion employment, I still think it is 
sound to take a job for a while in 
order to get acquainted. I have a 
feeling it is the qUickest way to es
tablish at least a speaking acquaint
ance with the Indians. And then 
when the job has accomplished its 
purpose, let it go' I. 

From Mrs. Ethel Murray, Bryson 
City, North Carolina (near the Cher
okee Indian reservation) 

"In my study of the Indians I have 
found that in their own religion they 

teach morality, courage, patience, 
self-control, dignity, gener-osity, 
charity, reverence and worship of 
one God. They have stories of the 
creation of the first man and have 
had many prophets . . . 

"I think the best way to win them 
is to show them that we are not-aim
ing to exploit them, but to be their 
true friends. I already _have many 
plans but I !mow that only results 
will COWlt." 

From Mr. and Mrs. Edvard Lind
strom, Yakima, Washington 

"Of late we have been tempted 
toward impatience, as we are so anx
ious to get started on some Indian 
teaching, but we know that the slow
er way is the better way, and that 
the groundwork -we are laying is 
all to the good. We watch the local 
paper for Indian news, and save all 
the clippings, This enables us to read 
any important decisions of the In

;qian Tribal Council and to become 
f f~miliar with the names of the lead
ing Council m embers. When we sa w 
that they had decided to ban the sale 

~of. liquor~. on the Reservation we 
wrote a letter to the secretary of the 
Tribal Council, commending the de
clSlOn, (identifying ourselves as 

:Baha'is). Last evening we had the 
great bounty of attending an annual 
celebration at the Toppenish Long
house, and although there was no 
opportunity to actually give the 
Message, the occasion gave us the 
chance to observe a large number of 
Yakima Indians, together with many 
Indian families from other reserva
tions, and also to see and be able to 
identify the members of the Tribal 
Council as they stood and were in
troduced to the audience . . . the 
celebration consisted largely of In
dian dances on the dirt floor. The 
costumes showed great variety, each 
one different, and the elaborate 
bead work, typical of the Yakimas, 
was beautiful. The men and boys 
wore bells around their ankles, many 
feathered "wheels" 1 and the girls 
wore fringed deerskin dresses, cov
ered with beadwork, and moccasins 
like suede socks, completely covered 
with varied bead designs. While the 
dances were going on, twelve Indian 
men sat arotmd a large drum, the 
size of a table, and beat the drums 
and sang. A few speeches were made 
by an Indian chief, in the native 
tongue, some being translated into 
English. We were greatly impressed 
with the dignity and sincerity of the 
elders, in fact, of all those taking 
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part, We feel that the Indian will be 
reached through the heart, rather 
than through the intellect, and hope 
and pray constantly for guidance in 
bringing the message to him at the 
right time, and in the right way. H 

From Jalnes Stone, Jr" GaJIup, New 
Mexico (called the "Indian Capital 
of the world") 

"I think that we will like Gallup. 
The surrounding red sand stone 
buttes make it beautiful especially 
now since they are covered with a 
little white snow. The land is sand
stone without much vegetation and 
reminds you of Mt. Carmel before 
the present time. In town the most 
outstanding thing is, of course, the 
people, It is very difficult to distin
guish between Indian, Mexican and 
the few negroes here, Apparently 
there is total lack of prejudice. All 
work and eat together. Some of the 
older Indian men . wear their hair 
long and in either·' braids or bun 
style. The Indian Women, especially 
Navajo, hold a blanket around the 
shoulders-·and sometimes Gve.r ·their 
head. The Indians that I have met 
are very friendly . . . the point is 
now to get acquainted and become 
known .... The Indians seem to be 
a happy lot, and are smiling a great 
deal more than people seen in the 
eastern states, This is to me very 
promising, 

"Gallup is the base from which the 
new Indian tribal council operates 
. . . I want to make friends with 
those who realize that what helps 
Gallup helps them and theirs, and 
I can truthfully say that I do not 
know of any place or person that 
has cooperated with the Faith even 
in the least bit that has not been 
helped materially thereby," 

Teaching $ug9"stions 
A new brochure entitled Teaching 

Suggestions has been compiled. by 
the Baha'i American Indian Service 
Committee. It includes: 

A, Objectives and Goals for the 
Ten Year Crusade 

B, Indian Teaching Problems 
C, The Teacher 
D. What Has Been Done-Surveys 

and Individual Programs 
E. Youth Program - Colleges and 

Universities near Indian Cen
ters 

E. Thumbnail Sketches of the 
Tribes 

G, Bibliography 
A copy of a map of the Indian Res

ervations will be sent without charge 

--
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with each order until the limited 
supply is exhausted. Send orders, en
closing fifty cents for each copy, to: 

Mrs. Nancy Phillips, Secy. 
736 Encanto Drive, S.E. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

INTER-RACIAL TEACHING 
COMMITTEE 

The Baha'i Inter-Racial Teaching 
Committee would like to report 
progress on their assignment in the 
Ten Year Crusade. 

All local Spiritual Assemblies were 
requested to appoint a local believer 
to select the negro leaders in their 
communities and furnish names and 
addresses for such leaders to our 
committee. To date 53 assemblies 
have responded, giving information 
on 1,264 such leaders in over 225 
cities in 28 different states. During 
January and February a mailing was 
sent to each of these leaders in~ 

eluding three pamphlets, A Pat
tern fOT Future Society, Baha'i 
Teachings fOT a World Faith, and 
Man One Family. 

In one commW1ity, an official of 
the Urban League was designated to 
receive this mailing. Our latest in
formation reveals that this person 
has since become a believer. While 
this program is intended for the most 
part as a means to "Foster wider tm· 
derstanding of the teachings on the 
principle of the oneness of man
kind", it is very heartening to have 
this further confirmation. 

A second mailing will be sent to 
these same 1eaders by April 15. 
Pamphlets to be sent are Reality 
of Brotherhood, Loyalty to Gov
ernment, and Baha'i Declaratiol1 
of Human Rights and Obligations. 
Both of these mailings include a 
letter from our National Committee 
which should add further prestige 
to the faith in the minds of those re
ceiving this attention. 

Obviously with only 53 local as
semblies giving their cooperation, 
the success of this effort has been 
unduly limited. Therefore it is re
quested that each assembly recon
sider this project. Please appoint a 
person to report the names and ad
dresses of local leaders among the 
negro people. This work has just 
started and offers much hope for 
the New Year. Send data to: 

Miss Lydia J. Martin, Secretary, 
11529 Ke lIon Ave., 
Cleveland 6, Ohio. 

In addition, the Inter - Racial 

Teaching Committee assisted on one 
occasion in securing a Baha'i speak
er to fill an engagement offered by the 
NAACP for a meeting held in Charles
ton, West Virginia. The meeting was 
well attended and copies were dis
tributed of 'Abdu'I-Bahll.'s talk to this 
same organization, made in 1912. An· 
other meeting was arranged at Insti~ 
tute College, West Virginia. Both of 
these were practically ready-made 
opportunities just waiting for a Baha'i 
speaker. 

This committee will be glad to 
cooperate with any assembly or 
group having such opportunities 
to reach the colored population. 
Please let us know if, where and 
when such help is needed. 

Above is a. reprtJduction of a citaUO:l 
presented at a Brotherhood Week dinner 
io Evanston, Illinois. The North Sho~ 
Citizen's Committee, honoring outstand
ing work in furthering good human rela
nons. gave the award to the NaJional 
Spirliual Assern bly of the Baha:is of the 
United states for '~unequivocal recogni
tion of the equality of man under God." 
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BAHA'I NEWS SERVICE 
The Baha'i News Service an

nounces that two new pictures of the 
Baha'i House of Worship in Wil· 
mette, Illinois, are now available as 
one-column or two-column mats. 
These matrices are suitable for 
newspaper reproduction only. Order 
directly from Baha'i News Service, 
Richard C. Thomas, 6543 N. Camp
bell Avenue. Chicago 45, Illinois, en
closing $ 25 for each mat and in
dicating the column size desired. 

APRIL, 1954 

NAW RUZ CELEBRATIONS 
The Feast of Naw-Ritz, ushering in 

the Baha'i year 111, was celebrated 
throughout the world. From com
munities across the United States, 
the following reports have been 
gathered: 

At the request of the N a tiona! 
Spiritual Assembly, a Naw-Rliz 
gathering at the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Wilmette was arranged. 
The Evanston, Illinois, Baha'i Com
munity, assisted by the Chicago, 
Elmhurst, Maywood, Oak Park, Wil
mette and Winnetka communities, 
arranged the complete program. 
Foundation Hall was filled with be
lievers and their friends who heard 
readings on the reality of the spirit
ual springtime, taken from the writ
ings of Baha'u·lIa.h and 'Abdu'l-Baha 
and a short explanation of some of 
the significances of the Baha'I New 
Year. After this introduction, the 
entire gathering, quietly and with 
deep reverence, went up to the audi
torium for a service of worship. 

The Anchorage Recording District 
and Anchorage_ Alaska, Baha'i Com~ 
munities joined in giving a dinner 
for Baha'is and guests, followed by 
a Naw-Ruz program. 

Baha'is of Sparks, Fallon and Reno, 
Nevada, gave a New Year party for 
their Naw-Ruz guests. 

The Los Angeles, California, Baha'i 
Community held an all-day Naw-Ruz 
Open House Festival. Classes for 
seekers of all ages were held in the 
morning. At noon a buffet lunch was 
served. During the afternoon there 
were showings of color pictures of 
the Baha'i Gardens on Mount Carmel 
in Haifa and of the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Wilmette. Various dis
plays by Committees, designed to 
explain Baha'i activitles. made tours 
through the Los Angeles center 
interesting both for Baha'is and their 
guests. The center was bright with 
flowers, and during the afternoon 
the children sang songs. A throng of 
500 people visited the center during 
the day, making it necessary to 
present the program three times. 

Although reports are incomplete, it 
seems apparent that the celebration 
of Naw-Ruz is carrying the spirit of 
the Bahi!'! Faith to larger numbers 
through public hospitality keyed to 
the inner meaning of the return of 
spring. In many communities, adver .. 
tisements announced to the world at 
large the reasons why Baha'i's cele
brate Naw-Ruz and invited investi
gation of the Baha'l World Faith. 
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BAHA'I ON THE CAMPUS 
In North Carolina, on two differ

ent university campuses, Baha'i 
talks were presented to students and 
faculty members, recently. 

A pioneer to the Home Front goal 
of Winston-Salem spoke to 25 stu
dents of the senior class of the North 
Carolina State Teachers College in 
that city. The evening of the same 
day, two Baha'i speakers developed 
the theme HA New World Religion" 
before an audience of about 40 stu
dents assembled in Gerrard Hall at 
the University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill. A single Bahii 'j student 
had prepared the meeting, using 
posters throughout the campus, ra
dio notices and newspaper stories. 

The morning following the meet~ 
ing, an article uA Revelation of 
Baha'u'llah" filled two columns on 
the front page of The Dai!y Tar Hee!, 
the college paper. 

The student planning this cam
paign worked in close cooperation 
with the Area Teaching Committee 
and, through careful attention to de
tails~ assured the success of the 
meeting and the publicity, 

BAHA'I ON THE AIR 
Buffalo, New Y or k, reports a fi ve

minute talk, given over station WGR 
and regular announcements of Baha'i 
meetings and firesides over station 
WEBR. 

Reno, Nevada, reports a I5-min
ute talk given over station KOLO. 

In Miami, Florida, a radio inter
view on station WQAM and a 15-
minute talk over station WKAT were 
given. Also, station WIOD presents 
a regular program called, "Let's 
Look it Up". A question, "What is 
the Baha'i Faith". sent to this pro
gram, was answered by the director 
of the Miami Public Library. 

The Park Falls, Wisconsin, sta
tion, WPFP, has carried 18 Baha'i 
broadcasts and an eight-month con
tract assures continuance of the pro
grams. 

The Milwaukee Baha'i Community 
broadcast on the Inter-Faith radio 
program over station WTMJ. 

THE SPELL OF THE TEMPLE 
Widespread publicity for the Faith 

has resulted from a recent trip 
through the South by Mr. Allel) B. 
McDaniel, author of The Spell of 
the Temple. The High Point, North 
Carolina, Enterprise; Columbia, 
Soulll Carolina, State; Augusta, 

Georgia, HeTa~d, and Chronicle, Pine 
Castle News of Orlando, Florida, and 
other papers carried accounts of 
meetings and gave information 
about the significances of the Baha'i 
House of Worship. 

The book review section of Afro
American Newspapers in Baltimore, 
Maryland, said, in part, uThe Spell 
oj the Temple is a narrative, an 
absorbing story fun of human in
terest infused with human faith. 

j'There is also something more
the inexplicable power which so-call· 
ed spiritual truth and enlightenment 
offer the thoughts and actions of men, 

"Until one reads The Spell of the 
Temple, the structure itself, with 
its nine gardens and nine pools, is 
just another tribute of man to God, 
but after one reads McDaniel's book, 
the Temple becomes a symbol of 
Man's aspiration towards God." 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
Members of the Anchorage, Alas

ka, Baha'i Community were the 
guests of the Anchorage Recording 
District Community at an Intercal· 
ary Days party. 

The Ann Arbor, Michigan, Baha'i 
Community were hosts at the Lou
helen Baha'i School for the fourth 
in a series of monthly meetings held 
in that area. Students from the Uni
versity of Michigan conducted a 
symposium and the audience in
duded many exchange students 
from other lands. 

Arecibo, Puerto Rico, has its first 
settler, an instructor in the School 
of Nursing, who has her own home 
as a center for teaching activities, 

Over two hundred guests wit
nessed the first Baha'i wedding to 
be held in the Hamilton, Massachu
setts, Baha'i Center, The ceremony 
took place in the center gardens and 
was the occasion for front-page no
tices in the leading newspaper, 

Peoria, Illinois, Baha'is have car
ried forward a three-fold public re
lations program throughout the past 
winter: accepted invitations to pre
sent the Baha'i Faith before a class 
in Religion conducted at Bradley 
University, provided speakers. for 
classes and a Safari ty group during 
the University Inter-Faith Commis
sion's Religious Emphasis Week, 
and arranged a very successful 
Brotherhood Week program and tea 
which was attended by people of 
many races. At Bradley University. 
one Baha'i speaker was presented 

by the chairman, a college pro
fessor, as representing <La group in 
our city that not only talks about 
brotherhood, but practices it." 

Ponce, Puerto Rico, also has its 
first resident Baha'i. 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap
pella Choir. 

BAHA'! NEWS will publish regularly 
the weekly references of readings 
used, The programs for the month 
of March follow: 

Order of Devotions-March 7) 1954 

Man should know hts own sdf «nd knota 
those thing .. which lead to loftiness Of' to btUe
nus, to .shame or to h.on.or~ to afflue:rt« or CO 
pove1'ty .-BaM 'u 1lah. 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Almighty God of OU.,. FatheTs-Will James 

MHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Ba.hA 'f Prayers, p. M 
Bah.i.'i World Faith, pp. 167·168 
Gleanings, I'P. 65·66; p. 143 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalm 8 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 5:1-16 

QUR'AN 
Sura XXXV:16·19; II::?B6 

CHORAL SELECI"ION 
Naw We Sin.g Thll Praise-Tschesnokoft 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
GleaningS, pp. 259·260; pp. 77·78 
Prayers: and Meditations, CLXXIII, p. 264 

CHORAL SELECTION 
La, in the Time- Appcrintet:!.-Healey WUlan 

Order of Devotions-March 14, 1954 

1:rt aU Dfspen.sattorur the ~aw 01 pra~er haUt. 
cO:rtmt1cted a ju:rtda.mentat elmne1lt etf the 
Rsve!.ation. of a" the Prophets ot God. 

-Baha'u'lUh 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Almighty God at Ovr Fath~s-J'ames 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Baha'i Prayen, p, 4B 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Job 33:26. Psalms 50:14-115; 34:1-8; 117; 100; 

67 
NEW TESTAMENT 

M.ark 11:22-2&. Luke 11:5-13. Matthew 6:5·13 
CHORAL SELECTION 

AUelu:fa-RandaU Thompson 
QUR'AN 

Sura 11:147·148; Sura XI:116-117: Sura I 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Hidden Words of Bahi'u'llih (from the 
Arabic), No. 18, 43 

Kltab-f.lqan (The Book of Certitude). p, 3t 
Gleanings, pp, 294, .265, 266, Z43, 295 
Advent of Divine Justice. p. 70 
BaM.'i Prayers, p. 46 

CHORAL SELECTION 
hom the S-weet..scented strea7Jl.i (Prayer 01 

BaU'u')JAh)--Oliarles Wolcott 
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Order of Devotions-March 21, 1954 

o men! This is a matchl.es-s Day. Matchless 
mwt, likewise, be the tongue that ce!ebTateth 
the praise Of the Deri're of all nations, and 
ml1tchleu the deed that aspireth to be ac
ceptllble in His sight. The whole human. ,-ace 
hath longed jO'T this Day, that perchance it 
may fuliit that which weU beseemeth its sta
tion, and is worthy 01 its destiny. 

-BaM 'u '1Mb. 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Give Ear Unto My Prayer-Arcadelt 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, LXXI. p. 117 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Psalms 24; Micah 4; 1-5 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Revelation 21: 1·5 
QUR'AN 

SLtra LXXV, 1·]2 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Bless the Lord, 0 My Sout--Ippolitof·Ivanof 
BARA'I SACRED WRITmGS 
Gleani~s, CVI, p. 212; XVI, p. 3$; VII, p, 

10; 1\'. p. 6; V. P. 7 
The World Orde[' of BaM.'u'l18.h. W. 106-107 
Prayers and Meditatiuns, CLV, p. 248 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Cherubim Song-Btll'tnlansky 

Order of Devotions-March 28, 1954 

o M:u servants! Deprive not yourserves of 
the unjading and resplendent Light that shin. 
eth. within the Lamp r:rl Divtnl2 rJWry. Let the 
framl2 at the love of God bourn bright~y within 
!.I,,"T radiant hearts .-Baba 'u '1l8:h 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Let... all __ the.. Natiatu Praise_ fA,e..Lord-Volck

mer Leisring 
B,PoHA'1 ~ACRED WRITINGS 

BaM 'f Prayers, p_ 50 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Micah 4:1-7; Malachi 3:1-9,14-16 
QUR'AN 

Sura I; SUra XXII!; oM·54 
CFORAL SELECTION 

Hea:r My Cry, 0 God-Alexander Kopyloff 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Matthew 13:3-23 
BAHA'~ ~ACRED WRITINGS 

(;leanl.l1gs. up. 39.'5-326 
Pr1¥iers and Meditations, LXXIV, pp_ 121 

crr1RAL SELECTION 
The Lord's My Shepherd-aIT_ Gordon .Jacob 
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The Touchstone of Triumph 

"Not by the force of numbers. not 
by the mere exposition of a set of 
new and noble principles, not by an 
organized campaign of teaching-no 
matter how world-wide and elabo
rate in its character-not even by 
the staunchness of our faith or the 
exaltation of our enthusiasm, can we 
ultimately hope to vindicate in the 
eyes of a critical and sceptical age 
the supreme claim of the Abha reve
lation. One thing and only one thing 
will unfailingly and alone secure 
the undoubted triumph of this sacred 
Cause, namely, the extent to which 
our own inner life and private char
acter mirror forth in their manifold 
aspects the splendor of those 
eternal principles proclaimed by 
Baha'u'llah." 

-SHOGHI EFFENDI 

Baha'i Administration 
pag" 66 (1945 ed.) 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

World Crusade Chart. Compiled by 
Beatrice Ashton from letters of the 
Guardian to the twelve National 
Spiritual Assemblies and their an
nual conventions of April and May, 
1953, and from the Guardian's Sta
tistical Information and Supplement 
on the Ten Year Teaching Plan. The 
tasks and objectives are arranged 
by continents and related to each 
National Assembly. Column head
ings designating National Assem
blies may be colored with crayon to 
match colors used in the Guardian's 
map. This valuable aid in following 
the progress of the World Crusade 
includes a statistical summary of 
the goals. Excellent for use in local 
study classes, Area Conference dis
cussions, and for summer schools_ 
22 x 34, folded to 8 x 11 for mailing. 

Each ........... $ .20 
Twelve for ..... $2.00 

Color Magazine Reprint. Reprint of 
article on the Baha'i Faith entitled 
j~Baha'i Faith Symbolizes Unity", 
appearing in September, 1953 issue 
of Color Magazine. Contains eight 
photographs showing views of the 
Baha'i House of Worship interior and 
exterior, 'Abdu'l-Baha dedicating the 
Temple grounds, the National As
sembly, and other Baha'I groups, 

Four pages, 8'hxll, black on white. 

Five copies ........... $ .50 
Fifty copies ........... $4.25 

New Editions 
Hidden Words, fabrikoid. A new edi
tion in hard cover is now being 
printed and will be available ap
proximately April 24. Meanwhile, we 
are recording all orders and will ship 
when available. This new fabrikoid 
edition will be in deep red binding 
with gold stamping and is designed 
to be a, companion volume to the 
recent fabrikoid edition of The Seven 
Valleys. 
Price will continue to be ........ $1.25 

New Edition 01 Baha'i Prayers 
to be Published 
A revised and expanded edition of 
Baha'i Prayers is in preparation_ It 
will be pocket or purse size, with au
thentic translations of prayers not 
contained in previous editions. 

APRIL, \954 

The Baha'i Community. A summary 
of its foundation and organization. 
A new edition with an attractively 
designed cover, red stamping on 
grey morocco cover paper, is in the 
process of being printed and will be 
available about May 1. This book is 
essential to every Baha'i to orient 
him to administrative functioning in 
the Baha.~i Community. 

Each ................. $ .50 
Ten copies ........... $4.50 

Special Quantity Prices 
Communion With Gud. The small 
prayer book in tan, simulated leather 
cover is now offered at a special 
price to meet the growing demand of 
communities who wish to distribute 
these to contacts in large quantities. 

100 copies ........... $13.75 

Chicago Sunday Tribune Reorint. 
This reprint, containing colored illus
trations of the Temple floodlighted 
during the 1944 Centenary, is noW 
offered at a greatly reduced price. 
A special large lot price is also of
fered, valuable to committees plan
ning for state and county fair booths 
later this year. Reduced price: 

50 copies ........ " .. $1.00 
500 copies ............ $8.50 

The Baba'i House of '~torship. (Yel
low edition) This Temple pamphlet 
lS now available in lots of IO(} at five 
cents each. The price, two copies 
for fifteen cents, still prevails on 
smaller quantities. New price: 

100 copies ............ $5.00 

Destiny of the American Nation~ 

Listed on page 15 of the current 
literature catalog, has been reduced 
in price. 

Single copies ........ $ .05 
100 copies ............ $4.50 

Temporarily Out of Stock 
Baha'i Prayers, The Publishing Com· 
mittee is awaiting material for 
a new edition of the prayer book. 
This will contain many prayers not 
in the present edition_ Please watch 
for announcement in this section of 
BAHA l f NEWS and order then. Price 
not yet available_ 

Out of Stock 
Words for the World. The supply 
of these records is now exhausted 
and orders can no longer be filled_ 
If more are to be manufactured, 
a notice will be printed in BAHAl f 
NEWS. 
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Know Your Literature 

The Mission of Baha'u'lhih and other 
literary pieces. By George Town
shend. (George Ronald, Publisher). 
This book has been among our publi
cations for nearly a year, but many 
are not familiar with it. The title es
say, the Mission of Baha'u'llili was 
once in pamphlet form, now out of 

print. Other subjects are: 'Abdu'l
Bahii, a Study of a Christlike Char· 
acter; Queen Marie of Rumania and 
the Baha'i Faith; The Call to God, a 
Meditation; The Letters of 'Abdu'l· 
Baha. Another essay, The Wellspring 
of Happiness, rings with the gladness 
that is his who recognizes the Mes
senger of God, the "joy bringer and 
the herald of the kingdom of happi· 

ness," and the victory for the one 
who rises to serve his Lord. 

This book also contains some 
poems, including one dedicated to 
'Abdu'l-Baha and accepted by him 
in 1920. 

Available in blue, hard cover bind
ing. 

Price ............ $2.25 
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DIRECTORY ADDITIONS AND CHANGES 

local Spi ritual A~sem b lies 

Arizona 

Tucson: Mrs. Isabelle S. Dodge, Secy. pro tern. 2833 East 
2nd St. 

California (North) 
Burlingame: Mrs. Eleanor C, Allen, 1109 Killarney Lane 
Millbrae: Mrs. Viviana Lisota, 81 Camino Alto 
Oakland: Mr. Paul S. Jones, 86 Glen Ave. 

California (South) 
BeverJy Hills: Mrs. LUi Olitzki-Herman, 426 A North Oakhurst 
Burbank: Mrs, Lou Vena Wells, 250 North Orchard St. 
Chula Vista: Mrs. Zelma J. Krug, 166 3rd St., Apt. 1 
Elmonte Jud. Dist.: Mrs. Henri N. Heller, 10037 East Olive 

St.. Temple City 
Glendale Jud. Dist.: Mr. W. R. McIntyre, Chairman, 2414 East 

Moreno St., La Crescenta 
Long Beach: Mrs. Mattie Russell Allen, 2005 East 7th St. 
San Diego: Mr . .Tohn Stroessler, 4202 56th St, 
Santa Barbara: Mr, Edward P. C. Connaughton, 1636 Anacapa 
South Bay Jud. Dist.: Mrs. Ernest P. Haukedahl, Secy. pro 

tern, 4715 West 165th St., Lawndale 
West Hollywood: Mr. Robert H. King, 12821,i North Sweetzer 

Ave., Hollywood 46 

Colorado 
Jefferson County: Mrs. Elizabeth Clark. Wah-Keeney Park, 

Route 1, Evergreen 

District of Columbia 
Washington: Miss Bernice Bernardo, c/o Baha'i Center, 1611 

Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 

Illinois (North) 

Batavia: Mrs. Charles Ella Stoakley, 449 Madison st. 
Elmhurst: Miss Phylli~ M. Rachau, 458 Fairview Ave. 

Indiana 
Indianapolis: Miss Leah A. Spence, 1215 Continental Hotel 

Louisiana 
New Orleans: Mrs. Margaret o. Maurer, 1623 General Taylor 

Maryland: 
Prince George County; Mrs. A. Esther Sibole, 4903 Alton St., 

S.E., Boulevard Heights 

Massachusetts 
Boston: Mrs. Marion Repper, 175 Dartmouth St. 
Cambridge: Mrs. Louise K. Sayward. 50 Follen St. 

Michigan 
Ann Arbor: Mrs. Bernjce D. Anderson, 718 North 4th Ave. 

Missouri 
Independence: Mr. Claude K. Winans, 1015 West Maple 
Kansas City: Mrs, Emma Walkup, Secy. pro tern, 3509 East 

25th St. 

Nevada 
Reno: :Mrs. Ethel McAllaster, 762 West 6th 

New Hampshire 
Portsmouth: Mrs. Ruth Silva, Secy. pro tern, 24 Salter St, 

New York (West) 
Geneva: Mrs. Adeline Kurzweg, Chairman, 444 Exchange st, 
Rochester: Miss Elizabeth Brooks, 158 Merriman St. 
Waterloo: Mr. John Flood. 3 Seneca st. 

Ohio 
Cleveland: Mrs. Eleanor H. Reeves. 1539 East Boulevard, 

Apt. 7 

Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City: Mrs. Alice C. Entzminger, 511'ta North West 

13th st. 

Pennsylvania 
Westchester: Mrs. Jane Lear Talley, 205 West Market St. 

Rhode Island 
Providence: Mrs. Edith Carpenter, 113 Congress Ave. 

South Carolina 
North Augusta: Mr. Morgan Barton, Chairman, 428 Barton 

Ave. 

South Dakota 
Sioux Fails: Mrs . Nellie Fenton, Room 206, Van Eps Building, 

8th and Phillips Ave. 

Tennessee 
Memphis: Miss Johanna Zimmerman, Box 591.3 
Nashville: Miss Nellie J. Roche, 2325 Ellil10n Place 

Vermont 
West Brattleboro: Mrs. Isabel Horton, 410 Western Ave. 

Wisconsin 
Racine: Mrs. Anna L. Nelsen,. 4607 Victory Ave. 
Brookfield Twp.: Mrs, Lillian Erby, Box 443, Rt. 4, Waukesha 

Puerto Rico 
San Juan: Mrs. Maria T. Martin de Irizarry, P.O. Box 1869 
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HOLY DAYS 
April 21-May 2, Feast of Ri~van 

(Declaration of Bahil'u'lIah) 
April 21, First day of Rig.van 

(about 3:00 P.M.) 
April 29, Ninth day of Ridvim 
May 2, Twelftb day of R;~van 
May 23, Declaration of the Bab 

{May 22, about 2 hours after sun
setl 

May 29, Ascension of Baha'u'llah 
{3:00 A.M.l 

FEASTS 
April 9-.Talal, Glory 
April 28-.Tamal, Beauty 
May 17-(A;amatt Grandeur 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 
April 29-May 2 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETING 
April 28 

National Saha'i Addresses 
NATIONAL BAHA'f ADMINISTRATIVE 

HEAnQUABTmS : 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

NATIONAL TREAsUHm: 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks Payable to: 
Na.tional BaJu\,7f Fund 

BAHA. 'f PUBLISHrNG COMMIT'I'EE: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Bmii'f NEW S : 
Editorial Office: 

110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, illinois 

Subscription and 
change of address: 

112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

UG~ory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. a Lord Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace . .. u 

-lAbdu'I-Baha 

Los Angeles, California-Miss Truella 
Baker to Mr. Charles MacQuarrie, 
February 26, 1954. 

Chicago, IllinOis-Miss Carol Schulz 
to Mr. Lyman B. Bardin, December 30, 
1953. 
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The Wellspring of H0l"pin ... 
"Everyone can be hat:Jpy and 

ought to be. God expects it and en
joins it. Every Revelation CElmes as 
Glad Tiding., bidding man be glad 
and giving him cause to be. Every 
Prophet has found men wandering 
in sadness and misery and has re
buked them for it. He has called 
them away from the things that pro
duce unhappiness, from anxiety and 
worry and cupidity, from fear of the 
future, from anticipation of evil t 

from lack of hope and faith. He 
has opened to them a way of escape, 
promised them deliverance from 
evil, and the attainment, by God's 
grace, of a happiness thai will satisfy 
and endure. Now in our time the 
Prophet of the New Age into which 
we are entering, Baha'u'llab, gives 
once again the ancient glad tidings
tidings of a happiness poured forth 
from heaven on all men everywhere 
in even greater abundance. yes, in 
far, far greater abundance than ever 
in the history of the past-" 

By George Townshend in 
liThe Mission of BaM'u'U.d.h" 

(and otheT literary pieces.) 

APRIL, 1954 

«Death praffereth unto every con~ 
fident believer the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer af gladness. It canfeTTeth the 
gift of everlasting Hie." 

-Baha'u'llah 

Mrs. Mary Druckmill.er 
Springfield, Missouri 
December 31, 1953 

Mrs. Pauline Spieb: 
Chicago, Illinois 
February 8, 1954-

Mr. Reynold V. Krahl 
New Haven, Connecticut 
February 14, 1954 

Mr. Victor Fourcher 
Augusta, Georgia 
February 19, 1954 

Mrs. Betty G. Cole 
Randsburg, CalifOrnia 
February 20, 1954 

Mr. George C. Finks 
Los Angeles, California 
February 20, 1954 

Mrs. Ellyn F. Logan 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
February 20, 1954 

Mrs. Eleanor Tapert 
Chicago, illinois 
March 4, 1954 

Mrs. Bernice B. Neal 
St. Petersburg, Florida 
March 5, 1954-

Mrs. Grace Decker 
Des Moines, Iowa 
March 6, 1954 

Mrs. Villa Vaughn 
Eliot, Maine 
March 6, 1954 

Mr. J. D. Marques 
Honolulu, Territory of Hawaii 
March 7. 1954 

Mrs. Edith Bail 
Muskegon, Michigan 
March 12. 1954 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. Copies are sent withcrut 
charge to Bah;1'is throughout the United States. and to Baha'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose is to keep mem. 
bers ot the Faith informed of international, national and local Baha'i developments, and serve as an organ for the distribution ot 
messages written by the Guardian ot the Faith, the international Baha'i Council. and the general announcements prepared by the 
American National Spiritual Assembly. 
Reports, plans, news items and -photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of othel' lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the tenth day of the month 
preced.ing the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1953-1954: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Man
aging Editor; Mr. David Ned Blaclaner, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton. Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: no Linden Avenue, Wilmette, IllinOis, U.S.A. 
Change ot Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
IlliBo1s, U.S.A.. 
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UNFOLDMENT OF THE 
INSTITUTION OF THE HANDS 
OF THE CAUSE 

Message from the Guardian 

To all the Hands of the Cause and 
all National Assemblies of the Ba
ha'i World: 

Hail emergence (of the) unfold
ment (in the) opening years (01 the) 
second epoch (of the) lormative age 
(01 the) Baha'i Dispensation (01 the) 
august Institution foreshadowed (by 
the) Founder (of the) Faith (and) 
lormally established (in the) Testa
ment (of the) Center (of) His Cove
nant, closely associated {in) pro
visions (of the) same Will (with) In
stitution (of the) Guardianship, des
tined (to) assume (in the) fuliness 
(of) time, under (the) aegis (01 the) 
Guardian, (the) dual sacred respon
sibility (for) protection (and) propa· 
gation (of the) Cause (of) Bah"
'u'llah. 

Desire (to) pay warm tribute (to 
the) services rendered severally 
(and) collectively (by) appointed 
Hands (at the) World Center (01 the) 
Faith (and in) territories beyond its 
confines. 

Greatly value (their) support (in 
the) erection (of the) Bab's Sepul
cher (on Mt.) Carmel; (in) reinforc
ing ties (with the) newly emerged 
State (ol) Israel; (in the) extension 
(of the) International Endowments 
(in the) Holy Land; (in the) initia
tion (of the) preliminary measures 
(for the) establishment (of the) 
Baha'i World Administrative Center, 
as well as (in their) participation 
(in) four successive Intercontinental 
Teaching Conferences; (in their) ex· 
tensive travels (in) African terri. 
tories, (in) North, Central (and) 
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J\oIain gate of the Garden 6f Ridvan at B"hji near the World Center at Haifa. Israel. 
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South America, (in the) European, 
Asiatic (and) Australian Continents. 

(This) newly constituted body, em
barked (On) its mission (with) such 
auspicious circumstances, (is) now 
entering (the) second phase (of) its 
evolution signalized (by) forging (of) 
ties (with the) National Spiritual As
semblies (of the) Baha'i World (for 
the) purpose (of) lending them 
assistance (in) attaining (the) objec
tives (of the) Ten Year Plan. 

(The) hour (is) ripe (for the) fif
teen Hands residing outside (the) 
Holy Land (to) proceed during 
Ri<;lvim (with the) appointment, (in) 
each continent separately, from 
among (the) resident Baha'is (of) 
that Continent, (of) Auxiliary 
Boards, whose members, acting 
(as) deputies, assistants (and) ad· 
visers (of the) Hands, must increas
ingly lend (their) assistance (for 
the) promotion (of the) interests 
(of the) Ten Year Crusade. 

Advise (the) Hands (of the) Asiat· 
ie, American (and) European Con
tinents (to) convene (in) ,:\,ihn,n, 
Wilmette (and) Frankfurt respec· 
tively (for the) purposes (of) con
sultation (and) nomination. 

(The) Hands (of the) Cause (of 
the) African (and) Australian Con
tinents must exercise (their) func
tions (in) Kampala (and) Sydney re
s pectively. 

(The) Auxiliary Boards (of the) 
American, European (and) African 
Continents must consist (of) nine 
members each, (of the) Asiatic 
(and) Australian continents (of) sev· 
en (and) two respectively. 

(The) allocation (of) areas (in) 
each continent to (the) members (of 
the) Auxiliary Boards, as well as 
subsidiary matters regarding (the) 
development (of the) activities (of 
the) newly appointed bodies, (and 
the) manner (of) coil a bor a tion (with 
the) National Spiritual Assemblies 
(in their) respective Continents, (is) 
left to the) discretion (of the) 
Hands. 

All Boards must report (and) be 
responsible (to the) Hands charged 
(with) their appointment. 

(The) Hands (of) each Continent 
(in) their turn must keep (in) close 
touch (with, and) report (the) result 
(of the) nominations (and) progress 
(of the) activities (of the) Boards 
(to the) National Assemblies (in 
their) respective continents, as well 
as (to the) four Hands residing (in 
the) Holy Land destined (to) act 

(as) liaison between themselves 
(and the) Gllardian (of the) Faith. 

Urge (the) initiation (of) five Con· 
tinental Baha'i Funds which, as they 
develop, will increasingly facilitate 
(the) discharge (of the) functions as
signed (to the) Boards. 

Transmitting five thousand pounds 
(as) my initial contribution (to) be 
equally divided (among the) five 
Continents. 

Appeal (to the) twelve National 
Assemblies (and) individuals (to) in
sure (a) steady augmentation (of 
these) Funds through annual assign
ment (in) National Blldgets (and by) 
individual contributions. 

Advise transmit contributions (to) 
Varqa, Holley, Giachery, Banani 
(and) Dunn acting (as) Trustees (of 
the) Asiatic, American, European, 
African (and) Australian Funds re
spectively. 

Fervently supplicating (at the) 
Holy Threshold (for an) unprece
dented measure (of) blessings (on 
this) vital (and) indispensable organ 
(of the) embryonic .land) steadily 
unfolding Baha'i Administrative Or
der, presaging (the) emergence (of 
the) World Order (of) Bah"'u'll,,h 
which must pave (the) way (for the) 
establishment (of the) World Civil
ization destined (to) attain ma
turity (in the) course (of) succes
sive Dispensations (in the) Five 
Thousand Century Baha'i Cycle. 

Airmail copies (to) all Hands and 
National Assemblies. 

-Sm""" 
April 6, 1954 
(transmitted through Dr. Ugo Giach

ery, Hand of the Cause) 

COMMENTARY, NATIONAL. SPIRITUAL A5SEMEILY 

Beloved Baba'i Friends: 
The message cabled by the Guard· 

ian on April 5, 1954, marks a new 
stage in the evolution of the Baha'i 
Faith. To the Hands of the Cause 
the Guardian has assigned the func
tion of "forging ties" with the Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies in order 
to lend them "assistance in attain
ing the objectives of the Ten Year 
Plan. " 

The Hands of the Cause, appointed 
by the Guardian, are in their work 
outside the administrative realm in 
that they are responsible directly to 
the Guardian. Their general flUlction 
is twofold: to protect the Cause and 
to propagate its truths. Their pur
pose and their actions reinforce the 
administrative bodies and their par
ticular teaching agencies. 

MAY, 1954 

,"Yhat we witness now is the birth 
of a new Baha'i Institution, a new 
instrument through which the 
Guardian's spiritual power can flow 
forth to the Baha'is, particularly 
those concerned with the Ten Year 
Plan. 

As a new Institution, its unfold
ment will be gradual, from seed to 
tree. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

SIXTH PIONeER REPORT 
The N.ational Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of the United States 
is happy to announce the arrival of 
the following pioneers at their posts 
in World Crusade goal areas. 
ARRIVALS IN VIRGIN AREAS 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dayton 
arrived in the Leeward Islands 
February 14, 1954. 

Mrs. Gail Fiske Avery arrived in 
Baranof Island February 15. 

Mr. Charles Duncan and Mr. 
Harry Clark arrived in Brunei 
February 19. 

Dr. Leland Jensen arrived in Re
union Island March 25. 

Mrs. Olivia Kelsey and Miss Flor~ 
ence Ullrich arrived in Monaco 
March 29. 

Mrs. Gayle Woolson arrived in the 
Galapagos Islands April 9. 

Mrs. Bula M. Stewart arrived in 
Mbabane, Swaziland, April 12. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Suhm and 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Walters ar~ 

rived in Tangier, Morocco, Interna
tional Zone, A priI 12. 

Mrs. Kay Zinky arrived in Mag
dalen Island April 15. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Allen arrived 
in Mbabane, Swaziland, April 19. 
ARRIvALS IN CONSOLIDATION AREAS 

Miss Margaret Lentz arrived in 
ViGnna, Austria. April 1. 

EXPLOITING THE FAITH 
A number of instances have been 

reported in recent months concern
ing the exploitation of believers in 
groups and communities through 
loans obtained under false pretenses. 

In certain cases the visitor may 
be a member of the Faith, in others 
he merely claims to be but has no 
identification card. 

It is regrettable indeed to have to 
warn the friends that precaution is 
necessary when the visitor is per-
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sonally unknown by the local be
lievers. Credentials must be re
quested. If the visitor asks for a 
Joan, the matter should be handled 
through consultation and action not 
taken by any individual believer out 
of kindness of heart. In these situa· 
tions involving false pretenses, the 
handing over of funds does not solve 
the problem. It only defers the dis
honest visitor's obligation to face 
the facts, and wastes money which 
might otherwise serve the Cause. 
Usually the exploiter does n'1t feel 
gratitude, but contempt for the vic
tim of his scheme. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEl\4BLY 

PIONEER LETTERS 
Continuing the report on World 

Crusade developments in the pio
neer areas of the globe, the National 
Spiritual Assembly shares the fol
lowing excerpts from pioneer letters 
with the believers. 

Excerpts from Pioneer Letters to 
the Asia Teaching Committee 

Elly Beeking, Dutch New Guinea. 
Hollandia, November 24, 1953. 

"When I went to Stockholm I had 
not the slightest idea to become a 
pioneer. I thought that I knew too 
little of the Faith, and teaching the 
Faith would be a very difficult task. 
I indeed had plans to go to New 
Guinea, to build, together with my 
fiance, our future. I hope that I am 
worthy to be called a pioneer, and 
that God will make a useful instru
men t of both of us. 

uHollandia consists of two parts: 
Hollandia Haven, where I live t and 
Hollandia Town, about half an hour 
from here .. There is only one 
cinema and a yacht club .. There 
are Government offices mostly. 
There are also shops and an import 
company and a company building 
houses and streets. There are possi
bilities for farmers too. 

HI have taken with me some pam
phlets and Esselmont. It will be 
very nice if you can mail me some 
more pamphlets. From the Guard
ian I received a letter in the same 
post as yours. I am very excited 
about it!" 
Charles DWlcan and Harry Clark, 
North Borneo. (En route to Brunei) 

Lalrnan, January 20, 1954. "Be
sides the British (and us) there are 

three types of people here at Labuan. 
The Malays, the Chinese and the 
Indians . . . Everyone is friendly 
and frankly curious about us. Some 
speak very good English and we 
have had little conversations in the 
shops. We have tried out our Malay 
in the shops buying things. One 
doesn't get a chance to say much 
except 'How much are these'?" But 
they are always a little surprised 
and pleased when we try to talk 
their language (at least, they al
ways smile. Perhaps it's because we 
speak so badly). At any rate, they 
chatter back rapidly and we can't 
understand a word. It 

Jessdton, February 1, 1954. "We 
like it here in North Borneo very 
much. . The people inland have 
dance and music of their own. It is 
mostly traditional. It is used at fu
nerals, weddings, births. They give 
parties and people play on gongs, 
and others dance ... However, no 
one ever plays on the instruments 
just because. it sounds nice and no 
one ever dances because it looks 
pretty. The two go together for fes
tive occasions. We came across a 
lovely instrument called the sempo
tan. It is made of a gourd and eight 
bamboo tubes. It has a soft beauti
ful sound." 

Jesselton, February 11, 1954. "By 
the time this letter reaches you we 
shall be in Brunei. We are leaving 
Jesselton for Labuan. On Monday 
we will ride the launch for Labuan 
to Brunei. We already have made 
reservations at the Rest House there. 

nIt is difficult to describe what a 
lovely place North Borneo is. We 
have taken trips to some of the 
neighboring villages. All of them 
have been touched more or less by 
western civilization but there is a 
great deal left of their own charac
ter. The houses are on stilts and the 
roofs are usually thatched with palm 
leaves and the walls of palm leaves 
or split bamboo . . . As we walk 
through the villages, women and 
children are usually standing or sit
ting in the doorways looking out. 
They sometimes nod and smile. The 
children are a constant joy. 

HWe have attended the Tamu in 
Tuaran and at Kota Belud. These 
Tamus are markets where the local 
people bring their produce, fish, fab· 
rics, baskets, etc., to sell. They come 
in their local costumes and the whole 
event is colorful, enjoyable. 
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"Both in Tuaran and Kota Belud 
there are many Dusuns. These are 
one of the original races of people 
in Borneo. Their faces are full of 
character and are frequently very 
good-looking. There are also many 
Bajaus. They are also an original 
people here. 

"We commemorated the I9-day 
feasts in Labuan and Kota Belud ... 
We hope we will find in Brunei the 
same honesty that characterizes the 
people here. They don't steal; 
neither do they have the palm ex
tended for each little favor they do. 
People from Singapore are amazed 
at the way Europeans here leave 
their windows and doors wide open. 
We find ourselves taking less pre
caution than we would in the 
States. " 

Frances Heller, Macao. 

Hong Kong, September 26, 1953. 
"We no sooner docked than things 
began to happen, My first stop was 
Pan American. Then the hotel. This 
was followed up by a telephone call 
about three minutes after arriving 
in my room. Already they wanted 
to take me to Macao on this tour. 

"Yesterday afternoon I took the 
ferry to the Kowloon side of Hong 
Kong. I was strolling around the 
shops when (being a woman) a 
Chinese brocade dress attracted my 
eye. A man came out and invited 
me in to look at it. I really cared 
not to go in, but I let him talk me 
right into it. It finally turned out 
that he was the only Baha'i in Hong 
Kong! . . . Of course we all know 
that only GQd could get Baha'is t<>
gether in this way. For this I am 
more than grateful. 

"So far everything has been like 
walking through electric doors! PP 

Macao, October 24, 1953. "You not 
only must have a Macao visa but 
one for another country. I have one 
for Japan. This must be told to 
pioneers thinking of Macao. About 
employment, that is impossible, for 
there are so many refugees from 
Shangbai here waiting to get into 
the U.S.A., Brazil and Australia. I 
do not know about business men. 
That would probably be different, 
for they could create employment 
for the people here which would be 
an aid to the governme!1t." 

Macao, Octo be,. 29, 1953. "Arrived 
in Macao October 20. About two days 
later was told about a house to let. 
I looked into the matter and ole-
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cided to take it. Moved in on the 
24th. Yesterday they finally con
nected the water, and today the 
lights. Had bamboo beds, chairs, 
etc., made. So now I feel l~ke a 
citizen. 

"My friendly neighbors are read
ing the New Era. Everyone has been 
wonderful. I do not feel like a 
stranger here. Pray that we will do 
the will of God. 

"About teaching--my capacity, I 
feel, is that of a babe of two, which 
makes me very aware of 'making 
haste slowly.' For I feel that I am 
here to Jearn to be a Baha'i more 
~an to teach. Of course, at every 
opportunity I say 'justice,' 'trnity in 
the love of God,' 'equality of rac2"s,' 
'equality of men and women,' 'prej
udices must be forgotten.' 

"Macao is overloaded with W1em~ 
ployment. But for Baha'is who have 
an income----this is the place! In the 
words of the 'world at large,' it is 
a place to retire-peaceful, quiet and 
,vi th a good clim ate, 

"Sunday there were four boys 
here. and they enj oyed so much 
reading from the Hidden Words, and 
The Bahci'i Pattern of Life. They are 
now reading the New E·ra . .. , The 
thing is just to make friends .and 
wait for them to ask.r And they do." 

November 21~ 1953. "Received two 
letters and a telegram from the 
Scherers, informing me of the ar
rival of our beloved Hand of the 
Cause and Baha'i brother, Mr. 
Khcidem. I could not go to meet him 
f~; there was a typhoon warning, 
and with plane delays, etc., sat at 
home praying to speak to him over 
the telephone at least. . About 
6:30 a.m. yesterday, my door began 
to rattle. I went from my bed to 
answer the call, and who should be 
there but Mr. 15.1uidem . We went 
about 1\.'l.acao, met the neighbors, and 
had lunch with one." 

Loretta and Carl Scherer, Macao. 
Macao, December 9, 1953. "We 

finally made it, arriving late last 
night. Although Frances had not reo 
ceived our letter due to Portuguese 
holiday, we had no difficulty in find
ing her. Our visa is for seven days 
and we are already working towards 
an extension. 

"Business prospects look good but 
it will take four to six months be
fore we can expect any returns. 
Sales are being made but import and 
export licenses and shipments will 
require considerable time." 

Macao) December 15, 1953. "Good 
news. We were informed today that 
we will secure a visa for two to four 
years as per the application which 
we filed in San Francisco. The pap
Ers are to be issued tomorrow to 
cover this permit. 

''Concerning Formosa, anyone who 
wants to pioneer there will have 
a wonderful opportunity ... Anyone 
going to Formosa is advised to take 
.as much household equipment along 
.:.s possible. No radios, as same re
qu;re special license to be issued by 
the g::)Vernment ... The electric cur
rent is 110 voltage. Here in Macao it 
is also 110 volts." 

Macao, January 12, 1954. "Our 
apartment is comfortable, five 
rooms and bath. Cooking is done on 
individual kerosene stoves, which 
take a little getting used to. 

"Sunday we had seven attending 
our fireside which was held at 
Frances' home. The friends are most 
anxious to hear about the Faith. The 
session lasted three and a half hours. 
Not having an oven I made a batch 
of doughnuts and they went over 
big-something you cannot buy here. 

"The climate has been nice
warm in the daytime, cool after the 
sun goes down. The flowers are 
]ovely and I am very happy this is 
a green country." 

Macao, January 28, 1954. "There 
is plenty of housing available. Macao 
living costs are moderately reason
able in comparison to the other cities 
I visited. 

"Arden Thur visited us and 
Frances over the past weekend, and 
it was wonderful to spend some time 
with another Baha'i ... A social is 
being planned on February 28 for 
all our friends here." 

CANADA 
Summer Conferences 

The Canadian Baha~i News an
nounces that the Ontario Summer 
Conference will be held at Geneva 
Park, Lake Couchiching, from July 
31 to August 7. For information, 
write to: 

Mrs. Noreen Keith-Beattie 
34 Thorncrest Road 
Toronto 18, Ontario. 
Also, it is announced that a Baha'i 

Summer School will be held from 
August 29 to September 5 at Banff, 
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Alberta All correspondence for this 
school should be addressed to: 

Mrs. Nell Murray 
9849, 87th Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta. 

GERMANY 
The following excerpts from let

ters written by pioneers were taken 
from Bahci'i Nachrichtell~ pUblica
tion of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of Germany 
and Austria. 
From Mr. Amin Banani (translated 
from the German) 
Athens~ Greece. "The first day I ar
rived in Greece I telegraphed our be
loved Guardian, as I had been ad
vised in Stockholm. In his answer he 
assured me of his prayers. I hope 
that with the help of his prayers a 
miracle will happen which will en
able me to remain. I beg you all. 
dear friends, also to pray that I may 
remain in Greece. 

"In the days that I have been 
looking for work I tried also to col
lect information which could help 
further pioneers. Following is what 
I have learned: When a foreigner 
comes to Greece he must receive 
two permits after he has arrived; 
one is the permit to remain (from 
the police), the other is the work 
permit (from the Minister of Labor). 
If the person concerned is not seek
jng work and does not need to make 
a living to support himself but lives 
as a student on his own means, he 
needs only the permit to remain. 
Both permits a re very hard to get. 
but the work permit is much more 
difficult than the other. All in all 
there are few jobs which a foreigner 
can find in Greece. In general, only 
people with highly technical train
ing and professions like engineers 
(especially for electricity and ex
perts in current distribution) have 
a chance. On the other hand, people 
with a general liberal education 
have fundamentally no chance. The 
only exception to this rule would be 
that for the moment there might be 
a beginning for one who could teach 
English in Crete. But this person 
must be self-supporting, for the pay 
is so low that it is not sufficient for 
a family of two or three persons. 

"The best thing for future pioneers 
is to contact the head offices of 
firms and try to be sent to Greece 
as their representatives. 

"I might also add that living in 
Greece is rather expensive. It is 



BAHA'I NEWS 

First Balu/I Group of Nassa.u, Ba-barna Islands. From left to right: Mrs. Nina MaUht
seD~ Mr. A. F. Matthisen, Miss Leanna Curwin., Mrs. Gail Curwin, Mr. Gerald Curwin 

and MIss Mary Jane Maithisen. 

possible to find places to live but 
they are very expensive. Naturally, 
Athens is much more so than the 
provinces and Crete." 

From Miss Elsa Maria Grossmann. 
(translated from the German) 

Westerland, Syit, October 24, 1953, 
"Sylt is, with all its localities -

Westerland with 10,000 inhabitants 
is the largest and, indeed, the only 
city---decidedly a bath resort. The 
who!e island lives on this business, 
with it its existence stands and falls 
and it puts its stamp on everything. 

"The people are friendly and open 
and of good manners. The old Fris
ian culture as well as the Frisians 
themselves are not very much in the 
foreground. 

"The fact that the nearness of the 
sea causes tile houses to fall to 
pieces quickly and they therefore 
must be replaced more often, and 
that the means of livelihood, tex~ 
tiles, etc., must be transported 
chiefly from the mainland makes 
living on Sylt very expensive. 

"The work here is until now not 
so easy. The difficulty is that as a 
health-resort patient one does not 
come in contact with the natives 
very much and they, in spite of 
friendliness and willingness to be of 
service, have .a very hemmed-in ex
istence. Moreover, the North Ger
mans are very reserved about the 
health business. One who has ac
quaintances or makes them in the 
hotel sits with them in the resort 
rooms or takes walks with them; 
otherwise everyone keeps to him-

self. Getting to know anyone well 
simply isn't done. 

"Meanwhile., I went also to the 
other places and villages and vis
ited all the resort offices to seek 
('very oPl?ortunity and to be with 
people. Then there is also a school, 
a culture circle and a woman's 
group. I shall also go to the'r talks 
as soon as they take place." 

From Mr. Rolf Haug (Translated 
from the German.) 
Crete, October 6, 1953: !IIt is al
most a week since I left you. These 
have not been days of little signifi· 
cance, for I have sensed and seen in 
many things the evidence that God 
is All-Present and protects and 
guides us wonderfully. 

"When I arrived in Athens, Amin 
and his wife and child met me. 

<lWe went to their home, which lies 
below the Acropolis and is truly 
beautiful. In the evening Dwight and 
Car01 Allen came, the other Ameri
can couple here. With them I was to 
find shelter during the days I w.as in 
Athens. They also have a wonderful 
home, not yet completed, but also 
very beautifully situated. They have 
all helped me a great deal. In the 
evening we prayed on the balcony. 
Sunday we met together and spoke 
of the first undertakings in the Baha'i 
work in Greece. A secretary was 
elected to keep the German Euro
pean Teaching Committee in touch 
with what is going on. 

"On Monday at 6 p.m. I left Athens 
and arrived in Iraklion on Tuesday, 
October 6, at 8 a.m. Here great dif
ficulties arose. But ... how overpow-
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ering is the power of prayer. Hardly 
had I prayed, when everything went 
wonderfully. Through his help I 
ha ve been able to get something 
wonderful, and that on the first day. 

"I found a room for one night. 
After I settled what was necessary 
and, before all, had prayed, I went 
to look for a German who was mar
ried here. Immediately I was able 
to meet people who could help me. 
By evening I already had a job, 
provisionally. with the greatest ex
port company here. I have much to 
thank this family for and I pray for 
them Baha'u'llah's blessing. 

"As for teaching, that does not go 
so quickly, to overcome the diffi
cult~es of language. It was possible 
for me to come- in contact with 
youth of my age. We made a tour 
of Cnossus on Sunday and we spoke 
of the Baha'i Faith but I could not 
make myself Wlderstood very well 
because neither side could speak 
English. However, I could get some 
insight into the Church. People set 
great value on liturgy; service to 
God runs in strongly circumscribed 
channels. At many places they 
crossed themselves, especially when 
the pries t, one time one with a gold 
mantle, another time holding high a 
golden Bible, called out through the 
church, or when incense was burning 
in a lamp. The prayers were 
chanted. as in Persia ... " 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
The Journal of the Illinois State 

Historical Sodety, Spring, 1954, con· 
tains an article, "Illinois In 1953," 
compiled by James N. Adams, 
which gives a daily summary of the 
principal events taking place in 
Illinois during 1953. Under May 2, 
1953 we find: "The first Baha'i Tem
ple in the Western Hemisphere, 
located at Wilmette, thirty-three 
years in building, is formally dedi
cated. " 

The National Geographic Mag
azine for December, 1953. in an 
article on Illinois, made this refer
ence to the Temple: "At Wilmette 
on the lake shore a few miles north 
of Evanston is the Baha'i House of 
Worship, the white-domed temple 
of a faith founded in Persia a Cen
tury ago by a religious leader, 
Baha'u'Uah. Baha'i Temple is dedi
cated to the unity of all peoples and 
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religions, Wliversal education and 
language, and world peace." 

The A merican Swedish Monthly 
for February, 1954. contains an illus
trated article, "The Baha'i Faith," 
by Cynthia Olson. The item of 
topical interest was its reference to 
the Baha'i banquet in the To'WIl 
Hall of Stockholm during the third 
Intercontinental Teaching Confer
ence last July. On this basis Mrs. 
Olson proceeded to write a very fine 
summary of the teachings .and the 
international spread of the Faith. 
The illustrations, filling the tops of 
two facing magazine pages, were 
reproduced from a photo of the 
Shrine of the Bab and three photos 
of the House of Worship. 

Emphasizing the international re
percussions of Dorothy Beecher 
Baker's tragic but glorious death 
comes a copy of Daily N ews ~ Co
lombo, Ceylon, dated January 12, 
1954, with a "Stop Press" reference 
to Mrs. Baker and the Baha', Faith 
issued by Reuter's, London. 

Many references are made to the 
Faith in the daily press these days, 
but the featured articles appearing 
in Des Moines Sunday Register, 
March 21, 1954, and in The Arizona 
Republic, Phoenix, April 3, have 
special interest. The Sunday Regis
ter presented the Faith around the 
theme of Baha'i New Year; The 
Arizona Republic dealt with the 
activities of the local Baha'i com
munity, with references to the basic 
tenets of the Faith. 

Gratifying indeed to note the serv
ices which believers in colleges can 
render to the Faith. In The Daily 
Tar Heel, Chapel Hill, N. C., Febru
ary 6, 1954, we find a feature story 
by Dick Creed reporting the first 
Baha'i meeting held on the campus 
of the University of North Carolina, 
sponsored by Walter R. Wooten, 
now in his junior year, majoring in 
political science, The article, an 
interview with Wooten, develops a 
number of interesting references to 
the Baha'i teachings. 

In case it might have been over~ 
looked during the busy days of 
Jubilee last year, it is recorded that 
Capper's Weekly, Topeka, May 5, 
1953, carried a front page feature 
on Temple dedication under the 
two-column head: 'IU. S, Rival to the 

Taj Mahal Is Dedicated Near Chi
cago. " 

South Macomb News, Michigan, 
on April 8, 1954, featured an artic1e 
on Katherine Bail Page of Roseville, 
as painter and artist, commending 
her broad interest in literature, her 
services to the community, and re~ 
ferring to her as the "first to bring 
the Baha'i movement to Detroit." 
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Certificate of Excellence a ward ed by the 
American Institute of Graphic Arts to 
the Bahi'j PubJisbing Committee fDT the 
pamphlet "The Mission of Baha.'u'lIih," 
styled by Mr. E. WiI1is .Jones. This pub
lication, produced for the Second Inter
continental Bah;1.'i Conference was se
lected by a jury for the national exhibi-

tion of Design and PrinUng for 
Commerce, ]954 
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LOUHELEN BAHA'I SCHOOL 

The Louhelen Baha'i Summer 
School News Service recently re
leased the following statement about 
the 1954 Schoo1 season. 

"The purpose at Louhelen is to 
prepare Baha"is for the World Cru
sade. We are venturing down two 
new roads in the line of study of
fered at the school this summer. 

"First, we are welcoming and pre
paring for children of all ages at 
all general sessions. They will be 
cared for while the parents attend 
classes, and at the saIne time be 
taught in three categories: The 
Bah"'i Faith, Arts and Crafts, and 
Physical Recreation. 

"Second, we are offering all who 
attend classes the opportunity to 
practice teaching in a daily fireside 
or as platform speakers. This will 
allow many Baha'is, who know the 
Writings but have felt in the past 
that lack of experience held them 
from teaching, to begin to give to 
others what is so precious to them. 

MAY, 1954 

; 'The program is planned from 
July 5 to September 3. All the week
ends are planned as separate tullts. 
Care for the children on the week
end will be provided for a minimum 
charge. Something new this year is 
the addition of a worship service and 
study period on each evenjng of the 
week. 

"Open to Baha'is and non-Baha'is 
alike, the school is designed to fos~ 
ter the spirit of fellowship in a dis
tinctly Baha'i atmosphere, to afford 
the necessary training for Baha'i 
teachers, and to provide facilities 
for the study of the history and 
teaching of the Faith, and under
sta nding of its relation to other re
ligions and to hum an society in gen
eral. " 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
The Anchorage, Alaska, Spiritual 

Assembly, acting as Trustees for the 
Alaska I.ia,:iratu'j-Quds Fund, re
ports the recent receipt of a five 
hundred dollar donation from the 
Guardian toward the establishment 
of the I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds of Alaska, one 
of the goals of the Ten Year Cru
sade. The Assembly was informed 
of this generous gift by a letter from 
the Secretary-General of the Inter
national Baha'i COWlcil, in which he 
also wrote that the Guardian is fol. 
lowing very closely the progress of 
the Faith in Alaska. 

Interest in the Baha'i House of 
Worship was stimulated in Anchor· 
age by a Baha'i Youth who offered 
to show slides to her high school his~ 
tory class during a study of archi
tecture. So much interest was 
aroused that the slides of the Tern· 
pie were shown to all the history 
classes throughout the day. In this 
way about two hundred people 
learned of the Faith. 

The Gulf States bulletin suggests 
that a copy of "Baha', Temple Gar
dens," reprinted from Landscape 
Architect for July, 1953, be pre
sented to landscaping firms, nursery 
companies and architects in the var
ious areas, with a note of invitation 
to a public meeting or fireside. 

As the result of scholarships fi· 
nanced by • 'The Baha" is of the 
Niagara Frontier" and the 'IWest 
Seneca Group," two Baha'i youth 
will be able to attend the Baha'i 
School at Green Acre thls summer, 

A member of the Syracuse, New 
York, Spiritual Assembly received 
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public citation for his heroic efforts 
in aiding children to escape the 
Cleveland Hill elementary school 
fire which occurred recently near 
Buffalo. 

The Rocky Mountain States Bul
letin reminds. the friends that the 
holding of State Conferences was 
specifically requested by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, .in order 
to focus attention on goals and the 
means of achieving them, on thE:" 
problems to be overcome, and to 
provide the inspiration that cornea. 
from group endeavor. Three Con
ferences have been he~d in this .area: 
Wyoming, March 28, in Laramie; 
New Mexico, March 28, in Berna
lillo County; Colorado, April 4, in 
Denver. Interesting contacts were 
reported with the Indians in J ef
ferson County, Colorado. 

About forty-five Baha'is and 
friends from Greater Miami gath
ered to bid farewell to Charles and 
Mary Dayton, the first World Cru
sade pioneers to go out from the 
Miami area. Mr. and Mrs. Dayton 
lefl for the Virgin Islands on Feb
ruary 14. 

A Brotherhood Week radio series 
was inaugurated by the Baha'IS of 
Seneca Township~ New York. In a 
fifteen-minute broadcast the William 
Sears script on brotherhood was 
read, and spot annoWlcements con
cerning brotherhood were made sev
eral times each day. Other religious 
groups followed the Baha'i example 
and joined in the broadcast series, 

With the passing of George Finks 
on February 20, 1954, the Los An
geles community lost a devoted 
worker in the Faith. The April 
Baha'i Journal of the Los Angeles 
Spiritual Assembly quotes from a 
letter written by Leroy Ioas on be
half of the Guardian, as follows: 

The Guardian greatly values the 
devoted services of both Mr. and 
Mrs. Finks, and assures Mrs. Finks 
that her husband is now enjoying 
the friut of his many labors in this 
realm, fOT the diflusion of the Cause 
of God and the establishment of its 
institutions, . . . 

AUDIO-VISUAL EDUCATION 
COMMITIEE 

The Audio-Visual Education Com
mittee wishes to announce the fol
lowing materials, now available as 
aids in advancing the Ten Year Cru
sade: 

1. Color Slides of the Shrine of the 
Bab, showing the completed Shrine, 
improvements in the Haila Gardens 
and the properties about the palace 
of Bahji. (pictures by Mr. Curtis 
Kelsey). 
2 x 2 35mm. color slides: 
Set of 40 slides ......... $12.00 
Set of 50 slides ............... $15.00 
Individual slides to augment 
slide library .................... $ .35 

2. The Shrine of the Bab 
8 x 10 black and white print. ... $ .40 

3, Color Print enlargement of 
the Shrine of the Bab ......... $1.55 

4. HTemple of All Faiths." A new 
Temple Teaching set (No. 10). In
cludes many of the latest Temp~e 
pictures, the choir, Dedication and 
Jubilee pictures. 
2 x 2 3Smm. 65 slides, with script. 
.. .............................. $20.00 

5. Three Wing Display Poster. This 
unit includes three 11 x 14 recent 
pictures of the Templet showing first 
landscaping details. 

Mailed to any part of the United 
States or Canada ............. $3.50 

For further information or the lat
est copy of the Visi-N ews Bulletin 
write to: 

The Audio-Visual Education Com
mittee 
126 Ever green PIa ce 
West Englewood, New Jersey 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of WQTship at 
Wilmette, Illinois is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap
pella Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
April follow: 

Order of Devotions - April 4. 1954. 
3:30 P.M. 

TP1.ou didst wish to make TP1.YS!!lj known 
unw m!!n: there/ore, TP1.ou didst, th.rO'U.gh a 
word of Thy mouth, bring cr!!ation into being 
and {asnian tne universe. There is non!! oth!!r 
God except Thee, the Fashioner, tJw Creator, 
the Almighty, the Most Powerfu!. 

-BaM'u'lLah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Sing to th!! Lord a N 8U; Song - Heinrich 
Schuetz 

EAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, IV, p. 6. 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalm 119:1-16, 25·32 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 4:4; John 1 :1·5; Luke 8:4-15 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
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The Hidden Words of Baba 'u'lIah, From the 
PerSian, No. 11: From the Arab'.ic, No. 70 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Laud His Name - P. Ivanoff 

QUR'AN 
Sura XXX, 16·19, 21·25 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, pp. 296·297; Prayers and Medi
tations, CL. pp. 240·242 

CHORAL SELECTION 
God Is a Spi.rit - Alexander Kopyloff 

Order of Devotlons - April 11, 1954, 
3:30P.M. 

The tight oj men is Ju.stice. Quench it nat 
with. th.e contrary wi.nds oj oppTessWn and. 
tyrCLnny. The purpose 01 justice is the aPPt'a.,.~ 
ance ryf u.nity among men. 

-Baha'u'n.ah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Arise, 0 God, and Sfww Thy Might - Haydn 
Morgan 

BAHA'! SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, CLXlX, p. 261 

HINDU SCRIPTURES (The Ordinances of 
Manu) 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Isaiah 59=1, 2, 10, 11, 14·:n 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 7:7-12; Luke 16:10 

QUR'AN 
Sura A"VI, 92, 9:3; Sura VI, 153, 154 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Now W~ Sing ThV PTa.ite - Tschesnokoff 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
The Hidden Words of BaM'u'll8h, From the 
Arabic, No.2 
The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 23 
Gleanings, pp. 2(J4-21JS 
Gleanings, p. 342, cxn, p. :US: XII, p. 17 
Prayers and Meditations, CLXVI. p. 259 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Send Forth. Th.y Spirit - Schuetky 

Order of Devotions - April 18, 1954, 
3:30P.M. 

Faith in Goct, and the knowledge of Him 
cannot be fuUy realtzed except through be
lieving in aU that hath proceeded. jrom Bttn 
and by practicing aU that He hath comm.«nCie1l 
and aU that is Tevealed in tP1.e Book Jrom the 
Supreme Pen. 

In aU thine affairs put thy reliance in God, 
and commit them unto Him. 

-BahA'u'l.J..ah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

He: SharI Give His Angel.!: CP1..arge over Thee 
- Felix MendelS.iObn 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, XXIX, p. 33 
Gleanings, XXXVII, p. 86 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalms 1:1-4; 34:1-8 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Hebrews 11 :1-'1 

QUR'AN 
Sura XXIV, 41-52 

CHORAL SELECTION 
11 Ye Lovli! .&112, Keep Mil Commandments 
- W. H. Monk 

BARA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, p. 251; pp. 337-338; LXXIII, p, 140 

CHORAL SELECI'lON 
From the Sweet-SclI?nted Streams (A Prayer 
of BaM.'u'IIah) - Charles Wolcott 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Baha'i Prayers, p. 46 

Order of Devotions - April 25, 1954, 
3:30 P.M. 

No man shaU attain the sh.ores 01 the ocean 
01 true understanding exce:pt he be detacked 
from aU that is in heaven altd on earth. 
Sanctify your souls, 0 ye pe:oples o{ the world, 
that hapty ye may attain that station which 
God hath destined for you. 

-Baha'u'Uah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Let aU the Nations prC1~e the Lord -
Volckmer Leisring 

BAHA'! SACRED WRITINGS 
Cnmmuni{;fl with God, p. 2(1 
'The Kitab-i·Iqan, pp. 69, 70, 145·H{i 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Proverbs :l: I -5, 13·15 
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NEW TESTAMENT 
James 1 :5-3. I Corinthians 2:9·15 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Bow .Down Thine Eat' - Haydn Morgan 

QUR'AN 
Sura XA-vIIl, 73: 75--80 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, pp. 259·260 
The Kitab·i-Iqan. pp. 3·4 
Prayers and Meditations, LXXII, p. 118 

CHORAL SELECTION 
HeaT My Prayer, 0 Lord - Alexander A. 
Arkharu:.elsky 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
Christ's Promise Fulfilled. By 

'Abdu'l-Baha. Selections from Some 
Answered Questions con t a in in g 
many chapters on Some Christian 
Subjects, The Five Aspects of Spirit, 
Stations of the Divine Manifesta
tions, Reincarnation, and others. An 
effective teaching aid for appealing 
to people of Christian backgroWld. 
75 pages, 4\2 x 7\2, green stamping 
on Grey Granite cover. 
Price, each .................... $ .35 
10 copies ............... ..... $2.50 

World Crusade Chart. Compiled by 
Beatrice Ashton from letters of the 
Guardian to the twelve National 
Spiritual Assemblies and their an~ 
nual conventions of April and May, 
1953, and from the Guardian's Sta~ 

tis tical Information and Supplement 
on the Ten Year Teaching Plan.- The 
tasks and objectives are arranged 
by continents and related to each 
National Assembly. Co1umn head
ings designating National Assem
blies may be colored with crayon to 
match colors used in the Guardian's 
map. This valuable aid in following 
the progress of the World Crusade 
includes a statistical summary of 
the goals. Excellent for use in local 
study classes, Area Conference dis
cussions, and for summer schools. 
22 x 34, folded to 8 x 11 for mailing. 

Each ........... $ .20 
Twelve for "'" $2.00 

Co]or Magazine Reprint. Reprint of 
article on the Baha'i Faith entitled 

"Baha'j Faith Symbolizes Unity", 
appearing in September, 1953 issue 
of Color Magazine. Contains eight 
photographs showing views of the 
Baha'i House of Worship interior and 
exterior, 'Abdu'I~Baha dedicating the 
Temple grounds, the National As
sembly, and other Baha'i groups. 

Four pages, 8lh:xll, black on white. 
Five copies ........... $ .50 
Fifty copies ........... $4.25 

New Editions 
Hidden Words, fabrikoid. Deep red 

fabrikoid binding, gold stamping, de
signed as companion volume to new 
edition of The Seven Valleys and 
the F01N Valleys. Price ...... $1.25 

DIRECTORY CHANGES 
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Mrs. John B. Becktel, Secy. p1'o-tem, 
4222 Olive street 
Kansas City 4 
California (North) 
Mrs. Florence C. Haake. Sec-yo 
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San Francisco 18 
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NATIONAL BAIrA'f ADMINISTRATIVE 
HEADQUARTERS: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

NATIONAL TR&f\SURER: 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks Payable to: 
Na.tional Baha'i Fund 
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Wilmette, Illinois 
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MAY, 1954 

HOLY DAYS 
May 2, Twelfth day of Ri<;lvan 
May 23, Declaration of the Bab 

(May 22, about 2 hours after sun
set) 

May 29, Ascension of Baha'u'llah 
(3:00 A.M.) 

FEASTS 
May 17, 'A~amat, Grandeur 
June 5, Nur, Light 
June 24, Ral].mat, Mercy 
National Assembly meetings May 

28, 29, 30, 3L 

BAHA'f HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting hours, beginning May 1: 
Weekdays; 10:30 A.M.--4:30 P.M., 

7:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M. 
Sundays; 10:30 A.M.-9:00 P.M. 
Service of worship; Sunday at 3:30, 

lasting until 4:15. (No guided tour. 
will be conducted during the serv
ice of woi-ship) 

H Death proffereth unto every cOn
fident beHever the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer of gladness. It conferreth the 
gift of everlasting life. H 

-Baha'u'llah 
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Mr. Kar1 Steinhauser 
Encinitas, CaUl. 
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THE GUARDIAN'S MESSAGE 
TO ALL TWELVE ANNUAL 
BAHA'I CONVENTIONS 

On the eve of this RiQ.van Festi~ 
val mar king the opening of the sec· 
ond decade of the second Baha'i cen
tury, and coinciding with the termi
nation of the first year of the World 
Spiritual Crusade, I hail with feel
ings of joy and wonder the superb 
fea t5 of the heroic company of the 
Knights of the Lord of Hosts in pur
suance of their sublime mission for 
the spiritual conquest of the planet. 
The first twelve months of this dec
ade-long enterprise unexampled in 
its scope, significance and potential
ities in the world's spiritual history 
and lalUlched simultaneously, amidst 
the climax of the world-wide festivi
ties of a memorable Holy Year, in 
the American, the European, the 
African. the Asiatic and the Austra
]ian continents, has witnessed the 
hoisting of the banner of the Faith 
of Baha'u'llilh in no less than a hun
dred virgin territories of the globe. 
The total number of the newly 
opened sovereign states and depend
encies comprising Principalities, 
Sultanates, Emirates, Sheikhdoms, 
Protectorates, Trust Territories and 
Crown Colonies, scattered over the 
face of the earth, represents almost 
seven-eighths of all the territories, 
exclusive of the Soviet Republics and 
Satellites, destined to be opened in 
the course of an entire decade. The 
northern frontiers of a divinely guid
ed. rapidly marching. majestically 
expanding Faith have been pushed, 
in consequence of the phenomenal 
success recently achieved by the 
vanguard of Baha'u'llah's crusaders, 
beyond the Arctic Circle as far as 
Arctic Bay, Franklin, 73 degrees lati
tude. Its southern limits have now 
reached the Falkland Islands in the 
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neighborhood of Magallanes, the 
world's southernmost city. Other out
lying outposts have been established 
ill. places as far apart as Sikkim at 
the foot of the Himalayas, the Lofo
ten Islands in the heart of the Euro
pean Northland. Fezzan on the north
ern fringe of the Sahara Desert, the 
Andaman Islands and the Sey
chelles, the penal colonies in the In
dian Ocean, the three Guianas and 
the leper colonies on the Atlantic 
Coast, the Faroe and Shetland 
Islands. the wind-swept and inhos
pitable archipelagos of the North 
Sea. Hadhramaut on the sun-baked 
shores of the Arabian Peninsula, St. 
Helena isolated in the midst of the 
South Atlantic Ocean and the Gilbert 
Islands, the war-devastated sparse
ly populated Atolls situated in the 
heart of the Pacific Ocean. 

God's infant Faith, confined during 
the first nine years of its existence 
to its birthland and the adjoining ter
ritory of 'In'3.q, reaching, in the 
course of the thirty-nine years of 
Baha'u'IIa.h's Ministry, to thirteen 
other lands, enlarged, during 
'Abdu'l-Baha's twenty-nine year Min
istry, through the opening of twenty 
additional cOlUltries, only succeeded, 
after the lapse of three-quarters of 
a century, in including within its or
bit thirty-five countries within both 
the Eastern and Western Hemi
spheres. 

The subsequent quarter of a cen
tury, constituting the first Epoch of 
the Formative Age of the Baha', Dis
pensation. witnessed the planting of 
the banner of the Faith in over forty 
territories of the globe, raising the. 
number of cOlUltries included within 
its pale, on the eve of the Centenary 
Celebrations of the Declaration of 
the Bab's Mission to seventy-eight. 
The nine-year interval separating the 
first from the second Baha'i Jubilee 
was signalized by the spiritual con
quest of no less than fifty countries 
of the globe, whilst the first year of 
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the Ten Year Plan has been immor
talized by the opening of one hun
dred countries. swelling the number 
of the sovereign states and depend. 
encies enlisted under the standard 
of the Cause of God to two hundred 
and twenty·eight. All territories in 
North, Central and South America; 
all sovereign states and principali
ties on the continent of Europe. ex
cluding the Russian Republics and 
Satellites; all territories on the Asiat
ic continent, with the exception of 
Tibet, of Bhutan and of the Soviet 
Republics; all the islands of the 
Mediterranean; all the islands of the 
North Sea, with the exception of 
Spitzbergen; all African territories 
with the exception of Spanish 
Guinea; all the islands of the North 
and South Atlantic Ocean except An
ticosti and St. Thomas; all the 
islands of the Pacific Ocean except 
Comoro Islands. Cocos Island, Nico
bar Islands. Hainan Island, Portu
guese Timor, Chagos Archipelago, 
Loyalty Islands, Marshall Islands, 
Admiralty Islands, Mariana Islands. 
are now included within the orbit of. 
an irresistibly unfolding, rapidly con
solidating, world-girdling Adminis
trative Order. 

The n umber of the European, the 
African,_ the Asiatic, and the Ameri
can-In~ian languages, including sev
en supplementary languages, into 
which Baha'i literature has been~ 
and is being translated, is over forty· 
two, raising the total number of the· 
translations undertaken since the in
ception of the Faith to one hundred 
and thirty, 

The African Campaign, outshining 
the brilliant success of the enterprise 
]aunched in Latin America~ throw
ing into shade the splendor of the 
victories won in recent years on the 
European continent, eclipsing all 
previous collective pioneer under
takings embarked upon in the 
Asiatic and Australian continents) 
has almost doubled, in the course of 
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a single year, the number of terri
tories opened since the introduction 
of the Faith in that continent over 
eighty years ago. The total number 
of converts to the Faith belonging 
to the African race has passed the 
six hundred mark. The total num4 
ber of Mrican Baha'i centers has 
now been raised to over one hun ... 
dred and ninety. The total number 
of the tribes indigenous to the soil of 
that continent represented in the 
Faith is now over sixty. 

A single territory· out of the forty ... 
five territories already opened to the 
Faith in the African continent, situ
ated in its very heart and which, a 
little over two years ago did not pos
sess a single Baha'i, now boasts of 
over five hundred colored converts, 
who are settled in over eighty locali
ties, are drawn from thirty tribes, 
are provided with thirteen local As
semblies, and anticipate the immedi
ate formation of about ten additional 
Assemblies. This same territory 
has, moreover, distinguished itself 
throughout the entire Baha'i world 
through the dispatch of nine mem
bers of its mother Assembly for the 
purpose of pioneering in neighboring 
centers, as well as in territories situ
ated on the eastern and western 
coasts of the African continent. A 
number of the newly-won recruits in 
some of these territories have, more
over, been instrumental in winning 
the allegiance of SOme of the mem
bers of their race, and have, in their 
turn, succeeded in· opening no less 
than three neighboring territories in 
that continent, 

Contact has been established with 
no less than twenty-two American
Indian tribes, raising the total num
ber of tribes contacted throughout 
the Western Hemisphere to thirty
four. The first Greenlandic, the first 
Pygmy, the first Berber, the first 
Fijian, Baha'is have been enrolled, 
swelling the number of races rep
resented in the Bahii'i World Com
munity to thirty-five. 

The opening yea r of this World 
Spiritual Crusade has, moreover, 
gathered significance through the 
convocation first of the Stockholm, 
and later of the New Delhi Inter
continental Teaching Conferences, 
which, together with the two pre
vious Conferences held during the 
first part of the Holy Year in Kam
pala and Wilmette, asscmbled a to
tal of over thirty-four hundred fol
lowers of the Faith from more than 
eighty countries of both the Eastern 

and the Western Hemispheres and 
representing the principal races of 
mankind. 

Within the confines of the Holy 
Landt "the Heart of the world and 
the Qiblih of all nations", the erec
tion of the first base stones of the 
ornamental crown of the Dome of 
the Bab's Sepulcher which had com
menced with Naw-Ruz of the Holy 
Year, was followed successively by 
the laying, during the Ri<,ivan period, 
of the first of the hvelve thousand 
gilded tiles destined to cover the 
two-hundred and fifty square meter 
area of the Dome and the placing 
of the stone lantern which marked 
the consummation of the three quar
ters of a million dollar enterprise, 
and coincided with the closing pe
riod of the Year associated with the 
hundredth anniversary of the birth 
of the Mission of Baha'u'llab.. The 
site for the first Ma'lbriqu'I-A4bkiir 
of the Holy Land has been selected
an area of approximately twenty 
thousand square meters-situated at 
the head of the Mountain of God, in 
close proximity to the Spot hallowed 
by the footsteps of Baha'u'llah, near 
the time-honored Cave of Elijah, 
and associated with the revelation 
of the Tablet of Carmel, the Charter 
of the World Spiritual and Adminis
trative Centers of the Faith on that 
mountain. Funds totaling one hun
dred thousand dollars have, more
over, been contributed by one of the 
Hands of the Cause, residing in the 
Holy Land, and negotiations have 
been initiated with the Israeli au
thorities for the purpose of effecting 
the immediate purchase of the se
lected site. Measures have been un
dertaken and Baha'i Continental 
Funds inaugurated in anticipation of 
the forthcoming appointment by the 
fifteen Hands residing outside the 
Holy Land of five Auxiliary Boards, 
one in each of the continents of the 
globe, the members of which will 
act as deputies of the Hands in their 
respective continents, and will aid 
and advise them in the effective 
prosecution of the Ten-Year Plan, 
and will assist them, at a later pe
riod, in the discharge of their dual 
and sacred task of safeguarding the 
Faith and of promoting its teaching 
activities. The international Baha'i 
endowments, situated in the heart of 
Mt, Carmel, and in the plain of 
'Akka, already extending over an 
area of over three htmdred and fifty 
thousand square meters, have been 
enlarged through the acquisition of 
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properties overlooking the Resting 
Places of the Most Exalted Leaf and 
of the Purest Branch, which, when 
added to the plots situated on the 
ridge of Mt, Carmel, on its western 
extremity and in the close neighbor
hood of the Shrine built wi thin its 
heart-for the acquisition of which 
negotiations have been set afoot
will constitute an addition of over 
thirty thousand square meters to the 
vast area of Baha'i holdings per
manently dedicated to the Shrines 
of the Founder of the F ai th and of 
its Herald, The embellishment of the 
Haram-i-Aqdas. the outer Sanctuary 
of Baha'u'llah's Sepulcher, already 
accomplished in the course of the 
Holy Year commemorating the cen
tenary of the birth of His prophetic 
Mission, has been greatly enhanced 
through the laying out, on both its 
northern and southern sides, of for~ 
mal gardens, extending over an area 
of ten thousand square meters, pro
viding a befitting approach to His 
Mansion and considerably widening 
the area stretching in front of His 
holy Sepulcher. The design of the 
international Baha'i Archives, the 
first stately Edifice destined to usher 
in the establishment of the World 
Administrative Center of the Faith 
on Mt. Carmel-the Ark referred to 
by Baha'u'llah in the closing pas
s ages of His Tablet of Carmel-has 
been completed. and plans and draw
ings forwarded to Italy for the pur
pose of securing bids for its con. 
struction immediately after the COn
clusion of the necessary preliminary 
steps taken in the Holy Land for 
its forthcoming erection, Israel 
Br anches of the British, the Per
sian, the Canadian and the Austral
ian Baha'i National Spiritual Assem
blies have been legally established 
recognized form ally as Religious So~ 
cieties by the Israeli Civil Authori
ties, and empowered to hold with
out restriction title to immovable 
property in any part of the country 
on behalf of their parent Assemblies. 
Contact has moreover been estab
lished with the President of Israel 
its Prime Minister and five othe; 
Cabinet Ministers, as well as with 
the President of the Knesset, cul· 
minating in the establishment of a 
special Baha'I Department in the 
Ministry of Religious Affairs, and 
in an official statement by the Head 
of this Ministry to Parliament em
phasizing the international scope of 
the Faith and the importance of its 
World Center-a series of events 
that have paved the way for the 
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forthcoming official visit, during the 
early days of the RirJvfm period, of 
the PresIdent of Israel, himself, to 
the Ba b' 5 Sepulcher on M t. Carmel. 

The site of the Siyah-Cbal-that 
pestilential subterranean Pit, the 
scene of the birth of Baha'u'IHlh's 
prophetic Mission, and the holiest 
place in the capital city of His na~ 
tive land-has been recently pm
chased, together with the surround
ing area, involving an expenditure 
of approximately foW" hundred thou
sand dollars contributed by a Per
sian follower of the Faith, whilst 
negotiations have been initiated for 
the acquisition of the site of the 
Bab's incarceration in the mountains 
of Acfuirbayj ito. Full rights have 
been accorded to Baha'i women re
siding in the cradle of the F ai th, to 
particip ate in the membership of 
both national and loca! Baha'i Spirit
ual Assemblies, removing thereby 
the last remaining obstacle to the 
enjoyment of complete equality of 
rights in the conduct of the admin· 
istrative affairs of the Persian 
Baha'i Community. 

Eleven Temple Funds have been 
inaugurated, amoWlting to almost a 
quarter of a million dollars, for the 
purchase of land for future Baba'i 
Temples in the Western Hemi
sphere, in the European, the African, 
the Asiatic and the Australian con
tinents, followed by the purchase of 
a four-acre plot, commanding an ex~ 
tensive view of the Pacific Ocean 
and the greater portion of Greater 
Sydney area, and by the selection 
of appropriate sites outside the 
Cities of Frankfurt and of Panama 
City. 

The in.stitutions of Baha'i National 
~a~iratu'I.Quds in East and West, 
already reaching an estimated value 
of over a million and a half dollars, 
have been enhanced through the pur
chase and f'Ormal opening of the 
J:ja~iratu'l.Quds of the Baha'is of 
Paris, destined to evolve into the 
national administrative headquar
ters of the French Baha'i Commu
nity, and through the ina ugura tion 
of National l:Iaciratu'l-Quds Funds 
in Anchorage, Alaska, as well as in 
the capital cities of Italy and of 
Switzerland. 

The initial landscaping of the area 
surrounding the Mother Temple of 
the West, involving .an expenditure 
of over two hundred and fifty thou
sand dollars, has been completed and 
been foHowed by an appropriation 

of two hundred and twenty thousand 
dollars by the United States National 
Spiritual Assembly for the comple· 
tion of the entire project. The nature 
of the first Dependency of the 
Ma®riqu'!·A<llikar of Wilmette has 
been finally decided upon by the 
members of that same Assembly, in 
anticipation of its early establish
ment within the precincts of the 
Mother Temple of the West. The Lo
cal Spiritual Assemblies of San 
Diego, Sacramento and Fresno in 
California, of Tucson in Arizona, and 
of Oak Park in Illinois have been 
legally incorporated, ralsmg the 
number of national and local Baha'i 
incorporated Assemblies in the 
United States of America and in the 
entire Baha'i world to sixty-three 
and one hundred and twenty, respec
tively. National Baha'i endowments 
have been established in Anchorage, 
Alaska. The Baha'i Assemblies of 
Tucson, Arizona and of Sacramento, 
California have been qualified to 
conduct legal Baha'i marriage serv
ices. Baha'i Holy Days have been 
recognized in Los Angeles, Califor
nia and Castro Valley, California; 
Ni1es Township, Michigan; Seattle, 
·Washington; Newton, Massachu
setts; Prince George County, Mary
land; Cleveland, Ohio; Kenosha, Wis
consin; Maywood, Illinois. 

The spiritual conquest of one hun
dred territories of the globe, the 
steady rise of the embryonic World 
Order of the Faith, and the multipli· 
cation and consolidation of its insti
tutions have, in the course of the 
opening year of this World Spiritual 
Crusade, been paralleled by a no 
less startling decline in the fortunes 
of the enemies of thc Faith, as evi
denced by the removal. by the Hand 
of Providence, of its arch-enemy in 
Persia who t for thirty years, sav~ 
agely attacked its Founders and its 
chief Promoter, and tirelessly 
schemed to extinguish its light, dis
honor its name and wreck its insti~ 
tutions, as well as by the death of 
two others, who, in varying degrees. 
demonstrated their ingratitude and 
infidelity to the Center of Bahit
'u'llah's Covenant. 

The opening phase of this gigantic, 
divinely propelled, world-encircling 
Crusade has been triumphantly con
cluded. The success crowning the 
initial stage in its unfoldment has 
exceeded our fondest expectations. 
The most vital and spectacular ob
jective of the Ten Year Plan has 
been virtual1y attained ere the term-
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ination of the first year of this 
decade~long stupendous enterprise. 
The second phase, now auspiciously 
ushered in, must witness, in all the 
territories of the planet, whether 
newly opened or not, an upsurge of 
activity which, in its range and in
tensity, win excell the exploits 
which have so greatly enlarged the 
limits, and noised abroad the fame, 
of the Dluse of God. 

The energetic and systematic 
prosecution of the all important 
teaching work both at home and 
abroad, designed to increase rapidly 
the number of the avowed and active 
supporters of the Faith; the preser
vation, at any cost, of the prizes so 
laboriously won in the far fltUlg, the 
numerous and newly opened terri
tories of the globe; the maintenance, 
by every available means. of the 
status of local Spiritual Assemblies 
already established throughout the 
Baha'i world; the steady multiplica
tion of isolated centers, of groups 
and of local Assemblies in order to 
hasten the emergence of no less than 
forty-eight National Spiritual Assem
blies in both the Eastern and West
ern Hemispheres; the prompt con ... 
elusion of negotiations for the pur
chase of sites for future Baha'i Tem~ 
pIes in the American, the European, 
the Asiatic and the Mrican conti
nents; the initiation of Funds for 
the establishment of National 
1:Ia~dratu'I-Quds in the capital cities 
of the Sovereign States and in the 
chief cities of the Dependencies spe
cifically mentioned in the Plan; the 
speedy fulfillment of the task under· 
taken for the translation and publi· 
cation of Baha'i literature in the 
languages allocated under that same 
Plan, to va rious National Spiritual 
Assemblies; the continued acquisi
tion of Bahit'j Holy Places in Bah3-
'u'llah's native land; the adoption of 
preparatory measures for the con
struction of the MaIDriqu'I-Acil}kars 
of Tibriul and of Frankfurt; the es
tablishment of the first Dependency 
of the Mag,riqu'I-ArJ.hkar in Wil· 
mette; the inauguration of National 
Baha'i endowments designed to pave 
the way for the form a tion of N a
tional Spiritual Assemblies; the 
1ending of a fresh impetus to the in
corporation of local Spiritual Assem
blies; the establishment of Baha'i 
Publishing Trusts-these stand out 
as the essential objectives of the 
ph ase now unfolding before the eyes 
of the Baha'i communities in the 
five continents of the globe. 



I direct my fervent plea to all the 
delegates assembled at the twelve 
annual Baha'i Conventions to ponder 
these objectives in their hearts~ to 
dedicate themselves anew to the 
tasks nOw challenging the spirit and 
combined resources of the entire 
body of the followers of the Faith, 
to rouse all the communities they 
represent to assume a worthy share 
in the common and gigantic effort 
that must needs be exerted for the 
attainment of the aforementioned 
goals, ensuring thereby the uninter
rupted progress and the ultimate 
consummation of the noblest collec
tive enterprise undertaken by the 
followers of the Most Great Name 
for the propagation and the estab
lishment of His Faith over the en
tire face of the planet. 

-SHOGHI 

April, 1954 
COMMENTARV: NATION"L. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
The beloved Guardian's message 

to the Annual Convention represents 
his deep gratification at the results 
of the first year of the Ten Year 
Plan. Its scope is world-wide and not 
confined to American Baha'is alone. 

We can be both humble and grate~ 
ful at his reference to the "superb 
fea ts of the heroic company of the 
Knights of the Lord of Hosts," and 
be impressed anew with our sense 
of mission - "the spiritual conquest 
of the planet." 

In the Guardian's majestic words 
we see the unfoldment of the Cru
sade undertaken by the Baha'is of 
East and West. The catalog itself is 
stupendous: the opening of one hun
dred countries; translation of Baha'i 
texts into over forty-two languages; 
the increase of races represented in 
the Baha'i World Community to thir
ty-five; completion of the Dome of 
the Shrine of the Bab; selection of 
site for first Baha 'f Temple of the 
Holy Land; measures taken for ap~ 
pointment by Hands of the Cause of 
five Auxiliary Boards; great in..: 
crease in the area held for the Faith 
in the Holy Land; the laying out of 
formal gardens at the Shrine of 
Baha'u'l1ah; completion of design for 
the international Baha'i Archives; 
Israel Branches of four additional 
National Spiritual Assemblies legal
ly established; establisbment of a 
special Baha'i Department in the 
Ministry of Religious Affairs; pur
chase of the site of Siyah-Chal; in
auguration of eleven Temple Funds 
- not to mention the great victories 

won in Africa and the work of con
solidation-all this is truly stupen
dous and enables us to estimate the 
Power by which Baha'is are moved. 

It is the last two paragraphs of 
this Message which we are to study 
in the light of what is to be accom
plished during the second year of 
the Plan - "to ponder these objec
tives .in their hearts, t.o dedicate 
themselves anew .... " 

Beloved friends, we are engaged 
in the "noblest collective enterprise 
undertaken by the follower:s of the 
Most Great Name for the ... es
tablishment of His Faith over the 
entire face of the planet." 
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GLAD TIDINGS 
Message from the Guardian 

(On the) morrow (of the) clo'e (of 
the) Ri<;lvim period share (with) Na
tional Assemblies (of the) Baha'i 
world additional glad tidings sup
plementing (the) message addressed 
(a) fortnight ago (to) delegates (to) 
national Conventions East (and) 
West. 

Six acre (and) five acre plots 
(have been) purchased (in) Kampa
la (and) Panama City (as) sites (of) 
future Temples (in the) heart (of 
the) African continent (and) Central 
America. 

First historic African Spiritual As
semblies (have been) formed (in) 
Johannesburg, Brazzavil1e, Victoria, 
Topremang, Casablanca, Tangier, 
Algiers t Tripoli, Bukora. (In) Ugan
da alone, eleven additional Assem
blies (have been) establiShed, over 
three hundred (and) eighty addition
al converts enrolled, raising (the) 
total white (and) Negro believers 
(to) over six hundred (.nd) seventy. 
(The) number (of) localities (where) 
Baha'is reside (on the) Arabian Pe
ninsula (is) now over fifteen, (in) 
Egypt (and) Sudan over forty, (in 
the) British Isles over fifty, (in) 
Australasia over sixty, (in the) ten 
European goal countries over sev
enty. (in) Germany and Austria over 
seventy, (in) Uganda over eighty, 
(in) Canada over (a) hundred, (in) 
Latin America over (a) hundred 
(and) ten, (in the) Indian subcon
tinent (and) Burma over (a) hun
dred (and) thirty, (in the) African 
continent over (a) hundred (and) 
ninety. (in) Persia over six hundred 
(and in the) United States over 
twelve hundred, swelling (the) num-
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ber (of) Baha'i centers scattered 
(over the) surface (of the) globe (to) 
well nigh twenty-nine hundred. 

Additional National Haziratu'l
Quds Funds (have been) in~ugurated 
(in) ten countries (of) Central 
America. 

(The) number (of) Baha'i books 
(and) pamphlets for (the) blind 
transcribed (into) Braille, English, 
Esperanto, German, Japanese, now 
totals over (a) hundred (and) ten. 

(The) President (of the) State (of) 
Israel, accompanied (by) Mrs. Ben 
Zvi, visited, as anticipated, (the) 
Shrines (on Mount) Carmel, follow
ing (a) reception (in) their honor 
(held in) 'Abdu'J-Baha's house 
marking (the) first official visit paid 
(by the) Head (of a) sovereign inde
pendent State (to the) Sepulchers (of 
the) Martyr-Prophet (of the) Faith 
(and the) Center (of) Baha'u'llah's 
Covenant. 

(The) following pioneers (have 
been) inscribed (on the) Roll (of) 
Honor since (the) fifth periodic an
nouncement: Bruce Matthews, How
ard Gilliland, Labrador; Olivia Kel
sey (and) Florence Ullrich, Monaco; 
Joan Powis, South Rhodesia; Sohrab 
Payman, San Marino~· Samuel NjIki, 
Mehrangiz Munsiff. French CameT~ 
oons; Gail Avery, Baranot Island; 
Benedict Eballa, Ashanti Protector
ate; Martin Manga, Northern Terri
tories Protectorate; Gayle Woolson, 
Galcipagos Islands; Bula Stewart 
(and) John Allen and wife, Swazi
land; Charles Duncan, Harry Clark, 
John Fozdar, Brunei; David Tanyi, 
French Togoland; Edward Tabe t Al
bert Buapiah, British Togoland; Kay 
Zinky, Magdalen Islands; Jolm 
(and) Margery Kellberg, Dutch West 
In.dies; Robert Powers, Jr., (and 
Cynthia Olson, Mariana ls~ands; Ha
bib Esfahani, French West Africa. 

(The) Roll (of) Honor, after (tbe) 
lapse (of) one year since (the) 
launching (of the) World Crusade, 
(is) noW closed, (with the) excep
tion (of) pioneers (who have) al
ready left (for their) destination, as 
well (as) those first arriving (in the) 
few remaining virgin territories in
side (and) outside Soviet RepUblics 
(and) satellites. 

(The) Concourse (on) High will 
continue (to) applaud (the) highly 
meritorious services rendered (by) 
future volunteers ariSing (to) rein
force (the) historic work (so) nobly 
initiated (by the) Knights (of) 
Baha'u'lhih (in the) far-flung, newly 
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opened territories. Posterity will 
likewise record (with) admiration 
(and) gratitude (the) initial victories 
destined (to) be won (in the) course 
(of the) spiritual conquest (of the) 
continents (and) islands (of the) 
globe. 

-SHoom 
May 4. 1954 

C.OMMENTARY: NATION .... L. SPIRITUAL .... SSEM8LY 

Beloved Friends: 
Shoghi Effendi has graciously pre

sented to the world-wide Baha'i Com
munity a message of glad tidings 
which stirs the heart with awe and 
with joy. 

Through his eyes we behold, as it 
were, a map on which are depicted 
glorious scenes of spiritual victory 
in East and West. The continents are 
theaters in which this greatest of 
dramas is being enacted. With in
creasing force Baha'is are laying an 
unassailable foundation for the fu
ture World Civilization. 

Here has been generated the mo
mentum needed to evoke even great
er and more ardent effort through
out the second year of the Ten Year 
Plan. Our Baha'i world is in a tu
mult of enthusiasm. The real mean
ing of the World Crusade-a destiny 
and not a mere program-penetrates 
our hearts. Our greatest blessing is 
a Guardian who finds happiness 
in the work of the followers of 
Baha'u'llilh. 
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"THE CONTINENT OF 
AFRICA IS PRE-EMINENT" 
Naticnal Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'!s of the United States. 
Mr. Horace Holley, S::.-cretary 
536 Sheridan Road, 
Wilmette, Illinois. U.S.A. 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 
The resounding victories won dur

ing the first year of the Ten Yea r 
Crusade have brought gre.at happi
ness to the beloved Guardian. Nine
ty-nine 01 the virgin areas have been 
settled, and it is hoped all areas 
outside of the Iron Curtain countries 
will be settled by the end of the 
Ridvan period. 

The continent of Africa is pre-emi
nent in its record of achievement. 
The spread of the Faith has been 
miraculous there. Since the opening 
of the Crusade, fifty territories and 
islands have been opened. Baha'is 
are now living in one hundred and 

sixty cities of the country. There are 
over sixty tribes represented in the 
Baha'i population. Literature has 
been translated into over twenty-five 
languages, 

Uganda is the area producing the 
most remarkable results. Two years 
ago there were no Baha'is in that 
territory-today the Faith is estab
lished in over sixty cities ; -there 
are thirteen Spiritual Assemblies. 
Over ten more Spiritual Assemb~ies 
will be added April 21, 1954; over 
six hundred new African Baha'is 
have enrolled. 

The beloved Guardian directs that 
we ponder deeply the great vic· 
tories won in Uganda, and the rea
sons why they were achieved, We 
should analyze why similar victories 
have not been won everywhere in 
the Baha'i world, particularly in 
North America, the land of the cho
sen trustees of the Master's Divine 
Plan. 

Completely dedicated to their sa
cred mission, consecrated to the 
great service they had undertaken, 
their lives and conduct in accord
ance with the teachings of Baha'u'
nah, the original pioneers to Uganda 
arose with prayerful zeal to carry 
the Glad Tidings of the Kingdom to 
the native inhabitants. They demon
strated that the Baha'i has no preju
dice of any type. Through their lov
ing association on the basis of equal
i ty, they soon won the hearts and 
souls of the people. 

So effedive has been their teach
ing, that the new Mrican Baha'is 
have arisen in numbers to carry the 
Message throughout the land, not 
only Uganda, but other consolidation 
territories and, more important, in 
virgin areas of the Crusade. Over 
six of the virgin areas of the Crusade 
have been filled by the new African 
Baha'is. 

The peoples generally are seeking 
the light of Divine Guidance. The 
problems of the world have awak
ened the populace. It only remains 
for the Baha 'fs to raise the Call and 
give the Message according to the 
high standards enunciated by the be
loved Master. The world can become 
.alive with the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, if the Baha'is fulfill their sa
cred obligations. 

In pioneering fields, and on the 
home front, the friends must arise 
with the same spirit of dedication 
and consecration which animated 
the original pioneers. If they do, 
they will be astonished at the great 
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results they will achieve. 
The Guardian calls expectantly to 

the believers of America, the fa
vored friends of the Master, to arise 
now, and gain such victories in the 
Teaching Field, both at home and 
abroad, as to astonish the Baha'i 
world, even surpassing the victories 
of Africa. He particularly awaits the 
response of the dedicated souls, 
white and colored, who will raise 
the Call among the Negroes of 
America. 

Setting aside all the shibboleths of 
present day living, leaving behind 
the false standards of those endeav
oring to solve the world's problems 
by weak platitudes, and demonstrat· 
ing the new Baha'i way of dynamic 
spiritual living, let them, relying on 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, arise 
to spread the Water of Life over 
America. This will produce the re
sults which the cries of humanity 
today require. Where are the spirit
ual souls who will now seize their 
opportunity, and achieve immortal 
glory in the service of the Faith~ 

FaithfuUy yours, 
(signed) LEROY lOA!! 

Assistant Secretary 
COMMENTARY; NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ,.SSEMBLY 

An Exam pie to be Followed 

B~ Bah .. '" Everywhere 
Beloved Friends: 

The letter written on beha1f of the 
Guardian by the Assistant Secretary 
is published in BAHA'i NEWS by the 
Guardian's direction. The Guardian 
wishes it to have wide circulation. 

What has been achieved in Africa 
sets an example to be followed by 
Baha'is everywhere. We are to pon~ 
der why such victories have been 
won in Africa and not in our own 
towns and cities. 

The Guardian sees no reason why 
similar victories should not be 
achieved in all parts ·of the world. 
The more profoundly we study this 
challenge, the sooner will we begin 
working according to a higher stand
ard. thereby carrying the beloved 
Faith to new and greater heights. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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AMERICAN HANDS OF CAUSE 
APPOINTS AUXILIARY BOARD 

The three American Hands of the 
Cause, prayerfully acting in accord
ance with the beloved Guardian's 
directions, have appointed a Board 
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of nine members for teaching work 
in North America, Central America, 
South America and the goals located 
throughout the Western Hemisphere. 

The teaching activities of the Aux
iliary Board of the Hands are aimed 
at assisting the four established Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies of the 
Western Hemisphere in fullfilling the 
tasks allotted to them tmder the Ten 
Year Plan. 

The nine members nominated and 
reported to the Guardian through the 
Hands of the Cause serving at the 
Baha'i World Center are: 

South America - Margot Worley, 
Gayle Woolson; Cent"rat America -
Esteban Canales; United States -
(and international) - William de 
Forge, Margery McCormick, Kather
ine McLaughlin, Florence Mayberry, 
Dr. Sarah Pereira; Canada - Row
land Estall. 

"The hour is ripe," the Guardian 
cabled, "to proceed during Ri<jvan 
with the appointment ... of Auxil
iary Boards, whose members, acting 
as deputies, assistants and advisors 
of the Hands, must increasingly lend 
their assistance for the promotion 
of the interests of the Ten Year Cru
sade." 

The Guardian also states that the 
Hands are to forge "ties with the 
National Spiritual Assemblies of the 
Baha'i world for the purpose of lend
ing them assistance in attaining the 
obj ectives of the Ten Year Plan. 

To make it possible for the Aux~ 
iliary Boards to fulfiU their mission, 
the Guardian has transmitted an 
initial contribution of five thousand 
pounds to be equally divided among 
the five continents, and has appealed 
to both individuals and National 
Assemblies to augment these funds. 

"Appeal to the twelve National 
Assemblies and individuals to insure 
a steady augmentation of Funds 
through assignment in National Bud
gets by individual dona tions. " 

Trustees were named by the 
Guardian for each of the Continental 
Funds. The trustee for America is 
Horace HoUey. 

"Fervently supplicating at the 
Holy Threshold for an unprecedented 
measure of blessings on this vital 
and indispensable organ of the em
bryonic and steadily unfolding Baha'i 
Administrative Order~" the Guard
ian added. 

CORINNE TRUE, 

HORACE HOLLEY, 

PAUL E. HANEY 

HANDS OF CAUSE OF ASIA 
APPOINT AUXILIARY BOARD 

Through their Secretary, Mr. A. 
Furiitan, the Hands of the Cause in 
Asia have infDrmed the National 
Spirituel Assembly of the United 
States that they have appointed an 
AuxHiary Board of seven persons. 
Their names are: Agnes Alexander, 
Carl Scherer. Elena M.arselta Fer
nie, Davoud Toeg, Abbas Ali Butt, 
Abul Qasim Faizi, Kazim Kazimza
deh. 

EUROPEAN AUXILIARY BOARD 
In accordance with instructions of 

the Guardian in his messages of 
October 8, 1952, and April 5, 1954, the 
Hands of the Cause of the European 
Continent have appointed the follow
ing Baha'i members of the Auxiliary 
Board to serve in the designated 
areas: 

1) Great Britain and Ireland, Faroe 
Islands, Iceland, Spitzbergen, Lofo
ten Islands and Norway: Marion Hof
man and Dorothy Ferraby. to assist 
George Townshend, Hand of the 
Cause. 

2) Sweden, Finland, Denmark, Ger
many, Austria, Netherlands, Bel
gium, Luxembourg, France, Corsica, 
Andorra, Yugoslavia (and countries 
not yet accessible): Eugen Schmidt, 
Anna Grossmann, Louis Henuzet, 
Joel Marengella, to assist Dr. Her
man Grossmann and Dr. Adelbert 
Miihlschlegel, Hands of the Cause. 

3) Spain, Portugal, Balearic Is
lands, Monaco, Liechtenstein, San 
Marino, Switzerland, Italy, SiCily, 
Sardinia, Malta, Greece, Crete, 
Rhodes t Cyprus: Elsa Steinmetz, 
Angeline Giachery and Tove Dele
uran, to assist Ugo Giachery, Hand 
of the Cause. 

MEMORIAL IN HONOR 
OF MARION JACK 

As directed by the Guardian, a 
Memorial gathering is to be held 
in honor of the "immortal hero
ine," Marion Jack, in the Baha'i 
Temple. It will be conducted jointly 
by the National Spiritual Assem
blies of Canada and the United 
States and European Teaching 
Committee - 8:00 P.M., Saturday, 
July 3. 1954. 

AU Baha'is are invited to attend 
this Memori aI, and pay tribute to 
one who, in Shoghi Effendi's words, 
was "surpassed in constancy, dedi
cation, self-abnegation and fear
lessness by none except the incom
parable Martha Root." 
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NATIONAL ELECTION 

The delegates attending the 46th 
Annual Convention of the Baha'is of 
the United States, and those voting 
by mail t elected the following Na· 
tional Spiritual Assembly. 

With their officers, the members 
are: Paul E. Haney, Chairman; 
Charles Wolcott. Vice-Chairman; 
Horace Holley, Secretary; Charlotte 
LinfootJ Assistant Secretary; Edna 
M. True, Recording Secretary; H. B. 
Kavelin, Treasurer,' Margery McCor· 
mick, Lawrence Hautz, Robert Mc
Laughlin. 

THE HOME FRONT 
TEACHING PLAN 

The goal of the home front teach
ing plan is to establish at least 300 
local Spiritual Assemblies by 1963. 
To achieve this ultimate goal the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly calls at
tention to the list of goal cities es
tablished last year which will remain 
as goals for this year. New goal 
cities will be added as the plan pro
gresses. As virgin goals become set
tled, they will be consolidation goals. 

The National Assembly suggests 
that every believer participate in the 
accomplishment of this task through 
his activities in one of the following 
roles: 

1. The Role of the A.rea Tea~hing 
Committee. 

The Area Teaching Committee is 
responsible for bringing to Assembly 
status all Baha'i localities of the area 
outside the established Baha'i com
munities. To accomplish this pur
pose, the Area Teaching Committee 
is to encourage volunteer activities 
by individuals, unified action by 
groups, extension teaching by com
muni ties. and the attendance of a H 
believers at area conferences. 

2. The Role of Assemblies. 
a. To make a careful survey of the 

area and report to the Area Teach
ing Committee what extension work 
it will assume in goal cities or other 
centers. 

b. To encourage dispersal of pio
neers from large communities (with 
over fifteen believers) for settlement 
in some goal city. 

c. To encourage deepening classes 
for increasing the capacity of be
lievers to serve the World Crusade. 

3. The Role of the Group 
To strive to attain Assembly sta

tus by unified action and the use of 
all the available facilities of the 
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Area Teaching Committee and ex
tension teaching committees. 

4. The Role of the Individual 
a. To arrive at an understanding 

of America's responsibilities in the 
World Crusade and how he himself 
can best participate in the accom
plishment of the tasks. 

b. To make the sacred Baha'i lit
erature his daily companion through 
study and meditation of such works 
as Gleanings from the Writing, of 
Bahd'u'Uuh. 

The Home Front Teaching Plan 
presented above is not a program 
but a means for attaining a specific 
goal. Each of us in the United States 
is not only involved but committed 
and pledged, for the goal has been 
defined by the Guardian himself. The 
Plan coordinates in one aim the 
American National Teaching Com
mittee, the Area Teaching Commit
t~s, the Assemblies, the groups and 
the individual believers. Its dynamic 
is love of God, its weapon is COn· 

secration to unified action. It begins 
for each of us at that very instant 
we attain to a conscious resolve to 
give our lives to the Faith. 

Specific programs for public meet
ings will be announced from time to 
time. These provide occasions for 
special contacts with the public. 
However, the Plan is continuous, and 
we do not participate if we are only 
interested in a schedule of public 
meetings. 

The National Assembly is account
able to the Guardian for the prog
ress of the World Crusade in all 
areas assigned to the United States. 
This accountability is constant. not 
a matter of a report at the end of 
the Ten Year Plan. The Interconti
l1ental Teaching Committees, the 
Am.erican National Teaching Com
mittee and the Area Teaching Com
mittees are all active and respon
sible. Many local communities are 
participating with all their power. 
The local Assembly in many cases 
seems to be immersed in local per
sonality problems, generating no 
power to project itself into the larger 
national effort. 

This year m.ay we witness a quick
ening spirit within all communities 
and groups. For we no longer live 
our Baha'i lives for ourselves alone. 
Upon the United States collectively 
rests the responsibility for a world 
mission. What each of us does, 
counts for pioneers abroad, counts 
for purchase of Temple sites, counts 
for translation of Baha'i texts into 
many native languages. Our effort 

multiplies-our lack of effort will un
dermine a great structure. It is a 
matter of realization, of will, of de
termination and of devotion. 
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PUBLIC AND PERSONAL 
CONTACTS 
Beloved Friends: 

The Guardian has advised the N a
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States that the time has come 
to arrange for Baha'i contact with 
n.ational officials and with important 
"public figures" in State and large 
city administrations. The purpose is 
to establish IIfriendly relations" with 
persons of influence, and the method 
is to be through interviews by two 
or three believers. A national com
mittee is to interview national offi· 
cials, and committees appointed by 
larger local Assemblies specifically 
deSignated by the National Assem
bly are to interview State and City 
officials. 

Success in this new and important 
public relations program will have 
g rea t effect upon the standing and 
operation of the American Baha'i 
CommlUlity in years to come when 
ecclesiastical criticisms of the Cause 
of God will be rife. 

In order to focus the interview 
upon a specific purpose, the National 
Assembly has prepared a special 
pamphlet entitled The Religion Of 
Humanity - The Meaning of the 
Baha'i Faith, which the various com~ 
mittees, local and national, are to 
present to the leaders interviewed. 
Copies are obtainable through the 
Publishing Committee in the usual 
way. 

The pamphlet can be freely used 
by believers generally I and can be 
presented to newspaper editors, ra
dio and TV program directors, edu
cators, as well as to personal con
tacts. (See Publishing Committee 
announcement in this issue.) 

What the National Assembly 
wishes the friends to note are these 
important points: First, public offi
cials are to be contacted only by 
authorized Baha'i representatives; 
Second, the purpose of each inter
view is to crea te respect of, and 
good feeling for, the Baha'i teach
ings, and therefore only the general 
purposes of the Faith are to be 
stressed. Third, the local Assemblies 
concerned are only those which re
ceive a special authorization from 
the National Assembly. Fourth, the 
vital question of developing new con
tacts in general deserves careful at. 
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tention from every Assembly and 
Committee. Two types of contact are 
encouraged by individuals and by 
Baha'i bodies: those which aim to 
teach and confirm; and those which 
are to create well-wishers. Each 
type is most succeSSfully approached 
when the committee or the individ. 
ual plans its or his contact in ad
vance, and undertakes only a limit
ed objective in the first interview or 
conversation. By limiting the objec
tive to the creation of interest on 
the part of prospective Baha'is, and 
the creation of respect on the part 
of people of influence, we handle the 
first approach with greater ease and 
assurance. To win a reading of the 
presentation pamphlet is all we need 
strive for at first. Let the second 
step, if any, be taken by the other 
person voluntarily and without pres· 
sure. 

Teaching the Faith is like a Shrine 
rising from an outer court. To enter 
the Shrine the visitor has to pass 
through the outer court. It is there, 
in the preliminary approach, that 
we assure success or failure in our 
undertaking. Gr.aciousness, inner 
conviction, appreciation of the other 
person's background and standing, 
and infinite patience, are the char
acteristics of a faith which can 
transcend our own personality and 
fit us to be servants of the Merciful. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL A..ssm.IBLY 

RECOGNITION OF BAHA'I 
HOLY DAYS 

The School Superintendent of 
Peoria has notified the local Assem· 
bly that BaM.'! children will be ex
cused from attendance on their re
ligious Holy Days. His notice was 
dated February 16, 1954. 

The Spiritual Assembly of Sacra
mento, California, reports that 
Baha'i children in that city can be 
excused from attendance at public 
schools on Baha'i Holy Days, on 
application by the parent to the 
school Principal. 

Baha'is of South Bend, Indiana 
asked the principal of the Perley 
School to excuse their children from 
attendance on Baha'i Holy days. This 
permission was readily granted. 

CORRECTIONS IN 
GUARDIAN'S CABLE OF 
FEBRUARY 8, 1954 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has received from Haifa .a list of 
corrections to be made in the text 
of the Guardian's cable dated Feb-
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ruary 8, 1954, published on page 1 
of BA.H.A.'i NEWS for March. 

In paragraph 6, "Togoland" should 
be "Togolands: tI in paragraph 11, 
"opening year (of the) auspiciously
unfolding decade" should be "open
ing year (of this) auspiciously-un
folding decade;" paragraph 12, Ilad_ 
ditional volunteers (into the) same 
territories" should be Hadditional 
volunteers (into these) same terri
tories." 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
CONCERNING BAHA'I NEWS 
AND BAHA'I PUBLICITY 

In order to remove a cause for 
confusion in Baha'i correspondence, 
the National Spiritual Assembly has 
changed the name of Baha'i News 
Service to Baha'i Press Service. This 
is the Committee which deals with 
publicity. 

Many believers have written to 
BAHA'i NEWS Editorial Committee 
when they meant Baha'i News Ser
vice Committee. 

Please note that when you address 
BABA 'f NEWS you write to BAHA'i 
NEWS Editorial Committee. 110 Lin
den Avenue, Wilmette, 11linois, and 
when you address the national pub
licity activity you write to Baha'i 
Press Service, 6543 N. Campbell Ave
nue, Chicago 45, Illinois. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEl'VIBLY 

SEVENTH PIONEER REPORT 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of the United States is 
happy to announce the arrival 'Of the 
following pioneers at their posts in 
World Crusade goal areas. 
ARRIVALS IN VIRGm AREAS 

Mrs. Vivian Wesson and Miss 
Mavis Nymon arrived in French To
goland, May 2, 1954. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Stamp arrived in 
Sl. Helena May 4. 
ARRIvALS IN" CONSOLIDATION AREAs 

Mrs. Laura Kelsey Allen arrived 
in Tripoli, Libya, September 3, 1953. 

TEMPLE SITE IN AUSTRALIA 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of Australia and New 
Zealand announces the following in 
its official publication, Natiancrl 
News Items. 

After much searching, the mem
bers of the Temple Site committee 
in Sydney have finally located a sit-

uation with a commanding view. 
"The property, 9'h miles from the 

city ~ at North Balgowla, has been in· 
spected and the National Spiritual 
Assembly has accepted it as a Tem
ple site. A cable stating 'Purchase 
secured four acres Temple site' 
has been sent to Shoghi Effendi. The 
National Spiritual Assembly is 
pleased to announce the completion 
of this part of the Ten Year Goal 
and sincerely thank the friends for 
their assistance in attaining it." 

FRANKFURT TEMPLE 
SITE SELECTED 

Announcement is made by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Germany and Austria of 
selection of the site for the Baha'i 
House of Worship. The site was 
chosen by the Guardian from three 
locations submitted to him, which 
in turn had been voted by the Na
t~onal Spiritual Assembly out of six 
possibilities. The site selected lies 
about one mile from the city limits 
of Frankfurt, on a high plateau near 
the TalUlus Hills, and affords a wide 
view over the city of Frankfurt and 
the autobahn toward Kassel and 
Hannover. 

Steps are already being taken to 
announce an international competi
tion to Baha'i and non-Baha'i archi
tects for submission of designs for 
the House of Worship to be built on 
this site, as One of the tasks of the 
World Crusade. 

TRANSLATIONS INTO 
AFRICAN LANGUAGES 

The 1954 Convention Report of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Bah.a'is of the British Isles states: 

"With the approval of the Guard
ian, substitutes have been found for 
some of the African languages orig
inally selected for translation. In 
some cases it was found that the 
languages chosen were local dia
lects, in others another of the se
lected languages was equally well 
understood, and in others it Was 
found that another language was 
more widely spoken. The following 
substitutes have been approved: 
Grebo for Gio, Kpelle for Kroa, Dag
bane for Ashanti, Susu for Yalunka, 
Baoule for Aladian, Mbundo for Lu
imbi, Lingala for Bua, Luba for 
Wongo, Ruanda for Sena, Duala for 
Gu. Shilluk for Krongo, Kongo for 
Eanu and Shangaan for Renga." 

A pamphlet in Yao has been print
ed. Gu and Shona pamphlets are 
with the printers, awaiting special 
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matrices. Malagasy and Suie trans
lations are being proofread. Trans
lations are in progress in the Greba 
Kpelle, Dagbane, Bemba, Ruand~ 
and Susu languages. 

In addition to these translations 
which are goals of the World Cru~ 
sade, much material has been care
fully prepared and mimeographed in 
the Swahili, Lumasaba, Luganda, 
and Ateso languages. 

TRANSLATION INTO 
CHEROKEE 

The American Indian Service Com
mittee is happy to announce the 
completion of the translation of the 
first selection of Baha'i literature 
into the Cherokee language. This se
lection was the prayer, 

Blessed is the spot, and Ute house, 
and the place. and the city, and the 
heart, and the mountain, and the 
refuge, and the cave, and the vaUey~ 
and the land, and the sea, and the 
island, and the meadow where men
tion of God hath been made, and His 
pTaise glorified. 

PIONEERS IN THE 
SOUTH PACIRC 

-Baha'u'lliih 

The fol1owing passages are taken 
from a letter addressed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Fernie, pioneers, to the 
Guardian on March 6, 1954. Publica
tion here is by direction of the 
Guardian. In these passages we live 
again in the age of 'dawn-breakers.' 

"We felt that we would like to 
share with you our first report from 
the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, there
fore we enclose a copy, the original 
of which we have sent to the Asia 
Teaching Committee of Central 
America." 

"Early in our stay (in Fiji) Roy 
arranged a piano concert for me and 
a radio broadcast of the same pro
gram. That gave us an "in" with 
the European group and from that 
time we fraternized with both 
'blacks' and 'whites,' without any 
sign of friction on either side, 

"Although the Indian Baha'is and 
students were aware of our true pur
pose in going to the Gilbert and El
lice Islands, it was not disclosed to 
anyone else. The British Govern
ment is fed up with missionaries, 
and here in the colonies they apnear 
to be anti-American, as well. Since 
there is no work for Americans in 
the Gilberts and they consider that 
nobody in his right mind would want 
to come here unless he was forced 
to by duty, we had to invent a plausi-
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ble reason for desiring to enter. No 
good reason, no permission to enter. 
As a result Roy is a 'scientist, 
engaged in research work on Gil
bertese language, culture, customs, 
etc. t Having made such a claim we 
were conscience-bound to make it so, 

"While I was pioneering in the 
Dominican Republic, I was prlvi
leged to meet the famous Dr. J. B. 
Rhine of Duke University, originator 
of a new science called 'Parapsy
chology' (Extra-Sensory Percep
tion). I attended his lectures, was 
greatly impressed both by the man 
and by his amazing experiments, 
chatted with him personally many 
times and finally gave him the 
Baha'i message. I suggested that 
Roy write to him and offer his serv
ices. 

"Dr. Rhine answered immediate
ly, remembered me, showed great 
enthusiasm in the project and in 
ideas which Roy had expressed and 
said he would be delighted to co
operate in research work on the Gil
bertese people. 

'~He offered to send tests and ma
terials for scientific research work 
and in vi ted Roy to send in articles 
for publication in the J oumal of 
ParapsychoLogy. Since Roy and sci
ence go together like a duck and 
a pond, he's happy. Dr. Rhine is 
happy, I'm happy, the Resident 
Commissioner of the Gilbert and El_ 
lice Islands Colony is happy, and the 
ways of God are marvelous beyond 
description! 

"The Tablet of Al).mad has been 
as magic for us as Aladdin's lamp 
for the heroes and heroines of 
legend. The Resident Commissioner 
finally said we could enter, if We 
could find a place to stay. He in
formed us that there were no hotels, 
no guest houses and we couldn't 
build our own because all materials 
were committed for 1954. We didn't 
know a soul in the Gilberts. Upon 
receipt of the Commissioner's 
lengthy cable we recited the Tablet 
of Al).mad. The next day we went 
downtown. I had had several chats 
with a woman in a stvre whose cou
sin once lived in the Gilberts. We 
went to see her, she referred us to 
someone else, that someone else re
ferred us to someone else, and the 
last 'someone else' was entertain
ing his best friend, a Mr. Schutz, the 
last of the independent traders in all 
of the Gilberts. That evening Mr. 
Schutz literal1y took us to his bosom. 
He wired his son in Tarawa to ex
tend us hospitality in Tarawa, then 

to take us across to Abaiang Island 
in hi s own boat, the 'Ki a Kia,' 
where he has another house which 
he seldom uses. Not satisfied with 
doing that much for us, he instruct
ed his son to get us a house built on 
Abaiang. 

"The last of our problems van
ished in the same magical manner. 
Now with our cabled permission to 
enter in hand, there weren't any 
boats to take us, not until April 3. 
We even investigated the possibility 
of chartering a plane. We kept 
straight faces when the airline said 
it would only cost 2000 pounds, and 
didn't have a good laugh until we 
got outside. We turned to the Tablet 
of Al).ma d again and rather lightly 
remarked that we guessed Baha
'u'llah 'would have to send us a 
boat.' He did-with the same start
ling rapidity. At 11 o'clock in the 
morning we received a telephone call 
from a friend saying that the MIS 
'Vasu,' originally bound for New 
Zealand, had been chartered for Tar
awa instead. It was leaving that aft
ernoon at 5 o'clock ... so here we 
are. Roy says that if we had said the 
Tablet of Al).mad with any more 
'sincerity' than he did, we wouldn't 
even have had six hours to make it! 

"The sequel to the *'Dawn-break
ert is just as amazing. AJone we 
could not carry out our plans. Once 
in Suva, however, the dream began 
to take form. Alvin Blum heard 
about it and offered his help. A new 
and very beloved Indian boy sudden
ly appeared on the scene, embraced 
the Faith against the opposition of 
his Muslim relatives-and what 
should he happen to be but a boat 
builder. His will be the loving hands 
that make the 'Dawn-breaker' a real
ity, and we, with Alvin, and prob
ably Stanley Bolton, Jr., will help 
to finance and outfit ber, as our re
sources permit it. 

"The Gilberts are primitive be
yond belief. They seem almost not 
to belong to the rest of the world. 
God willing, the 'Dawn-breaker' will 
carry Baha'is on teaching trips to 
all of the Islands of the Pacific, 
whether they be far-flung and for
gotten like the Gilberts, or busy 
crossroads of the world like Fiji." 

Pioneers Write Home 
The following letter from Mr. and 

Mrs. Roy Fernie, written to Baha'i 
friends, dated March 6, 1954, is pub
lished by the Guardian's direction. 
It adds to the deep sense of spiritual 
• A bGat they plan to build. 

, 
victory which permeated their letter 
to the Guardian. 

"After a long wait, the goal has 
finally been reached. It is a new 
way of life to us, one that will chal
lenge our resources, prove our pa
tience and sincerity and demand the 
utmost of us as Baha'is. The future 
will make or break US; that is cer
tain. For products of Western civili· 
zation~ such as we, there is no better 
testing ground than these islands. 

"Our departure from Suva was 
hurried. A friend in one of the ship
ping offices called at 11 A.M. one 
morning and asked if we had heard 
that 'the Vasu is sailing for Tarawa 
at five this afternoon.' Of course we 
hadn't heard; however. from that 
moment for the next six hours there 
was a mad scramble to get every~ 
thing ready for our departure. As 
you may realize our baggage and 
equipment was not light as we had 
to bring with us nearly everything 
necessary to maintain life here. Our 
total equipage includes six large 
packing cases of everything from 
stoves and Coleman lamps to a re
frigerator and medical supplies, and 
of course, the piano. By the grace of 
the powers that be, we got on board 
before sailing time, bag and bag~ 
gage not, however, without having to 
neglect the obtaining of some neces~ 
sary items that the time element 
prohibited. 

"Then the fun started. No sooner 
had we gotten clear of the reef at 
Suva, we realized how small schoon
ers behave on the open ocean. It 
is hard to believe that any craft 
could roll so hard and so fast. With
out shame, we both admit that we 
were deathly seasick. The trip lasted 
eight days and made us recall the 
'Resurgent' as being a sort of luxury 
liner. It had its compensations, how
ever, for the officers and crew were 
fine people. 

"As we sighted Tarawa, the Cap
tain turned to us and said 'There
is the end of the world!' 

"We were met on arrival by the 
two Schutz brothers, whose father 
had radioed our pending arrival 
from Suva. Again Baha'u'llah has 
showered His bounties upon us, for 
they have offered us the hospitality 
of their home (a beautiful Gilbertese 
type rambling house) and we wil1 
be staying here for a few days before 
pushing on to Abaiang Island where 
we will take up permanent resi
dence. Maybe you will remember 
from previous correspondence how 
the elder Schutz befriended us in 
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Suva and was instrumental in over
coming our greatest difficulties in 
obtaining entry to the Gilberts. The 
Schutz family TWl a trading com
pany known as jTangitang' which 
is the only non-government trading 
concern that remains in the islands. 

"Yesterday we took a trip around 
Betio Island, which is the part of 
Tarawa Atoll that took the brunt of 
the recent war. The beaches are lit
tered with rusting landing craft, 
tanks, guns and the tools of ccivil
ized' man's way of life. A little in
land are the pock-marked remains 
of massive fortifications and gun 
emplacements, left by the Japanese. 
One also notices that all the palm 
trees and pandanus are very small, 
being only a few years old, as the 
entire island was razed by bombard
ment, during those ill-fated weeks. 
Already the undergrowth is begin
ning to cover the evidences of vio
lence as if nature, in her shame, 
wishes to hide the handiwork of her 
highest creation. Although the island 
is returning to its former state, the 
sight of wanton destruction and a 
pathetic solitary soldier's helmet, 
lying forgotten on a blinding white 
coral beach, impressed us with a 
heartbreaking sadness. 

"Thousands lie here, buried and 
unburied, their chalky bones left to 
tell the story of a peaceful necklace 
of islands, which seemed to be of no 
use to anyone in the world but their 
dusky Micronesian inhabitants, W1~ 
til, overnight, they became a silker 
cord around the neck of an aggressor 
nation. 

"We are feeling our way arotuld 
here, from the teaching standpoint. 
As we no doubt reported before, 
there are French Catholic missions 
here, and also Church of England, 
known here as the London Mission· 
ary Society. The very presence of 
Government people on Tarawa 
would restrict our activities to a 
great extent, because they would 
automatically tend to keep us in 
their circles. It is for that reason 
that we wish to go to Abaiang, the 
neighboring island to the North. 
There are no Europeans there out~ 
side of the Missions, yet we will be 
near enough to Tarawa to come over 
whenever necessary or feasible. 

< 'In our next we will try to s end a 
picture of a Gilbertese house, one 
such as we will have. Believe it or 
not, if there is a European or Amer
ican type house here, we haven't yet 
seen it. Picture a little African vil
lage and you've got an idea. The 

missionaries haven't succeeded in 
making all of the Gilbertese ladies 
'modest' a ccording to European 
standards, so they still dress, for the 
most part, from the waist down 
more than from the waist up. Either 
they wear nothing, or else a man's 
undershirt, when they are at home 
working. When they go to shop at 
the Cooperative Society they [dress 
up,' 

"We will keep you informed of our 
progress, although the letters may 
take ages to get to you. We shall be 
deeply grateful for all and anything 
you may send us, For a time at least 
we shall have only ourselves to dis
cuss the Faith with, but we both 
feel that, as Jimmy Barrett says, 
'a hole has been punched' through 
the heaven]y canvas and the boun~ 
ties of B aha 'u 'llah will rain down on 
this desert. It, like Mount Carmel, 
will blossom as the rose. U 

LETTER FROM BAHA'I 
BROTHER IN AFRICA 

The following passages are taken 
from a letter written by one of the 
new African Baha'is, Enoch Olinga, 
who was enrolled some two years 
ago in Uganda. He left his home to 
volunteer in the British Cameroons 
in the autumn of 1953. There is now 
a Spiritual Assembly in his goal city. 

With this brief statement of fact 
is presented a truly remarkable doc
ument which can prove a great 
stimulus to Baha'is, who, though 
their circumstances are materially 
superior, do not accomplish for the 
Faith what this African brother 
does. (His letter was written to 
Haifa.) 

"At first it looked almost impos
sible to conceive the idea to get any 
of the new believers leave their 
homes to move to foreign lands; but 
I knew very well that the beloved 
Guardian, who is actually watching 
the world and all the believers, could 
not have asked for the impossible. 
As soon as the news reached their 
attentive and sensitive ears the be
lievers reacted in such a manner 
that a spectator could take them for 
drunkards, Indeed so. They really 
became intoxicated with the choicest 
wine of His love, and of submissive
ness and obedience to the call of 
their Best Beloved. Pioneering offers 
poured in like locusts and clear signs 
of readiness to move the next min· 
ute were manifest, forgetting their 
property and loving relatives and 
families. When CAli arrived not a sin
gle minute was wasted. Off they flew 
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like very mighty eagles in the heav
enly sky. Such are the soldiers of 
Bahit'u'llah. or How I wish I accom
panied them 1 May Baha'u'llith sus
tain them and guide their footsteps 
along the glorious Path of spiritual 
understanding and selfless sacrifice 
so that they may grow into trees 
whose fruits will be the food for the 
hungry ones. My constant prayer is 
that they may be enabled to find 
suitable means of settlement. I know 
the beloved Guardian'~ fervent 
prayers are with them. 

"The Faith is spreading steadily. 
To date it is represented in six towns 
(locations): Buea, Bota and Victo
ri~; Titco, Lobe and Matengave; 
WIth a good number of verbal dec-
larations. Of course man power is 
still lacking; but I hope very soon 
we shal! be enabled to meet the de
mand. Already a Baha'i pamphlet is 
in process of being translated into 
Douala.'· 

PIONEER LETTERS 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

wishes to share the following pass· 
ages from pioneer letters, in keeping 
with its policy of keeping the BaM'! 
world informed of the spirit and 
some of the incidents which charac· 
terize the unfoldment of the World 
Crusade. 

Excerpts from Pioneer Lett..... to 
the Africa Teaching Committee 

Dr. Robert Gulick, Tripoli, Libya. 
"Libya has one Assembly in 

Benghazi: barring untoward inci
dents, it should have at least two by 
RiQ-vim with Tripoli being the sec
ond, The more difficult province to 
reach is the Fezzan with its sparse 
popUlation (around 50,000) and diffi
cult climate. The Benghazi assem
bly is setting aside twenty pounds a 
month (around $56) to assist settlers 
in that province. 

"An interesting characteristic of 
this community (Tripoli) is that it 
is composed of representatives of 
East and West: Persians, Amer~ 
ieans, 'Iraqis, and Egyptians: 
prayers are read or chanted in Eng~ 
lish, Arabic, and Persian, and con
sultation must proceed in both 
Arabic and English." 
Bill and Marguerite Sears, Johannes
burg, Union of South Africa. 
Jinja~ Uganda, NovembeT 20, 1953. 

Report From Uganda 
"This report will be very informal 

and will include our trip to Kampala 
and Jinja, as well as to the Teso 
Conference School. 
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"We arrived at Kampala, Friday 
night Sept. 18. The Elston's met our 
plane and took us to our quarters. 
The Nakbjavani's and Bananis had 
left us an empty house, a cocker 
spaniel dog and a houseboy who 
spoke fluent Luo, broken Swahili, 
and fractured English. 
~'The Elston's warned us that 'Ali's 

landlord would not repair the roof, 
and thatli it rained the roof would 
leak and we could hear its dripping. 
There was, it did, and we could. The 
thunder was louder than the drums 
from the Kabaka's palace up the 
hill. At the first crash, Paul (the 
houseboy) brought pails, tubs, pans 
and buckets. He placed them while 
the floor was dry, but every one 
was a bull's-eye, Soon the rains 
came. They made all sorts of weird 
noises as they landed in the various 
containers. Bing r Bang r Bong! Ping r 
Plip! Marguerite was quite p1eased. 
'We brought rain.' she said, 'Ies a 
good omen,' 'Not for 'Ali's landlord,' 
I told her. 

"The next day, teaching work be
gan on a scale that was unprece
dented to us. Our problem has al
ways been, 'Where can we find some 
new contacts.' Here the problem is. 
'Will someone take the five Resur
rections into the living room while 
I finish with these three Universal 
Houses of Justice.' What joy! 

"Marguerite taught at the Center, 
while for the first few days I had to 
reIIlain in bed. So she would be at 
the noon-day class and would bring 
a group back to 'the sieve' as we 
called the house. They would gather 
around on the chairs and the other 
bed, and I would have the pleasure 
of talking to them. 

"The Buganda people win your 
heart effortlessly. Their smiles, 
courtesy, and kindness will capture 
any soul that stjl! has life. We feel 
that we have never really taught the 
Faith until we have come here. The 
initiative is reve-rsed, We sought in
quirers in America; here, we are 
sought out. They know we are here 
to talk to them about the Faith, so 
'Ali's home is filled most of the time. 
We have many for dinner. lunch
sometimes for breakfast. It is hard 
on the budget, but wonderful on the 
heart. I remem ber a line from one 
of our television p~ays, 'Where there 
is room in the heart, there is always 
room in the home.' Marguerite has 
always had a way of making even 
me feel that I was someone special 
who had come to dinner, and I can 
see that they felt this, too. 

"We left Kampala for Jinja on the 
28th of September. With regret we 
left CAli's house, It is lovely really. 
Except when you have to share it 
with the rain. It has large bright, 
airy roams and a lovely garden with 
paw paw, mango and palm trees. 
There are vines with guava in abun
dance, and a vine with a gay morn
ing glory of the Texas (vitamin-fed) 
variety. We look across a broad 
green valley and up a high maj estic 
hill. We have taken a picture of it for 
posterity. For although they tell us 
it will be impossible to obtain, we 
still are certain someday the Temn"e 
will look down and bless the city 
from there. 

HWe parted with many embraces, 
a few tears, and much confusion. An 
hour and a half later, we were in 
Jinja. 

"Oh, yes, we bought a car. Had 
to. There was no other way to get 
us all up to Tilling, Teso. We 
chopped 5500 shillings from our 
grand total of 8000 and bought an 
Anglia. Our funds shrivelled in Jo
hannesburg, but we were tmper
turbed. We recalled the Guardian's 
words during Marguerite's pilgrim
age, 'The pioneer shouldn't worry 
about jobs or money. They should 
just go and they will not need 
money. It will come.' Ours had been 
mostly going instead of coming, but 
we still believe, Besides we had 2500 
shillings to run through our fingers, 
when they weren't shaking too vio
lently. 

"It was my first ride in a small 
car with a right hand drive, and as 
Marguerite had a universal love for 
the entire roadbed all the way to 
Jinj.a it was just what I needed. 
When we arrived we were met by 
Philip Hainsworth. 

"I put myself right to bed, but he 
put me right- out of bed in the speak
er's chair at the meeting that night. 
Marguerite talked on the American 
Conference, we played RuJ:iiyyih 
Khimum's public talk given at the 
Medinah Temple in Chicago, and I 
spoke on 'Abdu'l-Baha and the lay
ing of the cornerstone. We brought 
our tape recorder, so we played the 
record of the public dedication of the 
Temple. excerpts from the Ameri
can Conference, and showed slides 
of the Temple and the African Con
ference. 

"By this time I had learned 
enough Swahili to say to Philip, 
'Ninapurnzika sana; ninakwenda 
kitanda sasa hive - upesil' (I am 
very tired and I am going to bed 
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right now-quickly!) Hets been in 
Jinja so long it's hard to get through 
to him in English. 

"If any of your African pioneers 
have the opportunity to visit Uganda 
before going to their posts, or at any 
time, I recommend very seriously 
that they go to Jinja and listen to 
Philip teach the African people. It 
has been of more help to me than 
anyone single thing on this jouliley. 

"There was a very good omen the 
night we arrived in Jinja. It rained. 
Philip said it would keep the hip
popotami out of his garden at night. 
They come up from the Nile source, 
attracted no doubt by the singing 
that Philip and the believers do 
after the meetings. 

"The next day, Philip took us to 
the Ripon Falls, headwaters of the 
Nile. We saw the metal plaque that 
says: 'Speke discovered the Ripon 
Falls, near Lake Victoria, source of 
the Nile, hitherto unknown'. I'll bet 
the hundreds of natives who, history 
says, watched Speke and his party 
from either shore. would have been 
tickled to death to know that the 
Ripon Falls had been discovered at 
last. 

"On Thursday, October 1st, we 
started for Teso. We stopped at Igan
ga to visit and teach. It is about 20 
miles from Jinja. PhiJip arranged 
for Marguerite to speak at the worn. 
an's club there on the way back, and 
for me to speak at the CMS second
ary school. To save time and miles, 
we took the Teryini Ferry (sic). The 
cars courageously trust themselves 
on a raft, the dimensions of which 
are just enough, and the condition 
of which is just not. One look, and 
we christened it 'Genesis'. The mo
tor pusher by which the raft is usual
ly propelled (this verb is too strong) 
had broken down. However, some 
boys with long poles were prepared 
to push us to the other side. It took 
well over an hour. Philip took his 
shoes off and splashed in the water; 
Marguerite fed bananas to Philip's 
monkey, Jimmy; Philip's cook, 
John, talked to one of the African 
travelers about the Faith. We gave 
him a pamphlet in Luganda and the 
boy read the entire pamphlet aloud 
to two others who came up to listen. 
There would have been time to read 
the New Era. One of the 'pole-push
ers' rested every few pole pushes 
and spent half the ti m e talking to 
the monkey. Another stopped work 
to pick Marguerite a delicate blue 
and gold water.lily, they grow in 
abundance a mid the dirt, oil and 
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debris of lake Kyaga. Philip. who 
was still using his bare feet as croco
dile hait, grinned up at me and said, 
'Timeless Africa'. As the Headmas
ter told us in Iganga, 'Our people 
don't come "on time" I they come "in 
time".' 

HPhilip's car stalled in Palissa an 
a deserted corner. Before he had the 
hood (oops, bonnet) uP. we were 
surrounded. In Pennsylvania, Philip 
could have withered away an old 
man before anyone came to help. In 
Palissa, he had forty helpers im
mediately. It was like crying, 'Fire' 
in the British Museum. 

"Across the Ferry, we were in 
Teso. The greeting is 'Yoga'. Every
body 'Yoga's' everybody. so it takes 
some time to start a conversation. 
We finally arrived in Tilling, jour
ney's end. Philip was delighted to 
see that the BahO.'is had cut a fine 
new road to the center. They had 
been eagerJy awaiting the coming of 
our party. From these Teso people 
as they rushed to meet us, the greet
ing was not their tribal one, 'Yoga', 
it was 'Allah-u-Ahha!' 

"We were shown to our quarters. 
It was a mud hut, rOlUld, with a 
thatched roof and cow-dung floor, It 
belonged to Stanley !kara, who gave 
it to us and slept in the cookhouse, 
which is a very little round mud hut 
with a thatched roof, and a floor. 

"Although this Was Thursday and 
the Conference was not until Sun
day t there was already a large group 
waiting. We all went to the center 
and greeted them and talked about 
the Faith. We expressed our happi
ness at being in the first Baha'i Cen
ter in Teso. Mr. Esubere, the pioneer 
to West Nile, told us that noW there 
were three other Baha'i Centers built 
in Teso. 'When we returned to our 
hut, we saw a picture of the Greatest 
Name hanging on the bare mud wall. 
When we thanked our host, Mr. 
Ikara, for giving up his hom~ to us, 
he said, 'It is not to thank me. Thank 
Bahit'u'llah, He has made it possi
ble.' 

HNext day we visited a village 
named Osopotoit. There, Philip and 
the other members of the UTC 
(Uganda Teaching Committee), ac
cepted the declarations of 23 new be
lievers who had been waiting to be 
taken into the Faitb officially. While 
they met, Marguerite, Michael and 
I spoke to 14 women, 20 men and 
18 children, mostly non-Baha'is. 

"As we drove through what the 
Africans call lthe boosh' (actually 
a footpath and bicycle trail with 

four foot high grass on either side) 
children and adults ran out from 
their huts and called, 'Baha'u'Uah! 
Baha'u'Wlh[' They were not believ
ers, but neighbors of the Baha'is. 
The only automobiles which come in 
are of the Baha'is and we were told 
by the Baha'is of Osopotoit that their 
neighbors would say the following 
days 'Baha'u'Uah came by us'. 
'~There was a great feast the next 

day, Saturday. A sheep was barbe
qued, Tea was served. Village chiefs, 
Baha'is and their friends came from 
everywhere. There were over two 
hundred present. We spoke to them 
of the coming of Baha'u'llah and its 
meaning. Officials from the nearby 
schools attended the Feast (African 
Fiesta). Everyone was pleased with 
it, as could be told from their en
thusiasm and difficulty in saying, 
'Yoga-do!' CGood-bye\ to you city 
dwellers.) 

HSunday, October 4, the Confer
ence began with about 200 present, 
representing over 16 communities. It 
began at 8 o'clock in the morning. 
Ten Assembly chairmen and six sec
retaries were present. 

Mr. Abeto, Chairman of Tilling, 
the host community, gave one of the 
most moving speeches of welcome, 
I've heard yet. Its simplicity and 
eloquence will always rank among 
the highest. He told of the coming 
of the first Baha'is. He said their 
neighbors warned them that the 
white people had come to carry them 
off to eat them. He told of the bound
less joy and happiness demonstrated 
when they all returned to Teso from 
the Kampala conference. The people 
shouted and cried. They had given 
them up as dead, In spite of this, 
they still say the white people have 
come to capture the black people 
for food. Marguerite, in her reply, 
told them how severa1 Americans 
had warned us when we left for Af· 
rica that the black people would cap· 
ture us and eat us. This caused great 
hilarity at the Conference. 

"The Teso choir sang, 'AIHlh-u
Abha,' then they sang a new song 
composed especially for the Confer
ence. It was called, jYes, it is true1 
The Return of Christ is Baha'u'll.lih1' 
The choir told us, before singing it 
that the words had been written by 
the entire choir using Baha'i con
sultation. 

"A great share of the afternoon 
session was given over to consulta
tion on the problems of alcohol and 
polygamy. There was a thorough dis
cussion of the laws of Baha'u'llah 
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and their application. The last hour 
was devoted to reports on the teach
ing work in the various areas of 
Teso. Many admitted problems of 
drinking and polygamy t but indicat
ed that as the laws were being more 
thoroughly understood the problems 
should be diminishing. Desire on the 
part of seekers to hear more seemed 
to be the keynote. The lack of ma
terial in their language, Ateso, was 
a major problem. Need for teachers 
to carry out deepening work was an
other thought frequently expressed. 
Eagerness to become Baha'is too 
soon was still very common among 
those who first heard the message. 
Tito, the pioneer to Mwanza, told of 
the young man in Mbale who he 
(Tito) had spoken to but twice. The 
young man said he wanted to be a 
Baha'i and that he was ready. He 
said that he had read the pamphlet 
and didn't want to wait. Tito asked 
him, "If you know about the Faith, 
where does the Guardian live?" The 
answer came at once and full of con~ 
fidence, 'Mombasal' 

"Oh, by the way, I forgot to tell 
you that there was a very good omen 
on our first night in Teso, Correct. 
It rained. Only we were told it was 
good by no one less than our inter
preter, Enos Epyeru, pioneer to El
doret, Kenya. He said that to arrive 
and bring rain after such a dry sea
son, made us especially blessed by 
his people. We were (I've forgotten 
the Ateso name) those who rescue 
the parched earth. This made us 
happy. We also felt very much at 
home that night, for the roof leaked 
brilliantly. 

School Report 
1. The school began Monday, Octo
ber 5. 
II. Attendance: 

8-9:30 Lowe,t63 Highest 173 
10-12 a. Lowest 15 29 

b. " 53 H 78 
c. " 12 " 32 

4-6 H 75 " 183 
Average daily attendance 109. 

III. Content material of classes: 
8:00·9:30 History of the Faith. 

1. Dawn-Breakers (Shaykh Ahmad 
to Baha'u'llah's exile) - . 

2. God Passes By (Bahil'u'llilh's 
Life, Bagl1dild to 'Akkil) 

3. Promised Day is Come (Tablets 
to Kings, and consequences. Added 
historical data concerning the kings 
to whom Baha 'u'llah wrote and steps 
leading to their downfan.) 

4. Life of 'Abdu·I-Bahil. 
5. Covenant (Adam to Guardian). 
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The above stories were related to 
the local teaching problems where
ever possible. The emphasis placed 
on the laws of God and Bahil'u'llil.h 
and the suffering and difficulties that 
follow disobedience. 
10:00-12:00 noon Language classes. 

1. Illiterates-Ateso people were 
taught basic reading and writing
they were beginning both at begin
ning of second week. 

2. Beginning English-These were 
taught how to carryon a conversa
tion in basic English. 

3. Advanced English-These were 
taught to increase their vocabulary 
and to perfect their understanding of 
grammar. This group also memo
rized three prayers in English: The 
noon day obligatory prayer, The Re
mover of Difficulties, and the short 
Healing Prayer. 

NOTE: Special rna teria1 was pur
chased and supplied to each group. 
These classes were to be carried on 
for at least another two weeks by 
qualified local Baha'is who assisted 
during the session. 
4:00-5:00 P.M. 4. Administration 
(Principles). 

The Baha'i Administration (Brit
ish edition) was used during this 
class. The Administrative Order and 
its institutions were outlined, ex~ 

plained, and discussed. Part of this 
period was given to answering ques
tions. 
5:0()'5:45 P.M. 5. Administration 
(Applied). 

Administration from the appUed 
point of view. Some illustrations 
were: make-up of the Local Assem
bly 7 conduct of an election, mean
ing and form of a Feast, example 
of consultation, duties of officers of 
Assemblies and committees, rights 
and duties of the individual believer, 
vital necessity of knowing laws. Em
phasis was placed on the importance 
of developing the local Assembly so 
that it could begin to solve most of 
its own problems. Self-development 
on an individual, local .and area ba. 
sis was. in fact, the thread that ran 
through the entire school. 
5:45-6:00 P.M. Stories about the 
Faith: 

These were of an inspirational 
character so that the day might end 
on a high p1ane. The stories were 
selected to cheer the heart and to 
instruct the mind at the same time. 
7:3Q-9:30 P.M. Pioneers. 

The pioneers were given the op
portunity to ask questions about 
their pioneering projects. They were 
given answers to specific questions 

about the Faith. They were told, in 
detail, the steps to be taken in the 
formation of their Assembly I etc. 
Mis ce llaneous 

1. Under the supervision of the 
Uganda Teaching Committee, a spe. 
cial Teso district Teaching Commit
tee was formed. The Committee was 

a. To assist in carrying on the 
school idea after the formal ses
sions 

b. To expand the teaching ac
tivities throughout Teso 

c. To assist and encourage the 
weaker local Assemblies 

d. To be an arm of the UTe to 
help solve the problems of the 
area. This would prevent delay, 
since it would be on the spot to as
semble facts, and to give a local 
understanding to them. 
2. One entire afternoon period, 

12:00 to 4:00, was given to this com
mittee before they organized. All 
the steps of organization, election, 
the steps necessary to the solution 
of a problem (as used by NSA's) 
were outlined. The necessity of fre
quent meetings and regular reports 
was emphasized. A special notebook 
for the secretary was provided. A 
book on Baha'i Administration given 
to the Chairman for the committee. 

The committee then carried on 
their organization, planned to meet 
every two weeks, with another spe. 
cial meeting the following day so 
they could begin to function at once. 

In the words of the secretary, 
"Can this Teso District Committee 
for a11 time be appointed and or
ganized in this same way so that 
this day would live in the history of 
Teso t so overjoyed and moved are 
we by this great step." 

We were all touched by the spirit, 
but explained the Administrative 
problem. They agreed then that to 
send a "cable to their most Beloved 
Guardian, would mark this unfor
gettab1e day on their hearts." 

3. The District Commissioner 
came from Soroti to visit and to see 
what the Baha'is were doing. The 
Government has been eager to carry 
on just such seT.f-deve!opment proj
ects as the Language classes, and 
thanks to the UTe the Baha'is have 
I1 stolen a march" on them. It should 
be marked to the Baha'i credit with 
the Government. 

4. There were several extra-curri
cular activities, in which everyone 
took part, during the rest-hours of 
12:00 to 4:00 P.M. Some of the most 
interesting were as follows: 

a. The roadway from the high-
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way to the school was lined with 
stones and Whitewashed. Special 
paths to the Center and to the new 
auxiliary rest house built opposite 
the Center were also lined with 
whitewashed stones. 

b. Bushes of flowers were 
planted at the approach to the 
doorway of Center. 

c. An orange tree was planted 
ne.ar the Center for both food and 
shade. 

d. Seven Mango trees were 
planted to line the road from the 
highway. 

e. The walls of the Center were 
unfinished and full of cracks. One 
noon when the rain came every
one rushed to get buckets and mud 
and SOOn all the walls were rein
forced and made thick and strong 
with earth and water. 

f. A special sign was made in 
blue and gold for over the en
trance, reading: BAHA~f CENTDI:. 

g. A group went to Lake Kyoga 
and picked many many papyrus 
reeds. These were split, dried and 
floor mats made for the Center. 
S. On the last day of the School, 

there was a speCial question and an
swer period. There was also a ses
sion at which the students reviewed 
the two weeks' work and commented 
on the things they had learned. The 
following comments were selected 
from different communities in order 
to get a well-rounded report: 

Mr. Nafutali: "Stories of history 
gave me much courage and strength 
to help hold me up if I should have 
to be martyred." 

Mr. Kam: lIStories about the mir
rors, the trees, the dog, the planting 
all made me understand the mean
ings better." (This was in reference 
to using simple analogies explaining 
phases of the teachings.) 

Mr. lkello: "Now I really know 
about Jesus and Baha'u'llah, and I 
think I can explain it to others." 

Mr. Yafusi: "When I bring a soul 
into the Faith and then lose it, I 
must not be discouraged, but must 
search until I find those that will be 
real and true." 

Mr. Okiror: "Now that I have 
heard that I should not drink, I will 
not. There is room in my heart only 
for Baha'u'llah." 

Mr. Maliza: "This Administration 
gives me a greater understanding of 
the future of our Faith." 

Mrs. Odozo: "It strengthens me to 
know that Baha'u'llith's Covenant is 
not only for this Faith, but for all 
Faiths. " 
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Mrs. Tubei' "It is through this 
Faith that I have learned reading 
and writing." 

Mr. Ebetu: uIt is only in this 
Baha'i Faith that you find the new 
Commandment which Christ gave to 
the world "to love each other" be
ing practiced." (He quoted John 
13,34, 35) 

Mr. Epaja: "This Administration 
is the only solution to the world 
problems." 

Suggestions for Pioneers 
"The following suggestions for new 

pioneers may be very familiar to 
you already, but they were things 
we learned so we will set them down 
for whatever worth they may be. 

1. Try to learn at least a few 
words of the language, if you are 
just passing through; a good under
standing of it should be acquired by 
settlers. This breaks down much of 
the reserve. It is easy enough to 
learn one little phrase a day, and 
this means much to them. 

2, Spe ak very slowly. and in short 
sentences. Sentences that have: sub
ject, verb, object are much easier 
to translate, and understand than 
those beginning with a dependent or 
qualifying clause. 

3. Use many analogies, illustrate 
points with simple stories. The pio~ 
neers might read Aesop's fables 
again with profit. We have collected 
or created many analogies and 
stories. Collecting from each pioneer 
might produce a very substantial 
pool of useful material. 

4. We were told by the people of 
Teso and of Kampala that the Afri
can people will say 'yes' they under
stand, when they do not. They are 
polite and wish to please. They think 
this is what you want to hear. Also, 
they do not wish you to think they 
have not understood. So repetition 
and questions on the laws of the 
Faith, and the vital points are rec
ommended. 

5. Literature is still a major prob
lem. One pamphlet is soon exhaust
ed by those who do not read Eng
lish. Mimeographed bulletins, any 
new teaching in their language, helps 
keep them interested and fortifies 
them for tests. In Teso we were told 
that this was one of their gravest 
problems, getting something new to 
give to the people. 

6. With so many pioneers (the out· 
standing people) leaving the various 
communities, there is an increasing, 
vital need for deepening one or two 
at least, who can hold the fort and 
assist the others. The ones with the 

greatest knowledge of Administra_ 
tion are leaving, and the situation 
is grave until these stalwart ones 
have been replaced. 

7. It is wise to learn something of 
the customs of the people among 
whom you are teaching. It is not dif. 
ficult to learn them. It pleases them 
to have you ask. Also, it can prevent 
embarrassing difficulties later. 

8. Africans are not hesitant about 
discussing the problems connected 
with alcohol and polygamy. Full and 
frank consultation on these subjects 
will hring many helpful things to 
light from the African people them
selves. 

9. Whenever possible try to get the 
local people to assume responsibil. 
ity. They have had much supervi
sion, and they are quick to bring aU 
problems to the area or larger com
mittees. We found it helpful to ex
plain the steps an NSA uses in solv
ing a problem-and practiced with 
them at mock Assembly meetings. 
Getting them to think in terms of 
the local Assembly instead of indi
viduals and Europeans in solVing 
their problems is difficult, but es
sential. 

"For our personal recollections, 
we are setting down the following 
unrelated incidents that happened at 
Teso. We shall cherish them always. 
They are not part of the Conference
Sch 001 report. 

"The young man that John had 
talked to on the Teryini Ferry when 
we went to Teso came to Tilling. 
He came on his bicycle 45 miles. 
Along the way he would ask, 'Baha'i 
where!' They would point north. He 
said. 'Always it was farther, farther, 
but now I am here!' He was wel
comed with much joy. 

uSoon the pioneers began to leave 
for their posts. These had been as
signed to them before the school 
ovened-except for John Anthonv 
Mukhobe. He had been discharged 
from his teaching position at the 
Catholic school because he would not 
give up the Baha'i Faith and go back 
to Catholicism. The priests urged 
Anthony's father, a tribal Chief, to 
force his son back to the church. 
They set his wife against him. To 
all opposition he replied, <Nothing 
can take the place of this Faith in 
my heart.' When one of the oioneers 
was unable to leave for his post, 
Anthony. yet a Baha'i of about four 
months, was offered the opportunity. 
'I have been praying to Bahii'u'lliih 
that this would happen,' he said. 
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"Mr. Esubere, through consulta. 
ti:cm with the committee, cleared up 
hIS problems, and in five days he 
altered his entire life and was gone 
to pioneer near the Sudan, West Nile. 
During that five days he rode 80 
miles on his bicycle to tell his 
brother he was leaving, and to tell 
him a bout the F ai th, and then rode 
back 80 miles to bid his family fare
well. 

"Little Mr. Akwalinga went off to 
Lira, among the Acholi tribe. A mild 
sweet man, as gentle as <Abdu']
Baha's smile. He had already parted 
from his family, leaving them to God 
and Baha'u'lJiih. We took him to the 
bus. He turned to say goodbye. Over 
his shoulder on a stick were wrapped 
his entire life's possessions; 17 dol
lars, his life's fortune, were in his 
pocket. You wan ted to rush up and 
seize him and hug him close to your 
heart. He said to us through a trans
lator, 'It has been very kind of you 
to come up here to serve the Faith!, 
Before he went, he smiled and 
waved to all of us. 'Pray for me', 
he said. Then calling, 'Allah-u-Ahha', 
he Was gone. But he will be with us 
always, and part of anything we may 
ever do will be because of such love 
devotion and sacrifice as we hav~ 
seen here. 

"On Saturday, we an met at 
Iganga. Marguerite spoke at wom
an's club (African) and also taught 
them some simple handcrafts. She 
presented a crimson stole to the 
woman in charge. In her joyousness 
she nearly cracked Marguerite's 
ribs. Bill spoke at the Iganga sec
ondary school. After, we all had tea 
with the Headmaster. Philip spoke 
at the home of the Headmaster of 
the primary school: then, back to 
Jinja. Philip kept Bill in bed a few 
days, and filled him with good food, 
fine conversation, and much Baha'i 
love. This scattered the malaria bug, 
so off they all went to Kampala, 
journey's end. 

"So we came to the end of this 
first African journey. Many things 
are precious to us; the generosity 
and help of everyone in Kampala, 
Jinja and Teso; the very useful ad
vice and kindly hospitality of Philip 
Hainsworth; but perhaps most of all, 
those days in the land of the Teso 
people. 

~~Those wonderful skies on that 
high plateau. A black storm gather
ing in the north, white cotton-ball 
clouds peacefully sleeping in the 
south; misty skies in the east and 
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that Oh, so blue Uganda sky in the 
West. As I lay on my back in the 
late morning preparing for afteTIloon 
classes, the monkey would be crack
ing ground nuts for lunch, the hor
nets lazily singing in and out of the 
thatched roof; and off in the distance 
I knew the illiterate people were 
learning to spell BAB: B-A-B. I could 
barely hear the advanced class re
citing, 'Is there any remover of dif
ficulties, save God'. Over it all came 
the nearly one hundred voices of the 
beginning English class shouting: 
'Thi s is my head 1 This is my eye 1 
This is my nose!' 

HD-eepest of all in our hearts was 
tha t day of farewell to the pioneer 
in Tanganyika. Tito Wanantsusi from 
Mbale, was the pioneer to Mwanza 
in Tanganyika, across Lake Victoria. 
He returned to Jinja with Philip, 
then to Kampala, and off by boat to 
Mwanza. He was the first to go. Al
most the entire school was there to 
see him off. He kissed his wife, 
hugged his husky little baby boy, and 
got into the car to leave. Clutched 
in his hand was a copy of the New 
Era, a pamphlet on the life of 
Baha'u'lliih, a mimeographed sheet 
of Bible Prophecy, and a five cent 
red notebook to write down the 
names of his new contacts in 
Mwanza. 

"We all sang, 'Yes it is true, 
Baha'u'llilh is the return of Christ', 
then we sang the Ateso song Bill 
had composed from the few words 
of Ateso he had learned. 

"When they stopped laughing Bill 
was acclaimed as the first American 
to compose music in Ateso. 

HThis broke the tension of parting, 
so we all gathered around the car 
and sang, 'AUilh-u-Abha'. Tito hoth 
laughed and cried as he waved fare
well to his dear family and friends. 
As the car moved a way, he called 
to us: 

U 'We shall meet again, in Haifa, 
Ba@dad or heaven!'" 
Edith and Lowell Johnson, Cape
town, South Africa. 

"As preparation for pioneering, We 
studied 24 books on South African 
anthropology, history and modern 
problems, making summaries of the 
books for distribution to other pio
neers. 

"We left the United States on Oc
tober 20, 1953, arriving in Capetown 
on November 26, the first resident 
Baha'is in the city. 

"Within the first week we had 
found a furnished house on the cam-

pus of the University of Capetown 
to sub-let for three months, Soon we 
found a flat into which we will move 
on March 1, thus making it possible 
for us to feel truly ·settled'. 

"We had the joy of greeting Mr. 
and Mrs. Lyall Hadden, Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Kenneth Christian and son 
Roger, and Mr. and Mrs. John Ro
barts and son Patrick and daughter 
Nina as they first set foot on African 
soil. We were happy to be of help 
in aiding their adjustment to the new 
culture and in seeing them off to 
Durban, Salisbury, S. Rhodesia, and 
Mafeking, Bechuanaland, respec
tively. 

"During the first few weeks we 
did little more than see the sights 
and fulfill the many social engage
ments we were invited to over the 
Christmas-New Year holidays, Slow
ly contacts were made for jobs at 
the same time. In the seventh week 
the doors began to open and Edith 
was given a p.art-time job as librari. 
an at the University of Capetown, 
just what she wanted. Lowell began 
to get a few nibbles in free-lance ra
dio writing and annoWlcing at the 
same time, and was asked, as his 
first radio show, to summarize in 
five minutes what 'I Believe' in a 
fashion similar to that sponsored by 
Edward R. Murrow in the states, 

"Preparations for Lowell's disser
tation in communications have been 
laid and through them many new 
friends have been made in educa
tional and mass communications cir
cles. We both have enrolled for a 
course in the Afrikaans language, 
taking classes two evenings per 
week. 

"We have had the supreme bounty 
of speaking 01 the Faith to only three 
persons, a woman who became in~ 
terested through David Hofman in 
England in 1946 and Loulie Mathews 
on her world tour in 1948; also a 
couple who have heard of the Faith 
previously through Mr. Turvey, the 
local Johannesburg Baha'i. As for 
our new friends, they know us only 
as Edith and Lowell. 

"We feel an unseverable bond be
tween us and our fellow pioneers in 
the Ten Year Crusade, no matter 
whether pioneering on the home 
front or in the far-flung parts of the 
globe. We have established contact 
via letter with many, but have been 
forced to caution everyone writing 
to the pioneers in South Africa not 
to mention the word 'Baha'i' in the 
contents of the letter nor place it on 
the envelope. The mail of new im-
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migrants to this COWl try is spot
checked for pro-Negro leanings." 

"Never have we felt the impor
tance of the work being done on the 
home front as we have since arriv
ing here. To know that the American 
Baha'is are working in harmony of 
purpose gives us a wonderful feeling 
of security and assurance. And never 
before have we turned our thoughts 
and hearts to Haifa and our beloved 
Guardian as we do now every hour 
of our day. 

"Although we are happy to say 
that we are Americans, and have 
come to appreciate the true destiny 
of the American nation, we have no 
desire to return. We are too fiercely 
nationalistic about our incipient 
N.S.A. of Southern Africa. 

HOur prayers are with you con
stantly, and we hope that you will 
occasionally include us in yours," 

African Pioneer Journey 
From the reports of the National 

Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the British Isles to their 1954 Con
vention, the following excerpt has 
been taken: 

"Special mention must be made of 
the epic car journey across Africa 
made by 'Ali and Violette Nalillia
vani, accompanied by Enoch Olinga, 
who was established in British Cam
eroons, Max Kenyerezi, who was set
tled in French Equatorial Africa, 
and Samson Mungono, who was left 
in the Belgian Congo. The resident 
believers in the Belgian Congo were 
visited and encouraged. Without the 
devotion and sacrifice shown by all 
who made this journey, it would 
have been very difficult indeed to 
open these two virgin territories, 
The first fruit of this iourney and 
of the devotion of the pioneer to the 
British Cameroons, has been the ac
ceptance into the Faith of thirteen 
believers in that territory." 
CANADA 

Newly Elected National 
Spiritual Assembly 

It is learned from Canada that the 
National Spiritual Assembly now has 
the following membership: Lloyd G. 
Gardner, Chairman; Allan Raynor, 
Vice-Chairman; Audrey Westheuser, 
Secretary; Peggy Ross, Treasurer; 
Winnifred Harvey, Rowland Estall, 
Angus Cowan, Albert Rakovsky, 
Donald MacLaren. 
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CENTRAL AMERICA 
Newly Elected National 

Spiritual Assembly 
The result of the annual election 

as reported is the following National 
Spiritual Assembly for Central 
America: Artemus Lamb, Chair
man; Jenny Taylor, Vice-Chairman; 
Estaban Canales, Secretary ; James 
Facey, Treasurer; Amy McAllister, 
Recording Secretary; Sheila Rice
Wray; Randolph FitzHenry, Assist
ant to Treasurer for Sterling Area; 
Marcia Steward; Racquel F. de 
Constante. 

Contact With Mayan Indi.ns 
Noticias Baha'is, official organ of 

the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Central America, 
prints the following: 

"Cora Oliver and Shirley Warde 
have been making friends .and grad
ually winning the confidence of the 
people. Recent events have been 
most encouraging. A woman of out
standing service to hu'manity I of 
Mayan and English parentage, has 
been deeply interested in the Faith 
and, through her, the first contact 
with the Mayan Indians of Honduras 
has been made. In her company, 
Shirley and Cora were able to make 
a trip to a Mayan village some 60 
miles north of Belize and were taken 
around the town to meet many of 
the families, who have invited them 
to return to spend some time in the 
village. They found that most of the 
Mayan customs and dress had been 
discarded for the Spanish, and that 
they are a people of an appealing 
sweetness and purity." 

GERMANY-AUSTRIA 
National Spiritual Assembly Members 
The Annual Convention elected the 

National Spiritual Assembly with the 
following membership: Dr. Eugene 
Schmidt, Chairman; Dr. Adelbert 
Mtihlschlegel, Vice-Chairman; Mrs. 
Anna Grossmann, Secretary.. Mr. 
Otto Hamer, Treasurer; Mr. Julius 
Henseler, Mr. Ruprecht G. Kriiger, 
Miss Doris Lohse, Hanni Weber, Mrs. 
Johanna V. Werthern. 

World Religion Day 
Under the auspices of the Baha'i 

Assemblies, World Religion Day was 
commemorated on January 17, 1954, 
in the following communities of Ger
many and Austria: Berlin, Esslin
gen, Frankfurt, Karlsruhe, Stuttgart 
and Vienna. Guest speakers included 
Catholic, Lutheran and Jewish lead
ers, Hindus, Buddhists, Quakers, Ad
ventists, and representatives of free 
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Delegates and vis~tor's a.t tbe Fonrth Anoua] Convention of the Baha.'is 01 Sou1.h Amer
ica, Sa.ntiago, ChiJe 

and evangelical churches. In Vienna 
an audience of 300 filled the audi
torium of the old City Hall to hear 
the Baha'i speaker and representa
tives of other Faiths. 

World Youth Day 
World Youth Day was celebrated 

by the Baha'i Youth in West Ger
m any March 26-27. Som e sixty 
Baha'i Youth with their guests gath
ered at the Youth House in Stutt
gart. Talks were given by German 
and Persian Baha'i Youth, and a 
demonstration of unity was present
ed in a "Conference of Four Little 
Ones"-a German, an American, a 
Russian girl and a Korean girl-who 
exchanged views in a lively discus
sion. The ga thering produced visible 
and spiritual evidence of "unity 
in diversity" through the Baha'i 
Teachings. 

'IRAQ 
National Spiritual Assembly Elected 
The following National Spiritual 

Assembly has been elected by the 
Baha'is of 'Iraq for the current year: 
Dr. 'Abbas Ihsan Bagl1dadi, Chair
man; Dr. Daoud Toeg, Vice-Chair
man; Mr. Kamil 'Abbas, SecTetary~ 
Mr. Daoud AI'ani, TTeasurer; Mr. 
Saddilf 'Abdu'l Majid; Mr. Menashi 
Dallal; Mr. Hamid Majid; Mr. 
&bdouri Haloubeh; Mr. Salman 
Dloumi. 

ITALY AND SWITZERLAND 
New National Spiritual Assembly 
The result of election held at the 

Second Annual Baha'i Convention of 
the Baha'Is of Italy and Switzerland, 
has been reported. 

The Assembly membership is: Dr. 
Ugo Giachery, Chairman; Fritz 
Schaer, Vice-Chairman; Anna Kunz, 
Secretary; Honor Kempton, Treas
Hrer; Mario Fiorentini, Assistant 
Treasurer for Italy; Prof. Alessan
dro Bausani, E1sa Steinmetz, Marion 
Little, Fritz Semle. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
National Spiritual Assembly 1954-1955 

A notice has been received of the 
results of the election of the National 
Spiritual Assembly at the Annual 
Convention recently held in South 
America. 

Margot Worley, Chairman; Mer
cedes Sanchez, Vice-Chairman; Dor
othy Campbell, Secretary; Athos 
Costas, Recording Secretary; Fabi
enne Guillon, Treasurer; Eve Nick
lin, Carlos Martinez, Edmund Mies
sler, Gayle Woolson. 

Fourth Annual Convention 
The Fourth Annual Convention of 

the Baha'is of South America was 
held in Santiago, Chile, from April 
25 to 30, 1954. Although we were sur
rounded by snow-capped mountains, 
there was great warmth .and love 
in the atmosphere which prevailed 
in all of the meetings. Sixteen dele
gates were present and all of the 
South American countries were rep
resented except Ecuador and Uru
guay. The theme of the Convention 
School was "Action" from the as
pect of enrichment and deepening of 
the individual Baha'i, as well as in 
our collective work in the fulfillment 
of the goals of the World Crusade. 

The Convention opened with a tea 
and reception for the delegates in 
the Hotel Crillon on April 25th, with 
an attendance of 58 Baha'is from all 
over the Continent and a few visi
tors. The subjects studied and dis
cussed during the School were "Epi
sodes from the Dawn Breakers", the 
"Kitab-i-fqan", c'The Eternal Lega
cy of God", "The Pioneer in Ac
tion", "Aspects of the Spiritual 
World Crusade" and "the Inter
continental Teaching Conferences". 
There were two public meetings, one 
in a salon of the University of Chile 
where Carlos Martinez spoke on 
"The Eternal and Changing Values 
in Man" with an audience of over 
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Newly-elecred Na.tional Spiritual Assem
bly of the Baha'is of Soutb America. 
From left to rh:hi, standing: Mercedes 
Sanchez, Carlos Martinez, Margot Wor~ 
ley. Eve Nicklin. Sea ted: Ed:r;nund Miess
Jer, Dorothy Campbell, Fabjenne GuiDon, 
Athos Costas. Gayle Woolson, absent, In 
pioneering pOst on '&he Ga1apa.gos Islands. 

a hundred, .and the other in the hotel 
where the Convention was held with 
Sergio Aparicio and Jorge Bejar 
speaking on "Youth and Its Des
tiny" . 

The glorious message of our be
loved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, to 
all of the Conventions, setting forth in 
detail the great victories gained in 
the first year of the Crusade, was 
read the first afternoon. Our hearts 
filled with gratitude for the blessings 
already poured out by Bah,,'u'llilh, 
we went on to study the Guardian' s 
cable of April 5th on the unfoldment 
of the Institution of the Hands of the 
Cause with the appointment during 
the Ric;lvan of the AUxiliary Boards, 
and his appeal that we begin imme
diately the acquisition of ~a~iratu'l
Quds in every country of the Con
tinent in preparation for the estab
lishment of the ten new National 
Spidtual Assemblies in South Amer
ica. Maturity of outlook and deep 
seriousness of purpose were evident 
in all of the discussions, and we all 
left determined to work as never be
fore to bring into realization all of 
the goals assigned us. The final 
meeting was one of fellowship in 
"Stanford School". the school of
fered as a home for the children of 
pioneers who feel it dangerous or un
suitable to take their chi1dren with 
them, and where there are now 
three children of a pioneer couple. 
It was hard to say "good-bye" to 
the members of our growing Baha'i 
family, but knowing that there is no 
separation of spirit helped us to say 
UHasta luego" with smiles, until the 
.ext Convention. 

-NATIONAL SPJRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

OF THE BAllA'is OF SOUTH AMERICA 

Publicity in Peru 
Good press publicity has resulted 

from efforts of the first Peruvian 
pioneers, Mario and Gaylord Rodri
guez. La VQZ de Huancayo, the lead
ing newspaper of Huancayo, carried 
a two-<!olumn article, with a picture 
of the Baha'i House of Worship, in 
a recent issue. In it, the Ten Year 
Plan was mentioned as a world 
movement for the establishment of 
a true world peace through a sin
cere brotherhood based on spiritual 
principles. 

FORTY-SIXTH ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 

41 0 Thou Incomparable Godl 0 
Thou Lord of the Kingdom t These 
souls are Thy heavenly army ... ,. 
With jAbdu'I-Baha's words of bless
ing upon the Divine Plan, the forty
sixth Convention began on Thursday 
morning, April 29, If there had been 
any feeling that it might fall into 
shadow, this first Can ven tion after 
the Jubilee, the thought was soon 
changed to an overflowing sense of 
gratitude for the bounties received 
during the first year of the Global 
Crusade. Last year was remembered 
as the glorious point of its beginning. 

"So blest and honored a Commu
nity cannot afford for a moment to 
rest on its laurels" were the remind
ing words of the Guardian spoken 
by the Chairman, Paul Haney. As 
each Convention is different, so per
haps this one found its uniqueness in 
the quick-paced, purposeful consul
tation which characterized its four 
days. 

As in every Convention within the 
memory of many of the friends, this 
one as it began was blessed and in
spired by the words of Dorothy Bak
er. That they might become the 
spirit of the Convention, we took to 
our hearts the words of a letter writ
ten to an American Baha'i by Doro
thy Baker some months before her 
passing: 

"I would not attempt to write the 
real things, the things of the heart. 
but I can say this that the Glory of 
the Cause, its grandeur, shines like 
the sun: and as for our beloved 
Guardian, he is at times a servant 
and again a King; and he is at once 
the point of all joy and again the 
nerve center of suffering, .. He is, 
alas, a ransom; we are his bene
ficiaries. He suffers the grief of the 
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Prophets and yet is the 'true Broth
er,' And as he casts himself into the 
sea of sacrifice, he is willing to cast 
us, one and all, into that shining 
sea also. America is the lead horse. 
He drives the chariot that must win 
over the combined forces of the 
world. He cracks the whip over the 
lead horse, not the others. Do the 
friends not realize this? The pilgrim
age begins when you take his hand, 
and ends when you last look upon 
his dear face, and in between you 
lmeel at the shrines and ask for di
vine direction to serve him. And 
when your prayer is answered there 
is no doubt about it at all; a thousand 
mercies circle around the answer, 
and the Guardian is in the center of 
them all." 

The Guardian's letter to the Con
vention brought news of the far
flung victories of the Crusade's first 
year, when newly opened territories 
scattered over the face of the earth 
number One hundred, or seven
eighths of all those destined to be 
opened in an entire decade, and 
bring the total to two hundred and 
twenty-eight "sovereign states and 
dependencies enlisted under the 
standard of the Cause of God" , 
Paragraph followed paragraph in 
pr aise of the advances of a 
"divinely guided ... majestically ex
panding Faith" into the wind-swept, 
the sun-baked, the frigid, the iso
lated, the war-devastated corners of 
the earth, The Guardian's highest 
praise was for the African campaign, 
which is eclipsing all others in its 
brilliance. 

The story of the development of 
the World Center within the confines 
of the Holy Land, "the heart of the 
world", was given in this Message, 
as well as the first announcement to 
the American friends of the imme
dia te appointment, by the Hands of 
the Caus e, of Auxiliary Boards in 
each of the five continents, to aid in 
the effective prosecution of the Ten 
Year Plan. The Guardian's list of 
historical developments in all ave
nues of Baha'i activity was such as 
to lift our hearts with gratitude and 
p]edge our souls to continuance of 
the task. 

The Guardian's plea to the dele
gates was three-fold: to ponder the 
further objectives, to dedicate them
selves anew to the tasks and to 
"rouse all the communities they rep
resent to assume a worthy share in 
the common and gigantic effort that 
must needs be exerted for the at
ta.inment of the .. goals". 
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National Assembly Report 
The report of the National Spirit

ual Assembly by its Secretary, Hor
ace Holley, explained the formation 
of Commjttees last year to imple
ment the Ten Year Crusade in all 
its areas, including the Home Front, 
which has presented the most diffi
cult of all teaching tasks. It was 
noted that of the 409 persons volun
teering at the beginning of the Cru
sade, 157 pioneers have entered the 
field. Among the signal events of the 
year were listed the receipt of Mes
sages from the Guardian, points of 
guidance throughout the year; the 
addition to pioneer ranks of five 
members of the National Assembly, 
Elsie Austin, Dorothy Baker. Mat
thew Bullock, W. Kenneth Christian, 
and Mamie Seta, who were replaced 
in two elections by Lawrence Hautz, 
Charles Wolcott, Charlotte Linfoot, 
Robert McLaughlin and Margery 
McCormick; the passing of two 
Hands of the Cause, Siegfried Schop
flocher and Dorothy Baker; the 
services given by the travels to 
American cities by Persian Hands 
of the Cause; the appointment by 
the Guardian of a new Hand of the 
Cause in America, Paul Haney; the 
realization of the central purpose of 
the House of Worship in the weekly 
programs for public worship held 
during the year; the incorporation 
of five local Assemblies; and the 
record of enrollments of 352 adult 
believers and 57 youth, which indi4 
cates that the whole-hearted proc
lamation of the Faith is now one 
of the most challenging of Our un4 
finished tasks. 

Home Front Teaching Need, 
From the Guardian's Message and 

from the supplementary report of 
the National Assembly the Conven4 
tion moved to the first objective in 
the Guardian's plea to ponder our 
further goals. Consultation on the 
urgent Home Front teaching needs 
drew first attention, as Charles Wo14 
cott, National Teaching Committee 
chairman, reminded us of the ob
jective of bringing to 300 the num
ber of local Spiritual Assemblies in 
this country, and shared with us the 
sobering fact that of the 169 Assem
blies existing in April 1953, 21 were 
the sole ones in their states. It was 
explained that the first year of the 
Crusade saw the adoption of a new, 
simplified teaching structure to in
clude twelve Area Committees under 
a National Teaching Committee and 
a plan which pointed out the neces-

sary assistance of local assemblies 
in dispersal and extension teach
ing, implemented by letters and 
Conferences in an effort to bring the 
believers across the country into a 
unified effort. We were reminded 
that the Guardian had warned in his 
message of July 18, 1953, "the move4 
ment of pioneers, the opening of vir
gin territories, the initiation of Houses 
of Worship ... the multiplication of 
assemblies, groups and isolated 
centers . . . will in the long run 
amount to little ... if not supple
mented by the equally vital lask
which is one that primarily concerns 
continually .. each single individual 
believer .. of winning to the Faith 
fresh recruits. ", and that the 
Guardian's concern with the spread 
of the Faith in the home land was 
expressed ag.ain in a message from 
Leroy loas in the February BAHA'i 
NEWS. It was announced that at 
year's end thirty-six of the seventy
six goal cities were settled. The 
number of Assemblies formed on 
April 21 was not known at Conven· 
tion time. The year had been one of 
adjustment to a new te.aching struc
ture and it was the recommendation 
of the National Teaching Committee 
that this structure be maintained. 
It had been the expressed wish of 
the Guardian that the many Region~ 
al Teaching Committees be dropped. 
In many ways the National Teaching 
Committee expressed to the dele
gates the responsibilities of local As
semblies to extend their efforts to 
assist the smaller Assemblies, and 
of individuals who are isolated to 
think of themselves as pioneers:. The 
full, concrete list of suggestions, 
component parts of the National 
Teaching Plan for last year, were 
reiterated: that all large Assemblies 
appoint Home Front Crusade Com
mittees to stimulate dispersal; that 
Assemblies be encouraged to carry 
on extension teaching, especially in 
goal cities; that deepening classes 
prepare the pioneers and all the 
friends to fulfill their teaching re
sponsibilities; that Gleanings from 
the Writings of Bahd'u,'Ildh be rec
ommended as the book of this Baha'i 
year. supplemented by The Advent 
of Divine Justice and the Guardian's 
latest statistical Survey. 

Twice Mrs. Margery l\!IcCormick t 

as a recently returned pilgrim from 
Haifa, was asked to come to the 
platform to bring the friends closer 
to the repeated warnings of the 
Guardian to the American Baha'is, 
particularly tQ those of New York, 
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Chicago and San Francisco, to dis. 
perse from industrial centers or face 
spiritual as wen as physical suffer
ing. She reminded us, however, that 
the Guardian dwells on the construc~ 
tive rather than On the negative; his 
heart and mind are directed toward 
building the new world ci viliza tion 
and he regards approaching calam
ity as purposeful. To visit the Guard
ian is to hear of the new race of 
men to be raised and to begin to 
envisage the process of building a 
new civilization in which pioneering 
in foreign fields becomes the noblest 
act. Mrs. McCormick appealed to 
the friends to ponder the directives 
given by the Guardian as his parting 
words, to be "free as spirit, pure 
as air, unrestrained as the Wind. 
blazing like fire" so as to find our 
efforts confirmed as never before. 

Announcement of Auxiliary Board 
Discussion of the tasks at home 

became the center of consultation 
again later in the Convention. but 
we were first to learn of a new in
stitution, a further point of assist
ance, the appointment of an Auxil· 
iliary Board for each Continent. It 
was an unforgettable evening when 
we learned of this, and our hearts 
.and minds lifted to take in this new 
evidence of the steady guidance of 
the Guardian in the swiftly advanc
ing stages in the progress of the 
Faith. His cablegram lighted the 
way. and its import was the story 
of the evolving institution of the 
Hands of the Cause, charged with 
the "dual sacred responsibility for 
the protection and propagation of 
the Cause of Baha'u'lUlh". Paying 
tribute to the services of the Hands 
at the World Center and in terri4 
tories beyond its confines, the 
Guardian has now directed the fif
teen Hand s of the Cause Ii ving out4 
side the Holy Land to appoint dur
ing Riq. van, in each of the five con4 

tinents, Auxiliary Boards whose 
members "must increasingly lend 
their assistance for the promotion of 
the interests of the Ten Year Cru
sade". Those selected by the three 
Hands of the Cause in America (Paul 
Haney. Horace Holley, Mrs. Corinne 
True) to serve as members of the 
Auxiliary Board for this continent 
were .announced: Mrs. Margot Wor
ley and Mrs. Gayle Woolson of South 
America, Esteban Canales of Cen
tral America, Rowland Estall of 
Canada, and William de Forge, Mrs. 
Katherine McLaughlin. Mrs. Mar4 
gery McCormick, Mrs. Florence 
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Mayberry and Dr. Sarah Pereira of 
the United S-tates. Not to replace the 

. already existing structure, but to as
sist and augment it, this Auxiliary 
Board is respons.ble to-the American 
Hands of the Cause. 

The historical significance of this 
new institution was explained by 
Horace Holley, and we began to lli1-

derstand how Bahit'u'llah has ended 
the age-long separation between re
ligion and government, in recreating 
the heart of mankind and giving the 
Law to the nations-. This process, 
preserved through the minis try of 
'Abdu'l-Bahit, has been transmitted 
to our and future generations 
through the Guardianship, In the 
Guardian we have the culmination 
of two great strains of history, the 
religious and the secular, for he is 
at once the interpreter of the word 
of God as voiced by Baha'u'llah and 
the head of a universal Administra
tive Order. Thus will peace come, 
as man raises through local and Na· 
tional Assemblies a Universal House 
of Justice, while God reaches down 
to man through His representative 
on earth, the Guardian of His Cause. 

As part of this unforgettable "In
tercontinental Night", there fol
lowed pictures of last year's four 
great Conferences, and we saw the 
Global Crusade begin on four con
tinents as the story of Kampala, Wil
mette, Stockholm and New Delhi 
was graphically told by Mrs. Mil
dred Mottahedeh. Then color slides 
showing the miracle of Mount Car
mel brought us to the sight of God's 
:Holy MOlIDtain at night, as strings 
of lighted jewels showed the way to 
the glowing gem of the Shrine of 
the Bab at the top. We had circled 
the globe, we were pilgrims, all. 

Intercontinental Tasks 
Consultation on America's part in 

the World Crusade went forward the 
next day. Beatrice Ashton traced the 
objectives of the Ten Year Crusade 
outside of pioneering and consolida
tion~ including such tasks as the 
completion of Temple landscaping 
and the erection of the first Depend
ency, translation of Baha'i literature, 
proclamation of the Faith through 
press and radio, and other respon
sibilities of the American Baha'i 
community. 

Accomplishments of the first year 
of the Crusade in the Intercontinen
tal fields were explained by repre
sentatives of four Committees. For 
the European Teaching Committee, 
Edna True reported the consolid.<;,
tion of existing European communi· 

ties and extension teachjng, building 
toward additional "regional" ~a
tional Assemblies, later to become 
independent; pioneers placed in all 
new posts assigned ty t~1e Guardian 
except Spitzbergen in the Arctic 
ocean and the L"'kraine, where an 
"ice" curtain and the "iron" curtain 
were the barriers; assistance to the 
Italo-Swiss community by the plac
ing of pioneers in four goals: meas
ures begun and funds contributed at 
the Stockholm conference for the 
purchase of a site for the future 
Temple in that city; translation of 
seven of the ten languages assigned 
by the Guardian, and the printing 
of a simple "cont.act" pamphlet un
der way in five. In consultation on 
all pioneering outside our cmrntry, 
the friends were warned of the ne
cessity for using wisdom in the way 
they wrote to pioneers in foreign 
lands where even the mention of the 
word Baha'i might be suspect. 

Charlotte Linfoot, secretary of the 
Asia Teaching Committee, told of the 
goal of settling pioneers in forty-one 
countries of the Pacific, in coopera
tion with six other National Assem
blies; of the difficulties encountered 
in attempting to reach these islands 
of remoteness; of the ways in which, 
through prayers and never ceasing 
efforts, the difficulties began to be 
resolved, until today eighteen pio
neers are in or en route to their 
posts. We heard the dramatic story 
of Elena and Roy Fernie, whose 
heroism, ingenuity and devotion 
brought confirmations which re
moved seemingly insurmountable ob
stacles, and took them to the far·off 
Gilbert Islands. The friends were 
asked to remember the pioneers in 
their lonely remoteness from the 
rest of the world, and were remind
ed of the words of the Guardian that 
upon the settlement of goal spots in 
the Pacific depends the teaching suc
cess of the Global Crusade. Only 
then, he has said, will the Pacific 
become the ocean of peace. 

William de Forge, speaking for the 
Western Hemisphere Teaching Com
mittee gave a glowing report of 
eighty-six pioneers who have filled 
twenty-six of the twenty-seven as· 
signed goals. As yet the Island of 
Anticosti, the only spot still to be 
settled, is inaccessible, since it is 
privately owned. 

The glorious victories of the Afri
can Teaching Campaign were told by 
Amoz Gibson. That the present num
ber of converts to the Faith is now 
six hundred and the African centers 
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one hundred _and ninety, atte3t to the 
brilliance of this teaching victory in 
Africa, the "awakenmg giant". The 
convention was b~essed by the pres. 
ence of the first Liberian believe[, 
who received the message from Wil
liam Foster; he came before the del
egates to speak briefly of his experi
ence. 

Americ.an Indian Service 
Brought into focus as special tasks 

of the Ten Year Crusade were the 
responsibilities of the American 
Baha'is in carrying the F ai th to the 
American Indians and to the Negro 
citizens of this COW1try. At the Guar
dian's direction these important 
home front tasks had been imple
mented by two new National Com
mittees: American Indian Service 
and Inter-Racial Teaching. 

"Blessed is the spot, and the house, 
and the place, and the city, and the 
heart, and the mountain, and the ref
uge t and the cave, and the valley, 
and the I and. and the sea, and the 
island, and the meadow where men
tion of God hath been madet and His 
praise glorified." These well-loved 
words of Baha'u'llah have become 
the first to be translated into the 
Cherokee language, we learned as the 
story of the first year of American 
Indian Service was told graphically 
by Rex King, a member of this Com
mittee. Caught by the spirit and the 
imagery of the words, the three 
translators on the Cherokee reserva· 
tion in North Carolina had said, "It 
is beautifUl, it is the thought of the 
Cherokee"; "It is wonderful, but it 
is also partly Sioux": and "The 
word, Baha'u'llah, is like our word 
for God". This first difficult year had 
been an adventure in pioneering in 
understanding the culture, the reli
gious beliefs, the history of the first 
Americans; and an eXperience in 
rioncerinE{ into the vastness of In
dian land by devoted Baha tis who 
moved to the Apache .and Navajo 
reservations in Arizona; to Gallup, 
the Indian capital of the world; to 
Yakima, Washington; to Devil's 
Lake among the Sioux of North 
Dakota; and to Cherokee t North Car· 
olina. The special task of reclaiming 
the remnant community of Omaha 
Indians at Macy, Nebraska, was de
scribed as an inescapable responsi
bility which the American Indian 
Service Committee shared with the 
friends in an appeal for true pioneer
ing in a long-range, patient, loving 
effort to bring this community back 
into the shelter of our Cause. Ac· 



zo 

complishmen~s of this first year of 
Indian serVIce included contact 
made with members of eighteen ad
ditional Indian tribes; the immediate 
task for the coming year will be the 
changing of contacts into converts 
for the Faith, in compliance with a 
most recent appeal of the Guardian. 
A brochure of teaching suggestions 
has been published and made avail
able to the friends. We were remind
ed of the necessity for love, tact, 
patience, wisdom and understanding 
in teaching among the Indi:dns, 
a people greatly revered by the Mas
ter. We remembered the glowing 
promise given by 'Abdu'l-Bahil for 
the future of this people when they 
will have been guided into their spir
itual destiny. An appeal was made 
through the delegates to all the 
American Baha'is to claim their part 
in the fulfillment of this promise. 

Inter-Racial Program 
A report of the Inter-Racial Teach· 

ing Committee, given by Farhang 
Javid, began with the reiteration of 
'Abdu'l-Baha's warning that if the 
problem of unity between the colored 
and white races is not met, the effect 
on this country will be most devas
tating. Shared with the friends was 
the Guardian's statement reflecting 
his feeling for the importance of this 
workl too long delayed, and his as
surance that the victories in Africa 
indicate the capacity for acceptance 
of the Faith among the Negro peo
ple. During the past year the Inter
Racial Teaching Committee asked 
each local Assembly to appoint a key 
deputy who would supply the names 
of Negro leaders in each community. 
To these were sent two separate 
mailings of literature with an accom
panying letter. Recommendations for 
next year by the Committee included 
these suggestions: that each local 
Assembly appoint an Inter-Racial 
teaching committee; that each local 
Assembly plan one large public 
meeting devoted to this theme, pref
erably during Brotherhood week; 
that the incoming National Inter-Ra
cial Teaching Committee be allowed 
to direct pioneer settlers to highly 
populated Negro communities in 
the south; that a definite time be 
appointed by the National Assembly 
for a study of new institute material, 
~'Faith in Action", through confer
ences or a series of study classes. 
This compilation was reviewed by 
Mrs. Marian Lippitt and its study 
explained as a means to prepare the 
friends to approach this important 

teaching responsibility. In the ensu
ing discussion several delegates re
iterated the need for love in the 
hearts of the friends in order to win 
more Negro adherents to the Faith, 
and that the spirit of the task should 
become that of human relations. To 
this, the Puerto Rican delegate, Mr. 
Vivas, added a dramatic story of the 
effects of the deadly scourge of ra
cial prejudice about which 'Abdu'l
Baha warned America. We were re
minded, too, that 'Abdu'l-Baba spoke 
also of the great future of the Negro 
people because of their numbers and 
the difficulties which have surround
ed them. We remembered the words 
of the Kampala conference, "our col
ors are different by accident, we are 
brothers and sisters bound by one 
belief". 

Opportunities for Giving 
"0 My God! 0 My God! Verily I 

invoke Thee and supplicate before 
Thy threshold asking Thee that all 
Thy mercies may descend upon 
these souls . . Unite and bind to
gether the hearts, join in accord all 
the souls . . ." With the reading of 
this prayer, consultation on the Na
tional Fund drew us together in fac
ing this greatest obligation and in 
accepting the privilege of maintain
ing the pillar upon which rest all 
the institutions of the Cause. The re
port to the friends as the Treasurer 
gave it was very clear. The total 
budget for last year was $525,000; 
receipts for the entire year were 
$366,000. The differential of $159,000 
was somewhat lessened because 
$37,000 of the budget was not spent, 
leaving a deficit of $122,000. How was 
this deficit met? To repay the hank 
loan of $100,000 due last November 
12, special measures had to be 
taken: a gift of $77,000 to the N.S.A. 
some years ago by Mrs. Collins, in 
memory of her husband, the princi4 

pal of which could be used in an 
emergency, was used to help meet 
this obligation. This amoWlt will be 
replaced in three parts, the first of 
which, $25,000, becomes a part of the 
budget of next year. Later, the 
N.S.A. borrowed from the Wilmette 
State Bank against the bequest of 
Mr. Schopilocher, repayable this 
year when the he quest of $60,000 is 
to be received. The budget for next 
year presented a clear picture of the 
minimum financial requirements, 
and totaled $475,000. With these fig
ures the Treasurer shared the sober
ing facts that new developments in 
the world structure of the Faith will 
bring new financial responsibilities 
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and that we cannot look for miracles 
to help us meet possible future cri
ses. In order to face this squarely, 
a simple resolve plan as presented 
by the Trea surer was adopted in a 
recommendation to the National As
sembly by the delegates. In its scope 
and simple, understandable form it 
seemed to embrace the capacity of 
every believer, so that no one from 
this point on need cut himself off 
from the bounty of support of the 
N a tj onal Fund. The channels of in
dividual giving were further clari
fied: first, to the International Fund 
directJy to the Guardian; second, to 
the National Fund through the re
solve plan; third, to their local fund 
by members of Baha'i communities; 
and fourth, to a new Continental 
Fund, as explained in the Guardian's 
cablegram, for the assistance of the 
Auxiliary Boards. Maintenance of all 
four categories are the obligation of 
the friends, it was explained, and 
will be a ccepted as we under. 
stand that, through the bounty 
of Baha'u'Ilah, our lives as Baha'is 
embrace local, national, and inter
national, activities. The delegates 
recommended that local Assemblies 
as well as individuals choose an 
amount and make their contribution 
to the Resolve plan. To relate our
selves to the standard of the budget 
in a new mature spirit, suggestions 
followed: that each Assembly should 
devote more consultation to the prob
lem, that the circle of believers who 
support the Fund may ever be in~ 
creased; that new believers come 
into the Faith with an understanding 
of the joy and respon si bili ty in giv
ing to the various funds; that con
tributions should begin immediately 
after RiQvan (we are faced with an 
immediate bill of $23,000) and con
tinue steadily until the close of the 
Baha'i year; that the Fund is not 
healthy when sustained by a few; 
that we should realize that the Fund 
is the link between the believers and 
the execution of the Divine Plan; 
and that we take to our hearts again 
and again as individuals and com
munities the words of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
"God does not ask from any soul 
except according to his ability. Who
soever comes with one good act, God 
will give him tenfold. The living Lord 
shall assist and confirm the gener
ous soul. 0 ye lovers of the Beauty 
of the True One ... Become ye self
sacrificing, become ye self-sacrific
ing ... " 

To bring such a spirit as this to a 
discussion of finances is truly one of 
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the remarkable evidences of the vi
tality of our Faith, the Chairman re
minded us. And we felt that the spirit 
which accompanied the holding of a 
Baha'i election, one of the explicit 
functions of the Convention, was just 
as unique in the world today. Mid
way in the session.s we paused for 
this dedicated part , for the sharing 
of prayers which preceded the ac
tual voting, "that haply Thy serv
ants may show forth only that which 
shall please Thee and conform whol· 
ly unto Thy most potent will". 

Election 01 National Assembly 
One hundred and six delegates 

voted in person for members of the 
new National Spiritual Assembly. 
and sixty-three voted by mail. Later. 
the results of the election of the 
N.S.A. and its subsequent organiza
tion were annotulced: Paul Haney. 
chairman; Charles Wolcott, vice
chairman; Horace Holley, secre
tary; Charlotte Linioot, assistant 
secretary; Edna True. recording 
secretary; Borrah Kavelin, treasur
er; Margery McCormick; Lawrence 
Hautz; Robert McLaughlin. 

More delegates and friends ar
rived at mid-session, bringing the 
final total to seven hundred and fifty
eight. 

Temple Ground, and First Dependency 
In the closing days of the Conven

tion, through a graphic account by 
Robert McLaughlin, we learned of 
the steps to be taken in completing 
the nine gardens surrounding the 
Temple, the addition of fountains 
and circular walks in each and furth
er enhancement of the planting, all 
to be done in a three year period. 
We learned that the Guardian has 
approved the building of a home for 
the aged as the first Temple De
pendency and that a committee com
posed of Doctors Katherine True, 
Manucher Javid, and David Ruhe, 
and Mrs. Margery McCormick and 
Mrs_ Beatrice Ashton had been asked 
to study the basic needs and 
technical problems in erecting such 
an institution. It had been the Guard
ian's choice that the first Depend
ency be an instrument of service, 
we were told, and that in the same 
way that the House of Worship opens 
its doors to all, so will this institu
tion. 

Guardian', Reply to 
Convention Message 

The Guardian's cabled reply to the 
message sent by the Convention was 
brief, arresting: "Welcome assur· 
ance delegates. Fervently suppli· 

cating great victories home front, 
abroad". 

A new feeling of urgency moved 
through the last hours of consulta
tion on the responsibilities and oppor
tunities here at home. News of the 
forthcoming Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, to be held in 
Evanston in late August, was shared 
with us by Margery McCormick and 
Winston Evans, who have been asked 
by the N.S.A. to explore this oppor
tunity for bringing the Baha'i Faith 
to the attention of the leading 
scholars of the Christian world. The 
questions to be raised at the confer
ence involve the whole future of 
Christendom, it was explained, and 
are those for which only Baha'is have 
been given the answer. We heard the 
dramatic story of the planning for 
this great assembly which will at
tract 1500 delegates from all over the 
world, and could but conclude it was 
not just an accident that Evanston 
adjacent to Wilmette and the Baha'I 
House of Worship. had been chosen 
as the site. 

Through representatives of hard
working Committees we learned of 
the many spheres of Baha'i activity: 
among the Youth, with the children, 
in the Summer Schools, in the epic 
volumes of Baha'i World, through all 
the publicity and visual aids, BAHA'i 
NEWS, library facilities, use of Baha'i 
Questionnaires, Service to the Blind, 
book sales, .and the reinforcement of 
ties binding the Baha'i World Com
munity with the United Nations. We 
learned of comprehensive plans for 
publicizing the Faith during the com
ing year in a series of twelve events 
including, in addition to Baha'i anni
versaries, World Religion day and 
other occasions celebrated in the 
past, a new World Culture day on 
March 6. offering unlimited oppor
tunities for appeal through art, mu
sic and drama. 

A Public meeting in Foundation 
Hall Sunday evening, with Arthur 
Dahl and Annamarie Honnold as 
speakers was the concluding event 
of the Convention. Its benediction 
was the service of public worship in 
the Auditorium that afternoon, as 
had the morning's devotions been 
the dawning point of each day and 
the Ri<ivan Feast a mid-moment of 
joy. Just before the Convention 
Charles Wolcott had written a haunt
ingly beautiful melody for the words 
of a short prayer of Baha'u'llah. 
This, with the music of the lovely 
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; ;from the sweet scented stream;;;", 
and the solacing words of the sacred 
readings made a blend of beauty. 

The heart of the Convention was 
within the House of Worship. In the 
completed, dedicated Temple we 
learned the fulness of worship in a 
measure that words cannot contain. 
Together, in an orb of light, where 
Baha'u'llah's words circle within and 
without, we heard the familiar 
verses of the older Faiths as for the 
first time, the glorious fulfilling 
prayers of Baha'u'llah both spoken 
and sung. 

It is the Temple which is the first 
to be seen, the last to glimpse. the 
hardest to leave. But through some 
blessed miracle it is as close as re
membrance . , . we are back again 
and again in the circle of light, and 
the singing words return, 

"0 Thou, by whose Name the sea 
of joy moveth 

And the fragrance of happiness is 
wafted, 

I ask Thee to show me from the 
wonders of Thy favor, 

That which shall brighten my eyes, 
and shall gladden my heart, 

Verily, Thou art the Giver, the 
Generous.' , 

-NANCY PHn.LIP:!I 
Convention RepOTteT 

AFRICAN TEACHING 
From the United States Africa 

Teaching Committee comes the 
news of acceptance of the Baha'i 
Faith by a member of the Berber 
tribe in North Africa, first of these 
people to become a believer. 

Last October, an African pioneer 
from Uganda, Enoch Olinga, went to 
the British Cameroons, where a 
community of fourteen African 
Baha'is developed. In March the 
Guardian cabled Musa Banani, Hand 
of the Cause in Kampala, Uganda, 
asking that the new Mrican believ~ 
ers go from the British Cameroons 
to nearby areas of the French and 
British Togolands and French Cam· 
~roons. Hence, by Rit;lvan, there 
were African believers in these 
areas as wen as an assembly in the 
British Cameroons. This instance is 
given to show how fast the Faith 
can spread in these new areas and 
how the Guardian desires believers 
to scatter rather than build up large 
centers numerically. 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

The American Indian Service Com
mittee asks the help of all Local As
semblies and Area Committees in ob-
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taining information about Indian be
lievers and contacts. To check the 
accuracy of existing records and 
Ieach any isolated individuals, the 
following information is requested: 

1. Names and addresses of Baha'is 
in your community or area who are 
all or part Indian and the tribe to 
which they be Ion g. 

2. Names of Indian tribes contact· 
ed in your community or area during 
the first year of the Global Crusade. 

3. Reports of any future enroll
ments or contacts as soon as they 
occur. 

The accuracy of reports to the 
Guardian on the progress of Indian 
teaching depends on this assistance 
from the committees. 

BAHA'I PRESS SERVICE 
Bahit'i Press Service has devel

oped a program for proclaiming the 
Faith to the public through special 
events coverage. This program, ap
proved by the National Spiritual As
sembly will serve as a basis for news 
releases. 

The Press Service will mail to all 
Baha'i press representatives the fol
lo\\ing materials to assist in publiciz
ing each event. 

1. A national release, which is sent 
to about 100 wire services, ma
gazines and feature syndicates. 

2. A suggested local release, 
adapting the information to local 
community requirements, bringing 
in local Baha'i personalities and 
events. 

3. A suggested newspaper adver
tisement, with layout, 

4, A planograph sheet reproducing 
some of the recently published arti
cles. 

5. A letter outlining suggestions for 
publicizing these events, using radio 
scripts, tape recordings, mats etc, 
and exchanging information on the 
acti vi ties of press represen ta ti ves. 

The list of events includes: 
July 9, Declaration of the Bab. 

To publicize developments at 
Baha'i World c.enter, and signifi
cance of the Martyrdom and Shrine 
of the Bab. 

August 15-30, World Council of 
Churches. Meeting at Evanston, 
Illinois. 
To welcome delegates, invite them 
to visit nearby Baha'i Temple. 

September 23, Baha'i Proclamation 
Day. 

To proclaim America's spiritual 
mission, observe the anniversary 
of the Faith's introduction to Amer
ica and stimulate the friends to 

renew their efforts after summer 
lull. 

October 24, United Nations Day. 
To proclaim spiritual basis on 
which nations of the world can 
unite for lasting world peace. 

November 12, Birthday of Baha'u'
llah. 

To proclaim the appearance of the 
Promised One of all religions as 
the hope of the world. 

December 5 (approximate), State 
Baha'i Conventions. 

To publicize delegate attendance 
and progress of the Ten Year Cru
sade. 

January 16, World Religion Day. 
To proclaim the fundamental one
ness of religion. 

February 21-28, World Brotherhood 
Week. 

To proclaim the oneness of man
kind. 

March 6, World Culture Day. 
To herald the emergence of a new 
global culture to promote world 
peace. 

March 21, Naw-Ruz (BaM', New 
Year). 

To proclaim the renewal of religion 
and a new spiritual springtime. 

April 30-May 2 (approximate), Na
tional Baha'i Convention. 

To publicize delegate attendance 
and progress of the Ten Year Cru
sade. 

May 23, Declaration of the Bab. 
To proclaim the birth of a new 
Universal Cycle and the fulfillment 
of prophecy. 
Local Assemblies are urged to 

send the names of their new ap
pointments of Press Representatives 
to: Baha'i Press Service, 6543 N. 
Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, Illinois, 
so that the mailing list for future 
publicity releases may be corrected, 

INTERNATIONAL BAHA'I 
SCHOOL 

The International Baha'i School 
will open for classes on Saturday, 
July 17, continuing for four weeks. 
All Baha'is are invited to attend the 
cJasses at the inspiring setting at the 
foot of the Rocky Mountains. No spe
cial classes for Youth will be given. 

During this year so vital to the 
Crusade, summer school programs 
will serve an important place in pre
paring each Baha'i for his teaching 
opportunities. International School 
classes and programs will be geared 
to the Ten Year plan. 

The school has an excellent library 
containing Baha'i writings in several 
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languages and reference publica
tions in comparative religions. How
ever, those attending should bring 
their own Baha'i books for study. 

The warm days and cool evenings 
indicate a variety of dress. Come 
prepared to enjoy the excellent 
climate and recreational facilities of 
the Pike's Peak region. 

There is easy access to Colorado 
Springs by all forms of transporta
tion. The school is located about 12 
miles from the city. 

Room and board is $35.00 per 
week. Because accommodations are 
limited, enrollment and room reser
vations should be made early. In
quiries should be sent to:' 

Mrs. Gladys Roberts 
915 N. Hancock Ave. 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

CHILD EDUCATION 
Parents and all believers working 

with children will be interested in 
a "Suggested Outline for the Teach
ing and Training of Children" which 
appears in the April issue of The 
Child's Way, publication of the 
Baha'i National Child Education 
Committee. This issue, especially 
printed because of the value of this 
teaching chart, gives the capacities, 
norms. goals and objectives for 
children from three to fifteen years, 
together with suggestions on teach
ing and related activities. Also in
cluded is a set of check questions 
for self-evaluation by those working 
with children. In single copies. the 
price of this issue is twenty-five 
cents. Regular subscriptions to the 
bi-monthly The Child's Way are $1.00 
a year, and can be ordered, to begin 
with this special issue, from: 
Th~ Child's Way 
Mrs. Amy Dwelly, Editor 
9400 Euclid Avenue, Suite 20 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

CHRIST'S PROMISE FULFILLED 
A new booklet entitled Christ's 

Promise FuUilled is now available. 
Its contents, assembled from Some 
Answered Questions, brings together 
chapters dealing with the birth of 
Christ, the Resurrection, the Return 
spoken of by the Prophets and other 
subjects of particular interest to peo
ple of Christian background. 

The purpose in publishing such a 
booklet at this time is to give Baha'is 
a piece of literature providing an~ 
swers to the questions which will 
arise as a result of the great inter
national conference sponsored by the 
World Council of Churches, to be 
he!d in Evanston, Illinois, during the 
last two weeks of August. 



BAHA'j NEWS 

The World Council of Churches, 
which represents some 35 million 
people in its affiliated groups, has 
chosen the topic "Christ, the Hope 
of the World," as theme for the Ev
anston conference. Discussion will 
center largely on the Second Com
ing, the Return of Christ. Laymen 
and clergy alike are showing 
increased interest in this subject. 
Press. radio and TV will focus on 
the conference, reporting the discus
sions in detail to all parts of the 
WQrld. 

Northwestern University will pro
vide the facilities of its 3500-seat Mc
Gaw Memorial Hall for the confer
ence; 1500 delegates, representing 
161 Protestant denominations, from 
60 countries are expected to attend. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has felt this Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches to be sufficien t
ly important that it has appointed a 
committee to follow the arrange
ments being made for the confer
ence. The purpose of the committee 
is to determine what significance 
the deliberations of the delegates 
may have for Baha'is and to inform 
the believers of ways in which they 
can meet the opportunities created 
by the discussions. 

What constitutes "Christian Hope t
, 

is far from clear in the minds of 
many delegates who will attend the 
meetings, and agreement among 
those who have positive opinions is 
not a foregone conclusion, The very 
nature of the conference, however, 
indicates an awareness of the central 
problem of our time. For Baha'is the 
Christian hope of the return of 
Christ is Baha'i conviction. Ours is 
the Faith, the assurance that Christ 
has, indeedt returned; not in His for~ 
mer station of the Son of God, but 
in the very Glory of the Father, in 
Baha'u'Uilh, the Glory of God. 

This know ledge will be mad e 
available to delegates to the Evans
ton meeting of the World Council of 
Churches. The National Spiritual As
sembly is considering all possible 
ways of bringing the Baha'i Faith to 
the attention of these visitors. 

The booklet, prep ared for this 
occasion, will be found useful for this 
purpose in all communities as well 
as in Evanston, (see Publications 
section.) 

BAHA'I ON THE CAMPUS 
At the University of Arizona, 

World Youth Day was observed with 
a panel discussion on the agreement 
of Science and Religion. A member 

of the Department of Physics of the 
University presented the scientific 
viewpoint and a Baha'i presented the 
principles of the Faith. 

Regular Friday evening public 
meetings, held in the Student Union 
Building on campus, have been well 
attended. 

This active Baha'i youth group has 
received University recognition 
through the election of a Baha'i to 
the office of President of the Stu
dent Religious Council. 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Bah. 'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de· 
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap~ 
pella Choir, 

The programs for the month of 
May follow: 

Feast of Ric;lvan-May I, 1954, 
9:30P.M. 

Thi.s: is th.e Day in which mankind can. !>e
hold the Face, and hear the Voice. 01 the 
Promised One. Tho!? Cat~ 01 God hath been 
raised, and t:1u? light 01 His C01tntenance hath 
been lifted up upon men. 

-Baha. 'u'llAh 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Sitlg and Rejoice-Will James 
PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS, XLVII, p. 69 
PRAYER OF BAHA'U'LLAH (chanted in Per

sian) 
GLEANINGS FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

BAHA 'U'LLAH. pp. 29-30, .32 
GLEANINGS FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

BAHA 'U'LLAH, LIlI. p. 107 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Hear M1J Cry, 0 God-A1exander Kopyloff 
GLEANINGS FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

BAHA'U'LLAH, CLI, p, 319 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Let Thy Hoty .P7esence-Tschesnokoft' 
PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS. CLXXX, 

p. 310 
CHORAL SELECTION 

From the Su;eet-Scented Streams (A prayer 
of BahA'u'll.8.h}-Charles Wolcott 

Order of Devotions-May 2, 1954, 
3:30 P.M. 

In aU Di:rpensationS' the law of praye?, hath 
constituted a fundamenta~ element r>f the 
RevelatiOn of all the PT'(tJ)hets of God. 

-BahA'u'lliih 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Almighty God. of Gu?' Fathers-James 
SARA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Baha'i Prayers, p. 49 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Job 33:26. Psalms 50: 14-15; 34: 1-8; 111; 
100: 67 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Mark 11 :22-26; Luke 11 :5-13; Matthew 8:5-13 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Alleluia-Randall Thompson 

QUR'AN 
Sura II:147-14B; SUra XI:116-117; SUra 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Hidden Words of Baha'u'Jlah (from the Ara-
bic), No, 16, 43 . 
Kitab-i-IQ.,an (The Book of Certitude), p. 39: 
Gleanings, pp. 294, 265, 266, 243, 295; Advent 
of Divine Justice, p. 70 

Baha'i Prayers, :po 016 
CHORAL SELECTION 

From the Sweet-Scented Streams (Prayer of 
Baha'u'lMh)-Charles Wolcott 

Order of Devotions-May 9, 1954 
3:30 P.M. 

AU praise, 0 mJ,l God. be to Thee Wh.o art 
the Source of aU glory and majesty, oj great_ 
ne88 and /lonor, of sovereignty and dominion, 
01 loftine88 and grace. of awe and. power • • • 
Of all who are in heaven and on earth., none" 
can withstand the opeTation of Thy sovereign. 
w:m. From. aU eternity Thou didst rule the eTl~ 
tire ('reaLiUTI-, and Thou wilt continue fOT ever
more to exercfsc thy domin.ion over all created 
thing:r, 

-Ba:bA'u'llah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Let AU tile Nations Praise the Lord-Volek_ 
mar I.eisring 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, LIX, p. 94 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalms 19 and 100 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 4:10; Jahn 4:23 

QUR'AN 
Sura XXIV, 36-38; 41·012; Sura I 

CHORAL SELECTION 
o Come Ye Servants (l! the Lord-C. Tye 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, pp. 271-272; LXXV 
p.123 
Gleanings, pp. 6O-fH 
Prayers and Meditations, CLIll, :po 245 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Laud His Name-P. Ivanoff 

Order of Devotions-May 16-, 1954 
3:30P.M. 

The fundrtmentaf puTPOse animating the 
Faitll of God a1l.d His Religion is to safegu4Td 
the intere:rts and promote the uniru of tho!? 
human race. and to foster the spirit of tove 
and Jellowship amongst men. 

-Bah!'u'llah 
CHORAL ~ELECTJON 

o Sing Unto the Lord-Hans Leo Hassler 
BAHA'! SACRED WRITINGS 

GIeanine-s :p. 243: XCIX, p_ 200 
OLD TEST AMENT 

Malachi 2:1D; 3:1-3: 3:113-18. Isaiah 11 :1-9 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Matthew 22: 36-40; 23; 37-39, Revelation 
21: 1-5 

QUR'AN 
.... 'lra fir - 98-1 nn 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Bless the Lord. 0 My SouI-IppoIitof-Ivanof 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, CVII, p. 2101: pp. 215-216; CXI, 
p_ 217 
BaM'i Prayerf'. n. 7B 

CHORAL SELECTION 
The Lord's My ShepheTd-arr. Gordon Jacob 

Order of Devotions-May 23, 1954, 
3:30 P.M. 

Know thou assuredly that the essence of aU 
the Prophets 01 God is - one and the same. 
Their unitu is absolute. God, the CTeator, 
8aiths TheTP is no distinction whats~ 
among the Bearers 01 My Me3'sage. They alt 
/lave but one purpose; their Secro!?t is the same 
Secret. 

~Ba1ui'u'IIah 
BARA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, LIX, p. M 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Arise, 0 God, and ShOw Thy Might----Morgan 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Gleanings, pp. 78-8'0 
BHAGAVAD-GITA (HINDU SCRIPTURES} 
OLD TEST AMENT 

Exodus 3:14·15: 4:10-16. Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Matthew 3:]6·17: 5:17-18. John 5:46-41. Luke 
24:44. John 8:42, 56, 58; 14;1,5-111, 26; Ul;7-8, 
12-13 

CHORAL SELEcrroN 
Let Thy Holy Presenee-Tschesnokoff , 

QUR'AN' 
Sura II: 131): SUra XXXIU :40-46 

BAIIA'I SACRED" WRITINGS 
Gleanings, p, 5; VII, p. 10: World Order of 
BaM'u'lIah, pp. 104·105. 00, 116 
Gleanings, pp. 80-81, 136 
Prayers and Meditations, CVlI, p. 176 

CHORAL SELECTION 
He ShaU Give' His Angels Charge Over Trn;.e 
-Mend~lss(lhn 
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Order of Devotions-May 30, 1954, 
3:30 P.M. 

It is evident that tP1.e loftiest ma.nsio:ru in 
the Realm of Immortality haVI!!' been OTdained 
a.s the hubituti.OJI. of them. that have tru.ly be· 
lieved in God and in His signs. Death. can 
never in'Vllde that holy seat. 

-Baha'u'llah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Give Ear Unto My PTUlier-ArcadeIt 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations. pp. 2'1B·279 
BHAGAVAD-GITA (HINDU SCRIPTURES. 

The Ordinances .of Manu 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Psalm 23 
NEW TESTAMENT 

I Corinthians 1f! ;39--50,54 
QUR'AN 

Sura XXIV. &4; SUra XLI, 30·32; Sura XXXII, 
17, 19; Sura XVI, 32, 34; Sura XXIV. 42 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Of!. Sing Unto the Lord-Hans Leo Hassler 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, pp. 158-1551; pp. 155-156; pp. 156-
Ui7; pp. 345-346 
The Hidden Words of Baba.'u'llAh, From the 
Arabic, 32, 23, 6, 14; Gleanings, p. 141 
Prayers and Meditations, xxvm. p, 32 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Laud His Name-P. Ivanoff 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
Christ's Promise FuHilled. BJI 

'Abdu'l-Baha. Selections form Some 
Answered Que stions con t a i n i ng 
many chapters on Some Christian 
Subjects, The Five Aspects of Spirit, 
Stations of the Divine Manifesta
tions, Reincarnation, and others. An 
effective teaching aid for appealing 
to people of Christian background. 
75 pages, 4% x 7%, green stamping 
on Grey Granite cover. 

Each .................. $ .35 
10 copies ............. S2.50· 

Public Meeting Cards. Double 
card, perforated, top portion of 
which carries a quotation from 
'Abdu1l-Baha. Lower portion is an 
address card for contacts who wish 
to be informed of future Baha'i meet
ings. 

100 copies ............ $ 1.75 
500 copies ........... $ 7.50 
1000 copies ........... $13.00 

Faith in Action. Prepared by the 
Baha'i Inter-Racial Teaching Com· 
mittee of 1953-54, this clearly organ
ized study of the Baha'i approach to 
human relations is ideal for either 
group or personal deepening. 26 
pages, 8%'" x 14", mimeographed. 

Each ................... $.60 

The Religion of Humanity. By 
Horace Holley. Prepared by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly especially 
for presentation to public figures 
(see page 7), this pamphlet is also 
useful for firesides and personal con
tacts. 
(minimum order) 10 copies 

50 copies 

New Prices 

$1.00 
$4.50 

LoyaJty to Government. Clear, 
concise statement of this basic 
Baha'i principle. (new printing) 

Each .................. $ .05 
8 copies .............. $ .25 
100 copies ............ $2.50 

New Supply 
GGd and His Messengers. By Da. 

vid Hofrn an. Published by Geor ge 
Ronald, England. This is the only 
book of its kind in our Children's 
Liter.ature. Suitable as gift for Baha'i 
or non-Baha'i. This item is no longer 
net and librarians will receive the 
usual discount on quantity pur
chases. 

Each .................. $2.00 

Out of Print 
The following books are no longer 

available and will not be reprinted. 

The Baha'i Movement 
Securlty for a Failing World. (This 
applies to the book only. The pam
phlet is still available.) 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
genero.sity~ 0 Lord Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace . .. " 

-'Abdu'l-Baha 

Detroit. Michigan-Mrs. Wilma Ridley to 
Mr. Ervin LeRoy Thomas, April 24, 
1954. 

JUNE, 1954 

HOLY DAYS 
July 9, Martyrdom of the Bab 

FEASTS 
June 5, Nur, Light 
JW1e 24, Rai;lmat, Mercy 
July 13, Kalimat, Words 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
July 2, 3, 4, 5 
July 30, 31, August 1 

BAHA'i HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting Hours: 
Weekdays; 10:30 A.M.--4:30 P.M. 

7:30 P.M.-9:00 P.M. 
Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-9:00 P.M. 

Service of worship: Sunday at 3 :30, 
lasting until 4:15. (No guided tours 
will be conducted during the serv
ice of worship.) 

HDeath pTofferetn unto every con· 
fident beHever the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer of g~adness. It confeTreth. the 
gift of everlasting Ufe." 

-Baha'u'llah 

Mrs. Mabelle De Bruyn 
Berkeley, California 
March 2G, 1954 

Mrs. Marion Compton 
Burlington. New J erse:' 
April 1, 1954 

Mr. Arthur Husted 
Soldier's Home Hospital 
Washington, D. C. 
April 12, 1954 

Mr. Lorin A. Whitmore 
Pasedena 6, California 
April 21l, 1954 

Mr. Paul Banker 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
May 9, 1954 

Mrs. Fred J. Woodward 
Alexandria, Virginia 
May 9, 1954 

Mr s. Saida R. Cowman 
Arlington, Virginia 
May 15, 1954 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activjties of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the tenth day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1954-1955: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Man· 
aging Editor; Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois, U.S.A. 
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